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LADY ABRRDEENS ADDRESS.

At a Public Meetikg, beld in the
TownHall, Port Arthur, on Tuesday,
Sept. 25; the following address was de-
liveréd by Her Excellency, Lady Aber-

| deen: ‘

Mrs Gibbs and Ladies:
cult t6 respond appropriately to th
very kind vrords with which Mrs Gib
has welcomed me; I can only tell you
how deeply touched 1 am by the very
genuune sisterly cordiality of her greet.

_ing. I can assure youthat I feel it to be

i a very great privilege and honor thus

i to be allowed to emue in contact wit
the women worker- of Port Arthut
and Fort Williaur-and to be counted

- by them as a friend and fellow worker.

{ have already had t.hat;“‘frivilege “in
many other cities of Canada, and I feel
itto be an inexpiessible advantage to
be allowed to come into touch with all
.the manifold works and activities
which are being carried out through-
out the Dominion, for the wellfare of
the community at large, and, indeed, I
feel it would be more appropriate if I
were #'listener this afternoon instead
of a speaker, for [ would like you to
tell me as a stranger all that you are
enrrying on amongst you and thus to
give me helpand inspiration. I under-
stand, however. that you wish to con-
fer.together concerning a movement,
which I have the honor o representing,
and Mis Gibbs, and that beautiful
society called the Kings Daughters,
with whom I claim special sisterhood
and membership, were good enough to
suggest such a mweeting as this and to
take in hand its organization, repre-
senting all the various societies and
churches in Port Arthur. in order that
I might have the opportunity of tell-
ing you something of this National
Council of \\ omen of Canada, which is
intended by its authors and prompotars
to fi , as it were, a golden link unit-
ing nll the women workers from ocean
to ocean in bonds of sistethood for the
highand holy work which they are
called on to undertake by virtare of
their common womanhood, and their
common responsibilities in this fair
country: -
. ,L'am glad, therefore, to . meet you
and to_respond to this invitation, re-
cognizing how great is' the missicn

e .
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which has been given to the women of
Canada—the women of a conntry which
inheritssuch high traditions from tim-
es past and which, as & population poss-
exses all the elements of greatuess, and
who as a peeple are God-fearing and law

country if- its women can ouly
be found true _ to those high respon-
sibilities which have been laid upon
them: if they baild up howmes frnn
whence will issue intihences whici:

ot e mbiding It is impossible not torecog-
I find it d":i::/l;ize \vgmt,mfutmr must le before this

will buth sweeten and exalt the whole
current of national life and when we
look around for a sign as to whether
our women are going to be tine to
their respunsibility, both of a private

and a public natwre, I think . we haie ’

very much réason for thankfulness and
Tor faith in the future. It has been sur-
prising to those who have. orgunized
these women c -uncils, in various cen-
ters of populations, when they have
come to enquire into the various insti-
tations and societies existing therein
to find how many and how varied they
are. [ have had the pleasuie of speak-
ing to the re| otatives of
some of your organizations and I_could
see that the women of thiscity are
not behind otherk, and that-iu. all the
churches there are various societies for
various purposes. I will not.go owesr
the various forms- of philauthropic,
religious, and educational work which
exists amongst'yon, and which. in one
form or another hag, I ¢ ubt nat, the
sympathy of each one here, even when
they eannot personally. participate in
their efforts. T hd
But let usgo back and ask how has
this . come wbout? Did it exist 15
years ago ? or even-10 or 12 ago? , We
find that great. progress has taken
place, during the last few years in
.women’s work and oppmrtunities for
good in all the countries of the world,
- and we can observe this fact in small
outlyipg places. as well as in large cit-
ies and centers of population. “The fact

. 18, ladies, that womnen have found out

that “union is.strength.” There used
to he a sort. of idea that women could
not.work together. We have heard on
all sides that women had soire sort of
inherent. incapacity for working 1
gether. but I think that that assertion
has heen pretty well contigdicted of
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late, although, still we need a great
extention of the principle of co-opera-
tion, and those of us who have been
workers know how

is  to induce others without
experience in co-operation  to
take the firsv step. The first

step taken we soon realize all the ad-
vantages which come from loyal help
and support and how much the disci-
p'ine of co-operation assists usin our
work and how «.ur own character is dev-
eloped as we learn to take as well as to
to give; to accept the will and the de-
cision of those who have most experi-
ence and authority amongst us; to
carry out loyally the decision of the
majority. So this tendency towards
co-operation and union has been shown
iu "' the various directions of work,
and hence the outcome is all these diff-
erent societies and auxillaries. and in-
stitutions which are managed by var-
iouscommittees. You here know well
the benefits which such organizations
have brought to your city. Take the
instance of the King’s Daughters, or
“the organization of noble work carri-
ed ou by the conventof ~t Joseph. That
inclination is daily strengtheved. Not
only do we find that these spcieties

“exist but there isa tendency between

those of akindred character to . unite;

.in fact. I think we realize that the

work of the different societies resem-
bles, to a great .extent, the work of
specialists, in “he medical profession.
One medical man will take up the
study of the eye. another that f the
ear, and another that of some otber
portion of the body; but they all find
the necessity of coming together now
and again and taking into considera-
tion the care of the general health of
the body if successis tu be insured. The
women workers of the place take up
the various forms .of work; some for
{the care of little children, some for the
aged and infirm, others for the sick,
and again tor various reforms, prison
reform. 1escue and preventive work,
andsoon. Each of these isevery-
where the work of specialists and we
know how engrossing such work be-
comes; how those who are the most
eager and enthusiatic in the work be-
come engrossed in the particul-
arline to which they have devoted
themsslves and thus naturally lose the
oppo:tunity of knowing what is going
on in other lines of work. But, if we
are to ca:ty on our own line of work

dificult 1t

successfully, we must of recessity un
derstand the gen ral scope and th
general wants of tne lives to which w
are devoting oursclves.  If our work
lies, for instance. specially amon
children we need to think “of the vaa-
lous influences which’ tend to mould|
the child’s life. and which will mould
it in the future, as regards body, inind,
‘soul; the different stages of its life.
‘W-e need therefore to take a wide view
to know more than our own

articular line of work and so we
eel from time to Lime that we need to!
come in touch with the general work
which is being done by others. I think
it is a feeling of this sort that has
brought about these Councils for wom-
en, or, asthey are called in England,
Uni ns of Women Workers. 1need not

trouble you, I think. with any history ¢

as to how the Womens National

Council of Canada came into existeuce. j

1t is pretty well known now that it is
1actically the outcome of the

’omen’s Congress at Chicago last

year, where the women present were

urged to form Councils in all their dif-
ferent countries. I will content mnyself

with glving you a short account of its
work. The plan has neen to form lo-
cal councils in any given centers of
population. These local councils have
been formed by various societies and

institutions, organizations of all sorts j

being represented in a central cowm
mon ¥. Each society which feder-
ates is represented on a central com-
mittee by its osrn president.
form the ¢xecutive of the Council -to
which are added a few officers. This
central body is then able to carry out
whatever is needed to promote the ob-
jects of the council
the preamble of the National Council
which, I think, will give you its aims:

“We, women of Canada, sincerely
believing that the best good of

our homes and nation will be advanced |

by our own greater unity of thought,
sympathy. and purpose, and that an
organized movement of women will
best conserve the highest good of the
.Family and the State, do hereby band
ourselves together to further the appli-
tion of the Golden Rule to society, cus-
tom and law.” .

I think that preamble really contains
the.whole gist of the matter. That is
greaterunity aud the furtheranceof the

Golden Rule in all the relations of life. -

Yoeu will ask how this end is to  be ac-
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complished. The Executive Commit-
tee of which 1 have spoken in each
Council generally arranges from time
totime to have some general meeting
or conference at which "all these socie-
ties'which join are represented. These
give in a short account of their own
particalar work, and, in addition, a
paper or papers are read by ladies
who have been invited to discuss some
sgecia.l subject of general interest to
the community. ou will see that
the mere fact of -the different reports
of work being carried on by iany dif-
ferent sections of thought and brought
before the publie, 1n itself must terid
to this unity of thonght, sympathy,
and purpuse, of which” we have been
speaking. To begin with, it enables
| the public to acquire some knowledge
of the work that'is being done and you
will know. ladies, how even iu a com-
paratively small place people are often
unaware of what is being done by the
different societies and institutions.
Surely that. in itself, isa very great
beneit  But it is well for us'that we
should know what is being accom-
plished; it will draw out our sym-
Eathy: it will widen our charity to
know of the noble work that is being
accomplishea by other bodies—bodies
against which ve may rhaps have
had some prejudice; it will deepen our
faith if we thereby learn that we can
Tearn from as well as give to them. It
is a wonderful lesson to ourselves and
it sends us to our homes rejoicing to
know how God is working by many and
divers means for Bis own good ‘end.
It gives these instatutions opportuni-
ties jor bringing their varioud needs
forward - their néeds either for mater-
ial helpor for meore workers; or it is
the means of drawing into actual work
some of the younger women whe have
- vot yet found thcir vocation. but who
are stirred up by hearing what it s
being done by others. Then it enables
to be brought/ ;before the public any

general need iff the city or district—

of the place age concerned in relieving,
and which if they determine together
shall be dope, ‘will undoubtediy be
taken in hand by those who can meet
such need. ' These are, 1- think, the
chicf benefits which ¢ome to any par-
ticular district. through the estabiish-
ment of such a Council. 1 cannot give
vou any/ ‘- hard and fast lines on
which th Councils shall develop

some general'want which all citizens.

They are intended to suit the needs of
each p ace where they are set on foot.
and if the Council has been formed by
those who are working—by those who
know the people and their needs, then
it will doubtless fulfil its objects and
will also further the great work of
bringing us all nearer together.

These local Councils are represented
on the National Council of Canada.
which meets once a year in different
places in the Dowminion. * It met last
year at Ottawa. 'The different local
councils, eight or nine in number,
sides the nativnally organized =ocie-
ties, were then represented. Ladies
from different places read valuable
papers, on subjects relating to their
special work or on suijects of general
interest. These National Councils have
been formed not only in Canada and
the United States, but in many coun-
tries in Europe and are iuteuded to
join an International Council which
meets every five years, again extend-
ing the bond of a common sisterhood
n work  You will see that there ave
vast possibilities in this work.  There
are doubt.ess dangers also for we aie
but human. aid «xhen we in this
way gather together representatives
of all sections of thought we know
that there must be dangers, but we
‘believe that this movement towards
real unity--this coming to know one
another better and to vealize this com-
mon respoasibility which is ours must
tend for good both tor ourselves indi-
vidually and for the communties
amongst which we live.  And if we
begin to think of some of they general
subjects on which we can unite—some
of the subjects in which all women of
whatever church or denoniination or -
section of the community may com-
bing, surely . there seem to be very
many such subjects in which they are
all deeply interested.  First of all we
must place the home. We all heve
agree thaf the home ix woman’s first
mission. But what does that involve?
Sometimes it is spoken of as it home
duties meant a narvow iife, a cireum-
sceribed life, but if we ask ourselves
what home means to cach of us—what
it should mean to each of us—we shall
see that it by no means involves a nar-
row life. If we ask ourselves each of
us to think out what would be the - the
ideal for ourselves. each in our own
position in our own home, of what we
could do and be. if we cdull rise to



.each of us
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that ideal of character. and influence,
and life, and self-sacrifice, you will at
once see how much it means and
bow much we have to learn.
Sowmetimes people speak as though the
power to be home-makers came by in
stinct to women, but do pot we knovw—
we,. who are in our homes as wives,
mothers, sisters. daughters—that this
is by no means the case? Do we not
realize our wvant
of training and of knewledge
in our . contact with other lives,
on which so much depends? . Cannot
we in theve general conferences and
meetings which are to bring us togeth.
er as women who are wanting to fulfil
their duty in the world? cannot we.
sgecially confer together on some of
these matters which touch the very
iminost springs of our lives?. Do we
to know much more of how
to train our chil’ren—how . to study
our children—to understand the differ-

- ent characters of those little ones that
-have been confided tous? and whom

‘we often damage because we do not
understand and enterinto the individ-

~ uality. the different characteristics, of

each one and the different training
needed to fit them for +heir work

“-in life? Caunot these subjects bearing

upon the relations of parénts and chil-
dren be made? as'I trust they ill be,
most important subjects in your coun-
cils? Most, valuable papers were read
in these topics at the first -meeting of
Council at Ottawa, and I trust weshall
never meet without taking up thissub-
ject and endeavoring to help one an-
aether to understand what it means to
be home-makers in the deepest and
broadest sense. And_even as regards
the bodily wants, the sanitation of our
homes. the care of the sick, the preven-
tion of illness, the knowledge of the
the value of various foods and their
preparation, are we- all trained as
.women to know about these things
and understand them? All these sub-
jects have a general interest for us and
touch us all very nearly. They are
subjects which cag be discussed with
much help and profit and to which
each of wus doubtless could give
our quota of experience.
Again. in speaking of our hopes an-

" other subject has been suggested at

our Councils, the question of domestic
service. It is a subject which is much
on the thoughts of women everywhere,
not only here but at home. It nceds
our best thought and essentially it is

'

one which the women in any countrv
should assist one another to solve. It
is too large A subject .to enter into
at any length now, but. it is one of
those subjects which will have much
light thrown upon it by these Councils
and by the coming together of wise,
experienced, loving and sympathetic
wormen. -

But springing up from these home
duties come our social duties, which
come toeve y woman~her dutics to
society. We sometimes lament the low
tone of society, but if there is that low
tone anywhere, whose fault is it?  Is.it
not_that of the women of the place?
And is not a very grave responsihility

lying upon us ? and especi-
ally now in these days when
every oppurtunity is given:

to women for thorough education and”
for the use o'her infl' ence for the
heightening of the whole tone of so
ciety. If we see the young people in
our midst making pleasure the main
object of life, whose fault is that ? If
there are two standards of morality
expected, one for man and the other
for woman: one for Sundays and the
other for week days; one for religion
and the other for business; whose fault
is it ¥ Isit not the fault of those who
set. the tone in the home and in .the so-
cial life ? In these matters also can we
not unite in owr conferences those of
all churches and sections of thought-
who desire a lofty staudard of mortali,
ty whether from the secular or reli-
ous point. of view. Can we not help one
another-to lift higher the ideal of life?
whether in the home or social life, or
thelife »f the country? Does it not
depeund upon us woinen. and, especial-
ly upon those whom God has called to
be mothers, to see that the children
grow up with a high ideal of public
life, that -~ they sbhould deem it to
be a high privilege that they ' elong to
this country, deem it a high honour to
be trained to serve their country, any-
way, however humble. These mat-
ters come home to us mothers although
I amn not sure that the women of any
~ountry have realized the duty incum-
bent upon them to bring up their
children with a distinct idea of serving
their conntry and_with a high ideal of
what ibt service means That brings
us again to the further thoughtof a
women’s duty to her country and to
mankind at large; to that wider idea
of duty to which women are called in
these days. The call comes to all fus
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in one way or another. . There.are fev’vﬁ

y
It@ who can shroud themselves in the pri-
itol®  vacy of theirj homes without hearing,

in their hear's the summons to serve
their fellow creatures in some way or
another. It is a most holy calland a
high vocation this call which comes
to woman, but we must _rem-
ember that one of . the. great
essentsials for its success is to carry
into our work the element -of . true
womanliness and what does that qual-.
ity involve ? How has it been brought
into being ?  Is it not the pressure of

st home duties and family life that has
ice? taught women in a greater or less de-
lity @ gree that they must live for others? Is
el it not, a fact that woman must learn;
hen @  this Jesson through her childreun’s
ven § - needs ?, through the discipline of. the
and home ?if she is. to rightly perform in
the any measure her duties as wife,
so ¥ daughter and mother? And it is
2 in in that spirit of self-sacwiflc
aain that we are called to go forth to.the
I wider work te.which weinen are being
Jity @ _illed now-a-days, and jt is that spirig-,
ther only, which our Lord has taught us,
the can regenerate the world.
gion As Mrs Gibbs has said we are not de

fault

manding rights by this Council we are
who

but seeking to belp-one another o per--

tll:e.‘ ;nao ‘ ;-v;mk’rk of - lifeo:r or
the. eduyos weork, ear.; . .
tion of thit which goes to m
beautiful, {4e promotion of culture in
any way, the promotion of good
andhealth tion and all physcial-:
development—anything -of that:sort-.-
as well.as di philanthrepie worku..
we want: thein all.. Wewant themsall -
to be drawn together by thig beautiful. .
and sacred bend of love.

Ladies, I have striven i a very im-

rfeet way to pat- bef e yon the ob-
jects-of this m -vement. I would fike'to~
say that 1 hope: shall’ net - be: under--- -
st- d in any..way’ to be pressing this
subject. only feel it tu be my . duty-.
tolay beforeydu its vbjec s; the w.rkers
of this place fpust know whether such’
an organizati-m w- uld be of use to ther.
and I beg youtot t go forwarl in this-
matter unlessiy. u.all, of every denom-
inatiyn,. shang.: the - feeling, that. this«..
would be for. the commen, goed and.

-wouldhelpy d t.- fulfil y.ur hign, and .

h- Iy mission. [Tthank y..u for listeping,
to me so patiently, ‘ B
I will pow repd . the constifution vecome:.. .
.mended by the, National Council fax,.
Local Councils of Women_of Canada:
PREAMBLE. -

-

* SO- iorm our duties in a higher- spiritand  Bejjeving that the more intimate khow-
n W(f: with a deeper motive. than-ever before -~ ledge ‘of vue another’s’ work w.ill‘résplt‘ in _
oo bty ndeed il mny nd St s it s e onity
~tali, fore. . But let us never.seekto. escape. ‘t’.f‘t‘ whi,-and _thm@e n nm;?weﬂ'e.e»

reli- § the disciplive which has sanctified , Fi'¢3ckon coctain Associationevf Women:«
> one womabood, but, rather let us glorify in intevestod in Philauthropy; Religion; B
* life? it. Let . us. make. it -yeilﬁ.'us. its ucation, Litersture, Art;and Social-Re-:
‘e, or full fruits; teaching us to give our very - form, have determined to organize Lecal*
t not best and our very selves t6 whatever Co»ueila.: and, to that. sud.. joiv in the.
acial- work for thecommon good God calls, following : - .
2dto - Let- us always remem- ’1'16 s .
ldren ber our basis the. promotia of CONSTITUTION.., ’
»ublic “the golden rule of love.” What -

it to
ng to
ar to
, &Ny-
mat-

more can we require ? 1t can exclude
none, It includes all and in-all our diff-

we have the su port.and co-operation

10ugh testant denominations; of representa-
»f any tives of the Roman Catholic Church
neam- and itsinstitutions. Here [ would grate-
their fully acknowledge the help and sup-
arving port given to us by several of the Avch.
leal of bishops and bishops of that church
brings and then again we have
atof a our Jewish  sisters also withus. - We
and to ‘wolcome them all.  Let them only be
er idea anted in one common aim - the uplift-
led in ing of humanity. Whether this is at-
N fus tempted ghrough what we mav call

erent Councils we rejoice to know that.

of all sections;or.al the various. Pro..

ARTICLE I..—NAME.,

This Federation,.shall be called the, =
Locul Council of i’ affiliation, .
with the Natlénal, Conncil of, Women.of. .
Caunada.

ARTICLE II.—POLICY.

The aim’ of the Tocal Council is to
bring the various Associations of Women
n . into closer relations
through an organized union; but uo So
ciety entering a Local Council shall there-
by lose its independ :nce in aim or meth-
od, or be be committed to any principle
or method of any other Society 1 the
Council, the object of which is to serve

e
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as a medium of communication and a
means of prosecuting any work of com-
mon interest.

ARTICLE III.—MEMBERS,
Sec..1. Any Society of Wowen, the na-

* ture of whose work is satisfactory to the

Executive Comnmittee of a Local Coancil,
may become mewbers of said Local Coun-
cil by its dwn vote:

sec. I The women of any organization
composed of both weu and women may
asscciate themselves by their own vote
and jdin said Local Councils.
/  ARTICLE IV.—OFFICERS

The Officers of a Local Council shall
congist of a President, Vice Presidents
at large, ex-officio Vice-Presidents (Presi-
dents of all Societies federatmg in a local
Council), a Corresponding Cecretary, a
Recording Secretary and a Treasurer.

These officers shall comprisc the Execu-
ive Committee, whose business it shall be
to control aud provide for the guneral
interests of the Council. Five members
shall- constitute a quorum of this Com-
mittee.

ARTICLE V.—MEETINGS.
Sec. 1. A Local Council shall hold

Annual Meetings for the election of ofti-
cers aud other business.

See. 2. The Cowmmittes of Arrange~
ments shall cousist of the Exocutive
Committee togerher with one Delegate

~ from each Scciety belonging to the

Council.

Sec. 3. At the Annual Meeting each
Society belonging t)the Council shall
have three votes (exclusive of that cast
by the President).

Sec. 4. All other members of any
Society belonging to the Council way
have t{w privilege of participating in all
discussions that may arise at the Annual
Meeting, but may not vote.

Sec. ' Other meetings of a Local
Council may be held from time to time as
may best promote the interests ot said
Council.

Sec. 6. All new busipess to be brought

‘befors the Ananual Meeting of a Local

Council 1nust first be submitted to the
Executive Committee as notice of wmotion.

ARTICLE VI.—FEES,

Each Society federating in a Local
Council shall pay an annual fee of §
towards the expense fund of the said
Council.

ARTICLE VII. —PATRONS.

Sec. 1. Any person whose name is
acceptable to the Executive Comumttee
may become a Patrou of a Local Council
upon the payment of $5.00 annually, or
$50.00 at one time.

Siec. 3.—Thé names of Patrons shall be -

placed after those of the Executive Com~
mittee on all printed documents.

Sec. 3.—Auy person whose name is
acceptable to the Executive Cwmmittee,
and who is not counected with any
affiliated Society, may become a Member
of the Local Council on paymem.uf $1
anunally, and may take part in the pros
ceedings and di cussions of the public
mectings of the Council, but is net
entitled to a vote. Such members shall
receive free all literature published by
the Council.

ARTICLE VIIL. —AMENDMENTS.

This constitution - may be altered or
amended by a two-third vote of a Local
Council at any annual meeting, provided
that such alterativn be in  harmony with
the constitution of the N:tioral Couacil,
rotice of the propuséd change having been
sent to the Executive of the National
Council two uonths, and to each Suciety
belonging to the Council at least on
mouth prior to such meeting,

o pwra

et A R

N N

ki e E e

L i AT n b e -

P iR S



S

\\.,/A'



