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CHINESE REPRESENTATION IN THE UNITED NATIONS

Text of Statement to be made in explanation of vote 
in the General Assembly by the Canadian Permanent 
Representative to the United Nations, Mr. George 
Iqnatieff, on Monday, November 27, 1 967,

I wish briefly to exolain the votes of the Canadian 
delegation on the various resolutions on Chinese Represen­
tation before the Assembly.

We are natura I I y di 
the Chinese représentâtion 
closer to a solution.

sappointed that again this year 
issue has not been brought any

The Canadian delegation will, in accordance with 
long-established Canadian policy, vote in favour of the 
concept that this matter is an important one, not only in 
the specific juridical terms of Article 18 of the Charter, 
but also in the far broader and more general context of 
international relations. We believe that while there may 
be strong pressures for a solution based on the views of 
a simple majority of our membership, such a solution would 
in fact be unworkable unless at least two-thirds of our 
Members gave it their active support, including I would 
suggest the major world powers.

On the substance of the issue, we wi I I abstain as 
we did last year on the resolution put forward by Cambodia 
and a group of co-sponsors. That resolution, drafted in 
familiar terms, is no more satisfactory to us than the only 
other option with which this Assembly has been presented-- 
that is to ignore the existence of the People's Republic 
of China. The Canadian Secretary of State for External Af­
fairs, Mr. Paul Martin, suggested to this Assembly last 
year that neither of these options took account of the 
fundamental changes which have occurred in China since the 
United Nations was established. Nor did they point to a 
rational solution of the problem. He suggested at that time
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that rather than continue in either of these two sterile 
directions, the Assembly might better address itself to seek­
ing an interim arrangement which would allow the maximum 
participation of the people of China in the work of our 
Organization without depriving those who already belong of 
the voice to which they have as much right as anyone else 
in this Assembly. This, I would emphasize, is not, as some 
have called it, a "two-China" policy.

The essence of the Canadian position was last year 
and is now that the representatives of both governments should 
be seated here as an interim solution pending the settlement 
of the jurisdictional dispute between them. We believe that, 
Irrespective of the new factors which recent developments on 
the mainland have introduced, we must continue to work towards 
the eventual and, in our view, necessary and effective as­
sociation of the People's Republic of China with the inter­
national community. Because the resolution accomplishes 
only part of our objective and does not, in our view, pro­
vide a reasonable way out of the present impasse on the 
Chinese representation issue, we will abstain on this pro­
posal as we did at the last Assembly.

As to Resolution A/LB533, we will vote in favour of 
this proposal as we did last year in the belief that its 
acceptance by the Assembly would mark a different and 
possibly fruitful approach to this issue.

As Mr. Martin said in discussing the Chinese represen­
tation question at the Twenty-first United Nations General 
AssembI y :

"We think that what is at issue here is the capacity 
of the United Nations to live up to the purposes of 
the Charter, to represent the world as it is, and to 
bring the great weight of its influence to bear on 
the issues of peace and security. Although, in the 
nature of things, we can only move forward on the basis 
of resolutions, I think I have made it clear that, in 
our view, this issue is not amenable to solution on 
that basis alone. It will require the exercise of 
diplomacy, goodwill and accommodation on all sides, 
both within our Organization and without. If that 
is the spirit in which the solution of this issue is 
approached, then I am not unhopeful that we may be 
able to unblock the road to progress towards making 
the United Nations a more effective, a more represen­
tative and a more credible forum of international de­
liberation and action."
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