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WE wish our readers a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

TrE readers of the Review will welcome Mr. Mareh’s
article on Christmas Carols on another page, hecause it
recalls so many old customs of our ancestors this festive
SCAsoN.

OvEer fifty subscribers have been added to the REVIEW
subscription list during the past month, and they are

coming in every week.

Tne Fredericton Board of School Trustees has lost
two imfluential and valued members in the retirement of
Hon. A.- F. Randolph, its ¢hairman since the free
school system came into efféect in the province —twenty-
four vears ago; and Mr. J. I.. Inches, who was the first
secretary of the board.

MaNy copies of the Review find their way each
month into the hands of those who are not yet sub-
s¢ribers.  When less than ten cents a month will secure
its visits regularly, no teacher should be without it
for 1896.

i .

Tue official notices on u.not,hel page will interest

many teachers.

Webster’s International Dictionary.

- —

We have before had oecasion to refer to Webster's
International Dictionary and its value to communities,

| could it be placed in every school in the country. It

proves a mine of intellectual wealth for boys and girls to
consult for themselves a good dictionary,and this in itself
an education. Webster’s International is a scholarlyand
scientific revision of the “ Unabridged,” and the stead-
fast aim of the publishers appears to have been fo
approach as closely as possible to the ideal of a alctlon

ary at once comprehensive and popular. “To this end,”
says a competent authority, “they have treasured up
the wealth of our great language - retaining the good
and refusing only that which only tends to degmde the
dignity of our speech. No effort has been-made to
parade any great lists of meaningless words, but lt'hu
been their constant effort to make a book that i m the
eyes of scholars should stand as a monument to gludedl |
who seek the purest and best in our language.”

The completeness and accuracy of definition in
Webster has always been its marked eharacteristic.
When we add to this the artistic arrangement of its
pages —an interesting and pleasurable feature to those
who frequently consult a dictionary, its plain method of
indicating pronunciation, the absence of “ slM'g" or
vulgar terms in use on street corners, there is amp'le

reason for its adoption in schools and by scholars as tfle
acknowledged standard.

Bible Knowledge.

As the result of an examination given to a school of
over one hundred pupils in Ontario, it has been demon-
strated that the pupils of that part:cular school are
more familiar with the history and mythology of ancient
Greece and Rome than with the history of the Blbh?
Various reasons have been assigned for this state of
affairs, and, as usual, in some quatters, the pubhc
schools have come in for a share of censure. - If ever
the time comes when Christian denominatiohs shall so
far be able to reconcile their differences as to permit
the study of the Bible in the schools as a text-book, and




THIE Bl

122

1t shall 1w ']’M\o‘l“.ism{ as such, o veny
At

the difference between  tramed and

\\1“ N (ii'\l]"! I w ]l){\'il‘.

and Roman  Instory
I‘vlb‘:v

untrained

Grecian

teachers hastory st

schools T teachers b the Jrant

Sundav-school teachers have been appomted more trem
the \t.;nui)n\inl of thewr \\i”ill;!\|'~\ Loy pn form the duties
than from their special quahtications for the position
And it speaks volumes for them that wathout
pecuniary reward, with a devotion to thewr w
is heroic in many cases, they are found Nab!
Sabbath instructing their elasses, and gy tl
at much personal sacrifice.

In the olden times, when all books
were scarce, :m(i l‘l‘“‘.fil)ll\ controversy was mote it Lenise,
there is no doubt that more voluntary attention was
given to the study of the Bible than at present L
o
surprising that some attention has been diverted from
Bible study.

the need of trained Nabbath school teachers,
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Nome h‘li}_’in\h bodies have

and ther
is now a large number of such teachers enoaged i the
work.  Perhaps the time will come when the Sun
day-schools will be as well provided for i that respect
as the day schools. Tt would greatly hasten the time
if it were deemed expedient to remunerate the services
of the \\‘un(];\_\*svh(ml teachers in the same manner as s

now done in other branches of church waork.

TALKS WITH TEACHERS.

Some criticism has recentlv been indulued mnoat

expense of the public schools regarding the
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xon is given and until it is mastered. This plan is a |

great saving in time. It also insures a good model for
writing capitals, ete.

[Space will not permit further talk on this subject,
but T hope to return to it].

It behooves teachers holding a license of Class I1. to
qualify themselves upon the requirements of Reg. 32,
as in future all Second Class teachers, male and female,
will be expected to teach up to that standard.

terminate your contract.

that it was generally olserved in the schools as a
holiday.

Mr. Brittain’s Lecture.

Mr. J. Brittain, science master of the N. B. Normal
School, delivered the second lecture of the student course
of the University of N. B. on November 19th,—-subject,
“ The Aims and Methods of Education.” The lecture,
a full report of which appears in the Fredericton Gleaner,
was an excellent one, and many practical suggestions
were thrown out by Mr. Brittain which are deserving of
the consideration of those entrusted with carrying out
our educational system. He favored dividing the pro-
vince into districts two or three times larger than
the present ones, which would give better equipped
schools and ensure the employment of more efficient
teachers at living salaries. Referring to the course
of study in schools, he thought that subjects should
be taken up in accordance with the principles of
adaptation and correlation. For example, in the mathe-
matical group, when algebra comes in arithmetic should
drop out, except as a subject for review. When geo-
metry appears upon the programme algebra should join
arithmetic as a review subject —a double paper once a
week should take the place of the one in arithmetic.

Too much time is now spent in schools over pre-
functory reading lessons. It would be better to drop
the readers after the fifth year and devote the time
thus gained to the reading of standard works suited
to the age and attainments of the pupil. Self-activity
and self-direction are all important in pupils, so that
when their school days are over, they may be their own
guides in the further pursuit of knowledge. ¢ Men,
who take no intellectual interest in their work, general-
ly desire to escape from it—to make a living without
hard labor, or to find an easier employment. We need
a people who are close observers of their natural envi-
ronment, who like to work with their hands and can

/

(

\

A

use them with precision-- a people who think about their
work as they work, who are not mere imitators but

| originators—not possessed merely of receptive capacity

but of constructive ability. Laboratory work, if pro-

| perly conducted, accustoms the pupil to think as he

works and to learn from what he does. All the indus-
trial arts and an application of the physical sciences,

~and a practical knowledge of the elements of these
| sciences, would do much to make our people more intel-

- o . | ligent, resourceful and effective workers.”
Do not forget that thirty days’ notice is required to | 1

The lecture was well received and was discussed by

| Chancellor Harrison, Principal Foster, Prof. Davidson,
| Geo. A. Inch, and by Messrs. Kierstead, Alward and

Ax there seems to be some doubt in the minds of |

| Mills, students of the upifersity.

xome teachers regarding Labor day, it may be stated |

For the Review. |
New Brunswick‘ Schools of the Olden Times.

By W. O. Ravymonp, M. A.

(Continued.)
CHARLOTTE COUNTY SCHOOLS.

It was nearly twenty years after the formation of the
Province of New Brunswick before our legislature made
provision for common school education, and then it was
of the most meagre description. The first school act
was passed in the year 1802 ; it provided that the sum
of £10 per annum should be voted each parish in the
province to assist in the organization and maintenance
of schools. The sum named was a mere pittance, and
the results, naturally enough, were not very satisfactory.

The journals of the Court of General Sessions of the
Peace supply some information as to the working of the
act in Charlotte County. Under date April 13, 1805,
an entry occurs in substance as follows :

A draft having been made to decide upon_ the two
parishes that should be the first to divide between them
the provincial allowance of £50 voted for the encourage-
ment of the schools of Charlotte County under the new
act passed by the House of Assembly, St. Stephen and
St. Andrews were the parishes drawn, and it was
agreed that the school for St. Stephen parish should be
kept six months at “the Ledge” and six months at
“the Ridge,” and that the school for St. Andrews be
kept in the upper part of the parish.

The justices of the peace in-their several pa.rgshes
were appointed ¢ visitors” of the schools, and masters
were appointed on their nomination, approved by the
General Court of Session of the Peace.

The old Sessions’ journals show that in the year 1806
the sum of £5 was voted Thomas Wyer, Esq., for
establishment of a school on Deer Island, and a like
sum to David Owen, Esq., for a school at Campobello ;
the government grant of £50 for this year was divided
between the parishes of St. George and St. Patrick.
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In 1807 the conernment grant went to Pennticld and
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In 1808 3t was agreed to divide the coant amonyg al

the parishes instead of appropriating i otation
the Nt Patniek

kept four wmonths at * Bucubae, tour months at the

Nesstons ordered  that

Mills, and four months up the fiver . That the Nt
George parish school be held six months up the Mauga
guadavic, on John Craig's lot, and siv months lower
down the said river at Orange Seelvs . That the Penn
ﬁt'l(l }nri\h \r]nml \u' l\v}ti twelve months at Joshua

I'hat the

Knight's, in the schoolhouse there erected

parish  school in Campobello e held siv monthis o
Hunt's Point, nearv the chapel, and «ix months at Ray
mar’s Point ; That the St. David parish ~school Be Kept
six months between Isaae Cook's and Moses Clenden
ningk. and six months between James Sunth s oand
That the school tor the pansh ot
Ml

Grand

Samuel Tower's place |
West Isles be kept six moths at the Creek, on

Deer lsland, and six months at Habor, in

Grand Manan.
School committees were appointed as follows

St. George  Peter Clinch, Hugh MeKayv and John Goss

SNt Patrick Rob't Bardon, MeFarlan
Dugald Carmichael.

Pennpeld  Peter Clinch,
Knight.

Campobello

Duncan and

Hugh MceKav and  Ehas

David Owen, Thos. Henderson and Tsrael
Andrews.

West Isles  Thos. \V)‘m*. John Campbell and Moses
(zerrish.

St. David  Thos. McLachlan,
Andrew Clendenning.

1

Benjamin Foster  and

The names of the old school-masters at this stage do
not appear in the -journals, with the exceptions of two
only, nzu.nvl}'. Levi Barrows, who taucht in the upper
part of St. Andrews parish, and John MePhail.* who
taught in St. Patrick.

The following curious item is found in the old Sessions’
records under date April 13, 1505

“Ordered that a bench warrant is<ue to
without the limits of this county one Cunninchan, a
vagrant, pretending to be a schoolmaster within the
parish of St. George.”

remoy e

Ihere seems to l)?l\i‘ been no unitorm practice pug e
h}' the Charlotte County Justices of the Peace i the-
distribution of the school Honev, tor | <]

E T (e DAY
that the

WS

ordered

sum of £25

due the oo o St

Stephen for school support e cqually divided anmongest

the schools of the Ledge, at the Ridge, at Morrie

‘n)'.\ I,
and at Mill Town.

*John McPhail in September, 1801, was found |
disorderly innp, but h's tavern licens was renewed
afterwards, as we gee, hie hecame a xehool-master.
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For the Review | NATURE LESSONS,

Our Partridges.

Caxapa Rervep Guovss. (The male drumming).

The mellow autumn came, and with it came

The promised party to enjoy its sweets.
The corn is cut, the manor full of game;

The pointer ranges, and the sportsman beats
In russet jacket; lynx-like in his aim;

Full grown his bag, and wonderful his feats.
Ah! nut-brown partridges! Ah! brilliant pheasants!
And ah ! ye poachers! —'Tis no sport for peasants.

ByroN- - Don Juan. Canto XIII. St. 75.

Pity it should be sport for any one. Tt is at least no
sport for the partridges—no more for the nut-browns of
England than for their black and white barred grey
relatives of Acadia. Of the two hundred species
helonging to this family throughout the world, one
hundred belong to the sab-family of the Old-World
partridges and quails, sixty to the sub-family of New-
World partridges and bob-whites, and twenty-five to
the grouse sub-family which contains our two species of
so-called partridges. Our partridges are no more
“partridges” thar our robin is the European *‘robin.”
As the orange-red breast of the thrush we call the
American robin suggested to the earlier settlers the
“redbreast” of the Old Country robin, so did our
grouse the partridges of the Old Dand. Bryant cor-
rectly refers to the species figured above in * The Old
Man’s Counsel,” stanza 5, when he says—

“From midst the depth of woods
Heard the lovesignal of the grouse that wears
A sable ruff around his mottled neck.”

The grouse and partridge family constitutes nearly

all the birds belonging to the order Galline, “The Ter:

restrial Scratchers” of the Ferndale School (see Epuca-
TioNAL Review, July 1889), which are native to the
north-east of the American confinent, excépting the
wild turkey of the United States, which belongs to the

| pheasant sub-family. Our hens, which belong to the
| same order, have come from Old-World stock. The

| partridge and grouse of north-eastern America may be
| classified as below :

A. Tarsi (Legs) BARE.
1. Bob-white (United States); 2. Florida Bob-white.

B. UpPER THIRD OR HALF OF TARrs1 FEATHERED.,
3. Ruffed Grouse (United States); 4. Canada Ruffed

| Grouse (Eastern Canada’.

C. Tars1 EnxtirerLy FeaTaerep, Toes Bare.
(With black feather tufts on side of neck).
5. Prairie Hen; 6. Heath Hen.
(Without tufts on side of neck).’
7. Prairie Sharp-tailed Grouse.

8. Canada Grouse (Spruce Partridge, Canada and
Northern U. 8.) '

D. Tarst axp T0ES ENTIRELY FEATHERED.

9. Willow Ptarmigan, (Northern); 10. Allen’s Ptar-
migan (Newfoundland). 11. Rock Ptarmigan (Arctic
America); 12. Greenland Ptarmigan; 13. Weleh’s
Ptarmigan (Newfoundland). ; '

Nos. 4 and 8 of the above are our two species. Every
school boy can distinguish them apart, not only from
the degree of the feathering of the tarsus or leg, but
from the ruff characteristic of what is sometimes called
the birch partridge. | " ;

It may be mentioned that the ptarmigans which
have a very northern range, in addition to having their
legs feathered down to their very toes, change their
plumage in the course of the year; in the summer being
more or less grey or dark-marked above like the others
of its family, but in winter being all of them white,
some of them nearly as purely white as the snow itself

Why should this be so! ‘

From an examination of the Canada ruffed grouse
and the Canada grouse, which- do you think is better
fitted for the more northern range? ~Specimens can be
had in plenty for examination at this season of the
year. For further notes, see Ferndale School, No.
XXVI., EpvearioNnaL REviEW, July 1889,

Many a pupil pretends to be worse than he is
because he has been led—maybe by his teacher—into
the folly of supposing it is “smart” to be bad,
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“There 1s some soul
Bat surely Grav's Elegy s worth studving
sake of its meaning  to say nothing of 1ts poetry
the pmmmnary object of study. It may not matter n
whether the poet meant that * all
solemn stillness ™

the air.”

let us do it for its own sake and as a lesson in language
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or that “a solemn stillness holds all

Jat if the question 1s worth discussing at all,

and criticism, not for the purpose of determining whether
we shall lahel this part of the sentence ** Tweedle de
dee,” and that part “Tweedle-de-dum,” or rice rersa
The line is,
“And all the air a solemn stillness holds.”
The feel the

music of its rhythm and alliteration and assonance, and

It is a grand line. dullest ear must

the most careless eve and brain readily takes in the

general meaning. To determine the precise meaning

there are two points that chietly need examining. One

‘18 a8 to how far the members of the sentence are out of

their usual prose places. Is it “all the air  that has
been moved from rear to front, or is it only “holds”
that has heen displaced 1 The

inversion common in English poetry of all ages.
former is not so common.

latter 1s a
The
But perhaps investigation
might show that it is not uncommon in our older poetry,
and a careful study of Gray might bring out the fact
that he was rather fond of it.

Then there is the meaning of “holds.”
Gray use the word in other passages !

writers of the same period use it? How do

When these questions have
been settled by the literature class the

English
poets of any period use it?

line will no
longer be much of a puzzle to any one with <oul o dead

as to wish to commit grammatical analyv<is upon it.

As a small contribution towards the suguested method
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Two other of these b latend quenres refer to T«-nn_\‘um's
}""‘“1‘

The throne of Indian Cama slowly sailed,
A summer fann'd with spice

“Who was Indian Cama!

i

Almost anv of the onlinary books of reference will

supply the usual few er sp= of information about the
’llh*ifi (‘H!‘i’fi. i‘v‘if ;"." E‘J-i }n”f!a‘r b-' ‘u-vk-ii fnr und!‘t
the letter K The K fashion was not so much to the

fore when The Palace of Art was written as it is now.
By and by when we want to learn something about the
great stoic, or the great dictator, or the great orator,

we shall ;-rnimhl_\ have to Jook up Kato or Kasar or
Kik('r(L

* L 4 -

RS Xt ery hour is saved
From that eternal silence something more,
A‘bringer of new things.”

[l yases.

“What is the subject of ‘is saved?” And the prose

r"“‘lf'ri“g Uf '}l" K1) we uf th Pa(gag.-}"

The subject of i« saved!”™  Isn't it “every hour!”
In the slang of the analvsis books there used to be

and perhaps there s vet a “logical subject” and a

“grammatical subjeet Which of these “every hour”

15 I'm not sure that | know, and as this is written at

home T have no present means of finding out, but for
i< the “logical” one. As to a

I often ask for such things I
}lit\'(‘ a (]0'('illu(l (“\}jL.- 1

1ts own sake | }m)w 1t

prose rendering, alth.,

o giving them, but here is one

ready-made from an “.ition with notes."”

‘“ Each hour
spent in activity is somcthing saved from the silence of
the grave: nay, it is omething more than that, since it
brings with it new ¢xperiences.”  If a pupil of mine
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were to ask what Ulysses means, he would probably be
set to study the passage in connection with such other
pPAassSAges as
“A living dog is better than a dead lion.”
“Better fifty years of Europe than a cycle of Cathay.”
“One crowded hour of glorious life
Is worth an age without a name.”

A. CAMERON,
Yarmouth, N, 8, Deormber, 1806,

P. 8. In the November Review, on page 117, we
nre told that at the October meeting of the Provincial
“the counties of
Picton, Colchester, Halifax, Cumberland and Hants
were well nrpnw-ntml."

Falucational Association in Truro

I congratulate the teachers of
these counties on their nearness to Truro, and am glad
that so many of them took advantage of the opportu.
We told that
District No. 3 was not represented at all, not even by a
of the Halifax commissioners
attended but none of the Shelburne ones.  Perhaps this

s partly accounted for by the fact that Shelburne is
two nights and a day farther from Truro than Halifax
8. If it were as easy, as comfortable, and as cheap to
get to Truro from the west of the province as it is from
the east, perhaps No. 3 would not have been unrepre-
sented.  The ““three days of almost uninterrupted
speaking” (as one of the speakers put it) would have
had few attractions for some of us, but we might have
been drawn by the hope of seeing our own physiogno-
mies figure among the “five portraits” which are to
embellish the volume containing the papers and dis-
Cussions. A. C

nity to enjoy a cheap holiday. are

commissioner, One

For the Rxvigw.)
An Honest Fault-finder. ;

Mr. Epiror—Your lot has been a happy one in com-
parison with that of the ordinary occupant of the
editorial chair, in that exception has never been taken
Still, you cannot so far have for-
gotten your prominent position in the public eye, as not
to live in daily expectation of fault-finding. I am going
to find fault, just a little, to remind you of the lot of
your less fortunate brethren.

to your utterances.

[ am not altogether satisfied with your article on
‘“ Conference of N. 8. High School Teachers”—it seems
to throw an undeserved reflection upon that body of
“The desire of every high school teacher is”
not “to pass as many of his pupils as possible,” but to
do good honest educational work, and it is this latter
desire that leads him to look for a course of study
which by lessening the strain of what many consider a
crowded. course, may enable him to carry out this
His loyalty to the course of study prompts
him to follow it as closely as possible, his individuality
to wish for larger opportunity to carry out his own
ideas. Of course, if he has no individuality, and no

work('rﬁ.

desire.
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ideas, he will follow the course slavishly, and desire an
‘“easier” one.

Again, “pupils are admitted too young, or without
the necessary ground-work.” But our education de-
partment sets the standard and makes out the ques-
tions.  True, the principals oversee the work, and
examine the answers, but they are honorable men, and
above admitting any that the department may not con-
sider worthy. Now, I have not been severe, so will
stop with saying that, so far as teachers can “remain
unbiassed,” the majority of the high school teachers of
Nova Scotia are honest and in earnest for certain
changes in the course of instruction, not, I repeat, that
they may pass as many pupils as possible, but becatse
they think those changes advantageous.

Yours sincerely, STAHLFEDER.

For the Revizw.]
Mispronunciations in School Work.

There are not a few words in the vocabulary of every.
day school work which are very commonly mispronounced
by_the pupils ; and for these errors the teachers are in
most cases responsible, either through their own
example or through their failure to notice and correct
the mispronunciations. Perhaps a list of such words
may be helpful. Here are a few, and the editors may

be ahlg to add others.

The and a, when used alone or emphatically, should
rhyme with tree and bay. The practice—almost univer-
sal in the New Brunswick schools —of saying, for
instance, “I did not say ‘thuh man,’ but ‘ugh man,’’
is simply barbarous. 4

Adjective too commonly has the “k” sound omitted
before the “t.”

The adjective compound is not *com-pound” but
“com-pound.”

Direct and indirect should be pronounced with the
“i” after the “d” short as in “did.” '

Equation should rhyme with ‘“nation” and not with
“invasion.” o

Italics and Italian should not be called “eye-tal-ics ™
and “eye-tal-yan.” ;

“Jography ” is far too much talked of in our sghools.

Longitude is not “‘lon-ti-tude,” nor “long-ti- nor
‘“long-ghi-tude,” but *lon-jit-yude.”

Nominative is usually, but wrongly, pronounced
“ nom-a-tive.” ‘ ' ;

Perpendicular should not end in “dickle-er,” nor
“dick-ler,” but in “dick-yu-lar.”

Plural has two syllables, the second of which is “ ral;”
it is not * ploor-l,” nor “plu-erl.” :

Predicative should have the accent on the *pred,”
not on the “dic.” :

Recess, though called ‘“ree-cess” in high educational
places, should be * ri-cess.’” i

Register should have its three syllables sounded : it is
not * redge-ster.”

So with transitive and intransitive : do not say “ irans-
tive,” but add “-ive” to “transit.”—H. C. C.
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Professor Lawson,

By the death of Professor Lawson Nova Seotia has

lost one of her most distinguished teachers, 4 man

whom nearly everybody knew, hut the ety of

whose work was scarcely known to anvone.
He was born in Fifeshire, Ncotland, in 1827 Ayre

a good v]vnwnlur}‘ education and some study of law

determined to devote himself to science. He accond

ingly took a course in the l‘nin-rsit)‘ of Edinburgh, and
was here activelv engaged for ten vears i scientific
work — mostly botany.  As curator of the UnIversity

herbarium and demonstrator of botany under Prof. J

H. Balfour, he made the most of his oppaortumties. He

was among the first to apply the Heroscopes to the

stud_\' of the dm‘v]npmrnt of plant lif..

At the age of thirtv-one he was appomted professor
I\ nwstaon }lo-]‘v— }|v~

extended his l-’l'"ll’il[<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>