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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT
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The Home operations of the Board have,
during the past year, exhibited very little of
stirring interest beyond the usual reutine of
receiving and answering correspondence from
Missionaries; and the remittance of monies
for their Salaries, and the various conting-
encies of the Mission. The equipment and
departure of our Fourth Missionary Rev. S.
¥. Jobnston required frequent meetings
during the earlier portion of the year now
elapsed. Under the direction of Synod, the
Presbytery of Truro, after receiving and ap-
proving the various parts of Trials assigucd
lim, procecded in due course to ordination.
The intersal occupied in the preparation of
these Trials and ordination services, inter-
rupted of pecessity the arrangements made
by the Board, prior to the Synod and Pres-
bytery’s action in the matter; but care was
taken that such disappointments as did oc-
cur woro as specdily and fully remuved as
time and opportunity permitted. It has al-
ways been matter of great regret that with
all the best arrangements that could be mado
by tho Board, and all the faithfulzess and
zeal of our several Missionaries on the eve
of their departure from us, there should re-
main unvisited apy portion of the Church,

however remote. Indeed the outlying dis-
tricts have peculiar claims, not so much as
to the prosperity of the mission, as to the
healthful influence thus imparted to the min-
ister and people who are called to look upon
and listen to the outgoing missionary. The
Board are painfully aware that many ardent
friends of the mission are situate in the ex-
tremities of the Church, where rarely if ever
the voice of any of our missionaries has
been beard, but it ought not to be less appar-
ent to these Lrethren, that the period which
intervenes between the acceptance of the
missionary by the Synod in Junc, and his
deperture in the fall of the same year, is tou
limited by far to admit of any other than a
partial visitation of the Churches, To ac-
complish even that which has been accom-
plished, much careful arrangement was need-
ful on the part of the Board, and vory great
fatigue, both mental and bodily, on the part
of the missionary. Itis bhighly gratifying
to know that the pecuniary results of Mr.
Johnston’s visits Lave cuabled us to meet
the neccssary expenditure of his outfit and
passage, and that of his lady, without any
serivus demands upon the General Fund, It
is not less gra'ifying to know that while Mr-



146

Johnston gave a full account of monies
received towsrd this expenditure by tho
congregations visited : the denativns of pri-
vate friendship were strietly and honournbly
respected.  Valedietory meelings were held
at New Glasgow, Upper Stewiacke, and Ha-
lifax. If we may judge of these meetings
by the extent and interest of the audience,
and by the pecuniary returns, we must pro-
nounco them most successful.  But it is not
merely from the large and attentive audien-
ces thus congregated, and the profound in-
terest and high gratification which these
evingce, neitber from their pecuniary returns,
- that we can fully estimate their vaiue, for
these, howevrer desirable, soon pass away.—
The heartfelt attachment to the missionary
and his work which is thus begotten and
perpetuated, far transcends any immediato
results, and eauses our mission to strike its
roots deeper and wider not only in our own
Church, but throughout the entire Christian
community of our Proviuce.

No intelligence has como to bhamd from
Mr. Johnston, since he left for Australia, via
Boston, U. 8. 1lis last letter is under date
November 29, when be bad all the mission
goo 1s shipped, and expected to sail on the
following day. By a letter under date De-
cember 1st, from Mrs. Jobnston, we learn
that they were about to embark en their
long voyage in excellent health and spirits.
Their detention in the United States was
unespected and untoward, but there js no
reason to apprchend that the vessel in which
they took passage weuld fail to reach Mel-
boutne in sufficient time to take advaatage
of a snitable conveyance to Anciteum during
the month of March. In Mr. Geddie’s latest
communication he mentions that the vessel
whicli conveyed his letter was expected to
return, and that Mr. Johnston woul? be able
ifin Sydmey in March, to get a passage in
her. Meanwhile we must not anticipate
news of his arrival in Australia before an-
other montb, or it may be two months.

‘Wo must now turn our attention to Foreign
operations, and thers wo discover almost the
ounly dark spot resting upon the Mission, in
the protracted sickness of Mr. Matheson.—
In bis lettor of the 11th April, 1859, he re-
marks: ¢TI wss attacked with a severe ill-
ness on March 1¥th, from which X bave not
recovered, but hope cre long, by the blessing
of God, to enjoy wonted bealth and strength.”
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Messrs, Geddie and Inglis were induced tq
launch the “John Knox” and visit Tana a
month carlier than usual, by the tidings of
Mrs. Paton’s and Mr. Matheson’s illness. A
meeting of the Missionaries was hold, at
which it was resolved, That while they ro-
cognise with thankfulness the progress of the
mission at Mr. Matbeson’s station, and sce
the great need of Mr. and Mrs, Matheson’s
presence, to carry forward the work, yet they
are fully of opinion that tho state of Mr.
Matheson’s health for the last month renders
a visit to Ancitcum immnediately and indis-
pensibly neeessary. Reluctantly, Mr. Ma-
theson yielded to this decision, and accom-
panied the Anciteumese brethren on their
homeward voyage. e remained on Anei-
teum from the first of May to the 11th Deer.
During this period Mr. and Mrs. Matheson
bave chiefiy resided at Umeteh, a pleasant
and healthful station in Mr. Geddie’s dis-
trict. There, opportunities for usefulness arc
enjoyed fully cqual to their abilities. Mr.
M.s health had improved. A number of
women attend Mrs. M., (as we learn from
one of her unpublished letters), every fore-
noon, to learn to mako garments; and both
she and her hushand attend an afternoon
school, consisting of about 60, men, women
and children. By our last packet from An-
eiteum we have an coelosure of minute of a
meeting of missionaries, held there Angust
30th, 1859. This minute we give entire:
Aneiteum, New Hebrides, August 30th, 1859,
At a mecting of the New Heb:ides Mission
held this day; Present, Rov. Mesars.
Geddie, Inglis, Matheson and Copetand, Mr.
Geddie in, the Chair. Au application was
made by Mr. Matheson that he might return
to his station in Tana, but after mature de-
liberation, and after consulting with the Sur-
geon of H. M. S. “Cordelia,” Iying at present
in the barbour, it was resolved, That Mr.
Matheson’s application cannut be granted,as
to do so in the present state of bis health
would be unkind to bimself, cruel to Mre.
Matheson, and injurious to the mission.
Jony Gebpig, Chairman.
From Mr Matheson’s report of labor on
Tana published in the Marech No. o1 the
Register, we cannot fail to note the hopeful
fruits of Dbis zcal and faithfulpess and sue-
cess as a Missionary. After the erection of
necessary buildings which required a large
amount of manual labor he applied .himself
to the acquisition of the language. Witbin
three months of his settlement, he had open-
ed two Schools, one under his porsonal sa-
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perintendence, the other conducted by a
Teacher from Anciteum. Oun Sabbath ho
had three places of worship. In the central
one service was held every Sabbath morn.
ing, and at the other two, ¢very alternate
Sabbath afternvvn. A building was ereeted
at the Ceutral Station 2 x 48 fect, and open-
ed in March. The attendance on pablic
worship began to inerease daily so that the
average in March and April was from 180 to
330, while in the preceding month, it had
been from 50 to T0. Worship for the natives
was kept up in his swo house four nights in
the week, atiendance varvied from 4 or 5 to
25 or 30 persons. Mrs Matheson had a
number of girls and young women learning
to sew. lo rcturned to Anciteum in the
last week of April, and after some 8 or 10
weeks began to gain sirength, but as we
have already seen from the minute of mis-
sionary mceting, the brethren would not
perwit his renewal of labor on Tana. The
rainy scason was approaching, and the
superstitious fears of the Tanese as to the
effeet of the Mission producing sickness and
death, fully justify the conclusion of the
missionary brethren, apart from other spe-
cial reasons assigned by them. It would
scem that, while submitting with becoming
resignation to the hand of providence thus
laid on him, Mr Matheson “@id not feel satis-
fied to await the slow recovery which atbest
had been experienced at Lmeteh. IIis pa-
tience, says Mr Geddie, was cxhausted on
this island. I suggested to bim a visit to
Erromanga. Change of Society allo¥ place
seems to he beneficial to him. e is entirely
unfit for labor of any kind. Mis presenceat
his own station would be injurious tu the
cause. You are aware of the strong preju-
dices of many of these islanders aguinst
christianity, from the iden that it biings
sickness and death; and it scems undesira-
ble that its first represectatives shoul? be
persons of infirm health. It would give us
all great pleasure could we conscienticusty
recommend Mr M. to return to Tana. 1 am
glad to say that for somc months his Lealth
has been a little better, but then these m .aths
have been warnY and dry, and most fa ora-
ble to persons in his situation. The re -an-

- mendation to visit Tana thus given was

adopted, as we find that on the 11th I'ac’r,
as Mr M. writes, they set sail from Anei-
t:um, and in tweaty-four hours re. hed
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Erromango again, in a trading vessel. They
met, as wo might anticipate, a cordial wel-
come from Mr and Mrs Gordon.  The mis-
sion premises on this island are situate on
the summit of g very high hill, so that
while there the invalid will enjoy cvery
opportunity of regaining health which out-
ward situation can afford. My A, adds ;
Wwe eapeet to remain here until Mr Johnson
comes, who, if he left N. &, in Octuber, will
be bere in April, and then, if all is woll. we
proceed together to Taua, or sop- other
field of labor. The Board. whilo thus fur-
nishing the Iatest intelligence which bas
been received from their thivd missionary,
feel peculiar satisfuction in kuowing th:n
every thing has heen done which the sym-
pathy of brethren, the nature of the climate
and the application of medical skill could
secure. Dr McGillivray, it would scem,
gives but fuint bopes of*his ultimate recov-
ery. Ie has hestowed much puins on the
investigation of hi< case, aud pronounces it
a complication of disease. But it js casy
with Jehovah Rophi to disappoiut our {fears
and to raise up his servant for his work. To
H m would we commit our afilicted brother,
in the abiding faith that what is most con-
ducive to the interests of the mission, the
trial of the missionary, and the glory of
God, will be the bappy result. No m:m..nor
body of imen, is necessary to Ilim who cin
and will raise up ou cvery side both men and
means to advance bis cause, when the time,
even the settime to favor Zion is indeed
come. If one sows and another reaps—ane
labors and another enters on his labor—we
have but the fulfilling of prophecy or the
reproducing of history. It has always been
so, and so it will always be, while the
world iz its fallen state endurcth, Fven S0,
Father, for so it sccmeth good in thy sivhi,
The sudden death of Mrs Paton, in circ;:t:..
stances which command univerzal sympathy,
has been felt by the mission families :u».lxl.w
churches at home as o very severe afilliction,
The Board feel confident that the berea o
missionary and the chureh he Tepresents
have enjoyed and will cnjoy « Targe share in
the christian sympathies of the church in
Nova Seotia. |
, et us now visit the residonce ang review
the labours of our second missionary. Mr,
Gordon and his helpmect have continued
through the year past, to enjoy goneral, tho’
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not aninterrupted good health. Their labors
have been unwearied und their success by no
means inconsiderable, While we advert to
the testimony of an Erromangan Agent it
may bo well to observe that Mr. Gordon’s
estimate of the people around him and of his
own labours, do not partake of the bright so
much as of the durk side of the picture. We
trace this to constitutional temperament,
and as it is apparont in all his correspondence
we may fairly conclude that he reports no
favourable circumstance which we need take
at any discount:

From his yearly Report, published in the
June No. of the Register, we select the fol-
Yowing items:— In the retrospect of and
other year, he finds much, very much, reason-
to call to grateful remembranco deliverances-
frcm sickness, death and numerous evilse
His estimate of the cbaracter of nativ
teaching is by no means flattering, We can
readily conceive from the testimony of the
Secretaries of the L. M. 8, that there is
considerable ground for the assertion, that
the native Teachers, as well as European
Catechists, are prone to assume the air, and
imitate or outvie the authority of Mission-
aries fully educated. Mr Gordon describes
his trials from this source as far greater than
the hostility of the heathen, open or covert.
He reports, however, satisfactory progresgin
spiritinal teaching. While last year hecould
only speak of the first principles of the
goenel a8 made known to the people ; now he
speaks of the truth being so preached to
their understanding as to affect their con-
sciences. Under the exhibition of such
truth as Dent. xxvii. 14—~26, many heads
are bowed down with shame. Under the
missionary’s stern denunciation of canni-
balism, some retire, saying; would we could
vomit up all the buman flesh we have ever
eaten. Although idolatry in various forms
and war with all its horrors abounds around
the missionary dwelling, some restraint,
however, is already exercised, and arrows of
conviction seem to be entering the hearts of
theso degraded heathen. In pride, lying,
deceit, they show the very image of Satan.
They do not hesitate to steal from the mis-
sion premises, even more freely than last
year. By supplying the natives with food,
which is scarco en the west side of the
island, Mr Gordon has bad houses built, and
a church. He expects that the book of
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Jonah and some other portions of the word
of God will be put through the press shortly,
thus providing the first portion of holy Writ
in the Erromangan tongue. In a letter of
date Qct. 22, 1859, the visit of the John
Williums iz specially noted as very oppor-
tune and of high consequence. Mr Turner,
who first taught the Erromangans to know
sumething of the gospel 15 years ago, now
drew the attention of men, women and chil-
dren, as he addressed them, describing his
first interview with them, and reading the
numes of those he then had met. Within a
week from this refreshing visit, the mission-
ary’s heart was again saddened by the recur~
rence of war. He has reason, however, to
think that many cngaged in the war must
have had painful consciousness of sin in so
doing. None of the killed bad been eaten,
and three bad been buried not far from the
mission.

It may be of some service to add here the
testimony of other missionaries as to the
state of Erromanga. Extracts from the
Journal of the Rev. George Gill, published
in the Missionary Magazine and Chronicle of
the L. M. 8., furnish us with the following
particulars. But one chief has any direct
intercourse with Mr Gordon. The wars in
Erromanga are not very destructive of hu-
man life, as the natives have many large and
fortified caves, into which they retire when
pursued. By itinerating, Mr Gordon can
address about 100 individuals every Sabbath
The administration of medicine has been
attended with beneficial results, and has re-
moved many former suspicions. Mrs Mathe-
son writes: ‘“‘the work here meets with a little
encouragement. Oh, that Tana were in sach
a prepared state to receive the gospel.” Who
can doubt wo xespond to this fervent
desire, that the heavy trials through which
the Tanese mission has passed are just the
divine preparation for a glorious harvest?
He that goeth forth weeping, bearing his
seed basket, shall doubtless return, bringing
his sheaves with him.

‘We aronow prepared to advance to the Is-
land where our first missionary and his devo-
ted partner still labor with unabated energy
and continued success. Mr Geddie’s journal
appeared in the April No. of the Register.—
From this most interesting document we
glean thestatistics and other important indi-
ces of his increasing usofulness, He repo
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the church members under his charge 166,ex-
hibiting an increase of 26 mombers, 3 deaths,
3 suspensions, and 1 restoration. Conduct of
church members such as to encourage the
hope that their profession of religionissincere.
Number of deacons increased to 21, having
the charge of the widows and all labor for the
mission,and collections of native property for

- the cause. Tho class of office-bearers called

elders do not yct exist under our missionary,
a8 he deems it prudent to await the events of
another year before determining the import-
ant question : Which of the deacons have
purchased to themselves that good degree,
the eldership? Number of schools, 25,
attended as usual by persons of overy age.
Seme of the old will never rend, yet they
learn rauch from listening to others. Then
such a8 cannot learn the alphabetdo many
of them with ease repeat the 10 command-
ments and portions of scripture Schools
meet at sunrise, and do not interfere wyith
the lubors of the day. In a few years none
but the young will need to attend school, At
each of the stations there is an advance
school, and cach attended by about 100,

‘chiefly young men and women of promise.

Instructions are there given in reading,
writing, eyphering, geography and seriy ture
history. Mrs Geddie has had the charge of
the school at the station for nearly 3 years,
but Mr G expeets soon to relieve her,in part
at least. He.reports also the completion of
the translation of the New Lestament, about
two thirds printed aud . tinrd in manu-
seript.  OF nis great work, Mr Geddie
speaks in the langua g of Lumility and gra-
titude. “In alanguage so recently reduced
to a written forin, wo buve found some
difficulty in expressing the truths of divine
revelation as intelligilly as we could wish;
but I bope it does nut contain «ny wmaterial
errors. I feel thankful tv God that I have
been permitted to sbare in the work.”

The nativesappear scusiule of their obliga-
tion to the mission, and «re ever ready to
relieve as much as possibis its exjense. An-
nual collections are madc of mats and other
native produce and mawufacture, for the
heathen islands around. These contrib-tions
s found useful too, fur the suppuit of native
teachers, and as prescuts to friendly chiefs
and others. The idea of making the mission
self-supporting is also held vut to and appro-
ved by them. Plantations of arrowroot are

found arourd most of the villages, which,
when rip.. wi'l be prepared and collected at
their annual missionary mectings. This
scems to be tho only way in which under
present circumstances, the natives can di-
rectly aig the cause.

The death of Nohoat is mentioned with
regret as he was tho principal chief, and Mr.
Geddie's true friond and protector when the
mission was in the midst of its greatest
trials. He was an humblo as well as aged
disciple. Though 60 years of age he attend-
ed school every morning, and his seat in the
church was never vacant when he could at-
tend. What pleasing testimony to the de-
parted chief, from the pen of our missionary
is this: ¢ No man ever did more for Chris-
tianity on this island than Nohoat, and yet
nono suffered so much from the chango as be
did.”” He was particularly zealous in the
Tanesc mission, and his influence was highly
useful there. It was on one of his many
mission visits to Tana that he caught the
cold by which he was cut off, threc weeks
after his return to Aneiteurs. Ho was undel
suspension for some ecclesiastical offence, of
no grave character, and his penitence was
such that he was about to be restored, when
laid ona bed of sickness. Thie gave him
great uneasiness; but he died in peaco, ex-
pressing a hope of salvation through Christ.
His son, Lathella, bears more than the fath-
er's reputation and usefulness, being one of
the doncons and teachers, and by far the
most influential man on the island.

In last year’s Report, the Board brought
prominently forward to the attention of Sy-
nod the arrangement of the two Aneiteum-
es¢ missionaries, by which Mr Inglis returns
home this year, to superintend the publica-
tion by the British and Foreign Bible Society
of an entire copy of the Scriptures io the
native tongue. Agreeably to Synodical in-
struction, an urgent request has been sent to
the Secretary of the Reformed Presbyterian
Comumittee to invite Mr. Inglis to visit Nova
Scotia at the expense of the Church, as for
her beaefit. No reply has as yot been
reccived. But as tidings have come to hand
which lead us to expeot ths arrival of the
“John Williams” in London during the pre-
sent mnonth, we may confidently expect an
answer in o few weoks thereafter.

Meanwhile let us briefly refer to the labors
of Mr. Inglis as we have been accustomed to
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do, that we may be the better prepared to
bid lim welcome, when,as we trust be will by
a good Providence be directed to our shores.
Neither in his published correspondence nor
in the Report of Committee do we meet
with the usual carefully prepared analysis of
the year’s labours. No doubt the prospeet of
returning to Scotland so soon and the burry
of preparing for the work fully account for
this defect. Writing under date Oct. 5th,
1859, he says his timo had been fully occu-
pied in finishing the translation of the serip-
tures and completing arrangements for his
home voyage, and that he had neither been
able to write so fully nor frequently as he
would have otherwise done. At that date
he and Mr. Geddic had completed the tran-
slation, and some revising alone remained
to be overtaken. Mr. Copeland was prepar-
ing himself by the study of the language, to
supply his place, and his progress was so
rapid and the attachment of the natives to
him so great that as Mr. Inglis’ substitute
he would prove all that could be desired. It
is known to the Church tkat the “Jobn Wil-
liams” left Aneitcum with Mr. and Mrs,
Inglis and three of Mr. Geddie’s chudren in
November, and we find by letter from Mr.
Yiglis, Samon, Jany. 2nd, 1860, that they
had enjoyed a pleasant voyage of four weeks
and five days. On the occasion of their
departure from Aneitsum the natives had
shewn much affcction. To Mr. and Mrs.
Inglis they brought a present, consi:ting of
two large frogs, a number of fowls, and a
‘4uantity of taro, that with these the mis-
sionary might feast the captain and the peo-
-plé on the ship, and thus establsh a clain on
dbe hospitality of the ship. and not go on
-boiird as poor people that had nothing. The
Yatives on Mr. Geddie’s side of the Island
&konght a similar present for his children.—
-Faither, they allowed the coptain of the
o F6hn Williams” not only to cut down what
itetes he wished for spare spars, but they as-
sgmpbled from both sides of the Island and
sehrrled the trees from the forest down to the
“basich. The captain valued these sparsat £40
band the year before they carried out what he
swplired at £15. On the Sabbath preceding
-4he suiling of the vessel, the congregation
cassembled consisted of not less than 1,100
persons. A prayer meeting with the natives
28 held in the afternoon, and another on
+Monday morning, when the final leave tak-
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ing was consummated by shaking hands
with 560 pecople, who lined the shore. Be-
sides four missionaries and their wives there
are thirty-four children on board the mission
ship. Mr. Turner of the Samean misston is
taking home a corrected ccpy of the Samoan
Bible, to have a new edition of it printed by
the Bible Socicty in London. Mr. Inglis
bas with him a native Chicf, one of his El-
ders, with a view to his aid in securing the
greatest possible aceuracy in the translation
to be printed under his superintendence.—
The voyage to Englavd it was expected
would be ccmpleted in June. Very possibly
the good ship ‘John Willioms” is now, there-
fore, safely moored” in sume London Dock,
and her passengers enjoying the society of
their much leved and loving friends.

The Church in Nova Scotia will feel pe-
culiar interest in the children of their first
missionary. Three from Ancitcum and one
from Walthamstow, Englan2, wil), it is hop-
ed, under the faithful guardianship of Mr.
Inglis, visit us this season. Their home for
some years will be amongst us, and it is not
to be doubted they will reccive a cordial
welcome, and become the objects of decp and
abiding interest. By a letter under the
hand of Charlotte Anne, the eldest of the
family, dated Tabiti, Feb. 1860, we have the
latest tidings of the mission sbip three
months after her departure from Aneiteum.
At that date all were well and the expecta-
tion was, that along with Mr. Inglis these
dear children would spend a few weeks in
Scotland before setting out for Nova Scotia.
The Anecitcumese she says “showed great
feeling and affection for us, and we returned
their affection. They were also full of sym-
pathy for Dear Papa and Mamma, and spake
of their making such eacrifices as parting
with their children, for the missionary work.
School is kept daily on board the ship. Mr.
and Mrs Turner, Mr. and Mrs. McGill, Mr,
and Mrs. Inglis und myself have a class as-
signed to cach of them, and take turn in
being on deck with the children during play
hours. Everytbing is directed very orderly
£0 as to prevent couiusion awong so large a
party.” The confidence which this highly
amiable writer expresses, will bo justified
not only by her immediato relatives, but by
roany throughout the Church. “I know my
dear aunt that we shall be often in your
thoughts and prayers during our long voy-
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age.” The feelings of the parents under
this trial of soparation may be moro readily
imagined than described. I need scarcely
say, Mr. Geddie writes, that the departure of
the “ John Williams” was a very painful
ovent to us. We are now scparated from
four of our children. The youngest still
remains and i8 a groat comfort to us, yet wo
cannot forget dear abscat ones who are now
far removed from us.” Let such of us as
shall have the opportunity to do the parent’s
part to those who have thus become children
of the church.

Thero is but one tarther point of interest
which the Board would lay before Synod.

Under date February 21st, 1860, Mr. Ged-
dio writes: “I trust that you will make an
effort to send out another missionary Ly tho
return of the “John Williams.” If my
place could be supplied I should almost feel
it my duty on Mrs Geddie’s account and my
own, to leave the Island for a time for relax-
ation and change. My going home in the
“John Willinms,” which you were kind
enough to propose, was out of the question.
There was no person to tike my place and I
could not Jeave without great injury to the
cause. I hope you will see Mr. Inglis, He
will give you much information.”

The subject thus brought to view is bighly
important, and should engage anxious deli-
beration. The Board will await the direction
of Synod in the matter. Should Mr. Ma-
theson not recover some immediate suceessor
ought be provided. Meanwhile, there ought
to be a liberal policy pursued in assisting tho
Theological training of such young men as
possess natural talents and spiritual gifts for
missionary work, so that even when not
sent out immediately after finishing a course
of study, the Church might, as in some of ber
home stations of o misianary character,
hold them in reserve for any contingency
that might arise to require their services.—
Experience of a home charge would not
necessarily retard a growing preparation for
foreign labour. Indced the Church will ne-
ver be in a truly prosperous state until she
can lay her hand upon the most talented,
energetic, and successful of her miunistry for
the high places of the field in heathendom,
and un:il her ministry shall view it as trae
promotion to be translated from home with
all its endearments, to foreign shores with
all their privations.

EXPENDITURE.

The Treasurer’s accounts for the past year
will present the most full and satisfactory
view of our income and expenditi.re.

We must however except Mr. Johnstou’s
outfit and passage for himself and lady.

Traveiling expenses amounted to £91 17s,
7id., including the passage to Melbourne.~
The whole of this sum, with the exception of
£7 4s. 113d,, was met by funds he collected.
From the same source his outfit (£50) and
the travelling expenses were also paid. Of
these sums no notice will appear in the trea-
surer’s statements,
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Our portion of cxpeanditure incurred dur-
ing tho past year for the “John Knox, ’
amounted to £45 158 113d. The account
thns rendered came to hand very recently,
and bears the signaturo of the four missionar-
ies on Ancitoum and Tane. They have paite
ed with their sailing mastor, and tho expen-
ses for the presont year will be much loss
than hitherto ; and £37 have already been
received from New Zealand towards the fu-
ture of this most important branch of service.
On Anciteum £19 stg. have been collected
this year for the British and Forcign Bible
Society. On Eromanga the white men have
contributed £11 122, for the same object.

A photographic instrument has kecn pur-
chased for the mission, by which Mr. Geddie
says, practical illustrations may be secured
for our Missionary Register. It was the pro-
perty of Mr. Inglis, having been presented
to him by the Cownmitteo of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church. Messrs. Paton and
Copeland also rec:ived from them a similar
present. One was considered sufficient for
the mission and the other was offered to Mr.
(zeddie, who very wisely wo thiok secured it
at the reducod cost of £14. There is but
little doubt that this expense will be choer-
fully borae by our Church, and it is boped,
that, ero long, very interesting scenes as
well as native portruits, will appear in our
missionary periodical. A suggestion has
been made that the same illustrations would
anzwer for tho Church in Scotland, and in
Nova Scotia, and that to both the expense of
wond-cuts would be reduced thus to onc-half,

Tu zonclusion, the Board would express
their gratitnde to that Divine Being in
whoso hand ave the hearts of all men for the
highly commendablo liberality which the
Churches have manifested for the support of
their fourth missionary, while those who
went before to the field of labour have not
beenallowed ‘o suffer any loss of countenance
or any abridgement of generous support. We
should not forget, however, the very credit-
able and seasonable aid which has come
through channels outside of our Church.

The Canadian churches coniinue to dis-
play much interest and substautial sympathy
in our mission. The congregations of Dr.
Jennings and Dr. Taylor shew quite as much
attachment to our missionaries as the greater
portion of our own, however heartily engaged.
Congregational donations and Sabbath school
collections have come to hand quite as stated-
ly from Toronto aud Mon'real as from Pic-
tou and Prince Edward’s Island. Due ac-
knowledgement of this remarkable attach-
ment has been already made in the minntes
of Synod, ag well as the private correspond-
ence of the Board.

With all this encouragement, we are still
able, and much gratified, to report, that the
Church needs only to realize the claims of
the New Hebrides Mission, to meet promptly
and fully all pecuniary liabilities. The
yearly estimate of £700 for four missionaries
will meot all demands, and the united efforts
of our Church will not bo severely taxed to
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secure that sum, in perfect consistency with
all other schemes that have been or may yet
be put forth for hor support. The individual,
or the Church, that gives from good motives
to a good cause sows the good seed that will
bring forth manifold increase of its own
kind. Verily, we have reslized this truth
in our Church, for already the little one has
boocome a thousand, and the small one a
strong nation.
By order of the Board,
JAMES BAYNE,
Nec. B, F. M,

June 224, 1860.

APPENDIX TO THE PRECEDING
REPORT.

Sioce the date of last report, several
occurrences of deep interest, to all the
{riends of the New Hebrides Mission,
have taken place. From all the Mis-
sionaries, additional intelligence has
been received. Mr. Gordon continues
with unabated energy to struggle with
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both Mr. and Mrs. Johnston were en-
joying excellent health. He says, “I
never enjoyed so good bealth before.—
You would scarcely know me, I look so
well and strong.”

From Mr. Geddie, correspondence has
been received of a private nature, under
date March 28th. It consists largely of
such references to his children as only
parents hearts situated as Mr. and Mrs.
Geddie are, can fully appreciate. The
safe arrival of these children first in
London, and now in Pictou, has filled
many hearts with joyous gratification,
Would that the “Electric Messonger’”
could convey the glad tidings that would
ensé the auxious hearts that have thus
been separated from so mauy of their
much loved children,

While the Board entertain no appre-

‘hension as to the full and speedy liquid-

ation of all expenses incurred by the

the many and very trying difficulties of passage from Aneitenm to Pictou ; they

a station where Satan would seem to be
all the more animated by “great wrath
because he knoweth that he hath but 2
short time.”

Mr. Matheson has recovered health and
strength to such an extent as to justify
in his own view, a speedy return to
Tava. Mr. Johnston and bis worthy

artner had reached the Fiji Islands
FJ une 8th) where they had been detain-
ed four weeks, contrary to express ar-
rangement with the parties from whom
they took their passage from Melbourne
During this interval, however, they had
enjoyed an excellent opiortunity of be-
corng acquainted with the Methodist
Missionaries on these Islands, and their
mode of conducting mission work. They
had received much kindness from, and
felt under great obligation to them, It
is not at all wonderful that where such
happy interchange of christian civilities
are experienced, in foreign lands, there
should be expressed, as in this instance
by Mr. Johnston, the fervent desire that
“Christians at home would think less
about their peculiar tenets, and more
about the great object of life—the glo
of God and the Sai]vation of the world.”
On the evening of the day above named
Mr. Johnston expected to re-embark
and as-there existed the almost certain
prospect of a favorable voyage, he confi-
dently expected to be in Aneiteum in a
few days. His journal of voyage from
Melbourne to Fiji, will soon appear in
the Register, and itis therefore only
necessary to add, that, at latest date,

deem it only prudent that this matter
as well as the future maintenance of
these children, be referred to Synod.
The L. M. S. haye charged £60stg. for
the passage in the John Williams, and
Mr. Inglis has expended £55stg. for
travelling expeuses 1n Britain and pas-
sage to HMalifax, These sums, your
Board consider, do not properly fall to
be discharged out of the General Fund
which, for the present year indeed, is
not more than equal to the amount due
for the salary of the Four Missionaries.
That the Church will readily and liber-
ally respond to any appeal which may
be made, for the honorable support of
her first missionary, your Board cannot
doubt. But the mode in which the
necessary fands for these objects are to
e obtained and dispensed, calls for se-
rious considerations. In these circum-
stances, your Board have learned with
much satisfaction that Mr. Geddie has
appointed Guardians for his children
and accompanied this appointment with
special instructions as to the residence,
and the manner of life, which their pa-
rents desire them to adopt. It would
appeusr then, that these guardians, and
not your Board, nor any other body
whatever ; are the proper parties to be
entrusted with any provision, which
may be made for any such purpose by
the adherents of our Church or other
christian friends. Hitherto the Rules
of the London Missionary Society have
been strictly followed, or it in any re-
spect departed from, the motive has
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been to allow the generous sympathies
of the Church to reach the Mission
Families; as iun the Education of Mr.
Geddie’s children at Walthamstow, and
in providing clothing and other goods
for $he different stations. . Itoughtto be
gver held as a matter of essential conse-
quence to the prosperity-of the Mission,
that, the Church as a.Body, “do nothing
by partiality,” but, by. every means,
satisfy each Missionary that hie rights
sud privileges are duly.respected.
- The invitution to Mr. Inglis and his
.Pundit, Williamu, has been forwarded,
aecordiug to the direction of Synod.
No.definite answer has been received,
hut. your Board have understood that
Mz Inglis has asked and obtained, from
the.Churchin Scotland, immediateleave
to. retire from al! public employment,
and devote himseif to the great work of
reviging the translation of the Holy
Scriptures in the Aneiteumese, with a
view to their being put to press, with all
robable accuracy as well as despatch.
n. these circumstances, it is not at all
posgible that we shall enjoy the pleasure
and benefit. of his visit to Nova Scotia
before the spring, or it may be midsum-
mer of next year. By a recent visit to
Cauada, ‘the Secretary of your Board
_ had occasion to mark the deep interest
folt in the New Hebrides mission, by
gsome of the most respectable and
weafthy congregations of the United
Preabyterian Church in that great and
rapidly growing country. There is,
thep, the highest probability that the
anticipations of the Synod, when inclu-
ding. Canada in the invitation to Mr
Inglis, will be fully realized, in the
greatly enlarged contributions that will
be ‘drawn from the several congrega-
tions, if not in the adoption of our field
of labor, by the Canadian sister Church.
The visit of Mr Inglis to Nova Scotia, it
may be confidently anticipated, too, will
not only greatly deepen and widen the
interest felt in our mission, both without
and within our church ; but will greatly
facilitate the solution of certain grave
questions of church order, which have
. been recently submitted to your Board.
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Hitherto, & mission committee, embrac-
ing all the members of the mission from
Scotland as well as from Nova Scotia,
have directed the location and general
superintendence of individual mission-
aries, . Whether or not this mode.of
governwment shall be longer contivued,
or a regular.presbytery be formed? If
a preshytery be formed, whother or not
it shall oonsist of the wissionaries of
both churches or of one?. These are
questions, in the consideration of which
Mr Ingli’’ presence in  ocouncil will
be found of very great importance, The'
prospéct of union with a sister chiurch,
which has caused the présent meeting
of Synod, reminds your Bourd that they
must soon cease to exist. The greater
portion of ‘their members “have been
honored with the confidénce of  this
Court, in directing the foréigh mission,
from its initiation to the present hour;
and it canxiot butbe considered by all,
as a sufficient retizrd “for their setvices,
that' this confidence has never been
withdrawn, and that the blessing of the
Good master has so richly descended:on
“the work of their hands.” They can
only ‘add "théir siucere “and " eatnest
prayer, that a dotble. portion of the
sam¢ blessing may ‘dézcond ou whatever
partigsttie Unifed body inay hereafter
select to undertake the grave responsi-
bilities "connected With. operations so
rapidly extending in ‘Asia’ Minor, as
well as in the South Seas. - May the
great King and Head of the Church
continue, as in our separate capacity, to
preside in the counsels which may be
required to direct ail our missionary
efforts, whether at home or abroad.
May our devoted missionaries receive
anew the ba{)tism of the Spirit, that
with redbubled energy and increased
devotedness they may perform their
always exbausting and often perilous
labors ; and may the fruit of these labors
be, to the people, most abundant and
life giving; and to themselves, mani-
fold in the present time, and in the
world to come life everlusting.
By order of the Bourd,
Jaues Bavne, Sec.
October 3d, 1860.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

We have kept back our present No.
for the purpose of including an account
of the Union of the Synod of the Pres-
byteriun Church of Nova Scotia and
tne Free Church of Nova Scotia. In
our present account we shall avail our-
selves in part of the report of the Wit-
ness.

MEETING OF SYNOD.

The Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Nova Scotia met in Prince
Street Church, Picton, on Wednesday
3rd October, and was opened by sermon
from the Rev. John L. Murdoch, late
moderator, from Zech. iv. 6, “ Not by
might nor by power, but by my spirit,
saith the Lord.”” In the introduction
he described the circumstances in which
these words were spoken. The Jews
were then engaged in rebuilding the
the temple and the ci'y Jerusalem. For
70 years they had lain in ruins. But
it had been predicted that her desola-
tions should cease. This was now ful-
filled. But when the Jews had began
to build, their success stirred up the
spirit of their adversaries. They at
first insidiously proposed to unite with
them in the work. When this proposal
was rejected, they ncxt hired counsel-
lors against them, through whose mis-
representations a deciee of King Ar-
taxerses waus obtained stopping the
work. For a time their adversaries
triumphed. At length Nehemiah ob-
tained permission to build, and orders
to the officers of Government to supply
all materials necessary. Their success
again egcited the jealousy of their ad-
versaries. But when God’s time comes
to work, ke can render all the schemes
of his ndversaries the very means of ad-
vancing his cause. King Darius issued
a decree ordering that necessary su
plies should be furnished out of the
King’s revenue, and that if any man
should alter this decree his house should
be pulled down, and timber taken there-
from, aund be hanged thereon. From
this time oppesition ceased. At this
time Zechariah prophesied and was au-
thorized to predict the speedy termina~
tion of the work. What though their
adversaries might be mighty and pow-
erful, yet their opposition would be
fruitless. “Who art thon, O Great
mountain, before Zerubbabel thou shalt

become a plain.” &. The text supplies
the reason for their trivmph.  The work
was God’s, and would be carried ou by
his power.

Applying this to the Church of Christ,
the text taught us, I. On what tho exist-
ence, continnance and prosperity of the
church was not dependant, and, II. On
what it is dependant. .

On the first general head the speaker
remarked,

1. The Church does not exist by luum-
an sufferance or permission. It can
and will exist in spite of every opposi-
tion from mar. It has withstood every
effort of the most gowerful of mun-
kind. The enemies of the Church
have sometimes imagined that they were
likely to be suceessfal in overthrowing
her; but He that siis in heaven has
laughed, the Lord held them in derision.
The church has been' cust into the fur-
nace, but it has been-that she might
come out purified. The bush burns,
but is not consumed." -

2. The church does not depend on the
patronage of civil Goveinmenis. Hu-
man institutions may depend for their
existence up>n human governments,
but divine institutions court not the
smiles of the great. It is’the duty of
all in high places to exercise their power
in & consistent way for the cause of
truth. But it is a glerious’ truth that
when they are faithless to their obliga-
tions the church can exist and prosper
without them. An idea has been at
times prevalent with some, that w_thout
the patronage of the state; the church
could not maintain its existence. Some
ideas of this kind was on the minds of
many Protestants at the time of the
Reformation, a similar idea prevailed
with many at the time of the Secession;
and even at the time of the discuption,
sach a glorious career as that of the
Free Church without the patronage of
the state, was not anticipated either by
friend or foe. .

Statesmen have indeed professed to
take the church under their care, but it
hag commonly only been to bring it into
bondage to their schemes of worldly

licy. Can it be really religion that
induces statesmen tosupport with equal
readiness, Presbytery or Episcopacy,
Protestantism, or Popery—and cven
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Mzhommedunism or Pag nism. We
may well rejoice that the church is not
dependuut upon the State, otherwise
all these systems would respectively
become popular. Perhaps all the per-
secutions that the church has ever
suffercd have not done as much harm to
the church as the corruptions introduced
by the system of State patronage intro-
duced by Constantine.

3. The church is not dependant on
the force of arms. These may be ne-
cessary for the support of human king-
doms, but they are absolutely unlawful,
for promotizg Christ’s kingdom. Peter
oncz drew a sword in his master’s
cause, but only to receive the reproof
“ Put up thy sword in its place for they
that take the sword snall perish with
the sword.” Not only so, but the
church defies the power ot the State to
destroy it. The Waldenses mamtained
their existence as a people and the
purity of worship for centuries in spite
of every attempt to destroy them.

4. The Church is not dependant on
the wisdom of human legislalive enact-
ments. Human kirgdom may depend
upon wise human legislation. But the
legislation for the Church has been
completed. And now she has only to
obey the laws given by the great head.

5. The Church is not dependant upon
the wisdom, learning, and eloquence of
its friends. These may be useful, but
they are not necessary. God raises up
men, highly gratified in these respects,
and then something removes them sud-
denly, to teach that his cause is not
devendant unon them, that he can raise
or that he can carry on his work without
them. He does employ o Paul in learn-
ing, and an Appollus in eloquence, but
these are the exceptions. “ Not many
men after the flesh, not muny mighty,
not muny noble are called. But God
hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise, and God
hath chosen the weak things of the
world to confound things that are
mighty,” &e.

The preacher then proceeded to the
2nd general head of his subject to con-,
sider on what the church was depend-
ant. The answer was in the words of
the text, *“ By my spirit, saith the Lord.”
The spirit calls every member of the
church out of darkuness into light, and
carries on the.work in him till he arrives
at the measure of the stature of the
perfect man in Christ Jesas. It is by
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the spirit that all servants of God are
qualified for their office and work, The
same spirit can change the Ditterest
opponent into o friend, as it did Paul.
The preacher here give a most, Sloquent
description of Sutan’s kingdom assailed
by the church, avd pointing Gut that
the animating cause of all the "assail-
ants was the influence of the spirit
upon their héarts. .

The discourse was concluded. with
three inferences, as follows: 1." Neces—
gity in our work as ministers of con-
stant reliance upon the power of the
spirit. 2. The necessity of .egrnest’
prayer for the spirit. e has pramised
to give his spirit liberally, * as th® rain
upon the mown grass,”” but he.says,
‘“ For all these things will I be engquired
of to do thein for you.” 3, The cer-
tainty and security of the chureh,: -The
cause is not myo’s hut God’

After sermon the syn9d wag

yer, and thig, rll made. up

pngiata-

ted by pray ¢
when it appenred . thak
were made sines the J;
synod, viz,, the Rev !
ordiined at Tatamag
Jacoh McLelian, or
and successor, to. the Rév:,
Maitland. The attendange.of
and Elders was unusually large
The" whole of the remaining patt of
the day was occupied with businese.~—
The first item was an appeal by, a mem-
ber of the congregation of Papal fj'pve

Church, Halifax, agains{ a'deed.of the
Halifax Presbytery, but the apgpellant
having failed to make any. jppearance
the appeal was dismissed, . Reports
were received from the Homg aid T
eign Mission Boards, the..Seminary
Bourd, and the Colporiage. Cammittee
of their operations since the fask.mé
ing of synod, but they contyined: little
of interest that has not already. 2ppear-

ed in our columns. The Commitsec

some less important mutters cypmected
with the closing of its businéss asa
sepdrate body, the synod adjcurned till
the following morning. .

An important part of their Lusiness
we must bring under the noticé.of our
readers. From the Report of the For-
eign Mission Board, it appearcd that
the ‘London Missionary Society had
charged £00 stg. for the board of Mr
Geddie’s children in the Jokn Williams,
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and that their passage across the Atlan-
tic had cost the same amount. These
two sumis togethier would amouat to the
whole of Mr Gleddie’s salary for a year.
1t is therefore munifestly impossible for
Mr Geddié_ to pay. But there is not
now in the funds of the ‘church suffi-
cient ‘16 meet thé salaries of the four
misspnaiies for the year. The Synod,
howevery resblved;. and apply to each
copgregation o make a special collec-
ion_ to _incrénsed expenses to
“thig hegn subjected.

T068 " ON- THURSDAY.

Thé'Syriod of éhe Presbyterian Church
bf Nova ‘Scotia, met on the following
Anorning; Thursday, October 4th, a day
whidh will beréafter be a day of mark,
Jin]thé religious’ annals of the Province.
"Any femaining business was disposed

. ‘of, and the Synod engaged in" prayer,
led by the Rev. Géorge Walker, ack-
‘nowledging the divine goodness in the
_past history of the Church, and _solici-
_ting the divine blessing, on the impor-
“taut step ‘it was now about to take.—
>The" follawing is the last minute :—
% MYe Synod of the Presbyterian

h of Nova Scotia considering that

A -of "uitiion with the Synod of the

S Free Chiurch of Nova Scotia has been
'preg aréd, deliberafely cousidered and

! cordially sanctioned by both Synods ;

" anit ‘having been remizted for the consi-

" devation of Preshyteries and Kirk Ses:

‘sions, has met with their cordial and
ubanimous approval ; and considering
that by the good hand of their God upon

* them they bave completed all other pre-

Farabory arrangements, do now, with

ervent gratitude to God for past good

ness to the Presbyterian Church of No-
va Scotia, and for having led them and
their brethren of the Free Church of
Natva"Scotia thus far, and in humble
dependance on His Gracious blessing
in.the solemn and interesting step they
ars “about to take, and with earnest
prayer that He would pour down the
rich influences of His Spirit on the
United Church, and would enable ber

-

ministers, elders and people to improve

the privileges they enjoy, and dischar,

the pobliga%ions gev(i vgng on theg?
resolve and hereby record their Resolu—
Zton forthwith to repair as a constitu-
tional Synod to the tents prepared for
the purpose, in order that they may
there, as arranged, unite with their
brethren of the Free Church of Nova

Scotia, and form one Synod to be known
as “The Synod of the Preshyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces of Brit-
ish North America,” and that they
may henceforth work together in the
fear of God and in the comforts of the
Holy Ghost—striving for the faith of
the Gospel, for the purity of Divine
ordinances, and for the enlargement ot
the Church of Christ: And this Synod
declare that they shall be considered
the Synud of the same Presbyterian
Church when, united with the Free
Church of Nova Scotia, it shall be
known under the designation of the
“ Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
the Lower Provinces of British North
America,”” and shall be entitled to, and
vested in all the authority, rights, and
benetits to which it is nw, or may he—
come entitled: And this Synod fur-
ther daclare that each of the congrega-
tions under its inspection, wheiher they
shall adopt a name to be hereafter fixed,
or shall retain, as they shall be permit-
ted to do if they shall deem proper,
the name by which they have hitherto
been designated, sball not be held,
though remaining in consequence of
this Union under the inspection of the
Synod of the united Chureh, as in any
respect changing their ecclesiastical
connection, or affecting any of their
civil rights.”

The Free Church Synoed met the sume
morning, and after setthig the remain-
ing business, adopted a wminute in
similar terms.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE UNION.

For some time hefore the meeting had
excited great interest not only in the
County of Pictou but far, beyond,fand
for two or three days before visitors
were arriving from different quartors.—
We noticed strangers present from
Cornwallis, from various pa ts of the
County of Cumberlaud, from Cape Bre-
ton and Prince Edward Island, as well
as from the nearer Counties of Sydney
and Colchester. The hotels were crowd-
ed, but private hospitality w s liberally
exercised. All the ministers and elders
who were members of synod, the licen-
tiates and students and also the minis-
ters of other Presbyterian bodies were
provided with comfortable accommoda:
tion, besides the large number of pri-
vate friends whom the people of Pictou
were called on to entertain.

The Committee of accommodation




2o,

1860

had for weeks been busy in providing
a comfortable place of meeting. We
need not say that they felt a heavy re-
spousibility. The union meeting were
likely to be the means under God of
deep and lasting impressions for good.
But all might be marred if through any
failure on their part the two synods and
the audience assembled could not as-
semble in comfort. According to the
plan already mentioned they had obtain-
ed the two large Government Tents,
and combined them, roofing over also a
space from the point of intersection and
drawing out the one side to a straight
line. The large amount of space thus
enclosed was all fully seated, to an am-
ount that was calculated to seat 2,500
adults, but into which it is believed
that 3000 persons could be contained.
As the ground was rising all the audi-
ence had a full view of the Platform on
which the two synods were to sit. This
platform which was placed in the centre
on the lower side of the tents was also
rising, so that the whole audience were
in view of the synods. There was
scarcely any decoration about the stru -
ture, yet independent of the assembly
and the services of the occasion, the
whole had quite a picturesque appear-
ance. The whole preparations of the
Committee elicited the warmest com—
mendations.

Tha gloomy clouds of the .previous
day vanished and the sun rose glorious~
ly, giving promise of a delightful day.
About 9 o’clock the roads leading to
Fictou were thronged with a stream of
carriages converging towards the tents.
The streets of the town appeared filled
with people. The tents had stood wind
and storm remarkably well, and from
an early hour in tho morning over one
of them floated the Blue Bauner of our
Presbyterian forefathers, with the leg—
end in white letters— For CrRisT's
Crow~ aND CovENANT,” while over the
other floated a pure white banner with
the text “THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE.”

UNION PROCEEDINGS,

At a quarter to 11 o’clock precisely
the bell of Prince Street Church com-
menced to ring—to ring the joyous
marrisge peal of the two Churches.—
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day to take his seat as & member of
court. Other ministers followed two by
two. Then came the Elders and Pro-
bationers, licentiates and students, The
Procession as it appioached the tent
appeared to great advantige. Tt num~
bered about sizty. R. P. Grant,Esq.,
acted as marshall, and showed the mem-
bers their position on the platform—
Just five minutes later the Synod ‘of the
Presbyterian Church ‘of Nova Scotia
walked in procession up the samie hill
and entered the tent at the same door.
It was much’ larger:'than ‘the Free
Church procession, - and. presented yn
imposing aspect, ~The: Moderator and
Clerk led; then the Professors, and
then the vatriots ‘members In ‘Grder-of
seniority. “The ‘number of Eldeis ‘in-
attendance was large,” and:no friend
of Presbyterianism but would feel grati-
fied at seeing so inany: intélligent lay~
men taking 80 warm an interest in " the
Church. Clarence Primrose, Eeg., con-
ducted the membets to their seats. The
ministers of the” Free' Church ‘ Synod
occupied every alternate seit ou the
right of tha plitform, the vacaut sedts
were occupied by the| ministers of the
other bodies, while  the Eldets satpro-
miscuously on the left. In the' centre ,
was a table with chairs’ for the two
clerks, and’ a fittle back chaivs for the
moderators; and another to be oceupied
by the new moderator. ‘On’the cénire -
bench at the back were seated Mr Ged-
die’s children with their frnends.

For some ‘time before :the seaty: had
been filling with inferested Spéctators.
With due consideration’ seats:had been
reserved immediately in' front of -the
platform’ for the aged ud tha infirm,
and persons bad been appointdd ta:con-
duct them to” the ‘plaites- anaigriad:them,
and generally to 56 Yo" the ctderly fil-
ling up of the seats. Hundreds, how-
ever, remained Gutside to'witbess the
procession, so that even aftér the mem-
bers of the two synods had taken their
seats, numbers came pourifig in “until
almost the entire space comprised with-
in the.'¢ompass cf the two tents was
densely packed.” The number present
has been variously estimated, but it was
over 2000. So large an assembly was
never before gathered undér cover in

The Free Synod then formed outside of Nova Scotls, and we are happy to say

Knox’s Cburch. The Moderator took
the lead, supported by the Synod Clerk,
Professor King and Dr. Forrester, the
Dr. having been cordially invited this

that the speakers were distinctly avdi-
.ble by those niost distant. Large and
crowded as‘wis the gathering we never
beheld & mote orderly one. Every face
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wore the aspacet of thoughtful gravity.
No Sabbath _day assemblage in any
church ever hehaved moré heécomingly.

The vagt. congregation hushed into
the deepert silence as_ the Rev. Mr.
Murdocis, the senior Moderator, rose

and gave.pud the Jlundredth Psalm,
which wasgung by all the people stand.
ing, to the funs of Old Hundred.

The Rey, P, 'G. McGregot then read
the Jast nipute ‘of the Synod of the
Presbyterian ,.Ch_m‘(:l). .of Nova Secotia,
and the Rev. My, Duif rend the last
minute of the Synod of the Free Chuareh,
(as given cleéwhere.) The Roll of the
Synad of the Preshyterian Church was
tiren called, wheri it appeared that all
the ministers weve present except two
—one of whom_was detaired by sick—
ness.  The following ministers were

resent :—Thomas S. Crow, Angus M-
Gilvray, John L. Murdoch, Robert 8.
Patterson, James Smith, D. D., David
Roy, John McCurdy, John I, Baxter,
James Ross, John Campbell, William
McCalloch, Peter G. McGregor, Geurge
Chlirist e, James Bayne, Andrew P. Mil-
ler, John Cameron, James Allan, George
Walker, Robert Sedgewick, Ebenezer
E. Ross, George Patierson, Isane Mur-
xay, Alex. L. Wyllie, George M. Clarke,
Henry Crawford, James McLean, Alian
Fraser, James McG. McKay, Samuel
Johnston, John Carrie, Alaxander Cam-
erop, George Rodd ck, James Thomson,
James Watson, James A Murray, John
McKiunon, Willinm Darragh, John Me-
Leod, Thomas Downie, Robert Laird,
Thomas Sedgwick, and Juacoly McLei-

an.

The Elders present were as follows:
—J. Grant, John Walker, S. Creelman,
Hugh Fraser, J. B. Dickie, H. McDon~
ald, S. Archbibald, D. Fraser, T. W.
Hilton, Henry Louden, William Dunn,
James Fraser, James McCallam, J. Mc-
Gregor, J. M. McCurdy, Isanc Flem-
miag, J. Douglas, Thes. Davison, James
Anderson, W, Landels, James Graham,
G. Fullerton, . A.0)Brien, A. Brenton,
R. Stewart, D -on, R, Faulkner,
G. B. Johnsan;:Johit- MeKinnon, John
Dixon, John MiDongid, Joht Nelson,

and G, Tattrie. " .. 1

The Rev. Mr. Diffredd the roll of the
Free Church Synod, and the following
members were present:—Rev. W. G.
Forhes, Professur King, John Stewart,
Duncan B. Blair, Alexaunder Sutherland,
Alexr. Cumpbell, Alexr. Ross, Murdoch
Stewart, James Fraser, James Ruoss,

Charles L. Ross, Abraham MeIntosh,
William Duff, William Murray, John
Hunter, Howard D. Stecle, Alexander
W. McKay, Alexander MeKright, Al-
exander Stuart, George Sutherland, Al
exander Munro, Neil MeKay, Donald
McNeill, William Ross, Donald Mor-
rison.  The following Elders were
present : — Messrs. Cameron, James
Forman, John 8. Newcombh, Taylor,
Gunn, Logan, 8. Cawmpbell, McKay
and Camphell.

The Rolls being read, the Rev. P G,
McGregor read the Basis of Union,
which was engrossed on Paichment and
ready for signature. The members of
both Synods stood up while it was being
read. Rev. Mr. Murdoch then signed
the Basis on b half of the one Synod,
and the Rev. Mr. Furbes on benalf of
the other.

The R v. Mr. Murdoch then declared
that the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia was from this date merged inwo
and should be known us the Preshyter-
ian Chureh of the Lower Provinees of
British North Ameriea, and should he
entitied to all rights, and vested in all
the privileges, to which it is now, or
may hercafter become entitled. The
Rev. Mr. Forbes baving made a similar
declaration in reference tu the Free
Chureh, the Moderators gave each other
the right hand of fellowship—all the
ministers and elders fullowing their ex-
ample, the chuir and the whole audience
singing the 133rd Psalm, ¢ Belold how
good u thing it is,”” &c. This was a
most affecting scene, and the big tears
rolled down many a cheek not used to
weeping.

Mr Murdoch then moved and Mr
Forbes seconded that the Rev Professor
King be now chosen Moderator. This
was agreed to unanimously, and the
Professor took the chair amid loud and
repeated cheers. Ile tlcu offered up
solemn prayer; after which it was
moved by Mr Bayne and seconded by
Mr N. McKay, that Messrs Duff and
McGregor be the Clerks of the Synod,
and agreed unanimously, The Roll
of theDSynml was then called,and every
member requested to signify his asseut
or dissent from the Basis of Union. All
gave their assent. Members then sign—
ed the Basis in order of seniority.

The Rev. Mr McGillivray then gave
out the 1st and 2d verses of the 147th
Psalm, which was again sung by the
congregation standing, He then read

\\
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the following passages of Scripture:
Ezek. xxxvii. 15—28 ; John xvii. 9—26;
after which the Rev. David Roy offered
prayer.

Professor King then addressed the
Synod.

Professor Ross followed in a very
elogquent and appropriate specech. Rev
A. Campbell gave out the two last
stanzas of the 48th Psalin, and engaged
in prayer.

The Rev. Dr McLeod was to have
addressed-the meeting at this stage in
Gaelic. The following letter explains
the cause of his ahsence which was
much regretted.

Syoxey, C. B., 30th Sept., 1860.
My DeAR MR McGREGOR—

It is with very sincere regret that I take
up my pen to say that I fear I cunnot have
the privilege of being with you next week at
Pictou. Last Sabbath I was at Gabbarus
oponing one of our new Churches. Since
my return home I had to attend several
meetings, travelling a good deal night and
day, and making arrangements, as I ex-
pected to be away for a few weeks. The
consequence is, that I labor under a cold,
wbich confines me to my room, and which in
the mean time puts it out of my power to
leave'howe. f promised myself much enjoy-
ment on the solemn and jnteresting occasion
which brings so many fathers and brethren
and otber christian friends together ; but as
this is not likely to be realized. I bave only
to join my prayers with all assemnbled, that
the great Head of the Church may greatly
bless the Union, and make it productivo of
much good. Let us at the same time look
and pray for a much larger Union—a Union
of all the Presbyterians in British North
America. “Behold how good and how
pleasant a thing it is for bretbren tc dwell
togetber in unity.” Please apologise for my
absence, and assure all of my cordial con-
currence in the measure, and my déep regret
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that I cannot be proscut with you. I am
ot aware of so much as one dissenting
voice in my congregation. Remember me
most affectionately to iy fathers and breth-
ren ; and boliovo me,
My dear Brother,
over yours in the best bonds,
Huen McLeop.

The Rov. P. G. McGregor.

Rev. C. L. Ross was called upon t>
occupy his place, which he did very
happily.

Rev, John Stewart offered up prayer
in Gaelic. A Psalmm was also sung in
Gaelic. The Synod then adjourned at
2 o’clock, to meet again at 3, to resume
public praceedings.

The Synod met again at about half
past three o'clock,  After devotional
exercises, addresses were delivered by
the Rev. Willinm McCualloch, on “Pag-
toral fidelity, in reference to discipline
and training, to independance of Con-
gregational action;” by Rev. D. B.
Blajr, on “ Preshyterianism an exhibi-
tion of seriptural unity;” by Rev. R.
S. Patterson, on “wunion in reference
to the conversion of the world;” by
James Forman, Esq., on “union in
reference to the present position of
Antichrist ; and by Samnel Creelman,
Esq.

* * *

In the evening, the members ot Sy-
nod took tea tegether in the Assembly
Hall. All we feel it necessary to say
of this meeting was, that it passed off
most agreeably.

Friday afternoon and evening were
occupied with business. The Synod
closed its prozeeding at a late hour on
that evening, to meet again in Chal-
mer’s Church, Halilax, ou the 4th
Wednesday, of June 1861.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS, &c.

Srecial NoTiCE.—At a meeting convened
in Knox’s Church, New Glasgow, the Board
of Foreign Missions, in connection with the
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Provin-
ces of British North America, was duly
organized. Amaong other matters of impor-
tance, the state of the fuuds belonging to
the New Hebrides Mission, engaged anxious
attention. It was found that the entire
amount now in the hand of the Geueral
Treasurer, is £472; being £228 less than
the yoarly estimate, for the support of four
Missionaries, £700. No provision at present
exists, for ‘tho children of the Mission,
for the John Kuox, for supply of medicine,

and for such countingencies as may be called
for, every year.

The Board instructed the Secretary to
bring the state of accounts befors the Church,
under the persuasion that it only requires to
be known, in order to speedy adjustment.
Let the auspicious occasion which has so
recently gladdened many hearts, be seized
&S & mosf, opportune season, for such increase
of liberality as will assure all our Mission-
aries that their interosts, now in the hands
of the United Church, will not be neglected.

By order of the Board. :

JAMES Baryxe,
Secretary.
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Board of Foreign Missions.—Rev. Mcara
Roy, John Stewart, Walker, Bayne, and
Blair—Mr Stewart Chairmuan, and Mr Bayne
Secretary. . .

Corresponding Members— Rev, John I.
Baxter, -Onslow; Rev. J. McCurdy, New
Brunswick ; Rev, Isaac Murray P. E. Is.

Monies received by Treasurer, from 20th
August to 4th October, 1860,

Aug 31—Eastern St Peters,
(Is. cur.) £2 6s 10d, £119 0}
Cavendish, (Ic) £1113s9d, 9 14 93
Sept 1—Jn. Murray, Esq, Mabou, 3 0 0

Coll. James’ Ca., N Glasgow, 6 1S 5%
Evang. Socicty of  do. 2 8 13
Coll. taken at-Miss’y Meeting,
Harvey, N B, 312 0
28—~A friend at Fish Pools, per J.
McGregor, Esq., 0 7 6
Oct 2—Maitland Juv Miss’y Soe, 2 7 10
Lower Salmah do. 012 3
Rockville do. 230
Presbyterian cong. Lots 13 and
- 14, £7 38 10d (I c) 519 11
Do Fortune Bay, £13s, 019 2
Mrs Jacob Hatfield, per Rev. G.
Christie, 100
Miss Jane W Waddell perdo, 010 0

Mrs ¥ Fergason, 3s 13d; Mrs W
Napier, 2s 3 ; Mrs James
Murray, 28 6d ; a friend, 28 134,

of Bth’rst, pr Rev J M’Curdy, 0 10 0
Princetown Sab School, for Jno
Knox, 163 8d (I ¢) 014 0
Do Daltic do for do, 13s10d 0 11 6
J W Harris, Esq, Kentville, 010 0
Mrs G Chipman, 0 2 6
New Annan congregation, 112 5
Mr and Mrs Andrew Lauder, 1 0 -0
HOME MISSION.
Sept 1—Bradeck, per Mr J D .
McGilvray, 115 0
James Church, E River, 4 00
Maitland Juv Miss Society, 0 9 8
0Oct 3—Miss Jane WeWaddell, per .
Rev G Christie, ]
Mr Andrew Launder and Mrs
Lauder, River John, 0
James McCaollam, ¥ .. PEI,
per Rev J Allan, . . (I¢), 5 6 3

SYNOD FUND.
Oct 4—Mr Andrew Lauder and Mrs
Lauder, R John, 10
SEMINARY.
Aug 31—Rev H Crawford, castern

=4

St Peters, £1 4s1d (I c) T 00
Rev I Murray, Cavendish,
£4 128 3d (I ¢), 31610

Collected by Young Ladies,
New Londen £5 153 10d (Ic) 4 16 6
Oct 3—Maitland Juv. Miss’y Soc, 0 9 23
Bay Fortuno, PEL, 7s6d (Ic) 0 6 3
Coll. Cape Georgo, 1 00
Lock’s Island, Shelburne cong., 0 12 6
SPECIAL EFFORT.
James Putnam, Maitland, 1st
and 2d instalments, 2
2

0
J. MoDonald, Esq., Cape George 2 0 0
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A® By letters recoived, the Rev. Messrs
‘Waddel, McGregor and Bayne, have baen
appointed by Mr Geddie, Guardians of his
four children, now in Nova Scotia. These
parties have siguified their readiness to as-
sumo the responsibilities of the station f¢
which they have been thus appointed, °As
their first public act, they are disposed fo
invite the liberality of the numerous friends
of Mr_Geddie, to adopt such .means.an they
may deem proper to defray the cxpenses
already incurred by the passage of, his
children from Aneiteum to London, and fromi
London to Halifax. The amoant thus res
quired, is £115 stg. However much. jn-
clined the Board might be to_pay this.sum
out of the general fund, as well as to'provide
for tho future support of the first childfen
of the New Hebrides Mission; that fund is
not, at present, equal to the pledged support
of the four Missionaries now in the field.

In tLese circmmstances; the Guardians are
prepared to thankfully reeeive, and faithfally
apply the free will offerings with which they
may be entrused, for ‘the purposes, atiove
specified, and they have every -coufidence,
that ample means will sbon be'placed'at their
disposal. Purties remitting will -please ad-
dress all communications to the Rev: James
‘Waddell, River John;or the Rev. P, G.
McGregor, Halifax; or the Rev. - James
Bayne, Pictou. - B

29~ The agent a.ckn'owled@ receipt of
the following sums for Registerand Instruo-
tor :— ) R

James McGregor; - - 880 0
Abram H. Patterson, 200
Tho’s Herbert, . 1 89
Rev. Tho’s Sedgewick, "~ -~ 0 8 0
David Fulton, 339
Robt. Davidson, 215 0
Rev. James McG McKay, 189
Mrs Jas Wilkie, : 016
Adam Logan, 110 0
Andrew O'Brien, 012 6
Rev. Isaac Murray, 0 3 9
Mrs John Kirker, 0 0 9

Pictou, 5th Oct., 1860.

James Patterson acknowledges receipt of
the following Goods for Aneitcum Mission :

From Cascumpec and Campbelton congre-
gation, P E Island, per Rev Allan Fraser, 1
package (oods, value £6 8s 9d (Is. curr.),
including a parcel for Rev Mr Gordon, value
14s 6d.

From Princeton congregation, P E I, Box
Goods, no value named.

The Treasurer of the Picton Auxiliary
Bible Society acknowledges ‘Receipt of £I,
as a free contribution from Mr Andrew
Lawder and Mrs Lawder.

Norice.—Those who are in arrears for the
Instractor and Rogister aro requested to for-
ward the amounts to the Agent, Mr. James
Patterson; as an entire change is to be made
at the end of the year for conducting the
periodicals of the church.



