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RECENT DISCUSSIONS IN OLD TESTAMENTi

]3y 111e REN. PROF. SCRItIGER, D.D.

This paper is not intended to be-an original discilssion of any
of the great problenis of OId Testament criticisni, but to bc
rather of the nature of a report of progress, with a view of
placing those whio are not able to folIowv these discussions
closely, for ]ack of time or lack of books, in a position ta
understand soniething of the present situation an~d of the
general trend of thought. Few ministers ini the active work
of the pastorate can be expected to fol1owv these in any detail,
but ail are interested in knowing how the conflict of learned
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op)inions is progrcssing, whiat are thc stratcgic poitts of iiîost

ililIortaiicC, and, if p)ossible, vliat is likelv to bc the outconic of
it ail.

1.-As for mnore tlîaîî a gcueration back lias becu the caise.

the nmaii coiiflict of 01(1 Testameint criticisiii is stili over the

origimi andl date of the Pemtateucli, or ratdier of the Hexatcch,

a(id it is und(oubtC(lIy the îproblemn of greatcst interest. The

domihanit viewv aniongy the more advancedl scimool of critics is

that gcncrally associated %vitli the nine of Prof. MWcllhiauscu,
of Gôttingcn, according to w'hichi the so-called -Mosaic legis-

lation is resolve1 into a series of successive codles pro(hlced at

widely cifferelit periods, suchi as the IBook of thue Covenant,

inicluding thue Decalogue, wvhich mayii possibly be M-\osaie ; tlue

Deuteronouuje code, contenîporary w~ith Jereiniahi and the

Levitical code, coutemîporary Nvitli Ezekiel, thoughi enibracing

an earlier H-oliness code of uncertain age. he I-Lexateuch

lu its present fornu miust, of course, according to this tlueorv.

lie l)ost-xiliafl, tluoughi its Iistr is ina(le up bv the comibina-
tion of two strands of previously existiug mnaterials, one Elo-

hiistic or priestly, and the otlier Jehiovistic or propluetic. Thiere

is no doubt thiat tluis vien' in its muainu features is the onle

whiclh is accepte(! li a consideraule inajority of the coilipetenit

sclholars in the lUniversities of. the continuent of Europe. and 1w
iini increasing nuuuiiber boti lui Britain anid Axierica. So far is

this the case thiat it is no uniusual tluing for tlieu to ignore an\

ottuer view a1together. anîd to speakz of tiuis as emubodying the

assure(] resuits of criticisiii. This confidlence is fiuding exîires-

sion îîractically iu various attenipts to popularize their views,
and bring themi witin the rcaclu of a wier circle.

Thus, for exanile, w'e liave the publication of wliat lias

conic to"be called the * anb' Bible," or the text of the OId
Testamient iiu colors, to set forth the differeut original sources

of the niaterials ini sucli a w~ay' as to strike the eve. Under the

ediltorial direction of Prof. H-aupt, of B.altinuore. this is no\\

appearing in two editioiis, onie i the original H-ebrewv anud the

other iu Englisil. 'Fle enterprise is a soniewhiat costly omue,
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lio%%,eer, andI it is very (lotbtful wvlxther it wviIl ever be coin-
pletC(l. It is onily ini the 1'entateluch tlîat thc results arc evenl
cla-,inie(l to represent anyv wide consensuis of EBiblical sehiolars.

A more feasiblc attcmpt in the saine direction, and one thiat
is certain to provC nniichi more usefuil, is the publication of tie
International Critical Conîmcnettary uimier thec e(litorsliip of
Dr. ]3riggs iii the United States, togcth er w~iti I)r. Driver and
Dr. Pluinier iii Enigland 1l This ainis at cxplaining the signi-

ficance of tiiese books on the supposition tliat the conclusions
of the more advanced critical school arc nlow ascertained to lie
tuce. Several volumes o! this wvork hiave already appeared.
andl, altogetiier apart froin thieir critical tlîeories, are of lîighi
value ,sucli as Driver's Comnîiientary on Deuteronoiny, to sav

iltiingi o! sucli a niiasterpiece as Sandav's wvork on the
Romnans in the Ncýew Testamîent departiiient.

In thec Introduction to Iiis Coimientarv on Deuteronomlv.
Dr. Driver lias given thîe lest v'inclication o! the Wielllhausen
Tlîeory of thîe Pentateucli ,%,Iicli lias yet appearcd iii Englisih.
Dr. Brigg,,s lias also souglit to strcngtlieii thîe case lIv a second(
edition o! Ibis 1-igier Criticisnî o! the li-exateucli, origilnally
publishced about five years a go. It is chiaracterized by' a ogood
deal of the irritatîng and ungenerous aci(lity w'Iicli is a feature
o! alinost ail luis writings, but is a scliolarly I)erforiiianic..c, and
w-ill not fail to wvin sonie adîlerents to luis vieîvs. \Vluatever
one iiuay tliink of their critical opinions, it is gratifying to be
able to state thiat botli Dr. Driv'er and Dr. Briggs still luol
fast bv the inspiration and Divine authoritv of thîe Pentateuchi.
Its religions value is nowise dixiiîislîcd ini tlîcir estimation.
Onue is soinetimies a littie puzzled to knlowv luow tiue twvo posi-
tions can lic Iogicafllv recoîuciled. But WC iust -ive tlienu
credit for lioilestlv tlinkziiinl tlucir owvî iinids thiat they have
a muode of liarnionizing the two wvhichi is satisfactorv to tiein-
selves. Ini vitw of chialnges thiat have t2dken place regardilig
siiaiir mnatters ini flue past, thev nav lic able yet %;o to present
it as to be satisfactory' to othiers as Weil.

Notwitlîstanding the confidence w'itli w'hich the representa-
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tives of this scliool speak of thecir rcsults as 1)ractically final,
tiey arc by nio mieails being allowed to liave things ail thieir
owi îvav. lii (ernianv itself a more :iioderate scliool, repre-
sefltc(l by suclh sciiolars as I)illiaiii, Rieliini, Kittel, and
Strack, while a(lnitting the composite cliaracter of the 1-tex,:a-
teticl, refuses altogcther to accept \V"%ellliauiseiî 's r-e-conlstruec-

dion of the history. This more conservative sclîool lias re-
cently been reinforccd 1w Prof. Volck, of Dorpat, w~hi1e a

somiewh-Iat v'igorous protest against the critical position of the
WeIlhiatsen scliool, as reJ)reseilted ini the chairs of the Uniiver-
sities, lias corne from the active pastors of the Chutrchi, wvho

are imiprcssed wvith 'the fact thiat thiey arc losing spiritutal power
througli the (liscrediting of the authiority of the Old Testa-
muent. Thiese hiave founid a v'oice especially iii a wvork by
Pastor Rupprechit, wvliicli seeks to vinidicate thc strictly Ilis-
torical charactci' of the Peiltateucli. hi Eng-iilaiid Dr. Baxter,

ini a large volume entitled -Sanctuary anîd Sacrifice," gives
an tlaborîate refutatioiî in (letail of \Velllhauscni's arguemients
wliile. as ail kiîow, Dr. Greenî of Prinîceton, lias, ini a series

of wvoris (luring the past few v ars, donc vigorouls battle for
the old conservative view. M\-ore cifective than eithier of these
is Prof. Robcrtsoin's great epoclî-iinakinig wvork on -The Early
Religion of Israel," wl'hiclî, w~hile flot discussing the authior-
Slil) of the Peïitateticlî at ail, showvs tlîat thc M\,osale inistitut-
tions iîîuist be referred to a miucli carlier period thlîa is assuie

ini WVe11lanises thcorv, beilig ail practîcally, pre-supposecl in
the w'ritinigs of thie earlier Propliets, and rcgardcd as veiierable
even tlieil. Thîis lias not vet been succcssfully answcred, noi
is it lîkzely to be travcrsed in its main contention.

The miost important check, liowever, lias corne fromn the

si(le of arclîacologv, and( is due to the (iscoverie.-i so rapidly
accunîmuiilating as thîe result of the investigations nowv being
made ini varions parts of the Orient. Iii consequence of these
discov'eries, Prof. Saycc, of Oxford, and Prof. Homniel, of
MuJiîiichî, w'hîo a fe\v years ago w'ere regarded as favourable to
thc iiewer critical viewvs, hiave revcrsed tlîcir former positions,
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andl isuc(ld vigoroils l)rotecs against the conlclusions of tUic
critics.

TIlîcse arcliacologists, in(le(l. niake nlo attcmipt to (leal witlî
thce cicef argunicnits on %vhicli the critics rcly to support tlicir
conclusions, viz., those l)ase(l 0o1 îectiliaritics of language and
style. B3ut arguments based on langulage amd -style alonle arc
nlotoriouslv insecure. They carry weiglit -with niiost mind(s
onlv wlien the liistorical evidence points in thic saine direction.
or vlieîi thiere is no liistorical evidence eithier wvav. In thec case
of the Pentateucli, these linguiistic arguments ini favour of a
coîîîparatively late autliorsliip hiave liad niore consideratioli
thian they would otlicrwise receive ili the absence of direct liis-
torical evidence tliroulgh certain l)resuh)positiolis wliicli seenlie(l
to have forcc.

One of tliese presuippositions wvas the iiplrolab)ilit\. tliat
M\ýoses wvas able to, write at, ail. or tlîat. if lie could Y.rite. lie
woul(l fiîid anyone able to icad Ilis îvritiiîgs. A\ f ew ye.ars ago
this colistitute(l a real (ifficultV. The force of this presuippo-
sition lias nlow beetu utterly and foreî'er broken bv the receîît
(liscoveries ini Babylon and Egvt wuc nakei fcl

certain ilîat the art of writiîîg ivas not onilv known iii both
thiese coluîtries long before thue tinie of 'Moses, or eveni Abra-
liant. but that it w~as freelv use(l for literary purposes as we'll
as. for official records and corresponi(ence. N-\ot olv so, but
it isi now certain that there Nvere several f oris oi wvriting
alrea(lv elihlove(l, andl tliat Egy îtian officiais at any rate ivere
expecte(l to be ab)le to read and( w-'rite iii tlhe languiage and(
cuinciforni script of DI3abylonia, as wvell as ini thecir ovn Iliero-
lyphies. Under tlhese circunistanices. one lias nlo (lifflcult in

ui(lerstan(hing Ilow M ýoses iîglit.b)e ale to write ili the niative
langilage of lus own people, zand( liow a conisiderable inxîîbcr
aîîîong-- tlienu w~ot1l( l)e cualificd to rea(l and. v'alue îvhîat lie liad
wvritten.

It lias also, becoune ahîuud-alitlv clear tlîat parallels to sonuie
of the older portions of Genesis ecxisted anîouîg the ayoas
before the tinie of Abralîanî's mîigrationi, anîd tlîat thue stories
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of the Creation and of the 1)eluge fornîied part of the coin-
mon hecritage of the Scmitic peolls evr~hr. There is,
therefore, no nied to suppose thiat the Jews incorporated thlese
iii thieir sacrc(l books only at a later tiic Mi'en tliey againi camne
inito contact withi the 1Babyionialns by conqucst.

:\rchiaeology lias furtier tended to (liscre(lit the resits ot
literarv criticisin byv fuirnisliig in(lepenlent evi(lence of the
substantial trth of the lîistory given in the 1?cntateuicli. It is
alnîiost a nccssary coniseqcneicé of thc X\clhautiseni tlieory
thuat the history whli cli appears ini the Pentateuicli sliould be

alîst Nvlholly tra(litional. and Largely' iiitruistwvortlhy ; thiat it
sliotl( l)e niot so imuch a record of facts as a transcription of
the popullar conception of the facts, andl îlcalized hiistory par-
takzing of the chazracter of the historical novel, given niot for the
saize of the hiistorv. but for thc sakze of the rcligous truth it
iigh-lt convey. Soic of the writers of this sclîool liesitatc to

"\'O\\ suich an opinion. But Wellliaiiseni imiself does not
hecsitate to asscrt it, andl (cclare thiat the lîistory is largely a
fabrication. Accordinig to lmi, the Israelites hiad no historical
connection with Chialdaea, and wcre îlot dcscendcd froin Ab)r.--
ialii, Isaac andl Jacob), but wcre a collection of Arabian
ilomads. wl'o about i1200 R.C. appcared for thc first timie on
the east banik of the Jordon, and crossing over, succceded in
gettiîîg a foothiold ini Palestine. Thiey were niiere barbarians
asý conhlare(l wvth the earlier occupants, an(l, as lias often been
the case t111(er sinîlilar circinstances, tlîey a(loptcd the civili-
zation and1 Language, also the traditionis and, to sonie extent,
the religionî of tlheir *niew subjects, appropriating wlhatever
%vas fitted to gratify tlicir vanity or iluister to their national

pride. l'le details as to nanies, p)laces, incidlents were sîxp-
plied at a later timie, and( are miaiinlvt inventc(l. Somie eveni
(leii thîe fact of the residence iii Egvp and the exodus as miere
iîîcense offered to tlic~ nationial self-g lori fi cation.

Ini oplposition to afl this, Prof. Honmmie], iii bis latest book,
'flic Ancicut I-lel)rew Tradlition as lllustrated by th UiMonu-

niieiit." sets liiimself to marslial thîe ce'idence furnislied by
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archacological discovery iii favor of the conitemlporanieous
origini of the historv aiid its substantial accuracy. 0f course it
is oiily at a few points tlhat thec nionuinients touch Uthc Bible
hiistory as yet. But the nuniiibcr is being inicreased ahinost
evecry day, ai(l so far as is goes, liec daimis it supports luis coni-
teîîtioln.

W,ýithiott attcmptinig to <rive aiNytlingi like ani aiialysis of the
book, whIichi could (I0 it nio kiind of justice, it may bC sufficielit
to notc the restilts wvllichi lic clainîis to liave ascertainied. Thcvy

are as follows:
i. Thiat the Israelitcs %vlio followed àlIoses inito the %vil(lcr.*

niess wcx*c îot barbariains.
2. The theorv, thiat the l.4tli chapter of Geniesis, rclatig to

Uhe inivasion of Palestinie iii Abrahiais (la-' 1 Clhcdorlaomcer
anid biis allies, ,vas iiot wvritteni till thîe tii of the Babvioian

captivity. and is miercIy a free rep)ro(duction of thie cunieifornui
recordl bv some learnie( Rabbi, muiist lbe absolutelv rejectc(l.

-'. That a laborious exanination of existing monuments,
iniscriptions anid the likec, forces ils to admit, as an hlistoric
fact, tluat Uhe patriarcu Abraliamn migrated fromn Ur about the

ya1922 B.C., wvlien an Arabian dynasty wvas ruliing over
.;I esol)otaniiia.

4. At the vers' early period vhnJacob and Lalban, Nyvho are

proved to hiave beeni Aramnaeanis, are recordcd iii the Boolz of
Genesis to have entercd 'Mesopotaiiila, an important mnigration
of Arainaeaîîs is kniowvn to liave taken place inito the saine
countrv fromn tlîeir original honme ini the southi-west.

5.The evideiîce of Language affordcd by a conîparisoni of
inscriptions permnits us to assunme conifidently thiat a certain
aud niot inconsi(lerablc portion of thîe tradition oni w'hicli Genie-
sis is 1)ased lîa(I alreadv beeni re(luce1 to îvritiniiin the timie of
M\oses.

6. Lastly, so far froin the persoiîal mianes wlîiclî occur ini

colisi(lerable nunîiiber in thie so-called priestly code, anid especi-
alîr ini the B3ook of Nunîhers, exluibiting anly sncbi chiaracteris-
tics as wvould inidicate a l3abylonishi origiin, tlhey possess, on



8 T'IIL PRESBYPJ4R1À COLLfXIE JOURNAL.

the contrary, the sanie liniguistic features as the Arabiani naines

of the second imilletniiin before Christ, and are cntirelv (lis-

sirnilar to tiiose withi whicli we are l)roughit into relations

<luiringc the tinirs of the Captivity andl of Ezra.

Wlietlier ail thecse conclusions shial 1e found tenable or not,

it iS (mite evi<lent thiat thiev open Up a iiemr period ini the dis-

cuission of tliis intricate question. Mie are sti)l far froin ihaviiîg

heard the hast word, and it is not safe for anyone to assume

tliat the resuits of literary criticism are beycnd question. We

iinay yet hiave a tlîeory whicli will hiold fast the Ihistorical char-

zazcter and( contemîporaneous origin of the Pentateuchi, whihe at

the saine tinme it gives reasonable explanation of the literary

l)ectlliarities whiicli are undoubtedhy perplexing. An original
andl unique attempt at suci a theory lias been furnishied by
Klosterniann in a recent work on the Pentateuich. i-Is view~
is thiat tliere w~as an orig-inal M1osaie Pentateutcli containimg the

nucleus of the legishation and of thîe history hotlu, but thiat

variations in tlîis arose froni the multiplication of copies ini the
differeiît schiools of Jewishi tliouglit %Nlîicli were more or less
in antagonisni, and that our present Pentateucli is sîiply the
result of Ezra's attemipt to liarmionize thiese <iffcrent recenl-

sions witliout seekiug to deci<he betw~een thein. This wvould
explain the peculiarities thiat now appear ini it, and at the sanie
timie preserve its essentially M\,oE;aic cliaracter. It is not iii-

probable that alongr soine such uine as tliis the ultiniate soliMtioii

of the probleni miay be, found.
II.-Pa'-ýssinig iiow froin the Pentateuchi, we find a soniewlîat

siillar controversy as to thîe correctnless of the receivcd Jewislî

history at a niucli later period. viz., thiat of the building of the
second temple on tlîeir return froni the Babylonian captivitv.
According to the Book of Ezra, the fe-andations were laidIlni

the secondh year after the rettîrn during thîe reigu of Cyrus.
tlien iliterrupted by the nmachinations of their jealous iieighl-

bors, and resuiiie<l only sixteen years later in thie reign of
Darius. As long ago as i867, Prof. Schiràder, then ini

Zurichi, called attention to thîe fact thiat thîis statemient
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ivas al)parCntly inconsistcnt witli thc statenients of Iiaggai
and Zechiariali, the contemporary propliets, %vlio say, nothling
about the foundations bcing laidl at an carlier timie, but
speak as if 110 work %vliatever hiad bccî (lone on the
temple until thc timie of Darius. Schirâder's contention
nlla(le little impression until it ivas revivc(l in 1890 by
Kuienen, the fainons professor at Leyden. It tiin provo'ked

a controi'ers\' wvhicli ias in progress at thie timie of lits (leat.li.

Tlie controversv was flot allove(l to dIrop), but Nvas taken up

bv Kostcrs, lus successor in the chair,. and i)resse(l by hiinu to
its niattural conclusion. Not mutchi lias been llear(l of the

niatter ini Engian(l or Amierica, but R;,osters' book, Cfltitle1

" The Restoration of Israel ini the Persian Period," lias niade a

great noise ini I-Iollan(l and Gcrnmany. Onie (loes not won(ler

wîlien it is considcred w'hat his conclusions arc. Ne\,Lgatively,
they inav be state(l as follows:

(i) Tiuat tiiere ivas no retuirn of Jewishi ex--iles under Cyrus.

(2) The temple w~as not buiit by retuirncd exiles at ail, but

by the descendants of those Jews wlio hiad been left in the- land,
and by' w'honi Jcruisaiemi hia( leen re-peopiledl.

(3) eriaeiand Jeshuta ivere îlot tlue leaders of any~ band

of retuiringi e.xiles, but the officiai hieads of the resi(lent comi-
miun ityi' ta had occupie(l jerusaieni.

(4) The wîaiis of jeruisalili werce likevisc rebuilt 1w this

saine community 1111(1er tue leadership of Neliemiiahl.

(5) Tluat Ezra's arrivai at jeruisaleni did îîot take place

l)efore Neliemiali's governorsuip, but onlv after the temple and
the w-alis lîad been bujîlt, %v'hen Nelienuiiali îas governor the

secondi tinie.

Kosteýrs' book, which appeared ini 1895. %v'as folloîved last
-car 1wv ani essay froîîî Dr. Charles Torrey on '4The Composi-

tion and Ilistoricai Vaiue of Ezra-Nýelîeniiah» ini whiici lie
iutterh'. (iscre(lits tlue lîistorical cluaracter of tiiese books.
According to linui, the wvriter distorts facts (ielii)Cratelv and
liabittially ; invents chapter after cliapter with tlie greatest
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freedoni ; and wlhat is niost dangerous of,all, biis Ihistorv is

not wvritten for its oil sake, but in the interest of a onc-sided

thcorv. Thle thieory supposed to pervcrt this wvriter's narra-

tive is thiat the Jews of the Captivity constituted flhe true
Tsrael, and thcev thierefore liad to be represented as doing every-

thiîîg of imîportance iii the revival of the nation and iu the
developient of the new Juldaismn. Tfli author is supposeci
to hlave w-ritten it sonile two liuinlred and fiftv vears after thic

convcntional date of flhc return, w-'ien iii the absence of coll-
teuîporary- histories, the facts were niecessarilv ob)scure and

easilv iniisread.
These (destructive views liave ail along been vigorously coin-

bated b)v Prof. Van Hoonackcr. of Lou-vain. wl'ho mnaintainic

that thiere is no inconsistencv. betwveen Ezra-Nelieiniali on flhc

one band. and Ia-Jacai-7eclîariahi on the otiier ; and thiat tiiere
is Iiar(hly aniv fact inth flc0( Testament better autlienticateci
thani the restoration fromn Babyloîî mnder Cvrus. H-e is iîîdeed
iîîclinced to tliink thiat tiiere lias been sonie dislocation of BCzra*s
narrative. anid tlîat lie did iîot arrive at Jerusalein until a soile-
wvliat later pcriod tlîan is comniîonlv supposed. But otlîerwisc,

lie regards flic book as lîistorical iii the fiull sense. Van 1-bon-

ackcr lias been supporte(l in ]lis views fron a sonicwliat ulncx-
-pecte1 quarter. Prof. Mcycvr, of I-alle, is kniown as, a

tlîorouglîly conîpetcnt sciiolar anîd a sonicevliat advanced critic.

I.ast vear lie publhslied a thorougli-going mvork on ir"Tie Risc

of Jindaisnîi." aniid iii it lie grives the resuits of ]lis investfigation
of the vaiuc of the sources. TRis conclusion is tlîat the Books
of Ezra andi Nelicuijali arc mag~. îadc up of genilc offcial
documents whvli have thic Iîiglîcst historical value. 1-e con-

fcsses the resuit is a surprise even to Iiiluiscîf, as hc wvas quite

prcjîarcd to mîid it otlicrwisc, anid ]lis conclusion ilîav be re-
ga-l( is the outconie of a sufficiciîty uîibiasscd cxanîination.

Tlic discussion is îîot likcly' to coulic to aui endl for soile tinie
yet. but it w-ill bc difficult inidecd, to break the force ofMvrs

atrguniieints. If lic is correct, tlienl the Ilistorv iîiust stn.and
WC nîiav rcst assured tliat the statcinients of Ilaggai aîîd Zchla-
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riali, %vlîen righitly mnderstood, wvi11 be fotind to be iii entire

11.-A tliird critical problem i ichi lias rcceiv'e coilsi(lCr-
able notice of late, especially ini polular discourses and treatises
is tlîat of the Book of Jonali. AU ill~'1 renmemiber hiow~ a e
inolnths ago Dr. Lymian Abbott, of Brooklyn, shocked the
Christiani world 1 y a sermon whîci -%vas aiterwards printed, and
ini whichl lic w'hollv discarded the historical cliaracter of the
book, cxciting- his con gregation to laughiter over it as a fille

piece 0f ironv at the CXI)CUse of the J)rophietic oruer. Thiere
-%vas absoltch'l nothicg îîew ini the thieorv %vlicli lie advocatcd.
it h]avili- 1)eCn loung fainîlizar to students of the Old Te'stament.
Bult it was set forthi in sucli a Nvav as to le niecdlesslv, off ensive.
and at once Icd to the rept(liation of ',lis views iii formnai reso-
hittion byv the Coligregational Associ-ation of the district. It
lias also led to the appearance of several popular treatises on
01(1 Testamient criticîsmn, sucli as Behirend's "' OId Testament
undcr ]-.ire," and Tow'nsend('s "'Story of Jonahi ini the Lighit of
1ligluer Criticism."' Tiiese treatises. w'Iiie vigorous and initer-
cstingi, contain nothing thlat-is spccially new~ or decisive. Thleir
interest lies nîaiilv ini the fiact tliat questions of criticisnîi are
liereaftcr Iikelvy to be carried inito the popular areina inistead
of bcing confinied, ý-is hlitherto. inilv to schiolarly circles.
Perhiaps this is incvitaible. but it is nîuchi to be regretted. for
it is aliiîost certain thait a discussion carricd on under sucli
cutciiim.tanices wvilI be made to turn Largely on do«îniatic coni-
siderations adbe inarked by a good deal of personal feeling.
Ad captandin argumiients sucli as nîiost appeal to the popullar
mmiid cani nleer be ultiniatch' decisive. Iii thlis Jonali disculs-
sion, for instance, the rcfercnccs,nîiadc to the proplîet's experi-
ences 1w Clirist are supposed by iiialiv to set at rest for ever
the hlistorical character of the nlarrative, uniless Christ is to bc
coîîvicted of ignorance and Bis Divinity illipug-ncd. But sucli
iniferc.nccs front langulage, aside fronii the miain purpose of the
speaker, hiave too oftcn proved unwarrantcd andi ÏIlusory to
mlakce it safe for us to p)lace aîiy great depcndence on tlieni.
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Tlie folly of arguing froni the words of Scripturc against the
conclusions of astrononiv, gcologY or biology oughit to be
too %v'ell understood now to hiave it repcated inin atters of
literary criticismn. lIn vîew of Chirist's own frcc use of fiction
in 1lis nuniiierous parables, we: niust admit the possibility of
fiction in the niake-up of 01(1 Testamient Iiteraturc as w~eli, and
the (leterniination of the question as to w'liether the Book ÇÀ
Jonalh 15 SQ or not niust be ieft to the kind of arguments pro-

per for -a literary discussion. XIX' ow'n mmd inclines to the
historicail view of the book, tlîoilgh I confess not without sonie
hiesitation. But I find nivself uîîable to base this conclusion
witli anv confidence upon the words of, Christ. Mhe canonical
epistie of Jude refers, for purpose of illustration, to w'hat ail
adImit %vere onlv current tra(litional fictions, w'itlhout vouchin g
for thieir hiistorical truthi. Chirist wzis nîorally at liberty to do
the saine if Hie chose, %ithout iurthier responsibility.

This.point not unniiaiurally. lea(ls to a fcw renîarks on a mat-
ter wvith. wvhichi this paper nuav fitlv close, viz.. the attitude of
the evangelical tlîeologyian to thic niethods of the J-iher Cnit-
icismi. \Vithi nianiv it lias becomie a sort of flxed principle that
the w'hole subject is simply a produet of rationalizing scep-
ticisnî,. whîclh canniot Ibe too severelv reprobated andi
(lenouniced. tliat it is a (levice of unbllelievinig men to uidernune

thie autlioritv of thle BDible, with %vllicli no one w~ho v'alues the
Gospel can hiave aliv possible sympathv. Sonie colon lins bemn
lent to this contention, and sonie justification afforded for tliis
attitudeC, 1w thc fact that soi of tiiose who have beenl promii-
lient as IB.iblical critics hav'e been unibelicving mcei, and tliat
thecir conclusions have sonietinies been appealed to by cneiies
of the Gospel for the purpose of discrechting its clainîs. But
the saine lias been truc of everv ncw science brouglit to birthi
ini modern tinmes. Tie Copennican astrolinv threw thic ortlio-
(lox cliurch into a p-anic. and its advocates liad to ran the

gunitiet of the Inquisition. \lany' still living can remiember
hio:. geoiogy %vas (Ilnounicc( as a foc of religrioi., ani iiow1
Danrvin's "0rigin of Speccies"' was regandeci as the cliief infidel
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book of the (lay. It is surely the ven est stupidity for the

fricnds of Chiristialnity to allow thieniselves to bc stanipeded 1:.'

every unfamîiliar souuid, and to suppose the ark of God to lie

in (langer evcry tine the cart is uneIxI)cte(liy shaken. Sucli

an attitude is wortlîv onlv of obscurvantists, and is one of the

things wbiicbi is apt to iiiake evanigelical Chiristianity contenîp-

tible in thec eves of thinkingr men. Let ils mieet it ratir withi

faithi ii the future of our religion,- and wvith inids open to ail]

trnlth. B3iblical criticisii is a genuine science. and nust be
trcate(l as sncbi. If the resits reaclicd b)v soniie cnitics are

uniw'arranted andl extremie, thcn we nuîist confidcntlv n'ait unltil

thev are corrected bv clearer thinkers ani more patient inives-

tigfators, as lias aireadv been notablv the case ini regard1 to the

Gospels. If the conclusions reaclied are truc, howcvcr stant-

iing. no anlinut of shirielzing can niiakze thieni othiervise, -and

we muiist learn to adjust our thinking to the iiew~ facts tliat bave
been reî'ealed. It lias not liithierto been foulnd impossible io

(1o 50 in othier dlirections without daiage to the cause of reli-
gion. We nias- rcst assured tlhat thec Bible wvililultiniatclv lx'

i0ouîîd tri be in liarnion' %vith flhe ascertaiined resuits of ail truc
science.
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EN ROUTE FOR HONAN.

Dear Mr obertsoni--

Since parting w'ithi vou ini Montreai a fortnighit
ago, I have corne as far as Victoria on t'he %vav to China, and

look back now on Canada from the western frontier of thec

Dominion. Exactly eiglit ycars ago this very nîontli, 1 was
crossing part of t1îeý-conitinient of Europe on.ni way to China

bv the ea-stcrii route. Ail the c-xperiences incidentai to pionecr
Missionary %work ini the interior of the Celestiai Empire wcre
theni ahiead of nie. Tliev hiave but -,vlettcd iiv desire for work

anlionig the Honanese.
Duriing the past ten niontlis. it lias been niv privilege to

learn nmore regYardingy Canada and the Canadianls than liaci

been possible for nie while stndyl-ing ini Monitreal. It lias bev:n

niv good fortunel to find out nînicli regarding the Chlurchies ini

geîieral. anîd our belovcd Presbyterian Clmnrchi ini particular.
Soniie of the thoughits, suggcsted and impressions miade ý-wvill
conie out iii the sequci.

In goilig, throu-l hiubec and Ontairio, I hecard in ý,i îav
congregations of the solid worlc do0nc ly the ca-,rîr settiers.
.\a,.îl' of tiiese mien caine froili cauintries fav'ourcd \vith the

presctice oi a pure Gospel, and carried withi tlîeirt to Canadta
convictionis anîd principles awa-ýkencd( and s-treng-Lhïellecd by the
WVord of the Living, GIo(.

Thev wverc meni of the type this great Dominion required

for Iaying the foundation of a truc and progressive civilizatioin.
Riltnabi !hav'e thec donc1 thecir work. Caniada owcs thenli

a dcbt of gratitude. anid shiould -sa-credl\- cherish ail muexuorials
of thin. Tii thcsc Provinces the founclationis liavell1,ecnl laid.

pioncer %'ork lias beccn done, thic counitrv there is -,vcl1 settIcd,
and:conîing generations wvill kn-io\ how ta prizc and preu

ate the institutions- and principlcs so ncccssarv to the truc suc-

ccss ai this country. 'May. wc not hiope thiat the central
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portion of the great C(IificC of our Canladian Chîristian civiliza-

tion Neill.-gro%%? to s uchi statelv proportions as to (Io hionour to

the land and (lraw the attention of older lands as we'c1 ?
Comm g w,,\es-twvardl througi 'Manitoba and thie adjoitiing- Pro-

vinces. thouglits of -a soncwlîat differcut nature aîrc raiscd.
Tliere it is literallv truc thiat thiere rcmains yet x'cry imuci
landi to l)e possesscd. Thiere arc hutndrcds of homes and fari

stea(liigs now. Tlicrc wil1 be thousands of thiese in thc future.

Cities. tow'ns and villages wvill yet spring ni) on the grreat

p)rairies. as well as in the vallcvs an(d on the miounltain si(les.
It,,vil1 yet be true of these western Iparts that The wilde.rness,

and the solitary place shall be glaci for thcni an(l the (lescrt
shial rejoice, and blossomn as the rosc." Thc pasturcs wvill then

be clotlied with flocks. the valley-s covcrcd ov'er %vitli corni,
whiile imen îvill shout, for joy and sing. Wh]iil incli pioncer
work of the highest order, aMid which wvill endure the severcst
tests lias beecn donc hiere. imîichi y't reinains to I)C (101e.
Churches must bc built and inaintanîied. Schools imnst bc
erccted and supportcd. Cliristiain homes and licil)ful inifluences

iiust be provided andl scattere1 aIl over thiese western Parts.
Great %voriz lias been (lonc alrca1v. Noble men bave (lone an(d
arc (bing work of the first order thiere now. Outr <Chtrchies
do not kniow how wcll tlicv arc rcprcscnted 1»'- the nien at the
front. If tliev knew it. qtirciv- thcy %voul(1 feel igh ier -adnmira-
lion for theni. give more cencrously to aid t1heni. and pray
more. frcçc1ucntl-, ini tleir beliaif.

God lias givenl to Cîaiîsa goodly hceritagce in this great:

Dominion. 1-Be lias a riglit to expcct muiichi of those to Nviioni
so iiiichi tliat is good 'lias b)een g-ive,,. Students for t1ic
Chîristian iniistry imav w~ell feci anixious as to thecir abilitv to

sustain the responsibilities entailed on thein in Canada. Canad
slîozuld he cvangehclzedl and Chiristianiiized. Tlhat -mill cali for
more licroic.efforts on the part of the Chiurelies of thîis land
thlnaï even thicv li av' y'ct pu t fort l. Probi) llit is-îot fuili
li(licerstOo)d by nliaîy as yet liow great the work is thiat reniains
te be donc. Surely our *Univcrsitics and Colleges wvill turn
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out flot oiiIy. nîcu wvho %vill aid inii uncairthinig Canada's vTast
iiiiiral researclies, but alsa those w~ho w;Ill lead in building til
a grawuîg, aggrcssivc, enterprising, Chirist-exaltiîîg anîd evan-

-elistie Christian Chutrchi. Tliat sucli may 1c the case wvill

always l)e the prayer of mvi Ilîart.

M'liiIc I thlns love Canada. aii(l rcjoicc in the hieritage given
ta its people, and thanlc God for the meni called of I-inii ta dIo

1-is Nvoîk ini the land, thlipathi of dult\ leads nie beyond. To-

îîjç-lit I emibark for i-Inan. Cliua's mîilions have stronoger

clainis an nir life thian Caniada's ia-ve. 'i'eir xiccd is very

muiich greater. Thieir dlestitution is more appalling. Thecir

future far more (loubtfui. Becauise the nccd is sa great, the
cali so urgent, tihe oportuniities so mnmerous, and. the laborers

sa. fewi, we dare iiot licstitate ta say tliat ve ,lo\-e China marc

than Canada. A timie ta favour tliat vast empire is fast
appraaclîing, if it lias nat aircady camce. Piancers arc louch

call for tiiere toa. 1-lonan nîecls mien wî'ha are îvilling ta dIo
fainidation M \ýissioîîary w-ork. Our Prcsbytcrian Cliîurci lias
,a slîare fallen ta lier lot ini the work of evanigclizing the
Cliliiese 1Einpire. It is not surcly asking too,. nici of lier tlîat
slie scîid thiere sanie af'-the bcst mîenî and îvyoîîîeîî at lier dis-

posai. The eî'axgelist is xîeeded Nvlio, is i)reparcd ta sow the
«oa0d scc(l of flc hiiigdloîîiii n tndreds of v'illages as yet unt%-
v-isite(l b) ani' aîiibassador cf jesus Christ.

Tie Chîristianî (lctar is rcquircd wiîo will give lus life ta the
-vork af cîiring discase. reîîîoviîg, suspicion, wviiîxîiîîg confti-

dcncc, and( prci)aring the w'aylof thec Lard aîîîong the Hoîîan-
ce. Chîristian ladies are callcd for wlio will rejaice ini thZ
privilege of beiîîg permîitted sta wiii tlieir hicatieî sisters for
Christ. The Chîristian tcaciîcr is xîceded w'iîo wvill 1e capable
afimxîaliîîg the conîpiex cliaracter of the Clinese couverts
after Clirist's patternî, anîd trainîing meni tlîcre wlio ivili be the
,evaî,igelizcrs of China. ?lnare ini denîiand -%vlia wviIl knaw lîow
ta aid iii establisiig in 1-Haîîan a 'self-suppartiîîg, seif-gover-

iîD aîdsi-rpgtiîîg native Clîuirci wliiclî wiil in caîilîg(
years 1e in(lcpefldelit -of Canaidiaiî suppart. Cliristianity nîust
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be proclainmed in every village, town and city inii ortlh l-loni.

Mfic idol temple only mieets us ini thesc now. Is it flot Clirist's

desire and purpos to have a Christian Chuirchi conlfronting

every lieathcun teniffle ? If China's hioary'superstitions are.to

be overtlirovn, if lier idolatry is to lbe subvertcd, if lier tcelniig
millions are Ito kuiow the good tidings of great joy, if Christ is

to sec of the travail of 1-is soul and to l)e satisfied thiere, tlii,
whîile inuclh worlz lias'been donc and is beiîîg donc niow, very

iiuich riore miust lbe donc in the future.

1las not tliis great ýwork particularly strong dlaims on the
attention of Christian studenits ? Truc, thiev caninot all, iior
even ini anv considerable numibers, be expected to go to China.
Thiev can , hiowever, prepare for beilng truc Missiouary pastors.
They cai (liscover and declare the -Missionary spirit and prin-
ciples of the Bible. Thcy cari know God's teacliing regarding
idolatrv in the past, andl history's verdlict regardilig its (legra(l-
ing resuits. Thley cari show the iarnmony e.xisting betweeni
ail branches of thie.\Master's worlz ini cvcry portion of the world-
%vi(de fieldl. Thiev cari niakeiknown wl'hat thec Protestant nations
of Europe. as w~ell as Canada, are inidcbted Io '.Missions for.
al hioi gyreat, consccjuentlvr thleir (lcbt is to the evailgclized

portions of the worl(l. Thicy cani aid in training young men ani
womcn to have an .intclligent and( sympathectie interest in is-
sionis, ami aid too ini directing sonie of thiem to sphieres'of
service on the iNssion field. Thcv cari assist ini getting con-

gregations to respond generously to the dlaims of Home andl
1?oreigi ïMission fields, anld direct iii bIelievîng- prayer to God

the thotighits of multitudes of persons. Thev can gi ve Christ
I-is PCerless place in pJreachling alid taig.and aid ini devel-

oping a MAission-ary spirit after the examiple of, and on thîe Elles
laid down by, 'Heavcn's great ïMissionary. They. cari show
liow~ I-is principics are slowly but surelv rcvoliutioniizing<, the
worl(l. lringing to and kecping at the front the noinially
Christian mations, and1 drawiîig towvards Iiiin the attention of
the w'orld. Tile Missionary spirit, as Dr. A. MaI,,cLarel lias wvcll
said. is but the Christian spirit turned ini a definite direction.
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and cali oil 1be stista-i,îcid as thcre is a v'igorous Christian life

behiind it. Give Christ 1-is righitful place in our Christian
Cntcrî)rises, and( ihc .mietlods 1)urstIe( by somle, as wcll as the
hobbies and theiories propoinidcd by othiers, wvill perishi beueath
1-is g-aze. Thie coninmand to evangelize the %vorld lias emlan-

atcd froin lim. Mhe powver with whichi to dIo it wvi1l 1>e
stupphcd 1w 1-im. 1-lis Personal Presence is assured to 1-is
servants tîîntil theiwý%-ork is donc1. Th'lere is iiiicli reinaining to
be cloue 1w Chrisiani Stu(lents whien they occupy the respon-
sible p)osition of aînbassadors for Christ.,

It remains to be added that thec lifc-long attitude of niaîîv
stuc(lenlt-stowvardls! .Missioins at homie and abroad wvill be clccidcde(
d(lurîng tlicir col Icgc davs. It is of the ttîost importance then

tlîat the\ decide wisclv. in ifi i viev lof the facts of the case.
?d nv 'ill bc cailled of Goci to spend their lives in Canada.

Tlhev should surcly klioNv' wv1îre the need-ïs çgreatcst, and be

preparecl to spend life wl'herc it caîl be investcd for God 'to thic
best aidvantage. Th'le ainint of init%-rest taken iii the evani-
gelization of the hieatiien bx- man)? of Canada's congregations

,,v'i11 dcpend largely on the Nvork donc ini instructing thicmi by
their pastors and teachcrs. A Cliurchi thiat is blessed with a
t'11h evangelical iiiiiistry cannot fail of being cvaiugc-listic in

its iniethods and purposes. 'fhe study of mîoderni\I issionis in
soine of tlîeir aspects wvil1 vvell repay the Christian student.
1le w~ill be able to add to bis apologctics niany convincing,
arguments drawn froin the Mlission fièlds. Thie Chiurchi of the

twcntiethl cenitury w~il1 surely (I0 more to wini the world for
Chit ygiviug Christ' lo the wvorl than that o! the nineteenth

lias donce. Thlis lias been a preparatory century. ýMissionary
resuits hiave amiply vindicated the wisdomn and faith of their

founders. \Vc have a righit to expect greater things, hiowcver.
The-studeuts of to-day mnay live to sec the tiniie wlien the Gos-
pel xvill be 1)reaclie1 lui evcry language of earthi. Thcey nîiay
li've to talze part lu thec final stages of the great confiict of the

agles. Clîristianitv is in the world to stay. It is hiere to Nail-

c1uisl evcry false faitli, c-very' shiallo;v philosophy, and ail the
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obstacles whichi Satail, throughi man's pride, prejudice and sin,
pints ini its path. God's eternal purpose cannot fail of accomi-

plislinient. We inay, howevcr, lose mucli of pricelcss value
ta oursclves by iiot being prepared to assist in carrying it for-
wvard. To you, ni> fello%\,-stuidcnts, wvil1 be assigncd a fair
share of the great work of the Chutrchi in Caniada during the

e arlier (lecades of the comntry now at lband. Sec ta it tliat it w~ill
* bc douie so as ta tell iii the far distant Chinas as w~ell. Look-

ing baclc to Canada, I tliankil- God for College companions, for
wise anid able teachers, for fornmative aind strengrthcningi iii-

fluences. Looking forward ta China, I look for greater wark
ta bc donc there than any God lias yet donc by aur M-ission
in the past. Looking uipward ta 1leaven, we sec Hinm, whose
we are anid %v'honi m.ve serve, beckaniing us onward ta the
greatest %vork an earth ta-day.

MURDOCIH AKEZE

V7 ictoria, Oct. lith, 1897.
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A THANKSGIVING HYMNM.

IBless the Lord, ail 1-is works, ini ail places of I-is dominion;
bless. the Lord, O miy soul.e'

Thianks to the Lord ! Jet uis ail corne confessing

Gladiy His goodness, sinccreiy I-is praise
Thanks to the: Lord ! for the springs of His blessing

\Vide He hiathi opeined and flooded our days 1
Thiaiiks to the Lord, the Provider and Keeper,

Slniberless, sleepless, conlpassionate, near 1
Thianks to the Lord for the spoil of the reaper

Tliaiiks to the Lord for the peace 'of the y'ear
Thianks to the Lord ! Tliankls to the Lord

Tlianks to the Lord, Jet the hieart of iniotion

Offer, inipressed w~itIi 1-is k-idness and love

TIianks to the Lord Jet the lips of devotion

lJtter in pray'er to be wafted above!
Thanks to, the Lord, Jet the sacred hivrnni tender,-

Fuii-volinnied choruis andI heart-felt refrain!
Thanks to thec Lord let the org-an's voice render

'1hlroughi the highi vaults of the consecrate fane
Tianilzs to thec Lordc ! Tlhanks to the Lord

Thianks to the Lord ! let His Spirit's anointed

Cail on 1-is worshiipping saints to adore!
T lanks to the Lord, in the season. appointed

Let the wliole Chutrchi Universal ouit)our!
Thiankls to the Lord ! let earthi's uitternmost regions

Lift the glad tribute of races on highl

Tlianks, Jet the choirs of the hieavenly legions,
Angels, archiangels, re(Jeemie( ones, reply

Thianks to the Lord ! Thanks to the Lord
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Tlianks to thec Lord ! let Bis -wofdrous creation,

Spaces of licaven and decps of ilie sea,
Planet-girt stars of the Ioftiest station,

Stins and Nv'ord-systeins of lesse.r degree,
Earthi withi eci continent, island and river,,

?vf-ouiitaiin and valley, lake, forest anid field,

join ini extolling tic bountiful Giv'er,
Tianks to ticir iMaker and Govi!riior yield

Thanks to the Lord ! Tlianks -to the Lord

Tlianks to the Lord ! let thie trun1p of tic thundcer,

Druni of thc carthquake, and pipe of thc blast,
Atmosphcrec over us, fire-floods under,

Snow, raixi, and hiail, tlhat about us arc cast,
Cataracts falliing), and ocean %v'avcs swelling,

Lightningand clouds, the gyreat anthcm upraise.

Tell niear and far oî Bis goodness excelling,
Till thie wliole universe throbs Nviti His praise

Thanks to thi2 Lord !Thanks to tic Lord!

W. ÏM. MAÇKE RACHER.

Mvaisonneuve, Nrýov., 1897.
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THE APOLOGETIC OUTLOOK.

\Vatcliman. vliat of the niglit ? What of the siguis of the
times ? H-1ow goes the battle between faith and unbelief
Are the followers of the despised anid crucified Nazarene being
igiininiiously driven fromi the field ? Will ail traces of their
existenice anid maniifoid works and strugglcs be swept from the
face of thc earth before the (lawn of the twentieth century ?

So somte people devoutly wishi, and others, throughi ignor-
anice, conistitutional tinudity or tyrannous credulity, conclude
ihait this must sooiier or later be the issue. The fomndations
are out of course, aiid what can the rîghteoils do ? Thc world
is growý.iing worse and worse. Unibelicf is iii the ascenidant.
Tniquity evcryw'here abounds, and nio mani is to bc trusted.
Those whio profess adhierenice to the Bible anid to crecds anid
confessions arc liars anid -hypocrites. A moral aiid rcligious

cataclis is at hani, iii which etliics and thcology and ail
fornis of priestcraft aiid ecclesiasticism w-ill su(l(lCnlv disp
pear. So it is predictCd.

But I vecnture to tliiik that the exultant sccptic who confi-
dently delivers the prophccy anld the tiniorous saint trenibling
for the ark of GocI are both w'rong.

We shall not spCc(lily sec the éend of Christianity anyv more
thani the wvreck and rmin of God Aimighty's gyovernuiienit. The
indications arc stronigly ini the opposite direction. The unii-
versai triumph of Christianity anid the final ovcrthrow of the
eneniies of God is wvhat we are warraintcd to expect. Ail aing
the line of conflict victory is oni the Lord's side. H4e lias neyer
been defeatcd, and nieyer can be. Meni rashly imaginie that
His loing,-stuffering-, forblea-ranice, the slow majestic movemenits

of His providenice, meanis defeat. They forget that there is
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nio iieed of hiaste withi the Alnîiiglity ini accomplisliing I-lis pu~r-
poses, because a tlîousand yecars withi 1-uni are as one (lav, anid
oiie day as a tlîousaxid years. They ignore the %vonders H-e
biath already wvrouglit as the ple(lge ani guarantee of whiat is to
corne. " The Lord biath buit Zion. J-e hiatl apcearel iii
I-is glory." And flot one of the stroiigholdls o! His truthi
lias been shiattered or inmpaired by tlie persistent and couicciu-
trate(l efforts of dlestructive criticîsin.

Wiat article o! the Cliristian faith bias been shiown to he
false ? îNot one. Hunmah superstitions, mnisinterpretationis
aind perversions of thc truth have been exposed as thevy de-

serve(l to be ; anid loyers of the WVord shiould 1)c thianklftl to
thiose wvbo have set theinselves to tliis work o! l)uriifica-tioni,
wvhiclb possibly is flot yet fully accornplîshied. Thiis is not
defeat, but reformation andl victory. Mie dlaim thiat amid
ail the din of miodern controversy, the fundamental articles oi
faith uponi w'hichi Cliristendomn is agrree(l are undisturbe'i.
Thie evidence ini support of what is really essenitial to Cliristianl
life aiid (loctrinie lias accumnulated with overwhlîehîîing foi-ce
by the iI)arallele1 discoveries andl growth o! knowledge dur-
ing thiis ieteenth century. To nrake this apparent. anid
that mrC rnay uiiderstaiid tlie presenit apologetic outlook. I pro-
pose to glance alonig soine o! the Iines on wliich tlîeological
science lias recenitly miade advancenîent, and our enîibarrass-
mfift liere is tue vastness of the field tlîat ouglit to be surveyed.

T. Thiere lias been progress ini the textual criticisim o! the
OId and thie New~ Testaments.

Sonie tliings in this great wvork are intricate and extremeiv
clifficuit, deinandinig thie ripest schiolarslipl and caliuest jud-

int oni the part of tiiose wlio lianche tlheni :but othiers are

simple and easy, andl shiotld bc made know\n to ail. lis
ol)ject is the restoration o! flic exact w~ords of the original
bîblical wvritex-s whose autogyraplîic rnanuscripts have ail been
Iost. Thiis obviously fundaniental taskz lias been in iid with

distingcuislied scliolars for niarxy cenituries ; and b)Y grreat and
paiiistaking labors they have traced inuitely the wonderful



24 'IIE J>RESBYTIERIAN COLLEGE JOURNVAL.

providential process by whichi the WVord of God lias conie
into our possession, and we have to-day more ample meanls

tlîan ever before since apostolie and eal3 post-apostolic tinles
of making sure that ini accepting the Bible we have not fol-

lowcd cunningly-devised fables. How is this ?
In the case of the I-Iebrewv Scriptures, we have numerous

nîanuscripts consisting of Synaglogule Roils, Lectionaries.
and manuscripts for private use, most of thein dating froin
thec tenth century, andl sonme of thein recentlv discovered in

India and China. Thev ail show a renîarkable nîcasure of
agreement, the variationis aniong thein being of vcry trifling

significance ; so thlat there are goo(l reasonis to conclude that
we have in our hianals substalntially th-- sacred text edited by
thie two inspired prophets IEzra and Nehenîiah., and " the mii

of the Great Synag<ogue."
This text wvas lse(l by' the Jcws down to the Christianî era.

and froni that date to the sixthi or seventh century is knownl
to have been cliaracternzed 1w thc utinost fixitv' and unifor-

mnity. Its purity wvas guarded by the Rabbis -nith most jcalous

caire. And the inans at our commîand for the critical study
of thc I-eb)re;vý. text cannot be regarded as nmeagre wl'hen it Is
remembered that Doctors Kennicott and De Rossi at Oxford

il' 1780 collafted about nine hundred manuscripts. Besides
thcesc wc have numerous translations into (lifferelit langua-es,

such as thc Peshitto or Svrian, and the Latin Vulgate, bothl

nî(edirect from the I-ebrew. thc Septuagint, and the thirec

Grcek versions of Aquila. Synmachus and Thleodotion, 'andl
mnanv others of secondary importance.

Onr applianccs for deaiing -wit1î the Greekz tcxt of flheNc
Testament arc stili nmore abundan~t. \Ve have over loo M\SS.
ini IUical or calpital letters, and 2,800 cursive manuscripts.

Several of flhc former, sucli as the Codex \Taticanus. Codex

Alerandrinus and Codex Sinaiticus datc as carly' as the fourthi

and flfth century. The last inmcd, flhc Sinaitic MS., wvas (lis-

covercd l)y Dr. Tiscliendorf in 1859, and is regar(le( 1y îaliv

schiolars as thec most valuable of thei ail. It wvas ilot, of
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course, accessible, neitiier %vas the Vatican MJS., to those whio

muade ouir authorizcd Englishi version ini 16m, but was made

use of alongc îvithi mainy other sources of information in seutl-

incr the text of the Revisers iii 1870-1894.
AdU to ail tiiese iniv ancient andl modern versions whiclî

I have not referred to, and innuniiierable quotations zand, critical

conînents byv Grcck and Latin Fathiers, along withi storcs of

inatter fumnislicd by recent scientific explorations in thec Orienit.

and vou cari formi somne adequlate idea of thec vast and varie(l

apI)aratus at the conmand of schiolars for the purposes of

textulal criticisnii.
You nhaN' ask, XVhiat is the outconie of it ail ? I-as thie

Cliurcli during thiis Victorian era furnishied schiolars of sufi-

dient learing and skill to hiandie ail this inaterial successfillv

Certainilv.
Do I iieed to rcinind you of Tregelles, Tischcendorf, Delit-

zclî, Fiirst', Alford, Ellicott, W-escott, 1-ort. Scrivencer, Gins-

bu)irg and inanv otiiers?

It is, tiierefore. no vain boast to say thiat (lurinig the last

fift v s-ars we have nmade decided progrcss ini eliiniating fronii
the original tcxt errors arising froni transcription andl othier

causes-thuts establishiing more firnîly the very founidationis oi

our faitli b) iiîakiîîg sure thlat w'e have in- evcry case flhc words

at first deliv'ered by lioly men wlho spakze -froîii God being
inoved bv. thc H-oly' Ghiost."

2. Mie apologctic outlook is clieeriun- ow'in- to the accil-

inulation of cvidelice confirmiatory of the lîistorical character

of the Oid Testamnt ili opposition to those wlio treat its nar-
rativesg as distorted traditions andnvtlis.

*P -ogress in this respect is nîiainily duc to thie scicutific and
critical study of ancient records. and especiallv to discoveries;

* ini Oriental comnties during the prescint century. E gypt lias

bensarclied as ixcvcr before. Prcviouslv our kciiowicdI-e
of this wonlderfuil Ianld, of its people, thleir custoins, and rcligio, s

beliefs; w-as derived froni Grcek w'riters sucli as Diodoruis -Sicu-
luszand HeIrodlotuis, and froîn brief biblical stateniients. Thiese
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%vere niecgre and insufficient sources of information. N-a tiv-eC

records wverc long locked up) in absolultc secrcv. Fromî the
Sixtcentli century to, the end of eighiteenth sclholars ini ai] parts
of Europe made înaliv unistccessful attcmpts to read Eg pia
inscriptions: but the kzev to tiieni w~as îîot found unitil the dis-
coverrý' of the " R osetta Stone e" by a Ercucli officer in 1790,?
an(1 the deciphiermient of its trilingual inscription in Greek,
Ilieroglvy)lics an(l deniotie, or the lanouiage of the coninion

Ï1ý - b bD

people. Ili the course of military events flhc stonie wvas sur.."-
ren(lere(l 1w the Frcnchi to the 1Engilishi. andl finallv presentced
to the ]3'ritisli \fuscunî. wlherc it deservedIv occupies a conl-

spictious place. Thie Grcck inscription \vlichi is a transla-tion
of the hicroglvphics furnishied the mneans of readinig thiei.

Tlhc (istiniguislhed mnies that standl coninected wvit1î this
nuost valuiable discovcrv arc Silvester (le Sacy, Akcrbald the
Siveed. andI Thos. Vounlg, w-11o p)l)blislc(l the results of his
labors in 1827. But the hionor of being tic first to read liiero-
glyplîics accuratelv belongs to Chiampolion. Gerniani and(
Engylisiî schiolars aitcrwards tested and vcrificd bis mctlhod,
ind .ioiw hieroglvphic inscriptions are read as easilv as if thev
%vere written ini Englislî.

This greait acliievenlient Stimiulat.d the Goverrnîîîeuts of
rianand Europe to inake excavations ili seaircli of the

buried ruis o! Egvta citles, and to collect antiquities o!
ail sorts. WVealtliv privale travellers also, embiarkced iii the
saine enterprise ; andl the result o! thecir colibinc(l efforts is

ilhat we uuesadIlle social and political lie. nld Uie reli-
gions, beliefs o! ancient Egypt as ilever before. \Vc hlave also
abulant confirînatorv evidcncce of the truth of Bible Ilistory.
WC Cali Oîlv mention a fcw instances. Talke. for xîpc
the historv o! Joscph and of the cruel andl protracteal oppres-
Sion of thie saeitcs der tlic Pliaraohls. -l'lie inscriptions

ieil low RissIL boasteal tliat ;Ill ]lis great buildings wvere
crecteal by captives alîd not by native Egpin.His Sciîîitic
slaves hiflt ini store-citics. the rulins o! whicl liave bcîî dis-
coverc(l. Oile of thleni. Pithioni. whicli signifies flthc abocle
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oTn,"the god of thc setting sunii, lias been fuillv i<lentified.

lIs store- chianîb)ers are constructed of suii-(ried bricks answer-

in g exactly to flhe 1\1osaic account of fliose miade by the Isracl-

ites. soine being Nule iii<1 aloine and otiiers containing stra%%w
stiuhble and reeds.

ï\Iencphithial Il., the iaraohi o.f the Exodus, came to the
throne shortly before tlle return of i-1oscs to Egvpt after his
sojourn ini the land of M.\idliani, and the account given by niionu-
mental inscriptions of his tvranny, treachecrv. vacillation aild

cowiarclice agrees tiiorouglhy with bhis character as delincatud
ini Scriptuire. M--Iany more siniiar instances mnighit bc citcd
but the lizuiits of this address oblige mne to give oil sp)ecinîC;îsi.

Thie great library of Nieefouinded bv Sennachierib.,
Esa,,riiaddoli alid Assair-bani-Pal, -w'as discovereçl 1w Sir I-Ieurv
Layard in 18.45. Twcnitv-two thousand of its bricks alnd
terra cotta tablets inscribed in iiiueiforni letters arc now in thle
British Mfuseum. This forin of îvritinig is as olci, ait least. as
B.C. 3.800, aind coiitiiueci iii use down to 13.C. S0. The dcci-
phierient of it by tlle labors of Lasseji. N'\-orris. H incks. and
especiallv Sir I-enirv Raîvlin soni, lias throwvn open to uls tlle
ireasuires of this woinderlutl library aid lias shiet a flood i freshi
lit uipon Ilie historv of 13abylVonia andi :ssvria. and estab)-

lislied i te accuracv of 01<1 Testament allusions to the sove-
reignls. UIl people. the political institutions. Ille wars andi con-

q1eStS. Ille Social 'clstonîis antid religiolns bclieck of these Colin-
tes.

But Palestine, aim~e all Oriental couultrics. is thazt iupon
wVlilch Ciistian initercst lbas l)I,ecn lwvs Conicenitrateti. ani vet
hiow~ iu-lioriît 0f it Nvere even euaeipeople at thle bed-iin«ii
of tlîis cenlturv. Wita narkcd changel<- in tlis respect bas
acen wrougllit %vitliiiî our ownl lifetinie. \Ve are no longet.r

tipetiutupon josephuls andi thec roinantic stories of tlle
Crulsatis for our information aibout the HolN Landi. he
Palestinie Exploration Funid. fornicti ili i 65. set on foot ai
ii0veilicilt, stili ini progress, 1w whiicli excavatiolis wcrc starte(l
at Jcrusalciii andi prosecuteti elsew'h lcre witlî gratifying rcsnhts
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in 4-iie face of formidable clifficulties. Th'Ie etInologyv, gYeology,
an(l ilattîral lîistorN' of the countrv, south, east and nortlî have
also been carefully studied, and a1 trigononietrical survey lias
becîî madle of Wlestern Paetie accurately localiziflg tow'ns,
villages, etc.

A company of Englishi scientists andj engrineers ini 1868 un-
dertook the stirver of theSinaitic Peninsula, the report of which
ini ffive large folio vrolumes, containing a great mass of valu-
able mnatter and thrce thousand copies of inscriptions, .%,as
publishedl by auithority of thc Britishi Treasury ini 1872. 'hus
stores of thioroughzlly authentie information are daîly accuinu-
lating and fuirnishing incontrov'ertible evidence of the truth

and historîcal accuiracv of Scripture, theologianis and scientist[s
of ail classes being unite (l in this goodl apologetic work.

Bult here it .nas be askedl, \Vlat of the i-Iigher Crities?
Have they flot unsettIC(l evcrythi ng ? Certainil not. Thiat
thev-% have ev'inced conid(lrable follv an(l donc abundant mis-*
chief and( soie goo(l goes %vitlhout saying.

It is not nccessary, hoivever. to denounce theni indiscri-
nîinatelv as wickcdI unlbelicvers. Some of thenli are pious min
of pure intentions ai-id ighl attainnments and sonie are singu-
janvy (lestitute of judlicial calmuness and the truc scientific spirit.

But their verN- rashiness and olarinn blunlders. hlistorical and

ethical, have drawNv competent scholars into the fields thev
travcrse, and the resuits of tlîeir labors arec dean gain to thc-
logy an(l religion. We~ mnust flot bog that the e.,plosunre of
rckless theonies -and assertions is ultimiately hlcpful to Chnris-

tian people -whlo anc not qulaiificd to inivestigate for theinselves
,abstruse and conmplicatcd subjects. It makzes theini strongen

belicvrns to fiud thant God's tnuth alwavs prevails. They learn

tQ p0sc55 tI-ii soulls in patience, and not to 1e panic-striken
as if the w'yorldl wcnc tunnedl upside dlown, or thc Alimighitv wven

being dethroned hy the noise of thic newspapens an(d a little

%vik1 contnovcnsy aînong coteries of learnled mcil. They sus-

pencid judgment in egr to thc conclusions of -.icvaiicedl
thinicers, and quietlyw~ait the finai issue. Thcy remiember ]lîoi
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"Moses, for exanîiple, wvas poohi-poohied bv somle of thlîcm as
neitiier able to read or write, becatise it wvas allc«ed that %v~rit-

ing wvas unkîînown in the barbarous age to, w'ilîi lie belon-ged.
Scientifie savants, as voit know, are accustonied to, taik ofi

l)rinleval mil as a sort of savage instead of Ilaving bccîî creatcd
in the image of God ;anld. consequently, hiis descendants rose
slowlv out of barbarisin and late in thecir career ivented \\!rit-
ilig, but flot tili long after the dlays of Moe. So it was
said, and it secmied fatal to, the M-\ýosaic anithorshlip of the Pen-

tatenicli.
B3ut, Io oîîi a fcw -,cars ago, a mnass of w'ritinig iinci

forni letters \Vas disentonîbed front the nmound of :\lukcyyer
in Southiern ]3abv'lonia on the w'estern bank of the Euplîratc;,
Ciating- iack to, the davs of Abraham. or more than four huit-
dred years before M .oses -\vas boni.

Thius, once more. stern facts, cIcarl\. inijresse(l on hs
bricks and. tablets, conic to the rescue, ani ail rational mein
yield to thecn. hiasts' and sceptical tlieorizers -tre put to, shanie,
and our faithi is strengcthcd( ini the inspiration of the writcrs
of thc Bible, anid we are %varrantc(i ini rcgarding the Apolo-
getic Outlook. froni this point of Nvicw. brighlt and cheeriug.

3. Mie argule the sýainle thing fromi the progrcss maclie in solv-
iing mîoral clifficulties of the 01(1 Testament.

WVe caunot licre, o! course. rcfer to ail that lias beeu clouc
but it IllaI be said gelnraiiy that the progress made is largeiy
duc to the adoption 1w theologians of thie iniductive incthod of
inî'cstigatioli. Mfie fundamiental question with uls low ini

exaniigi aui subjeet is uot -,vhat are, the dccrecs of Syîîods,

Councils. and other ccclcsia-,stica-ýl courts, or wvhat are the opin-
ions of Fathoers and coiiiiîcnitators-wliat dIo the crecds sav?
but %viîat are the facts ? Lct uls. first o! ail, hiave thicsýC fuiiv
,aîîc a,,cciurately, anîd thcni Ne shal forni outr owngeraitoî.
Iii otiier Nvords. we refuse to l)e anil longer biidly ruled by
arbitrarv autlioritv, ai inisist uiponl golimg to, original sources
for ourselves. It is liîecessaryv to, say this bcauise the, iîuprcs-
sionl is indulstriousiv givenl out by iîîtercstcd parties thiat we are
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ruled and fettered in our inquiries 1)y the crecds and conifes-
sions of the historie past. On the contrary, %ve are fuilly
abreast of the scientifie spirit of thte age, whiichi argurs so, %'el
for the freedomi and enlighitcnment of the world.

Mie (liffiCUlties wve have now in view are of two classes,
generic and specifie. We liave to deal withi swecping univer-
sal assertions and Nvith 1articular cases. It is alleged, foi- cx-
ample, tliat thiere arc many things il. the 01(1 Testamiýenit--
instances of in(livi(lual and national coniduct-%vhichi outrage
the mnoral senlse, and canniot tiierefore have bècn approved of

Go0(.
li (lcaling Nvith this allcgation wc keep to the inductive

niethod. and ask, Whiat are the facts ? Wlhose moral sense is

appealc(l to as the standlard in the case of this complaint ?Is
it that of the Greeks or Romans or Angliro-Saxoiis, or of t'le

an1cient Jewvs. amnong whioni the transactions objected to oc-
currcd ? If it be that of the last uaiaed, thenl we muitst, in

order to a correct ju(lgmnxt, ascertain the deorrec of moral
enlighitennment to ,v.licli they liad attainied at the tinie referred
to. It iay be thiat their consciences, allowe(l to pass uncliat-
lenige(l what ours (lefinitely condemui. WVe mav, wvith our
clearer lig-ht and adv~ancedl mîoral culture, pronouince aboni iii-

able whlat tlicy approved ; but, to (10 thenii justice, %v'c nîust
place ourselves in their position and amnid tlîeir environmient.

Not that riglit. or thec stanidard of it whiich is the Divine nat ure,
is miut-able, but thiat hiumiaî apprehiension of -what is riglit has.
varie(l infinitelv anion- diticrent races and tliroulgh successive
.1gles. Thiat the Bible ilicorporates a record of sucli variations

iii its narratives is surely flot, ipso facio, to its discredit. This
muicli is neccessarv tona trilthifil accouit, of hiuranl conduet, and
is rathier a Conîmendation of God's 1Býook- than a slur upon its

character anid purity.

ýV niust not~ forget that it professes to treat botli of God
and mian. It is a revelation of the nature anld domngs of bothl,
Ztl(d none can (leny tliat mien still continue to 1101( opinions as

incorrect and immuoral, adto (10 things as bad, and even worsc
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thail thase recorded ini the Bible. \lvsliould( it not give an

accurate accouint of thcml ?
'flic vital question unicrlviug- aur iliquîr\, hox\Vever, is, (liC

God- the Goci af the 01(1 Testament, as somne prefer ta say-
ailthlotugh for myseif 1 know oîily the ane eternal and iuu

table God-did I-e sanction what %vas contrarv ta truc mai-

ality. or (Io the 1eCisioiiS anîd actions of the Jcwishi people at

certain stages of thecir clevclOl)mieit constitute the suiI ;Ind sub-
stance af thie difficulties w'e are (lealiilg wvith?

Ccrtaiîîlv the lattr. 'Ne dlraw'v a sharp) andl clear hune of

distinictioni bet\v'eeii the ju(hgnent aliad caii(uct af men ai

mwhat Gad approves ;anîd we' canfidcntly maintain thiat a dis-

cruînîiiîating reading af the D-ible eiîables us on this priuîciple

ta avoi(l the blasphemanls foll'-o ai akiîîg I-Iimi responsible for

huinian wickediless. WC nîay carrectly enaughi speak af

hîun-an and divine clemnits in the Bible. andl these sliaul(l

never be coiîfotnîdcd. God shiouIC Ibe credite(l aMy w~ith \\liait

bel :,s t1-n, and so wîth manî.
It nîiavt 1c asked liere, liawcver, Did îlot God. ini prinmitive

tiies. tolerate whlat IHe aftcrwvarcls disallawed ' This is îlot

)recisehy thc best fori af puittiiig the inatter. I -udb
miore stricti- ini accardaîîce. Nvitli facts anîd less lIable ta be mis-

ui(lerstood ta say tlîat Gad froin tinie ta tine Niscly adapted
I-is lcgislatioîî and( teachiua, ]3is cîlacticuts and lessoîîs. ta

tlue- iiîtellcctual and moral condition af the people 1-le wzas
training foir 1-1 inîself-ai mcthîod t pical of Nvlîat shîould alwaŽ s

be donc1 in the ediication af the world, and w-lat, as niatter af
actuial pi-actice, is, bcing (lone by missianaries in aur owni day

in lealiîig withlî hîctiien populations. 1-lîce 1-le ga-,vc thiat
pcople H-is truth niot ail at once, but as tlhcy wc- able ta re-

ecive it. ;,nld ta, be profitcd by it-in 'ediverse portians anîd at
su vtin les, stretching over mnany centuries. MWhlat wvas

* sulitable or allowable in anc age andl state of society'. uiîder oue
<ispensatioii-to use a somcew'hat lîackneyed tlîeological terni

* --\as ilot iueccssarilv carrieh iluta the uext. l'lie nioveilieint

Nwas onw'ard and u)w-ard toward perfection. Tus Judaisni,
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as sucell, wvas in due course laidl asi(le, its wliole autward cuit

being characterized by a New Testamenit \vriter as an intoler-
able yoke. Jesus Eliniself, yau recoiiect, spcaks of Moses the
servant of Gaci permitting or suffcring certain thingys because
of the hardness af the hiearts of the people ; and1 the Apostie
Paul declares that the finies af ignorance Gad everloaked."
(Acts 17 :.0, R.V.) And Jolîîî, referrig to the increascd
volume of revelatian andl impraved moral andl spiritual percep-
tion of sainits in his (lay, ex-«ultalitly exclaimis, 44the darkness is

passing away and the true liglht alrea(ly sincitli.? (i Jna. 2

Taking iuta account these statenlients, and xlhat becomes
tranisparenitly obvious frain a critical analysis of the several
booaks taken in chraniolon-ical ar(lcr frami Genesis onwvar(l, WC
are baund ta recagniize the principle of graduai (levclopment

andl pragress ini the dclivery af revelation îîxîtil it reachied its

highlest farnis in the persan. and ministrv of -Christ and 1-is
Apasties. «Nat that the earlier revelations wvere less truc than
the later. but that they w'erc fallowed by fuller disclosures ai

the truthi canceringi Gad and mani.

The recognition af this principle and af the 10Wi moral co-
ceptions and conduct ai very many ai the Israelitishi peaple

ini the distanit past does xîat conmpromise the character of God

and His WVord, w~hi1e it grcatly hielps in the solution af diffi-

culties atherwise 1 )erplcxing, and anamalous.

And hiere voau niay expeet nie ta (Ical with specifie cases in

the light ai the priniciples laidl (iowf, but the scope ai this

a(1(ress an(1 the tinie at aur- disposai hiardly admit afi nîy doing

so. The cIa-sz,-rooam is the proper place for such work. 1
select, hiow'ever, anc or tw~o specinienis vit1î \vhichi yaou are ail

familar.
Ini the book ai Exodus God is said ta have Iîardened Phiar-

aoli's hecart.

This is repc2at.2dly state(I in the Old and1 the New Testament,

andl is feit l)v sane ta l)e utterly indefenisible upan ethical

gCrounds. Now, the statenient compiained af is abstract or
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general, but wblat are the facts in detail ? XVhat are the items
of what God actually did to Pliaraohi ? Is there auiytling
îvrong lu this catcgory ? If s0, whiat is it ?

To begin with, I presumne it wvill be granted at once that this
Màencphthah II., the Phiaraohi of the lExodus, ivas a first-class
tyraut, that lie practised. the miostecruel and murderous oppres-
sion, wce knoîv not fioxv long ; tlhat lie wvas a free agent and
personally responsible for persisting in this voluntarily chosen
course of îvickcdness. The testinion) of -Seripture to this
effcct, confirmied, as we have seen, by the inscriptions of the
mionumiienits, .cainuot 1e disputed.

After postponiflg nîercifully the infliction of the rigliteous
penalty of sucli conduet, God at length initerfered with this
nionster of iniquity-but hiow ? 13>' instantly inflicting the
death p)enalty upon lmi ? 13v causing.hini to be tortureci by
cruel enlemlies, and made to endure protracted agonies sucli as
lie liad forced upoui multitudes of bis slaves ? NKo, nothing of
thc sort. On the contrary, God selectcd the nieekest man in
the w'orld and associated bis cloquent brother- with hlmii, and
sent thiem as bis miissionaries to the court of the tyraut xvith
no wc'apon liu thieir bands but a. shepherdes rod, and cliaro-ed
thien to, miake tis request and to 1)lead, it earinestl3.--ý Let mi\

people gro."
.And whlen Phiaraoli heard it lie said-" 'Wlio 15 the Lord

thiat I should ob)ey His voice to let Israel go ? " In other
wiords, lie set the Ahlightv at defiance and thus " bis hecart
wvas hiar<lened.e' (Ex o. 8 9.) WVho is Uic %vrong - doer?
Certainlv' Iot God but Phiaraoh. H-e imniiie(liately icrcased
t he oppression of bis slaves, added to their burdens lu the nîost
vexations nianner. Tbe tasknmasters refused to, give tlheni
stra-w for thieir b)rick--miakýing(, and conîpclled theni to go afield
to gathier stubfble. Thev laid tbe lasbi upon thieir backs, say-

in,"Fulfil vour wv.orkzs, >'u aiytss, as w'hcn there ivas

* straî-v." And Mvoses andl Aaron contimued to, lad, Gori
directing them, agalu and( again, to, use more and more per-
suasive mcethocls to, move and to nieît the hieart of the oppres-
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sor. But the effe'ct wvas the verY opposite. Phiaraoli's hieart

w~as hardcned, xîot because the Lord's .treatmnent of hiii m was
Nvrong,, unkind, or unwise, but because depraved hunian nature
becomies w'orse and worse by the voluntary and persistent

rejection of God's coniandments and I-is overtures of infinite

niercv and love. Phiaraohi's case is not exceptional in this
respecte it is only a great and conspicuonus e-xample of wvhat is
now going on and lias ail alongy taken place undcr the grovern-

nment of God, xw'lose absolute sovereignty, infinite justice and

unfailing tender nmercies arc inanifested in ail Fis wvorks.

The problemn at bottorn is iiot peculiar to Piaraohi's case

it is the gcneric question, howv to recoucile Divine sovereignty
and hunian frecdomn ? Both facts, that God is sovereigli and

tlîat man is free, are iilustrated in the story of this nionarch,
and we are bounci to accept them, however perplexing top1 ur

finite intelligence.
The utter extermination by the Israelites of the Amialekites

and other tribes of Canaan, along- with their wvives and littie

ones, is by many pronounced unjust and cruel. Their only

ex.-planiationi of the matter is that the descendants of 1?haraohi's

slaves wvere 50 brutalized and destitute of a sense of the sacreci-

ness of human life and of individual righIts that they delighited

in,. such wvork.
This viewv, howvecr, docs not really toucli the core of the

difficulty, -vhich is, that God cominanded bis chosen peôple to

exterminate these tribes. Howv is this injunction to be justificd?

1y the niethod aircady indicated of taking ail the facts

into account. We niust keep ini view the profound and inve-

terate dcpravity of thec Canaanitishi nations. The cup of their

iiiiqiiity wvas full. Tbey wvere a moral plague upon, the face of

the earth.
It is conceded by ail souiid moralists that sncb atrocious sins.

and crimes as theirs should not go unplunished. It is there-
fore a rigbYlteouls tbing in God finally to bring clown the long-

deferred stroke of justice upon themn. Why should the fact
that mien were to be the executioners create anv difficulty an\
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miore than we by Divine authority infliet capital punishrnent,

tipon murderers.
Besides, tliere wvcre nîiercy and goodncss, elemients of salva-

tion, niingled withi this awful instance of retributive justice.
The chosen people, as the custodians of the knowledge of

the truc God, which they were to disseininate throughi succeed-
ing ac, were to bc saved fr0111 contamination and muin by con-

tact wvith the horrible pollutions of tliese nations. They, andi
ail the w'orld were to be taught the solemin lesson tint the wvay
of trangressors is liard, tint the \vages of sin is deatl, and that
althoughl hianci join in land, the inipenitent ungoclly shall not
go unpunishied. It is inmpossible to eliminate punishrnent froni
the Divine governmient of a sinful world, wvhether viceved fromi
the standpoint of revelation or physical science and natural
theology'.

If it be hiere objccted that it wvas unrightcous to involve 1un-
offcnding infants and other creatures in ,tle dooni of the
wicked, then 1 refer you to tlic iaw of hieredity 50 trongly
insisted uiponl ly miedical science, and s0 clcarly incorporated
by God long ago in the second coninmandnient, by wvhich IHe
is visitilng the iniquities of the fathers upon the chilîdren, upon
the third and fourtli greneration of theni that hiate 1-uni ; and
show'ing niercy upon a thousand generations of tînt love 1-uni
and keep I-is conmniandrnents.

I renîind vou, also, that God in our owvn day, thromygh what
w'e call forces of nature, for exampie. earthiquakes, volcanie
cruptions, pestilences, tempests, and such like, overwhelmis
fathers, miothers and infants iii the saine coninion destruction.

The strain upon our faith iii flic love,- the wisdonî andi justice
of God, iii view of these undeniable facts, is independent of
what -ioses tells us about the conquests of Joshua and the
ex-,teriniationi of the Canaanitcs. Vie grain nothing. iii this
conncction by rcjecting his record. And let it bc distinctly

* understood tînt it is no part of apologetie workz to defend ithe
cruelties of Biblical w'ars. Vie sinîpiy viwte in flic light

* of the conditions under wvhichi they were carried on, remeimber-
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ing thiat in nmany instances tliere were no organized gavern-
mnents witli powers of taxat ion ta pravide mienas ta minimise

the haorrars iniseparable frami warfare.
In mnaintainingý the truth of the Bible, it is nat necessary for

uls ta excuse or extenuiate the sins of the saints. Let Noahi

and Abrahiam, and Jacob, and -Moses, and Samiuel, an--' David
and the rest bear the full responsi 'bility of thieir bad conduct.

Tfiis is the îvav God deals wvith themn and makes themi- beacons

of ý\.aringi, ta us, and not models for aur imitation. There is

only one, the Son of God and Son af Mani, whase examiple is
hield up ta us iii scripture as the perfect pattern w~e should fol-
10w. \Ve hieartily reprobate the deceit, the impurity, the

cruelty. the polygamy and injustice of ii-en in olden tiniies.

Thiese vices were alwTays wrang and ta be avoided, but meni

dlid not, and (la not now, alîvays see thiem ta be sa. And

surelv%. it i5 nia blemnishi in Gad's Book tliat it puts on record

the fact that men hiave thouglît and acted in this maniner, wvitli

speciniens af such canduct, aîîd at the saine tinie enipliatically

candermns it by the lips af I-lis miessengers.

.4. We are miaking satisfactory pragress iii adjustingy the

relations between theology anci other sciences.
I (la nat mean ta say tliat ail physicists have becomne piaus,

although it is grassly unfair ta chiaracterize the bulk of tiieni

and the best of thiem- as irreligiaus. Nor do I say, an the

othier hiand, that ail preacliers and thealogians study the yeni-
fled resuits of physical science as they aught, or speak always

adviseclly af the able and scholarly men wha are searchiing for

trutlî in the great rcalms af nature. The dogniatismi of bath

parties, hawever, lias become less intense and a better under-
standing prevails betweeîî tliemn. Thiealogians have learnied
ta recagnize the great benefits canferred by scientists in illus-

tratincy the uîattiral histary af the Bible, and the arts, tue coin-
mierce and agriculture of the I-ebrews.

Generally speal<ing, the recanciliation'betwveen theology and
science is beiing effected by deteriîîingr precisely the legiti-

mate province of eachi. Salvatian from sin, the building of a

1
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pure and noble character, the living of a life of practical faithi

a~nd l oliness lupon earth, and the attainmient of etçrnal glory

in the w'orldl to cone-ail this throughi the life, the obedience,
the atoning sacrifice and intercession of Jestis Christ, and tlic

effectuai wvorking of His truth and Spirit-tiese are the great
themies of thicolog , and it is nowv coming to be w~ell uncler-

stood that the othier sciences cannot vitaIly touchi theni. The
Clienîiist ini his laboratory, the astrononier with bis telescope,
the geologist arnong his rocks and fossils, flic doctor witlî bis
scalpel and inicroscope. and niateria imeclica, niay ail wvork with
the utmiost harrnony and frecdonm witlit nieddling with these

fundanieiîtal themes. Andi vice versa. Tliere is nîo occasion
for tlîeologyiansq obtrudiiîg upon the legitiniate doniaîiî of the

physicist, and the disposition to do so and to seutie by clog- ? rÀ
nîatic authority grave problenîs that beloig to liijîn is pretty

miucli a tlîing of tlie past. This is satisfactory and as it should

be, because thiere 'is no necessaýry hiostility betweeiî plîv sical

science and thieology. There lias often been needless alarni
over the tentative tlîeories of naturalists. This wvas tlic case,
for exanîple, with evolution as taughit by Darwinî and otiiers.

Tinue andl the lai)ors of naturalists themiselves hiave sufficiently

showiî whiat of truth and error were combîneci iii the theory.
It lias failed to account for flic origin of the universe and of
ian xvitlî the two factors iii bis conîstitution, the physical aîîd
the spiritual. It cannot explain aw'ay flic great miracle of
creatiou. Thie existence of niatter is taken for graiîted iii
order to give evolutioiî a starting-oit a f froni niatter it

lias been fotind imipossible to clerive iiiîd or spirit. The pro-

perties .of the two are esseiîtially different, and nîone 0f tiiose
that belong to miinc i ave been founci iii niatter. -Materialismi

scientifically tested is an utter failure. Stili more. Evolution ~
runs couniter to the fundlamental nmiracle of Christianity, the
Incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and to wvlat lias occurre(1 f
ten thousand tinies, viz., the sudden elevation by the power of ~ .

the Gospel of degraded idolators and cannibals to the rank of
and purity and dignity of truc manhood. ~
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As to the priinciple of graduai dcvclopnient in God's nîethod
of workiiîg and revealiing H-imisei 1, theologians wci*e fanîiiar

Nvith it hutndreds of years before Darwin aia(l Herbert Spencer

were bon. From the days of Augustinie t1icy liave traced

through ail the pages of reSilation the steady unfoiding fromn

the onie primordial germ, the E denic. promise of the seed o! the
wvomani bruisili« the hiead of the serpent, God's great redeinp-bn11

tive w'ork by the agenicy of Jesuis Christ anid I-is I-oly Spirit.
Tliev lave at the saine time successfully conitended against

the futile attemipts of somne physicists to eliiiniate ail super-
niatural clements froiii the Bible aud to explain evcrythingc by
nlatural lamws. It is niow coicc(ied by ail fair-minded thinkers
that miracles are the natural, sequence of Deismn and the

rationial accomipanîniienit of Chiristianity. Considering its su-

prerne imiportanice; its bencficienit and glorious design touchi-
ing, as it does, the highlest initcrcsts and (lestiny of our race,

they are its appropriate attestation. Tlhcy ineet the cry of the
hiuman hicart, "' Show us the Fathier and it sufficeth us e-l-et

us sec Omnipotence, the living personiai God at wvork thiat we
inay 1elieve. Accordlingly, J'esus said to the sceptics of His
day. " If ve believe niot 1\e. believe the w%ýorlzs," and hience He
niot onilv spoke of the resurrection of the dcad, but also

b)roughlt life aud inîniortahity toli git " by the actual resur-
rection before thecir eyes of Jairus' darighter, the -widow's son

andh Lazarus, anid, especialhy, " bv showing 1-iniseif alive after

I-is passion by mianv iîîfallible proofs, appeariig uîîto thein by
the space of forty days, and speakinig of the tlingics pertaiing
to the K,.iigdoii of God."-

Probaibly the aiversionl of physicists to miracles lias been ini-

tensified by gross abuses ini conncction witli tiieni ini the mîiddle

ages, aid stili Continued iii certain quarters. Lckly's " His-
tory of Rationialismiii Europe " gives abunidaiit evideîicc o!
hiow' on this accomnt the Bible anid thleohogy -%vere broughit into

disrcputc and conitcnîpt. Exccretcs, toohv ei oban

for la-ck of straieghtforwardncess and «rnnatcllrecision ini

liaîdixg difficulties. \Vhat thecy have fonnd pcrplexiîig and
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leyond their skill lias bee', too, rea(lily passe(l ovri or p)ro-
flounce(l ietaphiorical.

Witl;cut furtiier enlarIgenient, my conclusion is thiat ini spite
of faults on both sies, witli thcoiogians and scientists, thiere îs

agrowing and clîeering inîprovenient in the relations betwecn
themn.

5. Weare înaking progrcss in dleterinining thc truc fune-
tions of creeds and formularies, and thus lcsscningr opposition
to, Christian truth ini certain quarters.

The testiînony of history con clusivcly shows that pi*ogress,
lias unifomlly bc.Mn aloîîg the line of definitely fornîulating al
the truthi of w'hichi Ne gini the nîastcry. It Is nonsense to Say
that any fact or truth ini the universe stands alone. Isolation
in thîis sensc is impossible. Every trutli is related to all othier
truthis, and the perception and î)rCcisC definition of thlese rela-
tions is essential to reai advancenient in any depairtnient of
hiuman investigation and belief.

To Y-ield to, thie ignorant cry for no creed is to vield to un-
belief, and to, abandon scientifie or systenuatic, thinki -ig, and
whiat is worse, to give up the statutory enactncnts and ethical
principles of civilizcd nations. Thcese enactnîcents are of the
nature of creeds or confessions evolved froni national experi-
ence and cnforced by connon consent. It is too unuchi to,

saN, of thei,ii as thec work of muan, thiat thiey admit of no0 iii-
provemient. Mie mas' say this of the I)ccalogue, ,xlicli is froin
God, and is, the foundation of the bcst of theni, but for the rest
thecy arc susceptible of revision ; and as a inatter of fact. enor-
mous progress lias been macle during this century ini remioving
cru(lities and barbarities, froun the crinuiiai code of ]3ritain and
othier civiiized countries. But thiere is no nmovenment, except
aniong anarclhises, infavour of abandoning the code altogrethier.
'Neithier arc crecds ex~prcssivc of relicrious truth doomced to le
cast asi(lc as uscess. Tliey excrt a iiiost powerfui nmouiding
influence for good up)on the ch-aracter and conduct of millions
of our race. As a manm thinketh ini his hceart so is lie. As lie
sincech be1iev'cs so lie acts. Jf bis creed. lioncstly lield, is
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pure, strong and comiprehiensive, his cliaracter corresponds
and if it is corrupt, feeble, immoral, it is also the index of wvhat
is really in biis hieart and Iifc wlhatever fair exterior lie niay

put on1.
know thiat creeds h~ave been abulsed. So lias every good

thiiîg withiin the reachi of nien. They have been dishonestly
snl)scribe(l. Thiey hiave been substituted for lioly living by de-
ceitful profligates. They bave been ulsed to quench flhc spirit
of freedomi and true catbolicity, to cultivate sectarianismi, anid
as instruments of persecution. Thiey liave been given by- sorte
the place and functions of Jesus Christ, and regarded as their
Saviour.

This is ail wrongy and utterly deplorable ; but it cornes of
Iîunian frailtv, and is flot sufficient reason for thirowingý aw'av
ail accuratelv (lefified articles of faithi. Wfhat it stnocsts is
the niec of better spiritual education iii the case of the parties
concerned, and the miost careful revision of sncbi articles thiat

thyra ebogbt int-o fullest conformitv ta the mni Z.1
God. This is whiat is silentiv wvarling in the nîinds of nxianv
good people iii the various denomin-ations, while they are
dra%'ing nearer thecir Divine 1-Iad, and tbicrefore neairer to anc
another. Tlîcv arc growing- in practical catiolicity. Wh:Ilat I
saicl in the Caunicil of the Rcformied Chutrchies at Philadeiphia
iii MSo is bein« more and more realizcd, 4rthat the strongest

part of cvery man's creeci is that whichi lic hiolds along wvitli
ahI Chiristendani. and the weakcst part that wvbiclb lic holds
alone."-

And ini spite of the efforts of novelists, scnlarists. and
dreaming philosaphers, ta propagat a ota0igic a

ciiaii<iuîmii thc grand( rally, is iiow around the Christ of Goci as
the Divine Saviour of mnic. Mie records of 1-is 11ké and les-
sans arc bcilng sticid as never before. 1-e is thce suiii ai
substance of aur creed. IHe -as our Philosopher, aur Thecolo-
gian, aur aill iu ail. X.V acccpt without hecsitation H-is views
of tlic inspiration of thc WTard, and o!flthc J)rfoiundcst mys-

teries~ o cogy. \'e regard I-is doctrine, ri",1tiy undcr-
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stood and applied, as furnishing the final solution of the per-

plexing problenis of present-day Sociology,,., and of national

gj«oNvcriiin«.eit and international relations.
1l do flot say that ail men are ready to adopt this view, or

tlîat unbelief is well nighi banishied froni the world. No, 1no.
Tliere are more believcrs and more unbelievers than ever

before ; and yct I .end as I began, w'ith the e.xpression of nîy
firmn conviction that the apologetic outlook 15 clieerin-' The

foundation of God standeth sure." And one ,of thue most in-
spiring indications is the fact tlîat we are testingy, as îuever
before, the realitv of Clirist's mission and the truth of the Gos-
pel by the experinmental method, and wvhen thus tested anîong
the nuost obdurate and degradcd heathien populations at home
and abroad, it is found to be " the power of God and the
,wisdoni of Gozz tinto salvation to every one that b)el'wetli.e"

Our omeand oregn missions are aur bcst apologetic, an(l
wvho does not sec tluat the outlook in this respect is b)righiten-
inlg-*' Thei day breakethi." Thei crowning glory of the Vic-
torian era. with ail its igh-tv advanccs in, commerce,, iii -%vcaIth,
in education, in scientific discoveries is its missions and Bible

circulation. Tidings corne to us froin ail parts of thec worlù
of flic signal triumph of the Gosp)el.

Let us puslh forward thc v'ictorics of the Cross, until cvery
s;celptic'>s mouth is stoppecd. tili thle haznds of fainting believers
grow r-trong and thecir hcarts are muoved to pour out their iii-
tellectual, spfiritutal and finaiscial treasures at the feet of the

Masicr.
Till o'er our ransonucd nature,

Mie Lailub for sinnters slain,
Re.clcicr, King, Creator,

In bliss returns to reign.
-Amen.
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IMPRESSIONS 0F THE INSTITUTE>

]3y the IRSD.T

Oui- Graduates' first Re-Union and Institute lias been a
success. The doubts and fears of its proinotcrs when their

plans were laid, were dispelled by the numibers in attendance

and the excellence of thec conferen . It lias given an intel-

lectual and spiritulal stimulus to us ail.
There were ini ail thirty - seven Graduates in attendance.

Froin Prince E-dw~ard Island in flhe East, zand froin London in

the Wrest, they gatlîcred back ta tlîeir Aima -Mater.

During tlîcir stay liere, nîany of tiieni were guests witli

friends ini the city', but tlîey ail took dinner and tea tog'etlier ini

the College, and the social eleiîent thus introduced wvas one of

the nîost pleasing features of flic ga-tleriiîg. On one occasion

the; professors dined w'itli us, and the feast of fat flîingrs tlîen

provided by our hast wvas folloNved by -a feast of reason and
flow of soul " that -%yas greatly enjoyedà by al

The prog-raîîîe i hi~li the Graduates tookz part w~as

excellenît ini every -wav. lucre wzas scarcely a weakz effort

anîoxîg ail the papers read. They did îîot prescrit aid opinions
or tliories they presented the latest thouglit ini the newest

liglît. Anîd the inost recent conclusions on eachi subject were

uîot only stated. but w-ere -%eighied anîd criticized, and thieir

relationî to our doctrine and politv defined. Eacli paper wvas

the praduet of long study andlç caireful research,. and the fact

that our professors, and graduates wcere wiiiing to give so

xnuc of theïr v'aluable tinie ta prepare suchi strong, original

addrcsses is the surest gutaraniitc of the success of aur yearly

Rxe-Unions.
This feature Nvas promîinent in the doctrinal and critic'al

papers read. P'rof. Ross's address on "IThe Work of the I-oly

Spirit " wvas a inastcrly rcvicwv of ail the recent discussions on

this sul)ject. The sacerdotal, mystical, perfectianist, and



LII1RESJON op 1]ilE IS1IiUiE

highcer life viewvs wcere explained and exainciid, and the teachi-
ings of Seripture and of the ex.,pcrienice of the Church Nvere
clearIv statcd. At a tinie, wl'en so niany vague andi erratie
ideas arc cntertailed about this fundamiental doctrine, it Nvas
refrcsingi. ta hcar tlîis statemieît of the po0sition af thc different
sehiools of thoughlt and tlîis convincino" presentation of the
Scriptural grouinds. on wli our belief is founded. Tlie miajo-
rity of oui- pastors arc too busx- to follow~ thec details of the
conflict nio% raging arouuid the books of the Old Testanient.
To thcmn Dr. Scriniger's paper on *eRecenit Discussions in
01(1 Testamient Criticisiii " was a x'eritable.boon, for it shcxved
the standing of thic differcut parties, and the resuits thcv have
reachied along .the mnost imp)ortant lUnes. Wc cannot ail be
specia-,lists. but Nve arc ail initcrcsted in the conclusions tliat
specialists rcachi. and thiese w ci- statcd at that meeting so
cliarlv thiat ail could iiiderstand. and SQ conciselv tlîat ail
could reniemiber. Mie Principalfs opeingi lecture on "The
Apoiogetic Oiltiook[. containedl ini this number, -%vas a reviewv
of the Nlîole field of apilologetic thoughit, dcscribing the prescut
relations b)etv .n Christian truth andi the varions branches af
science, phIilosophlv aîîctii criticisnî., as -,vell as of p)ositive unbe-
lief. and mlarking thie progress miade bv the truth alomg ail
these lines. Mie p)rospect is ccrtainly encouragincg, and the
groulid is now open for a forvard niovement in the preachinig

of thc Gospel. Th 'le Parouisia -is anc off;the miost diffiicult

i)rleics in ail exegesis. The passages bearig on it arc
Iiiiy figurative inikigae and varied lu character, s0 thant
it is ouil bv camparing Scripturc w'ithî Scripturc, andi peîîctrat-
iug!E,to thec literal icaliîîg tlîraugl figurative descriptions, thiat
a consistent vicw of the inatter caîî Uc obtained. In the dis-
cussion ai this subjcct by the Rev. D. 1. Fraser, the 'wVritcr
analyzed the I)rincîples ai exegesis eïuiploved bv aui- Lord and
H-is .Apostles iu tneir initerpretation of propheccy. and ape
thcmn ta thîe teachings ai thîe Nc Testament an the second
comiug. I adhicred ta the p)ost-iîiiieii i,..

No less ably wvas the practical side ai aur conference mîain-
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tained. Popularl', a "practicai a(idrcss " imans one froni

-whlichi broad viewvs and profound tloug>ht are excluded, and( iii

whIicli prcscnt-(Iay problcmis are viCe(d iii the Iight of niereil'

local intcrests. Our .lca(iers, however, hieid different opinions

as to, what is trilly practical. In the paper on " The Ml-inister

and his reading," bv the Rev. D. Currie, there Nvas a carefull

consideration of the rnethods and subjects of our reading, of

the sup)reie imlportance of this sicte of our work, and of the

resuits tiiat should flow froni it. Tliat great qluestion The

Church and the Youiige -%vas discussed ini its (ifferent phases

by the Rev. Robert Johinston, its (liffiCtiltieS were prescnted
in ail tlieir*perpicxing- greatnless, ani the various w'vavs of over-
coniing thcmi we re expounded w'ith ail the eloqucuce for wvhich

the leader is ceiebratcd. lu the R-ev.1-Prof. Campcil'els paper
on1 Thie Place of Evangciists ini the Chiurcli." the (lcfccts and
dangers of or(iinary evangeiizingy methods were pointed out,
andi the need of mpastors taking more of this w'ork into their

owNv bands w'as em1)hasized. "'The Preparatory Course" -%vas a[
local theme, arousing a strong iocal'intercst, but x'et the Rev.

IR. Badie considered it iii view of the necds and feelings of flhe

wvhole Chutrchi, and mnade soine reconiendations, which., if
adopted, %vould materiaill increase the efficicncy of our minis-

trv. "The: Course of Study in Theological Colleges"* 'as

treate(i by the Rev. Dr. Daviie in a mnanncr I)cfitting its great
implortance. Mie success of our College andl thc po%'cr of die

ministers it produces, dep)end on thc thioroughnciiss ami Spiri-

tualitv of such training. Thie ainis of this teaching an-i the

best w'-avs of reaching thieni, the lines1 of stu(l to be foilow-,

and tlie monicntous issues inlvle(l, w'ere uresented in this

pap)er,. andi the discussion whichi folloNved. 'This conference

xvill, Nve hope, resuilt in *itle strcngtheingii of our .tlhcoloogicai

course, without a(i(ing to the burdens of our overwrougwht

professors, and in inspiring our graduates to, pcrsist iii the uines

of study whichi they began iii College.

The paiper on '"The French? Problicm " -%vas about the best

x"e have ever hecard on that subject. As one emnent heayrer
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put it "It wvas ilot oniy wvonderfuliy able, but aiso %%,oikr-
fuiRy w'ise." Thc op)position encountered. the mcetlîods an~d
means, eniployed, the success g-ained, andi the lproslpccts before
tiîat grea t Nvork, were described, and the pleas for more inter-
est and ,ener-y in it %vere powverfuliy urged. We liope the

paper Nviii be read ini every home in a ur Cliur'ch. -Foveign
Missions" is a living issue to-(iay, and while our Comiittee
is retreciing, whlen cvcry natural and spiritual motive presses
us ta a(Ivance, any 'liglht on the subjeet is cagcriv weiconied.

lis claims were presentcd by the Rcv. N--oriiaiî Russeill, of Cen-
tral India, Nvlîo stands in the forefront of the battie, m'î10 not
only hias been successfui as a mnissionarv, but is now devatiflg
blis year of fuirliug ta awakening our waiginterest and
coveringr aur retreat. I-le pictured the gyreat need, the won-
derful pragress, aiready miade. and the eall for rapid extension;
and, throughl the ministers prescut, his, appeai for deeper
interest andl stranger support should reacli every section of aur.
Cliutrcli.

'4.The Relation of the Chiurchi ta Social Probiemis,' led by
the Rev. Dr. B~arclay, Nvas a fitting cliniax ta the discussions
of,the Institute. Th'le language, of the paper \v'as a renîark'able
cambination of incisiveness and farce and beailtv. The acute
stage of the labor question, and the causes and remiedies sug-
gcsted by, scientists, politicians and socialists, were ail (les-
cribed andl dispased of. 'Thlen the Christian reînedy. Nvas set
farthi las renmaving tiiese injustices thrau gh the regeneratian

of the individual.
Ani excellent feature af the Institute Nvas the franlkness af the

discussions foliiawing these papers. Students, Graduates, and

Prafessors ail tokl part, and freely expressed thecir opinions.

The nienit af tue discussions, haw\cver, wvas îlot -always vdhat

ighft have been expected. It occasionaiiv hiappened that

mîain, of the mnembers Nv'ere unprepared ta spealz, and thiat the

lest mleni kept thecir seats ~hiethe dliscussion w~as aiiowed ta

drag. Or else the speakers rail off- on a side issue, and ieft

the central tboughit af the address untouchied. Now~, the con-
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sideration of each papcr by the mienibers shouild bc as intcrest-

ing and thloughitful as the paper itself, and it canLi be made so

if each graduate wvil1 think out L'le subject for hnsî,and be

ready to state his views in a condensed and forcible nliannier.

At thie saine tinie, we do not insinuate that the discussions
wvere failures. On thie contrary, thev were the best we hiave

ever hieard. The niost of thiese papers wvi1l be publisieci in the

journal," and thus the absent gyraduatcs can judge of tlieir

literary.and intellectual mierit. But the power of thieir (lelivCry

by men to whmthey wverc burning thoughts, the -\Yariiitl andiç

fulniess of nîost of the discussions, and the inspiration and
strengcth rainedi fromn uniitiing, with so inanv earncst andi able

men iii grappling withi thiese great questions, cannot thus be

conveyed, and can be known only by thiose xw'ho w'ere present.

The relations betw'eeil tle professors, alununiii and studîcuts,

were niost gratifying. It w-as delighltful for the graduiates to,

re-visit familiar scenes, andito renieNv old friendships or to fornm

new ones with the students of earlier or later days than thieir

owin. More than onie student expressed his pleasure in the

acquaintances lie made ainong the alumni. The attitude of the

Professors wvas about the most pleasing part of thie Inistituite.

Thieir warin welconie, thecir interest iii the gyradinates. thieir

magnificent papers and lielpful speeches, thecir nuanly stand oni

questions iii whiich they wvere interested theniselves, coin-

nmnded& the admiration of everyonie preselit. If college loyalty

be sustained by love for and confidence in the lcading iieni of

our Institution, we are convinced th-at the future wvili se a stili

stroiiuger and more united support given to uior Almia -,Iater.

And thius one of thie cliief ends of our Re-Union will be

realize1, and our College's prosperity' will beconue still more

prosp erous.
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,rhe follo)%viing is a cotuplete list or the Grachiates who aîtended tlie Ilistitute
witlx present address antd year or graduation :
D. D. MLcLetita.ti... .. ... .... Apple Hill, Ont.................... 1872
Thos. Diennett ................ Moitneal, Que.............1876
J. R. NI.acLeod....... .Tre Rivers, Que..........1878
C. E. Aniaroni, M.A., BiD ... .M\oireal, Que................. .. S7
S. J. Taylor, 1.A .... .......... Montreal, Q)ue........
G. D. l3ayne, 13.A., Pli.!) .... Ienthrioke, Otit ................... iSSi
J. P. B3runeau ................ Qiîeec, Que ................... .. îSSZ
D. Currie, M. A., 13.1) .......... Pethl, Oît ...... ................ 188S4
J. L. M orini, 'M. A --. .-. . ... Ion tica!, Que............85
J. %V. iNcKeiizie, B.A .... ...... 1East St. P"eters, P.E.L.......
M\uray WVatson, B.A .... ....... St. Lambhert, Que ... .............. î8
S. Rondeau, B.A ........ ...... \lontîeal, Que.............87
J. A. i\cF.iaae, B.A ... ...... Ottawa, Ont.......... ............ îS8S
John MafI)ougall, B.A ......... H-olton., Que.. ........
John S. I'clraithi........ ... .. Blalderson, Ont ..... ........... i1S89
Robt. joliînston, B3.A., B.D ..... Lonîdon, Ont .............
S. F. iNacCtîsker, K.A..........St. Louis (le Gonzaque, Que. ig
]). M. Janieson .... ... ........ Iaîiiîaîelîan, Ont .............
Guillauime Clinrles, 13.A., B.Sc. . T larentiimi, Pa., U.S ....... ....... I891
D. MNacicar, B.A ............. Mouitreal, Que ........ .... ... .... 1S92
J. WV. MacLeod .... ........... I-Iovick, Quît........
D. J. Fraser, B.A., B3.D........ St. John, N. 13 ...............
Thos. A. Mitchell ... ...... .... Cote (les Neig'es, Que...... J 189
And(rewv Russell, B.A A.... ... ... Liînenburg, Oi...............
Geo. C. Pidgeon, lB.A., .. Moîitîeal Vest .... ... .........
Robt. Eadie.... ............. l1lintonburgh, Ont...............t
J. E. Charles, B.A., il.Sc...Cornwall, Ont ......... ........ f 1894

J. R. Dobson, B.A., 1l.1) ........ MVontreal, Que.................
G. A. \Voodside ... ........... Carleton Place, Ont. ............ ** * 18I96
WV. E. Asie .... ...... ........ Farntlaru Centre, Que .......... J
D. J. Grahin...... ........ Wite Lake, Ont. .....
I. '1. Murray ................ Belluisle Creek, N.............
1-. 1). Leitch................ St. ElInio, Ont ... ........... ~ 1897
W. WV. àMacCuaig ............. Montîcal, Que ........ .........
WV. 'M. 1aealir 3.A .... Maisonneuve, Que ...............
Rev. D. Pattersoîî, MN.A., D.D .. t. Andrew~s, Que ..............
Rev. C. Clîiiiquy, I).D... ..... .ontreal, Que ........ .........



-48 T1HE PRESJ3YTERIAN COfLLEGE JO URNA L.

to[Icçge 1tlotez%IBooTl.

STUDENT LIFE.

Lest it should be 'tioughit thiat the Local Editor is eiitering

upon luis second terni of office fromn shieer love of work, we

w~otil( reniind the readers of tlîis section of the " journal " thiat

-we offly consented to remain in office \,,hen it w'as pointed

out to uls thiat several Presidents of the great Ainerican Re-

public liad deemied it a duty and an lioiîour to reniain in office

a second terni. Certainly1 it is a long eau froin flhc Presidency

of the United States to the Local Editorshiip of a Theologicai
Colieg-e Journal, but the 1principle: uniderlyingo the inatter is,
genti e reader, as you wviil perceive, precisely the saine. At
any rate, thie (efficient discliarge of our dluty is as dependent
uipon the good-will and co-operation of those wl'ho put uls in
tlîis position as is the efficiency of aîîy officer of state depen-
dlent ulpon the fealty of tiiose wilio give inii autiiority to

gyovern. Let ail aîîd sundry wvlîose little wvealnesses anîd

foibles are exposed lierein to tlîctliglit'ýof day, anid wlîo, iii tlieiir
wrathi, îîîav nieditate the chastisenient of the Local E2ditor,
beware!

Professors, gyraduates, city iniisters and laynîeiî have been
giviiig tlieir opinions regarding the first Re-Unioîî -and Iîîsti-

tute iii the lîistory of the College. Tlie studeiîts tlîeiiselves

-%lowcre able to attenîd the iiieeti*hgs-- pronouince it to be a
good thlig, anid liope thiat iii future mîa tters will 1e s0 arranged
thiat ail students willIbe able to attendl ail the sessions. It wvas
a rare treat to coice iii contact witli so îianv of our alunîniii.
It- Nas wvrlî~hile, nissing a f ew iectures iii Arts in ode to
listeîî to the stateiy Engiislî ofBavile of Peîîîbroke, the merci-
Iess logric of Currie of Perthî, the pregniant phrases of M.\-cDoui-
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ga'll, thie persuasive eloctuence of iRobert Johunston, and the

accomplishied reasoning of D. J. Fraser.

Our g-ratitude is due thie ladies and gentlemen wlio, (hlring
the summiiier, not only met the expenses of, but also pcrsonially
superinten(lcd the thoroughi rcnovation of tl1at lpart of the Col-
lege whichi we cali tlue old building. It is interestingy, fromn a
psychological point of viewv, to note the niarked improvenient
in tlue deportmient of the Nortli Flat aborîgines as a conse-
quence of the introduction of amnelioratirig influences into thieir
surrotundingys. Nevertheless, some wvould write a* Ichabod
over the portaIs of the old haunts.

The election of officers in the Dining- Hall for the current
session resulted as follows :-Presideint, H-enry Youing, B. A.
ice-Presi dent, R. J. Douglas, B.A. ; Secretary-Treasurer,

Donald Stewart ; Precentor, S. Dawson Jamieson ; Assistant
Precentor, H. Gibson Crozier.

On a geological excursion-
ist student.-" Whiat have you in that satchel, old man ?
2nd student.-" My lunch."

3rd stu(lcnt.-" That's s0 ; you ask liimi for bread and lie'l11
gi've you a stoile."

.A nuinister who is higlhly esteeniied in the Presbytcryv of
Q uebec wanted a student to takze lus work during, a monthi's
vacation. The stu(lent wvas not forthcoming. but a laymnn
informied the iniister that a certain probationer Nvould take
the wvork, and that lie -%'as " nearly as good as a student."

The ulshers of St. Jamies Methodist Church liad a brisk timie
at one of the recent M-ioody meetings. It w~as a third year
Theolog caused the trouble. This modest gentleman under-
tookz to secure front scats for two of luis lady' friends (and for
Iiiuuiself) before pewvholders were seated. But lie went to work
thie w'rong w'ay. A certain third year literary nman could give
the tlieolog a pointer in tliese nuatters.
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'l'le ilew Reading Roomi Coinîittee wvas elected rccently

J. -2\. Wallace, B.A. (Convener), W. T. B. Cromibie, B.A.,
1-Iugh-l Ferguison, H-. H. Turner, C. Hardy, A. Ronideau, A.
B. McLeod.

Twvo of aur men toak part in thc MN-cGill-Yale-Priniceton

concert. Mr. A. G. Canieron wvas second tenor in an ex-.cel-

lent quartette, andl Hr -. J. Dubois sang wvithi the iVcGill

Gîce Club.

"Cleaffliness. is next ta GodIliucess." Vie coiniénd aur

\i\Tild WVest M\,issiaiiaries for their solicitude in thc mnatter of

frequenit ablutioni, but surely Fraser River imud is nlot sa adlie-

sive as to necessitate a thircc hiours' soakig before an appre-

ciable effort is produced.

Doniald Stewart is laid up at the Victoria H-ospital. We are

g-lad, to learn lie is likely ta be back withi us sooni-thie sooner,
the better.

Thie receptian ta the freshimcn on Tuesday evening, the

i9th uit., w~as a very enjoyable affair. Heniry Young's address

of welcomie wvas first-rate, exccpt thiat at mi1e tinie it necarly

(legenierated iiuta a sermion (" that last infirmity of noble

iiis "), an(l wouicl up w'ithi an execrable puni. Mr. Bea-

tones reply wvas weIl received. Mr. Henry Turnier, iii

w'elcaing içthe Arts ni, excellecl inîiself Mr. Yule,
retuiringi tlianks, gave <ns a specimen of Scottishi huinor. Mr.

M11enan-.çon -welcomied the niew Frenicl students, and Mr. Cru-

chion w'axecl cloquenit in responding. Mr. Swiniton, spcakig

for the literary mceii, îvas obligigly brief. Thie Glee Club gave

us a couple of original classical selections, and Keithi's read-

ingr-Well, xas a reading by K eithi. The praceedigs closed

with thie siingiic af the National Anitheni.

Thie following ,qucry lias been sent us ; pcrhiaps somieonie
in second year tlicology mvill oblige b)y aiisweriinoy it-" Wiat

is the relation, if imy, betweni the Apocalypse and Deutera-

nom11v ? '
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Ait the men wvho wvere in second year theology last year

hiave returned with the e.xception of Mr. M. J. Leith. The

graduating class, counting recent'arrivals, nunibers sixteen.

Messrs. S. L. Fraser, Il-Ig 1?ergtuson and Peter M\,athieson

have returned after being aw'ay a wvhole session. Mr. Fraser
did good wvork in the mission field in British Columbilia. and

Mr. Fer-tuson workcd for somie time under the Students' Mis-

sionary Society.
SAGE SAYINGS.

W.\ P. T.-" Get out of nîy roonii."

G. Y.-" Don't talk to- nie about zoology.
S. L. F.-" XVhen I ivas in B3ritish Columbia, etc., etc."

WV. D. T.-" Say, boys, this I4ebrewv is a frighlt.-"
McGill Lecturer (abouti to cali the roll).-" Let mie know,

Zgentlemlen, if yoti are absent."
JG. \STEPHENS.

REPORTER'S FOLIO.

The.opening- ieeting of the Phulosophical and Literary

Societv wvas hield on F7riday evening, the i5th, wvithi a good
attendlance. The President N. D. Keith, B.A.; occupied the
chair.

The new students were voted inito the mienbershi'p of the

'Society. As MAr. Abrani lias been appointed teachier at Pointe
aux Trembles Sehool for this session, and owing to the absence

of Mr. Lee, new elections tci thieir offices iii the Society and on
dhe " journal " staff took qiace. Mr. S. L. Fraser xvas en-

trusted Nvith the financialworkz, and Mr. Yule will help to
guide the affairs -%ith characteristic caniness. Mr. J. Rey
\vas elected as French Editor, and Mr. G. W. Thoni as Report-
ing Editor.

Then Mr. J. C. Robertson gave his report ton the financial

state of the " journal," wvhich wvas encouragingl, and wvas re-
cc-ivediwith applause.

The question was then broughit up of the relation which the
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"Journal " sustains to the Society, and of imeans of bringing
thein into dloser connection, withi one anothier. This inatter
was referred to thieýExecutive Conimittee for decision.

A letter wvas read fromn our popular bookseller, WV. B3. Baikie,
offering $5 in books tosthie Society, and his offer wvas acceptcd
with thanks. This donation of 11r. Baikie's shiould encouiragei
more of our inenîbers to take part in flhe comipetitions, of ouir
Society.

Tie rresident introduced the follouving programme, whichi
was a miost interesting one, and appointei 'Mr. Hector MK.
as critic for the evcrning

Messrs. S. Youmg and S. Fraser gave a violin duct. whiich
uvas gTreatly appreciated, as -%vas shiowxî by the hearty encores.
Thien the Rev. Mr. M.\cCuaig gave us 0o1e of,hiis chiaracteristic
readings, which violently disturbed the reverie.into whichi the
strains of the rnusic hiad just lulied us. Followinig, camie the
discussions :Resolved, thiat residence ini Collegce is an esseni-
tial elemcent in a complete collegye training. This is a suibject
of last v'ear, vliich shows thiat it's difficuit to sayv.whethcer or
not-a sti(leIlt oughit to subjeet imnself to the " discipline'" of
bis seniors. The affirmnative -\as uphield .1wMr S. Youig,
wliho uvas supported by M-r. MAenançon. Thecy hield that the
social sie of a student's character wvas developed by residence
iu Collegre, in a wv it would îlot 1e under different circumii-
stances. Thiey Nvcre, however, vigorously opposcd by 'Messrs.
S. M.\-cLcani and Fraser. Next camie the question of the use
of manuscript ini the pullpit : was it conducive to flhe 1,est
resuits of pulpit preaching ? Tlie discussion wvas opened hy

Mr Mnançon, uphield by MAr. A. M'\cLean. Although thecir

arguments %v.rc powerfuil, there came more powvcrftul ones
fromi MAr. Robertson and Rev. Mlàr. M-\cCuaig. Thie latter being
a muan of wvide experience on both sides of thec natter, alinost
convinccd us thiat lue wvas ricrht.

Iluen followed the critique bv -Ar. McKay, whiich wvas a
verv able one indeed.

Tie meeting then closeci withl the Doxologrýy.



REPORTIE R'S FOLIO.

Thie Mdissionary Society hield its first regular meeting on
Friclav cveingi Oct. 221d, Mr. R. J. Douglas ini the chatir.
After singing and prayer, the order of business wvas entered
l pon.

A note of thanks to Rev. Principal M\,acicar and the stu-
dents froim the M.-atron of the Hospital on MeIGili College
A-venue, %vas readl, expressing lier gratefulniess to the students
for supplies at service during the past witer, and also fle lhope
thiat vve -w'ould conltinue theni duringy the coniing session. This
niatter wvas lcft to the Execuitive for consideration.

Tlie Auditors' report %vas then r-ceived. 2&. J. C. R\ob)ert-
son said that 'Mr. Wallace and hiimself hiad exained the Trea-
surer's books, and found theni correct, and comnîiiented upon
the satisfactory mannier in .ii îch the Treasurer's w'ork was
donc.

It \vas agi-ced thiat the reports freinî the several fields shoulid
bc kept over unitil a future meeting for thie receiving of thiese
reports. Thien the election of officers for the year took place
as follows -0

Presidlent, R. J. Douglas, B.A. ; ist \T ice-President, C.
Lapointe ; :2nd Vice-President, J. C. R\'obertsoni, B.A. ,Rec.
Secrctary, D. J. Scott Cor. Secretary, J. T. Scrinîiger. B.A.

Treasurer, D. M. McLeod, B.A.
Execuitive Conînîiittee-S. McLean, B.A., 'N. D. Kcithi, B.A.,

JE. MAenançon, I-1. Youngm, B3.A., . D. Turner.
Ne-,ws Commiiittec-W7. T. B. Cromibie, B.A., E. Curdv, S.

M\cI.eani, B.A., G. Yulc, S. Fraser, and W. Byron.

Thie mieeting closed w'ith the 6thi Do-.xology,.

GEO. W.THO..
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OUR GRADUAT-S.

Our Gradulates wviI1 kindly pardon uis if our references, in
this first number of the " Journal," are chiefly ta those w'ha

have rccently left aur Halls. We hope ta reach xwany othiers

during thie session.

Mr. J. A. M-\cGerrigle, B3.A., who, filled the position af Cor-

responding, E ditor for'the " Journal," last session, is at present

enjayingy an exten(led visit wvithi friends ini New Yorkc, Newv

Jersey and Philadeiphia.

Thirce Calis were extended ta Mr. A. A. Graliain, M.A., B.D.,
duiring ,-the summiier. In accepting the ane from Petrolia,
arrangements were nmade, and carried out, for his ordination

and induction on Sept. 7"1h. A reception %vas given iii the
cvening, and a cordiail welconîie wvas ex-.tencled ta the niew Ps
tor. \,r. Grahiam enters upon -w'ark in that cangregation with
prospects whichi are exceedinglAy brighit.

Mie congregation of St. lnia, iii the Presbytery of Glen-
garry,, called 1\r. H. D. Leitchi ta be their Pastar. Soon alter

his settieniient, M--r. Leitch wvent w~est and returnied wvith a
chaice lielpineet. Thie work is praspering in St. E lino.

Lanark and Renfrcw Presbytery lias anoather of aur Gradu-
ates. Tuie interesting congregatian af White Lake and Burns-
town calîcci 2\r. D. J. Grallin. Out of thiree Calls lelore
ini, M2Nr. Graiain accepted thiis one, and lias entered upon bis

la"-ors thiere very hopefully.

Before the close of last session, thec people of Burke congre-

gration, .Y intinliated thecir desire ta have --\r. P. A.\Vle

as thecir Pastor. Consequientlv lie wvent direct ta thieni alter

finising; ]is course.

One of thie very intecstiln events in flhc lifetinie af R"ev. D.
D. «Millar, of Taylorvillc, occurrcd during the sunîînciir ionthis

-vhNIll lie Wvas iliarricd to «Miss Dewar, of Doniniionville. Thevy
arihppy, conifortable, and doingr goad work iii thie Taylor-

ville Coligregation.
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Froin the "London News " of Oct. J:2tli, 1897, wc CliP the
fol1owing regarding Rev. Geoge Gilmiore, a Graduiate of '96
"The Cail to the ?ottersburg Presbyteriaii Cliurchi was mode-

rated last nighit, the cboicc falling on Rev. George Gilinore.
whio lias labored at Pottcrsburg wh'Ien the Chutrcbi was a very
mo(lest mission, and wlio bias brougbit it tc its present imipor-
tant position. Tlhe stipend wvill 1,e $i,ooo and four wveek-s'
biolidays. 'flic Caîl xvas signed by ail the mienllers and adlier*
ents present. Messrs. Cai rncross and Angus were appointed
toj prcss tbe Cali at the Presbytery, a special meeting of wbichi
wvi1l bce hcld on1 the 24t1."

Thie suiccess of tbe " Rc-llnion and Iiistitutc,'" beld by the
Gradilates, is a(lnitte1 on ail bands to be due very Iargely to
the untiring efforts and perseverance of Rev. G. C. Pidgcon,
B.D. 1 r. Pidgcon is evidently a mîan wl'ho thorougbly be-
Hieves 'W XVatsocver tby biand findethi to do, do0 it withi tbly
nîîiglt" H-is «enuine worth is seen in wliatever lie unîdertakes.

For tw'o years lie lias leen doing work ini Kensington, a
suburb of the Citv, ln adldition to bis otlier charge. We are

pleaseci to sec thiat the familles becloingill to othier denoiuiia-
tions bave joinied lieart, and band witi iiîî, and bave erecteci
a iieat and conîfortable chiurchi.
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TALKS ABOUT BOOKS.

Sunîniiier b)ooks are like suintiier girls. Thev and thieir cliarnis
are forgotten îî'hen one g-ets back to the serions business of
life. Thie Taiker lias liad Ibis suinier girl days on ]and and

water in the years tliat are past, and liow contentedly watchies

the second gcneration repeating the story ; but lie dôes flot
on1l' watcli, nor (loes lie, like the sunîniier young mni, forge.
J-e lias nieinories tlîat ivill last ail wintcr througli, and tili in

God's good providence we meet again, of little nîaids of
twclve and flî'e, and less anid more, ini whiose deliglitful con'-
pany lie lias straye(l after blueberries, and Iiarvestcd August

apples, and played til)-cat, and told riddles, and sailed petunia
boats witli nxany-coloured floral ensiguns. And, out of the
sunîniier bookis lie lias rcad at lonclher tinies, somne things thiat
are pure and good, aiîd briglit, and entertaining, like tlieni
have coine into Iiis niemory to lodge for a while, long enougli

at lcast to eniable Iinii to sliare sonie of tleim withi the readers
of flhe "Journal." Sonie of the books read have left but a
namie behiîd, otliers a dim- slîadow too filhuy for reproduction,
and, as for the volumes tliemiselves, tliey are in the liands of
those w-'ho, I trust nmay lbe mnade liaplpy for a tinie by tiieni,
lonelv settiers and lake captains of tlie nortli, wliomiii thec
loing witer evenings tliey ivill briîcg nearer to the great out-
side world. Siîîce good mioney %vas paid for tiiese books, the
Taîkzer is unider no obligationî to thîank l)ublislier or bookseller
for theie, nor does tlîeir price, àny more than tixcir size or
number of pages, call for comment.

Arnong the volumes thiat were and are flot -%vas one I îvislied

to read because nîany people talked. about it and because it -,xas
considered. Hll Caie's miost tlioughltfill and finislied novel.
It is called "The Christian?" Tie twio leadiiig characters ini

the book are the I)eautiful aîîd spriglîtly Glory Quaiyle, the

grand-daughiter of a simpfle-hecarted old clergyman of the Isle
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of i\,lai, witli a taste for antiquarian researcli, and Johin Stormi,
the son of a ?M'anx -noblenian and- neplîewv of a prinme iniis-

ter, whIose aimi is to speak the truth. and care for God's poor

as a follower of Jesus Christ. Separately they gravitate to

London to take UP thcir diverse tasks, in opposition to the

wishies of tlîeir friends. Thie lighit-hecarted, swreet-voiced and

clever Glory fails as hospital nurse, and, under the patronage
of sone-what doubtful friends of w\ealth and rank, becomies a

music-hall singer, a draiving-roomn entertainer, and finally a
noted actress. johin Stormi fails as a cliarity cliaplain in a

fashionable panisl, the rector and iiost of the leading people of

wvhich are. destitute of the first principles of Christianitv. Then

lie l)etakes iniiseif to a H-igli Cliurchi brothierliood as rigyor-

ous as thiat of the Trappists, froi w'ilîi lie niiercifully escapes,
a broken mani ini minci andi body, and ready for any religious
extravagance. He goes about slumnxiiing with varynig, suc-

cess, ail flhc time lovingo Glorv Quayle and fighiting against his

love. -Ie leases a building and miakes a refuge of it wliichi is

a blessiiîg to niany poor, but Glory's false friends, wlio are luis

enemies, Icase it over hiis lIead axid convert it into a playhouse

for lier. In lus nîadness of religions entliusiasni, lie first seeks

to kill lier anud thus save lier soul froni teniptation. aind,tlieni to

takze lier awvav, as a las' sistcr,. to ijuister withli im to far dis-

tant lepers. Glory retaiuus lier iitegrity, anîd, iii spite of all lier

apparent lighitness, loves John Storm, the Christian, with, a

gIreat love. At last the climax cornes. Joliin's enemiies inilane

lus proteges and the public geiuerally against inui. Riots takze

place, Ilis w'ork is dexiolishied, limiself nuortally Nvoinided. Onl

buis cleathî-bed Glory niarries iiiui, and, as lue expires in lier

amis, slie promises to carry luis life Nvork on.

Hall Caine's Christian lias been criticized as an unireal char-

:acter. H-e is uîot ; tliere liave beeui auud are niauuy such. Bis

amnis w'ere nob)le, but lus performuance wvas imuan. 1-lis soul

wvas great l)ut ill-balauuced. 1I l ad uuîany of thue solid cliarac-

tenistics of a brave, miaiilv, chivalrous, tntuth-loviuug Bnitonl, but

lbis ecclesiasticisni, decreiicratini< iiito mionklery and ritualisi,
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spoiled inii, an-d biis enthiusiasmn becamne down-righit incipient
flla(lflcss. Onie admiires Iiiii as one niglit admire the wreck-of
a noble vessel, flot because it is a xvreck, but because of whiat
it once wvas, and for ail it lias gone throughi even by bad band-
ling. Johin Storm's personality was such a gallant shiip, beset
indeeci by niany a temipcst and hostile influence, but badly
liandlcd bv imiiself lu the voyage of life. He lacked simiplicity
and conimion sensc,lhence biis miagnificent seif-denial on1l' pro-
duced a life bordering on thec burlesque. Nevertlieless, the
book Ibints at flhc cardinal lesson of practical Christanity,
nanielv, the seif-denial thiat shial flot endI iu ourselves uor ceni-
tre lu amy thouglit thiat our sufferingr can be well-pleasing to
God, but tliat shial lead us to spend and bc spent for the good
of otiiers. This is what Jolin Storni (11( not fully apprelhend.
In the extent to, whichi lie did apprehiend the lesson, lie "vas a
Christian. I -monder whiat Glorv wvas like after lier bricfly-
wve(ldc(l hbusband's cleathi.

A verv ciffcrcïit w~riter fromn ll Caine -,vas Du M-\aulrier,
the wveil1-ckowni author of "' Peter Ibbetson -" and "' Trilbv.".

0f biis hast book, " The MNýartiai,-" 1 sec that Messrs. Drysdale
hiave sent to the " journal " I-arlpcr's 477-page e(hitioli -in cloth,
witli fiftv illustrations 1w, the author, price $i.5o, but I hiad a
cop\. of my ow'n by mie aIl summiiier, boun(l lu simple papex
'flhc Martian " is the story of the life of Barty josselin iy bis

friend and quondami schoolfellow, Robert Maurice. Bartho-
lonîcev was the illegitiniate son of a certain Lord Runswick
and an actrcss namc(I Antoinette Josselin. The story begins
with tbei Institution F. Brossard, a tvpical lFrencch boar(hilg-
schiooh iii the suburbs of Paris. Its accounit of Frenchi schiool
hife, withl descriptions of Brossard senior, biis son Merovce,
]3onzig, Dumioillard and flhc otlher tutors, constitutes thec lcst
part of thue book, and contains somne hnuorous mvriting. Barty
is the idol of flhc scbiool, the hiandsomcest, strongest, clevcrest,
cbecerfuhest and miost eng(agyingc boy thiat ever lived. Whien lie

leaves scbiool, a noble relative gets hlmii a commission in flhc
Guards. As an 1(11e soldier, lic sows biis wihd oats, but is comi-
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pelled ta seli out throughi the loss of his patron's favour. I-e
tranmps about on the continent, doing a littie painting, lases,
the siglit of an eye, and is taken up by hi5 aunt, Lady Caroline.
'Wlîile at MYalines seeking the aid of oculists, lie suddenlv dis-
covers that an old innate facult, lie liad exercised at scliool of
instinctively knowving the north lias returned ta inii, and after
a niglit of dreams, lie finds on lus table a long letter fronui a
guardian angel calling luerseif Martia, xvritten on lis own paper
by lis own liand. Hencefortli Martia becomes liis constant
corresponidenit. He returiis to.Enîglanid, marries a certain
Leali Gibsoxi, and at once becoxiies farnios andi wealtlîy as the
author of ' Sardonyx " and several other books, said ta be the
niost remîarkable ever written, but wvhicli appear ta hiave been
of (lecide(lly atlîeistic texîdexîcy. A life of uxîalloyed liappiness
followed until Blarty wvas between sixty anci seventy,. wlien lis
daugliter Martia, called after the guardian angel, di ed, and
w'itl, lier died Josselin and bis wife.

The soinewlîat tediously-tolcl raison d'etrc of tlie book is the
e-xpressed belief tlîat, iii the coki planiet Mars there is a huniaii
race (lesccn(led fronu a species of seal, possessed of nuiarvellous,
seises and ligli moral axîd iintellectual developiiient. T1'le
souls of tiiese beings are niot confined ta tlîe lîumaxî forxîî, but
cari inluabit ail sorts of animal badies tlîraughl iinxîunîierable
inicarniations. Thecy sanietirnes seelz otiier w-orlds, M\,artia lier-
self lîavingo corne ta our eartlî in a inetearic shower. SlIe liad
taken Up lier abode ini the boadies of the Ra'.liani faniily ta wvhichi
Barty's fatiier beloncred. Tlîus she took possession of lîini and
becamie lus inspirationi, annexed lus wvife Leau, and flnally
liecamie incarnate as tlîeir dauliter Martia. Anxious ta
assume for lierseif and tleie a higlier position, sIc died ami
taok tiieni witlî lier hev-ond tlie stars. Likze the rest of Du
M\,atrier's books, thi Martiau. is utterly voi.d of religi on, and
thus af tIc hiigli tiiouglit whlicli accompaniies it alone. Barty
Josselin is the ideal of a good-xîatured evalution *ary ]3olemian,
wlîo liad -iîa need of God ini the world or anywhere else. It
is not clever enougli nior well enougli written ta dIo mîuclî larin
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save to the athcistically superstitions class of spiritualists,

wvhichi cau liardlv. he made w~orse. If any mnan or woiuan lias

a fainiliar spirit, it is higli time to question it regardiiig its
origin. I3eloved, believe-not every spirit.

A verv gýooci listorical novel of the class originated by Sir

WTalter Scott is " The Chavalier D'Auriac," wvritten by Mr.

Levett Yeates. lIt is placed iu the stirring tines of the League

and H-enry of Navarre. The Chevalier begins as a strong

Catliolic and a Leaguer, but ait the very outset of flhc story
dclivers the heroine, a Huguenot lady of higyli rank, frorn the
brutality of a brothier officer. Tliereafter, throughi the chiang-

ing scenies of war, conspiracy and peace, his sword is devoted
Io lier service, but it is long before the iiew king, Henry IV.,
by lus courage and generosity, overconues lus scruples and
inakes of lîini a loyal subject. His ecinies, those of the

licroine. and the conspirators against the kinîg, are overcoîîie
and( nîcet tlîeir just rem~ard, anîd tue curtain falis upon a hiappy
îîîarriag-e. The book is w'ell 'written and the iîîterest of the
story is unflaggingly maintained fromî start to finish, lIt is

-%vell wortliy of a place w'ithi the best of Conian Doyle's anîd
Stanîley Weyniaiî's novels.

Q uite a mîodern tale iii conîparison is " Soldiers of Fortune"
by Richard .Hardinîg Davis. The chief soldier of fortune is
an Ainerican engixîcer, wvhîo lîîeets a New York society belle
and falîs iii love xvitli lier in ;lier native city. H-er fatiier, a
mîillioxîaire, ciîploys linui to open up iing lands iii South
Anierica. TMien follow; accouiîts of the developîîîeit of tlue
mines and the surrouniding counutry, of troubles w'itli local poli-
ticiaxîs, of tue arrivai of the nuillioiîaire w'ith his two dlaugyluters
,on a visit, of eiîtcrtainients -w'ith the presidexît of the republic
and Iiis court,' of a revolution withi disastrous consequences,
of a couniter Irevolution, and finally of a happv union of the
gallant engineer, not witlî his first love, but wvith lix-r more
lIeroic and appreciative youinger sister. The qualities of a
strong mîan fronu an Ainerican standpoiiît are wvell brouglit
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out iii the story, wlhicli. is life-like, entertaiingic and thoroughily
pure iii toie.

Anothier piece of lighit literaiture, whiichi takes the reader

back into last century, is " Thie Red Sultan," by J alrn
Cobbani. Casio i\,acLauriii, a youing nman, is left witiot
titie and estate by the conduct of his grancifathier, %vlho, hiaving,

been out in the '.45, ha-.d forfeited theni. Dy accident lie turrns
.,to a bootli in wliichi foreign-looking jugglers are perforniing,
and hears som wvonderfill revelations. Thlese lead Iimi to
follow up the jugglers, and lie (liscovers thiat the chiief of tlhern
is a Scotchinian namced Kenneth Loriimer, recently escapeci
frarn MVirocca, whiithier lie hlad unwillingly .goxie in comipany
ivith Cosnio's grandfather, wihoi lie supposes ta be stili there

as general ta the Sultani under thc'title of Ingliz Bashia. Thie
yauing hieir ta the baronetcy thiereupon resolves ta go ta Africa
in persan, find biis grandfathier, and establishi his titie ta the
paternal estate. Acconipailied by Loriimer and biis attendant
negro, lie arrives at last on the M\,oorishi coast betwveeni Salcee
and PRabat. Soon after thieir arrivai, they are captured by the
follov ers of Milley IEl Yezeed, the Red Prince, now in revoit
agrainîst bis father, the Sultan, and wvhose niiothier afterwards
ttirns out ta be: the Irishi wifc of Cosnio's grandfathier. Leav-
ing iis camp, the wvanderers mieet Nvithi many adventures on
their wvay ta the Sultan at Mequinez, but the resemiblance of
Cosnio's red beard ta thiat of El Yezced more than once saves
iin and Iiis party, and at last lie and they are well received by

the reigniing monarch. Then conies the story .of K,7ianil
]3aslia, the governor of the .fortress, whio is a transfornied
Jock Canîpbell, froiîi whioni yaung MacLaurin learns the story
of biis grandfathier's treachierous doing, ta deathi. Intrigues
centre round about the people of foreign bi ood, whio. besides
the characters mientioncd, are Kianil's motherless (laughiter
and the disgraced aind agred wvife of Cosmio's grandfathier.

D)elineations of chazracter, descriptions of scenery, chiaracteris-
tic conversations, wvîtl plots an d couxiterpiots, niarvellouis
escapes, batties, rescues and nîany hiorrors up! ta the timie whien
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the Red Prince becomes thc Red Sultan, and beyond it, tili

Cosmio. Kiamil ande Ilis daughiter escape beyond thec sea, miake

up a dishi of imaginative food thiat should satisfy the fiercest

intellectual craving for meat of this kind. Cosnîo gets biis

baronetcy, and the daugliter of the Baslia reignis withi Iinii ini

peace.
Aiîothier revolution of the Kaleidoscope gives a totally (liffer-

ent picture iii " The Sowers," by Henry Seton eriin save

iso far as both books are concerned witli despotisinis. MVr.

IVerrinîali's despotisni is the Russian Enipire, and gyrinily lie

depiets it. Prince Paul Howard Alexis,;tlie son of a Russian
lIeiress aind an Englishi diploniat, is lord of the principality of
liaîf the grovernumient of Tver, whiicl is nîanaged for inii 1b,
Kari Steiinnîetz, a ivell-known mian of the world of fine charac-

ter. 'flie amni of prince and agent is the amielioration of the
condition of the wretchied peasantry, aniongy wlhoi the prince

gyoes ini disguise as the Moscow Doctorn doing niuchi o-ood and
receiving sul)erstitious liomiaye. At the outset of the story,
the Chiarity League, ini Nviichi Alexis w-as deeply iniplicated,
bias been brokeni Up by the treachiery of an IEnglishi adventurer

and biis beautiful wife, the latter hiaving s01ld the papers stolen

froni Count Stepan Lanovitchi for a large stim to an agent of

the Russian Goveriînîient. This led to Laiiovitcli's exile ini

Siberia and the dowNvfall of other benevolent lords, -,xlîose only
crime w~as tliat of seeking to elevate their recently enfranchised

serfs. Thie Engylishi adventurer pcrishied iii Russia, a secret

known only to Steiinnietz, and the~ prinice, mîeeting hiis Nvidow

in L..ondon, falîs ini love with and marries bier. Thie chiief villain

of the story is thîe Baron Claude de Chiauxville, whio wishied

ta gain Mrs.lSydney Baniboroughi for Iimiiself, and continues

to persecute lier after lier second marriage, holding over lier

hecad biis secret of the Cliarity Leagrue papers. After inany

dastardly attempts to injure flhc prince and Steinnîietz and
secre is rey li seds gitators of the Nilîilist order ainong

the ignorant br utalized peasants of Tver. Tiiese succeed ini

effecting an uprisilîg -w'liichi Nould have ended .in -wholesale
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massacre, hiad not thue prince assuined the dis-guise of the ïMos-
cow Doctor, and arresteci the nuob. After the assailaiuts
retire, thue dead bodies of the princess and Baron de Chaux-
ville are found at the foot afi a secret stairway by, NvIichi they
lia( been seeking to escape uvhen surprised by the inaîx Prince
Alexis rnakes provision for carrying, on his good work of sow-
img the seeci of a lhgluer life amnuug luis peasantry, and then
retires ta England, where subscquently the story, leaves linui,
about to nuarry his dead wvife's cousin, a,noble waxuan wluo
haci lived throughi ail the tryixug experienees of the recent,years.
Apart froiu the exciting plat, the tale is a deeply interesting
anc froni its grapliic descriptions ai Russian scenery, lufe, and
character, andl is anc ai the straxugest and best writteni amang
works ai fictionv ai the day. The luigli ideal of benevalence
\,vhich runs throughi it cannat fail ta be sti;nulating ta the

appreciative reader, upon w'honu it will act miore pauveriully
tiuan the muajority of cliarity semnions. Steinuetz is an especi-
aily fine cluaracter, adnuirably drawn.

David Churistie Mîurray tookz S. R. Crockett ta task, in the
pages af " The Canadian M\,agazinie," for a slip ini ane ai lis

staries, -%,hich rcpresenited a minister as very hieraic for refus-
ing ta eject his hanuely muother franu the muanse at thc (lenuaid
ai sanie vulgar l)arisluialers. The inistalce is a real. one, and
(leserves blanue, but ail M\1. Crackett's wark *is xuot ta be con-

deiuned on accaunt ai one instance ai lack ai judIgnient.

Jupiter Iiinuseif sonetinues nods ;Sa does Mr. Murray even.
Lads' Lave,-* by S. R. Crockett, is a charmung Scattisli prase

idyl. full ai bright yauthful lufe, and hunuor, and lucre axud there
a.bit ai pathoas. and intentianal bathas. Mie three fiair nuaids
ai Netiier Ncuk. especially' Nance andc the Kexupie, wvitu fxcir

caiutankerous ftather Peter Clurystie, thue auittolbiograp)liil liera.
Alec M.\-cQtihirr ai Drmnqulat, Rai) Anudersan, iazy taed, anîd

tlue H-oolet, tagrethicr witli ninar characters ai vax-ions shades,
mîahe ulp a briglut, almoust rallickinig stary ai Scottisti rural lufe

sucu as fewr wiii. care ta put dowu tili they have read ta the

enud. lcre iS noa plot ta speakz ai, but tiiere are niany little
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devices in the main comedy of the couirtsliip of Alec andl 'Nance,
and a littie trage(ly links the nanies of the J-bolet and the

packîîîan Nathîan Murdoch.
Messrs. Drysdale send " The Reds of the M\,idi," tranlslated

from the Provençal of Felix Gras, by Catharine A. janvier. It

contains 264 octavo, pages, is bouind iii red clotlî, illustrated,
and is publishied by Heinemann, of London, price one dollar.
Thîis episode of the French revolution was written originally
iii the Provençal tongue, supposcd by many to be dead, and
its author -%vas first knowvn as a poet in that language. 111.
Gras, justiceof the peace, tells bis story as Joei Chandler Har-
ris tells the tales of Uncle Reimus. His Urncle Remuis is a real
cliaracter, naniely, Pascal, son of La Patinie, wlio hiad been
tlirou.gh ail the adventurcs lie relates, and hiad followed the
amnis of Napoleon Bonaparte. M. Gras represents Iimiiself as

boy sitting ini the village cobbler's .shop listening with miany
older people to the veteran Pascal's narrative nîglit after nigylit.
The first..part of thiat narrative whichi constitutes the book is
the storv of Pascal's youth, and especially of bis sixteenth
vear, when, with the men of Marseilles, lie nmarchied to Paris
and precipitated the Frencli Revolution. he story is full of
hiorrors, but fuli also of courage and endurance, wild enthu-
siasmi and love of liberty, and adormned with many a trait of
fricndship and huinanity. The terrible oppression,of the pea-
santry by the nobility and the agents of thie groveriumient is well

described in aIl its rcvolting cruelty, includingc the bloodthiirsty
tyranny of the Populists of Avignon. Tlie men of ?\,Iarseilles,
iinstead of beingy tlie cut-throat outlaws of niany writers, kM.
Gras shexvs to have beeîi meni of character, inspired with an
ardent thirst for liberty. Nle makes their mardi to Paris tic
turning point in the Revolution, and lays the blanie of its
excesse.s on the Parisian miob, wvhich flic Marseilles' battalion
strove in vain to restrain. As a history, as well as.a romance,
" Tlie Reds " is w'cIll wortli reading, as it niay correct miany
a false impression concerning oxie of the great niovements of
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thc ,world. The wvork of thie transiator is admirably per-
forni ed.

Mý,essrs. Drysdale also send us " The Sister Mvartyrs of Kui
Chieiîg,"- %vhichi was 4noticed in last year's " journal," and a
F--renich-Caniadiani Englishi dialeet poemi, wvhichi, with, illustra-
tion, covers iS pages, entitled " Sir Wilfrid's Progress throughi
England and France'in thue Jubilee Year," by A. M. R. Gor-
don, illustrated by J. C. lunes. Verses andi illustrations are
flot without cleverness, and at the sunii of five cents, are not
exorbitant.

M\,essrs. Drysdale are the pubhishers of " Camp and Lamip,"
by Samnuel ïMatliewson Baylis, a neat octavo volume Of 3:20
pages. iii cloth, top gilt, and a frontispiece. It is liard to
chiaracterize this alla podrida of a book, which mixes up fisli-
ing sketches and accounts of Canadian wvmter sports wvith thiree
groups of poetry and as many short stories. Mr. Baylis wvrites
well and entertaininglv, and( tliere is music iii his verse, withi
considerable scope inii metre and subjeet. His thiree stories
are not the strongest, part of the composite volume, which niust
rather be looked for iii the poeticalicollections. The author's
work, however, is aliiost purely Canadian, witli a grand patrio-
tic home flavor about it thiat ouglit to be pleasing to his comn-

patriots and fellow-townsmen. I-is Nvriting is, as a rule, care-.
fui and conscientious, although lie does -speil the French
P hilippe withi twvo Is and one p ; yet thiere is dashing boldness
and hicarty enthiusiasin iii nîany of lis verses. This is a
decided addition to 'Caiîadian literature of flhc polygraphiic
order, and as suchi merits a good reception.

Last but not least of the 'volumes sent by flhc saine

firm . is "Tlie Lady Ecclesia," an autobiography by George
Matlîesoii, D.D., etc., mnister of the parishi of St.

Bernard's, E dinburgh. It lbas' 33:2 pages, neatly bound

iii cloth, with giit top, and is publislhed by Hodder &
Stoughiton, of Lonidon. Iii this elaborate allegory,

Dr. Miathiesoni, in lofty yet natural language, tells the story of

the Clitrchi enierging fronm Jewishi tlîraldoiîî and nua.ny subse-
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(1Lent tenîptations, until slie l)econes the great servant of

hunianity, andl earth is linked to heaven. Tlie story of the
Christ of course bullcs largely in it, and is told with reverence

and dignity. In bis preface the author gives the key Ù; the

allegory. I-is Ecclesia is that muner life of Christianity whichi

wvas originally the flower of Judaisn , Hellenicus, that phiase

of .the Greek uîind wvhichi came into brief contact with fthe

flowcr of Judaismn ; the Lord of Palatine, the Roman Emperor

ini general -,Caiaphas, the Jewishi priesthood ; Phioebe, the

ministrant influence of the new faîthi ; the Captain of the

guar(l, the imperial systemi ; and the son of the star, the false

Christ everywhere. Mïost allegories, -%vhen lengthiened out,

are.very wvearisonie, but this is not. It lacks the quaintncss

and hoinely incidents of Bunyan's " Progresses -and "HoIx,

War" but is far froin. beiug void of pleasingy interest. Dr.

Matheson's theology, like tluat of the best thinkers and wri-

ters of thec present day, centres in Christ. Sin is a pestilence

lea-ýdiug to exclusion andl separation ; ini healing it Christ took

it upon HiniseV ; love is better than lighit ;the Christian life

is.one of service these are a fe\' of the niany thoughits that

fill the book. Many miuds that turn away froîîî didactic:

treatises Nvill enjoy taking their theological pili ini the .sugar-

coaie(l allegrory.
?NIv valued friend and .correspondent, MIN. H-enri O'Shea,

sends mie froni Biarritz two «"Essais de Dechiiffreiinen-t,e- or

attenilts at translation, the oneC of *th. Iberian inscription of

Castellon. and the other of that of.Cclilatavudl, both 1wv -N. N7.
Stempf. The flrst 1 translated sone v-ears ago, but the second
is ilew to mue. MJ. Steînpf niakzes it ont to contaiîî directions

as to the cultivation of beet-roots, audthese are vcry ainiusiiir
In reality, it tells hoiv, subsequent to the overthirow of the

Roman General -Maucinus, wi'oni it maines, jvy the Numan-
tians iii 137 B.C., an Iberian, or as wc should ulow say, Basque,
clîieftaiîî callcd Demotil, the brother of Tunioiai-, gave the
town of 'Mona to the state of Tukui, audlc reccivcd ini rcturn the

to-wm of I'utudu, now called C-alatavudl. Dr. joli «Fra-ser, of
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Sydney, N.S.V.> hias favoured nie with lhis treatise on Folk
songs and Mythis fromi Samnoa, containing the Samioan text,
with translation and notes. The pocin on the Creation, by the
great god Tangaloa, is of special interest, andl is a vcry digni-

fied production of the native muse. Fromi MNr. Harry Piers,
of the Legîsiative Library of N'\ova Scotia, 1 have received his
" Relies of the Stonie Age ini Nova Scotia," a copiously illus-
tratcd paper dealingr witli aboriginal stone implemients, and
evincing very considerable researchi.

To the Bureau of Ethnology at Waslingiton, 1 arn indebted
for tlirc sinall folio volumes of i s 36 and 637 pages, being the
annual reports of the Bureau for 1892-93 ami 93-94. Tie first
contains " lie Menomeni Indians," by W. J. I-offmnan;
" The Coronado Expeditioni," by G. P. \Vinsliip ;and " The
Ghiost Dance Religion," by Jamies M-\,ooniey. The second, in
onîe volume, contains " Stonie Imiplenients of the the Potomnac-
Chxesapeake Tidewater Province," b)y W. IH. 1-olines ; "lie
Siouan Indlians" by WV. J. MeCIcc "Siouan Sociology," by
J. Owen Dorscv ;M"ie Tusayan Katcinas or Dances," by
J. NV. r-ewkes ,and " Tie Repair of Casa Granle Ruin, Ani-
zonia," by Cosmos Minideleif. Ail of thiese papers, of Nvhichi
necarly every oie wvould miake a respectable volume ini itself,
airc profusely and elaborately illustrated, and constitute a trea-
sury of no mnean value for the Amierican anthropologist.

Finialb',,fronîi our oîvn Royal Society of Canada cornes the
volume of " Proccedings and Transactions for 1896." 111 flhc
French sectioni, MI. Benjamin Suite ieads off itli " TlIcMi
tary Organization of Canada (1634-48)." Thc Abbe Gosselin
foIlows with ?" Soine Observations on thic Voyage of Pere le
jeune to Canada inii 66o, and the Pretcndedc( Voyage of M-\,. (de
Oucvlas in 164,-" also wvith "A Soldier of Frontcnac becoîne
a rýecollct." M. Leon Gerin writes on * Te French Noble-
mnan and th oqeto aaa"7I .G Marchand contri-

butes a poemi, " N-\os Ridicules ; -- aind iM. Sultc'again appcars
in an article on " Pierre Boucher and I-is Book,." Thc section
of Englisli Literature, History, etc., lias Dr. S. E. Dawson on
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" Tle V7 oyages of the Cabots ini 1497 and i498." Dr. D.
Brvnîncir's pap)er is on "Thie death of Sir Humphirey Gilbert;"

Thie Tailker's," on " Thie Ancicuit Literature of Aiierica

-Ir. A. I1aixvev,'s on " Acrolites anid Reiin"Mr. William
W-Vood wvrites '4 Footiiotes to Caniadian Folk-songc-,' and Dr.
]'atterscn, of New Glasgowv, 'N. S., " Last Years of Clharles (le
Biencourt.' Thircc othier pap)ers arc --\r. E. T. D. Chanmbers'
ePhilologv of thc Oinananýiiiche," Dr. Bourinot's '4 Conistitution

of the Legisiative Couincil of Nova Scotia," and Dr. W.T F.

Gaiong,'s "M\oniographl of the Place Nomenclature of the Pro-

v'ince of Ne7cw Bruniswvický." Thie Scientific Sections containi

contributions froni Sir X-Villianîi Daw'son and Professors flovey,
MacLeod, Cox, Callendar, Pcnhlallow anid Wiesley MAilis, w'vitl1
other Canadian men of science. Tlhc volume contains over

1,000 pagres and nianv iii ustrative plates, shiewing thiat the

Roval Societv is sonîething more than a ilne. It is fittiing

this hecavv mlaterial shiould couic at the end of the T1alk as a

sort of anchor for thie abiindance of liglht material timat lias

preceded it.
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H-ow quickly the suiiiier lias passcd ! Sticl is the e.xcia-
ination of the stu(lents wlio lcft the exarnination roonms bchiid
to spenci the summiiier ini the country, 1w the scaside, or vaîîder-
ing at -will ini forcign lands.

Nor is thie reniark ciucstioncd by the nany otiiers w~ho have
spent the ilitcrvening iniontlis in faitlhftl work for the ïMaster
ini thc mi ssion -ficlhis of Ontario and Quebcc or the far-distant

Northi-\Vest and I3ritishi Columibia. Thicv too, bave founid a
hiappiness in iieeting thecir fellow-nîiei ini the humbler wvalks

of life, and in appealing to eniotioxîs wvhich arc

dchiefly tIiose±

]E-sscntial and cîtsi.il ini the hca.rt,

Ilîat 'Illîd tlic sinpler fornis of rural lire

Exist 11ore sileýl in ilicir celenets,
Aild speik a 1:Î)e aga

Least of ail w~il1 the Editors of the * Journal "dcnv thiat

froni the tinie wl'hen its officers w'ere dixlv appoinited, uînh1ilItie

first iiuml)ier of Vol. XI.sbould 1e before its readers, there

lias been scairccly more than a breathing space.

But inow' that ail are: lack agrain-all but thiceighitecni of Ilic
gyraditating class of e97-we arc at once conscious, of the facr
that nîuichi lias been donce in the Collcgc during our absence.

Thec Qld Building- lias l)ccn thoroughly renovated. and iinuchi
taste bias b)e,.n shiowxi alnd if0 Cxpense spaired ini order thiat the
roonis iiighlt be coînfortable and attractive to the studIclt.

For ail of whvli wc -arc unlder dle 1 mil lastiing obligations to
tiiose kind fricnds whiosc intercst ini the stud(iets lias once

again been shlown ini tliis practical niannier.
\Vhethcer it is the: briglitcnixîg of the moins, or the inspira-

tion rcliv'ed from iîccting our, old Graduates at thec Re-Unlioni,

or secing tlie Principal again at luis accustomced post after a
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sessioln's absence, or wrhether it is ail these combined, there is

a general and prevaient feeling that the outlook for the prescrit

session is a very brighit and hopeful onie. And sharing in part

this encouraging outlook, the Editors go forward to their

duties with the resoive tlat at least tirne and labour wvil1 not

be wanting in order that the " journal " may continue to liold
its enviable position among College magazines.

During the session -we hope to publishi most of the papcrs

read at tiie Re-Union, withl the speciai desire tliat our Gýradu-

ates wl'ho %vere unable to bc present inay kio'somiething- of
the ivork donc, and we also belleve that thiese papers xviii be of

ver geilcrai intercst to ail our readers.
Dr. Canmpbell w~iil continue lis intercsting " Talks abott

Books," and w~e expect to begin in..the next nuniber a series by
Dr. Scrimgi,,er, which -we feel suie xvili be equally popular -with

tliose of the past sessions. Other subjccts of a purciy literary

chiaracter, which were crowded out of the present nuniber for

want of space, -mili be begun xithout further delay.

Mie also lookz forward to hearing, fromni any of our Gradu-

ates, to w~hoin wc take this opportunity of saying that the

colunins of the " Journal " -will always be opcn to thcmi for tlic
discussion of any subject wlhich thcy believe would enabie the
icijournal " more tlian ever to serve its origin~al purpose ini

advancig the intcrcsts of truth and of tlic CoilegeC."

Thiis first number of the " journal " is naturaily soniewhat
gencral ini cliaracter-at lzast, so far as ,the editorial columun

is conccrned. Therefore, w'e niay bc excused any xvanderings

our pen indulges ini.

After six monthis' vacation, we are careful not to use the

name hioliday too ighitly, wc find ourseives gathcrcd together

for new work. Naturallv our thoughits are toward the future,
stili w'e tliink it wcell to give a glance at recmit events, were it

only to shew wc hiave.not forgotten thein. Quite a nuniber of

things have happencd since our last nuniber appcared.

he Greco-Turkish war lias biown up and out sixice then.
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0f course, likze ail other studenits, we hioped Greece would win.
But she didn't, and aur only consolation is that the elinm
didinot get a chance to bombard thie Parthienon as they (lid
once before. But enough of that ! It lias not been our habit
ta, deal muchi withi internationial. events, or political affairs of
any kind, s0 we pass on ta sometliing of more local interest.

Dinring the summiier Caniada lias been honoured by the visit,
first of the ]3ritishi Association for the Advaiiceînent 0f Science,

and later iof the Medical Association. E-ach body w~as coin-

pased of men of learning anid reputation in1 thecir several
branches of study, and their visit cannot fail ta awak-en interest
ini Caniada and kindly feeling towards lier. M\,cGill playcd a
pronîinent part in thieir enitertainniient.

Dlgates froin the University met tfli menîbers of the

Britisli Association off Rimîouski, and on thie wvay' up the St.
Lawrenîce ta Montreal,pointed out tlie iîiany places of hlistori-

cal iliterest. As the mieetings of the Association Nvere lield in

Toroiîto, the mienîbers could oiîly 1e entertained in passing.
Tlie miost was inade of the olpportunitv, however, for they

wvere shiowiitlîrotugh the Uniiversity buildings and dined in the

Museuni. To niany of the gucsts Canada w-as quite îîew, and

tlie% expressed theniselves surprised and delighited at tlîe pro-

,gress w~e lhad-inade in education. Tliey hiad not before realized

the importance of McGill.
The îîiembers of the Medccical Association w'vere îîot sucli

strangers to-.uLs, thue miajority of thein beingf froin Canada and

the Uniited States.
Ilîcir stay hiere mvas a coxnparatively lonîg one, and during

it tliey were flue guests ;of the Uuiversitv. The niany friends

of tlue College generously placed tlîeir homes at flhe disposai

of the Comnittee, and Ithe visitors -%vere loyally eiitertained

w'itli illumîinations, lunchecons anîd garden parties. Last suiîî-

nier, tiien, is ta, be especially remniîbered in iUniversity circles

as thie time of two very inportanit visits, and tlîe.Alia Mvater

is ta, be coingratulated on receiviing tleie anîd 'also on tlie cxi-

tlîusiasnî and success witli w'îiichi slie entertaincd lier gruests.

-J
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Anotiier evenit caîls for notice froin us. We liave to con-

gratulate the students and staff of the Congregationai College

on the installation of their new Principal.

Our readers no0 doubt reineniber the sketch of Dr. George's.

life iwhicli appeared lately ini the city press, so we nee(l not

refer hiere to his career furthier thani to say it lias been a very

successful one. We take this .opportunity of congratulating

the Congregationai College on tlîeir clîoice and of expresing

our hiope thiat uiuler Dr. George's Icare it wvill contiinue to

prosper.
Vie wvisl the lieN Principal every success in -his efforts to

acconîplishi tlîat aini.

AIMS AND LAIM 0F THE INSTITUTE,

lIn this utilitarian age, every mnovenient must lie rea(ly to

justify itself by practical aimis and resuits. And if the Aluiîii
Association of our College is to meet any response -%%lienî it

appeals to the gyraduates to attend its animal Institute, it muiist

give goo(l andl sufficient reason for thiese gathierings.
NOW, its purposes oughit to provide thiese. Thevy are thiree,

inainiy :
(a) he personal benefit of the graduates an(l the' nîllrove-

nment of tlieur wvork. Mie Re-Union is a 'relaxation froni the

pressure 'of our dlaily toil. lit is an intellectulal stimulus to uls

-ail. MW e are ail specialists ini oui- own Iine, and -\Ne ail think

independently. This gives us more strength but 1iess, breadlth,

for ini devotilig our attention to, onc Elne of thoughlt or workz,
we iwithidraw froin flhc othiers. But iii a conference the best

resuits of eaci rnan's work is nmade thue property of ail. Mie

lInstitute should also be a moral and spiritual strengyth, broad-

ening our sympathies, teacinig us ilew inethocis, and inspiring

ils to new Unes of activity, decpeniiig oui- devotion, and raisingy

oui- spirituality, as we catch the inispirationi and sec the princi-

pies withi whichi oui- best men serve God.
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(b) Mie wvclfare of the College is another of the amnis of the i

Institute. Tlie graduates are rcpreselite(l in the Senate, and 1
sliould take a deep interest iii the management and curriculum
of the College. We niust advocate its interests in our sphieres
of lalor, securing contributions, sending students to lier hialls, '

and extending lier usefulness in every way. No institution
can prosper unless it be Ioyally supported by? its Alunîniii. Mie
need a yearly Re-Union to secure united and vigorous action.
This ;question of fees iii the Arts course is calling for attention.
XVe can accommadate stili more students. Vie wvant more .*

prof essors. And to reacli these ends we mnust have union and
fervid loyalty ,and Mien we believe thiat th&e teaching. princi-
pies and graduates of our collegye are the very' best'ini the ]and.
We have strong grouinds for urging its dlaims.

(c) The papers of our Institute should be a substantial con..

tril)ution to the religious thouglit of the vear. No (loubt our
graduates do miucli toward solvingy the great 1prob1enis thiat
face our Chiurchi, but hitherto thieir efforts liave been scattered.
By suchi an Iinstituite thecir best thouglit wvill be concefltrate(l 1
on great themes, and the whole Chiurcli Nil' be profited
thereby.

If these be the ainis of the Institute, its dlaimis on the gradu-
ates are very strong.

M le should arrangce our work so thiat we can spare tiat'weekz
to attend its mecetings. This miay be hiarV for miany, especially
for those whlose hiolidays close shortly before. and whiose win-

ters Nvorkz is just beginingii. But sonie of our busiest men
overcaie thiat difficultyv this year, and othiers can do likewise.
After careful conisideration of all the interests involved. the
society concluded thiat the week of the College openiing -\,,as
the lest timie available for the Ifnstitute, and we hiope thiat next 1
October miany more of our Graduates w~iIl be present.

WC should keep that w'e.ek clear ofall othier engagements.
Thiere are miany conventions in session tlien, and this Y-car
thiese kept.several of our Alumniii away. Now, even if xve have

to chioose betwveen the tw0,ý,\Ne shall .o more good, and receive
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more benefit here than elsewhiere, and, besides, the dlaims of
our College should have the first place. But if -%ve let local
organizations know thatithlis week is reserved for our meeting,
tlievr Nvill arrange to hoid their meetings at a more convenient
season.

We shiould try -to attend ail the meetings. Several of our
best mneetingrs at thieIop)eing- and close of the Institute were
w'eakened. because many of our o-raduàtes Ilad either to comie
late or go early. They lost 'somie of the best papers of the
conference. It will be a great benefit to ourselves and others
if hiereafter w'e corne as early and stay as late as posible.

\Ve should seek to interest other graduates in the Institute,
M\any have been out of College for a long time, and mian-y
th-ingis have hiindered themi fromn keepingr up an active interest
iii it. Thiey are as loyal as ever, onIy thiey hiave grown care-

less. One or txvo enthiusiastic Alumni in each Presbytery could
secure a much larger attendance than wve hiad this year. Othier

ministers should be invited too,- for our visitors this year wvere

a great bielp to our meetings.
E achi graduate should think of new subjects to be discussed,

and ncev ways iii whiich the Association's work can be made

more effective, and write the Presîclcnt or Secretary about

them. Thiey will cyladly receive .any suggestions, and co-

operate w'ith all\whio are ready to wvork in the interests of our

Aima Mkater. Themi-es of vital inte-est mighit be thougrht of by
our distant miembers whIichi the RExecutive mighit overlook,
and if thcy -,votld sugygest themn our meetings Nvould be given

greater variety and'i usefulness than ever. Our Institute

appeais to ils for oulr best thioughit and service. This wvill not

impoverish uls in our work, but wvill be as seed sowvn whlici wvill

yield a hundred-fold. It wvilI lift us ont of ruts into Nvhich \ve
are apt tofall, it wvill strcngthien our thiouglit, it wvill renew our
youth, it wvill be a source of power to our brethiren wvhose diffi-

culties miay be as great. as our own.
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jpartie francaise.

LA LITTÉRATURE CHALDÉO-ASSYRIENNE.

Par M. le PROFESSEUR CoUSSIR AT.

Si un romancier, il y a cinquante ans, au cours d'une fiction

plus ou moins ingénieuse, avait parlé d'une littérature consi-
dérable, vieille de près de soixante siècles, produit de la civili-
sation d'un peuple puissant, dont les livres, l'écriture et la
langue, perdus avant l'ère chrétienne, avaient été retrouvés
,dans les entrailles de la terre et 'déchiffrés avec certitude, on
aurait crié à l'invraisemblance.

Et cependant c'est de l'histoire. La littérature chaldéo-
assyrienne, si longtemps enfouie sous les ruines de Ninive, de
Babylone et des territoires avoisinants a revu le jour. On en
a deviné l'écriture à force de patience. On en a ressuscité et
compris la langue qui était non seulement morte, mais incon-
nue. On en a traduit des morceaux qui sont déjà plus nom-
breux que l'Ancien Testament tout entier.

Comment on s'y est pris, et ce qu'on a découvert de plus im-

portant, tel est le sujet de ce travail.

I.

Chardin au XVIIIème siècle, et d'autres voyageurs avant
lui (De Figueroa en 1618) (1) avaient vu sur des monuments

en ruine à Persépolis et ailleurs des inscriptions en caractères

ayant la forme de coins et appelés pour cela cunéiformes. On
savait par les auteurs anciens que quelques-uns de ces monu-
nents avaient été élevés par les princes achéménides : Darius,

fils d'Hystaspe, (521 av. J.-C.) Xerces, Artaxerces. .. et on sup-

(i) On dit qu'en i6iS De Figueroa, ambassadeur espagnol, visita et décrivit les

ruines de Persépolis et appela l'attention sur les inscriptions cunéiform,:s, et qu'en

1621 Pistro della Valle opina qu'elles devaient se lire de droite à gauche.
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posa que ces inscriptions avaient été gravées par leurs ordres.

On y avait aussi remarqué trois systèmes d'écriture cunéi-

forme, et comme ces trois sortes d'écriture étaient toujours

placées côte à côte on conclut à trois versions du même texte.
adressées aux trois principales races qui formaient l'empire

perse.
On supposa que la, première devait être en ancien perse,

langue du souverain lui-même. Or cette langue offrait moins
de difficultés que les autres. Les caractères employés n'é-

taient qu'au nombre (le trente-six et les mots étaient séparés

par un clou en diagonale. Certains mots contenaient tant de
caractères qu'il était permis (le croire qu'on avait là les lettres,
non des syllabes, et que la langue persane s'écrivait avec un
alphabet, non avec un svllabaire.

On remarqua (le plus qu'il fallait lire ces inscriptions (le

gauche à droite, puisque les ligues commençaient à gauche

exactement les unes sous les autres tandis qu'à droite elles se

terminaient fort irrégulièrement. C'est à cet ensemble de

résultats qu'étaient arrivés Carsten Nicbuhr (1778), Tychsen

(1798), Munter (1802).
Grotefend, savant hanovrien, alla beaucoup plus loin (1802).

Il observa que les inscriptions commençaient généralement

par trois ou quatre mots dont l'un changeait et les autres res-

taient invariables. Le mot qui changeait avait trois formes,
bien que la même forme se trouvât toujours sur le même

monument. Il en conclut g1ie ce mot représentait le n<om

d'un roi et que les mots suivants indiquaient ses titres. L'un

de ces noms supposés paraissait plus souvent que les autres, et

comme il était trop court pour désigner Artaxerces et trop

long pour se lire Cyrus, Grotefend pensa qu'il (levait signifier

Darius ou Xercès. L'étude (les classiques lui apprit que

certains monuments où se trouvait ce nom avait été élevés par

Darius, et il chercha d'après cette indication la valeur (les

lettres dans le mot Darius sous sa forme hébraïque 'Dàrhê-

oush,' lu aujourd'hui en Zend Dàrayavaoush. Le voilà donc

en possession (le la valeur présumée de six lettres. Il s'atta-
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qua ensuite au deuxième nom de roi qui avait à peu près la
même longueur que celui (le Darius. Ce (levait être Xercès,
]Kshhershê, lu aujourd'hui Klhshayarshâ. S'il avait deviné

juste, la cinquième lettre 'r' de ce dernier mot devrait étre la

même que la troisième dans le mot Darius. Il en était ainsi.

Grotefend se trouvait donc dans la bonne voie.

Le troisième nom, beaucoup plus long que les deux autres,
ressemblait par sa dernière partie à celui de Xercès. Il
fallait lire sans doute Artaxercès, d'autant plus que la seconde

lettre était bien une 'r.'
Grotefend procéda die même pour le mot qui suivait toujours

le nom propre et qu'il lut Khshajatija, roi. Il avait déter-
miné treize lettres les travaux ultérieurs ont confirmé la
valeur de huit d'entre elles. La clef était trouvée, mais il ne

put pousser plus avant ses recherches, faute de connaissances
philologiques suffisantes.

Ici entre en scène Eugène Buriiouf qui avait approfondi

l'étude du Zend. Il s'occupa avec succès des inscriptions

cunéiformes, mais la mort l'empêcha d'utiliser tous les maté-
riaux qu'il avait amassés. Un die ses disciples, Christian

Lassen et Sir Henry Rawlinson (1846) furent plus heureux.

La lict- (les satrapies perses dans l'inscription de Darius à
Nask-i-Rustamn et surtout la copie de la longue inscription cde

Darius sur le roc cie Béhistoun par Sir H. Rawlinson per-

mirent à ces deux savants, indépendamment l'un de l'autre, de
construire un alphabet identique, sauf une seule lettre, et à
l'aide du zend et du sanscrit d'en lire la langue.

Il fallait maintenant déchiffrer les versions parallèles. Ce

n'était pas chose facile. Point de division entre les mots.

Les caractères en étaient fort nombreux et très compliqués.

Mais la découverte de Ninive par M. Botta, (i) consul cie

France à Mossoul (1846), les fouilles de Sir A. H. Layard à

Koyoundjik et à Nimroucd (1849 à 1851) facilitèrent la tâche

en livrant au public une grande quantité de documents nou-

veaux, qui ornent le musée du Louvre et le British Museum,

(t) Il découvrit le palais dle Sargon à Khorsabad (1S43-45).
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On ne sait encore dans quelle langue a été rédigée la deu-
xième inscription Peut-être est-ce dans la langue des Mèdes
ou des Scythes. Mais M. Botta constata que les caractères
de la troisième inscription parallèle à celle qu'on avait lue à
l'aide du vieux perse étaient identiques à ceux que l'on voit
sur les monuments trouvés dans les fouilles d'Assyrie. On
supposa donc que la langue de la troisième colonne était
l'assyrien et une traduction de la première inscription en
ancien perse. Les fouilles de Layard confirmèrent cette con-
jecture. Ce fut le point de départ du déchiffrement des textes

assyriens.
Mais on n'était pas à bout de peine. L'écriture cunéiforme

assyrienne est très compliquée, nous l'avons (lit. Pas d'alpha-

bet, mais des signes idéographiques et syllabiques très nom-

breux, et les mêmes signes doivent se lire de plusieurs mani-
ères, selon les cas. C'est H-incks (1849-52) qui le premier
découvrit le caractère syllabique de l'assyrien. Layard re-
trouva l'ancienne bibliothèque de Ninive qui contenait

des listes de caractères avec leurs divers sons et leur

sens idéographiques, des tables de synonymes, des catalogues
de plantes et d'animaux. 'M. J. Oppert (1851-1854) en com-
pagnie de Fulgence Fresnel, explora avec succès la Mésopota-
mie. M. Oppert a exposé pour la première fois, d'une mani-
ère suivie, les principes du déchiffrement des inscriptions chal-
déennes et assyriennes C'est lui aussi qui. a publié la pre-

mière grammaire assyrienne. (186o).

Et on continuait à fouiller le sol. En 1873, George Smith

découvrit en Assyrie et en Babylonie des milliers de briques

couvertes d'écriture, formant la bibliothèque d'Assurbanipal

(668 av J.-C.) et comprenant des syllabaires, des .textes juri-

diques et grammaticaux... et les célèbres tablettes du déluge.

Hormuz Rassam (1877-1881) a retrouvé, outre 1,400 nouvelles

briques, les portes;de bronze de Balawat et l'édit de Cyrus

(538 av. J.-C.) M. E. de Sarzec (1876-1881) a rapporté cie
Tello, dans la Basse-Chaldée, au Louvre à Paris tout un en-

semble de statues couvertes d'inscriptions du caractère le plus
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antique, ne remontant pas à moins de 3,000 à 4,500 ans avant
notre ère.

Ces matériaux, dont la quantité s'accroit sans cesse, ont été

et sont constamment mis en oeuvre par une armée (le travail-

leurs infatigables, parmi lesquels il convient (le nommiîer M. de

Saulcy, Ménant, François Lenormant, Schrader, Fr. Delitsch,

Haupt, Sayce, Pinches, -Ialévy, Strassmaier, Stanislas Guy-

ard, Amiaud, Pognon.

II.

Quel profit a-t-on retiré de ces études ?
Toute une civilisation 'très complexe, très avancée à quel-

ques égards, la plus ancienne (le celles que nous connaissons

s'est révélée aux yeux (le notre génération, après un oubli de
plus de deux mille ans. Nous savons aujourd'hui assez bien

comment vivaient, ce que pensaient, ce que croyaient, ce qu'-
ont fait les peuples des bords du Tigre et de l'Euphrate de

4,500 à 150 ans avant J.-C. L'histoire d'Hérodote (484-406),

de Bérose(I Vème siècle avantj.C.),de Damascius(VIème siècle
après J.-C.) est ou à compléter, ou le plus souvent à refaire.
Il faut renoncer aux légendes de Ninus, de Sémiramis, de
Sardanapale, et à bien d'autres contes dont on nous a nourris

au collège. Les récits de l'Ancien Testament par contre y

trouvent d'éclatantes confirmations, et plusieurs textes obscurs

jusqu'ici, dans Esaïe par exemple, reçoivent une vive clarté (les

documents assyriens.
Si la littérature chaldéo-assvrienne a pu revivre après avoir

été si longtemps ensevelie, si l'on a pu retrouver les ouvrages

originaux, et non des copies plus ou moins altérées comme

dans les autres littératures, c'est grâce aux matériaux em-

ployés par les peuples pratiques qui l'ont cultivée. Les Assy-
riens semblent avoir voulu écrire pour l'éternité. (Les

papyri assyriens sont détruits.)

Ils ont laissé des textes gravés sur le roc, à une hauteur

presque inaccessible, comme les inscriptions de Darius, près

de Persépolis en Perse et à Béhistoun en Médie,-celle de

'Z-
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Tiglath-Pileser 1er près du Tigre (1130 av. J.-C.),-celle de
Nébuchadnezzar (604 av. J.-C.) dans le Liban.

D'autres textes sont gravés sur des briques cuites au soleil

ou au four (1) sur des cylindres d'argile, sur des plaques de
marbre et d'albâtre, sur des statues, (les obélisques, d'énormes

taureaux ailés à face humaine, et principalement sur des ta-

blettes ('argile de toute forme.
Ce qu'on en a déchiffré eilbrasse toute sorte de sujets

guerres (les rois de Ninive et de Babylone, leurs chasses, leurs
édî;i.ces; politique, géographie, listes chronologiques et récits

qui remontent à 4500 ans avant notre ère, religion, grand

poème épique en douze livres, tablettes astrologiques, remèdes

secrets, oracles, calendriers, liste de synonymes, de professions,

<e personnes, d'animaux. de plantes, de vêtements, d'outils de
bois, d'étoiles, syllabaires, paradigmes, lettres, contrats, rap-
ports (le généraux et d'astronomes, pétitions, actes d'achats et

de ventes, certificats dle mariage, legs, testaments, inventaires.
reçus.-enfin presque tout ce que l'on retrouverait sous les
décombres d'une grande ville moderne. sauf les inventions de
la science contemporaine.

Il me parait, d'après cette incomplète énumération, qu'on

pourrait classer comme suit les documents assyriens : papiers
d'affaires, c'est-à-dire briques ou tablettes d'affaires-littéra-
ture profane et littérature sacrée.

Les documents d'affaires rentrent à peine dans la littérature.

Comme ceux (le nos jours ils n'avaient d'autre but que de coin-

server la preuve les transactions opérées.
La littérature profane comprend les récits (le guerre, <le

chasse, <'astrologie et tout ce qui n'est pas spécifiquement reli-
gieux. Elle est intéressante, parce qu'elle nous renseigne
sur les personnages célèbres, vaguement connus mar l'Ancien
'estament ou les historiens de l'antiquité, et qui prennent dans
les inscriptions un relief extraordinaire. Ils vivent, pour ainsi
dlire. sous nos veux.

Voici, par exemple, un abrégé (le l'inscription gravée sur le

(T) Au rour Ninive, um solcil i 1abyloie.
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cylindre de Cyrus (Sayce, Fresh Light on Ancient Monu-
ments, p. 172 :)

Les (lieux quittèrent leurs autels quand N\aboni(los (le der-
nier roi (le Babylone) les apporta à Babylone. Mérodacli dé-
signa un roi, Cyrus roi d'Elam, dont le nom est connu par

toute la terre. (Récit des exploits de Cyrus). ...Mérodach,
le puissant Seigneur, le restaurateur cde son peuple, se réjouit
des exploits de son lieutenant, qui était juste de main et ue
coeur.. ..Vers la ville dc Babylone il le fit marcher, se tenant à
ses côtés comme un am :t un compagnon. Sans coup férir,
il le fit entrei à Babvlone. . . .1l lui livra Nabonidos qui n'avait

pas la crainte de Mérodach. ..Je suis Cyrus, le roi des légions,
le grand roi, le puissant roi, roi de Babylone, roi de Sumer et
d'Accad, roi des quatre zones, fils de Cambyse, le grand roi,
roi d'Elam, petit-fils de Cyrus le grand roi, roi d'Elam, arrière-
petit-fils de Teispes le grand roi, roi d'Elamî, dle l'ancienne t

race royale dont l'empire a été aimé par Bel et par Nébo.

En ce temps-là j'entrai paisiblement à Babylone . ... J'étendis

mon empire .... Mérodacli le puissant Seigneur, réjouit le

coeur de son serviteur à qui furent asservis les enfants de Ba-

bylonie... Dans la bonté le leur coeur puissent tous les dieux

fue j'ai rétablis intercéder auprès de Bel et (le Nébo pour

qu'ils prolongent mes jours, qu'ils bénissent mes desseins et

qu'ils disent à Mérodach, mon Seigneur : Cyrus, le roi, ton
adorateur et Camnbysc son fils (méritent ta faveur.)"

D'autres inscriptions conservent le souvenir des invasions
assyriennes ci Syrie, ci Palestine. en Phénicie, Ci Egypte.

Il y est question <le la prise le Samarie en 722 par Sargou, de
celle de Jérusalem par Nébuclhadnezzar, et le bien d'autres

évènements qu'il serait trop long de décrire.

La littérature proprement religieuse est plus importante

encore. Elle forme déjà une bibliothèque. On y trouve des
livres sacrés qu'on a pu appelex le Rig-Véda chaldéen. Les

récits de la Genèse mosaique y sont reproduits, imais avec une

forte teinte (le polythéisme. Je suis tenté d'expliquer ce fait,

avec François Lenoriant, comme une survivance des tradi-

f..
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tions primitives (le l'humanité conservées purement dans la
Genèse biblique et altérées par (les légendes postérieures dans
la Genèse chaldéenne.

Deux citations feront toucher du doigt la différence.
Voici comment le texte découvert par G. Smith explique

l'origine des choses :

" jadis ce qui est en haut ne s'appelait pas ciel,
Et ce qui est ci bas sur la terre n'avait pas de nom.
Un abime (apsù) infini fut leur générateur:
Un chaos fut la mer, qui enfanta l'univers.
Jadis les dieux étaient sans aucune existence.
Un nom n'était pas nommé, un destin n'était pas fixé.
Alors furent créés les grands dieux.
Les dieux Lahmu et Lahamu existaient d'abord seuls,
Jusqu'à ce que s'augmenta'le nombre des dieux.

La création comprend, comme dans la Bible, les astres, les

plantes, les animaux, l'homme. (Ce dernier ;texte n'a pas
encore été retrouvé.)

Pas d'inscription connue sur l'institution du sabbat, mais le
septième jour était observé parmi les Babyloniens comme

"jour de repos pour le coeur " (ci assyrien), et ' jour de
l'achèvement du travail " (en accadien).

On n'a pas non plus trouvé.de récit (le la chute, mais cer-
taimes gravures en supposent la connaissance. On V voit un
arbre, d'unmx côté un homme et <le l'autre une femme tendent la

main vers les fruits qu'il porte et un serpent se dresse derrière
eux.

Le paradis est mentionné. Eden était le nom <le la plaine (le
Babylone où vécurent les premiers êtres créés. Des quatre
fleuves qui entouraient le paradis, nous connaissons le Tigre
et l'Euphratc. Pishon signifie canal ci babylonien, et Gihon
rivière ci accadien. Les chérubins étaient des taureaux ailés
à face humaine gardant l'entrée <les palais.

(A suivre.)
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CHEZ-NOUS.

Les journaux quotidiens ont déjà fait savoir que <le
superbes travaux ont été lus au Morrice Hall par (les profes-
seurs et par des gradués de notre collège pendant la semaine
qui a précédé Fouverture des cours. Il serait inutile d'y
revenir. D'ailleurs tous ces travaux paraitront dans le cou-
rant le l'hiver sous l'ancienne rubrique " Our Graduates'
Pulpit."

M. S. Rondeau, le la mission St.-J ean-Baptiste, y a présenté
un essai magistral sur " le problème français." A la demande
<le M. le Principal, il fut décidé que le travail (le M. Rondeau
serait publié sous forme <le brochure, et distribué à foison chez
nos frères anglais <le Québec et d'Ontario.

Lors <le la rentrée les classes, nos garçons nageaient dans la

joie. A côté dles figures aimées les professeurs et des cama-
rades. nous avions le plaisir <le rencontrer plusieurs gradués
de notre collège.

L'élément français y était représenté par M.M. les docteurs
Chiniquy et Amaron; M.M. les pasteurs Duclos, (qui se porte
maintenant comme le Pont-Neuf.) S. Rondeau, J. L. 'Morin,
. P. lBruneau, G. Charles et J. Charles. Cc dernier parle

avec enthousiasme <le sa mission à Cornwall.

V. Genova desservira la mission italienne <le Montréal peu-
dant l'hiver, et J. E. Menançon celle <le Saint-1-Ienri.

Un die perdu, trois de trouvés ! L. Abrani qui était en pre-
mière de théologie l'année dernière a cru devoir suspendre ses
études pour aller enseigner aux écoles <le la Pointe-aux-

Trembles. C. F. Cruchon, ancien maitre aux nièmes écoles,
se prépare actuellement à l'étude <le la théologie. La saison a
aussi amené H. Dubois et H. Joliat au cours préparatoire.

Pauvres petits, ils sont éparpillés clans la ville ! Le vent cde
l'émigration s'est déchaîné avec impétuosité sur quelques

chambres et a emporté dans ses flancs presque toute la classe
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préparatoire. Les théologiens ont été épargnés pour en

apporter la nouvelle et,. comme par le passe, c'est au collège

qu'ils reçoivent leurs amis.
E.C.

RETOUR AU BERCAIL.

Vous est-il jamaih arrivé durant vos courses missionnaires
de traverser la solitude d'un bois, alors que commence l'agonie
(le la nature ? Cà et là, le bruissement monotone. des feuilles
tombantes vous pénètre d'un sentiment de tristesse dont on
ne petit toujours se défendre ; 'c'est du moins ce que doit

éprouver le malheureux qui attend du hasard le pain du lende-
main. Mais celui pour qui un abri confortable est assuré
pendant l'hiver. et qui surtout aura le bonheur d'orner son
esprit de connaissances utiles, cette mélancolie ne tarde pas à
se changer sinon en allégresse, du moins n une profonde gra-
titude pour Celui qui est la source (le toute grâce et de tout
don parfait.

Pendant la belle saison nous avons eu l'inestimable privilège
die parler (les richesses (le l'amour divin, et maintenant, l'au-
tomne, cet avant coureur des frimas semble nous dire: Le
temps s'en va, profitez des nombreux avantages que Dieu vous
accorde et retournez au collège afin d'y trouver de nouveaux

matériaux qui vous permettront de travailler encore à la cons-
truction du grand édifice, dont Jésus-Christ est la pierre angu-
laire.

En effet, après la partie pratique des études, chaque brebis,
ou plutôt chaque futur pasteur revient généralement au ber-

cail avec le sentiment du devoir accompli, et, il est bien natu-

rel qu'après avoir secoué la poussière de nos souliers pendant

tout un *été, nous éprouvions le besoin <le souffler sur celle de

nos livres, afin de classer de nouveau par ordre <le grandeur
ces vieux camarades sur les nombreux rayons de nos vastes
bibliothèques.

Revoir nos professeurs est, on le comprend. une joie non
moins grande, car c'est par leur habile concours que nous dé-
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couvrirons (le nouveaux trésors dans cette mine inépuisable, la
Bible; trésors qui nous permettront de monter toujours plus
haut dans l'échelle spirituelle qui conduit jusqu'au cieux.
Aussi combien ces pensées nous encouragent et nous portent
en avant, puisque nous pourrons parler de Dieu encore avec
lus d'ardeur.

Oui, nous poursuivons un but, le plus beau, le plus digne
d'envie; car il consiste à développer les facultés que Dieu

donne à tous. afin de faire valoir les talents que le Maître voiu-

dra bien nous confier.
Comment y parviendrons-nous ? La Parole répond

Avez la foi en Dieu
Ah ! sans doute. au collège les obstacles sont nombreux,

mais non pas infranchissables, et puis Dieu n'est-il pas là ?
Nous avons la volonté, Il nous donnera l'exécution: car

enfin notre but est bie.n celui que devrait avoir pour devise
l'humanité entière: Faire le bien. en suivant le chemin qui con-
duit au Père

Du reste, la pensée que Dicu lions appelle à prêcher les
richesses de son amour et la grandeur de ses merveilles: ou, la
foi profondie que bientôt peut-être nous atteindrons le port
céleste, suffit pour ti-ansporter les montagnes qui semblent

parfois vouloir entraver notre course.
Ayons donc la foi en Dieu ! Travaillons pendant qu'il fait

jour. et alors nous serons ouvriers avec Lui !
JEAN REY.

k
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STUDENTS'- DIRCTORY, 1897-98.

1.-STUDENTS INrUIEOLOGYr.

i. Beatoni, L ... ... Boulardarie, C.B. ... R0011122.

2. Coburtu, D. N., B.A. Melbourne, Que .......... " I.

3. Curdy, E .... .... ..... Port Valais, Swit7.eland... " 2.

4. Elnihurst, J. R ...... .... Peterborough, Oit ......... ' 33.

cz. Gcniova, V............. Cas.-catlendaI-, ItalIY. .244 St. Elizabtletll St.

6. Jainiesoni, S. D ..... .... Inverness, Que .......... Rooni 26.

7. Keith, N. D., B.A. ... Glenicoe, Out ............. 30.

S. Leith, M. J... .. rillia, Onit..............' 13.

9. Menlançon, J. E......Stoke Centre, Que.. ... 31.

io. Nairni, J ............ Strnthavein, Sctind ' 17-

i . Scott, D. J ..... ...... Martitowvn, Out .......... ' 27.

12. Shaw, E. J...........Avoiiiiore, Onit.... ....... ' 21.

13. Wallnce, J. M., B.A. - North Gower, Ont........" 29.

14. Vioiing, 1-., B...... ... Blakeniey, Onit. ..... ...... 2S.

x5. Young, S., B.A ......... Blakeniey, On......" 3

SECOND YLAR :

16. Bl on, M. WV...........aIkefield, Que .......... Roo011 7.

17. Brtintoni, J. N ..... ..... Marvelville, Onit..........' D-

IS. Cronibie, W. T. B., B.A.. Fort Cofflonige, Que........S.

i9. Crozier, 1HT. G.......... Grand Valley, Onlt........ i il.

20. Douglas, RJ., B.A. ltwn N. S ........... 4 20.

21. [---lagtonl, C...... ..... Montrcal, Que........... 46.

22. MacKay, Il............ Ripiey, Ont .............. " 45.

23. McaA. .... Scarp linis, ScoUnid 14.

24. &-cLean, S., B.A.... Bolsover, Ont.............< 19.

25. Rey, jean............. Chaloz sur Lnone, Franlce.. 3.

26. Robertson, J. C., B.A .... Robertson, N. B ........... 24.

27. Scrimger, J. T., B.A.o.r. l Que.......... 24 Summcrhill Ave.
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NaIIMille. C.ity.

28. Clenry, R. S ....... treial, Qu...... R00111 4.

29. FerguIson, li............ MNCL--tcnl's 9ePOt, .. l.... .. 44.

30. Fraser, S. L ........... 1-I.tveslbury, Ont...... 5

3.Mco(,D. M., B. A... . Springton, P..I .......... di 12.

32. MýcGregor, Geo. .... Mauchline, Scotland .. s4S St. 1u St.

33. Stwr,1..... ....... 1Dunbar, Ont .......... .. Rooîn 56.

34. Stuart, J. A ........Nontreal, Que ....... .... 39 MaI-yor St.

35. TVanner, W. P .......... Windsor M\ils, Que ........ ' S.

36. Turner, W. 1)..... .... Appleton, Ont............ 5 .

37. WOth FJ.. J ....... Wehnîn B.C ......... 84 C Ilhc-rt St.

SS. Yule, Geo ..... .... .... Perthshire, Scotland ... Roo111 49.

II.-UNDER'%Gl\ADUATES IN ARTS.

Fou .vri Y'~î :.-A in~s

39. Stephlens, J. G ..... .... Swansea, Wales ......... R0111 9.

(34.) Stnart, j. A ...... ...... Montireal, Quie... . ..... 39 AMayor St.

4o. Turner, 1-. 1i1l..... .... Appleton, Ont.......... Rooîn 52.

(36.) Tur-ner, W. D... . ...... Appleton, Ont ...... ..... '5.

(37-) FortJ,.F..J........ WcllitlgtOnl, B.C ....... .. 84 Caithlcaîi St.

TIhII) \EAR

41. Broiv'n, WV.............\thelstane, Que ......... 12 'Mayor St.

42. Keith, Il. J.......Siitll's FaU1ls, Ont .... 143 Mantlsfield -St.

(22.) ..kyI........... RifleY, Ont............Rootu0 4.

43. Mc- d J. B.....S pringîon, 1'. E . .D

(33.) Stewart1, D .......... unr Ont ............... 56.

(3S.) Vîtie, GeO ..... ......... I>ertihshlit, ScothUld ....... 49.

S Eco -' 1 (., t

44. Cady C.... ......... Fortune CCove,P.I. on41

45. Luttrell, PercY ..... .... o. ral QUe .......... ' '

46. Rowat, T. A ... .... ... Athelstane, QUe ......... 15S Drolet St.

Fins-r XîYIt

47. Locheci, A. WV.... .... North Gowver, Ont....Ron 1011 4

48 MceoA. B.. .SrngnP.EA.... 35.

49. NMathicson, P........F-orrcstcr's Falls, Ont I o.
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IL .- STU DENTS IN L1TERARY COU RSE.

Tiiu i R VAR :»us

Naine. H ome. City."

5o. Anderson, F.... Montrcal, Que ...... i2S Paris St.

5 1. Canieron, A. G . Montreal, Que. . .. Rý1OO1n 26.

a... Campbell, J. D).... .... Toronto, Ont.............' Il 6.

(32.) M\cGregoi, Gea....... aeli, ScOtlandl.-. 145 St. LukeSt.

i3, Thomn, Geo. NNI.........Appleton, Ont ...... .. Rooln 5 1

SECOND YFAR :

54. Alleni, A ............. Kernitville, Onit.... .... Rooni 62.

55. Demole, J. E .... ....... Montreal, Que .... ..... 447 St. Urini St.

56. D)ubois, Il. J.... ...... St. Elizabeth, QUe. .- 716 St. Anidré St.

57. Greig, J. U......Westmoun11t, Que ........ 400 Cote St. Antoine

5S. Johunston, J. L .... .... .Gah, Ont ....... ..... .Rooîn 5o.

59. Lapoinite, C .... ... .... Terrehonne, Que. .......- -217 Drolet St.

Go. Mclnnis, F ... .... ... I-arris, Scotland ........ Rooni 5S.

Gi. Rondeau, A. G ........ Itli, Que.........' 29.

62. Tanner, A. Il .......... Joliette, Que ............. id 38.

Fiits-i' YEAK:

63. Coulinj. E ........ ... Neucha-tel, Sizra .473 St. Laivrence St.

64. Cruchon, C. F ... ...... Druillat, France.....74.4 St. Lawrence St.

65. Joliat, 1-1........... .. Beaucout, France. .. 217 Drolct St.

GG. MacLeod, N. V ......... Granîby, Que ........... Rooni 61.

67' Swinton, Jas.........Rocton, Onit....... .... 4 7


