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MYTIHOLOGY-—-GHORT STORIES TOR THE YOUNG.

BY MRS, ELXINA D. SLENKER.

Yo, I—Suturn or Cronus.

Saturn is the Father of “the Gods,” e is the oldest of along
line of ancient divinities. TIo wus a mythical king of Italy, and
by the Rumans was dentified with the Greek god Cronus,
{ur Kronus) just as the Hindoo ged or Suviour Chrishna, secms |
to bo identified with the Christian Saviour Christ,

Saturn was a son of Terra, tho Goddess of Earth, and of Granus |
{ITeaven). Eurth in this caso was the wifo of r own son and |
bocame the motber of twelve children by Lhim. Theso twelvo were i
called The Titang. It would, in this age, bo thought to be an
awful gin for such rear relatives to marry, but among tho Ionian
Grocks whero tho women seldom saw tho men, such marriages
were very common, sud 8o also were they among tho old Biblo |
Patriarchs.  Abrsham, for example, married bis half sister Sarah, |
and Israc, Jacob and others wero wedded to uwe, or firs: cousiug, |
which rolatinnship, according to physicians and physwlogsts, s 4
as near in blood, and often nearer, than that of Lalf brothers and
sistera.

Saturn married his sistor Rhea, another of tho mighty raco of |
Titans, and they bad thres sons and threo daoghtors. Of theso
children Jupiter was tho youngest. Ioaven and Earth, tho
parents of Saturn, told him that tho fates had decrced that ho !
should bo deprived of his kingdom by ono of his sous, and to avert |
this hie devoured his children ag fast as they were born ; but his
wifo Rhoa, not liking tho idea of remaining childless, consulted
with lior parcnts as to how she might gave tho ifo of the unborn
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Jupiter. Earth told him that as soon as the babe was born she
should wrap up a stone in liven and give that to Saturn, that ho
might swallow it thinking it to be his child. Sho did so and
the plot proved to o successful, for, God as he was, he never
noticed tho difference, but just gulped the bundle right down;
whilo tho infant was sccrotly conveyed to Crete, and theroin a
cave, was reared by the Nymphs. When ho grew up bo married
Metis (Prudenco), and sho administered a draught to Saturn
which caused him to cast up the stuno and his culdren, who bemng
Gods, wero immortal and indigestible. Tho rest of the Titans,
who bad allowed Saturn to rule bis Father's kingdom, provided ho
did not bring up any male childron, now hearing ho had done so,
dethroned and inprisoned him and his wife Rlea, but * as sovn as
Jupiter was grown he flow to deliver his father and replace him
upon his throne, but Saturn unmindful of this, conspired agninst
him, and Jupiter banished him frow his throne, and tho father ued
to Ttaly.™ Janus, the Italian King, received him kindly and
hospitably ; and oven shared his throne with him. Saturn busied
himself in civilizing the rude inlalitants of Italy, and teach-
ing them arts, scienco and agricultural, and his government
was 50 mild, kind and benificent, that his reigu was «alied “ The
golden age,” because of the happiness, peace and prospenty which
filled tho latd. Saturn, like our Jchovab, is gonerally pictured
as an old man bent through ags and inficnuity.  “In hix nght
hand he lolds a scytho with a serpent which bites its own tail,
an cmblem of Tino aud of tho revolution of the year. Iu bis lefy
hand he has a child which ho raises up as if instantly to Jovour
it" It is said a temple was built to Saturn on the CGapitohne
hill by Tatius, King of the Salines, and on his Statues woro
gonorally hung fetters in memory of the chains he woro when
imprisoned by Jupiter, consequently al slaves that obtained
their liberty goncrally dedicated their fetters to Saturn.

“ During tho Saturnalia thess chains wero taken from the
statucs to show tho froodom and independenco which maunkind
cnjoyed during the Golden age.” JTn Romo tho troasdry was in
his templo to show that sgricultaro was tho sourco of all wealth.
His stacuo was hollow and filled with oil ¢ probably to denoto the
fartility of Latium in olives.” Latiut is a town in Italy, where
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Saturn Iny concenled. Manny of the iaws were also “doposited in
in his temple, for lnws wero sacred in that day.,

“"Thoe greek words which stand for Saturn and Timo differ ouly
in ono lotter, and on this account Saturn is represented as dovour-
ing his children and casting thun up again, as Time dovours and
consumes all things which it has produced, which at longth revive
ngain and ave, as it were, renowed: Days, months and yoars aro
th- children of Time which he constantly dovours and produces
avew.  The numo of Saturn is said to be derived from the Latin,
Satur—full—satisficd—menning a God who is satisfied with his
own comprehensive powers.”

LEITER FROM W. B. O00KE.

New Yorx.
TrizNp HARGRAVE,—

You will sco Ly tho above that I am in Now York City, of
which I can say nothing at present boyond just mentioning for
Eyre Evans that I met and had a conversation with his brother
of tho Graphie.

I have already given you some description of Buffalo; Rochester
you know something of from a visit. I found it thik with
Spiritualists—the best class I met thero wero the veaders of the
Index. My hopo of Western Now York is in the young lawyors
and doctors, the younger branches of both these professions heing
far advanced in cultured Freethought. The working men bere
have formed themsclves into a distinct party, and in proportion
as thay keep distinet fro1r the Republican and Democrat their
power will be felt ; but 1 fear the tricks of professional politicians
on one side, and their old predispositions on the other, will causo
some of them to be seduce] by old party cries, and prevent their
nominations being successful, henco their power not being fels
will not bo sought after.

In Rochester T fell in with a strange spesimen of an orthodux
lawyer, and was surprised +t hit inviting me home to tea. I had
to refuso that evening as Ingersoll lectured for ono night only, I
told him T would not miss tho opportunity of heaving him, ~Ile
pressed nio to call at his office the followiag afternoon, wkich I
did, and accompanied bim home. I think ke purposcly forgot my
name, and intieduced me w bis wife and family as tho + Radical
Missionary ”; I afterwards discovered that his wife was a Matori-
alist. I assure you that it was a pleasant refiection to think that
hohad the good senso to gratify his wiiv's taste by introducing a
kindred spirit to her company. We had a spirited controversy,
freo {row offence or ill-feclivg. I felt that he respreted tho honest
Athcism of his wife, and that neither her moral worth nor happiness
was loasened by hier opposite opinions,and could not hut remark that
in that respect he was suporior to tho Deity ho worshipped, as tho
common crthodox beliet is, that faith is tho higheat heavenly
virtue and unbelief tho direst calamity—with the penalty of
certair unending torment.,

Syracuzo was my next placo—a liberal and lively city. It Las
no organized body of Freethinkers under that name, but has a
Inrge and liberal element. Here tho Unitarian clement preo.
pouderates. Orthodoxy lhero is as rotten as icy snow under an
April sun. It is percolated and honeycombed by a libernlism
which will nover freeze thought permanently again. Tho Rev.
Ezckiel W. Munday, an Indepondent in fact as well a1 in name,
is doing good work hero by Ereaking down tho barriors of pre-
judice. I heard him preach a good sormon on * Croed and
Conduct,” from tho parable of the good Samaritan, in which he
showod that the (rue man was the Samaritan Horetic, not the
Onrthodox Priest nor Levite.  Ho repudiated, with something liko
scorn, the beliof that good conduct could not bo acceptablo to God
unless accompanied by true theology, maintaining throughout that
it, and it only, was tho ono abscluto test of worth; that it could
bo no pleasuro to God to meet once in soven days to pray and
praiso him if it did not benofit us. Ho donounced the doctrino of
Hell in unmessured terms, and *said boldly that it was better to
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blot out both heaven and holl thun have both. I spentan hour
or more with him in his study, and have a standing invitation to
visit Lim when I again visit Syracuse., I aftorwards called on
Bishop Huntington, and tock his order for the Fortnightly, e
is a fino spevimen of the Evangelical English Churchiman. 1le
appeared rather timid of Spencer, Tyndall and Huxloy, and I
think regards them as a dangerous trinity ; but, being of n cot-
troversial disposition will fight them rather than shirk them,
Formerly I was afraid of ecclesinstical drapery. I then considercd
it added dignity to the wearer, but experienco is muking mo
scopticu] respecting human greatuess. The moro I seo of socicty,
the more I wn convinced that che mental differenco botween man
and man iz nothing like so groat as our falso educations huvo
forced us to belicve. My associations and oxporience embraco
porsous widely divergent in professional ealling, Judgos, States-
wen, Doctors, Divines, &c., aud it is only occasionslly I focl
myself in tho presence of a mnaster mind, and then not always
one whom society has set aside for his greatness.

In Albany I had the good fortu.e to meot an old acquaintanee;
one well tmined in Freothought in England, ho is the active
spirit of a good Freethought Society, comprising nearly ono
hundred mombers with an attendance of from two Luudred to
three hundred visitors. Their meetings aro conducted in the
main much like cur own; spcech or essay, after which a
debate of nbout ono and a half hour, tho first opposition
speaker occupies twenty minutes, following spenkers ten
minutes cach. There is more talent in tho Albany Socicty
than in any Ficethought Society I am acquainted with. Thoy
possess at least two good writers and four good speakers. Tho
speakers aro roady debaters, each with a well stored mind and
casy, cffective, and fluent delivery. Tho writers and speakers I
name are 1ouch superior to myself. At the request of my friend
I spoko twice there in reply to the leading opposition—onco on
“ Rationalism versug Orther'oxy,” and once on the “ Resurrection
of Jesus,” Thero is also in Albany a literary liberal organization,
called the “ Young Aen's Association,” which offers pohitical
aspirants the first step on the ladder to fame, one of the eandi-
dates for President cngaged Ingersoll to deliver two separate
lectures. Between tho first and second visit Dr. Iiving Magee,
a talented and popular preacher, who was nominated on both
tickets as curator, replied to Ingersoll's lecturo m hus abisence and
stated that Ingersoll had, at the Delevin Hotel, called Jesus (hnsy
“u dirty little Jew.” On Ingersoll's second visit he chzllanged the
statement, stating that if the Doctor did not give his authority for
the unfounded assertion ho should tell the audience, ““it wasa
dirty little lie,” the authoiity was not forth-coming and the Doctor
had to father tho “dirty little lie.”” Tho Associztion put Imgersoll
in nowinution as curctor agaiuet the Ductor and he polled nearly
two hundred votes. This tells-well for tho liberal pluck of Albany.
1 encloze voting paper. It will be gratifying to you to Drear that
tho Albany Socicty wero so favourably Impressed with tho hend-
ing of the FREETHUUGHT JoURNAL, that they have given ordurs for
our printed motto, in the order on our paper, to bo painted on the
wall of their meeting-room—ornawentally, and in as attractivo a
stylo as their best artist can display it. I left tho copics of the
FreernovenT JoURNAL with Mr. Joseph deDonough,wha promised
to do all he could to extend its circulation in Albany and Troy—
two fine citics and cach full of Frecthinkers, but, I am sorry tosay,
trade is frightfully dull in both places. 1 expect to reach home
by the Queen’s Bivthduy, If you or any of the frends hava
leisuro pléaso drep mo a line during tho weck—I long to hear how
you are going on. I will givo you a special Iotier on tho Oncida
Community during the weck with a slight notice of American
Social Communities ; it was a subject I was much at sea on till 1
visited the 3tate of Now York and conversed with commumsts,
and hoard thoir story as well tho story of their enomics.

April 1, 1878,

B. F. Undorwood loctared at Springfield, Ill., April 14th,
and will locturo at Kirksville, Mo., 16th to 21st; Warsaw, Mo,
23rd, 24th, 25th.
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OUR REVEREND OPPONENTS.

The Rev. Mr. Iandfurd asks: *“What have Atheists to offer
usir laco of God and the Biblo?" In the Grst placo ho will per-
mi. as to vemark, that if a person was afllicted with a diseaso and
a physicizn were to tel] Lim that he could, by abaudumug certain
hahits, be casily cured, would the patient be Likely to ask, « what
have you to offor mo in tho place of the discase i” If ho did, the
phyaician would probably answer him as we do Mr. IHandford,
health. The Rev. gentlaman enumerated what ho said ho would
have to give up.  Besides his Gud and his Bible, ho would havo
to part with his associntions, his books, and last, but wo suspect
not least, lis occupation. ¢ Zes,” said the preacher pathetically,
“my dear old Looks wust go. Shakespeare, Milton, Browning,
Clarke, Konts, Goethe all all must go.”  # What,” ho exclaimed,
“do I want of thom if thers is uo Ged ; if they have all this timo
been deceiving mo ! Thoso who have read the writings of Bavon
Von Gocthe, will understand how little the Rev. gentloman kuew
of what ho was talking. DBut is it true that he will bave to give
up his booka? Does he not admire the Ilind of Howmor, the poems
of Virgil, the orations of Cresar and the histories of Xeuoplon,
though thoy all talk of gods which be will tell us aro myths;
though thoy teach that Jupiter wag tho king and Juno Queen of
Heavon? Can ho not study and admiro the morality tsught by
Socrates and tho eloquonce of Demosthones, though they called on
and worshiped tho ancient gods of Geoocco? JMr. ITandford will
admit that those gods were but the cication of mav’s brain—
futuro generations will say the samo of Z%is God. Wo admit,
howover, that he would haveto give up some thiugs, and for
which Do has a right to demand an equivalent. Ho would Lave
to givo up the lea that tho Bible is anything moro than man's
production ; with the belief that the punishmint of innocent ¢hild-
ren for the guilt of their pavonts is consonant with justice ; with
his belief in what Col. Ingersoll calls, ““tho bankrupt schemo of
salvation and tho credit systom for sin,” by which men can go
on sinning during lifo and on their death bods charge the whole
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debt to Chuist and onter heaven a white-washed bankrupt, 1o
would have ta give up tho chaing of fear and superstition, which
bind the intollect and fetter the mind  Wo offer in: pluce of thiy,
tho relijion of humanity, of love, of kinduess und of chavity, We
offer him freedom fiom craven fear and superstitious adoration ;
wo offor hitn an unfettored intellect, and an honest hatred to ve-
venge, and eruelty, and weong, whethor committed by men or gods,
Following in the train of a belief in gods, duerils aud ghosts ave
warg, plagues, drunkenness, cruelty and wisery—theso are dor of o
blind faith in gods and devils, -The Religion of Humanity
olterss the opposite of all theso ; poace, health, progress and happi-
ness here, and now.  Iuppiness hero is not possible to those who
belicve in a holl and o heaven hereafter.  Along with the selfish
hovo of heaven must go tho fear of hell. We do not envy the
man who can ¢all himself bappy becauso e imagiucs Ae is safe,
whilo ho belioves that untold millions ave suffering, and will
suffer, in hell oternally.  Mr. Handford scemed to think he hud
made a strong point when ho quoted Bradluugh as saying that “all
children are born Atheists,” and then saying with Paul that,
“when I was a child, I thought as a child; but when I becamo a
man I put away childish things.” The founder of Mothodism
had not only uttered the same truth long before, but said that
“by naturo wo are mero Atheists and know nothing of God.” Mr.
Handford also eaid that kis * insepe.abLlo ouvironment would 10t
wonld not allow him to be an Atheist.” What is the greatest
factor in the formation ot that environment? If, as Wesley and
Bradlaugh say, woe aro by nature Atheists our carly education
forms our beliefs for us. Persons interested in propagating the
Lelief in a God instil it iuto the mind of tho young Atheist bofore
ke is capable of judging right fromn wrong, tho reasonable from the
cbsurd.  If Mr. Handford lad been born in Constautinople his
“1nsejernblo environment " would probably have mado him a
Mohiar medan, and as he was born an Atheist, had he not been
tanght to believe in a God, ho would have been an Atheist still.

EDITOEIAL NOTES AND NOTICES.

Professor (}) Clarke Braden has, for some woeks past, beon
reading cssays before Canadian audiences in defonce of Christi-
anity, in which, with in:ufterablo egotism, ho assumes tho role
of a teacker of teachers. 1ore is his essay to the clergy on their
“dutics as ministers of religion in relation to Infidelity,”
epitomized.  * You are not aware, Rev. gentlemun, of tho great
number of Infidels in your midst. Beside those who are o,unly
such, they are in your colleges and schools, thoy are found in your
pews, and bavo oven invaded tho sacred rauks of the holy minis:
try itself. Something must be done. Tho weapons you have
hoen using ate old, worn out, rusty and useless; in fact, Rov-
sirs, you are powerless to combat Modern Infidelity. T, gentlo
men, havo been in this business for twenty years ; tho weapons
1 uso are new, polished and invinctblo ; Speacer, Tyndall, Darwin,
all fall Lefore my terrible blows, engago ms for a course of lec.
tures and you will oot Lo again troubled by these ternble Infidels.”
Most of his cssays aro a compilation of the arguments of Warbur-
ton, Paley Batler, and Sir Wm. Hamilton. Ho knows just
enough of tho theory of Evolution to mis-stato, manglo and distort
it, and usos clumsily tho argumonts of Dawson, Cook, and McCosh
against tho theory.  “ Drowning men catch at a straw,” but wo
did not supposo the clorgy of Canada had beoomoe roduced to such
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a pass that they would “catch ” at such a amall straw as this
American Professor.

Mr. Allen Pringlo will accept our thanks for a copy of his
answer to tho Rev. . W. McLean of Belleville, who, it appears,
delivered a lecture in that oity in snswor to Mr. B. F. Underwood,
aftor tho latter gentleman had loft Bollovill- and was &t a safe
distance. DBoth the Intelligencer, in which a synopsis of Mr.,
McLean's lecture appoared, and tho Ontario vefused insortion to
Mo Pringle’s communication ; but our Liberal friends, determined
that neither the bigotry of Belleville pricsts, nor the illiberality
of tho Bellovillo press should stifle discussion, printed one thou-
sand copics of his article in sheot form and distributed them with-
out charge. In concluding his able article, Mr. Pringle says: «I
will gimply, in conclusion, invite Rov. Mr, McLean or soms
other clergyman of Belleville, to meet Mr. Underwood in debato
upon these yuestions, when they could be fully and thoroughly
dealt with. Belleville boasts of a College and University, and
gurely it can furnish a theologian or professor both willing and
compotent to defend its religion and its theology, if they are de-
fensiblo. We, of conrso, aver that they aro utterly untonable and
indefonsible, Should this invitation or challengo to debate be
accopted, wo will communicato with Mr. Undorwood and meko
necessary arrangements, I may say that Mr. Underwood iz a
ropresontative exponeat of Liboralism or Materialisin in Awmerica,
and should it be desired, we will furnish amplo credentials.”

William Emmette Coleman the able writer and earneat Free-
thinker, is doing an oxcellent and brave work, battling against
the fossilized orthodoxy of the Academy of Science at Jeavenwortls,
Kansas, He is delivering a course of lectures bofors that institu-
tion on “ Darwinism,” ¢ Evolution of Man” and ¢ Tho Animal
Ancestors of the Human Race, from the Moner to Man” Wo
take the liberty to make tho following extract from a private
lotter from hit :—¢ I am stirring up the Christians hero at tho
Academy—last night I had a pitched battle with them. They
havo ruled there for years, and driven away all Rationalists in
disgust, not allowing them to spenk ; and thoy nro trying to do
to do tho samo thing with me, but I don't scare worth a cent ; I
won't bo put down, and I intond to fight them to tho cnd,as 1
know my rights and will majatain them,”

Wo publish, in this issuo, an intovesting letter from our friend
Mr W. B. Cooke. His friends in Canada will be glad to hear
that ho is doing successful work as a “ missionary” in the causo
in which we are all interested—radical Froethought. Wo are
pleased to rote that ho promises usa letter descriptive of American
Communism.

Weare endebted to D. M. McMillan, Esq., of Chilliwack, B.C.,
for & copy of the Annual Report on Public Schools of British
Columbia for 1875-1876. The Report contains an amendment to
the “ Public Scliool Acts” for that Province, from which we make
tho following extiacts, and would commond thom to the serious
aitention and consideration of other Provinces, and our neighbors
across the line, as being worthy of imitation.

Section 14. “ No Trustoe shall hald the Offico of Toacher within
the District of which he is a Trustee; Provided always, that no
clorgyman of any denominstion shall bo eligible for tho position
of Superintendent, Doputy Superintendent, Teacher or Trustes.”

Section 41. ¢ All Public Schools established under the provi-
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sions of this Act, shall bo conducted upon strictly secular and non
soctariun principles. Tho highest Morality shall be inculcated,
but no religious doginas or creod shall bo taught.”

Such is tho law in British Columbia, and it is strictly enforcod.
Mr. Nicholzon, Principal of the High School in Victoris, who
attompted to ovade the law by wsuming that tho ¢ highest moral.
ity ” could only be found in the Bible, and thorefore continued ity
uso in tho High School, hus been foreed, by the Board of Educa-
tion for the Y rovince, to submit or resign. In doiug so, tho Board
ninply decided that sccular means socular.

Owing to tho many potty porsccutions, to which, especially in
amall towns and villages, Freethinkors aro suljecled, wo will, as
anncunced 1 our lust issue, mail tho JOurNAL in scparate
wiappeu.

We are under obligation to Mr. Joln T. Hawko for transcrib-
ing from the Short-hand Mugazine part of a valuable articlo on
¢ Prehistoric Tiu-ts"” which appoars in this issue. Our readers
will bn pleased to learn thut we will soon commoence in the
JOURNAL an original story, by Mr. Hawko ; and from his known
ability as a writer, we can promise thom that it will be & good one.

o

Jamos Antlony Froudo, the eminent English historian, has
sont 25 articlo to the Internatical Review of .Now Yor)f, contain-
ing nost romarkable statements upon tho subject of science und
religion.  Ho holds that the present state of religious opinion
throughout tho world is extremely critical ; that thoologiuns no
longor speak with authority ; that those who uphold grt}xodoxy
caunot ugreo on what ground to dofend it ; that materialism all
over Europo is respoctfully listenod to whon it aflirms_that the
claims of revelation cannot bo maintained ; and the oxistence of
God and of a futuro state, tho origin of man, the nature of con-
scionco of man, and the distinction botwoen good and evil, ave all
open questions. Ho says that no serious consoquences, at loast
in England and Americe, aro yet outwardiy apparcnt, and that
tho ontire generation at present alivo may pass away beforo the in-
ward chango shows itselt in marked oxternal symptoms 3 but that
it is cortain that religious opinion is moving with increasing specd
along s track which it will nover retrace and towards issucs in-
finitely momentous.—Press Despatch.

About tho samo timo above appeared in print, Lont Salisbury
gave ntteranco to tho same thought but in much stronger ln.n-
guago. Inreply toa member of that angust Ionso, who had bowail
od the prevaloneo of Materialism and its rapid increase in Groat
Britain, Lord Salisbury said: ¢ It is truo, tho world has taken a
grand step forwand, and the noxt goneration will, in religious
thought, be in advance of this. Wo cannot, in this ago, accopt as
truth tho religion of our forefathors.”

Through the kindnoss of our friend, Wm. Sisson, Esq., wo lu}vo
had the pleasure of roading Miss Susan 1L Wixons charming
book for the young, ¢ Apples of Gold.” While entirely froo from
the superstition of Christianity, it inculeates the higl:cst and
purest morality ; overy story in the book poinﬁ'ng to, aud en&gw
ing upon the attention, somo great moral principle. We .admxro,
and fully endorse tho stand taken by Miss Wi.xon regardfng tho
injustico of the prosent system of inequality in the punishment
inflicted by socioty on delinquents, simply becauso the.y happon to
bolong to different sexcs, but wo scarcely think that either abo.uld
bo received with open arms, but rather that otk a!:ould bo punish-
ed by social banishment until a thorough reformation takes place.
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Bociety can punish where othor lawa cannot reach ; and what is
wanted is, that punishment should bo squully moted out.  Apples
of Gold” should bo in every Camadian liberal house-hold.
In this reading ngo childron will read sumething, wnd it is
the duty of Liboral parents to furnish them reading which will
not bias their winds in favor of what we think baneful—the
christian 1cligion. Published by J. P. Mendum, Boston, at $1,50,
and for sale by Alfred Piddington, Toronto, at publishers price,
postago paid,

A new Freothought papor, to bo called tho ZLiberal Age will
soon make its appearanco. It will bo edited and published, by
Oliver Hull Lowroy, at 41 South Clurk St., Chicago, Mr. Lowrey
has biad somne experience a3 a journalist in Baltimore and Now
York, and is favorably spoken of by the Fibernl editors of tho
United States. In size, and make up, it will bo similar to the
Boston Investigator, and will be issucd weckly at $2 a year. In
tho first number a portrait of Col. Robt. G. Ingersol), with a
skotch of bis life, is promised. Chicago needs a good culturud
Freothought paper and wo believo that brother Lowrey is just
tho man to supply the noed. Wo wish him every success.

The firs; number of The Physiologist is beforo the public, and
we extend to it a hearty welcoms, bolieving that such a publi-
cation is 1uch needed. We understand it intonds to utilizo the
bost from all systems, and designs o bo “a harbingor of healing
to the household, a guide to tho grand vestibule of the temple
of life and physical purity, harmony and happiness, It promiscs
to “ wage no war against any person, systom or institution,” and
yot, ““ to du its own thinking independently, and express its con-
clusions freely”—a difficult task. This number contaius able arti-
cles by Elizaboth Oskes Smith; E. G. Cook, M. D; S. H,.
Preston ; Mrs, Elmina D. Slenker, and the editor, Mrs. Sara B,
Chase, A. BI. M. D. The Physiologist is a large sixteen-page
monthly and is published at $1.50 per annum. Address Sara B.
Chase, A. M. M. D., 56 west 33rd. St., Now York.

———

Wo have received from the author, W. S. Bell, o copy of his
pamphlet, entitled, “The Resurrcction of Jesus,” and we fully en-
dorse the opinion of our friend, Wm. Sisson, Esq., regarding it.
The author shows that the evidence in favor of the resurrection
of Christ, is not of a character that would convinco men, of even
a comn:onplace occurrence, much less of so stupendous, and in-
credible an ovent as tho resurrection from the dead of Jesus or of
anyone clse. D. M. Bennett, New York, publisher. Price fifty
cents. ’

———

Will thoso who have extra copies of numbers one and two of
the JOURNAL please send them to us, as wo havo not singlo copy
left, thoughs we issucd five thousand of each. Some of our new
subscribers are anxious to get all the back numbers, bence the
request.

&&F" We havo again to ask all thoso who have not remittad for
the JourNar, to do 30 at once.

.ThoToronto Freethought Associaticn has presented Mrs, Marples,
widow of the Rev. John Marples, with the sum of twenty dollars
from the Benovolent Fund of the Association.

We have a few excellent phutographs of Col. Robt. G, Ingersoll,
which wo will send free of postage for twenty-five cente eacbh.

The following cotrespondence occurrod botween Mr, Braden,
during his late visit to Toronto, aud the editor of this Jounssr.
For tho information ot our readers and to show how honourable(})
Mpr. Braden is, wo will inform thom that his letter, in which ho
offers to lecturo under tho auspices of the Toronto Freothought
Asgociation was read (Ly bis request) to our audionce in Albert
Hall. Mr. Bradon also, a8 requestod by us, read our letter to his
audionce i the Young Men's Christian Associstion Hall ; after
which he held up and rvad what he said was the answer he had
prepaved to send, but left out that part of it which we print in
italics. Wo who were present, and wo believe overy porson in his
audionce supposed he lad read the wholoanswer. Those who have
heard his essay,  What tho world owes to Christianity,” will know
whetlior his first reason for refusing our challengo is an evasion or
not. We are inclined to think that the reason given which ho did
a9¢ read to his audionce was tho true one,

Toronto, March 31, 1878,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE.

DEar Sir,—Will yon boe so kind as to reed tho inclosed notice
of my lectures for this weck beforv the Toronto Frecthought Asso-
cintion at their meeting to-night in Albert Hall,

Will you also mad the accompanying note to the Association. I
ronew my offer to accept your offer of your platiorm ; I will lec-
Wednesday night, April 3rd, and Friday night, April 5th, at cight
o'clock on these terms,

1. Lectures freo but asliberal collection as can bo made be taken.

2. You insert advertisement in Globe and Muil of Tuesday and
Wednesday.

3. Advertising to be paid out of collection, the reat of collection
to go to lecturer.

4. You exort yourselves to givo me a full hearing of all Free
Thinkers of Toronto,

Tt me hoar from you at Monetary Times Office on Monday.

Yours for Freothought,
CrAarx Brapey,

Toronto, April 1, 1878,
Pzor. CArk BRapen.

DEeAr Sir,—Your favor came duly to hand, and your request to
vead it and the accompanying notice, complied with, Will you
kindly read this communication to your audience in Shaftes
bury Hall to-night. Regarding your offer to lecturo in Albert
Hall on the evenings of April 3rd and 5th, under tho auspices of
the Toronto Frecthought Association, I can but repeat what J 8aid
in my letter to you last Friday; that we have control of tho Hall
only on Sunday evening. I am too poor to pay for the use of a
Hall for you, but will make the following proposition, I will take
tho negative in & debato upon the question : “ Does the world owe
its civilization to the Christian religion 1” on the following condi-
tions.

1. The dabate to be free, and no collection taken.

2. Each to pay one half the expenses incurred.

3. The debate to be extomporancous, except reading cited author-
ities, notes and references,

4. The chairman, (to be mutually selev*ed) and ourselves only,
to occupy the platform.

5. Each to be allowed one hour.

6. Two full days notice to be given if you accept challenge.

To you who bave, as you say, lectured upon this and kindred
topics for twenty years, above conditions should not be onerous.
Awaiting your decision in the matter,

X bave tho honor to remain,
Your most obedient servant,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE.

Toronto, April 1, 1878.
W. J. R. HARGRAVE,
DraR Sir,—Yours of to-day just recoived. In resprmse permit
me to remind you that your invitation was, that I address your
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Asgociation in a lecturs. Your roply that you have .he uso of the
Il only on Sunday avening, at u time I am otherwise employed,
ronders needless furthor correspondenco on that point.

Your invitation to a discussion i1 vespectivoly *zclined, for tho
very good reason that I never have advocated the proposition thay,
“'The world owes its civilization to the religion of Christ," Yon
certatuly did not expeet me to affirm it, for no sane person blieves
it. My position was that ** The voligion of Christ, as taught in the
Now Testamont, was and is, the orviginating and controlling causo
of the political, social, domestic, intellectual, moral aud roligious
suporiority of Christian civilization vver all other civilizations.”
Thove i3 a wido differenco botween tho propositions,

Again, I am accustomed to being paid for my labor, and aot to
paying for the privilege of working.  You cerlainly did not expect
e to «bandon work forwlich I am paid, lose my time, and pay for
the privilege of working. Thero aro othor reasons, but these avo
suflicient reasons for declining your invitation.

Respactively yours,
Czark BzaDEN.

PRE-HISTORIC TIMES.®

TRANSCRIBED FROM THE SHORT-IIAND MAGAZINE.

BY JORN T. HAWKE.

Half a contury ago, if an antiquarian had been asked whero the
most ancient monuments and remaing of the buman race wero to
bes found, Lo would unhesitatingly havo referred bis questioner to
Egypt and the East. Nowadays tho secker after archeological infor-
mation would receive an answer of a very different character. He
would bo told that he could prosecuto his reseacches without evon
crossing the Channol, because on the banks of fawiliar English
rivers, and within tho boundaries of commonplace English villuges
he would find undoubtablo traces of human habitations reaching
up to an epoch 20 remote that compared with those primitive
childron of Albion, the shepherd kings of Egypt are as men of
yesterdny. It is almost Judicrous to contemplate the position of
gomo archeological enthusiast of the last generation poring pain-
fully over a coin, reverencing it for its extreme nutiguity—a pal-
try two thousand years or so—whilo all the while beacath his vory
feot there lay Luried tho cmblems of a raco of men who Lad seen
Ahippopotamit basking in tho mud of the Thames, who had tracked
the statelv mammoth to his lair in Epping Forest ; and had hunted
tho wools 4aired rhinoceros on Bluck-heath.

Sir John Lubbock classifies tho annals of pre-historic men in
four leading divisions—first, the paleolitkic or old Stone Age. The
emblems of this period aro rudo and unpolished; no traces of
metal are discernablo; and tho climatic conditions of Europe var-
ied considerably from those now prevailing, as is shown by tho ex-
istence of animals unsuited to the presont tenperatures, and which
bave since becomo extinct. Tv this and tho succeeding
epochs a very high degreo of antiquity must bo assigned, considor-
ably transcending the ordinary mundano chronology. Second,
Tho noolithic, or new Stone Age, cxhibits an advance in civiliza-
tion, Jlany of the weapous and instruments, of this poriod are
beautifully wmade, bus no metal appears to have been known, ex
cepting gold, which was sparingly used for ornamental purposcs.
Third ; next in order comes the Bronze Age, in which bronze, a com-
pound of copper and tin, was used for arms and cutting implements
of al) kinds. Fourth, In the Iron Age, bronze had been saper-
ceeded by iron for cutt'ag purposes.  This period is distinguished
from its predecessors, not mercly by the uso of iron, but by other
tokens of advancing oivilization.  Silver and lead wero in use,
letters had been invented, and coins struck.

It will be easily understood that these several eras ave not separ-
gtod from each other by any hard ard fast line of demarcatiou ;
on the contrary, thoy overlap and irwrmingle. Human naturo is

® Thia catract has been transunbed from an abrndgoment in Phonograptue
Shert hand, of & rusiew ®iadl, appearced un the Lunden uies ot Sirdohin
Lubbock's celebrated work, entitled, ** Pro-historic Times."—J. T. H.

- A ——— — - ot o = —

too consarvative to allow an old contrivanco to bo readily vai.
quighed by a new invention, Bowsand arrows wero in vogue long
aftor tho discovery of gunpowder ; steamn vessels Lave not yet rue-
ceeded in drivingsailing ships from the sea, and so stone aud
broazo imploments wore in use during the ago of ivon, And as wa
do not know when these trausitionnl stages of human progress tw
gun, 0 neither cun wo say whor thoy respeotively torminated. I
fact, theio ave savago tribes, such as the Andavan Islanders, whidk
avo still in the Svono Age.

The Iron Ago can hardly bo regurded as pre-historic, for ing e
countrics—Demorara for exsmple—it is reckoned not to have set
in till after tho commencement of the Christian era. Sir John
Lubbock, who prefors to trace our pre-hittoric annals in an upwird
direction towards their source dwells very briefly on the Iron Age,
which on account of its comparitive modernness, is less interesting
than its prodecessors, but no affords a conclusive proof, that the
Ago of Bronzo superseded tho Age of Iron, Some men ask, how
it eamo to pass that the men of the Bronze Agoe prefaired copjar
to iron, scoing that iron is a far commoner metal, and much better
adapted to cutting purvoses, The answer is, that ivort being almost
invariably found in the form of ore, would not readily attract the
observation of ignorant persons ; while copper is found often in a
native condition, its ores aro striking to the oye, and it would be
much more amenatlo to the efforts of a primitive hammer-man.
We may observa that the word “brass"” which occurs thirty-eight
times in tho Pentateuch should be translated **bronze,” brags beinga
compound of copper and zine, an slloy unknown to the ancients.
The difticulty is to decide where the primitive people got their tin
from. Some have supposed that they used a compound ore con-
taining both copper and tin. Unfortunately this convement
theory is opposed by the fact that e«ch ores are extromoly rare, and
that thoy cannot be assimilated 80 as to form a metallic compownd.
Wo aro therefore driven to the conclusion that the bronze men ob-
tained ther tin from Cornwall, the only tin mine in the world of
any importance, except that found in tho island of Banca in the
Indian Archipelago. Sir J. Lubbock supports this view, belivving
that the knowledge of bronze was introduced into Europe from the
East, and that the Phonceeians were the purveyors of tingfroa the
Cornwall mines.  This supposition opens up & very interesting
viow of European commerco at a period certainly not later than
1200 8. C. Wo may be suro that the Phonccians did not under-
take that perilous voyage to the Lizard Point for nothing ; but tha
they charged a pretty high price for their merchandise, What
did they take in exchange from the Irishimen, the Swiss, and the

' Danes ; and how was tho imported tin introduced into an inland

country like Switzerland? So much locomotion and intercom
munication implies a high degree of civilization ; for tho savage races
of modern times can show nothing of the sort, and yet judging by
relics they have left behind them, these bronze men were no fur
ther advanced than some of our modern savages. The only way
of escnpingfrom the difticulty is by supposing that all the civilization
belonged to the Phonaxcians ; that they had their charter partics, and
bills of lading, and energetic commercial men who waded through
tho Irish bogs, and sealed Alpine ronges for tho sake of doing
business, while their customers bore the same relation to thew
that an Ashantee chief bears to the Liverpool skipper who buss
his palm oil in exchange for gunpowder and IIanchester prints
The chapter dovoted to American Antiguities wilt be 1ead witk
great interest by Europeans. Americans need no longer allege
that thoy must visit Europo in order to sce the ruins of former
ages, for their own country teems with monuments of the past
Theso antiquities may be arranged in two great divisions—imple
ments (including ornaments) and earthworks. Tho bono and
stone implements closely resemblo those of Europe, while the me
tallic implements consist of almost pure copper.  In Ainnesota an
ancient copper minc was discovered, ronsisting of external excavi
tions, often twenty-five or thirty fect deep, aud extending over an
area of sevoral miles. 1In theso shafts the stone mawls and ham-
mers of the primitive work:nen were found, and more than one gen
erativn of grgantic forest trees had feund timeto flourish and decay
upon the mounds produced by the rubbish thrown up from then
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shafts. Curiously enough this copper was wrought cold ; tho work-
men appear to have been unnequainted with the smelting power of
fira, and thorefore though though they used metal for their imple-
wents, they may in ono senso bo suid to have hived in the Stono
Age, sinco they used their copper as if it woro stone.

‘The carthworks are chivy found in the central parts of the
United States, They decrease in number towards tho Atlantic,
west of the Rocky dountains, and in British Amerien. Somo of
tho defousive earthworks aro of immense proportions, Weo aro
told of one near Nowark in the Scioto Valley which covers an aren
of four square miles, The walls at tho gateway of this fortifica-
tion aro sixteen feet high, and the ditch thirteen feot deep.

t Many of these ancient mnonuments are being rapidly obliterated
by tho plow, or covered with buildings; so that before long
tho writings uud sketches of archeologists wili afford tho only
proof of their existence. As to art, the primitive men of America
M wero far in advanco of their contemporaries. In Europe the prim-
g itive pottery is of the rudest description, and “in no single case,”
says Dr. Wilson, “is any attompt wado to imitate leaf or flower,
bird, beast or any siugle natural object,” whoreas in Amorica the
art of pottery had attained to & high degree of perfection. Somo
g of the vakos found in the tumulii, rival in cleganco of model,
¥ delicacy and finish, the best Feruvian specimens. The tobacco
pnpes are, of courso, the distinctive Amorican feature. Many of
these aro ornamented with spirited representatiors of Livds and
beasts.  On the pipes dug from the the mines of Ohio, thero bhave
N been found no less than soven representations of the Manateo,
t sort of tropical walrus, now found only off tho coast of Florida,
t » thousand miles away. This fuct would imnply eithor that the Ohio
men of that age wore as fond of ocomotion as their modern
represontatives, or that some great changoe has occurred in the
distribution of animal life. This fondness of depicting birds and
beasts, is curiously illustrated by the “aniwal mounds,” as they
aro callec, which are principally found in the southern couutics
of Wisconsin, and aro elevations of from ono to fourfeet in height,
representing on a gigantic scale,men, buflalo, elks—in fact, quadru-
peds, birds and roptiles of overy description.
B Necar Grenville, Ohio, there is an carthwork 250 feet long,
| representing an alligator, and in another county, in the same State,
s serpent winds for ono thousand tfecet along the spur of a hill.
Tho Iudians, although reverencing these animal mounds, ave un.
ablo to afford any cluo to their origin. In making the streets of
R Milwaukeo, soveral of thewr were entircly removed. They ave
B not sepulchral, and, excopt by accident, thoy contaia no implement
or ornament.

Moro interesting over than tho records of the Bronzo age,
becauss indicating & period of much greater remotoness, aro tho
N remaing of tho cave dwellors, as found in the south of Eungland
and vavious parts of Fianco. In theso caves, often buried under |
a thick gathoring of stalagmito, have been found buried human
romains and works of art, such as arrows, beads and flint knives,
together with the bones of extinci quadrupeds; a human skull
wa3 discovered, in no wise differing from tho skulls of tho present
race. ¢ It is,” says Prof. Huxloy, “a fair average skull, which
might have belonged to a philosopher, or might have contained
g the thoughtless brains of a savage.” Tho celobrated cave of
b Aurignac, in the south of France, was discovered by accident. A
peasant seeing & rabbit run into a hole on a steop slope, put in
bis hand, and to his surprise, pulled out a huwman bone. Further
search produced no less thau seventoen human skulls,. Unfortu-
nately for the I~terosts of scicnce, the mayor of Aurignac caused
R theso skulls to bo redinterrod, and then somo years after Al
Lartet, an antiquarian, explored the cavern, thoy could not bo
found again. Tho bones of numerous quadrupeds—somo of oxtinct,
b others of oxisting species, and as many of tho bones bore tho
marks of knives, be concluded that the cavern bad beor used as a

burial place, and that finally foasts woro held there, No implo-
ments, however, appoar to bave been discovered at Aurigunac, ot
18 it possible to prove that the human skulls found thero belonged |
to tho samo poriod as tho bones of tho mammoths and the

® thinoceres, -

Tho climate of Western Europe must bave beon very ditferent
at that time to what it is now. ‘lhe presoueo of tho remndeer, thoe
chawmois aud the ibex indicate a climato of arctic sovevity, “The
mammoth, ns is well known from thoe almost perfoct specimen dis-
covered in Siberia, was o native of cold countries; and tho
rhineceros, with his woolly cont, was evidently intended to enduro
a moro freozing temporature than his modern roprosentative,
Again, the necumnfation of animal remaing in theso caves would
have been insupportable to the humen inmates ift the climato had
reseinbled that of the present day; it s ouly within the arctic
circlo that wo find tho modern suvage dwelling with impunity
surrounded by heaps of bones and flesh.  But how, under these
circumstances, aro wo to account for the prosence of the hippopot-
amus, an animal which, according to our present notions, would
tind himself exceedingly inconvenionced by frost? Somo inveati-
gators have supposed that tho hippopotawus migrated during the
cold weathor—a very improbable course when wo considor their
unwieldy bulk and slow progress on Jand ; others .ad apparently
Sir John Lubbock among thew, incline to think thet the
hppopotamus does not belong to the samo epoch as tho other
animals ; that Lie ropresents 2 perioc of excessivo hoat, just as thoy
reprosont a period of excessive cold,

———

OAURCH PROPERTY AND CONFISCATION.

“ During tho last ton years the Iltalian government confiscated
and sold $106,000,000 of church property.—Newspaper item.

Such is tho end.  There ave three stepz in all.  Privilege, un-
duo accumulation, and cor fiscation. In France there were tho
same stops and the samo result; and we know tho bistory
of Mexico — :. tells tho same story.  Shall wo profit by
theso lessons, or sball woe go blindly drifdng on over the same
sex, bencath whoso tossing waters lie thick strown the wrecks of
nations and states, sent to tho bottom becauso they had not yot
learned tho law cf justice and religivus liberty 7 Does not the
Church herself know that such wrong always brings ite sure mtri-
bution,or are her magnates carclessaliko of the weal or wos of their
succassors?  Zkey can bask in the sunshine of present prosperity,
Hut those to whom they shall teansmit tho 'egacy of their privil-
cge-bought wea'th must face the storm whon the da of reckon-
ing shall have arrived.  Where is theiv charity, their ostentatious
love, their loudly paraded brotherly kindness? D> they vainly
imagino that from this day onward their accumulating is to go on
uachecked ; that their property, exemped frow all tho burdens of
government, is henceforth to Lo ullowed to pile up without lot or
hindrance, while all other property which has to compete with it
aguinst such odds, must continue to decrease,—~T1 say, do they im-
agino that this is to bo the suate of things in the futurel inttors
can continuo as they me now going for a time, then cometh—rovo-
lution and confiscation,~ happy will we boe if it be not accompa-
nied by bleodshed and pillage.  Such, I repeat, are tho lessons of
histors, and we must heed them if we would not that we or our
children should to-morrow sufter the consequence of our to-day's
negleet of duty. Ecclesiastical property wmust pay its just pro-
portunato share of taxatiou. It asks for the protection of govern-
ment, and it must pay tho expenses of that protection just ws all
other property does. ~ Priviicge must bo atolished, and thorulo of
cqual and ubsolute justic? must tako its placo. (It is the work
of Froethought to force this upon theattention of governments and
peoples until civil, social, and religious rights aro secured to all,
irrespectivo of raco, religion, sex or position. .

Tho thought of the world is ripening for this grand consummation,
and wo must do our part in the grand work.

Florence, Iowa. E, C. WALZER.

Mr. Labouchero doclares that ho recently went to church, which is
hardly credible, and that beng thero ho was eiticd by an eccontric
cxhilition of clerical pronunciation.  The well kn\)\_\ n text, © He that hath
cars to hear, let bim hear,” was 8o successfully dulguucd by a Ritualistic
“'pricst ™ as to sound somothing like, *¢ Ho that hath yuscs to yaw lot him
yaw.”"—{Excbange.
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THE THREE PREACHERS.

Lhero ave threo preachers, over preaching.
Inlled with eloguenco and power ;
Ono iy old, with locks of wﬁite,
Skinny as an anchorite,
And ho preaches every hour
With a shrill fanstic voice
Aud a bigots ficry scorn,
‘ Backward ! yo resumptuous nations,
Man to misery is born,
Born to drudge and sweat and suffer,
Born to labour and to pray.
Backward ! yo presumptuous nations
Back!! be humble and obey.”
* * * *

Milder is tho scecond preacher,

Soft ho speaks as though ho sung ;
Sleck and slothful is his lonk,

And his words as from a book
Issuo glibly from his tongue.

With an air of self control,

High ho lifts his snow white hands—
‘¢ Stand yo still, yo restless nations,
And be happy all ye lands.

Fato is law, and law is perfect ;

1f yo meddle ye will mar,

Chango is rash, and ever was so,
Wo are happy as we are.”

. * *
Mightior, is the younger preacher,
Genius flaghes from his eye,

And the crowds who hear his voico
Give him, while their souls rejoice,
Throbbing bosoms for reply.

And they listen, yet clated,

While his stirring accents fall,

‘ ForwaRD yo doluded nations,
Progress is tho rule of all.

Man was made for healthful effort,
Tyranny hath crashed him long ,
Yo shall march from good to botter
And do battle with the wrong.
Standing utill is childish folly,
Going backward is a crimeo ;

None should patiently endure

Any ill that ho can cure—

Onward ! keop the march of time,
Onward ! \vhbo a wrong romaing
To bo conquered by the right,
Whilo oppression lifts a finger

To affront us by its might ;

While an error clouds the reason
Of the universal Heart,

Or a slave awaita his freedom,
Action is tho wise man's part,

Lo, tho world is rich in blessings,
Earth and ocean, flamo and wind,
Have un-numbered secrets still,
For the service of mankind.
Scienco is a child as yet,

And her power and scope shall grow,
And her triumnh in the future,
Shall diminish care and woo ;

Shall extend the bounds of pleasure
With an over widening kon,

And of woods and wildernesses
Mako tho homes of happy nien.
OxwaARD ! there aro ills to conquer,
Daily wieckednesses wrought ;
Tyranny is awollen with pride,
Bigotry is deitied,

Error entertwined with thought.
Vice and miscry romp and craw),
Root them out, their day has past ;
Goodness is alone immortal,

Ervil was not mado to last.

Oxwaxp ! and all carth shall aid us
Ero our peaceful flag bo furled "—
And tho preaching of this prescher,

Stirs tho pulacs of the world.—Dn. Cras. MoEay.
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TO THE ORTHODOX WIVES OF FREETHINKERS.

BY 3RS, BARA A. UNDLRWOOD.

This number of tho Fresrnovaur Jounsar will, I know, find
its way into many families whero tho hustend and futher is the
only povson who hay any interest in the doctrines and principles
of Freethought, and I have my doubts as to whother this urticle
will bo read by many of the cluss to which it is nddressod.

But I would like to suy a fow words in explanation of this
tabooed subjoct, from the stand-point of u woman who hns the
interest of her own sex neavor her heart than any or all other sub-
jects combined. It has bean ono of tho saddest things in all my
experionce, ag an avowed Freethinker, to find such a wide diverg-
ence of roiyious belief between those who should be one in
thought and sontimont ; those who stand towurd each other in the
clogo and sacred relation of husband and wife,  Becnruse I know
there ave many homes where publications like this, brougl:t into
it Ly the husband and fathor, become the source of aunoyanco,
and are looked upon with sullen disfuvor, but never looked into,
hns mrde mo venturo to ask the wives and daughters of out-
spoken Frecthinkers if thoy will not try, from & sense of justice
toward the husband and father, to make some littlo effort to
aequuint themsolves with the grounds of the religious differences
existing between themselves and their male triends ! They will
then, perhaps, understand that it 18 not from metives of puve
porversity on the part of their husbands that these differences
exist. You, whom I sddress, know wel! that in regard to inatters
that yon do fully understand and take an intorest in, that you
have contidence in tho opinion of your husbands, and find that
wiieco you differ Lhey are as often in the right as yoursclves. Not
that I would have any woman so little self-respectful as to blindly
accopt, without investigation on hor part, tho conclusions of any
man or set of men in regard to religion or any other subject. 1t
is a duty which all persons, male or female, owe to themselves to
investigato opinions for themsolves, and not to acespt the dictum
of any one clse without doing &n.

What I ark Jf you is candid thonghtful investigation into what
constitutes the differences in belief botween you and the ono
nearest and dearest to you, and when you thirk you havo foundan
argument against the belief of your husband, bo brave enough to
state that argument finnkly and fairly, go that if ho is wiong bo
may learn wheve his argumont is weak and yoursstroung. Iam
not sure of cowse, but ¥ think the majority of husbauds,
especially Freethinking lhusbands, will be found polite enough to
listen attentivzly to your objections and answer them respectfully;
elae is their boasted freodom of thought and speech nn unworthy
fiction. What thoy demand for themsclves they will certainly
grant to others, and to their wives abovoe all.

If you will do this, and bear in mind at the same time that
opinions cannot be put off or on at will like garmeats, but ars
tho slow growth and result of thougut and comparison between
conflicting ideas, end that after thinking on any subject we ars
forced to accept as truo that whick looks to us tho most reasonablo,
you will soor cease to have that uncasy sunso of wrong-doing in
your husbands which I know is so often folt by those who do not
tako tho pains to understand. 1If you will consider, too, how
nearly iapossible it is for any large number of human beings to
think quite alita oven whon they agroe on essential points; when
you consider how wmany of your honest religious neighbors can
and do believe in tho doctrinal points of the various churches to
which they belong, and doctrines to which you conld not con-
sciontously subscribe, you can perhaps botter understand why it
is impossible for some of your malo friends to beliove any part of
your religious faith. Think theso things over; it will help you
to como to a botter understanding with the one with whom you
should have no misunderstanding, aud if it does not bring you to
agrac in opinica, it will at least help you to barmsaiously ¢ agros
to diffor,” as many, I know, already Jo.

TroaNDisE, Mass,



THE FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL.

109

“FREE MORAL AGENCY" AND
BILITY."

“MORAL RESPONSI-

BY ALLEN PRINGGE.

(Concluded.)

And now as to “moral responsibility.” We will mako no
attempk to ovade the legitimato conclusions or consequences of the
doctrine of Mecessity, I'ho mamin question with overy honest in-
vestigator is, not what the consaquences of a doctrine may be, bt
13 tho ductrine wue ?  If it is truo heaccepts it and lets consequen-
ces tuke cavo of themselves. Prof. Tyndall says “ It is as fatal as
it is cowardly to blink facts because thoy aro not to our taste,”
sud with that wo heartily ugeeo.  Moral responsibility ! Tespon-
aibility to whom, or to what? The theologiau says, to God. Ho
way 80 hold himself if ho pleases, but the rationalist acknowledges
no vesponsibility or accountability to anything or anybody cxcept
to himself, his family, and socioty, and to them only in a qualified
sango.  Moral responsibility ! Am I +esponsiblo for the height of
-y stuture, for tho color of my hair, or the hue of my skin? Am
1 respounsible for being Lorn, and for first seoing the light in ono
country instead of nnother? Am I responsible for the ante-natal
conditions and influences which contributed to the moulding of
my physical and mental organization? Aml. .;cusible for the
acts of my progenitors, and for tho circumstances in which they
woved, all of which had their duo effect, as factors, in engendering,
modifying, and moulding my subsequont existenco? Am 1 respon-
sible for my early education and training, and the conditions under
which I unavoidably passed my youth? Ina word, am I respon-
sible for the combination of agencies, influences, and circumstances
which gave me birth, and subsequontly moulded my organization
to what it now is? Is it not in carly life, when tho whole
organization—body and brain—is plastic and susceptible, that cho
nascont capacities and tendencies are strer:gthencd, developed, and
oven formed, which, in after life, lead tc action and control iie
conduct? And no human being hag any control over these eavly
conditions in his own case. No ono in his senses will dony this.
I3 he responsible, ther, for their existenco? Ho mey have been
givon a low, vicious, organization. Could he help Lhimself? Iiis
consont to be born so and s0 was not asked. After ho is born his
cducation and training may be good, bad, or indifferent for aught
liocan do about it. Tho circumstances and influences under
which he is reared may bo of the worst kind, but is Ze to blame?
Is /io responsible? No, iy Christian friends! Place the vespon-
sbility where it bolongs. If tho clock is set to keep bad time,
and it keeps bad time, i3 tho clock to blame? 1Is it not rather tho
dockmaker? If a man is wado with a bad organization (as wo
know, and have proved romo are) and he, in conzequence, keeps
bad timo through life, who iz to blime! You say itis God
who makes men, and if so0, and they ave not made right,
who has tho responsibility? You say, I auticipate, man
was made right—made perfect—, but ho sinned and ¢ fell.”
This is too absurd ! Pray how could he fall, if he was perfect? This
is tho veriest stultification. There was & fendency in man’s
naturo to fall or bo could not have fallen. And if the tendency
to fall was in his nature he was not perfect. o say that
man was made perfect and yet fell is to utter » contradiction. It
will not stand a moment’s reason. This, however, is assuming tho
story of tho fall of man to be literally true. But the fuct is, that
legond isnow rogarded asallegorical not only by tho sciontific world,
but by Jarge numbers of theologians themselves. llowover,
legondary or not, tho fact still remains that tho responsibility of
imperfoction rests not with the thing formed. Whethor man bo a
product of Nature (as wo beliove), or the creation of s personal
God, it matters not so far ag his moral responsibility is concerned.
If naturo makes a botch of him and turns him out a bad job, ho
cannot help i¢, and is surely not responsible; and if God turna
out similar work the creature formed is cqually irresponsidle for
any raiss in his construction,

Tho realization of theso facts, howover, is not at all likely to

!

result in the destruction of morality and tho disintegration of
socioty, n8 somo pseudo moralists imagine. Tho lnw of progress
will go on. Tho great moral and social forcos will continue their
operation towards a highor plane, in accordance with that pro-
gressive ovolution which hes brought us where we now are.
Butler, in his ¢ Aunalogy,” as Prof. Tynduil says, ¢ showed that as
fur as human conduct is concernod, the two theories of free will
aud necossity cora to the same in the end.” But, the Necesni-
tarian, though uttorly repudinting the arbitrary * responsibility "
and accountability sought to be fixed upon man by the theologinn,
undoubtedly belioves in responsibility, or, perhaps, more propoily
speaking, in duty and right. 1o perceives that n violation of the
physical, socinl, o~ moral conditions of his Lring i natarally
followed by the ponalty of suffering, cither by bhimself or bLis
fellows ; hence the incentive to obey those conditions. Ile also
porcoives that whatever is for the highest giod of socisty is also
either directly or indirectly for his own best good as a membor
of society, or a8 an individuat; and henco the incentive to do
right. This is the utilitavian sanction of morahity, in contradistine-
tion to tho arbitrary theological sauctions, By long accumulating
oxperiences, the race postulutes tho truism that whatever tends to
the woll-being and happiness of mankind is right, whatever doea
not 8o tond is wrong.—All cruo morality tends to tho well-being
and bappiness of markind ; theroforo worality is right. This s
sanction cnough rot only for the guidanco of individual conduct,
but for all government, legislation, and law, Henco all govern-
monts, and all civil luw, should be so founded, The theological sanc-
tions, fear of bell ete., growing out of a belief in a future and an
avenging God, have proved themselves ineflsctusl, both as regards
civil govermmnonts founded thereon, and as regards individuals.
The world now wants somethiag Letter. And at the nsk of
digressing horo I must add that what the world needs now is a
sunction to guide national governments as well as individuals
which will %ot sunction the wholesale slaughtor of onoe nation by
another, and which wiil not sanction the individual in the perpo-
tration of the most atrocious crimos and cruvlties in thoe name of
theso sanctions, God aund religion. We want something better
than this. Tho theologic *sauctions” have let out too much
human blood, as tha history of cighteen centmies proves.

In P:of. Tyndall's late Birmingham Address are somo para-
graphs, touching this vexed question of moral responsibility,
which I canunot do better than quote here.  After referring to the
dogma of free will, which references were quoted in a provious
article, Prof. Tyndall goes on as follows :—

“ Here, again, we are confionted with the question cf moral
responsibitity, which it i3 desirablo to meet in its rudest form,
and in tho most uncompromising way. ¢ If'says the robber, the
ravisher, or the murderer, ¢ I act becauss I must act whaeright
havo you to hold mo responsible for my deeds’? The rveply is,
¢ Tho right of socicty to protect itself agaiust aggressivo and in-
jurious forces, whether they he bond or fiee, forces of nature or
forces of man." ¢ Then’ retorts tho criminal, ¢ you punish me for
what T cannot help' ¢Grauted’ says society, ‘but had you
known that the treadmill or the gallows was certainly in store for
you, you might have helped. Let us reason the matter fully and
fraukly out. Wo cutortain no malice or hatred against you, but
stply with & view to our own safety and punification wo aro
determined that you and such as you shall not enjoy liberty of
ovil action in our midst. Yor, who have behaved as a wild beast,
wo claim tho right to cage or kill as wo should & wild beast. Tho
public safety is a ma ter of mors importanco than the very limited
chance of your moral renovation, whilo the knowledgo that you
have been hanged by the neck may furnish to others about to do
as you have done the procisc motive which will bold them back.
If your act be such as to invoko a minor penalty, then not only
others, but yourself, may profit by tho punisbment which we
inflict. On tho howely principle that ‘a burnt child dreads the
fivo,’ it will make vou think twice beforo venturing on & repetition
of your crime. Observe, finally, tho conaistency of our conduct.
You cffend, because you caunot holp offendifig, to the public
detiiment. 'We punish, becauso we cannot holp >unishing, for the
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public good. Practically, then, as Bishop Butler predicted, we act
as the world actel when it supposed the ovil deeds I its
criminals to bo the products of free-will)’

¢YWhat,' I have heard it argued, ¢ is the use of preaching about
duty, it & man's predetermined positivn ia tie moral world rendors
hin incapavie of profiting by advico?’ Who Lknows that he is
incapable ! Tho proacher’s last word is = factor in the man's
conduct ; and it may bs & most important factor, unlocking moral
inellgies which might otherwise remain imprisoned and unused.

*

It may bo urged that, in dealing as above with my hypothetical
criminal, I am assuming a state of things brought about by the
influenco of religions which includov the dogmas of theology and
the belief in free vill—a state namely in which a moral majority
control and keep in awe an immoral minority. The heart of man
is decsitfal above all things, and desperately wicked. Withdraw,
thon, our theologic sanctions, including the balicf in free will, and
the condition of the race will be typified by the samples of
individual wickedross which have been adduced. Weo shall all,
that is, brcomo roblers, and ravishers, and murderers. From
much that has been written of late it would scem that this
astounding inference finds hovse-room in many minds. Possibly,
the people who hold such views might bo ablo to illustrate thomn
by individual instances,

*The fear of hell ’s a hangwan’s whip,
To keep the wretch in order.’
Remove tho fear, and the wreteh, following his natural instinct,
may become disorderly , but I refuse to accept him as a samplo of
humanity. *© Let us cat and drink, for to-morrow wodie’ is by no
weans tho othical consequence of & rejection of dngma.”

So much for Prof. Tyndall and mosal risponsibility, and I beg
now to make ono brief quotation from tho great thinker and
teacher Fichte. Ho says:— The moral man obers tho law of
duty 1n his breast absclutely, because it is & law unto bin; and
ho dues whatover revaals itself to him as his daty, simply becauso
1was duty.  Let not the impudent assertion bo repeated that such
an obedience, without regand for consequences, and without desiro
for consequences, 18 in itseif impossiblo and oppused to human
nature.”

I think I can now safely rest tho wholo caso here, and concludo
the subject by quoting a passage of two from the Seriptures. 1
dv tiuy, not because the facts and arguments which have boen
presented noed Seriptural clineliing, but for tho benefit of onr
orthodox friends, who alwags prefer Scriplural proofs to facts and
arzuments o matter how cogent or cenclusive. Touching tho
maral responsibility of the * robbers, rmvishers, and murderers™
spoken of above, I may quote the epinion of David (good Serip-
tural anthority surely.) e tells us in the 58th Psalm and 3nd
verse, that “The wicked aro wxtrangnd from tho womb, they go
astray as soon as they bLe born, speaking lies” Now, thisis
exactly ano point wlich I have been endeavouring to pmve in
thrse articley, that they are born $0, and heto is Dand giving tho
cwpdegrace. 1 thank thee, Jew, for that admission.” We
will now hear Paul, and then wo have done:— Far whom he did
forrknow, he also did prodestinato * * ¥ ¥ whom bo did
predestinate, them he also called. * * For tho childi~n being
not vet bom, urither having donn any good or ovil that the pur
poe of Gad accanding to elretion might stand, not of werks, bat
of Ian that calleth.”  Gentlemen, anse and explain!  Iavo you
any plan of exenesis which will fit this?

Scuny, Unt, March, 1878,

“THE RESURREOTION OF JESUS."

Eptmor JorrTaw

Sic Wm. Hamilton, and other great champinns of Christianity,
inclnding Panl, sseert, what is undoubledly true, that, «if Christ
be nnt risen from tho dead, then is our rligion vain.”  All whn
havo trad that atle toeatise on tho * Regnurrection of Jrna” by W
& Bell, will with mn in predicting, that Christisnity is
doowiod to becomo a thing of the past.  Mr. Belishows opon what

a shaky foundation that ¢ pillar of tho Christian faith " stands.
o Landles tho subject i a masterly manuer, is exhaustive, clear,
concise, logical and convincing. I wish it could bo placed in tho
hands of evory Christian who is an honest searcher atter truth.
There would be fower beliovers in the * resurrection ” after a care
ful perusal of it. Every reader of the Jouryar should procurc a
copy and after reading it themiclves, should lend it to some of their
Christian neighbors,
Port Hope, Ont.

THE MOSAIC COSMOGONY.

WiLLiAM SissoxN.

BY G. W. GRIFFITHS.

(Continued.)

The Roviewer would bo hard pressed to define Lis ““ act of cres-
tion,” but I will presently Lelp him, out of his own article, much
farther on Lis ruad towards tracing the working ot the ncbulm
vurtex riug to une act or poiut, than he might desire  Weo must,
however, still fullow him up a little step by step. Ho proceeds
to favur us with a further swork of supererogation in the way of
explanation that every particle of matter attracts every other par
ticlo with & force propertionate to its mass, and that the variation of
this force is as the iuverso squaro of the distanco; t.e. that, if the
attraction of x given mass at onc mile be called 1, it would, at
two miles, bo 2 x 2 =4 or } of one, and 8o on.

The next scutence is rather ingenious—* This law is but the
mathematical expression upon matter ty the Creator. It is no
inlicrent quality, so far as wo know.” The reservation is wise, in-
asmuch as tho sulject is here brought to a point as doep as the
present state of knowledge will admit of our going, for ho can no
moro provo = Creator (in his sense) than I can disprove one. It
is suflicient to say that while, to tho orthodox mind, the law
naturally presents itsclf as & property impressed on matter by the
Creator . it, as naturally, and, indoeod, ivovitably, proscuts itself
to the scientific 1aind as an inberent quality. If wo consider tho
chances of tho peroeption of truth by the sacerdotal wind, as
agaiust tho chances of tho perception of truth by the scientific
wmind, tho outlook is not choering for tho theologiun.

* It is quito conceivable "—says our writer— ¢ that tho central
law might havo boen different to what itis” Certainly; as wo
said before, tho moon might bo green cheese; but it happens not
to br.

« Thoro is no reason why the mathematical fact should be what
it is, oxcept the will of the Bein, wbo imposod the law. .Any
other propurtivn conld cqually well bo expressed mathcwatically,
amd its results calculatod.”

Undoubtedly, and all nature would bave worked on 2 different
system, had she, 30 tospeak, been differently instituted.  Howerver,
liko the rest of his kind, our writer evidently thinks, whatover ho
may say, that his God can only operalo in one way, which is not
to bo wondered at when wo aro told, and of course the orthodex
belinve, that althougn (Judges 1 xix.) tho countenance of tho
Hebrew Deity was by furce sufficient to coable Judal to overthrow

' mountain tribes, ¥t it availed not against the cliariots of iron in

uso by thn inhabitants of the valley.  Nono havo 30 mean an idea

" of the tind they adore as tho orthedox.

The Ilovicwer then goes off full tilt on kis “ifs” again. o
procceds to consider what would happen 37, any other proportion

~ than that of the inverso square wero substitated as tho attractive

- ———

-

forco of gmvity; if, for iustance, at distances 1, 2, 3, the
attraction varied as 1, 2, 3, instoad of as the squares of those num-
bers.

110 azsumes that the attractive forco of tho carth would, under
such = law, be neutralized. X do not fool axsurod of the corect-
nrgs even of this azsumption.  Bat, admilting it to bo tenable,
the wholo schemo of doductions is s absolately childish, valuel xs
and pointloss, that I will not iuflict any more of it on the roxder’s
uatience,

* It foliowa "—ho begins to sum up—* that although othor Jawa
aro conceivable under which a aolar system might oxisi, the aclar
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system such as wo know it, could only exist under the actual laws
which have boen imposed upon its motivns.”

Agin we aro fain to acquiesce in the evident platitude, merely
rominding our instructor that, had the 1, 2, 3 proportions been
inherent in matter instead of thoso of the inverso square, and bad
wo been sentiont beings, tho result of those different proportions,
we might, in somo scientific discussion have reversed tho position,
and speculated on what would be the cffucts of the law of the
inverso square. It is in fact, arguing in a circle, and reminds one
of a silly and vulgar old nursury rhymeo beginuing, “If if’s and
an’s were pots end pans!”

Wo may thon safoly concludo "—our teacher continues—** that
the solar systam is absolutely isolated in space, and is collectively
the result of one act of creation.”

Lot us at once put this question of isolation which has been so
portinaciously begged, in its proper relation. In tho first placet
1s probable —it may almost confidently bo usserted to be cortain—
that the solar system is nv mure isvluted from other stellar systoms,
than thousands of theso are frum cach other, and fiom 21l others;
and it may bo fairly surnised that, in this respect it simply shares
in an average isolation which is itself indicative of a further law,
possibly too stupenduus to bo grasped by our limited percep-
tions.

In the second placo it suits our writer to ignore the proper
motion of the sun through space, which all analogy forbids us to
conceivo of ag other than in an orbit more or less circular, and
consequently ccnnocted by somo giant law, whick the human
intellect may nover fathom, with soine other inconceivable remoto
centre.

That thero are other laws besides that of pravitation, which
combine to rulo tho universe, I myself ontertain no manner of
doubt. These are as yet, and may bo forover, inscrutable to us;
but,—being more roverent than tho orthodox, I do not lin... the
powers of God (or Nature) to thoono lino of action along which
we have succoeded in affecting & slight advance—I yet hold, as
against tho Reviower's implication of peculiarity in the construction
of the solar syatom, made in order to fit into his theory of spss-
modic creation, that wo hate abundant astronomical evidonco that
tho solar systom is actuated by procisely tho same forees, and
governod by prociscly the same laws, as thoso which actuate and
govorn the far distant binary stars, and, in all probability the
systams. invistblo to us, which revolve round Sirius, Vega or
Aldebaran.  AMorcover the spectroscops roveals to us that, although
possibly in different proportions, the glorious stellar suns ard com-
posed of like materials to thoso which go to mzke up our littlo
system ; a fart from which tho infercnco is inovitable, that they
have boon in liko manner, condensed from cosmic atoras having
the same original proportics and qualitics as those from which our
order derivo their form and substance. There ean bo no marked
exceptional characler in tho solar systom, neither is it probablo
that there is anything about so small a member of it as tho carth,
tomark it out as tho thoatro of any departure from immutable
and inexorablo law.

I will now pass to tho tho exposure of a fow spocimens of down-
right disingenuous mistepresentation, which arono doubt perfectly
satisfactory to those whose chicf anxiety is to bo uplold in ablind
helief in what they azo told by tho sacordotalist.  Bu it premised
that the claim set forth in tho article I am discusxing is, that in
virtue of the substitution of the term, or idea, “ forma duratioa,”
or “me prerious fo creation,” for the word  beaginning "—tho
Mosaic Cosmogony is to be aceepled as a preciso formbadowing of
the nehular hrpathosis. .

Tho precision of verbire with which his theory is maintained
leaves no room for quibblo or ovasion ; and as my readesy pernso
the quntations I shall Iay before them, they will be forcibly re-
mindnd of the stinging tmth of the extract 1 nado in tho begin-
ning of this paper fom Mz, o Sueur.

It =ill ho my cndoavar to show that the Riblicists can nvmnm
alido out of a literal interpretation of first Genesis, than tasy can
explain tho arrost of tho rotation of the carth fur tho convenienco
of Josbus, and the cacouragemeat of Hozokisk —why, if Mawthew

! and Luke were aliko inspired, the latter furnished Josus with

fourteon moroe grandfathers then the former—wby the geneologies
sevorally diverge into different branches after David, and why
(except on tho eastern custom of adoption) the descent is traced to
Joseph, who was entirely innocunt in the matter—or whoro is the
Jjustico of condemnation and punishment of countless millions then
unborn, for the trivial offence of a couple of simpletons, from whom
the knowledge of good and evil was specinlly withheld, so that it
is difficult to sco huw poor Eve could possibly have been able to
to attach moral importance to cither oledience or disobedienca

( Zo be continued.)

IN QUEST OF TRUTH.

This is an age of inquiry diffening from all preceeding ages in
diversity of optaton, cxhaustiveness of research and toleranco.
Iu this particular, history 1s not repeating wtself. Thoe wholesale
persecutions attending the early period ot the Christian church—
in turn tho Protestant reformation and ats attending conflicts—
duwn to the last spasmodic gasp of the Spanisk Inquisition, aro
furover among tho things of the past. The one great relic of
barbarism, surviving all others, destined to ocase in tho progress
of humanity, is war.

—*'* The statesman’s game—tlhe priest’s delight.”

But not now tho game of the statesman or thoe delight of the
priest, as 1t was in the days of Queen Mab and the Revolt of
Islam, er whon Shelley wroto in the latter half of the ci, hteenth
contury. It requires a coraprehensivo vision to scan tho past and
take in tho wholo situation. But this much I gather from tho
lessons of Iustory, that, unless it bo as Walpole villainously
charactenized 1t—a Ite, tho world in all ages hag been searching for
tho Truth, and, bke tho preacher who looked for it in its shsoluto
completencss, individually and severally they lave Zmnd it not.
The pnzo men strive for is the monopoly, or the patent right,
when onco they think thoy have made the discovery.

Tako tho discussion concerning the plan of punishment for the
wicked. Al but tho old scuool Universalists, who are well-nigh
extinet, believe in rewards for conduct. The dispute is all
about tho futurc which no ono bas any right to give a positive
opmion upon. The law of analogy ir tho only basis of pre-
sumption, and even that confers on no auman being, bo he Popo
o= ultra-Protestant, the right to dogmatize. Is it ererlasting ?
1ho very magmitudo of the question should make us pause on this
tho throshuid of ctermity, before & reply is attempted. Lamb's
paradox 15 equally applicable to orthodox and heterodox alike—

** Wand kuows what God kaows,
Bat God knows what iTand brows ! ™

Too many ventaro a positivo opinion of things which an infinito
future alono can reveal.  Even tho past, by lapses of centarics,
becomes an emygma.  Let tho future remain 2 perpetual revelation
worth striving for, a3 1t comes to us in the glorions present,
cnshrining all that is immortal as times flics, leaving tho dead past
to bury tho dord.

Tho histoncal aspect of Jesus ke Christ has been pretty
thoroaghly ventilated on all zides. Its speculative and barren
theorics can well Un left to theologians whoso dusiness it is to chap
logic. In no sense should tho Christ of the Apostles be held
responmbilo for the Chnstiamity of this or any other perind.  His
lifo was one of sublime sclf-abacgation—so entirely at variance
with that of the world that it received him not.  The world, all
religions included, is much tho samo to-day as it was cighteen
hundrod years ago, barring tho general adrancement before men-
tioned.  The rocord of his 4z may or may not be truc ia every
particular —tho miracles aro an extrincous elemant in no way
ssscntial to his characier, and of valuo doly t0 eve-witnesses. An
aniversal fact must bo self-ovident, otherwise it is of loca! i tcreat
Loaving out tho alleged maracies, Tanch of his lifo ard teachings
aro true, because they arcand seere before bis advont, oternally
troc. It 13 ungeneroas and unjust to charge ths perversions of
Chbostanity to Chnst, 1 moo somothing of ths bitlerness and
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intoleranco of Voltaire’s imprecation, “crush the wretch!™ in ' from ignoranco and superstition, fearless of ecclesiasticnl threats

oceasional outburst of passivn among Taberals of this present
dny. TPaino’s contempt of the story of Cnrist’s birth and parent.
nge was lovelled at tho churches, the same as Voltaire's passionate
imprecation.  Both sre wuwise and still bear the frarts of wue
wisdom. Let those »ho love the truth Lemtr in mind the suying,
“ the truth shall mako you free.” It is possible for Libenrls to Lo
extremely illiberal, as well as for Religionists to be irreligious.
Names change where tho essenco alono remains. Tho age of
Robespicrre and Dantun proved what crimes could be committed
in the name of liberty , tho ago of Calvin and Cotton Mather
demonstrated the weakuess of Protestantism and Purianism,; the
age of the inquisition shows the inhumanity of Cathulicism —ono
and all rencunrad the pritwiple of “ peace un earth good will to
men,” taught by the Clisist and by good men centurivs before the
Nuzueno camo to tesch in his humble way. Tho churches are
massing for some purpose in Evangelical associations and other-
wise. After u lung periud of estran, sment the Church of Roise
is making overturcs to the Ritualisti: party to come over. About
two years ago, wo are told on good authority, **one hundred mew-
bers of the Church of England, among whom were clergzymen and
laity, wero asked to juin the Mother Chuceh,” and alsv that a
‘ proposition has been made to the authorities at Rome, to the
Vatican, asking thein to looso the rules ot the Romish Church in
order that a large body of tho members of the Charch of England
might join the Romish Charch.” This seductive pulicy of the
vencrable AMother of all the modern Chnstian churches has
created alarm here in Canada.  And why? Let others answer.
An association is now in existenco numbering 1,541 meabers in
1876, professedly to cuunternct the influcnces at nerk here as well
as in England.  Thus wo seo men striving for numbers and the
halanco of power. Aro they all carnestly in quest of tho Truth 1
If 30, WHAT 1S TRUTH?
R

THE POWER OF FREETHOUGHT,

BY J. J. HALLIWtLL.

Tho fact is dawning clearly in tho minds of alinost overy man
whoso reason is not hirld in thraldom by Christian bigotry, that
the agitation so bravely canied on for many generations past by
our Frecthought championy, in all paris of the world, has resulted
in a wondrous changa for the better; it has aroused » most ardent
desiretoobtain the truth, the whole truth,and nothing but the truth.
Tho rapidly increasirg spread of Freethouglit literature is strik-
i1g tertur 1o thn Leasts of the urthwdox Chnstian, aud shaking the
very foundativns of tho Christian religion. They have sentuut thar
zunathemas ugainst us from the valpit, they have scoffed at ns and
heaped ridicule on our effurts, and decreed Freethinkers as things
unclean.  They hate chargad us with licentiousness and overy
conciovablo vice,but their cffurts have only succeeded in creatingan
interest in our teachings, that is gathering strength rapidly day
by dzy in the minls of thousands whose trasoning facultics have
been 30 long durmant ander the paternal aro of the church, caus-
ing them to fcol an urgent desiro to unravel the glaning and crrone-
ous doctrincs that have beotr 30 unblushingly' iopagated for cen-
turies to the detriment of the haman e, Duting the azes shen
the church held undisputed sway throughout the civilized world
—what has been termed the Datk Ages in the histary of civilization
-—=evory means were aduptel that the mindsof the vilest and must
debased of bigoted, crafty, aud subtlo men could invent to stifle
and trample down Frocthought and frecspeech, and to silenco
tho voicos of thoso who dared in the leas' to exposo tho falsencss
and decoption cf their doctrines , by crain and agan threugh all
thodark history of Christianity, avz the almost impenctrablo dark-
ness of religion, there has reached us bright gleams of Free thought
bursting forth like flashes from a coleanic mountain, FLvng wamn.
ing of tho powerful distarbanco wihin,

Noblo men and womon were continually brwsking trough the
bounds of orthodox boliof and attempting to redcom thoir raoo

and displeasure, they exposed the fallacies and errors of thu church,
or advocated somo radieal reform, only to bu crushed and
trampled on by their foes, sud to suffer the most diabulical cruel
ties and deatls,

‘That such hus Ueen the general practice of Christinnity in the: past,
who can guineay 1 History is replete with such cases, aud t° asands
has o sutlered in the causo of Fueethought. The clergy knew full
well that by keeping the people in ignorance, by keeping the
Inasses it a siaty hte better than bruto nature, and by strungling
tho fantest ghimmer of Freetbought they held thoe strongest power
over them. True, thoy allowed the people to be educated to o
limited extent but unly as a means to further cheir own luterests atd
increase their power vver them, Chiristianity has been the greatest
curse that education and science ever had tocontend with. Havo not
our greatest men, our men of genius, had nearly always to put
theolugy beneath their feet Lefore they attained the climax of
their famo?  Iv hins lang likew padl over this fair world of vurs
fur centuries, and has blighted and desteyed some of the finest
wminds that nature cver produced.  Christianity has bad a long
and powerful 1eign, but its listury is a durk aud bloudy uie
througlout,  Te lias leen o reign of terror, such o reign as sunae
debased or barburous nation mnght lave gloried m, yet they
would tell us that their croed is one of love aud charity to all
men, mockness and simplicity their mottes. Duat the times aie
changed somenhat, Liberalism is Incoming a goeat power 1o the
world, the efforts of the noblo Freetlinkers of the past aud
present were »ot in vain ; we owe them a debt of gratitude that
wo can never repay for much of tho freadvm we enjoy.  They
finchud nut, but fought Lravely on agaiust great wdds, knowing
that what they did was for the cause of hiberty and truth.  Therr
labors, us years rolled on, bore fruit cach succceding year
more abundantly. Turn in what over direction you will aud
you can seo the great good the agitali n of Fructhought has done.

It has dono much, but there 18 an immense work before us yet ;
wo havo to unravel and scatter tho superstitions and .ices of
Christianity, to lift the scales of ignomance from the oves of
millions, in fact, to uproot all the false doctrines of the church,
and promulgate in its stead the Religion of Humanity, to «ducato
tho masses and let them seo fron an unprejudiced view the grand
truths of Naturo and Science.  Education is the great bulwark of
Freethuught, and wherever the people aro the must aulightened
we find the power of tho clergy and chnstiuuty on the wane,
though they are struggling hard to retain their hold.  Look at
Spain where the people aro kept in tho most abject ignorance. It
they aro taught anything it is only to fear thoe great pusner £ the
pricsiboud, ana to teach them unthought ot vices through the
meaus of tho confessional.  Intoleranco and tyrauny arc the
mnttos of the chureh, Ligatry and superstition its only safeguard.
Tt wlhat do we sce i I iglaad and dmenica, and da all conntrios
whero alucation has cwmmenced its grand work, where tho siasses
are eagerly increaring their store of knowledge and the publication
of Freethought literature is so mapidly on the increasel! Why
the clurgy are in the  reatest cunsternativn at the sadical chianges
that arc coming over the pubiic, they are ancd by the dumensivas
of our party, and dread tho ultin.ato strugale.  They kuow ther
doctrines will not bear tho light of reason or discussion; they Liave
tied to shun tho fight fur freenem of mind , ey bave iguund

. the danger that menaces the chureh, thinking it nought, bug it is

" will become universal.

undermnming the very foundation of Chnstianity, and our cause
will grow stronger day by di 3 until the Relimon of Humanity
Ict us increasc our cffurts, pressing on-
wand with all fervor, tho world scas the fovce of our argnments
in many ways, aud in time wo will gain the das.

Port Daunorsie, March 26th.

Tho surcst way of giving = man oonfidenee of going to Heaven
appears to I to hang him.  While there is a great dead of uncertainty
on this question among gooed men and wemen, the villaing who are
v ang info ctemnity from theend of a mpe almost invariably expross
an atuding faith in a ** glorious heroafter.
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THE ANIMAL ANCESTRY OF THE HUMAN RACE,
FROM THE MONER TO MAN.

BY WILLIAM EMMETTE COLEMAN.

{Baased upon Haeckel's History of Creation.)
THE SOUKCES OF INFORMATION,

According to tho doctnine of Evolution, all organisius—all species of
aniwals and plants which have ever existed ar still exuat upon the carth—
are derived fruta utic suigee, ot frnn a fuw simple onigual forms ; ana they
bavo developed themselves framn these in ths natural course of 3 gradual
change, through inkecitance and adaptation. In onder to detennino the
pedigree, or ancestral cham, of any amwal form, three sources of infer-
mativn are open tu us, —ths knowledgo obtawned turough rescarcties i
ontogeny, phyorgeny, &ud comgnisatce aantving, Tespectively.

OSTOGRSY  -Onfuyeny o1, as it is mure genorally calied, cmbryology —
embraces tho iudivitual dovelopment of an organiam, fromn the carliest
wmception 1o the attvinment of 1ts complete aud normal structure. A
fundamental lan 1o cibryolugy, or vatuy nesis, 18, that cach lngher form n
natur, during the cades stags of ss evolutionary growth, successively
assutnes, in the onder of time ta which its pregemtors have onzgually been
evalvel on carth, the appearances in wtructure aud dcvc‘.o}nncnt of the
more prowiacnt forins constituting the cousecutive links of its chain of
wacestors.  This law 13 asserted by cimaent naturahsts to be wmversal,—-

erating it all apcuics Awnd Ly pes of anunate cxistence.  Thus, the embryo
of the higher vertehnates, in the carse of their devclupment, resembles in
sucocssion the adult forms of the various lower vertebrates comprising its
e of dircct ancesters.

iy, —~Neat, wo havo tho scence of petnfactions ~-ivssils, or
islcontuluy, whih shuws us that cach tave of ammats and plants,
during ditferent perinds of the carth’s history, has been represented by a
serivs of entirely differcut genera and spocivs.  Thus, for example, the
tnlic of vertebrated ammals was represented by classes of tish, amphibicus
aumunals, reptiles, burds, and mauunals, and each of thesc groups, at
alerent periods, Ly quite different ks, This pateontolugieal story of
the developinent of urganisma, more properiy teoued phyivyeny, standa
the most important and remarkable relation to tho other branchy of organic
hitory of devclopment,—that of wdividuals, or ontogeny. On the whale,
tho one runs parallel to the other. In fact, the history of iadividual
development, or onfogeny, is a short and quick recapatulation of patoon-
tological du\'clormcnt. or ghglugeny, dependent on the lawz of inkertanceand
adazration.  Although tfxc reconds of creation formod by petrifactions are
dcfective and incomplete, those that have ULeen actually discovered arce of
the greatest value  Their significance 13 of no less unportance to tho
nataral kistory of creatiun than the cclebratal mscnption on tho Rosctia
stone, aud tho decrec of Canopus, arc to the history of nations, --to
archavlogy and philology  Juat ax it has Lecome possiblo by tucaus of
theac two most ancient insenptions to reconstruct the history of ancient
Eapt and to deciphicr all lnemglyphical wntings, 80 in many czacs a few
lunes of an anmai os mperfcct ampression of a lower auunal or vegetal
¥ orm, are sufficient for as to gain the suad smportant startang.points an the
history «of the whole group, and in the 2earch after their pedigrre. A couple
of small hack teeth, wh s have been found w the Keuper furmation of tho
Tras, have of tharnsclves atone furnisbod a surc proof that mammals
cxisted even in thc Trnassic penal, .

Taking these two, ontigeny awld phyivgeny, 1 conjanction, we find that
as cvery animal and every plant fram the beginning of its indicadual
cxistence passes thrvagh 8 scries of different furme, as evidenced vy its
cmbryolagie ur ontengeactic hustary, 1t ndicates w Rpmd auccession and
general gutlines the tong and swwly whangming acnics of states of form
which its pirvgenitons have passal turongh icom the @most ancient times, as
cvidenend to 3 great oxtent by its paloontelogic or phyloyeactic lustory.
Untogeny is of the musl in-stimzbie value for the knocledge <& the exrlent
palcontologron! conditions of derviupment, Just becanse uo petaticd remans
of the most anaent condilina ot the development ot trtcs and classes
tave been prasceved.  These, adead, caula not have boen prescrverd on
socmunt of the soft and tender nature of their bodicss. No petafactions
centld inform us of the fuinlamental and important fact which ontogeny
reveals to un, that the mast anacent comman ancestors of all the different
smmal and vegetable spocacs were quite sunpic ceils hike the egg-cell.  No
petnfaction conld prove to us the immensely important fact, catablished
Ly outogeny, that the simjle increase, the furmation of cell-aggresates,
and the differentiation of cclly, produced the infinitcly manifold forms
of mullicellular organiama.  Thus ontogeny, or anbryolegy, helps us over
many and lazge gape in phislogeny, or paleontolegy.

As 30 high and cowplicated an organism as that of Man, < the orgamim
of every other wammal, rises npxands fowm a simple cellalar state, and as
it progresses in its differontiation and perfoclian, it jaxzes throngh the
same sorics of transicrmations which its animal pmgenitos have pasiad
theengh, during immense spaces of time inconcsivable agexaga.  Certain
vwry aarly and low atages in the development of man, and the other
vertebrate animaly in gencral, ool 1 comalelely in many nts of
siracture with conditions which last for life in the lower fishss ¢ next
]-hnc which follows upen this proscnis ta with a change of this fish-like
winginte a kind of amphilnons ammal. At a laler (xetied the mammal,
with ita special chatactesiatics, devclops out of the amphilian ; and we
can cloarly w00, in tho 3uocestive atagssof ilslater Jevelopmont, a seriss
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of steps of progressive transfor.nation which entirly correspond swith the
differences of different mammalian orders and families, Now, it is
precisely in tho same succeasion that we also seo the aucestors of man, and
of the higher mawmnls, rppear oue after the other 1 the carth's history ;
first fishes, then amphibiaps, later the lower, and at last tho higher
mammals  Here, therefore, th- embryonic develvptnent of the individual
is completely parallel to the , .leontological developuent of the whole
tabo to which it belongs, and this excoedingly iuteresting and important
phenomena can be explained only by tho suteraction of the laws of inkeri-
tance aud adaptation.

CouranarTive ANaToMY -To the invaluable reconls of creativn furtush.
ed by palcontology aud auatomy are added the no less important evidences
fur the blood-relatiouship of organisms furnished by comparative anatomy.
When orgaunisms, externally very different, nearly agree wn their :nternal
structure, one may with certainty cunclude that the ayrecment hasts
fuundation tn inAeritanc., the dissimilarity its fuusdation i adagtation,
Compare, for example, the bauds and fore paws of nine different animals,
~—man, gonlls, orang, dog, scal, porpoise, bat, mole, duck-bill. Every-
where we find, though tho cxternal forins are wmost different, the samo
banes, and among themn the same number, pusition, and conncction. It
will appear very natural that the hand of sman diffcrs very hittle frum thas
of tho gorills and of the orany, his ncarest relations  But it will be sur-
prsing if the fore feet of the dog also, as well as the breast fin (the band)
of tho seul, and of the dolplin, show cssentially the same structure.  And
it will appear atill riore wonderful that even the wing of the bat, the
shovei feet of the m sle.and the fure-feet of the duck Licl (ur vruthorhynchus;,
the niost itperfect of all mammals, is composed of cutirely the samo
hones, enly their sio and form being variously chaoged. ‘Lheir nuwmber,
tLe mavner of theis arrangement and conncction, has remained the same.
1t is quite inconcevable that any other cause, except the common mmhen.
tance of the part in que stion frum common aucesturs, could havo uccasion.
ol this wonderfal hmnolagy or similarity in the cssential inner structuro
with such different cxternal forms.  Now, if we go down further in the
avstem helow the mammals, and find that cven the we s of binds, the
furc foet of reptiles and amphibious auimals, are cumposeu of essentally
tho mame bones as the arms of man and the fure Iegs of the other mammals,
we can, fram this circumstance alonc, with pcr?cct certainty, infer the
cemmon origin of all these vertebrate animals,  Here, as in all other cascs,
the degree of the internal agreciucnt in the form discluses to us the degree
of blond.relativaship.

While comparativo anatomy compares the different funas of fully.
develaped organising with onc another, it cadeavors to discover the canunon
prototypes which underlic, an it were, the wanifold forms of kindred
renera, elasses, cte., and which are nre or less concealed by thar partica.
ar differentiation. It cndcavora to make out the acries of progrossive
steps which are indicated ig the different degrees of perfection of tha
divergent branches of the tribe. It shows us how the anccession of claases
of vertchiate antwaly, for instance, from the tishes upwards, through the
amphibia to the mannual, and here, aguy, from the lower to the higher
orders of snammals, forms a prugressive scnes or dadder.  The develop.
mental series of matare forms which cumparausc xnatuiny points oat m
the diferent Jdiverging and ascending stefn of the urgauie system, and
which is called the systematic dc\'eln}nmrnhl scrics, is panallel to the
paleontalogical develcpmental xenes, because it deals with the reeu of
jaleantalogical developments , and it s pamllel to the mdividaal {or anto.
geactic! develupmental scrics, because this s parallel o the patcontolog.
eal meries 1F two janallels are para'lel to a thind, thes mant be parallel
20 onc another.  We thus have the excceding’y Unportant and interesting
phenamena, fhe paraliciian of indicidual {ont.grxelic), of paleostological
{;hylogenetic), and of systematic develapmen®. No oppancnt of the Theory
«f Descent has been alle to give an explanatin of thia extroncly wonder-
41 fart whereas it ia perfectly explainnd accunling to the Darwiman

+ Theory, by the laws of iskeriiance aud adajdation.

The genealogy of the Human Race, which presents itacdl to cvery
clearly and logically reasoning person ax the ddirect resulta foum the facts
of comparative anatomy. aad jalcuntolegy, may aow be succinctiy sum.
marized,  OF enurse, we can on‘s indicalo an A very general way dhe onte
lines of the human pedigree  lHowaver, we can, cven now, with apprvxis
mate *certainty distinguish the various stages of the ancestors of Man
hercin Given.  Probally thero arc other intermadiate stages of his ancestry
which gﬂhcr investigations and roacarches wall disclesc to as.

1T INVERTEBRATE ANCESTORS OF MAN. (PReciiorpata).

First 81268 . Modrna. =The most ancient ancestors of Man, arof ail
other organisms, were living croatures of tho slinples* kind imaginable,

. like the still living Monern, inhabiting the water. They arc very xmall
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hivinx corpuacles, which, stnclly speaking, danot atall dererve the name of
ofaniams. Yot the designation ** orgamiam,  apphicd 20 hiving creatuies,
reats npon the idea that evecy living natural bmdy is compasad of

of varions paris, which §it into ono another and woik tagether, inonler to
produce the action of the whole. Daring late ycars we have hecomne
acquainted with the Monere, organisns wlich are, in fact, not comjwacd
of any orgaas atall, hut connst satirely of ahajotess, sumple, homogencous
natter. ¢ ontire body of one of these AMomera, dunng hfe, is nothing
more than a shapoless, formloss, molale little lump of mucous or alimo
{protoplasin), ¢-onshing of an albuminons comanatun of carbon.  Simpler
or more impericet organisms we cannnt posaibly coaxive. All tracc of
orguaixation —all distinction of helorngencons parie—iy wanling in thom,
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and all tho vital phenomena are purformed by one aud the sawme homo-
geneous and formless matter, Bo low in the scale of living were (and aro)
theso Junera that they wero not equivalent to a simple cell even, their
Jorm value being that of a cytod ; for the little lump of protoplasm did not
as yet posscss a cell.kornel. Tho first of theso Monera originated in the
beginmng of the Laurentian period by, probably, apontancous gencration,
or archigony, out of so.called ‘*iuorganic combinations,”—simple com-
binations of carbon, oxygen, hydrogon, and nitrogen. A direct proof of the
earlier cxistence of this moest ancient auncestral stage, hased upon tho
fundamental law of ontogeay, or embryology, is furnished by the circuin-
stanco that as many investigators assert, in the beginning of the develop-
ment of the egg, tho cell-kernel, or nucleus, disappears, and the egg-cell
thus relapses to the lowaer stage of the cytod,—the Mosnera stage,

Secoxp StacK :—AMERE —Tho second ancestral stage of Man, as of all
the higher animals and Ylmm" is formed by a mumple céil.—-th:\t is, a littlo
picco of protoplasin enclosing n kernel.  There still exists large numbers
of similar ‘¢ single-celled organisms.”  Awmong them tho com:mon, simplo
Amerhe cannot have been essentially diffcrent from these progemtora. The
Jornt valus of cvery Awmaeba is cossentially the samne as that still posscased
by the ¢y of Man, and by tho cgg of all other animals. The egg-cell of
Man, which, like that of most other animals, ia surrounded by a membrane,
resombles an enclosed Amaba.  The first single-celled animals of the kind
were cvolved from the Monera by tho inner kernel and the external proto-
plasin being differentiated ; they hved in the carlier Primordial period.
An irrefutable proof that such single-celled primacval animals really
existed as the dircct aucestors of Man, ia furnished according to tho
fundamental law of embryology by the fact that tho human egg is nothing
more than a simple cell.

Titirp Stack : Svxanane.—~From the “single-cell state” arose tho
simplest multicellular state, namely, a beap or a small cotnmunity of
simple, cqui-formal, and cquivalent cells. At the present day, i the
oatogenetic development of every animal cgg.cell, there first arises s
globular heap of equi-formal naked cells, by the repeated scli-dividon of
the prim.ry unitized cell.  “This accumulation of cclls occurs in the same
simple form in all tho different tribes of animals, indicative of the fact that
the 1nost ancient, many-celled, primary form of the animal kingdom way in
fact a single heap of Amaba.like primaval cells, one similar to the other.
This moat ancient community of Amaha, —this most sim ple accumalation
of animal cells, — whkich has beea and is recapitulated in the .ndividual
development of all subscquent forms, is called the Synamaba.  Theso
Synamabe originatid vat of tho single-celled Pamicval ammals of tno
accaned stase by repeated self-division and by the permancot union of ths
products of this division.

PR STAGE : ClaTeDd Lanva (Planeada). —Out of the Synameeher,
in the carly Laurentian period, there was evolved a fourth prinsary form of
the animal kingdom, ualled the ciliated serm.  This arose ont of the
Synamatae by the outer cells on the surface of the cellular community
Yeginning to extead vibrating fringes, ar hair like processess, called cika,
aml becaming ciliated cells, thus differing from the wternal and anchianged
celis. The Synamwba consisted of completely equi-formed and naked
cclly, and crept about slowly, at the battuin of the Lanrentian primxval
ocean. The Manmada, as the forms of the fourth siages are termed, on
the other hand, consiated of two kiuds of different cells,—inuer non-
ailiated anca Jike the Amatx, and external ciliated cells. By the vibrating
nwvements of the cilia, or fnnges of hair, the cntire nulticellular body
acquired a3 more rapul and stronger motion, and passed over from the
erceping to the swumming made of lucumotion. A certun proof of e
cxiatenve of ancestors of an in the carly Primordial period possersing tho
forma valuc of these ciliatod larve is furnished by the Amphicxus, the
lowest of the Vertebmte ammals, which is on the one hand related by
blool ta Man, but on the other hand has retained down to the present day
the ciliated-larva stage during its embryologic dovclopineat.

PIrTi STAGR ;: PRINECAL STuMACH ANINALS (Gastrrada).—Ont of the
fringed-larva state was next developed an cxecedingly important and
interosting animal fonn, called the Gastsula,—thay is, larva with a
stouach or intestine.  This Gastrala externally resembles the form of the
fourch stage, hut diflers cssentaally from it in the fact that it encloses a
cavity which opens to the ontside by a mouth. The cavity is the ¢ primary
uleine,” or * primary stomnach,” the progaster, the first beginning of the
alimentary canal ; its opening is the ** primary mouth* (prostoma). These
Gastreada paasestel a perlectly simple globalar or oval body, which
cucloscd a sample cavity of hike form, the primitive stomach or intestines ;
atono of the pules of the loangitudinal axis the pnimary ntestine opencd
by a mnonth which actved for the reception of autnition. The body wall
~which was alse the intestinal wall—consisted of two Jayers uf cel's, the
unfringed intestinal layer, and the fringed skin.layer; by the m st of
ciha or funges «f th- latter they swaw about freely in the Lannentian
accan.  Thix exceedingly important lareal form, the Gastruls, makeaits
appeatance in the emloyal igical evolutions of all tribes of animaly,~—ia
Spanges, Meodusx, Coraly, Wonmns, Ascidians, Radiated Animais, Mniluscs,
and the Inwest of the Verlehratos. A cortain proof that the Gastraoada
arc included in the ancestors of man is famished by the Amphioxus, which,
in spite of its blood relatinn hip %0 man, still passes throngh tho atage of
the gastrula.

Sixtit STA0R: Grinis ¢ Worns (Turbellarin).—~The human ancestors
of the sixth atage, which originated out of the Gastrxada of the filth
3t ge, Wero low worma, which, of all the forms of worms known to ns,
wero o8t closely allied to tho Gliding Worms, or Turbollaria, or at lcast

l

|
|
i
|
!
i
!

upon the whole possessed iheir form value. Like the Turbedaria of the
nesont day, thy whole surface of their body was covered with cilia, or
wirlike fringes, and they possessed a simple body of an oval shapo,
cutirely without appendages. The acwlomatons worm did not as yet
possess a truo hody-cavity (calom) nor blood. They otiginated in the
early primordial period out of thu Gastrzeada, hy the formation of a middly
germ-layer, or muscular Iayer, and also by the further duferentiation of the
internal parts into various organs ; more especially the tiist formation of &
nervous system, the simplest organs of scuse, amd the simplest orgaus for
sceretion and generation,  Both comparative anatomny and the ontogeny of
the lower acalomasons worms enable us to recngnize in these worms the
nearest blond relations of those oxtinet snimal ferms which were tho
original primary forms of the four higher ammal tribes. Henco theswo
Iatter, the Molluscs, Star-fishes, Articulated animals, and Vertebrats
animals, do nat staud in any closo blood relationship to cach other, hut
have ariginated imndependently in four Qufferent places ont of the tribe of
Worms.  The Vertcbrte kingdom, of which Man is a member, having
been evolved from ono branch of theso wonns, they coustitute, therefore,
a sixth link in tho chawn of humanaucestry. Now, of all the animale
kuvwa to us, the Turbellaria, which possesscz neither a body-cavity nor
%)\l'ood, aro most clusely allied to these primweval acelomatous Prurary
orms.

Sevestin Stack: Sorr Wonns (Scolecida). —Developing out of the
Turbellaria of the sixth stage by forming & true body-cavity and blood in
their arteries, wo tind the next internediate form to be Soft Worms, or
Scolecida.  Of the still living worms of this class, prohably the Acorn-
worms {Balanoglussus) are the nearest akin to theso extiact forms,

Eentit 8ta6E: Sack Worns (Himatega).— Under the namo of Sack
Worms, or Hunatega, are evolved those cwlomatous worms out of which
the most ancient skull-less Vertebrata were directly evolved.  Among
existing forms the Ascidians are the nearest relatives of theso exceedingly
remarkable worms, which connect the widely-differing classes of Inverte-
brate and Vertebrats animals,  The embryologic evolution of the Ascidians
agree in their carlier stayes of development in a most remarkable manner
with that of the lowest Vertebrate, the Lancelot or Amphicxus. Although
an Invertehrate animal, the frecddy swimuming larvae of the Tumcate
Ascidiaus develop the undeniable heginming of a spinal marrow and of a
spinal red, —~the special charactenstics of the Vertcbrate kingdoin,—and
this morcover in entirely the same way as does the Amphioxus, the lowest
truo Vertebrate. The spinal marrow, as the beginning of tho central
nervous system, and the spinal rod, as the first basis of the vertebrato
column, are such important organs, su exclusively charscteristic of Verte-
brate animals, that we may from them with certitude iufer the true blood
relationship of Vertebrate with Tunicate amimals. It is not meant by
this, that Vertebrate animals are derived fram Tauicate animals, hat that
bath groups have arisen out of 8 common root, and that the Tunicates, of
all the Invertehrata, are the nearest blood relations of the Vertebrata,

¢ i3 quite evident that genuine Vertcbrate animals developed progiess.
ively during the primnondial period (and th~ skull-less anitnals tiret) ont o1 a
group of worms, from which the degenerate Tuuicate animals arose iv
anothier and a retrograde dircetion.

[Concluded in next numder.}

Casnt SvnscrirTioN.—Reccived sincs last issue from T. C. Collins, $1.00;
Geo  Bulstrode, $1.00; T. Breaton, per Geo. Bulstrode, £1.(0 ; Thomas
Bushy, perJ B Bell, §100; J. F. Aseltine, §1.00, John Taylor, §3.50,
for John Coleman, Mr. Baker, Alex. P'urge, and Mr. Jackson ; Wm. Ray,
per Jo MeDonuugh, §1.00 ; S. Martin, §1.00 ; John A. Mclaren, $1.00;
Dr. Ross, 8100 ; A, Reckahn, $1.00; Johin Sladek, $1.005 J. . Helyar,
§1.00; Win. Gould, per E. Honeyman, $1.00; 1. E. Pake, §2.00, for C.
H. Spong and 1. Howe; James G. Cooper, §1.00; T. D. Rogers, 25 cts.;
\Wm. Logie, per Wm. McDonnell, §1.00; A. Xester, 50 conts; Jobn
Jaudgt, 50 centa: Rees Hapkius, $1.00 ; Hugh Carson, §£6.00, for John
Neeland, John Adams, Richard Hawking, Stewart Clarke, Thomas
Randall, J. B. Leroy, P, Brady : Mis. D. W, Roboerts, per Geo. W,
Patterson, $1.00 ; Geo. E. Baxter, £6.00, for Hugh Glasgow, John Fergu-
son, .. A. Ring, Newton Glasgow, Albert Johnaton, Alexander Christio ;
A. Pliuta, per J. MoDonough, $1.02,

Tho Fresriioveut JorrvaL fuor March is just at hand. This
oxeellent publication now appears monthly, and its manly, ont-
spoken sryle—free from that intolerance aund occasional absurdity
which marks some of its compeers—should securo for it a large
civeulation even among these who are not propared to sccept its
conclusions.  Published by W. J. R, largrave, Toronto,at §1 per
year.—Jroquois 1imes.

Wo have & few photographs of Darwin, Tyndall, Huxloy,
Spencer, Proctor, Paing, Goothe, Shelly, Voltaire, August Compte,
Byron, Mill, Bradlaugh, B. F. Underwood, Fronde, and Miss Susan
1. Wixon, which wo will send freo of postage at twenty cents
cach or six for ono dollar.  Address W. J. R, Hargrave, Albert

11all, Toronto.
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PREGTEQUGET LEGTURES RUR 476,

BY B. F. UNDERWOOD.

POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE

LECTURES,

1. Tho demands of Liberalism,

2. The positive Side of Freothought.

3. The Genesis and Naturo of Religion
considered as an element of Human Nu.
ture.

4. A Scientific and Philosophical View
of Religious Revivals,

5. Tho Influonco of Christianity on
Civilization,

6. The Triumphs of Liberalism.

7. What Liberali.m offers as a Sub-
gtituto for the Chriscian Theology.

8. A True Man Better than a Truo
Cluistinn.

9. Judaism and Clristianity, Out.
arowtbs of Pre-Lxistent Jleathenism,

10. Origin and Mistory of the Bible,
{From one to six lectures.)

11. Buddha and Buddhism,

12, Auncient Egyyt:  Iler Laws, Mor-
ality, and Religion.

13 ‘The Theory of Evolution.

14. Darwinismw. lts Principles Stat-
cd and Defended.

15. Natural Selection rersus Desion
in Nature.

16. ThePhilosoply of Herbert Spencer

17. Modern Scientific Matenahsm.

15, Instinct and Intuition: organized
experiences of the Race.

19. Woman: Her Past and Present,
Her Rights and Wrongs,

20, Paine; Tho Proncer of Freethought
in America.

21. ‘tho French Revolution : Its Cause
and Consequence.

CRITICAL LECTURES.

23, The Fallacies of Rev. Jouseph Cook
regarding the Porsonality and Bemg of
Ganl.

23. Cook’s Criticism of Scientific Mat-
erialism Examined.

24. Why I am an Unboliever.

25- Christianity and Intcllectual Pro-
gress,

26. Tho Four Gospels TUnhistorieal
and Unreliable.

27. Tho Evidences for tho Divinity of
the Bible Examined.

28, Popular JAssumptions Regarding
the Bible and Chuistinnity.

29, Popular Objections to Infidelity
Answered.

30. The Crimesand C ucltics of Catho-
lic and Protestant Christianity.

31. Biblo Prophiocies Falsified by the
Facts of History.

32, Tho Proofs of a Porsonal, Intelli-
gent Deity Examinod.

33. Tho Pros and Cons of a Futuro
State.

For terms, &c., nddress

B. F. UNDERWOQOD,
Thorndike, 3azs.

AT LAST!

JUAT TNHY BOUK THE LIBERALY 1JAVE BEEN WANTING,

The Youth’s Liberal Guide !

By Prut, A, M. Korusoxe, A, 3,
(lranstated fromn the revisod Gennan adition.)

A bouk for the Moral Cultureand Religivus Eulighiten-
ment of Youth,
** Fathicrs * Mothers ! Let us live for our children,”

PART FIRST.—Monar Currvne,
Section First,—Morals in Examnples.

Cnarrer Frusr.— L 1 aties Tewards Our.
aelves, I Daties of Bencevolence Lowards our
Fetlow-Creatures.

Crarter Secoxv. —T. Private Rights and
Dutics. 11, Public Rights and Dutics,
Seetion Sceond.  Doctrines of Duties aud

Rights - in Questivus and Auswers,

INTRODUCTION .—Crarren Finst,

Ethics.  {In the Stricter Sense.) ~Dutics
Towards Oursclves.  (Personal  Duties.)—
Special Duties Towards Qurselves.—Duties
Towards Our Fellow-Creatures, (Dutics of
Benevolence, ) Special Duties.

CiarTER RecoxD. — Doctrines of Justice (of
Dutics of Riglts, Resting on Reason and
Nature. I Private Rights and Duties, 1.
Public Rights and Dutics.  (State Rights.)
PART SECOND.—Renciovs ESLIoNTRN-

MENT.
Section First. —Quthne of the History of the

Principal Religions.

Cuayrer Fuasr.—The Religions before the
Christian Era, and the Islam,

CHArTER  SEconD.— Christian  Religion.—
1st LPeriod.—(1-1024). Fromn the foundation
of t.ho Christiau Keitgion uutil the tune of the
Universal Governmout of tho Popes. Panrt
SECoND. —(1024-1300).  3nd. Period.—(1300-
1518.) 4th Penod.—1518-1648.)  5th Penod.
—(1648-1789.) Gth Period.—)1769-1877.)

Section Second.—Biblical Narratives aud
their Criticiam.  CuartRr  FirsT.~Narma-
tives from the Old Testament.  Cuarren
Skcosn,~Narratives from the New Testament

Section Third.—~Views of the Universe fromn
the standpoint of Moderu Seience.  In ques-
tions aud answers.

Notew.—Ezecllent Contents Tablo.

Such isa birict outline of this much hocded work, 1t
Is an Svo, and contains 314 pages, Iy pographically, it s
very well gutten up, and is noatly udd in cloth. Priec,
s1azle oojuen, 3.0, jaataze prejatd T will furmish it to
Linral Leyniea, Chikdiren s Fratem.ics and otler soals
ctic at graatls raduced rates.  Scnd for terms ta cluls,

Lilaral larents ! This i Just the wurk you want far
Tour childna, Scut 3 ocut stamp lar Catalugue of 1ooas,

phicte, Pholographs, cte
Address, E C. WALKEER,
L-ak Box B3, Fiorence, lowa.

10 DRIGST I ABSOLUTION

A Criticism and Denunciation,
FROM TIIE LATEST

London Abridged Edition

Of this remarkabls work, which has
created o much exciteinent in Lngland.

The: origiual volun:o was issued by tho
igh, Clacrch authiorities in Englaud as a
gudance of the clergy in the confessional,
and for its plainness of languade was
tabooed and expurgated.

Sent by mail on receipt of 25 cents, or
9 copics for onn dollar.

Freethought Publishing Co.,

BOSTON, MASS.
. 0. Box 3539.

CASH WITH ALL QRDERS.

Fruits of Philosophy.

Tho genuine DBradlaugh-Besant book,
which the English Govermment is trying
to suppress. By sending 75 centa, a copy
will be sent prepaid, by cxprei  to any
address.  Address Freethought Pablishing
Company, Boston, Mass, . O. box 3539,

OMMON SENSE. A large sixteen pago
semi-monthly Journal, Devoted to

the RISE OF REASON AND DOWN-
FALL OF FAITH. Motto—** Uxt: WorLb
AT A Tra” % The Prophet s a foo), the
Spiritual man is mad.—Hosea ix: 7. A
good newspaper as well, aud contamns wmuch
information about Texas. Now instsfourth
volume ; $1.50 per annum. Specimen copics
five cents.  Address R. PETERSON, Yro-
prictor, St. Louis, 3o,

HOTOGRAPH OF ** A GOUD."—Send
trve cents for illustrated CodstoN Skase
with picture of *“ A God," as described by
the Prophet Hahakkuk, the Paalmist David
and John the Saint.  Address COMY " N
SENSE, St. Loais, Mo.

EO. FRANCIS TRAIN Organizing R-
EVOLUTION ' Paychology  check-
ating Demonology. Tunnense audiences
proclaiming  Dictatorship. Down with
Hayes' Cromwellize Congress ! Deathito
Thicves! Sce *“ The Dictator,” (different
speech cach number, six nus. vut, 2c.; 6
nas, 10c; 20 nos. Q3¢ , 52 nos. e.  Re-
mit, THE DICTATOR, Phoenix House,
Bropdway and 12th St., New York.

TILIC

Physiologist & Family Physician

“ An excellent sixteen page monthly, Its
object is certainly a good one, and the enter-
prise deserves the support of an appreciative
public.”—=TRUTIl SEERER,

“ A harbinger of health and happiness for
the houschold, an cflicient preacher of the
rightcousuess of nght hving."—Cunistiax
Cutanrioy.

* The pecessity for such a publication has
long bcen apparent to all interested in the
wise philanthropy that sccks the moral and
physical regeneration of the race.  Tho
DPhysiologist must and will be the prophet
pricst of the future, commissioned by creative
wtelligence to reveal those laws which are
written in the vital structure of the human
organisin.”—T1wos. WV, OkGax, Ep. of ** Liv.
ING Issuk.”

Y amn ddighted with the fist number of
the Physiologist. 1t is all good, its matter
varied, scnsible, instractive, valuable, just
whzt is nceded in cvery family.”—Susan H.
W:xox.

# It is a boautifal paper, a valuable woman's
raper—so cloan, so purely white, and with a
hcﬁcau: loveliners xpread all overit. XIamin
love with it, and prophesy for it a great name
and a world-wide fame.”—Mnrs. E.D.SLXxRER.

Subscription price, - - . $§1 50 per year.
Singlc copies, = -~ - - - 15ccats.
Address,—
SARA B. CHASE, A\, A.D.
56 West 23rd St., New York.
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ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

Bookseller a,ﬁd Stationer,

Will send by mail, post paid, on recoipt of
Cataluguo price, any of the following works ;

Volney's Ruines of Empires........ 8100
#Strass’ The UM Faith and the New.. 200
uCartian Theology aund Modern Seep-

hriilticisin, Ly the Duke of Somerset.. 075

Poker's Discouraes on Religion. ... 200
Mis® Threv Esvays on Rehgion. . ... 290
Clid’s Childhood of the world.. . ... 070
¢ Childhood of Religion ...... 225
Frothingham's Transcendentalism in
Now England, ............ 2 50
Frothingham's The Safest Creed (... 100
s The Cradle of Christ.. 175
. Child’s Book of Relig'n 100
s Behefs & Unbeliovers

and other Discoursen 1 00

Supernatural Relgivne 2 Vala, 8vo .. 8 00

Matthew Arnold’s Literature & Dogma 150
s God and the Rible. .. 130
« Essays on Criticism.,. 150
€ Essays on Church &

)

Religion .......... 60

Amberloy’s Analysis Religious Belief 3 ©0

Huxley’s Critiyues and Addresses.... 15
¢ Anatomy of Vertebrated Ani-

&

MAlB e enriteetansaaanas 2350
4 Man'’s placo in Nature ..... 125
*  Origin of Speeies  ........ 100

Hacckel’s History of Creation, 2 vols. 5 v0
Quatrefage’s Natural Mistory of Man 1 00
Mivart’s Contemporary Evolution.... 1 50
Spencer’s (Herbert) Nocial Staties. ... 250

¢ Psychology. 2 vols ........ 500

¢ Prinaples of Biology. 2vols, o WU

¢ First Prihciples .L........ 250

‘¢ Tho Study of Sociology .... 1350
Draper'’s Ltellectual Dovlopuent o £

Europe. 2 vols ... L 300

Drajer’s Conflict between Religivu &

Science .....i.iiieiial ool 175
Buckie’s History of Civilization in

England. Svels......oooill.. 300

Tyndall"s Forms of Water .......... 150
¢ Ticat as a modo of motion..

“  Quaound ... Ceeeeiaeae 200

“  Michacl Faraday .......... 100

¢ Progmnts of Seienee ..., . 200

“  Hours of Excrcise in the Alps 2 00
Darwin’s Naturalists’ Voyage arvund

the World .. .. ... ..., 200

¢ Qrigin of Spocies ......... 200

¢ Docentof Man. 2 vols....... 400

¢ Inscctivorous Plants ...... 200

*¢  Cross and s¢lf Fertilization, 2 00
¢ Expressions of tho Emotions

in men and animals ...... 300

Cazclles® Evolution—Yhilosophy .... 100

Fontaince’s How tho World was peopled 2 00

Smith's From Dawn $o Sunriso...... 200

Underwond's Heroines of Freethought 1 59

Savage's Religion of Evolution ... . 150

Stephen’s History of English Thought

2 vols 8
Renan's Lifcof Jesus . ... ..., 079
Beadlaugh's Thoughts about the Dovil 15
Cobbo's chligious Demands of the Ago 040

*.%Somo of tho above may bohad sccond-

ag

Land, at reduced prices.
Address  ALFRED PIDDINGTON,

248 & 200 Yongo St.,
Toronto,

-

l

A RARE CHANCE,

We will send the

FREETHOUGHT JOURNAL

AND THE

SPIRITUAL OFFERING

Twoth for one year for the sum of Two
L dlars in advance. The SPIRIUTAL
OPFERING is cdited by Mr.D. M. Fox and
Mrs. Nettio Pease Fox, aud is one of the
Jest magazines published in the United
States, and the JOURNAL is the only Lib-
cral paper pullished in the Dominion of
Tanada.  Has & corps of alle contributors,
and is abreast of the times.

Address,
W. J. R. HARGRAVE,
Albert Hall, No. 191 Younge Street,
TOROXNTO.
JUST ISSUXRD:

A NEW STORY BOOK

FOR BOYS AND GIRLS,

“APPLES OF GOLD.”

By Msis. Susax H. Wixox.

A This s a work of supenier menit, and,
unlike every other bwk of the kind, en-
uruiy free from supersuitun or theology.
Price, §1.50, puostage, 3 centa.—For sale by
A. iddington, Toronto.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

The following are a few of the many
testimonials which have been received . —

Mg, E. D. Slenker writes,—** T have just
receved ¢ Apples of Guli.® It is a beauta-
fal bouk, and 1 like the gene.al tuno of tho
storios as far as 1 havo read thom. I Lope
every Liberal family will buy one.  T’d got
a duzen for distribution among my young
fricuds if I wero able.

William Sissen, Esq,, of Port Hope,
Ont., writes, *“ “ Apples of Gold®is full of
interest from first to last, with numerous
fresh and very invigorating thoughts, in-
structive, moral, amusing and witty, with-
out lack in refinement ; and, being without
superstition ¢ any kind, it is ono of tho
best story books for all ci.xsscl, from young
tv old, that I havo ever read.”

 A. N.” writes,—‘“ All who have read
the Lok hercabouts speak of it as the best
wark for boys and girls they have ever
knuwn. Tho storios aro entertaining and
instructive, and entirely devoid of super-
stitioustaint—thatpoiscnerof youngmunds.
A_gentlemen, ordering the ** Apples of
Gold ” for a pet, writes,~*¢ Thisisa prosent
for a hright littlo girl of 10 years, whoso
grandiather is ono of ¢ our ranks,’ and I am

leased to givo her such & splondid good
{»ook as “Apples of Gold'”

CALKIN'S

'CHAMPION

NOVELTY WASHER!

”"

Is the most remarkable discovery of the
19th century, whereby every lady can be
her own laundress and find pleasure and
amusement therein. It saves time, labor,
trouble. It washes quickly, cleanly and
easily.  Will do a day’s washing in three
hours, and do it well.

Cannaot get out of order.

Have one and try it before you buy it.
No charge for trial. Price reduced to
$6.00.

It saves its cost in the wear of clothes
in six months.

STOCKTON, ROSSITER & CO.
122 King Streot West, Toronto.

Iu stock, or engraved to order,

Notarial Seals, Lodge, Corporation and
Society Seals.’

Steoi Stamps
POR

Wood, Bram, Iron,
Ivory *o.

Dalr Stmps, Reck
Qifice and Hand
Stamps, &
Covfectioners’
tamps
s And Rollz
\ Siiver and i -am

— - ey Doorplatcs.
Iattlers’ Stamps for Capsules
a1l kinds.

Shiulds and Bannorots for LiberalssociAa-
tions sppropriately grouped.

and wax—




