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The fourth session of the General Assembly,has opened in an atmosphere,
f not of rosy optimism ; at least of efficiency and realism. Within the firs t
onr days, the officers have been chosen, the agenda agreed upon, and the general
ebate is off to a good start . In previous years, these opening f ormalities have
ccupied many days. This time, however, there seems to be a commendable desire to
et on with the job .

Much of the credit for this good beginning belongs to the new President :
eaeral Romulo of the Philippines . He is an effective chairman, friendly and good-
atured, but determined to keep the Assembly on the move . His gavel poised for
ction, he gives his ruling or calls a vote at the slightest indication that a
iscussion is coming to an end . Speakers have already sensed the feeling of e=ped-
tion he is trying to create, and co-operate with him by keeping their renark s
hort . One delegate told me yesterday that, for the first time in his long ezper-
ence in international conferences, he had sat through three hours of coamittee
eeting and never said a word :

° The spirit of contention is not, of course, absent . It never is,
nfortunately, down here . Certain items on the agenda were not included without
igcrous protests from the Russians and their friends, who accused the rest of us
~f everytàiugfrom breaking the Charter to interf ering in the private affairs of
oYereign states because we vcanted to discuss questions like the civil war in
reece or religious persecution in Hungary . But their objections have been more
riefly stated than formerly, and they are so familiar that no one has taken then
:eriously enough to argue about them at any great length . This does not nean, of
ourse, that there will not be long and acrimonlous debates before the Assembly is
inished. The agenda includes a number of subjects on which there are sharp
lifferences between the Russians and the rest of us - at.bmic energy, Korea, Italian
:olonies, and perhaps also China - and the Soviet delegates have given no sign
~hatever that their attitude on any one of these has become more co-operative since
;e last met.

The opening debate has already shown that delegates from the de~aocratic
onntries are taking a sober and realistic view of probleas before us and are looking
or practical steps which we can take to solve them . Mr. Acheson, the United States
ecretary of State, has already made a constructive and reasoned speech, reviewing
hemain issues before the Assembly and indicating the desire of his delegation to
upport workable proposals for dealing with them . He 2trequently used the words
the public interest of the tiYorld Com:nunity", suggesting by implication that it was
hepeople of the world rather than their governments whom the delegates were
epresenting . An equally thôughtful and constructive speech was made for India by
tachief delegate, Sir Benegal Rau . India is directly concerned in one major issue -
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iatory, indicating that his country is fully prepared to co-operate in the
procedures of settlenent, which have been started in each case .

Friday was, of course, a .dramatic day at Flushing Meadow. In the
morning President Truman's statement about the atomic explosion in Russia
reached the delegates and in the afternoon L4r . Vishins]cy addressed them .

The knowlec'.ge that there has .been an atomiq explosion in Soviet kussia
should not surprise us or alter our policies in any way . Nor should it alarm us
~y more than we should be already alarmed by the very existence of the bomb itselr .
The progress of scientific knowledge, which is part of the inheritance of all man-
kind, and can never be the secret monopoly of any one community, has now reached the
stage ti:here many terrible weapons of mass destruction can be made . It may be that
in the not far-distant future any one of a dozen states vPill have the power to
threaten the survival of mankind. We know also, however, that scientific progress,
particularly in the field of atomic energy, gives to mankind the possibility o f
great and peaceful progress .

Friday's news, therefore, merely underlines and reinforces the conclusion
that atomic energy must be brought under international control in sueh a way that
we can be absolutely sure that no bombs are being made and will not be made by
anyone ; and that this great new source of power is being developed for constructive
purposes alone. The necessity for this is now, not greater, but as great as ever .
Ifthis is not done, the responsibility must not be due to any failure on the part
of the free democracies . But there must be contributions by others as well .

In his address in the afternoon on Friday,hTr . Yishinsky made no reference
tothe Presiden't statement, and neither he nor any of his colleagues gave any
indication what they thought about the news of an atomic explosion in the U.S.S.R.
His speech gave no indication of any change whatever in Soviet policy. It vras
briefer than usual - a half hour rather than an hour-and-a-half - but as abusiv e
as ever . It contained a direct personal attack on the Chinese representative,
denunciation of the Marshall Plan, an accusation that Britain and the United states
are preparing for v1ar, a propheey -, almost a hope - of economic collapse in the :
Vest, and some old Soviet propaganda proposals about disarmament and peace, put
forvard in slightly revised form . There was nothing new in it - not even the terms
of abuse were new. liie can only hope that this does not mean that, in this Assembly
~aspreviously, anythiIIg we accomplish will be in spite of the Russians rather than
~with their help .

The Political Committee of uhich I have the honour and responsibility to
echairman - has a short agenda but a heavy one . Five items - Greece, Palestine,
ndonesia, Italian colonies, and the report of the Security Council - have so far
een assigned to it . The major political responsibilities with which the United
~ations is charged at the moment are embodied in these items, and the issues ar e
gent and difficult ones. I think the Assembly, or the great majority of its
embers, is prepared to approach these questions in a realistic'mood, to avoid a s
uch as possible debate for propaganda purposes and to search for workable solutions .
hope so, for the lives of many millions of people may be affected by our decisions
ere.
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