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#IfY forget thee, O Jerusalem?! let my right haud forget its cunning.”?—Ps. 107, v. 5.

The Sabbath.
(From Lectures to Youny Men, on the ** Shorter
Catechism, by Ashbel Green, D. 1))

( Concluded. )

In our last lecture I endeavored to show
that the fourth commandment of the deca-
Jogue is moral. in the highest and strictest
-sense of the word ; and that it is, of course,
of perpetual obligation—requiring us to keep
holy to God all such set seasons as he hath
appointed in his word, and espectally 1o con-
sccrate to his exclusive service one whole
day in seven.  Which day of the week ought
to be thus consecrated to God, we are now
to consider.  On this point the statement of
our Catechism is, that—From the begpin-
uing of the world to the resurrection of
Christ, God appointed the seventh day of the
week to be the weekly Sabbath; and the tisst
day of the week ever since, to continue to
the end of the world, which is the Christian
Sabbath.”
There are some, wmy voung friends, who
jexplicitly deny the
this stuiement; tha is, they deny that the
sbligation to observe the seventh day of the
week as a Subbath, was coeval with the com-
Iiclicn of the work of ereation, or from the
winning of the world.  They iosist that it
bad no other or carlier origin, than the time
when the command before us was delivered
to the Israclites at Mount Sinal.  But this
“epinion, although adopted and defended by
some men of eminence in the church, appears

truth of the first part of s ertemporancous,

qon the seventh day, God ended his werk
{which he had made: und he reated the se-
Iventh day from all his work waicy he had
imade ; and God blessed the seventh Jday, and
sanctified it; Lecause that in it he had rested
from all his work which God createi ant
made.”  Those who deny the primesst insti-
tution of the Sabbath, say, that the blessing
here pronounced on the seventh day, 2nl itx
sanctification as a day of holy rest, was pro-
leptival 3 that is. God then ordained that at
some future time —and aceording to these in-
terpreters, that time was then more than tweo
thousand years distant—the seventh day
should be kept holy, and that a blessing
should then attend its observance. 1 must
say, that this appears to me one of the harsh-
lest and most foreed interpretations of a plain
passage of Seripture, that I have ever seen.
The reason assigned for God’s blessing the
Sabbath day is, that on it he rested { om all
his work, and the text distinetly implies that
jat that time he blessed and sanctified it. Hix
iresting from his work, and his blessiog and
isanctifying the day of rest, are represented
The language in which
1both facts are amnounced elates o one and
jthe snme period.  Yet those from whom we
it!if!'er in this matter, construe the lnzuize in
jrelation to the fact literally. in the present

ilime, and the language relative to the bene-

I diction and sanctification of the dav figura-
s tieely. as referring to future time—fu.are by
“the space of two thousand five hundre.d vears,
1 This, iy dear vouth, is taking such a liberty
with the language of sacred Scripture as

20 me to be in direct opposition to the sacred deem altogether unwarrantable: und 1 feel

tweord (Gen. ii. 2, 3), where it is said, * An

it to be my duty to warn you, nat.to listen,

.
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to any such interpretation of any part of the
oracles of God, let it come from whomsoever
it may. Its direct tendency is to'discredit !
divine revelution, by exhibiting it as a doubt-

ful and uncertain guide. Besides, in the

present instance, if resting from his work on '
the seventh day was the reason that God

sanctified and blessed .t—nnd this is affirmed !
in the fourth commandment, as well as in the !
passage I huve quoted—this reason was as
powertul for the religious observance of the
day, before the time of Moses, as after it.
God had a church in the world, as really then
as afterwards; and without some specified
time for his worship, it wonld soon have
fallen into general, and at last into total ne-
glect; for the whole experience of the world
establishes the position, that religious wor-
ship, whether private or public, will not long
be continued, unless set seasons be appointed
for its performance. Nor is it at ull reason-
able to suppose, that through the long period
of the patiiarchal dispensation, the people of |
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markable account of the sending forth of a
raven, and a dove, by Noah, to ascertain
whether the waters of the flood had so sub.
sided as to permit his leaving the ark.  Three
experimerts were made, and it appears that
there was an interval of seven days between
cach., On this the judicious Scott remarks:
“'I'he repeated mention of seven days seens
an intimation of the observance of the Sab-
bath in the ark; after the ordinances of
which the dove was sent out.”
Further-—"There is positive evidence thata
Sabbath was observed by the Hebrews before
their arrival at Mount Sinai, and the giving
of the decalogue, of which the fourth com-
mandment is a part. When the Israelites
were in the wilderness of Sin, which was
some time before they entered the wilderness
of Sinai, we find that the Sabbath was ob-
served. There is a particular account of this,
with an especial reference to the gathering
and preservation of the Manna, in the 16tk
chapter of the book Exodus, which you may

God were denied the inestimable privilege of | read at yourleisure. Scott’s commentary on
that sabhatical institution, which his church ! this transaction is as follows: * It is remark-
has ever since enjoyed. able that three miracles were wrought every
The only reason assigned by those who | week in honour of the Sahbath, even befar
adopt the strange opinion to which I have ! the promulgation of the Masaic law. VDouble
adverted is, that the Scripture is wholly si- | the quantity (of Manna) fell the day before;
lent, in regard to the observance of the Sab- | none fell on the Sabbath day; nor did that
bath, from the time of the creation till the | stink which they kept for that day. This
Tixodus from Lgypt.  Suppose the fact to be ! confirms the supposition that the institution
exactly as this objection states; we may still ; of the Sabbath was from the beginning.” If
muintain that it is wholly without weight. ! it he alleged, as it has been by some, that the
We do not read of any whservance of the | Sabbath was first instituted at this very time
Sabbath during the whole time of the He- | —that is, while the Israelites were in the wil
brew judges—a space of about four hundred * derness of Sin—we reply that the allegation
and fitty years; and yet our opponents them- is made, not only without evidence, but in
selves do not question that it was observed ' opposition to all the evidence which exists
through the whole of that period, The truth ' in the case. There is no intimation what
is, the history of the church, in the early ages ! ever of a new institution or ordinance then
of the world, is so brief and summary, that | appointed and introduced ; but on the con-
its silence in regard to a particular fact is no | trary, the language of Moses most natusall
conclusive evidence that such a fact did not ! imports, that he reminded them of a diviat
take place. It is not even a strong presump- | appointment, of which they ha:l before been
tion against the existence of any fact, which | apprised. In Egypt they had no doubt heam
is rendered probable by other evidence. compelled by their tyrannical prince, and his
But brief and comprehensive as are the [ rigorous task-masters, to violate the Sabbath.
recordls of the Pentateuch, we do by no!and perhaps had so long negiceted its appro
means admit that it containg no intimations, | priate duties as to he in a great measure iy
or evidence, that a Sabbath was ohserved, ! norant of them. They ha:l doubtless lee
even from the days of our first parents. We ! accustomed to perform’ servile lahor on thi
read, Gen. iv. 3, 4, that “ in process of time,” | sacred day, and needed to be particulany i
Cuin and Abel brought their offerings to the ! structed and guarded on this point. ‘Thi
Lord. 'The phrase “process of time,” when ! was done by the divine dispensation in regard
literally rendered from the Hebrew, is, “at ' to the Manna, and at the same time Moset
the end of days;" and this is the marzinal ’ took occasion to teach them that the whok
reading in our common translation. Now day was to be spent in the immediate servic
“the end of days,” here mentioned, appears : of God.
to vefer to some period by which time was!  Once more. “The division of time inp
then measured ; and it is highly probable, as { weeks, or periods of seven days, which oby
many judicious critics have observed, that it ' tained so early and almost universally, is !
refers to the end of the weck, or the day on strong indication that on¢ day in seven wa
which the week terminated, which wag the nlways distinguished in a particular manne.
seventh—reckoning weeks from the day on WEEK, and seven days, are in Scripture lan
which God rested from his work. | guage synonymous terms. This septenar]
» _;}\gaiu. In Gen. viii. 8-12, we hate a re- : division of time has been, from_the earlied
~ .
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;ages, uniformly observed over all the eastern
world. The Israelites, Assyrians, Egyptians,
Indians, Arabians, and Persians, have always
made use of a week, consisting of seven days.
Many vain attempts have been made to uc
count for this uniformity; but a practice so
geueral and prevaleut could never have taken
.place, had not the septenary division of time
been instituted from the beginning, and hand-
ed down by tradition. It has been supposed
by some, that the heathens borrowed the no-
tion of the sacreduess of the seventh day-from
the Jews. But'this opinion will not readily
.be aduwitted, when it is considered that the
"Jews were held in the greatest conlempt by
the surrounding nations, who derided them
no less for their Sabbaths than for their cir-
cumecision. All sorts of writers ridiculed
them on this account.”*
On the whole, therefore. there is satisfac-
‘tory evidence ‘that the law of the Sabbath
was, with other moral laws, revealed to our
first parents at their creation in innoceunce;
that 1t was_observed by them even in Para-
(dise, as well as after their fall; that the pa-
“triarchal church regarded it, and partook of
Its inestimable benefitg; that it was inserted,
with a clear specification of its requirements
and prohibitions, in the moral code which
was delivered to the Israelites at Sinai; and
to show its high rank in the scale of moral
obligation, as well as for its better preserva-
tion, it was, with three other precepts of a
similar character, inseribed by the finger of
God on the first table of moral duties: and
if this be so, 1t puts to rest the question in
Tegard to its being a part of the Jewish ritu-
al. Being in its origin no part of that ritual,
ut an institution appointed by the Creator
from the beginning of the \vor{d, and of an
- Inherently moral kind, its observance is ‘ob-
digatory at all times, and among all people.
The "answer of the Catechism under cousi-
deration also states, that “from the begin-
Ding of the world to the resurrection of
hrist, God appointed the seventh day of the
Wweek to be the weekly Sabbath,” There have
een those, however, who have maintained
With much ingenuity, learning and plausibili-
ty, that the first day of the week was the day
of sacred rest originally appointed by God;
1at this appointment continued till the time
of the Mosaic dispensation; and that the
8eventh day of the week was then appointed
% be observed as the Sabbath by the Israel-
ltes, for two ppwerful reasons, in addition to
at which wak given at the beginning —first,
at their sacred day might be different from
le“t of the idolatrous heathens, who had
arned by tradition that the first day of the
ek was to be set apart for religious wor-
th P, and who observed it for the worship of
® sun, and the other heavenly luminaries—
d secondly, in commemoration of the de-
Le.rance from the Egyptian bondage, which

¢ Bucyem, pedia~—article Sabbath
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is particularly mentioned by Moses in the
fifth chapter of Deuteronomy, as a special
reason why the Iecbrews should remember
the Sabbath and keep it boly. It would fol-
low from this hypothesis, thut the day which
Christians now regard as the Sabbath, is that
which was originally appointed by God; and
that the Jewish Sabbath was a part of their
ritual, and a departure from the primitive
order, which was restored when the work of
our redemption was completed by the resur-
rection of Christ. The learned and distin-
guished Selden is the priucipal advocate of
this system; but as he was a member of the
Assembly of Divines that framed our Cate-
chism, he either did not lay his reasonings
and opinions on this topic before that Assem-
bly, or, if he did, the answer before us shows
that they were not adopted.

The question, you will chserve, relates
merely to a circumstance, in no wise affecting

the great doctrine that a seveuth part of our

time is to be regularly and exclusively devo-
ted to religious dutics. This was required of
the patriarchs and the Jews, and this is what
is still obligatory on Christians. Dr. Dod-
dridge has well observed, that as morning,
roon and night, vary in different parts of our
globe, this of necessity makes a variation in
the reckoning of time, as to the beginuing
and ending of a day; and that of course the
Sabbath does not begin in one place till some
hours after it has begun in another. Yet it
is one whole day in seven, in regular succes-
sion, which all the inhabitants of the earth,
according to their own reckoning of days, are
required to keep holy. In this consists the
essence of the duty; and it has been justly
remarked, that the benediction of the fourt
commandment is not pronounced on the se.
venth duy from the creation, but on the Sab-
bath day, wheresoever, and whensoever, it is
roperly observed. 'The opinion which has
ed to these remarks was adopted by the
learned Dr. Kennicot. I shall lay before you
his short statement, to which you will yield
or withhold your assent, as you may think
roper.*

The concluding part of the answer before
us states, that ever since the resurrection of
Christ till the end of the world, the first day
of the week is to be observed as the Chris-
tian Sabbath. This position is denied by a
sect of Christians denominated Sabbqtg»-iana,
on the ground that there is no explicit com-
mand in the New Testament for the obser-.
vance of the Sabbath on the first day of the
week ; and therefore that the seventh day,
or the Jewish Sabbath, is still to be held
sacred. But we believe that no principle is
more obviously reasonable and just than that
which is recognized in our Confession of
Faith, that which is « deduced from Scripture
by good and necessary consequence,” is of
the same validity as that which is * exprese-

D

* See note at the end of the Lecture.




44 TIIE MONTIOLY BECORD OF
.y set down in Scripture.” The Bible would
have been far too large a book for popular
use—it would have extended to many volumes
instead of one—if every duty, with all its
sircumstances, had been made the subject of
an explicit command. Besides, it was mani-
festly the design of God, in the revelation of

“his will, to afford scope for the exercise of
the buman faculties, and even to require
their diligent and candid exercise in or-
der to the discovery of the real mind of his
Holy Spirit, in various parts of the sacred
Scriptures. Now we assuredly believe, that
we can deduce from the New Testament, by
wood and necessary consequence, that is the
appointment of God our Saviour, that the
first day of the week is to be observed, from
the resurrection of Christ to the end of
the.world, as the Christian Sabbath. To be
convinced of this consider—

1. There is evidence that our Saviour him-
self met repeatedly with his disciples, when
they were assembled together ou the first day
of the week, and pronounced a blessing on
them in their collective capacity. We read,
John xx. 19, “that the same day (on
"which our Saviour rose from the dead) at
-evening, being the first day of the week,
when the doors were shut, where the disci-
pels were assembled for fear of the Jews,
came Jesus and stood in the midst of them,
and said, Peace be unto you.” And in the
26th verse of the same chapter, we find, that
“ after eight days (that is, including the da
on which this oceurrence took place, whicz
was the usual method of reckoning time
among the Jews) again his disciples were
within; then came Jesus, the doors being
shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peaee
be unto you.” Although in both these in-
stances, it is said that the doors of the place
where the disciples were assembled were shut,
and the fear of the Jews is assigned as the
cause, yet this does mot appear to be the
reason of their meeting together, since they
could much more easily have concealed them-
selves by keeping separate than by coming
together. The (igoors, it is plain, were shut,
after they came together, to conceal the place
of their meeting. The meeting itself appears
to have been for religious worship, and to
<commemorate the resurrection of the Lord;
and he sanctioned this procedure, by appear-
ing among them in person, and pronouncing
a benediction on them in two instances, and
these, the first in which they adopted this
practice.

2. It was on the firet day of the week,
when the primitive disciples * were all with
one accord in one place,” and probably em-
ploved in acts of religious worship, that
they received that great and special gift, the
miraculous effusion of the Holy Ghost; by
which they were not only enabled to spea
:at once various languages, which they had
never learned, but fully to understand the
spiritual nature of the Redeemer’s kingdom,
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and thus to be qualified to publish the gospel
in its purity throughout the world; and by
which, also, three thousand converts were
made in one day, as an earnest of what might
afterwards be expected. We are expressly
told that this wonderful event happened on
the day of Pentecost, a day which received its
name because it occurred fifty days after the
second day of the Jewish Passover, or rather
of the feast of unleavened bread. From this
time, they were tc reckon seven weeks, or
forty-nine days, to the commencement of the
Pentecost. This would bring them to’a
Saturday evening, preceding the Lord's
day morning, so that on this morning
—the morning of the fiftieth day—the
day of Pentecost, in the accurate language
of the sacred historian, * was fully come.”
On this morning, we accordingly find the
Holy Spirit was miraculously poured out,
producing all the astonishing effects of which
we have an account in the second chapter of
the Acts of the Apostles. Now, the gift of
the Holy Ghost, after the gift of the Saviour
himself, is the greatest ever bestowed on our
sinful and ruined race : and when we consider
that this most remarkable and miraculous in-
stance, or exhibition of the gift, was made
on the weekly return of the day of our Sa-
viour’s resurrection from the dead; and that
when made, it is highly probable the disci-
ples were in the actual observance of that
day, as a season sacred to their risen Lord,
it ‘seems strongly to indicate that this, in
perpetuity, was to be the Christian Sabbath;
and that in the religious ohservance of this
day Christians might ordinarily expect that
the special influences of the Holy Spirit
would be peculiarly imparted —would be more
commonly experienced, than on other days
—to give a saving effect to the institutions
and ministration of the gospel. Nor ought
it to pass without notice, that the history of
the Church and our own observance demon-
strate, that the fact has corresponded with
such an indication. 'The Christian Sabbath
has ever been the harvest season, in which,
under the influences of the Holy Spirit, souls
have been gathered to the Saviour, and the
people of God have been refreshed and ani-
mated in their Christian course.

3. We have unequivocal evidence that the
apostle Paul observed the first day of the
week for religious worship, and directed the
churches which he had planted to do the
same. It is said, Acts xx. 7,that “upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples
came together to break bread, Paul preached
unto them, ready to depart on the morro®
and continned his speech until midnight.
You will find, by consulting the preceding
verse, that at Troas, where this occurrent?
took place, the whole time of the apostle’s

| stay with the Church there, on this visit, was

seven days. Now, as it is particularly men~
tioned that he was “to depart on the mor-

“row,” he must have arrived among them 1%
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the heginuinﬁ_of the preceding week ; and to
me it seems highly probable that, although
he was in great haste to reach Jerusalem by
the day of Pentecost, he consented to remuin

4

in every place call upon the name of Joaus
Christ,” it may fuirly be considered as inti-
mating, that the first day of the week is to
be regarded a8 the Chiristisn Sabbath, among

with them over the Sabbath, thet he might | all people, und ¢ till the end of the world.”

have an opportunity to preach to a greater

number than could be ussembled on any other
doy, and at the same administer to them
the sucrament of the Lord's Supper. At
any rate, it is clear from the text, that it was
a wtage in this church to come together on
the first day of the week, to celebwate the
Fucharist, and for other religious services.
Again, Inl Cor. xvi. 1, 2, we find this
record—¢ As I have given order to the
churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon
the flrst day of the week, let every one lay
by him in store, as God hath prospered him,
that there be no gatherings when 1 come.”
It is evident from this passage, that on the
first day of the week, in a large number of
the Churches gathered from amony the Gen-
tiles, by the upostle I'aul, a religious duty
was, by this order, to be statedly performed
—the duty of making a charitable provision
for the poor saints in Judea, then suffering
both by famine and persecution. The dis-
tance was great hetween the Churches of
Galatia, in the north-eastern part of Asia
Minor, and the Church of Connth, in Pen-
insular Greece; and her¢ is a duty which
was to be regularly performed, by apostolie
command, on the first day of the week, in
all these Christian Churches and probably in
many others, if not in all that had been
planted by this apostle. The specific duty
was a contribution to the poor; but the rea-
son why it was to be done statedly on the
first day of the week, is well explained by
Dr. Doddridge, in the fallawing paraphrase
of the passage—« When you hold your
Christian assemblics on the firat duy of the
week in commemoration of the resurrection
of our Lord, which has made that day sacred
smongst us, let every one of you lay some-
thing by in propovtion to the degree in which
by the divine blessing ke hath been prospered
in his affairs ; and let him bring it with him
ta the plice of your public worship; then
dreasuring it up in_the common stock, that
%0 it may be ready in one sum, and tkereheno
necessity of makingt any particular collections
when L come””  The oviginal words, which
in our common version are rendered let
every one lay by him in store,” Doddridge,
you pereeive, transiates ¢ treasuring it up,”
and in a note he says—* We render it, *let
every one of you lay by him in store.’ But
the following words show, that it was tobe put
into a common stock. The argument drawn
from hence for the religious observation of
the first day of the week, in these primitive
churches of Covinth and Galatia, is too obvi-
ous to uced any further illustration, and yet
too important to be passed by in entire si-
lence.” Now, as the epistle to the Corinthiaus
is directed, not only to them but to * sl thet

4. In Rev. i. 10, we find the apostie John
using these words, 1 was in the Spirit on
the Lord’s day.” Doces any one, I ask, en-
tertain a doubt which day of the week the
heloved apestle meant by the Lord's day?
It is manifest that there was thes in the
Church a day, which was 8o well known and
discriminated by calling it the Lord's day,
that no other explanation was needed to point
it out. In fact it appears that the Christians
then knew, as well as we do now, what day »
writer or speaker intended, when he sien-
tioned the Lord'e duy ; and it is equally pal-
pable thut they, as well as we, could mean by
this designation no other than the first day
of the week. It doubtless was culled the Lard s
day, because on this day he rose triumphant-
ly “from the tomh, completed on this day
the work of our redemption—a work more
arduous in itsclf, and more important to us,
than the work of creation—anil because, for
these reasons, he clnimed that this day should
be regarded as his property. and should be
observed thenceforth as ¢ the Sabbath of the
Lord,” in all succeeding generations, If.
then, the example of the whole apostolie
Church, originating, we cannot doubt, in »
command from th: Redeemer himself—either
in the forty days which he spent with his
apostles after his reaurrection, “speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God,”
or in a communication made to them miracu-
lously by His Holy Spirit—for without such
authority we cannot suppose they would have
established an observance for the whole
church—if, I say, the example of the entire
apostalic church, thus originating, and forti-
fied by such reasons as I have now, in seve-
ral particulars, luid before you, is to be an
authoritative guide to us, as it indubitahly
ought to be, then is the first day of the wee
to be observed, till the end of the world, as
the Christain Sabbath.,

Note—To which there is a reference at page
43, -*There i’ great reason to helieve, that
the Salhath of the Israclites was altered with
their year at their eoming forth from Egypt, and
a short attention to this point may not here be
improper. The cane then scems to be this, At
the finishing of the creation God sanctified the
veveuth duy. ‘I'his seventh day heing the first
day of Adim’s life, was consecrated by way of
first fruits to God, and therefore Adam may rea-
sonably he supposed to have hegun his compu-
tation of the diyx of the week with the firmt
whale day «f his existence Thus the Sabbath
became the first day of the week. But when
mankind fell from the worship of the tene God,
they firat substituted the Sus in his plsee; and
preserving the same weekly day of worship, but
devoting it to the_Sun, the Salbath was thence
called Sunday. Thus the Sabbath of the Pa.
triarchs eontinued to he the Sunday of the idol-
ators, till the caming up of the Israclites out of
Exypt. and then, as Gl altered the heginning
of their your, 80 he alvo changed the doy of
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their worship, from Sunday to Saturday.
first reason of which might be, that as Sunday

was the dny of worship among tne idolators,

the Iseaslites wonld be more likely to join with

them, ifthey rested on the same dry.than if ™

they were to work on that day, and serve their
God upon unother. But a eecond reason cer-
tainly was—in order to perpetuate the memary
of their deliverance on that day from Egyptian
slavery. For Moses, when he applies the fourth
commandment to the purticular case of his own
reaple, (Deut, v. 135.) does not enforee it (as in

Lixod. xx. 11,) by the consideration of God's !

resting on the seventh day, which was the Sab-
*bath of the patriarchs: but binds it upon them
by saying—"Remember that thouw wast a ser-
vant in Egypt.und thatthe Lord thy God brought
*thee outthence throngh a mighty hand, and by a
stretched out drm: therefore the Lord thy God
hath commanded THEE to keep THIS SABRATH
DAY.""—Kennicot’s Uissertation on Cain and Abel,

p. 184.

—————

Grace in the Pardon of Sinners.
R

Ts1s forgiveness is -worthy of God and
* suitabie to the chief of sinners. Proceeding
from savereign grace, it reaches the foulest
crimes and'the most abominable transgris-
sions. By thie gracions pavden, scarlet and
crimson »ins are made white as wool, vea,
- whiter than sutw.  ‘The bloudy sons of Ma-
nasseh ; the madness of rage in a persecuting
"Saul; the bitter taunts of the thief against
the Son of God, when both were in their
> expiring moments ; and the sin of crucifying
“the Lord of Glory ;—these, all these, with
their various and horrid aggravations, have
“been purdoned. ‘T'hese, though inconceivably
“heinous, and some of them such as ‘were
never committed either hefore or since, have
been forgiven by a gracions God. The blood
of Christ is possessed of iufinite excellence
arising from the superlative dignity of Him
who shed it; and it is able to cleanse from
-all ain :—from each sin, he' it ever so hein-
,ous; from all sins, be they-ever sa numerous.
“Thus Grace, like a mighty and compassionate
monarch, vasses-an act of oblivion on mil-
lions and willions of the most aggravated

*offences and complicated erimes.

Did the most ghandaned profligntes know !

what’ forgiveness there is with God, they
would no longer be held by the devil under
that fatal snare, ™ I'here is no hope.” Nor
“would they form the rash conclusion, We
bave loved strangers, and after them will we
go, (Jer. ii. 25). Jehovak is a God of par-
don. -This is His name, and this is His
glory. tFor thus saith the Lord, 1 will
pardon all their. wiquities; and it shail be
to me a name of joy, a praise, and an honor
~before all the nations of the earth, and all
~the angels in heaven, which shall hear of all
the superlative good that [ do unto them.
(Jer. xxxiii, 8.9).  Astonishing words! The
Sovereign of all worlds seems to glory in

.. pardoning mercy as one of the brightest

ofewels in: his «owa eternal crown.

‘Well,

Mhe
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therefore, might the "Church ‘ery out, ic
transport of joy, Who is o God like unty
thee ? that pardeneth iniquity (of the
ost complieated und shocking kind), ang
"parseth by (with the utmost readiness) the
"tranwgression of the remnant of Hie heritage?
' He rettineth not His ar ger forever; and e
" glorious renson is—a reason which ougl
vever ta he forgotien—because He delighieth
in mercy.

Come, then, naor trembling sinner, though

' eonscious thut the number and maguitude of

your sins are inexpressibly great : come, letw
| reason together, and contemplate the riches of
“Grace. What though vou are by nature an
I anostate creatureand a child of wrath—though
you have,byinnumerabls transgressionenila.
ted the law of God, and incurred its everlas:.
ing curse—though you are grown hoary in
rebellion agsinst your Divine Sovereign, and
look upon vourself as a monster of iniquity—
though your «ins of heart, of lip, of life ; sins
of omission, and sins of commission ; sins of
r ignorance, and sins against knowledge, like
an armed host in terrible array, besiege vou
an every side, and cail aloud for vengeance
on your guilty head—though, to heighten
your misery, the enemy of mankind should
come in like a flaod and load you with horrid
aceueations ; should tell vou, that, by vour
offences, you have dared God’s vengeance to
His face, and solemnly mocked Him in your
duties; and so set a keener edge on all yvour
sensations of puilt; and, to complete your
distress, though your own conscience turn
evidence against you, ratify the dreadful ver-
dict and pronounce the deserved sentence, so
that you are ready to conclude you are al-
most a damned soul, and that your case is
absolutely desperate ;—yet still there is relief
to be had. Notwithstanding all these'deplor-
able circamstaunces, there is no reason to sink
in despair. For, behold, there is forgiveness
with God ; and such is His mercy, Ile waits
to be ‘gracious in bestowing the invaluable
blessing. As He never confers the faver on

account of anvthing amiable in the ohject, so
*He never withholds it on account of ary

! peculiar aggravations in the sinner’s conduet

or character. To dispute this, -is to deny
that sulvation ix by grace. Divine merey is
not ccnditional, narrow, or limited—not iike
that which is exercised by men, backward to
irterpose till something inviting appear in
its ohject. No; it is divinely sovereign and
ahsolutely free.

Consider, O disconsolate soul ! how many
millions now inhabit the regions of immortal
purity, and exult in bliss, that were once
loathsome with ain, and laden with guilt,
pressed with fears, and ready to sink in
despair—in a word, altogether as ahowminahle
and wretched as you can possibly be. Re-
flect 8« moment, and see whether you cannot
find, smong those spirits of the just made
perfect, such as were by nature the same,

and, before mercy was shewed, no better by

A}
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ractice than yourself, There vou will find’
that adept in every kind of wickedness, the  thee with incense.

11

thee o serve with an offering, tior wearied
‘Fhou haat bought me

idolatrous and bloody Manasseh, ‘There you | no sweet cane with money, neither hust thon

may sve the perfidious Peter—the inan who,
coutrary to the dictates of his cansciencs, to
the warnings of his Master, and to his own
most solemn protestations, denied, with oaths
and curses, his Lord and Saviour. ‘There
you may behold many ot the profligate Cur-
inthians—persons that were once a reproach
10 their country, and a scandal to human na-
While near to the Son of God, and

filled me with the iat of sacrificea: but
thou hast made me to serve with thy sins ;
thau hast wearied me xith thine iniquities.”
After such a heavy charge—rather, after such
a complication of charges, exhibited againat
them, who could expect bhut the next words
would flash vengeance, and denounce utter
destruction?  But, lo! rejoice, O ye hea-
vens ! and shout for joy, O ye children of

scated on thrones of bliss, you cannot but! men! every syllable is balm, every word

hehald many of those Jerusalem sinners who « teems with consolation,
imbued their handas in the blood of our Divine 1 let the worst of sinners attend and hear !

Lord, The very thought of these must re-
vive the heart of every drouvping sinner, Iu

Jehovah speaks :
L
whom thou hust 50 notoriously offended, even
I am Fe that blotteth out thy transgressions ;

a word, there you wiil see sinnera of every tnot bhecause thou art humble or any way

sort and of every size,

So that, be your sins |

qualified for merey, hut for mine own sake—

like a debt of milliona of talents; be they | to demaonstirate the viches of myv grace, and
wore in number than the stars of the firma- i to display the glory of all my perfectiona,
ment, and heavier than the sand of the sea;: And so fully and effectually sball this be

yet this full forgiveness superabounds. Let
this be your rest, and this your joy : that
Grace reigus in the pardon of sin.

The ntat requisite in a complete pardon,
is, that it be free; or, in other words, not
vouchsafed on any conditiona te he performed
by the sinner. In regard*to Christ our
surety, the pardon of any, even the least
offence, was suspended on the performance
of the most dreadful conditions and the hard-
est terms.  ‘T'he terms—the conditions, were,
His iucarnation, His most perfect obedience
1o the divire law, and subjection to the most
infamous death of the Cross. As to Chriat
our substitute, blood was the rigorous condi-
tion ; blood was the dreadful demand ; «ven
the pouring out of His own blood, was the
righteous requisition of divine justice. Tor,
without shedding of bload, even the bloud of
the Prince of Life and Lord of Glory, there
is no remission of any offences. The atone.
ment of our glorious High Priest is that which
satisfies the claims of justice, which procures
the pardon of #in, and vacifies th2 consciences
of men when pained with a sense of guilt.

This forgiveness. uotwithstanding, abso-
lutely free to the sinner. It is dispensed
according to the riches of divine mercy, and
is received in a way of grace. As it is writ-
ten, ¥ We have redemptioh through His
bloud, even the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riehes of His grace.”” The death of
Christ is the meritorious cause, and the glory
of God is the ultimate end, that Jehovah has
in view when He bestows the blessing.
* God, for Christ’s sake, kath forgiven you.”
*I, even 1, am he that blotteth out thy trans-
gressions for my own sake.” The last pas-
wage is 8o remarkably apposite, that I cannot
forbear transcribing it more at large. * But
thou hast r:ot called upon me, Q Jacob; but
thou hast heen weary of me, O Israel. ‘Thou
hast not brought me the small cattle of thy
burnt offerings, neither hast thou honored
e with thy sacrifices. 1 have not caused

done, that I will not remember thy sins any
more. Here we have the Apostle’s declara-
tion finely exemplified : ** Where sin abound-
ed, grace did much more abound.” In the
instance before us, we behuld a people highly
favored of the Lord, neglecting Huis positive
appointments, though easy to be pertormed ¢
we behold them restraining prayer hefore
God, and quite weary of His worship. Yes,
we hear their Sovereign complain that they
have caused Him to serve with their sins,
and wearied Him with their multiplied
crimes ; and yet these impious wretches are
pardoned. Amazing merey! Siu abounds
like a flood, but grace abounds like an ocean,
ABrauam Boori.

e ¢

Too Active to Freeze,

Ilooked to nature. It was a clear, cold,
winter's day. ‘I'he crisp, untrodden snow
which covered the landscape, sparkled in the
sunligat, ss if with millions of gems. The
little stream that in summer was always
dancing and singing by the wayside, was now
completely frozen over, silent and still under
its icy covering; but as we approached the
mill, where a little fall was visible in jts
channel, there it was leaping and sparkling
as merrily as in the midst of 2 summer’s day.
Cold as it was on every side, and frost-bound
as the stream was above and below, here it
was 200 active and busy to freeze!

From nature, I turn to Listory. It is sun-
set o the Alps. A traveller ie descending
from the sunmit, when a storm arises, and
the winds blow ; and the snow filling the air,
rapidly buries all tiaces of his path, He
struggles on till his way is lost, and night
sets in in its horrors, when, bewildered, dis-
couraged, exhausted, he sinks down to die,
‘T'he last thought has been given to home and -
kindred aud friends, and his soul commended -
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to his Redeemer, and the numbness is already
dealing on his senser and limbe, when a
sound of distiess is horne on the tempest to
iisears. It is an appeal to his humanity,
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all their Inbor for years and years has gone
into their reapective furms as 80 many sav.
ings-banks, and accumulated there st com.
pound interent, There farm savings-bavks

1hat rouses him even from his stupor of death. { are vi lding large returna this yosr on ae.
With an effort he rices and follows the sonnd | connt of the high prices of prediice, hut thie

as it is vepeated, and soon finds a fellow.tra-
veller Jike himself benighted and exhausted,

and Iying down to be wrapped in the winding

is just the reanon why ministers and all others
on fixed salaries ure in straits.  The expendi.
ture for fond s greatly Drcrensed, sa that the

sheet suread by the tempest, Larnest for | same aalary does not go nearly <o far.  ‘This,
qis brother's sufety, he puts © sth every effort | therefore, is the very time when congregations
1o vouse and animate and rase him ; and hix g shonld meet together and resolve 10 pay un
exertions are crowned with suceess.  Hisyat once all arrears, if there he any, and ta
activity haa kept himself’ from freezing, and |increase the salaries of their ministera to the
suved a fellow-beiny from death ! extent required by the times, and begin the
From nature and .istory I turn fo the { system of paving punctuslly at short intur.
Church. A disciple who has every motive | vals, and if possible in advance.  If 1hey da
1o faithfulness is getting cold, indifferent and § s, they will find themselves, we venture 1
unapiritual.  Ile has entered the backslider's | xav, no poorer in a worldly point of view, ta:
path, and is maoking rapid progresa in it, i much richer in goul; and both they and thei-
when, by tie providenre of God and a word | ministers will realize the troth of the old
tram his pastor, he is ied to become a tract | proverh that he gives twice who gives quick-
distributor and n tencher in the Sunday jly.or, in other words, that a prompt pavment
school.  Before, he was in danger of freezing, | is twice as uacful as a long delayed one.

and becoming cold himself, and, like a mass
ef ice, diffusing a chilling influence around
him. Bat-now, he iz too busy to freeze.
Activity is giving him a glow, Motion is
developing heat; and already others are
gsthering warmth from his example, and led
Ly it to efforts in the cause of Christ, and for
the souls of men.

The water, the traveller, the disciple. each
has a voice for ne. We muat be diligent,
devoted, earnest in our Maker's service, ifi
we would be kept from being cold and life-
Jeas and useless. We shauld aim to be tno
active to stagnate, too busy to freeze, We
should endeavor to be like Cromweil, * wha
not only struck while the iron was hot, but
made the iron hot by striking”—iike the mis.
sionary whao said, ** Iy there be any happiness
on eavth, it is in laboring in the service of
Christ”—like the blessed Redeemer, whose
wmeat and drink it was to do the will of God.
‘I'he vinevard must be cultivated ; and the
eammand is that we enter it and work.
There is work enough to be done, and the
injunction ia, that we do with our might what
eur hands find to do. To be healthful, we
must be active; to be happy, we must he
wweful ; to receive the promise, we must do
the will of God ; we must be diligent, active,
earnest, if we would make our calling and
election sure, and have at last an open and
abundant entrance into the kingdom of our
[ord and Saviour Jesus Chriat. ¢ Be thou
faithful unto death, and I will give thee a
.erawn of life.”"— Selected.

—0— .

On Giving.
Farmers, of all men, are apt to think that
they are not able to give because they do not

handle muck money; but the real truth is,
tkey are, as a class, the best able to give, for

It ix clear that a minister should lire as
comfortably. at lenst, ns the average of his
hearers ; and to support him in this wav it is
only neceasary for nine men to contributea tithe
of their income, ‘I'hatistosar, everynine fami-
lieaconld by voluntarily paying tithes supporc
a minister and his family,  Now, it is also
clear that the obligations of Christiang te
give of their substance to the Lord's work
are not lese than those of the Israelites under
the old dispensation, bat, on the contrary,
much greater,  And though there are many
other things to be done besides supporting
the institutions of religion at home, yet this
has the first claim.  But as there are more
than nine families in most congregations,
there will be means for many more ohjects.

Iv is not, therefore, generally speaking,
any want of ability on the part of hearers
if prenchers are not adequatelv supported,
but a lack of consideration or of liberality.

Brethren of all the laity all over the coun.
try, and of all evangelical denominations, de
think of these things, and let your thoughts
lead to prompt action at a time when it is
so much required by the necessities of those
who are averse to pleading on their own be-
nalf, and who should not be compelled to de
so.

Let us then respectfully suggest that the
lay officers of each congregation consult
upon this importact matter forthwith, and, if
they deem it well, call a meeting of the con-
gregation to lay it before themn.—AMontreal
Witness.

O

GREAT talent renders a man famous ; great
merit procures iospect ; but kind feeling
alone insures affection.

Lrisure i3 a very pleasant garment, but
it is a very bad one for constant wear.
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¢ Blossod are they that mourn.”

——

1 The following beautiful lines are fram the pen of
Archdeacon Spencer. a truly brilliant orna.
ment of the Lstablished Church ]

“Tnx ancrifiees of God are a broken apizit: a
wroken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt
not despise ""—Psalin 1i. 17,

‘tBrrssrDp are they thut mourn, for they shall
be comforted.”~Mat v. 4, 5.
gwerT dwells the shower on Sharon’s le,

Sweet vighs the gale o’er Indin’s billow
Sweet float the forms that faney weaves,

Around her poet’s dreamy pillow ;

Bweet to the exile’s widawed ear,

The lay of youth remetnber’d long,
Ana sweet to speak, and sweet to hear,

‘The music of his native tongue:
$wcet fzom the Gueber’s perfum’d ura

Lheir annward wav his offerings find,

Sweeter the Prodigal’s veturn,
Sweetest the Christian's witl resigned.

Bright is the wild wave's joyous foam,
Bright blooms the fruit in Seville's grove,
Bright glows the cheerful hewrth of home,
Brighter the eye of unswer'd love ;
Bright the Peruvian’s golden chain,
Bright in Brazilian mines the gem,
Brighter Herodins’ gorgeous train,
Brightest the Baptist’s diadem.

Lovely the form of absent friend,
Lovely the maiden’s spell-fraught name,
Lovely the pledge the distant send,
Lovely the good man’s humble fame,
Lovely the unconquered patriot’s bier,
Lovely the land by wmartyr trod,
Lovelier the Christ's Millenium year,
Loaveliest the eternal sight of God.

Nighty Britannia's guarded coast,
Mighty the Gaul’s imperial lord,
Mighty the proud Assyrian’s host,
Mightier the Slaying-Angel’s sword ;—
Mighty the Monarch-Prophet’s song,
Mighty the unrespecting grave,
Mightier the soul that knows no wrong,
Almightest He that died to save.

Dear are the mother’s accents raild,

Dear the reponsive infant’s smile,
Deur is the father’s only child,

And dea: the promise void of guile ;
Dear is the tress of braided hnir

Dearer the farewell fondly spoken.
Dearent the sacrifice of praver,

From heart’s subdued and spirits broken.
Weep, then, thy Saviour bids thee weep,

As all have wept of women born,
‘While seraphs in their glory keep

The blessed watch o'er them that mours.

g

South Sea Missions.
(Cortinued.)

—

ANITEUM.

One of the great crimes of Christian
professors, at the present day, is indifference.
The diverse spiritual staten of the seven
Churches of Asix were aelected by our
blensed Tord to be held up before the minds
of the Christian werid in the foreground of
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the prophetic picture of the Aun~i'ynae, ny
: types of the various aspects which the Crurck
! should presenttilltime should be no mare ; and
cone of the prominent fanlte of these prim-
, itive Christian communities was indifference.
* 1 know thy works that thou art neither culd
l nor hot: I wonld thou wert cold or hot,' aaid
i the deeplydispleased Redeemertoons of these
Asiatic Churches. At the present thue, we
have more Laodiceas than Philadelpiian,
; The eviderce of this is to be seen in aurir.
; regular attendance upon public worship, in
{ the thinness of our prayer-meetings, in the
. niggardliness of our collections, and the gex-
erally temuorising nature of our conduct
where relizions ioterests are involved.
, Doubtless there burns a hot, fierce, and often
* malignant zeal for sector party in the hearts
of many, but a zeal, enkindled by tie Sa.
-~ wiour’s love, for religion per se,is undoub:-
edly mare rare,
Those who treat the gospel with coldness
. and neglect do not know their obligations
“to the religion of the Cross. Eitber their
» tgnorance, or a thoughtlessness which has
“the same effect as ignorance, is thus the
i mother of religions indifference.  Modern
Laodiceans are i this respect like the ancient
i phototypes, te whom the Lord said : ** Be-
i cause thou sayest, Iam rich, and increased
I with goods, and have need of nothing; and
knowest not that thou art wretched, and mis-
{ evable, and poor, and blind, and naked,” &e.
YIf Christian professore only knew what they
| owe 10 the gospel—if they only knew that it
y was the fruitful parentot all the advantages.
comforts, and refinements of society—if they
ouly knew that the institutions "of Christ
form, even in a socio-cconomic point of view,
a border that keeps the web of our social life
from nnraveling—if they only knew that, hut
for the gespel, they would be untutored
savages, incapable of stepping beyond the
doors of their miserable huts without a club
or spear in their hande, their hands stined
with blood, and their hearts dark with ignor-
ance, and on fire with lustand cruelty,—they
would fee! that to be indifferent to Christian
taith and duty wus a disgrace to their human-
ity. To awaken in our minds a clear view
of our obligations to Christ in a social point of
view, and enkindle our hearts with hecoming
zeal in our religious duties, let ua present a
brief picture of what,—ere the Spirit of God
directed the missionary to its blood-stained
shores —Aniteum was.

By consulting the excellent map of the
New Hebrides, which was so seasonably pub-
lished in the September No. of the Zecord.
our ordinary readers will perceive that
Auniteum is the most southeraly island of the,
group. Being the nearest island to Aunctralia,’
from which it is 1500 wmiles distant, and
possessed of a superior harbor, it now forms
an admirable base for conducting the peaceful
campaigns of the Cross upon the otker
islande. lts discovery is owing ‘o the nau-
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tical enterprise of Captain Cook, its evange-
tization to the heaven.directed and sustained
weal of John Geddie and lady, and both dis-
covery and conversion owing to the mercy of
1im who riles the Church and the nationsy
to whom be the gloryl Its circumference
Leing 40 wmiles and its population 3,600, it
may be considered, in sizxe and ichabitants,
about the average of an ordinary Scotch
parish, or about twice the size of Pictou
{slerl. ‘he general aspett of the ialand is
said to be mountainous, some of the moun-
tains rising to the respectable height of 3,000
feet. From this and other circumstances,
its origin may be deemed to have been vol.
canie. [t contains a valuable soil, on which
grow the usual tropical fruits that sustain life,
—the taro, bread-fruit, and vam, and, w point
of natural scenery, offers a bewitching sight
to the eves of the adwmirer of nature. ‘The
Geddies, while in this country, saw no gar-
dens to he compared in beauty to their own
in the far distant home of their adoption,—
8o heautiful were the flowers, so lovely their
form, so deiicate their tints, and so varied
their kinds. Such is the agreeable refuge
which the hand of God has provided for the
tempest-driven mariner, a refuge in which he
is vow as secure from the cruelty of the
savage as from the violence of the storm.
I'ne olive hranch of peace now blooms on
these radiant shores, and the voice of the
rurtle-dove of peace is heard ia that land.
The Aniteumese aie said to he of an infe-
rior mixed race—some negroes and some
Malays—some claiming kindred with Ham,
and some with Shem. Like many modern
belles in the fashiounable werld. they did not
atoo their bodies, but they painied profusely,
and wore ornaments in their ears and rouad
their wrisls. So nearly do fashionahle ex-
remes vesemble barbarism! They had no
manufactures. The gospel is the enlighten-
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naturs which has been admitted by every in-
quiring mind? * Nugerain, who was fur~
nished with a shell Jike a tortoise, zast his-
shell, and left it behind him when he went to
some distant part. During his abseunce,. his
children pierced the said shell with the stalk
of the cocoa-nut leaf, and burned it with: five,.
and on account of this the race were donmed
to die.” A supreme deity with a shelli like ze
tortoise, offers a fine study to the advocates
of mere natural religion, who owe rae supe-
rior light with which they assail the gospels
to the gospel itself; and the scurehed: shell
waould form a nice substitute for the Seripture.
account of the Fall! Viewed as anvindistinet
traditipn of a true history, it is important;
but viewed as a rational asecound,. it is- con-
temptible.

There were, in addition 2o this powerful
but most absurd shell-bearing dey, innume-
rable lesser gods.  Like the pulstheism of
classical antiquity, every place, every. disease,
every storm, had its god. ‘'ithey worshipped
the sun and moon, ‘The lovers of traditional
lore, however, will be surprised to hear that
in Aniteum the famous * man in the moan”
was a womnan! As man, in his most degra-
ded state, never wholly loses the instinet of
immortality, so the poor Aniteumese held o
future state.  Thekr heaven was- eating and
sensuality ; and their hell, being dragged over
sharp stones, and a perpetual pinching of the-
nose and ears,

. If such were the religious notions, we may
. imagine that the moral stare of the peopis
y would be very debased. ‘Ehe Ariteumese
, were in constant terros, either from invisible
; beings or from the murderous club of the
, assassin. No one c011d go any distance from
, his dwelling. The orphun was murdered to.
, save the tronble of nurture.  Misery deaden-
ed the feelings of maternal affection. The

ed parent of science and art, and witkout it ; bodies of the slain in battle were cooked ard

men are but one remove from the beasts that
perish.

They were, like the heroes of classic anti-
quity, polytbeists : but their principal eity

world was Amteum, and Nugerain its creatar.
‘I'his mythical personage was quite a rerark-
able fishermun, as the following fishing story
would seem to prove:—*“ On a certain day,
he went out, to fish, and, as he cdrried on his
fishing operations, his hook got fast to some
unknown object, und he hauled away till, lo!
he brought up Aniteum.” Tom Paine and
other infidels used to ridienle the Scriptural
account of the Fall, because so much evil was
alleged to have followed the simple act of
eating an apple—not knowing, or refusing to
know, that the appie was an invention of
their own, and not perceiving that the slight-
er and more trivial the prohibition, the better
was it fited 10 be a fest of obedience. But
how would they like the following Aniteum-

1

was & mythical being called Nugerain. Their |

, eaten, and the disgusting eannibal feast suc-
ceeded the savage encounter. Their battles,
in which only two or three were slain, how-
ever, presented a favorable contrast to ours,
in which thousands of aead bodies are offered
up 2 sacrifice to the un-christian war-demon.
of Christian men. Widows. were invariably
slain by strangulation, that their souls might
accompany the souls of their busbands to the
world of s icits! The widow herself was
most anxious for death, zud her nearest re-
lation, a father, mother, daughter, &e.,
was the operator. The details of savage
life are of such a nature as cannot even be
imagined. The preceding brief remarks
ought to suffice to point vut our obligation to
Him who has called us out of darkness into
His marvellous light, and prepare us for ap-
preciating the change which has passed over
this island. ALK

exe account of that ** unhingement” of human ;



"IN Nova SCoTiA AND THE ADJOINING ProVINCES. 5

Rboollections of a Scottish Dominie.
( Concluded. )
IN a former article I remarked on the ex-
®me severity of discipline which, some
irty ‘years ago, prevailed in the public
%hools of Scotland, and endeavored to show
Wt the teacher was not individually respon-
Yible for ihat discipline. It was only a speci
t?’m of a universal characteristic of the
}leme' The iron hand of authority pressed
avily on society in every direction, and
e modern doctrine had not yet been learn-
that both men and children might be
:{el‘-governed. We must observe, however,
at public opinion has already re-bounded
the opposite extreme, and because punish-
nts were wont to be carried to excess, the
Otion seems to be generally in vogue that
ere ought to be (almost) no punishment at
L Because John Howard showed that our
Tlsons were shamelul dens of famine, squalor
'd disease, our prisons must now be palaces
thout and within, and our greatest criminals
Ust be better lodged, better fed, and better
nded than an honest working man. Be-
Use men and boys were at one time most
. elly and unjustly hanged for stealing a
ken handkerchief, the ferocious murderer
% now patted on the head, pitied for the
i ‘dness of his fate, and the feelings of huntan-
ty are theught to be outraged by the fact of
:engexecu’tion. All the pity that used to be
*8towed on the poot victim is now transfer-
Ted to the poor criminal. A weak and foolish
Yentimentalism has-invaded the sacred seat
public justice, and at this moment, through-
-2ut England and Scotland, not one murderer
:’ithe dozen stands in any danger of losing
48 own life. So subject is human opinion
the ¢ falsehood of extremes.” When a
W idea once fairly gets the wind of public
- Plnion into it, it blazes up into a flame and
aightway burns itself to ashes; and then
ee are in as great darkness as before. This
Xeess of sentimentalism has seriously affect-
o the discipline of public schools, and con-
h“}tutes the grekt evil agaiust which teachers
thee to struggle in the faithful discharge of
eir duties. In Scotland, owing to the pe-
. larly favored position of the teacher, this
‘hvﬂ is little felt; but in England, and in all
3 British Colonies, it forms a seyious bar-
a to the progress of education. If the
Uthority of the teacher is not firmly, sup-
. ?"l‘ted by the parents, his usefalness
pp Rreatly impaired, and the interests
Thethe' pupils must suffer in proportion.
I h!'e is too much truth in the maXim of
%hn Ratho, that « human beings are by na-
‘;l'e indolent and depraved,” and t;he.mistak.e
do, ohn consisted in blindly catrying this
thectl‘.me to excess, and omitting to temper
o Higour of discipline with the mildness of
3mp3thy. Let me entreat all those who
"[lv'e their children, to abstain carcfully from
Undue interference “with the teacher, and

to speak in private with the highest Fespect

.| of that man or woman to whom is entrusted

the intellectual and moral training of ‘those
whom they hold so dear. The office of the
teacher is a noble and dignified one ; 'and un-
til it is universally felt to be so, the interests
of education must suffer. We feel grateful
to a physician who cures our child of a pain-
ful and dangerous disease, even although he
is paid for his trouble. Ought we not to
feel a deep debt of gratitite to the than
through wEose enlightened skill and agsidu-
ous care the same child is raised out of the
helpless ignorance of nature into the percep-
tion and the exercise of the highest facul-
ties with which God has endowed him? He
who pours light on the dark mind, and
throws open the “gates of wisdoin to the
groping soul, is a benefactor of his race.
‘The minister exertises a high and sacred func-
tion, béit his success and usefulhess greatly
depend on the pioneer who has gone before
him, and that pioticer is the teacher. It has
Leen the fishion in recent times to declaim
agiinst the use of corporal punishment in
schools, and to maintain that a school may be
governed ' far better without the use of the
rotl. In former days the rol was employed
without discrimination and without mercy.
In fact, it was relied on as the only instru-
ment of government. No dcuht this wds &
grevious mistake, but in my opinion'it is a
still greater mistake to suppose that it can be’
dispensed with altogether. ~One circumstance
is very noticeable in relation to the new theory
of school government, viz:: that no man whs
has had anypractical experiénce of teaching has
ever appeared as an advocate of thisdoctrine.
Theorists and schemers who never knew what
it was to conduct a school for any length of
time have presuired to dictate how a school
should be managed, but all such parties must
be dismissed as incompetent tojudge the ques-
tion. When a commission is appointed to in-
vestigate any subject, on which a difference of
opinion has arisen, the members of that com-
mission are always men who are practically
skilled in the matters at issue. If the point
to be decided lies within the province of
medical science, the witnesses summoned are
medical men. If a man entrasted with the
administration of a province is charged with
mis-government, and a commisi~n of enquiry
is instituted, the members of the commission
are invariably men who have had persoual
experience in the art of government, antl are
capable of appreciating the difficulties of the
position. For example, when the recent out-
cry arose against Goverhor Eyre on account
of the way in which hg suppressed the Ta-
maica insurrection, and an enquiry was de-
manded by the voice of public opinion, the
gentleman selected to conduct the enquiry’
was himself a Governor. Sir Henry Stork
was ‘trgnsferred from the sphere of his own
government to the scene of the insurrectica, .
to predide’ove- the commission. When a comx
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mission consisting of schoolmasters declares
that corporal punishments are altogether unne-
cessary in schools, we shall accept their testi-
mony and bow to their decision. The doc-
trine of the English law is that the teacher
stands n loco porentis, in the place of the
parent; and we may ask, where is the father
who does not require occasionally, to use the
rod among his children? 1 once knew a
man who never touched his boys, and he
boasted of this on all occasions. He had
but two sons, and they broke his heart.
One of them turned out a reckless profligate,
and shot himself in his twenty-fourth year.
The other is at this moment a vagabond,
hanging loose on society, and likely to end
his days in a penal settlement. The general
rule to be observed is, I believe: Never
punish with the rod unless it is evident from
the character of the culprit that is this the only
effective means of corréction, and let the
punishment be always proportioned to the
offence, neither too severe, nor too light;
moreover, in every instance let the punish-
ment be administered in a calm and dispas-
sionate manner. When Socrates’ bond-ser-
vant one day carelessly let fall a precious
vase, and broke it in pieces, the philosopher
‘exclaimed, * Were I not in a passion, sir, I
would beat you!” an excellent example for
teachers and parents to imitate.

{ shall now draw towards a ¢lose what I
had got to say about John Ratho, the Par-
ochial Schoolmaster of F——. And let not
the reader suppose that the individual men-
tioned is one who existed nowhere save on
the pages of this Record. lohn Ratho
(though he wore a different name) was a
veritable man, a Parish Teacher or * Domi-
nie” of the old race which has now almost
totally disappeared. I know still of one or
two fossil remains of this genus within the
bounds of Scotlund, old feeble dotard bache-
lors whom the late Educational Bill swept
out of office, to make way for another gene-
ratien. The old-fashioned Dominie seldom
married. He was (a8 his successor almost al
ways is) a Licentrate of the Church of Scotland
and the expectant of a ministerial charge. In
many of the lowland counties of Scotland, the
ranks of the ministry were thus frequently re-
plenished from the or(!er of Parochial Teachers,
and the fortunate aspirant, as soon as he found
himself installed in the'manse, generally took
to himseif an help-mate. Ifhis hair, however,
had become gray before he arrived at the
summit of his wishes, he seldom thought of
changing his solitary condition ; and no doubt
he acted wisely in his respect. It is too
late to begin to dream of love when the sun
has gone down behind the hills, and all the
sky is dim and gray. The roses of June will
not hloom amid the snows of December.

* John Ratho was a Licentiate of the Church
of Scotland, but he never found a patron, and
he never took a wife. The reader may con-
Jjecture that the question of matrimony was

THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

THE CHURCH OF 8COTLAND

decided by him according to pure arithme?:,
tical rules. A wife was an article whos?

utility he would determine by averdupoi®

weight. John had no other kind of scales

than grocers’ scales for weishing anything

whatever. Yet there was a period in bi®.
history—though that period was long gon¢

by before 1 knew him—when his eye, no

wholly blinded by the dust of this world, had.

glimpses of

“The light thatne’er was seen by land nor ses.”’

In his early days, it was said that he stood
in his pantaloons as bravely as any one, an
wore s silver buckle over the knee, and li

a clear and unwrinkled brow above the eartts
and looked like a man; and once, while sit
ting in his garden in the quiet of a summer
evening, an ethereal messenger, clad in shin-
ing wings, suddenly appeared before him, a#
if newly dropped from a rosy cloud. The
features of her face were carven in lines 0.

i

perfect beauty. On her brow sat Heavenlf

truth as upon a throne, and the light that
beamned from her eyes was instinct with ap.
inner glory which filled and overflowed it#
sanctuary. Innocent peace lay cradled in the
twin rose-buds of her lips. She stood cloth
ed all in white samite, and held in her right
hand a golden rod, pointed towards the skies-.
“ My name,” she said, “is Love. I comet®
break the dread spell that is gathering ovef
thy heart, sealing all its fountains'in the icy
chill of death. The god of this workd if
weaving his mortal coils about thee; and M.
thou wilt not listen to my voice, thy sinews
shall soon be stiffened into stone, and th
forlorn spirit imprisoned in a living sepul-
chre.” Having said these words, she vanish-
ed; but all the air was for a while purplé
with her light, and fragrant with her breath/
and the young man arose and stalked hithef
and thither with stately strides, and seem®
for a season the lord of the universe.
speak without parable: Young John Rathe
once fell in love; and had he been united, in
his early days, to the object of his affectiony
it is more than likely that all the future 0
his history would have worn a different hue-
He would have been saved from himself. It
would have been well for him if he had give®
away that heart of his, and received anothef
in return. There is a popular belief that the
bear, while shut up in his winter dormitory»
sucks his own paw for nourishmeut; and, 8¢-
cording to this theory, it is no wonder that
he comes forth in the spring to the light of
day with his features haggard and his side#
fallen in. This is the kind of life which Joh?
Ratho lived for many a year. Like the besl
in the cave, he preyed on himself and shrunk
into a gaunt and bony spectre. Truly it 18
not good for man to bealone. Ifthe natu
affections of the human heart do not run forv
in pearly streams, they will stagnate withi®
and breed corruption. = The Parish Ministef
of F—— had a pretty daughter, on who®

P
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John had looked with a wonder-struck eye | She maun cavry it about wi’ her,” he an-
in the days of his youth, and the impression | swered, * for she didna get it here ; and when
which the young creature had made upon him { she is just staggeriv’, she gangs off doun to
wes unever wholly effaced.  Lilly Lee was, in | the auld kirk-yard, and sits and greets on
temper and character, the very opposite of her ; her faither's and mither’s grave.  Tuir maw,
slow and silent admiver. Nature seems to | if he could open his ee frae the sleep o’ death
rejoice in contrasts, and to bring together, ; and see the sad waif that’s sittin’ o’er his
in the bands of wedlock, characters which dust, he wouldna ken it was his ain daughter.
are the complements of each other. Ia the | his bonnie Lilly Lee, that he was sac proud to
present instance, however, she failed. Lilly | dandle and nuyse in his arms langsyne!”
was rosy with health and sparkling with vi- | “ But how did this lady acquire such a habit
vacity, @ creature brimming over with lifeand , as this?” I'said.  “ You may ask that ques-
hope, in whose luge clear eves you coulil see , tion at thousands, sir, as muckle lefi to them-
vour own face as in a mirror; yet vou could selves as she is. It woukd o netimes be hard
not discern the image vevy distinctly, for it: to answer. Mr. Lee, the minister o this
oated and danced in such a world of quiver- ; parish. was as pure and godly a man as ever
ing light.  John was naturally slow, cold and |, lived, and humble, too, and kindly at hame
caleulating; and yet he delighted to lic on; and abroad. e watched o'er his flock wi’
the brink of that busy fountain, and watch ; anxious care, and herde 1 the lambies frae a°
the erystal waves daneing up in the sunshine. © ill, and tried to keep them @ in the fauld o
He liked to look into Lilly’s wild eyes. ‘The . the Good Shepherd. This thirty vear he has
result, however, was, that Liily laughed ut been sleeping * the moals, yet his Llessed
her lumbering lover, with his mute stavings i memory sanctities the places whaur his pre-
and awkward compliments, and never for a,sence has heea. T canna tell how lus ain
moment believed that that was the man for . single bairn, for he never had bui the -me.
whom her heart was made. The poor fellow ; should have gane the wrang road.”  + Was
saw at last that he was slighted ; and having ; the mather 1 good woman?”  «S8he was a
waited humbly for a while at the golden porch ; kindly body ta them she had a notion 0.
of love, looking wistfully to catch a glimpse ; ** Was she a sober woman?”  + [ doot,” said
of the radiant palace within he slowly'departed , my friend ; ¢ that’s whaur the root o’ the evil
from the door-step, and returned no more. , lies; but she’s gane ta ber rest, and we winna
And well had it been for hotk of these voung ; rake up ler buried dust.”
people if they could have blended their hearts | Ob. futhers and mothers ! think of the trus-
and lives in ome. Lilly was Jeft an orphau , that Gail has commitied to you, and be care-

. in her thirtieth year, had by that time drunk ; ful that your children do not rise up, in the

© the wine of life to the lees, and deciined into | last judgment. in testimouy against you to
a faded and fretful coquette. I saw her a I condemn you as the murderers of their souls !

few summer’s ago, when she was about 60 The best of parents often have, to their grief
and sorvow, pradigal chilitren, whose wilful

years of age.  After many wanderings in the
world, she had come to re-visit the scenes of ; anid determined folly defeats e/l the eflorts of
piety and gooduess; yet, in th

her childhood and youth. She had 2 snali; he majority of
annuity on which she contrived to Eve and ; those instimeces in which whole families tarn
keep up an outward appearance of gentility ; | out badly, the case may be traced to some
yet all the ingenious artifices of pride could , pernicious influence which wax ecarly at work
not completely disguise the bard face of po-; —some evil seed that was sileatly sown Iu
verty. She was neatly and clegantly attived, ; the heart long years before. when the soil
yet her adornments had not that fresh lustre. was quick and fertife. In the case of Lilly
,which only a well-filled purse is able to sus-| Lee. the cxaited virtae of the one parent
‘tain. Her former beauty, too, had passed | could not save her from the evil example «f
away.  Her brow was furrowed, and time | the other.  The heritage which an intemper-
tad been busy scratching with his sharp } ate mother handed down to her, was disgrace
fingers long scores about the angles of the and musery. Old men and young! will ye
eyes. A hot flush scemed to burn on her labor night and day for money, that ye may
cheeks, but the rose, in its delicate freshness, | turn it into liquid fire to scath and blast botn
had faded away, and there remained only a, body and soul? Have you a wife? Yanare
akeleton of the once velvet flower.  She was . breaking her heart day by day, znd sinking
a guest for a few days at the house of a friend | her fast into a premature grave. Have vou
of ming, at which I happened to meet her. j children®  Their helpless limbs and tender
On privately asking this friend how Miss, voices will surely touch your soul with pity.
Lee contrived to spend her time, he shook | It were better that a mill-stone were Lang
kis head, and said, “Ah! puir thing, she is { round vour neck, and that you were drowned
muckle to be pitied. I fear she has learned ; in the depths of the sea, than that the blood
a bad habit. I had often heard that she had | of one of these little ones should be upon

an

2en to the drink. but didoa believe it: bat
now I can sec it’s o’er true.  She has heen
runk twice since she canie to my house”
*And where,” I asked, *3did ‘she get 1P

vour head. Iave you a mother? Poorsou}?
she weeps her eyes sore far vou every night.
wHen you think not of her, cnd prayy in
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secret to the Father of merey to pity and
-save you.

John Ratho was for many years the most
distinguished teacher in the North of Scot-
Jand.  His peculiar talent, as I have shown,
cousisted in accumulating, and the only thing
ke knew how to give away, was knowledge.
In this art, he excelled most other men,  The
consequence was, that his school was always
averflowing, and the pupils he sent up to the
University o! Aberdeen, displayed such a
marked superiority to those of other teaehers,
that the Professors could soon distinguish
them from the common herd. After having
filled 1he office of Parochial Schoolmaster
of F—— for forty years, he retired with a
fortune, purchased an estute which yielded
-a yearly rental of £200 sterling, and built a
-mansion on it which cost £1500. Yet thie
-man’s income, during those forty years, never
exceeded about £150 sterling.  Poor old
man, he was about sixty years of age when
he left the old achool-hovse for ever, and
went 1o reside in his new mansion on bis es-
tate, and at that age, his naturally strong mind
was in ruins. Xor some vears previously, he
had ceascd 1o perform any of the duties of
‘the office. He retained the salary, and was
legally entitled to be called the Schooimaster
of F , until bis death, but all the work
was performed by a substitute. In these va-
-cant vears, he wandered about the fields with
his long staff, the old dim cloak, and the de-
{apidated hat, not knowing what to do with
himself. A more forlorn and pitinble spec-
tacle thau this imbecile old man could scarcely
be imogined. ‘The little mind that was left
to him was perpetually racked about his
worldly affairs, The greedy vampire that had
sucked his heart dry, fastened next on his
hrains, and left at last nothing but an empty
husk. During the last three or four years of
his life, which were spent in his mansiou, he
was in a state of drivelling idiocy, believing
himself to he a common pauper. He generally
sat in the kitchen beside the woman who was
paid to take charge of him, moping over the
fire,and mumbling incoherent sentences, total-
ly ignorant of his own condition. The spaci-
ous rooms of the fine mansion were all naked
and tenantless, save a little parlor and bed-
room in which the few decayed articles of
~furniture that had served him in the school-
house had been disposed. The walksand par-
1evres which had been laid out in front of the
house, were over-grown with weeds. The
tront door, fast locked, was never opeued,
arnd with its rusty knocker and dusty side-
panes, and blindless windows, presented a
forsaken and desolate appearance. The old
anan, after sitting for hours perhaps before
1ne Kuchen fire, would rise, take his staff in
Dhis band, and advancing, 1o the wall, would
prodeed to teach an imaginary class in Euciid.
Pointing with the staffl 10 some mystic hand-
ariting;on the wull, the forgeries of u diseas-
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ed brain, he would correct some blunder-
ing pupil, pause, and,scowling across the
room, commaud silence, * Well sir, If A
B=B C ——what next ?” Then the old fiend
would tug at his tail, and, the miser sitting
down, would turn out a handfal of silver
cojus which he was allowed to carry in his
pocket, and count them one by one again and
agein for hours together. He was in this de-
plorable state of mind when I called to see him
one autumn evening. I had never been in that
district of the country before, but 1 found the
house—a large and elegant building, standing
upon a gentle emiunence, and commanding a
beautiful range of country, consisting of richly
cultivated fields flush with verdure knee-deep,
or gelden with ripened corn nodding for the
sickle. ‘I'he blush of sunset was over all, and
the blessing of heaven seemed to rest here, if
anywhere. 1 thought that he who was lord
of this lovely demesne, ought to be a happy
wan. A few stately pines stood about the
mansion, at a respectful distance, like ta}l
sentinels, and on the top of the tallest a
black-bird was stationed, whistling his even-
ing hymn athwart the trauquil heavens, But
oh! the vanity of human hopes and human
ambition! ‘The owner of all this wealth and
beauty believed himself a pauper! He had
coined his heart into gold, and was now a
beggar. I found him, as I had been led to
expect, sitting in the kitchen. He seemed to
kunow me, but in no other way than as a cow
or a horse knows a face with which it has
veen familiar. I tried every artifice to bring
myself home intelligently to his recollection,
and for a while succeeded. He ordered the
woman to put a fire in the parlour. She
obeyed, and we were left alone. He rang
the parlour bell, but, when the servant ap-
{ eared, forgot what he had done, and asked
what she wanted ? She asked what ke want-
ed, telling him he had called. He bade her
bring the wine-bottle, which was brought,
and he then filled a glass for himself,
and one for wme. I knew, of course, that in
his youth he had loved Lilly Lee, and 1 had
been informed that only a few years back he
had asked Miss Lee--now a very venerable
maiden—to be his wife; but as he would not
consent to make over his whole property and
estate to her, she still refused to take his
name. When Miss Lee tried her charms
against the god whom he worshipped, the
older and stronger idolatry prevailed, and
the marriage never took place. ** When did
vou see Miss Lee?” 1 asked him. At the
sound of that name, a gleam of intelligence
instantly spread over his countenance. One
spark from the ashes of that sacred fire seen-
ed for 2 moment t¢ light up all the dark void
within. A ravening selfishness had been ke
means of destroying his intellect. "That soli
tary spot of his nature on which alone s
Leam from heaven had once struck, was y4
green and undecayed, while ull beside wasa
withered and wasteful desert. It is oft:
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l'.'g before that which is good and holy dies
Uhin ys, 1s there not, within the heart of
we most hardened sinner, some latent sc'ae:l
Paradise which the dewa of heaven, falling
';b: timely season, may quicken and fertilize ?
o réd of the prophet summoned water
°m the flinty rock. )
oon afier this period, John Ratho died ;
" the hoarded fraits of all his life-long toils
®Nt to others. As a Teacher, he did great
*Tvice in hie day, and he was the worst enemy
himself. His history shows the great
yers of bachelorhood, and the miserable
2eets of auarice on the character and hap-
Ness of a man. W.M.P.
Albion Mines, Feby., 1866.

¥

wh@ Sabbath Question in Scotland.

MTHAT, at the creation of the world, the Sah-
th asa day of rest was appointed, in the
h‘%n'l chapter of Genesis, has been received
o Chris:ians generally,  No doubt, traces of
Xbhatl abservance amorg Antidituvianes and
-B;"ﬁarchc were few and indistinct. yet most
16le readers, perwnaded of ‘the appointment,
:‘dﬂy believed that they who feared God
+™ called on His name in six days, would
Wore especially observant of  the one day
‘w 2even that He had appointed as a holy
Wbath to Mimeelf.” Accordingly, the idea
0 onticipated Sabbath, or one appointéd
ot DOt to be observed till thousands of yeary
mePWards, never crossed their minds. - ftwas
": refined a theory, unwarranted by facts
4 not aathorized by the saered historian ;
“*el’efore Dr. Palty’s conjectural emendation
nl“ttill-born, and was merely given as an
’tcise a1 the Halls for refutation.

Vext : ‘I'hat this Sabbath, instituted at the
hx‘ﬂning, was ‘atterwards embodied in the
20 Crlogue, and ushered in with the admoni-
: Note ** remember,” and concluded with a
'n.h“'pect to the period of its appointment,

Ot in six days the Lord made heaven and
‘h"h' and rested the seventh day; wheretore
tige L?.'d blessed the Babbath day and sanc-
te ed it,” was as obvious and uncontradicted a
b:th‘ Difficulties there might be as to Sab-
& th observance, but nona as to the Sabimath
N""_nand—none as to the authority and per-
"'““-)’ of the Fourth Commandment. But
» 'ate years, whether owing to the-irksome-

8 of ‘the restraint imposed by :law upon
‘h:nnn wilfulness, or to the spirit of r}()}'elty
1 0ad, the Rabbath has been first disliked,
l:'l attacked. It has been declared to t.)e a
< '8 institute not hinding ‘upen Christians
g”;’ have been but local and temporary, and
."’n.n‘ completely set aside by the New Testa-
Bee, t Accordingly, Railway Directors have
Co n dl‘fVing trains through i, Steamboat
h'mplnleu prosecuting theirtrads,and worldly
)‘-" Pursuing their secalar avocations on 1t

Yet Scotiand was sound in the core. Few

o8

cities hatter kept the Sabbath in appearancs
than Edinburgh—no pleasure trains, no gar.
dens open, no Sabbath excursions. A “ so«
iemn quiet reigned around.” The Beoten
peaple teltthat the argument of their ministers
was correct, and that the pracrice of cessarion
from work on that day was snund and come-
ly—that, because of it, privileges were given
aad enjoyed for sacred worship, and that
bath Cuurch and Country flourished under
Sabbath observance. But a vew trial was in .
store, The North British Railway Directors
—+purely as a matter of gain, as their chair-
man acknowledged—resolved to test fidelity
to principles, and to run pasrenger trains be=
twixt Ediaburgh ard Glasgow. The Church-
es,as in datv bound, have been forced to take
up the scandal, and ministers have spoken
out as the occasion and subject reqnired.
Among the test, a distinguisied-divine of our
own Church has published a pamphiet upon
the sebject, which, being circulated also in
this country, has caused a wide-spread feel-
ing. He goes much furrher than other men,
* nolding the Fourth Commandment to be
abolished,”—not only o, but ©* the whole ten
ret aside, under the plea that Christ has tul-
diilled and discharg-s us from rheir obligation,
and that, under law to 1lim, we need no Old
Testament rule or precept.”  Of course, this
settles the whole matter, and there is no use
in arguing for the Sabbath any longer ; but if
carried to its legitimate extent, this principle
will be found to unsettle more than the De-
calogue: it will unsettle the Epistles and
!Gowpels likewise, which rest upon the autho-
{rity of the Law and establish it. -And what
is then to come of our religiou—broken down
and ravished ? and how are'we to raice a stan-
dard against the unbeliever and sceptic?
Thus believing (hawever unintentional on the
pait of its assaitant) that the attack is-not eon-
fined to the outworks, and that it is the daty
of both Record and writer to contend for the
*faith once delivered to the esaints,” I shall
proceed Lo examine these views, and to show
tneir  unscripturalness and perniciousness,
without, hawever, any disrespect to so emi-
neat and wmiable a Divine, whose praise is
in all the -Churches, end in none more de-
servedly than in our Colonial one, which he
nas sought to benefit mare perhaps than any
other living man in the Mother Country.
A. W. H,
e

The Duke of Argyle on * Unioas.”

Hap the DUKE of ARGYLL not heen &
Duke and a Minister of State, he would pro.
bably have been a Preshyterian divm_e.
Neither can it be doubted that, in the pulpit,
he would have heen, at the very least, a
CAIRD, a TULLOCH, or a NORMAN MACLEOD,
His views on religious questions ere, at all

times, worthy of attention; and on one of
these questions he ha. just spoken out man-
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fuliv and well. In his address in the City
Mail en Tuenduy, a8 president of the * Na-

- tional Bible Society of Seotland,” his Grace
nllud=d to the desire which has been mani-
fested in certain quarters for a‘* united Chris-
tendom,” to be brought ubout by a union of
the English, the Roman Catholic, aml the
Greek Churches. ‘I'he Duke showed very
eoncinsively that “unicn withone setof men
ve'y often means wider separation from an.
other set of men,” and that the tendency, if
‘not the uim, of the movement so strenuvuply
advaeated by Dr. PUSEY, was to detach the
Anglican Chiurch from all other Protestant
hudies ; and thus, while promoting union iu
wne direction, to increase division and widea
-divergence iu another. He farther argued
that a * united ‘Christendom” meant ouly a
‘s preat aystem of priesthood—one system of
priesthond over the whole of Christendom ;”
und wouand up this branch of his subjzet by
declaring his belief * that not only is the
antagonism of individual opinion a necessary
instrument in the maintenance of Christian
truth, but that a certain amount of antagon.
jun between different Churches, originating
in different opinions, starting in different cir-
eamstances, and impelled by diffzrent ener-
gies, s an essential element in tiie mainte-
-nance of Christian trath.”

‘These are. in our judgment, sagacious and

‘weighty words, Neither were thev, as re.
gards the exact time und locality of their de-
livery. without some character of bolduess.
Quly the evening previously, on the same
platform, partly before the same auvdience,
-and certainly before the same clasa of audi-
.ence, all schism had been denounced as sin,
and the dochine of a broad ecclesiastical
scombination ameng the leading Scotch noa-
-conformist, churches openly and eloguently
advocated. Perhaps ou 1he principle that
when izul men conspire good men ongit to
combine, the City Hall audiences may have
seen no inconsistency in deprecating union
in the one case and applauding itin the other.
But if so, it would ounly indicate the sophistry
of an assumed claim to infallihility—a claim
nnmistakablvassu ned and betrayed, although
little likeiy to he avowed. I the principle
of a gieat and dominant priesthood is mis.
chievous in the Roman Catholie, it cannot be
advautagen=s in the Protestant system.  In-
deed, the maintenance of Christain truth
through the coaflict of opinion is of the
very essence of Protestantism ; and the tren-
ehant remarks of the Duke of ARGYLL are
therefore, we conceive, peculiarly fited fer
‘home application at the present important
juncture.

The speeches at the great “ Christian Uni-
on Meeting” were unexceptionabla.in so far as
they showed the heanty uad the duty of peace-
-making, and the pleasantuess of dwelling to-
gether in amity. T'ne wnirligig of time brings
about strange transformations 3 and it could

®0tbe otherwise than gratifving to hear those
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who were ance the most bitter and unecem.
promixing foes of Veluntarvism, speaking of
the Volunturies in terms of admiration, res-
peet, and friendship.  But the guextion uris.
es—why should not the VFree, United. and
Reformed Presbyterian Churches continue ta
cherish mutuasl feelings of good-will, and
work harmoniously together. each in its own
way, for the diffusion of Gospel truth, and
the promotion of the practical eharities, with.
out seeking, by weans of concessions and
compromises involving the suspicion of some
rvelinquishment of principle, to band them-
selves together under a single, overgrows
and largely preponderant ecclesiastical poli.
ty?  Asregards all good and pious purposes,
how could they work better jointly than they
unow do separately? Would there be no
danger of their giving way—the moment they
found themselves one church, and that the
bigzest by far in the country—to pride, to
arrogance, and to other unsanctified. not te
say Popish weaknesses? Is it not, indeed,
the direct intention of those engaged in pro-
woting this scheme of a huge, amalgamated,
and, as regards numbers, truly national
Church, to dwarf the venerable Establishment
into the effete and antiquated Church of 2
miserable minority of the population? Af
ter predicting the speedy downfall of the
*Auld Kirk,” D= BocuaNay exclaimed—
It is obvious and undeniable that no suck
wall of separation divides from one another
the churches which are here represented this
evening, ar divides them all from the exin
ing Church Establishment” “Thus it would
appear that the talk about Christian amityis
only amity for themselves, for their own sl
fish purposes; and war, aiso for their om
selfish purposes, to all schismatic and hereti
cal outsiders. Dr. BucuaNaN disclosed anw
ther ohject to be attained by the union of the
Free, United, and Reformed Preshyterin
Churches.  Talking of the evil.of division
in the Church, “these divisions,” he sail.
* make her discipline all bat impotent. T
offender, where false doctring, or ignorae
of Divine truth, or persona! immoraliry, &
pose him to censure, quietly withdraws fos
his own section of the Chureh. and creepis,
to another whose door he tinds invitmg)
onen and ready to receive him. In such i
cumstances, excommunication—which is i
Cnureh's only weapon of defence in guardi
her own puority where reasonings aud ramoz
strances fail—bscomes practically imposi
ble.”  ‘Thus the plaasible idea of Curisi
union transforms itseif into a purely hum
dream of inerrased ecclesiastical power, sty
Iy inimical to the veligious freedom whi
the penple of Szotland at preseut enjoy #
cherish,

But, for our own part we must3gavl
our alarm i reference o th,e yninn ma
ment is not pavticalarly intense.  Qar fdli
of secavity arises fram e faet thag, in %
of all the meliifluous smaothing over of
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reulties aa conapicuous in the reeent specches
—particularly In that of Dr. CatitNs—the par-
tes no lorg rivals, but now so heantituliy
billing and enoing, are pretty sure, even yet,
te * cast oot,” ax the IDuke would say, among
themselves ; and that, even should this not
he the case, there is something sullicienily
sxjf-willed and stubborn in the Scottish char-
acter to assert and defend the Christian liber-
lies of the nation aguinst any possible church,
however aguregated and welded it mav be
into u denumination of uwudue and perilons
dimeusions-and influence.—Glasgow Citizen.

—() —

Colportage.

Yo the Editor of the Monthly Record :—

By your kind permission I will give your
readers some extracts from late reports of « few
»f the Colporteurs of the Vinerican Tract Socicty,
in order to give some idea of the work which it
is doing,—its ueed and importance in this Pro-
vinee.

Mr. R.J...Colporteur in Hants County, writes :

*“Thave just heen making up my report, and
send you an abstract up to this date. 1 have
lahored 182 days, and sold hooks to the amount
of 8243, distributed grataitously 327 00, forward-
ed through yon ta the Society for szles $6S 00,
held 40 prayer meetings, found 18 faunilies des-
titute of all religions hooks, 18 families destitute
of the Bible. vizited 67 llom=n Catholic’fumilics,
every one of whom accepted a tract except one;
sonversed on personal rcligion or prayed wish
$5 families, hesides manv individuals by the way
side. and visited in all 2252 fumiles. [ have or.
ganized several Sabhath Schoois, heiped for.
ward others which werein operation. visited and
encouraged 2 number of day schools, gave one
temperance address, and have laboured constant-
:1y to putdown liquor drinking and the nse of to-
bacen from one end of the country to the other.

** Met a man—a father, and head of a family—
who opposed me with many words. said he did
not want any books. and commenced railing at
professors of religion, saying that ministers and

elders were not any hetter than others, hut often |

worse. I stated to him that all the inconsisten.
sies of all the professors in the world wonld not

e

plied T would not <ell it to her. Thia sohered

her a littde. T told her I would yive her thebouk
ton two conditions. I holding the hook and sl e
also. She asked what they were. T eaid, firw.
if she wonld read it carefulls from heginning te
end. snd turn uff »1l the pussagex quote a4 from
i the Bime, and read them toon. Spe suid che
would. Second. would she read it aill in like
wanner prayevfully. She hesitatra a moment
and said she cculd not, and let vu Fer nolg on
Pthe buok. I said, now my wool woman, theni
t what you are dome. Thix raay he the tuning
puint in vour destiny for time and cterniey. Soe
asked u few moments to consider. 1 totd hor 1o
toke time: T would wait A death silence fol-
towed. Ilifted my heart to God in siient prav-
er. At lust she answered in = fulte ring voice,
1+ Twilt vy’ Tdirected her to the tue souree w,
{ strengih, and parted witn her much nioved.”
¢ Mr. R C..in Lunenburg County, wiites:—
| have vixited every settlement, with the exception
{ of Clesoland, in this County, resching, with few
exceptions, every family. Of the Secety’s puh.i-
cations, exclusive of tracts 1 huve distributed
throughout the County ten hund:ed 1 of tracts,
aver twenty-two thonsand pages, very tew of'the
latter hive heen sold  In nearly every honxe in
the County there is some printed truth as issutew
by the Society "’

Mr. J. McR.. Colporteur for Picten =nd Anti-
gonish, writes :—*"During the ¢narter I have
travelled over a large portion of Auticonish
County. and parts of Guyshorough and Picton,
I visited 319 Koman Caholie famides. -l sold a
Testament with notes to a Cathobe. He wante i
Yto get one to compare with their own, At C.
i H. »nd C.. I addressed mectings. ‘The peopte
s here are generally poor. being fishermen,
which occupation they failed this fall. ‘There
ix a wide field for usefulness in Guyshorough
County for the Colporteurs. Very muny of the
{ penple are careless, caring for nothing but
{ catching fish and driv king the proceeds. There
{are many noble exceptions. however. 1 have
been treated with much kindness by many of
them ”’ :

Mr. C. L. C., Colporteur in Colchester and
Cumberland, writes :~* T have sj ent the quarter
just ended in the County of Cumberland. 1
have found it an interesting field for Colporteur
Iabor. In conseguence of not bcing ahle to ex-
plore the whole County, I devoted the larger

purtion of my time to the most sparsely settied
iand destitute parts. I have explored pretty
| thoroughly a number of settlements situate in

save him or me ; that I steod there u stranwger , remote corners of the Ctounty, where I found &
1o him and he to me : he did not know amy in- | couxiderable amount of moral and spiritual des-
-eonsidtencies nor Lhis; that’l wouldday axide | titution. Most of the places that I visited have
all controversy and come to the point at once. |'no residewt minister, and are only partially sup-

Jesus said:—* Except a man born again. he
annot enter the kinudom of God* Now are
youborn again ? He said he did not helieve a
man was born again until he died. After talking
some time plainly, and at the same time kinaly,
to him, he became more moderate. Ile had not
vet invited me into hix house- T toll him I
must he gning—that it was just possible that
we should never meet ag«in on this side the
grave, and that if he was willing I would have
prayer with him and his family. ~ He invited mo
into the house at once, hrought forward the
Bible of his own accord, and seemed deeply
terested in the exereises A
with <oftened feehings and moistened eves ™
“Met a woman, on whaose mind, at first. [
-eould make no impression

was evidently in consumntion. She laughed at |

every remark I made: xiid she hacd no money to
Buv haoks—had only one cent. T showed her a
little book eatled ** Ruleson Holy Living.” price
wie ccot. dShe said she would take it. I re-

1
in. | attention _and interest were manifested to the

I parted from him , Word spoken.

iSu iety’s pubiications are highlv appreciat.d.

plied with the preaching of the Gospel. "Many
families are seldom visited, and some not ut all,
i by ministers. This makes the visit of the Col-
{ purteur more necessary. and much more appre-
ciated.
I found & few families without the Word of
God, several without any religious hooks and a
great many with an exceedingly small supply.

{7 I made it a point to read and pray with nearly
all the families in the destitute localities, and
‘ urge up n them the claims of personal relizion.

I also held meetings in several places, and good

Books wese purchased by many with pleasure,
and those who were not able to purchase receiv-

T felt sorry. as she . ed tracts and small hooks with expressious of

I visited several Sabbuth Schaols

gratitude.
The Traet

and delivereq an address to each.

Their circulation will undoubtedly produce =
salutary effect.
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One S.tard e afternoon 1 visited a small set-
‘tlement eomprising ‘hirteen families. I found
many of them 1n a state of physical destitution.
1 visited nearly all the families that afternoon,
¢mversed, read, and prayed with them, and dis- |
tributed sinall books and tracts gratuitously. O
Nahiuth afterncon, in company with the friend
[ was stopping with. I visited » famiiy [ had not
frund the duy previous, in which one of the iu-
mates, @ wiri of sixteen, was prostrated on a bed ;
of sickness, I found quite a number of the
neighhors aseembled, they having called to see
the invahd. T embriuced the apportunity at once !
of addressing all present on the subject of per-)|
soual relivion.  Marked attention was given i
while I spuke of the freeness and fullness of the
great salvation, and the willingness of the Sa-
vionr to save the ehief of sinners. urging upon
them to neeept without delay the offers of merey
Some present scemed to feel the torce of the
truths presented. I asked for a Bible and found
there was wone in the house. I read from a
»nall eopy of the New Testament which [ carried
with me. and aftermaking a few comments there-

‘on engaged in prayer. I then approached the
bedside of the sick girl, who was apparently on
the verge of eternity. While I conversed with
her she wept profusely. I found her extremely
fgnorant  She could t.ot read. and knew but lit-
‘tle of the way of sulvation. I endeavored to ex-
plain to her the way of justification through a
erncified and risen Saviour, and urged her to
ccome to Jesus

1 felt thanhful that iu the Providence of God,
I was permitted 1o visit this family, and my ear-
nest prayer to God was that my etfortto lead this
poor girl to the Saviour of sinners might be suc-
cessful. The parents thanked me with tears in
their eyes for visiting them. It was the firsc visit
of the kind they had ever received.

I visited a new settlement, where I found the
inhabitants in indigent circumstances and quite
destitute of religions books. They told me that

* during their eight years residence in ths place
they had never received a visit from a minister
of the Gospel. As they were u goud distauce
from a place of worship, they seldom attended—
some of them not at all. My visit to them was
exceedirgly acceptable, and I trast, prafitable
to myself I felt when going from house to

‘hause, warning the careless, instrueting the ig-
norant, and encouraging the fecble christian,
that the work was truly blessed. Iread. prayed,
and cwwversed with the families, and supplied
every one of them. by sale or grant, with good
wooks. ‘They thanked me kindly for visiting
them., and wnvited 1we to come again.”’

It will be seen from these extracts that the
work of this Society is not a wmere bookselling
oper ttinn, undertzken or prosecuted for pecuni-
ary gain. While it aims to supply fanilies and
Sabbath Schools throughout th2 land. with a
pure, religious literature at a low price, its great
whject and aim are to seek those living without
the Gospel, and in a spirit of Christian love and
benevolence, carry to them the message of salva-

tion in the works of Baxter, Bunyan, iJoddridge.
Venn, and other kindred authors. Striving by .
wurds of earnestcounsel and exhortation, by read-
irg the Scriptures and prayer, to lead them to|
seck an interest in the Savionr.
During the vear. twelve Colporteurs have been |
employed in this Province. A large portion of
the more needy parts of it has been explored.
Many families hitherto without a copy of the
Word of God have been supplied, the officers of
. the Bible Societies kindly furnishing copies of
“ ‘the Seriptures for that purpose. Many without
‘amy redigious reading have had a suitable volume
* ipreseuted to them. Prayer has been offered at
‘emany a fireside fur the first time. Tens of thou-
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sands of tracts full of sounl-saving truth have been
distributed. Thus this Society co operates with
the ordained ministry. and is un important aunxili.
ury in the work of Home eranaelization. Wil it
not commend itself to all Chiistians and philan.
thropists ? A. McBeax.,

— () e
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‘Fruro and Adjacent Stations.

Sesstox House, St. MATTHEW'S,
Halifux, Feb. 7th, 1866.

Dear Sir~—~The enolosed. received since the
November meeting of this Presbvtery, was read
to-day at the quarterly meeting of the Court. and
ordered to be sent to the Monthly Record for
publieation.

This statement was drawn out by Rev. M:.
Philip previous to his demitting the charge of
the congregation at J'ruro.

I am yours truly,
©. MeDoNALD,
Clerk to Presbytery pro tenp,

MEMORANDUM FOR PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX.

It may be stated that the amount of debt
on the building, which twe years ago was £315
2s. 13d, is now reduced to £160 0s. 8d. The
whole sum is due to two individual members of
the Church

The umount paid hy the people of 'L'ruro,
Salmon River, and the McLeod branch of North
River, towards salary, has been £80 currency
peraunum. The McCallum branch has contri-
buted, for the services given there, £7 10s., mak-
ing the average amount of salary received from
the people during the two-and a-half years of my
ministry, £82 10s.

During the last twelve months, an officer has
been paid £10 per annum for ringing the bell,
keeping the Church elean. supplying fire wood,
&ec. All this was formerly done, but very ineffi-
céently, for £5. The Church has, within the same
period, been supplied with Lamps, which it en-
tirely wanted before.

‘The financial state of the congregation may
therefore be said to be satisfactory,

I understand that the people bind themselves
to pay £80 per annum towards salary to the min
ister who may he sent to them, but they hope to
be able to raise that amount to £90, provided
matters proceed as favorably as they expect.
The congregation are zealous and hopeful, and
will, T am confident, do their best. Owing to the
wark connected with the Railway near Salmon
River, a number of new residents has been
brought to that neighborhood, and Mr. McLean,
our Elder there, is of opinion that £25 per an-
num may soon be paid for the monthly services
at that station. The sum hitherto contributed
has heen £20 This station, although distant
from Truro 14 mi'es, is one of great importance,
and must yearly become more so  The nearest
place of worship fromn the paint where I have
been accustomed to conduet dirine service, is
about 8 miles distant. ‘The Salmon River sta
tion has, during these two-and-a-half years; been
solely occupied hy us.

At the present moment, I think it is extremely
desirable to have regular services kept up at
Truro and the stations connected with it. Seve-
ral parties not formerly connected with the
Church, have, within the last two years, pur-
chased or rented pews, in the hope of receiving
regular ministrations, and it would be dangerons
to weaken the confidence of the people in the
stability of the Church. Wi, M. Painie.

Trura, 14tk Nov., 1875,
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Presentation.

ON the evening of Friday the 2nd inst., 8
deputation, consisting of Messrs, John Mec-
Pherson and Alex. Cameron, waited on the
Rev. William Stewart, and, in the name and
on hehalf of the congregation of McLellan's
Mountain, presented him with a very hand-
some and costly Riding Sleigh, together with
s Whip and Reina, an a token of their respect
for him as their pastor. The Sleigh was built
by Messrs. Colin and Mitchel Cameron,
brothers, New Glasgow.— Col Stundard.
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ORITUARY.—~On the 7th January. at Wallace
River, in the County of Cumberland, Mr. James
FreuMiNG, in the 60th year of his age. He
was driving home a heavy load of firewood when.
by the slipping of his foot on the forward pait
of the sled, he was dragged under the runner
and crushed with the weight of the load passing
over his body. He expired almost instanta-
neously, nearly in sight of his own dwelling.

IThe deceased was a ruling Elder in the con-
gregation of that place in counection with the
Church of Scotland: and the sad death of this
good man has left a painful blauk in his family.
in the Church, and in the community ai large.~
Com. to Hzx. Colonist.

0

Notes of the Month.

THE papers by last mail annonnce the meeting
of the Imperial Parliament 7The speeches in
the House of Commons on the Address referrnd
principally to Fenianism  An ameudment, mov-
+d by the O'Douoghu in favor of the redress of
Irish grievances, was negatived by a very large
majority. Fenianism causes considerahle alarm
in Ireland as appears from the transportation of
troops into that country. Arrests continue to !
be made, and weapons are manufactured in se-
cret. It isa significant fact that the Irish go-
vernment has decided against trustering the mi-
litia this vear. There are abatements of the
<attle disease in eastern districts, bur the gene-
1al improvement in this respect is slight.

Tur Reform Bill will not he tabled for some
considerable time, if parliamentarv gossip is to
he believed. It is suppased that the mixed com-
pesition of the Cabinet will render ita difficult !
matter, Lord Russell being jealous of Mr Glad- !
stone, and the old Whigs heing too conservative |
for the lately admitted Radicals Reforin meet- .
ings have been held in the leading towns. The'
meeting at Glasgow was characterised by ex-

. treme ~adical views and feelings, and was buta |

poorindex of the apinions of tne thinking por- '
tion of the Glasgow public. There is admitted '
to be apathy among the warking classes in the -
matter, and a dread among the influential men |
of making changes that might commitlegislation |
to the hands of mere numbers. B
THE last month has become memarable by
fearful storms at sea and great destruction of life '
and property. The foundering of the steamship
“ London" forms one of the most appalling dis-
asters on record. She went down with 220 on !
board, many of the pasaengers being persons of
afluence and fame. . Brooke, the distin-
guished tragedian, the Bizhop of Sydney, Rev
t Draper, an eminent Methodist clergyman,
and Mr Kerr, a minister of the Church of Scot- |
land, with his lady, were among the lost. ‘Twenty- |
one of the crew and passengers escaped in the
pinnace. The event bas created deep emotion

“1n the hearts of all who have read the terrible

Rarrative,
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OtR PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENXT has assembled’
with the tsual forms. Mr Holmes moved the
reply to the address in the Upper House, and
happily alluded to the presence in the person of
Sir W. F. Williams of the original of the pie-
ture which for same yeats had hung on the walls
of the Hall in which they were met. By'the
failure of our delegates in ohtaining a renewal
or satisfactory revisal of the Reciprocity Treaty,
which expires on the 17th March, our publie
men will Kave to undertake the important busi-
ness of taking mensures to preserve our trade,
which may in the first instance be diverted from
its usual courses. The Speech officially states
that contracts have been entered into for the
construction of railroads from Truro to Amherst
and from Windsor to Annapolis.

Tue London Times makes Fenianism and the
unpopularity of the Roman Catholic clergy by
reason of their loyal opposition to i, the text for
advocating & State provision for the Romaa
Catholic clergy in Ireland—a wmeasure that
would astonish the Romau Catholics as much as-
the Protestants. The statistics of Jesuitism
lately published show how marvelously the head
of the Apacalyptic seven-headed and ten-horp-
ed beast that was wounded to death, especially
at the glorions reformation, is healinz up. The
Jesuits had 1532 (1) foreign missionaries in
1864, being 242 more than they had in 1863. No
less than 276 of these are employed in North
America.

Bisuor CoLeNso. whose rationalistic views
have offended the fiiends of the Gaspel, and.
whom the eccleriastical authorities of the Churek
of England have been unable to expel from the
Church, has been met with much opposition in
assuming his former position in Natal. An at-
tempt was made to keep him out of his cathedral
church, but the attempt was a failure, the civil
power carrying the day.

Tiur. Duke of Argyle, in a long speech from
the chair at a meeting of the National Bibla,
Saociety of Scotland, in Glasgow, gave utterance
to views not very acceptahle to the unusually
large body of F. C and U P. clergy and people,
who were preseut. Starting from the universally
admitted right of private judgment, he argued,
Jirst, that large unions were nnt desirable. be-
cause truth was cempromised and religinus
libertv was endangered, while o the other hand,
that truth and individual liberty were gainers by
a number of religious bodiew; secondly. tirat
while there ought to te confessions of 'faith in
churches, a certain latitude must be allowed
those who subscribe them. To such views. az-
proximating to those of Principal Tulloch,and Pr
MclLeod, Dr Cairns tosk exception. The Duke,
however. adhered to his former statements.

A large meeting was held on the followine
evening in the same place, for the purpose of
agitating the laity on the proposed wnion of the
United Preshyterian, Free. and Reformed Pres-
byterian Churches., Dr Buchanan maintained
the broad thesis that divisions in the Church
had all originated in everonchments of the civil
power. He.complained of disunion weakening
discipline and nullifying excommunication.
His first proposition it would be difficult to

' prove, and the power of excommunication is an#

which evidently makes the public of Scotland
very cold towards the proposed union. An es-
tablished Church cannot appress the peaple, for,
80 long as established. it i rextrained by the
laws of its constitution, and protected while it
remains within. their limits, but a large volun-
tary association can make and changs its laws
at pleasure, and may become oppressiva and
unjnst.

‘Trr SABBATH QUESTION continues to receive
attention. Dr. McLeod’s speech gave birth to.
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two eontroversies, which are in realit
snd independent—the anthorit{ of the Decalogue
and the authority of the Lord’s Pay. The Rev
Mr VicQuirten of St Matthew's, who voted with
D M 'Leod in the Presbytery, has published a
fermon controverting the Dr's views, whi'e Mr
Burns of the High Church has preached a ser-
mon in favor of them. Though there had been
no Decalogue at all, the authority of the Sabbath
would bave stood unshaken, as the Fourth €om-
mandment only reiterates an ancient institution,
and it is but an emphatic utteranse of 8 com-
mand to be found in other parts of the law of
Moses and the prophets. As to the Decalogue,
surely if its oppugners will not allow it more
weight than the other moral precepts of God’s
Word. they must find more difficulty in assign-
ing ic less.” While the moral law is much enhan-
eed and more firmly established in the hearts of
believers by the gospel, yet it exist< independent
of the gospel. It is an independent power, or
else how ean it be a schoolmaster to bring us
wnto Christ? As to Sabbath observance, the
Jewish Sabbath was. a festivalenot a fast. and
there is no contrasiety between the ewish and
Chliristian Subbath, except that since the resur-
rection of Christ we have reason to be more re-
ligious—that is, more joyfal and happy. To
make a Subbath to satisfy irreligious people. is
what neither God nor man can do.  Anti Sabha
tarian ranters, under the pretence of freeing
people and giving them enjoym nt. would en-
slave them by making one Ralf of the people
work to procure pleasure for the other half The
result would svon be. shat in an age of competi-
tion, all would soon te v orking, and there would
be no Sabbath at all. At the same time, while
strict Sabbatarians, we shold be charitable. and
remember that all men do not rest in the same
way The confined urtizan rests in the open air,
and the out-door laborer rests in the house ; and
the believer, saying with David. ** How amiable
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosta ! my soul
longs, yea, thirsts for the courts of the living
God.” will find Lis desrest restupon earth in the
Church of patished living stones—in the fellaw.
ship of his believing brethren. A. P,
o
OPERATIONR, we are glad to observe. haye
been ecommenced with # view to the immediate
removal of St Andrew’s Church in this town, and
the erectinn of a handsome structure on the old
site, which will he an ornament to the town and
a credit to the public apirit of the congregation.
e

fums paid as Third Instalment for Dal.
housie College, by New Glasgow
Congregation.

separate

l

Rev Allan Poilok $80 00
John W McKay 100
James McKenzie, merchant 2 00
James Fraser, Junr, Esq 80 00
Basil Bell. Exq 20 00
Willinm *raser, Foundry 6 66
John F McDonald, Eeq 10 00
James Fraser (Downe), Esq, MPP 33 33
Alexander Holmes, merchant 4 00
Tnomas E Fraser. merchant 10 00
Alexander McLeod . 3 33
Heetor McKenzie. Albion Mines 20 00
William Fraser, M D 20 00
Alexsuder Cameron, Elder 2 66
John Munro 2 66
John Grant 170
Maleolm Fraser 2 00
Williama Cameron. Linnesay 300
John McKenzie, Fsq, M R 200
Allan Weir .8 00
James Grant 8 00
Colin Ferguson 2 00
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List ot Mouniesreceived for Lay Assoﬂ,i"
tion, from Collectors of St. Andrew’®
Conzregation, New Glasgow, for.
year ending 31st Jan.,and paid.

over to Jas, Fraser, Esq.,
Central Treasurer.
iST QUARTER.
Miss Margaret C. McDonald, and Miss

Caroline Li;pincon, for 8. Div.,N.G. £1 8§ 1
Miss 8arah Fraser. and Miss Annie 10
McKay for N. Division, N. G.. 16

2ND QUARTER. )

Miss McDonald and Miss Lippincott, £18 1)
Miss Fraser and Miss McKay, 13

3RD QUARTER. #

Miss McDonald and Miss Lippincott, £1 51;
Miss Fraser and Miss McKay, 13

4TH QUARTER. ]

Miss McDonald and Miss Lippircott, £1 5”

Miss Fraser and Miss McKay. 1 5/

Total go1d

A. Fraser, Downie, Secretat¥y*
New Glasgow, Feb. 24, 1866.

B — . N

Lay Arsociation, k. Brauch, East Rive"’ ,

Irish Mtn., Annie Cameron, collector, £0 10;
Springville. Annie Holes. dn. (1) |4ﬂ
Middle Set E Side. Margt MeDonald. do. 10§
Blanchard Roud. Margt Cumming. do. 0 61‘
Lower Set W Side Curoline Forhes, do. 0 18

Up Set. W, Side Chiisty McDonald, do, 0 13
Coromonie Set., Annie Urquhart, do. o1
Suthld’s Mtn., Elizabeth M c¢Donald, do. 0

D. A. HorLuzs, Secretary:

Feb 10, 1866
To J. Fraser, Junr., Treasurer.
Miss Holmes and Miss Fraser,
Miss Margarct MceDonald, 0
Miss Mary McDonald, 0
Miss Annie Urgnhart, 0

D. A. HoLMes, Secretar¥’
February, 20, 1866
To JAMEs" Fxasen, Junr., Treasurer.
O

Lay Associatien, W. Branch, E. Riv®

QUAKTEKLY COLLECTION, s
Sec. No. 1,—Jane Ross, Mary McKay, £0 160
2.—Anna J Gordon, ot
3,—Isahella McLean, Christy 06
McDonald, 1
4,—Barbara Sutherland, Cath-
rine Mcl.eod, 010 n
§,—Christy McLean, Mary J. ont
MecDonald, 1 63
6,—Mary Gray, Mag't. Gray, &
Totat  £519

DaNiEL @ray, Secreta?’
Hopewell, Jan. 31st, 1866.

() s

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.

1866 HOME MISSION.
Feb 24—0ollection St Andrew’s Church 15 ’
congregation, Pictou £4 1 ¢
Collegtion River John cong, ’1/
’ 56 8

W. GORDON, Treaswr®"
Pictou, 1st March, 1866
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