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RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN OLD TESTAMENT
CRITICISM.

By the Rev. Pror. SCRIMGER, D.D.

This paper is not intended to be an original discuission of any
of the great problems of Old Testament criticism, but to be
rather of the nature of a report of progress, with a view of
placing those who are not able to follow these discussions
closely, for lack of time or lack of books, in a position to
understand something of the present situation and of the
general trend of thought. Few ministers in the active work
of the pastorate can be expected to follow these in any detail,

but all are interested in knowing how the conflict of learned
1
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opinions is progressing, what are the strategic points of most
importance, and, if possible, what is likely to be the outcome of
it all.

I.—As for more than a generation back has been the case,
the main conflict of Old Testainent criticism is still over the
origin and date of the Pentateuch, or rather of the Hexateuch,
and it is undoubtedly the problem of greatest interest. The
dominant view among the more advanced school of critics is
that generally associated with the name of Prof. Wellhausen,
of Gottingen, according to which the so-called Mosaic legis-
lation is resolved into a series of successive codes produced at
widely different periods, such as the Book of the Covenant,
including the Decalogue, which may possibly be Mosaic ; the
Deuteronomic code, contemporary with Jeremiah ; and the
Levitical code, contemporary with Ezekiel, though embracing
an carlier Holiness code of uncertain age. The Hexateuch
in its present form must, of course, according to this theory,
Dbe post-exilian, thougl its history is made up by the combina-
tion of two strands of previously existing materials, one Elo-
histic or priestly, and the other Jehovistic or prophetic. There
is no doubt that this view in its main features is the one
which is accepted by a considerable majority of the competent
scholars in the Universities of the continent of Europe, and by
an incrzasing number both in Britain and America. So far is
this the case that it is no unusual thing for them to ignore any
other view altogether, and to speak of this as embodying the
assured results of criticism.  This confidence is finding expres-
sion practically in various attempts to popularize their views,
and bring them within the reach of a wider circle.

Thus, for example, we have the publication of what has
come to'be called the *“ Rainbow Bible,” or the text of the Old
Testament in colors, to set forth the diffcrent original sources
of the materials in such a way as to strike the eve.  Under the
editorial direction of Prof. Haupt, of Baltimore, this is now
appearing in two editions, one in the original Hebrew and the
other in English. The enterprise is a somewhat costly one,
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however, and it is very doubtful whether it will ever be com-
pleted. It is only in the Pentatcuch that the results are even
claimed to represent any wide consensus of Biblical scholars.

A more feasible attempt in the same direction, and one that
is certain to prove much more useful, is the publication of the
International Critical Commentary under the editorship of
Dr. Briggs in the United States, together with Dr. Driver and
Dr. Plummer in England. This aims at explaining the signi-
ficance of these books on the supposition that the conclusions
of the more advanced critical school are now ascertained to be
true. Several volumes of this work have already appeared,
and, altogether apart from their critical theories, are of high
value ; such as Driver’s Commentary on Deuteronomy, to say
iotning of such a masterpiecce as Sanday’'s work on the
Romans in the New Testament department.

In the Intreduction to his Commentary on Deuteronomy,
Dr. Driver has given the best vindication of the Wellhausen
Theory of the Pentatcuch which has yet appeared in English.
Dr. Briggs has also sought to strengthen the case by a second
edition of his Higlier Criticism of the IHexateuch, originally
published about five years ago. It is characterized by a good
deal of the irritating and ungenerous acidity which is a feature
of almost all his writings, but is a scholarly performance, and
will not fail to win some adherents ta his views. Whatever
one may think of their critical opinions, it is gratifyving to be
able to state that both Dr. Driver and Dr. Briggs still hold
fast by the inspiration and Divine authority of the Pentateuch.
Its religious value is nowise diminished in their estimation.
One is sometimes a little puzzled to know how the two posi-
tions can be logically reconciled.  But we must give them
credit for honestly thinking in their own minds that they have
a mode of harmonizing the two which is satisfactory to them-
selves. In view of changes that have taken place regarding
similar matters in the past, they may be able yet so to present
it as to be satisfactory to others as well.

Notwithstanding the confidence with which the regresenta-
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tives of this school speak of their results as practically final,
they are by no means being allowed to have things all their
own way. 1n Germany itself a more moderate school, repre-
sented by such scholars as Dillmann, Riehm, Kittel, and
Strack, while admitting the composite character of the tlexa-
teuch, refuses altogether to accept Wellhausen’s re-construc-
ition of the history. This more conservative school has re-
cently been reinforced by Prof. Volck, of Dorpat, while a
somewhat vigorous protest against the critical position of the
Wellhausen school, as represented in the chairs of the Univer-
sities, has come from the active pastors of the Church, who
are impressed with the fact that they are losing spiritual power
through the discrediting of the authority of the Old Testa-
ment.  These have found a voice especially in a work by
Pastor Rupprecht, which seeks to vindicate the strictly his-
torical character of the Pentateuch. In England Dr. Baxter,
in a large volume entitled ** Sanctuary and Sacrifice,” gives
an claborate refutation in detail of Wellhausen’s arguements ;
while, as all know, Dr. Green of Princeton, has, in a scries
of works during the past few vears, done vigorous battle for
the old conservative view. More cffective than either of these
is Prof. Robertson’s great epoch-making work on * The Early
Religion of Israel,” which, while not discussing the author-
ship of the Pentateuch at all, shows that the Mosaic institu-
tions must be referred to a much earlier period than is assumeu
in Wellhausen's theory, being all practically pre-supposed in
the writings of the earlier Prophets, and regarded as venerable
cven then. This has not yet been successfully answered, no:
is it likely to be traversed in its main contention.

The most important check, however, has conie from the
side of archacology, and is due to the discoveries so rapidly
accummulating as the result of the investigations now being
made in various parts of the Orient. In consequence of these
discoveries, Prof. Sayce, of Oxford, and Prof. Hommel, of
Munich, who a few years ago were regarded as favourable to
the newer critical views, have reversed their former positions,
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and issued vigorous protects against the conclusions of the
critics,

These archacologists, indeed, make no attempt to deal with
the chief arguments on which the critics rely to support their
conclusions, viz., those based on peculiarities of language and
style. But arguments based on language and style alone are
notoriously insecure.  They carry weight with most minds
only when the historical evidence points in the same direction,
or when there is no historical evidence either way. In the case
of the Pentateuch, these linguistic arguments in favour of a
comparatively late autliorship have had more consideration
than they would otherwise receive in the absence of direct his-
torical evidence through certain presuppositions which seemed
to have force.

One of these presuppositions was the improbability that
Moses was able to write at all, or that, if he counld write, he
would find anyone able to read his writings. A few vears ago
this constituted a real difficulty. The force of this presuppo-
sition has now been utterly and forever broken by the recent
discoveries in Babylon and Egypt, which make it periectly
certain that the art of writing was not only known in both
these countries long before the time of Moses. or even Abra-
ham, but that it was freely used for literary purposes as well
as.for official records and correspondence. Not only so, hut
it is, now certain that there were several forms of writing
already employed, and that Egyptian officials at any rate were
expected to be able to read and write in the language and
cunciform script of Babylonia, as well as in their own hicro-
glyphics. Under thesc circumstances. one has no difficulty
understanding how Moses might be able to write in the native
language of his own people, and how a considerable number
among them would be qualificd to read and value what he had
written.

It has also become abundantly clear that parailels to some
of the older portions of Genesis existed among the Babylonians
before the time of Abraham’s migration, and that the storics
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of the Creation and of the Deluge formed part of the com-
mon heritage of the Semitic peoples everywhere.  There is,
thercfore, no neced to suppose that the Jews incorporated these
in their sacred books only at a later time when they again came
into contact with the Babylonians by conquest.

Archacology has further tended to discredit the results of
literary criticism by furnishing independent evidence of the
substantial truth of the history given in the Pentateuch. Tt is
almost a necessary consequence’ of the Wc'lhausen theory
that the history which appears in the Pentatcuch should be
almost wholly traditional, and largely untrustworthy ; that it
should be not so much a record of facts as a transcription of
the popular conception of the facts, and idealized history par-
taking of the character of the historical novel, given not for the
sake of the history, but for the sake of the religous truth it
might convey. Some of the writers of this school hesitate to
avow such an opinion.  But Wellhausen himsclf does not
hesitate to assert it, and declare that the history is largely a
fabrication. According to him, the Israelites had no historical
connection with Chaldaea, and were not descended from Abra-
ham, Tsaac and Jacob, but were a collection of Arabian
nomads, who about 1200 B.C. appearcd for the first time on
the cast bank of the Jordon, and crossing over, succeeded in
getting a foothold in Palestine. They were mere barbarians
as compared with the carlier occupants, and, as has often been
the case under similar circumstances, they adopted the civili-
zation and language, also the traditions and, to some extent,
the religion of their ‘'new subjects, appropriating whatever
was fitted to gratify their vanity or minister to their national
pride.  The details as to names, placcs, incidents were sup-
plied at a later time, and arc mainly invented.  Some even
deny the fact of the residence in Egypt and the exodus as mere
incense offered to the national self-glorification.

In opposition to all this, Prof. Hommel, in his latest book,
“The Ancient Hebrew Tradition as lilustrated by the Monu-
ments,” sets himself to marshal the evidence furnished by
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archaeological discovery in favor of the contemporancous
origin of the history and its substantial accuracy. Of course it
is only at a few points that the monuments touch the Bible
history as yet.  But the number is being increased almost
every day, and so far as is goes, he claims it supports his con-
tention.

Without attempiing to give anything like an analysis of the
book. which could do it no kind of justice, it may be sufficient
to note the results which he claims to have ascertained. They
are as follows :

1. That the Israclites who followed Moses into the wilder-
ness were not barbarians.

2. The theory that the 14th chapter of Genesis, relating to
the invasion of Palestine in Abrahani’s day by Chedorlaomer
and his allies, was not written till the time of the Babylonian
captivity, and is merely a free reproduction of the cunciform
record by some learned Rabbi, must be absolutely rejected.

3. That a laborious examination of existing monuments,
inscriptions and the like, forces us to admit, as an historic
fact, that the patriarch Abraham migrated from Ur about the
vear 1922 R.C, when an Arabian dynasty was ruling over
Mesopotamia.

4. At the very carly period when Jacob and Laban, who are
proved to have been Aramaecans, are recorded in the Book of
Genesis to have entered Mesopotamia, an important migration
of Aramacans is known to have taken place into the same
country from their original home in the south-west.

5. The evidence of language afforded by a comparison of
inscriptions permits us to assume confidently that a certain
and not inconsiderable portion of the tradition on which Gene-
sisis based had already been reduced to writing in the time of
Moses.

6. Lastly, so far from the personal names which occur in
considerable number in the so-called priestly code, and especi-
ally in the Book of Numbers, exhibiting any such characteris-
tics as would indicate a Babylonish origin, they possess, on



8 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL.

the contrary, the same linguistic features as the Arabian names
of the sccond millennium before Christ, and are entirely dis-
similar to those with which we are brought into relations
during the times of the Captivity and of Ezra.

Whether all these conclusions shall be found tenable or not,
it is quite evident that they open up a new period in the dis-
cussion of this intricate question. We are still far from having
heard the last word, and it is not safe for anyone to assume
that the results of literary criticism are beyend question. We
may yet have a theory which will hold fast the historical char-
acter and contemmporancous origin of the Pentateuch, while at
the same time it gives rcasonable explanation of the literary
peculiarities which are undoubtedly perplexing. An original
and unique attempt at such a theory has been furnished by
Klostermann in a recent work on the Pentateuch. His view
is that there was an original Mosaic Pentatet:ch containing the
nucleus of the legislation and of the history both, but that
variations in this arose from the multiplication of copies in the
different schools of Jewish thought which were more or less
in antagonism, and that our present Pentateuch is simply the
result of Ezra’s attempt to harmonize these diffcrent recen-
sions without secking to decide between them. This would
explain the peculiaritics that now appear in it, and at the same
time preserve its essentially Mosaic character. It is not im-
probable that along some such line as this the ultimate solution
of the problemr may be found.

II.—Passing now from the Pentateuch, we find a somewhat
similar controversy as to the correctness of the received Jewish
history at a much later period, viz., that of the building of the
second temple on their return from the Babylonian captivity.
According to the Book of Ezra, the foundations were laid m
the second year after the return during the reign of Cyrus,
then interrupted by the machinations of their jealous neigh-
bors, and resumed only sixteen years later in the reign of
Darius.  As long ago as 1867, Prof. Schrader, then in
Zurich, called attention to the fact that this statement
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was apparently inconsistent with the statements of IHaggai
and Zechariah, the contemporary prophets, who say nothing
about the foundations being laid at an carlier time, but
speak as if no work whatever had been done on the
temple until the time of Darius.  Schriider’s contention
made little impression until it was revived in 1890 by
Kuenen, the famous professor at Leyden, It then provoked
a controversy which was in progress at the time of his death.
The controversy was not allowed to drop, but was taken ug
by Kosters, his successor in the chair, and pressed by him to
its natural conclusion. Not much has been heard of the
matter in England or America, but Kosters’ hook, entitled
“The Restoration of Israel in the Persian Period,” has made a
great noise in Holland and Germany. One does not wonder
when it is considered what his conclusions are. Negatively,
they may be stated as follows :

(1) That there was no return of Jewish exiles under Cyrus.

'2) The temple was not built by returned exiles at all, but
by the descendants of those Jews who had been left in the land,
and by whom Jerusalem had heen re-peopled.

(3) Zerubbabel and Jeshua were not the leaders of any band
of returning exiles, but the official heads of the resident com-
munity that had occupied Jerusalem.

(4) The walls of Jerusalem were likewise rebuilt by this
same community under the leadership of Nehemiah.

(3) That Izra’s arrival at Jerusalem did not take place
before Nehemiah's governorship, but only after the temple and
the walls had been built, when Nehemiah was governor the
second time.

Kosters’ book, which appeared in 1893, was followed last
vear by an essay from Dr. Charles Torrey on “ The Composi-
tion and Historical Value of Ezra-Nehemiah,” in which he
utterly discredits the historical character of these hooks.
According to him, the writer distorts facts deliberately and
habitually ; invents chapter after chapter with the greatest
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freedom ; and what is most dangerous of,all, his history is
not written for its own sake, but in the interest of a one-sided
theory. The theory supposed to pervert this writer’s narra-
tive is that the Jews of the Captivity constituted the true
Israel, and they therefore had to be represented as doing every-
thing of importance in the revival of the nation and in the
development of the new Judaism.  The author is supposed
to have written it some two hundred and fifty yvears after the
conventional date of the return, when in the absence of con-
temporary histories, the facts were necessarily obscure and
casily misread.

These destructive views have all along been vigorously com-
bated by Prof. Van Hoonacker, of Louvain, who maintains
that there is no inconsistency between Ezra-Nechemiah on the
one hand. and Haggai-Zechariah on the other ; and that there
is hardly any fact in the Old Testament better authenticated
than the restoration from Babylon under Cyrus. He is indeed
inclined to think that there has been some dislocation of Ezra’s
narrative, and that he did not arrive at Jerusalem until a some-
what later period than is commonly supposed. But otherwise,
he regards the book as historical in the full sense.  Van Hoon-
acker has been supported in his views from a somewhat unex-
pected quarter.  Prof. Mever, of Halle, is known as a
thoroughly competent scholar and a somewhat advanced critic.
Last year he published a thorough-going work on “ The Rise
of Judaism,” and in it he gives the results of his investigation
of the value of the sources.  His conclusion is that the Books
of Ezra and Nehemiah are larg»ly made up of genuine official
documents which have the highest historical value. e con-
fesses the result is a surprise even to himself, as he was quite
prepared to find it otherwise, and his conclusion may be re-
garded s the outcome of a sufficiently* unbiassed examination.
The discussion is not likely to come to an end for some time
yet, but it will be difficult indeed to break the force of Mceyer’s
arguaments.  If he is correct, then the history must stand, and
we may rest assured that the statements of IHaggai and Zecha-
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riah, when rightly understood, will be found to be in entire
harmony with it.

IIT.—A third critical problem which has received consider-
able notice of late, especially in popular discourses and treatises
is that of the Book of Jonah. All will remember how a few
months ago Dr. Lyman Abbott, of Brooklyn, shocked the
Christian world by a sermon which was afterwards printed, and
in which he wholly discarded the historical character of the
book, exciting his congregation to laughter over it as a fine
piece of irony at the expense of the prophetic oruer. There
was absolutely nothing new in the theory which he advocated.
it having been long familiar to students of the Old Testament.
But it was set forth in such a way as to be needlessly offensive,
and at once led to the repudiation of his views in formal reso-
lution by the Congregational Association of the district. Tt
has also led to the appearance of several popular treatises on
Old Testament criticism, such as Behrend’s “ Old Testament
under Fire,” and Townsend’s * Story of Jonah in the Light of
Higher Criticism.™ These treatises, while vigorous and inter-
esting, contain nothing that'is specially new or decisive. Their
interest lies mainly in the fact that questions of criticism are
hereafter likely to be carried into the popular arena instcad
of being confined, as hitherto, mainly to scholarly circles.
Perhaps this is inevitable, but it is much to be regretted, for
it is almost certain that a discussion carried on under such
circumstances will be made to turn largely on dogmatic con-
siderations and be marked by a good dcal of personal fecling.
Ad captandum arguments such as most appeal to the popular
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mind can never be ultimately decisive.  In this Jonah discus-

e

sion, for instance, the references,made to the prophet’s experi-
ences by Christ are supposed by many to set at rest for ever
the historical character of the narrative, unless Christ is to be
convicted of ignorance and His Divinity impugned. But such
inferences from language, aside from the main purpose of the
speaker, have too often proved unwarranted and illusory to
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malke it safe for us to place any great dependence on them.
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The folly of arguing from the words of Scripture against the
conclusions of astronomy, geology or biology ought to be
too well understood now to have it repeated in matters of
literary criticism. In view of Christ’s own free use of fiction
in His numerous parables, we must admit the possibility of
fiction in the make-up of Old Testament literature as well, and
the determination of the question as to whether the Book of
Jonah is so or not must be left to the kind of arguments pro-
per for a literary discussion. My own mind inclines to the
historical view of the book, though I confess not without some
hesitation. But I find myself unable to base this conclusion
with any confidence upon the words of: Christ. The canonical
epistle of Jude refers, for purpose of illustration, to what all
admit were only current traditicnal fictions, without vouching
for their historical truth. Christ was morally at liberty to do
the same if He chose without rurther responsibility.
This.point not unnaiurally leads to a few remarks on a mat-
ter with which this paper may fitly close, viz., the attitude of
the evangelical theologian to the methods of the Higher Crit-
icism. With many it has become a sort of fixed principle that
the whole subject is simply a product of rationalizing scep-
ticism, which cannot be too severely reprobated and
denounced. that it is a device of unbelieving men to undermine
the authority of the Bible, with which no one who values the
Gospel can have any possible sympathy.  Somc color has been
lent to this contention, and some justification afforded for this
attitude, by the fact that some of those who have been promi-
nent as Biblical eritics have been unbelicving men, and that
their conclusions have sometimes been appealed to by encmies
of the Gospel for the purpose of discrediting its claims. But
the same has been true of every new science brought to birth
in modern times. The Copernican astronomy threw the ortho-
dox church into a panic, and its advocates had to run the
gauntlet of the Inquisition. Many still living can remember
ho. geology was denounced as a foe of religion, and how
Darwin’s “Origin of Species™ was regarded as the chief infidel
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book of the day. It is surely the veriest stupidity for the
friends of Christianity to allow themselves to be stampeded by
every unfamiliar sound, and to suppose the ark of God to be
in danger every time the cart is unexpectedly shaken. Such
an attitude is worthy only of obscurantists, and is one of the
things which is apt to make cvangelical Christianity contemp-
tible in the eves of thinking men. Let us meet it rather with
faith in the future of our religion, and with minds open to all
truth. Biblical criticism is a genuine science. and must be
treated as such. If the results reached by some critics are
unwarranted and extreme, then we must confidently wait until
they are corrected by clearer thinkers and more patient inves-
tigators, as has already been notably the case in regard to the
Gospels. If the conclusions reached are true, however start-
ling. no amount of shrieking can make them otherwise, and
we must learn to adjust our thinking to the new facts that have
been revealed. It has not hitherto been found impossible to
do so in other directions without damage to the cause of reli-
gion. \VW¢ may rest assured that the Bible will ultimately be
found tc be in harmony with the ascertained results of all true
science.
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EN ROUTE FOR HONAN,

Dear Mr. Robertson,—

Since parting with you in Aontreal a fortnight
ago, I have come as far as Victoria on the way to China, and
look back now on Canada from the western frontier of the
Dominion. Exactly eight years ago this very month, I was
crossing part of theicontinent of Europe on.my way to China
by the eastern route.  All the experiences incidental to pioneer
Missionary work in the interior of the Celestial Empire were
then ahead of me. They have but whetted my desire for work
among the Honanese.

During the past ten months, it has been my privilege to
learn more regarding Canada and the Canadians than had
been possible for me while stndying in Montreal. It has been
my good fortuneito find out much regarding the Churches in
general, and our beloved Presbyterian Church in particular.
Some of the thoughts suggested and impressions made twill
come out in the sequel.

In going through Quebec and Ontario, I heard in many
congregations of the solid work done by the carly settlers.
Aany of these men came from countries favoured with the
presence of a pure Gospel, and carried with then: to Canada
convictions and principles awakened and strengzhiened by the
Word of the Living God.

They were men of the type this great Dominion required
for laying the foundation of a truc and progressive civilization.
Right noblythave they done their work. Canada owes them
a debt of gratitude, and should sacredly cherish all memorials
of them. In these Provinces the foundations havetheen laid,
pionicer work has been done, the country there is well settled,
and:coming generations will know how to prize and perpetu-
ate the institutions and principles so necessary to the true suc-
cess of this country.  May we not hope that the central
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portion of the great edifice of our Canadian Christian civiliza-
tion will:grow to such stately proportions as to do honour to
the land and draw the attention of older lands as well ?

Coming westward through Manitoba and the adjoining Pro-
vinces. thouglits of*a somewhat different nature are raised.
There it is literally true that there remains yet very much
land to be possessed. There are hundreds of homes and farm
steadings now. There will be thousands of these in the future.
Cities, towns and villages will vet spring up on the great
prairies, as well as in the valleys and on the mountain sides.
It will vet be true of these western parts that ** The wilderness
and the solitary place shall be glad for them ; and the desert
shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.””  The pastures will then
be clothed with flocks. the vallexs covered over with corn,
while men: will shout for jov and sing. While much pioncer
work of the highest order, and which will endure the severest
tests has been done here. much vet remains to be done.
Churches must be built and maintained.  Schools must be
erected and supported. Christian homes and helpful influences
must be provided and scattered all over these western parts.
Great work has been done already.  Noble men have done and
are doing work of the first order there now. Qur!Churches
do not know how well they are represented by-the men at the
front. If they knew it, surely they would fecl higher -admira-
tion for them, give more gencrously to aid them. and pray
more_frequently in their behalf.

God has given to Canadians a goodly heritage in this great
Dominion. He has a right to expect much of those to whom
so much that is good 'has been given.  Students for the
Christian ministry may well feel anxious as to their ability to
sustain the responsibilitics entailed on them in Canada. Canada
should be evangelized and Christianized.  That will call for
more heroic efforts on the part of the Churches of this land
than any even they have yet put forth.  Probably it isnot fully
understood by many as vet how great the work is that remains
te be done.  Surcly our TUniversities and Colleges will wurn
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out not only men who will aid in unearthing Canada’s vast
mineral researches, but also those who will lead in building up
a growing, aggressive, enterprising, Christ-cxalting and evan-
gelistic Christian Church. That such may be the case will
always be the prayer of my heart.

While I thus love Canada, and'rejoice in the heritage given
to its people, and thank God for the men called of Him to do
His work in the land, theipath of duty leads me beyond. To-
night I embark for Honan. China’s millions have stronger
claims on my life than.Canada’s have.  Their need is very
much greater. Their destitution is more appalling. Their
future far more doubtful. Because the neced is so great, the
call s0 urgent, the oportunitics so numerous, and. the laborers
so. few, we dare not hestitate to say that we.love China more
than Canada. A time to favour that vast empire is fast
approaching, if it has not already come. Pioneers are loudly
called for there too. Ilomnan nceds men who are willing to do
foundation Missionary work. Our Presbyterian Church has
a share fallen to her lot in the work of evangelizing the
Chinese Empire. It is not surely asking too, much of her that
she send there some of' the best men and women at her dis-
posal. The evangelist is needed who is prepared to sow the
good secd of the!Kingdom in hundreds of villages as yet un-
visited by any ambassador of Jesus Christ.

The Christian doctor is required who will give his life to the
work of curing discase. removing suspicion, winning conti-
dence, and preparing the waytof the Lord among the Honan-
ese. Christian ladies are called for who will rejoice in the
privilege of being permitted ito win their heathen sisters for
Christ. The Christiar teacher is needed who will be capable
of moulding the complex character of the Chinese converts
after Christ’s pattern, and training men there who will be the
evangelizers of China. Men are in demand who will know how
to aid in establishing in Honan alself-supporting, self-govern-
ing and self-propagating native Church which will in coming
years be independent -of Canadian support. Christianity must
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be proclaimed in every village, town and city in north Honan.
The idol tempie only meets us in these now. Is it not Christ’s
desire and purpose to have a Christian Church confronting
every heathen temple ?  If China’s hoary superstitions are to
be overthrown, if her idolatry is to be subverted, if her teeming
millions are'to know the good tidings of great joy, if Christ is
to see of the travail of His soul and to be satisfied there, then,
while nuch work hasibeen done and is being done now, very
much more must be done in the future.

Has not this great Ywork particularly strong claims on the
attention of Christian students > True, they cannot all, nor
even in any considerable numbers, be expected to go to China.
They can, however, prepare for being true Missionary pastors.
They can discover and declare the Missionary spirit and prin-
ciples of the Bible. They can know God’s teaching regarding
idolatry in the past, and history’s verdict regarding its degrad-
ing results. They can show the harmony existing between
all branches of the Master’s work in every portion of the world-
wide field. They can makeiknown what the Protestant nations
of Europe. as well as Canada, are indebted to Missions ior,
and how great, conscquently, their debt is to the cvangelized
portions of the world. They can aid in training voung men and
women to have an-intelligent and sympathetic interest in Mis-
sions, and aid too in directing some of them to spheres oi
service on the Mission field. They can assist in getting con-
gregations to respond gencrously to the claims of Home and
Troreign Mission ficlds, and direct in ‘believing prayer to God
the thoughts of multitudes of persons. They can give Christ
His peerless place in preaching and teaching, and aid in devel-
oping a Missionary spirit after the exampie of, and on the lines
laid down by, Heaven’s great Missionary. They can show
how His principles are slowly but surely revolutionizing the
world, bringing to and keeping at the front the nominally

hristian nations, and drawing towards Him the attention of
tie world. The Missionary spirit, as Dr. A. MacLaren has well

said, is but the Christian spirit turned in a definite direction.
2

<
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and can only be sustained as there is a vigorous Christian life
behind it.  Give Christ His rightful place in our Christian
enterprises, and the:methods pursued by some, as well as the
hobbies and theories propounded by others, wiil perish bencath
His gaze. The command to evangelize the world has eman-
ated from Him. The power with which to do it will be
supplied by Him.  Iis Personal Presence is assured to liis
servants until thetwork is done.  There is much remaining to
be done by Christian students when they occupy the respon-
sible position of ambassadors for Christ.:

It remains to be added that the life-long attitude of many
students towards'Missions at home and abroad will be decided
during their college days. 1t is of the utmost importance then
that they decide wisely, in full viewlof the facts of the case.
Many will be called of God to spend their lives in Canada.
They should surely know where the need s greatest, and be
prepared to spend life where it can be invested for God ‘to the
best advantage. The amount of interest taken in the evan-
gelization of the heathen by many of Canada’s congregations
will depend largely on the work done in instructing them by
their pastors and teachers. A Church that is blessed with a
trnly evangelical ministry cannot fail of being evangelistic in
its methods and purposes. The study of modern Missions in
some of their aspects will well repay the Christian studeat.
He will be able to add to his apologetics many convincing
arguments drawn from the Mission fields. The Church of the
twenticth century will surely do more to win the world for
Christ by giving Christto the world than that of the nineteenth
has done. This has been a preparatory century.  Missionary
results have amply vindicated the wisdom and faith of their
founders. We have a right to expect greater things, however.
The students of to-day may live to see the time when the Gos-
pel will be preached in every language of earth. They may
live to take part in the final stages of the great conflict of the
ages. Christianity is in the world to stay. It is here to van-
quish every false faith, every shallow philosophy, and all the
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obstacles which Satan, through man’s pride, prejudice and sin,
puts in its path. God’s eternal purpose cannot fail of accom-
plishment. 'We may, however, lose much of priceless value
to oursclves by not being prepared to assist in carrying it for-
ward. To you, my fellow-students, will be assigned a fair
share of the great work of the Church in Canada during the

.- carlier decades of the country now at hand. See to it that it will
be done so as to tell in the far distant Chinas as well. Look-
ing back te Canada, I thank God for College companions, for
wise and able teachers, for formative and strengthening in-
fluences. Looking forward to China, I look for greater work
to be done there than any God has yet done by our Mission
in the past. Looking upward to Heaven, we sece Him, whose
we are and whom we serve, beckoning us onward to the
greatest work on earth to-day.

MURDOCH MacKENZIE.

Victoria, Oct. 11th, 1897.

TSRS
<
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Doetry.

A THANKSGIVING HYMN.

* Bless the Lord, all His works, in all places of His dominion ;
bless. the Lord, O my soul.”

Thanks to the Lord ! let us all come confessing
Gladly His goodness, sincerely His praise !
Thanks to thet Lord ! for the springs of His blessing
Wide He hath opened and flooded our days !
Thanks to the Lord, the Provider and Keeper,
Slumberless, sleepless, compassionate, near !
Thanks to the Lord for the spoil of the reaper !
Thanks to the Lord for the peacetof the year !
Thanks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord !

Thanks to the Lord, let the heart of emotion
Offer, impressed with His kindness and love !

Thanks to the Lord let the lips of devotion
Utter in prayer to be wafted above !

Thanks to the Lord, let the sacred hymn tender,—
Full-volumed chorus and heart-felt refrain !

Thanks to the Lord let the organ’s voice render
Through the high vaults of the consecrate fane !
Thanks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord !

Thanks to the Lord ! let His Spirit’s anointed
Call on His worshipping saints to adore !
Thanks to the Lord, in the season appointed
Let the whole Church Universal outpour !
Thanks to the Lord ! let earth’s uttermost regions
. Lift the glad tribute of races on high !
Thanks, let the choirs of the heavenly legions,
Angels, archangels, redeemed ones, reply !
Thanks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord !
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A THANKSGIVING HYMN.,

Thanks to the Lord ! let His wondrous creation,
Spaces of heaven and deeps of tlie sea,
Planet-girt stars of the loftiest stution,
Suns and world-systems of lessur degree,
Earth with each continent, island and river,,
Mountain and valley, lake, forest and field,
Join in extolling the bountiful Giver,
Thanks to their Maker and Governor vield !
Thanks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord !

Thanks to the Lord ! let the trump of the thunder,
Drum of the earthquake, and pipe of the blast,
Atmosphere over us, fire-floods under,
Snow, rain, and hail, that about us are cast,
Cataracts falling, and ocean waves swelling,
Lightning and clouds, the great anthem upraise.
Tell near and far of His goodness excelling,
Till the whole universe throbs with His praise !
Thanks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord !

W. M. MacKERACHER.

Maisonneuve, Nov., 1897.
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Tollege Opening.

THE APOLOGETIC OUTLOOK,

Watchman. what of the night ?  What of the signs of the
tines ?  How goes the battle between faith and unbelief ?
Are the followers of the despised and crucified Nazarene being
ignominiously driven from the field ? Will all traces of their
existence and manifold works and struggles be swept from the
face of the carth before the dawn of the twentieth century ?

So some people devoutly wish, and others, through ignor-
ance, constitutional timidity or tyrannous credulity, conclude
that this must sooner or later be the issue. The foundations
are out of course, and what can the righteous do ? The world
is growing worse and worse. Unbelief is in the ascendant.
Iniquity everywhere abounds, and no man is to be trusted.
Those who profess adherence to the Bible and to creeds and
confessions arc liars and- hypocrites. A moral and religious
cataclysm is at hand, in which ethics and theology and all
forms of priestcraft and ecclesiasticism will suddenly disap-
pear. So it is predicted.

But I venture to think that the exultant sceptic who confi-
dently delivers the prophecy and the timorous saint trembling
for the ark of God are both wrong.

We shall not speedily sce the end of Christianity any more
than the wreck and ruin of God Almighty’s government. The
indications arc strongly in the opposite direction. The uni-
versal triumph of Christianity and the final overthrow of the
encemies of God is what we are warranted to expect. All along
the line of conflict victory is on the Lord’s side. e has never
been defeated, and never can be. Men rashly imagine that
His long-suffering forbearance, the slow majestic movements
of His providence, means defeat. They forget that there is
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no need of haste with the Almighty in accomplishing His pur-
poses, because a thousand years with Him are as one day, and
one day as a thousand years. They ignore the wonders He
hath already wrought as the pledge and guarantee of what is to
come. “The Lord hath built Zion. He hath appeared in
His glory.” And not one of the strongholds of His truth
has heen shattered or impaired by the persistent and concen-
trated efforts of destructive criticism.

What article of the Christian faith has been shown to he
false? Not one. Human superstitions, misinterpretations
and perversions of the truth have been exposed as they de-
served to be ; and lovers of the Word should be thankful to
those who have set themselves to this work of purification,
which possibly is not yet fully accomplished. This is not
defeat, but reformation and victory. We claim that amid
all the din of modern controversy the fundamental articles of
faith upon which Christendom is agreed are undisturbed.
The evidence in support of what is really essential to Christian
life and doctrine has accumulated with overwhelming force
by the unparalleled discoveries and growth of knowledge dur-
ing this nineteenth century. To make this apparent. and
that we may understand the present apologetic outlook, I pro-
pose to glance along some of the lines on which theological
science has recently made advancement, and our embarrass-
mient here is the vastness of the ficld that ought to be surveyed.

1. There has been progress in the textual criticism of the
O1d and the New Testaments.

Some things in this great work are intricate and extremely
difficult, demanding the ripest scholarship and calmest judg-
ment on the part of those who handle them : but others are
simple and easy, and should be made known to all.  Tts
object is the restoration of the exact words of the original
biblical writers whose autographic manuscripts have all been
lost. This obviously fundamental task has been in hand with
distinguished scholars for many centuries ; and by great and
painstaking labors they have traced minutely the wonderful
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providential process by which the Word of God has come
into our possession, and we have to-day more ample means
than ever before since apostolic and early post-apostolic times
of making sure that in accepting the Bible we have not fol-
towed cunningly-devised fables. ¥ow is this?

In the case of the Hebrew Scriptures, we have numerous
manuscripts consisting of Synagogue Rolls, Lectionaries.
and manuscripts for private use, most of them dating from
the tenth century, and some of them recently discovered in
India and China. They all show a remarkable measure of
agreement, the variations among them being of very trifling
significance ; so that there are good reasons to conclude that
we have in our hands substantially the sacred text edited by
the two inspired prophets Ezra and Nehemiah, and “ the men
of the Great Synagogue.”

This text was used by the Jews down to the Christian era,
and from that date to the sixth or seventh century is known
to have been characterized by the ntmost fixity and unifor-
mity. Its purity was guarded by the Rabbis with most jealous
carc. And the means at our command for the critical study
of the Hebrew text cannot be regarded as meagre when it is
remembered that Doctors Kennicoit and De Rossi at Oxford
in 1780 collated about nine hundred manuscripts. Besides
these we have numerous translations into different languages,
such as the Peshitto or Syrian, and the Latin Vulgate, both
made direct from the Hebrew, the Septuagint, and the three
Greek versions of Aquila. Symmachus and Theodotion, and
many others of sccondary importance.

Our appliances for dealing with the Greek text of the New
Testament are still more abundant. We have over 100 MSS.
in Unical or capital letters, and 2,800 cursive manuscripts.
Several of the former, such as the Codex Vaticanus, Codex
Alerandrinus and Codex Sinaiticus date as carly as the fourth
and fifth century. The last named, the Sinaitic MS., was dis-
covered by Dr. Tischendorf in 1859, and is regarded by many
scholars as the most valuable of them all. It was not, of
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course, accessibie, neither was the Vatican MS,, to those who
made our authorized English version in 1611, but was made
use of along with many other sources of information in scttl-
ing the text of the Revisers in 1870-1884.

Add to all these many ancient and modern versions which
I have not referred to, and innumerable quotations and critical
comments by Greck and Latin Fathers, along with stores of
matter furnished by recent scientific explorations in the Orient,
and vou can form some adequate idea of the vast and varied
apparatus at the command of scholars for the purposes of
textual criticism.

You may aslk, What is the outcome of it all ? Has the
Church during this Victorian era furnished scholars of sufh-
cient learning and skill to handle all this material successfuly ?
Certainly.

Do I need to remind you of Tregelles, Tischendorf, Delit-
zch, First, Alford, Ellicott, Wescott, Hort, Scrivener, Gins-
burg and many others ?

It is, therefore, no vain boast to say that during the last
fifty vears we have made decided progress in climinating from
the original text errors arising from transcription and other
causes—thus establishing more firmly the very foundations of
our faith by making sure that we have in cevery case the words
at first delivered by holy * men who spake -from God being
moved by the Holy Ghost.”

2. The apologetic outlook is cheering owing to the accu-
mulation of cvidence confirmatory of the historical character
of the Old Testament in opposition to those who treat its nar-
ratives as distorted traditions and myths.

P ogress in this respect is mainly due to the scientific and
critical study of ancient records, and especially to discoverics
in Oriental countries during the present century. Egvpt has
been searched as never before.  Previously our knowledge
of this wonderful land, of its people, their customs and religious
beliefs was derived from Greek writers such as Diodorus Sicu-
lus and Herodotus, and from brief biblical statements. These
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were meagre and insufficient sources of information. Native
records were long locked up in absolute secrecy. IFrom the
sixteenth century to the end of eighteenth scholars in all parts
of Europe made many unsuccessful attempts to read Egvptian
inscriptions: but the key to them was not found until the dis-
Rosetta Stone™ by a French officer in 1790,
and the decipherment of its trilingual inscription in Greek,

@

covery of the

hieroglyphics and demotic, or the language of the common
people. In the course of military events the stone was sur-
rendered by the French to the English, and finally presented
to the British AMuscum. where it deservedly occupies a con-
spicuous place. The Greek inscription which is a translatiorn
of the hieroglyphics furnished the means of reading them.

The distinguished names that stand connected with this
most valuable discovery arc Silvester de Sacy, Akerbald the
Sweed. and Thos. Young, who published the results of his
labors in 1827.  But the honor of being the first to read hicro-
glyphics accurately belongs to Champolion. German aund
English scholars aiterwards tested and verified his method,
and.now hiceroglhvphic inscriptions are read as casily as if they
were written in English.

This great achievement stimulated the Governments of
Britain and FEurope to make excavations in scarch of the
buried ruins of Egyptian cities, and to collect antiguities ol
all sorts.  Wealthy private travellers also embarked in the
same cuterprise ;. aned the result of their combined cfforts is
that we understand the social and political life, and the reli-
gious heliefs of ancient Egvpt as never before.  We have also
abundant confirmatory evidence of the truth of Bible history.
We can only mention a few instances. Take, for example,
the history of Joscph and of the cruel and protracted oppres-
sion of the Isvaclites wnder the Pharaohs. The inseriptions
icll how Rameses II. boasted that all his great buildings were
crected by captives and not by native Egvptians.  Ilis Semitic
slaves buiit him store-citics, the rains of which have been dis-
covered. Ome of them, Pithom, which signifies ™ the abode
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of Tum,” the god of the setting sun, has been fully identified.
Its store-chambers are constructed of sun-dried bricks answer-
ing exactly to the Mosaic account of those made by the Isracl-
ites, some being Nile mud alone and others containing straw
stubble and reeds.

Menecphthah II., the Pharaoh of the Exodus, came to the
throne shortly before the return of Moses to Egvpt after his
sojourn in the land of Midian, and the account given by monu-
mental inscriptions of his tyranny, treachery, vacillation and
cowardice agrees thoroughly with his character as delineated
in Scripture. Many more similar instances might be cited ;
but the limits of this address oblige me to give only specimens.

The great library of Nineveh, founded by Sennacherib,
Esarhaddon and Assar-bani-Pal, was discovered by Sir Henry
Layard in 1845. Twenty-two thousand of its bricks and
terra cotta tablets inscribed in cunciform letters are now in the
British Museum. This form of writing is as old, at least, as
B.C. 3800, and continued in use down to B.C. 8o. The deci-
pherment of it by the labors of Lassen, Norris, Hincks, and
especially: Sir Henry Rawlinson, has thrown open to us the
treasures of this wonderful library and has shed a flood of iresh
light upon the history of Babylonia and Assvria, and estab-
lished the accuracy of Old Testament allusions to the sove-
reigns. the people, the political institutions. the wars and con-
quests. the social customs and religious belicls of these coun-
trics.

But Palestine, above all Oriental countries, is that upon
which Christian interest has been ahways concentrated. and vet
how ignorant of it were even cducated people at the beginning
of this century. \What a marked change in this respect has
been wrought within our own lifetime.  \We are no longer
dependent upon Joscphus and the romantic stories of the
Crusades for our information about the Holy Land. The
Palestine Exploration Fund, formed in 1863, set on foot a
movement, still in progress, by which excavations were started
at Jerusalem and prosccuted elsewhere with gratifying results
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in the face of formidable difficulties. The ethnology, geology,
and natural history of the country, south, east and north have
also been carefully studied, and a trigonometrical survey has
been made of Western Palestine, accurately localizing towns,
villages, etc.

A company of English scientists and engineers in 1868 un-
dertook the survey of theSinaitic Peninsula, the report of which
in five large folio volumes, containing a great mass of valu-
able matter and three thousand copies of inscriptions, was
published by authority of the British Treasury in 1872. Thus
stores of thoroughly authentic information are daily accumu-
lating and furnishing incontrovertible evidence of the truth
and historical accuracy of Scripture, theologians and scientists
of all classes being united in this good apologetic work.

But here it may be asked, What of the Higher Critics?
Have they not unsettied evervthing ?  Certainly not.  That
they have evinced considerable folly and done abundant mis-
chief and some good gocs without saying.

Tt is not nccessary, however, to denounce them indiscri-
minately as wicked unbelievers.  Some of them are pious men
of pure intentions and high attainments ; and some are singu-
jarly destitute of judicial calmness and the true scientific spirit.
But their very rashness and glaring blunders, historical and
cthical, have drawn competent scholars into the ficids they
traverse, and the results of their labors are clear gain to theo-
logy and religion. \We must not forget that the exposure of
reckless theories and assertions is ultimately helpful to Chris-
tian people who are not quaiified to investigate for themsclves
abstruse and complicated subjects. It makes them stronger
believers to find that God's truth always vrevails.  They learn
to possess their souls in patience, and not to be panic-striken
as if the world were turned upside down, or the Almighty were
being dethroned by the noisc of the newspapers and a little
wild controversy among coteries of learned men.  They sus-
pend judgment in regard to the conclusions of advanced
thinkers, and quietly wait the finalissue.  They remember how
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Moses, for example, was pooh-poohed by some of them as
neither able to read or write, because it was alleged that writ-
ing was unknown in the barbarous age to which he belonged.

Scientific savants, as yvou know, are accustomed to talk of
primeval man as a sort of savage instead of having been created
in the image of God ; and, consequently, his descendants rose
slowly cut of barbarism and late in their carcer invented writ-
ing, but not till long after the days of Moses. So it was
said, and it seemed fatal to the Mosaic anthorship of the Pen-
tateuch.

But, lo ! only a few years ago, a mass of writing in cunei-
form letters was disentombed from the mound of Mukeyyver
in Southern Babylonia on the western bank of the Euphrates,
dating back to the days of Abraham, or more than four hun-
dred years before Moses was born.

Thus, once more. stern facts, clearly impressed on these
bricks and tablets, come to the rescue, and all rational men
vield to them, hasty and sceptical theorizers are put to shame,
and our faith is strengthened in the inspiration of the writers
of the Bible, and we are warranted in regarding the Apolo-
getic Outlook. from this point of view. bright and cheering.

3. Weargue the same thing from the progress made in solv-
ing moral difficultics of the Old Testament,

We cannot here, of course, refer to all that has been doue ;
but it may be said generally that the progress made is largely
due to the adoption by theologians of the inductive method of
investigation.  The fundamental question with us now in
examining any subject is uot what are the decrees of Synods,
Councils. and other ccclesiastical courts, or what are the opin-
ions of Fathers and commentators—what do the creeds say ?
but what are the facts ?  Let us, first of all, have these fully
and accurately, and then we shall form our own generalizations.
In other words, we refuse to be any longer blindly ruled by
arbitrary authority, and insist upon going to original sources
for ourselves. It is necessary to say this because the impres-
sion is industriously given out by interested parties that we are
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ruled and fettered in our inquiries by the creeds and confes-
sions of the historic past. On the contrary, we are fully
abreast of the scientific spirit of thte age, which argurs so well
for the freedom and enlightenment of the world.

The difficulties we have now in view are of two classes,
generic and specific. ' We have to deal with sweeping univer-
sal assertions and with particular cases. It is alleged, for ex-
ample, that there are many things in the Old Testament—-
instanices of individual and national conduct—which outrage
the moral sense, and cannot therefore have been approved of
God.

In dealing with this allegation we keep to the inductive
method, and ask, What are the facts > Whose moral sense is
appealed to as the standard in the case of this complainé ? Is
it that of the Greeks or Romans or Anglo-Saxons, or of the
ancient Jews, among whom the transactions objected to oc-
curred 2 If it be that of the last named, then we must, in
order to a correct judgment, ascertain the degree of moral
enlightenment to which they had attained at the time referred
to. 1t may be that their consciences, allowed to pass unchal-
lenged what ours definitely condemn.  We may, with our
clearer light and advanced moral culture, pronounce abomin-
able what they approved ; but, to do them justice, we must
place ourselves in their position and amid their environment.
Not that right, or the standard of it which is the Divine nature,
is mutable, but that hwman apprehension of what is right has
varied infinitely among difierent races and through successive
ages. That the Bible incorporates a record of such variations
in its narratives is surely not, ipso facto, to its discredit. This
much is necessary to a truthful account of human conduct, and
is rather a commendation of God’s Book than a slur upon its
character and purity.

We must not forget that it professes to treat hoth of God
and man. It is a revelation of the nature and doings of both,
and none can deny that men still continue to hold opinions as
incorrect and innmoral, and to do things as bad, and even worse

is
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than those recorded in the Bible. Why should it not give an
accurate account of them ?

The vital question underlyving our inquiry, however, is, did
God— the God of the Old Testament, as some prefer to say—
although for myself I know only the one eternal and imnwu-
table God—did IHe sanction what was contrary to truec mor-
ality, or do the decisions and actions of the Jewish people at
certain stages of their development constitute the sum and sub-
stance of the difficulties we are dealing with ?

Certainly the latter.  We draw a sharp and clear line of
distinction between the judgment anad conduct of men and
what God approves ; and we confidently maintain that a dis-
criminating reading of the Bible enables us on this principle
to avoid the blasphemons folly of making Him responsible for
human wickedness.  \We may correctly enough speak of
human and divine clements in the Bible, and these should
sever be confounded.  God should be credited only with what
belongs to Him, and so with man.

1t may be asked here, however, Did not God, in primitive
times. tolerate what He afterwards disallowed > This is not
precisely the best form of putting the matter. It wouid be
more strictly in accordance with facts and less liable to be mis-
understood to say that God from time to time wisely adapted
His legislation and teaching, His enactments and lessons. to
the intellectual and moral condition of the people Ile was
training for Himseclf—a method typical of what should alway s
be done in the cducation of the world, and what, as matter of
actual practice, is being done by missionaries in our own day
in dealing with heathen populations.  Hence He gave that
people ITis truth not all at once, but as they were able to re-
ceive it, and to be profited by it—in “ diverse portions and at
sundry times,” stretching over many centuries. What was
suitable or allowable in one age and state of society, under one
dispensation—to use a somewhat hackneyed theological term
-—was not necessarily carried into the next.  The movement
was onward and upward toward perfection. Thus Judaism,
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as such, was in duc course laid aside, its whole outward cult
being characterized by a New Testament writer as an intoler-
able yoke. Jesus Himself, you recollect, speaks of Moses the
servant of God permitting or suffering certain things because
of the hardness of the hearts of the people ; and the Apostle
Paul declares that “ the times of ignerance God everlooked.”
(Acts 17 :30, RV.) And John, referring to the increased
volume of revelation and improved moral and spiritual percep-
tion of saints in his day, exultantly exclaims, “ the darkness is
passing away and the true light already shineth.” (1 Jno. 2:
8§, R.V)

Taking into account these statements, and what becomes
transparently obvious from a critical analysis of the several
books taken in chronological order from Genesis 011\var21, we
are bound to recognize the principle of gradual development
and progress in the dclivery of revelation until it reached its
highest forms in the person and ministry of ‘Christ and His
Apostles. Not that the earlier revelations were less true than
the later, but that they were followed by fuller disclosures of
the truth concerning God and man.

The recognition of this principle and of the low moral con-
ceptions and conduct of very many of the Israclitish people
in the distant past does not compromise the character of God
and His Word, while it greatly helps in the solution of diffi-
culties otherwise perplexing and anomalous.

And here you may expect me to deal with specific cases in
the light of the principles laid down, but the scope of this
address and the time at our disposal hardly admit of my doing
s0. The class-room is the proper place for such work. I
select, however, one or two specimens with which you are all
familar.

In the book of Exodus God is said to have hardened Phar-
aoh’s heart.

This is repecatedly stated in the Old and the New Testament,
and is felt by some to be utterly indefensible upon ethical
grounds. Now, the statement complained of is abstract or
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general, but what are the facts in detail ? What are the items
of what God actually did to Pharaoh? Is there anything
wrong in this category ? If so, what is it ?

To begin with, I presume it will be granted at once that this
AMenephthah II., the Pharaoh of the Exodus, was a first-class
tyrant, that he practised the most.cruei and murderous oppres-
sion, we know not how long ; that he was a free agent and
personally responsible for persisting in this voluntarily chosen
course of wickedness. The testimony of Scripture to this
effect, confirmed, as we have seen, by the inscriptions of the
monumeunts,-cannot be disputed.

After postponing mercifully the infliction of the righteous
penalty of such conduct, God at length interfered with this
monster of iniquity—but how ? By instantly inflicting the
death penaliy upon him ? By causing him to be tortured by
cruel enemies, and made to endure protracted agonies such as
he had forced upon multitudes of his slaves ? No, nothing of
the sort. On the contrary, God selected the meekest man in
the world and associated his eloguent brother with him, and
sent them as his missionarics to the court of the tyrant with
1o weapon in their hands but a shepherd’s rod, and charged
them to make this request and to plead it earnestly—" et my
people go.”

And when Pharaoh heard it he said—“ Who is the Lord
that I should obey His voice to let Israel go ?”  In other
words, he set the Almighty at defiance and thus “ his heart
was hardened.” (Exo. 8:9.) Who is the wrong - doer ?
Certainly not God but Pharaoh. He immediately increased
ihe oppression of his slaves, added to their burdens in the most
vexatious manner.  The taskmasters refused to give them
straw for their brick-making, and compelled them to go afield
to gather stubble. They laid the lash upon their backs, say-
ing, “ Fulfil your works, your daily.tasks, as when there was
straw.”  And Moses and Aaron continued to plead, God
directing them, again and again, to use more and more per-

suasive methods to move and to melt the heart of the oppres-
3
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sor. But the effect was the very opposite. Pharaol's heart
was hardened, not because the Lord’s.treatment of him was
wrong, unkind, or unwise, but because depraved human nature
becomes worse and worse by the voluntary and persistent
rejection of God’s comandments and His overtures of infinite
mercy and love. Pharaol’s case is not exceptional in this
respect, it is only a great and conspicuous example of what is
now going on and has all along taken place under the govern-
ment of God, whose absolute sovereignty, infinite justice and
unfailing tender mercies arc manifested in all His works.

The problem at bottom is not peculiar to Pharaoh’s case ;
it is the generic question, how to reconcile Divine sovereignty
and human freedom ? Both facts, that God is sovereign and
that man is free, are illustrated in the story of this monarch,
and we are bound to accept them, however perplexing to our
finite intelligence.

The utter extermination by the Israelites of the Amalekites
and other tribes of Canaan, along with their wives and little
ones, is by many pronounced unjust and cruel. Their only
explanation of the matter is that the descendants of Pharaoh’s
slaves were so brutalized and destitute of a sense of the sacred-
ness of human life and of individual rights that they delighted
in such work.

This view, however, docs not really touch the core of the
difficulty, which is, that God commanded his chosen people to
exterminate these tribes. How is this injunction to be justified?
By the method already indicated of taking all the facts
into account. We must keep in view the profound and inve-
terate depravity of the Canaanitish nations. The cup of their
iniquity was full. They were a moral plague upon the face of
the carth.

It is conceded by all sound moralists that such atrecious sins
and crimes as theirs should not go unpunished. It is there-
fore a righteous thing in God finally to bring down the long-
deferred stroke of justice upon them. Why should the fact
that men were to be the executioners create any difficulty any
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more than we by Divine authority inflict capital punishment
upon murderers.

Besides, there were mercy and goodness, elements of salva-
tion, mingled with this awful instance of retributive justice.

The chosen people, as the custodians of the knowledge of
the true God, which they were to disseminate through succeed-
ing ages, were to be saved from contamination and ruin by con-
tact with the horrible pollutions of these nations. They, and
all the world were to be taught the solemn lesson that the way
of trangressors is hard, that the wages of sin is death, and that
although hand join in hand, the impenitent ungodly shall not
go unpunished. It is impossible to eliminate punishment from
the Divine government of a sinful world, whether viewed from
the standpoint of revelation or physical science and natural
theology.

1f it be here objected that it was unrighteous to involve un-
offending infants and other creatures in the doom of the
wicked, then I refer you to the law of heredity so strongly
insisted upon by medical science, and so clearly incorporated
by God long ago in the second commandment, by which He
is visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children, upon
the third and fourth generation of them that hate Him ; and
showing mercy upon a thousand generations of that love Him
and keep His commandments.

I remind you, also, that God in our own day, through what
we call forces of nature, for example, earthquakes, volcanic
eruptions, pestilences, tempests, and such like, overwhelms
fathers, mothers and infants in the same common destruction.

The strain upon our faith in the love, the wisdom and justice
of God, in view of these undeniable facts, is independent of
what Moses tells us about the conquests of Joshua and the
extermination of the Canaanites. We gain nothing in this
connection by rejecting his record. And let it be distinctly
understood that it is no part of apologetic work to defendithe
cruclties of Biblical wars. We simply view,them in the light
of the conditions under which they were carried on, remember-
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ing that in many instances there were no organized govern-
ments with powers of taxation to provide menas to minimise
the horrors inseparable from warfare.

In maintaining the truth of the Bible, it is not necessary for
us to excuse or extenuate the sins of the saints. Let Noah
and Abraham, and Jacob, and Moses, and Samuel, an¢ David
and the rest bear tlie full responsibility of their bad conduct.
This is the way God deals with them and makes them beacons
of warning to us, and not models for our imitation. There is
only one, the Son of God and Son of Man, whose example is
held up to us in scripture as the perfect pattern we should fol-
low.  We heartily ,reprobate the deceit, the impurity, the
cruelty, the polygamy and iijustice of men in olden times.
These vices were always wrong and to be avoided, but men
did not, and do not now, always see them to be so. And
surcly it is no blemish in God’s Book that it puts on record
the fact that men have thought and acted in this manner, with
specimens of such conduct, and at the same time emphatically
condemns it by the lips of His messengers.

4. We are making satisfactory progress in adjusting the
relations between theology and other sciences.

I do not mean to say that all physicists have become pious,
although it is grossly unfair to characterize the bulk of them
and the best of them as irreligious. Nor do I say, on the
other hand, that all preachers and theologians study the veri-
fied results of physical science as they ought, or speak always
advisedly of the able and scholarly men who are searching for
truth in the great realms of nature. The dogmatism of both
parties, however, has become less intense and a better under-
standing prevails between them. Theologians have learned
to recognize the great benefits conferred by scientists in illus-
trating‘ the natural history of the Bible, and the arts, the com-
merce and agriculture of the Hebrews.

Generally speaking, the reconciliation ‘between theology and
science is being effected by determining precisely the legiti-
mate province of each. Salvation from sin, the building of a
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pure and noble character, the living of a life of practical faith
and holiness upon earth, and the attainment of cternal glory
in the world to come—all this through the life, the obedience,
the atoning sacrifice and intercession of Jesus Christ, and the
effectual working of His truth and Spirit—these are the great
themes of theology, and it is now coming to be well under-
stood that the other sciences cannot vitally touch them. The
Chemist in his laboratory, the astronomer with his telescope,
the geologist among his rocks and fossils, the doctor with his
scalpel and microscope,and materia medica, may all work with
the utmost harmony and freedom without meddling with these
fundamental themes. And vice versa. There is no occasion
for theologians obtruding upon the legitimate domain of the
physicist, and the disposition to do so and to settle by dog-
matic authority grave problems that belong to him is pretty
much a thing of the past. This is satisfactory and as it should
be, because there ‘is no necessary hostility between physical
science and theology. There has often been ncedless alarm
over the tentative theories of naturalists.  This was the case,
for example, with evolution as taught by Darwin and others.
Time and the labors of naturalists themselves have sufficiently
shown what of truth and error were combined in the theory.
It has failed to account for the origin of the universe and of
man with the two factors in his constitution, the physical and
the spiritual. It cannot explain away the great miracle of
creation.  The existence of matter is taken for granted in
order to give evolution a starting-point, and from matter it
has been found impossible to derive mind or spirit. The pro-
perties of the two are essentially different, and none of those
that belong to mind have been found in matter. Materialism
scientifically tested is an utter failure. Still more. Evolution
runs counter to the fundamental miracle of Christianity, the
Tncarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to what has occurred
ten thousand times, viz., the sudden elevation by the power of
the Gospel of degraded idolators and cannibals to the rank of
and purity and dignity of truc manhood.
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As to the principle of gradual development in God’s method
of working and revealing Himself, theologians were familar
with it hundreds of years before Darwin anad Herbert Spencer
were born.  From the days of Augustine they have traced
through all the pages of revelation the steady unfolding from
the one primordial germ, the Edenic promise of the seed of the
woman bruising the head of the serpent, God’s great redemnn-
tive work by the agency of Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit.

They have at the same time successfully contended against
the futile attempts of some physicists to eliminate all super-
natural elements from the Bible and to explain everything by
natural laws. It is now conceded by all fair-minded thinkers
that miracles are the natural scquence of Deism and the
rational accompaniment of Christianity. Considering its su-
preme importance, its beneficient and glorious design touch-
ing, as it does, the highest interests and destiny of our race,
they arc its appropriate attestation. They meet the cry of the
human heart, “ Show us the Father and it sufficeth us "—let
us sce Omnipotence, the living personal God at work that we
may believe. Accordingly, Jesus said to the sceptics of His
dav. “ If ve believe not Me, believe the works,” and hence He
not only spoke of the resurrection of the dead, but also
“Drought life and immortality to light” by the actual resur-
rection: before their eyes of Jairus’ daughter, the widow’s son
and Lazarus, and, especially, “ by showing Himsclf alive after
His passion by many infallible proofs, appearing unto them by
the space of forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining
to the Kingdom of God.”

Probably the aversion of physicists to miracles has been in-
tensified by gross abuses in conuection with them in the middie
ages, and still continued in certain quarters.  Lecky’s “ Ilis-
tory of Rationalism in Europe” gives abundant evidence of
how on this account the Bible and theology were brought into
disrepute and contempt. Exegetes, too, have been to blame
for lack of straightforwardness and grammatical precision in
handling difficultics. \Vhat they have found perplexing and
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beyond their skill has been too readily passed over or pro-
nounced metaphorical.

Witlicut further enlargement, my conclusion is that in spite
of faults on both sides, with theologians and scientists, there is
a growing and cheering improvement in the relations between
them.

5. We are making progress in determining the true func-
tions of creeds and formularics, and thus lessening opposition
to Christian truth in certain quarters.

The testimony of history conclusively shows that progress
has unifomly bezn along the line of definitely formulating all
the truth of which we gain the mastery. It is nonsense to say
that any fact or truth in the universe stands alone. Isolation
in this sense is impossible. Every truth is related to all other
truths, and the perception and precise definition of these rela-
tions is cssential to real advancement in any department of
human investigation and belief.

To yicld to the ignorant cry for no creed is to yield to un-
belief, and to abandon scientific or systematic thinkiag, and
what is worse, to give up the statutory enactments and cthical
principles of civilized nations.  These enactments are of the
nature of creeds or confessions evolved from national experi-
ence and cnforced by common consent. It is too much to
say of them, as the work of man, that they admit of no im-
provement. We may say this of the Decalogue, which is from
God, and is the foundation of the best of them, but for the rest
they are susceptible of revision ; and as a matter of fact, enor-
mous progress has been made during this century in removing
crudities and barbarities from the criminal code of Britain and
other civilized countries. But there is no movement, except
among anarchists, in,favour of abandoning the code altogether.
Neither are creeds expressive of religious truth doomed to be
cast aside as useless. They exert a most powerful moulding
influence for good upon ihe character and conduct of millions
of our race. As a man thinketh in his heart so is he. As he
sincerely believes so he acts.  Tf his creed, honestly held, is

TSV

iy g

AT

fave



40 THE PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE JOURNAL

pure, strong and comprehensive, his character corresponds ;
and if it is corrupt, feeble, immoral, it is also the index of what
is really in his heart and life whatever fair exterior he may
put on.

I know that creeds have been abused. So has every good
thing within the reach of men. They have been dishonestly
subscribed. They have been substituted for holy living by de-
ceitful profligates. They have been used to quench the spirit
of freedom and true catholicity, to cultivate sectarianism, and
as instruments of persecution. They have heen given by some
the place and functions of Jesus Christ, and regarded as their
Saviour.

This is all wrong and utterly deplorable ; but it comes of
human frailty, and is not sufficient reason for throwing away
all accurately defined articles of faith. What it suggests is
the need of better spiritual education in the case of the parties
concerned, and the most careful revision of such articles that
they may be brought into fullest conformity to the mind of
God. This is what is silently working in the minds of many
good people in the various denominations, while they are
drawing nearer their Divine Head, and therefore nearer to one
another. They arc growing in practical catholicity. What I
said in the Council of the Reformed Churches at Philadelphia
in 1880 is being more and more realized, * that the strongest
part of every man’s creed is that which he liolds along with
all Christendom, and the weakest part that which he holds
alone.”

And in spite of the efforts of novelists, sccularists, and
dreaming philosophers to propagate a sort of disguised So-
cinianism, the grand rally is now around the Christ of God as
the Divine Saviour of men.  The records of His life and les-
sons arce being studied as never before.  He is the sum and
substance of our creed. He is our Philosopher, our Theolo-
gian, our all in all. We accept without hesitation His views
of the inspiration of the Word, and of the profoundest mys-
terics of theology. We regard His doctrine, rightly under-
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stood and applied, as furnishing the final solution of the per-
plexing problems of present-day Sociology, and of national
government and international relations.

I do not say that all men are ready to adopt this view, or
that unbelief is well nigh banished from the world. No, no.
There are more believers and more unbelievers than ever
before ; and yet I.end as I began, with the expression of my
firm conviction that the apologetic outlook is cheering—‘ The
foundation of God standeth sure.” And one,of the most in-
spiring indications is the fact that we are testing, as never
before, the reality of Christ’s mission and the truth of the Gos-
pel by the experimental method, and when thus tested among
the most obdurate and degraded heathen populations at home
and abroad, it is found to be “the power of God and the
wisdom of God unto salvation te every one that believeth.”
Our home and foreizn missions are our best apologetic, and
who does not see that the outlook 1n this respect is brighten-
ing—" The day breaketh.” The crowning glory oi the Vic-
torian era, with all its mighty advances i commerce, in wealth,
in education, in scientific discoveries is its missions and Bible
circulation. Tidings come to us from all parts of the world
of the signal triumph of the Gospel.

Let us push forward the victories of the Cross, until every
sceplic’s mouth is stopped, till the hands of fainting believers
grow strong and their hearts are imoved to pour out their in-
tellectual, spiritual and financial treasures at the feet of the

AMaster.
Till o’er our ransomed nature,

The Lamb for sinners slain,
Redeemer, King, Creator,
In bliss returns to reign.
—Amen.
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE INSTITUTE,
By the PRESIDENT.

Our Graduates’ first Re-Union and Institute has been a
success. The doubts and fears of its promoters when their
plans were laid, were dispelled by the numbers in attendance
and the excellence of the conferences. It has given an intel-
lectual and spiritual stimulus to us all.

There were in all thirty - seven Graduates in attendance.
From Prince Edward Island in the East, and from London in
the West, they gathered back to their Alma Mater.

During their stay here, many of them were guests with
friends in the city, but they all took dinner and tea together in
the College, and the social element thus introduced was one of
the most pleasing features of the gathering. On one occasion
the; professors dined with us, and the feast of fat things then
provided by our host was followed by * a feast of reason and
flow of soul ” that was greatly enjoyed by all.

The programme in which the Graduates took part was
excellent in every way. There was scarcely a weak effort
among all the papers read. They did not present old opinions
or thories ; they presented the latest thought in the newest
light. And the most recent conclusions on each subject were
not only stated, but were weighed and criticized, and their
relation to our doctrine and polity defined. Each paper was
the product of long study and careful research, and the fact
that our professors and graduates were willing to give so
much of their valuable time to prepare such strong, original
addresses is the surest guarantee of the success of our yearly
Re-Unions.

This feature was prominent in the doctrinal and critical
papers read.  Prof. Ross’s address on * The Work of the Holy
Spirit” was a masterly review of all the recent discussions on
this subject. The sacerdotal, mystical, perfectionist, and
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higher life views were explained and examined, and the teach-
ings of Scripture and of the experience of the Church were
clearly stated. At a time when so many vague and crratic
ideas are entertained about this fundamental doctrine, it was
refreshing to hear this statement of the position of the different
schools of thought and this convincing presentation of the
Scriptural grounds on which our belief is founded. The majo-
rity of our pastors arc too busy to follow the details of the
conflict now raging around the hooks of the Old Testament.
To them Dr. Scrimger’s paper on ** Recent Discussions in
O1d Testament Criticism ™ was a veritable boon, for it shewed
the standing of the diffcrent parties, and the results they have
reached along.the most important lines.  We cannot ali be
specialists, but we are all interested in the conclusions that
specialists reach, and these were stated at that mecting so
clearly that all could understand, and so concisely that all
could remember. The Principal’s opening lecture on ™ The
Apologetic Outlook,™ containad in this number, was a revicw
of the whole ficld of apologetic thought, describing the present
relations betw .n Christian truth and the various branches of
science, philosophy and criticism, as well as of positive unbe-
lief, and marking the progress made by the truth along all
these lines. The prospect is certainly encouraging, and the
ground is now open for a forward movement in the preaching
of the Gospel. “ The Parousia ™
problems in all exegesis. The passages bearing on it are

is one of ;the most difficult

highly figurative in language, and varied in character, so that
it is only by comparing Scripture with Scripture, and penctrat-
ingito the literal meaning through figurative descriptions, that
a consistent view of the matter can be obtained. In the dis-
cussion of this subject by the Rev. D. J. Fraser, the writer
analyzed the principles of exegesis employved by our Lord and
His Apostles in tneir interpretation of prophecy, and applied
them to the teachings of the New Testament on the second
coming. Tle adhered to the post-millenial view.

No less ably was the practical side of our couference main-
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tained. Popularly, a “ practical address ¥ means one from
which broad views and profound thought are excluded, and in
which present-day problems are viewed in the light of merely
local interests. Qur.lcaders, however, held different opinions
as to what is truly practical. In the paper on “ The Minister
and his reading,” by the Rev. D. Currie, there was a careful
consideration of the methods and subjects of our reading, of
the supreme importance of this siae of our work, and of the
results that should flow from it. That great question : “ The
Church and the Young,” was discussed in its different phases
by the Rev. Robert Johnston, its difficultics were presented
in all their'perplexing greatness, and the various ways of over-
coming them were expounded with all the eloquence for which
the leader is celebrated. In the Rev.;Prof. Campbell's paper
on “ The Place of Evangelists in the Church,” the defects and
dangers of ordinary evangelizing methods were pointed out,
and the need of jpastors taking more of this work into their
own hands was emphasized. “The Preparatory Counrse™ was a
local theme, arousing a strong local interest, but vet the Rev.
R. Eadie considered it in view of the needs and feelings of the
whole Church, and made some recommendations, which, if
adopted, would materially increase the efficiency of our minis-
try. “The Course of Study in Theological Colleges™ was
treated by the Rev. Dr. Bayne in a manner befitting its great
importance. The success of our College and the power of the
ministers it produces, depend on the thoroughness and spiri-
tuality of such training. The aims of this téaching and the
best wavs of reaching them, the lines;of study to be followad,
and the momentous issues involved, were presented in this
paper, and the discussion which followed. This conference
will, we hope, result inithe strengthening of our .theological
course, without adding to the burdens of our overwrought
professors, and in inspiring our graduates to persist in the lines
of study which they began in College.

The paper on * The French' Problem ™ was about the best
we have ever heard on that subject. As one cminent hearer




PODEY WS- . - ]

IMPRESSIONS OF 1'HIE INSTITUT. 435

put it : ** It was not only wonderfully able, but also wondzr-
fully wise.” The opposition encountered, the methods and
means employed, the success gained, and the prospects before
that great work, were described, and the pleas for more inter-
est and ,energy in it were powerfully urged. We hope the
paper will be read in every home in.our Church. * Forecign
Missions ™ 1is a living issue to-day, and while our Committee
is retrenching, when every natural and spiritual motive presses
us to advance, any 'light on the subject is cagerly welcomed.
Its claims were presented by the Rev. Norman Russcll, of Cen-
tral India, who stands in the forefront of the battle, who not
only has been successful as a missionary, but is now devoting
his year of furlough to awakening our waning interest and
covering our retreat. Ie pictured the great need, the won-
derful progress already made, and the call for rapid extension:
and, through the ministers present, his appeal for deeper

interest and stronger support should reach every section of our.

Church. )

““The Relation of the Church to Social Problems,” led by
the Rev. Dr. Barclay, was a fitting climax to the discussions
of the Institute. The language of the paper was a remarkable
combination of incisiveness and force and beauty. The acute
stage of the labor question, and the causes and remedies sug-
gested by, scientists, politicians and socialists, were all des-
cribed and disposed of. Then the Christian remedy. was set
forth'as removing these injustices through the regeneration
of the individual.

An excellent feature of the Institute was the frankness of the
discussions following these papers.  Students, Graduates, and
Professors all took part, and freely expressed their opinions.
The merit of the discussions, however, was not always what
might have been expected. It occasionally happened that
many of the members were unprepared to speak, and that the
best men kept their seats while tite discussion was allowed to
drag. Or elsc the speakers ran off on a side issue, and left
the central thought of the address untouched. Now, the con-
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sideration of each paper by the members should be as interest-
ing and thoughtful as the paper itself, and it can be made so
if each graduate will think out the subject for himself, and be
ready to state his views in a condensed and forcible manner.
At the same time, we do not insinuate that the discussions
were failures. On the contrary, they were the best we have
ever heard. The most of these papers will be published in the
“ Journal,” and thus the absent graduates can judge of their
literary and intellectual merit. But the power of their delivery
by men to whom they were burning thoughts, the warmth and
fulness of most of the discussions, and the inspiration and
strength gained from uniting with so many ecarnest and able
men in grappling with these great questions, cannot thus be
conveyed, and can be known only by those who were present.
The relations between the professors, alumni and students,
were most gratifying. It was delightiul for the graduates to
- re-visit familiar scenes, and!to renew old friendships or to form
new ones with the students of earlier or later days than their
own. More than one student expressed his pleasure in the
acquaintances he made among the alumni. The attitude of the
Professors was about the most pleasing part of the Institute.
Their warm welcome, their interest in the graduates, their
magnificent papers and helpful speeches, their manly stand on
questions in which they were interested themselves, com-
manded the admiration of everyone present. If college loyalty
be sustained by love for and confldence in the lcading men of
our Institution, we are convinced that the future will see a still
stronger and more united support given to uor Alma‘Mater.
And thus one of the chief ends of our Re-Union will be
realized, and our College’s prosperity will become still more
prosperous.
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The following is a complete list of the Graduates who attended the Institute
with present address and year of graduation :—

D. D. McLennan... .. ... ....Apple Hill, Ont....... eeiissiiees 1872
Thos. Bennett....oooveiiiits, Montreal, Que. ... ouen il ceene.. 1876
J. RoMacLeod.......... .......Three Rivers, Que.... ...oooo. ... 1878
C. E. Amaron, M.A., B.D.... ... Montreal, Que. ...oiiiiiiiii L S
S.J. Taylor, B.A.... ...... ooo.Momtreal, Que. L. L.l il z 1979
G. D. Bayne, B.A., Ph.D. ......Pembroke, Ont ....covvveeinnna... 1881
J-P. Brunean..oo.ieiin il Quebec, Quea . ovain ciiiiiael ... 1882
D. Currie, M. A, B.D....... el lerth, Ont oo ool iiii il 1884
J. L. Morin, MLA...o o0 . Ll Montreal, Que .. ... oLl 188<
J. W. McKenzie, B.A.... ...... East St. Peters, P.E.IL....... e } >
Murray Watson, B.A ... ... .St Lambert, Que... ..ol 1886
S. Rondeau, B.A........ ......Montreal, Que ........... ... .... 1887
J. A. McFarlane, B.A... ... .. Ottawa, ONleveeiienre vacaeannnnns 1888
John MacDougall, B.A.......... Holton, Que... .......... ceee I

Joha S. Mclraith. ....... ... .. Balderson, Ont.... .. ...... RN 1889
Robt. Johnston, B.A., B.D....... London, Ont.vvvever cieeeainnn. g

S. F. MacCusker, B.A.. ........St Louisde Gonzaque, Que.... ... s
D. M. Jamieson.... ... ... ...Matanateban, Ont.......... P It 1590
Guillanme Charles, B.A., B.Sc.. .Taventum, Pa., U.S........ ..., . 1891
D. MacVicar, B.A.............. Montreal, Que...vovviiiiiaaiine. § 1892
J. W.oMacLeodooos ovevean.l, Howick, Ont ... ...a... eees
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College Mote=1800R.

STUDENT LIFE.

Lest it should be thought that the Local Editor is entering
upon his second term of office from sheer love of work, we
would remind the readers of this section of the *“ Journal ” that
we only consented to remain in office when it was pointed
out to us that several Presidents of the great American Re-
public had deemed it a duty and an honour to remain in office
a second term. Certainly, it is a long call from the Presidency
of the United States to the Local Editorship of a Theological
College Journal, but the jprinciple underlying the matter is,
gentle reader, as you will perceive, precisely the same. At
any rate, the{efficient discharge of our duty is as dependent
upon the good-will and co-operation of those who put us in
this position as is the efficiency of any officer of state depen-
dent upon the fealty of those who give him authority to
govern. Let all and sundry whose little weaknesses and
foibles are exposed herein to thelight'of day, and who, in their
wrath, may meditate the chastisement of the Local Editor,
beware !

Professors, graduates, city ministers and laymen have been
giving their opinions regarding the first Re-Union-and Insti-
tute in the history of the College. The students themselves
who were able to attend the meetings pronounce it to be a
good thing, and hope that in future matters will be so arranged
that all students will'be able to attend all the sessions. It was
a rare treat to come in contact with so many of our alumni,
It;was worth while missing a few iectures in Arts in order to
listen to the stately English of Bayne of Pembroke, the merci-
Iess logic of Currie of Perth, the pregnant phrases of McDou-
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gall, the persuasive eloquence of Robert Johnston, and the
accomplished reasoning of D. J. Fraser.

Our gratitude is due the ladies and gentlemen who, during
the summer, not only met the expenses of, but also personally
superintended the thorough renovation of that part of the Col-
lege which we call the old building. It js interesting, from a
psychological point of view, to note the marked improvement
in the deportment of the North Flat aborigines as a conse-
quence of the introduction of ameliorating infliiences into their
surroundings. Nevertheless, some would write “Ichabod ”
over the portals of the old haunts.

The election of officers in the Dining Hall for the current
session resulted as follows :—President, Henry Young, B.A. ;
Vice-President, R. J. Douglas, B.A.; Secretary-Treasurer,
Donald Stewart ; Precentor, S. Dawson Jamieson ; Assistant
Precentor, H. Gibson Crozier.

On a geological excursion—
1st student.—* What have you in that satchel, old man ?”
2nd student—* My lunch.”

3rd student.—“ That’s so ; you ask him for bread and he’
give you a stone.”

A minister who is highly esteemed in the Presbyvtery of
QCuebec wanted a student to take his work during a month’s
vacation. The student was not forthcoming. but a layman
informed the minister that a certain probationer would take
the work, and that he was “ nearly as good as a student.”

The ushers of St. James Methodist Church had a brisk time
at one of the recent Moody meetings. It was a third year
Theolog caused the trouble. This modest gentleman under-
took to secure front seats for two of his lady friends (and for
himself) before pewholders were seated. But he went to work
the wrong way. A certain third year literary man could give

the theolog a pointer in these matters.
1
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The new Reading Room Committee was elected recently :—
J. M. Wallace, B.A. (Convener), W. T. B. Crombie, B.A,,
Hugh Ferguson, H. H. Turner, C. Hardy, A. Rondeau, A.
B. McLeod.

Two of our men took part in the McGill-Yale-Princeton
concert. Mr. A. G. Cameron was second tenor in an excei-
lent quartette, and Mr. H. J. Dubois sang with the McGill
Glee Club.

* Cleanliness is next to Godliness.” We commend our
Wild West Missionaries for their solicitude in the matter of
frequent ablution, but surely Fraser River mud is not so adhe-
sive as to necessitate a three hours’ soaking before an appre-
ciable effort is produced.

Donald Stewart is laid up at the Victoria Hospital. We are
glad to learn he is likely to be back with us soon—the sooner,
the better.

The reception to the freshmen on Tuesday evening, the
19th ult., was a very enjoyable affair. Henry Young’s address
of welcome was first-rate, except that at one time it ncarly
degenerated into a sermon (“that last infirmity of noble
minds V), and wound up with an execrable pun.  Mr. Bea-
ton’s reply was well received. Mr. Henry Turner, in
welcoming the Arts men, excelled himself  Mr. Yule,
returning thanks, gaveius a specimen of Scottish humor.  Mr.
Menangon welcomed the new Irench students, and Mr. Cru-
chon waxed cloquent in responding. Mr. Swinton, speaking
for the literary men, was obligingly brief. The Glee Club gave
us a couple of original classical selections, and Keith’s read-
ing—avell, was a reading by Keith. The proceedings closed
with the singing of the National Anthem.

The following ,query has been sent us; perhaps someonc
in second year theology will oblige by answering it—“ What
is the relation, if any, between the Apocalypse and Deutero-
nomy ?”

Ml T e oy - .
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All the men who were in second year theology last year
have returned with the exception of Mr. M. J. Leith. The
graduating class, counting recent.arrivals, numbers sixteen,

Messrs. S. L. Fraser, Hugh Ferguson and Peter Mathieson
have returned after being away a whole session. Mr. Iraser
did good work in the mission field in British Columbia, and
Mr. Ferguson worked for some time under the Students’ Mis-
sionary Society.

SAGE SAYINGS.

W. P. T—" Get out of my room.”

G. Y.—“ Don’t talk to me about zoology.”

S. L. F.—“When I was in British Columbia, etc., etc.”

W.D. T—"Say, boys, this Hebrew is a fright.”

McGill Lecturer (about to call the roll).—“ Let me know,
gentlemen, if you are absent.”

J. G. STEPHENS.

REPORTER’S FOLIO,

The opening meeting of the Philosophical and Literary
Society was held on Iriday evening, the 1s5th, with a good
attendance. The President, N. D. Keith, B.A.; occupied the
chair.

The new students were voted into the membership of the
Society. As Mr. Abram has been appointed teacher at Pointe
aux Trembles School for this session, and owing to the absence
of Mr. Lee, new elections tq their offices in the Society and on
the “ Journal ” staff took qlace. Mr. S. L. Fraser was en-
trusted with the financial-work, and Mr. Yule will help to
guide the affairs with characteristic canniness. Mr. J. Rey
was elected as French Editor, and Mr. G. W. Thom as Report-
ing Editor.

Then Mr. J. C. Robertson gave his reportion the financial
state of the “ Journal,” which was encouraging, and was re-
ccivedwith applause.

The question was then brought up of the relation which the
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“ Journal ” sustains to the Scciety, and ofimeans of bringing
them into closer connection with one another. This matter
was referred to theyExecutive Committee for decision.

A letter was read {from our popular bookseller, W. B. Baikie,
offering $5 in books tosthe Society, and his offer was accepted
with thanks. This donation of Mr. Baikie’s should encourags
more of our members to take part in the competitions of our
Society.

The President introduced the following programme, which
was a most interesting one, and appointed Mr. Hector McK..s
as critic for the evening :

Messrs. S. Young and S. Fraser gave a violin duet, which
was greatly appreciated, as was shown by the hearty encores.
Then the Rev. Mr. McCuaig gave us one of, his characteristic
readings, which violently disturbed the reverie,into which the
strains of the music had just lulied us. Following, came the
discussions : Resolved, that residence in College is an essen-
tial clement in a complete college training. This is a subject
of last year, which shows that it’s difficult to say whether or
not-a student ought to subject himself to the “ discipline” of
his seniors. The affirmative was upheld by Mr. S. Young,
who was supported by Mr. Menangon. They held that the
social side of a student’s character was developed by residence
in College, in a way it would not be under different circum-
stances. They were, however, vigorously opposed by Messrs.
S. McLean and Fraser. Next came the question of the usc
of manuscript in the pulpit : was it conducive to the best
results of pulpit preaching ? The discussion was opencd by
Mr. Menangon, upheld by Mr. A. McLean. Although their
arguments were powerful, there came more powerful ones
from Mr. Robertson and Rev. Mr. McCuaig. The latter being
aman of wide experience on both sides of the matter, almost
convinced us that he was right.

Then followed the critique by Mr. McKay, which was a
very able one indeed.

The mecting then closed with the Doxology.
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The Missionary Society held its first regular mecting on
Friday evening, Oct. 22nd, Mr. R. J. Douglas in the chair.
After singing and prayer, the order of business was entered
upon.

A note of thanks to Rev. Principal MacVicar and the stu-
dents from the Matron of the Hospital on McGill College
Avenue, was read, expressing her gratefulness to the students
for supplies at service during the past winter, and also the hope
that we would continue them during the coming session. This
matter was left to the Executive for consideration.

The Auditors’ report was then r~ceived. Mr. J. C. Robert-
son said that Mr. Wallace and himself had examined the Trea-
surer’s books, and found them correct, and commented upon
the satisfactory maunner in which the Treasurer’s work was
done.

It was agreed that the reports from the several fields should
be kept over until a future meeting for the receiving of these
reports. Then the election of officers for the year took place
as follows :— .

President, R. J. Douglas, B.A.; 1st Vice-President, C.
Lapointe ; 2nd Vice-President, J. C. Robertson, B.A. ; Rec.
Secretary, D. J. Scott ; Cor. Secretary, J. T. Serimger, B.A. ;
Treasurer, D. M. McLeod, B.A.

Executive Committee—S. McLean, B.A., N. D. Keith, B.A,,
J. E. Menangon, H. Young, B.A., W. D. Turner.

News Committee—W. T. B. Crombie, B.A., E. Cuydy, S.
Mcl.ean, B.A,, G. Yule, S. Fraser, and W. Byron.

The meeting closed with the 6th Doxology.

GEO. W. THOAL
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OUR GRADUATES.

Qur Graduates will kindly pardon us if our references, in
this first number of the “ Journal,” are chiefly to those who
have recently left our Halls. We hope to reach many others
during the session.

Mr. J. A. McGerrigle, B.A., who filled the position oi Cor-
responding Editor forthe “ Journal,” last session, is at present
enjoying an extended visit with friends in New York, New
Jersey and Philadelphia.

Three Calls were extended to Mr. A. A. Graham, M.A,, B.D,,
during the summer. In accepting the one from Petrolia,
arrangements were made, and carried out, for his ordination
and induction on Sept. 7th. A reception was given in the
cvening, and a cordial welcome was extended to the new Pas-
tor. Mr. Graham cnters upon work in that congregation with
prospects which are exceedingly bright.

The congregation of St. Elmo, in the Presbytery of Glen-
garry, called Mr. H. D. Leitch to be their Pastor. Soon after
his settlement, Mr. Leitch went west and returned with a
choice helpmeet. The work is prospering in St. Elmo.

Lanark and Renfrew Presbytery has another of our Gradu-
ates. The interesting congregation of White Lake and Burns-
town called Mr. D. J. Graham. Out of three Calls before
him, Mr. Graham accepted this one, and has entered upon his
Iators there very hopefuily.

Before the close of last scssion, the people of Burke congre-
gation, N.Y, intimated their desire to have Mr. P. A. Walker
as their Pastor. Consequently he went direct to them after
finishing his course.

One of the very interesting events in the lifetime of Rev. D.
D. Millar, of Taylorvillc, occurred during the summer months
when he was marricd to Miss Dewar, of Dominionville. They
arc happy, comfortable, and doing good work in the Taylor-
ville congregation.
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From the “London News ” of Oct. 12th, 1897, we clip the
following regarding Rev. Geoge Gilmore, a Graduate of 96 ;
“The Call to the Pottersburg Presbyterian Church was mode-
rated last night, the choice falling on Rev. George Gilmore.
who has labored at Pottersburg when the Church was a very
modest mission, and who has brought it tc its present impor-
tant position.  The stipend will be $1,000 and four weeks’
holidays. The Call was signed by all the members and adher-
ents present. Messrs. Cairncross and Angus were appointed
tojpress the Call at the Presbytery, a special meeting of which
will e held on the 24th.”

The success of the ““ Re-Union and Institute,” held by the
Graduates, is adinitted on all hands to be due very largely to
the untiring efforts and perseverance of Rev. G. C. Pidgeon,
B.D. Ar. Pidgeon is evidently a man who thoroughly be-
lieves : “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might” His genuine worth is scen in whatever he undertakes.
For two years he has been doing work in Kensington, a
suburb of the City, in addition to his other charge. We are
pleased to sec that the families belonging to other denomina-
tions have joined heart and hand with him, and bave erccted
a neat and comfortable church.
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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

Summer hooks are like summer girls. They and their charms
are forgotten when one gets back to the serious business of
life. The Talker has had his suinmer girl days on land and
water in the years that are past, and now contentedly watches
the second generation repeating the story ; but he does not
only watch, nor does he, like the summer young man, forget.
He has memories that will last all winter through, and till in
God’s good providence we meet again, of little maids of
twelve and five, and less and more, in whose delightful com-
pany he has straved after blueberries, and harvested August
apples, and played tip-cat, and told riddles, and sailed petunia
boats with many-coloured floral ensigns. And, out of the
summer books he has read at lonclier times, some things that
are purc and good, and bright, and entertaining, like them
have come into his memory to ledge for a while, long enough
at least to enable him to share some of them with the readers
of the “ Journal.” Some of the books read have left but a
name behind, others a dim shadow too filmy for reproduction,
and, as for the volumes themselves, they are in the hands of
those who I trust may be made happy for a time by them,
ionely scttlers and lake captains of the north, whom in the
long winter evenings they will bring nearer to the great out-
side world. Since good money was paid for thesc books, the
Talker is under no obligation to thank publisher or bookseller
for them, nor does their price, any more than their size or
number of pages, call for comment.

Among the volumes that were and are not was onc I wished
to read hecause many people talked about it and because it was
considered Hall Caine’s most thoughtful and finished novel.
It is called ¥ The Christian.” The two leading characters in
the book are the beautiful and sprightly Glory Quayle, the
grand-daughter of a simple-hearted old clergyman of the lsle
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of Man, with a taste for antiquarian research, and John Storm,
the son of a Manx:mobleman and nephew of a prime minis-
ter, whose aim is to speak the truth and care for God’s poor
as a follower of Jesus Christ. Separately they gravitate to
London to take up their diverse tasks, in opposition to the
wishes of their friends. The light-hearted, sweet-voiced and
clever Glory fails as hospital nurse, and, under the patronage
of somewhat doubtful friends of wealth and rank, becomes a
music-hall singer, a drawing-room entertainer, and finally a
noted actress.  John Storm fails as a charity chaplain in 2
fashionable parish, the rector and most of the leading people of
which are destitute of the first principles of Christianity. Then
he betakes himself to a High Church brotherhood as rigor-
ous as that of the Trappists, from which he mercifully escapes,
a broken man in mind and body, and ready for any religious
extravagance. He goes about slumming with varying suc-
cess, all the time loving Glory Quayle and fighting against his
love. He leases a building and makes a refuge of it which is
a blessing to many poor, but Glory’s false friends, who are his
enemies, lease it over his head and convert it into a playhouse
for her. In his madness of religious enthusiasm, he first seeks

- to kill her and thus save her soul from temptation, and,then to

take her away, as a lay sister,.to minister with him to far dis-
tant lepers.  Glory retains her integrity, and, in spite of all her
apparent lightness, loves John Storm, the Christian, with a
great love. At last the climax comes. John's enemies inflame
his proteges and the public gencrally against him. Riots take
place, his work is demolished, himself mortally wounded. On
his dcath-bed Glory marries him, and, as he expires in her
arms, she promises to carry his life work on.

Hall Caine’s Christian has been criticized as an unreal char-
acter. Heis not ; there have been and are many such. His
aims were noble, but his performance was mean.  His soul
was great but ill-balanced. He had many of the solid charac-
teristics of a brave, manly, chivalrous, truth-loving Briton, but
his ccclesiasticism, degenerating into monkery and ritualism,
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spoiled him, and his enthusiasm became down-right incipient
madness. One admires him as one mght admire the wreck-of
a noble vessel, not because it is a wreck, but because of what
it once was, and for all it has gone through even by bad hand-
ling. John Storm’s personality was such a gallant ship, beset
indeed by many a tempest and hostile influence, but badiy
handled by himself in the voyage of life. He lacked simplicity
and common sense, hence his magnificent self-denial only pro-
duced a life bordering on the burlesque. Nevertheless, the
book hints at the cardinal lesson of practical Christanity,
namely, the self-denial that shall not end in ourselves nor cen-
tre in any thought that our suffering can be well-pleasing to
God, but that shall lead us to spend and be spent for the good
of others. This is what John Storm did not fully apprehend.
In the extent to which he did apprehend the lesson, he was a
Christian. I wonder what Glory was like after her briefly-
wedded husband’s death.

A very different writer from Hall Caine was Du Maurier,
the well-known author of “ Peter Ibbetson” and “ Trilby.”
Of his last book, “ The Martian,” I see that Messrs. Drysdale
have sent to the “ Journal ¥ Harper’s 477-page cdition in cloth,

with fifty illustrations by the author, price $1.50, but I had a -

copy of my own by me all summer, bound in simple paper.
*The Martian ” is the story of the life of Barty Josselin by his
friend and quondam schoolfellow, Robert Maurice. Bartho-
lomew was the illegitimate son of a certain Lord Runswick
and an actress named Antoinette Josselin. The story begins
with the Institution F. Brossard, a typical French boarding-
school in the suburbs of Paris. Its account of French school
life, with descriptions of Brossard senior, his son Mecrovee,
Bonzig, Dumollard and the other tutors, constitutes the best
part of the book, and contains some humorous writing. Barty
is the idol of the school, the handsomest, strongest, cleverest,
cheerfulest and most engaging boy that ever lived. When he
leaves school, a noble relative gets him a commission in the
Guards. As an idle soldier, he sows his wild oats, but is com-
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pelled to sell out through the loss of his patron’s favour. He
tramps about on the continent, doing a little painting, loses
the sight of an eye, and is taken up by his aunt, Lady Caroline.
While at Malines seeking the aid of oculists, he suddenly dis-
covers that an old innate faculty, he had exercised at school of
instinctively knowing the north has returned to him, and after
a night of dreams, he finds on his table a long letter from a
guardian angel calling herself Martia, written on his own paper
by his own hand. Henceforth Martia becomes his constant
correspondent.  He returns to.England, marries a certain
Leah Gibson, and at once becomes famous and wealthy as the
author of ‘ Sardonyx ” and several other books, said to be the
most remarkable ever written, but which appear to have been
of decidedly atheistic tendency. A life of unalloyed happiness
followed until Barty was between sixty and seventy, when his
daughter Martia, called after the guardian angel, died, and
with her died Josselin and his wife.

The somewhat tediously-told raison d’etre of the book is the
expressed belief that, in the cold planet Mars there is a human
race descended from a species of seal, possessed of marvellous
senses and high moral and intellectual development. The
souls of these beings are not confined to the human form, but
can inhabit all sorts of animal bodies through innumerable
incarnations. They sometimes seek other worlds, Martia her-
self having come to our earth in a meteoric shower. She had
taken up her abode in the bodies of the Rohan family to which
Barty’s father belonged. Thus she took possession of him and
became his inspiration, annexed his wife Leah, and finally
became incarnate as their daughter Martia. Anxious to
assume for herself and them a higher position, she died and
took them with her beyond the stars. Like the rest of Du
Maurier’s books, the Martian, is utterly void of religion, and
thus of the high thought which accompanies it alone. Barty
Josselin is the ideal of a good-natured evolutionary Bohemian,
who had 1o need of God in the world or anywhere else. It
is not clever enough nor well enough written to do much harm
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save to the atheistically superstitious class of spiritualists,

which can hardly be made worse. If any man or woman has

a familiar spirit, it is high time to question it regarding 1ts
origin. DBeloved, believe not every spirit.

A very good historical novel of the class originated by Sir
Walter Scott is “ The Chavalier D’Auriac,” written by Mr.
Levett Yeates. Itis placed in the stirring times of the League
and Henry of Navarre. The Chevalier begins as a strong
Catholic and a Leaguer, but at the very outset of the story
delivers the heroine, a Huguenot lady of high rank, from the
brutality of a brother officer. Thereafter, through the chang-
ing scenes of war, conspiracy and peace, his sword is devoted
to her service, but it is long before the new king, Henry IV,
by his courage and generosity, overcomes his scruples and
makes of him a loval subject. His enemies, those of the
heroine, and the conspirators against the king, are overcome
and meet their just reward, and the curtain falls upon a happy
marriage. The book is well written and the interest of the
story is unflaggingly maintained from start to finish. Tt is
well worthy of a place with the best of Conan Doyle’s and
Stanley Weyman’s novels.

Quite a modern tale in comparison is “ Soldiers of Fortune ”
by Richard.Harding Davis. The chief soldier of fortune is
an American engineer, who meets a New York society belle
and falls in love with her inther native city. Her father, a
millionaire, employs him to open up mining lands in South
America. Then follow iaccounts of the development of the
mines and the surrounding country, of troubles with local poli-
ticians, of the arrival of the millionaire with his two daughters
on a visit, of entertainments with the president of the republic
and his court,'of a revolution with disastrous consequences,
of a counterirevolution, and finally of a happy union of the
gallant engineer, not with his first love, but with her more
heroic and appreciative younger sister.  The qualities of a
strong man from an American standpoint are well brought
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ottt in the story, whici is life-like, entertaining and thoroughly
pure in tone.

Another piece of light literature, which takes the reader
back into last century, is “ The Red Sultan,” by J. Maclaren
Cobban. Cosmo MacLaurin, a young: man, is left without
title and estate by the conduct of his grandfather, who, having
been out in the ’45, had forfeited them. By accident he turns
-ato a booth in which foreign-looking jugglers are performing,
and hears some wonderful revelations.  These lead him to
follow up the jugglers, and he discovers that the chief of them
is a Scotchman named Kenneth Lorimer, recently escaped
from Morocco, whither he.had unwillingly.gone in company
with Cosmo’s grandfather, whom he supposes to be still there
as general to the Sultan under thestitle of Ingliz Basha. The
young heir to the baronetcy thereupon resolves to go to Africa
in person, find his grandfather, and establish his title .to the
paternal estate. Accompanied by Lorimer and his attendant
negro, he arrives at last on the Moorish coast between Sallee
and Rabat. Soon after their arrival, they are captured by the
follow ers of Muley El Yezeed, the Red Prince, now in revolt
agaiust his father, the Sultan, and whose mother afterwards
turas out to be the Irish wifc of Cosmo’s grandfather. Leav-
ing his camp, the wanderers meet with many adventures on
their way to the Sultan at Mequinez, but the resemblance of
Cosmo’s red beard to that of El Yezeed more than once saves
him and his party, and at last he and they are well received by
the reigning monarch. Then comes the story .of Kiamil
Basha, ithe governor of the .fortress, who is a transformed
Jock Campbell, from whom young MacLaurin learns the story
of his grandfather’s treacherous doing to death. Intrigues
centre round about tie people of foreign blood, who, besides
the characters mentioned, are Kiamil’'s motherless daughter
and the disgraced and aged wife of Cosmo’s grandfather.
Delineations of character, descriptions of scenery, characteris-
tic conversations, with plots and counterplots, marvellcus
escapes, battles, rescues and many horrors up! to the time when
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the Red Prince becomes the Red Sultan, and beyond it, till
Cosmo, Kiamil and his daughter escape beyond the sea, make
up a dish of imaginative food that should satisfy the fiercest
intellectual craving for meat of this kind. Cosmo gets his
baronetcy, and the daughter of the Basha reigns with him in
peace.

Another revolution of the Kaleidoscope gives a totally differ-
ent picture in “ The Sowers,” by Henry Seton Merriman, save
in so far as both books are concerned with despotisms. Mr.
Merriman‘s despotism is the Russian Empire, and grimly he
depicts it. Prince Paul Howard Alexis,:the son of a Russian
heiress and an English diplomat, is lord of the principality of
half the government of Tver, which is managed for him by
Karl Steinmetz, a well-known man of the world of fine charac-
ter. The aim of prince and agent is the amelioration of the
condition of the wretched peasantry, among whom the prince
goes in disguise as the Moscow Doctor, doing much good and
receiving superstitious homage. At the outset of the story,
the Charity League, in which Alexis was deeply implicated,
has been broken up by the treachery of an English adventurer
and his beautiful wife, the latter having sold the papers stolen
from Count Stepan Lanovitch for a large sum to an agent of
the Russiant Government. This led to Lanovitch’s exile in
Siberia and the downfall of other henevolent lords, whose only
crime was that of seeking to elevate their recently enfranchised
serfs. The English adventurer perished in Russia, a secret
known only to Steinmetz, and the prince, meeting his widow
in London, falls in love with and marries her. The chief villain
of the story is the Baron Claude de Chauxville, who wished
to gain Mrs./Sydney Bamborough for himself, and continues
to persecute her after her second marriage, holding over her
head his secret of the Charity League papers. After many
dastardly attempts to injure the prince and Steinmetz and
secure his prey, he sends agitators of the Nihilist order among
the ignorant brutalized pcasants of Tver. These succeed in
effecting an uprising which would have ended.in wholesale
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massacre, had not the prince assumed the disguise of the Mos-
cow Doctor, and arrested the mob. After the assailants
retire, the dead bodies of the princess and Baron de Chaux-
ville are found at the foot of:a secret stairway by which they
had been seeking to escape when surprised by the mob. Prince
Alexis makes provision for carrying on his good work of sow-
ing the seed of a higher lifec among his peasantry, and then
retires to England, where subsequently the story leaves him,
about to marry his dead wife’s cousin, a,noble woman who
had lived through all the trying experiences of the recent,years.
Apart from the exciting plot, the tale is a deeply interesting
one from its graphic descriptions of Russian scenery, life, and
character, and is one of the strongest and best written among
works of fiction of the day.  The high ideal of benevolence
which runs through it cannot fail to be stimulating to the
appreciative reader, upon whom it will act more powerfully
than the majority of charity sermons. Steinmetz is an especi-
ally fine character, admirably drawn.

David Christie Murray took S. R. Crockett to task, in the
pages of “The Canadian Magazine,” for a slip in one of his
stories, which represented a minister as very heroic for refus-
ing to eject his homely mother from the manse at the demand
of some vulgar parishioners. The mistake is a real one, and
deserves blame, but all Mr. Crockett’s work is not to be con-
demned on account of one instance of lack:of judgment.
Jupiter himself sometimes nods ; so does Mr. Murray even.
‘Lads’ Love,” by S. R. Crockett, is a charming Scottish prose
idyll, full of bright youthful life, and humor, and here and there
a bit of pathos. and intentional bathos. The three fair maids
of Nether Neuk, especially Nance and the Kempie, with their
cantankerous father Peter Chrystie, the autobiographical hero.,
Alee McQubhirr of Drumqubat, Rab Anderson, lazy taed, and
the Hoolet, together with minor characters of various shades,
make up a bright, almost rollicking story of Scottish rural life
such as few will care to put down till they have read to the
end. There is no piot to speak of, but there are many little
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devices in the main comedy of the courtship of Alec and Nance,
and a little tragedy links the names of the Hoolet and the
packman Nathan Murdoch.

Messrs. Drysdale send “ The Reds of the Midi,” translated
from the Provengal of Felix Gras, by Catharine A. Janvier. Tt
contains 264 octavo pages, is bound in red cloth, illustrated,
and is published by Heinemann, of London, price one dollar.
This episode of the French revolution was written originally
in the Provengal tongue, supposed by many 'to be dead, and
its author was first known as a poet in that language. M.
Gras, justice.of the peace, tells his story as Joel Chandler Has-
ris tells the tales of Uncle Remus. His Uncle Remus is a real
character, namely, Pascdl, son of La Patine, who had been
through all the adventures he relates, and had followed the
arms of Napoleon Bonaparte. M. Gras represents himself as
a boy sitting in the village cobbler’s shop listening with many
older people to the veteran Pascal’s narrative night after night.
The first,part of that narrative which constitutes the book is
the story of Pascal’s youth, and especially of his sixteenth
vear, when, with the men of Marseilles, he marched to Paris
and precipitated the French Revolution. The story is full of
horrors, but full also of courage and endurance, wild enthu-
siasm and love of liberty, and adorned with many a trait of
friendship and humanity. The terrible oppression,of the pea-
santry by the nobility and the agents of the government is well
described in all its revolting cruelty, including the bloodthirsty
tyranny of the Populists of Avignon. The men of Marseilles,
instead of being the cut-throat outlaws of many writers, M.
Gras shews to have been men of character, inspired with an
ardent thirst for liberty. HHe makes their march to Paris the
turning point in the Revolution, and lays the blame of its
excesses on the Parisian mob, which the Marscilles’ battalion
strove in vain to restrain. As a history, as well as.a romance,
“The Reds” is well worth reading, as it may correct many
a false impression concerning one of the great movements of
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the swworld.  The work of the translator is admirably per-
formed.

Messrs. Drysdale also send us “ The Sister Martyrs of Ku
Cheng,” which was noticed in last year’s “ Journal,” and a
French-Canadian English dialect poem, which, with illustra-
tion, covers 18 pages, entitled “ Sir Wilfrid’s Progress through
England and France'in the Jubilee Year,” by A. M. R. Gor-
don, illustrated by J. C. Innes. Verses and illustrations are
not without cleverness, and at the sum of:five cents, are not
exorbitant.

Messrs. Drysdale are the publishers of “ Camp and Lamp,”
by Samuel Mathewson Baylis, a neat octavo volume of 320
pages, in cloth, top gilt, and a frontispiece. It is hard to
characterize this olla podrida of a book, which mixes up fish-
ing sketches and accounts of Canadian winter sports with three
groups of poetry and as many short stories. Mr. Baylis writes
well and entertainingly, and there is music in his verse, with
considerable scope in metre and subject.  His three stories
are not the strongest, part of the composite volume, which must
rather be looked for in the poeticalicollections. The author’s
work, however, is almost purely Canadian, with a grand patrio-
tic home flavor about it that ought to be pleasing to his com-

patriots and fellow-townsmen. His writing is, as a rule, care-,

ful and conscientious, although he does spell the French
Philippe with two Is and one p ; yet there is dashing boldness
and hearty enthusiasm in many of his verses. This is a
decided addition to ‘Canadian literature of the polygraphic
order, and as such merits a good reception.

Last but not least of the volumes sent by the same
firm-is “The Lady Ecclesia,” an autobiography by George
Matheson, D.D., etc,, minister of the parish of St
Bernard’s, Edinburgh. It has 332 pages, neatly bound
in cloth, with giit top, and is published by Hodder &
Stoughton, of London. In this elaborate allegory,
Dr. Matheson, in lofty yet natural langunage, tells the story of
the Church emerging from Jewish thraldom and many subse-
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quent temptations, until she becomes the great servant of
humanity, and earth is linked to heaven. The story of the

Christ of course bulks largely in it, and is told with reverence

and dignity. In his preface the author gives the key t: the
allegory. His Ecclesia is that inner life of Christianity which
was originally the flower of Judaism ; Hellenicus, that phase
of the Greek mind which came into brief contact with the
flower of Judaism ; the Lord of Palatine, the Roman Emperor
in gencral ; Caiaphas, the Jewish priesthood ; Phocbe, the
ministrant influence of the new faith ; the Captain of the
guard, the imperial system ; and the son of the star, the false
Christ everywhere. Most allegories, when lengthened out,
are very wearisome, but this is not. It lacks the quaintness
and homely incidents of Bunyan’s “ Progresses ** and “ Holy
War,” but is far from: being void of pleasing interest.  Dr.
Matheson's theology, like that of the best thinkers and wri-
ters of the present day, centres in Christ. Sin is a pestilence
leading to exclusion and separation ; in healing it Christ took
it upon Himsel® ; love is better than light ; the Christian life
is.one of service ; these are a few of the many thoughts that
fill the book. Many minds that turn away from didactic
treatises will enjoy taking their theological pill in the sugar-
_ coated allegory.

Ay valued friend and_correspondent, M. Henri O’Shea,
sends me from Biarritz two “ Essais de Dechiffrement,” or
attemipts at translation, the one of the Iberian inscription of
Castellon, and the other of that of Calatayud, both by AL V.,
Stempf. The first I translated some vears ago, but the second
is new to me. M. Stempf makes it out to contain directions
as to the cultivation of beet-roots, and, these are very amusing.
In reality, it tells how, subsequent to the overthrow of the
Roman General Mancinus, whom it names, by the Numan-
tians in 137 B.C,, an Iberian, or as we should now say, Basque,
chicftain called Demotu, the brother of Tunoma, gave the
town of Mona to the state of Tuky, and received in return the
town of Kutudu, now called Calatayud. Dr. John Fraser, of

-
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Sydney, N.S.W,, has favoured me with his treatise on Folk
songs and Myths from Samoa, containing the Samoan text,
vith translation and notes. The poem on the Creation, by the
great god Tangaloa, is of special interest, and is a very digni-
fied production of the native muse. From Mr. Harry Piers,
of the Legislative Library of Nova Scotia, I have received his
“Relics of the Stone Age in Nova Scotia,” a copiously illus-
trated paper dealing with aboriginal stone implements, and
evincing very considerable research.

To the Bureau of Ethnology at Washington, I am indebted
for three small folio volumes of 1136 and 637 pages, being the
annual reports of the Bureau for 1892-93 and 93-94. The first
contains “ The Menomeni Indians,” by W. J. Hoffman ;
“The Coronado Expedition,” by G. P. Winship ; and * The
Ghost Dance Religion,” by James Mooney. The second, in
one volume, contains “ Stone Implements of the the Potomac-
Chesapeake Tidewater Province,” by W, H. Holmes ; “ The
Sionan_Indians,” by W. J. McGee : “ Sionan Sociology,” by
J. Owen Dorsey ; “ The Tusayan Katcinas or Dances,” by
J. W. Fewkes ; and “ The Repair of Casa Grande Ruin, Ari-
zena,” by Cosmos Mindeleff. All of these papers, of which
nearly every one would make a respectable volume in itself,
are profusely and claborately illustrated, and constitute a trea-
sury of no mean value for the American anthropologist.

Finaliy,,from our own Royal Society of (Canada comes the
volume of “ Proceedings and Transactions for 1896.” In the
French section, M. Benjamin Sulte leads off with ¥ The Mili-
tary Organization of Canada (1634-48).” The Abbe Gosselin
follows with « Some Observations on the Voyage of Pere le
Jeune to Canada in 1660, and the Pretended Voyage of M. de
Qucylas in 1644,” also with “ A Soldier of Frontenac become
a Recollet.” M. Leon Gerin writes on “ The French-Noble-
man and the Conquest of Canada;” M. F. G. Marchand contri-

butes a poem, “ Nos Ridicules ;7 and M. Sulteagain appears
in an article on ¥ Picrre Boucher and His Book.” The section
of English Literature, History, ctc., has Dr. S. E. Dawson on
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“The Vovages of the Cabots in 1497 and 1498 Dr. D.
Brymner’s paper is on “ The death of Sir Humphrey Gilbert;”
“The Talker’s,” on “ The Ancient Literature of America ;”
Mr. A. Harvey's on “ Acrolites and Religion.” Mr. William
Wood writes * Footnotes to Canadian Folk-song,’ and Dr.
Pattersen, of New Glasgow, N.S., “ Last Years of Charles de
Biencourt.” Three other papers are Mr. E. T. D. Chambers’
“Philology of the Ouananiche,” Dr. Bourinot’s ““ Constitution
of the Legislative Council of Nova Scotia,” and Dr. W. F.
Ganong’s “ Monograph of the Place Nomenclature of the Pro-
vince of New Brunswick.” The Scientific Sections contain
contributions from Sir William Dawson and Professors Bovey,
MacLeod, Cox, Callendar, Penhallow and Wesley Mills, with
other Canadian men of science. The volume contains over
1,000 pages and many illustrative plates, shewing that the
Roval Society is something more than a name. It is fitting
this heavy material should come at the end of the Talk as a
sort of anchor for the abundance of light material that has

preceded it.
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Evitorials.

How quickly the summer has passed ! Such is the excla-
mation of the students who left the examination rooms behind
to spend the summer in the country, by the scaside, or wander-
ing at will in foreign lands.

Nor is the remark questioned by the many others who have
spent the intervening months in faithful work for the Master
in the mission-fields of Ontario and Quebec or the far-distant
North-West and British Columbia. They too have found a
happiness in mecting their fellow-men in the humbler walks
of life, and in appealing to emotions which are

““ chiefly those
Issential and eternal in the heart,
That 'mid the simpler forms of rural life
Exist more simple in their clements,

And speak a simpler language.”

Lecast of ail will the Editors of the ** Journal ™ deny that
from the time when its officers were duly appointed, until, the
first number of Vol. XVI1. should be before its readers, there
has been scarcely more than a breathing space.

But now that all are back again—all but the cighteen of the
graduating class of 'g7—we are at once conscious of the fact
that much has been done in the College during our absence.

The Old Building has been thoroughly renovated, and much
taste has been shown and no expense spared in order that the
rooms might be comfortable and attractive to the students.
For all of which we arc under deep anl lasting obligations to
those kind friends whosc interest in the students has once
again been shown in this practical manner.

Whether it is the brightening of the roowms, or the inspira-
tion received from meeting our, old Graduates at the Re-Union,
or sceing the Principal again at his accustomed post after a
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session’s absence, or whether it is all these combined, there is
a general and prevalent feeling that the outloolk for the present
session is a very bright and hopeful one. And sharing in part
this encouraging outlook, the Editors go forward to their
duties with the resolve that at least time and labour will not
be wanting in order that the “ Journal >’ may continue to hold
its enviable position among College magazines.

During the session we hope to publish most of the papers
read at the Re-Union, with the special desire that our Gradu-
ates who were unable to be present may know something of
the work done, and we also believe that these papers will be of
very general interest to all our readers.

Dr. Campbell will continue his interesting “ Talks about
Books,” and we expect to begin in_the next number a series by
Dr. Scrimger, which we feel sure will be equally popular with
those of the past sessions. Other subjects of a purely literary
character, which were crowded out of the present number for
want of space, will be begun without further delay.

We also look forward to hearing from many of our Gradu-
ates, to whom we take this opportunity of saying that the
columns of the “ Journal ¥ will always be open to them for the
discussion of any subject which they believe would enable the
“ Journal ¥ mcre than ever to serve its original purpose in
“advancig the interests of truth and of the College.”

This first number of the “ Journal” is naturally somewhat
general in character—at least, so far as.the editorial column
is concerned. Thercfore, we may be excused any wanderings
our pen indulges in.

After six months’ vacation, we are careful not to usec the
name holiday too lightly, we find ourselves gathered together
for new work. Naturally our thoughts are toward the future,
still we think it well to give a glance at recent events, were it
only to shew we have not forgotten them. Quite a number of
things have happened since our last number appeared.

The Greco-Turkish war has blown up and out since then.
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Of course, iike all other students, we hoped Greece would win.
But she didn’t, and our only consolation is that the enemy
didInot get a chance to bombard the Parthenon as they did
once before. But enough of that ! It has not been our habit
to deal much with international events, or political affairs of
any kind, so we pass on to something of more local interest.

During the summer Canada has been honoured by the visit,
first of the British Association for the Advancement of Science,
and lateriof the Medical Association. IEach body was com-
posed of men of learning and reputation in their several
branches of study, and their visit cannot fail to awaken interest
m Canada and kindly feeling towards her. McGill played a
prominent part in their entertainment.

Delegates from the University met the members of the
British Association off Rimouski, and on the way up the St.
Lawrence to Montreal pointed out the many places of histori-
cal interest. As the meetings of the Association were held in
Toronto, the members could only be entertained in passing.
The most was made of the opportunity, however, for they
were shown_through the University buildings and dined in the
Museum. To many of the guests Canada was quite new, and
thev expressed themselves surprised and delighted at the pro-
gress we had-made in education. They had not before realized
the importance of McGill.

The members of the Medical Association were not such
strangers toius, the majority of them being from Canada and
the United States.

Their stay here was a comparatively long one, and during
it they were the guests.of the Uuiversity. The many friends
of the College generously placed their homes at the disposal
of the Commiittee, and Ithe visitors were loyally entertained
with illuminations, luncheons and garden parties. Last sum-
mer, then, is to be especially remembered in:1University circles
as the time of two very inportant visits, and the:Alma Mater
is to be congratulated on receiving them and.also on the en-
thusiasm and success with which she entertained her guests.
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Another event calls for notice from us. We have to con-
gratulate the students and staff of the Congregational College
on the installation of their new Principal.

Our readers no doubt remember the sketch of Dr. George’s.

liferwhich appeared lately in the city press, so we need not
refer here to his career further than to say it has been a very
successful one. We take this.opportunity of congratulating
the Congregational College on their choice and of expresing
our hope that under Dr. George'’s/care it will continue to
prosper.

We wish the new Principal every success in-his efforts to
accomplish that aim.

AIMS AND CLAIMS OF THE INSTITUTE,

In this utilitarian age, every movement must be ready to
justify itself by practical aims and results. And if the Alumni
Association of our College is to meet any response when it
appeals to the graduates to attend its annual Institute, it must
give good and sufficient reason for these gatherings.

Now, its purposes ought to provide these. They are three,
mainly :—

(@) The personal benefit of the graduates and the«improve-
ment of their work. The Re-Union is a‘relaxation from the
pressure ‘of our daily toil. It is an intellectual stimulus to us

«all. 'We are all specialists in our own line, and we all think
independently. This gives us more strength but Tless breadth,
for in devoting our attention to onc line of thought or work,
wehwithdraw from the others. But in a conference the best
results of each man’s work is made the property of all. The
Institute should also be a moral and spiritual strength, broad-
ening our sympathies, teaching us new methods, and inspiring
us to new lines of activity, deepening our devotion, and raising
our spirituality, as we catch the inspiration and see the princi-
ples with which our best men serve God.
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(b) The welfare of the College is another of the aims of the v "x

Institute. The graduates are represented in the Senate, and
should take a deep interest in the management and curriculum
of the College. 'We must advocate its interests in our spheres
of labor, securing contributions, sending students to her halls,
and extending her usefulness in every way. No institution
can prosper unless it be loyally supported by its Alumni. We
need a yearly Re-Union to secure united and vigorous action.
This \question of fees in the Arts course is calling for attention.

We can accommadate still more students. We want more
professors. And to reach these ends we must have union and
fervid loyalty ,and when we believe that the! teaching, princi-
ples and graduates of our college are the very besttin the land.
we have strong grounds for urging its claims.

(c) The papers of our Institute should be a substantial con-
tribution to the religious thought of the year. No doubt our
graduates do much toward solving the great:problems that
face our Church, but hitherto their efforts have been scattered.
By such.an Institute their best thought will be concentrated
on great themes, and the whole Church wil' be profited
thereby.

If these be the aims of the Institute, its claims on the gradu-
ates are very strong.

We should arrange our work so that we can spare that"week
to attend its meetings. This may be hard for many, especially
for those whose holidays close shortly before, and whose win-
ter’s work is just beginning. But some of our busiest men
overcame that difficulty this year, and others can do likewise.
After careful consideration of all the interests involved, the
society concluded that the weck of the College opening was
the best time available for the Institute, and we hope that next
October many more of our Graduates will be present.

We should keep that week clear of-all other engagements.
There are many conventions in session then, and this vear
these kept-several of our Alummni away. Now, even if we have
to choose between the two,}we shall o more good, and receive
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more benefit here than elsewhere, and, besides, the claims of
our College should have the first place. But if we let local
organizations know that'this week is reserved for our meeting,
they will arrange to hold their meetings at a more convenient
season.

We should try to attend all the meetings. Several of our
best meetings at thelopening and close of the Institute were
weakened. because many of our graduates had either to come
late or go early. They lost some of the best papers of the
conference. It will be a great benefit to ourselves and others
if hereafter we come as early and stay as late as posible.

We should seek to interest other graduates in the Institute,
Many have been out of College for a long time, and many
things have hindered them from keeping up an active interest
init. They are as loyal as ever, only they have grown care-
less. One or two enthusiastic Alumni in each Presbytery could
secure a much larger attendance than we had this year. Other
ministers should be invited too, for our visitors this year were
a great help to our meetings.

Each graduate should think of new subjects to be discussed,
and new ways in which the Association’s work can be made
more effective, and write the President or Secretary about
them. They will gladly receive any suggestions, and co-
operate with allywho are ready to work in the interests of our
Alma Mater. Themes of vital interest might be thought of by
our distant members which the JExecutive might cverlook,
and if they would suggest them our meetings would be given
greater variety and'usefulness than ever. Our Institute
appeals to us for our best thought and service. This will not
impoverish us in our work, but will be as seed sown which will
yield a hundred-fold. Tt will lift us out of ruts into which we
are apt to-fall, it will strengthen our thought, it will renew our
youth, it will be a source of power to our brethren whose diffi-
culties may be as great- as our own.




-
<

PARTIE FRANCAISE.

Partic JFrancaise.

LA LITTERATURE CHALDEO-ASSYRIENNE.
Par M. le PrOFESSEUR COUSSIRAT.

Si un romancier, il y a cinquante ans, au cours d’une fiction
Plus ou moins ingénieuse, avait parlé d’une littérature consi-
dérable, vieille de prés de soixante siécles, produit de la civili-
sation d'un peuple puissant, dont les livres, I'écriture ct la
langue, perdus avant 'ére chrétienne, avaient été retrouvés
dans les entrailles de la terre et 'déchiffrés avec certitude, on
aurait crié a linvraisemblance.

Et cependant c’est de 'histoire.  La littérature chaldéo-
assyrienne, si longtemps enfouie sous les ruines de Ninive, de
Babylone et des territoires avoisinants a revu le jour. On en
a deviné l'écriture A force de patience.  On en a ressuscité et
compris la langue qui était non seulement morte, mais incon-
nue. On en a traduit des morceaux qui sont déja plus nom-
breux que ’Ancien Testament tout entier.

Comment on s’y est pris, et ce qu’on a découvert de plus im-
portant, tel est le sujet de ce travail.

I

Chardin au XVIIIéme siécle, et d’'autres voyageurs avant
lui (De Figueroa en 1618) (1) avaient vu sur des monuments
en ruine a Persépolis et ailleurs des inscriptions en caractéres
ayant la forme de coins et appelés pour cela cunéiformes. On
savait par les auteurs anciens que quelques-uns de ces monu-
ments avaient été élevés par les princes achéménides : Darius,
fils d’Hystaspe, (521 av. J.-C.) Xerces, Artaxerces. ...et on sup-

(1) On dit qu'en 1618 De Figueroa, ambassadeur espagnol, visita et décrivit les

suines de Persépolis et appela attention sur les inscriptions cundiformes, et quen
1621 Pistro della Valle opina qu'elles devaient se lire de droite & gauche.
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posa que ces inscriptions avaient été gravées par leurs ordres.

On yavaitaussi remarqué trois systémes d’écriture cunéi-
forme, et comme ces trois sortes d’écriture étaient toujours
placées cote & cote on conclut A trois versions du méme texte,
adressécs aux trois principales races qui formaient 'empire
perse.

On supposa que la premiére devait étre en ancien perse,
langue dit souverain lui-méme. Or cette langue offrait moins
de difficultés que les autres.  Les caractéres employés n'é-
taient qu'au nombre de trente-six ct les mots étaient séparés
par un clou en diagonale.  Certains mots contenaicnt tant de
caractéres quil était permis de croire qu'on avait 1a des lettres,
non des syllabes, et que la langue persane s'écrivait avec un
alphabet, non avec un syilabaire.

On remarqua de plus qu'il fallait lire ces inscriptions de
gauche a droite, puisque les lignes commengaient & gauche
exactement les unes sous les autres tandis qu'a droite eclles se
terminaient fort irréguliérement. Clest 4 cet ensemble de
résultats quétaient arrivés Carsten Nicbulir (1778), Tychsen
(1798), Munter (1802).

Grotefend, savant hanovrien, alla beaucoup plus loin (1802).
I1 observa que les inscriptions commengaient généralement
par trois ou quatre mots dont I'un changeait et les autres res-
taient invariables. Le mot qui changeait avait trois formes,
bien que la méme forme sc¢ trouvat toujours sur le mcme
monument. Il en conclut gire cec mot représentait le nom
d’un roi et que les mots suivants indiquaient ses titres. L'un
de ces noms supposés paraissait plus souvent quc les autres, ct
comme il était trop court pour désigner Artaxerces ct trop
long pour se lirc Cyrus, Grotefend pensa qu'il devait signifier
Darius ou Xercés. L'étude des classiques lui apprit que
certains monuments ol s¢ trouvait ce nom avait été élevés par
Darius, et il chercha d'apres cette indication la valeur des
lettres dans le mot Darius sous sa forme hébraique ‘Darheé-
oush,’ lu avjourd’hui en Zend Darayavaoush. Le voila douc
en possession de la valeur présumée de six lettres. 11 s'atta--
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qua ensuite au deuxiéme nom de roi qui avait & peu prés la
méme longueur que celui de Darins.  Ce devait étre Xercés,
Kshhershé, lu aujourd’hui Khshayarshda. Sl avait deviné
juste, la cinquic¢me lettre 'r’ de ce dernier mot devrait étre la
méme que la troisiéme dans le mot Darius. Il en était ainsi.
Grotefend se trouvait donc dans la bonne voie.

Le troisiéme nom, beaucoup plus long que les deux autres,
ressemblait par sa derniére partic a celui de Xercés. 1l
fallait lire sans doute Artaxercés, d’autant plus que la seconde
lettre était bien une ‘r’

Grotefend procéda de méme pour le mot qui suivait toujours
le nom propre et quiil lut Khshajatija, roi. Il avait déter-
miné treize lettres ; les travaux ultérieurs ont confirmé la
valeur de huit d’entre elles.  La clef était trouvée, mais il ne
put pousser plus avant ses recherches, faute de connaissances
philologiques suffisantes.

Ici entre en scéne Eugéne Burnouf qui avait approfondi
T'étude du Zend. 11 soccupa avec succés des inscriptions
cunéiformes, mais la mort I'empécha d'utiliser tous les maté-
riaux quiil avait amassés. Un de ses disciples, Christian
Lassen et Sir Henry Rawlingon (1846) furent plus heureux.
La licte des satrapies perses dans l'inscription de Darius a
Nask-i-Rustam et surtout la copie de la longue inscription de
Darius sur le roc de Béhistoun par Sir H. Rawlinson per-
mirent d ces deux savants, indépendamment I'un de l'autre, de
construire un alphabet identique, sauf une seule lettre, et d
Taide du zend et du sanscrit d’en lire la langue.

11 fallait maintenant déchiffrer les versions paralléeles. Ce
n'était pas chose facile.  Point de division entre les mots.
Les caractéres en étaient fort nombreux et trés compliqués.
Mais la découverte de Ninive par M. Botta, (1) consul de
Trance & Mossoul (1846), les fouilles de Sir A. H. Layard a
Koyoundjik et 3 Nimroud (1849 4 1851) facilitérent la tache
en Hvrant au public une grande quantité de documents ncu-
veaux, qui ornent le musée du Louvre et le British Museum,

(1) 11 découvrit le palais de Sargon & Khorsabad (1843-45).
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On ne sait encore dans quelle langue a été rédigée la deu-
xiéme inscription  Peut-étre est-ce dans la langue des Médes
ou des Scythes. Mais M. Botta constata que les caractéres
de la troisiéme inscription paralléle a celle qu’on avait luc a
Paide du vieux perse étaient identiques & ceux quc 'on voit
sur les monuments trouvés dans les fouilles d’Assyrie.  On
supposa donc que la langue de la troisiéme colonne était
P’assyrien et une traduction de la premiére inscription en’
ancien perse.  Les fouilles de Layard confirmérent cette con-
jecture. Ce fut le point de départ du déchiffrement des textes
assyriens.

Mais on n’était pas a bout de peine.  L’écriture cunéiforme
assyrienne est trés compliquée, nous 'avons dit. Pas d’alpha-
bet, mais des signes idéographiques et syllabiques trés nom-
breux, et les mémes signes doivent se lire de plusieurs mani-
éres, selon les cas. Clest Hincks (1849-52) qui le premier
découvrit le caractére syllabique de l'assyrien. Layard re-
trouva Pancienne bibliothéque de Ninive qui contenait
des listes de caractéres avec leurs divers sons et leur
sens idéographiques, des tables de synonymes, des catalogues
de plantes et d’animaux. ™. J. Oppert (1851-1854) en com-
pagnie de Fulgence Fresnel, explora avec succés la Mésopota-
mie. M. Oppert a exposé pour la premiére fois, d’une mani-
ére suivie, les principes du déchiffrement des inscriptions chal-
déennes et assyriennes [Clest lui aussi qui a publié la pre-
miére grammaire assyrienne.  (1860).

Et on continuait a fouiller le sol.  En 1873, George Smith
découvrit en Assyrie et en Babylonie des milliers de briques
couvertes d’écriture, formant la bibliothéque d’Assurbanipal
(668 av J.-C.) et comprenant des syllabaires, des .textes juri-
diques et grammaticaux. .. et les célébres tablettes du déluge.
Hormuz Rassam (1877-1881) a retrouvé, outre 1,400 nouvelles
briques, les portes:de bronze de Balawat et I'édit de Cyrus
(538 av. J-C.) M. E. de Sarzec (1876-1881) a rapporté de
Tello, dans la Basse-Chaldée, au Louvre a Paris tout un en-
semble de statues couvertes d'inscriptions du caractere le plus
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antique, ne remontant pas 4 moins de 3,000 & 4,500 ans avant
notre ére.

Ces matériaux, dont la quantité s’accroit sans cesse, ont été
et sont constamment mis en oeuvre par une armée de travail-
leurs infatigables, parmi lesquels il convient de nommer M. de
Saulcy, Ménant, Frangois Lenormant, Schrader, Fr. Delitsch,
Haupt, Sayce, Pinches, Halévy, Strassmaier, Stanislas Guy-
ard, Amiaud, Pognon.

I1.

Quel profit a-t-on retiré de ces études ?

Toute une civilisation ‘trés complexe, trés avancée a quel-
ques égards, la plus ancienne de celles que nous connaissons
s’est révélée aux yeux de notre génération, aprés un oubli de
plus de deux mille ans. Nous savons aujourd’hui assez bien
comment vivaient, ce ¢ue pensaient, ce que croyaient, ce qu'-
ont fait les peuples des bords du Tigre et de I'Euphrate de
4,500 & 150 ans avant J.-C. L’histoire d’Hérodote (484-406),
de Bérose(I'Véme si¢cle avantj.C.),dé Damascius(VIéme siécle
aprés J.-C.) est ou & compléter, ou le plus souvent & refaire.
I1 faut renoncer aux légendes de Ninus, de Sémiramis, de
Sardanapale, et 4 bien d’autres contes dont on nous a nourris
au colléege.  Les récits de PAncien Testament par contre y
trouvent d’éclatantes confirmations, et plusieurs textes obscurs
jusqu’ici, dans Esaie par exemple, regoivent une vive clarté des
documents assyriens.

Si la littérature chaldéo-assyrienne a pu revivre aprés avoir
été si longtemps ensevelie, si 'on a pu retrouver les ouvrages
originaux, et non des copies plus ou moins altérées comme
dans les autres littératures, c’est grice aux matériaux em-
ployés par les peuples pratiques qui 'ont cultivée. Les Assy-
riens semblent avoir voulu écrire pour l'éternité.  (Les
papyri assyriens sont détruits.)

Ils ont laissé des textes gravés sur le roc, & une hauteur
presque inaccessible, comme les inscriptions de Darius, prés
de Persépolis en Perse et a Béhistoun en Médie,—celle de
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Tiglath-Pileser 1er prés du Tigre (1130 av. J.-C.),—celle de
Nébuchadnezzar (604 av. J.-C.) dans le Liban.

Drautres textes sont gravés sur des briques cuites au soleil
ou au four (1) sur des cylindres d'argile, sur des plaques de
marbre et d’albatre, sur des statues, des obélisques, d'énormes
taurcaux ailés a face humaine, et principalement sur des ta-
blettes d’argile de toute forme.

Ce qu'on en a déchiffré embrasse toute sorte de sujets :
guerres des rois de Ninive et de Babylone, leurs chasses, leurs
édil.ees; politique, géographie, listes chronologiques et récits
qui remontent 4 4300 ans avant notre ére, religion, grand
poéme épique en douze livres, tablettes astrologiques, remédes
secrets, oracles, calendriers, liste de synonymes, de professions,
de personnes, d'animaux. de plantes, de vétements, d’outils de
bois, d'étoiles, syllabaires, paradigmes, lettres, contrats, rap-
ports de généraux et d'astronomes, pétitions, actes d’achats et
de ventes, certificats de mariage, legs, testaments, inventaires,
regus.—cenfin presque tout ce que I'on retrouverait sous les
décombres d'une grande ville moderne, sauf les inventions de
la science contemporaine.

Il me parait, d’aprés cette incompléte énumération, qu’on
pourrait classer comme suit les documents assyriens : papiers
dlaffaires, c'est-d-dire briques ou tablettes d'affaires—littéra-
ture profane ct littérature sacrée.

Les documents d’'affaires rentrent a peine dans la littérature.
Comme ceux de nos jours ils n'avaient d'autre but gque de con-
server la preuve des transactions opérées.

La littérature profane comprend les récits de guerre, de
chasse, d"astrologice ¢t tout ce qui W’est pas spécifiquement reli-
gicux. Ille est intéressante, parce qu'clle nous renscigne
sur des personnages célehres, vaguement connus var 'Ancien
Zestament ou les historiens de antiquité, et qui prennent dans
les inscriptions un relief extraordinaire.  Ils vivent, pour ainsi
dire. sous nos yeux.

Voici, par exemple, un abrégé de Vinscription gravée sur le

{1) Au four i Ninive, au solcil & Babylone.
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cylindre de Cyrus (Sayce, Fresh Light on Ancient Monu- .

ments, p. 172 :)

# Les dieux quittérent leurs autels quand Nabonidos (le der-
nier roi de Babylone) les apporta 4 Babylone.  Mérodach dé-
signa un roi, Cyrus roi d'Elam, dont le nom est connu par
toute Ia terre. (Récit des exploits de Cyrus)....Mérodach,
le puissant Seigneur, le restaurateur de son peuple, se réjouit
des exploits de son lieutenant, qui était juste de main et ue
coeur.. .. Vers la ville dc Babylone il le fit marcher, se tenant &
ses cOtés comme un anu «t un compagnon.  Sans coup férir,
il le fit entrex a Babylone. .. .11 lui livra Nabonidos qui n’avait
pas la crainte de Mérodach. ..Je suis Cyrus, le roi des légions,
le grand roi, le puissant roi, roi de Babylone, roi de Sumer et
d’Accad, roi des quatre zones, fils de Cambyse, le grand roi,
roi I’Elam, petit-fils de Cyrus le grand roi, roi d'Elam, arriére-
petit-fils de Teispes le grand roi, roi d'Elam, de I'ancienne
race royale dont 'empire a été aimé par Bel et par Nébo. ...
En ce temps-1d jentrai paisiblement & Babylone . ... J'étendis
mon empire ....Mérodach le puissant Seigneur, réjouit Ic
coeur de son serviteur d qui furent asservis les enfants de Ba-
bylone. .. .Dans la bonté de leur coeur puissent tous les dicux
gue jai rétablis intercéder auprés de Bel et de Nébo pour
qu’ils prolongent mes jours, qu'ils bénissent mes desseins et
quiils disent 2 Mérodach, mon Seigneur : Cyrus, le roi, ion
adorateur ct Cambyse son fils (méritent ta faveur.)”

Dautres inscriptions conservent le souvenir des invasions
assyricnmes en Syrie, en Palestine, en Phénicie, cn Egvpte.
I1 ¥ est question de la prise de Samarie en 722 par Sargon, de
celle de Jérusalem par Nébuchadnezzar, et de bien d'autres
événements qwil serait trop long de décrire.

La littérature proprement religicuse est plus importante
cncore.  Elle forme d¢ji une bibliothéque.  On ¥ trouve dus
Tivres sacrés quion a pu appelar le Rig-Véda chaldéen.  Les
réeits de la Genese mosaique v sont reproduits, mais avec une
forte teinte de polythéisme.  Je suis tenté d'expliquer ce fait,

avee Frangois Lenormant, conume une survivance des tradi-
G
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tions primitives de 'humanité conservées purement dans la
Genese biblique et altérées par des 1égendes postéricures dans
la Genése chaldéenne.

Deux citations feront toucher du doigt la différence.

Voici comment le texte découvert par G. Smith explique
'origine des choses :

 Jadis ce qui est en haut ne s’appelait pas ciel,

Et ce qui est en bas sur la terre n'avait pas de nom.
Un abime (apst) infini fut leur générateur:

Un chaos fut la mer, qui enfanta 'univers.

Jadis les dicux étaient sans aucune existence.

Un nom n'était pas nommé, un destin n'était pas fixé.
Alors furent créés les grands dieux.

Les dieux Lahmu et Lahamu existaient d’abord seuls,
Jusqu'i ce que s'augmenta‘le nombre des dieux. ...

La création comprend, comme dans la Bible, Ics astres, les
plantes, les animaux, 'homme. (Ce dernier /texte n'a pas
encore été retrouvé.)

Pas d'inscription connue sur Pinstitution du sabbat, mais le
septiéme jour était observé parmi les Babyloniens comme
“jour de repos pour le coeur ™ (en assyrien), et “jour de
I'achévement du travail 7 (en accadien).

On n'a pas non plus trouvé de récit de la chute, mais cer-
taines gravures en supposent la connaissance.  On ¥ voit un
arbre, d'un c6té un homme ct de Fautre une femme tendent la
main vers les fruits qu'il porte et un serpent se dresse derriére
cux.

Le paradis est mentionné. Eden ¢tait le nom de la plaine de
Babylone ot vécurent les premiers étres créés. Des quatre
ficuves qui entouraient le paradis, nous connaissons le Tigre
ct I'Euphrate. Pishon signific canal en babylonien, et Gihon
rivicre en accadicn.  Les chérubins étaient des taurcanx ailés
a face humaine gardant Pentrée des palais.

(A suivre)
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CHEZ-INOUS.

Les journaux quotidiens ont déja fait savoir que de
superbes travaux ont été lus au Morrice Hall par des profes-
seurs et par des gradués de notre collége pendant la semaine
qui a précédé 'ouverture des cours. Il serait inutile d'y
revenir.  Diailleurs tous ces travaux paraitront dans le cou-
rant de T'hiver sous I'ancienne rubrique * Qur Graduates’
Pulpit.”

AL S. Rondeau, de la mission St.-Jean-Baptiste, ¥ a présenté
un essai magistral sur *“le probléme frangais.” A la demande
de M. le Principal, il fut décidé que le travail de M. Rondeau
serait publié sous forme de brochure, et distribué a foison chez
nos fréres anglais de Québec et ’Ontario.

Lors de la rentrée des classes, nos gargons nageaient dans la
joie. A coté des figures aimées des professeurs et des cama-
rades. nous avions le plaisir de rencontrer plusicurs gradués
de notre collége.

L’élément frangais v était représenté par M.MLL les docteurs
Chiniquy ¢t Amaron; AL les pasteurs Duclos, (qui se porte
maintenant comme le Pont-Neuf)) S. Rondeau, J. L. Morin,
I. P. Bruncau, G. Charles ct J. Charles.  Ce dernier parle
avce enthousiasme de sa mission @ Cormwall.

V. Genova desservira la mission italienne de Montréal pen-
dant Thiver, et J. . Menangon celle de Saint-IHenri.

Un de perdu, trois de trouvés ! L. Abram qui était en pre-
micre de théologic Fannée dernicre a cru devoir suspendre ses
¢tudes pour aller enscigner aux ¢éeoles de la Pointe-aux-
Trembles.  C. FF. Cruchon, ancicen maitre aux mcmes ¢coles,
sc¢ prépare actuellement a Pétude de Ia théologie.  La saisona
aussi amené H. Dubois et H. Johiat au cours préparatoire.

Pauvres petits, ils sont éparpillés dans la ville ! Le vent de
P'émigration s’est déchaind avec impdtuosité sur  quelgues
chambres et a emporté dans scs flancs presque toute la classe
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préparatoire.  Les théologiens ont été épargnés pour en
apporter la nouvelle ct,. comme par le passe, c’cst au collége
qu’ils recoivent leurs amis.

E.C.

RETOUR AU BERCAIL.

Vous cst-il jamais arrivé durant vos courscs missionnaires
de traverser la solitude d'un hois, alors que commence I'agonie
de la nature 2 Cd et 14, le bruissement monotone;des feuilles
tombantes vous pénétre d’un sentiment de tristesse dont on
ne peut toujours se défendre ; «c’est du moins ce que doit
éprouver le malheureux qui attend du hasard le pain du lende-
main.  Mais celui pour qui un abri comfortable est assuréd
pendant 'hiver. et qui surtout aura le bonheur d'orner sonm
esprit Jde connaissances utiles, cette mélancclic ne tarde pas a
se changer sinon en allégresse, du moins ¢n une profonde gra-
titude pour Celui qui est la source de toute grice et de tout
don parfait. '

Tendant la belle saison nous avons eu I'inestimable privilége
de parler des richesses de 'amour divin, et maintenant, 'au-
tomne, cet avant courcur des frimas semble nous dire: Le
temps s’en va, proﬁu.v: des nombreux avantages que Dieu vois
accorde et retournez au collége afin &’y trouver de nouveaux
matériaux qui vous permettront de travailler encore a la cons-
truction du grand édifice, dont Jésus-Christ cst la pierre angu-
laire.

En effet, aprés la partie pratique des études, chaque brebis,
ou plutdt chaque futur pasteur revient généralement au ber-
cail avec le sentiment du devoir accompli, ct, il est bien natu-
rel qu'aprés avorr secoué la poussicre de nos souliers pendant
tout un été, nous éprouvions le besoin de souffler sur celle de
nos livres, afin de classer de nouveau par ordre de grandeur
ces vieux camarades sur les nombreux ravons de nos vastes
bibliothéques.

Revoir nos professeurs ¢st, on le comprend. unc joie non
moins grande, car ¢’est par leur habile concours que nous dé-
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couvrirons de nouveaux trésors dans cette mine inépuisable, la
Bible; trésors qui nous permettront de monter toujours plus
haut dans U'échelle spirituclle qui conduit jusqu’au cicux.
Aussi combien ces pensées nous encouragent et nous portent
en avant, puisque nous pourrons parler de Dieu encore avec
plus d’ardeur.

Oui, nous poursuivons un but, le plus beau, le plus digne
d’envie; car il consiste & développer les facultés que Dien
donne i tous, afin de faire valoir les talents que le Maitre vou-
dra bien nous confier.

Comment » parviendrous-nous > La TParole répond :
Ayez la foi én Dieu !

Ah! sans doute, an collége les obstacles sont nombreux,
mais non pas infranchissables, et puis Dieu n'est-il pas 1a°?
Nous avons la volonté, II nous donnera l'exécution: car
enfin notre hut est bien celui que devrait avoir pour devise
Phumanité entiére: Faire le bien. en suivant le chiemin qui con-
duit au Pére !

Du reste, la pensée que Dicu nous appelle & précher les
richesses de son amour et la grandeur de ses merveilles: ou, fa
foi profoncic que bientdt peut-ctre nous atteindrons le port
céleste. suffit pour transporter les montagnes qui semblent
parfois vouloir entraver notre course. )

Ayons donc 1a foi en Dien ! Travaillons pendant qu'il fait

jour. et alors rious scrons ouvriers avec Lui!
Jean REY.
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STUDENTS’ DIRECTORY, 1897-98.

I.—STUDENTS IN THEOLOGY.
THIRD YEAR :—

a\l)ljf!iSS.
Name. Home. City.
. Beaton, L........ ...... Boulardarie, C.B. . . ....Room 22,
Coburn, D. N., B.A. ....Melbourne, Que.......... “ o1,
Cudy, E.... coov oael. Port Valais, Switzerland... ¢ 32.
Elmburst, J. R...... ..., Peterborough, Ont........ ¢33
Genova, Voooweiiianan.n Casacalenda, Italy. ... ..244 St. Elizabeth St.
Jamieson, S. D. .... .... Inverness, Que........... Room 26.
Keith, N. D., B.A. .. ...Glencoe, Ont............. € 30.
Leith, M. J. .. ... .... .Orillia, Onte..oovvnnnnn.. ‘13,
Menangon, J. E..... .. " .Stoke Centre, Que. ...... ¢ 3L
Nairn, Joooooo cvn oot Strathaven, Scotland...... g
Scott, D. Jo .oove et Martintown, Ont. . ........ 27,
Shaw, E. Jo.ooo vl ot Avonmore, Ont.... ...... ‘¢ 21,
Wallace, J. M., B.A. ...North Gower, Ont........ “ 209.
Young, H., B.A..... ... Blakeney, Ont. ..... .... ¢ 28.
. Young, S., B.A.......... Blakeney, Ont............ ¢ 23,
SEcOND YEAR :—
B.on, M. W.. ..., Wakefield, Que.... ...... Room 7.
Brunton, J. N..... ... Marvelville, Ont.......... “os.
. Crombie, W. T. B, B.A..Fort Conlonge, Que.... . *“ 18,
Crozier, . G............Grand Valley, Ont........ “oar.
Douglas, R.J., B.A... ...Earltown, N. S.........0 ¢ 20.
Haughton, C. ...... ..., Montreal, Que...... ..... “ 46,
MacKay, Ho.ooooiiaions Ripley, Ont. «.o.oiaaee 35
MacLean, A. Seeeooo....Scarp Harvis, Scotland.... ¢ 14.
MacLean, S., B.A..... ..Bolsover, Ont............. ¢ 19,
Rey, Jean..cooaeees «+...Chalon sur Laone, France.. ¢ 3.
Robertson, J. C., B.A....Robertson, N.B....... ... o2,

Scrimger, J. T., B.A.... .Montreal, Que..... e 24 Summerhill Ave.
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FirsT YEAR =~ JADDRESS.
Name. “Home. = Cily.\

28, Clemry, R.S ........... Montreal, Que............ Room 4.
29. Ferguson, H............ McLaren's Depot, Ont.... * 44.
30. Fraser, S. L............ Hawkesbury, Ont......... “os.
31. MacLeod, D.M., B.A....Springton, P.EL........ “or2.
32. McGregor, Geo. ... .... Mauchline, Scotland. ..... 148 St. Luke St.
33. Stewart, D......... e Dunbar, Onteooovonnn L Room 56.
34. Stuart, J. Ao ..., Montreal, Que.... ... ....39 Mayor St.
35. Tanmer, W, P . ..., Windsor Mills, Que....... “ 8.
36. Turner, W. DD ... ....Appleton, Onte...ooueee. 35,
37. Worth, F.J.... ... Wellington, B.C..........S3 Cathcart St.
38, Yule, Geo. .... .... ....Perthshire, Scotland...... Room 49.

IL—-UNDERGRADUATES IN ARTS.

Fourtn YEAR 1— ADDRISS,
Name. Home. City."
39. Stephens, J. G. ... .... Swansea, Wales.......... Room 9.
(34.) Stoart, JL ALl Ll Montreal, Que..... ..... 39 Mayor St.
! 40. Turner, H. M. ... ..., Appleton, Onte........... Room j32.
(36.) Turner, W.D..... ..... Appleton, Ont.. ...v ..e “ 35,
(37.) Worth, F. J........ ..., Wellington, B.C....... .. 84 Catheart St.
Tiirp YEAR :—
41. Brown, W, .. ...........Athelstane, Que.......... 12 Mayor St.
42 Keith, 11 Joooooiiiiiin Smith’s Falls, Ont........ 143 Mansfield St.
(22.) Mackay, H..oooeen.... Ripley, Onlev.neeen.nn.. Room 45. )
43. MacLeod, J. Beeoooooo . Springton, PLEL.......00 ¢ 35,
(33.) Stewart, D..... ... ....Dunban Onteo.oooail, ‘4 56.
(3S.) Yule, Geo.vvvv vvnennnn, Perthshire, Scotland...... “ 49.

SECOND YEAR :—

44. Hardy, Coooov evvnanes Fortune Cove, P.E.I......Room 41.
45. Luwrell, Percy. .... .... Montreal, Que. .vvuun.... 126 ¢ ¢
46. Rowat, T. A ... (... .. Athelstane, Que.... ... 138 Drolet St.

FirstT YEAR :—

47. Lochead, A, W... .. (.. NMorth Gower, Ont........Room 34.
4S. MacLeod, A. B..o.c.ioe Springton, P.EI ...... ¢ 35

49. Mathicson, Po... ..., Forrester’s Falls, Ont.... * 10.
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THIRD YEAR :— ADDRESS,
Naume, “ome. Ciy.”

50. Anderson, F. ..........Montreal, Que ... .. .... 128 Paris St
31, Cameron, A. G. ...... .. Montreal, Que.. ..Room 26,
52. Campbell, J.D.... L. Toronto, Ont......vvee ¢ 16,
(32.) McGregor, Geo...... ... Mauchline, Scotland...... 148 St. Luke St.
53. Thom, Geo. W.......... Appleton, Ont....... ... Room 31.

SECOND YEAR :—
54. Allen, A ... ...... -Kemptville, Ont. ... .... Room 62.
55. Demole, J.E.... ........ Monureal, Que.... .... 447 St. Urbain St.
56. Dubois, IL. J.... .... ...St. Elizabeth, Que........716 St. André St
57. Greig, J.G ... .ooiiil. - Westmount, Que ........ 400 Cote St. Antoine
58. Johmston, J. L.... .... .Gal;, Ont....... ..... .Room 30.
59. Lapointe,C.... ... .... Terrebonne, Que. ... .....217 Drolet St.
6o. Mclmis, I ... .... .. Harris, Scotland. .. ..Room 38.
61. Rondeaw, A. G ... .... .1l Que ... ........... ‘29,
62. ‘Tanner, A, H.......... Joliette, Que ....... ceees 38

FirsT YEAR :—
63. Coulin,J.E........ ..Neuchatel, Switzerland.....473 St. Lawrence St.
64. Cruchon, C.F ... ...... Druillat, France . . ..744 St. Lawrence St.
65. Joliat, H........ ... .. Beaucomt, France..... ....217 Drolet St.
66. MacLeod, N. V..., .. ... Granby, Que ... ... .. Room 61.
67 Swinton, Jas.... ... ... Rocton, Ont.... ... . 5T
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