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The Baptist Chureh at Breadalbane owes its origin to a number of
Scottish emigrants who eame to Canada a little over one hundred years
ago. Their former home was in Breadalbane, in the Loch Tay distriet of Perth-
shire, a region widely celebrated for its natural beauty. Though loving the

land of their birth with the fidelity so characteristic of Seot, conditions
of life were so harsh, the outlook so discouraging, ! they were impelled
) to seek elsewhere those wider opportunities  denied m in their present

situation

Ihus it happened  that, in June I8, the de a last farewell to the
home of their fathers and, embarking at Greenoek, set out for the western
world, The shipon which they travelled was named the Dorothy, eom
manded hy Captain Dent

The religious eharacter of the party is indicated by the faet that, during
the voyage, they, with the eaptain's permission, condueted publie worship
I'he eaptain also issued instruetions to his sea
men that they should behave decorously dur-
ing the service, thongh it was held in Gaelie,

a language unintelligible to them,

After a tedious voyage of many weeks
they landed at Montreal, thence proceeding up

the St Lawrenee as far as Glengarry. Assum-

mer was now well advaneed they remnined for

the winter of 1815-1816 in the southern portion

of the county, where some of the new-comers

possessed  {riends who  had settled  there n

number  of  vears  earlier In the  spring

Rev. Wm, Fraser I831-1850
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of IN16 they resumed their journey to the place
selected as the site for the new settlement.  To
this they gave the name of Breadalbane, per-
petuating thereby in the new land the memory
of the old,

Linmediately following their arrival they
took steps o provide for the public worship of

God, Living as yet in the roughest of temporary
struetures, fit only 1or habitation during the
sumner, they had no building in which they \

might assemble.  Undeterred by this obstacle,
they seleeted an open place amid the unbroken
wooils and gathering there, the blue sky over-
head, the ruins of the forest at their feet, raised
their voices in praise aud prayer to the great
Creator and Ruler of the Universe, Sueh were
. the conditions which witnessed the inauguration

Rev. W. K. Anderson D, D, of Divine Serviee in  Breadalbane, The

IRG0-1855. INGG-IRTS

spot associated wvith this historie ineident is situated on the farm now oe.

cupied by James C, MeLaurin,

Fhese early settters were n hardy  race,
strong of arm and brave of heart, Though for
the most  part, their edueational advantages
had not been great, they were by no means un-
cultured, being well accustomed 1o thought and

speech on subjeets of far reaching import, Their

religious experiences formed a vital part of their
daily life  The Seriptures furnished them with
an endless series of topies for conversation, the
more 8o, perhaps, that in those days of slow

communieation and few periodienls they were,

1o a great extent, isolnted from contaet with the
outside world,  As they gathered about the fire.

sides of those pioneer homes in Breadalbane

Rev. Duncan Cameron 15.7-1860,




their diseussions usually  eentered on disputed
religious questions and leng hy and vigorous
were the arguments that frequently ensued,
Rev, John King, a frequent visitor to the dis-
trict in later years says of them - “They were
a noble race: men whofoved the truth for its
own sake, and women whose adorning was of
more value and more beautiful than silver and
gold"

Though for the first few vears of their
residence here they were foreed 1o enduore all the

privations incident, to pioneer life, they ree
membered that * Man shall not live by bread
alone”, and, while engaged in what was actual-
ly a struggle for existence, they did not negleet
to make provision for the *“things which

Mr. F. F. McNab 1861 are not seen but are etermal’™ and establish on a
firm basis those features of eivilized life which minister to the needs of man'®

spiritual nature, frond and deep  they laid

the foundation upon which depended the future

well-being and ideals of the scitlement of whieh
it was their fortune to be the founders, The delt
suceceding generations owe 1o these men and
women ean scareely be estimated, but it may
safely be said that, to their appreciation of the
relative values of the things of Jife, and their
faithiulness to their convictions, is largely due
the moral and religions tone of the life of the
community.

As scon as practicable they took steps to-
ward the fornation of & chureh and on August

|

Ui IS1G, was  organized the  first  Baptist
| Chureh in the Otawa  Valley, For some
| nine  years it remained  the only one

Rev. William McKee 1862—186
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ind resurrection of

=pirit, justifieation
Rev. G. L Oliver I878-1850 tiem of the dead, a

and hell, and future rewards and punishments,

belongs  only to those who profess faith in

mersion of the whole body in water in the name

of the Trinity is the only mode,

“They maintained that a New Testament
chureh is an assembly of believers met in one
plaee in the name of Christ, and that such a
chureh is cpovercd 1o celddrate wonrhip, ad-

minister ordinances, and execute diseipling
cording to its own understanding. They rejected
all ereeds, confessions of faith and books of dis-
cipline, deeming the Seriptures an all sufficient
rule for their practice as well as their faith,
They hated state churches and vigorously op-
posed them. They loved their Bibles, and belie-

ved that everyvihing necessary for faith and duty

there is no record ¢
Rev, Daniel Mel'hail on “The Prineip

Region™, we nre indebted for the following in-
formation--"*I'he first Baptists were sound in
doetrine and in the
living and true Gaod, the
ther Almighty, Cre:
and in the Supreme
believad in the divinity and

condition of man by nature

ion by grace thro

in that region, Of the constitution of thixehureh

stant but, toan  artiele hy

es and
rly  Baptists in the Otia

rodaily  practice. They

tor of Heaven and Farth,
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|
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Christ, regenerntion by the

aith a'one, the resarree-

wdgment 1o ecome, heaven

They believed that baptism
Chyist land that an  im-

P

Mr. R. G. Boville M. A, 1881




was clearly revealed in the Seriptures, sand
. that they needed no man, or body of men, to lay
down rules for them.

“The minister had no official power, and
ing brother,

was regarded in the light of a spea
They believed that evangelists ought to be sus-
tained when preaching the Gospel to the world,
but pastors of churches ought to labour with
their hands. They believed in the plurality of
elders and in the weekly eelebration of the
Lord’s Supper.  Ordination was  considered
merely an appointment to office and they
never hesitated to administer ordinances with-
out ordinations  Every brother eapable of
taking part in exhortation was expected to do
s0. Unanimity was requited in all decisions,

Rev. D. McDiarmid 18821886

In ease of difference the minority was exhorted 1o repentance by the majority
and if they still persisted, after lapse of sufficient time, were excommunicat-
¢de Forseveral years all the ministers were in favour of open communion
As time passed however the

and most of the churches were open in practice.
tendency toward striet communion became more prununnrenl until eventual-
Iy it was practiced by all the Churches.

“The generation gathered into the church in 1835 differed materially from
their fathers. They were more liberal in their views, made greater efforts for
the advancement of their Redeemer's Kingdom, cared less for church order
and discipline, and in scme things were more conformed to the world."

Breadalbane Church at its formation was composed of thirteen members
as follows:- Allan MeDiarmid, Janet MeDiarmid, Margaret MeDiarmid, Peter
MeDougal, Mrs, Mel'ougal, John MeDougal, Mrs. MeDougal, Duncan Camp-
bell, Mre. Camplell, Donald R. McLaurin, Mrs. MeLaurin, Peter Stewart and
Mrs J. McLaurin, Of these, eight were friem the ehureh at Killin, Perthshire,
and five from the church at Lawers,

Theie being e minister availalle, two of tLeir numler, Allan MeDiarmid
and Peter McDougal, were chosen elders. Though untrained for pastoral
work they ap)ear 1o have possessed considerable natural talent, to which was
added a thorough knowledge of the Seriptures.  Though receiving no finane
cinl reward for their services they laboured earnestly for the strengthening
and vphuilding of the infant church, and were rewarded by seeing a number
of conversions under their ministry,  United on the most essential points of
deetrine they unfortunately diffacd on that of eleetion, Mr MeDcugal being
n Calvivist while Mr. Mclimmmid was an Armenian.  Fach leader had his




followers, and so pronouneed did the divisio

become, that then

0
in existence for a tumes However, in 1826
thanks apparently to the good offices of M
MeEwan of Dromumond, the opposing fa n

were hnppily and permanently re-united

By 1829 the ehureh had attained & mem
bership of about sisty, and it was considered
that the field demanded the serviees o

noman
able to devote his whole time 1o ministering to
the spiritual needs of Breadalbane and the sur
rounding distriet A\ day ol fastivg and praye

was appointed, whereon they might hold eon

ference and seek Divine guidance. At that tin

there was no qualified Bapuist aninister in the

Ottawa Salley,

Rev. James Stewart 1887-1859

Mr, (later It Johin Edws [ larenee, who had preache bread
atbane on severn! oceasions, being deeply impressed by the opporiunit '
missionary work wmong the rapidly inereasing population of Eastern Ontari
was at that time about to visit Seotland, inanatiompt 1o indeee properl
qualified ministers 1o come to Canada. To himowas introsted the task of |
ing a suitable man for Breadalbane \bout the same tine M Willinm
Fraser, then pastor of a chureh an Invernessshire, Seotland, o nent 1o
hearing an appeal for missionaries to Canada, had  been considering the

pestion of offering himself for the worke When inthis frame of mind he met

Mr. Edwards and the latter placed the situntion, its needs pportunities
so effecrively before Mr. Fraser that he responded tothe eall, Coming to Can
ada, be entered upon the pastorate of Breadalbane Chureh in the sumimer
of 1831, preaching his first sermon there from thetext « Fxeape for thy life
Gien. 19: 15 He was about thin vears of age. s man of hoposing stature,
vigourous of body and mind, sad decpiy eons ol the imporianee of his
HISSIon
The first few vearsafter Mr, Fraser's areival were not ithou eir dit

gienlties,  The financial condition of the peaple fortuade e e 1port
on their t. He bought a fan hat on which the present ehureh s
but being in an uneteared condition, it added little 1o 0 comm
vears, He taught sehool for a venr hut the salary was small sl the "
auired more time than he cared 1o take from hix mi erinl duties. Fora

w vears he received some assistance from the Ameriean  Bapt Hove

Missionary Society of New York

Hy two churehes

AN
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les however were not ) e 1l hed b ' r
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He became discouraged and thought f 1ge* A e
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o man effor Evidently the new thought M
for from that thne a new note was present in his ser 18e 1% ny
‘ Ire Ciiln t r Veome and help us ! ‘ '
Mr. il respondes Lidd nlso Mr, Saff f Fort ( m N\
| ¢ ¢ \ n AN 0o more thun one h I
ere bagnt ' ‘ I elig IR LT ' i
tended 1 1 . ¢ PRSI
1 L [}
. . a | mn " ¢ wl bwen X
m e herse
Ve ion v t from Fngla v ovixit the Bap
jen. O il Pt ¢ F. A 1§ e I, L} I ho eame
I ane ites th his experi N,

Rev.

.

James Cross I1N90-1896,




people were brief, but delightful. Their narratives, their emotions, their
simplicity, were charming.  Teonversed with them, prayed with them, wept
with them and bade farewell=but no- they followed from the house, they
overtook me, the willing eaptives of a pure and spiritual affection. ‘1 he horses
were preparing at some distance, and though the sun was intense, religion.
awakened into exereise by converse as we walked along, was “as the shadow
of u great rock in a weary land™. The horses were not ready. They paused;
und forming themselves into o semicirele, of which I was aceidently the
centre, I remarked “Instead of parting, yvou seem to colleet as if a sermon
were to be preached”. “And mav we not have one?’ they asked. The ap-
peal was irresistible;and while I discoursed for a short time on the words 1
if 1 be lifted up, will diaw all men unto me" they listened, wept, and wel-
comed adoctrine, ever old, yet ever new,-the attractive efficacy of the cross:
We parted again perhaps forever, in this life, but with the blessed and oft-
expressed expectation of finally associating in the perfect and blessed state*,

In Japuary 1838 the Ottawa Association, organized two years previously,
held its annual meeting in Breadalbane. At that time the ehurch reported
a membershipof one hundred and eighty-fours Immediately following the
association the first anniversary meeting of the Canada Baptist  Missionary

Society was held,

Mr. Fraser remained in charge of the church uniil the summer of 1850,
but his Jubours werenot corfined to Breadallane.  He preached in ditferent
|iu|y. of Glengarry and on oceasions, travelled as far as Osgocde, Clarence

and Chatham, doing evangelistic work. In Bieadalbane Le preached in
both Gaelic and English, the service often occupying three hours, and on
There were frequent revivals, and when he

specinl oceasions, even more.
His influence over the

resigned, he left a prosperous chureh behind him.
religious life of the Baptists of Fastern Ontario was prebably greater than

that of any other man of his time.

In the summer of 1850 the pulpit was supplied by W. K. Anderscn, a
student of Canada Baptist College Montreal, to whom a cull to the pastorate
was extended. Mr. Anderson accepted and was ordained (o the ministry in
Breadalbane in January 1851° Though handicapped by his youth and
inexperience, and particularly by his lack of knowledge of the Gaelie




language, so dear 1o the hearts of the older members, he proved equal to the
oceasion and sueceeded in winning the heartfelt respeet and affeetion of his

peaple.

From this time ehureh services were eondueted entirely in English, In
1851 the chureh voted in favour of the use of the “Selection of Hyms for Bap-
tist Churehes”, as well as the Psalis, in the serviee of song.  Thus were the

ancient prejudiees heing gradually broken down

In 1850 there was a large revival, an aceount of which, from the pen of

Dr Anderson is here inserted

tion was dismissed, the ehureh met for the purpose of

“Alter the congre
considering the propriety of having a protracted meeting, After some eonsulta-
tion on the subjeet, July Tth was appointed as a day to be spent in fasting
and prayer to God for the outpouring of his Spirit upon the chureh and eon-
gregation.  The day apjointed for fasting and  prayer was observed by

the chureh and many of the cong tion. During the exeicises of the day

many souls felt that God was present of a truth,

Upon the sabbath following, rother King of Chatham preached twiee,
and continued with us for about ten days, during whieh time we had Divine
Service twice aday. The Lord abundantly poured out His spirit upon us.
Asachureh we were much revived and many sinners were converted from
the error of their ways.  Brother Dempsey also visited us and, though in
feeble health, exerted Limself in advancing the work for a number ol days
He was followed by Brother Rainboth late student of Rochester Coll , who
remained with us ‘ora month, labouring in the pulpit and from house to
house,  Prother MeLaurin also of Vankleek Hill, teok a lively interest in the
movement, often taking part in the exercises even when |>i~l health secmed

too feeble to admit of such exertion. In con-

rectien with theve exercises the Lord  hath
greatly revived his caufe smong us, and (o him
we would aseribe the Glory ™,

Mr. Anderson  resigned  in 1855, and for
about two years the pulpit was vacant, In 1857
Rev, Dunean Cameronof Lawers, Scotland, was
written to. He arrived in July and entered
upon the charge of the chureh in September
following®  For a period of three years he faithe
fully fulfilled the duties of his position, resign-
ing in 15000 That the relationship existing

between pastor and people was a happy one is
indieated by the factthat, in 1864, a scholarship
in Woodstoek  Literary Institute, in  the

ift of Breadalbane Baptist Church

Rev. James Fraser 1901—1905




was granted to Mr. Cameron’s son, who was
then studying for the Baptist ministry.  Tis
student is now the well known IBantist leader,
Dr. AL AL Cameron of Ottawa

In 1857 asite fora manse was purehased,
and soon after the present building was ereeted
thereon,

For a few months in the sumener of 1861
the palpit was filled by Mr. F.F. MeNab, a
student of Queen's College, Kingston,

In April, 1862, Rev. Willinm MeKee, then
pastor of the Haldimand Chureh, Northumber-
land County Ontario, visited Breadalbane and
preached  so aceepiably that he was invited to

beeome their minister.  This eall he accepted
Rev, Hugh Shaw 1906-=1910 and beginning in June, 18562, he continued in
charge until the autummn of 1865, Tn 1862 and 1865 speeinl evangelistie ser-

and Rev,

viees were held at which Rev, Johin Demjpse Iev.

W. K. Anderson assisted.  As a result over seventy persons professed eon-
version,
In 1862 the need of a new ehapel beenme evident, and in 1861 work on the

lohn King

present building was bhezun, The committes in charge of the work was as fol-

lowss-dohn Stewart, Colin Mebaurin, Donald Melaaring John R Melaurin
and Robert MeKenzie. The ehapel was eomploted in 18 and the dedicatory
ees held in O wr of that yvear H William Fraser, | wr o pastor,

eached the opening scrmon, wl : me these whor ook part were
Rev, Johin King, Rev, We Ko A n, i e Cane Faowl Rev, I’
Currie, Vankleek Bl 1 Vierian  (Free Chre Rev, Jo Darroeh,
Preshy terian, (Old Kirk): R Richard 1 ewis, Vankleek Hill, Congrega-

tional and Rev. MeNally, Methodist.

In November 1865 Rev. W. K. Anderson was invited to again assume the

pastorate of Breadalbane Chureh, “The invitation was aceepted and in

Mareh 1866 he took eharge continuing until NS, During this time the
chureh prospered great'y, ¢ being e ent revivals, and the membership
was inereased 1o two hinndre SITLR! n mo { | est in the history
of the ehurel Inoall M, Anderson spent Vs en yeurs in Mhead.
Ihane, and his ministry may bet (st vl as having been cmi-
nently suecessful,  His fairhial work, his mnner,  and noble qua-

lities of heart and mind left an influence behind that will be felt for man
\
vears throuzhout Breadalbane, where the name of Dro Anderson shall long be

helddin honoured remembrance,
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Between the years INTS and 1880 the present building was erected on the
old ehureh site, for the accommaodation of horses,

The Ottawa Association met in Breadalbane in 1868 wmd again in 1875,

On November 22, I8T5, Mrs Dunean Campbell, the last survivor of the
original thirteen members died, age ninety-four years,

From July 1878, 1o November 18850, Rev. G L, Oliver was pastor of the church
and for the summer of 1881 the church was under the Leadership of R. G,
Boville, M. Ay, a graduate of Aberdeen University, Seotland, At this period
the members resident ot Vankleek Hill were encouraged 1o take steps which
resulted in the erection of a chapel the next year, and later the organization
of a separate chureh,

In 1882 Rev, DL MeDiarmid of Kenmore assumed the pastoral oversight of
the ehureh and remained until the fall of 1886, During Mr. MeDiarmid's
pastorate the utterances of the pulpit were characterized by a vigorous and
lueid presentation of the truth, and a number of conversions are recorded,

In INS3 twenty two members were dismissed to form the Vankleek
Hill ehureh. Until 1890 the same minister served both ehurches

ey, Jas, Stewart of Blair Athol, Seotland was the next pastor. His term
of office extended from June 1587 to December 1889,

For the summer of 1850 James Cross a student of MeMaster University
was appointed to the field, and so aceeptable were his services, that in Jl;l-
uary 1891 a0 eall tothe pastorate was extended to him. He neeepted and
at the elose of the college vear he entered the work, and was ordained to the
ministry in Breadalbane June 1891, Mr. Cross remained until the summer of
1896, As o oresult of his tabours nearly fifty persons were baptized,

Giardiner ministered to  the chureh, his efforts

IFrom 1896 10 the autumn of 1900 Rey

resulting in some twenty-five members being

received hy prism.

In 1900 the annual meeting of the Ottawa

Vesoeintion was held in Breadalbane.

In Peeember 1900 eall was extended to

12ev. Jas, raser, of Fenlon Fallg, Ont,, who ae-
cepted, and coming to Rreadalbane in January

1901, continued toefficiently and aceeptably dis-

rge his duties to the ehureh until July 1905,

Rev. L. S. Steedman 1910-1914




Aftera vaeaney of nearly a year, Rev. Hugh
Shaw, of Colborne, Ont., beecame pastor for the
period between April 1906 and May 1910, when,
mueh 1o the regret of the churchand  congrega-
tion, be resigned.

He was followed by Rev. L.N. Steedman,
who served faithfully from October 1910 1o May
1914, In 1911 the interior of the chapel was re-
modelled and new seating installed. Special re-
opening services were held on November 12th,
when Dr. A, A, Cameron preached, and on the
following evening lectured to a lurge and ap-
preciative audience.

Following Mr. Steedman’s resignation the
pulpit remained vacant until May 1915, when
student-pastor ¥. W.  Field of MeMaster

Mr. Fred W. Field 1915
University tookcharge for the summer. During the present summer of
1916 the church is under the leadership of Mr. A. H. Richardson M. A, of
MeMaster University,

In all, since 1851 not far from four hundred persons have been added to
the church by baptism. Previous to that date accurate figures are not ob-
tainable, but they would very considerably augment the number.

In addition to Vankleek Hill, the churches at Notfield (now Dominion-
ville and Cote St, George (now North Laneaster! may be considered as off-
shoots of  Breadalbane,

In 1816 the first deacous appointed were Donald Re MeLaurin (grandfather
of John MeLaurin, missionary to India) and Duncan Campbell. Mr. Me.
Laurin was also the first school teacher in the settlement. Their successors
in office have been James Lothian, John Melntosh, Dunean MeArthur,
Allan MeKay, Peter A. MeLaurin, John A. McLaurin, Dougald MeDougall,
Donald McLaurin, Arthur MeArthur, Henry Carey, P. A. Stewart, Kenneth
MeLennan, Peter MeIntosh and William Rankin. At present the board of
dencons is composed of D. P, L. Campbell, George Campbell, 8. Burwash,
John A. Campbell, James C. MeLaurin and Dunean A, McLaurin.

Previous to 1862 the ehureh records were kept by the minister in charge
sinee then the position of church elerk has been held by . A. Stewart, Robert
Mekenzie, Dy P. L, Campbell, AL G, Campbell and Albert J. Melaurin,

The chureh treasurers have been-John Stewart, Donald Campbell, Wm.
Danskine, J. C. MeLaurin and A, G, Campbell

From Breadalbane a number have gone to study for the Mimstry - John
McLaurin, G. W M. Carcy, Adam Burwash, D. D. MeArthur, Judson M-
Intosh and Douglas . Mermntosh.

We might name many, both men and women, who have gone from Bread-
albane (o lTead useful, honoured lives elsewhere. How much the Christain




atmosphere of the community in which they

iculties of life, eternity must tell

At the present time the ehureh has ninety
members, the decrease being largely due to the
removal of Baptist families from the neigh-
hourhood,

In August of this year 1916, the ehureh pur
poses holding special anniversary services, to
celebrate its one hundredth birthday,

In reviewing the past century, thereis much
for which Breadalbane must be grateful. That
Gaod's blessing has been poured out abundantly
on chureh and community is clemly evident
That Breadalbane may continue to receive fa-
vor at His hand, and to be in future, asin the
past, a centre of spiritual life and light, is the
ecarnest praver of the chureh of 1916,

received
contributed to their formation of a character  equipped to encounter the diff

Mr. A. H. Richardson, M. A. 1916




The names of the pew holders in the new church build-

ing were as follows:-

Rev. Wm. McKee
James Forbes
John Stewart
Duncan McCallum

Peter Lothian
John R. McLaurin
Wm. Danskine
Colin McLaurin

Donald Mclntosh (V.K.H.) Archibald McLaurin (E. H.)

Hugh Mclntosh
John Mclntosh
Allan Campbell
Peter Campbell
Archibald Lothian
Finlay McCallum
Donald McArthur
Donald Campbell
Wm. McLaurin
John McTavish
Wm. Stewart
Alex Campbell
Duncan McTavish
Hugh McTavish
John Lothian

Jas. S. McKenzie (V.K.H.)
Donald McLaurin
John P. McLaurin
Wm. Rankin

Jas. Lothian
Robert Campbell
Dougald McDougall

Jonathan McLennan
Duncan Irvine
James R. McLaurin
(V. K. H)
John Kirconnell
Finlay Mclntyre
D. J. Jamieson (V. K. H.)
John Jamieson (V. K. H.)
James Houston
Duncan Mcintosh
Archibald McLaurin (Lot 5
Con. 8)
Dougald Cameron
D. J. McDougall
Dougald McCallum
John D. Campbell
John A. McLaurin
Arthur McArthur
Robert McKenzie
Wm. McKenzie
Peter McLaurin
Allan Campbell (V. K. H.)

(5th Con.) Archibald McLaurin

(V. K. H)




The

following
committee is
responsible for

the arranging of the

centenary services and
the publication of this booklet.

Mr. D. P. L. Campbell, Chairman.
Mr. Albert G. Campbell. Historian
Miss Magaret McLaurin

Mr. J. E. Mcintosh

Mr. Albert J. McLaurin

Mr. A. H. Richardson




Breadalbane Cemetery




