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TESTIMONIALS.

—— S

From the Church, January 302

We fear that we have been remiss in mnot punetually
acknowledging the receipt of three numbers of “Tne
Cu1Lp's Binre Exrositor,” by Mrs. Leonard,—which have
been issued, with characteristic neatness, from our Diocesan
Press. We have alrendy expressed our favourable opinion
of this littls work, in noticing the first number, with which
we were some time ago favoured, It contsins sauch
instruction that must be peculiarly beneficial to Sunday
School Teachers, and we should be glad to see a copy in the
hands of every one who has engaged in this interesting
department of Christian duty. The publisher will oblige
us by transmitting two copies regularly to our address.

From the Utica Gospel Messenger.

‘We have received the first three numbers of this weekly
effort to be useful. It is in the 12mo, form, neatly printed,
cach number having 12 pages besides the cover, and issues
from the press of Henry Rowsell, Toronto, U, C. We
judge that this little work will prove a useful addition to the
means of religious training. The instraction is imparted in
the way of familiar conversation, and from the specimen
before us, is aimed as well at the heart as the understanding.
YWe tender our thanks to the excellent friend who has sent
.us the numbers before us, and hope the effort will be duly
encouraged.
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THE CHILD'S

BIBLLE EXPOSITOR.

NUMBER XVIII.

Lesson from the ticenty-seventh to the thirty-seventh verse
of the fifth chapter of St. Malthew.

Mrs. Arnold—1In the lesson which you have just
repeated, our Saviour, after shewing how closely the
precepts of his law applied to the most secret thoughts
of the heart, goes on to enforce in the strongest terms
the necessity of overcoming the evil and rebellious
passions of our natures, which lead us to offend against
the holiness and purity of God even in thought. Repeat
the third and fourth verses of your lesson, Elizabeth.

Elizabeth—* Aund if thy right cye offend thee, pluck
it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell.

“And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell.”

Mrs. Arnold.—These are awful words, and cannot be
too deeply laid to our Learts. Our Saviour had been

T
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tempted by the utmost power and most insidious arts
of Satan, and was then, as he is now, “touched with a
feeling for our infirmities;”” but he laoked from the
present transient indulgence to the painful retribution
reserved for hardened and impenitent offenders, and no
language could more forcibly impress upon the minds
of his hearersthe terrors of the alternative. The manner
in which these verses are to be understood seems to be,
that if we find that by looking upon any forbidden object
our cyes are leading us to offend against God, it would
be far better for us to become blind from that moment,
than incur the risk of falling into sin and being condemned
to eternal banishment from the presence of Ilim whe is
of too pure eyes to behold iniquity. A great many of
the persons who then listened to our Saviour's words
were poor and labouring people, who earned their sub-
sistence by their own industry, and to them the loss of a
right hand would have brought poverty and want with it;
but yet our blessed Saviour, merciful, kind, and com-
passionate as he has always heen, speaks of this loss as
a very trifling misfortune indeed, compared with the ruin
of the immortal soul through the indulgence of sin. He
who knew so well the value of the never dying soul that
he consented to suffer the most painful and lingering
death, to open for us a way of salvation, tells us that it is
Letter to sacrifice a right eye or a right hand, and that
these members should perish, than that our whole body
should be cast into hell.  You all know that a very short
time ago a person in this village was in danger of losing
her life through the effects of a cancer, which had been
found incurable through any other means than an ampu-
tation; there seemed no alternative Jeft for the sufferer
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but to submit to an extremely painful operation, or to die.
You know that she availed herself of the only means jeft
of saving her life, and though she suffered very severely
at the time, she is now restored to perfect health, and
is very happy that she did not shrink from the only means
that were left her of being cured of her disease, from any
weakness and cowardice, and the dread of present pain.
You all think how very much better it was for Mrs. Lee
to endure a great deal of pain at once, than to go on day
after day suffering from a disorder which was soon to
carry her to her grave; and now do you see the application
you are to make of this circumstance to the lesson you
have been learning. It may sometimes . ppen that the
temptations which Satan throws in your way are so
powerfal, and his persuasions so insidious, that it will
require as great an effort of resolution to overcome them
as was necessary in the case we have mentioned; but
this will furnish no excuse for not resisting them, and as
you cannot do it in your own strength, you must seek it
from Him who is “mighty to save;" for you know that
“the wages of sin is death,”” and as surely as a cancer
neglected and suffered to carry on its ravages on the
human body, will at last find its way to some vital part,
and terminate the earthly existence of its victim, more
surely will indulged and unrepented sin reap the wages
of eternal condémnation. Now koowing this truth, is
it not far better to shew at least as much value for our
immortal souls as for our perishing bodies? aud if we
are ready to submit to the most painful operations to
save our lives, and to sacrifice any of our limbs in which
the seat of a mortal disease may be fixed, to purchase a
few uncertain years of earthly existence, is it not still
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more reasonable and more incumbent vpon us to sacrifice
what we value most on earth, rather than offend our God
by retaining possession of it? Now turn to the eighth
chapter of Romans, Elizabeth, and we shall find in the
cighteenth verse what was St. Paul's. opinion of the
comparison between the value of' all we can relinquish
for the sake of our duty in this life, and that which is
offered to our acceptance through our Saviour in the
world to come.

Elizabeth.—* For I reckon that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us.”

Mrs. Arnold—Read the thirteenth verse of the same
chapter, Harriet, and you will find there the same
admonition, though conveyed in different . words with
that which you have learned in your lesson.

Harriet—*For ii ye live after the flesh, ye shall die:
but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the
body, ye shall live.”

Mrs. Arnold.—W e must now pass on to the remainder
of your lesson; but we will find another direct and
important proof that our Saviour's words will only admit
of the interpretation that has been given them, for this
is always done mest unanswerably by comparing his
precepts, delivered at different times to his followers, with
each other, and in doing this we shall be struck with the
wonderful consistency which links them all together in
one holy and unchanging law. Find the eighth chaptér
of St. Mark, Lucy, and read from the thxrty-fourth to
the thirty-seventh verges.

Lucy~~*And’ when he had called the people unto
-him with his disciples also, he said unto them, Whosoever
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will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up
his cross, and follow me.

« For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel's,
the same shall save it.

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul ?

“Qr what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?*

Mrs. Arnold—The next two verses of your lesson
are intended to reprove the careless and unprincipled
manner in which the marriage tie was contracted and
dissolved, by the loose interpretation of the Mosaic law,
as admitted and inculcated by the Scribes: upon any
glight cause of disagreement or disgust, there was nothing
pecessary but that a husband should give his wifea
writing, by which he resigned all claim upon her, and
then both parties were at liberty to contract another
marriage, which might be as lightly held; while the law
of God as explained by the authority of our Saviour
prohibits these separations, except under very aggravated
circumstances of provocation and unworthiness. The
pext injunction is one which has caused some difference
of opinion between very sincere Christians, and there
are some who look upon it as so decisive that they
scruple to take the oaths required from witnessesin a
Court of Justice. These scruples, when sincere, are
deserving of respect, and therefore an allowance has been
made in the provision of the law for those who professedly
entertain them. The arguments made use of on the
other hand by equally pious Christizns against a literal
interpretation of thoe words, are so fonoded on other
portions of the Word of God, as seem to prove beyond

’ T2
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‘a question that our Saviour intended to prohibit profane
and unnecessary swearing, and all idle and irreverent
use of the name of God, or any trifing or tampering with
things sacred to him,—to remind his followers that not
only their souls but their bodies were the property of
him who gave thcm both, and that the more simple and
sincere they were in conversation or * communication’
with each other, the more consistent would be their
words with their Christian profession. It appears by
the example of St. Paul, that a solemn invocation of the
name of God to witness the truth of an assertion is not
unbecoming a Christian, or contrary to the will of Ifim
whose chosen and inspirec servant he was. Turn to the
second Epistle to the Corinthians, Amy, and read the
twenty-third verse of the first chapter.
Amy.—* Moreover I call God for a record upon my
soul, that to spare you I came not as yet unto Corinth.”
Mprs. Arnold—Another instance is found in the first
Epistle to the Thessalonians.  Find it, Susan, and rcad
the fifth verse of the second chapter.
Susan.—* For neithex at any time used we flattering
words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is
-witness.” . -
Mrs, 4rnold—Had the apostle interpreted the words
-of ‘our Saviour;as some scrupulous persons do, he would
never have been justified in using these expressions, nor
yet; as he has done in many instances, adjuring the
members of his churches to & consistent Christian course,
in the name of Jesus. We are, besides this authority
of St. Paul, led to conclude that th«re ¢can be no offence
committed against the law of God ULy the solemn pledge
of anoath between parties, who are interested in dis-



CHILD'S DIBLE EXPOSITOR. 219

eovering the truth, by finding that this method of settling
disputed questions was not only allowed, but commanded
by God himself, through his servant Moses. Look for
the twenty-second chapter of Exodus, Mary, and read
the tenth and eleventh verses,

Mury.—* If a man deliver unto his neighbour an ass,
or an ox, ora sheep, or any beust, to keep; and it die,
or be hurt, or be driven away, no man seeing it :

“Then shall an oath of the Lord be between them
both, that he hath not put his hand unto his neighbour’s
goods; ax< the owner of it shall aceept thcreof and he
shall not make it good.”

Mprs. Arnold—In the beautiful prayer of Solomon,
at the dedication of the temple to the service of the
Most High, we find the custom of taking oaths, as in
the presence of God, mentioned without any expression
of disapprobation, provided they be taken with a clear
conscience, and strict regard to truth and justice. Find
the eighth chapter of the first book of Kings, Charles,
and read the thirty-first and thirty-second verses.

Charles.—“If any man trespass against his neigh-
bour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to
swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this
house:

“Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy,
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon
his head; and justifying the righteous, to give him
according to his rightcousness.”

Mrs. Arnold—These instances, and many others
which may be found in the scriptures, prove that our
Saviour's prohibition extended to careless and needless
oaths, taken without a duc sense of their solemnity, and
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the use of unnecessary asscverations and pledges in
common conversation. Every Christian must lament
that so sacred and solemn a pledge should ever be exacted
as a mere matter of form in common business transactions,
or except in cases where it is unavoidably necessary, and
that it should be administered or taken lightly, without
due preparation and deep reverence and strict self-
examination. Every precaution should be taken, that
by no possible error arising from want of knowledge, or
from any unfair prejudice or partiality, or from regard
for our own ioterests, or those of our friends, we should
ever fall into the awful guilt of calling God to witness
that which is not strictly true. Those who take the
oaths required, and those who administer them, skould
keep in view the solemn nature of the transaction, and
think seriously of the value of the soul which is pledged
to the truth of that which is sworn to. This admonition
of our Lord should also make us all very careful not to
acquire a habit of using evem strong expressions in
comersation, though they may not seem to include any
allusion to sacred things. It would indeced be well for
the Christian world, if all its members were so free from
reproach that a simple asseveration—a yes or no—would
suffice at once to set any question at rest; and whatsocver
is more than this, clearly springs from many evil causes,
—the frequency of duplicity and deception—the careless
breaking of promises—the thuughtless trifling with truth,
and selfish disregard of the interests of others, where
they are in any respect opposed to our own. Had not
this evil existed in the buman heart in the early days of
the Mosaic dispensation, the solemn pledges required
by the law would have been ncedless, and the commu-
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nication between man and man might have been simple
and sincere, and suf.cient without them. 7The Jews
were in the habit of common and profane sweariug,
without being taught by their instructors that they were
guilty of an offence, in any loose or innucent expression,
or in trifling with things sacred, uniess they broke a
positive oath pledged to the Most High. They swore
by heaven and by the earth—by Jerusalem, and by their
own heads; but our Saviour reproves all these expres-
sions, and explains that they are all beyond the power
of any human being, and the property of God himself,
so that none of his creatures have a right to trifle
profanely with them—that heaven is the throne of the
Most Iligh, and the earth his fuotstool—that Jerusalem
is his own city, and that their own persons were formed
by him, and subject to his power, and therefore it was
idle and profane to swear by any part of them.

And now, my dear children, it is time to consider
what profitable instruction you may derive frow the long
lesson you have committed to memory in the last week.
You must by no means be cuntent with learning the
words, without carefully laying to heart the instruction
they ave intcnded to convey, and endeavouring to esta-
blish £ yourselves a rule of action which shall have the
bible and the bible only for its standard. You have
learned, what indeed every scripture.lesson is calculated
to teach you, that pot your outward actions only, but
the jumost thoughts of your hearts, are to be regulated
by the law and word of God; and that it. is far better
and safer to sacrifice what is as dear to jou as a right
eye, or a right hand, or even the eye or the hand itself,
than continue in a course of indulged. and .wvorerentant

oo ey
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sin; and remember, that even if pardoned at the last,
through the mercy and goodness of God, through re-
pentance and heartfelt sorrow, for Christ’s sake, yet the
memory of a wilful transgression of the commandments
of God, must be in itsclf a bitter punishment to any but
a hardened and heartless offender; and that a very short
subjection to the dominion of Satan, in the indulgence
oftevil passions, may be a source of grief and sorrow to
the last moment of your lives. But as the infirmities of
our nature will cling to even the most faithful and devoted
followers of Cbrist, while they continue on earth, and not
a day passes in which some evil temper or rebellious
passion does not interpose in some way or another with
the peaceful serenity of a Christian course of life, it is
consolatory to trace in the admissions of the most fuvoured
servants of God, the proof that they have been tried and
hindered in their progress, even as those of the present
day. And we may find in the writings of the apostles,
that they too rested all their hopes on the merits and

. mediation of Jesus Christ, and not on any obedience or
piety of their own. St. Paul, who was the chosen ser-
vant of God, and who may be considered as the most
perfect example of holiness that was ever shewn by any
mere human being, laments again and again the strength
of those evil propensities by which he was encumbered.
Look for the seventh chapter of the epistle to the Romans,
Amy, and read from the cighteenth verse to the end of
the chapter.

Amy.—“For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,)
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present with me;
but how to perform that which is good I find not.

“For the good that I would I do not: but the evi
which I would not, that I do.
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“Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that
do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.

I find then a law, that, when I would do good, evil
is present with me.

“For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:

“But Lseeanother law in my members, warring against
the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the
law of sin which is in my members.

“Q wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me
from the body of this death ?

] thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord. So
then with the mind I myself serve the law of God; but
with the flesh the law of sin.”

You must not fail to remark in this passage, the
distinction that is made between indulged and unrepented
sin and that which is felt to be the burden and the
hindrance of a Christian's life, and that you mnay ncither
presume on the one hand nor despond on the other,
youmust carefully examine yourselses to beware whether
with St. Paul you can say with sincerity that you “delight
in the law of God,” though you may be unable, through
the infirmity of your nature, to live constantly in accord-
ance with its holiness and purity—if so, you will often
be led to exclaim as he did, “O wretched man that 1
am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death "
and to be thankful that, through Jesus Christ our Lord,
a deliverance has been provided, and you may then think
with hope and comfort of those words which you will
find at the ninth verse of the tenth chapter of Romans,
and with which we will close your lesson for to-day.

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised
him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”
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J. B. Ewart, Esq. do “ Thos. Parkinson, do

Dr. Jas. Hamilton, do ¢ Marsh,

Mrs, Crooks, West Flamboro®. John'| H'mkms, do

Thomas McCrac, Esq., Chatham, Rev. G. Mortimer, Thornhill.

Mrs. D. McGregor, do Rev. A. N. Bethune, Cobourg (2)

-—— Read; Esq do rs. W. Boulton,

Mrs. Stephen Brown, Smmford Ars, C. H. Morgan, do

Miss Wilson, ev. Sam'l- Armeur, Rector of Cavan

Miss Morrison, Mrs: 8. Kirkpatrick, Peterboro’

Rev. G. C. Street, Emilv (2 copies){Mrs. Fraser, Vittoria

E. Ermatinger, Esq., P.D., St|Miss Lucy O. Jellett, Port Hope.
Thomas Mrs. G. Ward, do

Mr. S. Burwell, St. Thomas Rev. E. Denroche, Bmcl\ville

Rev. M. Burnham,  do Mrs. Glasford,

Mr. G. Millar, do Mrs. T. D. Campbell, do )



Chas. Edw'd Leonard Esq. Syduey,
Cape Breton

Rev. E. Cusuck, Gaspé Basin, (2)

Lady Harvey, Government House,
Fredericton, N. B.(4 copics)

Aleyn Charles Evanson, Esq., Rose-
mount, New Brunswick

Mrs. Evanson, Sussex Vale, N. B.

Mr. T. Furnace, do do
Mrs. J. A. Reeve, do do
Rev. H. N, Arnold, do
Capt. Thos. Beer, R. N do
Mrs. W. Arnold, do
Mr. Isaac Foshay, do
“  H. McMonigh, do
«  John King, do
* Daniel Sheck, do
* Wm, McLeod, do
Lt. Col Wetmore, Norton, do
Mrs. E. 8. Jarvis, St. John's, do
Mrs Wheeler, do do
W. H, Street, Esq. do do
Mrs. W. H. Street. o do
Miss Wilmot, Belmonut, do
Mirs. Barbarie, Norton, do

Mrs. Hamah Chamberlain, Pearl-st,
Butlalo.
Miss £ Barlow, Main-st. Buffalo,

Mr. Peter loffman, do. do.
Mr. Charles Esslingen, do. do..
Mr. Win, Glennie, do.  do.

Miss Cutler, South Division-st. do.

Mrs. Taylor, do. do.
Rev. W, Shelton, D.D. do.
Selah Barnard, Esq. do.

Miss Mitlar, Loug Island, N. J.

itev. R. Flood, Delaware,
Rev. A. Elliott, Tusearora.
Rev. D. E. Blake, Adelaide

Mrs. Blake, do

C. al, Esy., Westminster

T. K. Carcy, Esq. do

Mablon Burwell, Esq., Port Talbot,
Rev. S. Givins, Nap'mcc.

Rev. John Grmr, Belleville. (2)

A. Menzies, Esq., .M. do

Rev. G. Graham, Palermo.

Rev. Dr. Philtips, Etobicoke

Rev. J. Gibson, Georgina.

Jas. Ingersol, qu. }‘.M..]ngersol
Mrs. \I.lr:h West Oxford, do

Hon. G. . Street, Frederictondo

Mrs. Street, du o

Miss F. M. Street, do ’

Mrs. Thom, do do

Rev. G 8. Jarvis, ]) ., Rector of
Shediac, N. B. (2 copies) !
Rev. F. W. D. Gray. A.M., Rector!
of S$t. Johus, N. I3. (2 copivs) I

Rev. William Harrison, Rector of)}
Portiand, N. B.

Rev. Alexawder Campbell, Rector,
of George Towa, N. B. (2 (‘Oplco)

Asa D«udwn, Esq., High Sherst!
King’s County, N. B.

Mrs. Ralph Jarvis, St.John’s, N. B.|

«J. Ambrose Strect, Esq., M.P. P,
Miramichi, N. B,

tion. Hugh Johlnston, M.P.P. St.
John's, N. B.

J. M. Connell. Esq., M.P.P. Wood-
stack, N. B

1L F. Parlton, .]uq M.P.P. Ormuc-:Rev. Dr. Bethune,

too, Fredericton, N. B.
A. Rankin, Esq., M.P.P. Northamp-
ton, N. B.

J. N. Wilmot, Esq., M.P.P. Bel- Rev. R. R. l!urn"c.
Thomas Trigge, ¥sq.

mount, Fredericton, N. B.
Charles P. Wetinore, E«q., Clerk of
the House of Assembly, Frederic-

ton, N. B.

Bible and Religious Book and Tract Mrs, Col. Taylor,
(6) Rev. J. L. Alexander, Leeds, L. C.

Depository, Haiifax, N. S.
Rev. C. L. Shreve, Guysboro’, N. S.
Hon, Junes Gordon, Amhcrs!burgh
Lewis G. Gordon Esq. do
Mrs. Smith, Paris, U.C.

IRev. E

Rev. M. l):nrn;. Rector of Perth.

Mrs. Graham, Perth

Mrs, Morris, ~ do

M.alcolin Camcron Fsq. Port Sarnia

Miss Anne Richardson, Sandwich,

Rev. R. F. Camplell, Goderich

Tohn Strachan, Esqg.  do.

v. M. Boomer, Galt.

Mr. George Menzies, Woodstock

Mrs. H. W. T'ims, Port Robinson

Rev. A. Eliot, Tuscarora, Brantford

Mr. A. L. Wilson, do (2)

J. Boswell, Carleton-place,
(2 copies)

chry Wynyard, Esq., Depty. Asst.
Adjt. Gen., Montreal, (2 copies.)

Post Master General, Montreal, (2)

".\Irﬁ Ogden, do

Mrs. Plenderleath Christie, do

Rev. Mr. Willoughby, do
do
Mrs. Richardson, do

Rev. George Mackie, Quchcc.
Mrs. J. B, I‘ursrth
do

do

Rev. W, King, Robinson, L. C.
Rev. R. Anderson,New Ireland, L.C.
Rev. W. Arnold, St. John's, L. C.
do do

Miss Becher, Farcham, Hampshire,
England

Jas. Shorland Esq., Surgeon, 96th

Regt. Chatham, England



