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dlsappomted T #.llter ¢reat satisfaction i having cq
tributed in any manner io the edification or instiv r‘tmn \

such a< are beyond tue circle of my <olitude.

Tnomas Bray, the subject of- ‘fhedvﬂlm"
born at Mantun in the couph
close epplication, % Tis ¥ovhone, 1
parents, witicugh in catier 3
duceéd to senw hlm {o:the university. :
entered atHart:Rall, Oxford, wlxcre he o
siderable trofsient in lheolowlcal sty
ter he'had comn.: sacedBachelor of AT

, orders: and even while a Curate v o' g
+ ‘exeinplary behavicur and e-tracrdnar
calling soon introduced him 1o the acqus
: duals, distinguisned not more by their high rag
than by their fervent zeal for the eterngl i
~lellow-creatures : among these was Lop®Pighi
. year 1690 presented him to the RectoReant: ¢
+ Bray always esteemed it notuthe Jeast hck b 1 and h
nifss of his life, the being preferred by 4 2
Tord Digby, who was never determjped
- sideration in the disposal of presepEiid
i most useful persons to serve g8
ﬁ fas persuaded would make t
the ultimate end of their views
\ toDr. Bray’s: credq;z;g well as to,
He always spoke*of his noble.Jj
agiently discovered, no only,
f&g'ug,atxonq “but also a jllb‘
i qualities whmh
'%"‘)ccuhar dlstl.p
Y
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nces, were in-
ingly he was

#bryear 1692 the authormes in Mar) land wrg
' ’éf London (Compton) to send some'experi¢
Q r onable Clergyman to fill the important and @
Fousothice *of Ecclesiasfical Commissary in that Cqlony.
v Lordship was not one moment at a loss for a fit, perso
model tliat infant church, and establish it on a solid fo n&a-
tion, but made proposals to Mr. Bray, who disrégardéd hi
own interest, determined in his own mind that there‘m :




m Themes Erey, D D. 67
weattm for doing gocd in the U»lonies, thar S
re circumscribed sph- « of usefrlness at home  ang
Tng always willing to be so disposcd of in any statiorfy
should appear most conducive te the ervice of the Cl)t’-"
of Christ, he no longer demurred e the proposal, tha
enquire into the staie o1 ‘reconn oo an? o irnform ‘mu*;ia
“ywhat was most wanting to exciw good mimstess to - &
hark in that design as well as to enable them most effocti-
ally to promoie it—but owing to a variety of obstructions,
arising princinally from opposition of the Quekers and Ro-
iman Cathelics. - ne unuatural coali*tion,” the Bill for pro-
viding & mawmtenance for the Clergy in wat Colony then
pending was prvenled ©om uossing -nto a law s for some
time Fe emained in London with the hope  that these ob-
structions would be overcome, and o1 a presumption,
thai the establishment of the Church might at last be ob-
tained, hé was fully employed, during this interval, in pro-
viding Missionaries to be sent, not ounly to Maryland, but
into the other Colonics oa the continent of America, as
well as infs sost SF the Islands,—but above all it was his
care to furnizh thent with good libravies of necessary and
useful books, to render them capable of “answering the
ends of their mission,” and of instructing the people in all
things necessary to their salvation.  One half of either the
cost or the pains in which this last object engaged him, must
have discouraged any one, less sensible to the impressions
of religious zeal, from prosecuting it. But kis superior mind
rising above the present, and penetrating into futurity, con -
soled him with the idea, that the libraries he had begun and
advanced more or less in alf"the Provinces on the Conti-
-pent, and in most of the Islailds of America, as well as in
the Factories in Africa, were not @nly useful fo the minis-
ters with whom they walllee fwst, Sﬂ'& but bv the care of
some-of the Governmef® i settling and establishing ihe
rules he had prescribed lor their use and preservation, might.
e also of advantage to many succeeding generations,

All this time, he derived no emolument from his éw
fice in Maryland ; neither was any allowance made him 4
home, or preferment given him to “support the chatgé’of
living altogether in town to solicit the establishment and
endowment of the church in that Province, and to provide
missionaries for that and all the Colonies on the continent,
which, except Virginia, lay upon him.”

'It‘would be irrelevant to my purposc to cnter into a
mifkte detail of all the efforts he made to obtain cither a
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ssionaries in America,—suffice it to say that

: but not dismayed, nor even discouraged, and it is no
per adaptadon cf Scupture language to say fhat ¢ by
2 he persevered, for no soonet had one plan failed than
2w upor. the inexhaastible vesources of his inventive
s for another and auother, till hope itself sickened to
de€3p.air, and many wer: the bitfei bours he spent in seeret,

brooding over disappointment 1. the most ardent wish of
his soul.

All designs failing of obtaining a public fund for the pro-
pagation of the _Mospel in forewn parts, he therefore formed
a design, whereof he then drew the plan, of having a pro-
testant congregation, pro fide progandd establishec hv char-
fer from the King. On this plan a society was constituted ;
and though the desmn of having it mcmpomtod by ¢ lxaltel
could not be then brourrht to bear, yet ii still subsisted,
and acted as a xoluntdly society. But their number and
benefactions increasing, a different constitution with more
extensive powers was decmed necessary for the success of
the undertaking. Application was therefore made by Dr.
Bray to His MaJesty King William for his Royal Charter.—
It appears from the minutes of the society before and at the
time of the incorporation, that the Doctor’s petition to His
Majesty (for so it was stiled), with other papers relating to
the corporation to be erected for the propagation of the
gospel in foreign parts, was read May 5th, 1701; and that

F Majesty’s lcttcrs-patent under the great seal, was laid

ore the society by Dr. Bray, and read the 9t of June
1ollowm«r The members who composed that venerable
body. were so sensible how ‘much was owing to his zeal
and solicitation, that it was resolved that their thanks should
be publicly aw ardd #ohim for Rds great care and pams in
procurirg the said létters-paten®
"I this society is now enabled, by a revenue arxsmg from

sccasional benefactions and settled endowments, to support

g nuidber of missionaries, school-masters and catechists, for

%uproparratlon of Christianity in foreign parts, the zealous la-

1s of Dr. Bray, to which it chiefly owes its establishment,
must bé remembered with veneration and gratitude.

In the fore%rlomu short notice I have confined myself prin-
cipally to such circumstances in the life of this worthy man
as lead directly or indirectly to the formation of the venera-
ble society to which this diocess owes so much. But his
efforts were as widely and as laboriously exerted in the-for-
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nialion end 2stablishment of charitable institutions, paroch-
ial libraries, &c. &c. And besides all this there was what:
be felt daily in no common degree “the care of sl the

¢hurches Vithin his jurisdiction.
St -

Nole.—There is one striking -oincidence in the first voyages to Americu of
this first individual clothed with cccleswstical authority azd of -he first Bishop,
they were both very tempestuous and both wretvacied «o the unusual Jength of
thicteen weeks, although nearly a century ha< “nterveasd.

- et
’ “AMILY SERMON.
P Josava xxvv. 13,

¢¢ As for me and my house, we will serve the Lard.”

Ir there be one moment in life, when the voice of in-
? struction commands additional attention and seems possess-
# ed of superior importance, it is when the lips which have ut-
tered it are on the eve of closing for ever. The subject
now under our consideration is particularly of this descrip-
. lion; and is one of the most.beautiful and affecting which
the sacred history furnishes.
The venerablé patriarch, Joshua, having by God’s com-
mand led his people to the co;_x;luest of the promised land,
_having superintended its partition, and seen them in peacé--
able possession of it, is at length warned by the growing in.
firmities of old age, that that period was rapidly approach-
ing, when, to use his own emphatic language, he was
shortly  to go the way of all the earth.” "That the : mall\
remnant, therefore, “which remained of his’ earthly hours
might minister good to a people, in whose service so large a
portion of his life had been spent, he convenes all Is» 1l to-
fether to witness, as it were, his last moments, and receiv«
M#s- final instructions. Here, having ,given then »wel
Zwholesome advice, and recapitufited many of the grea.
things God had done in their behalf, he sets before them »
choice—either to serve the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land they dwelt, or that Being who had so often manifested
_ himself for their preservation : and finally concludes in the
noble declaration of the text, “ As for me and my bhouse,
we will serve the Lord.” T
The amiable patriarch was well acquainted with the na-
' ture and extent of the service due from the creature to the
Creator. A large share of his full and active life had
_been devoted to this duty_ ; and he was not ignorant of the



v SR
70 - Family Sermon. _ ” -

difliculties attending the right performing of 1. is exam-

grple is safe, and well worthy our imitation. .. And from his

answer to the Israelites, after declaring ‘their”intention 'to

- abide by his decision, we may salely infer that requisites
were necessary, in Joshua’s opinion, for those who would .
acceptably serve the Lord. ) P ‘

““Ye cannotserve the Lord,” says the venerable patriarch,
“for de iskoly.” Shall we be surprised then, that beings,,
whose afiections are so captivated by the things of time and
sense as to leave them little or no inclination_for the mo
mentous concerns of eternity,—whose hearts are “aliena- .
ted” from God. and “who hold the truth in unrighteous-
ness,”—shall we be surprised that such persons should be ‘
unfit to scrve a holy God? So inseparable from holiness is -
heaven, and so essential is it to the Christian character, that
the Scriptures are full and frequent in enforcing it. * Be ye
holy,” says the Lord, ¢ for I' your God am holy.” g

How then, my brethren, shall we become holy ourselves,
or acceptably serve a Holy God, while we wilfully give way
to the evil propensities of our sinful and corrupt nature ?
While we suffer these appetites and passions to have domin-
iqn over us, which it is equally our duty and our interest to
controul ?  'While we keep soothing ourselves with the cry
of ¢ Peace, peace, when there is no peace,” and thus re-
sign ourselves to a state of listless, carnal security, equally
-inconsistent with the part we have to act in this life, and
the account we shall assuredly have to render unto God in
that which is to come? Surely, my brethren, the declara-
ton of Joshua to Israel is but too applicable to us: “Ye
cannot serve him.” . -

He has given us yet another reason why we cannot serve
Him: “He is a jealous God.” He demands our hearts and
our affections. Lip service is an abomination to him.
His lznguage is “ My son, give me thy heart,””—and h
can we offer that to God which, by a strange and lamentag
ble infatuation, we are daily prostituting upon fleeting,
perishable treasures laid up in ‘ earthen vessels” here>—
While this is \the case, truly has the patriarch said, * Ye
cannot serve him.2

Holiness, then,.zﬁd sincere love to God were in Joshua’s
judgment absolutely requisite for those who would truly
and acceptably serve the Lord. But to become holy, .and
so far to estrange our affections from “ things below,”’as to
concentrate them all in God; to break quite off.froni*all
those pursuits and favourite vices, which, while in-an unre-
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generate state, constitute the g it happinc;s and ‘A.usinvs.s
of our lives, to make head against these sins and infirmi-
ties, which even the Apostie confesses ** do so pasﬂy beset
us,” is considered by ali who ever heartily and sincerely un-
derstood the task a wost diflicult thing 1 so much so, that,
in the strong metaphoric: § language of Sceripture. it is liken-
ed to the cutting off e right hand, the plucking out the
right eye, tho dissolving o all these tende. conneetions
which the ties of naturc aud ot blood render near and dear
to us : and so strong are ihe Scriptures on this head that
we are commandcd even to hate them for the Lord’s sake.
And though in the eye of nature these sacrifices may appear
great, yet for every sacrifice thus made, we are promised
not only an hundred fold in this present world, but ever-
lasting jife in that which is to come.

A sincere Christian, led by proper motives to assume the
«ross, and a determination to follow Christ as well through
‘evil as through good report, is not only well aware of the
opposition he has to encounter from the great enemy of
souls, and the perverse affections of a vitiated nature, but
he also knows how feeble his own unassisted powers are to
withstand the attacks and temptations of such deadly and
insinuating foes. For though “to will is present with him,”
yet often times how * to perform that which is good he find-
eth not;” but like the great and energetic Apcstle of the
Gentiles, “he discerneth another law in bis members war-
ring against the law of his mind, insomuch that when he
would do good, evil is present with him.” Hence, “ to cast
off the works of darkness,” “ to turn from the power and
service of Satan unto God, ”(for we can understand nothing
short of this by truly serving the Lord,) is by no means so
slight a matter as many are induced to imagine. The
shackles and impediments which evil affections supply, the
\’its made use of by the prince of darkness to oppose our
hd@¥ walk and conversation, bear so hard and work so im-
,grceptibly upon corrupt humanity, that every siarere
Thristian must be led often during his spiritual warfare ¢

ery out in the language of the Apostle, ‘0, wretched man
that 1 am! who shall deliver me {rom the body oi this
death?”  But though the contest be great, and the opposi-
tion be strong, we have no reason to despond.  We are not
left destitute, there are denunciations to impel, rewards and
promises to animate us to so glorious a strife.

So gracious is the God whom we serve, so intimately js
he acquainted with our frame, that he has judged it expe-
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dient not only to awaken the gre tification of our senses, by
‘promising rewards of joy and felicity to indace us “to do
Justly and live soberly,” but also to alarm our fears, by hold-
ing out denunciaticns of wrath against sin, thus {o restrain
us {rom the commission of evil  And so very dissimilar are
the minds, and sometimes the passions of men, that fear of
future ill will often so far prevail as to restrain us from do-
ing what ix swrong, when without it neither entreaties nor
assurances cffuture reward can induce us to dowhat is right.
Others again there are, 1o whom the prespect of future and
sublime rewards may form a sufficient inducement to the
practice of virtue ; but even to these the fear of future pun-
ishment may prove advantageous, as a check to occasional
relapses into evil. The Scriptures furnish us with many
instances admirably illustrative of these remarks: that of
Felix is fariliar to all.  And much oftener would this fear
be exhibited in ourselves, did we but even occasionally con-
sider how fast we are approaching to that goal where all
present recollections will be forgotten, and where this pre-
sent life will only be estimated as having ministered to our
torment or our pleasure.  Let us then be wise while wis-
dom will avail us much, and now endeavour so to live as to
obtain that spiritnal, “ meetiness,” which will alone qualify
us for the kingdom and presence of the Most High.

Some of us are young, some are arrived at middle age,
and others have run up intv years. The sins of all of us
doubtless are numerous : and to take the mildest view of
them, some, nay, many of them, it will be confessed, remain
unrepented of and therefore unforgiven. Reflect then for
a moment, how great would be our confusion, how bitter
our disappointment, how just our condemnation, were we
called away in this unprepared state to give an account of
the deeds done in the body! And what surety have we
that we shall not be called away ? They therefore cannot
say ‘ we have not arrived at an age when we may expgct
death.” The middle aged, by their own confession, hawe
measured at least half the sum of their existence : and this
is an age to which a large portion of the human race never
attain. If then we are preserved thus long, let us esteem
it as a mercy and not pervert it into a curse, by making it
an argument for a yet more lengthened preservation. But
what shall the aged say? A great proportion of the years
alloted to man has unquestionably with them gone by, and,
it may be, not much of the work of eternity is done. Surely
then, my aged friends, your case admits of no delay. Your
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longer continuance here must be i-ort, it may be very shart, .
and the work you have to do is such that if left undone you
are miserable for ever. 'Fo you then, fathers, it 1s that the
Scriptures speak, if they speak to any, when they say,
«work while it is called t day, for the night cometh when
no man can work.”  Since then no period of life is exewmpt
from death, since the voung, the muddle aged, and the old
are frequently called to “lie down” toge.ner, and since
death, when it does come, will completely .nfit us for fur-
ther progressinz in the important works of cternity, 1 leave
it as matter of conscience between yourselves and your GGod
to say what your conduct ought to be, as beings whe have
s0 much to expect, and perhaps, so much to dread trom
that awful, certain, and, 1t may be, ncar event.

But although the prospect of death is particularly alarm-
ing while we continue in our sins, yet, let us remember, it is
in our power, and it is our duty, so to live as to make death
a minister of peace. This, and this only, is in the Scriptures
emphatically termed “to live,” “to live to God alone.”—
If then a dread of the “ death that never dies” be power-
ful to restrain us from vice and immorality, much more lei
the prospect of the blessings and assistances God extends to
those that love him, encourage us to become faithful follow-
ers of the “ Lamb.” From devoting ourselves to so good a
work, let not the reflection discourage us that, although the
promises of God to his people, are so far above what they
either “desire or deserve,” yet so far are we gone from
original righteousness that we are unable of ourselves to
periorm those slight conditions upon which their grant de-
pends. 1 say let not this discourage us; for what we were
unable to do for ourselves, another has voluntarily done for
us : Christ has satisfied the righteousness of the law in our
stead. And although we cannot render that faith and obe-
dience to God which he in strict justice requires, yet, if we
sincerely do what we can and «all we can, he will reccive
our imperfect services and as perfect, through Christ’s right-
eousness. Though we wander in the darkness of the
shadow of death, we have but to ask light in sincerity of
God, and he has promised that the ¢ day spring from on
high” shall surely visit us. Though we be “dead in tres-
passes and sins,” and are polluted thereby, yet if we sin-
cerely wish to be washed, God will lead us to the * foun-
tain opened in the house of David for sin and uncleanness,”
even the blood of Jesus, so justly termed by the prophet
‘“the Lord our righteousness.” Here then our deficiencies

VOL. M1, x
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Z8 enply made up by the fulness of the perfection of Christ.
{6l it is whosc grace Is suflicient for us, and whose strength
# made perfect in our weakness.  Let us therefore imitate
the excellent example of St. Paul, and “become weak to
the end that we may be strong.”  Let us put far away from
us every idea of our own ability *“to do any thing of our-
selves,” and we shall the more readily feel that ¢ our suf-
ficiency is of God.” Do we feel a desire to devote our-
selves and our families unto God?  Let us not proceed up-
on the strength of ourown arm. If we would come to God, it
must he through the Son; and ne man cometh to the Son
except the Iather draw him; and it the Father draw him,
it is by the Spirit ; and the assistance of the Spirit is pro-
mised to those only who sincerely pray for it.

In conclusion : let us bring the matier home to ourselves.
Have we ever come to the noble resolntion “As for ourselves
and our families, we will serve the Lord?” It we have, let
it not be like the determination of the Israclites, which was
called forth by the occasion and subsided with it.  Let it
rather he from a steady principle of duty ; and from a con-
viction that that duty, if persisted in, will ultimately tend
to our infinite gain. In the prosecution of our duty we are
called upon to * pray and not to faint:” to forget in a mea-
sure the acquisitions it may be we have made, anud to ¢ press
forward” ¢ through evil as well as good report.” God has no
where declared the precise manner or time in which his pro-
mise shall be fulfilled ; but of this we may rest assured that
“to them that sow righteousness there shall be a sure re-
ward;” and it will be found tha® a pious life is the most
happy life, is attended with the most present advantage,
and is the best and surest evidence of a happy and glorious
immortality. i S.

————

ON THE CREED.

ARTICLE VII.
Frora thence ke shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

As the doctrine of future rewards and punishments natur-
ally includes the belief of the immortality of the soul, a few
preliminary remarks upon the latter subject will serve as a
proper introduction to the arguments which support the
former.

Although it were, perhaps, sufficient, in either case, to
propose the authority cf God's word—especially when the
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revelations which assert those doctrines are proved to be di-
vine—yet we shall not be unprofitably employed in advancing -
illustrations from reason. For religion being, in-nowise, ¥
contratlictory to reason, never disdains its alliance ; and
when they go hand in'hand; especially in matters of deep
and eternal interest, they aid each other in convincing the
understanding, impressing the heart and affecting the con-
duct. When the voice of reason not only coincides with,'
but in a manner voluntarily corroborates the testimony of
religion, there is no point of security to which the wavering
professor or the doubting sceptic can flee ; and he whose
conscience echoes every warning and threat of Scriptuve, is
dislodged from each hold of safety and stripped of every
weapon of defence: ’

Whatever differences of opinion there may have existed
amongst speculative men concerning the specific nature of .
the soul ; yet there seems to have been an almost universal -
concurrence in the belief that it is a substance in itself, ac-
tually distinct and .separable from the body: This is an
opinion, indeed, which will'be not a iittle strengthened by
an observation of some of the most remarkable operations
of the soul.

It will immediately be acknowledged that the intellectual
part of our nature cxercises a species of superintendence
over the material frame—that it moves, directs and governs
the whole corporeal fabric. But, as the moving power is in
all cases, something different from the machine it actuates ;
we conclude, by analogy, that the soul is as distinct from
the body as the force of gravitation is from the clock it sets
in motion, or the wind that fills the sails from the vessel

A\ which it impels. * ’

That the soul is distinct from the malfer which it seems
thus to actuate, is further evident from the power it somc-
times exerts of abstracting iiself or of being absent, as it
were, {rom the body. This is particularly manifested in the
case of profound thought, when the mind seems to pay no
regard to impressions from external objects ; when it over-
rules, as it were, the suggestions of .the senses, and turn-
ing all its thoughis inwardly upon itself; forms a new set of
ideas, peculiarly its own and purely intellectual and spifi- .
tual ; when, in the midst of distracting tortures and even-at *
the approach of death,—when its earthly tenement is all

~

* Vid. Bp. Porteous’s first Sermon on Matt. xx. 46, to whom I am also in-
debted for some’of the observations which follow. i
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shattered and decayed—it manifests a vigor unimpaired by
disease or pain ; and when upon hearing of the virtues or

* viees-of persons in different ages and countries, it yields to
emotions.which no exfernal- impressions are engaged in ex~
citing : it is a fair conchusion that the soul, however closely
united with the body, is perfectly distinct and separable
from it. And farther, if; when the senses are locked up in
sleep and the body is-in-a-state of forgetfulness, we find the
soul still active and busied-in worlds of its own creation ;
when it sees persons and things without the eye’s assistance
and admits ideas of pain and pleasure wiih the same liveli-
ness and faree which it does itf our waking hours ; we can-
not withiheld the inference that the soul, when separated from
the body, can perform its usual operation, and without any
co-operation from the material part, admit of every affec-
tion and emotion.

It is admitted by one of the greatest reasoners® of any
age or country that every argument—as far as human ar-
gument can, on such a subject, be applied—is in favor of
the soul’s immortality ; and although the umion of an im-
material soul with a material body be a great mystery; yet
there are mysteries quite as incomprehensible in the occur-
rences of every day, in the visible laws of nature and the
common principles of science. It is notharder, as has been
well observed, to explain the whole process of vegetation
through its various stages; to shew how the food of ani-
mals is converted into nutriment and contributes to their
support and growth; how finite matters can be infinitely
divisible ; how two mathematical lines, infinitely produced,
can be for ever approaching each other and yet never meet.
Nor have we any reason to suppose that death, in disunit-
ing the soul and body, has any effect upon the former beyond
this separation. For, as a profound reasoner has remark-

“ed, “ We have several times over lost a great part or per-
haps the whole of our body, according to certain common
estahlished laws of pature, yet we remain the same living .
agents; when we shall lose as great a part or the whole
by another common established law of nature, death, why
may we not also remain the same.”} Besides, we have no
reason to believe that the body itself is totally destroyed by
death ; ‘it is only reduced to a different state of existence.
Although it loses life and motion, and its original mechan-

* Locke, Ersay on Hum. Under. Book 1V. c. 3, § 6. Bp. Porteous, ibid. _,
. 7

§ Bp. Butler, Analogy of Nat. sad Rev, Religion, chap. L
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ism is dissolved, its component, elementary parts still re.
main, and we cannot conceive the arnihilation of any par-
ticle of matter. The wood that we burn is not totally and
substantially consumed : part of its substance ascends in
smoke and mingles with the clouds and part is converted
into'ashes ; yet however much that become mixed and con-
fused with other substances, and however much it may .be
diminished in bulk or altered in appearance, the mind can-
not comprehend the idea of its anmhilation. On the:same
principle, we cannot suppose that the soul will ever cease
to exist ; while, if immaterial, it must, when separated from
the body, be more lively and strong in its faculties and
powers. . ' ; 2
It will not be irrelevant to adduce another familiar, though
striking argument, in favour of the soul’s immortality—
.drawn from its wonderful capacities. But to this head I
cannot do greater justice than by introducing the language
of the celebrated prelate already quoted :* “ s it credible,
is it possible, that the mighty soul of Newton should share
exactly the same fate with the vilest insect that crawls up-
on the ground ; that, after having laid open the mysteries
of nature; and pushed its discoveries almost to the very
boundaries of the universe, it should on a sudden have all
its lights. at once extinguished, and.sink into everlas’ting\}
darkness and insensibility? 'T'o what purpose all this waste
and profusion of talents, if their operation is to be limited
to this short period of existence? Why are we made so
like immortal beings, if mortality is'to be our lot? What
need was there that this little vessel of ours should be fit-
ted out and provided with steres sufficient to carry it
through the vast ocean of eternity, if, at the same time, its
voyage was meant to be confined within the narrow straits
of the present life? Instinct would have served for this
urpose as well as reason; would have conducted us through
the world with as much safety, and with less pain, than all
our boasted intellectual endowments.” '
There is yet another argument in favor of the soul’s im-
mortality, in the perpelual progress of the soul towards per-
Jection. A brute quickly arrives at his limit of perfection ;
but the soul of man, with every revolving year, increases
its stock of knowledge ; and, when on the verge of the
grave, man has still a boundless scope for the exercisé of
his faculties before him. “ But,” to borrow the:language

v"'&pj # Bp. Porteous’ Sermon 11, on a future judgment.
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of a-beautiful writer,* “ would an infinitely wise Being give
us talents which are never fully to be exerted, and capaci-
ties which are never to be filled > Is it not more reasonable
to suppose that we receive but the first rudiments of exis-
tence here, and will then be transplanted to some wmore
friendly climate, where we may spread and flourish ; go on
from strength to strength ; and shine for ever with new ac-
cessions of glory, and brighten to all eternity.” )

An additional presumption in favor of the immortality of
the soul, from the inequalities in the condition of human
life, which only the belief in a future state of recompence
can reconcile with God’s justice—lead us directly 4o the
doctrine of REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS IN THE WORLD TO
COME. K

To this great tenet of Christianity the testimony of reason
and appr(ﬁmﬁon of conscience is also given; and, in the
first place, the analogy of nature strongly aids the expecta-
tion of a state of final recompence bevond the grave.j—
By the common course of nature we perceive that much of
what we enjoy and suffer, in this present state, is put in our
own power and made dependent on our own conduct.—
‘That we may obtain the one and avoid the other, we are
even endued with the power of foreséeing those conse-
quences: we, in many cases, know before haund whether
the adoption of a certain course of conduct will be attend-
ed with joy or grief, happiness or misery; and are, on that -
account enabled to take such steps as to secure the one and
avoid the other. If, therefore, the order of nature teaches
us that, in this present state, vice leads to punishment and
virtue to reward :—that the former is attended with the for-
feiture of mental tranquility and of bodily health—with the
loss of fortune and fame—with remorse, disease and un-
timely death ; whereas, the latter is attended with opposite
effects ;—when we consider that these consequences flow
from the common course of nature, unaided and unimpelled
by any extraneous or foreign cause, it is a natural and fair
conclusion that, in a future life, vice will, in a correspond-
ing manner, be punished, and virtue rewarded. Such, I
repeat, are nafural consequences in this life ; why should
they not be as natural in the life to come ?

The expectation of a future recompence has ever pre-

® Addison.—Vid. Spectator, No. 111.

1 The bezefits and strength of argument from analogy are well representcd
by a Heathen critic. Quintilian, Lib. . c. f,—and most ably cmployed iny..
Zavor of our holy religion by the eminent Bishep Butler. .
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vailed amongst mankind, in all ages and nations of the
world ;"and however much the great truth was clouded,
from the imperfection of unaided reason, the s?;eculations
of a false philosophy, and the wild fictions of the poets—it
was, nevertheless, a general belief that the good would be
rewarded and the wicked punished in a future state, Nor
was this opinion entertained merely by the highly civilized
and the learned, but it also prevailed with, and influenced
the savage and the ignorant. 'While the Greek and Roman
expatiated, with all the fire of invention and refinement of
language, on their Elysium and their Tartarus, the rude
‘barbarian and the untutored Indian had their happy hills
and sensual enjoyments bevond the grave, and were alike
mov}ed by expected joys and anticipated horrors in another
world. — -

But we naturally ask from whence was this opinion de-
rived, whence sprang this universal expectation of an here-
after> Whether it were implanted, instinctively, in the
human mind or communicated by a direct revelation, its
credibility is the same, and we must pronounce it the voice
of nature as well as the declaration of Almighty God. Nor
can a few dissentient voices detract from the force of the
argument which we draw from this universal consent: it
establishes a degree of antecedent probability which over-
weighs every contradiction of the few who dissent: it is, as
it were, a general rule from whese force and truth a few
exceptions can take away nothing—like the established or-
der of nature itself which is, by no means, affected by a few
stray instances of monstrous productions; while the effect
of any such dissent from this general concurrence is com-
pletely destroyed by the fact that the whole objection springs
from an antipathy to the doctrine itself—because, if enter-
tained, it would prove a restraint upon propensities and a
check to indulgences, many are unwilling to subdue.

The belief of a future state of retribution is entirely con-
sistent—wliileshll objections are inconsistent-—with our in-
nate ideas of right and wrong, as well as with our simplest
notions of God’s Providence. The essential and eternal
differences of good and evil are distinctions not only ob-
vious to the minds and consciences of all, but such as no
cffort of mind or habit can annihilate or remove. We can-
not, by any exertion, so far stifle the plain suggestions of
conscience and the simple dictates of our understandings, as
to lose sight of the natural fitness or propriety of some
things, and the natural unfitness and inexpediency of others.
We could not, although every motive cither of restraint or
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practice were rémoved, so far reverse the natural order of
things as to believe what is bad to be good, or what is good
to be bad : we cannot, by any possibility, do such violence
to the principles of our nature as to believe those things
which are morally and essentially wrong, to be morally and
essentially right: we cannot, for instance, by any persua-
sion or compulsion, joined to the removal of every appre-
hension of future punishment, be led to think that to de-
fraud, to injure or to murder is not, in itself, morally and
intrinsically wiciked.

But from whence, it must be asked, proceeds this ap-
probation of good, iis abkorrence of evil 2 Will it “suffice
to say that the one is, in itself, agreeable~—the other odious?
or rather would man of” a-disposition so repugnant to the
yoke which those moral distinctions impose, have so loved
virtue for its loveliness arid- hated vice for its hatefulness,
as merely, from their respective natures, to approve and
practice the one; and to abhor and abandon the other >—

* Therc must be some cause for. this secret preference of vir-
tue, this secret abhorrence of sin, beyond the mere excel-
lence of the one and odiousness of the other. We know,
indeed, that the satisfaction, in other words, the reward
which attends the former, and the misery or punishment
which is consequent on the latter, is more powerful than an
instinctive approbation or aversion, to beget a"correspond-
ing practice. We know that a man’s couviction of the
-odiousness of guilt is not alone a sufficient restraint from its

ractice—and it is a lamented fact that the violation of the
aws of the land, as well as the laws of moralify, is not so
often avoided from a hatred of the improprie\ties they con-
demn, as from the dread of punishment. And'so with what
may be termed more exclusively, the laws of God ; the vio-

lation"of which, although it is cognizable by no human tri-
bunal, is nevertheless attended withh much reghorese and
much alarm. There are many things, ot be denied,

which human laws cannot punish and for which there can
be no dread of any femporal retribution which, nevertheless,
mankind have a certain dread of committing—which they
cannot enter upon without a peculiar anxiety and terror.—
Here, there is a secret approbation of virtue, though it be
unattended with any hope of present advantage—there is a
secret abhorrence of vice, although it be unaccompanied
with any apprehension of present danger or loss.*

¢ % The reader would here call to mind the terror of Felix when St. Paul spake
of a ¢ judgment to come,” (Acts xxiv. 25) ns illustrative of those argumests ;
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- Hope and fear, in spite of every effort of resistance pass
beyond the boundaries of this immertal life: in a future
world, hope pictures scenes of life’s fulness as the reward of
virtue, and fear conjures up abodes of misery as the punish-
ment of vice. Some internal monitor whispers that a life of
righteousness will be recompenced by an eternity of bappi-
ness—and the same declares, with alarming voice, .that
wickedness will receive its retribution in a future world.—
Reason argues it must be so—and the word of God confirms,
in explicit language, the testimony of conscience. There
will‘come a day of the revelation of the righleousjudgment
of God. Then, every mouth shall be stoppedsand every
heart of man shall confess that the Lord is just.

. Consoling tidings these to the persecuted, to the suffer-
ing righteous! Take away from them-—when the glgom of
misfortune overshadows and the sting of multiplied sorrows
agonizes them—the hope of this futurity, and they are lone
and comfortless indeed. Then would our condition be as
it were a dark and tempestuous ocean, whereupon we were
launched without helm to guide, or haven whither to direct
our course; till, buffeted by-its storms and tossed by its
waves, we sunk at length in its depths and disappeared for
ever, But a state so cheerless, so wretched, is surely not
such as a reasonable creature could enjoy—not such as a
wise and gracious God would appoint. No: man’s reason ;
his capacities, his insatiable thirst for improvement, his de-
sires, his hopes, his aspirations—all coniradict the thought
- and revolt from the supposition. His soul longs for immor-

tality—his mind and heart yearn to an eternal world. The
good desire and hope—the wicked dread, yet believe, that
we shall all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
every one may receive the things done in his body, according
{0 that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

This leads us to a more direct reference to the words of
the article, me—the Son of God—skall come 1o judge ﬁe
quick and the dead. The same Jesus whick was takénBRp
from the apostles inlo heaven, shall so coxz in like manner
as they saw him go into heaven ; and in the following pas-
sage the cause as well as the fact of his appointment to be

while this sentiment from Cicero must have its wweight : € est sliqua in vita
formido improbis posita esset, apud #11feros ejusmodi quedany illi antiqui suppli-
¢ia impiis constituta csse voluerunt; quod videlicet intelligebant, his remotis,
non esse mortem ipsam pertimescendam.” In Catalin, iv.'e. 4. Vid. also
Plato’s Pheedon, c. 45 et seq. .

- VOL. III L
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our judge, isdeclared : The Futher hath given him authority
to execute judgment also, BECAUSE HE IS THE SON OF MAN.—
He is, in a manner, interested in the crimes he is<about to
sentence ; for. it was He who bled for the transgressions of
fallen man, and sought, by his death, to reconcile us to God.
We have, by his appointment, a judge who, we may say, is
taken from amongst ourselves, and who can be fouched with
the feeling of our infirmities; a consideration, which while
it manifests the goodness and justice of God, is a strong
source of consolation to these who, with trembling hope,
await this impending judgment. _

And ofithis second advent of our blessed Lord, we are
warned in terms which cannot but inspire with terror and
awe. He shall come, it is said, on the clouds of heaven, at-
tendedgvith myriads of angels—all bearing testimony to his
divine nature and celestial glory. Nature’s convulsion ; the
quivering earth and the raging sea; the inflamed elements;
the falling stars and heaven’s dissolution—will proclaim the
coming of the Son of God to reward his faithful servants
and punish the wicked and rebellious. The affrighted
world will not bear the second appearance of him who
made his first entry into it in a manger, and who, in the
whole course of his pilgrimage, was afflicted and persecu-
ted; but the universe shall shake at his presence, be rent,
burned and dissolved. . Before such a .tribupal—before a
Judge whose coming shall be attended with such awful
events—shall the trembling human rg\g(:ppear. All that
sleep in the grave shall come forth at the loud summons of
the Archangel’s trumpet—* The sea shall give up her dead”
—and all the myriads of the human race who have ever
lived since the first day of creation shall there await their
sentence from the Lord of Glory. It is a sublime, though
awful contemplation! The crash of the dissolving world
—the hoarse trumpet of the seraph—the court of the King
of Kings high in the air—the countless throng of human be-
ings, looking with various emotions, for their doom! Re-
flection upon the awful scene must waken up every slum-
bering sensibility, and bid us hear, with renewed interest
and attention, the admonition of the apostle ! Seeing, then,
that all those things shall be dissolved, what manner of per-
sons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness ?
It should, indeed, rouse us from our Jukewarmness,—check
us in our wickedness—restrain the impetuous pursuit-of
worldly vanities. For, what can all the joys of time avail
when the world is in flames around us, and the sentence of
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the JQe going forth, depart, ye cursed into everlasting fire, -
prepared for the devil and his angels? Are life’s sweetest
gratifications to be set in the balance against the terrors of
- that awful day and the condemnation to an eternity of;hope-
less wretchedness ? Are its costliest gifts to be purchased
with the forfeiture of heaven ?

Therefore, consider this, all ye that forget God, and pul
Jar from you .the evil daysg consider and shew yourselves
men, O, ye transgressors. 'They, especially, who ¢ profess
and call themselves”Christians ;> to whom life and immor-
lality have been brought to ligh\tl—they who, witplax':tl‘lgse ad-
vantages, neglect the persuasivederrors of the I@g_l;-‘should
bear in mind the heavier condemnation which awaits them,
verily, I say unto you, it shall be more tolerable for Sodom
and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for y%ﬂ

\ —
I ESSAY ON THE CATECHISM.. .
' (Concluded. )

Or all the duties which we owe to God, the far greater part
naturally result from his nature and atfributes, and from the
several relations in which we stand to him, whether, they be
made known to us by reason or Scripture. Of this descrip-
tion are those contained in that part of our Catechism which
we have hitherto' been examining—consisting of | the ten
commandments and the prayer for grace, S0 necessary in
our fallen condition to enable us to keep them—and to as-
sist us in performing all our promises. But there are still
some important precepts peculiar to the Christian religion
and deriving their whole obligation from the circumstances
of their baving been instituted and commanded by our
Saviour. It was therefore highly necessary that our
Catechism should instruct us in the nature of these. I need
hardly add that they are the Sacraments which Christ hath
ordained in the church. Of these our Catechism instructs
us to say that there are ‘ two only as generally necessary
to salvation, 1. e. Baptisin and the Lord’s Supper.” That
there are two Sacraments ordained by Christ, all denomina-
tion of Christians, with the exception of one sect, we believe,
who interpet all Scripture figuratively—agree. But that
there are two only, is denied by the Roman Catholic church,
which, in this respect, follows the decree of the last Council
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* of Trent, in maintaining that besides Baptism &nd B.ord’s
' Supper, there arefive other Sacraments, viz ¢ Confirmation,
Penance, Extreme Unction, Orders and Matrimony. Of
these five they assert that Confirmation, Penance, and Ex-
treme Unction are, as ,well as Baptism and the Lord’s Sup-
per, instituted by Christ and mecessary for the salvation of
mankind—but that Orders and Matrimeny are not neces-
sary to all men. Now we must admit that this is a ques-
tion of the utmost importance, inasmuch as it affects our
galvation,—it is therefore necessary that we should be per-
--fectly clear in our rejection of what others conceive to be
essentialdo salvation—and in order to come to a just con-
clusion "on this subject, we must first ascertain what is
necessary to constitute a Sacrament. In answer to
the_guestion in our Catechism * what meanest thou
byt word Sacrament ?” we say ‘“an outward and
visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, given unto us,
ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby we receive
the same and a pledge to assure us thereof.” It is remarka-
ble that there is no word either in the Old or New Testa-
ment-correspondiug to the word Sacrament. It is a Latin
word, and agreeably 1o its derivation, it was applied by the
early writers of the Western Church to any ceremony of our
holy religion, especially if it was figurative or mystical.—
But a more confined signification of this word by degrees
prevailed, till it was applied not to those badges and dis-
tinctions in general by which Christians are known, but to
those which were more than bare matters of form, to those
which related to something inward and spiritual. There is
however no difference between us and the Roman Church
with regard to the meaning of the word, since they insist
that all their Sacraments are necessary for the salvation of
manpkind, and that they are instituted by our Lord Jesus
Christ. Let us apply this definition to the Sacraments in
question. Baptism and the Supper of the Lord are properly
Sacraments, because the whole nature of a Sacrament be-
longs to them. For there is, in the first place, in both of
these, an outward visible sign, viz. “water in Baptism, and
bread and wine in the Lord’s Supper. There is secondly,
ap inward spiritual grace, viz. the washing of regeneration
by the one—and the body and blood of Christ by the other.
" Baptism was instituted by Christ, when he said “ Go ye
and teach all pations, baptizing them in the nameé of the
Father, the Son dnd the Holy Ghost,” and the Lord’s Sup-
per, when, after administering the cup, he said “ Tbi(s do
\
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in remem ®f me.”2 " With regard to the other five they
had not even a name till upwards of 100 years after Christ,
and were not established by the authority of the Roman
Church till after the reformation. The first of these is Con-
firmation which, if it be a Sacrament,.we administer in a
form much more conformabl the original practice than
they do—and, are therefore entitled to at least the same
benefit from it. But a]thou%}hrist did indeed put his
hands upon children and bless them, yet we no where find
that he appointed this particlilir-ceremony.as a means
conveying-grace. And thgugh the apostles’ used dtzafter®::
him, yet we have no fetmndation for ascghingany g .
efficacy to the laying on of hands, distinct from the prayers
that accompany the ceremony—nor have we anyfounda-
tion for considering it any thing more than a solemn er
of taking upon ourselves those vows, which were m
our name at our Baptism. The laying on -of hands, accom-
panied by the prayers of the Bishop and congregation, may
be considered as a mark of good will to the person for whom
they are offered up, and as a sign that the fathexrly hand of
God is over all who undertake to serve him. Wehave just
ground to hope that God wiil hear the prayers that are of-
fered up, and therefore we ought not to neglect the ordo-
nance. But as we have no promise that God’s grace will
be conveyed by its means, but by means of the prayers
which accompany it, it does not partake of the nature of a
Sacrament. It wants the-outward symbol of inward spiri-
tual grace—and it wants the positive institution by Christ.
Another Sacrament of the Church of Rome is Penance—
which they make to consist of particular confessions to the
priest of every deadly sin, and particular absolution from him--
—accompanied by such acts of devotion, mortification and
charity as he shall think fit to.enjoin. But this hag not only
no foundation in Scripture, but itis so totally destitute of any
symbol of inward grace that it looks more like an engine
of power over the minds and consciences of men, than a
Sacrament. With regard to Extreme Unction, their plea
for its being a Sacrament is no more than this—St. James, ata
time when miraculous gifts were common, directed the elders
of the church who usually had those gifts to anoint the sick
with oil, as we read the disciples did while our Saviour
.-was on the earth, in order to obtain, by the prayer of faith,
%@l;e,g‘ecovery, if God saw fit, of their bodily health, and the
“forgiveness of those sins for which their disease wgs inflict-

ed—and-upon this authority, the church of Rome,now that

i
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all miraculous gifts have ceased contini®s lthshndm«
to anoint the sick for a quite dlﬂereﬂf‘[ﬂﬁ'p%e-—not for the
recovery of their bedily health, for they do not use it until
they think all hope of recover) is past ; not for the p-mlon
of sin, for their sins they say are pardoned upon confession
vhich is prev louslv m'\d%lt chiefly as they themselves ac-
41)0“ ledge, to give them Lcourage and composure’ in the
hour of death. Now, though this may be a harmless piece,
of superstition in II\OU yet it evidently does not partake of
sthe naturegf a SacramentZfor neither our Saviour nor St.
James mentlon the purpose far which the Romish church
t iguorcover incond®tent with the purpese of
ich St. James does mention. With regard to
the othier two, Matrimony and Orders, they are so nnmlecﬂv
‘%dcstltute of any of the requisites of a Sacrament that very
' need be said on this part of the subject. Matrimony
was not ordained by Christ, but long before his appearance
on earth, in the time of man’s mnocency——nor has it any
outward sigh as a means and pledge of inward grace.—
Their c'll.lnfr this a Sacrament has arisen from their mistak-
ing their own Latin translation of the New Testament.—
St. Paul compares the union between the first married pair
Adam and Eve to the union between the second Adam or
Christ to his spouse the church, and calls “this a great
mystery.” Now the Interpreter whose version is used by
the Roxmn Catholic church has put the word Sacrament
for mystery and therefore says, ¢ this is a great Sacrament,” -
and the word Sacrament, as we have alreadv observed, was
anciently used to express any thing in rellﬂ'lon that carned
a hidden meaning. But if every thmﬂ' that once bore the
name of Sacrament in the larger sense of the word, were o
considered now in the stricter sense, we should instead of
the seven to which they pretend, have more than 100
Sacraments. With regard to Holy Orders; they them-
selves acknowledge that there are three in the church, viz.
Bishop, Priest and Deacon. It must follow from hence that
if Ordc;rjﬂl;}e a Sacrament—there must be three instead of

one Sactament. It may:be said of Holy Orders and Matri-
mony, as wehave already said of Confirmation,that if thev are
Sacraments they are as much so to us as to the Romanists,
whether we so call them or not. Even if we did not use
the name at all, for it is not used in Scripture, no h: rmw,z
could result to us, provided that under any name, we b2 3
lieve the things which Christ hath taught and do the tlnngB
which he hath commanded—for on this depends our accep-
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tance and etetiial salvation. After having taught us that
there are but tWo Sacraments—our Catechism proceeds to
explain the nature and design of them. With regard to the
first of these, viz. Baptism, its nature and design have been
aiready so fully explained that we do not think it necessary
to say any thing further in illustration of them, but shall
proceed to the consideration of that part of the Catechism
which relates to “ the Supper of the Lord.” To the question,
“ why was the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ordained,”
the Cntechumen is taught to reply * for the continual remem-
brance of the sacrifice of the death of Christ, aml of the
benefits which we receive thereby.” The deign_ of our
Saviour, in this institution, was {o leave fo his c¢hurch a.
perpetual, solemn, and sacred memorial of his death for us
—that as often as we come to the Lord’s table and there
join in the celebration of this holy Sacrament, we may be
induced to call to mind the various particulars of Lis pas-
sion—to consider him as crucified before our eyes—to me-
ditate on the love of Christ, thus dying for us and on the
great and unspeakable benefits which have thercby been
derived to us, and to raise our hearts in thankful aderation
of his holy name. Itis said to be for a continual remem-
brance, because it is a remembrance which is not to end
after a certain period as that of the paschal supper did,—
but is always to be continued by this holy Sacrament—even
to the end of the world. It is also intimated in this expres-
sion that it is not sufficient to celebrate this Sacrament but
once in the year as the passover was—but so often as to
keep in our minds a lively remembrance of the sacrifice of
the death of Christ. The death of Christ is called a sacri-
fice, because by shedding his blood he became an expiatory
sacrifice for the sins of mankind. ¢ Neither by the blood
of goats and calves, but by his own blood, ke entered in
once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemp-
tion for us.”—*“For Christ is not entered into the holy
Elaces made with hands which are the figures of the true,

ut into Heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of
God for us—nor yet that he should offer himself often as
the high priest entereth into the holy piace every year with
the blood of others—for then must he offen have suffered
since the foundation of the world, but now once in the end
of the world hath he appeared, 1o put avay sin by the sac-
rifice of himse!(.”—To the question © What is the outward
part or sign of the Lord’s Supper,” we are taugit to an-
swer ‘“Bread and wine which the Lord hath commanded
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to be received.”—This is the outward sig ox symbol of
the inward spiritual grace conveyed to us in ¥hat Sacra-
ment. It is related by all the Evangelists and also by St
Paul, that when Christ instituted this Sacrament, he admi-
nistered both the bread and wine to his Disciples, as a sym
bol of his body broken and his blood shed. It is certain
that the Apostles gave the cup to the lay communicants in
their churches, else St. Paul could not have argued as he
oes with the Corinthians, in which he takes notice of their
drinkirig the Sacramental cup as well as of their eating the
Sacramfgffaﬂfbrehd. The &ip therefore should not be denied
to the 1ait# &8 idthe practice of the Romish Church.  This
ihdeed is @ practice resulting from the doctrine of receiving
the real body of Christ in the Sacrament—for the suppor-
#®¥ of this doctrine maintain {hat the blood is necessarily
Wurtaken with the body. The next questionis ¢ What is
the inward part, or thing significd,” and the Catechumen an-
swers “The body and blood of Christ which are verily and
indeed taken and received by the faithful in the Lord’s
Supper.” That which is given by the priest in this Sac-
rament, is, as to its substance evidently bread and wine—
as to its Sacramental nature and signification, it is the re-
presentation of Christ’s body broken and his blood shed for
us—and being with faith and picty received by the worthy
communicant, it becomes to him by the blessing of God and
the grace of his Holy Spirit, the very body and blood of
Christ—because it entitles him to a part in the sacrifice of
his death, and to the benefits thercby procured to all his
faithful and obedient servants. The monstrous notion of
his bodily presence was not thought of till 700 years after
his death, and was not declared to be a Gospel truth till
1200 years after his birth, and then by the pretended au-
thority of the Roman Church. They pretend to support
this doctrine by insisting that all the words of Scripture
should be taken in their literal meaning.  But by this rule
they must admit, what is equally absurd with the notion of
the corporal presence, that Christ is actually and substan-
tially a door, a road, a vine ; and his Disciples the branches
of avine. The answer to the next question informs us
that our souls arve ¢ strengthened—and refreshed by the
body and blood of Christ as our bedies are by the bread and
wine.” By nourishing our faith and assuring us that our
sins are remitted—hy giving us increase of grace to lead a
godly life, and by confirming our hope that we shall here-
after come to eternal life,—our souls reccive that true food
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without which they must be dead—having no spiritual life
in them. The last question in our Catechism is * What is
reqidred of them who come to the Lord’s Supper,”—to
which it is answered % To examine themselves whether
they repent them @il of their former sins, stedfastly pur-
posing to lead,a uewe lifly have a lively faith in God’s mercy
through Christ, with a thankful remembrance of his death
and be in charity with all men.” The examination here re-
quired must be performéd by a carcful and diligent search
into our lives and actions,-that we may if posgible ascertain
the true state of our souls @ all these particulars, concern-
ing which we are here dmilisted ta. exapiine ourselves—
accompanied with earnest prayer t¢&od for his assistance,
and to grant his blessing to our endeavours. If we are
heartily sorry for and ashamed of our sins—if we earnestly
desire God’s forgiveness of them in prayer for pardon—and
where we have done any injury to our neighbour, aré ready
to ask his forgiveness and to make all reasonable satisfaction
to him—if, as far as we can judge, we do all this u%‘jghtly
and sincerely—if we reserve no secret affection for any
sin in our souls, but universally resolve to forsake all our
evil ways, and in every thing to follow the rules of our duty,
we may then justly conclude that our repentance and reso-
lutions are hearty and without deceit, and as such will so
far qualify us for the worthy receiving of this Holy Sacra-
ment. But we must also have a lively faith in God’s mercy
through Christ—that is, we must stedfastly believe that if
we truly repent of our sins, God will not only forgive them,
but as an earnest of it, will in this very Sacrament ratify
and confirm his Covenant with us, and make us partake
of the benefit of that redemption which our blessed Saviour
purchased for us by the sacrifice of his own body and blood.
This faith, this lively faith which must manifest itself by
works is to be accompanied by a thankful remembrance of
Christ’s death, 4. e. we are to examine ourselves whether
we are truly sensible of the infinite love of God, and con-
descension of Jesus Christ set forth to us in the holy com-
munion—whether we are always careful to preserve in our
minds a lively memory of his death and passion,—whether
by the sincerity of our love to God and our zeal in doing our
duty, we endeavour to testify our hearty sense of those un-
speakable mercies, with which he has been pleased thereby
to favour us. Lastly, we must be in charity with all men,
i. e. we must carefully examine ourselves whether we do
not only freely forgive all injuries which may have been
VOL. III. M



90 The Fisherman.

done to us, but whether we are so entirely reconciled to the
authors of those injuries as to be ready to dq them all the
kindness in our power as sincerely and as heartily as ifthey
had never offended us. This is made the condition 8f our
forgiveness at God’s hands. Christ himself tells us, “If yve
forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will
also forgive you—butif ye forgive not men their trespasses,
neither will your father forgive your trespasses.”

pR———

THE FISHBERMAN.
BY 8. C, HALL,

It was as calm an evening as ever came from heaven,—the
sky and the earth were as tranquil as if no storm from the
one had ever disturbed the repose of the other ; and even
the ocean—that great highway of the world—lay as gen-
tle as if its bosom had never betrayed—as if no traveller
had ever sunk to death in its embrace. The sun had gone
down, and the pensive twilight would have reigned over
nature, but for the moon, which rose in her full-orbed
beauty, the queen of an illimitable world, to smile upon the
goodly things of ours, and to give a radiance and a glory to
all she shone upon. It was an hour and a scene that led
the soul to the contemplation of Him, who never ceases to
watch over the works he has made, and whose protecting
care displays itself alike upon the solid land and the track-
less wastes of the deceitful sea.

On the western coast of the county of Devon, which has
been termed, and, it may be added, justly, the garden of
England,” upon such an evening, a group had assembled
around one of the fisherman’s cottages. The habitation was
built in the true style of the olden time, when comfort was
the principal object of the projector. At either side of the
door were scattered the lines and nets and baskets that be-
tokened the calling of the owner, and the fisherman was
taking his farewell for the night, of his happy, loving family,
who were bidding him ¢ God speed” on his voyage. A fine
old man was leaning his arms on the railing, and talking to
an interesting girl, whose hand lay upon the shoulder of a
younger sister. The stout fisherman, dressed in his rough
jerkin, and large boots that reached far above the knees, was
in the act of kissing a little cherub, who seemed half terrified
at being elevated so high as the father’s lips; while the
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wife and mother, with her infant nursling on her lap, was
looking anxiéusly upon her husband as she breathed the
parting blessing, and the prayer for his safe return. A lit-
tle boy, the miniature of his father in countenance and in
dress, bearing a huge boat-cloak across his shoulders, and
the lantern that was to give light when the moon depart-
ed, completed the group,—if we except a noble Newfound-
land dog, some steps in advance of the party, watching for
the nod to command his march to a kind of pier where the
fisherman and his boy were to embark.

“ Good luck, good luck !”’ exclaimed the old man, ¢ good
luck, and safe home again, John, ye want no more but God’s
blessing, and that ye may have for asking : but ye may as
well take mine too,—God bless ye, and good bye to ye.”

The blessing was heartily echoed by his kind partner and
his children, and, whistling as he went, with his boat-hook
on his shoulder, his dog Neptune before, and his boy fol-
lowing, he trudged along to the beach.

With the earliest dawn of morning the fisherman’s family
were astir; the elder girl was busily arranging their little
parlour, while the younger was preparing the breakfast
table, and the mother spreading before the fire the clothes of
her husband and her boy. An hour passed, and she grew
somewhat uneasy that he had remained abroad beyond the
usual period of his return. Another hour had clapsed,
when she said to her father, ¢ Iather, go out to the hillock,
and try if you can see his sail upon the water; he seldom
stays out so long when the sea is calm and the weather
fair ; my little boy too was not quite well last night, and
this alone should have hastened him home.”

The old man went forth, and one by one his grand-chil-
dren followed him, until the mother was left alone, rocking
the cradle of her unconcious babe. After the lapse of
another hour, her daughter entered with news that a neigh-
bour had spoken to her father in the night, and that he
would certainly be soon home.

“God grant it!” said she, and she spoke in a tone of deep
anxiety,—‘ he never was away so long but once, and that
when he saved the crew of the ship Mary: and then the
whirl of the sinking vessel had well nigh made his grave.”

Again she stirred the fire, again arranged the clothes be-
fore it, and poured some hot water into the tea cups. Still
the breakfast remained untouched.

The sun was now soaring to his meridian height, when
once more the family assembled in their humble dwelling ;
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the prop of the whole was yet wanting. They sat down
to a cheerless meal, the seats at either side &f the wife re-
maining vacant. The old man was the only individual who
appeared to anticipate no evil ; but he hastily finished his
breakfast and went forth.

The noon was rapidly passing, and the san had already
given tokens of the glory of his 8eparture, when the fisher-
man’s wife, having lulled her infant asteep, went herself to
the hill that commanded an extensive view of the wide
spread ocean. All the little household soon assembled on
the spot, but no boat was sewm uporr the waters,—nothing
that could give hope, except the aspect of the waves which
looked too placid to be dangerous.

Their deep dread was no longer concealed ; and while
the old man paced to and fro, looking earnestly at brief in-
tervals over the loncly sea, the mother and the daughter
were sobbing audibly.

“Fearless let him be whose trust is in his God!” ex-
claimed the father. The sentence was uttered involuntarily,
but it had its effect.

¢ Ay,” said the mother, “he always trusted in God, and
God will not forsake him now.”

“ Do you remember, Janc,” continued the old man,
‘“ how often Providence was with me, amid the storm and
the wreck, when help from man was far off, and would have
heen useless if near?” And they cheered and encouraged
one another to hope the best,—but to submit to the decree
of heaven, whether it came as the gentle dew to nourish,
or as the heavy rain to oppress.  From that hillock which
overlooked the ocean, ascended their mingled prayers that
God would not leave them desolate.

The fisherman—the object of their hopes and fears—had
been very successful during the night, when at daybreak,
as he was preparing to return home, he remembered his
promise to bring with him some seaweed to manure the
potatoe plat behind his cottage. He was then close to rocks
which were only discernable at low water; he pulled for
them, jumped on shore, fastened the painter of his boat to a
jutting part of a cliff, and took his boat-hook with him. He
collected a sufficient quantity of the weed, but in his eager-
ness to obtain it, had wandered from the landing place,
when he heard his boy loudly hallooing, and exclaiming
that the painter was loose. He rushed instantly towards
the boat, which was then several vards off; the boy was
vainly’ endeavouring to usc both the oars, and Neptune, the
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faithful dog, was Fgiliine backward and forwards, howling
fearfully, as if consciolS of:hig;master’s danger, at one mo-
ment about to plungetifitd the wavesrto join him, and the
next licking the face’and ¥&nds of the child, as if he foresaw
that for him his protectii} would be most needed. -~

The fisherman pefeéaved at once the desperaté nature of
his situation ; the fidé'he'knew wasgoiiliug. i rapidly, and
his hope to escapé Was:at<an” end /\vhen;he;perceived that
his boy, in an effor{id, use the edrssbad Iet one of them
fall overboard. ¢ Fatho¥, fatheféxclaimed the poor lad,
< ywhat shalt T do?”’—the boat#yas at this sifoment so dis-
tant that his distracted parent could scaréely hear the
words, but he called out to him as lond as he could to trust
in God, the father of the fatherless. He then stood resign
to the fate which he felt awaited him, and watched.thé
drifting boat that bore the child in peril from the fatal rocks:
He had offered up a brief prayer to the throne of mercyy, i
when, in an instant, a light broke upon his mind. g
God 1 he exclaimed, “1 may yet be saved.” Withithe. -
energy of hope battling with despair, he collected all the
stones around him, and heaped them rapidly upon the
highest ledge of rock; it was indced wondexful how he
could have gathered so many in so short a time ; but the
Almighty gave strength to his arm, and he was labouring
not for life merely, but for beings still dearer to him. The
tide came on, on, on, and soon obliged him to abandon his
work. He then mounted the pile he had heaped, planted
his boat-hook firmly in one of the crevices of the chff, and
prepared to struggle for existence: but bis heart failed
him, when he considered how slight was the possibility that
the waters would not rise above his head. Still, he deter-
mined to do all he could to preserve life. The waves were
not rough, and the boat-hook supported him.

The awful moment rapidly approached ; the water had
reached his knees ; but he stood firmly, and prayed that he
might be preserved. On, on, on, it came, slowly and gently,
but more fearfully than if it had raged round its destined
prey ; soon it reached bis waist,and he then prayed thatit
might go no higher. On, on, on, it came, anid bis shoulders
were covered ;—hope died within him, and he thought of
himself no longer, but of those who were so dear to him—
his wife, his children and his father—it was for blessings on
them that he then implored Heaven. Still, on, on; it came,
and he was forced to raise his head to keep as long as possi-
ble from death; his reason was almost gone, his breath

o Il



94 . The Fzsue) num.v SRS

grew feebie, lns limbs chill ;- he pan s firayers became
almost gurgling murmurs. ,The/ blgot] rushed to his head ;
Lis eye balls glared as if they w ouldstart from their sockets.
He closed them with an effort, andtiiought for the last time
on the home that would be s wretched! Horrible
images were before him—each swellidf the wave scemed
as if the tiends were forcing him dmmward, and the cry of
the sea bird was like their Velis overtheie victim. He was
gasping, choking, for. hg.jhad not,’ to keep his head
a%ove the wav s, ev eg@ment it; Was plashing upon him,
and ‘each convulsive start g¢hat followed only aroused him
to the conscmusness, if’ consciousness it could be called, that
the next plunge would be his last.
yMerciful powers!—at the very moment, when the
s?ren‘rth and spirit of a man had left him, and the cold
shudder of death had come on, he felt that the tide rose no
., higher. His cyes opened, closed, and a fearful laugh trou-
,ﬁﬂed the waters! They eddied in his throat, and the bub-
Lbl sifloated around his lips—but they rose no higher, that
e knew-—again and again his bosom heaved w ith a deep
sob as he drew in his breath, and gave it forth anew in
agony. A minute had passed since the salt sea touched his®
Lps :—this was impossible, if the tide still flowed : he could .
reason so much. He opened his eyes, and faintly murmur-
ed forth— Oh God, be merciful.” The flow of the ocean
had indeed ceased; there be still stood motionless ;' but
praying and w eepmtr-—thmkmo of his beloved home ‘and
hoping that his place there might not be for ever vacant.—
The waters in a short time aubsuled and he ‘was enabled
to stretch his chill limbs, and ‘to warm them by exercise.
Soon, the rock was left dry as before, and the fisherman
knelt down upon that desolate spot among the billows—hid
his face in his hands, and praised and blessed his Creator—
his Preserver!

Oh! it was the well known bark of his faithful dog that
he heard above the waves ; in another moment the creature -
was licking his pale cheek. He was saved—he was saved
—for his own boat had touched the shore, and his own boy
was in his arms! He had been drifted to the land, and had
easily found those who rowed hard for the chance ‘of sav ing
his father’s life.

Now, homeward, homeward! he exclaimed. Home-
ward, home\\ ard! echoed the child, and Neptune jumped
and barked: -at the welcome sound.

The fisherman’s family was still supplicating Providence
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g 'ﬂ?;pon the %;:ck that overlooked the decp, when the old
man started from his knees;and exclaimed—“We are heard'
% there is a speck upon the distant waters.”

}¥ ' « Where, where?” was echoed by the group ; and he
| pointed out what he hoped to be the absent boat! . They
eagerly strained theirieyes, but could see nothing : in & few
- “ minutes, however, all:perceived a sail ; still it was impos-

‘sible to tell the direction in which its course lay.

Then was the agohy “0f suspense ; it continued, however.
but for a short time; a boat wasievidently advancmg to;.
_wards the shore ; in a few mmﬁ;tes they &ould clearly per-.
ceive a man at the bow, waving hat above his dread, and
soon after the well known bark of Neptune was bome to
them by the breeze. The family rushed to the extremity.

z of the rude pier, and the loud huzza of the fisherman was
.?’ans‘w red by the « welcome, welcome,” of his father, and
the.almost inarticulate * thank God” of his wife. )

- And now all was joy and happinessin the cottage, where
there had been so much wretchedness ; the fisherman, his
boy, and his dog, were safe from the penls of the great deep;
3buthe would returnno answer to many questions, as to what
detained him so long beyond the usual hour of his re-
Ftare.— Wait, my wife, > said he, “until we have dressed
,and refreshed ourselves, and you -shall know all ; but be-
" fore we do either, let us bless God for his mercy, for out of
great danger bath he preserved me.”

Never was there a more sincere or more earnest prayer
offered up to the Giver of all goodness, than ascended from
that humble dwelling. And when the fisherman had told
his tale, how ferventlv did they all repeat the words that
had given them so much consolation in the morning :  fear-
le? let him be whose trust is in his God.”

——

¢ THE HOARY HEAD, A CROWN OF GLORY.”

A REMINISCENCE OF A MISSIONARY.
From the Church Regisler.

Soxx few years ago, the writer of this communication was
emploved ina distant inland town, as a missionary from the
. Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Pennsylva-
, hia, whose agents bave penetrated with the light of salva-
| tion the darkest and most maccessnble forests of the State.
. He had long been sucessfully employed in his own particular
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g erdogte
- mission, before he had ever heard that there haﬂ*onccﬁh .
a regularly established congregation of the Protestant Epis-
copal ‘ Church,, distant about twenty miles, amongst the
« dark blue hilfs.” On the reception of this intelligence,
A1he desire was immediately prompted to search after the
lost sheep of this scattered fold, and to endeavour to lead
them back into the green pastures of ordinances and meanps, .4
which are so abundantly supplied by the sacred-institutions
and holy ministrations of our venerable church. i
Having previously signified his intention of visiting this
forsaken sanctuary, he at length proceeded to the vicinity,
which forms one of the most beautiful and pleasing spots of *
a wild and romantic district, The Church he found*an
humable structure of stone, which had been erected by the
pious liberality of a gencration of Episcopalians, who bad
then chiefly cmigrated to the peaceful regions of the tombas:
It was situated in the opening of a deep and shady del "‘i
near the banks of a spacious and rapid river, and ¥as en- ;*
vironed by all the “pomp and circumstanceé” of the mest -
majestic-natural scenery—rocks, hills and cataracts,—and
all, the best calculated that can be imagined, to lead the.
thoughtful and reflecting spirit of man, from * nature up gz\
nature’s God.” But sublime and inspiring as was the na<,
tural scenery of the place,—I must confess that the interest ,
which it awakened in the mind of the missionary, was less™
than that subsequently created by the contemplation of, a
moral image that stood hoary as the snow clad peak amid
the scene: an old Christian pilgrim it was—a venerable
relic of the departed glory of that ancient temple,—who,
now tottering in limb and faltering in accent, had witnessed
the fluctuating and troublesome tumults of more than four-
score years. This venerable man dwelt in an humble habi-
tation hard by the Christian sanctuary, which the zeal of
his early days had no doubt been conspicuous in rearing ;
like an old patriarch, he was surrounded, within the com-
pass of a few miles, by ninety or a hundred of his own family
and descendants, a plain, honest and unlettered race. The
character of the individual himself, which exhibited a heart
long subdued by the principles of religion and imbued with
the mfluences of divine grace; his general abstraction from
the ordinary and anxious cares of life, ¢ prayer all his busi-
ness, all his pleasure praise;” and his ripeness and meet-
ness for a kingdom of glory, founded in the patient resigna-
tion of his soul, in his humble confidence, and ardent hopes
of future bliss ; struck me on a short acquaintance forcibly,
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as a loud and lively respapse to the expressive language of
the-surrounding grandeur|of nature’s scenery.

¢ Behold what wond God hath wrought!” In the
course of my midistry I Iiqve never yet found a fairer eluci-
dation of the passage of holy writ, which stands at the head
of this article, “the hoary\head is a crown of glory when
found in the ways of righteousness;”” than was presented in
the deportment of this venerable personage, and none who
hath better sustained the character of a ¢ devout man:”
and I rejoice to add, as dnother evidence of the invaluable
nature of our religious institutions when faithfully persever-
ed in, that this holy character was strictly formed upon the
doctrines, views and formularies of that church, which we
most love to recommend as an ark, graciouslyjprovided for
the salvation of sinners, and for the edification“and comfort
of Christians.

At my first infroduction as a minister of the Protestant
Episcopal Church come to officiate in the deserted sanctu-
ary, the eyes of the old man seefmed to glisten again with
joy.-  But his present and most pressing concern was
quickly lost in his solicitude to know something of the gen-
eral state of the church and of its prospects. When I had
satisfied these anxious inquiries, and informed him that I
was organising with prospects of success an Episcopal
congregation within the distance of twenty miles, be broke
out in strains of thankfulness, not wunlike those of the aged
Simeon, *that his humble prayers for his church had been
answered, and its ministrations were more likely to be now
brought near him and his, than he had ever before expected
they would be ;”” for until now this little congregation had
been too remote from any Episcopal church, to permit it
to unite in employing a minister, and it was too feeble of
tself to support a stated and frequent service.

Being confined by age and infirmities within the walls of
bis habitation, this old servant of God, was almost continu-
ally occupied in heavenly mindedness, and in pouring forth
to the throne of grace the various devotional services of the
liturgy, which his dim eyes could yet trace out in the folio
editions of the little church, and of which he was made the
careful depository ; indeed you could scarcely ever at any
time break in upon the seclusion of this venerable saint,
without finding hiin perusing the penitential and devout
writings of the holyI psalmist, or in praying the litany and
other portions of the Prayer Book. The rest of his little
library consisted of Archbishop Sharp’s works, Hervey’s
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Sermons, and some charch journals and tracts which had
been dropped there by some missionary ; but whose visita-
tions, like those of angels, were “ few and far between.”
At the first appointment of the missionary, the notice
having been short, only a few assembled at the dwelling of
the old gentleman ; where a service was performed, such
as expgdiency suggested, and a brief discourse delivered.—
But atthe second visit; by more extensive notification, a
largezcongregation was assembled in the church ; when it
was discovered that in consequence of the long lapse of
time since service had been duly celebrated, there were few
or none to undertake the responses. The old man referred
to, who had had himself: conveyed thither, was left alone to
undertake #le “performance, with the minister, of the‘sub-
lime/liturgf® This he undertook, with the exception of the
/psa]ter, for which his dimness of sight had become too
great, and his memory too frail; but I cannot easily forget
the interesting occurrences of that celebration. The old
man had proceeded with me through the confession with a
slow and broken vo'\cs, I had read myself a selection and a
chapter ; but when that sublime and inspiring anthem, the
“Te Deam,” was commenced,—it was not without a mov-
ing effect upon thefeelings of the venerable clerk, who fal-
tered out a few responsive sentences, and then sunk in tears
to his seat, ejaculating praise to God, but overpowed by the
emotions which invaded his rejoiced and sanctified breast.
The strong emotions thus excited, communicated themn-
selves generally and electrically to the attentive assembly ;
along with the rest, the minister’s voice was hushed into
silence by tears, and an intensely interesting pause inter-
rupted, for awhile, the sacred performances of the day.
This little occurrence may seem to some too trivial to be
recorded, and no just indication of any genuine religious
feeling amongst the people,—it may be true,—but the writer
could not but regard it as some of the “small seed sown in
the field,” and as the renewal of the hopes of the congrega-
tion. It interested their feelings, and awoke their zeal for
the church! From that time, the services of a missionary
were secured, children were brought into the church by
baptism, praver books were distributed, the responses were
duly made, music was cultivated as an auxiliary to devo-
tion, a congregation that had been scattered and dispersed,
was re-assembled, and the house of God, which had been
shut, and its silence unbroken by the performance of our
beautiful and interesting liturgy, "was destined to be filled
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again by numbers, often too great for its accommodations,
uniting in its sober and chastened devotions, Though timie
in its rapid flight has.left a long interval between those days
and the present,—and though the venerable head of kim to
whom allusion is made in this paper, has long since been -
pillowed on the cold lap of earth, the little sanctuary which
was forsaken, is still supplied, 1s flourishing according to
report in numbers and piety ; and the curicus travelierwho™
goes to contemplate nature’s stupendous scengs’n the vici-
nity, with other interesting accompanimen(s, is now fre-
quently arrested on the joyous Sabba#h morn, with the
praises of the Redeemer, chaunted b¥ choral voices, rising
up in melodious concert with gife organ’s solemn tones to
heaven, and mingling with tl¢ music of the skj Y.

/

THE TYRYING HOUR.
From Whagton's Dcath-bed Scencs.

It was a cold stormy Hay, and the front of the cotiage
was much ‘exposed, with a western aspect, from which
quarter the wind was thédp blowing. 1 knocked, but no-

body answered, so I openey the door myself, and in rushed
the blast: and the curtain of\plankets and coverlets began
some unfortu-

to flap about, and to whistle Lk
nate ship caught in a burricane. elased_the door againf™
with what speed I could, but it demanded my strength®’
.todoit. Then I considered how to penetrate the barmer;’
and soon espying where a coverlet and a blanket met, and’
were fastened together with a large pin, after {aking out
tie pin I held them asunder with my two hands, and stoop-
ing under the live from which they were suspended, I was
at once in the presence of poor Martha, who was lying
upon her bed in the farthest corner of the room. Not a
creature was with her, but she had a fire, and by her bed-
- side a small table with an orange or two upon it, and a jug
full'of toast and water. Instantly the conversation which
I once bad with her in ‘the time of her/mother’s sickness
flashed across my mind ; and alas! I thought, she has no
tongue of dear friend or relation to sooth her; no counte-
nance to rest upon with delight, as she turns her eyes around
this desolate apartment ; no hand, such as she might wish,
to spread the pillow under her aching head. Her treacher-
ous husband has ruined and abandoned her; she is sinking
prematurely under his crimes. Her mother is gone to her

e the sails of
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long home, from whence there is no return hither to help
those who tarry behind. Her father is in a distant poor-
house, which she had once dreaded so much for herself]
without the means, if he had the strength, to travel so far
to close her eyes, and lay her in her grave.

. Whilst I was making . these mournful reflections I bad
advanced close to the bed, but 1 did not attempt to speak ;
my heart was too full for utterance. She relieved me a
little by beginning herself, and, although with a faint voice,
yet in a much more cheerful tone than I had ventured to

‘expect. “God bless you, sir!’ she said, “a thousand
times, for coming so soon to see me : I am in no great pain,
sir, but this sickness is for death, I am sure of it.” «“If
God’s wilLbe so, Martha,” 1 replied, ¢ you will submit to

,it, I am cofffident, with_a pious, humble resignation; you

. will not falsify in a few morments the conviction and the
preparation of years. God has visited you with many sor-
rows and heavy afflictions, and when you knew him you
said, Thy will, O God, be done! When he comes to visit
you again to release you from your labours, and to wipe the
tears from yout eyes, your speech will not be different. On

* the contrary, enlivened by the Christian’s hope, and encour-
aged by your Redeemer’s’ promises, and leaning upon his
merits, you may well exclaim with ‘joy, ¢It is the bride-
groom who cometh, let me go forth to meet bim; I am
I.ead’-.) b2

As I spoke in this manner the tears coursed each other
down her cheeks ; but at length she answered, “If I am
not ready, sir—if [ cannot cry out with joy, come, Lord
Jesus—it is not because I would dispute God’s will ; no,
good sir, I am not now so ignorant, or mad ; I bow toit; I
adore it. But the painful remembrance of what I once was
—a murmurer against that will, and an accuser of my God
—with a spirit full of hatred and vengeance against a
wretched fellow-creature—a poor worm like myself—the
remembrance of these things (Oh, painful, painful, painful!)
checks my desire of leaving this world, because it abates
my hopes in the next. But you are the minister of conso-
lation, sir, and you will console me, if you can do it, and
vet speak the words of truth.” ““I can do it,” I said,

‘“with truth and justice, my poor friend. By the gracious
terms of the gospel, God considers what you are, not what
you have been. He considers what he himself has made
you, by the workings of his Holy Spirit, and by the disci-
pline of his Proridence ; not what yvou were, when you
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lived in ignorance of him and of his laws ; and, oh ! merci-
ful and good, he wiil reward his own deed ; he will exalt
you to that station for which he has qualified you by his
own power. You might have been lost indeed, if you had.
been left to yourself; but by a wonderful train of provi-
dences, he rescued you from your perilous condition; he
tried you, as gold is tried, in the sharp fire of adversity, he
purged away the dross; he refined you; he brought you
out of the furnace pure and bright; he bhas fitted you to
shine as the stars for ever. It is natural enough, when
death, as you suppose, draws nigh, and the great mortal
change is about to bappen, that you should look back with
sorrow upon the offences which you once committed against
God ; and although you yourself have repentediof them
and forsaken them, and your Redeemer has washéd: them
away with his precious blood ; although the Holy Ghost has
implanted it you new principles and new desires, from
whence have sprung new actions, ,and a new life—it is na-
tural enough, that, like St. Paul, reflecting upon what you
did, even in ignorance, a shade of trouble and uneasiness
should darken a little the. prospect which is before you, and
which otherwise might have been too bright to bear : when
you are going to meet God, it is natural enough, that you
should grieve, that you ever grieved him; that you ever
despised, or neglected, or abused infinite goodness and
mercy ; but when you come into his presence, you will see
no cloud resting upon his countenance to dim the_ glorious
light of it ; the very sight will infuse into you at once unut-
terable joy ; and you will be conscious in an instant that all
is pardoned, all forgotten, all swallowed up and lost in the
mighty rivers of bliss which will low_for ever.”

Here 1 stopped ; for I was overpowered by my own pic-
ture, and could not proceed: and it would be difficult to
say which was affected most, Martha, or myself ; but1 was
the first to recover.—Her’s were tears of joy, which needed
but to be indulged ; mine were from some other source, not
easily defined ; but they were to be repressed, because they
drowned the exertions of duty. I did repress them, and
then continued thus :—

“ Your lowliness of mind, my poor Martha, will be dear
and acceptable to God. Do youremember how he speaks
of himself? ¢ Thus saith the high and lofty one, that inhabi-
teth eternity, whose name is holy ; I dwell in the high and
holy place ; with him also, who is of an humble and con-
trite spirit.” This, you perceive, is the temper which God
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will bless, and sanctify with his presence. You are right,
therefore, in abasing yourself before Aim, as we all who are
but dust and ashes might well do; we whd have nothing of
our own whereof to glory. Whatever we_are, it is of
God’s grace alone, and not of ourselves. Where then is
there any room for boasting ; for presumption or pride? 1t
must all be utterly cast down: God abhors it; the meck,
and the lowly, and the trembling alone shall be lifted up,
and stand before him at the last day with joy. You arc
one of these, Martha ; and their lot shall be yours.”

By this time my poor patient was able to speak ; but I
cannot put what she said, without destroying its force, inlo
a cohcrent sentence. It was a mixture of thanks to my-
self, of jejaculations to heaven, of confessions of unwortlii-
ness, ofifaith and trust' in her Saviour, .of prayer for the
assistance and comfort of the Spirit, of carnest longings,
and devout aspirations after immortality. MMy pea cannot
worthily Tecord it ; but it was heard, no doubt, and written,
and recorded above. Nothing could properly follow it on
my part but prayer; so reaching her prayer book-from her
pillow, and kneeling down by the bed-side, T began almost
involuntarily the service for the burial of the dead. Inax
common case, this would have been strikingly ill-timed;
but hiere, the two first at least of the introductory sentences
suited me admirably, and with them I stopped. The senti-
ments themselves, so consolatory te one whose days bave
been passed here in sorrow ; so descripfive of a lively un-
shaken faith in the doctrine of the resurrection of the bedy,
from the dust and destruction of the grave, to a more
glorious state in another and a better world ; these senti-
ments, and the tone with which I pronounced them—the
first passage with the tone of authority, and the second of
exuliation—confirmed her in her principles, and still more
clevated her thoughts. The psalm, upon which I fell next,
the 91st, did the same ; but many parts required consider-
able alteration to adapt it to the purpose. [ then read the
collect in the comnunion of the sick, with alterations ; also
the Lord’s Prayer, and the benediction at the end of the
visitation service. This being done, I rose.
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/
THE GOSPEL MINISTRY.
Firom Bishop Ravenscroft’s late ('In;mc to his Clergy.

Tue Christian ministry being an appointment of Almighty God, for the benefit of
redcem@d man, the ion between the pastor and his flock is spiritual in its
nature—refers exclusively to the care oftheir souls, and has no concern with
their temporal affairs, only as these affect their religious condition. Its object
and purposc is sccordingiy expressed in Scripture the word edification,

which comprises instruction, exhortation, warning, reproof, correction, and ex-
ample—and as uecessary, indeed indispensable, ‘preliminaries, knowledge,

cxperience, piety, and authority  So very obvious is this, as justly to excite
surprisc, that the qualifications derived from education should come to be so lightly
esteemed, and the importance of a lawful commission disregarded, by any who

call themselves Christians. Yet it is the unhappy condition of much of Christen-"
dum, as well as of our own country, to labour under the delusion,that piety,how-

ever ignorant, with pretensions to the ministerial office destitute of ;all proof,

indeed utterly incapable of any other proof than the mere assertion of the party

—are safe and allowable substitutes for such plain and necessary prerequisites in

whoever undertakes to act between God and man in the high concerns of
saivation. .

This office being spiritual in its nature, and concerned exclusively with spiri-
tual things, must be derived from God, there being no other source of spiritual
commupication and authority to mankind but God the Holy Ghost. Being
derived from God, it must be the object of faith, that is, of firm and deliberative
confidence, that it is thence derived. And being the object of faith, it must be
«rounded on, and be in conformity with, the revealed word of God ; that being
to men the only ground and rule of faith as to all spiritual things—God himself
excepted who is necessarily prior to, and independent of, any communication of
himself to created beings.

Considered in this light, which is submitted as the just and scriptural view of
the naturc and object of Christian ministry, the high responsibiiity of the pastoral
ofiice is evidenced by its origin, its purpesc, and by the sanctions wherewith it is
enforced. And as the responsibility of the office refers chiefly to you, my brethren
of the clergy ; and its importance and use refers in like manner to you, my bre-
thren of the laity, 1sballbe guided by this distinetion in what Ipropose tosay
on this subject. .

First, its origin. This being divine, and the ofice to be no otherwise under-
taken, than by the direct influence of God the Holy Ghost—imagination can
ascend, po higher, as respects either the respousibility or dignity of the Christian
priesthood. ~As Ambassadors fiom Christ, aud acting in his stead, in the awful
coutrosersy between heaven and earth, occasioned by sin ; as intrusted with the
ministry of reconciliation, and authorized to declare the conditions, and tc adini-
nister the divinely instituted pledges, of pardeil and acecptance, to a world that
lieth in rebellion and wickedness, your office, my reverend brothers, is eminently
one of unceasing labour, of constant watchfulness, of deep anxiety, and of
umhaken fidelity, requiring that entire surrender of yourselyes to this great work,
and that abiding sense of the responsibility syou are under, without which the
expectation is vain that it will be so exercised as to be profitable either to your-
selves or to others. But it is likewise an office in which the most powerful
motives to exertion are presented and supported by the brightest hopes, the
most unfailing assurances ; and cnergy and activity in the performance of duty,
are prompted and encouraged by the highest considerations which an accountable
being cant contemplate.  The balance, therefore, is held with an even hand, by
the wisdom of God, in this appointment. As your responsibility is great, so is
vour help mighty—as vour labuur is unceasing, so your wages are beyond all price
—as your privations are many, so are your consolations firm and steadfast as his
word, who hath promised to be with you always, even unto the end of the
world.
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! Of the same divine character is the evidence by which the designation of par.
' ticular persons to this office acd winistcy, by the Holy Ghost, is certified 1o

! men. 'The ministerial office being for the benefit of third persons, in things
pertaining to God, must, from the very nature of the office, be the subject matter
of proper proof, that it is detived from him ; otherwise that Gith, ¢ withou

{‘ which it is impossible to please God,™ and according to which the effect of the.

’ ordinances of religion, as divinely instituted means of grace, is expressly Liniiied,

| must be wanting, and its place be supplied, either by the formality of custemary
! asseat, or by the enthusiastic workings of an unbalabced mind, rushing without

. discer t to the d of spiritual bencfit. Hence, at the com-
mencement of Christianity, miraculous gifts pointed out to an astouisbed world
the particular persons to whom Cheist kad presiously committed the charge of
cstablishing and governing his Church. These were incontestable proofs of a

v divine commission—and it was té these that the apesties referred the obligation
of Jew and Geantile to believe and embrace the Gaspel. The first ministers of
Christ t not forth claiming to be sent of God without credentials suitable to
their high and holy ofice. The world was net required to beliese them oa their
naked assertion that they were called of God, and sent to preach the Gospel.—
Nor is it now required to receive any, as ministers of Christ, upon so uncertain
3 sccurity as an unsupported and unprovable assertion.  For, as Christ’s commis-
sion to teach and baptize the mations was originally certified to the world by
miraculous attestation to his apostles persozally,s” it is only as derived from them,
by a verifiable succession, that a true and lawfal ministry is to be ascertaincd sinee
wiracles have ceased. And as the fact is equally certain to third persons, by
the one testimony as by the other, the ground of Christian assurance is neither
changed or lessened, nor the obligation of the efiicacy of religious ordipances
iwpaired. And let it nefer be forgoiten, my revercud and lay brethren, that
the revealed refigion of the Lord Jesus Christ, from its commencement to its
closc, in all its appointments, in all its requirements, in all its attainments, and
in all its hopes, is a reasonable service, resting upon divine faith, pervadizg its
whole structure. [Its ministry and sacraments, then, as jntegral parts of the
religion, aund without which it cannot be savingly administered, must jor ever
derive their authority and eficacy from divine institution; and the assurasce of

" faith prove a delusion, or a reality, according as it is built upon the foundation
Christ hath laid, as exhibited to the world by his holy apostles—received and
acted upon by the primitive church, and recorded in the inspired Scriptures of
our faith—or as it is assumed upon some invention of man, utterly devoid of that
testimony to divine origin and autherity, upon which alone a rational being is
presumed to rest the unspeakabie interests of his cternal condition.

To plage the ministerial office, then, upon any other, or upon lower
ground, than as derived fzom God, is at once to vacate the responsibility of the
office to him who holds it, and to defeat its use and eficacy to those for whoe
henefit it is instituted. For, if less thao divine in its origin, it is not perccived
how any man can, with truthand understanding, say, that he is mosed by the
Holy Ghost to undertake it.  Or, where the only proper testimony to this divine
origin is wauting, how any thing deserving the name of Christian assurance
can be derived to those whose spiritual condition is inseparably connected with
the visible sacramants of the sisible Church of Christ. Nor need we be in the
smallest degree afraid to assign the Iow und ertoncous views us to the origin
and proof of the Christian ministry, which the divisions and separmtions amoag
Christians have foreed into currencr, as one of the chief cawes of the distegard
of religious ordinances, and isdiffercnce to, and distse of, the instituted means of
grace and of the consequent decline of vital godliness, which casts so awfula
shade over the otherwise happy conditiun of this fasoured cuuntrs.

., But, my reverend brethern, itis a part of the responsibility of your sacred
office, to maguify that ofice—not only by adoming your dirine commiston as
ambassadors of Cheist, and stewards of the mysterics of God, by a haly life,
aud by unwearied and faithiul ctertioas for the advancement of his hingdom,
but, by asserting its high derivation, and by demonstrating its inseparable con-
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nection with' the revealed hope of the Gospel. o be silent on this funda.
mental gilbject to those of your charge, is to be unfaithful to them, and unjust
to yolfiselves ;' while it scrves to cherish the delmion in others, that becauss
pretentions to ministerial charmacter, unsupported by verifiable succession from
the apostles of Christ, as the only root of unity in his visible Church, sre un-
guestioned, that therefore they may be relied on. - We can look back, my
reverend brothers, on a wide and wasteful desolation of the fold of Christ, threugh
remissness on this primary and fundamental subject. Let past expericnce,
then, teach us to pursue a wiser course for the time to come. We can look
forward to .a most powerful host of prejudice and party arrayed against.us ; but _
let us not therefore be cast down. Truth must at Jast prevail over error-—and by
turning the public mind to a sounder judgment on the important subject of
religion prepare the way for its final trumph over all oppesition, and for
t‘l:mt upion among Christinns, which forms the beantyand the strength of the
ospel.
If we consider, in the second place, the purpose of the ministry, the view
here taken "of its origin, and of the proof by which it is vexified, will, it is
* humbly conceived, be confirmed.  Now this purpose is three-fold The first is,
the communication of the discoveries of the Gospel to mankind, in order to
recover them from thelruin and misery of sin, and from cternal death, as jts
wages. The sccond is, to transact the conditions of this recovery, by recciving
the submission of penitent sinners, and by administesing to such, the divinely
instituted pledges of pardon and adoption into the fainily of Ged. The third
is, to watch over the household of faith, thus gathered into one hody ; to pro-
vide for their instruction in righteousness, and to exercise the discipline of Christ
for the peace and edification of the church. Now, to either of these purposes
singly—and much more to all of them collectively, as the sum of ministerial
duty—a divine commision and authority to act, is indispensable, prior to any
performance of the duty. For,4¢ How shall they preach, except they be
sent?” Or, who has any patural right to administer the sacrament of the
Gospel 2 Or, who are bound to submit themselves to discipline, where no
lawful authority to inflict censure is possessed 2 Above all, who will be found
h _to regard the discipline of Christ, unless upon the firm persuasion, amounting to
“fixed faith, that to be justly cut off from the peace and privileges of his vimble
church upon earth, is a virtual excision of such person from the cburch of the
first-born which are written in heaven. -

Evident as this must be to every reasonable mind, and confirmed as it is by the
analogies of all social bodies, the subject presents itself with the highest interest
to the consideration of believers, when viewed as the express appointment of the
wisdom of God, in the structure of that religion which he hath revealed to fallen
man for his salvation. In that religion, as established by its divine Author, the
unity of the church, and the assurance of faith, are inseparably connected with
Christ’s commission topreach amd baptize the mpations, But this commission
was not given tothe whole body of believers who emb d the Gespel during his
personal ministry—por yet to his church, properly so called ; for the church of
Christ was not organized and set up in this world until the day of Pentecost.—
Christ’s commission wasgiven exclusively to the eleven, who continued with him
in his temptations, and with whom he continned for forty days after his resurrec-
tion, ¢¢speaking to them of things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” It was to
them, and tothem only, thatihe said, ¢ Asmy father hath sent me, evenso Isend
you" His passion’'being plished, the purchase of redemption completed,
and a kingdom conquered from sin and death, then it was that he conferred on
the eleven, and on their successors to the end of the world, authority to plant
and govern his church. ¢ I appoint unto you & kingdom, as my father hath unto
me,”—<¢ All power is given unto me in heaven and upon earth,’ said the Saviour,
—¢¢ Go ye therefore into all.the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.
“ He that believeth.and is.baptized shall be saved ;——he that believeth not shall
be damned.” It was when his resurrection had demoustrated his triumph over
death and hell, that he tranaferred his divine commission to his'eleven apostles;
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that he ¢‘breathed on them, and said unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.—
YWhosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and whosesoever sing’
ye retzin, they are retained.” And it was when his glorious ascension into heaven
had established his supreme dominion over a redeemed world, that he poured
out upon them the Holy Ghost, toqualify .them for their great ¥ork, and to
certify to the world that they were messengrers of heaven, and the depositories of
all lawful authority inthe kingdom of God’s dearson. - L

In like manner, the sanctions by which ministerial duty is enforced; furnish a
strong confirmation of the divine character of the Christian priesthood, and of its
vital importance to the hope of man, as derived from the Gospel of Christ.  As
450 man taketh this honour unto himself but he that is called of God, as was
Aaron,” the sanctions by which its dutics are bound upon the conscience, are
all of a spirituai and eterpal character. ¢ My kingdom is not of this }vorld,"
sid our biessed Lord. This world, thercfore, and the things that are in it are
equally excluded from the motives to undertake office in the kingdom of Christ,
and from the sanctions by which official duty is enforced. Eternity alone-can--
furnisk the reward, or inflict the punishment, which await the faithful, or the un-
faithful steward of the mysteriesof God. As nothing of a temporal pature enters
into the derivation of the Christian ministry—nothidg of worldly enjoyment ar
mffering is referred to, as the end to be kept in view. You watch for sou’s, my
reverend brothers, and for souls you must give account, not with the loss or gain
of worldly honours, dignities, and emoluments, but with your own soulss. There
is no alternative~~there is no escape from this condition, on shich you hold and

exercise your holy office. .

If, then, these things are so, and most surely belicved among us—if they are
confirmed by the standard of revealed truth, and by the stremn of testimeny in
the church, unbroken from the aposties through a period of fiftcen bundred years,
and subsequently asserted and contended for by the confessors, martyrs and
fathers of that church, through which we derive our succession—if they form the
distinctive principles of our communion, and constitute the very foundation on
which we can either claim or be recoguized as a true branch of the one Catholie
and Apostolic Church, in which we profess to believe—they surely form u part
of that necessary edification which the pastor owes to his flock, and without which
the expectation is vain, as woeful espericnce proves to us, that they should
continue steadfast, and be enabled to resist the various artifices now resorted to,
ta bring these fandamental principles into contempt, as illiberal and uncharitable,

. as infringements upon Christian liberty, and unsupported by the word of God.
These are daring assertions, and though totally unfounded, and demonstrably
pposcd to the plai principles of the doctrine of Christ, nevertheless, the
temerity and peitinacity with which they are announced, have given them an
influence over the ignorant and prejudiced, tinder the operation of which the
gracious purposes of an infallible Seripture, a visible Church, and a divinely
authorized Ministry, in the salvation of sinners, are deprived of their appointed
use and the various shades of infidelity ave fast ripening thosc bitter fruits of irre-
ligion and departure from God, which shall complete the predicted apostacy of
this latter day. . ,

Shall we, then, my reverend brothers, become accessary to this moral death
of the immortal souls around us, by witkholding from the ignorant that instruc-
tion which they will no where else receive—and from the presumptuous, that
warning without which their blood will be required at our hands 2 May God
forbid. Shall we sit with folded hands, and see the church of our faith and ouc
affections declining around us, under the influence of an infidel liberality, which
claims the concession, and brands as unchristian and uncharitable, the refusal to
acknowledge the most opposite systems of fuith, as equally the doctrine of
Christ—the most forced and discordant interpretations of Scripture, as equally
the truth of God’s most holy word—and the multiplied and disagreeing divisions
of professed Christianity, as equally true branches of the church of Christ,
equally entitled to the promises of God, and equally safe for salvation—without
an cffort in the fear of God to arrest 10 deadly a delusion? No, my fcllow
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labourers in the vineyard of the Lord, far be such apathy and indifference to the
interests of our Zion, {rom our hearts and from our conduct. Let us, then,
take the sword of the spirit, and the shield of faith, and go forth against this
modern Baal, to which so many of our sons aad daughters have beea sacrificed,
These are strictly the weapons of our warfare, and theyare mighty; through God,
to pull down the strong holds of Satan. Especially are they mighty to meet this
particular error, in all its various shapes ; for it is from a broken and perverted
Scripture only that it derives any semblanice-of support. :
The relation in which this sacred ofiice stands to the members of the church,
comes next to be considered. © . . R
This has already been ‘stated to be purely spiritual, and, as such, to be of 'a
more sacred character than the mere consent and agreement of the parties, to
stand in this relation to each other, could possibly give to it. A connection
whose rcsults are to be determined chieflj| in another life, and with which the
peace aod comfort of the present life are very closely uhited, must undoubtedly
carry along with it the highest claims to the serious consideration of every Chris-
tian people. For it is not a connexion of choice or convenience merely, but one
of indispensable necessity, without which, the advantages of religious condition .’
can neither be obtained or continued. . . - .
Viewed in this light, which is submitted as the just and scriptural view of the
subject, the first-obligation which this divine appointment for the administration
of the grace of the Gospel to men involves, is that men provide themselves with
ministers. No body of Christian people can continue to prosper in their religious |
concerns, when deprived, for any length of time, of the services of the sanctuary. *
And experience proves, that the most fourishing congregations quickly decline
from the power of religion, and dwindle into utter decay, under this privation.
The next obligation involved is, that the persons thus employed to minister to
the spiritual wants of the pgople, be truc and lawful ministers of Christ. And
this obligation rests upon the same ground of. reason aud propriety, whereby all
other agencies are held to be valid or void, viz. power and authority from the
principal to act in his behaif. As in temporal affairs, no qualifications for any
particular office, however great ; no desire to do good, and promote the welfare
of the community, however sincere ; nor yet any willingness on the part of others,
to reap the benefit of such qualificatiops, can confer the right to assume office,
and bind the state to recognize acts thus performed. In lihe manner in things
spiritual, no qualifications of natural or acquired ability, however great ;. no
piety, howeser ardent ; no acknowledzment or solicitation of others, liowever
general, can authorize the assumption of office in the kingdom of Christ, or give
any reasonable ground of assurance, as to the benefit fo be derived from it ; for
the benefit or advantage to third persons is as inscparably ticd to the authority
to perform the act, in things religious, as in the affuirs of civil life. And just as
certainly as confusion, disorder, and ultimate dissolution of the frame and purpose
of civil government, would follow the adoption of the principle, that the qualifi-
cations for, or the desire to fill, an office, authorized the assumption thereof, and
rendered the actings and doings of such agents obligatory upon the state, so sure
it is, that the samc disastrous consequences will follow the adoption of this prin-
ciple in the administration of the Gospel. “And so obvious is this principle to
cownmon sense, and so clear the analogy by which it is supported, that it way
well excite sonie feeling stronger than surprise, that Christians, with the Bible in
their hands, should ever have given countenance to so palpable a delusion ; and
.in particular, that Episcopalians should so far have been blinded by this deceit,
as to allow their prime distinctions as a religious body to be undermined, under-
valued, and finally exploded, by its operation. Yet that it exists among us, and
is even contended for by sonic to an extent which, if not arrested, must sink the
church iuto a sect, I have such painful preof, as has made it my duty thus to
notice it, in the huatbie bops, through ths divine blessing, that 2 plain, though
necessarily brief statement of the orizin znd proof of ministeiial commission in
the church of Christ, ard of its close cozzectioz with the coxfort and assurance
of Christian hope, might establah the beticeving, confirm the wavering, and recall
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to a better mind those who bave been sedueed into seatiments so libeml, us, in
their legitimate A\ y to te the hope of the Gospel as a revelation

, from God. . ’

And notwithstanding the sumbers who assert these liberal novelties—notwith-
standing the reproach which attends those who denounce them as dangerous and
destructive errors—I should be false to my solemn consecration vows, and to
your etersial interests, my brethren of this convention, did I fail to assert, and to
warn you, that the question of ministerial commissionisa vital question ; that is,
& question of the essence of revealed religion, and fundamental to the hope of
the Gospel. For, this hope cannot be scparated from the sacrameats of the
visible church, any more than the sacraments can be separated from the right to
administer them, as things pertaining to God. If men can be saved without the
sacraments of the ehurch of Christ, where they may be had, wherefore werc they
ordained by Christ himself for perpetual obser , and wh their acknow-
ledged character as means of grace to the souls of men ? And if they are equally
sacraments and means of grace, with'and without the authority of Christ to ad-

inister them, wherefore the institution of a visible church, to be entered into,
and continued in, no otherwise than by participation of the sacraments, rightly
administéred by men duly commissioned to act as stewards of the mysteries of,
God? These are questions which bring thix subject home to the reason and to
the i of every si and informed Christinn, and are calculated to

__fortify the less informed. against the plaxible, but unfounded reasooings by which

pmany have heeq ledawny from the truth, -

other grounds, on which to show the fallacy of all such
truth and order.  On the principle here argued
against, dangerous to the souls of men—the unity of the
church ; the fellowship of believers in one body, by the operation of one spirit ;
and the assurance of faith ; all of them fundamental doctrines of Christ’s religion,
are no longer blessed and comfortable realities in religious condition, grounded
on the divine character of the church, the ministry, and the sacraments, as the
channels of that grace through which the beart has been renewed to God, and
the life recovered from sin to holiness ; but mere imagipations and assumptions
of such benefits, grounded on ministrations incapable of being verificd as divine
and true, and consequently not to be relied ou, in the awful concemn of the loss
or salvation of the soul. ’ N

On this libem] principle, instead of one body and one spirit, onc Lord, one
faith, onc baptism, which St. Paul asserts as the characteristic ot Christ’s religion,
there must be as many of each of these, as there are existing divisions in the faith
and order of the Gospel.

On this modomn system of general comprehensiop, it is not perccived possible
to gire any good reasou why every man may not be his own priest, and minister
to himsclf in spiritual things. For, if one division from the body of Christ is
justifiable, why not one hundred, or one hundred miltion ? If one man bas a
right to take the ministerial office unto himself, upen some impulse or persuasion
of his own mind, why not another, why not every other, until the church of
Christ is scattercd into the dust of individuality ? And if men, wational beings,
who have an-eternity of misery or bliss before them, on the specified conditions
of the Gospel, were but as watchfiul as to the security of their title to spiritual
privileges, as they are to that by which their temporal interests are held, no
place would have been found for the entertainment of this dangerous error.—
Nor would the sophistry wherewith it is attempted to be defended in the present
duy avail to qontinm: the delusion, could Christians be roused to compare spiri-
tual things with spiritual, to consider well the foundation on which they are
building for eteruity. and by bringing their entire religious condition to the stand-
&rd of revealed truth, thence be taught the important lesson, that as the faith
and order of the Gospel are equally from God, both must combine to give assur-
ance to the hope, which the Lord Jesus Christ has purchased by the sactifice of
the cross for a world of sinners.

A third obligation, growing out of the pastoral relation, is, that the members
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of the church attend regularly on his ministeations ; that they. make)‘iu?ﬁtéé.' <y
quainted with their spirtual condition, and consult freely with him thereupon’y i+
that they hear with reverence, and judge with candour, his expositions of Chris~’ %2
tian doctrine, and his admonitions and exhortations to holiness of life; and that
they practise diligently the duties and obligations of Christian profession:;

This is so plnin an obligatiou, or rather, class of obligations, and so indispen-

sable to any reasan or use in'the ministerial office, that it may sufice merely to
state it, with this single remack, Thus to improve the advantages of the external
ordinances of Christianity, is not only a religious obligation, but it is the only
ground on which any veasonable expectation can be entertained of edification
and establishment in the faith. St. Paul speaks of a class of Chiistiaus, as
abounding in the latter day,  who will not endure sound doctrine, but after
their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, baving itching eans’—
And he further informs us, what the certsin consequence would be : ¢ And they
shall turp away their ears from the truth,” says the apastle, ¢¢ and shall be -
turned unto fables.’”> 'Now as observation confirms the truth of this prediction,
50 should it incline us to take beed to the warning, nothing being better estab-
lished than the fact, that those persons who are so very liberal, orso.fond of
variety, as to attend the services of all denominations, do rarely or never them-
sclves make any profession of religion, or manifest any other sense of its'impor-
‘tance, than by thus running about to hear preachiug, as it is called ; and conse-
quently, they are ¢ ever leaming,,nud never able to come to the knowledge of
the truth,” as the same inspired apostle testifies. ..

A fourth obligation of the pasteral relation, is the deceat and comfortable sup-
port of their minister, in a suitable and certain provision for the temporal wants
of himself and his family. -

This, also, is so plain an obligation, and enforced by such express warrant of
God’s word, that the simpie mention of it might be suificicat, were it not that a
growing indifference os to this duty begins to msnifest itself, and suggests the
fear, that our clergy may be driven away by absolute inability to provide for their
necessary wants from their salaries.

That this is in some degree to be attributed to the present pecuniary pressure
upon all classes of the community, I have no doubt ; nor would I costend for acy
excmption of the clergy from the operation of those vicisitudes to which all
human affuirs ave liable. I times of public distress) they ought to submit te the ’

privations which are forced upon al; end I can apswer for my reverend brothers
of this diocese, that they will do it cheerfully. But where the remuneration
promised is farbelowa ¢ ble P tion for their services, and affords,

the best, but s subsistence, it ought not to be curtailed but on the most evident
necessity ; and Christinn parents need not surely be told, thata clergyman feels
the same anxieties for his growing family that others do—or that, as his family
incresses nnd grows up, bis expenses unavoidubly also increase. Above ally it
ought sacredly to be borne in wmind, that what is contributed to the support of *
religion, ought not to be the brst, and never thesole retrenchment of expenditure
among Christinus.

This is s delicate subject, my brethren of the lrity, both te you and to me, and
therefore ] forbear to exteud it. But ifit istaken into serious consideration, upon
Chsistian principles, what I have said will sulfice to produce a change in this
respect, creditable at once to yourselves as Christians, and encouraging to your

* ministers—nat because of the gain, but because it will manifest a more earnest
and lively seose of the importance of religion, and of your attachwment to the
church, which otherwise may, and will, be justly questioned.  Nothing, my
brethren, marks a dead and decaying state of religious profession more surely,
than backwarduess and indifference to provide for the regular services of the

sanctuary.
Permit, me, however, to observe—what I think is loudly called for by the
present pressure upon our ccclesiastical and civil condition, that vou owe 1t to
the community, both as Cheistians and as citizeas, to set the example of retrench-
ment in all those useless extravagancies of annual cxpenditure, which the fashion
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of the world bath entailed upon society, which is the real cause of the present
distress, and’ which thgeretributive providence of Almighty Ged is making the
instrument of a sore c#;tiscment. Eicess of apparel, fashionable decorution,
and profuse living, add nothing to our real comtort or respectability, my Chris-
tian brethren, while they take much from our nicans of doing good, are seriously
hostile to the inculcation of religious priuciple in the rising gencration, and
grievously'impaic the confidence vntertained of the truth and sincerity of our
Christian profession. .

Yt it therefure be put away from among us, as men and women professing
godliness ; and by so doing we shall be gainets every way —we shall speedily re-
lieve our temporal necessities, while at the same time we promote the adance-
ment of the church, by giving the most couvincing testimony to the purity and
sincerity of our faith, and to the power and tendency of our distinctive principles,
to enforce that holiness without which no many be his profession what it may,
shall ever see the Lord. -

Our danger, at the present time, seems to me to arise from a decline irrtie
spirit and poser of religion—fréin loose and erroneous views of the prescribed
and covenanted character of rgkealed religion—from consequent indifference to
our distinctive principles—an i an over-conformity with the spirit of the
world ; and if not arrested, must soon, and certainly, produce that moral death
which precedes the remoral of our light from the candlestick.  Against this dan-
ger, what is to be our resort, my brethren?  Anxiously have I cast about for the
most effectual remedy, and my judgment can find that, ro where under God, but
in a return to first principles.  These, through his blessing, may yet revive us to
the power of godliness, and sustain us against the opposition of our enemies—yea,
may return those enemies into fricnds and favourers of our righteous cause,
through the power of truth plainly announced, and faithfully exhibited in
practice.

Pardon me also, if I seem to any to have spoken more foreibly than the occa-
sion called for. Alas! wmy brethren, that the desire to conciliate, where ¢xpe-
rience demonstrates that concession only increases demand, should have so pre-
vailed, as to enervate aud neutralize the truth by the qualified and doubting
terms in which it is expressed. But a more powerful motive than the fear or the
praise of men constrains me. This may be my Jast address to a convention of this
diocese, of which frequently recurring discase, and increasing difficulty to relieve
the symptoms—ygive serious notice I thercfore have to speak as a dying man, to
those for whom he has to give account—recalling them, as Christians and church-
men, to those pure principles of primitive truth und order, which alone give to
the religion of the Gospel its practical importance as the prescribed institu-
tion of the wisdom of God for the sahation of sinners—which afone give to the
visible church, ministry, und sacraments, any definite purpose in the economy of
grace—which alone give to the faith of the Gospel its covenanted chanacter, and
to the hope of cternal life through the merits of the divine Saviour, the support
of divine assurance, On these principles, derived from the Bible, and from the
Bible alose—scarched for among the vatious accessible denominations of Chris-
tian profession, but Yound in their integrity only in the church—I shall go, God
Leing my helper, to my account. On these principles, professed and acted on,
or compromised and surrendered, will the church, the Protestant Episcopal
Church, flourish or decline—continue or melt away into a sect—and 1 commit
them to this convention for the diocese as the highest proof Ican give of my
deep and sincere concern for your spiritual and temporal welfare—with my enr-
:1}::1 pm,\elx’s to th% grn;at Head ol'dlhc (;‘lhurch, that, through his heavenly grace,

cy may be constdcred, approved, aud applied, only as the in agre
with bis revealod will pp ) pplied, only as they are in agrecment
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- EPISCOPACY IN CONNECTICUT.
From the Gospel _‘I;tscr.gcr.‘

2Max~y of the readers of the Messenger may not have had an
opportunity of perusing the life of Dr. Johnson, by the Rev.
Dr. Chandler. There are many facts of much interest con-
tained in this admirable piece of Biography, with which all
Episcopalians should be acquainted. Dr. Johnson, it should
be remembered, was a Congregational Minister, in Connec-
ticut, and with two others, Cutler and Brown, conformed
to the Church. Among the incidents connected with this
change of opinion and conduct, the following is related by
Dr.-Chandler :— .

At this period the Church of England bad scarcely any
existence 1 Connecticut. There were, indeed, about thirty
families in Stratford, chiefly from England, who professed
themselves members of it,and who had applied to the
society for a Minister ; and that venerable body, in conse-
quence of this application, ordered Mr. Pigot, whom they
had taken into their service, to reside at Stratford for a few
months. While he was there, Mr. Johnson waited on him,
in June, 1722, and, in the course of conversation, invited
him {6 make a visit to the college ; to which he consented,
and appointed the day. Mr. Johnson gave notice of this to
his friends, and they agreed to meet him there on that occa-
sion. On the day appointed they all met at the college;
and these gentlemen, in their conversation with Mr. Pigot,
did no more than express their charity and veneration for
the Church of England ; but this was so unexpected, and
so agreeable to Mr. Pigot, that he could not forbear giving
some hints of it among his people at Stratford.

By this time the frequent meetings, and the great intimacy
of these gent!g(men began to be noticed, and became the
subject of speculation. Some suspected that they were
about to apostatize into Arminianism, which was looked
upon as one of the vilest heresies ; and others went so far
as not only to utter their own suspicions, but to raise and
propagate several false reports concerning the principles of
these gentlemen. In short by the commencement following,
in the -month of September, the whole country was in an
alarm, and many of the people came to New-Haven, ex-
pecting some strange occurrences.

The trustees of the college, who highly esteemed all the
gentlemen, did not doubt but they would be able to clear
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themselves of every unfavourable suspicion. Accordingly,
the day after commencement, they sent for them, with no
other expectation, and with a_view of .removing the dark
apprehensions of the people. They were all requested to
meet the trastees in the college.library ; upon which Mr.
Cutler, Mr. Hart, Mr. Elliot, Mr. W%ittelsey, Mr. Wetmore,
Mr. Johnson and Mr. Brown made their appearance. The
examination was formal ; and they were desired, from the
youngest to the eldest, to declare the true state of the case
about which they were questioned. The declaration™of
some of them was, that they doubted the validity of Presby-
terian ordination ; and of the others, that they were fully
persuaded of the invalidity of it. The trustees were struck
with astonishment, and expressed the utmost grief and con-
‘cern. They desired that the declaration might be given
them in writing ; which was accordingly done. In return,
the trustees sent them a paper, in which they entreated
them to consider the matter again with great attention, and,
if possible, to get over their scruples, or, at worst, to desist.
This was in September, 1722, and the General Assembly
was to sit in October following.

In this interim, Governor Saltonstall, who had an esteem
and affection for these gentlemen, and was desirous of re-
claiming them from their errors, proposed that they and the
trustees should meet together, and argue the points in a
friendly manner, in his presence. They accordingly met
and disputed ; and he acted the. part of a moderator with
great candor and politeness. . .

The debate, for a considerable time, was managed with
decency by both parties; but-it soon appeared, that they
did not come together under equal advantages. The sub-
Ject was in a great measure new to the trustees, who had
never much considered, or studied the points in contro-
versy ; but, on the other side, advocates of the church

_had weighed and examined them with the utmost care, and
were at no loss for answer to every objection. The princi-
pal argument that was advanced by the former, was taken
from the promiscuous use of the words Bishop and Presby-
tef, in the New Testament. But the latter, in their reply,
took notice, that men might wrangle for ever about the
meaning of words, and therefore they urged that, in the
case before them, the surest and safest way was to have
recourse to facts. Now the facts to which they appealed
were the evident superintendency of Timothy over the
clergy, as well as laity, at-Ephesus—of Titus, in Crete—of
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the Angels, in the seven churches of Asia, &c. That these
facts were rightly stated; was evident, as they contended,
from the testimony of the very next writers after the Apos-
tles, and of succeeding writers for several ages, as well as
from the authentic history of those times, without exception.

Mr. Johnson ran the parallel, as to matter of evidence,
between the fact of Episcopacy, and the fact of infant bap-
tism and the first day sabbath, as the matter appeared from
the light of history. He observed to his opponents, that he
confeived they were right in their reasonings concerning
the two latterr points ; but that exactly the same reasoning
would conclude much more forcibly in favour of the former ;
and, therefore, if they would be consistent; that they must
either receive Episcopacy, or reject infant baptism and the
first day sabbath. He went on, and declared his full con-
viction and belief, from every kind of information he could
gain, that there never was a time, till latterly, in which, if
he had acted in opposition to Episcopacy, as Aerius did, he
would not have been excommunicated for a heretic and
schismatic; as Aerius was. He concluded with saying, that
he had such a reverence for the sense and practice of the
ancient church, that he could find no way of making himself
easy while he neglected to follow it. This defence of
Episcopacy by Mr. Johnson, exciting some irritating re-
marks from the other party, Governor Saltonstall put an
end to the conference.

As to Messrs. Cutler and Brown, (the former president
of the college, and the latter tutor in it,) and Mr. Johnson,
they were determined to go forward. They had taken care
beforehand, gradually to prepare their friends for the event,
and had reconciled them to it, in a great measure, by means
of the books which they had put into their hands, and per-
suaded them toread. Accordingly, after formally resigning
their respectiveplaces, in a few days they set out for Boston,
proposing to embark from thence to England, to obtain Holy
Orders in the Church. Mr. Wetmore followed them in a
few months.

When Mr. Johnson took leave of his people, whom he
greatly loved, he affectionately told them, that if they could
see reason to conform to the Church of England, he would
never leave them; but after obtaining such ordination as he
thought to be necessary, that he would return to them again
in the character of their minister. But, with such an offer
they were unable to comply, notwithstanding their esteem
for him. He expostulated with them, and urged them seri-
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ously to consider the matter. Among other things he said,
that they had hitherto professed to admire his preaching,
and especially his prayers. And,-indeed, his prayers were
so much admired by people in general, that it was common
for persons belonging to neighbouring parishes to come to
West-Haven, on purpose to hear them. Now he told them
that his instructions and prayers had all along been taken
- from the Church of England; and that they ought to be
esteemed as much, after this circumstance was known, as
they had been before. This declaration greatly surprised
them : however, no more than four or five of them could
then be reconciled to receive him in the orders of-the church.

After a few days, therefore, he took his final leave of
them, and proceeded on his journey to Boston, in company
with Messrs. Cutler and Brown. At Rhode-Island and
Boston, they were treated with all possible respect by the
members of the church. At Boston they were about to
erect a new church,“and this was offered to Mr. Cutler.—
The gentlemen there also engaged a passage for. the three
associates in the ship that was just ready to sail ; and, at
their own expense, furnished them with every thing that
might be needful or useful to them during the voyage.—
After spending about a week in Boston, they embarked on
the fifth of November.

They arrived in the Downs, after a rough and stormy
passage, and landed at Ramsgate on the 16th December ;
whence they went the same day to Canterbury. They were
obliged to wait three days for the stage-coach; and an
opportunity was thus afforded them of secing the chief curi-
osities of that ancient and venerable city. The day after
their arrival they attended divine service at the Cathedral
church. Here every thing was new and surprising to them.
The magnificence of the building, the solemnity of the ser-
vice, and the music that attended it, all couspired to fill
them with admiration and exquisite pleasure.

They had no introductory letters to any person in Can-
terbury : however, on their request they were introduced
to the Dean, who was the learned and excellent Dr. Stan-

_hope. 'When they came to the Deanry, they sent in word,
by the servant, that they were gentlemen from America,
come over for Holy Orders, who were desirous to pay their
respects to the Dean. The Dean himself came immediately
to the door, took them by the hand, and, to their surprise,
said, ¢ Come in, gentlemen; you are very welcome. I
know you well ; for we have just been reading your decla-
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+ ration for the church.” It seems, the declaration,- with
their names annexed to it, had got'#igt6'the London papers;
and the Dean, with a‘number of Prebendaries who dined
with him, were at that’ instant reading it. The company
treated them with great friendship and respect, and desired
to hear from them their whole story. This was circum-
stantially told, and the evening was spent agreeably on both -
sides. R -

+The next day the Dean, who was then to set out for
London, took his leave of them for the present, giving them
his advice and direction ; and afterwards he did them many
kind offices, as he had opportunity. While they continued
in Canterbury, they were happy in the notice and friendship
of the Sub-Dean, Mr./Gostlin, and of the Prebendaries,
especially Dr. Grandorge, who was Chaplain to the Earl of
Thanet. This gentleman, some months afterwards, meet-
ing them in London, took them to his lodgings, and counted
out to each of them ter guineas, which was a present from
the Earl, his patron, for the purcliase of books ; and after-
wards he procured from his Lordship forty pounds more for
Mr. Catler’s church.

On coming to London they were received with all possi-
ble kindness by Dr. Robinson,:the Bishop of London, and
by the_Society for the propogdtion of the Gospel: and it
was readily agreed, that Mr. Cutler should be sent to the
new church in Boston ; Mr. Brown to Bristol, in New-Eng-
land, a mission that was vacant ; and Mr- Johnson to Strat-
ford ; and that Mr. Pigot should be fixed at Providence.—
The two Archbishops, Dr. Wake and Sir William Dawes,
the latter especially, reccived them with parental affection.
Many gentlemen were fond of commencing an acquaintance
with them, particularly Dr. King, Master of the Charter-
House; Dr. Astry, the Treasurer of St. Paul’s; Dr. Berri-
man, then Chaplain to the Bishop of London ; and the
Chaplain’s brother, Mr. John Berriman, a most worthy
Clergyman. With them Mr. Johnson afterwards maintain-
ed a long friendly correspondence by letters, but more
especially with Dr. Astry and Mr. Berriman.

While the three candidates were preparing for ordination,
and going on with great dispatch, Mr. Cutler was taken ill
of the small pox, and had it severely : but by Ged’s good-
ness he recovered. This caused their ordination to be de-
ferred till the latter end of March ; when, by letters dimis-
sory of the Bishop of London, Dr. Robinson, near the point

of death, to Dr. Green, then Bishop of Norwich, and Rector
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of St. Martin’s they ‘were ordained by the latter, first Dea-
cons, and then Priests, in S§t. Martin’s Church. . They now
proposed shortly to make a visit to Oxford. , But within a-
week Mr. Brown was seized with the smallspox,’ which
proved fatal to him ! He expired on Easter-Eve—to~the
great loss of thé Church, and the inexpressible grief of ‘his
- _lwo friends, especially of Mr. Johnson. He was universally
allowed, by all competent judges, to.be one of the most
promising young mep'that his country had ever produced.

& ’
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SUM)%EY OF ECCLESIASTICAL AND RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

SocreTyY For PROMGIING CHBISTIAN KXNowLEpGE—Among the domestic
proceedings of the Society, are the supply of an assortment of books and tracts
adapted to the use of sailors, to each ship of war now in commission, by order of
the commissioners ;—a contract with the Univessity of Cambridge for a new
edition of the Family Bible ;—the printing of a large impression of the octavo
Bible and Common Prayer in Welsh, in order to meet the increasing demand for
them ;—the admission of some nesw books upon their catalogue ; the formation
of some pew committees; and the grant of £1000, to be at the disposal of the
Primate of Ireland, for advancing the religious instruction of the Irish.

The number of books and tracts distributed during the year, is the largest ever
made, amounting to 1,656,066. i

The operations of the Societyabroad have been instrumental in forwarding
the erection of an English church-at,Cape-tovn. The accounts from Calcutta
respecting the pative schools are highly satisfactory, and a plan is in agitation for
the enlargement of the Mission College. Education is also proceeding rapidly
at Madras, Bombay, and Ceylon ; and the sum of £2000 which had been granted
to Bishop Heber, for the repaiiing and enlargement of churches in the Tanjore
district, has been partly expended for that purpose. The distribution of books
in New South Wales has been extensive ; a lending library has been established
at the Mauritius ;jand a grant of Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts has been for-
warded to the Island of Ascension. In the Canadas also, and in Nova Scotia,
the exertions of the Socicty have been attended with the most beneficial resuits ;
and throughout the We-t Indies, amidst much political excitement and great
colonial distress, a very decided progress is making in Christian koowledge end
religious education.—Christian Remembrancer.

SoctETY FoR THE PRopaciTiON OF THE Gosper.—This Society has just
issued its Report. 'To the state of its funds we have had occasion to allude in 2
preceding page ; and we think that nothing can be wanting but an attentive con-
sideration of its proceedings, to call forth all the epergies of the country in its sup-
port. In the extensive Diocese of Nuva Scotta, under the indefatigable superin-
tendance of the Bishop, the operations of the Society have been peculiarly
effective. ‘

New missions have been opened in several parts of it ; King’s College, Wind-
sor, has furnished several candidates for holy orders, who promise to adorn their
profession by their learning and their piety, and be great blessings to the people
committed to their charge ; other clergymen of exemplary character, have en-
tered into the Society’s service, and are now engaged in the laborious duties of
their office, both to the satisfaction of themselves and to the comfort and edifica-
tion of a large body of pecple, who would otherwise have been left destitute of
all religious ipstruction. The national system of education, also, which had be-
come through their instrumentslity so well known, and so generally ndopted in
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the two larger colonies of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, has been introduced
with every prospect of success, into Newfoundland ~ Mr. Bacon, a very superior
master, who has for some time conducted the school at St. Johu’s, so as to
deserve the highest praise, was glad to avail himself of the bounty of the Society
in opening to him the means ofMaaccess to the central school at Halifax, for the
purpose of perfecting himself inRhat system, which has been found so eminently
useful wherever it has been intro@iced ; and through this channel a knowledge
of it may be conveyed to every part of the island, ’

From the Diocese of Quebec, the accounts of the state of the missions are
very satisfactory, and the demand-for Christian instruction so much on the in-
¢rease, as to render it impossible for the means of the Society to supply it in any
adequate degree. Several mew rches have been added in both the Canadas ;
among others, 4-§€dend at Kingston, on a large scale, principally at the expense
of the inhabitants.

In Calcutta, the continual absence of the Bishop during the last year has given
a lamentable check to the procaedings of the Society ; in addition to which, the
sudden death of the Rev. T. ®lristian, which we announced in the preceding
number, has been most severely felt in one of the most auspicious scenes of mis-
sionary labour. 98scept these drawbacks, however, considerable progress has
been made in the objects of the Society. The interest arising from the surplus
of the subscription for Bishop Heber’s monument has been devoted to the main-
tenance of a non-foundation student at Bishop’s College ; and a similar arrange-
ment has been adopted at Madras, out of a similar fund. Mr. Simeon, also, one
of the executors of Lord Powerscourt, has appropriated £1000, part of His Lord-
ship’s bequest, to the foundation of a perpetual schoMmhip at the College, under
the terms of the statute prescribed for that purpose.

Such is a brief outline of the Socicty’s proceedings. Indeed, the Report
itself is only a summary statement of facts ; the particulars of which are given
inan Appendix, which comprises some of the most interesting documents which
it has fallen to our lot to examiue. We can assure our readers, that they will
be amply 1epaid for an attentive perusal of them.—Ib.

NumBer oF EpriscopaLians.—A late European periodical gives a computa-
tion, said to be made from the latest and best authenticated documents, of the
present inhabitants of the world, according to their religious opinions The
whole number of Christians Is computed at...civsieicrnnreninniennnn 234,495,000

Of this number those who adhere to Episcopacy are compu-
ted at :—

Roman Catholies,....... cerrsrerneesiniiane ranenese 129,550,000

Protestant Episcopal Church, including Church of
Engiand and Ireland, Scotch and American Episco-

Pal Churches, .viiiviieneienennioenaieenme . 15,050,000

Moravians,..... crearieeess..100,000

Greek Church,. 41,375,000

Monophysites,..... 5,576,000

Nestorians,.vee.s cereessrensanenn. 400,000
Altogether amounting to...... [ N seersernneesnanieennnn 192,351,000

‘While the aggregate of all the denominations in Christendom
which reject Episcopacy, amounts only to..ccvveeeeeririiaiienennnnnnesn. 42,144,000

But this lust number includes the Lutheran Church, of which a portion, as the
churches of Denmark and Sweden, are believed to be Episcopal, so that the
actual number of those thoughout the Christian world who reject Episcopacy, is
about one-sixth part of the whole number of Christians. The remaining five-
sixths adhere to Episcopacy, as the original apostolic institution of the Christian
ministry. 'The Protestants who adhere to Episcopacy are estimated to amount
to about twenty millions.

Viewed in this light, Episcopacy becomes invested with much greater impor-
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tance. It is indeed the pnncxplc which uml'ormly distinguishesiall the anclent
churches of the east, which all thelr corruptions bave not mduk:cd them to cast
aside, and is still adhered to by a very large proportlon.a.lso of - Protestsnt Chris.
tendom. Add to this, the recorded fact that the “refortiérs of the Lutheran
and Calvinistic churches lamented. that they wre compelled to dispense with
Episcopacy, and we have the almost universal mony of Christendom borne to(
the doctrine, that Episcopacy was' the anclét, the apostolic regimen of the-
chnrch, and the best adapted to it.—Church {rgzsler. (
[
MEDITERRANEAN.—At the pressof th Missionary Soc:ety,
Yished at Malta, 54;500 copics of different des:gncd to conve l'!llgl
instruction pnncxpallv, have been printed : Il Greek; %,@
and 22,080 in Arabic. Of these, 83,934 copxé have been —Report %
of the Church \hs«xomz-:y)Scc:dy.

o

“:-:

DEsTd oF Bisnor Juu-e.—{n our paper of -8Iit of Jadiary, we announ-
ced, oa the authority of a private letter from ia, the sevegd indisposition of
mhop James. The Bengal Chronicle, rccuved%y a late amvﬂ‘ from Calcutta,

containsan ui theﬂmth of this devoted Prelate.—FE piscopal ‘Watchmar.
, -
&

Sexmy Scnools 1N E\cn\v 4¥p Wares.—There'is, ground for stating

* that in England and Wales, there are about £,400 Sunda) scllook contammg

550,000 chxldr«.n, by fat the greater part of whom are instructed only in the

Youks of the Sucicty fo moling Christian Knowledge, nudall with little
ercepiion, uniformly fak to church.

PRrocRESS OF CARISTIANITY 1¥ INp1s.—~From the pen of a Missionary.—
€< Thirty years ago, there was scarcely a Christiau, oc any sign of Chnstmmly,
in Calcutta, whether among Earopeans or natives. Now, besides six Episcopal
Churches, there are five Dissenting Chapels.  The Sabbath is also beginning to
be reverenced among the major part of the Europeans, although it is a lamenta-
ble fact, that Europeans seem to feel ‘themselves under much less restraint in
this country than in Europe. Yet, in consequence of the Jabours of \lxsslouarlc:,
many are brought to a sense of their duty, and 1 trust there is an impulse given
to the whole of the English pupulation. Tbc churches arc well attended, Mi
sionary cfforts are in much better repute than formerly ; and wichedness thife*
would forn: erly stalk the streets with the utmost efironters, is now, in a manner,
obliged to lude its head. The pumber of heathen conveits arc so many, and of

.thnt kind, as as greatly to encourage the hearts of Missionaries. Thé wonder, I
3 gonceive, °ouwht not to be that so few are converted, as that so many become
i@muans. 'ghe difiicultics are imumense in the way against heathen comverts,—
+ Wiy Pugdit i %’C ristian ; in consequence of which, hls wife has been taken

from him by his friends, and hept a close prisoner ; hc has been scparated from
her now, 1 suppose, several dears. There is another individnal, who has just come
into the Missionaries for protection. Some few months ago he signified to his
relations, that he intended to become a Christian ; in consequence of this he was
seized by them, and has been hept in close coufinenient, till a few days ago, he
codtrived to make his escape.

¢ There is now in Caleutta a great spirit for hearing the Gospe! among the
natises ; in different parts of the city there are no less than six Bengalee chapels
in our own connexion, and many others belonging to other denaminations. The
places are frequently well ancndrd and the congreyations listen with much
more attention than formerly. 1 havc been out with Paunchoo (who is a most
excellent native preacher,) when he has collected a Jarge congregation in the
open air, who have listened with great apparent attention and interest. It grives
me the greatest pleasure to state, that so fur as 1 have been able to observe, the
Missionaries of all denominations here scem to be zealously devoting themselves
to the advancement of the Redeemer's kingdom. ™
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CarNese MigsioNn.—Mr. and Mrs. Dyer, Missionaries at Penang, write in

tevms expressive of reat encouragenient, which by the blessing of God attends
their benevolent exi ?;i; ¢ We feel unfeigned gratitude every day, that it
hath pleased Him to pld®h us where we are. The work is indced momentous, —
Here are several thousand Khinese entirely intrusted to our care, and here we
may labour incessantly amorg #hem, quite obscured from public view. ‘This is
what we liave often desired, amll frequently prayed for,
* ¢ Our prospects of usetulness mge very encouraging ; and the Chinese do not
regard us with jealousy or suspi;'!], but, in some instances, manifest gratitude
for our attention to them. We Have found by experience, that in the schools
tle® British system™is far better sdapted for the iostruction of the children of
héathen, than the Chinese system, Which we were obliged to adopt. We had
gtquired.the Fiah-keen colloquisd dfalect ; in the attainment of which we de-
rived incalewjable ndvintagé {rot® mur previous study of the Chinese language
while in Englm‘d, and we feel: mm-@ydébb& cause for thankfulness to (Qod,
that he was pleased jto graut & us thi€ privilegemy When our dear friends in
Eangland remember_us, they gig®think of us as ha; Y 1 our work. We never
felt so much real contentmentW@England, as we realize ewry day in India. We
consider this as another instancé our Saviour’s testimonywour being in the
path of duty.” ’

BIBLE IN IiNDra~—Tt is with great pleasurethat we _l;ako inform you, that
the Sacred Scriptures are more than ever soughfBafter e Chinese : w spirit
of inquiry scenis to prevail among them, which @very?” 7. Mr. Tomlin,
who is now with usy’has lately distributed numero@@ port} he Sacred Scrip-
tures iz Rhioy 1 Singapore, and among the juig yhich are in Singapore
Harbour. Mr., ’I{%mliu informs us, that he, and his; on, Mr. Gutzlaft, a
Dutch Missionary at Rhio, were every where cordia] d, and that there
appears.a greater desire than ever for the books amo giincse:  They visi-
ted no less than 26 junks, six of which were direct ;.and in all of
them their visityproved acceptable, and the books were lj%ﬂtsought after.—
Many of them will by their means go direct to China ; and*higy, by the blessing
of Gofl, be ma“a,c very useful in convincing the people of the truth as it is in
Jesus, . There were about 3000 Chinese emigrants at Singapore when they
went round that town ; and all of them were well supplied, before they left it,
for the wrrious islands avound us.  One of us can bear his personal testimony to
thewordial manner in which the books were reccived last year, both “in Sings
poFe, and in Rhio, as well as in the juuks: and we are happy to staté] tg}.
Tomlin found many portions of the Sacred Scriptures formerly distrif
he went round this year, which bore evident murks off having heegd
May God grant His blessing to His own word ! .

Mr, Tambiimnand Mu. Gusalafl purpese githg Lo Siam inw
for tife purpose ok dishij){xt'f‘g tdep Sacred Scriptygres aih
.are very numerous in that coumtry, w

We have distributed, during the past arg ards of %06 N -
and about 60 Bibles, in Malay ; together with 30 New Testaments, M Bilflcs,
and a number of Psalters, in Arabic. A few copies in Portuguese and Dutch
have also been distributed,

INTEKESTING ACCOUNT FROM THE LETTER OF A CLEKGYMAN AT AMBOYNA,—
Towards the latter end of last month, an Arab merchant eame to my house, for
the purpose of selling some goods, and of exchanging his copper money into
silver,  ¢¢ Friend,” said ], ¢¢it is out of my power to assist you in this way, be-
cause I do not possess a sufficient sum of money : nevertheless, [ have got some-
thing which is of far greater value even than silver, provided you are able to
read.” This, he assured me, he could do. 1 then opened the first part of the
Old Testament, and began to read slowly and distinctly to him ; but the style
appeared too lofty for him to understand, uutil [ explained it in the way of
familiar conversation.  After conversing with him some time on tle excellence
of the Sacred Scripturgs, I pointed out to him the first promise of God, concern-
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ing the seed of the woman, (Gen. chap iti. 15.y This seemed xtfy mystetidus to
him, until T explained it.  IIe then exclaimed, <] ncueuemage such books be-
fore: our own teachers do not possess them : they areJdit FYEFgNOrant : they do
not even understand the Koran, when they read it.””,  Be afterwards turned to
the Book of Psalms; and on reading the first psa “ Blessed is the man that
waiketh not in the counsel of the ungodly,” &c. € cried out, ¢ O what beauti-
ful bo ks are these!  How happy am I that k’have met with such a boek !
came to vou in the hope of obtaining silver ; @Y, surely, this is a treasure of far
more value I €¢It s, indeed, my friend, glepmd I, ¢“and this book is g,_t
your service, if you are willing to niike 'roodﬁ'\c of it: and if you pray to

to enlighten your mind, He will enable you o maderstand its contents, | N
ing it to you, I have given you the key of £ spfitdgl knowicdge.  Througl
the, whole of- it, from Moses, dowa to the enljiiet all, the Pmphds. apsfle tostim
mony is borne to our Prophet, whogwas gar ter than all ot hgraaTBeus Christ ;
whain, in your language, you é‘&’ﬂ'ﬁ& Rai; but with #ficm™¥ou are yet un-
acqu.unttd After dyi Al the other Pk;\_hetsg Becnlone arose from the
dead ; whereas \Lxlmmd, ity whom you trust; r ascefrded from the grave,
and theutore you o t expect any assistancG®®om him : from the Prophet,
however, whom We€ worship, we expect salvatlBii 5 because all power is given to
Him in heaven apdearth, according to the godd pleasure of God:”

Surely this maﬂgs not far from the- ietngdom of God ; for he fe]t the power
of Divine truth on feart.” Me femained more than txvﬂomq in our house,
and could not be sath thal# our explaining to him whatuu he did not un-
denstand, My v wasmrruch pleased with his company, and availed her-
of the opportt - paliiting out to him some of the miost striking passages
in the Prophets, respe gir Lord Jesus Christ. When it ;,wa late, und he
was on the pbint o he inquired if he might be perfuitted to take the
books with him. he was welcome so to do ; adding,, that the Looks
WeTE not our. ey friends, in a far distant country who loved God,
i i distribution. At this, he was C\Ludmgly pleased
ave every thing clse behind excep@the Looks, was
ver, he;gcd lnm to let lis merchandise alsohe con-
w\ul ‘uv@«) ; add’m hat she did not wish to incur any responsibius on adcount
of it. ¢¢ No,”’ mld he, in reply, T am not at all anxious on that score ; foc
where such excellent laws of God are observed ina house, the inmatcs will never
steal : to.forrow [ will send fog my goods 37 and so saying, he left us, U¥_of joy.

Two da.)s before he left Amboyna, he once more called at our house, \u:‘hmg
ito l'e'ld again in the Bible ; on whieh occusion we directed his attention to m'\nv
ing pastages in the New Testament, which we compared with the testimo-

ontai n the Prophets of the Old Testament, respecting our Lord;
i d confidence jp the Holy Scriptures werc.greatly inereased. —
crifices, which the Mahomedans place much -depesidence
him Jiow Chrict our Yaour, by one sacrifice, hag per-
ose who are“sanctilied :, this we confirmed by various passuges out of-
\Tett 3 as, ¢¢ Behol i the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin
‘of the whrld "' ¢ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,”” &e. and
¢ I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life : no man cometh unto the Father, but
by me.” It was evident that these testimonies came powerfuily home to his
heart: and, indeed, I have often witnessed how far superior the testimonies of
the Bibic are, and how much better they are caleulated to convinee anv one of
the authority of the Sucred Seriptures themselves, both of the Old and New Tes-
tament, thanall the argunents which our natural but imperfect reason can suggest.

OnpiNarion.—On Sunday 15th March, in the Cathedral Church of this city,
Mr. Joseph Braithwaite, A. B. of Queen’s College in the University of Oxford,
was admitted to Deacon’s Orders, by the Bishop of the Diwcese.  This Gentle.
man, sinee lis arvival tn this country, las been in the churge of the Establish-
ment for the Education of Youth instituted under the auspices of his Lordship,
at Chambly, and is now appointed (in conjunction with his previous charge) to
the Church at that place.—~Quebec Mercury.
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