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ACCOUNT

‘._MY . OF »
_ Polly Sterns,
A GIRL OF TWELVE YEARS OF AGFE,

WHO LIVED ON LORD COLLIER’S MANOR, IN THE

PROVINCE OF LOWER CANADA :

WHO WAS CORVERTED TO THE LOVEB OF GOD 1V
A WONBERFUL MANNFR, AND IT PROVED TO
BE A HOPESUL CONVERSATION OF THE
'WHOLE FAMILY AND A GREAT MARY
OF THE NEIGHBORS IN THX TOWN.
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ACCOUNT, &ec. |
I shall now relate the wonderful conver- - |
sion of a girl, who lived on Collier’s Man. K
w or in the province of Lower Canada, called ‘
. Polly Sterns.  Her father was a poor man,
Ta ‘ a man that was™apt to drink hard, anda -
: - man of no religion; no; not so much as a__
: form of religion, he was very unguarded in i
; : hisconversasion and would frequently curse
' and swear very bad and his wife and chil. . _
dren followed his example, and theve was -
much quarrelling and contention between:
- him and his wife. She would often up-

- braid him for drunkenness, and he would
aupbraid her for laziness and wastefulness ;
thus it was an uncomfartable family, amd

" they did not seem to fear.God nor man.
- THey had about two milés from them, a-
. ~ery godly neighbor by the name of Marsh,
N ~ whose wife wanted thi% Polly Sterns to 1
P .come and with her,and Polly’s mother said ¢
- she might go, if she was willing. Polly ]
£ . said she was willing, and Mrs. Marsh took
r ' ~ her home with her. Asthey were going
along, Mrs. Marsh asked how old she was?
Shesaid a little above twelve years. - 'Why,
v : * said Mrs>Marsh, your mether is well off
Z ’ for help. "Yes, said Polly, if they were
5 . willing to work ; my oldest sisteT is sixteen
. years old, and the other fourteen, and al.
though my mother curses and swears at
them almost balf the time, yet they do not
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both of them do a maid’s days work ina
day. Can.you spin, Polly ? said Mrs.
Marsh, Yes, said Polly, a little, I should
have learned better, but the girls were al-
ways swearing ‘at me if I meddled with
their wheels; 1t was that which made me
so willing to go to your house, I hope you
will let me learn to spin ? Yes, Polly, said
Mrs. Marsh, you may spin as much as you
please, and I will learn you all that I can.

. Atnight,befere Mr. Marsh went to. bed,
“he went to prayer, and as Polly had never
heard a prayer in her life before, she was

surprised tq-_{‘eﬁe-q . Marsh talking to
something, as I} saw and was convers-

ing with somebody. Shecould not seeany

body that he could be talking to, and this
gave her some uneasines in her mind, as
she afterwards related. But the next mor-
ning, Mr. Marsh had another spell of talk-

- ing as he had the night before, and Polly
was niow more surprised, than she was be-

fore; for she knew there was nobody in

'sight, as she went to the windows and look-

ed out to see if she could find who he was
talking ‘o, but she could not, and she felt
so uneasy, that’soon after prayers she told
Mrs, Marsh she wanted to go home.” Mr.

Marsh asked her what she wanted to go.

home for? She would not tell, bat said I
will come again.” Well, said Mrs, Marsh,
youmay go home,but I hoye ou will come

aid
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again. She said she would and home she
went.

As soon as she got home, she informed
her father and mother of Mr. Marsh’s talk-
ing last night.and this morning, and dear
daddy said she, who do you think he was
talking to? To the devil, I suppose, said
the father. - '

The poor girl got no satisfaction, and
went back to Mr. Marsh’s, but looked ex-
ceeding sober, as she could not find out
who it was, or for what it was that he had
these spells of talking. At night Mr.
Marsh went to prayer again, and as soon

i as he had done, Polly went to him andsaid,
~ pray Mr. Marsh who have you been talking
: . to? Mr. Marsh said the question struck’
his ‘mind with such a serious inquiry,

whether he had been in heart praying to

God, or whether he had been mocking God

with lip service, that at first he made no an-

swer, but at length he said, why Polly, I

have beentrying topray to God. ToGod,

said Polly, where is he? Oh! said Mr.,

Marsh, he is in all places and spaces, he

fills immensity, he sees, hears and knows

ail things, even all our thoughts; did you |,

" know, Polly, tﬁat there was such a God ?

e I have heard, said Polly, my father and
= mother swear by God, a great many times,

. but I did not know who he was, or where
“he was; neither did I think of his being so
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near to us as to hear or know what we did

or said.
Mr. Marsh then went on, and inforrned

| Polly of God’s creating the w orld, of Ad-

am and Eve, of their being made upright
and free from sin, of their being placed in
the garden of Paradise and of their rebell-
ion against God, by cating the forbidden
fruit, and that all mankind must have been
sent to hell after death, to a place of fire
and brimstone, if it had not been for the
Lord Jesus Christ, who, said he, has suflar-

ed for oursins, died on a cross of wood, bis

feet being nailed to the fatal wood, and

there expired for the love he had for poor

sinners, so that all sinners may now be sa®-
ed that will believe in and love the Lord Je-
sus Chrlst, but all that dg not repent of

their sins, and believe in and love hlm,'

must still go to hell, for if they love sin

more than Christ, they must eternally per-
ish.

Mr. Marsh talked and' enlightened her

‘mind in gospel truth for the space of two

hours, tiil atlast Polly cried out, Oh! Mr.
Marsh, what shall I do? I am a poor un-
donecreature Ihave lied, cursed and swore,
been disobedient to my father and,mother,
quarrelled with my brothers and sisters and

- and oftentimes wished them in hell, and did

notknow what aplacehell wastill this night;

and now 1 cxpect I'am going to that drcad. '
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ful place myself Mr. Marsh told her, that

. if she. would believe-in, and love the Lord

Jesus Christ, she might be saved. Oh!

~ suid she how can I believe that Christ can
~or will save me when I am so great a sin-

ner? Oh! Polly, said Mr, Marsh, your be-

ing a great sinner, will not hinder your be-

ing saved if you are but willing to be saved.

'Oh' dear, Mr. Marsh, said she, I feel will-
ing to be’ saved, and if 1 posmbly could, I

would be saved from that dreadful hell.—-

That, Polly, said Mr., Marsh, I expect is.

true but you must want to be saved from
your sins, as well as from the punishment
of sin. -

It had got to he late in the night, and all went to

bed, but Poily slept not a wink, as she afierwards in-:

formed ; for, slhie said, she was afraid she should a-

wake in helly and therefore dare not go to sleep.
This distress of mind continued about three weeks,

when she was brought to see that God could for

hrist’s sake, save her and all sinners, that trusted in
him ; and then she cried out glory to God, for what .

he is in himself, and for the gift of Jesus his dear Son,
for poor perishing sinners like me ; Oh! Mr. Marsh,
said she, I see such a fullness in Christ’s merits that

there is enough for all the world if they will but ac- .

cept of it.

She now wanted to go home, to see her father and
mcther, brothers and sisters.  Well, Polly, said Mr.
Marsh, you may ride my horse, and he tackled his
horse with his wife’s side-saddie:  When Polly got
home, she found her father and mother in one of their
old quarrels, cursing znd swearing, This almost
broke Polly’s heart,.and she couid dov ncthing but
weep.  Her father suid, what alls our Poll 2 She has

-
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sgot to be 2 fool, and does nothing but sniveland roar.

But Polly could not speak till it got to be néar bed

time, when the old man said, well, I intend to go to
bed. Then Polly’s mouth-was opened, she went to
her .daddy and said, Oh ! dear daddy, will you go to
prayer first? Mr. Marsh prays every night and morn-
ing, and the Lord hears him, and they live exceed-
ingly happy ; it was to God he was praying when I did
rot know whohe was talking to. Do, dear daddy,
pray before you go to bed.—1I won’t pray, said the old
_man, they may piray that have a mind to, 1 shall not
pray. Well dear daddy, said she, may I pray? Yes,
said the old man, all night if you have a mird to.—
Poor Jittle Polly kneeled down, and cried out, Oh'!
thou great Creator of all worlds, thou God of love,
for Jesus Christ’s sake help each soul of us, here in
thy presence, to pray and cry unto thee for the par-

. don of our sins, for without help from thee we must

cternally - perish, Oh! dear Jesus, grant me thy
spirit that I may be enabled to pray, for I cannot pray
aright without thy spirit. * Oh! gracious God, we are
all sinners and are bound to the world of hell if we do
ot repent ; Oh! gracious God, wilt thou give us all
a heart to repent of our sins ; Oh ! most graeious God,
wilt thou help my honored father to pray ? Oh! dear
Lord, give him to see that it is his indispensable duty,

to pray for and with the family that God has given hima

* __By this time the father began to pray sure enough.
The Lord, said he, have mercy on my soul, I am un-
done without help from God—what shall I do?

" 1 have never done any thing but sin against God and
I expect that hell .must be my portion for €ver and
ever. The mother was likewise crying out, what
must I do, or can I do? § have spent a whole life in
sin ! —Oh ! Lord, have mercy wasall she could say,

The childreny by this :ime, were all weeping, be-
‘ing under concern of mind. utd as soon as Polly had
done prayers she begun to exhoit her brothers and
sisters, in a most pressing manner. to fly for refuge
to Jesus Christ, as the oniy way to be saved ; and then
she related all that Mr, Marsh had told her and th:

- | a
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effect that it had upen her mind. and how she got
comfort; and, said she, I see merit enough in Christ,
for all the world that will trust in him and love him,
and hate sin and forsake it.

There was not a wink of sleep in the family the .
whole night, but all were crying and praying for mer-
cv. The father wanted Polly to pray aguin, for, said
Le, 1 believe you have got an interesf at the throne of
grace. Poor little Polly fell on her knees, and im-
plored mercy for her dear father and mother, and all
~ her tender brothers and sisters, for a long time, and -

at last cried out, Oh ! Lord. I do not know how tolet

ce gu, or how to leave off crying to thee, except
thou bless these distressed soulsby the pardon of
their sins. )

Before Polly had done praving, the father and
mother cricd out, glory to Godq far his infinite love
and j;oodness, and they both™ sung redeeming graee
and dying love, and poor Polly’s heart, rejoicing at
God’s goodness, was praising God with her parents.

Oh my dear wife, said the father, I used to quarrel
and find fault with yeu, but Oh! it was myself that
ras wholly to blame, and not you—I pray, my dear
wife, that you woeuld forgive me—I hope 1 shail nev--
er do again so wickedly as I have done. Oh!my
dear husband, said the mother, it was not you that was
to blame for our contentions, it was mysclf, my dear
husband, and if you.cen forgive me I hope never to
treat you wickedly sgain.

Al former difficulties were settled and made up,
and Within the space of three weeks, all-the brothers
and sisters were hopefuliy converted, and a very hap-
py house it was. Phis wonderful work in this fam-
ily, was noised <1} over the manor, and almost every
bady came to sce them. and “as the family were very
free in telling what God had'done for their souls ; it
proved a matter of conviction, so that in the space of
about twzlve months, 2 goed number of precious .
souls were hopefully converted to the love of God.—
This was in the year 1794, and may be depended on
as truthy : END.



