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Thautauqua Literary and Scient fic Cirete.)

(Seat of the Famous Chautauqua Assembly, and C

Vo XIX]  NOVEMBER, I8, (No. 11.

Trusting in Jesus. The Chautauqua Movement.

** Casting sll your care upon Him, for He| . engraving gives a view of the famous
carcth for you,” nﬁ:

Chautauqua Asse g :y grounds. . This place is

» the great centre of the now world-wide Chau-
On, why do you carry your bunz(n Alons, uuq?n movement. This began chiefly as a
"Phat burden so heavy to bear? scheme for Normal Class Sunday-school study,
Why under its load do you labour and groan, | and this is still a large part of its work. We
When Jesus is saying in tenderest tone, hope that very many of our scholars and
My ohild, cast on Me all your care?” teachers will take up the Normal Class Work,

y " y r commenq’ed ijn the last BANNER, by the Rev.

In all your afflictions He suffers with you, V. C We for that

Ww. C.
2 ur the Rev. A. Andrews’ admi
And He can give patience to bear ; s ﬁnemNormM Class Work.
No trouble can come that is hid from His view, It is, we think, the duty of the Church to
No foe can oppress you but He can subdue,

promote as much as possible the intellectual as
1 you cast upon Him all your care, well as the moral and religious training of the

young people committed to its care. ere are
If temptations assail you or troubles surprise, | many young people who are compelled to leave

" s hool early i order to earn a living ; and there
0 do not give way to despair ; oo th v for instan
Though clouds now envelope and darken the ooy F 5 e Pgos B g Pt

rable out-

having left school have a good deal of leisure
skies, and ’(II'?: not kno: how to mlhke the best use of
“ i sness " it. ere are those, too, whose youth is past
L !)rlght sy Rightenn w0 will but who feel that they should try to cultﬂru;
B, the minde which God 'has given them, but do

If you cast upon Jesus your care,

not know how. Indeed whenever God converts
a soul He implants a strong desire for knowledge
There never was yet a dark cloud in the sky | and firm resolve to make the most of the God-
But a clear silver lining did wear ; X g}vellll pO;‘ve:ll othhe lln)int:} . To tl'nheet the ne:ldn

¥ i red | ©f all such, the Rev. Dr. Vincent has matured a

And the blackest of clouds will be scattered | scheme which promises to be the most useful of
and fly, any cver conceived in even his fertile braifl,

If only on Jesus by faith you rely, This is the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific
And cast upon Him all your care Circle. This organization is only seven years

| old, yet it has about 100,000 persons now pur-

In our journey through life we full often shall | suing its four years’ course of study. Such

i | societies will do much to elevate the character

o - of the social entertainments of the Church and

An unfailing resource is in prayer; of the home, so that instead of being, as they
If we tell it to Jesus His pity will move,

| sometimes have _bo;en. occasions for frivolous,
The darkness will fly, and the burden remove, | 20t to say pernicious, amusement, they ma

Just by casting on Him all your care, | conduce to the spiritual as well as the intel-

| lectnal improvement of those who tak. i
— Wesleyan. 't?::m. e bl
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SUNDAY SOHOOL BANNER.

OUR PUBLICATIONS.
Christian Guardian, weekly ..... seseens
Methodist Magaziue, monthly ..
Guardian and Magazine together. .
The Wesleyan, Halifax, weekly .
Sunday chmol Banner, monthly . .
Berean Leaf Quarterly ................
Quarterly Review Service. By the year,

24 cents a dozen ; $2.00 per 100. Per
quarter, 6 cents a dozen ; per 100.... 0
0

=ovaena3
2833888

Home & School, 8 pp. 4to, semi-monthly,
single copies . ......co0 ceiiienens
Less than 20 copies 0
Over 20 copies ........ vousanimseeess 0

Pleasant Hours Issued to alternate with
Home & School. Same size and price.

Berean Leaves, 100 copies per month . .. 5 50

Sunbeam, semi-monthly, less than 20 copies 0 15
25 copies and upwa! 012

Address— WILLIAM BRIGCS,
Publisher, Toronto.
C. W. Coartss, 8. F. Huesris,
2 Bleury Street, Meth. Book Room,
Moqt.renl, Que. Halifax, N.8.

Sundap School @;n_n?r.

W. H, WITHROW, D.D., Editor.

TORONTO, NOVEMBER, 1885.

Prize Offered.

A prize of 820 is offered for what may le
dermed the best method in any one of the
following plans for arresting the attenvion of
the thought'ess and unconverted so as to lead
them to enquire earnestly for the way of salva-
tion, viz. :

1. The best Leaflet of not over 600 words.

2. The best Tract not to exceed four pages
of 300 words each.

3. The best method other than Leaflet or
Tract.

Communications enclosing stamp, if to be
returned, addressed to Rev. W. H. Withrow,
D.D., Methodist Book and Publishing House,
Toronto, up to Deceriber 1st, 1885.

Contributions to have motto, with name of
contributor in letter. Prize will be awarded
on December 15. Should the above lead to
valuable contributions to the many excellent
existing mediums, subsequent prizes will be
offered in the same direction.

et Y+ —

Names of Sunday-school Superin-
tendents Wanted.

Tug Secretary of the Sunday-school Board
would be greatly obliged if all the Superin-
tendents of Circuits on the following Districts
would kindl{ send the names ana post office

of

S

“Happy Days.”

OUR NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPER.

Wi are glad to announce that we will shortly
issue specimen numbers of our new Sunday-
school paper, * Happy Davs.” It will be of
the same grade and same size and price as the
Sunbeam, and will be issued on alternate weeks,
80 that, with our four npen, schools will have
oue for every Sunday, both senior and prima:
classes. This will meet a long felt want. e
hope our schools will all rally to the support of
this new paper. It will be the handsomest
juvenile paper ever issued in Canada. No
school should order any other or foreign peri-
odical for advanced or primary classes without
seeing the specimens of those of our own
Church, which will be shortly sent to every
Sunday-school superintendent in the (onnex-
jon. Any who do not soon receive them will
confer a favour by writing for samples, which
will be sent free.

WE omitted to state in our description of
Safed in the last number of the BANNER, that
it is the traditional * city set on a hill” men-
tioned in the Sermon on the Mount. Its con-
spicuous elevation above all the surrounding
country would make the reference singularly
appropriate.

ts on their respective cix :
London, St. Thomas, Ridgetown, Strathroy,
Sarnia, Brockville, Matilda, Perth, Pembroke,
Quebec, Stanstead and Victoria, B.C., Districts,
The Secretary of the Board finds himself
tly impeded in his work for lack of the
information herein asked for. Brethren in
Eoueuion of this information will greatly aid
by promptly sending these names and

im
addresses.
W. H. WITHROW,
Secretary S. S. Board, Toronto.

e+ A —

Literary Review.

The Sabbath: lts Permanence, Promise and
Defence. By W. W. Everts, D.D. New
York: E. B. Treat, 771 Broadway. Price, §l.
Pp. 278. Crown 12mo.

This elegant volume with a very suggestive
frontispiece of the Sabbath—its rest and wor-
ship— will be welcomed as a very substantially
constructed breakwater against the flood of
Sabbath d ion that is ping over the
country. The author is an enthusiastic lover
of the Christian Sabbath, and marshals science,
history and revelation in its defence ; making
his woik in every chapter comprehensive, in-
cisive and effective. No phase of the Sabbath
question is left undis d, while every topic
is treated in the briefest manner and every
touch of light shows the hand of a master.

dd all the Sunday-school Superin-
ts or missions:

1
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The lover of God's Holy Day will find in this
volume a treasury of thonght with which to
strengthen and fortify his own sacred regard for
the Sabbath, and a storehouse from which to
draw arguments for the overthrow cf its foes.

Tue Magazine of Art for October is an especi-
ally fine number, in texts and illustrations.
There are five full-page illustrations. The
opening paper, by Claude Phillips, is on that
strange German genius Arnol(r Bicklin, of
whose peculiar work a number of admirable
illustrations are given. Following this is a

per on Granada, by David Hannay, showing
{;; pencil as well as pen the Moorish beauties
of that old Spauish town. H. V. Barnett con-
tinues his stories of ‘“The Romance of Art,”
selecting the pathetic story of Al:.ander
Alberic and Isabella Cunio for his subject. W.
Martin Conway strikes *“ A Note on Marhuse,”
the Flemish master, whose *“ Adoration of the
Magi” his been attracting the admiration of
English amateurs of Art. *‘Current Art” is
cleverly dissected, with reproducti of the
recent pictures in the Royal Academy and
Grosvenor Gallery. Miss A Mary F. Robinson
FW. the fourth of her Profiles from the

rench Renaissance, The de| nent of Art
notes is well filled.—Cassell & Company,
Limited, New York ; $3.50 a year in advance,

Tne first number of the sixth volume of the
Chawtauquan—the organ of the C. L. 8. C.—
comes tous en'arged in size aud much improved
inquality. Itis printed on good paper, contains
much of the * Required Reading.” Is indis-
pensable for Chaut: , valuable for any-
one, and very cheap—$1.50 a year. Rev.T. L.
Flood, editor and publisher, Meadvills, Pe.
L. C. Peake, Esq., Mission Rooms, Toronto,
Canadian agent.

Tuk October number of the Popular Seience
Monthly contains an admirable article by Prof.
Drummond, author of that famous book ** Natur-
al Luw in the Spiritual World,” on the wonder-
ful work of white ants in pulverizing and ferti-
lizing the soil, illastrited. Dr. W. . Barnard
cnncfudu his able papers on the Relations of
Railway Managers and Employees. * The
Trading Rat " is a very curious chapter by Mrs.
Hatch.  Prof. Cope has an instructive article
on the Energy of Life Evolution, illustrated.
The Solar Corona, one of the greatest puzzles
of science, is di 1 by the distinguished
astronomer Dr. Huggins. For one who wants
to keep abreast of the progress of science this
monthly is essential.

A curiovs volume is The World's Lumber
Room, by Selina Gaye, in the press of Cassell
& Co. The writer gives, in popular form, an
account of some of the many ways in which re-
fuse is made and disposed of by nature and by
man, and turned to good account  The author’s
style is simple and quite within the compre-
hension of children. The book abounds with
illustr wtions,

Opening and Closing Services for
Fourth Quarter of 1885.

OPENING SERVICE,

I. Silence. d

II The Doxology.
III. Responsive Sentences. :

Supt. This is the day which the Lord hath
made ; we will rejoice and be glad in it.

School. I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of the Lord. Blessed
is the man whom Thou choosest, and causest to
approach unto Thee, that he may dwell in Thy
courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness
of Thy house, even of | hy holy temple.

All. Blessed are thgy that dwell in Thy
house: they will be still praising Thee.

Supt, The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom : a good understanding have all they
that do his commandments.

School. Make me to understand the way of
Thy precepts: so shall I talk of Thy wondrous
works,

1V. Kinging.

V. Prayer.
LESSON SERVICE,

I. Class Study of the Lesson,
II. Singing Lesson Hymn.

IIL. Recitation of the Title, Golden Text, Out-
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion, by the
School in concert.

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson, by
Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.

VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service and week-evening prayer-meet-
ing).

. CLOSING SERVICE,

I. Singing.

I1. Responsive Sentences.

Supt. Stand thou still awkile that I may show
thee the Word of God.

School. What doth the Lord require of thee,
but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God. Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Supt. Now unto Him that is able to keep you
from falling, and to present you faultless before
the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.

All. To the only wise God our Saviour, be
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both
now and forever, Amen.

II1. Dismission,

THE APOSTLES' CREED,

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker

of heaven and earth ; and in Jesus Christ His

only Son our Lord : who was conceived by the
Ho{y Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered

under Pontius Pilate ; was crucified, dead, and
buried ; the third day he rose from the dead ;
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
:]I::l:lce he shall come to judge the quick and the
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made him content with & limited, formal obedience.
8) In our ) God' we need bold,

@ God's
perseverance, and above all faith.

19, The man of God was wroth, It wus not an
evil pussion, but a just indignation ugainst one who had
used but half his opportunity; the anger of an earnest
soul with lukewarmness and luck of faith. How the
ull conquering zeul of the prophet shines in contrast
with the lassitnde of the King! "(4) Let us be careful how
we lose our privileges by our ne of them. Most
churches ure like fuctories running on half-tim., or like
farms of which only n quarter is under cultivation,
Thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. The latter verses
of our lesson record the fulfillment of the prediction.
Syrin waned, indeed, with the restoration of Isrgel, but
its final destruction wus wrought by the Assyriun
power from the Eust,

20. Elisha died, (10) Death claims God's ,mu:, but
he is after all a conquered congueror. 'They bur
him, Josephus suys that the fuo{thel received the
empty rof  princely funernl, Hud he been heeded
while li u8 he was honored when dead, there would
have been no need to recover lost provinces or beat
back invading armies. How often o men ** crown the
statue when they have not crowned the brow. und pu‘)'
honor to the ashes which they have dented to the xpirit! "
—Ruskin. ‘The bands of the Moabhites. These were
the people living on the east of the Dead Sen, who had
recently emuncumwd themselves from the Yoke of
Isruel ~ Invaded the lands, A marauding rald, not o
permanent occupation, Coming in of the year, Tl
crops in the dordan valley ripen in the iate spring,
enrlier than elsewhere in Palestine; and to this day
they ure often seized by predutory bunds,

21, They cast the man. They threw the hody
which they were burying into the nearest sepulcher,
Iehich chunced to be that of Elisha; which was not a
jrave but a cuve, with perhaps a stone over its mouth.

uched the bones of Elisha, Neither hody was ina
cofin: hut both were wrupped around with clothes, o
that they might touch euch’olher, He revived and
stuod up. In the depressed state of Israel, under the
roke ol Syria and invaded by Moab. such & mirncle may
uve Leen needed to encourage the people in their

led |

efforts for deliverance. We know not whether this
Wis u permanent restoration to life or a momentary
quiver, But whatever the nuture of the miracle, it was
wrought by the power of God, und not by the virtue
of the dead prophet's bones, 8¢ God works in the
world still, through the remembered words and the
written thoughts, the * remaing "' of good men whose
bodies have crumbled back to their native dust, Paul
touches the world to-day in bis letters, Charles Wesley
in his #ongs, and Robertson in his sermons,

22, Hazael king of Syrla. The story now goes
back to the previous reign, in order to show the fulfill-
ment of Elisha’s prophecy. Hazuel was the generul of
Ben-hadad IL. who murdered hix muster and usurped
the throne. He wus the ablest man of his day, and
mude Syria supreme from the Mediterranesn to the
Egyptiun border, Jehoahaz, The son and successor
of Jehu, and futher ot Joash, Under him Ierael was
scarcely more thai province of Syria, But he sought
God's help, which wus granted, though not until after
hix death. (11) How q/ten trouble brings men and na-
tions back to God! .4

23. The Lord was graclous, Even backsliding Is-
] enjoyed G mercy, end was again and again

restored to his fuvor, Because of his covenant, The
pledge made n thousand years before to the patrinrchs
thut God would preserve their seed, and make them his
own people. From his presence as yet. The ca
tivity, from which the ten tribes never returned,
their final custing off, which took place about ninety
years after this time,

24. So Hazael .. died. The death of this flerce
warrior was the benhmlni of Israel's deliverunce,
Benehadad his son reigned.  He vas the third kin
of that nume, and inheritor of his futher's conquests, |
of which were lost throngh his wenkness,

25. Jehoash. The same king who in verse 14 is
called Jonsh, The eities. These may have been in
that section of Isrnel east of the river Jordan, or even
nearer Samaria, but their names are not known. Three
times. So fulfilling Elisha's prophecy. Yet either he
did not press on to the full subjugation of Syria, or he
was unable to accomplish it.

HOME READINGS.
M. Death of Elicln, 2 Kings 13, 14-25,
T'w.'The covenunt with Abraham. Gen. 15.7-18.
I¥. The promise to Isanc. Gen, 26, 1-12,
7h. The covenant with Jacob, Gen. 28, 1-15,

F. The eovenunt fulfilled in Christ. Luke 1, 68-79,
S The resurrection of dry bones. Ezek. 87. 1-14.
8. Reward of faith, Heb, 11. 1-18,

GOLDEN TEXT.
He belng dend vet apenketh. Heb, 11, 4,

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 203, Dominion Hymnal,

There is a glorious world of light
Above the starry sky. R

No. 200, Dominion Hymnal,

There is a land of pure deli,
Where saints lml‘l’l:)ﬂu nf:l::

No, 200, Dominion Hymnal,

Give me the wings of faith to
wmmuuvafm-n i

TIME.—B, C. 838,

PLACE.—Unknown,

RULERS, —Joush, grandson of Jehn. twelfth King
of Isruel; Amazinh, ninth King of Judah: Ben-hadad
111, King of Damuscus: Shalmaneser 11, King of
Lssyrin, 5

HIRTORY.—During the reigns of Jehn and Jehoa.
haz, Isrnel fell under the power of Syria, which
Wwas ruled by Hazuel. Joash, who was king of Ismel
when Elisha_died, regained much that had been lost,
and his son, Jeroboam IL., conquered Syria, and made

lsrael nlmost as powerful as it had been under David
and Solomon.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. A Royal Visltor, v, 14,
Who was dying ¥
What king cume to see him
‘was Joush £0 sorrowful ¢

What was the significance of his exclamution ?

2. A Prophetic Lesson, v, 15-19,
What did Elisha direct the king to do *

What did Elishs mean by putting his hunds upon the

king’s hands ¢
hy was the arrow shot eastward ?

What explapation of the urrow did the prophet give ?

What was the king told to do ?

‘Why did he smite only thrice ¢
3. A Bacred Bepunleher, v. 20, 21,

What oceasioned the hurried burial #

What occurred when the body touched Elisha's
bones ¥

Whut was its signifieance ¢
4. A Fulfilled Prophecy, v, 22-25.

Wit pm'{)hecy of Elisha was fulfilled concerning
Huznel ? 2 Kings 8, 12.

Why did God preserve ls el ¥

What other prophecy of Klisha was fulfilled ?

Practieal Teachings,

Where in this lesson do we learn—1. That a good
mun's death is cause for lamentation ¥ 2. That indiffer-
ence to divine command brings disuster ¢ 8. That none
of God's words fail ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,
1. A Royal Visitor, v. 14,

Who was stricken with a fatal illness ?

‘What royal visitor had he ¥

How did the king show his grief ?

‘What was his lungunge ¢

‘Who had used this language before # 2 Kings 2. 12,
2. A Prophetic Lesson, v, 15-10.

What four things did Elisha bid the king do ?

What did the arrow &ignif)

DocTrINAL SUGGESTION.—God's fidelity to his covenant.

3
What was the king then df‘recled todo?
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Why was Elisha displeased ? |
What did the king lose by his failure ¥
A Sacred Sepulcher, v, 20, 21.

What calamity fell upon Tsrael ¥
How was a funeral disturbed ¢
What was done with the dead man's body ¥
What miracle followed ¥
4. A Fulfilled Prophecy, v. 29-25.
Who was Israel’s greatest eneiny ?
Who their greatest defense ¥ |
Wiy did the Lord graciously regard them ?
Who succeeded Hazael ns king of Syria ¥
What did the son of Jehoshaz recover from the
Syrians ¥
‘Feachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That good men are honored in their death ¥
hlg' 'Il‘hu! partial obedience cannot become a perfect
essing ¥
Itf hat a good man's influence reaches beyond his !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS.

Who was king in Isruel while Jehoash was king in
Judah ¥ Joash.

Was the kingdom of Tsrael at peace with Syria now ?
No; it was in great danger.
s the good provhet who had saved them
w before ! He was an old man now,

ek unto death,

over him, and wept.
What did he say ¥ ** O my father, my father ! the
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.”

Do you remember who had said these same words be- |

fore, and when ¥

What did they mean? That both Elij
Elisha had been more to Isravl than charlo
horsemen.

How did Elisha show Joash that God wonld eare for
Tsruel after his death ¢ He had him fit an arrow to
a how and open the window toward syri

Phat did he do then ¢ Put his dying hands on the
king's hands and told him to shoot the arrow.

A< it flew ont of the window toward Syria what did
Elishi say ¢ ** You shall have victory over the Syre
jans and destroy them.”

Wihat did Elisha tell him to do next? Strike the
arrows upon the ground,

Boecause he struck only three times what did Elisha
tell him ¢ T he should gain only three vietories
over the .

Wha became of Elisha ¢ He died, and they
buried
As the people were hnrylnu man near Elisha, a year

what happened ¢ A band of enemies came in
ey, in haste, put the dead body into

..
A« this dead body touched Elisha's dead hody what
;Iru‘«_- to pus< ¢ ‘The man lived again and stood on
« feet.
What did this prove about Elisha? [Repeat the
GoLpeN TEXT.]

Words with Little People.

IHow many things ean you remember of the wonder-
ful life of Elisha? The secret of nll his power wis.
that he were God, and kept so near to him that God
conld talk to him and use him to do these great things
for him. God wants his holy, useful life to be an ex-
ample to yo It may be he intends to make some of
you to he great. Surely he wants you ali to he true.
foble men and women, and to do a great deal of good in
your pluce; and you cannot, unless youn get acquainted
With God,as Elisha did. Will you begin to know himnow?

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]

1. What did Elisha tell Joash to do? * Take bow
and arrows.”
2. When Joash had shot the arrow what did Elisha
v The arrow of the Lord's deliverance.”

3. Why was Elishu wroth when Joash stayed after
«miting the ground thrice ¥ Because he had not simit-
ten more,

|
Joash do? He went to see him, bent |

4. What did Elisha say to Joush # * Thou shalt
hrice.”

| smite Syria but ¢

5. What happened u'. the man who was cast futo the

1 sepulcher of Klisha ¥ + He revived.

CATECHISM QUESTION,
8. What do you mean by the word sacrament?
1 mean an outward and visible sign ¢* an inward and
given unto us, urdaine | by Christ him-

means whereby we receive Jhe same, and a
to assure us thereof.

A‘..\LV’I‘II"AI- AND BIBLICA , OUTLINE.
Power in Death,

I Tux KiNe AssURED.
1. Joash the king....wept. V. 1.
« Blessed. ...that mourn.” Matt. 5. 4.
2, Elisha said. .. .take bow. v.14.
»Teacheth my hands to war," Psa. 1441
8. Arrow of the Lord's deliverance. v. 17.
 He removeth. . ..and setteth up.” Dan. 2,21
4. And he said, Smite. v. 18.
« Be strong and of a good conrage.” Deut. 81, 6.
5. He smote thrice, and stuyed. v. 18.
W Not be weary in well-doing." Gal. 6. 9.
6. Thou shalt smite Syria... .thrice. v. 10,
“his is the victory....even our faith,” 1John5. 4.
11, Tue Deap Razviveo.
1. Elisha died, and they buried him. v. 20
“i'he prophets, do they live forever ¢ Zech. 1. 5.
2. They were burying a man. v. oM.
“ Man goeth to his long home." Ecel, 12. 5.
8. Touched the bones of Elisha. v.21.
“1 am the resarrection and the life." John 11, 25.
4. Revived and stood up. v.21.
“Thy dead men shall live." Isa. 20, 19.
1L Tug LaNp DELIVERED.
1. The Lord was gracious. v. 2.
“Whois a God Jike unto thee ?"' Micah 7.18.
2. Because of his covenant. v. 23,
«The oath which he sware.” Luke 1. 78
3. Would not destroy them. V. 2.
« Will not cast off forever." Lam. 3. 31, 82,
4. Recovered the cities of Israel. v. 2.
+ Hath holpen his servant Israel.”" Luke 1. 54,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
‘The Death of a Man of God,

1. The man of God is appreciated when he dies if not
before. Often men who have eneered at a Christian,
and have seemed to despise him, in their hearts rever-
ence him, and when he dies show honor toward him.
v. 14,

2. The manof God dies ashe hag lived. He who has
spent his lifein doing good thinks of others rathee than
of himeelf when he comes 0 die, and he who has lived
for God enjoys God's presence in the dying hour.
v. 1510, °

3. The man of God when dying often possesses 4
strange insight into God's plans, and catches gleams of
events to come, as if a light from heaven rests upon his
fuce. v. 15-19.

4. 'The man of God has power after death, The
work he has done goes on, the influence he has exerted
i8 not lost, and men feel his power when he has left the
world. v. 20, 21.

5. The true strength of a people is its godly men.
Elisha was * the chariot of Isrnel ™ in his day, und the
«afety of our land to-day is in its men of God, who save
the nation from the wrath of heaven.
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An Koglish Teacher's Notes on the

Liessons,
BY BARAH GERALDINA STOCK,

Loxa ago it used to be the fashion to teach chil-
dren that if they were good God would be their
friend, and the moral law was often put before them
in place of the Gospel.
lute years gone too much to the otiier extreme, and
in procluiming the Gospel have left out the responsi-
bility of man, and laid too livtle siress on duty.
The huan heart is the same as ever : ready on the
one hand to exalt the eapabilities, cluims, and merits
of self; and on the other to allow s'oth and indif-
ference to rule. Therefore we need constantly to
lay down the foundution truth that man descrves
nothing from God, but must receive all from his
merey ; and at the same time to show that man is
not thereby deprived of his free will, nor rendered
irresponsible,  Both these points muy be illustrated
by the lesson for to-day.

The pas<age gives us two very striking sccnes, one
at the death-hed of Elisha, the other at his grave :

At Elisha's death-bed.

What a contrast between the old prophet, peace-
fully uwaiting his departure, and the king of Israel,
in his health and strength, but full of trouble and
mourning! And well might Joash be troubled for
the state of his country and kingdom. For seven-
teen years, all the life-time of his futher Jehoahaz,
Israel had been oppressed by Hazael, king of Syria,
Ver. 22, There was no safety in the open country
(comp. ver, 5, last clause), no peaceful dwelling
“under the vine and under the fig-tree” (comp.
1 Kings 4. 25), no happy gathering in of the har-
vest, no security either for life or property. The
king and people hud brought this misery on them-
selves, and when Joash succeeded his father, in-
stead of turning to God, he * departe.l not from all
the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.” Ver. 11,
And so the misery continued. Now that Elisha lay
dying, itseemed asthough Israel’s last hope were de-
parting. And this the king thoroughly recognizes
a8 he stands weeping by the couch, But Elisha
arouses him to action, The window, or lattice,
opens towurd the east. It is thence that the Syrian
oppressors come, By command of the prophet the
king takes his bow und shoots an arrow eastward—
a sign of attacking the enemy. Then he stamps on
the ground—a sign of trampling the foe under foot,
or completely routing him. But he does it only
three times and stops, and the prophict is roused to
anger. The dying man shows more earnestness
and more energy than tue warrior king: *Thou
shouldest have smitten five or six times.” The
golden opportunity is lost,

What did this mean? It meant two things:
(1) There was hope for Israel. “The arrow of
Jehovah” was to go forth on their behalf, the ar-
row of deliverance. And the enemy was to be van-
quished—for a time, And why? By Ismacl's
power, or for Israel’s worthiness 7 No, but beeanse
*“the Lord was gracious unto them, and had com-
passion on them, and had respect unto them, be-

It may be timt we have of |

cause of his covenunt with Avraham, Isauc, and
Jacob,” (2) The Lord s interposition must be ac-
cepted and mude use of.  This is just what the king,
in the figurutive action enjoined on him by the
prophet, fuiled to do fully, He should probably
bave switten on the ground till the word came to
desist.  This secmingly trifling mistuke evidently
showed the bent of his mind, and the course he
would tuke. The Lord's mercy avails not if' it is
met by sloth and indifference.

Al Elisha’s Grave.

Here is another striking picture, A burial party
carrying their dead to one of the rocky scpulchers
(probably) with which Pulestine abounds—a fumily
grave, perhups, But the solennity is strungely in-
terrupted,  They suddenly see appearing in the dis-
tance a band of urmednen—not Sy rians, but Moab-
ites, who have tuken advantage of the distressed
stute of the country to make plundering ruids,
They dare not procecd. Hoping to suve themselves
by flight they hastily deposit the corpse in the tomb
nearest at hand—that of the propiet; when, lo!
the dead man rses up in the grave, and comes forth
living.

Nothing more is told us of the cwcumstanee, but
wo can imagine how the news must have flown
through the country, reviving hope and courage
and energy, For if God had wrought such a thing
by means of the bones of the dead prophet, would
he fail to fulfill the living prophet’s words, and
should there not be indeed * deliverunce™ forIsrael ?

But was there nothing further to be learned from
this? Surcly there was. In the hour of man's
most utter helplessness, God helped.  Out of ularm,
out of dunger, out of the grave, enme life, And the
next thing we see (for vers, 22-24 is a parenthesis
in point of time) is Joash, king of Israel, going
boldly forth agninst the king of Syria, inflicting a
threefold defeat upon him ; and recovering the ¢iies
v iich the Syrians had wrested from Isracl. So fur
Joash went, but no farther, After his death the
Lord gave yet further deliverance to Isracl. See
ver. 53 chap. 14, 25-27. But this availed not for
the king who had eurclessly let slip the golden op-
portunity which the mercy of God had provided.

1 have not space to enlarge upon the application
of this history. The gist of it is this: on the one
hand God's mercy coming to the unworthy, God's
help coming to the helpless; on the other, the re-
sponsibility of those to whom such merey and help
are freely offercd ; while the channel through which
that mercy flows and the source whence that help
comes are pointed out in symbol by that striking
scene at the grave, The death of Christ is the life
of the sinner.

Bible Reading Lesson Annlysis,
BY JOHN WILLIAMBON, M.D., D.D,
Death of Elisha, 2 Kings 13, 14.25,

1. ““He being dead yet apenketh.” The doctrine of
the imperighability of personal influence, * For none
of us liveth to himself. and no man dieth to himself,"
Rom. 14.7; John 11, 20; Heb, 11. 4; Matt, 22, 82,
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2, “Now Elisha was fallen sick o1 his sickness
whereof he died,” ver. 14. Mortality in the plan of God
{8 the heritage of the good and useful as well s of the
evil and valueless. **There is no man that huth power
over the spirit to retain the spirit,....und there is no
discharge in that war,” Eccl. 8.8; Gen. 3.19; Psa, 73,
26; Heb. 9. 27.

3. ** And wept over his face," ver. 14. Genuine and
courteous 1s cure to be appreciated. ** That
ye muy be blameless and harmless, the sons of God
Without rebuke, in the midst of u crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world,”
Phil. 2. 15; 1 Kings 8.18; Prov.8.16; 4. 7, 8; 2. 4;
John 12. 26,

4. * The chariot of Isruel, and the horsemen thereof,"
ver. 14. Godly and wise citizenship, to afford national
protection, is an army of * chariots and horsemen,™
“The righteous cry, and the Lord heureth, and deliv-
ereth them out of all their troubles." Psa. 84.17; 87,
25; Prov. 10, 24; 14. 34; 15, 20; 16. 12; 25. 5.

5. *Take bow andarrows,” ver. 15. Depend upon
it, the commands of & dying man ure supremely con-
scientious. * He charged Solomon his son, saying,
Keep the churge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his
waye," 1Kings 2. 1-9; Josh. 23, 14-16; Psa, 72; Gen.
48; 49.

6. ** And he took unto him bow and arrows," ver. 15,
Muny of the inspired teachers instructed by using sym-
bols or types. * For we have seen his stur in the east.
and are come to worship him.” Matt. 2. 2; 1 Cor. 5.7;
Ezek. 24. 1-5; Dan. 5. 5, 24-28,

7. *Put thine hand upon the bow," ver, 16. Man
must always do his part; meuns cannot be ignored.
+ Except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be swed."
Acts 27.81; Matt. 8, 8; John 15. 4, 5; Col. 8. 12-14.

8. * Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands,”
ver, 16. Toshow thut God's blessing is needed to make
prevailing the highest human effort. “Not by might,
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts." Zech. 4. 6; Hosea 1. 7; Deut. 82.80: Rom. 9.
16. 21.

9. “Open the window eastward," ver. 17. As a
symbol of thy faith in the rising sun of divine help.
“ He went into his house ; and his windows being open
in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
knees three times a day, and prayed." Dan. 6.10;
1 Kings 8. 20; Judges 5. 28; 2 Kings 10. 82, 33.

10. “The arrow of the Lord's deliverance," ver. 17.
In our case this is the arrow of Gospel promise of per-
sonal deliverance from our dread Syrix of sin. *‘ Though
your sins be as scurlet, they shall be as white as snow:
though they be red like crimson. they shall be ax wool."
Ten. 1. 18; 2 Sam. 7. 12, with Acts 13, 23 Zech. 13.1;
Heb. 9. 14,

11. ** Smite upon the ground,” ver. 18. An exhorta-
tion to persevering faith in God. “1 have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course, T have kept the
faith." 2 Tim. 4. 7; Col. 1. 21-23; Heb. 6. 4-6; 1 Cor.
15. 58,

12. **He smote thrice, and stayed," ver, 18, His fith
failed ere his duty was done. *‘But he that shall en-
dure unto the end, the same shall be saved." Matt. 24,
13; 1 Cor. 16. 18; Heb, 11, 6; Rev. 2.10.

13, “The man of God was wroth with him," ver. 10.
The sense in which a man of God may Innocently get
angry. *‘He looked round about on them with anger,
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts,” Mark
8.5: Gen. 81. 86; Exod. 11. 8; Neh. 5. 6; 13. 17, 2.

14. “Thon shouldest have smitten five or six times,"
ver. 10. 'The conditions God Imposes must be fully met
ere divine ald can be forthcoming. *‘Let the wicked
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts,

and let him return unto the Lord, and he will have
mercy upon him." Isa, 55.7; Acts 2. 88; 10. 43; 1John

1.9

15. “The bands of the Moubites,” ver, 20. This
much we know of these people. ** And the flrst-born
Yure a son, and culied his name Moab ; the same is the
futher of the Moubites." Gen. 19. 87 ; Deut, 2. 9, 18;
23, 3; 2 Chron, 20, 23; Ruth 1.

16. ** When the man was let down, and touched the
bones of Elisha, he revived," ver. 21. God's way of
adding u testimony in favor of Elisha's merit. * God is
not the Gogd of the dead, but of the living." Matt, 22,
82; Actx 14, 8, with Heb. 2. 4; Mark 16. 20,

17. ** Huzael king of Syria had oppressed Israel all
the duys of Jehos ," ver, 22. The words of God's
prophets come to pass, ** Because I know the evil that
thou wilt do unto the children of Isruel.” 2 Kings 8.
12; 20. 17; Psa. 2. 7; Luke 1. 82, 85.

18. **The Lord was gracious unto them,” ver 23, He
is not willing that any should perish. *“‘And will be
merciful unto his land, and to his people."” Deut. 82
48; Lam. 8, 23; Psa. 86.5, 15; 89, 28,

19. ** Because of his covenant with Abraham, Isane,
and Jacob, ' ver. 28. Re examine thut covenant. Gen.
15.7; 17. 2; Luke 1. 72; Acts 8. 25; Gal. 8. 16; Gen. 17,
19; 26, 8; 28, 13; Exod. 2. 24; 6. 4; 1 Chron. 16. 16,

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Review very briefly the principal events in Elisha's
life, us, 1.) His call ; 2)) The ascension of Elijah ; 8.) His
miracles : 4.) His influence upon the kings and the peo-
ple....8how now the contrast between king and proph-
et, old and young, dying and living, etc., and note that
the true king of Israel, and the one most influential,
was the dying prophet....Lessons for young people
about * The Death of a Man of God."....Show in the
story the contrast between the faith of one and the
weakness of the other. ..."The story of Elisha’s burial,
and the corpse which touched his, may be used to illus-
trute the power of & zood man after death. For exam-
ple, we ring the songs of Bliss and Bradbury, of Wes-
ley and Watts, long after the men who wrote them have
passed away. ... For the lutter part of thelesson draw &
map of Israel, and in a circle around Samaria show to
what narrow limits it hat been reduced. Then show
the boundaries restored under Joash, as proving the
truth of Elisha's prediction. ... From this to us the les-
son that we can look to God's mercy and compagsion as
our hope.

Fr 's H Book. Ver.15: Bow
and arrow, 848, Ver. 17: Windows, 228. Mode of de-
claring war, 849, Ver. 21: Hebrew mode of burial,
850.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Only a tired face !  Only white, wasted hands ! Only
& waiting for death's sure, triumphant advance! How
humbling seems that dying bed, and yet how honored !
A step is heard at the door, and the highest in the land
enters, the king himself. He bends over the dying
prophet. ¥e weeps. He cries out as if seeing alrendy
the glitter of heaven's retinue descending to meet and
bear the prophet away. Honored of earth, how hon-
ored of heaven is that dying bed! Lo, that glorious
chariot of Terael and the horsemen thereof, in waiting
to bear Elisha nway even as Elijah | Not over, though,
is the prophet's work upon the earth, personally.
“Take bow and arrows," he says to the king. Is the
monarch to shoot at a mark ? He heeds the prophet's
request. He has opened a window toward the enst.
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He has put his hunds on the bow, and on them rest the
prophet’s hands, Pullon your arrow, Gking | Shoot !
Away whizzes the arrow, the symbol of the Lord's de-
liverance and Syrin's defeat. But what next ? Let the
king smite the ground with the arrows. He smites
again and again and again, the sign of Syria's repeated
disasters. 7f he had multiplied his blows, the prophet
tells him, greater would have been Syria's hurt. The
prophet is nlone again, patiently waiting for the coming
of the heavenly chariot. One day it halts an instant at
his door, and he is gone, Not over, though, is the in-
fluence of the prophet on the earth. Ouce more there
is war, o e bands of the Moabites ruid through the
land. Hebrews are burying the dead one day.
The # ywiul procession is on its way to the tomb,
wh me one has discovered the presence of the
They are behind that cloud of dust, perhaps,
ng along the road. Hasten the burial | There is
spulcher nigh at hand, Open it and deposit the dend
there. Quick ! But why do the bearers sturt back ?
The dead has touched the dead, and at the touch the
man is on his feet! **The bones of Elisha are there,"
whispers some one in awe. Ah, the prophet's influence
still lives, God's power, too, is close at hand and in
readiness to serve his cause,

Primary and Intermediate,
BY M. V. M,

Lessox Tuovenr. The Power of a Good Life.

PERSONS AND Pracks. Print * Israel, * Samaria,”
“Elisha," *Jehoash." Question about these. Let
children tell who Elisha was, where he lived, what the
work of his life had been, ete. Tell that Jehoash,
usually shortened to Joash, and meaning * Gift of God,"
was the grandson of Jehu and the young king of Israel,
Call back what the children know about Jehu, and tell
that after his death his son, the father of Joash, reigned.
Both Jehu and his son Jehoahaz sinned and God pun-
ished them by letting trouble come upon Israel. De-
scribe the Syrian invasions, and show how weak the
kingdom had become to have but fifty horsemen and
ten chariots left in its army. No wonder the young
king felt troubled. Sin always makes trouble,

Tue DEATH OF EL1sHA, Show
that Elisha had not been idle,
though we know nothing of
him for forty-five years, Now
he was an old man ninety years
old. King Jossh heard that
Elisha was sick, and gcame to
visit him. Who was greater,
the king, or the good prophet ¥

Teach that only the good are great. Describe the scene
—the king weeping over the dying prophet—the prophet
giving the king hope and encouragement, Show a bow
and arrow, The prophet told the king what to do and
showed him how to do it, It will interest the children

and impress the lesson, to let a boy shoot a toy arrow
into a vucant corner which you may name Syria. Tell
what it meant, and show how the king's lack of fuith
hindered him from receiving the greut victory and bless-
ing God was willing to give him. The more perfectly
this scene can be illustrated in action the better.

Evisaa's Power AprER DEaTi. After Elisha died
he was buried in a splendid tomb near Samaria, The
people loved and honored him for his gooduess, and
they showed nonor to him in his death, Epeak of the
honor shown to General Grant {n his death and burial,
Tell the story graphically of the invasion by the Moab-
ites, the burying u man in haste in Elis epulcher,
und the coming to life of the dead man when his body
touched the bones of Elisha, Call for Golden Text, and
tench that the power of a good life can never die,
Where cun we get thisgood life ¥ Only from God, who
is the Life. Teach that [} little child may have this life
in the soul. Show an acorn sproused, and tell how it
will grow and grow until it becomes an onk-tree. The
little sprout is like a child-Christian. But the sprout
will die without sun and air. 8o the young Christian
must have God's sun and God's nir—the breath of the
Holy Spirit.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, B8Q,

5 THE AGENT
MAN IS THE INS

The command of the prophet to the king to take a
bow and arrows was for the purpose of xymbolizing fut-
ure victories over the Syrians, and a promise of the
Lord’s power. We make a blackboard exercise of the
prophetic lesson. In place of the bow is found God's
word. The taking the bow was the preparation for
future work, like arming the host for battle, 8o must
we arm ourselves with God's word, The placing of
hands on the bow s the guidance of & higher power
than our own, 80 must we put our hands to the work
by taking the word of God, and from it send forth the
arrows of truth, God 18 the agent, man is the instru-
ment to do his will, We must huve faith and earnest
zeal. Half belief is not acceptable,

“ Fight and wateh and pray,
The battle ne'er give o'er.”

B.C.770,) LESSON VI. THE
Jonah 1. 117, [Commit to memory verses 4-6.

Now the word of the Lorn clma

unto Jo’nah the son of A-mit/tai,

(]
n(‘,‘s‘&fﬂ saying,

2 Arise, go to Nin’e-veh, that great
city, and cry ngainst it; for their
00 wickedness is come up before me,
But Jo’nah rose up to flee unto
Tar’shish from the presence of the
Lorp, and went down to Jop’pa;
and he found a ship going to Tar'shish: 8o he paid the
fare thereof. and went down into it, to go with them
unto Tar’shish from the preseuce of the LoRD,

STORY OF JONAH. [Nov. 8.

4 But the Lorp sent out a great wind into the sea,
and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the
ship was like to be broken, .

Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every
man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in
the ship into the sea, to lighten if of them. But Jo’nah
wis gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay,
and was fast asleep.

6 80 the ship-master came to him, and s unto him,
What meanest thou, O sleeper ¢ arise, eall upon thy
God, It so be that God will think upon us, that we

perish not,
7 And they said every one to his fellow, Come, and
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Jet us east lots, that we may know for whose canse this
3“" ial upon us. So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon
o/nnh,

# Then said they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, for
whose cause this evil i8 upon us; What is thine occu-
pation ¥ and whence comest thou ¥ whut iés thy coun-
try ¥ and of what people ar thon ¥

9 And he said unto them, 1 ama Hebrew; and T fear
the Lorp. the God of heuven, which hath made the sea
und the dry land.

10 T'hen were the men exceedingly afraid, and said
unto him. Why hast thou done this ¥ For the men knew
that he fled from the presence of the Lorp, because he
had told them,

11 Then aid they unto him, What ghall we do unto
thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea
wrought, und was tempestuous,

12 And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me

forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you:
for I know that for my suke this great tempest is upon

you.

13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the
land; but they could not: for the sea wrought, and was
tempestuous against them.

14 Wherefore they eried unto the Lorp, and said, We
beseech thee, O LorD, we beseech thee, let us not perish
for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent blood:
for thou, O Lorp, hast done as it pleased thee.

15 So they took up Jo/nah, and cast him forth into
the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging,

16 Then the men feared the Lomrp exceedingly, and
offered u sacrifice unto the Lorp, and made vows,

17 Now the Lorp had prepared a great fish to swal-
low up Jo'nah, And Jonah was in the belly of the fish
three days and three nights,

General Statement.

Atsome time when the house of Jehn was upon the
throne of Israel urose a prophet in Gulilee, named Jo-
nah. We know not the r‘rm:lse date of his appearance,
but it was at an age when Nineveh was arising as a
durk shudow in the horizon of the Oriental world, and
threatening to overwhelin the khuﬁdoln of Israel. Jo-
nah with quick, clear eye foresaw the danger that was
threatening in the growth of this world-empire, and as
a loyal son of Abralam felt a hatred of its advancing
power.  What was his l‘aelInF. then, when he felt with-
1 him a eall to go and preach to this huted people ! In
his heart he would rather let Nineveh perish in her
crimes than receive from his lips a warning which
might lead hier to repentance. He determined to fly to
the ends of the earth, to faraway Tarshish in the west,
and det Nineveh die unwarned. ~We see him hasten to
Joppu. andon beard the vessel which shall bear him
over thesea, His conscience troubles him, but worn
out with weariness of mind he falls asleep, while a
storm rages overhead. He is uroused, to find that even
the heathen pray, that in suvage bosoms there are long-

ings for spirifual communings ; that Gentile heurts are
et gé:ntle. and even when they know that an Israelite
has brought them into trouble they are unwilling to
save their lives by sacrificing hisown. Touched with a
true repentance, with a wider sympathy than he has
ever felt before, Jonah offers himeelf to death that the
ship's compuny may be suved. Still the mariners hesi-
ate 3 they redouble their labors ; they offer prayers to
the God of heaven ; they show the spiritof true citizens
in the kingdom uf God. larger than the churches on
enrth: At lust they dous the prophet bids them, and
cast him, as they expect, to death by the waves. But
now Jonah is just in the condition of heart to be a
preacher of righteousness, for he has shown himself
ready to die for his fellow-men. He who has seen the
worth of u soul is the man to reach ouls. ' It is as easy
for God to save Jonah out of the fish's belly as it was
to surround his ship with the tempest. So he is called
forth from his living grave to be anew commissioned us
God's messenger.

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

Verse 1. The word of the Lord. A divine message
Imprhlllnglltulr upon the inner consciousness of one
who was living in fellowship with God, and #o clear
that it could not be mistaken. Jonah the son of
Amittal, According to 2 Kings 14. 5, he was born in
Gathhepher, in the tribe of Zebulun, or near Nazareth;
and hence was one of the few prophets who came out
of Galilee, It is uncertain when he lived, but probably

tween 830 and 770 B. C., when Israel was rising from
the Syrinn oppression d while Ass was the domi-
nant state in the ern world. Jewish tradition
makes Jonuh the son of the widow of Zarephath, re-
stored to life by Elijah's prayer, and afterward s
servant,

2. Arise, go. Perhaps this command to go and
ach to a Gentile vity was given because the work in
ael resulted in comparative failure; and was intended

to show the willingness of the Gentile world to hear the
Gospel. Nineveh, that great eity. Ninevel was a
combination of four cities surrounded with a common
wall ninety miles long, It stood on the Tigris or Hid-
dekel River, and was the eapital of the Assyrian Empire,
1t was founded ut a very early date, but did not become
prominent until 1270 B. C.” From this time until its
all, 625 B. C.. it was the most important ity in the East,

gainst It.  He was to declare its ging and fore-

helr

ne=s to the pride, the drunkenness, the lust and cruelty
of its people; and the prophecy of Nuhum also de-
clares their erimes.  Before me, This expre-gion in-
dicutes that the wickedness of the city was like a ery
ascending to God's ear, or calling his attention,
(1) Great cities are Yun the homes of at sins,
(2) God's warning is given not in wrath, but in n i

the Lord. Literally, “from the face of Jehovah,"
that is, as a servant standing in his presence, as a
Yroph" was supposed to be, To Joppa. In all nges
he principal sea-port of Palestine, on the Mediter-
ranean Sen. It was at that time a heathen city. and
never was inhabited by the Israelites. Now called
Yafa o Joffa. Pald the fare. He pail the fure, but
never reached his destinntion, (3) Money spent in op-
position to God's will is generally thrown away.

4. But the Lord sent. God had his eye upon the
disobedient prophet, ag he has it upon his unfaithful
followers still ; and God showed that he was as mighty
on the sen as on the land. There was a mighty
tempest. There is some ground for the view of the
old commentators that this storm showed itself as mi-
raculous, by following the ship and leaving the rest of
the sea calm, Evidently the sailors considered it snper-
natural, Ver. 7. 'The ship was like to be broken.
Literally, *“the hip thought to be broken,™ that is, all
on board thought it would be destroyed.

5. Cried every man unto his god. Every man on
board had some god, none of them were atheists or
agnostics. (4) The most mistaken ideaof God is far bet-
ter than that of the fool, that there is no God. Cast
forth the wares, The heaviest burden in that vessel
was the man who was disobeying his God. Jonah was

n of its w come | gope down. What a contrast! The heathen livin
up. The sculptures on the walls of Nineveh bear wit- o 'y nan i e

up to their knowledge and belief, seeking God; nnd the
srophet, with clear_conviction of duty, prayeriess and
lnun»\hls. He could not pray hecanse he was living
contrary to his conscience, as fast asleep. Proba-
Dbly he had wrestled with his remorse until he was phys-
jeally worn out and had fallen azleep from exhaustion.
There is & cleep which comes not from n conseience at
pence. (5) See in Jonah a picture of the man who re-

3. But Jonah rose up to flee. It was not fear that """’e"“ call of the Spirit and is in peril, but unconscious

made Jonuh flee. Chap. 4. 2, shows ns the true reagon.

He knew that the warning was given to Nineveh, that

the city might repent and be saved.
Nineveh the enemy
looming up as the foture destroyer of

But he saw in

struetion.
root of his disobedience. Tarshish,
refers to gome place in the west. perhaps Tartessus in

Spaing but the word was also used generally for the far

West, as Ophir for the far Exst. From the presence

of his own comm?. the power

srael, and he
desired not j= repentance and pardon, but its utter de~
ence we find sectarian narrowness at the
This evidently

6. The ship-master eame to him. The contrast in
Jonah's condict with all the rest on board attracted his
attention: and Jonah's appearance when he came on
board may have shown his anxiety. Sald unto him,
The follower of God is reminded of his duty by a
heathen. What meanest thou. TIn Eph. 5. 14, the
apostle Panl paraphrases this eall, and bids men awnke
from the sleep of sin. (0) How often unfuithful Chris-
tians need fo be aronsed from spiritual lethargy! Call
upon thy God, There Was in the nations arbund Israel
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some dim idea that the God of the Israelites was & be-
ing of remarkable power,

7. Lot us cast lots. This was a common eustom in
ancient times, and was probably suggested on this oc-
casion because the storm wus manifestly an indication
of divine displeasure. For whose cause, While it is
true that all suffering is cuused by sin, yet we cunnot
say that any specific suffering is caused by any specific
sin. In Jonah's case, however, there was a divine lead-
ing and a divine purpose, ’I‘Iler cast lots, From the
word in the original, it may be inferred that the man-
ner of casting lots was by throwing some objects on
the ground. 'The lot fell’ upon Jonah, Are we war-
ranted in taking the same course and determining our
conduct or our conclusions by casting lots ¥ Probably
not, as this was an event outgide the ordinary course,

8, 9. Tell us for whose cause. Questions from
every quarter poured in upon the um-imuedl‘)mphet,
and smote his awakening conscience. 1am a Hebrew,
This was the name by which the Israclites were known
to foreigners, and only used when their relation to
foreigners is referred to. The origin and meuning of
the word are uncertain. Some think it meaus **u de-
scendant of Eber (Gen. 10, 21); others, **a crosser-
over," referring o the original migration of Abraham
from beyond the Euphrates. | fear the Lord. He did
not mean that he was faithful to God, but that in re-
ligion he was a worshiper of Jehovul, Which made
the sea.  Other nations considered their gods as local,
having power only in their own land, or reiflllng over
a single dl:rnrtmenl of nature; the Israelites alone
recognized Jehovah as the universal ruler,

10, Then were the men exceedingly afrald.
They had felt a vu{(ue fear and a suspicion that there
was a supernatural element in the storm, Now they
began to see clearly that this worshiper of Jehovah was
the cause of theirtrouble. Why hast thou done this
An exclamation of surprise at his conduct, in endeav-
oring to flee from the power of such an almighty God.
The men knew. The narrator does not state the par-
ticulurs, but leads us to infer that in the queﬂiouln{ to
which Jonah was subjected he revealed the whole
story of his flight.

11. What shall we do unto thee. Tt seems stran,
that they should ask Jonah, and eﬂuully strange thut he
should answer them as he did. But he was a prorhet,
under divine influence, and they desired not his opi nion
asa mun, but his counsel as a messenger of God, The
wea wrought, Rev. Ver., ** the sea grew more and more
tempestuous.” showing more clearly that the storm was
for some definite reason.

12. Take me up, and cast me forth. He spoke

not as an individual, but as a prophet, and gave with
his command a prnylwcy of deliverance. Why did he
not cast himself into” the sea? Probubly because
throughout the scene he ncted and spoke under u divine
direction. For my sake, His whole conduct now
stood before him in its true light, and he saw as onl{ a
prophet could see the wickedness of his conduct, He
wak ready to die to save even heathen; and in this we
see how his thoughts had changed. Only a little while
before he had been unwllllnr 1o preuch that a hieathen
city might be saved; now he will suffer death for u
ship-load of Gentiles, This discipline fits him to bea -
proacher to Nineveh, (7) See how God educates his
workers in the spirit of love and self-sacrifice.

13. Nevertheless the men rowed hard. His spirit
of self-denial aroused theirs, and they were ready to
run any risk to save one who was willing to die in their
Etead ; a life 80 noble must be preserved if possible.
To hrin; it to the land. 8o that they could place the
prophet surel,y on the land, and then proceed on their
voyage. (8) Tyue nobility, willing to give up self for the

o men, cannot Jail f recognition.

14. They cried unto the Lord. As it was n serv-
ant of Jehovih whom they were ubout to offer as a sac-
rifice, they appeal to him, #nd not to their own gods.
Lay not upon us innocent blood. In relation to them
Jonah was innocent, snd yet in their stead he must die,
for neither they nor the proq!wt expected his deliver
ance. As it pleased thee, That is, ** We are only do-
:{xg a8 thou hast commanded,” in casting Jonah into

he sea.,

15, 16. They took up Jonah, Was not this a pre-
figuration ol‘One#muer than Jonah, who offered him-
self up fora world of einners ¢ The sea ceaved. At
once they saw that the whole event had been divinely
directed. Fearedthe Lord. They recognized the God
of Israel as the God of the world, and thus were  first-
fruits of Gentile faith. Offered a sacriflce and made
vows. The one on shipboard immediately ; the other
to be paid on their landing. So the ends of the enrth,
g-mhluh and Nineveh, are alike prepared to receive the

ogpel.

17, A great flsh. There is no reacon for supposing
that this was & whale, for there have been many other
sea-monsters capable of swallowing a man  The mira-
cle was not in the fish swallowing Jonah, but in his re-
muining alive in the fish's stomuch. This was not so
great a miracle, however, as the resurrection of Jesus,
and no one who accepts that us u fact should deny the

ibility of Jonah's deliverance, especially as Jesus
_ghr:at mself bore testimony to itas a fact. Matt,
i2. 40,

HOME READINGS,
M. The story of Jonah. Jonah 1. 1-17.
Tu. The people’s wickedness. Gen, 18, 16-83,
W. The eye of the Lord. Prov. 15, 1-9,
7h.God's presence on the sens. Pga, 107. 21-81,
F. Disohedience provokes God's anger. Psa, 78.
10-58.

8. Bitter results of disobedience, Jer 9, 12-26,
8. Jonuh a type of Christ. Matt. 12, 88-50.

GOLDEN TEXT,
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry
against it, Jonah 1. 2,

LESSON HYMNS,
No, 123, Dominion Hymnal.
us, O God, ard search the ground
'l‘r& every sintul heart.

No. 122, Dominion Hymnal,
Be it my only wisdom here,
"To serve the Lord with diial fear,
No. 256, Dominion Hymnal,

And can it be that I should
An interest in the Saviour’s blood 1

TIME,.—Not known with certainty; supgposed to be
about B, C. 770.

PLACES.—Nineveh, capital of Assyria, on the river
Tigris: Joppa, the sen-port of Palestine; Tarshish, per-
haps Tartessus in Spain, ¢

RULERS.—At this time there was much confusion,
and frequent chlnfea in government, in Israel, Syria,
:irn:. Assyrin. In Ierael, either Jeroboam II., Zmihn

or h Vi J

ah, igning. Uzziab,
tenth King of Judah,
DocTRINAL SUGGESTION.—God's call to the ministry.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Fleeing from the Lord, v, 1-3.
To whom did the word of the Lord come ?
What was his mission ¢
Whither did he attempt to flee, and why ?
2. Followed by the Lord, v, 4-17,
What happened on the sea ?
What loss did Jonah's unfuithfulness bring to the
ship-owners #
hat did the ship-master say to him ?
What plan did the sailors adopt §
What ions did they put toJonah ¢

What was his answer ?
What sentence did he pass upon himself ?
Why were they at first afraid to execute it ?
What prayer did the sailors offer ¥
What occurred when Jonuh was thrown out ?
How did this affect the sailors ¥
In what way was Jonah eaved ?
Of what great doctrine was this eventa type ?
Practical Teachings.
‘Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. That there is ﬁmur safety in doing God's will than
in "*'r'." to evade it ¥
2. That God is present every-where ?
8. That the way of transgression s hard ?




334

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BAXNNER.

QUES I'ONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. Fleeing from the Lord, v. 1, 3,
By whom was Jonah called ¥
To what city was he sent ?
For what purpose ?
For what reason ?
2. Followed by the Lord, v. 4-17.
What did Jonah do to escape God's presence ?
How was his voyage disturbed ?
What effect had the storm upon the sailors
Where was Jonah meanwhile ?
What appeal wus made to him by the captain ?
What proposal was made by the seamen ¥
Upon whom did the lot full ¥
What five questions were put to Jonah ?
What avowal did he make ?
What decision did the sailors seek from Jonah ?
What advice did Jonah glva 4
What was done to Jonah ?
What followed *
How did the sailors rd this miracle ?
What care did the Lord take of Jonah ¥

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That men cannot hide from God's presence ?
2. That men should fear God rather than danger ?
3. That dangers often drive men toward God ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What was Nineveh ? A elty so large that It took a
man three days to walk through it.

What kind of a city was it? 8o wicked that the
people knew nothing of God, worshiped idois, and
were at war with all other nations.

Who wus Jonah ? A prophet in Israel, whom God
told to to Nineveh and preach to the people.
[Repeat the GoLpEN TEXT.]

Did he obey ¥ No: he went down to Juppa on the
sea-shore, Instead.

Where did he go from there? On board a ship
which was going far away from Nineveh.

Did they have a pleasant voyagze ¥ No; God sent a
great wind into the sea, and there was a great tem-

pest.
In their danger to whom did these heathen sailors
pray ? To their idol-gods,

Where was Jonah ¢ Aslecp in the cabin,

What did the captain say to him ¢  ** Why are you
-Inrll‘ 1 Rise and call upon your God to save us.”

What did the sailors think ¢ That the storm was
went to punish some wi man on board,

As they cust lots to find who it wus, upon whom did
the lot fall # Upon Jonah,

In unswer to theic many questions, what did Jonah
tell them ¢ That his God was the God of heaven,
who made the sea and land, and that he had refused
to ohey him,

What did they ask Jonah ¢  What to do with him
that the storm might cease.
*Throw me out into the sea,
then it will be quiet.

Did they throw him overboard ¢ Yes; but not until
they had rowed hard, and prayed earne to God.

1t became of him ¢ God had prepared a great
fish to swallow him,

Did hedie? Noj; helived three days and nights
inside the fish, and then the flsh threw him upon

dry land,
Words with Little People,
You will think to-day that it is a fearful thing not to
y God. How many of you will say, ** When the Sav-
four speaks to me, I will obey him cheerfully *"' You
would all say it if you were not afraid it wonld be some-
thing you did not want to do, or something very hard.
Jesus is such n wonderfvul helper, that he helps from the
very beginning, He even makes our hearts want to ohey
him, and he helps us love him so much that we are glad
and willing to do what he tells us,

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. \Vl.n‘n!_d\d the Lord say to Jonah ? * Arise, go to

Ineveh,’
2. What did Jonah do ? Fled from the presence of
the Lord, %

3. When Jonah had taken ship for Tarshish, what
happened ! A mighty tempest arose.

4. What happened to Jonah when he was r#st into
the sea ¥ A great fish swallowed him,

5. How long was he in the fish ¥ ¢ Three days and
three nights.”

CATECHISM QUESTION.

80. What is the relation of these sacraments to the
new covenant
signs and sea's of the covenant of grace
nm{lhwin glrl-t: which is a covenant with promise
on the part of God, and with conditions on the part
of man.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Prophet In Various Aspects.

I. DisoBEDIENT.
Jonah rose up to flee. v. 8.
“Thou shalt. ... warn them fron me." Ezek. 83. 7.
"W::al‘l)h;r shall I flee from thy presence !" Pea.

11. HARDENED.
He lay and was fast asleep. v. 5.
“ Let us not sleep, as do others.” 1 Thess. 5. 6,
“Time to awake out of sleep.” Rom. 13. 11.
TIT, AwAk ¥ED.
What meanest thou, O sl Fv.6
 Lighten mine eyes.” Pea, 18. 6.
“ Awuke, thou that sleepest,” Eph, 5. 14,
IV, ConrEssine.
1. 1 fear the Lord. v.10.
« Against thee, thee only.” Pea. 51. 4.
2. The men knew....he had told, v.11.  *
“ Acknowledge thine iniquity.” Jer. 8. 13.
V. SusMissive.
Take me wp and cast me forth. v. 12.
1 opened not my month.” Pxa. 39. 0,
 Let him do what seemeth him good." 18am. 8.18,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEVPLE.
Lessons from the Story of Jonah,

1. When God calls us toduty weghould obey. wheth-
er the work suits ue or not. Jonah's nurrowness of
view made him nnwilling to deliver God's message, but
he had to learn that God's way is the best way.

2. Remember that God sees us as clearly as he saw
the men of Nineveh, the sailors in the ship,and the
sleeping prophet. We can never escape the eyes of God,

8. We xhould never go where we cannot pray, Jo-
nah would have pra; if he could, but prayer failed
him when he wae doing wrong. There may be places
and times when it would not be suitable to say, * Let
us pray,” but there can be no placefit for a Christiun
where one may not pray in his own heart,

4. Notice thet there is good even in the worst of men,
and that all men are worth uvlnr. oJonah as an Israel-
ite despised both the people of Nineveh and the heathen
suflors. But he saw that there was goodness and no-
bility of character in both.

8. That man is fit to preach to men who is willing to
die formen. When Jonah offered to die for the sailors,
he was fit to preach to Nineveh.

6. Do not forget that in Jonah we see a picture of
One who for our sakes willingly gave himself up to
death and shame.

English Teacher's Notews.

Tag * story of Jonuh” covers such a large space
and. is so replete with incident, with interest, and
with valuable lessons, that the teacher’s chief diffi-
culty in treating the passage for to-day will be that
of selection. It will perhaps be well to look at the
subject from a very simple point of view, one which
can be understood and appreciated by all, even the
youngeat,

1. A Fugitive.

Our sympathy is very apt to be excited by a run-
away, especially when the person in question is
hatly pursued. But there are many different kinds
of runaways. There is the one who escapes from
slavery or confinement, There is the one who flces

.
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from impending danger, There is the one who is
driven to flight by harsh and cruel ti

call upon thy God.” These heathen were wiser at

There is the one who tries to evade the vengeance
of his enemies, or the just retribution of the law,
Jonuh was none of these. His was a strange flight,
He fled *from the presence of the Lord.” He
was not the first man who did this, Adam did it
in Eden, hiding himself umong the trees of the gar-
den, Nor was he the last. It is whut men are
perpetually doing —trying to get as far off from God
a8 possible, For the sinner naturally looks npon
God as his enemy. He has not * known,” and he
has not *“ belicved the love that God hath toward
us.” 1John 4. 16, With Jonah, however, the case
was ditferent. He did know God. He knew that
God was * gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
of great kindness,” Chap. 4. 2. He was a prophet
of the Lord, and a servant of the Lord. 2 Kings
14, 25, And yet he fled from the Lord’s presence !
Why does a child ever fly from a kind parent, or a
servant from a gencrous master ! It cannot be from
fear. It must be from willful disobedi So it

the thun the backsliding prophet.  Thirdly,
his own conscience spoke. Those two voices had
wakened it, How could he call on his God with
sin, unconfessed, upon him! He knew now that
God had followed, that God had overtaken him,
There was no more escape. He contessed his sin,
und resigned himself to ity just punishment, Now
we sce,

8. The fugitive dealt with,

How would an earthly offender of this sort be
dealt with { In the army such willful disobedience
would be summarily treated. The sentence
would be death, And this, Jonah felt, was what
he deserved. Inspite of his disobedience we see liere
thut he was a true servant of God. He gave glory
to God before these keathen. He murmured not
because God's just judgment had overtaken him,
He faltered not when they asked him what they
should do, and no doubt this made them the more
reluctant to carry out his directions, Thus even

wus with Jonah. God had given him a command,
and he did not choose to obey it.

Why did he not choose? It may be that as an
Isruelite he did not care to trouble himself about
Nineveh, it may e that he did not like the jour-
ney, and that he did not like the message ; but the
chicf reason is given in chap. 4. 2. He thought that
afler all Nineveh would be spared. I cannot stop
to enlarge upon the sclfishness of Jonah. The
point of our lesson to-day ie the disobedience which
made him a fugitive, We next see,

2. The fugitive overtaken,

It is not easy to hide in these days—at least not
from the pursuit of the law. There is very small
chance of escape for any criminal ir England. He
is described 3 he is ph d; he is foll 13
spies are watching for him every-where, H's path
is tracked even into foreign countries, and justice
lays hold on him and metes out his deserts, How
much lcss can any hide himself frem God!
* Whither,” says David, “shall I go from thy
Spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?”
Psa. 139. 7. Jonah went as far as he could, He
stayed not in his own country, where God’s Ppresence
was specially manifested, nor in any neighboring
land. He took ship for the far west—for  Tar-
shish,”” and thought perhaps .at the Lord would
let him alono, Unhappy mea if the Lord had
doneso! Iut no, God not only could reach him,
but God would reach him—for what purpose we
shall presently see,

* Jdonah had got smong the heathen—Phenician
failors, probably—so that there scemed to be no
voice that would speak of his God. Yet Jehovah
was not left without witnesses, First, the voice of
the elements made itself heard, and that in such
tones that all in the ship were roused to hear.
Strange, that the presence of a servant of God
s:ould bring trouble among them instead of
blessing | Sccondly, the voice of the terrow-stricken
crew spoke: * What meanest thou, O sleeper f arise,

hrough the fallen prophet they learned a lesson,
and when he was gone from their midst, and the
storm had ceased, they *feared exceedingly,” und
offered sacrifice to Jehovah, * God of heaven, who
made the sea and the dry land.” But where was
Jonah gone? To death and darkness? Nay ; judg-
ment had followed him, but mercy had followed,
too. The Lord had * prepared " a * great fish " to
receive him—of what kind is uncertain, and of lit-
tle importance. From this living grave his prayer
rose up and found He was restored,
not only to life and light and human surroundings,
but to the service of God and the prophetic office.
There is a text which the story of Jonah sug-
gests: ““Be sure your sin will find you out,”
Num, 82. 23. But not until the sinner has again
and aguin hardened his heart against God, is he left
to his sin.  God will follow him, and not judgment
alone, but mercy, too, will find him, and deal with
him. None can hide or flee from God. But he
follows and overtakes first that he may restore and
bléss. Truly the Lord is * gracious, and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness! "

Bible Reading Lesson Annlysis.
The Story of Jonah, Jonah 1, 1.17.

1. ‘“ Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city.” Do you
wonder that Jonah felt afraid to carry out this divine
order? “Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of
three days' journey." Jonah 8. 8,4; 1. 8; Nah. 1; 2.

2. “ And cry aguinst it." 'This cry when heeded was

e th P d at the preaching

ey
of Jonah." Matt. 12. 41; Jonah 8. 5; Luke 11. 82 ; Jo-
nah 3. 10.

8. “Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah,"
ver. 1. The word of divine command, God’s mandate.
“ According to the commandment of the everlasting
God, made known to al! nations for the obedience of
faith.” Rom. 16.26; Deut. 13.4; Exod. 19. 5; Jer.7.23.

4, “ Go to Nineveh," ver. 2. God does notinfrequent-
ly impose upon man, upon his ehildren, disagreenble
duties. ““If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me,"
Luke 9. 23, 24; 14. 27, 83; 1 Pet, 2, 11; 1 Cor. 10, 24, 33,
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5. **Cry aguinst it," ver. 2. In tender but emphatic
denunciation of the wrong. * This is & rebellious peo-
ple, lying children, children that will not hear the law
of the Lord." Isa. 30.8,9; Ezek. 2 3-5; 22.2; Jer.
23. 22,

6. **Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish,” ‘ver. 3.
0 when God is, not flight from the
severe duty enj d, is God's “And
thou shalt not go aside from uny of the words which I
command thee this day, to the right hund or to the left,”
Deut. 28, 14; 1 Kings 13, 20,21; 19. 8, 4; Jer, 9. 13, 15.

7. *From the presence of the Lord,” ver. 3. The
impressive folly of such an attempt. ** Whither shall I
go from thy Spirit ? or whither shall I flee from thy
presence "' Psa. 139, 7-10; Amos 9. 2, 4; Jer. 23. 24 ;
Job 26. 6.

8. “The Lord sent out a great wind into the sea,”
ver. 4. Nuture in storm or sunshine is but a mode of
divine activity, * By the breath of God frost is given,
and the breadth of the wuters is straitened.” Job
87.9-13; Isa,50.2; Nahum 1. 4; Gen. 48. 15; Matt. 6.11.

9. “There was a mighty tempest in the sea,” ver. 4.
How God sometimes works among men to come out
victor for human good and his own glory ! * Fire and
hail, snow and vapors, stormy wind fulfilling Lis word.”
Psa. 148. 8; Job 38; Jer, 81. 85; 83. 25.

10. “And cried every man unto his God," ver. 5.
How natural, indeed, how inevitable, to pray in times
of real or fancied personal peril ! **Heal me, O Lord,
and I shall be healed ; save me, and I shall be saved ;
for thou art my praise.”” Jer.17. 14, Psa. 25,17, 22;
89, 10; 61; Hab. 8. 2; Job 34. 82,

11. “ What meanest thon, O sleeper ? Arise, call up-
on thy God,” ver.6, A heathen command to a real
prophet of God, but most truly appropriate neverthe-
less. ‘“‘Hide not thy face from me in the day when I
am in trouble ; incline thine ear unto me.” Pea. 102,
2; Matt. 25. 26; Rom. 11. 8; Isa. 55. 6; Matt. 7. 7.

12, “That we perish not," ver.6. Prayer is b h

Lord, that is wisdom.” Joh 28, 28; Psa. 111, 10; Prov,
1.7; 9.10; Eecl. 12, 13,

18. “Then were the men exceedingly afraid,” ver,
10. As for the first time, probably. they realized that
they were in the presence of the Lord God Omnipotent,
* Tribulation and unguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile,”
Rom, 2. 9; Gen. 17. 1; 18. 14; Exod. 6. 3; Eph. 8. 2.

19. “ Tuke me up, and cast me forth into the sea,"
wver. 12. Let the offender perish, but let the innocent be
spared. Jonah pleaded guilty and saved the trial of a
Jjudicial inquiry and sentence. **Nor consider that it
is expedient for us, that one man should die for the
people, and that the whole nation perish not.” John 11,
50; Matt. 27, 5; Luke 9. 7; Lev. 26, 41, 43,

20. “The men rowed hard to bring it to land," ver,
18. Their spirit was worthy of a better theoretical
religious faith. *For even Christ pleased not him.
sell.” “ Having no hope, and without God in the world,"
Rom. 15. 8; Eph. 2. 12; 1 Cor, 10. 83; Phil. 2. 21;
2 Chron. 20, 6.

21, **Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swal-
low up Jonuh," ver. 17. Incredible as this story seems
I can believe it because of my associate in th2 faith,
Matt, 12. 30, 40; 16. 4; Luke 11, 29, 30.

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers' Meeting and the Class,

Read carefully the Genera! Statement, for a view of
Jonah's times, circumstances, and character....Draw a
map, and truce his journey from Gath-hepher (near
the Sea of Galilee) to Joppu, and thence on the Medi-
terranean....There are various ways of presenting this
lesson, grouping it around either Jonah, the mariners,
or the Lord....Taking ap Jonnh n! the central figure,

ider, 1. lite, prophet, en-
lightened, fbllow:r of Elisha (probubly), in fellowship
wlth God. 2. His spirit: at first sectarian, disobedient,

ing God to grant you the favor of his will ; no saint of
God will “ perish ™ till God 8o decree. *‘ After this man-
nertherefore pray ye....Thy will be done.” * Bestrong
and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them :
for the Lord thy God, he it is that doth go with thee ;
he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee,”” Matt. 6. 9, 10;
Deut. 81. 6; Prov. 1. 83; 2Chron, 16. 9,

18. “‘ Let us cast lots,"” ver. 7. An opportunity given
Providence to decide or discriminate for man, but which
ended at Pentecost. *‘The lot is cast in the lap; but
the whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.” Prov, 16.
83; Lev. 16. 8; Num. 26. 55; 1 8am. 10. 17, ¥

14. “For whose cause this evil is come upon us."
ver. 7. Sinis sometimes punished in this life, though

ly if at last doned. *‘And I will
dash them one against another....I will not pity, nor
spare, nor have mercy, but destroy them.” Jer, 13, 14;
Amos 8. 2; Isa, 8. 8; Ezek. 28, 7-10.

5.« And the lot fell upon Jonah,"” ver. 7. By the
deter of divine P ““For there is no
respect of persons with God.” Rom. 2. 11; Col. 8. 25;
1 Pet. 1. 17; Psa, 89. 14; Isa. 45, 21,

16, “ For whose cause this evil is upon us,” ver.8. A
reasonable request from fair-minded heathen for a con-
fession by one whom they now knew to be recreant.
Justice and mercy so declare. *He that covereth Lis
sins shall not prosper; but whoso confesseth and for-
saketh them shall have mercy.” Prov. 28, 13; Job 83,
27; Lev. 20, 40, 41; Josh, 7. 19,

17, “I fear the Lord,” ver.9, Not, “I am at aid of
God," that would be to hate him; but ** I fear him,"
that it is to worship him, *‘Behold, the fear of the

d 3 8. His discipline: how he was led to appre-
clate the worth of Gentile souls, ...See also the Analyt-
feal and Biblical Outline....The mariners may illus-
trate Gentile seekers after God. 1. Praying; 2. Seek-
ing to know the truth; 8. Kind toward the prophet;
4. Led to fear God, and worship him aright. Notice
how much higher their plane at the end from that at
the beginning of the lesson....The Lord God as shown
in this lesson. 1. Not of Jews only, but Gentiles;
2. Just, lnd punishing sin; 8. Merciful, and sending
g men from Nineveh
to the sea; 5. Almighty; 6. Actnmd by love to man,
and desire to do men good.... Do not spend much time
over the fish swallowing Jonah; give statement and a
point of evidence, but avoid profitless discussion. Get
the meat out of the lesson, not the bones.

References. FREEMAN. Ver.5: Calling on the gods,
610. Ver. 7: The lot, 463 ; suilors’ superstitions, 611,
Ver, 16: Vows, 851,

Lesson Word-Pictures, 4

A runawsy from his duty ! It almost seems as if he
were trying to escape from God! Did you ree him
hurrying into Joppa ?  He s now down among the noisy
shipping in the port. He hastens from ship to ship.
With sharp eyes he peers into this one and that one.
He asks about their destination and their time of start-
ing. “Iwillgo to Tarshish,” he murmurs as he halts
near a sturdy craft. As he crosses the ship's rail, he
furtively looks behind as if expecting to sce a pursuer,
The eyes of the crew he avolds, as if he feared that
they might say, ‘A runaway from duty," He creeps
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down **into the sides of the ship," crouches in a corner, ! others, Have each picture covered with a piece of pa-

pulls his turban down over his eyes, und tries to sleep.
In a little while, the ship hus slipped out of its fetters,
aud is fleeing over the blue, restless sea, now rising,
then falling on the long, heuvy swell, Still sleeps the

runaway. And God, is he asleep ? No, he is not for- |

getful that a runnway is off on the sea. He will send a
force to arrvest and hold him. Will it be a company of
men in another vessel? No, Jehovah commissions a
storm, blackness in its face, the thunder in its voice,
with wings that are strong and swift, to overtake the

runuway. The pursuit is soon over and the vessel |

reached. How the ship is tossed like u straw on that
furious sea, with which it vainly struggles! How the
wiaves throw themselves on the vessel as if they would
overpower und bind and rush it back to Joppa! The
seamen are crying unto their drowsy gods. They throw
out the eargo. They run franctically to and fro. But
what is Jonah doing ! He is neither at work nor at
prayer. Does the shipmaster cry, **Where is that
sneak who got aboard at Joppa ? He is a shirk, Why
doesn't he help? Where ix he? Ho, ho!™ He hus
found the sleepy Jonah. He shakes him. He shouts
to him: “What meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise!
Cull npon thy God!"™ God ? Ah, Jonah cares not to
think of him. How the wind seems to redouble its
fury ! It roars around the stern. It roars about the
bows. It roars all thtough the rigging. It seems to
shout, ** Where is that runaway? We want that run-
away ! Give up that runaway 1" The waves join in
the uproar. It thunders on every side, *‘ Give up that
runaway 1" The crew seem to guess at the meaning of
all this clamor and cry, ** Let us cast lots that we may
know for whose cause this evil is upon us." As the
lot is cast, how anxiously they look on, crowding closer,
watching sharply | They almost forget the noise of
the storm. They hold their breath, look—and—it js—
Jonuh who is taken! *Ah," thinks the shipmaster,
“1've mistrusted that fellow ever since we shipped him
at Joppa," Jonah, you are caught at last, *Hand
him over—over—over!" the waves seem to roar.
* Over—over 1" roars the wind. But hark! Jonahis
saying, **Iam’a Hebrew,” and he fears the great God.
The men are awed. What is to be done? *‘ Cast me
forth into the sea!" cries Jonah, manfully. And the
wind and the waves clamor, * Over—over ! “Ono 1"
cries the shipmaster., ** We don't want todothat, We
will try to gei the ship to land.” How they pull on the
ous! *“No, no!™ roar wind and wave. * Over—
over!™ The men cry unto God that Jonah's blood may
not be laid upon them. Then they lift him up, swing
him backward, forward—and into the sea he drops !
*There he sinks 1" cries one. *‘ He rises | says an-
other. **A fish, a fish1" screams a third. For one
moment they see Jonah's white face. For a moment
they make out the form of the head of a great fish,
Then, over all, closes the great sea, and the ship goes
on its way.

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Tuovenr. 7The Lord Following Us, This
lesson may be presented in a series of word pictures,
To help hold the attention of the children, pictures may
be placed upon the board (cut from papers if the teach-
er prefers), and kept covered until the point to be illus-
trated is reached. A picture of a prophet, an ancient
city, a ship, a storm at sea, a whale, an idol, may all be
used. Pictures may be cut from the Leaf Cluster, and

per until ready for use,

Tue LessoN TAvenr, Who
has u right to tell yon what to
do, little child ¥ Yes, father,
mother, because you belong to
them, Weare all God's chil-
dren; we all belong to him.
Hus he a right to tell us what
todo? Yes—more right than
any body else. God spoke to
one of his children once,
Jonah [show picture of prophet,] and said, ** Go preach

His voIcE
wWiILL

R

f in Nineveh and tell the people to stop sinning against

me.” Show picture of ancient city, and tell how greut

| it was, how wicked the people were, ete, Jonah did

not want to mind God, was afraid to go te the big,
wicked city, so he triedto run away from God. God

| told him to go east, * No," said Jonah, “I will go

west to Tarshish.,” First he went to Joppa. There
was a ship [show picture] going to Tarshish. He went
on board, paid his fare, and went away with heathen
sailors for companions. When Jonah disobeyed the
Lord he exchennged his company for that of wicked
men, But now a great storm rose [show picture]; the
eailors were afraid; they thought the ship would be
broken and all drowned. They did not know God, so
each man prayed to his idol god [show pictare]. Could
that help? No, Jonah was usleep; they woke him and
told him to pray to his God. Then they cast lots to see
who had brought such trouble upon them, and the lot
fell upon Jonuh. Then Jonah saw that God had fol-
lowed him out to sea, and would not let him hide from
his presence, He told the sailors that his God was the
great God who made the earth and the sea, and he told
them that he had fled from the Lord because he did not
want to obey him. Then Jonah said, ** Throw me into
the sea, and the storm will cease.” So the sailors
threw him into the sea. and it became calm. Hud God
forgotten Jonah now # No, God was there, and when
a great fish [show picture] swallowed him, God was
still with him. Teach strongly that God follows us into
all paths of sin and disobedience trying to win us to
hear his voice and obey.

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

SONRW'S
MISSION
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Jonah—fled from duty; was overtaken by wrath; gm}e
himself up to death; was saved by God's grace,

Nores. As it was the mission of Jonah to carry the
light of truth to the people of Nineveh, so is it my mis.
sion to help carry or send it to sinners avery-where:

from children's lesson papers, and kept in readiness, | The question for each oue to ask is, Havel fled from
Of course, colored pictures are more uttractive than | duty ?
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B.C. 770.] LESSON VIl. EFFECT 07 JONAH'S PREACHING. (Nov, 15.

Jonah 3. 1-10. [ Commit to memory vevses b, 6.)
1 And the word of the Lok came
unto Jo’nuh the second time, saying,
2 Arise, go unto Nin‘e-veh, that
great city, und preach unto it the

3 % | preaching that I bid thee.
) 3 So Jo/nah arose, und went unto
Nin‘e-veh, according to the word of
&é the Lorp. Now Nin‘e-veh was an
ing great city of three duys’

journey.

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city day's
journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, und
Nin‘e-veh shall be overthrown.

5 So the people of Nin’e-veh believed God, and pro-
claimed a fast, and put on suckeloth, from the greatest
of them even to the least of thew.

General

At some time. while the descendants of Jehu were on
the throne of Israel, a strange figure wus seen in the
streets of Nineveh, the royal city, and the mistress of
the East. It was a lone, weird form, clad in the proph-
et's garb, a long mantle of &kin or hair-cloth, and with
nnshorn hairand beard ; a figure that would attract at-
tention, and in the East always arded with rever-
ence. ’l‘lmt strange man was Jonuh, rescued from the
<en and the sea-monster, and now repentant of his for-
merdisobedience. Hehad come to Ninevehat the com-
mand of God, and was delivering his message—u xhort
wermon. in & strange tongue which the Assyrians could
scarcely understand, and a meseage of warning without
one word of hope. He walked around the gardens and

Explanatory and

Verse 1. The word of the Lord, See notes on last
lesxon. The second time, He had heard that Voice
before, but how different its sound now ! Humbled,
repentant, and obedient, he listens to the call of daty.
(1) God's making use of us 18 the best evidence of his
being at peace us.—M. Henry.

2. Go unto Nineveh, See notes on the Inst lesson,
verse2. ‘That great city. It formed an irregular tra-
pezium, by the union of several cities within.one great
wall, But it was destroyed six hundred years before
Chirist so utterly, that when Xenophon and his Greeks
encamped upon ity site they were ignorunt of its ex-
istence, and it remained unknown until the present
century. 'The preaching that I bid thee. e did not
even know what word he wus to deliver, for he who
chonses his messengers will appoint their message.
(2) God's word is not (o be suited to man's tastes.

3. 80 Jonah arose. He was a fit herald for God's
message, since he had passed_throuzh an experience of
hoth judgment and mercy. Now Nineveh was. This
does not intimate that the record wus written after,the
destruction of the city; thongh such may have been the
cuse, The date of the hook is uncertain, but its state-
ments are well authenticated. Three days’ ]unrnr.
The four cities with their »uburbs, within one wall,
covered an area of four hundred square miles, more
than three times the extent of Philadelphia, though its
population was less than that city's.

4. Jonah began to enter, Not to wonder at its
palaces, nor to wander through ite parke; not, ns many
travelers, to enjoy its pleasures nor partake in its sins,
hut to rebuke its wickedness and warn of its doom.
A day's Journey. We know not how fur, since his
progress must have been slow for the delivery of his
message. He cried, and sald. He may have spoken
in the Hebrew lan, e, which was clogely allied to
the Assyrian, and coul have been understood by the
Ninevites; but it is more 1|kel¥ that he used their
own language, probably with a orelm accent all the
more striking to the hearers, Yet forty days. God
gave Nineveh time because he desired not jts destruc-

6 For word came unto the king of Nin’e-veh, und lie
arose from his throne, and he laid his robe from him,
and covered Aim with sackeloth, und sat in ashes,

7 And he caused i¢ to be procliimed und published
through Nin’e-veh by the decree of the King and his
nobles, suying, Let neither wun nor beast, herd nor
flock. taste uny thing: .et them not lfeed, nor drink
water,

8 But let man and benst be covered with suckeloth,
und cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every
one from his evil way, and from the violence that és m
their hands.

9 Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and turn
away from his tierce anger, that we perish not ¥

10° And God xaw their works, thut tiey turned from
their evil way; und God repented of the evil. tut he
bad suid that he would do unto them; und he did i not.

Statement.

paluces and temples of the great city with but one sen-
tence on his lips, » Yet forty duys, und Ninevel shall be
overthrown ! " That strunge cry wax echoed from the
lofty walls. was sounded out froin the coluy | porti
cos of gigantic buildings, from beside the solemn, sym-
bolical images of Askyriun worship. It struck e
hearts of the king and hix people with a strunge fear,
Imrhnpl increased by the fact that revolts were risiy

n every province of the empire. ‘I'hecity helieved, u nﬁ
bowed in the dust befure God ‘I'rue, they had no
promise, yet they ventured to seek for mercy, Wit
fusting and sackcloth they eried to God, and their ery
was heard. The Lord turned from hix wrath. sheathed
for u senson the sword of vengeance, und spured the city,

Practical Notes.

And when at last it fell, the destruction came suddenly,

?\p:“;, ?’alum balf built, and even iuscriptious un-
nished.

5. Belleved God, The faith of Nineveh. afler hut
one message, from but one prophet, without a single
romise, shines out in strong coutrast with the unbe-
ief of Ixrnel after many warnings and wonders; and in
still stronger contrast with the unbelief of those to
whom * a greater than Jonnh " spenks in hie word und
through his s);im. (4) How much_greater reason have
we (o believe God's message than the people of Nineveh
had! Proclaimed a fast. The Assyrinn revelers,
greatly addicted to animal rlenmrem abstain from feast-
ing and even from food, thus showing the humiliation
of their souls hefore God. (5) 7%e true fast isthat when
the heart is too hungry for spiritual food to care for
earthly dainties. Putonsackeloth. A rough garment
of dark color, made from goat's hair, and irritating to
the skin, worn dnrlnf seasons of monrning,
the greatest. It wonld seem that, as in most great re-
forms, the people led the way and the rulers fo) lowed.

6. The king of Nineveh, His name I8 uncertain.
Expositors have conjectared that it was Pul, Adram-
marlech. or Sardanapalus; but Geikie suggests Assur-
nirar, who reigned from 754 . For fifty
years about this time the Aseyrinn empire was "' a wide
e of revolt.”” He arose from his throne. Fortunate
18 that nution whose rulers set an example of faith, fear
of God, and repentance | (6) 7he greatest of mon
may well sit in the dust before the great God.

7. By the decree, Theword in the original is pecul-
far, and used in the later epochs only, of An order not
by a subordinate ruler, but by the ** Great King " him-
«olf. The king and his nobles. We find that the
nohles were nssociated with the king in Oriental legis-
Iation, as in Dan. 6,7, 17. Man nor beast, Food was
withiield from beasts, that their cries of hunger and
thirst might add to the general tokens of grief,

8. Let man and beast be covered, As when o Per-
sian general was slain all his soldiers, with their horses

tion. but its repentance. (3) Men who would be alarmed | and mules, were sliorn: as in Alexander the Great's

i[f they knew death would come in forty days. are care-
ess when they know it may come at any moment. Nine
eveh shall be ehould

army, the beasts as well as the men were placed in
ing for his friend Hephastion: and ae the horses
wore sable coverings nt General Grant's faneral, Cry

such a
Ie sounded n New York or Chicago, it would meet with | mightily unto God, There wns, indeed, the super-
ridicule, for ours is a time and a land of peace. But | stition that the cry of beasts as well as of men would
Nineveh was the capital of an empire where revolts | reach God and plead for merey: but in this superstition
and wars were incessant, It was linble at any day to | is imbedded the mighty truth that sin brings suffering to

attack from an invading host or a rebellious province.

the lower creatures no less than to man, Turn every
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one from his evil way, Here wus a true repentanee;

fessi sorrow, and ion of &in; tarning to
God, and earnest prayer, Fueting and sackeloth were
the tokens, *eformation the outwurd work, and sorrow
the luwun‘ feeling. A repentunce that turns from sin
without a tear may be genuine; s repentunce that weeps
over 8in, but does not renounce it, is wtterly vain, 'The
violence., Ambition or lust for power wus the pecul-
fur crime of Nineveh, destined in another age to bring
ubout its destruction.

9. Who can tell. They had received no promise
that God would relent from his fierce *vrath and spare
their city. Their only hope was thit x >0od God might
possess the attribute of mercy. The truth that ** God
is love " was not yet reveuled. (7) Let ws re¢joice that
what they hoped, that we know.

10. God saw their works. He saw their sorrow as

he had seen their sin, (8) Let us be thankful that he who
marks iniguity marks also the lumin%fmm it. God res
pented. *To repent™ is not *to be sorry,” but *to
turn,” or “to chunge,” God's pu:}luse is always con-
ditioned upon mun's conduct; and when men change
3 ~in 1o godliness, then God changes from wrath to
. ‘Fhat he had said he would do. What he
was atruthful stutement of what he would do
in the then existing coudition of afluirs, When tlhe
condition was altered. the purpose of God was altered
with it. He did it not, The penalty was averted, and
Nineveh was granted a longer lease of life, But ahout
one hundred und fifty years after this the cup of its
crimes wus filled once more, and there was no re
ance, The combined armies of the Medes and L
lomins touk and destroyed the eity, and Nineveh Le-
ciue a perpetual desolation,

HOME READINGS,

M. Effect of Jonal's preaching. Jonah 38, 1-10,
2w, Effect of Jonah's pruyer. dJonah 2. 1-10,

W. Jonuh's repining and reproof. Jonah 4, 1-11,
Zh. The ucceptuble fust. Isa. 58, 3-14,
F. Obedient to higher powers, Rom, 18, 1-14.
S. Repentance through godly sorrow. 2 Cor. 7. 1-16.

. Jonab like Christ.  Luke 11, 20-36,

GOLDEN TEXT.

The men of Nineveh rixe up in the judgment
with this generation, d shall condemn ft: for
they repented at the preaching of Jovas; and, be.
&old, a greater than Jonas is here,  Luke 11, 82,

LESSON HYMNS,
765, Dominion Hymnal,
God of pity, God of grace,
When we humbly seek thy face,
Berid from heaven thy dwelling-place :
Hear, forgive, and save.

No. 220, Dominion Hymnal
Weeping will not save me,
Though my face were bathed in tears,

No. 206, Dominion Hymnal,
Gne more srain o sl peens:
TIME.—Perhaps B. C. 770.
PLACE.—Nineveh, capital of Assyria.
RULERS.—Seo Lesson VI,
DocrriNaL SueessTion.—The conditions of salvation.

QUESTIONS FOR SEVIOR STUDENTS,
e Repenting Prophet,.v. 1-4.
ITow did Jonah receive the second command ?
Wit was he to preach ¢
Wit did he announce to the Ninevites ?
2. The Repenting People, v. 5-9,
Tow did the people show the sincerity of their re-
pentance ¢
Wihat was the example of the king ?
What was his proclamation ¢
How wide-spread wag the repentance ?
What merey did they hope for ¢
3. The Relenting Lord, v. 10,
Wihat is meant by * God repented of the evil ?*
What was the result of the prayers and fasting ?
G;‘\!'I‘m does this show concerning the churacter of

Practical Teachings,

Where in this lesson do we learn—1. That there is a
limit to the forbearance of God ¥ 2. That genuine re-
pentunce averts the wrath of God ¥ 3. That God de-

chts in mercy #

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLA RS,
1. The Repenting Prophet, v. 1-4.
What command did Jonah again receive ¢
What obedience did he render ¥
What is &aid of the size of Nineveh ?
How fur did Jonah enter the city *
What was his proclamation #
2. The Repenting People, v. 5-0.
How did the people of Nineveh receive the message ?
How did they show their faith in Jonah's word ?

To whom did news of the warning come #
What gignes of n did he show ¥
i hix will known to the people ¥
quired to fast ¥
d signs of repentance were enjoined ¢
Wihat marks of true repentance were required ¥
How are men to find favor with God ¢ lea. 55, 7.
What did the king of Babylon hope to gain ¥
3. The Relenting Lord, v, 10.
Who noticed the repenting people ¢
How did he regard their pevitcice ¢
What did he grant nnto them ¥
Wit testimony dves Duvid give of God's forbear-
uuce ¥ Psa. 103, 8.

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson ure we tnught—
1. The doom of the impenitent ¢
2. The true signs of repentunce ¥
3. The infinite mercy of God ¥

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

Wien God spoke to Jonalh the second time, what did
hesay ¥ 0 to that great eity Nineveh, and preach
the preaching 1 bid y

Did Jonah obey this time ¢ He arose and went,

What was the message God gave him ¢ **In forty
days shall Nineveh be destroyed.”

Did the people believe his words ¢ Every body bee
lieved them,

What mukes it sure they helieved ¢ They turned to
God, and fusted and prayed

What did the king do ¢
on mourning clothes,

What did be tell the people ? Let nelther man nor
benst taste food nor drink water,

What were they todo ¥ They were to ery mightily
unto God,

What was their prayer? That God would turn
from his anger and have mercy upon them.

What did God know when he listened to their cries ¢
That they would turn away from their sins.

How did he answer? He forgave ir sins and
spared their city. [Repeat the GoLpEN TEXT.]

Words with Little People,

Jonah called the people of Nineveh to come unto God,
and. truly sorry for their sinning, they came ut his bid-
ding, and peace and mercy found. Hear the voice of
Jesus, full of love. enlling you tenderly, calling you lov-
ingly, ** Come unto me." ** Almost, but not quite. rendy,
did you eay, darling ¥ 8till Jesus waits, «till they
gtand open, those golden gates; but he will not always
wait. Soon on the golden gate there'll be the words,
“Toolate!™ 0, come to-day,

He left his throne and pnt

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.]
1. What did Jonah do when the Lord told him the

necond” time to go to Nineveh ! *Jonah arose and
wel

nt.’
2. What did Jonah tell the people of Nineveh wonld

happen to that city ¢ It woul
forty dayw.

3. How did the people of Nineveh receive Jonnlh's
preaching ¥ ¢ 'The people of Nineveh believed God,”
4. What did they ulso do ¥ ** Proclalmed a fast,”

8. When God saw that they turned from their evil
way. what did he do concerning the overthrowirg of
the city ¥ H it not.

be overthrown in
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CATECHISM QUESTION,

40. What is the outward or visible sign or form in
baptism ?

Baptizing with water,—by dipping or pouring or
sprinkling,—*“into the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Ghost.”—Matt. xxviil. 19.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE.
The Way of salvation.

[. WarnED or Gob.
1. Word of the Lord came unto Jonah. v. 1.
« Made thee a watchman.” Ezek. 3. 17.
2. Go....and preach. v.2.
“Into all the world.” Mark 16. 15.
8. The preaching that I bid thee. v. 2.
+ All the words of this life.” Acts 5. 20.
4. Yel forty days. v. 4.
« Now is the day of salvation.” 2 Cor. 6. 2.
1L le.lxvlmi)lﬂll b\xlom:; 8
1. So the e. ... believed. v. 5.
* He uﬁ'-'v.o elieveth. ... saved,” Mark 16, 16.
2. Greatest. ...even to the least. V. 5.
Except ye repent....perish.” Luke 13.3.
I1I. CoNFESSING SIN.
1. Procluimed a fast. v.5.
“The fust that I have chosen.” Isa. 58, 6.
2. Put on sackeloth. v. 5.
* Repent in dust and ashes." Job 42. 6.
1V, TurNING FROM SIH.M i 4
1. Turn every one from his evil way. V. 8.
“ Cease. .. evil, learn to do well.” Isa. 1. 16, 17,
2. The violence. ...in their . v. 8,
«Put off....the old man," Eph. 4. 22, 23.
V. SkegiNeg Gon.
1. Cry mightily unto God. v. 8.
“Ye shall seek me, and find me."” Jer. 29. 13.
2. Who can tell if (:'odwulrcfml. v. 9.
“ He hath torn, and he will heal.” Hosea 6. 1.
VI. Savep.
1. God saw. v. 10.
“His eyes behold.” Psa. 11. 4.
2. He did it not. v. 10.
' Because his compassions fail not.” Lam, 8. 22,

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Lessons from Jonah's Preaching.

. God speuks to men through men. Those who
have themselves found mercy can address their fellow-
ginners with all haman smemthy. Y1

2. The preacher must deliver the messuge as God
given it, not smonthing over its sternness, nor toning

own its truth, v.2, 8.

# mhere is a power in the truth of God, when ear-
nes. preached, to reach the consciences of men. v. 4, 5.

4. 'l“;ae best effect of preaching is when men do not
compliment the preacher, but follow his counsels, v,

5. The true repentance is that which results in for-
ulﬂngnln, and tarning to God. v. 8, 9.

6. God never rejects those who cast themselves upon
his mercy. v, 10,

English Teacher’s Notes.

As 1 sit here I can see the rain fulling outside in
plenteous showers, 1 know that the ground, which
has been parched and dry,will become soft and-moist,
that the plunts which have been drooping will raise
their heads, and that the whole garden will shortly
be looking fresh and bright. That will be the
effect of the rain. But what of the plants in the
greenhouse? Will the bounteous rain refresh them
t0o, and cause the leaves to unfold, and the blossoms
to open? No, it will make no difference to them ;

time over a great city. Nineveh was the first city
of its time, and the site of its ruins at the present
day is very extensive, Its walls, the cireumference
of which is estimated at “three days’ journcy,”
inclosed streets and parks and palaces. It was
full of wealth and luxury, full also of oppression
and cruelty (Nahum 3, 1), and full of mirth and
fuasting (Zeph. 2. 15). As the capital of the great
Assyrian empire it was exalted above all other
citics, and beyond the reach, as it seemed, of any
eneniy, 80 that its inhabi were proud, self-
fident, and careless.

Into this great city there comes one man,a stranger,
an Israelite.  He is very unlike an ordinary visitor,
He has not come to see and to admire. He has not
come to trade, or to earn his living. He has not
come for pleasure and amusement. He is nobody’s
relative, nobody’s guest. Strange-looking no doubt
he is, as he passes slowly through the busy strects,
for surely the marvelous experience he has been
through must have left its mark upon him, And
as the people come round to gaze on the foreigner,
they are startled by a sudden, awful message of
doom—vague in its brevity, but terribly distinet in
its prophetic certainty.

But how are they to know that he is a true
prophet, that his message is ncither a trick to
frighten them, nor the utterance of disordcred rea-
son? He can relate his own story, and can tell of
his unwillingness to bring the first message, erying
““against the city for its wickedness ;" of his flight;
of the storm ; of his being given up to death ; and of
his marvelous preservation. It tells agninst himself’;
it is not to his credit. And it is possible that from
some port where the ship had touched, the strange
tale of the fugitive Israclite, whose casting into the
sea had been the saving of the vessel, may have
traveled from lip to lip until it reached the great
city. For we are expressly told in Luke 11. 30,
that Jonah was *a sign to the Ninevites.” They
saw in him a man whom the sure judgment of God
had overtaken, and who had been compelled to
come and warn them of judgment about to fall on
themselves,

But in Jonah's history there lay a gleam of hope
for Nineveh. For he had been delivered, as it
were, out of the very grave, and stood before them,
a living man, God had had merey on him, And
on the merey of God king and people now cast
themselves,

Imagine the change-that passed over Nineveh.
All feasting and mirth suddenly censed ; nothing
but sackcloth to be seen instead of the rich and
costly clothing of the wealthy (comp. Josh, 7. 21);
even the king himself humbled to the dust, and an
eurnest cry going up from every part of the great
city; the cattle, deprived of their food and water,

it will have no effect upon them. Whyt B
they ure roofed in with glass, and cannot receive the
fulling drops. The garden is refreshed because it
receives the rain,

Our lesson to-day is ahout effects, The passage
shows us a wonderful change that passed in a short

joining fously in the general voice of sup-
plication. But this was not all. The nctu:l fast
appears to have lasted twenty-four hours. But be-
sides this a change came over the life and business
of the place. Cruclty and oppression were stopped §
men left off cheating their neighbors, Truth and
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honesty, mercy and kindncss, became the order of | Lord ix £00d to all; and his tender mercies are over ull

the day. “They turned every one from their evil
way.”  These were the first “ cffeets of Jonah’s
preaching.”

And what followed? Try and make way against
a strong wind, and you find that it opposes you,
Turn right round and go in the opposite direction,
and the wind will be with you and favor your
course, Is it the wind that has turned ¢ No, it is
yourself, 8o we rend that when the Ninevites
turned from their wicked ways, God repented of
the evil he wus about to bring on them. But had
God changed? Noj; they had changed, and now
God’s merey met them instead of God’s judgments,

The great city, with its myriads of human beings
and its “ much cattle,” was spared. Here was the
“effeet of Jonal'’s presching.”

How came it to produce such marvelous effects ?
There were two reasons: First, it was the word of
God,  “ Where the word of a king is there is pow-
er” (Eccles. 8. 4) ; how much, then, in the word
of the King of kings! Man’s word—even the most
eloquent, the most convincing—often fails. God's
word shall “not return unto him void? (Isa.
55. 11). Sccond, the Ninevites believed it. They
accepted it as the divine message : they believed
God. Had they laughed it to scorn, or simply
ignored it, judgment must have taken its course,
Since they believed it, it became their preserva-
tion,

God’s word to us—even his word of warning—is

a message of merey.  And it comies to us with & sign ‘

greater thun the sign of Jonal, for it is the message
of One who actually died, was buricd, and rose again
for our sakes. But it can only benefit those wiho
receive it.  Will it be said of this school—of this
class: So the people of —— believed God 1

Bible Reading Lesson Analysis,
Effect of Jonah's Preaching, Jon. 3. 1.10,

1. “Behold a ?reuter than Jonah." Even Jesns
Christ the Lord of life and glory. ““Who being in the
form of God thought it not ro hbery to be equal with

God."  Phil. 2. 6; Zech. 13. 7; Psa. 102. 24-27, with
Heb. 1. 8, 10-12,

2. “Is here." To preach to men on the subject of
repentance und to urge them to repent. * For I am not
come to eall the righteous bnt sinners to repentance,’
Matt. 9, 13; Rev. 2.5, 16: 8. 3; Mark 1. 15: Acts 5. 81,

3. ' And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the
second time," ver. 1. In this conneetion I am impressed
with the gracious persistency of divine love. *'The
Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and plen-
lﬁr‘m-__h‘nsunercy.“ Psa. 103. 8; Iea, 48. 9; Nah. 1, 8;

. .

4. *'Go," ver. 2. 8till the divine command. “Go ye
therefore, and tench all nations....and, lo, I am with
ivgu].;" Matt. 28. 19, 20; Mark 16. 15; Deut, 1. 4; Eccl,

5. **And grmch untoit the preaching that I hid thee,”
ver. 2. The Lord has put into the month of his
preacter a specific message to deliver, ** But whatso-
ever shall be given you in that hour, that speak ye,
for it is not ye that ?euk, but the Holy Ghost," Mark
13. 115 16. 15; Heb. . 23 Gal. 1, 8; Gen, 22, 18,

6. “Jonah arose and went unto Nineveh," ver, 3,
To believe in God and in his Christ is to obey them,
“If a man love me he will keej my words.” John 14,
15, 21, 28; Matt. 10.87; Dan. 7. 2?7

7. ** Ninevel was an exceeding great city," ver, 8.
A repetition calenlated in mercy to impress Jonah with
the mag of his i to duty. “The

[ hl.;’works." Psa. 145, 9; Eph. 2. 4; Numw. 14. 18; Lam.
3. 23,

8. ** And he cried,” 4. Nomatter how unpromis-
ing the prospect, v spel messengers are still to cry
| to sinners evangelistically, **Let the wicked forsake
| his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; und
| Tet him return unto the Lord.” Isa, 55, 7; 58.1; Matt.

| 8.1,%; John 7. 87,

' 9. “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall Le over-
thrown,” ver. 4. Jonah saw the coming storm as a
prophet's specinl inspiration, *I have also gpoken by

| the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used

| similitudes, by the mhll!tl‘{ of the prophets.” Hos,

| 12.9; Heb. 1. 1; Ezek, 2, 6; Isa, 17; 49. 7.

10. ** 8o the people of Nineveh believed God," ver. 5.
A faithful ’n'eucher was fully rewarded. ** And as he

| reasoned o |'Ig||lem|une.~u‘ temperance, and judgment

to come, Felix trembled." Acts 24, 25; Peu, 99, 1:
| Hub.3. 16; Matt, 3: Luke 3.

11. * Believed God," ver. 5. Paid tribute to a cus-
tomary form of internatidhal religious courtesy, * And
the servants of the king of Syrin said unto him, Their
gods are gods of the hills, therefore they were stronger

| than we.,” 1 Kings 20, 5. 3-b; Rom. 1,19,
20; 2. 14, 15; 2 Kings 8. 7-10; 15,

12, “ And put on sackeloth,” ver. 5. To symbolize a

enuine penitence because of sin. ** For there is not a
fun man upon earth that doeth good, und sinneth not."

Ecel, 7,205 1 Kings 8. 88; Acts 2. 37, 38; 8,29,

13. ** For word came unto the king." ver. 6. God
«ends his arrow of conviction into every erring soul re-
gardless of its rank umul:f men.  “For there is no re-
spect of per<ons with God.” Rom, 2. 11; Deat. 10, 17;
2Chron, 19.7; Gal. 6. 7,8.

14. “And laid axide his robe....and sat in ashes,"
ver. 6. In immediate and utter self-renunciation and
ubject repentance. **And he took him u potsherd to
scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the
ashes.” Job 2. 8; 42, 6; Luke 19. 8; 23. 40; 2 Cor, 7. 9,

15. * The decree of the king," ver. 7. A royal proc-
lamation enjoining universal penitence. ‘It is an
abomination to kings to commit wickedness, for the
throne is established in righteousness," Prov, 16, 12;
20. 8; 22, 11; 2 Kings 15. 34; 18, 3,

16. ““Put let man and beast be covered with sack-
cloth,” ver, 8. The poor beasts were starved into a
fancied co-operation with man in the cry to God for
merey, *‘And should I not spare Nineveh, thut great
city, wherein are more than six-score thougand persons
& nd_also much cattle,” Jonah 4. 11; Rom. 8, 22;

6.7,

17. “Let them turn ever( one from his evil way,"
n

ver, 8, Repentance i meaningless unless sin be given
up. To repent of sin is to quit sinning. *‘Let every
one thut numeth the name of Christ depart from in-
iquity.” 2 Tim. 2. 19; Job 11. 14; Psa. 101. 3; Rom. 6.6,

18. “Who can tell if God will turn and repent," ver,
9. Repentance, ora change of mind, is possible for God
himself to indulge. **Who knoweth if he will return
and repent. and leave a blessing behind him,” J
14; 2 Kings 19. 4; 2 Chron. 82, 20; Gen, 18.

19. *“And God saw their works, thut they turned
from their evil way," ver. 10. And hence, true to his
nature and his eternal promise, he forgave them, and
remitted their punishment. ** I said, I will confess my
transgressions unto the Lord, and thou forgavest the
iniquily of my sin.” Psa. 82.5; 2 Sam, 12, 13; Acts 2,
388; Isu, 55. 7. ¢

Berean Methods.
Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

Begin with Nineveh, location on the map, power, size,
history, ete... Draw a diagram of its fonr cities. ' (See
Lesson ('rmlmmmrf/. puge 296.). ... Show picture of pal-
nce or ecnlptures in Nineveh....Review by questions
the story of Jonah in the previons lesson’ . . Present.
the factg of this lesson, emphasizing especially the
effect of Jonah's preaching. ... Notice from the Analyt-
ical and Bible Outline **The Way of Salvation,"
the reference-texts be rend by members of the clasg, and
their upplieation be shown...,The six hends of the An-
nl_\‘tlnnrmld Biblical Outline may he arranged as n series
of steps, and entitled, * Ru?"m nupward to ealvation.”. ..,
ILLUSTRATIONS. A boy who had never heen within a

church heard on the street a song, ** Come ye sinners,
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poor and needy.” He went inside to listen, heard the
minister urge all who felt that they were ** sinners poor
and needy ' to come forward to the altar, Heeried out,
“That's me ! * went forward, and found salvation. .
Jonah's preaching reminds us of what was said of two
ancient orators. When Cicero spoke in the senate of
Rome, men said, ** That was a fine oration!" When
Demosthenes sYuke in the public squure of Athens,
every man cried, ** Give mea sword ! Let us murch
against Philip 1™
Blackbhoard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

(]

/

For NINEVAH TO REPENT.

How MUCH LONGER
HAVE | ¢

TRUE REPENTANCE.

\ HEAR THE TRUTH.
BELIEVE IN GOD.
GIVE Ol ARD SIGN.
RENOUNCE SIN,

Forty days were given to Nineveh to re) ent. Let
each one ask, How much time have I had ¥ How much
longer time have I'¥ Have I truly repented ?

Primary and Intermediate.

LrssoN Tuouvent. Forgiveness. Review last lesson.
Where did we leave Jonah ? What do you think he
would do there? Read verses 1, 2, 7, 9.10, from Jo-
nah 2. Show picture of the prophet again, and usk if
this is the same man. What difference is there between
this Jonah and the Jonah we heard ubout last Sunday ¥
Teach that the difference is the same as that between a
disobedient, unhappy child, and the same child obe-
dient, smiling, happy. Now the Lord spoke to Jonah
aguin, and told him to go to } neveh, and Jouah obeyed
right away, Why was he not afraid * Now he could
believe God because he was obeying him. You can
trust futher and mother Letter when you are obedient
to them,

Jonan's Messace.  Print
“ According to the word of the
Lord.” Nineveh was still a
great, wicked city, the people
every-where following their sin-
ful pleasures, and Jonah was
only a poor. weak man, but he
took this motto, and went

preaching just the words that |

God gave him,  Was he brave ?
Was he true to God? Show
that he was no hraver, no truer
who will take this motto and do
Just as God tells him to do. How shall we know God's
word ? Listen, leurn, obey. Shéw lesson symbol.
Tell thut God's word is like & sword that cuts the
wicked and disobedient. The word that Jonah spoke
was God's word. Read the message, and explain its
menning.  Sin always destroys. Tell that the people
believed God and stopped sinning, and asked God to

than any child may be

| be merciful to them and forgive their sin. They were
s0 much in earnest that they all put on mourning
clothes, and did not eat or drink any thing, but prayed
11 the time to God tospare them.
Gop's ForGIVENEss. God lovked upon this great
city full of sorry people, aund he could see real sorrow
| in their heat We cannot see into the heart of an-
other, but God can, He knows just how much we mean
| when we say we are mrri' for our sin. The people of
Nineveh repented when Jonah brought them the word
of the Lord. Call for Golden Text. Who is greater
| than Jonah. Make a cross, print above it in bright let-
| ters ** Jesus,” and teach thut he has come to show us
that God loves us, and that he is angry with sin. Ask
how the cross tells of God's love, and print around it
*God's Forgiveness.”

Lesson Word-Pictures.

A hig city, and_one emall voice crying at it! Whata
contrast ! Massive walls sweeping mile ufter mile, im-
hosing towers, street after street fringed with seem-
ingly countless houses, crowded murket-places, a great
| king with magnificent palace and long columns of sol-
| diers—all representing a huge mass of superstition and
i nd in opposition 1o it, this one voice crying out
ng! Watch the man who thus warns. He
«ed through the frowning gate. His style of
1d its habby folds show that he is some strunger
ufar. He does not seem to notice the crowds nt
the great portal, but raises his voice s#uddenly and cries
out, sharply. ** Yet forty days, and Nineveh shull be
overthrown ! The crowd jostling through the gate,
afoot, on camels, on asses, on horses, hear the sharp,
ringing voice, and look up in wonder. The stranger
| heeds not their curiosity, but moves on, steadily shout-
| ing, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall over-
thrown !" **Some old fool!™ eays a camel-driver
with & string of camels ull turning up their noses in dis-
gust, “Ho! ho!" shout and lioot the street boys,
‘:uuructcd by the stranger, and swarming about him.
He heeds them not, but eries, ** Yet forty daye, and Nine-
vel shall be overthrown ! and turns into another
| street. A crowd often gathers as the hours go by, an
uneasy, jostling crowd, but you can see his dusty tur-
| bun steadily pressing on, and amid all the jeers and
jests you hear that piercing cry, * Yet forty days, and
Nineveh shall be overthrown!™ The noon-hour has
gone, The afternoon creeps by, It is toward evening.
| Over the tall towers, the heavy walls, the long rows of
house-tops, fall the lengthening rays of the sun, while
| the shadows deepen in the nooks of the city Up
through the sh:nlo\w and the lengthening sun-rays,
still mounts that voice, hoarse and husky now Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shull be overthrow ' It
may be that some one listening to the strunger had
. A prophet 1" The thought wus taken up and
repented by others, und at last & wonder may have been
aronsed whether it wus not perhaps n true warning.
A clond of uneusy fear durkens men's minds, It
spreads in every divection. An awe gathers about and
srotects the strange herald. There I8 no jesting now
by the frightened spectutors, Somehow, the news gets
to the king. He cannot shake off the strange depres-
sion felt every-where, He steps down from his throne
of gold. He takes off his imperial robes, Golden, or
wurple, or scarlet. he throws them all aside and covers
| himself with the blackness of sackcloth and the grim-
| ness of ashes. Nineveh in the streets hecomes one
 vast penitential procession, and the beasts are made a
part of it. Out of the gates agnin goes the sneering
eamel-driver of the morning, drnped now in B
cloth as for a brother, while the wondering, haughty
camels are black and grimy with the signs of mourn-
ing. A great city hambled by the ery of a single voice !
Thus the night descends, seeming to leave in the sack-
cloth its very shadow on man and beast, the deep,
darkening night of sorrow for sin,

— b ¢

B. C.726.]
2 Kings 18, 112, [ Cammit lo » emory verses 5—7‘.]|
1 Now it came to pass in the third

ON SOLID ROCKY year of Ho-shea son of E’lah King
of I<'ra-el, that Hez’e-ki‘ah the =on

A’haz king of Ju/dah began to

reign.

2 Twenty and five years old was
he when he began to reign; and he
veigned twenty and nine years in

wsalem. His
iter of Zach/a-ri‘ah.

LESSON VIII. HEZEKIAH'S GOOD REIGN.

mother’s name |

[Nov. 22.
3 And he did f2at which was right in the sight of the

Lonn, according to all that Da’vid his father did.

| 74 He removed the high places, und brake the images,

and ent down th es, and brake in pieces the
brazen serpent that Mo’ses had made: for unto those
days the children of I8’ra-el did burn incense to it: und
he ealled it Ne-hush’tan.

5 He trusted in the Lorp God of Ts/ra-el; so that after
him was none like him among all the kings of Ju’duh,
nor ooy that were hefore him.

_or he clave to the Lorp, and departed not from
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following him, but kept his commandments, which the
Lorb commanded Mo’ses.
7 And the Lorp was with him: and he prospered
whithersoever he went forth: he rebelled aguinst
«d him not.
the Phi-lis’tines, even unto Gu’za, and the
reof, from the tower of the watchmen to the
fenced city.

9 And it came to ‘mw in the fourth year of king Hez’-
e-kiah, which was the seventh year of Ho-she’a son of
Elah king of 18’ra-el, that Shal/ma-ne’ser ki
sy17i-a cume up against Su-ma’ri-u, und besieged it.
General

Once more we turn to the history of Judah, which we
last saw in Lesson IV, during the reign of Jehoash, the

10 And at the end of three years they took it: even
in the sixth year of Hez’e-ki-uli, that is the ninth year
of Ho-+he/a king of Ivru el, Sa-ma’ri-u wus taken

11 And the king of As-syr'i-a did carry away Is'ra-el
unto As-syri-a, and Eul them in Hw/luh and in Ha'-
hor oy the river of Go’zan, and in the cities of the

12 Because they obeyed not the voice of the Lorn
their God, but transgressed his covenunt, and all thut
Mo'xes the servant of the Lorp communded, and would
not heur them, nor do them.

Statement,
;I]»Icim the people to renounce the altars to God upon the
hills tl

repaiver of the temple. With brief intervals of reform,
the course of Judah, both in morals and political pow-
er, was downward for a hundred and fifty years, touch-
ing its lowest under King Ahaz. who for sixteen yeurs
made crime rampant, and idolatry the religion of the
state ; who shut up the temple, and made his kingdom
u mere province of Assyrin. When his son Hezekiah
ciume to the throne, he found the land impoverished by
tribute, the people degraded by idol-worship, the no-
bility torn into parties, one favoring Assyria, the other
Egypt, the priesthood corrupt, and even many of the
so-culled prophets selfish and immoral. A mighty tusk
Iny before the young king, but fortunately he was equal
toit. He ealled to hig side the faithful few among the
rrupheli. led by the greatest of their order. the prince-
y Isainh. He opened the temple, in the firet month of
his reign, and summoned the priests to purify theirown
charucters ns well as the house of the Lord. Recog-
nizing the importance of unity in the religion, he called

Juduh. und to worship towurd the
temple in Jerusalem, Even the venerated relic of the
wilderness, the brazen serpent of Moses, which had
been preserved down to his time, be culled **a piece of
brase,” und destroyed when he fornd it had become un
object of idolatry. ~ He veformed (he yeur, and reorgun-
ized the fensts nccording to their several sensons, und
celebruted them with a fervor unequauled since the duys
of David. Nor did his zeal stop with the reformation
of his people. He wasas brave in war as he was wise
in affuirs.” He drove the Philistines from the western
border, on the lower hills, He built a cordon of forti-
fied cities uround his dominions. For u part of his
relgn, if not through it ull, he even dared to withhold
the tribute to the great king of Assyria, and held Jadah
free from foreign control, He made God's law his rule,
and taught it to his people, and by it became great, In
all the unnals of the Kings of Judah, no other name
shines us brightly us that of Hezekiah,

Explanatory and Practical Notes.

the Inst

Verse 1. Third ¥elr of Hoshea. He w:
ribes, gomewhat better in charncter

king of the ten t

than his predeces<ors, but living in an age of violence
and war. Hezekiah, His nume menns ** Strength of
Jehoval.” and was expressive of his character strong
in God. ‘The won of Ahaz, The best of the kings of
Judah was a son of the worst, Ahaz renounced the
worship of God for the lowest idolatry; submitted to
the Assyrian fuke. and heavily oppres<ed his people,

1) Character is not hereditary, since a bad futher may
ave a good son.

2. Twenty and five. From this it would nﬁpmr
that Ahaz was only eleven yesrs old when his son Heze-
kinh wae horn. Chap. 16. 2. But from a comparison of
this verse with chap. 17. 1, it i evident that Hezekinh
was associnted with Ahaz two or three years before his

. or the figures here may he incorrect. by the
error of a transeriber, is mother's name.” The
namesx of the mothers of the later kings of Juduh are
given, ruggesting the lm}mrtunw of & mother's influ-
ence. With so wicked a father, there must have been
4 good mother for so godly a son.

3. That which was right. High praise is given to
him by the sacred writer, such as ix awarded to bat two
other imong the kings, Asa and Josiah: und in states-

hip. not in thor of fidelity to God,

Hezekiuh was the greatest of the three, taking into ne-
count the difficulties of his age. In the sight of the

ord. Right must have a standard of mensurement,
and its true expression is not the opinions of men, but
the law of God. That David hix father did. I
passed by the buse example sct by his own fa
and sought to pattern his conduct after his grent snces-
tor David. David's moral character is not here re-
ferred to, but his devotion to the God of I<ruel, in con-
trast with idol-worship. which was in that period the
principal test of service, (2) Lel us seek to be i ht,
rather than to be great. (3) Let us imitate the besi ex-
umples in character.

4. He removed, From 2 Chron, 31, 1, it appears
that this reformation was wrought suddenly und with
violence, which may aecount for it« not enduring be-
yord Hezekiah's da, 'he high places, These were
loeal shrines for worship which had been perpetunted
in the land from the earliest ages,  Originally used for
the service of Jehovah, they had largel degenerated
hm_. idolatry, and were therefore rnrhldrfen in the lnw,
whieh required all to worship at one altar.  Hezekinh
Was the first king to undertake their thorough extiry

Brake the images. Rev, Ver., *the pillar
stood before the alturs of the high places, and
wére objects of ldolutrous worship, Cut down the

groves. Rev. Ver.,, “the Asherah." or image of
Astarte. the companion deity to Baal. Brake in pleces
the brazen serpent. This had been made in the
Edomite wilderness, where the people were tormented
by fiery serpents. See Num. 21.4-9. It had been pre-
served during the centuries after, and in process of
time became the object of n superstitious veneration.
To destroy so ancient u relic required both an enlight-
ened and a bold faith, Hecalled it Nehushtan, That

. '8 plece of brass, It ix uncertain. however,
whether the name was given by Hezekiah or by the
people. 1f by the people, it should read * the brass,"
or ““the brass thing,” and may have been the popular
name of the image. (1) Error and superst.lion showld
be destroyed, however venerable.

5. He trusted In the Lord God. Other kings had
Rought assistance from foreign armies in time of dunger;
but Hezekinh leaned wholly on the Lord, See 1 Kings 15.
18, 19; 2 Kings 16. 17, He chose God for his supreme
King, served him wholly, and leaned upon him abso-
lutely. After him was none like him. The same
langunge is spoken of Josinh, 2 Kings 23, 25, Perhaps
the phrase was a proverbial one, used without intend-
ing un exuct comparison,

6. He clave to the Lord. This points to the full-
ness an'l thoroughness of his fellowship with God. He
allowed nothing to come hetween himself and the Lord.
(5) How few. even of good men, keep elose to God at all
times. Departed not from following, Many kings
had begun well, but in old age had fallen awny from
God, as Solomon, Jehoshuphat, and Joash: but Heze-
kinh persevered in his loyalty, Kept his command.
ments.  This would indicate that the written law was
then in existence, and known to the king and his
people,

7. The Lord was with him. As he is ever with
those who continue faithful to him. Yet we must not
all expect the reward of earthly rrmperny which eamo
to Hezekinh, for God does not always recompense his
servants in worldly coin. The Lord was with Panl
when he was a prisoner and on trinl. not less than with
David on the throne, He prospered, His ndministra-
tion was suecessful; for he held some power over 1he
northern tribes, he became very rich, and he was hon-
ored by all the surrounding nations, (6) Fidelity to
God is the path to honor vmong men, He rebelled
against the king of Assyrin. This step required
great courage and fuith, for Assyria was the dominant
poweroverall the Old Testament world.and had received
regalar tribute from Judah during the reign of Aoz,
Tt is not certain that Hezekiah's attempt at entire inde-

i was ful, for he was y at one

P
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(‘hmn to puy & heavy fine to the Assyriun government,
Ver. 14.

8. He smote the Philistines.
hereditary enemies of Judah, living upon the seas=coust
plain.  In the reign of Ahaz, they had possessed them-
selves of the Shephelah, or low hills inland, which Hez-
ekiah now regained ven unto Gaza, Gaza was the
southern limit of Palestine, on the Mediterrunean Sea,
It ix still a considerable town, culled Azzak, From the
tower of the watehmen. The outpost on the frontier,
where the watchman stood on guard, ready to signal the
approach of an enemy. To fenced city. The
large city defended by walls. The meaning is that all
the Philistine country was ravaged by the Judahites,

9. In the fourth year. In contrast with the
rosperity of Judah under the godly rule of Heze-
Eiuh. is reluted the fall of Israel, after centuries of
wandering from God. Shalmaneser. A king who
ix better known from Scripture than from the mon-
uments, which scarcely mention his 1ume, as he
was followed by n new dynusty. Against samaria,
‘T'he capitul of the ten tribes, which wus attacked under
Shulmuneser, was not taken until after the close of

These were the

lus reign, by Sargon his successer. This we learn |

from the Assyriun monnments, which in many ways
corroborate und explain Seripture.

10. At the end of three years. There is some

reason for believing that Hoshea, the last king of Israel, |

was (uken'lpﬂumler to Nineveh before the capture of
his city. They took it, Notice thut it is not stated
thut Shalmuneser took the city, but ** they,"” that is, the
Asgyrians, took it. (7) See in this a picture of the utter
ruin awaiting those who forsake God.

11, Did carry away 1
people was a common practice of ancient Oriental con-
querors, It was doue for the purpose of preventing
any revolt, by breaking up the nationality and dispersing
the fumilies in a strange country. In these cases the peo-
ple were sent, not to vone province, but to several,
remote from each other. Halah. Probably the region
afterward known as Gauzanit is, north of the Euphra-
tes, In Habor by the river of Gozan, The yiver
Khabour, which flows into the Euphrutes. Cities of
the Medes, Still farther to the east, and south of the
Caspiun Sea,

This deportation of a

12. Because they obeyed mot. Other historians
might give reusons for their destruction in the overmas-
tering power of Assyria; but the sucred writer strikes
at its root in their neglect of God. (8) May we not learn
a lesson for our nation? What became of the ten
tribes ¥ "The more idolatrous soon mingled with the
surrounding heathen ; the more religions united with
the Jud were i us Jews. See, for
un instance, Annu, of the tribe of Aser, Luke 2, 36,
All attempts to trace their relationship to any modern
nation ure idle. As a race lhef lost their identity, just
us neurly all the ancient ruces have passed away,

HOME READINGS,

M. Hezekinh's good reign. 2 Kings 18, 1-12,
T, Nezekinh veviled. 2 Kings 18. 13-37,

. The brazen serpent made. Nuom, 21, 1-9,
Th.Confidence in God. Psa. 33, 1-22,
F. Paul's trust, 2 Tim, 1. 1-14,

. The only safe trust. Psa, 62, 1-12,
&, The Lord is with man, Psa. 23. 1-6.

GOLDEN TEXT.

He did that which was right in the sight of the
Lord. 2 Kings 18. 3

o

LESSON HYMNS,

No. 149, Dominion Hymnal,

1 sing the almighty power of God,
'.I‘hgn. made the mountains rise,

No. 150, Dominion Hymnal,
We praise thee, O God ! for the Son of thy love,
For Jesus who died, and is now gone above |

No. 148, Dominion Hymnal,

Come, ye that love the Lord,
And let your joys be known,

TIME.—The accession of Hezekiah, B. C. 726; the
full of Samaria, B, C. 721,

PLACES.—1, Jernsalem, the eapital of Jnduh;
2. Samaria, the capital of Israel; 8. 4. Halah and Ha-
bor, cities in Assyrin: 5. Gaza, in Southern Pulestine,
by the Mediterranean Sea,

RULERS, —Hezekiuh, thirteenth King of Juduh:
reigning B. ©. 726-608; Hoshea, nineteenth and last
King of Tsrael, reigning B. C, 780-721; Shalmaneser 1V,
and Sargon, Kings of Samarin.

DocTRINAL SvceEsTION.—The reward of righteons-
ness,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Judah Returning to the Lord, v, 1-6,
How old was Hezekinh when he began to reign ?
How long did he reign ¢
For what was he distinguished ¢
How did he destroy idolatry ¥
Why did he destroy the brazen serpent ?
What wus the result of his good deeds ¢
2. The Lord Prospering Judah, v, 7, 8,
What oppressive yoke did Hezekinh throw off #
What aggressive enmpnign did he wage ¥
Wihy was he successful ¥
3. The Lord Forsaking Israel, v. 0-12,
Who hesieged Samarin, and when ¢
How long did the siege last ¥
Where were the captives taken ?

Why was this captivity permitted ¥
What is the usual penalty of disobedience ?

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson do we lenm—
1. That God blesses his faithful servant ¢
2. That wickedness brings captivity ¥
8. That human nature without the grace of God is
perverse ¥

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS:
1. Judah Returning to the Lord, v, 1-6,

Who sncceeded Ahub s king of Juduh ?

Who was kh\geo! Israel then ?

When did he begin his reign ?

How long wus he king

What wag his character as king ¢

What did he do to destroy idolatry?

What moved him to do this?

‘What distinguished him from those who had gone be-
fore him?
2. The Lord Prospering Judah, v, 7, 8,

Whoee fuvor did Hezekinh gain?

How did the Lord reward him?

From whose service did he free himself ?

What success had he over the Philistines?

Who may expect God's fuvor? Prov, 8, 82,
3. The Lord Forsaking lIsrael, v, 9-12,

Who invaded the kingdom of Isruel ¥

What city did he besiege ¢

How long beiore its capture ?

What was done with the inhabitants ¢

In what year of Hoshea's reign was Israel carried
away captive ?

Why was their capture permitted ¢

Teachings of the Lesson,
‘Where in this lesson do we learn—
1. The blessings of a godly ruler ?
2. The true way to God's fuvor ¥
8. The penalty of forgetting God ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

‘What can you tell about the kings of Israel or the Ten
Tribes ? None of them were good, and some of them
were very wicked,

How was it with the kings of Judah ! Some of them
were faithful to God,

Who was one of the best of these ¢ Hezekiah,

Were the people serving God when Hezekinh was
made k‘"f ? Noj; they were far away from him, and
his temple was shut up and neglected,

What did he do the firet thing ¥ He had the temple
opened, repaired, and purified.

What message did he send ont to all the people?
«Come together and worship the Lord God of your
fathers.”
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Wiien they eanme together whatdid hedo ¥ He asked
God to forgive their sins,

Did God nnswer? He listened to Hezekial's
praver and healed the peop

‘After this, what did they do in Jernsnlem and Juden ?
They destroyed the imuges and broke down the
idol-temples,

Wiat else did they destroy ? The brazen serpent
which had been kept ever since Moses set it up in
the wilderness,

Why did he destroy this sacred relic? Because the
people had begun to worship it,

Why was God with Hezekiah ¥ [Repeat the GoLpEN

EXT.

What did God help him to do ? Free his land from
the king of Assyria,

Who was the lust king of Israel while Hezekiah was
king of Judah * Hoshea,

What happened to him ? He was taken prisoner
by the king ol Assyria.

What became of Samaria ? It was taken and de-

me of the people of Tsrael, or the Ten
1 ere carried away to distant lands,
and were lost nation.

Words with Little People.

You will see that, although Samaria was saved a
great many times from the Assyrians, it was finally de-
stroyed, God would have saved it, if the people had
continued to ask for his help, and to worship him, but
they forsook him and worshiped idols, Be careful, don't
Fl so far uway from God that at last you will be lost,
emember that, ns surely a8 God helped Hezekiah to
conquer his enemies, he will help you to overcome self-
ishne~s, anger, impatience, disobedience, und crossness,
if you will only love him and ask him.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
[For the entire school.]
1. How long did Hezekiah reign ¢ Twenty-nine
years,
Wiat is #aid of Hezekiah ? ¢ He did that which
was right.”
3. Wihat else is said concerning him? *¢ The Lord

*was with him.”

4. By whom was Samaria taken ? By the king of
Assyria,

8. Wihat did the king of Assyria do when he hud
taken Samaria ? Carried away Israel unto Assyris

CATECHISM QUESTION.
41. What is the inward and spiritual grace signified ?

Our being cleansed from the guilt and defilement of sin
and receiving a new life from and in Christ Jesus.

[Acts xxii. 16 ; Colossians ii. 12],

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
A Kingly Character,

I. A Max oF PriNcipLE.
Did....vight in the sight of the Lord. v. 3.
"ln‘ mi]noe heart to muke a covenant." 2 Chron.

“ Set the Lord always hefore me," Psa. 16. 8.
1I. A Max or Tuorovanngss,
He removed the high places. v. 4.
** Zeal of thine house,” Psa, 69, 9,
*No fellowship with the unfruitful works." Eph.

III. A Max oF ExviuTENMENT,
Brake in pieces the brazen serpent. v. 4,
** Transgress. ... by your tradition." Matt. 15. 3.
“Tradition of men....not after Christ.” Col. 2. 8.
V. A Man or Farrn,
He trusted in the Lord God of Ierael, v. 5.
1 have trusted in thy merey." Psa. 13. 5.
** Blessed. ... that tru<teth inthe Lord." Jer.17.7,8.
V. A Max or Fiokuiry,
He clave lo the Lovd, v, 6.
**Cleave unto the Lord." Josh, 23, 8.
* Exhorted them all....cleave," Acts 11. 23,
. A MAN oF CouraGE.
Rebelled ‘g({inhul ..... Assyria....smote the Philistines.

v. 7,8
“Of \whtom shall The afraid $* Pea. 27, 1.
“I will trust, and not be afraid,” Isa. 12. 2,

y

| VII. A MAN or Svockss,
He prospered whithersoever he went. v. 7.
*“Then thou shalt make thy way prosperous.’ Josh,

1.8.
* Whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Psa. 1. 8.

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEUPLE.
Lessons from the Life of Hezekiah,

1, Hezekiuh ghows us that character is something
made by every man for himself, and not something
made by others for him. In the worst period of Judah,
with the wickedest of the kings for his father, this
young man grew up a Christian, v. 1-3.

2. llezekiah shows us that there i< only one standard
of right, and that is *“the sight of the Lord.” Not
what society makes the standard, nor what ** the fel-
lows * think; but what God decides, is right, and that
alone, v. 8.

3. Hezekinh shows us that to be pronounced and
thorough in doing right, making no compromi with
wrong, but rerving God wholly, is the only sufe conrse,
He who is divided in his allegiance loses ull from God
and gets nothing from Satan, v, 4,

4. Hezekiah shows us that no evil shonld be sane-
tioned because it has existed a long time, or has grown
out of ething once good. What wa# once u bless-
ing to Israel muy hecome a curse, and it is ufter all only
*“a piece of brass,” v, 4,

8. Hezekiah shows us that God always takes care of
those who serve him wholly; always in this life, though
not always in u worldly way. John the Baptist was a
prisoner, Paul was a wanderer; but who shull suy that
Lheir lives were not as shining successes as wus Heze-
kiuh's ¥ v. 5-8.

Hnglish Teacher's Notes,

OxE of the most striking of our Lord’s parables
is the story of the two men who built each one a
housc for himself, the one commencing on the sand,
the other laying the foundation on the solid rock.
There might be no great ditference between the
external appearance of the two buildings, They
might be near one to the other, and their respective
inhabitants might be on friendly terms the one
with the other, But when the mighty tempest
swept by, and rain and wind beat upon them
both, the difference was made clearly manifest,
The edifice erceted on the sand fell with a terrible
erash—** great was the fall of it.” Its glories disap-
peared, while the house foundcd on the rock stood
firm amidst the war of wind and waters, and
emerged from the strife unharmed. What a con-
trast between the two! The one standing out
proudly in the sunshine; the other gone, so that
its place could *know it no more,” Such a con-
trast we have presented to us to-day in the ditfer-
ent lot falling to Judah and to Israel.

But a few Sundays ago we were considering the
fulse zeal of Jehu; the alacrity he displuyed in
exceuting the commands of Jehovah when they fell
in with his own wishes, The divine vengeance of
which he was the minister fell alike upon the
kings of Israel and Judah; and while Jehu wus de-
stroying the Baal-worshipers out of Israel, Athaliah,
the daughter of Jezcbel, was reigning in Judah,
But since that time the fuce of things had altered in
both kingdoms, The reformation under Jchu was
but partinl, and un'ler his successors the state of

Isracl grew worse and worse, In Judah, on the
contrary, the temple worship was restored under
Joash: and although neither he nor his successor,
Amaziah, served the Lord all their lives, and
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ulthough the reigns of two godless kings, Uzziah J
and Ahaz, followed, with only one good reign, that |
of Jotham, intervening, yet with the accession of |
Hezekiah the prospeets of the nation brightened.
He was not & man who could sit still and let things
take their course. He procecded to build up his ‘\
kinglom. The passage shows us on what founda-
tion he built it.

The story is told very bricfly. “He did that
which was right in the sight of the Lord.” We
leurn from 2 Chron. 20, 8, that he commenced his
reign by opening * the doors of the house of the
Lord,” which had been shut by Ahaz his futher, und
restoring the temple and its services. The next step
he took was a fur bolder one, For the first time in
the history of the kingdom of Judah, the *“high
places” were taken away, and the offering of sucri-
fices restricted to the one place chosen of God. (Sce
verse 223 Deut, 12, 2-6.) Then camo a further step,
equally courugeous, the destruction of the bruzen
serpent, which had beeome an object of idolatrous
worship. Having thus effected a thorough reformu-
tion in the religious state of the country, he looked
yound on its forcign relations, His father, Ahaz,
had become the vassal of the Ass<yrian monarch,
hoping thus to get assistance against his other ene-
mies, und had given him * treasures of silver and
gold.” Hezekial *“rebelled against the king of
Asxyrin, and served him not,” that is, refused to
puy tribute. And though, luter on, he made a tem-
porary subwmission, yet in the end the proud con-
queror was di fited, and the kingdom of Judah
remained free, But there was another enemy on
the south. The Philistines, who had been kept
under by King Uzziah, hud recovered their power
during the reign of Ahaz, and wasted the south-
ern part of Juduh. 2 Chron. 28. 18. But with
the accession of Ilezekiah their triumph came
to an end, There came forth against them, as the
prophet foretold (see Isa. 14, 28-30),a * fiery flying
serpent,” and Philistia was smitten unto * Gaza,
the southernmost border,” so that the *poor” of
Judah could “feed” and * lie down in safety.”

But what gave Hezekiuh this courage and this
power? Ie “trusted in the Lord,” and “elave
unto the Lord,” and the work of his life rose up on
this sure foundation. He heard the word of the
Lord, and did it.

How was it with the neighboring kingdom of
Isracl? Kings and people had indced heard the
sayings of God, They had had one prophet afier
another—Elijah, Elisha, Micaiah, Hosca, Amos,
Jonah, Micah—but they would not obey the voice
of the Lord, They would not fashion their doings
aceording to his word, Jchu *““tcok no heed” to
walk in the law of God. Jehoahaz sought the Lord
in his trouble, but that was all. Joash could mourn
for the prophet Elisha, but not for his own sin.
Jerohoam, whom the Lord enabled to be, for a time,
a deliverer to his country, and who * restored Israel
from the entering of Humath unto the sea of the
pluin.? yet neglected to base his own peuce, and
that of his kingdom, on the right foundation, and

“dil evil in the sight of the Lord.” 2 Kings 14,
24, 25, Under his succcssors the storm-clouds
thickened around Isracl; and at last, in the fourth
year of Hezekiul’s rcign, the tempest came down
upon the land,oud kingdom and people were swept
away! Later on the same tempest swept down
upon King Hezekiah and the land of Judah, But
low different the issue! Isrucl hud proved an easy
prey; but Judah “ fell not.””  And why? Because
it was founded on a rock.”

He whose trust is truly in the Lord will build
his life on the Lord’s commandments, To hear is
not enough, ““If ye know these things, happy are
ye it ye do thewm,”

Berean Methods.

. Hints for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Class,

We must keep clearly before our scholars the dis-
tinction between Israel and Judah; hence, draw the
mup, locate Samaria und Jerusalem, and the boundaries
of the two kingdoms. Recall some of the lessous
about each kingdom, and show Hezekiah's realm. Also
show the fate of the kingdom of Israel, as related in
this lesson, and its causes. ... Dwell on the character of
[ezekiah, and show its traits as here given. (See Anu-
Iytical and Biblicul Outline.) Illustrate each trait by a
text of Scripture, to be seurched out by u scholar, and
read. Also illustrate each truit by incidents, not ouly
in Hezekiah's life, but in the life of to-day, for example:
Principle. A man offered a boy some stolen apples,
and urged him to take one. The boy say, *I wouldn't
eat one of those apples if you should give me a thouy,
sand dollars 1 ".... Thoroughness. Julins Cmsar land-
fng in Britain sent back his ships, o that hie soldiers
must conquer or perish....Show the success that at-
tended Hezekiah in serving God, as contrasted with the
ruin of Isruel in rejecting God. Notice the same now:
who succeed best, the good or the bad ? the temperate
or the drunkards ¢ God is always on the side of the
right.

References. FreeMan, Ver, 11: Deportation, 852.

Primary and Intermediate,

Lessox TroveHut: Right-aoing brings reward. To
be taught : 1. That all doing is in the gight of the Lord.
2, That right-doing helps one to trust in the Lord.
8. That the Lord is with those who do right. 4. That
those who will not obey the Lord lose his protection.

1. Interest the children in
Hezekinh, Tell them he was
a good son of a bad father.
Tell that his mother was the
daughter of one of the proph-
ete of the Lord, and talk
abont the blessing of a good
mother. When his father died
he becume king. Read ver. 3.
Do all who wear a crown on the head do right in the
Lord's sight? Man may see the crown, but God looks
at the heart and at the life. Teach that right-doing
comes from the heart. and that all our ncts are done in
the Lord's sight. Place symhols upon the hoard, and
lead children to feel how sad it is for God's eye to
look into the leart and see ‘‘ wrong-doing ™ written
there.

2, Tell some of the right-doings of Mezeklah. Rend
ver, 4, and explain, showing that the king did these
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things because he loved God and wanted to see him
honored. If we love God, and there is uny thing wrong
in our lives, we will put a stop to the wrong, Roud
ver. b, and show that it is easy to trust the Lord when
we are obeying him. Tell thut Hezekiuh kept the
commandments, not part, but all of them, and that he
kept them, not part, but all the time.

8. **The Lord was with him." Ask for Golden Text,
and tell that this result alwuys follows when one does
right. Tell that God's word declures this. It is always
well to read from the Bible in the presence of the chil-
dren, rather than to repeat the Bible words merely.
Teach that the Lord is with us always, but when we do
right he is with us to bless and prosper us, Tell how
he blessed Hezekinh in all that he did,

4. See that the children cun tell about the kingdom
of Isruel. Recall the sud disobedience and idolutry of
the Israelites. Speak of the many ways in which the
Lord hud tried to reuch them. How he let them be
carried away by their enewmies, and they lo~t their place
asa people und a nation. This is alwuys the result of
disobedience. Read ver. 12, and warn children against
disobeying the voice of the Lord their God.

Lesson Word-Plctures,

There is a glorious sound of image breaking all over
the land. Men are dashing into groves, swinging axes,
und cutting down trees, They are tearing away altars
and throwing down images. What musie, tog, the
crumbling of that hateful brazen serpent makes, the
idolatrous Nehushtan ! And now a sound of war-go-
ing! Out of Jerusalem rumble the great war-chariots,
y file the columns of fighting-men, and soon among
the cities of the hostile Philistines are heard the huz-
zabs of victorious Judah. But in Samaria, Israel's

B.C.713)
2K

1
~SET:.

LESSON IX.
+ [Commit to memory verses 1-3.]

1 In those days was Hez'e-ki’ah
sick unto death, And the prophet
I=su/inh the son of A’moz came to him,
and said unto him, Thus saith the
Lorp, Set thine house in order ; for
thou shalt die, and not live.

i ‘.!I’l'hendhe lur:lu.-d his I‘zlu'e l[:) the
wall, and prayed unto the LoRrD,
IN_ORDER. |yl and pray
3 T beseech thee, O Lorp, remember now how T have
wialked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart,
and have done that which is good in thy sight. And
Hez’e-ki’ah wept sore,
4 And it came to pass, afore T-sa’iah was Lone ont
into the middle court, that the word of the Lorp cnme
to him, =aying,

5 Turn again, and tell Hez’e-ki’ah the captain of my
Fenple. Thus saith the Lorp, the God of Da’vid thy

uther, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears:
behold, T will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go
up unto the house of the Lorn,

6 And T will add unto thy days fifteen years; and T
will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the
king of As-syrin: and I will defend this city for mine
own sake, and for my servant Da’vid’s sake,

And I-sa’inh said, Take n Inmp of figs. And they
took and laid if on the boll, and he recovered.

8 And Hez’e-ki’ah said unto I-sa’inh, What sha/l be
the sign that the Lorp will heal me, and that I shall go
up into the house of the Lorp the third day #

9 And I-sa/jah said, This sign shalt thou have of the
Loun, that the Lorp will do the thing that he hath

General

During the entire relgn of Hezekinh, the independ-
ence and the very existence of Judah were menaced hy
the great empire of Assyria. Hezekiah had specinl
reasons to drend the wrath of its king, because he had
ventured to withhold the customary tribute, which had
been paid throughout his father's reign, Jnst in the

-

HEZEKIAN'S PRAYER ANSWERED.

kingly but sinful city, what a durkening dread is cloud.
ing every heart | Assyrin’s tents are pitched about the
city. Assyrin’s great engines of war thunder at the
waulls, Assyriu’s soldiers ussault the gates, There is
no sound of wur one day. There is silence all about
the battered wulls. The shattered gates are wide oven,
and what a long procession of captives we see slow.,
sadly, filing out! With bowed heads, with fettered
hands, with heavy hearts, they begin the long journey
to the laud of the stranger and conqueror,

Blackboard.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Hezekinh's good work was earnest and thorough.
He broke idolatry in pieces. That is the way to do
with any sin. Do not cover it up, or destroy a little bit
of it, but breuk it up, and cast it out. If you want to
get rid of a tree, cut it down, do not simpiy saw off a
limb,

[Nov. 29,
spoken: shall the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go
buck ten degrees ¥

10 And Hez’e-ki’ah answered, It is a light thing for
the shadow to gzo down ten degrees: nay, but let the
shudow return backward ten degrees,

11 And I-sa’fah the prophet cried unto the Lorp: and
he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which
it hud gone down in the dial of A’haz.

12 At that time Be-ro’dach-bal’a-dan, theson of Bala-
dun, king of Bal/y-lon, sent letters and a lnreuenl unto
Hez’e-ki’ah: for he had heard that Hez’e-ki’ah had been
sick,

18 And Hez’e ki’ah hearkened unto them, and showed
them ull the house of his precious things, the silver, and
the gold, and the spices. and the precious ointment, and
all the house of hix armor, and all that was found in his
trensures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his
dominion, thut Hez’e-ki’ah showed them nc

14 Then came T-sa/inh the prophet unto king Hes’e-
ki%ah, and said unto him, What said these men? und
from whence came they unto thee? And Hez’e-ki‘ah
gaid, They are come from a far country, even from
Bab’y-lon,

15 And he enid, What have they geen in thine house?
And Hez’e-ki‘ah answered, All the things that are in
mine houge bave they seen: there is nothing nmong my
treasures that I have not showed them.

16 And I-ea’fah said unto Hez’e-ki’ah, Hear the word
of the Lorn:

17 Behold, the days come, that all that i# in thine
house, and that which thy fathers have Iaid up in store
unto this day, shall be carried unto Bal’y-lon: nothing
shall be left, saith the Lorp,

Statement,

crisis of affairs, when the relations of Judah with the
empire were in the most eritical eondition, Hezekiah
was selzed with a mortal disense, either » violent car.
buncle or a eancer. The prophet Isniah wag sent to
him with the messange, ** Set thine house in order, for
thou shalt die," For himself Hezekiah hud no fear, for
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living or dying he was the Lord's. But his great
anxiety was for his kingdom, in the midst of an unfin-
ished reform, which he alone could carry through ;
having no son to succeed on the throne; and with the
cloud of Assyriun invasion rising, not in the distance,
but near ut hund. Earnestly did the king seek help
from God; with tears and supplications he besought
the King of kings. And before Isaiah had pussed out
of the palace gate, Hezekiah's prayer received answer.
The prophet heard within his consciousness the Voice
bidding hun return to the sick chamber with the
promise of fifteen ndded years, By his order a simple
poultice was applied to the sore, and within three days
the king of Judah stood within the temple offering
thanksgiving to God for his deliverance. At the same
time a token of the supernatural uature of his healing

Explanatory and

Verse 1. In those days, Probably just at the time
when the Assyrians were threatening invasion after
Hezekiah withheld the tribute, sick unto death,
Sick with a disease which would have been fatal if God
had not intervened. The prophet Isalah. One of
the greatest of the Old Testament prophets and writers,
yet of whose history very little is known, Some have
thought that he was reluted to the royal family, but it
is not certain. He was the intimate friend and coun-
selor of King Hezekiah, and aided him. probably di-
rected him. in his ‘reforms, It is believed thut he was
{mz to death by Maunsseh, the son of Hezekiuh, by be-
ng sawn asugder. No other prophet gave such clear
predictions of the Suviour's coming, his character, suf-
ferings, and atoning death; hence he has been called
** the evangelical prophet.”  Set thine house in order.
Make arrangements for death, both regarding his
family and his kingdom. Thou shalt die. This was
like God's to Nineveh, ditional and
not ubsolute; and in the event it was revoked. (1) Death
comes to all men, whether forewarned or not. (2) Every
man needs to make some preparation for death.

2. He turned his face to the wall. Asanatural ex-
pres<ion of sorrow, and seeking seclusion. Prayed
unto the Lord. ﬂis prayer, a8 reported, contains
no petition; yet there was a petition in his heart, and
to this God gave answer, (3) 7he true prayer is the de-
sire of the inmost nature, and lo that God gives ear.

3. Remember now, Hezekiah's prayer i8 not ac-
cording to the Gospel pattern, of the righteousness of
faith, It Treﬂenln the righteousness of the law, which
he could claim, ont of a good conscience, so far as any
man could, With a perfect heart. This especially
refers to his fidelity to God in relation to idolatry,
which was the mark of a true worshiper in that age.
That which is good. The inspired historian verifies
this declaration, and perhaps it had been revealed to
Hezekinh that his service wus nceeptuble. Wept sore,
He was not living in the New Testament light, which
reveals immortality and eternal life, and hence he felt
more disquietade at death than a Christisn would.
But his main anxiety may have been for his kingdom,
which he would leave in the midst of unfinished ref-
ormation, nnd exposed to an immediate invasion from
the Assyrians, (4) The Gospel gives greater triumph
over death than was possible under lhe law. (5) We
should not hesitate to open our whole heart to God in
prayer.

4. Afore I h was gone out. And therefore giv-
ing an immediate answer, for the telegraph to heaven
is more direct than any on earth. The middle court.
The open square in the middle of the palace, around
which the chambers stood. of the Lord came,
By an intimation to his inner conscionsness .plnluly
recognized as divine, (6) What an honor to live in com-
munion with God !

5. The captain of my peaple. We do not find this
title applied to any other king since the time of David,
I have seen thy tears. (7) So God sees all the fears
which his e ghed in secret, and hears their silent

rayers, Ou the third day. So rapid arecovery would
ndicate a divine physician, Unto the house of the
Lord. To return thanks with offerings for his healing.
(8) We showld visit God's house after sickness as soon as
we are able o leave our own.

6. Unto thy days fifteen years. Almost the only
fnstance when God revealed to any man how long he
should live, [ wlll deliver thee, Thix shows that the
city was at that time in danger. and shows, too, a rea-
son for Hezekinh's desive to live, because there were

was granted him, The shadow upon the sun-dial went
Lackward ten degr at the prayer of Isaiah the
prophet. The news of Hezekial’s restoration went
throughout ull the surrounding nationg; for his resist-
ance to Assyria was well known, and he was ized
as a leader umong the lands ripe for revolt.
lations and presents poured in from ull quurters, ay
even from digtant Bubylon, where the brave Merodach
(or Eerodach)-baludan had raised the banner of revoit
against Nineveh. To the messengers from that dis-
tant land Hezekinh in a spirit of pride showed his store
of treasures, But his spirits fell when the prophet bore
him word that his descendants #hould one day serve in
the paluce of the Babylonian king. Thus fell the first
warning of the cuptivity across the path of Juduh.

Practical Notes. '

grave perils around the state. The king of Assyria,
1e may have been Surgon or his xon Sennacherib, most
likely the former, At no time during Hezekial's reign
was his kingdom free from danger of sion, For
mine own sake. Inorder to give glory to his own
name, and becuuse of the coming redemption which
‘was to come to the world throngh the Jews us God’s peo-
ple. My servant David's sake. Because of his cove-
nunt with David to protect his seed und his throne.
©) Though we may forget God's promises, he never does.
7. Take a lump of figs. A mass of figs pressed
into n poultice; as is now used for sores in the East,
nid it on the boil. It may have been a carbuncle, n
amor, or a cancer; but its precise nature cannot be
known, He recovered. The poutice of figs, under
God’s blessing, and in answer to prayer, was the in-
gtrumentality of the cure. Here was a fuith-cure,
wrought by the use of wisely chosen remedies.

8. Hezekiah said. This incident belongs in the or-
der 8f events after the promise and the application of
the plaster, but before the cure had been accomplished,
What shall be the sign, If the request for a sign had
n‘)runz from unbelief. it would have been rejected.
Mirk 8. 11, 12.  But it came from fuith, a8 in the in-
stunce of Gideon, und it was rewarded.

9, 10, Shall the shadow, Thut is, the shadow
which marked the hour of the du‘);. as in that age clocks
were unknown. It isa Hght thing, As the shadow
would lmlurnll[y be going forward, the miracle in that
cage would be less manifest than if it went backward,
which appeared contrary to the order of nature,

11, Cried unto the Lord. It was usual for the
prophets to call upon God before working a miracle,
thug to show that the power was not in them, but in
the Lord. Ten degrees backward. How this was
wrought we know not: but there are a thousand ways hy
which an Almighty Power could do it without 1eversing
the laws of nature. An eclipse of the sun, it has been
suggested, would have just such an eflect, and an eclipse
did oceur, visible at Jerusalem on September 26, 713

. C. For “degrees,” the Rev. Ver. reads *‘steps,”
Dial of Ahaz. 'This is not mentioned elsewhere, so
that we cuunot tell its form. It may have been a series
of steps so nrranged that the gun's shadow on them
would mark the time.

12. Berodach-baladan, He is nlso called Mero-
dach-baladan; an q ly named upon the mon-
uments of that period, as a lmhrylunhun leader, who en-
deavored ‘o get his people free from the yoke of Agsyria,
For a time he was successful, but was finally driven
from Babylon and compelled to take refuge in the
mountains, King of Babylon. He assumed the title,
though his independence was not fully won.  Babylon
was one of the oldest cities of the world, and a hundred
years later than this time became the greatest. It was
#itunted on the river Euphrates, about six hundred
miles east of Palestine. Sent letters unto Hezekiah,
He had heard that Hezekiah had thrown off the author-
ity of Assyrin, and desired that the two nations should
make common cause against their enemy. Butalliances
and flurelgn wars were not a part of God’s plan for his
people.

13. Hezekiah hearkened. Tlis vanity was touched,
and he forgot to consult his God hefore answering the
embasgudors, Showed them all.  He exhibited to
them his treasures and the resources of his kingdom. to
show that he possessed great power, forgetting that all
his power was in the God of Isrnel, E‘pkn nd the
precious ointment. These were nlwni'.s regarded as
wmong the most valuable treasures. ouse of his
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armor, His arsenal, stored with armor and weapons
for war. It was wel‘ to have them, but unwise to show
them.

14, Then came Isaiah the prophet. Who repre-
sented God, the true strength of Israel and Judal,
What said these men? Notice that this question
[suinh left unanswered, perhaps because he knew that
the prophet would be disp ed with their proposition

ce and war, a far country. The line

vel, around by way of the Euplirates, made the

distance to Babylonabout twelve hundred miles, This

was the first relation which the Judahites had with that

great eity, with which their fortunes were so soon to
be mingled.

15. What have they seen? The prophet drew

from the unwilling king, little by little, the story of the
embassy, and how it hud been received. Hezekluh wus

HOME RE\DINGS,
M. Hezekinh's prayer answered. 2 Kings 20, 1-17,
7', Hezekinh's prayer. 2 Kings 19, 1-19,
. The prayer heard. 2 Ki . 20-37,
7h. The reward of prayer, John 14, 1-14.
F. God answers prayer. Psa. 90, 1-9,
S, David's petitions, Pesa, 39, 1-13,
8. A very present help intime of trouble, Psa,
. 1-9,

GOLDEN TEXT.
The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, Pug,
2. 1.

LEZSON MYMNS,
No. 97, Dominion Hymnal.
The world looks very beautiful
And full of joy tome:
The sun shines out in glory
On everything I see,

No. 263, Dominion Hymnal,

Praise ye Jehovah, praise the Lord most holy,
Who cheers the contrite, guides with strength the weah

No. 183, Dominion Hymnal.
What a Friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear|
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer |

TIME.—B. C. 713,

PLACES.—1. Jerusalem, the capital of Judah ; 2.
Babylon, the capital of Chaldea,

RULERS,—Hezekiah, thirteenth Kingof Judah ; Ts-
rael in cupu\'llg in Assyria; Sargon, King of Assyrin 3
Merodach-baladan, King of Babylon.

DocTRINAL SUGaEsTION.—God in natural law,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,

1. A King's Grief, v, 1-3,
What word came to Hezekiah ?
How did he receive it
What was his prayer ?
Why was he sorrowful #
2. The Lord’s Grace, v, 4-11,
How soon was he answered ?
What was the answer ?
What period was to be added to his life ?
What unfinished work, under God, was he to do ?
What was the means employed for healing ?
What was the sign of his recovery ?
3. A King's Folly, v, 12,13,
What people visited Hezekiah ?
What did he show them, and why ?
Why was this foolish ?
4. The Lord’s Warning, v. 14-17,
What were Isaiah's inquiries ?
What prophecy did he utter ¢

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That the prayer of faith is answered ¢
2. That the days of good men are prolonged ?
8. That vanity is displeasing to God ¢

now beginning to see that he should have consulted
God before his interview with the embussadors. It
was unwise in him to unite his interests with a land so
distant, and thereby to arouse greater indignation on
the part of the Assyriuns.

16, 17. Hear the word of the Lord. A bitter, un-
welcome messuge, yet received in the spirit of submis-
sion. The days come. The complete fulfillment was
in about one hundred and twenty-five yeurs ; but there
was a partial accomplishment in the reign of Munasseh,
Hezekiah's son. All that is in thine house. The
Babylonians plundered the city at least three times
before its final destruction, Il be carried unto
Babylon, In due time this came to pass.  All the

reasures of the palace, and the holy vessels of the tem-

b“l”d all the royal family were taken as prisoners to

ylon.

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE SCHOLARS,

1. A King's Gri .13,

What befell King Hezekinh ?

What prophet was his ¥sitor ¢

What message did he bear ¥

How did the king receive the message ?

‘What was his ery to God ?
2. The Lord’s Grace, v. 4-11,

Where did the prophet receive another message ?

What assurance was he to give the king #

What token should he huve of the ucceptance of his
prayer ?

What added years were promised him ?

What assistance should he receive ¥

What remedy did the prophet use #

With what oﬁect 14

What further sign did the king desire ¥

What choice of signs did the prophet give him ?

Which did he select ¥

At whose prayer was this sign given ¢
3. A King's Folly, v, 12, 13.

Hluw’ did a prince of Babylon show his friendly sym-
path;

What foo'ish confidence did Hezekiah show him ?
4. The Lord's Warning, v. 14-17.

What searching questions did the prophet ask of
the king ?

What was the king's confession ?

What was the Lord's judgment upon his weakness ?

Teachings of the Lesson,
Where in this lesson ar® we shown—
1. The need of preparation for death *
2. Divine forbearance with a doubting servant ¢
3. Divine displeasure with disobedience ¢

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER SCHOLARS,

What word did God send Hezekiah by his prophet
I«ainh one time when he was sick ¥ * Get every thing
ready to die.”

How did Hezekiah feel when he heurd it ? 8o sorry
that he turned his face to the wall and wept,

Why did he desire 80 much to live? He wanted to
save the people of Judah from their enemies, and
teach them to serve God,

What did he do? Prayed earnestly to God to
spare his life,

Wiat did he tell God ? 'That he had trled to walk
before him with a perfect heart,

What did God tell Isaiah he was going awny ¢
“Go back to Hezekiah, the captain of my people.”

What was he to say #  **The Lord has hear. thy
prayer, seen thy tears, and will heal thee.,” |[Re-
peat the GoLpeN TexT,]

What was the rest of the message ¢ *“ In three dayn
thou shalt go up to the house of the Lord.”

How many ;eurs did God promise to add to Heze-
kiah's life ¥ Fifteen,

What:‘lxn was given that these things should be true ?
‘The shadow went backward ten degrees,

When the king of Babylon heard that Hezekiah was
sick, what did he do?” Semt messengers with a

present,
How did h‘a ontcrlx:ln them ¢ He showed them his
d tre

palnce, lands, an ures,

Why did he do it? ‘hat they might know how
rich and great he was,

God sent another message by Tsalah, what was it ?
“The time shall come when all your treasures
shall be carried away to Babylon,”
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Did thix come true while Hezekinh lived ¥ Noj; but
oue hundred years after,
Words with Little People.

God tried Hezekiah that he might know all that was
fn his heart, and he found that he was proud of his
beautitul paluce, his gold and silver, his .‘e“ els, his fruit-
ful lands, and his power, If he had ouly obeyed three
little words in Jer. 13. 15, he would not have been %o
foolish, If we would be and grow like Jexus we CAN-
NoT be‘mmd. Jesus knew every thing. He could do
every thing. every thing wus hig, but he lnid all his hon-
ors at his Father's feet, lle ciose fishermen for his
zompanions, took little children in his arme, with a
towel wnshed his disciples’ feet. O no, you cannot be
like Jesus if you are proud. See Prov. 10.18.

THE LESSON CATECHISM
[For the entire school.]

1. What did the Lord say by Isuiah to Hezekiah when
he was gick ¢ ** Thou shalt die.”

2. When Hezekiah had rrnyed and wept, what did
the Lord then say ¢ 1 will heal thee.”

3. What sign did Hezekiah have that the Lord would
beal him ¢ The going back of the shadow.

4. Who sent letters und a present to Hezekinh when
e heard that he had been sick? The king of Babylon,

5. What did Ieaiah foretell to Hezekiah ¢ ‘N he cap
tivity of Israel,

CATECHISM QUESTION,
42. What are the actual privileges of baptized adults?
They are made members of the vig'ble Church of
Christ; snd their right, as penitent believers, to the
blessings of the Christian covenant, is sealed to them.

ANALYTICAL AND BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
Prayer and Answer,

I. Praver.
1. In trouble. Sick unto death. v. 1.
“Is any....nfMicted ¥ let him pray.” Jas, 5. 18.
2. To God. Prayed unto the Lord. v. 2.
* He shall call upon me... answer. Pea. 91. 15,
8. Bold. Remember now. v. 3.
“ Come boldly unto the thrpne.” Heb. 4. 16.
4. Earnest, Wept sore. v. 8.
“Humble yourselves... sight of the Lord." Jas.
4. 10,
II. AxsweRr.
1. Immediate, Afore lsaiah was gone out. v. 4.
“ At the beginning of....supplications.” Dan. 9. 28,
2. Direct. Word of the Lord came. v. 4.
“Fear thou not... Tam with thee." Isn, 41, 10:
8. Abundant, Heal....add....deliver. v. 5, 6.
“Thon hast delivered my soul.” Pea. 116, 8.
4, Attested, The shadow....backward. v. 11.
“ Impossible with men. ...possible with God.”

THOUGHTS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Prayer and the Divine Government,
* 1. Trouble, sickness and death come to God's serv-
ants as they come to the rest of the world, Because a
man 1s good is no reason why he should expect exemp-
tion from the flls of life. v. 1.
2. In time of trouble we should pray to God, ear-

nestly, humbly, yet boldly, telling all our griefs to him
who is ready to hear our cry. v. 2, 8.

3. Our prayers are heard by the Lord, and our tears |
are seen by him, We do not pray into the airj there
is a personal God who listens to our ery. v. 4, 5.

4. Our prayers have some relation to the divine gov-
ernment of the universe. They may not control nor
alter its working. but they enter in as a part of the
plan.  If Hezekiah had not prayed he wonld have died;
he prayed, and life was lengthened, v. b, 6.

5. God ulways gives more abunduntly than we ask,
Hezekiah asked for nothing, but only ehowed his sor-
row; God gave him life, health, deliverance, promise.
Let us not fear to tax God's liberality. v. 5, 6.

6. God unswers our prayer through means. If the
lump of figs hud not been applied, according to Isaiah’s
direction, Hezekinh would still have died, notwith-
standing the promise. We need tounite faith and effort
in our prayers. v. 7.

7. God shows us that in prayer we come to one who
is absolately almighty, and can do what seems jmpossi-
ble. All his almightiness is pledged to answer our
prayer. v. 8-11,

English Teacher’s Notes.

Tue story recorded in the passage for to-day is
mentioned three times over in the Scriptures: in
Kings, Chronicles, and Isaiah, and told in detail
twice. It was evidently one which had mude a
decp impression, and was well known and remem-
bered, besides being full of important lessons, not
only for Israel at that juncture, but for all peoyle,
through all time,

The prayer of Hezekinh was for a lengthening of
earthly life, This is a thing into which most can
enter. The love of life is natural to all, and espe-
ciully to the young, Yet we might be inclined to
ask why such a good man as Hezckinh wax filled
with grief at the approach of death, and why he
ardently desired and so earnestly prayed for re-
covery.

First, we must remember how little was revealed
before Christ came, cither of the state of the right-
eous dead or of the resurrection and the future life,
The resurrection is indeed distinetly pointed out in
many passages of the Old Testament, besides being
assumed throughout. But of a state of blessedness
for the spirit when severed by death from it« earthly
tabernacle little was known, It is from the New
Testament we learn that to be * ahsent from the
body  is, for those who are in Christ, to be * pres-
ent with the Lord,” that for such *to dic is gain,”
that they who * die in the Lord " ** rest from their
lubors” and are ‘‘blessed.” Even to a pious
Israelite a long life seemed the great thing to be de-
sired, and the words of the * Preacher” sum up the
usual idea of death in those times: ** There is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in
the geave whither thou goest.” Ecel. 9. 10,

Sczondly, we must look at the special promiscs
of long life that had been made to the obedient.
These are numerous and marked (see Dout. 4, 40;
6. 23 11. 9, 21; Psa. 91, 16; Prov. 8. 2; 4.10; 9,
10, 115 10. 27), Wehave no use to accuse Hezekinh
of boasting or presumption when he suid, that he
had * walked before” the Lord *in truth and with
a perfect heart.” He was but pleading that he had
fulfilled the conditions to which the blessings of a
long life had heen attached. And surely in this
he showed his fuith in God’s promiscs.

Thirdly, we must notice the circumstances in
which he was placed, *In those days” seems to
infer that it was at the time his kingdom was in
fuuninent peril from the Assyrinns, that he was
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“gick unto death,” and the promise of deliverance
in verse 6 implies the same thing. The Assyrian
invasion was made in the fourteenth year of his
reign, which lasted between fifteen and sixteen
years longer. There was, therefore, over and
above the natural love of life, a pressing reason
why he should desire to be raised up again, It is
in time of trouble and dangef that a wise and
pious ruler is most greatly needed, and Hezekiah
no doubt shrank from leaving his kingdom and hix
people at such a time.

But, it may be said, the prophet had brought him
a distant warning from God, that he should “di
and not live,” Ought he not to have accepted th
intimation with sul i himsel
humbly to the will of Jehovah? The answer is, thai
the Lord was not displeased. Just as, in late
times, the Syro-Phenician woman persisted in he
request, in spite of the apparent rebuke she re
ceived from the Lord Jesus, because there was that
within which encouraged her to hope; so did King
Hezekiah put up without hesitation his earnest
prayerfor life, because the known promises of God,
and the faithfulness of God, were on his side,

And so his prayer prevailed. Before Isaiah had
left the precincts of the palace he was sent back
with the answer, Inthe command to Isaiah there
is a striking recognition both of Hezekiah's ple.
and of his ci : “Go tell Hezekiah, the
captain of my people.” No such word of com.
mendation had been given to any king since
Jehovah had spoken to David as *“‘my servant”
(2 Sam, 7. 6), and had testified to his “integrity

of heart, and uprightness,” ete. 1 Kings 9. 4. Tt
was & distinet expression of the divine approval of
Hezekiah’s walk and rule. And it was also an
intimation that it was God’s good Pleuure to
restore him, since it was the “captain’s” busi-
ness to defend his people.

We learn, then, from this history,

1. That life is a valuable thing. 1t is God's good
gift, and ought to be prized. It is ingratitule to
esteem it lightly. It is sin to throw it away care-
lessly.

2. That life is a talent to be used. Hezckinh's
was used for the glory of God and the good of his
kingdom, Can we obtain a title as honorable as
his—* captain of my people?” There is one more
honorable: * Servant of all.” Mark 10. 44,

8. And yet this life is not the best thing. Christians
know of a better. To the Christian ‘it is not death
to die,” it is to be * with Christ.,” How thankfal
we should be that Christ has brought *life and
immortality to light through the gospel.”

2 Tim. 1. 10.

4, That a promise pleaded by faith will always be
honored. A young and devoted servant of Christ
was told that her earthly days were numbered. At [
first the tidings fell sadly on her ear; but she |
called to mind a promise—not the same as Heze-
kiah’s; there is no promise of long life to a Chris-
tinn—and yet te same, Psa, 91, 16: * With long
life [or, rather, length of days] will I satisfy him.”

8he pleaded that and it was honored. Her heart
was made fully satistied with the length of her
earthly days, and she gladly accepted the summons
to the more immediate presence of her Saviour,

I have no space to speak of the *‘sign” of Heze-
kiah. It will no doubt Le fully entered into in
other “notes.” Meanwhile it matters little how
we may explain it, since the Almighty One who
gave it is unlimited in his resources, and infinitely
wonderful in his working.

But there is a sud and humbling sequel to Heze-
kiah’s story. The man who had been thus wender-
fully delivered and highly honored became lifted
up, for & time, with pride, and had to be left alone
to the power of temptation to try what was in his
heart, It is not enough to “do justice and love
merey,” but most needful *‘ to walk humbly with
God.” Micah 6. 8.

Berean Methods.

Hinis for the Teachers’ Meeting and the Clans,

Notice, first, the condition of Hezehiah, sickness, dan-
ger, hix kingdom in peril, reforms incomplete, ete.. ...
2. The prayer of Hezekinh, its spirit, desire, and traite,
... 8. The answer of God, immediate, abundant (more
given than was asked for)....4. The means of restora-
tion, lump of figs; its importance....5. The sign, ite
character, purpose, explanation. Find eimilar signs
given to Moses and Gideon....6. The visitors, why
they came, political hearings of their visit, und the spirit
of Hezekiah ...7. The prediction and how it was ful-
filled. ... Illustrations of prayer answered may be called
for from the class, hoth out of Seripture and ont of ex-
perfence. ... Do notepend mnch time over the difficnlties
in this lesson, ns to what wns Hezekinh'e disease, the
gun-dial of Ahaz, the shadow going hmekward. Tonch
upon them, explain them as far n8 possible, but do not
let them become subjects of profitless debate,

References. Freevawn. Ver. 11: Sun.dials, 256, Ver.
18: Royal treasures, 857; Precious ointment, 712.

Lesson Word-Pictures,

‘What a hush there is in the chamber of the sick kina!
It seems to reach all throngh the honse. softening the
voices of the servants and stilling their steps a# they
glide about, The very wind seems to sahdue its noisy
rnsh to a sad moan through the branches of the palms
in the court-yard of the palace, But whois that moving
across the palace-court and mounting the stairway to
the king's chamber? It is the prophet Isaiah, and he
bears to the king that solemn *Thus saith the Lord:
set thine hounse in order; for thou shalt die and not
live.” O sorrowful face now turned to the wall! ** Not
yet. not yet," I« the thought in the king's heart, and his
foul in trouble reaches nfter God like the roots of
the palm-trees in the conrt after the waters of the
fountain bubbling there night and day, Hear the sob-
bing of the soul turned in angnish to the walll God
heard that cry also. Isaiah, stop! The prophet leav-
ing the king's chamber has not yet reached ‘the
middle court " when he hears God's whigper in his sonl
calting him back to the bed-side of the king. There,
with Hezeklah, he gives the assurance of recovery; on
the third day, Hezekiah shall go up unto the house of
the Lord. The remedy for the sickness? A lump of
fize.  And the pledge of recovery? Perhaps the
prophet, glancing out of the window, can see * the dial
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of Ahaz" and the shadow slowly stealing ucross it.
* Shull the shadow go forward ten degrees, or go back
ten degrees?™ asks Isaiah. ** Let the shadow return
backward,” is the request. There is a prophet's cry
going he: nward, and watch the shadow? Slowly,
steadily, it steals buckward! But who are these strange
men, with faces browned by the sun, with robes that
travel has stained, who ride one day through Jerusa-
lem's proud gate-way? With eyes that curionely watch
every novelty in the streets, they ride on until they
reach the gate-way of the king's palace and there halt,
These strangers, they are from Babylon. The king's
son has sent them, and they bring words of congratula-
tion to Hezekiah upon his wonderful recovery and offer
a gift from their master. Wus the king flattered and
thrown off his guard? Did he think, ** Babylon may be
a great city, but Jerusalem under Hezekiah is great
also?" He shows his treasures, silver, gold, spices—
all things. And what covetous eyes they may have set
on all these accumulations! They are gone now, riding
away from the proud little city on its rocky throne to
great Babylon of the North. They go and Isaiah
comes. Who ave these men? From what country?
‘What have they seen? And then comes the prediction
that the city of thestrungers shall one day absorb all
these treusures. Looking afar, he saw a band of cap-
tives filing out of Jerusalem, and among the conquerors
may have been' descendunts of the very men whose
covetous eves feasted on the treasures that Hezekiah
displayed.

Primary and Intermediate,

LessoN Tuovenr. God Answers True Prayer. To
be taught: 1.) That pain and trouble come to the good,
2.) That God hears every cry for help, and answers,
3.) That the life which God gives ought to be given to
him,

1. Ask about the good King Hezekiah, Tell that
half of his reign has passed, and now he is very sick,
Talk about sickness, und help children to imagine the
scene in the king's palace at Jerusalem when the good
king was so il and about to die. Every child will re-
member how the whole country was stirred about Gen-
eral Grant when he lay on his death-bed. Tell that
there was great anxiety now in the kingdom of Judah,
and every one was watching and hoping for good
news, Picture the coming of Ixaiah. Surely he will
bring some good word from the Lord. Give his mes-
eage, talk about the sorrow and dismay his words
bring. Teach that sickness and trouble are not sent as
a punishment for sin, but that they come to all, and
will prove the best teachers if we see God's hand in
them.,

2. Use symbol. Show piet-
ure of a high-priest offering
incense, and explain the nse of
the censer. Tell what Heze-
kiah did. He wanted to live
longer to serve Cod. His
prayer was not a selfish one.
He had served God while in
health, and now he had cour-
age to ask God to let him live longer and finish the
good work begun in his kingdom. Talk about differ-
ent kinds of prayer. Tell that God knows which are
true prayers from a true heart, and always answers
them in the best way. Teach that we should not be
discouraged if God does not give juet what we ask,
since he s sure to give the right thing,

8. Tell what God gave to Hezekiah in answer to his
prayer—fifteen years more of life. Did the fifteen

years belong to Hezekiah? Show that all our years are
God's gift, »n ! that we should use every one of them
for him. Asx how Hezekiah could use hig time for the
Lord. Help children to tell things that he could do to
help make the world better. liave children a work to
do as well as kings? Light a tiny taper; place it by the
side of a tall candle, and show that if the taper burns
all it can it is doing just us much as the candle. Tell
the story of Hezekiah's vanity and the punishment that
followed, unless thoughts already presented crowd it
out, Itis not wise to attempt too much in teaching a
lesson,

Blackboard,
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

EZEKIAH'S MISTAKE.

’AN[) X
[{EST PRIDE GET IN.

The blackhoard to-day calls attention to the mistake
of King Hezekiah in allowing his pride to make a dis-
play of his tressure, Letus each take a lesson from
this to the necessity of guarding the heart carefully and

against the of pride. The shield of
humility should ever be before each heart.

FREELY OPEN THE (EART TO GOD IN TIME
OF TROUBLE.
THE PRAYER OF THE RIGHTEOUS IS
ACCEPTABLE.
IMMEDIATE ANSWER FOR IMMEDIATE NEED.

—p—

LESSONS FOR DECEMBER, 1885,

Dec. 6. The Sinful Nation, Isa.1.1-18.

Dec. 13. The Suffering Saviour. Iea, 53. 1-12.
DEec. 20. The Gracious Invitation. Isa, 55, 1-11,
Dec. 27. Fourth Quarterly Review.

—_———————

Book Notices.

Prayer and its Remarkable Answers. Being a State-
ment of Facts in the Light of Reason and Revelation. By
William W. Patton, D.D., LL.D. New York: Funk
& Wagnalls, Thisis the twentieth edition of this work
and has two supplementary chapters; one on * The
Credulity of Skepticism,” and the other on * The Re-
lations of Science to Revealed Religion.”” The book is
areverent description of the theory of prayer, with
numerous examples ~ cited of answers to prayers
offered.

Cholera : Its History, Cause, and Prevention. By Ezra
A. Bartlett, M.D. Albany, N. Y.: H. H. Beader. It
may be rather lite in the season tospeak of the cholera,
but this little book contains some valuable information
on the subject, and has some sensible hints in reference
to the prevention and treatment of the disense.




