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PERIODICALS.

Good supplies of the best Religious Magazines and Cheap Papers 
for families and Sabbath Schools, that are published in Great Britain 
and the United States, are kept in stock at the Society's Depository. 
The following are a few of them. Full catalogues and information 
will be sent on application to the undersigned >

Sunday at Home, Sunday Magazine, Christian Treasury,
Family Treasury (postage paid), eaeh per annum.......... $1

Children's Treasury, Chatterbox, Kind Words, do., do~.. 0
Sunday School World, containing notes on International 

Sunday School Leeaons, 16 pages, monthly—
Right copies, postage paid, ea. per ann..................  0
Two to seven,
Single copies,

British Workman, British Workwoman, British Mes
senger, Cottager and Artisan, Child's Companion,
Children’s Friend, postage paid, ea. per ann..............

Band of Hope Beview, Children's Paper, Children’s Mes
senger, Gospel Trumpet, Morning Fight, 4c., do,, do... 0.14

BO

0.28

We desire to increase largely the liât of subscribers to the above 
excellent Periodicals. To further this object

PRIZES
Will be given to Agents who will 
at the following rates
For a Club of 10 subscriptions.. ao

send us Chibs of new Subscribers,

1 paper, 10.14 per ann.

30 3
1 Chatterbox, $0.88 per ann.
1 Sunday at Home, $1.16 p. ann.

60 By Mi
120

Full catalogues and specimens will be sent to those who will un
dertake to procure subscriptions. Person-, desiring to act as agents 
will please kindly give the name of their Paator, S. School Superin
tendent, or some other friend as reference.

literature, throughout the Provinces, to unite with us in earnest 
efforts to supply all the families and youth of onr land with one or 
more of these publications.

Address— A. McBEAN, Secretary,
133 Granville Street,

Halifax, N. 8.
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NOTICE RESPECTING BBGUESTS TO THE SOCIETY.

The friends of Christ are earnestly requested to remember the 
Society in their last will and testament. They can thus aid in spread
ing abroad a knowledge of his salvation when they themselves shall 
have passed hence, and entered into the full possession of ,t.

The attention of all persons who may contemplate making Bequests 
is respectfully called to the following section

REV. GEORf 
REV. JOHN 
REV. JOHN 
REV. E. M. f 
REV. G. M. A 
Li-BARON i)(

♦
I. Victoria, chap. 36, sec. 9.

■*“» U» shaU be
EDoinachkn^dge,t by the T*f » *XS Lt

,bV1 n* "wiÛTexecüted prior to the Ut January, 188fl. are not affected by
therein, or Codicil thereto, must be exocuted

in the manner before mentioned.

JOHN S. MA< 
REV. ROBER 
HON, D. M- ? 
1>. BLAOKWt 
l>. HENRY 8 
W. B. McNU 
REV. ALLAN 
EDWARD HI 
JAIUUS HAR 
JAMES B. MC 
W. H. W1SW 
11 ON. P. CAR 
REA .1 I . v 
THOMAS A. 1 
REV. W. .1 A 
REV. F. B 
UKV. LATI

FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY.

the “British American Book ami TractI give and bequeath to 
Societyinstituted in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in the year 1867, the 
tum ’1 Dollars, to be paid oat af my personal
sZt'e to the Treasurer for the time beimj, whose receipt shall be a 

sufficient discharge for

i*

* REV. R 
REV. Jthe same.

Bequests may be general, and left to the discretion of the Com
mittee to be disposed of as they may consider best ; or special to bo 
applied to any one of the following schemes, vizg-Colportage, 
Gratuitous distribution among the destitute,—the 1 ublication u 
or Capital,—or for providing a Building for the Society.

TV BLA
w. b. :

n im
liEV. A

vru.i/ ;



OFFICERS FOR 1876.
IIETT.

IhtBibtnt.

THOMAS A. BROWN.

HEV UH?vnm|iHESTLL' UA“PAX- f-“• CHAMP, n.r,.. WOLFVULE, N.S. 
HFV Jliv iïïîRE3T” .. ?£». C. A OUNO, I.I..I,., CHARLOTTETOWN.

lïxàSàs'KmtOHIK»™ J”HN,NB- J0HN MNEWFOv5dLANRDL'E' 8TJ0‘HX’S
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A. Me BEAN.

editors.
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JIt. N. BECKWITH. JOSEPH BELL.

Jirrcfors.
JOHN S. MACLEAN, HALIFAX. 
TtKV. ROBERT MURRAY.
HON. D. M( N. PARKER, “
1>. BLACKWOOD, ••
D. HENRY 8TARR,
W. B. McNUTT, •«
REV. ALLAN RIMPfiON,
EDWARD BINNEY,
•TAIRU8 HART,
JAMES B. MORROW, ••
W. II. WlSWELL,
HON. P. CARTERET HILL, *•
REV. J. F. AVERT,
THOMAS A. RITCHIE.
REV. W. .1 A NCI EUT,
HEV. R. F. BURNS, n.n.
UKV. J. LATHKRN.
ItEV. C. B. PITBLADO,

W. fl. STIRLING, HALIFAX.
HON. fl. L. HHANNON, •«
M. H. RICHBY,

O. W. WETSIORE,
HEV. F. H. ALUON., «
£-,£,n.PMAX’ HT. STEPHEN*.
HON J .1 RODOERSON, ST.JOHN'S. NFT) JAMES (JOOOFELLOW. “
ÇON. JUDGE HEN ALE Y. CHTOWN, P.E.I. 
FREEMAN DENNIS. YARMOUTH.
JW. HALEfl. CHARLOTTETOWN. P.E.T.

ALEX. HORS, nARBORGRACE, NFLD. 
REUBEN I HART, HALIFAX.
S. A. WHITE,
8. H. BLACK,

'T.
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The meet!

P. M., the President, Thos. A. Brown, Esq., in the chair.
After singing the hymn,—

Jesus sliall reign where e’er the sun,
Does his successive journeys run.

the Rev. Robert Murray led the meeting in prayer.
The President earnestly commended the Society in a few mtroduc-

t°5n Abstract of the Annual Report was read by the Secretary.
The following resolution was moved by the Rev. Geo. W. Mill, 

Rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church ; and seconded by the Rev 
John Lathern, of Brunswick St. Methodist Church :

It/solved —That the Report, an abstract of which has been read, be 
adopted and printed under the direction of the Executive Committee, 
and that the following constitute the Board of Directors for the 
current year, via:

Prttidtnl'—Thomas A. Brown.
rice-ZVesWente-Rev. Geo. W. Hill. Halifax; Rev. John Forrest. 

Rev. John Read, do,; Rev. B. M. Ilaunders, do.; Rev G. M- 
Armstrong, St. John, N. B. ; Le Baron Botsford, M. D., St. John. 
N. B. ; J. M. Cramp, D. D., Wolfville ; Hon. Charles Young, LL. D., 
Charlottetown; Sir Hugh Hoyles, St. John's, Nfld.; John Munn, 
Harbor Grace, Nfld.

Treasurer—George H. Starr.
Auditor!—B. N. Beckwith, Joseph Bell.
Oirtcton—John 8. McLean, Halifax; Rev. Robert Murray, do. ; 

Hon. I). McN. Parker, do.; D. Blackwood, do.; D. Henry Starr, 
W. B. McNutt, do. ; Rev. Allan Simpson, do. ; Bdward Binney, 

do. ; Jairus Hart, do. ; James B. Morrow, do. ; W. H. Wiswell. do. | 
lion. P. Carteret Hill, do. ; Rev. J. F. Avery, do. ; Thomas A. Ritchie, 
do Rev. W. J. Ancient, do.; Rev. R. F. Burns, D. D., do. ; Rev, 
J Lathern, do.; Rev. C. B. Pitbledo,do.; W. S. Stirling, do.; Hon.

i

Closed wi

do. ;

«

do.;
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S. L. Shannon, do. ; M. H. Richey, do. ; Howard Primrose, Pictou ; 
Thomas Maclellan, St. John, N. B. ; T. W. Daniel, do. ; C. W. Wet- 
more, do. ; Rev. F. H. Almon, do. ; Z. Chipman, St. Stephen, N. B. ; 
Hon. J. J. Rogerson, St. John’s, Nfld.; James Goodfellow, do. ; 
Hon. J udge Hensley, Charlottetown ; Freeman Dennis, Yarmouth ; 
F. W. Hales, Charlottetown ; Rev. Alex. Ross, Harbor Grace, Nfld. ; 
Reuben I. Hart, Halifax ; 8. A. White, do. ; S. H. Black, do.

Alter singing—

Gr

forfetjj. Ho : my comrades see the signal—
The Rev. R. F. Burns, D.D., and the Rev. G. M. Grant seconded 

the following resolution, which was adopted unanimously :—
Rttolvtd, That we regard the work of Missionary Colportage as 

conducted by this Society, as peculiarly fitted to advance the interests 
of true religion, especially in the sparsely settled districts of these 
Provinces, where the privileges of pastoral oversight and gospel 
ordinances are but rarely enjoyed, and whore pure evangelical 
literature is not within easy reach ; and that wo claim for this 
Society, such aid and support as shall enable it, in some adequate 
degree to meet the increasing and urgently pressing demands for 
Colportage work.

The meeting was one of very deep interest.
Closed with the Benediction by the Rev. W. J. Ancient.
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The Comm

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT.

In presenting their Eighth Annual Report, the Committee desire, 
humbly and gratefully, to recognizo the Divine goodness vouchsafed 
to the Society, in its work, during a year of unusual financial 
depression.

We are again called on to record the death of a valued friend. The 
lato U. 1). IIuntbu, Esq., became a Life Member at the time of thn 
Society's formation, and contributed annually to the support of Col
portage. llo was elected a member of the Board of Directors in 
1872, and conlinuod to servo in that capacity while ho lived. A be
quest of $100 was made by him, to aid the Society’s work when he 
could no longer do so by his personal efforts.

11ECKIITS AND EXPENDITURES.

The receipts for the year ending Docemhor ill, 1876, have been, in 
donations and subscriptions, $2,993.15 ; legacies, $400.00 ; for store 
sales (including $.1,831.03 for periodicals). $13,802.66 ; for colporteur 
sales, $9,013.11 ; from other sources, 8171,30. Total resources of 
the year, including $179.97, balance in the Treasury, January 1st, 
$27,260.16.

The expenditures have been, for publications, $16,824.92: for Col
portage,$4,821.29 ; all other expenses, as per items in the Trea
surer’s lteport, $5,955.33; leaving a balance in the Treasury of 
$658.61.

Compared with the preceding year, there has lieon a decrease in 
the receipts from sales, in the Depository and by Colporteurs. This 
is doubtless owing to the very groit depression in pecuniary matters 
that has prevailed throughout those Provinces. Notwithstanding 
this, the Society's capital has increased somewhat from profit on 
sales, and a small sum has been addod by donations. Ho that the 
net assets are a few hundred dollars in advance of the previous year.

1
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GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTION.

1 pwards of $800 worth of Bibles, Books anil Tracts, have been 
distributed gratuitously by our Colporteurs, in their visits from house 
to house. More than $1300 worth have been given in discounts from 
the .Society’s prices to Sabbath Schools, in Libraries. A grant of 
18000 Tracts was made to the Y M. C. Association of this city, for 
distribution among the seamen. 13 of their number were engaged 
every Sabbath during the summer months in visiting the shipping in 
the harbor, and bearing to them, in this form, the Gospel message. 
Grants were also made to the Associations in Pictou, Yarmouth, St. 
John, Charlottetown, Summerside, Ac. Our city Colporteur made 
980 visits to vessels and distributed much good reading matter among 
the seamen. During last Winter and Spring, many- Churches in 
Nova Scotia wore greatly blessed with the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. There were, consequently, frequent calls for Tracts, as well 
ns suitable books. We have endeavored, to the extent of our ability, 
to aid in promoting this blessed work by grants ot Tracts to all who 
call on us for help. Monthly packages of Illustrated Periodicals, 
«ere sent as in previous years, to the Kov. Messrs. Morton, Christie 
and Grant, to assist them in their Missionary work among the Coolies 
in Trinidad, W. I. All the benevolent and humane institutions iu 
this city are supplied monthly. It will thus be scon that the gratui
tous distribution by the .Society, takes a wide and extensive range. 
We earnestly appeal to friends of the cause, for contributions to aid 
us in this important department of our work.

The Committee of
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TIIE RKMUIOUS TRACT SOCIKTÏ, LONDON, 

very kindly made us the liberal grant of Fifty Pounds worth of Tracts. 
We are under continued obligations to this noble Institution for 
Libraries at reduced prices, so that wo are enabled to supply Sabbath 
Schools with their books at half price.

8A1UIATII SCHOOLS.

Hundreds of those throughout the Maritime Provinces receive 
supplies of Books and Papers for teachers and scholars, through the 
Do|Hisitory. We regard this important part of our work with increas
ing interest, and rejoice in the privilege of aiding parents and teachers 
in training the children for Christ. The International Series of Sab-
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both Lessons has given a great impulse to the study of the Word of 
God. The best Lesson Papers, Commentaries, and other useful helps 
are kept in stock at the Depository to aid this good work.

CHEAP SERIES Of BOOKS iOB OOLPOBTAUI.

We are greatly indebted to Mr. Melrose and other friends in Edin
burgh for continued supplies of these excellent books. By their gen
erous contributions they arc so reduced in price as to be within the 
reach of all. We have also gratefully to acknowledge the receipt of 
£46 from the same source for Colportage. Thousands of families 
throughout the Provinces are thus benefited through their generosity.

a GLANCE AT THE FIELD AND THE WORK.

It is now eight years since this Society commenced its work. Its 
organisation, spirit and objects are similar to those of the noble insti
tutions in London, Edinburgh and New York, which, with the Divine 
blessing, have accomplished and are still doing so great and good a 
work for Christ and the world. By the circulation of Religious 
Books and Tracts, Christians of all our Evangelicd Churches unitedly 
engage in disseminating among our whole population, and specially 
among the destitute masses, the central and essential doctrines of the 
great salvation. Godly men, whoso hearts have been touched with 
love to Christ and the souls he died to redeem, arc employed as Colpor
teurs, to carry from house to house the story of that love and that 
death, both in the printed page and in their own earnest, loving wonls.

The need for this work will lie seen by a glance at the field occupied, 
which comprises Nova Scot la. New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, 
Newfoundland and the Coast of labrador. Nova Scotia has a popu
lation of about 400,000, and is about half the site of Scotland. New 
Brunswick is one and a half times the site of Nova Srotia ; population, 
300,000. Prince Edward Island is one-ninth the site of Nova Heotia: 
population 100,000. Newfoundland is twice the site of Nova Scotia ; 
population 150,000. Labrador hat a long stretch of sea coast, with 
numerous fishing harbors, in each of which reside a few families. 
The total area of this field it about equal to Great Britain, and the 
population aometvhat less than 1,000,000, many of whom are widely 
scattered over hills and valleys, in the interior and along the sea 
coast, in numerous harbors and Islands. Hence many parts are 
very thinly peopled. There are numerous small hamlets and isolated

t
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neighborhoods of two or three or half a dozen families. Large 
bcrs of our people are engaged in fishing, lumbering, mining, 4c., and 
many are comparatively poor.

From these and other vauses, many neighborhoods are very in
adequately provided with a preached gospel. There are thousands 
living in utter ignorance and neglect of the great ealvatien. It is 
our duty as Christians and patriots to uao every means in our power 
to evangelize these perishing multitudes.

Newfoundland and labrador have s|>ccial claims on us, in view ot 
the spiritually destitute condition of many of the inhabitants. I he 
former, including the large bays, which penetrate far into the interior, 
has a coast line of 1200 miles. The interior is uninhabited. The 
people are principally settled in the harbors and islands around the 
coasts anil bays, and are dejicndent on the fisheries, Mauv of them 

gaged in a continual struggle for the bare necessaries of life.
( i reen Bay contains about 2<M> islands, nearly half of which are in
habited. Our Colporteur, during the past season, visited 70 islands 
and harbors in this Bay and found 918 families, an average of 12 h> 
each. There are very few roads in Newfoundland, except around 
Conception Bay, from 8t. John's to Harbor Grace. The Colporteurs 
found the families visited throughout Newfoundland and labrador 
almost wholly destitute of books of any kind except the Bible. If 
our resources would [icrmit we should have four or five Colporteurs 
in this pert of the field during the summer months. Who will assist 
by liberal contributions to enable us carry out this desirable object T

New Brunswick also is very greatly in need of just such work as 
this -Society is doing there to some estent, but it should be prosecuted 
on a more enlarged scale. The Society have had a faithful and suc- 
ccssfol Colporteur for several years in the northern Counties. Several 
have lioen employed for a short time in other parte of the Province. 
But there should be a dozen good earnest men constantly at work 
in that important pert of our field.

There are comparatively few book stores in any of the Provinces, 
outside of the Commercial Capitals. In Nova Scotia there are nine, 
lieside those in Halifax, the number having more than doubled since 
this Society began its work. In New Brunswick, out of 8t. John 
and Fredericton Cities there are but two In Prince Kdward Island 
there are none escept in Charlottetown and Hummersids. In New
foundland, none escept in 8t. John's. The great mass of the people

num-of the Word of 
ither useful helps 
vork.

MIS.

r friends in Edin- 
s. By their gen- 
to be within the 
Ige the receipt of 
lands of families 
i their generosity.

)BK.

ed its work. Its 
jf the noble insti
ll, with the Divine 
çreat and good a 
lion of Religious 
Churches unitedly 
on, and specially 
al doctrines of the 
een touched with 
iployed as Colpor- 
that love and that 
nest, loving words.
: the field oocupicd, 
ice Edward Island, 
Scotia has a popu-
if Scotian,I
■h'otia ; population, 
lise of Nova Scotia i 
ise of Nova Scotis • 
of sea coast, with 

le a few families, 
it Britain, and the 
' whom are widely 
and along the sea 

i many parte are 
imlete and Isolated

l F l t

1

\



r

10

fir distant fro n Bjok .Stores, and liavo no moans of getting books 
except ns they art carried to them. These facts show the great 
importance and the absolute necessity for the work in which 
Society is engaged, specially in the department of Colportage.

We now present a brief view, so far as it can bo given in figures, of 
what the Society has been doing to meet the wants of this field, 
lluring the year, owing to the general depression in pecuniary 
ters, wo were obliged to limit the number of Colporteurs. Instead 
of twenty-six as in the preceding year, only seventeen were employed, 
viz: eight in Nova Scotia, three in Cape Breton, two in New Bruns
wick, two in Prince Edward Island, one in Newfoundland, and 
in Labrador.

Tho aggregate of their services is equal to the time of one man for 
a period of eleven years two months and twenty-six days. They 
distributed Bibles and Religious Books by sale to tho amount of 
89913.11, and gratuitously $815.24, They found 150 families desti
tute of any Religious Books except the Bible, and 35 families destitute 
at tho Scriptures.

They addressed 798 Prayer and other Religious Meetings, mam- of 
them in neighborhoods where there were no staled moans of grace.
1 1., y conversed on personal religion, read tho Scriptures or prayed 
with 12,047 families, and made in all 28,106 Christian family visits.

lluring tho last eight years sixty-four Colporteurs have been 
ployed, the aggregate of whose services is equal to tho time of .... 
man for a period of eighty-three years, seven months and sixteen 
days.

llicv travelled 142,31(1 miles,—a distance nearly equal to six times 
tho circumference of tho globe.

Their sales of Religions Books and Bibles amounted to 182,971.05, 
and their gratuitous distribution of Bibles, Books and Tracts to 
«5978.78.

They found 1787 families destitute of any religious books except 
the Biblei—1048 Protestent families destitute of tho Scriptures, and 
1806 neglecting tho preaching of the Gospel. They made 1208C 
visits to Roman Catholic families. They addressed 6425 Prayer and 
other religious meetings. They had conversation on |iersonal religion, 
reading tho .Scripture, or prayer in 872,40 of the visits made by them.
I hey made in all 2o3,600 familv visits.
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In addition to this wide distribution by Colportage, more than one 
million and a half of Kcligious Periodicals have gone forth from the 
Society’s Depository into Sabbath Schools and Families, the receipts 
for which have been $24,551.75 ; and Bibles and Kcligious Books to 
the amount of $02,900.25. The gratuitous circulation of Bibles, 
Books, Tracts, and Periodicals, has been more than $l00,00’in value, 
making the total distribution, bv sale and grant, during eight years 
$180,000—or at the rate of $22,500 per Annum. The average 
amount of Capital at the Society’s command has been less than 
$4000 : so that the pecuniary value of the Publications distributed, 
annually, is more than live times the amount of Capital. Thus for 
every $20.00 or $100 contributed to the Society’s Capital Fund, 
Kcligious Publications to the value of five times such contributions 
have been sent forth each year among the families of our land ; and 
as the Capital thus contributed is retained permanently by the So
ciety, for the purpose for which it was given, the same volume of cir
culation is renewed from year to year. Hence a donation of $20.00 
at the time of the Society's formation, has in one year, placed one 
hundred dollars worth of a good, pure, soul-saving literature in the 
hands of families, many of them poor and destitute, and in eight 
years, eight hundred dollar's worth. Here then is satisfactory 
evidence to the friends who have aided the Society in the past, that 
heir money is yielding profitable returns; and a good assurance to all 

who love the I-ord Jesus, and who desire to aid in spreading abroad 
the truths of his Oospcl, that the Society’s work is a good invest
ment for their funds.
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The sum of $24,172.87 has been received during those eight years 

from friends of the cause, to enable the Society to carry on this bene
ficent work. Nearly seven thousand dollars of this amount were 
contributed specially towards the “ Publication Fund," as capital to 
provide the necessary supplies of Books, leaving aland *17,500 for 
Colportage anil gratuitous distribution. The sum of $36,939.03 or 
more than double the sum contributed for these objects has been paid 
in salaries and travelling expenses for 84 years of Colporteur labor. 
Nearly $OOHO have been distributed gratuitously by these laborers in 
Bibles, Books anil Tracts, and several thousands additional have been 
given away in grants made at the Depository.

The Committee have endeavored in the past, to the utmost of their 
ability, in the use of the funds contributed to the Society, to meet the 
many and great wants of the whole field. But, although there 
is such pressin need for more laborers, we are at present limited to 
fix ; anil until ur resources shall lie increased, wo cannot make any 
•■K'h additions to their number as the necessities of the field loudly 
call for. Wo therefore appeal most earnestly to friends of the 
Kedocinor for more general and liberal support.
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EXPENDITURES FOR EMUT TEARS.

Cash paid for Publications .,
“ “ Colportage .. J
“ “ Duty...............
“ “ Store expenses

“ Postage (including postage on periodicals). 3.280.11 
Advertising and Printing............................ 3,117.57

$121,941.61
85,940.03
6,667.89
4.379.61

a
/.

v S oùSB 3 S
ÎÇnnnçç-

Freight...................................................
Stationery, Wrapping Paper and Twine ..
Insurance .. ................................................
Salaries and Travelling expenses................

Balance in Treasury...............................

1,956.05
507.72
279.73 

18,545.18
658.61

n

39SKE-2S2 I is
ilium i

$196,274.11

KINDRED SOCIETIES.

We arc cheered and animated by the cordial sympathies and kind 
co-operation of the Keligious Tract Society of London, the Heligii 
Tract and Book Society of Scotland, and the American Tract Society 
of New York.

The seventy-sixth Report of the London Tract Society gives as 
the receipts for the past year, $725,000, and the grants of Publications, 
at home and abroad, $140,000. The Society publishes in a hundred 
and twenty different languages and dialects, and in the seventy-six 
years of its history has circulated about 1,595,000,000 copies of its 
publications.

The American Tract Society celebrated its Fiftieth Anniversary 
last May. The congratulations of this Society were presented through 

Secretary as delegate. They reported the receipt in the fifty 
years of its history of $13,267,151, and the printing of 331,683.312 
tracts and 27,035,026 volumes ; a total of 358,717,388 publications. 
These contained over eight billions of pages of saving truth. And 
much of this truth was carried into neglected homes in the eleven 
million Christian visits of the Colporteurs of the Society.

Bev. William Gillies, Secretary of the Tract yid Book Society of 
Scotland and Delegate to the American Tract Society’s Jubilee, visit
ed oar city in his way, addressed meetings in three of our churches, 
and gave deeply interesting sketches of the great work of the society 
which he represents, and other societies in Great Britain. He re
ported 231 Colporteurs in the employ of the Society in Scotland and 
the North of England, and sales of evangelical works during the last 
year to the amount of $260,090. The total number of Colporteurs 
in connection with this and other Societies in Great Britain and Ire
land is about five hundred.
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SERMON9
ï Pl eached in Fort Massey Church, Halifax, X. S-, on the eve of Stbbath 

the 21th February, 1876, in behalf of the “ British American Boole 
and Tract Society,”

- =£
?

ill
By the REV. R. F. BURNS, 0. D.

; B Nvm. xxiii. 23, “ What hath God wrought !”

“ The British American Book and Tract Society ” is no stranger 
now to any of you. It lias had a vigorous and healthy existence and 
is on the eve of holding its Eighth Anniversary. It has already 
verified the truth uttered by Bildad the Shuhite, “ If thou wouldst 
took unto God betimes and make thy supplication to the Almighty.” 
“ Though thy beginning was small, yet thy latter end should greatly 
increase.”—Job viii, 6 and 7. Even “according to this time,” may 
we say with Balaam, as of “Jacob and Israel ” “ What hath God 
wrought ” — “ That the soul be without knowledge it is not good." 
Such Societies are designed to supply knowledge of the best kind— 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ. They furnish a com
mon platform on which Christians of different denominations can 
meet and move. They have grown out of the fact, that in these 
days “ many run to and fro, and knowledge is increased.” They 
have been necessitated by the wondrous activity of the emissaries 
of the great enemy in sowing tares. The impassioned Irish orator, 
Grattan, declared on the floor of the British House of Commons, 
at a critical epoch of British history, and to some extent it still 
holds true : “ There is an infidel and profane, a low and polluted 
press at work, which, setting in like an under-current with great 
force, is drifting many in the humble classes of the community 
into irréligion, Atheism and vice. This under-current, if left 
unchecked and not supplanted, especially, if not arrested by the 
Almighty Spirit of the living God, giving efficacy to the labors of 
religious men, will, ere long, become the main-tide—break in at 
every door, dash its foul spray in every face, till a great proportion 
of our people shall have become contaminated, and society, at last, 
weary of the increasing burden, by some violent throe, shall shake 
her encumbered lap and cast it off.” Our modern Tract Societies 
were designed to rear a breakwater against this advancing tide. 
They are needed still—perhaps never more than now. We live in a 
novel reading ago. The novel is everywhere. The very literature 
Grattan describes and denounces is in circulation through our land.
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And what is the average Novel ? Lot Bobert Poll )ck, Author of 
the Course of Time, reply :—

“ A novel is a book—
Three volumed, and once road and oft crammed full 
Of poisonous error blackening every page;
And oftener still of trifling second hand 
Jtemark and old diseased, putrid thought,
And miserable incident, at war 
With Nature, with itself and Truth at war,
Yet charming still the greedy reader, on 
Till done, he tried to recollect his thoughts 
And nothing found but dreaming emptiness.”

Much of our modern reading is confined to novels—a largo proper- 
tion of which arc of a trashy, trifling kind. In the shape of 
tioual stories, the enemy eometh in like a flood, threatening to sap 
the foundations ot morality and virtue, and to bear away multitudes 
from within the sacred fences of Home and Church and Sabbath 
School to the fathomless abyss.

Deem me not a needless alarmist, when I ring out the wise man’s 
warning—•• Cease, my son, from the instruction that causcth to 
•roin the words ot knowledge.” Take such thoughts ns these into 
serious consideration whieli we can but indicate without any fulness 
of illustration.
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EV1L8 OF NOVEL BEADING.

I lie great bulk of our modern novels encourage deception and dis
content ; excite a distaste for solid and serious rending : waste 
cious time ; enervate the mind, nml imderuiino the morals.

1. 1 hoy encourage deception and d'ucontent.—(iencrnlly speaking, 
books of fiction furnish distorted views of man's character ami con
dition. They resemble the mirage rather than the mirror. The 
reality gives the lie to the reflexion, ami the hope excited is doomed 
to disappointment, In entering on such a course of reading, there 
is the greatest possible danger of running into excess. The mere 
sipping at such “streams of false delight” will imperceptibly induce 
mental intoxication. I ho novel-reader becomes an empty sciolist or 
dreamy sentimentalist, bent on fighting with shadows and building 
castles in the air. Emerging from the temple of romance into the 
world of reality ho finds that ho has been all the while looking at 
nature and life through stained glass. The rosy-tinted past—-the 
living present—are not at all as tho exciting pages presented them. 
He is soured and saddened by tho discovery, and feels an utter desti
tution of taste and talent for coping with‘the prosaic details—with 
the plain actualities of real life.

2. Novels excite a distante for solhl and serious reading.—They 
who find in fiction a feast, will not generally ho found to hunger and 
thirst after the Bread which eometh down from Heaven or tho water 
from the well of Bethlehem by the King's date. Hv who gathers
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Poll )ck, Author of what S«ms to him honey (though it be really the "poison of asps”) 

all the day from every “opening flower” that grows'on the tieTot1 
bet,on will no be likely to relish the sincere milk of the Word that 
he may grow thereby. Nor will works emitting the odour of the
VnthnNal“"Lbettuir' P0"0, Ntaru)ard religious books in which our
I athors gloried, will gather dust on our shelves. Books of a sub- 
stantml kind on general subjects will get shoved into the shade. An

b-‘ *• “ %% «**•* -
3. Novels «easts precious time.—Subtract from our short allotted 

span what is devoted to rest, refreshment and the business of life 
and what a tiny hand-breadth remains : And vet, how much of mo 
ment has to be transacted within this limited compass! Man must
to Heî0m"Thi.bUTy 8tagî' C!îher Up1'Var,ls t0 Heaven or downwards

~ssr‘«
exhausted. Instead ol growing up to the measure of the stature of 
deformed!'* pcr‘CChon of which il “ raPabl®. it becomes .lwarfcl and

• ,6- /bough last, not least, novel-reading is most injurious to the 
interests ol moralUg an,l religion—In not a few of the productions
hlrlüt,°h,,’ V‘Ce 18ni1™ 1 vir,ll0,levri«ii villains l,ocm„e heroes 
harlots, heroines. Obscenity stalks abroad clad in purple and line

'rtr1"'/dra|iery of bewitching Rhetoric or linshrined in 
a sotting of fascinating song. Piety is represented a- pruderv rcli 
jpon, as embodied in fools or fanatics. In a painfully interesting

t bird of the population in Pans alone. To what is such a melancholy 
•Utt. of matters tobeaUnbutod Î Mainly to the deluge of infidel 

d immoral publications, which followed in the train of her tern
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ble revolutions. Fearful is the load of responsibility that rests on 
the shoulders of such writers as Madame Dudevant, de Kock, and 
Kugcnc Hue ! And this tide of continental impurity is ever rolling 
in on us. Even the better class of our modem novel writers cither 
ignore Evangelical religion altogether, or refer to it from the “scoroers 
chair ” to point a joke and to excite “ the noisy laughter of the fool.” 
in many, religion is dropt out altogether and the natural virtues arc 
so decked out as to convey the impression that nothing more is 
needed. As regards the purity of the tone of her writings l suppose 
the amiable ami accomplished Maria Edgeworth would bear favorable 
comparison with the best of her compeers, and yet so broad and 
liberal and generous a critic as that greatest of England's preachers, 
Robert Hall, thus describes the effect of her writings upon 
mind : “ She is (says Mr. Hall) the most irreligious writer I ever 
read ; not so much from any attacks she makes on religion as from 
au universal and studied omission of the subject. In her writings 
you meet a high strain of morality. She delineates the most virtuous 
characters and represents them in the most affecting circumstances in 
life—ill distress, in sickness, and even in the immediate prospect of 
eternity, and finally sends them off the stage with their virtue unim
paired-ami all this without the remotest allusion to religion. She 
does not decidedly oppose religion, but makes it appear unnecessary 
by exhibiting a perfect virtue without it. No works ever produced 
so bad an otloct on my own mind." Very much of this sort of litcra- 
I lire is abroad amongst, us. Light literature, out of which the religious 
element has been eliminated. Literature too, antagonistic to religion 
though the antagonism bo not very marked—wearing a veiled dress, 
a sugared coating—and literature decidedly inlidel and immoral— 
this also, with its lighter and darker shades. The paths of literature 
are now, like the “enchanted ground" in the Pilgrim’s Progress, 
leading on to Giant Despair's Castle, and then like the “road between 
Jerusalem and Jericho,’—in which the luckless traveller falls among 
thieves. Imminent is the risk—to such as prefer to the guide boards 
of Heaven anil the star of tiotlilehem—tno sparks of their own 
kindling, and those false lights the great enemy has hung out which 
“shine to bewilder and dazzle, to blind." How true, and terrible as
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well, Elizabeth Harrctt Browning's picture in “Aurora Leigh: ”

11 Subliment dangers over which none wee[is, 
ii ni g es lui th

Alone, unconscious of the perilous road,—
The day sun dazzling In bli limpid 
To thrust his own way, he au allen through 
Hie world ef books. Ah I you; you think It line,
You rlap bands ! A fair day ! You cheer hlm ou 
As If the worst could haii|n'ii, wore to rest 
Too long lieslde a fountain. Yet behold I 
llehold I the world of liook», I» still the world ;
And worldlings In It are lew merciful
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And more puissant, for tile wicked there 
Are winged like Angels. Every knife that strikes 
Is edged for elemental strife, to nssail 
A Spiritual life. The beautiful seems right 
By force of beauty, and the feeble, wrong 
Because of weakness. Power is justified,
Tho’ armed against St. Michael.”

“ The wicked there arc winged like angels," aptly describes many 
of the modern productions of the press, which, in the form of papers, 
periodicals and books, steal into our houses, to “cheat and wound 
the hearts” of our dear ones. Satan comes not in his native repul
siveness, but “ changed into an angel of light," and those who, were 
they to see him as he is, would say, “ Get thee behind me—seeing 
him as he seems, “ pity, then embrace.”

SATANIC PRESS OF LONDON AND NEW TORE.

Years ago there came under my eyes such statistics of the London 
Press as these. Ten stamped |ia|icra, vicious and sabbath breaking 
in their tendency, with an annual circulation of 11,702,000, Six un
stamped papers all a degree lower in the scale of corruption, circulat
ing yearly 6,240,000. Then sixty miscellaneous papers containing 
intolerably polluting trash, with a circulation every year of 10,400,- 
000. Hut even hevond this dreadful limit there is a large annual 
circulation numbering over half a million, into which we dare not 
enter, so awfully polluting is the character. In the last mentioned 
class, engravings and colorings arc employed to excite the lowest pas
sions. It is true these last works are supposed to he sold by stealth, 
but they are easily procurable from the same sources as the papers 
and periodicals before mentioned. The vendor of the one generally 
procures the other. Moreover, the unstamped journals, previously 
alluded to, usually contain advertisements of the works, and as the 
sale of these journals is large they obtain a wide circulation for the 
tilth which, had as they arc themselves, they would profess to abomi
nate. Hero we have nigh thirty million issues (swollen by this time 
probably to nigh double that number) from the satanic press of the 
old world, that is working incalculable mischief in many homes. New 
York is worse in proportion. Of 280 newspapers published there, 
only 40, about one-fifth, profess to he channels of religious influence ;

I of the remaining 176, 15 desecrated the Sabbath, 12 arc organs 
of German Infidelity, and 8 support popery, leaving lilO which may 
he classed as secular. One hundred ami eighteen periodicals and 
mugnr.itie< are published in New York, of which 26 only can he counted 
strictly religious. The Ucrinan and French Presses have been sub
sidised to au enormous extent by the devil. Tho devil has followed 
too in the wake of the missionary, to neutralize his influence and 
counter-work Ills eflorts. Thus at Beirut in Syria, seven presses are 
busily issuing hooks of an injurious tendency, with which the solitary 
Missionary Press is trying unequally to oope. A little while ago, the
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|lcart w“ gladdened by the completion of the translation 
of the Bible into the modern Arabic, through the efforts of a gcntlo- 
mun well known in one part of our Dominion. But, simultaneously 
vi ith this sunplying of the key of knowledge to a hundred millions 
throughout \\ cstern Asia and Africa, was the otlort by infidel clubs 
to propagate in the language of those millions, the worst works of 
Voltaire and hugene Hue. In China and India and the islands of 
the sen, the satanic press is not less active. Its conductors “slccn 
not except they have done mischief, and their sleep is taken away 
unless they cause some to fall." Over how many hopeful fields have 
their pernicious tares been scattered. Wo need not, of many a 
locality in our own fair Province, to ask : “ From whence hath it
cT ,l , T™* hath <loue it.” a,|d too often while the friends

oi truth 44 slept*
Tl,v enemy is wide-awake now. The tares are here and every- 

where. The leaves that arc for the hurt rather than the healing 
ol the nations, are flying on every side. We find them in parlour 
and kitchen, in the held and in the factory! in the store and 
the work-shop, on licneh ami in boudoir, in the house and by the 
way. 1 hey fly 0Vcr fences ; arc shoved under the door, are tossed 
into th° counting-room, arc laid on the work-bench; are hawked 
through the cars They come in the shape of sensational stories and 
paragraphs, in the daily press, in weekly ledgers, and Saturday 
journals, and periodical novelettes. They come through our libraries, 
in which too often light reading predominates. They reach high and 
ow, rich and poor, young and old, of every color and country, of 

every rank and race. Ws, from the pulpit, reach but a few hundred 
once or twice a week. Tail reach their thousands and tons of 
thousands, seven days in the week and 3U6 days in the year, ami 
almost every hour of the day. Authors, compositors, printers, pub
is icrs, wok-sellers, vendors, photographers, peddlare, arc all pressed 

into the service of the enemy. Our postal system is made tributary 
—sealed packets being carried thus,-bearing moral disease and death 
to many homes. Those vampires of society, these ghouls of the 
press are l.vnx-eyed and ubiquitous in watching for their prev. They 

travail with iniquity and have conceived mischief and brought fortii 
falsehood. They “sit in the lurking places of the villages, in the 

do they murder the innocent." Their eves arc privily 
set agamet the young. It is not long since a gentleman of New 
v ork found a widely ramified system of agencies at work for the cir
culation of lascivious books and pictures among the youth of both 

m the public and private schools. Societies for putting down 
immoral literature, have sometimes made descents on wholesale col
lodions of prints and publications of which it would lie a shame even 

> speak. it is sad to think of the many who arc prostituting their 
talents and energies to the base purpose of destroying the Bible, 
pulling down the Cross, subverting religion, uprooting the Church,
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turning man into a thinking and speaking brute, overturning the 
foundations of morality, poisoning the springs of domestic happiness, 
dissolving the ties of social order, and involving our country in utter 
and irremediable ruin. Books and pajiers and |ieriodicals are passing 
quietly through our land and reaching even its remoter parts —which 
are a “ pestilence walking in darkness. Safer far to handle the cast
away rags of a small-pox hospital than to meddle with them.

Now the Book and Tract Society whose anniversary comes off to
morrow, and whoso interests wo have liecn asked to advocate to-night, 
is designed to counteract those evil influences which are at work, to 
help stem that tide of pollution which is rolling in upon us, and 
threatening the extinction of whatsoever things arc true, honest, 
lovely and of good report. Ours has an honorable parentage, and 
worthy relations—a father in Kngland—a mother in America— 
brothers aud sisters all the world over.

LONDON TBVCT SOCIETY.

The “ London Heligious Tract Society" and the “American Tract 
Society'* are the legitimate parents of Tract and Book Societies 
everywhere. The London Society was organized at a meeting of 
gentlemen held at the St. Paul's Coffee House, London, on the 
10th May, 1700, nearly live years before the Bible Society. Around 
its cradle gathered such men as (leorge Binder, Howland Hill, 
Alexander Waugh. Matthew Wilks and Joseph Hughes. At its 
jubilee in 1849, on the completion of the fiftieth year of its exist- • 
cnee, it could tell of One million, two hundred and two thousand, 
two hundred and forty-two pounds sterling, or nigh six million 
dollars, raised, and five hundred million publications issued, live 
thousand one hundred and eight of these separate publications, 
in 110 different languages and dialects. At the seventy-sixth an
niversary held last Slav, the income tor the year preceding was 
reported as X144,f>G(l sterling, of which nigh T.'IO.OOO was devoted 
to the Missionary Field, and the Issues—Home and Foreign— 
reached 5Uj millions, embracing 170 new publications, of which 1G7 
were tracts -containing 041 million pages. Since the formation of 
the Society Jiftrtn humlrnt ami iiinrty-Jh e million publications have 
been issued, or during the past twenty-five years, three times more 
than during the previous fifty. These have been distributed in all 
parts of ICuro|ie. in Turkey, Persia, India, Ceylon, China, Polynesia, 
Africa. North and South America, Ac. Well may we from this time 
say, “What hath (lod wrought?” There is one view of the Socie
ty s foreign labors (says the author of the Jubilee Memorial) which 
it would tie improper hero to overlook, namely, the manner in which 
they have extended the influence of Christian writers throughout the 
world. Author* who only contemplated the improvement of their 
own countrymen when they com|x>sod their works, have hail their 
thoughts conveyed into languages the very names of which were un-
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known in their days. Little did John Bunyan foresee that, in future 
times, missionaries would go forth to the heathen and by twenty- 
eight different translations of his enchanting volume interest the peo

ny nations, the civilized and the rude, so that the learned 
and polished inhabitants of Prance and Greece, the tawny wanderers 
of Arabia, the once tried but now triumphant believer in Madagas
car, the sun-burnt Kaffir, and the degraded Hottentot, should read 
with avidity the book which is the delight of the lowly cottagers of 
our own land. The pious writer of the touching narrative of “ Poor 
Joseph,™ in all probability contemplated only its usefulness within 
the limits of his own country ; how surprised he would have been, 
if one endowed with prophetic vision had told him that his “ half
witted man ™ would speak in 17 languages and he the means of teach
ing the knowledge of Christ to the Chinese in the East, the Greek 
in the West, the Esquimaux in the North and the Africans in the 
South. Neither did the amiable and devoted Leigh Richmond, when 
employing his persuasive advocacy and active labors for the .Society, 
imagine that he was sustaining an agency which would convey his 
“Short and Simple Annals of the Poor” through 21 languages, to 
the Russian, the American, the Arab, the Icelander and the Turk. 
Nor did the esteemed writer of “ The Anxious Inquirer Directed 
and Encouraged " suppose, when ho sent out that useful production, 
that his affectionate appeals would find an utterance in live conti
nental tongues, in one of the most difficult dialects of India and in 

‘ the words of the Islanders of the Pacific Ocean. In a similar man
ner also other Christian authors—as Baxter, Doddridge, Pike, 
Stokes, Barth and Keith—have had their influence extended and 
perpetuated to an extent they could never have anticipated. Taking 
this nspcct of the subject we may again say : “What hath God 
wrought ?"

pic of ma

TIIE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

The American Tract Society is 20 years younger than the London, 
though as early as 18011 the Massachusetts Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge commenced the systematic publication of books 
and tracts, and in succeeding years various associations, with the 
same object in view, sprang up in Boston, Now York. Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and other leading cities of the Union. Chief of these 
was the Tract Society of Boston, founded in 1814. In 1824 négo
ciations were started for the union of the New York and Boston 
Societies. By this time, ns the result of the labors of the separate 
Societies, ton millions of religious publications had been issued. 
This Union was consummated on the 10th May, 1826. It was an 
occasion of absorbing interest. Tlio seraphic spirit of the sainted 
Summorlield was stirred to its depths as ho exclaimed :—(and they 
were the last words spoken by him m public, his notes, like the Swan's, 
the last the sweetest) "In all the Anniversaries (said ho) which 1

z
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have ever attended in Europe or America, I have never been so con
scious of the presence of the Holy Spirit, and Christian Love pervad
ing every heart. Again and again, I could not refrain from weeping. 
The very atmosphere we breathe is the atmosphere of Heaven ; one 
which Angels come down to inhale, and in which God delights to 
dwell.”

At first, Tracts only were published—215 the first year Rv the 
third year, one volume was issued—“Doddridge’s Biso and Progress.” 
By the 17th year, 100 volumes and many hundred tracts. The 
Jubilee held on the 10th May of last year, announced 1,133 volumes 
and 3,407 smaller publications. The total issues had mounted to 358 
millions, the daily issue 54,000, of which 4000 are volumes. They 
have issued In foreign lands 600 different volumes and 3,466 smaller 
publications, in over a hundred languages and dialects, and at an ex
pense of above $600,000 in cash. The issues from the Home Office 
stretch away into the millions. Of the “ Bible Dictionary,” “ Pil
grims’ Progress,” “ Baxter’s Call," “Come to Jesus," and others, over 
half a million copies each, while of some individual tracts, above a 
million have been issued. The Tract Society has given a wondrous 
impetus to the circulation of Religious Books throughout the land. 
In 1810 the cost of paper manufactured for Bunk printing in the 
United States amounted to 1245,000. Now, in a single year, this 
Society expends more. In 1826, the Religious Books issued bv the 
Trade throughout the Country numbered 17 ; in 1835, 24 ; in 1841, 
121. But now, in this direction, “ What hath God wrought ! ”

COLPoBTAGE.
Perhaps the most prominent and hopeful feature of the Tract work 

in America has been its system of Colportage.
The Colporteur is a Home Missionary with heart aglow with love 

to Christ who, within a defined district visits from house to house, 
especially amongst those “ too poor to purchase the truth and too 
widely scattered to he gathered into churches” in order that thro" 
the printed page and by word of mouth, ho may tell the “ old, old 
story of Jesus and His Love.” At least fourteen out of the forty mil
lions embracing a third of the population in the ndjoining Roi 
beyond the pale of Church privileges—though four hundred millions 
of dollars have been invested in the erection of her churches, and 
from sixty to seventy-five millions of dollars are annually spent in 
their support. Fully half the population are spread over the vast 
valley which separates between the Alleghenies anil the Koeky moun
tains a valley embracing two-thirds of the w hole land, containing nigh 
two million square miles. Seventeen Great Britains could find room 
in that valley with a population of 600 millions, one half the world’s 
population. Were the single State of Texas cut up into sections, it 
would make 55 Conneeticuts.

The spirit of the ltcv. R. 8. Cook was stirred within him 36 years
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ago, when he thought of whole tracts of country lying spiritually de
solate and “ wholly given to Idolatry.” In 1841 lie inaugurated 
this new system—with two Colporteurs. Now they number many 
hundreds. Follow the Colporteur to his field. It is, for example, a 
county in Texas—20 miles square, with a population ol 10,000, 
grouped in 1800 families scattered at varying distances over these 400 
square miles, lie finds a fulcrum for his moral leverage in the 
centre of the county. He has his little depot there of, sav 2,000 
volumes of Books, Tracts, and copies of the word of God. He sal
lies forth on his mission of mercy, speaking for the Master in each 
house as he finds opportunity, dropping words ot kindness to the 
children, and leaving Baxter, or Bunyan, or Boston, or Doddridge, or 
Bonar. or Alexander, behind him to tell of that mighty lox v—which 
lias made his own heart burn, and his own face to shine. Thus, trom 
day to-day till Sabbath dawns. Then in some log cabin or school- 
house, the children arc collected to be taught, and the parents gather 
to join under his leadership in praise and prayer, and to hear read 
some rousing sermon or striking tract. Thus are fulfilled the 52 
weeks and 52 sabbaths, but the leaven has been hid in each ot the 
180U homes. It works secretly and silently. Bye and bye its influ
ence appears. A family has ceased Sabbath desecration. Back
sliders are reclaimed. Pious mothers are strengthened in training 
their children for God. Fathers are reclaimed from intemperance, 
brothers from profanity. Family altars are erected. Scepticism is 
not so rife ns it was, nor immorality so rampant. Pious coteries are 
being formed. Old associations are revived ; early instructions long 
dormant assert their power. Good habits long neglected, come back 
again. The Sabbath school is organized. The church grows out of 
it. Thought is quickened, intelligence enlarged, and the whole aspect 
of the community, domestically, socially, morally and religiously, un
dergoes a perceptible change for the better. When his pioneer work 
has been accomplished, and out of it has grown the church and the 
school, the Colporteur passes on to another field to resume the same 
blessed work of breaking up the fallow-ground, that others afterwards 
may enter into his labors ; the wilderness and solitary places 
made glad and deserts rejoice and blossom like the rose.
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STATISTICS OP COLPORTAGE.

The semi-centennial celebration of last year brought to light such 
facts and figures as those summarizing the 34 years of this Colpor
teur work :

59,254
10,503,096
2,780,006

376,298

Time employed, months......................................................
Number of Volumes sold.......... ............................................
Number of Volumes granted................................................
Public Meetings addressed and Prayer Meetings held.. ..
Families destitute of all licligious Books except the Bible 950,638 
Protestant Families destitute of the Bible.......................... 579,510
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Families of Roman Catholics visited....................................
Protestant Families habitually neglecting Evangelical

Preaching...........................................................................
Families conversed with on personal religion or prayed

with.....................................................................................
Family Visits.........................................................................

These bare figures, stupendous though they be, furnish but the 
faintest possible conception of the amount of good accomplished. By 
one visit, sometimes a whole family has been led to the House of 
God, and eventually to Heaven. Think of Colportage through this 
single Society, accomplishing eleven million Family Visits. How 
many souls have been often converted by a single book, like the An
xious Enquirer, or a single Tract like the “ Sinner’s Friend.” What 
shall we say of more than thirteen millions of such volumes, averaging 
two volumes for every family in the United States, and Tracts with
out number. Out of a single meeting held for Prayer or Conference 
has sprung a revival, and blessings untold have been brought to mauy 
communities. But try to realize the results of 400,000 such meetings. 
I tried to picture one solitary Colporteur going through his pains
taking, laborious work of moral excavation in one locality for a single 
vear. Now multiply that jive thousand times, for Colportage in the 
United States alone has performed 5000 years of such Evangelistic 
effort. Surely we may, from this time ask again—“ What has God 
wrought.” Vet, that is but one of many lands in which Colportage 
work is carried on.

910,840

1,563,495

6,258.070
11,495,730

;

COLPORTAOB IN THE OLD WOBLD.
In 1853, twelve years after the inception of the work in his native 

land, the heroic Cook visited Scotland, where a Tract Society was 
at its last gasp, and let new blood into it, by the infusion of this Col
portage element. You remember the visit to us of the Secretary of 
that Society, the Rev. William Gillies, who had come out to express 
the gratitude and congratulations of his native land at the American 
Jubilee last summer, and who described the remarkable impetus 
thereby given to the “ Religious Tract and Book Society of Scotland.” 
For the first two years but three Colporteurs were appointed, then 
they increased at the rate of 11 or 12 a year, till now they number 
231, and the sales of Evangelical works the previous year amounted to 
8200,000. The movement spread to Ireland in 1859, the year fol
lowing the great revival—the memorable Year of Grace, which gave 
origin and currency to this and many other good works. Now the 
Bible and Colportage Society of Ireland, employs a large and efficient 
band. In England Colportage also is beginning to find a foothold, 
and Mr. Spurgeon alone employs over forty, and says of it : “ We 
know of no way of doing good so cheap, so necessary, so useful as 
Colportage. It is one of the best and cheapest modes of Evangiliza- 
tion yet discovered.” An expression of opinion akin to that of the
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................. 59,254
..................10,503,696
................. 2,780,066
s held.... 876,298 

the Bible 958,688 
................. 679,510



28

Veteran Missionary Dr. Duff, who with his large experience of Mis-
of the noblest and worthiest ofsions, declares, “ Colportage to be 

existing enterprises.’’ The Scottish Delegate told us of between 400 
and 600 of such laborers as then employed in the United Kingdom, 
and gave it as his matured judgment that there is “ no agency, or 
rather no combination of two kinds of agency —the living voice ot 
earnest Christain men, aided by the printed word—so flexible and so 
easily adapted to the mission of saving men ; no scheme God has so 
abundantly blessed, as the system of Christian Colportage.1' The old 
world Colporteurs are doing not a little to counteract the evil caused 
by the low, loose London Papers, Penny Journals and Miscellanies 
that are sent over the Country in hundred weights and tons,— those 
sensational journals of which I have already spoken, too common 
amongst ourselves, dealing in Police reports, and proceedings ot 
Divorce Courts, and social wrong-doing, and biographies of abandoned 
characters, and highly spiced stories and gross obscene pictures.

OCB OWN SOCIETY.

Now this work of Colportage is made a specialty by our 
ccllent society on the eve of another of whose anniversaries we stand. 
Our prudent, persevering secretary) the Rev. Alexander McBean, who 
with unobtrusive earnestness and unflagging energy, worthy of all 
praise, has superintended our work since its commencement—informs 
us that Colportage was commenced in Nova Scotia, in July, 1863, by 
the American Tract Society, and prosecuted under its direction tor 
about four years and a-half, till Dec., 1867. During that time, 25 
Colporteurs were employed the aggregate time of whose labours 
23 years and 3 months. Their circulation amounted to $22,528, and 
family visits 67,711. In the summer of 1867, our society was formed. 
« During the last eight years, 64 Colporteurs have been employed ; 
the aggregate of whose services is equal to the time of one man lor a 
period of 83 years seven months and sixteen days. They travelled 
142,316 miles, a distance nearly equal to 6 times the circumference of 
the globe. Their sales of religious books and bibles amounted to 
$82,671.95, and their gratuitous distribution of bibles, books and 
tracts to $5,978.78. They found 1787 families destitute of auv Re
ligious books except the bible ; 1042 protestant families destitute of 
the scriptures, and 1866 neglecting the preaching of the gospel. 
They made 12086 visits to Roman Catholic families. They addressed 
5425 prayer and other religious meetings. They had conversation 
personal religion, reading the scriptures or prayer in 87,249 of the 

its made by them. They made in all 203,500 family visits. T he 
first 3 years Colportage was confined to Nova Scotia. In the fourth, 
it was extended to New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, lu 
the sixth to Newfoundland, and in the seventh to Labrador. Seven
teen Colporteurs were in the field during the past year as against 26 
the year before—the financial depression in part occasioning a 
tail ment.
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OÜB NEEDS.

But we would need during the current year to resume the high
est figure, and considerably to exceed it—if we would with any 
measure of adequacy meet the necessities of our extensive field.— 
Think of Newfoundland with its coast line of 1200 miles, including 
the large Bays which penetrate far into the interior. Green Bay alone 
contains nearly 200 islands. Yet for this vast field we had but a 
single Colporteur who visited T9 islands and harbours in this bay, 
and found 013 families, an average of 12 to each. Then Labrador, 
with its long stretch of sea coast and numerous fishing harbors, had 
but one Colporteur. The entire sister Province of New Brunswick, 
w hich is one-half larger than our own and has a population of some 
300,000, had but two Colporteurs. Our entire field, with a population 
of about a million—is equal in size to Great Britain. Yet while it has 
4 or 500 Colporteurs we have but 17. In Fatherland too, the lite
rary and locomotive difficulties are nothing so great. The people 

not sparsely settled as here, and other facilities for obtaining read
ing matter are much more abundant. Our people arc in many in
stances far apart from one another, far from the footsteps of the flock 
and the shepherd’s tents—and at a great distance often from book
stores.
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FEW BOOK SIOBES.

As regards this last particular, the testimony is that there are 
comparatively few book-stores outside of the commercial capitals. 
In Nova Scotia, with its population of about 400,000, there are 9 be
sides those in Halifax, the number having more than doubled since 
this society began its work. In New Brunswick, with its 300,0u0, 
out of Fredericton and St. John there are but two. In Prince Ed
ward Island, with 100,000 of a population, there arc none except in 
Charlottetown and Summcrsidc, and in Newfoundland, which is twice 
the size of Nova Scotia, with 150.000 inhabitants, there are none ex
cept in St. John’s. Surely then there is an urgent necessity for an 
agency like ours. How many of our fellow-countrymen are wan
dering over this wide territory as sheep without a shepherd—with 
but scanty mental and spiritual provender. What mcaneth the 
bleating of these sheep in the wilderness ? The good shepherd cries 
—“ mv sheep wandered through all the mountains and upon every 
high hill ; yea, my flock was scattered and none did search and seek 
after them.’’ Do we not hear his voice, repeating the commission— 
“ feed my sheep, feed my lambs.” Bye and bye 
is the flock that I gave thee, the beautiful flock ? ” Let us follow the 
lost sheep into the wilderness, and put ourselves to some risk and in
convenience to rescue them from the lion and the bear. 1 commend 
to your careful and prayerful attention the journals of these faithful 
men, and you will see how vigilant they have been in tracking the 
wanderers—and with what degree of success they have brought 
them to the fold agaiu.

he will ask “ where
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COT.PORTEUB8 JOCBNALS.

I subjoin one or two illustrations of their method of working and 
its results in other 6elds, drawn from sources to which you are not so 
likely to have access :—

“ In several destitute counties a Colporteur agency of three years 
continuance, has resulted in a general waking up of the people. 
Sabbath and dav-sehools were multiplied, churches erected and revi
vals enjoyed.”

“ We visited many cabins of the poor, ignorant and destitute, with 
no earthly comforts, no Bible, no page about Jesus, no education, no 
going to Church, no religious visit or prayer ever made before. We 
have met them kindly and spent an hour talking to them of religion 
and education, teaching fathers, mothers and children the alphabet 
and how to spell, have given them the first religious books they 
owned, and engaged kind friends to visit their cabins and continue 
their instruction, causing them to feel that they arc eared for, that 
they have minds to cultivate and souls to save. Thus they arc brought 
into Sabbath-schools and common schools, and to hear the preached 
Gospel—and many are led to embrace Christ by God’s blessing, or 
the Tract, or Book, or kind word spoken, or earnest prayer offered, 
or sermon delivered—and are now good citizens and happy Christians."

« Of the 662 families I visited,” writes another, “ many had not 
attended preaching for from 3 to 9 years. I was kindly received at 
their firesides, where I could adopt both books and talk to their wants. 
I learned of over 70 Sabbath-schools resulting, more or less, from 
Colportage. In one county where there were only 3 there are 
36. In this county every family, as far as known, was visited and 
supplied with Gospel truth, and over 800 souls are reported to have 
been converted during the year ; many of whom attribute their 
awakening to books and tracts.’’

“ During the last eleven months,” (writes another)
1803 families, had religious conversation or prayer with 1337. More 
than half of them were habitual neglcctors of Gospel preaching; 931 
had no Bibles.”

Yet another incident. A Colporteur gave a little book to a halt- 
clad youth who had only begun to read. It was the means of his 
conversion. Two years after ho became a Colporteur, and wont from 
house to house for' nearly 4 years, talking, praying and circulating 
books and tracts, by which many souls were led to Christ. He was 
then licensed to preach, and by his labors in the ministry a little over 
two years, about 200 souls were hopefully led to Christ

This last case, drawn from the American field, calls up another 
which Scotland supplies :—

It is not long since a sad announcement appeared in the newspapers. 
A steamer was run down in the China Seas, and among those who 
perished was a young and very promising medical missionary, Dr.
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Thomson. His history was eminently interesting. Originally a 
collier-lad in Linlithgowshire, he had' commended himself by ‘his 
Christian stedfastness to his pastor, and under his countenance had 
become Colporteur of the district, lie had discharged the duties of 
that humble office so well, and had shown such a capacity for general 
culture and Christian usefulness, that lie was encouraged to go through 
a College curriculum and qualify himself as a medical missionary. 
The struggles of that long preparation had come to an end, he had 
just entered on his work as a

od of working and 
hich you are not so

incy of three years 
up of the people, 

i erected and revi-

missionary in China, and had given the 
highest promise of usefulness, when his sun went down at noon, 
leaving a radiant track behind.

I can distinctly recall a lovely youth who sojourned under my roof 
at Kingston 22 years ago, and labored acceptably as a Colporteur in 
that district, during the Summer of ’.14, who is now the loved pastor 
of the oldest and most influential Baptist Church in Philadelphia. 
Thus to those who in this useful walk have been “faithful over a few 
things,"’ the Lord has said, “ Go up higher," “ I will make thee ruler 
over many things.”
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USEFULNESS OF BOOKS AND TRACTS.

Our Scottish Colporteur has experiences like these : one day a 
woman comes up to him and asks, “ Do you remember the little book 
I got from you three week ago ? ” and before he can remember what 
it was, she says, “ It has been the means of saving mv soul ! ” and 
hurries on leaving him dumb with surprise and pleasure. Another 
time he bears that a little book which one of his customers lent to a 
drunken neighbor, has had a marvellous effect and that she is 
quite a changed woman. Possibly, the change is on one nearer home 
and a house that has been the scene of utter misery gets a streak of 
Paradise thrown across it. When handing sixpence to the Colpor
teur for a Book which he had sold to her the previous month, 
ried woman remarks, “ It has been the best sixpence worth 
in our house I can assure you ; for I had been reading it and left it 
on the settle and when my husband came in, ho took it up and read it 
in silence and then aloud, and I rejoiced to see tears running down 
his face, and at last, he was like to choke ; and there and then for the 
first time he saw he was lost, and cried to Rod for mercy, and has 
obtained peace thro’ believing. Mrs. J. and I met every day for 
prayer and asked God to change the hearts of our husbands, and you 
see our prayers have not been in vain. And to think that God em
ployed this as the means of bringing him to seek salvation. We had 
lived a most miserable life about twelve months. Wo had come to an 
agreement to part altogether, and I was determined to do so, if I was 
to experience another of his mad fits. But you see old things 
passed away and all things are made new, for, since the change took 
place, lie is as peaceable as a lamb, and wo arc so happy, and now we 
have family worship, which he takes a delight in.”
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A young woman, quite poor, spends three per cent, a month to 
purchase periodicals, which she lays down in the jobber’s room in the 
Slaughter Houses for the benefit of the Butchers in their leisure 
hours. Encouraged by the fruit of her labour, she doubles the 
amount, though it be a strain on her limited means, and for this 
the men receive monthly the “British Workman,” “British Herald,” 
“ Cottager and Artizan,” two “ Happy Homes," two “ Appeals ” and 
one “ Adviser,” besides a good supply of Tracts supplied by the Socie
ty. “ And 1 believe (adds the Colporteur) that these arc the only 
means of grace that are brought to bear on the most of these poor 
men. They are the most careless class of men I ever came in contact 
with ; and yet, many of them are soft hearted men too, for when I 
have the opportunity of speaking to some of them, I have often 
observed the big tears rolling down the checks of the most hardened 
looking of them all. I asked one of them one day if the periodicals 
were read by many of the men. He said they were, and the little 
stories were the subject of conversation many a time when it would 
have been nothing but cursing and swearing. He said that many of 
them longed for the first of the month.”

In view of scenes likes these, and they can be re-produced and arc 
being so through the same agency among ourselves, well may wo from 
this time exclaim in adoring wonder, “ What hath God wrought 1” 
It is His to make the weak things confound the mighty, and the foolish 
things the wise.

The little tract dropped at the door step, thrown into the carriage, 
handed to the passer-by, has fulfilled its mission. These quiet messen
gers have fallen as the gentle dew or silent snow-flake, percolating 
and pervading the hard soil—returning not void. Not unfrequcntlv in 
the most unexpected ways has the tract accomplished that which Clod 
pleased, and prospered in the thing whereto lie sent it.

Dr. Barnardo, from whom 1 experienced much kindness during my 
visit to London, in August, 1873, and who is doing a mighty work 
among the wild Arabs in the east end of the city, speaking at the last 
Anniversary of the London Tract Society, mentions some remarkable 
results of tract distribution. One case was that of a young friend 
of his who was a most persistent tract distributor. Ho had a prac- 

of folding up his tracts in the shape of little cocked hats, and 
giving them away in all directions. Nino months previous to Hr. 
Barnardo's mentioning the incident, he received a cheque fur five 
hundred pounds sterling, from a gentleman of considerable means, 
who traced his conversion to a tract thus folded which had been 
thrown into his carriage as ho was driving past the Bank of Eng
land. The gentleman expressed an earnest desire to see the young 
man who had given the tract, and on an interview being brought 
about, ho rose up, caught him by his hand and almost embraced Inm. 
That aged rich man was now giving away largo sums of money for the 
advancement of the cause of Christ. Such incidents could be multi
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For Colportage and Gratuitous Distribution.

Halifax.
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Forrest, James....................
Francklvn, 0. E..............
Fraser, R. W.......................
Friend..................................
Friend..................................
tlibson, John......................
(lordon, John, m. d..........
(■rant, Peter ......................
Hart. Jairtts........................

Harrington, S. M...............
Harrington. 1), M...........

ilessletn, llenry...
Howe, Sydenham
Hunter, C. D.........
Hutton, J. Scott .
Jones, lion. A. O.
J. C...........................
Johns, T. W...........
Jordan, W..............
Kelly, John...........
Kinuear, T. C......
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Dunlap, 
Hay, l ; 
Mam, W. 
McKlmor
McLeod, 
Robb, Mr 
Sleep, Wi
Tupper, .*
Others ...

.80 IK)Mackintosh, J. I)
Maine, Jas. T... .
Maclean. John H.
Marshall, Judge.
Moir, A..................
Moir, W. C...........
Morrow, J. B......................................
Muncey, J. F....................................... " w
Munni», J. K......................
McAlister, Win.................
McDaniel, James............
McKenzie, Alex................
Meljeod, Alex....................
McLeod, J. R.....................
.Newberry, E. C...............
Xorthup, lion. J...............
Philips, O. & T.................
Parker, Hon. D. Mc.N.....................1000
Public Meeting in St. Matt. Clt...l6 0ft

2 .rK) Richey, M. II., Mayor......................f,m
Kitclue, lion. Judge
Ritchie, Titos. A.......

.ft 00 Robson, Chas.............
ft 00 Ross, W........................
6 IK) Scott, James.............
.ft 00 Sedgwick, Robt. ...

1 00 Seeton, R. B..............
.0 BO Shannon, lion. 8. U
t IK) Silver, John..........

„ft 00 Sinclair, John A.
..5 00 Smith, Wesley ...
■10 IK) Smith, John.........
. Oil Stairs, John...........
,.1(K) Starr.Oeo.il........
..ft 00 Stirling, W. 8......
. r. 00 Stewart. J. J.........
10 ftll Taylor, H. A.........
.1 00 Taylor, Mrs. J......
. 0 00 Tremaln, R...........
,.l IK) Thompson, P.......
..J 00 Troop, H. J............
..4 00 Waddell, 8............
..J00 Webb, W. II.........

White, 8. A.... ■ • •
Whitman. C. II..

8 00 Wilson, J. E.........
4 00 Wright, C. W.......

.3 00
.2000 
,14 00

.«ft 00
.0 00 .4 00.5 00 .2 00 Corbett, A 

Higgins, f 
Logan, No 
Owen, J. t 
Robbins, J 
Runciman, 
Tobias, Mi 
Tobias, T..
W. T.S.....
Wilson, Jo] 
Others .....

...200
.5 00
.4 00ft 00 .6 00BOO ............20 00

...............2 01)

..............2 00
10 00

................5 00

ft 00S 00 .2 00..1000
I 00

20 00
Friends.....

10 01) 

10 0010 00 
.10 00 .2 00 Friends......

200
.ft 00 itmoo Friends......
.5 00
.5 00 II.

. 10 00 

.20 00 

.20 OO

Friends......

.2 OO Friends.......

.5 00
.20 00

.8 00 Friends........

Junes, Thus.*
.5 00
.6 00
200
200
4 00 (■IN

Mr. CiNiper....

tiuj

6 00
2 00
.5 00

.10 00 Friendsft (Ml •ssstsaastssstss
1 0010 00LA .2 00 HiLawson, Harrington ,V Co.

Lowell, W. L......
I«ewl«, W, J.........
Mackintosh, J. C.

.2 00 Friends
■ 00

„ „ mn
C’X. Rev. J. D.

.6 00sseess•
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.imherol.
rtunlap, Bros........
I fay, J. M...............
Main, W. D..........
McElmon, D, K... . 
McLeod, A. A Co...
Robb, Mrs...............
Sleep, Wm.......
Tupper, Nathan,

Kenlvllle.81 00 ! Friends 85 75100
ionribution. LI sign n nines.1 00 ; Friend co on' 60............. . .! 00 Christie^ Bra" ,r0r- 

J 00 tiammell, William
.85 IK)

2 00m. n..3 00
.8 00.20 00 

,14 00 Liverpool.10 00 Friends

.1 00 I

.1 (Ki Friends 

.1 00 
1 001

.4 00 In mu polls.
Corbett, A. II.* Son.
jl Wins, Rev. T. A..........
1-OKan, Norman ..
Owen, J. W...............
Robbins, Jas. j... 
Rnnciman, John II.
Tobias, Mrs. 0. M .
Tobias, T
w. t. s.....
Wilson, John ii...
Others ...........

24 08............. 2 00
.............10 00 Loekeport..6 00

20 82.2 00
.5 00 Lunenburg.. 1 Oo ; Friends 

.2 00 

.2 00
! 00 *^c*een' Is- 8.

.4 00
2 606UU

.20 00 Vlahou..2 00
.2 00..............2 00

..................i 2? n ttelrowe,
.................. * ^ummmger, Alex.

20 50'

.12 75

f. ihi
.2 00

1 00..................11)00
Malt. Cb... 15 115
.........................5 00
..................... 10 0O
................... 10 00

Collected by j!j*C™*àml*

Wilton.

InllgonUli.
Friends 14 00

Binldrrks Friends2 IK I Friends .2 508 26..............2 00
5 (KI Monetun.Bridgetown. Friends......10 00

......... 5 00
Friends 14 232 25

6 oo Mislllimil.Brblgrwalrr. Mends............. 10 IK)
............20 00
............20 00
..............2 00

Friends .30 10630

8’lve Rile River.Brooklyn. FriendsFriends 11 052 00... .
.20 00 Glim grow.I'niieo. Friends.8 00 Friends .«9 7511 00.6 00

.6 IK) North N>lines.Janes, Thos.*'0" Ba>* Friends200 21 94...4 00200
4 00 l*lelou.Gooae River. Allan, James

.1 00 Cash.................
Campbell, R,
Devis, W. H.................

• 10 2c Dawson. (Iordan * Co 
Dwyer, 0.........
kid,itt, ». h.......

12 00 Ferguson, John
George, F. W...........
Gordon, Win..

1 00 Grant, Isaac A.

6 00 Mr. Cooper I 002 00 3 00.8 00 Guy «borough. 2 001000 Friends 4 001 00 2 00.2 00 Mnnlsiport. 1 00.2 00 Friends 1 O')
I 00

O'l, R, v ,'"Uh',r,,,,*h- 2 00
4 00
2 00
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82 00$1 00 Blair, J. K..........
1 00 ; Blanchard, Chas......
1 00 i Blanchard, .1. F.......
1 00 Calkin, J. B...............
1 00 Campbell, Geo.........
1 60 Conner, John............
1 00 Crowe, ,1. L...............
1 00 Crowe, W. S.............
100 Cummings, W. 8...
1 00 Dickie, j. B.............

.1 00 llickson, Robert....

.1 00 Eaton. Cyrus...........

.1 00 Johnson. Andrew..

.1 00 King, John..............

.1 20 j Lewis & Son, John 

.2 00 McIntosh, Duncan 

.4 00 
.1 00 
10 00 
.4 00 
.4 00

Hamilton, Geo. J.......................
Harris, W. II..................................
llockin, R......................................
Ives, A.............................................
Ives, John T..................................
Ives, Mrs. John T........................
Ives, Win........................................
L. W. & Co.....................................
Logan, D.........................................
Maimross, Oscar, Am. Consul.
Matheson, David.......................
Munro, James..............................
Me Bean, John..............................
McDonald, Danl. blacksmith. 
McGillivray, Mr». A..
McKeen, J.....................
Patterson, Mrs..............
Patterson,.....................
Primrose, James.........
Primrose, C....................
Primrose, II...................
Ross, Rev. Alexander
Ross, J............................
Ross.'Wm. T..................
Yorston, J. J................
Friends...........................

1 00 Allison, I) 
Allis, ii, M 
Blanchard 
Carver, Isi 
Curry A- K 
Curry, Kill 
Curry, Wil 
Dim ick, C 
Dimock. R 
Diniock, SI 
Dimock. H 
Fraser, B. 
G,nidge, M
Harding, T 
I-awson, \\ 
McIIeffey,
McLellan, 1 
Morris, Mr 
Jlowalt, Ii, 
Payzant, G 
Smith, Mrs 
Smith, Will 
Webb, Join 
Wilson, C. i 
Wilson & ! 
From three 
l*res. Chine

.2 00
1 00
5 00
1 00
1 00
1 (HI

,;...3 00
1 00
l fill
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 Oil
1 00
i ooMcCully, C.......................

McKay, A......................
McKay, Thomas. M. P 
McMillan, Rev. John..
McRoliert, W. E...........

.................... 1 00 Morgan, C. P...................

.................... 2 2b Muir, D. B., M 1).........

.................... 1 00 Nelson, Robert...............

.................... .100 Nelson. S. S....................
00 77 Pithlado, Mrs. J. M....

--------- Smith, D. H.......................
8133 72 ! Smith, R............... 1.......

| Walker, L.......................
3 00 From 17 others............

v
1 oo
l no
1 (10
i oo
l oo
1 00
i oo
l oo

.1 oo
1 00
i oo
i ooPori HunIIiir*. .8 00Friends

IVI
847 60 Per Rev. Mi 

P. McDonnh
Post Hankesliury.

Weelvlllr..4 00Friends

1 0OBalfour, Duncan......
, 6 00 Douglass, James......

| Dryileu, John...........
Foster, A. M...............

..3 50 Fraser, Hugh.............
Fraser, John............
Graham, Alex...........

13 94 Graham, Mrs. Alex
Grant, Thomas.........
Gunn, Norman.........

..8 00 Hattie, George.........
Jones, J. E., M.D...
Matheson, Alex.......

.22 85 Miller, Frederick...
, Munro, Daniel.........
McDougald, John..

.32 80 McDougald, R........
McKay, Murdoch..
Ormiston, Donald..

...100 Sutherland, Robert... .
! White, W. W.........................................2 00
I Sums less than 81, from 20 others 9 00

Pori Hood.
1 00 WlTremaine, R.
1 00 John Spragi
1 00Pori La Tour.
1 60 1Friends.
2 00 Harrs, .1. \y. 

Cramp, J. M. 
DeWolf. T. A 
Longard. Joli 
From nine ot

2 00Nlielburnv.
00Friends

.2 00
l ooNlellnrlon.

I .200Friends . .2 00
1 00Nydnrj. 1

00 Adams. Janie 
Raker, L. K . 
Brown, Sami.
Burrill. J......
Burrill & Co., 
Clements, Jan 
Clements, N. 
Cowing, Bow 
Davison, Osce 
Dodds & Jolly 
Dennis, Froeu

Friends
1 00
i noNydsiry Nines,

Per Angus McLean......................

Talnmaionrhe.

.4 00

.1 00
l oo
1 00Miller, J

Truro.
1 00Atkins, H. L

840 601 0011. J
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Allis„n i, |,W,»‘d""r. I Kokins. R.S..........................

E!

Dimock. e. w...:::.;...................... !,22 2<2u"*£ni.............
Dimock, Slmbael ....................i,22 o:'nton’S' K.............
^V;rF:=l8SW*
«« ......1% .............

waiter............................12?
Mclleffey, W. K.............................f 22 %,wes * ?«errttt.......

Mowatt, Rev. A .1......................... .122 “cO‘eKor. Bev. A....
I’ayzant, (I. |\. ...................... :{** {.«Jjw.^JniM & Co.
Smith, Mrs. John ... ................. 22 -'22Î!!’ 9' U,a” •
Smith WiUinm ................ , lftylor, (ieo. S.......
Wehii,’juhnU..;:::...................... te™»80?'

I*res. Churcli Tlomk^fivi-ig CoÜ.:.{) M (Rhem": J.'. t. “. ;
Cer L. J. KeÜev .

SI 00 
...1 00 
...I 00 

......... 1 00
4 00

...........1 00

..........1 00
..........1 00

i oo
1 00

M. P....... .........1 oo
1 00

.2 00
I 00

.2 00
1-...1 00

I 00
1 oo
i oo
.100
.2 00

..................... . 00

.......................... 00
“• •>................. 1 00
................. . 20
.........................6 73«05 23

„ „ Mli.H'oeomaitli.
I er Rev, M r. Stewart.......
I. McDonald .............

«79 95C00 ”*• John’*, If. F. !..
J fcW stew CilMic Meeting £8 io 0

Haine, Johnson & Co 
A. (Irieve & C i. .

■ 4 42 C. K. A.vre............... ......................
Sir S. J. llill, Ijeut.-Oovernor' l

„ ne Isethan llill, Sahhath............
- 00 1 School, Ayrshire .

....... 2 22 ! ®ootl*n,l' V’r Kei J. i-u'ters'o'u
1 00j James Baird............= o inn
100 James (loodfellow......  ü in
4 75 I*. Sc L. Tessier......  ...................o

........................ «.0 7, !L°
Adams, James . .. *°U * 1 00 sTr’l?”’?»™ f °°..................... 2 10 0
Baker, L. K........ .........................Â 22 n n “*h Chief Justice 2 10 0
Brown, Sami..... ........................... 2 22 ! ’ "r.owu.1.nK * Son.......
Burrill. J ......................? 22 !!,,wrlnK Brothers..........

Clements, Jus. K....... .....................t Kon. James J. Kugerson

6 00 McD Mtgail & Templeton

.3 00
5 0 0 
5 0 0
a oo
S 00

«9 00
'Vine Htirlior.

John Sprague

Wolf-tin,.. 0 0
Barrs, J. IV 
Cramn j. M„ D. vZZZZ 
DeWulf.T. A. S..„
l.ongaril, John I)...... ...........
r’rom nine others..

2 18 9

. 2 10 0 
..2 10 0 
.2 10 0 
,.l 50 
..I 00 
,.l 00 
.1 00 

. 1 0 0 
.1 00 
.1 00

$2 -XI
1 00

..........2 00
1 00

........... 5 00
1 00

.......... 100
1 00

.3 00
1 00
l 00
1 00
1 00
1 00
1 o-l
1 00
i oo
1 oo
i ooI’.
i oo
l oo
1 00
1 00
i oo
1 (SI

.1 00
......... 1 00

i oo
1 00

.8 50

«47 60
.Hie.

1 Oil
l oo
1 00
1 00
1 5(1
2 00
2 00

(SI
.2 (SI

.............. 1 00
2 0O

.2 00
1 (10

...... 1 00
1 INI
1 00

.4 00

.1 00
l oo
1 (Ml

.2 00
from 20 others 9 00

840 50

:
:

:
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Baillis

Friends ....

,£0Ü1 0 0 Henry Duller 
.1 0 0 James Mellis. 
.1 0 0 Mr. Murray .. 
..I 0 0 Roger Downe

V. Hutchins ...
R. Peace & Co 
A. Marshall....
M. Mnnroe..... , „ „
S. K. A. II..................................... 1 0 0
Wm. Pitts.................................... 1 0 0
H. W. Seymour............................J 0 0
A. & R. Blackwood.................... } 0 0
George Hear................................ 1 "0
W. D. Morrison........................... | J 0
A. G. Smith................................. } 0 0
Hon. E. White.............................1 00
N. Stabb & Sons..........................} »U
J. W. Smith................................. 0 0
W. 11. Mare................................ 1 0 0
K. Wipton................................... j. ,0 0
James Bryden.............................0 5J

J. 8. Winter................................ 0 0 0
C. Rankin.................................. ® a
Sherran & Pippy........................0 10 0
W. II. Henderson.......................0 £
R. Brown....................................® 10 0
J. McMillan ...............................0 10 0
I). Sclater................................... ® 10 0
James Rooney............................ 0 10 0

Rev. T. Hall................................« 10 0
Wm. Cook.................................. 0 10 0
D. N. Prouse.............................. 0 >0 0
Edward Smith......................... 0 10 0
Rev. M. Harvey........................ *' 0
Arclul. Sillars............................» 10 0
J. F. Chisholm......................... ® j® j

0 0

.0

.0
.0

I
H *n. David 
JIou. John J 
A. B. Allier 
Thomas Loi 
T. II. Rand, 
A. I). Sinfor 
John Ed war

199 12 9

$397 55
7 s7Exchange.

$405 42
Harbor Grace.

50 00John Munn

NS. *lolin. B.
IjeBaron Botsford, m.d..........
T. W. Daniel............................
Friend, ]**r Rev. G. M. A.......
Thomas Maclellan...................
B. Robinson...........................
John Boyd...............................
Barnes, Kerr & Co.............. .
Manchester, Robertson & Allison 0 00
The Misses Barlow.....
Logan, Lindsay & Co.
Henry Vaughan.........
C. H Fairweather.....
W. H. Harrison.........
Jeremiah Harrison.....
L II. DeVeber & Sons
Joseph Prichard.........
Guy, Stewart A Co.....
Rev. G. M. Armstrong..................5 00
Edwin Frost ...
G. V. Troop.....
W. W. Turnbull
James Taylor........
John Chaloner......
S. S. Hall............
J. R. Ruel..............
J. Clawson ..........
W. Girvan ..........
J. Le win..............
Benjamin Hevenor 
J. McNichol & Son
C. F. Kiunear......
A. Gilmour..........
J. M. Reed ..........
J. W. Dockrell ...
W. J. Lewin .......
S. R. Foster..........
J. S. Turner..........
P. Chisholm ......
Will Logan......... 1-------------------
George De Forest ........................ •* °0

1 Per Thomas Maclellan ............... 00

Friends$50 00 
..20 00 
.10 00 

..1000 
.10 00 
..10 00

Mrs. Heudei

Cliurlo

The Lieut. G 
Judge Young 
F. W. Hales. 
Admiral Bay 
Judge Henslt 
W illiam Cum 
H. J. Cundal 1 
Geo. Bremnei 
Wm. Heard.. 
R. LongwortI 
W. E. Dawson 
L. Duncan ... 
W. W. Lord... 
C. Palmer .. , 
Geo. Davies... 
Chief Justice. 
W. McKechnh 
Rev. J. Dunca 
G. W. Deblois 
James Desbrie 
Geo. Moore ... 
Robert Young. 
James Wm. M 
W. Brown ... .
R. K. Jost... .
J. Dorsey........
Geo. E. Full....
J. Beer..........
M. Perkins .... 
William Dodd. 
Thoe. M. Dodd 
W. McLean.....
S. S. Moore.....
B. W. McMurra 
Friend............'

.0 00

5 00
.6 00
soo
.5 0 )
.5 00
Û00
-.00

.5 00
600

5 00
.4 00T. Clift..............

.1. L. D...............
Richard Wyle...
Geo. W. Mcere .
R. 11. Earle......
J. Lundberg......
B. Cowan ......
U. T. Spry.......
C. V. Clift........
J. 11. Collin.....
J. A. Whiteford
II. Mollis..........
Capt. Jacob Morris...................0
E. Bothewell..............
James Angel ..............
J. D. Witheyoomb.......
T. P. Witheycomb.......
L. T. Chaucey..............
Alex. Smith................
Friend.........................
W. .t (1. Rendell.........
J. II. Martin...............
Mrs. Chan. Ellis..........
D. Patrick...................

.4 00
'.'00.0
.2 000 2 00.0 0
.2 00.0
.2 00.0

.0

.0

0
0
0

2 00
2 00
.2 00.0
.2 000

......................J 000
2 00
2 00(i 1 00.0
1 00.0

.0
0
0 1 00

1 000 1 00.0 .100.0 0
.........0

(I
.0 0
.0 0 8240 00

C O
 rc Vli 

li 
w
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Balllle and Tower Hill.

Friends

,£0 | Friend..............
F. P. Taylor..........

■■■9- 00 Jolm Ingo........................'
| John Scott ..................
J. D. McLeod.

...2000 j. & r. Scott..........

....5 00 Mrs. Lowden.............

.....rp 00 Benj. Davies..................

....2 00 , Geo. A. Mueslis............

....2 00 ; John 11. Gates..........

....2 00 W. W. Stumbles...............

....100 Geo. Peake.....................
T-------  S. II. Brown................
W0 00 F. W. Moore...................

T. Roper......................
..14 25 D. Currie........................... [_

A. Lord...............................
R. Johnson, si. d...............

1 00 Frank I). Beer .............  ""
Geo. R. Beer.......................
Mark Butcher.............
W. R. Watson.........................
Archibald Kenedy.........
Tlieoph. Desbrisay
Rev. D. McNeil..........
James McKechnie

.81 00..................0
1 00ii

,1 00.0
1 00Fredericton.

ll .n, David Wark 
lion. John James Fraser
A. B. Atherton, si. i>.........
Tii -mas Logan 
T. II. Rand, ll.ii.
A. D. Sinford...........
John Edwards ........

I oo£99 12 9
..............1 00

.1 008397 65
1 007 K7
1 00
1 008405 42
1 00irare.
1 0050 00
1 00
1 00Moncton,N. H.

Friends 1 0O*50 00 
..20 90 
.10 00 
.1000 
..10 00 
..10 00

D.
1 00
1 00Ipncr Woodutock.

Henderson..............
[.A.

Mrs. 1 00
1 00
1 00

Charlottetown, P. E. 1.

The Lieut. Governor.........
J udge Young .
F. W. Ilaies„.........I"";"”
Admiral Bayfield.......
Judge Hensley..,
M illiam Cundall 
H. J. Cundall....
Geo. B remuer...,
Wm. Heard.........
R Longworth ...
W. E. Dawson..,.
L. Duncan ....

1 00.1100
1 00.n & Allison 0 00
1 005 00

.......100.................6 00
1 005 00
1 00.5 0 )
1 005 00
I 005 00 .2 00 , s. D. Fraser...........

.2 00 ! R. A. Barratt...

.2 00 ; ( has. Full.............
■2 00 From four others 
.2 00

i ■ 1 00.5 00IS 1 00.5 00
1 00600
2 005 00g

5 00 .2 00 899 00.4 00 w. w. Lord....;;;:;:::;;;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;! m Aiberton.

Gi-iuiavies:.; !“ Per Rev-A-F- ^
Chief Justice......................*................onn „

,4 00
.................2 00

17102 00
2 00 Bcdequv,W. McKechnie...........

Kev. J. Duncan ........
G. W. Deblois.............
James Desbrisay ...
Geo. Moore................
Hubert Young..............
James Wm. Morrison 
W. Brown.....................
R. K. Jost......................
J. Dorsey.....................
Geo. E. Full.............. ..."
J. Beer............................
M. Perkins..................
William Dothl.............
Thus. M. Dodd.........
W. McLean................'
S. S. Moore....................
*4- W. McMurray.......
Friend .. ,

2 00.2 00
.2 00 * ! p«' Rev. R. S. Patterson 37 632 00
2 00 2 00 bumnirnldr..2 00 1 00
.2 00 1 00 j Friends .30 85.2 00 1 00
2 00 100 Edinburgh, Scotland.

John Melrose, Esq, and other 
fnends

2 00 1 001
1 00 100

...1 00 ................. 1 00 .£45 0 01 00 1 00
1 00 1 00 Nrw York.

Robert Carter & Brothers .,

Trinidad.

1 00 1 00
.100 .1 00 825 001 00 1 00

.24 00 1 00au
l 00

8240 00 1 00 Rev. K. J. Grant. .6 00

-= ©
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Bib
Constitution of tltt Society.

The » 
and Bel

1 Tats Society shall be denominated the Bhitinh American Book and 
Tit u'T Society the object of which Khali he to diffuse the knowledge ut oui 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Redeemer of sinners, and to promote the interest* 
,,f x itul g.Kllines* and sound morality, by the circulation - through Coljiortage 
and other means of Religious Books and Tracts, calculated to approbation 
uf all Evangelical Christians.

2. Any iierson paying 
ciety shall lie a member ; any 
a life member.

.1 This Society shall meet annually on the first Tuesday of February, 
when the proceedings of the foregoing year shall he reported and a Board 
consisting of a President, Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, two Auditors, and 
thirty-six Directors shall l>e chosen.

4 The Board of Directors shall appoint a Depositary, Superintendent oi 
Coliwrtu'e. and Secretary of the Society ; and shall also annually elect >y 
ballot a Publication, a Distributing and a Finance Committee, each çonsist- 

„f not less than three or more than five members the members of which 
three Committees, with the President, Vice-Presidents and Treasurer, shall 
constitute an Executive Committee to conduct the business of the Society. 
The Board shall have power to enact Bye-Laws. Thirteen members oi the 
Board of Directors present at any meeting regularly convened shall consti- 

for the transaction uf business. All vacancies shall be tilled

F

Bags ter’
dollar, annually, into the Treasury of this So- 

paying twenty dollar* at one time shall be
one

one
Barm

Spurgeo

A )ar|

Sro

\ An
Ea
Cn

lute a quorum 
as the i ye-Laws direct.

To promote in the highest degree the objects of the Society, the Officers 
pnd Directors shall be elected from different Denominations of Christians, 
and shall be members in good standing in their respective Churches. The 
Publication Committee shall contain no two members of the same ecclesias
tical connection; and no Book or Tract ahall be circulated,to which any 
member uf that Committee shall object.

<i Any Tract Society founded on the principles of this Society and 
allv contributing a donation to its Treasury, shall he considered an auxiliary, 

1 Bio President and Secretary of such auxiliary, for the time being, shall
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be members uf this Society.

7. All meetings of the Society, the Board of Directors, and the Executive 
Committee, shall he opened by prayer.

S The President, or in his absence a Vice-President, or other officer first 
on the list in the city of Halifax, at the request »f three Directors may call 
special meetings of the Executive C immittee. The Executive Committee 
shall have power to call meetings of the Society.

» This Constitution shall not be altered, except at the annual meeting of 
the Society, ami by a vote of the majority of the members present, notice ot 
the proposed alteration having been given at the previous annual meeting ; 
or recommended by the Executive Committee, and notice of the propose, 
alteration posted up in the Depository one month previous to the annual 
meeting, and inserted in the call for such meeting.

Lan. 
Prof. C

sac
Y. M.



TRüCTS, «SCC.

The Society keep constantly on hand a large assortment of Bibi.es 
and Kblioiobs Books, among which will be found the following

Family Bibles with Scott and Henry’s Notes-----$6.76

Bagster’s Bibles; Teachers’ Bibles; Pocket Bibles in great variety.

COMMENTARIES.
Barnes’ ; Scott & Henry’s; Jamieson Brown A Faussets; Bylc’s; 

Spurgeon on the Psalms; Lange, 4c.

SABBATH SCHOOL LIBRARIES.
A large assortment carefully SELECTED.

BIBLE DICTIONARIES.
$20.00Smith’s in Four Volumes..............

American Tract Society’s........... ....
Eadic's................................... . ....
Cruden’s Concordance, unabridged 

Eadie’s....

1.60
0.45
2.26
0.60do.Do. 0.76Bible Text Book

HYMN BOOKS.
Batemen’s Melodies for 8. Schools, per doe. ......
Call’s Spiritual Songs for P. Meetings, per doe-----
Sankey and Bliss's Gospel Hymns, without music.

I ta with music....

$0.50
0 66

.. 0.U6
0.30do.do.Do. 0.36Koval Diadem ...................

Pure Gold.............................
Royal Song.......... ..

Books for Anxious Inquirers.
Tracts from the Religious Tract and Stirling Depositories.

0.36
0.86

MAPS OF PALESTINE.
Landscape Map of Egypt, Sinaitic Peninsula and Palestine, by 

Prof. Osborn and Dr. Coleman. — Reduced to $6.00.

to Sabbath Schools, Clergymen andyy A LIBEBAL DISCOUNT 
Y. M. C. Associations.

*

n Book and 
’ledge of our 
the interests 
;li Col potage 
i approbation

y of this So» 
time shall be
ry

of February, 
, and a Board 
Auditors, and

■l’intendent of 
ally elect by 
each consist - 
hers of which 
reasurer, shall 
f the Society, 
embers of the 
shall consti- 

shall be tilled

ty, the Officers 
of Christians, 

burches. The 
ame ecclesias- 
, to which any

ety ami anuu- 
(1 an auxiliary, 
ne being, shall

the Executive

her officer first 
etors, may call 
live Committee

tuai meeting of 
•esent, notice of 
nnual meeting : 
)f the proposed 
is to the annual

Bibles, Religious Books,



ALLAN LINE
O*

ROYAL MAIL STEAMERS
BETWEEN

Liverpool, St. John’s, fffld., Halifax, Quebec and 
Montreal, and Baltimore,

LEAVING LIVERPOOL EVERY ALTERNATE TUESDAY,

TUESDAY,
BAY :

April 4, 1876.
“ 18, “ 

May 2, “
“ 16, “ 
“ 30, “

«I

ANU SI) ON tv till FORTNIGHT.

PASSAGE MONEY FROM LIVERPOOL TO HALIFAX: 

FIRST CABIN. £,5 ,5,., to £,8 l8»„ Stg.. 

STEERAGE, £6 6s., Stg.

A limited number of intermediate passengers carried ut £9 9s. 
* ivrliiig, «Ship finding Bedding and Mess utensils.

Leaving Halifax for Liverpool every alternate Tuesday,
HAT :

APRIL 4, 1876. MAY 2, 1876. 

“ 30. -
U it18,

AND 80 ON EVF.BT FORTNIGHT.

PASSAGE MONEY FROM HALIFAX TO LIVERPOOL:

$ 75.00 
25.00

First Class, 
Steerage,

APPLY TO

S. CUNARD & CO.,
HALIFAXj April, 1876. w&-gren.ts.


