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MARCH, 1858.

CANADA—EAST AND WEST.

There is no subject which claims a Jarger share of public attention at preqe!\g
than the relation of the two parts of the United Province of Canada to oné

* snother, A suspicion is abroad in both sections that the interests of the
~ one are pot identical with those of tho other. Like the Frog in the fable,
© oach is disposed alternately to say io the other, * What is sport to you is death

tome” Such astate of things is certainly to be regretted, and must be a source
of anxiety to every patriot. We cannot shut our eyes to the fact that in almost
every department of our polity the East and the West are at present in anfor- -
‘tunate rivalry. In matters of commerce, public works and navigation, this is
very evident, “The West cannot get a handful of the public money for works of
general utility or for the development of its vast resources, but the East must,
whether it needs it or not, claim a proportionate share, and so on vice versa. In
politics, as well as in matters material, we find the same intense rivalry between
West and East. The expansive and progressive spirit of the West chafes at
the contracting and conservative spirit of the East. The principles which are
thought suitable for the regulation of the public administration in the West are
“all but repudiated in the East. The great political question of the day, namely,
that of “ Representation by Population,” is one that will undoubtedly give rise

| toa prolonged and acrimonious conflict. On this matter the West is unani-

: -mous, whereas the East, so far as the power and influence of the priests are
! “concerned, will give a strenuous opposition to such a concession. That the East

; ‘'must yield to the unanimous determination of the West is very likely. If it
" were wise it would do so gracefully as an act of justice and not of compulsion.
‘This great question once settled, it is obvious that the vigour and intelligence
of the West will exert a greater influence on the general legislation of the
‘country than they have yet done. We may then expect the inauguration
:‘of 2 more liberal and patriotic policy than has been hitherto possible with the
; “existing legislative arrangements of the two sections of the country. We may
er note as rivalries in our public affairs the local and sectional interests

K
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which bristle like thorus throughout the Province. Have we not constantly
under political discussion the speeial interests and exigencies of Quebee
Montrea!, Otinwa, Toronto, Hamilton and London? So warmly and keenly
do the partisans of each enforce its special claims that a strar  : amongst ug
would bo tempted to think that unless these were instantly conceded thy
whole colony would go to ruin. But no one necd be alarmed at these honest
ebullitions of zeal for local advantages. They indicate the commercial and
politieal life of our people. 'We muy be suro that as population increascs ang
the waste places which lic between important centres of commerde are filled up
with intell'gent settlers, a process of nationalization will go on that will almost
if not altogether efface these lo al rivalries and conflicts.  But it is not our ol
ject to discuss at large these political questions; we simply and by way of in.
troduction to another subject note them as phenomena of the present timg,
There is another antagonism, far more potent than uny we have mentioned as
existing between the Last and the West, and which, upless its influence in this
section be promptly sirest d, bids fair to embroil us in serivus contlicts for ages,
To this we would inviteithe special-attention of our readers.

The antagonism to which we refer is that between the Roman Catholicism of
the East and the Drotestantism of the West. It is evilent that in this matter
both sections are pulling in npposite directions.  The East wants to bring the
Waest, if possible, under the mesmeric influenco of the Z’apal priesthood, while
the West is (may it cver continue to be) equally determined not to be holden by
any such witchery. The Eastern Papacy wants two things—one of which is the
status quo in its own section of the Province ; the other, that as much public
‘countenance and support as possible may be obtained for the * Roman Cere-
monies” in ths West. For the success of these two objects the whole political
policy of the priesthood will be shaped. For thuse reasons they successfuly
defeated the General Corporation Act of last session.  i"or the same ends they-
are prepared to sell their political influence to any party. A government sup
ported by the influence of the priests in this country is not one to which the liber-
ties of this free people can be safely entrusted.  For some years having nothing
to trouble them in their own quarters, the priests have been working and in-
trigning with all their zeal and craft to obtain a share of the public funds for
the establishment of their religious schools in the West. 1t is felt by them that
unless separale, or rather sectarian schools are obtained for their special benef
in the West, they may bid farewcll to the progress of their Church. Theit
religion cannot stand the 1'ght of a liberal education any more than it can the
light of an open Bible. Such being the certain result of the common school
system of the Weat, our friends there need not wonder that the priess
regard the question of separate school as one of life or death to “heir fiith.
‘Were the common schools of the West designed for the teaching of the Protes-
tant religion then it would be reasonable that the Roman Catholic should not
be taxed for their maintenance, or that his children should not be compelled to
attend them. But such is not the case. Their objiet is to make intelligent
citizens by imparting to the young a knowledge of letters and figures, without
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reference to any religious dogma. This may not be the best possible system of
oducation, but in the present divided state of religivus parties it is the orly one
on which national education can be conducted. If the Roman Catholic thinks
this n godless system he is under no compulsion to patronise it ; ho is at liberty
to institute schools to his own liking, none making him afraid. DBut it comes to
bo a different question when he demands a large share of the public tax to
maintain his own religious institutions. It is not another literature he wishes
to teach but @ rcligion. Thix is the true state of the case.  This is claiming for
Popery the po-ition of an established church, a thing which the West uiterly
repudiates both in principle and practice. If the Roman Catholic is permitted
to tench his religion at the public exnense, with what justice can the same claim
be refused to the DPresbyterian, Episcopalian, or Methodist? Are there any
reasons of justice and right that can be urged by the former which may not
equally be urged by the latter?  To grant, therefore, to the Romanist the &ind
of separate schools which he demands is virtually to destroy the noble common
school system of Canada West, of which her people are so justly proud. This is
a result to which we trust they will never consent.  If they do, they will botray
the cause of truo liberty and progress equally in the E st aud in the West,

Why is it that our western brethren are leaving their adversaries in the Eust
in peaceful possession of their special immunities and usuwrpud poweris?  Why
is not a demand made that the common scheols of the East shall no longer be
mirseries of the Roman Catholic religion? It isa great delusion for our western
brethren to suppose that there is no State religion or State Church in this part of
the Province. Let them but come and look over our land, and upon every School
with few Protestant exceptions, they will find the Cross and not unfrequently the
Virgin and child, the symbhols of Popery, conspicuously enshrined. The teachers
in these institutions are chiefly priests, friars and nuns. The whole system of the
popish idolatry is tanght to the pupils. The books u~ed ave all of thein of & papist.
ical character. In the peculiar dogmas of their church the children are carefully
trained, every means beirg used to prejudice their minds against what the
priest considers the pernicious protestant faith, Into these nunneries and
popish institutions the priests and the religious order avow their willingness to
receive the children of protestants, promising not to interfere with their religion,
but in every instance which has come under our observation in which protest-
ant children have been sent to popish institutions, insidious and plansible
means have been skilfully used to seduce them into the practices of the Roman
idolatry. In inany cases such efforts have been too successful, and in all the
effect of contact with the system has been according to the pr.verb which says
“Evil communications corrupt good manners.,” This State establishment of
Roman Catholicism is an evil of which Protestants have good reason to com-
Plain. Tt pertains not only to the Schools, but it extends to the Churches as
well. In this part of the Province the priests have power to tax the adherents
of their religion in their parishes for the erection of splendid parish Churches,
They have also legal powers to levy a tithe on all the grain that is grown by
their people, for the support of the p'i sts; even beans and peas are not exempt-
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ed. This impost hangs we believe liko a weight upon tho necks of the French
speaking people. It hins the cffect of stifting their agricultural entorprise, Tt
leads them 1o hoard and conceal their wealth instead of using it in industrial
pursuits. No greater boon could be conferred upon the people of Lower
“anada than the abolition of this eccl2sinstical impost. Why should not the
Roman Catholic Church be placed on the same footing for its support as the
other Churches of the Province? DProtestants trust to the liberality of their
people for the maintenance of their pastors.  Why should it be otherwiso with
the Roman Church? Treaty rights entered into at the time of tho conquest
may perthaps boe pleaded for these speeial immunities. For such a reason we
can conceive that Britain, so long as she was the absolute governor of the Dro-
vince, might feel it incumbent upon her not to abolish thesc practices. But
now that the peoplo have taken the government upon themselves they surcly
may relinquish or modify at will, without foreign intervention, whatever rights
they may possess in virtue of ancient treaties. There is surely no reason why our
Legislature may not prohibit the priests of tho Roman Church from supporting
their religion by the compulqory taxation of their people. Let then the West
carry the war into the enemy’s camp. Thereis, we trust, some Protestant in onr
chrls]aturc bold enough to brmg in a Bill annually till the object is gained. In
such an endeavour he would meet with much sympathy and encouragoment
from multitudes of the French speaking people and from all uncorrupted
Protestants in the East.

We further require the vigilance of our Protestant legislators in the West to
protect our Christian privileges from legal invasion. In the matter of ecclesiastical
corporations we trust they will never consent to permit any such, much less
those got up in the interest of Rome, to hold lands in mortmain for purposes of
revenue. We have far too much of this already. It istime that all corporations
should be prohibited from holding land for any other purpose than that of
direct use. It is cheoring to find that the legislature has made a stand on this
question; it is to be hoped that nothing will induce it to resile from its
position.

There is only onc other matter in which we certainly need the aid of our
western brethren, and that is the preservation of our Holy Sabbath, The
Jesuits teach their pupils deliberately to violate the sanctity of that day to
an extent that will scarcely be credited. Games and sports of all kinds are
indulged in, and bands of music perambulate their play grounds, to the great
snnoyance of their Protestant neighbours, Even theatrical entertainments are
practised with the sanction of the priests. In these respeets matters are becom-
ing \worse instead of better. Legislation it is true has already done something to
check Sabbath profanation in the East. By the persistency of an honorable ess°
tern member of the Council, an Act was obtained a few years ago abolishing the
practice of Sheriff sales at Church doors on the Sabbath day. So far this was
good, but it would appear that something more is yet wanted. A kind of Sab-
bath desecration akin to the other has recently been authorised by law in the
East, In the “ Agricultural Association Act,” for example, 20 Vict, sect. 48
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chap. 40, it is enacted * That whosoover shall bave to givo public notice shall
afier having signed or attested it in the presonceo of two witnesses cause it to bo
read and posted for two consecutive Sundays at the principal door of the parish
Church or chapel or other place of public worship in the parish or township, at
the issue of Divine scrvice in the morning.” Nearly the same words are used in
the * Municipal and Rond Act,” 18 Vict.,soct. 8, chap. 100, and in seet. 76 it is
cnacted that a penalty of £2 shall be inflicted on those whe shall tear down or
efface thoso sccular noticos so offensively posted on Church doors. The same
law applics to intimations of Sherifs sales. The evil of these obnoxious prac-
tices is not felt by Protestants in thoso places in which there are Roman Catho-
lic parish Churches.  But in the townships, where there aro no such Churches
such public profanation of the Lord's day is felt by both ministors and people to
be an intolerable nuisance. Ono minister in tho East says that on two occasions
hately intimations of Sheriff’s sales, in French and English, were made at our
Church door on the Sabbath morning as the congregation dismissed. The post-
ing of bills upon church doorsis a desecration of the sanctuary bad enoungh, but to
make the assembling of Goil's worshipping people on the Sabbath day nn ocea-
sion for intruding upon them by law, notices of a kind that are in themselves
sometimes offensive, and at such a time always contrary to the command of God,
this is surely * framing iniquity by a law,” and interfering with the sncred hiberty
of worship. All this we suffer from our contact with Popery. The sanctity of
the Sabbath has no place in its doctrines or practices.  Aftor morning mass the
Romanists may spend the Sabbath as . hey please. Buying and selling on that day
do not appear to them violations of God's law. Hence it is that under the influ-
ence of French lnwyers and legislators, practices obnoxious to Protestant feelings
and to the liberty of Protestant worship find a place in our laws.  'We want some
eagie-cyed Protestant representative in Parliament, who will make it his special
business to scrutinize overy bill for the East and see that it contains nothing
derogatory to Protestant interests, We trust also that during the coming Ses-
sion & successful effort will be made to obtain the repeal of those obnoxious
daus s to which we have referred.  For this and kindred purposes we are con-
filent that we shall not invoke the aid of our Western brethren in vain,
Whatever be the present issuo of these conflicts which we have noted, we
trust that the idea of a repeal of the Union will not for a moment be entertained
by the people of the West. A dispensation of Providence is committed to them
a8 regards the East from which they are not at liberty to shrink, What-
ever may be the difficulties of their alliance with this Popish section of the
country, it is their part to battle with them, confident that ere long they will tri-
umph. The maintenance of the Union or annexation to the United States are
the probable alternatives upon which the liberties and progress of Canada East
depend.  The latter would be regarded by most of us as a calumity, but yet
greatly preferable to that of being handed over to the tender mercies of Popish
tranny.  Our liberties, civil and religious, together with the future prosperity
and greatness of our country depend under Providence, on the political union

ofthe East and West, and the gradual assimilation of both into one free nation-
ality,
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MODERN RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.

Wo live in an ago of associations, Almost every one wa know is & prosident,
or vice-president, or seere’ary, or manager of a society—or at the very least, 5
moamber of committee. Business and pleasure, sicnce and art, nationality and
philanthropy, all have their organizations and insticidons. 1L is not strange
that religious zeal should adopt the same modes of manifestation.  Aecordingly
a murked feature of Protestant Christendom is the multipheation of socicties fur
religious as well as ceducational and charita’ Jo objects.  The most popular of
theso are the associations which unite in their membership and wanagement
Chivistian men conuectad with various denominalions or departments of the Visj-
ble Church. In Canada these associations attract so much attention, and wield
so grent an influcuce, that we feel it a duty to wateh their tendencies, and form
an estimate of their value and work.

The union aimed at in the societies to which we refer is manifeatly a reactim
against the denominational disunion of the Church.  Pious men, impatient of
seclarian confinement. and sometimes disposed to undervalue all ecclesiastieal
distinctions, have rejoic-d to meet one another, and ficely co-operate in Bible,
Pract, and Missionary Societies. Joyfully theso organizations are hailed as
uniters of the Churches, and their committze-rooms and platforms are celebrated
as the meeting-ground of all evangelical Christians.

It must also be obvious to t.¢ candid inquirer, that many of the societies in
question havoe taken rise fiom the defective organization of various Protestant
Churches, It pertains to the Church to conduct missions at home and abroad;
and churches seripturally constituted and governel, as these which follow the
Presbyterian model, find no difficulty in carrying forwarl all their missionary
work, without recourse to special socicties for the purpose. It is not so with the
Prelatic, and Independeat Churches. They cannot, in their church capacity,
undertake and manage missionary enterprises—and therefore form societies,
either on a denominational, or on a general basis.  Of the former class are the
Church Missionary Society, the Society for the propagation of the Gospel, and
the Colonial Missionary Sucicty—of the latt.r are (in theory at least) the Lon-
don Missionary Society, and the American Buard of Commissioners for Foreign
Miss'ons. Everywhere the So.dctics will be found especial favorites with evan-
gelizal Episcopalians, and Indepen lents—including Congregationalists and Bap-
tists—for they are especiully nee Hul to these denominations, because of the de-
foctive character of their ecclesiastical machinery.

From whatever causes they liave originated, the general or Catholic Sucieties
have unquestionably done a good and great work in the present age, They
have infuced mu-h inter-lenominational intercourse and friendshup.  They
have nourishe! that dispusitivn to magnify asreements rather than uifferences,
and to recoznize the chris jan faith and labors of those who do not in all par-
ticalars ¢ follow with us’—of which the Evangelical Alliance has been the formal
public expressi.  They have also accomplished many things for the name of
the Lord Jesus, By societies so vonstituted, the Bible has been tiauslated into
many languazes, and circulated in miliions of copies over the world; an im-
mense supply of sound religious literature in books and tracts has been provided
in many tonzues; and home an | foreizn missions have been greatly multiplied
and enlarged. We need enter into no prouf of these statements. They are per-
feetly well known to all ivho have any a.quaintance with evangelical movements
of the pesent century. :

It has thus become the mode to pour out on these societies the warmest
eulogiums, and to hold them up as the greatest and brightest hopes of Christen:
dom. We sec a danger of excess in this direcidon, and are of opinion that the




THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER. n

Bacieties, whilo duly supported and encouragad, should never be exempt from
the reviaw of friendly criticism.  With all their merits, they appoar to us fairly
open to such stricturcs as the following @

1. As guardians and publishers of trath, they are not reliable, unless carefully
watehed. It appesra to us an arrangeme © invo ving no small rick, that the
rescrvation of the English Bible, and the translation of tha scriptures into al-
most all th= languages of men, should be entrusted to the committees of the two
great Bible Socicties in London and New York.  Weo know that the Apocry-
hal baoks would have been published to any extont in the sacred velume, by
the British and Foreign Suciety, if tho Scattish Presbyterians had not raised an
aritation ngainst them. And wo alao know, that tho American Society has
anty boen prever‘ed by a similar step on the part of Awmerican Presbyteiians,
from aseumning to altor and amend the authorized version of the seriptures. The
Bible Societics have brcome moro than publishers: they arv extensive transia-
tors, and have ventured to be editors of the Word of Gol.  Aud this great, al-
most irresponsible power is confided to their commitiees by the FProtestant
Church, without any guarautes of the competency of the committres to manago
sich momentous interests. At present, Pcrlmps, no great risk is incurred 5 but
at any moment difficultics may arise. For exawmple, the British and Colonial
Churches may sce ground to favour a eareful revision of the present English
version by a commission of great Biblical sclolara ; but such n measure would be
goutly resisted and perlinps pravented by the officers of the Bible Society, be-
cause tiey aro unwilling to depreciate in value their large stock in hand of the
pesent version, and beeause they have required all versions into fureign lan-
guages, prepared and published at the Socie'y's expense, to be conformed to tho
authorized English Bible as a standard  The wisdom of this last measure is
very questionable ; and whether it has been well orill judged, it serves to illus-
trate the formidablc power wiclded by the Bible Soiety, and to show the ne-
cessity for & watchful inspection of their pro -cedings by the rotestant Churches.

The London Tract Scciety, so far ns we are aware, has been faithful to its
trust, and has published a sound and edifying literature.  But the American
Tract Society, pla -ed in circumstances of much greater difficulty, has bren proved
guil'y of altering and garbling va'uab'e works, in order to maintain silence on
the subject of slavery; and has lnst the confidence of these who think that a
great national Religious Society should not be afinid to name the great nationsl
seandal and sin.

2. As missionary organieations, the so-called ‘Catholic Socicties’ are inevi-
table promoters of sectarianisn.  This may appear to some a hazardous ssser-
tion, bt it is borne cut evervwhere by facts. Ilome nud ity mission waork,
prosecuted by socicties of the character referre ] to, almost always falls into the
hands of azents connected with the smal'er and more isolated sects, and results
not in reinlorcing and augmenting any of the principal Protestant Churches, but
in forming, ap urt from tl:am, new centres of sectarian influence. It may sound
very liberal to cry—* No matter what denominational influence or system such
‘union’ missions extend, if the Gospel is preached to the neglected and poor ™
But this liberal cry is really shal'ow and unwi-e. The interests of the Gospel,
anl the cause of human salvation, are bound up in no small measare with a
right ecclesiastical and doctrinal organisa'iou : and we have both a right and a
duty to take heed, that, in supporting Catholic Missionary Sucicties, we are not
iavolved in promoting those very ten lendies which our Presbyterian Church is
bound to counteract and resist. .

Foreign mission work, conducted by a ¢ Catholic” Society,’ follows the same
course, and promotes Independency. The Lond.'n Missionary Society, organised
on this basis, and offering to employ missionaries of various denominational
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viowr, hns long Loen, to all intents and purposes, a ¢ Congregational’ Imstitn.
tion. The American Board of Commissioners for Foraign Missions has strongly
developed similar proclivities, and is in the hands of tho Congregatinnalists
and n portion of the Now School Presbyteriana, Tho writer of this anicle
has been assured by an eminont Foreign Mirsionary, whe long served under the
American Board, that the Secretary, Dr. Anderson, quietly shaped and governed
the various missions, a0 as to further the interests of Independency.  When the
Dutch Reformed Missionaries, in a district of India, proposed to set up their
Prosbytorian governmont, and form themselves into a ‘classis,’ this ¢ Cathalic’
Saciety hindered them. The Duteh Reformed Chureh has aecordingly rosolved
to support anl managoe its own Forcign Missions, as every 1'rexbyterinn o1 other
well-governed Churel should do.

3. Multiplied as the religious Societics now nre, they tond in some respents
to weaken the Church. When one begins to take a decidedly religious
position, and to show a desira to make hunself usoful in tho community, he is
rlnnctl on the committees of two or three Socicties, and so drawn away fram
his first and propor sphere of activity in the Church. Complaint is somotimes
most unjustly made that the Churches are unenterprising and inactive; merely
bocause the enaigrics of sq mauny are called off from their dutics as Church-officers
and Church-members, to manage the religious socicties. Let the samo thought
and prayer and z:al be given to religious objeets within the Church, and the
work aimed at, will, we sro confident, be more thoroughly done, and resulls of
a far more permanent and satisfactory character reached, than under the present
system of furining a new Society for every department of Christian usefulness.

We may have expressed ourselves very imperfectly, but we are confident
that we have monted several points that require the attention of enlightened
Christian men.  We mean not at all to imply, that the Catholic Societies
are unworthy of confidence and support; but we perceive a great and
growing neeessity that they should not be so multiplied as to cripple tho proper
movements of the Chureh, and that they should be confined in their objects to
those departments of relizions usefulness which experience has shown them to
bo best fitted to occupy.  We must alsc venture to recommend that a watchful
eye be kept on these Sorieties, and a consfant influenco exerted over them, by
those Churches whose sympathy and support and implied approval are essential
to their continued existence.  The absence of this leaves room for the operation
of sectarian influences, which are constantly degrading and weakening the evan-
gelieal Protestant Church.

AN ESTIMATE OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY.

Tae internal life of every God-fearing man from the beginning of the world
has been that of self-deninl and holiness. For this the first converts to the
Christian faith wero conspicuous.  The sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's
Supper were regarded by them as covenants to abstain from every vice
and to cultivate every virtue. The younger I’liny bears testimony that they
bound: themselves by mutual obligation not to commit theft, robbery, adultery or
Sfraud. Their mutual love was the almiration of the heathen, “behold,” ssid
they, “/%ow these Christian love one another.” They were equally well known
for their works of tharity. Everywhere throughout the empire in apostolis
times they ma-e collections for the poor saint> during the famine which prevailed
in Judea. Their hospitality was unbounded. The house of a Christian was
the home of his brethren. The care of providing for the stranger, the poor,
the sick, the old, the widow, the orphan, and thoss imprisoned for their faith,
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devolved upon tho whole members of the Chureh,  The Christian matron eape-
cially was expected to dischavge much of thin work. *What heathen” nays
Tertullian, * will suffer his wife th go about from onn atreet to another to the
honses of atrangers. and to the meanest hovels to visit the brethrent” He ae-
connts it among the felicities of a marriagy between Christiane, «that the wifo
is at liberly to vidt the sick, and relievo the needy, and ix never straitened or

rplexed in the beatowment of charity.”  Large aumas too wero contributed by
the Churches for tho ranrom of brethren who had been carried captive by bac-
barians.

And not only towards ona another wera these charities shown, the heathen,
even their perrecutors, wero also the objects _” their Christinn solicituide. Euse-
bins relaten that “during a eontagious sicknens nt Alexandria, while the hew-
then fled from their deatest friends, cast the half-dead into tho streets, and loft
thein unburied, the Christian reganled it as a special trial and exercice of their
faith.  They waited on the sick without thinking of themselves, readily minis-
wring to their wants, for Christ sake cheerfully giving up their own lives.”

In Carthage *we arc informed by Cyprian™ that the Christians distingnished
themeelves by their disintorested conduct during the pestilenco which ravaged
North Africn in the reign of Gallus.  The Pagans deserted the sick and dying.
The strents were covered with dead bodies which none dared to touch. Ani-
mated by the fatherly counsels of Cyprian, their pastor, the members of tho
Church quickly divided the work ameng them. The rich gave of their sub-
stanee, the poor contributed their labour, and in a short time the bodies which
filled the streets wero buried, and the city delivered from the danger of further
infection.

Christianity both mitigated and abo'ished the curso of slavery. It restored
the equality of man which heathenism had destroyed. The Christian slave was
tecoznised as free in Christ, and no longer regarded as a servant, bui a brother
in Christian fellowship. Not that the mutual relations of master and servant
were destroyed and their relative duties abrogated ; these remained the same
a8 before, only they became sanctified, but the idea that slaves were goods and
chattels, was that which Christianity could not and would not tolerate. The mas-
ters lonked upon their servants no longer as slaves, but as their beloved brethren ;
they prayed and sang in company, they could sit at cach othet’s side, at the
feast of brotherly love, and reccive together the sacrament of the Lord. In this
respect the first and second centuries were much in advance of the nineteenth.
Such aspects of slavery as are familiar to us, as for example, the forcible sale,
wie dissolution of the marriage tie or the breaking up of families, would have
beeu regarded with indignation and visited with excommunication by the Chris-
tian Church of those nges.

It is true that Christinnity did not require outward revolutions or changes in
the constitutions of government or socicty, but it gave birth to new convictions
of personnl duty and haman equality, which in their development destroyed
every custom or principle that was hostile o justice, truth or love, and conse-
quently destroved slavery.  One of the imperial slaves, Enelpistus by name, who
was arraigned with Justin Martyr, conscious of tho new position to which he
had been raised by the renewing powers of Christianisy, said to the magistrate,
“I'tooam a Christian, I have obtained my freedom from Christ, and through the
grace of Christ I am s sharer of the same hope.”

The Christians ‘heerfully abandoned employments that wero in any way con-
nected with idolatry. The theatre, the circus, and the gladiatorial shows they
woull not frequent. From feativals of revelry and riot they carefully kept aloof.
On this account they were regarded then as they ever have been, as unsocial and
sour, haters of plensure, and lovers of melancholy and gloom. But all these
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repraaches they cheerfully Lore for Christ's sake, knowing that in His servics
there were joys of a higher order than those in which the ungodly delighted,

Let us not, however, imagiue that the Christian life of those primitive times
was perfeet. It was far from it.  Times of persecution and trial are not the
most favorable for perfucting Christian virtue, True it is said that the “blood
of the martyrs was the sced of the Church,” and that fiery triwls purify the
faith.  Such, wo grant, has frequently been the case, but it has as fiequently
been otherwise. Martyrdom was good in the case of the Ncronian muartyrs,
Christianity was by the'v m-aus dragged into public notice. It was roud in the
instances of John Huss and Jerome of Prague, in Germany ; Latimer, Ridley,
Cranmer in England ; Ham'l'on and Wish.t in Scotland.  The macyrdom of
these men lighed a flime which could nut and caunot be extinguished. DBat
persecution has not at all times becn good for the Chureh. It has not been good
for it in France, Italy, Spain, Hunzary or Poland.  The fire consumed, in these
instances, both precious stones and stubble. Like the aroma from the leaves of
dead flowers it is yet possible that in the developments of Providence a salu-
tuy influence may arise to Christianity from its all but fatal extinction in these
Jands ; but so fur as the past two hundred years are concerned, persecution has
been to these nations an unmitigated evil,

In the first ages we canno doubt that while it purified and tried many, it also
greatly hindered and corrupted others.  For one thing, it early introduced a spu-
rious picty and fanaticism, which led eager crowds to oolicit martyrdom and act
before the heathen with imprudent zeal. It a'so tempted many to be unfuithful to
the profussion of their faith, Some savel themselves by sacrificing to the Gods,
and were hence ca'led, thurificati, sacrificati ; sume by purchasing certifi ates
from the magistrates falsely testifiiug that they had sacrificed, were styled
libellutici ; others again surrend: red the sacred books to the magistrates to be
destroyed, and these were called #raditores.  The question as to the restoration
of these fallen brethren into the communion of the Church gave rvise to a paine
ful controver.y and a disa trous schism. On one side we fiad Cyprian of Car-
thage recommending that und.r no condition should the lipsed be almited
until the Church had peace and rest calinly to consider their case. In
this he was ojposed by many of the martyrs and by Fclicis-imus, and
Novatus.  Thus the community was divided. In Rome aguain, Felix the
Bishop and the Church freely admittel the lapsed on their sincere repen-
tance, into Christian fe'lowship. Tn this he was opposed Ly a distingui:hel
and highly honor:d Christian philusoplier, named Novatian, who afterwards
became the Bishop of a party called after his name. These were not grod
things. They give indications of a monki-h uscetivism on the one hand and a
laxity of moruls on the otlier, the opposing and corrupting influences of which
we can trace in Christianity down to the present day.

We find, too, at this time that the celibacy of the clergy, looked upon as a
necessity during tim:s of p rsecution, b.gan to be reckoned a gra:e and viites
The pompous celebration of the auniversaries of the martyrs almost insensibly
degenerated into prayers for the dead anl the worship of saiuts. The Bishop
from being at first 2 minister, teacher, or past.r of a single Church, bezan about
the middle of the seconl century to assume princely and apostolical preroga-
tives and powers, and thus were sown the germs of that hierarchiil system
which dominates at Rume and exercises a fatul influence on the liberty and in-
dependence of many Protestnt Churches. Again, we fiud that the celebration
of worship and of the sacrament in secret places and often in the dead of night,
an1 the highly wrought feelings which this engendered, led to a superstitious m1l-
tiplication of veremonies—to surround the simple festivals of the Chur.h with
an awful mystery—and ultimately to the ilea of baptismal regeneration and the
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ilolatrous sacrifice of the mass. Finally, in the wholo system of the Roman
CathiJic Church we find the full-giown fruit-bearing tree, whose roots we
can trace to the unscriptural practices introduced into the Christian Church
daring the perilous times of the fiist three centuries, Satan finding that he
could not destroy, corrupted the Church of Christ. These corruptions, of which
we have sufficient evidence, mvat have gathered strength as time rolled on,
Hetce we cannot wonder that when the last persecution, that of Dioclesian, fell
upon the church, it found multitudes of mere professors of the Clristian name,
who, when the time of trial came by and bye, became offended and denied the
Lord who bought them.

We cannot therefore say that the Church of the fiist ages was without spot or
blemish. “ We readily acknowledge,” says Neander, “that among those who
called themselves Christians at this time there were some whose lives contra-
dicted the essential character of Chiistianity, and gave occasion to the lieathen
to Llaspheme”  Tertullian says, “If you assertt that the Christians are in
avarice, in tiotousness, in dishonesty, the worst of men, we shall not deny that
some are s0. In the purest bodies some freckles doubtless may be discovered.”
“But we should not be led away by these blemishes that attach themselves to
the sw face of the Christian life, to overlook the heavenly beauty which shines
through it all.  'When the eye is fised exclusively on the blemishes or perfec-
tions, the picturs may be easily culored to an ideal perfectivn or sunk to a dis-
turted caricature.  An unbiassed observatiun will shun both extremes.”

It is certain that the foith of the early Christians was most vivid and vigorous,
It fixed itself upon the living person of the Savieur, Iis life aud death were
near to them—the veil of ages and centuries did not obscure to their minds the
living personality of Jesus, or give his acts and words the appearance of cun-
ningly devised fables. Intense and vigorous personal faith is a marked charac-
teristic of the Church of the first three centuries,

The doctrines of Divine truth were not however so well understvod then as
they are now.  Although they were as fully revealed, and needed in this respect
no development, yet mankind newly awakened from a dream of centuries, could
not all at once look upon the truth unveiled. The spiritual eye hal to become
accustoted to the blaze of light which Christ Liought into the world. Hence
we find in the opinions of this perivd many that arc crude, erroncous and fantas-
tial  To Luild there‘ore our faith upon the writings of the first three centuries is
to build upon a foundation containing many puerihities and contradictions. They
doulitlss contain much that is true, beautiful and good; but it is a fact that
in the listory of Chuistian doctrines truth finds no sure resting place, till it
reaches back to the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ him-
self the clicf corner stone.  This reminds us of a saying of Dr. Chalmers, who
on one occasion when discoursing to Lis students about the Fathers, said in his
own expressive way, “Some people talk a great deal about the Fathers, but re-
commen| me to the Giandfathers”  Apa:t from the Bible there is thus no cer-
tainty for our fuith, no security for our immortal souls.

There is after a'l much to admire in the saints of those days. But while
we almire the past, Jet us not disparage the present as if it was inferor to
that which went before. A careful scruting of facts will, we are persuaded,
lead to the conviction that t'.c Church of the present day, with all its imper-
fections, is greatly in advance of the Church of the fiist three centuries, in faith,
knowledge, and ‘virtue, Neither the world nor the Church is, let us thank
God, growing worse. On the coutrary, every new generation of mankind is
nsing highcr than the last in the scale of Christian perfection. We are making
asteady progress towards that glorious Millenial age in which Christ shall by
his Word reign over a regenerate world, and in which mankind shall regain a
Paradise of greater beauty and felicity than that which bas been lost.
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Nevertholess, we have in the first three centuries a noble band of faithful
witnesses for Christ. With a heroism and fortitude more illustrious than any
that the world had seen before, they followed their Lord in the face of cruelest
tortures and deaths. The Church will have become sadly degenerate w™ en she
shall ceasc to hold in the highest honor the Christiun life of the first three cen.
turies,

CREEDS AND CONFESSIONS OF FAITIL

Some time ago, in reading a work wherein a very bitler assault was made on
all formal creeds and confessions of faith, we found the most triumphant argu-
ment against them embodied in a spitited wood-cut, Tt was a representation
of a pair of balances. On the one scale were heaped, in a great pile, a mul
titude of books bearing the titles of creed, catechism, or confession of faith: on
the opposite scale lay one sinall Bible, which, most decisively, weighed down the
great pile of creeds and confesdons.  As a pictorial, or symbolical argnment, it
was very gool, better to my mind than any of the prose arguments in the Look;
and had the thing symbolised been really represented in the symbol, the siuht
of it should have been enough to consign all creeds and confessions to well me-
rited condemnation. Yet after all we are inclined to think that not a little may
be said on the side of formal creeds and confessions of faith.

The first anthority in the Church is Christ—the Lord and Head of the Chureh.
The authority that comes next is that of conscience. And then, as next in
order, there 1s the authority of the Church herself—acting through her office-
bearers, And we affirm that the exercise of the authority of the Church, in the
institution of formal creeds and confessions of faith, is a lawful authority.

The history of the Church, as recorded in the page of inspiration, scems to
establish this point, viz :—The necessity for cnumerating the truth in new forms,
and in more precise phraseology, to comhat new errors as they arise.  As ex-
amples of this, we sec those passagss in the epistles of John which are directed
against the Gnostic heresy; or the discourse of Taul to the Corinthians con-
cerning the resurrection ; or the deerees of the council at Jerusalem with respect
to the errors taught by the Jewish converts. Tt may be objected that these were
all inspired men, and that their procedure can be no justification of the uninspired
creeds and confessions of the modern Church. But there scems to be a presump-
tion that these things were for the guidance of the Church in the time to come,
that they were for our example. For it is to be noted, that, in none of thesein-
stances was there any new doctrine set forth—there was simply a declaration
of the ancient doctrine in @ form to meet the new error. And accordingly, as
examples to be followed do they seem to have been regarded by the church inall
subsequent agas—as the numerous confessions of faith we find mentioned in her
history, abundantly testify. .

Moreover the natire and the office of the Church seem to require a confession
of faith. Tt is the duty of the Church, by a formal and public declaration of her
faith, to give an assurance of the soundness of her profession. The members
have a right to demand this of her hand, for their own satisfaction in their cor-
nection with her as members. And not less is it required to enable the Church
to reeeive from her members a like satisfactory assurance of their soundness 10
the faith. Such a power as this belongs to every voluntary association—and it
would be hard to deny this right ouly to the Church. The Church of Rome
only requires an implicit faith, or submission to her authority fiom her members.
She neither gives nor requires an explicit confession of faith, and for many
ages she had none. It was not until compelled by the Reformation, that she ad-
dressed herself to this work. In a body such as the Church of Christ, however,
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when the bond that unites the different members is mutual faith in the same
truths, a confession of faith is a necessity. Iven our Independent brethren, in
the oral confession of ministers when admitted to office, and of members when
admitted to fellowship, which they require, recognise this necessity. The question
as between them and us does not seem to touch the point of the need of some
such confession—that is recognised by both—but rather bears upon the form of
it—whether an informal, omf confession, or a well dixested form of sound words
adopted as a confession of faith, is the better way to secure the end desired. We,
of course with all charity for those who differ from us, prefer the Iatter.

The objections to creed and coufessions of faith may be reduced to these two
heads +—

First—They are objected to as setting aside the authority of Scripture as the
sole rule of faith, and as militating against the sufficiency and perfection of
Scripture as a rule of faith. If, indeed, they denied or slhnpersc(l_ed scripture, or
if they added to scripture, or if they are inconsistent with scripture, then the
objection might be sustained, but not otherwise,

Now with respect to the first suppositivn we do not deny that creeds and con-
fessions of faith may be made virtually to deny or supersede Scripture,~—as for
example, in the Romish standards that now, since the Council of Trent, exist.
Under them o appeal to Sciipture is allowed to the members of that Church.
But this charge does not lie against Protestant standards. These are subordi-
nate, not supreme ; subordinate to the Word of God, not above, or superseding
it. If the Church has a right to say on what terins & member is to be received,
ot a pastor admitted to office,—and who would deny such a right? then has
she a right to institute such standards, The former right includes the latter ;
but these standards being subordinate are not set forth as infallible, nor as so per-
fect or complete as that they may not undergo some change.

With respect to the second supposition, a creed may contain things that are
not in Scripture, as we see in that of the Church of Rome, and so may be
inconsistent with and opposed to the Word of God. But the charge of adding
to the scripture does not lie against our confessions of faith ; for Protestant stan-
dards claim to be declaratory merely,—a formal setting forth of those truths re-
vealed in the Word of God, Our confession or creed, if it is 80 called, is not the
alding of our own articles of faith to the Word, but only our declaring from the
Word what our faith is ; and against that there can be no true charge of adding
to the Word,

With respect to the third supposition, that creeds and confessions of faith are
inconsistent, per se—with the scripture—we may just remafk that the Bible has
light enough to guide those who love the light; but it has darkness enough for
those who love the darkness. ad the Bible been meant as a formal exposition
of doctrine, then it would have been unlawful to have instituted any other, or to
have required adlierence to any other as a term of communion. But seeing that
the Bible is not such a formal exposition of doctrine, this suppositien, which with
many is a conclusion, does not follow.

Second.—Confessions of faith are objected to, as an assumption on the part of
the Church of authority that does not belong to her, and as the imposition of
an unlawful restriction on the freedom of her members. This is the second great
head of objection.

If indeed the Church imposed as a new creed on her members articles of faith
not previously binding, then this objection might be sustained. But if the creed
or confession is according to the Word of God, then there is no exposition or re-
striction laid upon the members by it; there is nothing, in fact, laid upon them
by that confession of faith, to which they are not already bound. Of course it
Temains a question how far such standards ought to be used as terms of com-
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munion, and how far they shoul1 Iy down minute rules and doctrines. DBut yel
if they are in the matter of them, according to scripture, they cannot be opposed
to christian liberty.

Morcover to deny the right of the Chur. h to institute such standards mili-
tates against true lihorty.  This is a rig'.t enjiyed by every voluntary society—a
right conservative of their liberty, and of thewr very existence.  And to denyitto
the Church would assuredly be to deprive her of all true liberty, and to compel her
to rercive any one into her communion, or into office, without any satisfactory
proof of fitness,  The Church without that right would be like a garden without
its fenee. And thus there does seem to be some reason wherefore creeds and con-
fessions of faith should be maintained.

.

“TIIE PRESBYTERIAN.”
{Canadian Church of Scotland.)

‘We have been favoured by an editorial writer in this paper with a notice of
a short extract from an erficle in our January number, in which we touched
upon the question of Union with the representatives of the Church of Svotlund
in Canada. In said extract \we intimated our fear that the feeling in respect to
Union was, for the most part, all the other way in that community., We noted
also the use for the purposes of aggressive extension which that Church was
making of the Ilome and Clergy Reserve Funds which were abits disposal,
We further expressed a conviction that the time was com'ng when it would seo
it to be for its own interest to unitc on just and cquitable principles with the
other Presbyterian Churches of this land.

These sentiments of ows are regarded by the * Presbyterian™ as very bad.
They are suppnsed by the writer to show that the Free Church has no good
will te Union with his Church in Caunada. He discovers in them a * want of
confidence,” a “distrust” and a “su-picion.” The writer goes on further to
taunt the Free Church for leaving his Church for no reason that he can see,
and intima‘es that we a-e welcome to return to the old quarters. e tells us
besides that we are very ignorant of the arrangement anent the Clergy Reserves
to speak of them as we do. 'We are also informe.l that the Free Church has been
poaching upon the preserves of his Church e casts in our tecth tvo the
usual stale pun about being “free;” politely informing us that we ate a set of
beggars and drudges, and that such has bren the urgency of our necessities that
we have even * thankfully received the prifits of traflic in slaves.” The * Presly-
terian” further enlarges about the Fiee Church holling property, by legal quib-
bling, to which it has no just elaim. Finally it winds up by saying “that c.nnec-
tion with the Free Church has a wo -derful (ffect in transforming the character
of things—in muking that which is material spiritual, and that which is dis-
honest perfectly fuir.”

‘We have not hitherto noticed any article in the “ Presbyterian ;" but now we
think it well to let our readers know an1 see something of the animus which it
exhibits towards those who favour the principles of the Free Church. This
editorial article, it is evident, fully justifies all that we said about the feeling of
hostility to union which we noted as a feature in the Church which the “Pres-
byterian” represents. The man who can write of us in the terms of that article
must undergo an entire transformation of his feelings befure we can enter into
Church fellowship with kim. That article is, we believe, purposely intended to
be as offensive as possible. It is of a piece with several others whick have
appeared in the same paper for the pust twelve months, We thought at one time
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that the * Presbyterian” was conducted by laymen of Christian temper and pru-
dence, and from whom, at least, we might always expect to be treated as gentle-
men—must we think otherwise in future?  Our readers have no conception of
the silly stories which from time to time through a Scoteh Corr spondent have
been wantonly retailed by that Journal abvut the Free Church.  When anything,
too, was said about the proceedings of the Church of Scotland in any of our
papers straightway we find a bit'er reply full of personalities; but not content in
such cases with reply, tie tempting oj.purtunity is also taken, in long and weary
columus to vilify the Fice Church and her labours. No opportunity has been
alluwed to escape of holding her up to the contempt of 1ts readers. In the
article referred to there is a repeti ion of the same offence, If the party who
writes this review of our statements thinks them unfounded let him reply in a
manly way ; but instead of this we have here over and above words of reply a
tirade of simple abuse, Doubtless the writer thinks it very smart and very
weizhty, and imagines that he has settled both the “ Presbyter” and the ¢ Free
Church” at oue stroke. We can afford to smile at his simplicity. e spenks
somewhat boastingly of the strength of his Church and the weakness of ours,
Every one knows that the Frece Church in this Province is, at least, twice as
stronz in ministers, members and means as the representative of the
Church of Scotland.  We wish this latter Church were strong for then it could
afford to be magnanimous, At present the Presbyterian fuith and polity are
mure likely to sutfer from its weakness than benetit by its strength.
Notwithstanding the denial by the “Presbyterian” of the accuracy of our
starement about the Clergy Reserves, we beg to reassert that his Church has
the revers‘on of the commut wtion money at its absolute disposal for the purposes
of aggressive cxtetsion, and for this purpose, we behieve, it has alresdy been
used, and so far it has been a weapon of an unspiritual and unhallowed kind.
We further beg to say, that we know the reasous for which we have left the
communion of the Church of Scotland as by law established, although the
“Presbyterian " remains in * utter ignorance” of all that has been said on the
subject. The questivn with us is not, as the “ Piesbyterian” insinuates, simply
the position of his Churcir in this Piovince. To put the matter in debate
in this form is to throw dust in the eyes of the people. We have to consider
not only the character of his Church, but its complicity with the State Church
athome., Our reviewer and others may boast of the treedom of their Church
in this country, and claim for it all the attributes of a free community, and none
will object 5 but in this they have no choice. TLey cannot barter the literties
of Christ’s people here, as is dune at home, for the sake of State connection.
They know that not one of their Cougregatiois would for a day submit to the
yoke which their biethren bear at home. We do not, therefore, wonder at
ministers of the Stute Church of Scotland in this Provinee being so solicitous to
make known to every one that there is no differcnce between them and the
Free Church. This is an unconscious homage to the tiuth of our princip'es
and the rectitude of our procedure. But the comparisun is not between us and
the Church of Scotland in Canadaj itis with the State Church of Scotland
which it represents, Will the reviewer tell us that there is no difference
between the position of that Church and the Free Church of Scotland? We
trow not, The State Church at home, with which he claims connection, does not,
it is well known, permit her people to elect their own ministers, but subjecis
them to the caprice of irrespousible patrous. If a presentee be ever so unsuita-
bla and acceptable, as in the humiliating case of Kilmalcolm w peuding, the
only right which the people pussess i the case is the right of unlimited grumb-
ling, Lord Aberdeen’s Act permits objections to be stated at the expense of a
long, barassing, and costly process of law sufficient to ruin any parish ; even then
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it leaves the people at the merey of tho Church Courts for any relief; and finally
the decisions of tho Church Courts may be reviewed or reversed by the Court
of Scssion or the Iouse of Lords. This is an unvarnished statement of the
fettered Fosilion into which the State Church of Scotland has of late years
brought herself. She has virtually admitted tho supremacy of the Crown in all
causes ecclesinstical, ngainst which our glorious forefuthers contonded to the
death.  Let the people of free Canada know that this is what the State Churely
of Scotland has to submit to, and we are persuaded that they will not ally
themselves to such a fettered institution. Now, it is because we cannot in
conscience have any connection with a Church that has thus proved unfaithful
to her spiritual ca'ling, and to the supremacy of the Lord Jesus Christ in
his kingdom, that we have withdrawn from the communion of the State Church
of Scotland. As long, too, as this Church at home remnins in this, as wo
conceive, unscriptural position, wo can have no alliance with it; and as long g
the Church here which the * Presbyterian” represents identifies itself with g
Church so fettered, union between us and it is, in our judgment, a thing
impracticable. Wa have, however, hope that our countrymen at home, when
the fever of past conflicts has abated and a new generation has arisen, will not
be satisfied to lag behind in the march of religious progress. Weo trust to seo
an earnest movement in our day for the repeal of the iniquitous “Act” of Queen
Anne, and the no less-iniquitous so called * declaratory act of Lord Aberdecn.”
Let the people of the State Church of Scotland emancipate their Church from
these bonds and re-assert their ancient spiritual indopendence, and none will more
readily hail such a consummation than the members of the Free Church. We have
also hope that in this country a Canadian party will arise in the  Presbyterian's”
Church, who will not consent to take upon them the responsibilities and burdens
of the State Church of Scotland, The new gencration in this country have, we
are persuaded, no sympathy with State Churchism in any form, or with the
disabilities of the State Church at home. To them we look for a better spirit
and a more liberal policy than we find at present to prevail in the Canadian
Church of Seotland.  Through their agency a union on cquitable terms mnay b
possible in the lapse of a few years.

We would further say that the writer in the “Presbyterian” is not satisfied
with making a sweeping charge against the Free Church, for holding property
to which he alleges it has nojust ¢laim; he also particularly refers to the Churcht
and Manse of St. Gabriel Street, Montreal. In regard to the general question
we say that the legal quibbling is all on the other side. Our people built most
of the Churches which have been wrested from them by invoking the rigid
interpretation of the law. The Church of Scotland has pounced upon Churches
both here and at home to which it had no elaim in equity, which it cannot use,
and never, to all human appearance, will be able to use, As for St. Gabriel
Street Church and Manse, the ¢ Presbyterian shows by its statements great
ignorance of the whole question. The matter is at present sub judice, and at
the proper tribunal it will ere long be decided to whom of right the Manse
belongs. Meanwhile the proprietors of St. Gabriel Street Church think that
the Church is theirs, and the minister thinks that the Manse is his, They assert
that the Church was never intended to be put for all time in connection with
the Church of Scotland as by law established, much less with the Canadian
Church of Scotland. A rule of the proprietors put it once in connection with

_the former Church, but never with the latter; but that rule was simply a bye-
law revocable at pleasure. The rule has been revoked and the proprietors main-
tain their right to possess their own property, and to govern it as they please,
without the interforence of the Church in Canada in connection with the Chureh
of Scotland, The administration of the property is the same as it has been from
the beginning. The proprietors have violated no obligation and no usage, and
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Jiave maintained intact the original intention of the founders, Thut the old
usages or the worship of the Church have ever Leen altered, eannot e and has
ot been alleged.  There never was atime when they were more strictly main-
taine | than at present. Tha “ DPresby tevian” is evidently not nware that St. Ga-
briel 8t. Church was organized by a Presbytery in the United States, undor whoso
eare it coutinued for some time afier the building was erected. It first ininister
wa< ordained and appointed to the Church by suid Preshytery.  The “ Presbyte-
nan” seems also unaware of the fact that the second minister was n licentiateof the
M Relief Chureh, and that he never was recognised by the Church of Sco'land.
He was ordained by only two ministers—not a Presbytery.  While this confer-
red upon him in the emergency ministerial functionsor orders, no one at all ac-
quainte | with the civil or ecelesiastical law of S-otland, will say that suchan infor-
mal sct made him a minister in legal sta .diny of the State Chureh of Scotlan ',
Mr. Somerille, the minister referred to, nnd by whose beud faction the Manss was
built, was thus never a member of the Church «f Scotland nor of the Synod of
the Chureh in Canada in connection with the Church of Scotland.  The terms
of the General Assembly's “declaratory act anent the Church of Canada” ex-
cluded him from such connaction. Iis will was wale before any connection at
all was recogn®ed with, and it dees not contain one word about the “ Charch of
Seotland.” ~ We assert and maintain that the quitbling is all on the side of our
adversuries 5 anl it comes from them with a bal enongh grace, ¢ msidering thut
they have protited largely Ly the possession of the Ol St. Andrew’s Church
whivh every one knows was not bult, and was never intended by its original
fanlers for the benefit of the State Church.  The proprictors of St Gabriel St.
Church ¢'aim the snme right as the o.d proprieto's of St. Andrew’s Church,
namely, to connect themselves with such Presbyterian Chureh as their conscierce
spproves  How our adversaries cin reconciie their appropriatio of old St. An-
drew's for the erection of the new and more splendid St. Andien’s, with their rage
against us for do ng that with our own which consvience dictates and approves,
puses our comprehension. However the mat-er will be decided soon; in the
meautie we would only say to the “ Presbyterian” that for one party to accuse
mother of dishonesty in the maintenance of what they conceive to Le their just
nghis is not the practice of gentlemen.

We did not intend to trouble ourselves with this matter, but as we have been
s often taunted by the “ Presbyterian” with folly and dishonesty, we have judged
the oceasiun not inoppo-tune to let our cotemporary know that we intend to
submit to such eontumely no longer.

THE QUAKER VIEW OF THE SACRAMENTS. (Jonx iv. 24.)
By THE REv. DR. BOARDMAN.

No sentence in the New Testament has been more relied upon to show that
the New Dispensation discountenances and even forbids * @il tyical rites in the
worship of God,” the reference being especially to Baptism and the Loru’s Sup-
pe~. With these ordinances the cus omary servi-es of the Sanctuaary, regarded
8 stated or habitual services, are associated, as being in alleged contravention of
the whol spirit of the Gospel. Because God requires a spiritual worship, no
baptism is to b recoguizeu except the biptism of the Spirit.  The Lord’s Supper
isspitiieal commuuion with Christ.  An official ministry, with a fised 10utine of
services, consisting of prayer and the reading of the Scriptures and preaching, is
incorapatible with the true design of the Gospel, which precludes sumu of these
exercises altogether, and allows the rest oniy on oceasions when they are
prompted by a distinct impulsy of the Holy Spirit. * No verb.l administra ions

B
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properly cozsist with worship, but theee which spring simply and immed’ately
from the intfluence of the Holy Spirit,” ’

These few po'nte may suflice to indicate the gronnd assumed by these wha
repudiate all veligions vites,  Tihat wueh views should be prowmalgated by any
society professitig to acknowledge the anthority of the New Testament is ovey
more remarkable than that cfiorts shonld be made to reimpose Levitieal eora.
monies upon the Church.

It is siroly most incoaclusive reasoning, to argue that God will not sanetion
any rites in the pubhe worship oftered him, because he will be \mrshimn-el "
spirit and in truth ; and to contend that iasmnch as he sbolished the Jewiy
ritual, he thereby fi rhade all forms in the Christian Chuteh. Where hae Lo
presented it as the ouly aliornative, “ an impoging ceremonial like that of the
Hibrews, or a purely spiritual worship?”  The theory that we are examining,
virtnally assumes that theie could have been no spintual worship under the
Mosaic ec nomy. But no serious-minded person would utter so iujurious 3
charge against the ancient safnts,

That the old systetn, as divingaished € om the new, was charactetisticul'y o
ceremimial system, is conceded on all hands.  Equa'ly certuin is it that that
aystem has been “dene away”  But on whit anthority is it asertad that, in
abrogating thoe Levitical mitgs, the Saviour determined to orgnnize the Church
without any vites?  *

It has b en alleged, that bapt'sm was practised among the Jews hefore the
Advent, and also that the breaking of bre wl and the pouring forth of wine, with
the giving of thanks, was a part of their ritual order in eclebiating the Pas
sover ; and hence the inference Bas |een drawn, that Baptisin and the Eueharid
were actoally incladed in that Levitical scheme which the Saviour annulled, |
is diflicult to speak of a representation like this without nsing stronw expressions,
For one can hardly conceive how an ingennous person, intent only upon learn.
ing the truth, could seriously propound a speculation so probably at varianee
with the facts.  Ou the same night on which he was betrayed, Jesus insituted
the Supper with the utmest solerunity, and enjoinedl upon his disciples the per-
petaal observanes of it. *“ As of'en as ye eat this bread and drink this enp, e
do show the Louls death U he coine (1 Cor. xi. 26)  'This was not the
paschal service. It was after that service.  Ie ordained it now for the fint
time.  [His disciples had never celebrated it before, e bids them to erlebrve
it till he should return. And yet, on the very slendcr pretext thar there was a
somewhat similar use of bread amd wine in the I'assover eeremonal, the Loid
Supper is clatmed to have heen one of the Leviticnl rites, which the Saviour
himselt abolished ! 8o, again, as to Faptism.  The Iast commanil be gave to bis
disciph s as they stoo | around him upou Mount Olivet at the moment of b
asgension, was to * go into all the wo ld anl preach the Gospel to every erew
ture, baptizing thens in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost”  And ver, because the Jews lued been in the habit of baptizing prose
lytes, baptisin with water (it is alleged) was essemially a Mosaic rite, and s
such the Savienr desizned to abrogate it.

Such apinions have their refatation in the simple narrat've of the evangelists,

If the attempt to show that water baptism was a purely Levitical rite his
failed, no better snecess has aviende ! the effort to prove that the only baptism
wecognized in the New Testament is the baptism of the Spirit.  Of course we all
hold to the reality and the necessity of this baptism. But we cannot admit that
it was simply this baptism the Saviour had in view when he uttered the parting
command just quoted. Nor dil Lis Apstles so understand him. They e
tainly may be supposed, after they them<elves had been baptized with the Holy
«3host, to have been qualified to put a proper interpretation upon his words,
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and it is clear to demonstration that they undersiood him as divecting them to
haptize their converts with water.  Not to enter into the diseussion of this
question &t Inrge, look at the ease of Cornelins (Aets. x). While Peter ia
preaching to him snd his houswshold, the Holy Ghost falls on them. This, ac-
conding to the system [ am controvertivg, was all they vequited—all thit the
new dispensation admits —the baptism of the Spirit.  But how did 1he Apostle
mlge?  “Then anawered Peter, Can any man forbid water that these should
ot be baptized, which have received the Hoty Gliost, as well as wet  And ho
commamded them to be baptize ] in the name of the Lord.”  1n other words,
pereeiving that thay had been baptized with the Spirit, ho makes this a reasen
tor baptizing them with water.  They gave cvidence of bwing born aguing
therefore, thoy were entitled to be baptized, and o, formally admitted into the
visible church,

Again, when Philip and the Ethiopian treasurer were studying the Seriptures
tovether in the chariot, the latter said to ’hiip: ** Sce, here is water, what
doth hinder me 1o be baptized 1 How would a * Friend > have answered this
question § - How must he have nnswered it in consistency with bis principles 4
* Thou needest no baptism with water ; all thou requirest is to be baptized with
the Spirit.”  But what was Philip’s answer §* If thou lelievest with all thine
heart thou mayest "—which was equivalent to his saying : * If thon hact re-
coived the baptsm of the Spirit, thou mayest be baptized with water.” e
instantdy profeg-ed his fuith in Christ, and thereupon the chariot was stopped,
and * they went down both into the wazer, both Philip and the eunuch, and ho
Iaptized nim.” (Acts 8.)

These and other cases of the kind are so uncquivoeally stated in the New
Tetament, that there ie only one methd in which the argument they supply
«an be met, viz.,, by denying that the example of the Apostle is binding upon ua,
This ground is bollly taken. The Aposies, it is araued, continuedio b infout-
ed with Jewish prejudices ; they retained s arious Lovitic il customns § and having
heen familiar wi b circumeision and with baptism prior to their conversion,
* baptism,” says Gurney, * was very naturally corsidered by them s appro-
priate to the specitic purposes of their own minidtry,” and “ they woull, as a
matlir of course, persevere in the practice of baptizing their conver s in water.”
To this it is wlded, by way of depreciating this ordinance stil further, and
owing that it is of ne bindirg force upon us, that the Saviour himself did not
baptiz+, and that Paul avows that ke was sent * not to baptize, but to preach
the Gos, el.’

In respect to this last argument, the practice of the Saviour is aliogether
freng s from 1he question at issue. The inquiry is not, whether Le baptized,
but whether he commanded his followers 1o baptize. 1t would be easy to
wegest seasons which may have led him to abstain from administering the
mdinanee, if it were worth while to discuss a point which does not properly
balong to the subject in hand,

The example of Paul may be fairly quoted as against those who magnify
hoptism above the preaching of the Word and prayer, and who even make it
the spevifie and exclusive instrument of regeneration It is quite conclusive in
dealing with these parties t» quote his declaration ; * Christ sent me not to
biptize but to preach the Guspel.”  But it can avail nothing to those who
sbject to water baptism altogether, for it is ceriain that he did sometiines adm-
uister this ordinance (1 Cor, 1 : 14-16), and equally certain that where he did
uot baptize bis converts, they were baptized by other ministers under his sanc-
tion. :

The other argument, that the example of the Apostles is not binding upon
us, proceeds upon very dangerous ground. The question is, “ Did the Savions
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institute baptism with water ax a prrmanent ordinance in his Church " T
support of the aflirmative of this quedtion, we cite hix Inst command to his
Apostles, and show by their practice how they understood it.  On the opposty
sido it ia contended, that when he directed the twelve te baptize the natiag ir
tho name of the Father, nnd of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, he 13l n,
reforence to water baptism, but simply to the baptiaun of the Spirit,  Toa o
must requira some nerve even to suggest a constrnetion of these worls, whiek
does so much violenee to them, will be conceded by all who are accustomed 1o
real the Saviour's teachings without considering how they are to tell upon
favourite theories.  Alowing that the whole Jewish ritual was now to he replae-
od by o spiritnal worship 5 that the word bap'iam, with its derivatives, fre.
quently orcurs in the New Tedtamen: in a acnse purely metaphorical o thge
there is no mention made of water in this passage ; and that Jesus had himsel
contrasted the baptism of the Spirit, the privilege of his own followers, with the
water baptism of John @ of what weight are these consilerations, to set aside
the clear, obvious im; ort of this con.mand 1 T..e simple meaning of baptize is
to wash with water,  There is not the slightest intimation that the Saviourused
the word here in a figurative sense,  The presumption that he did <o use it, isa
sheer g:atuity, proceeding upon principles of interpretation, which, if generally
applied, must destray the Bible as a rule of faith and practive, by malting it the
oracle of whatever sentiments it may su t the interes' s of individuals and seets
to have it utter.

The exanple hero presented is, indeed, a very significant one.  For we not
only hive the Saviour's language, but the interpretation his Apostles put upon
it. It is not denied that they understood him 1o refer to witer baptism ; and
that they went forth in every direction, baptizing all their converts with water.
The ndverse scheme, then is loaded with these four assumptions.

1. It assumes that our Saviour did not intend that his discip'es should baptiz»
with water, although he gave them no hint that -+ referred 1o any other baptim.

2. It sssumes that his disciples and followers were clothed with power to bap-
tize with the Holy Ghost. If he did not «ommand then to baptize with water,
of course he commnaded them to baptize with the llsly Ghost. It is the
common faith of the readers of the New Testument—certainly of all evangelical
Christians, of whatever name—that it is a IMVINE prerogative to disperse the
Holy Ghost. Tt was the grand dwtinetion between the bajtism of Chirist and
that of John the Baptist as stated by the Iatter, ® I indeed baptize you with
water, but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire” And
accordingly, he said to the Apostles after his resurrection, * Ye shall be daptized
with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence.” Where is the scriptural proof
that this baptism could be conferred by one mortal upon another? The very
idea is revol ing to every sentiment of the renewed heart.  And among all the
flagrant impicties of those corrupt churches which have lorded it over the con-
sciences of men, there are few things more odious than the claim that they are
empowered to confer the Holy Ghost.

To elude this difficulty, it is urged that the followers of Christ are here in-
stiteted to baptizo with the Holy Ghost, since it would be through their medie-
tion or instrumentality that this baptism should be administered, even as the
would be the instruments of converting sinners by the preaching of the Gospel.
But this will not avail. There is a wide palpable difference between pieaching
the word or using any mere means, and bestowing the Holy Ghost. The oue
must, from the nature of the case, be performed by a ureature, except, in those
rare instances, where Jechovah may sce fit to become himself a messenger to one
of his creatures. The other, no less from the nature of the case must proceed
directly from the Deity. The Holy Spirit is, by pre-cminence, his gift. And
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when wo consider who the Spirit is, the incongruity of & sinful croature being
clothed with the proragative of bestowing him upon other siuners, ennnot but
strke overy mind imbued with the lenst revereace for the Supreme Being. It
w, therefora u fatal objection to the doctrine that we ure exnmining, that it as-
snines that the disciples of Christ were clothed with power to baptize with the
Huly (thost.

3. .\ third assumption chargeable upou this doctrine is, that the Apostles, to
whom the last commission was addressed, anl who receiveld it immediately from
thew Mast 's hips, 2ere not 20 competent to understand its impart as persong liv-
g civklern conturies afterward, and that they did actually mistake its meaning.
For it is not denied that they understood him to refer to water baptism,  And
this was their interprotation of his langnage subsequent to the day of Pentecost,
and when they were anointed with the Hely Spirit. Tt was after the * Spuit
of Truth ™ had come upon them, who was 1o “ guide them into all truth,” that
they fell into this grave error, and set up water-baptism as the initiatory rite of
the Christian Chureh.  Is not this d gerous ground? Is it not impeaching
the inspiration of the Apostles, or impugning the aceuraoy of the New Testu-
ment writers?  Can those who espouse these views seriously believe that the
tweve were * filled with the [oly Ghost” when they so grievously mistook
their Master's tearhing on a point of great and lasting moment to the Church ¢
If they erred here, why may they not have erred elsewhere? What is Di-
vino in the New Testament, and what human # By what tests are we to discri-
minate between the true and the false? What certainty attuches to anything
pertaining 10 the Gospel of Christ

It is with a painful relue ance I give utterance to these sentimints. T have
every reason which personal friendships and even hereditary descent can supply,
to cherish an unfoigned resg ect for a socicty which bears on its roll of members
names like those of William Penn, and Elizabeth Fry, and Joseph John Gurney.
Butin studying the Sacred Scriptures, 1ean know no man after 'ne flesh.
Men, it is well known, are often better than their specul:tive opinions 3 and what is
stillmore appusite here, serious, useful, devont men may adopt. enoneous and hurt-
ful principles of interpreting the Bible, without f Howing out those prineiples to
their lemtimate cousequences.  With every disposition to come to a different
conclusion, 1 find myself shut up to the conviction that the method of interpret-
ing thy word of Gud, of which specimens have just been prerented, is adapted
tr strip it of all certainty and all authority. If we may assume that the Apostles
ared 1o explaining the'r Master's doctrines, what confidence can we place in
thir competency ¥ And of what value ure their writings to us?

Nor is this all.  If they erred, who ainongst us can possibly attain to any cer-
tainty in religion?  We have, it is true, the promise of the Spirit to illuminate
us, But we have surer evidence that they were “filled with the Holy Ghost”
than we can have, in any given case, that we are under his plenary guidance.
Ifhe loft them to misiake the meaning of a simple command, couched in the
plinest terms, and relating to a point of great practical importance, with what
reason or modesty can we hope to be preserved from ervor?

In truth, is there not something strangely presuming and visionary in the as-
sumption, that we are better qualified to expound such a command—addressed,
let it be remembered, directly to thern—than they were themselves?  Suppose
it were pussible (o recall Peter, and John, and Paul (who, though not with them
on Olivet, received a similinr commission from the Saviour’s lips); if we could
bring these three illustrious men ba-k to the world again for a litile, can you
imagine a scene more cutious than that of a man of this nineteenth century, no
matter of what country, tongue, or sect, standing up before them and raying:
*You entirely misapprehend the meaning of your Master in his | arting injunc~
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tion to you. You understood him to send you forth to disciple the nations and
baptize them with water ; whereas, what he meant was, that you should not use
water at all, but baptize them with the Holy Ghost” Can you imagine, T suy,
anything more curious, I might a'most say more ludicrous, than a scene like
this? And yet we have the subsiance of the thing whenever the claim is ad-
vanced by any set of men and for whatever end, that they understand the utter-
ances of Christ better than the Apostles did.

4, The fourth assumption alluded to as invelved in the scheme is, th-t the
ezample of the Apostles in this matter 55 not of necessity binding upor ws ; and
the fact of their baptizing with water, does not establish our obligation to con-
form to this u-age. That the Apostles might have observed some customs
which are not obligatory upon us, may be conceded without affecting the re-
sent question. This question is as specific as it is important.  Our Savieur guve
a command respectinz baptism, which, it is admiite.d by all, is of perpetual obli-
gation. Did he, in this command, contemplaie water baptism?  We examine,
in the first place, the proper meanitg of the words and phrases he employs, and
are satisfied that what he enjoined was water baptism.  We turn, then, to those
upon whom he laid the command, and who had & deeper stake in ascertaining
its import than any other human beings; and we find that they and their con
temporaries, without exception (in so far as the annals of that day have come
down to us), interpreted his w rds of water baptism. Under these circnmstances:
and contemplating their example in this aspect, we maintain that we are bount
to conform to the usage they initiated, that we must interpret and obey the com-
mand as they did.

And here we rest the argnment, to show that our Saviour instituted baptizm
with water as an ordinance of perpetual obligation in his Church; and that no
man nor sect may lawfully anunl, disparage, or neglect it, on the ground i1hat
the present is a spiritual dispensation, and that God will be worchipped “ in spirié
and in truth.”

The same train of argument so obviously applies te the command respecting
the Eucharist, that it would be superfluous to traverse the ground a second time
in presenting it. There is one fact, however, of 100 much significance to be
omitted here. These two ordinances, it is claimed. were part and parcel of the
Mosnic economy, and, as such, were not designed to be perpetuated under the
Christian dispensation. And yet, the institution of the Lord’s Supper was made
the subject of a special revelation to the Apostle Paul, after the Saviour's asee?
sion. (See 1 Cor. 11: 23.) * For I have received of the Lord that which als®
1 delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus. the same uight in which he was be-
trayed, took bread,” &c. It will not be denied that the new dispensation ha
commenced some time before this communication wasmade. How inexplicabler
then, on the theory we are opposiny, that the Saviour should have revealed €
his apostle all these particulars respecting the institution of a rite which was oot
intended to be handed down to after-times ; and how mysterious that this very
apostle should have been left under the illusion that the churches were on ne
account to neplect the due observance of this ordinance ; and that he must cj“'e'
fully instruct them to celebrate it. Can any ome believe that this was an illus
sion " and if se, can you assign any motive for the revelation | .

To urge, in reply to all this, that living as we do under a spivitual dispensatios
we do not need the aid of these ordinauces, is a plea altogether inalmissablé:
Where Gop has spoken, as Ile has in this case, there is an end to argument 28
speculation, However undesigned, there is great presumption in saying th®
we do not require rites which He has seen fit to prescribe for our cbservanc®
We could have no right to take this ground, even though we might not be able .
to trace the connection between these ordinances and the ends proposed 0
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sccomplished by them. The veneration we owe to the Deity imposcs it upon
us as of prime obligation that we shoull believe all his tcazures to e dic tated
by the lnghest wisdom, hov verinexplic able they may be to us.  In the present
e, thera i scarcely room to invoke thic prineiple ? for the esisting arrange-
went in shroudedin no such mystery. To a fow minds pecubiarly contitated or
traimed in a cortain way, positive religgions ordinan es may xeem to be a super-
fluity, having no proper adaptation to promote the apiritual grovth and comfort
fihe soul. It i equally co-tiin that the great mass of the race. in so far as
they hava been brought under the away of Chiistianity, have found these ordin-
ances emitently suited to their moral necessitics, amd invaluable ax ‘means of
arace.” The allegation, then, that they are * not needful,” is open to two grave
abjectiona s 1. It assames that Golis less competent Gin man to pronounco
on what mav ba the best method of training a<inful race for hemven ) and 2, Tt
conflicts with the conunon experiewce of mwkind

PAST ‘RAL SUPPORT.

Uive your pastor a liberal suppors.  For this you have made provision in your call
Shuaid any circumstances nrise in the futurc that taay rcader it desitable that this
salary should be increased, and yon should become convinced that it ought to be done,
let it be done, and that without the asking of your pastor.

We hieard a few days age an interesting incident in relalion to a pator recently set-
tied in one of our citles. A gentlemnan called at hie study who proved to be a promi-
nent man in his congregation, and President of the Board of Trustees. e asked for
the call.  On lovking over it he remarked that with the pastor’s consent he would
wake an alteration.  He then took his pen and crased fwenty-five hundred and wrote
three thousan 1, remarking that tho Trustees had concluded, on consultation, to make
this alteration, as they had undervalued his services.

Thi. was n grateful change to a pastor with an interesting family avound him. It
was good newa, and all the better because it came without any suggestion of his own.
He fult that ho need be leas anxivas about the incrcasing wants of Lis family, and that
he had n congregation that wonld always seo that his wants were supplicd.

On principles of mere political cconomy, a congregation are the gainers by being
liberal to their pastor. To feel well and think well, to read well and write well, (even
weat well and slsep well,) and above all, to preach well, the pastar ought to have his
mind at rest on tho aubject of salary. He ought not to be ubliged toinguire with solici-
tade, what shall I eat and what shall [ drink, and whence shall T and my family be
dothed.  On all these points his mind should be entirely at rest, that he might give
bimself wholly to the work of the ministry—a work, the great end of which is the glory
of God and the salvation of the souls of men.

[* ur favoured land there is no clnss of men in professional life who, in proportion
t the amount expended in their previvus teaining for the work, the extent of their
sitaintncits, and their general character, receive less peeuniary retura than the Ameri-
aan pastora.  Thig i3 especially true of those of our own Church. They are a well
furnished, well trained body of men. On this point we speak freely. It isn noble
sight to behold so large and influential a hody of men a8 the thousands of American
pastors constitute, withdrawing themsclves from the busy arena of sccular life, where
the haud of the diligent emphatically maketh rich, and casting tacmaclves for support,
nay, for the very bread which they caty on the providence of God and the voluntary
offerings of a free people.

A noble sight indeed! A free land liberally sustaining a free ministry, who, from
an open Bible, preach in its purity and simplicity a free gospel—a gospel which, like »
trumpet, proclnims liberty to the captive, and the opening of the prison duvors to them
that are bound.  “ If the same shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

Noble army!  Boldly battling in the Master's service, and catrenched upen the ram-
parts of cternal truth. Majestic column!  Marching over the field of conflict, follow -
ing the great Captain of Salvation, bea. ng aloft in one hand the banner of the cross, and
with the other firmly resting on the providence of God, ns that providence embodics
itself in the free offerings of n disenthralled people.

Rejoice with us, my brethren, in so happy a development of a principle for which the
Free Churcli of Scotland contended when, in the might of her strength, with Chalmers
atber head, she walked forth to an enlarged liberty, and burat the chains whick for
;;cqcmt};ng had trammelled her energics, and bound her to the Establishment.—Presby-
erian, U, S.

.
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WORDS OF THE WISE.

THE WINTER AND ITS MORAL ANALOGIES.
By Joux FosTER.

The Winter is generally felt an unpleasing and gloomy season of the year;
the moroe desirable 18 it to make it yield us some special good, by way of compen-
s tion. The prasticability of doing this, displays the excellence of mind ubove
matter, and the advantage of religion. The sky is gloomy ;— the light brief
and faing ;—the oarth torpil, sterile, and deprived ot beauty j—the whole sys.
tem of the clements ungenial ;—like a gene.al refusal of natyre to please s, or
atford us anything.  Well, but minp, with the aid of wisdom and religion, may
ot only flowrish within itself, but may compel the viry Winter to afford assist.
ance to its dving so. It may 1aise a richer produce than what the agriculturist
can inspring and summer,  And perhaps the truth is. that wislom aund piety
might find or make all seasons and seenes newrly equal, in point of yiclding the
most valuable advantage.  Theve are gratitying examples to this purpose.

Let us consider for a few moments, what the Winter senson might offer i
aid of instructive reflection.  And we may revert to the expression of the text,
“Thou hast made—Winter.™ God’s work and wisdom in it are to be regarded.
The Almighty Maker has fixed in the order of the world that which is the natu-
ral cause of the Winter; a most rema kable adjustment of supreme wisdom and
power, appearing at fi-st view, something like irregularity and disorder,—that
is, the inclination of the earth’s axis.  'We may note the signal benefits of this
adjustment to the whole earth, (stated by Dr. Keill) as contrasted with what the
consequences would have been of a po~ition which would have made the seasons
ahways the same, After this, we may observe that the Winter illustrates to s
the beneficent principal of distribution acted on by the Divine Providence. We
must have our Winter, in order that the iuhabitants of another part of the
world inay hiave their Summer. Not but that even we, separately considered,
are the better for this order: but see that out of view, and even suppuse it were
not so,—the people of the southern hem’sphere need to have their season of light
an | warmth, 10 make their allotted ground productive, and ripen its produce,
The sun and the fine season, leave us, to go to them. The Winter, therefore
seems to inculeate upon us a great lesson of equity and charity,—that we should
be willing to share the benefits of the system with the distant portions of our
great wide spread family;—w.ling to part with a pleasing possession for a season,
for their sukes, even if we could retain it. And the lesson might be brought
down to matters within a narrower circle.

Again,—the Winter should, by the very circumstance of i:s unproductiveness,
remind ws of the care and bounty of Divine Providence, in that, other seasons
are granted us which furnish supplies for this, and for the whole year.  There
is to be a season producing nothing, but therefore there ave seasons producing
mnie thao their share.  The Winter may admonish us, of these colder climates,
how entirely we are at the mercy of the Suvereign Lord of nature,—how whally
dependent on the order which he has established.  This is less obvious i those
regions where they have no Winter, in our sense of the word. But here, lovk
at the earth (speaking generally) ! look at the trees! an obdurate negation ;—
an appearance of haviug ceased to be for us;—under a mighty interdiet of
#eaven; We irht nearly as well go to the graves of the dead, to ask for
sympathy and aid. The ground seems not willing to yield us any thing but a
zeav - and that it is yielding every day to numbers to whom it would have
yickdled nothing else! ™ Striking consideration! that for ¢his service the earth
15 always riady. How mumy graves for the dying it will afford during these
mouths, in which it will atford no sustenance to the living! Would it not be a



THE CANADIAN PRESBYTER. .89
most solemn manifestation, if we could, in the living crowd, discern thost to whom
the enrth (the ground) has but one thing more to supply ¢ .

Another thing worth observing is that Winter discovers, in a scmewhat special
manner, the dispositions of mankind thus ;—men are in that season reduced
more to their own resources—are deprived of a delightful scene of varieties,
liberties, and entertnining circumstanees and ocenpation ;—are much more driven
llome, as it were, to themselves, and their own means;—and their dispositions
are shown in what they will now choose to do j—we mean in such part of their
time as is really at their disposal.  How pleasing it would be, to see geveraily a
recourse to such expedients for spending that time, as should tend to individual
and social improvement. It isso we trust, in many instances. It is generally so
in some countries, at least one, that is, Iceland. But look at a large portion of
our community, ocenpied in vain and dissipating amusements.  Some in 1evels of
excessive fostivity,—in convivial assemblies for utter trifling and levity—card
parties—theatres.  Winter thus shows what persons will chouse by preference,
when the dreary state of the natural world throws them upon their own means,
Bat what, will the vain and thoughtless do, when the world, with «ll its scasons,
finally excludes them %

“Say, dreamers of gay dreams!

How will you weather an cternal night
Where such expedients fail 7”

POETRY.
THE STAR OF THE MAGI.

In those blue skies afar,

I see one single solitary star;

Its radiant light,

Far from this toilsome world, so calmly, purely bright.

And even 8o, I dream,

Fell on the wise men’s eyes that mystic beam,
Which from their home

Led them through Judah's destined land to roam.

Oft as they journcyed on

Their glance was raised to where screnely shone
That silent star,

Guiding their steps so surely, though so far.

What thoughts, unknown before,

Swelled in those minds so rich in earth’s deep lore!
‘What did they seek ?

A king’s new-risen pomp? An infant Saviour meek.

And when the city spread

Its silent streets before them in the dead

Calm hush of night,

Above what palace roof beamed that celestial light ?

Soon had the star its rest,

Still shone its glittering orb on heaven’s pure breath,
But all its rays

Fell on a lowly spot down in that shadowy place.

They passed the humble door,

They bent undoubting gladly to adore

The Virgin’s Son;

They knew the King they sought, they knew their jouruey dous

Thou star of heavenly birth,

So guide us wandering through the dark of earth

Until we rest

Before Thy changeless throne, God for ever blest. A J.W.
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I = REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Mauoniss oF GENNESARET, by the Rev. Joun R. Macovrr. New York : Robert Carter &
Brothers. Moniéreal: B. Dawson. 12mo., pp. 388.

This volume deserves our hearty commendation. It will increase the roputy.
tion of its author, who has already won a large circle of adiniring readers i
Britain and America, by his devotional works—entitled tie * Morning and Night
Watches,” the Words of Jesus,” &e., &, We believe that these little bouks
have been much relished by the people of Gol.  All the writings of My, Ma..
duff are marked by tenderness and fervor of spirit, an the jresent volumeis in
these respects a true successor of his previous productions. It is also free frum
that o-casional grandiloyuence which mars some of the later, works from the same
pen: such as the ‘Family Prayers” and the * Memories of Bethany.! With 4
little more pruning, and an avoidance of fond expressions, Mr. Macduft's syl
will be the worthy aml graceful expression of his cultivated and pious minl,

The “ Memories of Gennesaret” copsist of a series of chapters on the gospe
scenes, events, and miracles connectd with that beautiful Like—the Sea of Gali-
lee. Muny of the striking passages in the public life of the Lord Jesus Christ
are thus gronped togather, Aud made the topics of consecutive meditation.  The
matter contained in the volume was obviously prepared in the first instance for
the pulpit, and may be taken as a specimen of the lectures which the author i
wont to deliver to his cong:egation in Glasgow. Description, exposition, and
practical exhortation are happily combined.

Mr. Macduff makes just aud ample acknowledgment of his obligations to pre-
vious writers—e-pecially to Stanley £ topographical informa ion, and to Stier,
‘Treuch, and Alford for expository assistance. We notice this the rather. since
Dr. John Cumming has had the effronte'y to publish two volumes on the Para-
bles and Miracles of our Lotd, which, so far as they are of any value arc manu
factured out of the ‘ Notes' of Trench, with only a most inadequate reference,
in his prefuce, to that imvaluable eclectic expositor.  Mr. Macduff, unlike Dr.
Cumming, is always honest in his acknowledgments, and correct in his critical
observations.

We can safely affinn that this cxcellent volume is worthy of a place in every
family aud congrezational library ju the Jand, W cannot, by a brief yuutation,
give any idea of its varied excellencies.  The followiug senteuces, however, from
the chapter eutitled * the Storm on the Lake,” may serve to illustrate the author's
eainest style :

“ That ‘Peace, be still’ has been & motto and watchword which these howling winds
of Gennesaret have wafted from age to age and from clime to clime sustaining faith in
sinking hearts, and producing in many a storm-swept bosom a ‘great calm.’ Oh!
happy for u- if all the hurricanes that -uffle life’s unquiet sea bave the effect of making
Jesus more precious. If God has to employ strong trials, severe afflictions, for this end,
let us not quarrel with this wise ordination. Better the storr with Christ than the
smooth water without him.

‘Far more the treach'rous calm I dread
Than tempests bursting overhead.’

It is the expression, not of the luxurious barrack, but the tented field, the trench and
night watch, which makes the better and hardier soldier. It is not the exotic nursed in
glass and artificial heat which is the type of strength; but the plant struggling for ex-
istence on bleak cliffs, or the pine battling with Alpine gusts, or shivering amid Alpine
snows. If there be a sight in the spiritual world more glorious than another, it is when
one sees (as may often be seen) a believer growing in strength and trust in God, by
reason of his very {riels—battered down by storm and bail, a great fight of afllictions
—enduring less of substance, loss of health, loss of friendss—yet standing by emptied
coffers and full graves, and with an aching but a resigned heart, enabled to say ‘heart
and flesh do faint and fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever."”
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Exatisi HEaArTs AND Enonism Haxng; or, THE RAILWAY AND THR Tnnx\!lﬁmq
Author of Memorials of Capt. H. Vicars. New York: Robt. Carter & Brothors... -
Montreal : B. Dawson. 12mo.

This is a little book of singular interest and peculiar werit, Its purport is to
show men and women who are placed in higher positions of life, how much of
Iicate feeling is to be found amorgt that great mass of their countrymen,
who cat their " bread wnder the heavier portion of the primeval curse. The
wiiter’s putpose Is also to suggest to Christian people in the upper ranks of life
how much the trials of the lowly may bn softened and their labours lightened
b kindly interest in their daily toil.© The book is a Diary of & warm hearted
Christian Jady’s labours amorg the navvies who woiked at the erection of
Svdenham Cristal Palace, and were engagel for the * Army Works Corps” in
the Ctimea. Tt contains wmany beawiiul and noble trials of English character.
These strong men e shown to possess bigh suseeptibilities of religious affec-
ton and cultwre.  Disinterested labours for their welfare are also appreciated
b them 1o au extent unknown among thuse who occupy mere favoured posi-
tiots it the socinl seale. The nariatives of this volume and the letters from the
mavvivs which it eontains have all the marks of genuine truthfuluess.  There is
aficshiness and a naivetd about them guite chiarming,  We cannot too strongly
recommend this bouk to the attention of Christian renders, fecling assured that
tiey will aise from its perusal gieawly enriched with spiritual thoughts and
affections,

The following extract will give an idea of its contents :—

“Few features in the character of the navvies have attracted my admiration, and in-
terested me so warmly, as their power of strong brotherly friendship for each other.
Separated, as so often they are in mere boyhood, from the sweet influences of home—
as beautiful and binding in the cottage as in the castle—thc yearning of the young
beart for human affection often finds its response in a friendship furmed after the
fashion of the unrivalled love which glorific. the lives of Junathanand David. An un-
selfich regard, and even generous preference for each other’s benefit, is no uncommon
trait; and many a man have [ seen, in time of sickness, supported by his ¢ mate” with
sbrother's kindness, and nursed with a mother's gentle eare.

The friendship between Samnel Bush and Joseph W was an instance of this.
They had wandered about tue country together, and had worked side by side, mutually
sharing their gains, and nursing each other through illness »nd accident. Together
they had too often joined in the reckless revelry of the public-house ; together they had
striven against 1ts temptations; had fallen back into them zain; and together they
had made fresh efforts to live a new life.

It was in the month of February 1854, that Joseph W—— first became personally
known to me, although Samuel had been in the habit of bringing him to the readings
for some time previously.

One morning Juseph came to the Rectory in breathless haste, with a request that I
would come and see his landlord, whom he believed to be dying from a sudden attack
of inflammation. I promised to go immediutely after breakfast; but he wonld not hear
of any delay, urging that it might be too late.

When we reached the cottage we found that the poor man was quite sensible, and
anxious for prayer. As Ircse from my knees, I heard Joseph going down stairs, sob-
hing; and as I pussed through the kitchen on my way out, he was sitting with his
arms on the table and his face hidden. I said, “ Joseph, I hope Clarke's sudden illness
speaks to you to be ready.”

“It do, it do,” he said, without looking up; “and I hope it will speak to Sammy,
&Di ’Sam is a good boy, if it weren't for the drink; but that has been the ruin of us

th.”

“But you and Samuel are both trying to live better lives now? Be earnest in asking
the Holy Spirit of God to help you to make the change at once, for * the time is short.”
b “ Yesd; is it not 7" (with his face still hidden.) * Loock at Clarke! Oh, I hope he'l}
e saved !”

“I think you must have had a good mother, Joseph, who taught you something of
the value of an undying soul.”
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Y
-‘&A good mother! Oh, hadn’t 11" (looking up brightly through his tears.) #She
{aught me to pray, and all sorts of good ways"—then, suddealy dropping his head again
~¢but I broke her heart nine years ngo.”

4+ Oh, Joseph! how sad for you to lose so good a mother!”

¢ Oh, but she’s not dead though! only she broke her heart about my taking to the
drink, and going away from her on navvy work.”

4 Have you been to see her lately ?” ’

¢ No, not for nine years.”

4 You write to her, of course?”

% Well, no, I don't.”

 Why, how is that? You can write, can you not?”

“ Oh yes; but you sce there's so many things to think of in writing—100 many for
a navvy. There’s the cover, and the stamp, and the paper, and the seal, and the pen
and ink ; that's six.”

“ Well, if you will come with me, I will give you o ‘self-sealing’ cover with a stamp
on it, and the pen and paper, and the ink you can burrow from your landlady.”

“ Well, I will give you half-a-crown for them.”

4 No, Joseph ; that would be a great deal more than they are worth, and you shall
have them as a present. But go to the post-office, and spend your half-crown in stamps,
and put them in your letter to your mother, to buy a new cap as agift from her son.”

€ Well, that is a good thonght.” 4

He was off like an arrow, and arrived at the Rectory shortly afterwards, in great
glee, to receive his treasures; nnd especially appreciated a steal-pen with a brilliant
blue pen-holder. :

On the next Sunday evening, I asked him if he had received an answer. He said,
“No; and so I'll never write again as long as I live.”

¢ Oh, Joseph, think better of it, and write again; if you have taken nine years to
write your letter, you may allow your mother more than three days for answering 1t."

After the next cottage-reading, he said, * Well, T wroto again, and have got no
answer. Mother has thrown me over anyhow ; so Pll never write no more, to the end
of my days.”

“ But your mother way be ill—too ill to write. What do you think of writing to
your sister to inquire about her ?”

“ Mother ill!  Ah! to be sure. I never thought of that, poor dear old soull Well,
T'll try it once again, and sec what it "1l fetch.”

On the next Sunday evening Joseph was early at the cottage, and before the rest had
agsembled he handed an open letter to me. ¢ There now, please read that, ma'am, and
tell me what you think of mother. She was ill, bless her!”

The letter was so beautiful, that [ read it, with Juseph's proud permission, to the
little assembly, at the close of our Scripture reading, and the hearts of other sons re-
sponded to that Christian mother’s tend 'r aud solemn appeal. It had so happened, in
the awful providence of God, that the drunkard who had first led Joseph, when a boy
of gixteen, to a public-house, had lefta beer-shop in a state of intoxication, and had
fallen into & reservoir, and was drowned. This took place the same day that Joseph's
letter had caused his mother to say, in the gladness of her heart, **This my son was
dead, and is alive again ; he was lost, and is found.”

GERMAN THEOLOGICAL REVIEWS.
(English Presbyterion Messenger.)

Eacn German state hasits cheap and popular perioldicals for geueral re wling.
The same necessity for ditfusing information and sustaining interest on reiigion
questions is fult there as is experienced here.  But, in addition to these, Ger-
many has reviews of long-est ‘blished «haraete: an | deservedly of great infuene.
In our conntry, for various though not satisfactory reasons, theological reviess
find it difficnlt to keep their ground.  The * Presbyterian Review™ and vani ws
others went down, after a longer or bricfer period of s'rugcling existeuce. Yl’cr-
haps one explanation of this may be that such literary public.ttious as the ¢ North
British® and the * British Quarterly,” aimit in cvery number articles that are
of a thenlngical nature ; and few minis'ers can affwd to tuke in mo.e than o
review, Theological reviews must look for support chiefly to professional
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waders, By the way, the medical quarterlies have, in a gnod measure, given
wiy in the profession to the weekly * Lancet” and  Medical Times.”

The two 1 hief reviews of Germany are the Protestant “ Studien n. Kritiken,”
adl the Romarist * Tilingen Quartal Selnift.”  The former has been estab-
Inshed thirty years, the Intier thisty-uine.  Both ave conducted under the editor-
ship of associated divines, and coutain in eacl number original papers on sub-
juts of irnportance, and reviews of bouks of merit.  Papers are not unfrequently
wprinted from either in o separate form.  The 1eviews are chiefly of German,
jut vecasionally of French and Italian works ; in the volumes for 1857 there is
mt a single notice of any English book.

Gernian Romanism is a much more respectable thing than cither English or
Freneh Romanism,  Soathern and Rhenish Germany have renwined Romanist
alalong.  They have vetained their ol academical institutious, or have had
aluitions made to them. Learning has always been valued, and partisan vlira-
montanisin has never reached the height that it now liolds buth among French
aud English priests.  The contributions to theological literature of the German
Romanists are 1uch more valuable than those of any other class of their co-
religionists. No theological library can be considered coumplete which wants
teworks of Molley, Klge, and Iefele. The last mentioned is one of the
alitors and chief” contributors to the “ Quartal Schrift.”  1lis great forte is
thureh history, to which, by his painstaking edition of the “ Aposiolic Fathers,”
and his elaborate “ Zlistory of the Councils,” now in course of publication, he
he made valuable contributions,  In the volume for 1857 the must elaburate
anii les ave from his pen.  1le writes upon the anathemas pronounced on Pope
Honorius ; upon the Munothelite controversy, two very long and learned articles,
besides reviewing a quantity of publications on historical and archiological sub-

*jets, In all the writings of Professor Hefele, there is thorough knowledge of

sis subject, a ealm and academival way of writing, and much fairness of yeneral
and incidentl remark.  He is always referred to by German Protestant theo-
logians, as in Herzog’s “Cyclopedia” and the reviews, with much respect.
Next in ability and influence to Heiele is Dr. H. Denzinger. professor at Wurtz-
hurg.  Aberle, Kithn, and Zukrigl, all professors at Tibingen, ave also «ovtribu-
trs o the veview.  Tts chief distinction seeins to be in the department of Church
history 5 many interesting tupics connected with which have been treated during
the past year. Compared with anything which either Romish England or
Franee can produre, the * Quartal Schrift” is of high distinetion and merit.
Taken in connection with the * Kirchen Lexicon” of Wetzer and Welte, it
shows a great amount of talent and learning possessed by the Romanists of
Germany.

But we naturally feel most interested in the Protestant literature of our Teu-
tome contemporaries. The “ Studien u. Kritiken ” enjoyed the advantage of
ad from Neander, Giescler, and Liicke in their lifetime ; and under the editor-
thip of such men as Ullmann, Julius Miiller, and Nitzsch, it has not degene-
rated from its furmer reputation.  We find that he excellence of its articles
ranges over a wider scope than of its Romanist contemporary. Exegetical lit-
eratuie occupies an important part of its contents, and not a little light is cast
upon difffcult veises or passages of the Word of God.  Among the most remark-
abie papers which have lately appeared, are two very elaborate ones from Julius
Vidller upon the Spirit and the Word ; some by Dr. Schmidt of Strasburg on
French Church history and kiudred topics, and one by Auberlen on Melchize-
tek's priesthood. There are fewer books noticed each quarter than ju the
"Quartal Schrift,” but the notices are more elaborate and exbaustive. Its the-
ology, of course, is somewhat laxer than that of our incomparable standards, but
the evangelical reader will seldom find anything to excite irritation in his mind.
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In the enlarged appreciation of excellence undes ditferent external forms, and in
all ages of the Church, the better German writers surpas. all others.  The theo.
Ligian who is ignorant of German, woiks at o great dissdvantage, and it wope
worth while to a quire the language, were it ouly to possess the power of veading
steh areview as the * Studien u Krittken,” and such a repertory of theo o)
informarion as the * Cyclopedia ™ of Herzoy, : °
We may mention that Professor hgenba b of Dasle, well known by e
publicarions on various eras of Church history, is now eliting n series of the
Calvinistic Reformers of tihe Continert, in nine volumes, with biozraphies and
porteaits, at the sabseription price of five shillings a volume.  The first volume.
Zwingle, has already appeared, & volume of nearly 800 przes.  The l!lldll,‘llﬂkil';{'
is well worthy of suppoit from all German scholars, : '

e ——— e e e e e o e

SUMMARY OF INTELLIGENCE,

ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY. .

Farx Curren a1 Manra.—QOn the last Sabbath of the year 1857, & new Free Chureh
v.a3 opened on this island.  The Rev. George Wisely is the Pastor.  The edifice is said
to be elegant and commodious, and cost £3500.

Scortisn Eviscoral Cuurci.—Much excitement has been awakened in the Scottish
Episcopal Church, by the assertion by the Bishop of Brechin, in & charge to his clergy,
of his belief in the presence, so as to be objects of adoration, of the body and biood of
Christ in the communion elements. Three of the Scotch bishops—Bishops Terrot,
Ewing, and Trower—have issued a protest against this view. Much correspondence
s taken place among the lay members of the Chureh, and it is reported that a party
are prepared to leave unless the Bishop's Charge be authoritatively condemned. )

Missions AMONG THR Frrxcn CANaDIANS.—It i3 becoming more evident, day by day,
that each Protestant Church in Canada will organise and prosecute a mission amon'g
the French Canadian Romanists. The ¢hurch of England has the mission of Sabrevois:
the Baptiste continue their successful labors at Grande Ligne and various other stauons
on the South Shore of the St. Lawrence : and now the Wesleyan Methodists have inti-
mated their intention to conduct a separate Methodist mission. The French Canadian
Migsionary Socicty remaing on its general, nun-denominational busis, but the move-
ments above mentioned throw it of necessity into the bands of the Congregationalists
and Presbyterians.

Prussia.—The Prince of Prussin, the father of Prince Frederick William, has long
been the warmest supporter of the idea of a close English alliance on the grounds of
broad pulicy. He is also the determined opponent of that movement Romeward, which
has appeared in the Protestant Church of Prussia, as well as in the Church of England.
He feels that the true strength of Lis hingdom is to be found in the maintenance of an
evangelical Protestantism, cqually oppused to Rationalism, on the one hand, and high
Lutheranism on the other. Alrendy, in the short period of his regency, and with only
limited powers, he has markedly indicated his tendency. Ile was understood ty be.
like the king, most friendly to the meeting of the Evangelical Alliance at Berlin,

Epixnuran Biste Sociery.—This Association held its annual meeting on the 1yth
January. It was largely and influentially attended. The chairman was Mr. Adam
Black, M.P. Mr. Black, in speaking of the advantages even of the silent teaching of the
Bible, referred to the case of Madagascar, where the Church of God had continued to
grow by its means after the bamshment of the missionaries. He stated, in regard to
the progress of the Society,—¢ During the last ten years, the circulation uf the Bible by
the Society has gone on every year exceeding the number of the preceding. Last year
shows a larger circulation than auy of the former, exceeding that of 1836 by 7466
Bibles and Testaments,—the total number being 61,687 I hiave only to say in conclu-
sion, that I lrust the Society will go on increasing in its labour, :nore and more every
year.” The Report stated, that of these 61,687, 6489 were Gaelic, and 16,593 were
copies of the English Scriptures for distribution in [reland. A number had been sent
to the colonies; 5000 copies of the German School Bible, and 10,000 tracts against the
Apocrypua, had been sent to Mr. Oncken of Hamburg. The speakers were Colonel
Anderson, the Rev. Dr. Thomson, the Rev. Mr. Rainy, &c.
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DraTi oF TuE Bisnor or CALcuTtA.—Dr. Daniel Wilson, long known as the evange-
veal Viearof Islington, who hasoccupied the See of Calcutta for & quarter ofa Century,
hae died in a good old age. The selection of his successor will be watched with great
anxiety by the friends of India Missions. No common man should be placed in the seat
that has been filled by Reginald Heber and Daniel Wilson.

onpiNaTioN AT ST. Eraracie.—On Friday, 26th February, the Rev. A. Allan was
ardained to the office of the Holy Ministry by the Presbytery of Montreal, and inducted
mto the pastoral charge of the three associated atations of 8t Bustache, St. Therese
de Blainville and Grande Freniere. The services of the day were conducted by the
gev. T. Henry of Lachute, Rev. A. F. Kewmp of Monueal, and Rev. II. Campbell of
rornwall. A large congregation was present on this interesting and solemn oceasion.

ProgrESE OF THE GosPEL IN Syria.—.\ recent letter from Beyrout says,—Among the
Armenians, the good work goes on steadily and rapidly. [ may mention in reference
1o Antioch and Kessab, that we have the most interesting accounts of God s wonderful
works among those simple and sincero minded viliagers, You remember the half-dozen
Protestants whom we met in Kessab, six years ago. Now, Mr. Morgan writes that
there are over 500 souls in the Protestant community, and seventy-gix Church members.
In all the villages and hamlets around, the Gogpel leaven is working powerfally.

Reugiovs Linorty 18 Trxis.—A remarkable change hae taken place in 1 s, Nor~
thern Africa, which i= nominally tributary to Turkey, brought about by the in  nce of
the British Consul-general, The Bey of Tunis has been induced to revolutionize his
government by the introduction of radical reforms in favour of religious, civil and
rommercial liberty to citizens of every class: and on September 9, in presence of the
reign agents and residents, gave a Constitution to his country, whose provisions he,
with his ministers, swore to maintain inviolate. The constitution guarantees religions
iherty, with security of life and property, regarding all religiors sects and ranks as
rqual in the eye of the law, and abolishing all exclusive privileges and immunitics
neretofore enjoyed by Mussulmans. By this act, this kingdom, with a population of
iwo millions, with its fine climate and fertile soii, has taken a step which places it poli-
»rally, morally and socially, in advance of many of the Christian kingdoms of Europe,
and opens it to the commerce of the worid.

Tyraxsy 1v France —The Times (London) has the following on the present expres-
sion of religions liberty in France :—The French Protestants are not, it would seem,
sHowed schanls enough to carry on the cducation of the young members of the commu-
vian  The Freneh law provides nominally the amplest liberty on this point; but, as »
writer in the Journal o5 Debats observes, French laws take away in one part the liber-
ties which they allow in another. The Iaw of 1850 on primary instruction provides that
wery Freneh citizen of twenty-ane years of age, and furnished with a regular diploma
wstfving his eapacity, can open a school after furmally announcing his intention to do
. This is the gift, but now comes the drawback. The rector of the Academic Coun-
~taf the department, or the Prefect filling the same functivns, may object on the ground
« publie marals ” This proviso, is of course, only legally directed against a had cha-
neter in the sehool-master: but, onee inserted in the law, it is interpreted to apply to
wy bad consequence whatever which may be supposed likely to follow the erectiop of
s Protestant school. 1t i3 voted a danger to “ public morals” if the Roman Catholic
mrt of & distriet dislike the erection of this new school, and if therefore discord and
it therefore discord and irritation can be apprehended. If the pricsthood of the district
smmunicate their apprehension of this resnlt to the authorities of the commune,—the
uthorities of the commune decide against the erection of the school, and the refusal is
~anfirmed by the Academic Council. If the Minister of public instruction is appealed
s, he disowns any power in the matter, and pronounces the decision of the Academic
Comneil final.  Of course, such a rule of interpretation as this, is simply to say that
whatever displeases the priesthood is opposed to * public morals” But not only are
the Prf)testanls denied schaols, but even places of worship. Churches raised by private
«ubscription, and ready for use, remain unoccupied in many places, for want of the
uecessary authorization. The Protestants, after building their Church, come to the
Yayor fur this final legal form, and are told, to their astonishment, that there are no
Protestants in the place, or not enongh to make a congregation. What is to be done ?
Inone ¢ se of this kind the village crier wag sent round to beat up the members of the
cummunion by ¢ tuck of drum ;” they appeared personally before the Mayor, who, being
aliberal gentleman, did not deny the evidence of visible arithmetic, and granted the
authorization.
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ARCHDEACON HARE.—A posthumous volume of Sermons preached on public occasions
by this eminent English clergyman has just been published. A complete uniform edi-
tion of Julius Charles Hare’s works is wanted on both sides of the Atlantic.

REPRINTS FROM BLACKWOOD'S MagaziNg.—The beautiful “Seaside Studies” by G. H.
Lewes which have appeared in Blackwood, are now published in 2 handsome volume.
Mr. Eliot’s ¢ Scenes from Clerical Life,’ are also published in a separate form, and have
been reprinted in cheap style in New York.

Revision or THE ENcL1sH BiBLE.—This subject continues to engage attention among§
the more scholarly Divines of the Mother Country. A revised version of the Gospel
according to John, has been prepared and published by five Clergymen of the Church
of England, to show how practicable a general revision would be, with very few alter-
ations, and no loss of simplicity and dignity of style. Other New Testament Books aré
1o be revised in the same way by the same Clergymen, who possess very high qualifi
cations for their task. Among the five are those celebrated Biblical Critics—Dead
Alford, and Mr. Ellicott.

BriTisy AND ForgiGN EvANGELICAL Review.—The January number of this quarterly
contains nine articles selected and original, and is a fair specimen of the Periodical-
To our thinking, the best article is that which originally appeared in the PrincetoB
Review on ‘“Old Orthodoxy, new Divinity, and Unitarianism.” There is also a lon§
and able original paper in reply to certain remarks of the late Sir William Hamilton 0B
the views beld by Dr. Chalmers on the subject of Philosophical necessity. This paper
is by the Editor, Principal Cunningham. We should have read it with more pleasure, if
it had been couched in more temperate language.

HaveLock's Paprs.—General Havelock, we (Atheneum) hear, hag left behind him
valuable papers more or less antobiographical; papers descriptive of his feelings as &
religious man engaged in war, of his mode of dealing with his troops, and of his rels”
tions to governing officials. We rejoice to hear that these papers are in good hands
and that ere long they will be in every body’s hands.

A “Biographical Sketch of Sir Henry Havelock, K.C.B.” is announced from the presé
of James Nisbet & Co. It is prepared by the Rev. William Brock, a well known BapP~
tist Minister in London.

WeLLiNaTON'S DESPATCHES.—The first volume of the ¢ Supplementary Despatches and
Memoranda” of the great Duke of Wellington has appeared in London. The papers 8r°
edited by the present Duke. They are 8o issued as to range with the first of the l?”
Col. Gurwood’s editions of the Duke of Wellington’s Despatches, that being the editio®
which is most extensively distributed about the world. The new matter relates who}ly
to the career of Arthur Wellesley in India, and it is of the highest interest, the per}
over which it extends being that of Lord Mornington’s-~the Marquess of Wellesley's—
Indian administration, and a considerable portion of the new matter consisting of
confidential information and advice furnished by Arthur Wellesley for his brother's usé
and now placed within reach of the public by the Marquess Wellesley’s executors.

AwEricaN Bisrr SocieTy.—The painful controversy in regard to the alterations med®
by a Committee of this Society in the old English edition of the Holy Scriptures il
resulted in a return to the old paths. With the exception of the Rev. Dr. Spring,
the members of the Committee in question resigned their seats. Among these are pr
Robinson, Dr. Vermilye, and Dr. Storrs. ‘

The following are the resolutions carried by a large majority :—

“ Resolved, That the Society’s present Standard English Bible be preferred to tbe
Standard Committee on Versions for examination; and in all cases where the 8
differs in the text or its accessories from the Bibles previously published by the S0.0l_“”
the Committee are difected to correct the same, by conforming it to previous edm;d
printed by this Society, or by the authorised British presses; reference also being
to the original edition of the translators, printed in 1611; and to report such co!
tions to this Board, to the end that a new edition, thus perfected, may be adopted 88
Standard Edition of the Society. \ cioBy

“ Resolved, That until the completion and adoption of such new Standard Ed}“""
the English Bibles to be issued by this Society shall be such as conform to the editf
of the Society anterior to the late revision, so far a8 may be practicable, and excePC,
cages where the persons or auxiliaries applying for Bibles shall prefer to be supP
;rom copies of the present Standard Edition mow on hand or in process of

acture.”



