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WESLEYAN MISSIONARY NOTICES.

NOVEMBER 1st, 1856.

———

NEW CREDIT.

The respected writer of the subjoined statement has done well to give us
;an opportunity of placing it on permanent record ; and the facts and names it
contains are unusually interesting, as being associated with the first happy
attempts of our Church to establish Indian Missions in Canada.

Ezxiract of a Letter from the Rev. L. Whiling, dated September 5th, 1856.

At the New Credit Mission, and on
the first day of June last, Thomas Mc-
Gee died, the subject of this brief notice;
who was born at, or near Lake Simcoe,
in the year of our Lord 1799. He was
*born again’ at the mouth of the Credit
River shortly after the Wesleyan Mis-
sion was established among the Indians
of that place. Ie was baptized by the
late Rev. William Case some time dur-
ing the winter of 1826, and received into
the Wesleyan Methodist Church ; and
from the commencement of his religious
career, I am informed he was * a burn-
ing and a shining light” among his peo-
ple. Tor many years he officiated in the
capacity of a local preacher. llc came
to this place about a year ago from St.
Clair mission, having buried his wife
some time previous to his leaving; and
about the first of November he was mar-
ried to the widow Hopkins of this place,
with whom he spent the rest of his days.
He was very unwell during the winter;
in-the spring he appeared much better,
and hopes were entertained that he
svould recover his bealth, but these
hopes were groundless: he was taken
-suddenly worse and sanlk rapidly into
the arms of death. I visited him a short
time before he died, and he expressed
an-unwavering confidence in the Lord
Jesus Christ. Ile said that he was per-
fectly free from the fear of death ; he
could confidently say in the language of
boly writ, “Q death, where is thy sting ;
{0 grave, where is thy victory; the 8 ng
of death is sin, and the strength of sin 1s
the law; but thanks be to God who
giveth us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.” In this happy state of
mind he.continued until he took his de-
parture from this world. His little
daughter, a girl ahout thirteen years.old,

who was in a declining state of health
when her father died, has since “ gone
the way of all the earth.’ I conversed with
her on the subject of health, and urged
the necessity of our being regenerated
or born again in order to our being ad-
mitted into the kingdom cf glory. She
appearcd to be very much affected, es-
pecially while we were engaged in pray-
er. We appointed a prayer meeting at
the place wuere she was, for her benefit,
Suflice it to say those efforts were not
in vain; the Lord who has in all ages of
the world manifested a willingness to
hear the prayers of his people,—heard
our united supplications and interces-
sions to the joy of her youthful heart;
so that she was enabled through grace
to triumph over death. “ O that men
would praise the Lord for his goodness,
and for his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men!”

We have to record the death of ano-
ther of our distinguished members, the
wife of Father Sawyer, (the only surviv-
ing chief of this band of Indians since
the death of the late Rev. Peter Jones).
Sister Sawyer experienced religion on
the Grand River, to which place she and
several others of the tribe had repaired
in order to witness the power of God,
They had heard of the reformation that
was then going on among the Grand
River Indians through the instrument-
ality of the Wesleyan Missionaries, and
they were anxious not only to see but to
feel the power of divine grace. It is
scarcely necessary for me to say they
were not disappointed ; the greater num-
ber, if not all of them, were made the
bhappy partakers of the grace of life.
Qur departed sister, with many others
then and there, joined that branch of
the-Christian church, of which she-con-
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tinued a faithful member until she was
translated to the church triumphant, at
God's right hand above. Her last sick-
ness was long and painful, but she en-
dured her afflictions with hecoming re-
signation. I visited her frequently, and
always found her rejoicing in hope of
the glory of God. She died on the 39th
of June, and ber remains were conveyed

MINES.
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to ‘‘the house appointed for all living,”
there to remain until the trumpet of
God shall sound to call the nations to
his bar. To be permitted to assemble
with those who shall ‘come from the
east and west, and sit down with Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of
heaven” on that great rising day, is the
highest ambition ofthe writer.

— s ——

BRUCE MINES.
Ezxtract of @ Letter from the Rev. J. Forsytk, dated April Sth, 1856.

The following summary may be use-
ful in assisting you to form a clear judg-
ment of the state of things here, and of
what the Missionary Committee had bet-
ter do in relation to it.

The nearest white Canadian settle-
ment, east of us, is, I am told, about
three hundred miles distant ; that on the
west, Sault Ste. Marie, about forty miles:
so that weare pretty much isolated from
the rest of the habitable world.

The population, as by the last census,
is the following :—

BRUCE MINES.

Men 126; Boys, under 16 years 85-
Women76; Girls « 79.
Together, 366 souls.

WELLINGTON MINES,

Mer 30; Boys 17.

Women 19; Girls 17,

Together, at this Mine, 83 souls; or,
on the whole location 449 souls.

This population includes English,
Scotch, Irish, French, and half-breeds,
nominally belonging to the Methodist,
Presbyterian, Episcopal, and Roman
churches: and, some, I regret to observe,
are related to no religious community;
seemingly “having no hope, and with-
out God in the world.”

One source of discouragement to a
missionary coming here is, the unsettled
state of the inhabitants. At the Wel-
lington Mines the men are brought out
by special engagement for three years,
for which reason, many of them leave
their families behind them, and send
home their earnings for their support.
This makes the difference between the
number of the men, and that of the
women : it is also the cause of the fluc-
tuation in the numbers of our church.

I find on the class-book, at one time
nearly thirty members ; at another time
not more than ten. This was the num-
ber returned to the last Conference;
since then, four of these ten have re-
moved; two quite gone from us ; one to
England, the other into the lower part
of the province. The other two wish
still, though distant, to be considered
members of our little society. It will
not, therefore, be proper to report an in-
crease, to the number of lust year, tho
I am seeking to have a new class form-
ed of parties, for the most part females,
who were members of the church in the
old country. Imay add here, that at
first, most of the miners were from Corn-
wall, in England, and included & good
many warm-hearted members from the
parent Society ; now the greater part are
Scotch, and though regular in their at-
tendance upon public worship, are much
disinclined to unite in membership with
us. They are not, however, unwilling
to contribute a little to the funds of our
Church; indeed the most liberal of our
contributors are found among them.

Another thing that preys upon the
mind of a thoughtful Missionary is, that
while his sphere of work is limited, and
his hope of increasing the numbers of
his church not very flattering, the cost
of living is greater than in many other
places.

The discouraging state of the Mines is
anuther drawback upon our hopes; no-
thing having been realized yet in the
form of return for the outlay. This fact
may not prove permanent, as the disco~
very of rich veins of ore would give a
new character to the undertaking. But
at present it makes all parties connected
with it feel somewhat unsettled; and
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prevents that fixedness of purpose, and
atability of pursuit, which might other-
wise exist. But on this part of the sub-
ject I have spoken before. The Compa-
Dy, however, have sixteen hundred
squarc miles of frontier land upon their
hands, which if not productive now,
must be 8o some day in the future,

On the other hand we cannot forget
that here are four hundred and fifty
souls, whom Divine providence has
placed in our hands, to watch over as
those for whom we must give an account
to God. These pcor people have none
beside to care for their souls; they are
strangers, for the most part, in a strange
place; and no longer held by the re-
straints of home, nor quickened by the
examples of svorshipping multitudes,
large chapels and churches, and the
awakening religious sactivity of the fa-
ther-land ; they are in danger of sinking
into a state of disregard of everything
heavenly and divine. They have a
claim upon our christian sympathy ;
they must not perish for lack of know-
fedge; we must teach them the words
by which they shall be saved. 1f we
have not the assistance of others, we
have not their opposition ; the field is
our own.

Again the number of the children
gives a fine opportunity to sow the seed
of life, with hope of success; for if the
ground is not cultivated to our hands, it
is not yet grown over with briers and
thorns. Exceedingly do I deplore the
absence of my family from the place. I
feel anxious to have the teaching of the
children in my own hands; being firmly
persuaded that they would be better
taught in all respects, than by the means
of such other teachers as would come
here. Secular teaching, by pious teach-
ers, becomes in their hands religious
teaching; and while the little ones ac-
quire the rudiments of useful learning,
they learn from the counsels and exam-
ples of their teachers, ‘the fear of the
Lord.”

And if the mines have not yet proved
profitable, and if the peoplebe unsettled,
and not likely to stay long in the place;
~—still we have noreason to suppose the
place will be deserted for some time to
come. The amount of capital invested
by the two companies; the extent of ter-
ritory held by them; and the example of

BRUCE BIINES.
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the Americans on the southern side of
the Lake, will induce them to continue
their efforts to find metal as long as they
can; and should these companies give
up, others will be formed to take their
places. Bdlen will no doubt be long on
the ground; and this eircumstance will
afford opportunity, for the shepherds to
gointo the far wilderness,to seek the wan-
dering sheep.

Another thing may be here noticed:
though the place does aot econtain re-
gources sufficient to support a minister,
and though too many in the place care
nothing about him nor his work, nor
indeed about the God that sent him;
yet there is & kind and respectful feel-
ing towards the ministers of the Lord
Jesug Christ in the hearts of most.—
Judging from their condact towards
myself, and from all I have heard of
their conduct towards my predecessor,
Mr. Hill, Ishould have no fear were their
ability equal to their inclination, to trust
the support of myself and family, to
their liberality. They would not like
to come under an enguagemen! to raise a
minister’s salary, perhaps even in part;
but they wish, in the way of adding an
extra, to increase his income, which in-
deed amounts to the same thing under
another name. I have had reason to
acknowledge their kindness; and espe-
cially that of Mr. Barron, the manager
of the mines. The amount of help thus
rendered, will be in & great measure re-
gulated by the esteem in which the min-
ister is held by bis hearers generally.

To this amount of help, may be added
that of aschool for the children. It has
been ntimated that, perhaps, upon a fair
representation of the case, to the depart-
ment of public instraction, some little
assistance might be rendered towards
the support of a teacher of the school.
If this were so ; what with the payments
of the parents, capable of paying a little;
and the other items taken together ;I
should see no reason to fear, not being
able, by the Divine blessing, to conducta
mission so far efficiently, as 1o mcet the
wants of both parents and children, pro-
vided they were disposed to-avail them-
selves of the advantage, without being
& very great burden to the mission vom-
mittee.

The isotated position of the statiox,
and the uncertainty of conveyance, make
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it very necessary, that a little plain fur-
niture should be put into the preacher’s
house, to be kept there. Anything cost-
ly would be altogether out of place here:

NORWAY HOUSE.
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but perhaps the committee would se¢ at
once the propriety of adopting this sug-
gestion.

—— et

NORWAY HOUSE.

Extract of @ Lelter from the Rev. T Ilurlburt, Chairman, dated Rossville,
December 11th, 1855,

Iv again reporting the state of this
Mission, we render unfeigned thanks to
the God of all cur mercies for continued
health, with the many other blessings
we enjoy ; but above all for the measure
of spiritual favours graciously given to
us.

We have on our Church books the
names of 135, including three on trial,
Some of them give evidence of deep
piety, while there are ¢.hers whom we
fear are only nominally Christians. We
are labouring to lead them on in a godly
manner.

There are not so many at home this
winter as last, but those we have here
are comfortable in regard to means of
living. There were {three new and very
comfortable houses finished off last fall,
Fish were abundant and good, and rab-
bits swarm in all the region. The cther
day I saw one of our brethren bring in
forty, the avai’s of one day’s hunt; and
another, an old widow woman, showed
me a pile of about thirty she had brought
in that day. In addition to plenty of
good food, we have a general time of
health, and are living in peace, and
wany, [ trust,are walking in the comforts
of the Holy Ghost.

Our present school house—the printing
office—is well arranged and very com-
fortable. Miss Adams has an average
attendance of thirty-five, but she has the
names of fifty on her School register for
this winter. The attendance of the larger
scholars is not regular,as they are often
absent to get wood, or to go with their
parents and friends for rabbits. Last
Sabbath I counted forty-nine present at
the Sabbath school. In summer we have
more. Some memorise portions of scrip~
ture, while the younger ones are exercis~
ed in the catechisms, never omitiing
the ten commandments.

We are sadly in want of school books.
For the last two years ncae have heen
reccived. There are a fe. bibles and

testaments still remaining, with a few
other tattered school books. There are
a good may old periodicals about tl

promises, such as “Juvenile Offerings,”
&c., &c.; any or all of which Miss A.
uses when she can find encugh of the
same numbers to form a class. With
these, slates, and some writing books,
she manages to keep both herself and the
<hildren busy. On gccount of this des-
titution of books, notwithstanding Miss
A. is indefatigable in her attention to
her duties, still it is impossible to do
justice to the school. Had we paner we
could print school books for ourselves.

Enclosed, I send you a copy of the Ten
Commandments which I have just pub-
lished here, both in the Syllabic and
Roman charactérs. Our elder people,
with thousands in the woods, read the
former, and our school children the lat-
ter. I hope it may be a step towards
inducing our people to use the Roman
character.

This is my first effort at printing, I
found the type much mixed, and I had
the task of examining one by one more
than 10,000, and arranging them in
order. Then I had to learn the art of
setting them. The first day I set about
300, and was in all kaste to exhibit some
proof of my skill on paper, but I found
s0 many strange mistakes that I began
to question whether I bad not lost my
senses. The next day I set at the rate
of 300¢. I then had another difficulty;
we had neither rollers, black ball, nor
anythingof the kind. Istudied long and
experimented much, and now have rol-
lers that answer as you see, and that
without cost, except 1ny own labour. I
struck off about 300 copies, and have
pasted some of them on boards, and hung
up one in every house in our village. 1
now frel able to pi.nt anything we want
in our missions, either in Chippeway or
Cree, in the Syllabic or Roman character.
If you will but furnish us witk paper,
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ink, and cheap binding materials, it will
prevent me ever having any idle time on
my hands. You will observe that the
space occupied by both characters is
atout the same. This is contrary to my
former statement. I now learn, for the
first time, that in the edition of the gos-
pelaccording to St. John, published here,
the lines are separated by some “fixings,”
of which I know not the name ; this,
with the width of the margins, led me
into the error above mentioned.

If we print much we must have the
printing office solely for that purpose,
and this will render it necessary to build
a new school house. On our arrival
here, we found the old school house torn
down, it being too much decayed to be
longer used. All the boards were dis-
posed of to Mr Mason. We require a
school house for about seventy-five
scholars, with an apartment in it for a
work-room for the women and girls,
where Miss A. could teach them all the
branches of industry desirable in their
circumstances. This is the nearest ap-
proach to an industrial school that the
exigencies of thisregion call for. I esti-
mate the expenseat £50. The house to be

OXFORD HOUSE.
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30 x 38, weather-boarded outside, ang
ceiled inside, with boards, both the walls
and overhead. I should expectto super-
intend and do much work myself. Ishall
endeavour to get out as much of the
material this winter as possible. I hope
you will signify your pleasure cencerning
this matter at the earliest opportunity,

In regard to the brethren in this Dis-
trict, all are well as far as I have learned,
and are pursuing their labours with
more or less of promise and success. |
have requested them, in accordance with
the requirements of the discipline, to
forward me quarterly reports of the state
of the work under their charge.

From the Oxford House Mission I have
no report. 1 get reports from brother
Salt, 23 means of conveyance allow. It
appears he has made a good impression,
and is eontemplating the establishment
of a regular Mission Station away from
the Fort, but had not, at last accounts,
determined on the locality. He hag
taught a small school, and made him-
self otherwise useful, and has won the
respect and confidence of all, both
Indians and traders.

OXFORD HOUSE.

Euxtract of a Letler from the Rev. R. Brooking, dated Jackson's Bay,
December Tth, 1855.

As the time is approaching for the ar-
rival of the Packet on its way South, I
embrace the opportunity of communicat-
ing with you, and of giving you some
account of our proceedings. Perhaps
the most effectual way of doing this will
be best accomplished by giving you some
extracts from my Journal, as I bave
never yet given you any extracts.

March 17th, 1855.—I am this day 42
years of age. How rapidly time flies! It
seems but as yesterday when I first en.
gaged in the Mission work, and yet it is
near fifteen years. Since then, however, I
have had to pass through great trials and
diffculties, and have been also happily
wmvored with many blessings and mercies,
so that according to my day so has been
my strength. May the residue of my
days be more fully dedicated to the great
‘werk to which the Lord has called me!

Sunday, 18th.—Conducted two servi-
oes at the Fort to-day. Good attendance

and great attention. May the preaching
of the Word be attended with good to
those who hear.

19th.—Returned to the Mission. On my
way back saw two beautiful silver foxes,
whose skins in England would be worth
at least £20 each. The day was fine.
Had to walk all the way, 14 miles, on
snow-shoes, as my dogs had to bring &
load of provisions.

Sunday, 25th.—To-day we had a per-
fect storm, with the wind N. W., which
continued until late in the evening.
Very few attended the services, although
we had nearly all who are at home. No
weather keeps them away wien they
are well. It is very trying to see so few
attend, but this is unavoidable during
this season of the year, for they must
either hunt or starve : this, indeed, must
always be the case in these inhospitable
regions,

. April 19th.—A soft mild wind from the
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8. W. Torseveral days past I have been
very unwell with a severe bowel com-
plaint. During the former part of the
week we bave had very stormy weather,
with a good dea! of snow, but now there
is a great change, the sun has considera-
ble power, and the snow melts very fast.
Yesterday two barking crows were scen,
and to-day the first swan was seen going
porthward. Some few of the Indians
are also returning from their hunting
grounds.

Sunday, 22nd.—Qur congregation is
now increasing, and we hope that our la-
bours among them will not be in vain.
There seems to be great sincerity in
them, but we fear there are as yet very
few genuine conversions. ¢ O Lord, re-
vive thy work.”

June 23rd.—During the past week we
have been busy planting our potatoes,
and garden vegetables. The frost in
the ground prevented our doing it before;
indeed it is even now thawed scarcely
more than a foot deep.

Sunday, 24th.—To-day a great num-
ber of our people being at home, and as
many of them will be leaving again in
the course of the week to go in the boats
we had our Love Feast and Lord’s Sup-
per. Two infants were also baptized.
It was altogether a delightful day. It is,
indeed, some consolation to usto see that
our labors are net in vain in the Lord.
A considerabie number of the people are
very seriously dispused, and are very de-
sirous of giving their hearts to God, but
they arc in general very ignorant of the
things of God; and their wandering
habits are very much against them in
this respect, as we can put them under
no regular course of instruction. It is,
however, & matter of thankfulness that
there are a number of beautiful hymns,
the abridged Sunday Service, the gospel
af St. John,No. 1, Conference Catechism,
and some other little works translated
and printed in the syllabic character in-
vented by the late Rev. James Evans,
and which a large majority of them can
read with considerable fluency. These
are & great blessing to them.

25th.—To-day we commenced our
School with about 20 children, but I am
much afraid that we shall not have tiat

number long, as the parents have not the’

means of keeping their children at hoine
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for the pregent, but must take them
away to feed them.

Sunday, July Ist.—Last evening a
number of Indians came to the Mission
who had not visited it this spring before ;
they signified their wish to be baptized ;
accordingly I visited them at their camp,
and held a long couversation with them
on the subject of Christianity and their
motives for embracing it. I found their
answers to my questions both interesting
and satisfactory. To-day both they and
their children were baptized to the num-
ber of 33—18 of whom were adults.
This, blessed be God, i3 some compensa-
tion for the privations of our isolated
position. and Q! if these should perse-
vere unto the end, what a crown of re-
joicing at the last day. Late in the
evening a young man crine to me with
great concern depicted on his counte-
nance, and spoke to me about his father,
who, it appears, is a great enemy to
Christianity, and endeavors to persuade
all who come under his influence to
keep from it. He tells me that he fears
his father will die in his sins and go to
hell, and wishes me to visit him at his
encampment; but as his is the only
family in that part of the country, which,
it would take a week atleast to visit, I
hesitated to say whether or not I would
go; but who knows what an amount of
good & visit to him might effect; perhaps
it might be worth all the expense and
trouble. This same young man tells me
that he has two brothers who desire to
become Christians, but are kept back by
their father’s influence.

August 15th.—A very severe influenza
has prevailed among the Indians ever
since the spring, and I am not aware that
a single one of them has escaped. It
seems to hang on them for a considera-
ble time, so that they can do little or
nothing to help themselves; indeed, in
some cases, it has ended in pleurisy, and
our house has been for some time both
Dispensary and Iospital. It was, indeed,
providential that we had a supply of me-
dicine by us, or the consequences to
some of them might have been fatal.

Sunday, 19th.—To-day I am on my
way to York Factory. This is not the
way I should chose to keep this holy day,
butitis a case of necessity, and “ neces-
ity has no law.” About two hours after
wehad started from our encampment, we
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were obliged to scek shelter from the
wind and rain which fell in torrents, so
that the men had to cover the boats with
pil-cloths toprotect the rich cargo of furs.
Under the shelter of this I had an oppor-
tuuity of conducting a service with the
few protestants who werein the brigade.
About 10, A. M., the rain ceased, and we
proceeded on our voyage, andarrived at
the Trout Falls about noon. "Here I
had an unexpected opportunity of cons
versing with the old man mentioned un-
der date of July 1st. Heis, it seems, a
sort of chief. His infant danghter was
rery sick, and while the men were mak-
ing the portage, he presented his daught-
er for baptism. I urged upon him the
necessity of becoming a Christian ; this,
be assured me, it was his intention to do,
a8 his mind had become greatly changed
on the subject of late. There was also
another family here, the head of which
js the noted conjurer of the tribe ; with
him also I had some conversation and

urged him to give up his evil practices

and embrace Christianity; he replied
that he must think a little more aboutit
as he did not wish to do things hastily.
He requested me to give him somebooks,
but Iregret that I had none with me in
the Indian character to give him., Both
these families talk of visiting the Mission
in the spring. In aboutone hour after
leaving the portage, in running a bad
rapid, L'Esperance had the misfortnne to
break his boat so badly that we were hin-
dered from proceeding during the rest of
the day, so that nothing was gained by
their breaking this holy day. This cir-
cumstance gave me another opportunity
of holding a lengthened service with the
Protestants who paid great attention; I
trust therefore that this hasnot been al-
together an unprofitable day.

20th.—In conversation with the steers-
man of the boat, I discovered that he was
a convert of Mr, Barnley’s while at Moose
Factory, and that he was baptised by
him. He, in common with several others
are anxious to have a Methodist Ministry
at the Red River Settlement. Indeed,
from what he tells me, our way seemsto
be quite open there. This evening Ialso
made another pleasing discovery. The
steersman I found, held evening prayer
with tbose of bis crew who were Protes-

tants, he himself conducting the wor- "

ship, '

v
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Sunday, Sept. 30th.—To-day I ad.
ministered the sacred ordinance of bap.
tism to two male adults and a little boy,
and published the banns of marriage for
five couples, We havealso formed our peo-
ple into two classesand appointed leaders
over them. I took the opportunity of ex-
plaining to them our economy in refer.
ence to these matters. I first selecteg
two of our oldest and most experienced
brethren as leaders, and then called all
those forward who had before met in
class with me, and requested them to
choose the leader they would prefer ; the
result was that 23 gave in their names
in nearly equal proportions between the
two classes, and we received 10 more on
trial, thus making 33 the first day. Our
little society is thus fairly orgunized : the
nucleus of a Christian Church is thus
formed. May the great Head of the
Church keep them unto the end, and add
to their number daily such as shall be
saved | Amen. :
October 1st.—This morning about 8
o’clock an infant died, making the third
death on the Mission since we came. It-
was too far to send to the Fort for a cof-
fin, so I made it myself. The Missionary .
needs to be a man of all work, To-day.
also, we had one of the most extraordi-
nary sights I ever witnessed; no less
than seven couples stood around th~ com-
munion rails, to be joined togethe: inthe -
bonds of holy matrimony! And the ce-:
remony was gone through with as much,
propriety as is usually observed in civi-
lized life. After this was over we had
an examination of the school children,:
and, considering their irregular attend-
ance, arising from circumstances beyond.,
control, and the paucity of books—they
acquitted themselves very well. After:
the examination was over we proceeded-
to the burying-ground and interred the
child who died this morning. We then.
returned to the church and regaled tho.
chiidren with cakes and tea which had
been prepared by Mrs. B. Thus a very
busy though a very happy day was.
brought to a close. We very much re-
gretted that the things which our kind
friends in England and Canada had sent
us had not come up from York Factory,
that we might have given them some
suitable rewards. -
6th.—We huve been engaged the
greater part of this week in taking up
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our potatoes, preparing for our full fish-
ing, &c. The climate is much too severe,
and the summer too short for us to think
of raising any crops. Our potatoes look-
ed very well up to the middle of August,
and we began to anticipate a good crop;
but alas for our bopes, about the - Oth
a severe frost completely killed them
before they had attained any size, and
the consequence is that we have not got
as many more as we planted, and
these are so bad that we can scarcely
eat them. It isin vain, therefore, that
we can hope to assist the Indians at all
by agriculture. Stern necessity will,
therefore, compel them to be hunters.
Sunday, Tth.—To-day we assembled
carly in order to hold our Quarterly
Meeting Services prior to the Indians
leaving for their winter hunt. The ser-
vices werc conducted as they usually are
in Canada. In the morning the Love
Treast, then the public service ; after this
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
Several spoke with much feeling, and
many tears were shed. During the whole
of these services solemnity sat on the
faces of most present, and they seemed
tofeel that they were in the presence of
the Most High. As a number were pre-
sent to day who were not here last Sab-
bath, I again took down thbeir names
and placed them in classes. The result
is that we have now 36 in full member-
ship and 14 on trial. We shall be under
the necessity of forming oue if not two
Classes more, as there are several away
who are recognized as members. Ihave
neither Class-papers nor Tickets, conse-
quently I have to draw them all up my-
selfduring the week. 1 have thisevening
gone to the wigewaum of one of our old
smembers who is very ill. In conversa-
tion with him I find that he is very hap-
py in the enjoyment of the love of God,
and is quite ready to depart and to be
with Cbrist. He expressed a wish to re-
ceive the Sacrament, whichTaccording-
ly administered to him. He seems to
contemplate death without any fear or
dread. " .
13th.—The weather this week has
been fine, with frosty nights, Employed
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most of the week in preparing the house
for winter, which will soon be upon us.
Two young men came this evening as
candidates for baptism.

Sunday, 14th.-—Most of the Indians
have come in from their fishing stations
to attend the services, consequently we
have had good congregations. After
the morning service the two young men
were baptized ; one was named John Me-
Donald, the other Daniel Shaw. We are
introducing surnames among them, for
several reasons ; but more especially be-
cause their Indian names are either in-
dicative of some personal defect, a cari-
cature of their conduct, or arccounevted
more or less with heathenism; we have,
consequently, familics who bear the sur-
names of Case,Wood, Rose, livans, New-
ton, Hoole, Ellis, Walker, Yates, Robin-
son, Ryerson, Eastwood, Alcorn, Flint,
Counter, and Farmer.

27th.—The men have been cmployed
most of the week in mudding the house,
a necessary piece of work which must
be done every fall until the housc is
clap-boarded. I have myself been build-
ing a log cow-house, which is finished
to-day, and the cows are now comforta-
bly housedin it, but not indeed before it
was time, as we have now hard -frost
every night,and a considerable quantity
of snow has already fallen.

Sunday, 28th.—Quite a good cengre-
gation. I delivered a discourse en Cor.
v. 10, “For we must all appear before
the judgment seat of Christ,” &c. This
occupied both of the services. During
its delivery the Indians felt very much,
and some of them wept aloud. May the
blessed Spirit deepenthe impression then
made! ’

Novr. 1st—Finished making half-a-
dozen four-light windows, for three In-
dian houses. Men employed in boating
home wood, while the water remained
open. This evening we had a delightful
prayer-meeting. All the Indians, both
men and women, who arc not prevented
by sickness, not ounly attend all the ser-
vices on the Sabbath, but also on the
weck evenings, This is pleasing.
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EDMONTON AND ROCKY MOUNTAINS.
Ezxtract of a Letter from the Rev. T. Woolsey, dated Dec. 4th, 1855,

ON my arrival, which, as I have said,
was hailed by the Indians, the gentle-
roan in charge of this fort at once very
kindly set apart two rooms for my
especial use, the one being for summer
and the other for winter accommodation.
If brother Brooking might be allowed to
speak of solitude, with his family around
him, surely you will permit me to say
that this is solitude indeed, to have two
rooms, and only myself to occupy the
same.

This fort is described as strongly
built, somewhat hexagonal in form. It
is surrounded by ligh pickets and bas-
tions, which, with the battlemented gate-
ways, mounted ordnance in the bastions
and within the enclosure, together with
flagstalfs, &c., give it a good deal of mar-
tial appearance. Itoccupies a command-
ing situation, crowning an almost perpen-
dicular part of the bank, nearly 200 feet
in height. The immediate bank is pretty
well wooded, and the country behind
consists of rolling prairies, furnishing
large quantities of fodder for cattle.

“ Here verdant pastures wide extended lie,

And yield the grazing herd exuberant supply.”
The vicinity is said to berich in mineral
productions, a seam of coal of consider-
able depth, being traced for some dis-
tance along both sides of the river. The
blacksmith obtains all his coals from this
seam.

The present house is a very large
building, having not less than twenty
rvoms, and is three stories high. The
old one has been recently taken dowu.
It-has been described as decorated with
paintings and devices tosuit the tastes of
the savages that frequented it; that a
fanciful variety of names adorned the
gateway, and that the ceiling and the
walls of the hall presented the grandest
colors, and the most fantastic sculptures,
absolutely rivetting the astonished
natives to the spot with wonder and ad-
miration. - All this may be adwitted, and
may have “astonished the natives,” but,
for my part, be it known, that, though I
arrived in time to gaze upon such a
structure, I survived the shock, probably
from my obtuseness in appreciating the
Jine arts. However, the glory has dis-
appeared,

¢ And like the baseless fabric cf a vision,
Left not a rack® behind.”

The other buildings in the fort, occupied
by the workmen and others,are far from
being prepossessing in their appearance,
but are said to have been erected with
reference to warmth in winter more than
anything else. There are also stores,
blacksmith’s shop, boat building estab-
lishment, ice-house, &¢., besidus accom-
modation for horned and other cattle.

There are hundreds of horses belong-
ing to the fort. The soil is alluvial, and
very productive. The enclosed lands
supply abundance of potatoes, turaips,
barley, wheat, &c. The turnips are very
large, some measuirng 40 inches in cir-
cumference. There bhave been nearly
2,000 bushels of potatoes produced this
year.

Great quantities of wild fowl, such as
geese, ducks, partridges, pheasants, &c.,
are shotin the immediate vicinity of the
fort. Ouranimal food consists of buffale,
moose, red deer, beaver, &c.

I am very comfortably provided for;
everything being done by my worthy
host and hostess that can contribute to
my enjoyment.

As yet I cannot report very favour-
ably of my official movements, as all
the half-breeds, with only two except-
ions, are, I believe, Romanists. The few
Protestants are the persons in the estab-
lishment—viz., W. S., Esq. and family,
and two clerks ( seven persons), and
some twenty men employed as black-
smithg, &ec., making a total of abou}
twenty-five adults. Some of the latter
are from tho Highlands of Scotland, and
can scarcely understand any English.
So you will perceive I am surrounded
by very few to whom I can have ac-
cess. Shortly after wy arrival, the Rev.
Mr Lacombe, (Romanist) arrived from
St. Ann’s Lake, for goods. Thiseccle-
siastic presented a decided contrast to
many of the Romish clergy, being most
courteous and urbane in his general
deportment. There is a frankness and
freedom about him that makes one la-

® Generally quoted wreck, but rack is found in
the carly cditions of Shakspeare's works.
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ment that such a person should stand
connected with such a system.

October 25th.—A Mr Remas, another
priest, arrived here to attend to the
dutics of All Saints’ Day,and remained
until November 21st.

I have established preaching twice
a-day on the Sabbath, and am-devoting
my week evenings to the instruction
of & young man in reading and writ-
ing. Being possessed only of private
apartments 1 cannot do what I would,
even if I had the building that Mr
Rundle possessed, but this I found
claimed by the priest. Howerver, being
desirous of learning the Cree, and of
becoming acquainted with the Syllabic
characters, in order to further our
translations, &c., I am not very am-
bitious to be more extensively employed
at present.

The Indians who were here on my
arrival remained until the close of Sep-
tember, during which time they attended
upon our religious services, and received
such instruction as were given through
an interpreter, evidently greatly delight-
ed. The ordinance of baptism was also
administered to twenty-two of their
children, and four adults. ne of the
latter wus a very aged woiren. These
were solemn times, and affecting sights.
May they all be ¢ baptized with the
Holy Ghost and with fire” 1 visited
the Crees at their camp, about a mile
from the fort, taking a gentleman with
me as interpreter. Qur arrival was
speedily announced to the Crees by a
good old Indian nawed Stephens, who
at once introduced us ito the best tent,
where a large buffalo robe was spread
for our accominodation. The chief men
of the camp then took their seats around
us. The sacred pipe, or calumet, was
speedily passed, cach one taking a whiff.
I then addressed them at some length,
and answered questions relative to bap-
tism, the Lord’s Supper, the observance
of the Sabbath, &c. One of them, who
appeared to have been at the priest,
was very inqusitive about the cross,
beads, saints’ days, &c. I told them
that the teachiag of the priests, in most
cases, was nothing more than their old
paganism, under another nawme, and
that what I did now I wished to stand
by in a coming day. They all listened
very attentively, and this man said he
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wag satisfied, and would not go near
the priest again.

During their stay near the fort, my
room was literally filled during the
greater part of each day. The first
interview 1 had with them was asome-
what affecting one: this said Stephens
acting as their spokesman, He had
scarcely entered, when he burst into a
flcod of tears. T said * Why do you
weep, my aged friend?”  He said he
had almost given up the idea of ever
seeing a Missionary again, and that the
pleasure of seeing me made him weep.
He then procceded, most eloquently, to
unburden his mind. The interpreter
said, it was impossible to convey, in
English, anything like that which he
had uttered, ¢ the old man being,”
as he said, “very pathetic, and truly
eloquent.”

A certain wrifer hassaid that ‘‘@ven
in the desertsof America, where human
nature appears in its most uncultivated
state, the savages have their ornaments
of dress, their war and their death
songs, their harangues and their orators;”
and when such are brought into action
by a Divine Spirit, we wonder not at
them being “truly eloquent.” Just be-
fore the Indians ieft for the plains, a
great number called upon me, as they
would not be here again for some
time. Such advice was given them,
and instruction furnished, as, I trust,
will be beneficialto them. Thank God,
however degraded some Indians may
appear, there are others far in advance
of what they were half a century ago.
For this they are indebled to the gos-
pel of the grace of God, for it has re-
claimed barbarcus tribes to civilizafion,
abolished their idolatry, fixed their lan-
guage, and given them the clements of
all art, literature, and civilization.

I have been busily employed in bind-
ing copies of St. John’s Gospel and our
hymns, which, you are aware, are printed
in the Syllabic characters. Until within
a few ycars, this was an unwritten
Innguage. Now there are many that
can read and write therein. We need
not wonder at this, however, when we
recollect that a Same:an newspaper ap-
peared not long since, printed entirely
by a race, who, not many years ago,
were a set of naked savages, addicted
to cannibalism and iufanticide, and with_
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out the elements of a written language. “..demption -aweth nigh;” for “to
And whei, we bear in mind that such <whom He was not spoken of, they shall
came from the remotest isles of Poly- sce, and they that have not heard
nesin, we may indeed expect that shall understand.”

Tilk PARENT MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Nothing is more cvident in late numbers of the English Wesleyan
Missionary Notices than that the Society has reached a crisis: such is the
demand for more Ministers, that either more must be sent, or fields long cul-
tivated be neglected. One letter from Africa—and it is one of many on the
same subject—points out four places, with thousands of Natives at each, that
require a Missionary each immediately ; and the assassination of the Rev. J.
S. Thomas has discovered the fact, that some six important and popular
Stations have only one Missionary and one Assistant Missionary ! Wesleyan
success in the world is at this moment the source of its keenest sorrows.
God has come forth to call Christendom te action ; will not Christendom
answer the call? The unequalled Anniversary of the Society, held in May,
with the Ilarl of Shaftesbury—the Wilberforce of the present day—ypresiding,
shews what God is ready to do for a willing people : more than £119,000
raised in the face of a six yeurs’ agitation to stop the supplies !

The Wesleyan Missionaries in China have distributed their share of the
Million Testament Fund, and are daily intent on learning the language, which
requires a tedious application.  The Schools conducted by Mr. and Mrs.,
Diercy are encouraging. The Chinese are reported of as being extremely
debased in morals. The entire Bible in Chinese had been prepared at
Shanghai, at a cost of only 1s. 6d.! The London Missionary Society in
Canton had just reccived an application for admission into the Church from
twenty natives, and ten had been baptized ; and in connection with the Ger-
man Missions two hundred have been baptized.

Dr. Keusen, in a letter from Ceylon, says, “ You will observe a gratifying
increase in respect of numbers, and we trust that it represents an increasing
spirituality.  'We rejoice to learn that the other Missionary Societies
have been similarly favored dwring ihe year.” In India, congregations,
classes, and schools are increasing. At Bangalore a number of adult
heathens were admitted into the Church, of a most interesting class, from
which, should space permit, we shall select several cases for our pages.
Street-preaching is very effectual.  Mrs. ITarding has established a Girl’s
School in the pettah of Mysore. How hard are tiie Missionaries and their
wives worked, and how forcible their appeals for India! The able Griffiths
is dead—a highly valued Wesleyan Missionary of Madras. Glad intelli-
gence has lately been received, that ¢ the Bill permitting the re-marriage of
Hindu widows may be considered as practically passed by the Legislative
Council of India. . . . . The effects of this measure, and of another Bill
for the prohibition of a most mischievous and ruinous polygamy among the
Koolin Brahmins, will be most advantageous to the moral and temporal wel-
fare of India, and will be one additional proof of the benefits of Christian rule.”

Industrial Schools aie in growing request in Africa and other parts of the
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world. Western Africa has lost a promising Missionary, and others have
died elsewhere. Mr. Freeman is in arduous labours on the Gold Coast,—
had just returned from a land journey of four hundred miles,—reports prepa-
rations for new chapels—in two new circuits an increase of three hundred
members —the holding of frequent praycr-meetings—and of a Missionary
Meeting at Cape Coast, obtaining a collection of £130 sterling. Inthe West
TIndies the clouds are dispersing, and souls are saved in crowded congregations.
The Bahamas has a gracious outpouring of the Spirit, and the Ilev. Mark
Bird writes from Ilayti of the Institution for youths in an unusually hopeful
manner. The venerable Horne, who welcomed the Missionaries to the West
Indies more than thirty years ago, is dead—an able, accomplished, and be-
loved man.

At Belize, in Central America, there has been a fire, destroying hundreds
of buildings. At Ruatan, the Sabbath Schools are prosperous ; and at Belize
education is a matter of deep interest. In DBritish Guiana special services
appointed by the District Meeting Lkave resulted in many holy and cheering
scenes, and large accessions.

In a letter from the Cape of Good Hope there is this reference to the
apostolic Barnabas Shaw: ¢¢ The Rev. B. Shaw is now almost constantly
full of pain : he has not preached for a long time, and scems to be sinking fast.”
And in another letter from Great Namaqualand, Mr. Ridgile says, « On
Tuesday morning I preached in the old chapel, and felt it an honour to occu-
py the (somewhat rude) pulpit where Barnabas Shaw, Edwards and Jackson
proclaimed the Gospel of peace. Indeed, many a time, on the journey, when
difficulties presented themselves, I thought of these beloved bretiwen, who,
without a murmur, encountered and surmounted obstacles a hundred fold
greater than those of the present day. Andin the Kamiesberg Institution,
these men have reared for themselves an imperishable monument.”

Popery seems to be preparing for a tiger-pounce on the Protestantism of
Feejee ; but the intrepid Waterhouse commences a letter thus:  « On Sunday,
June 24, a gracious revival took place at Nairai. One hundred were con-
verted.” Dr. Harvey has sent another graphic letter on I'eejee Wealeyan
Missions and success, and has succeeded in forming—or inducing others to
form a Protestant Medical Aid Socicty for T'eejee. TFecjee has been noto-
rious for its barbarism and cruelties ; and is now becoming as well known for
its Christian truimphs. Recent success there is not imaginary but real; and
the concise, and real, and glorious statement of the Iinglish Notices is, “ A
large re-inforcement of Missionaries is required for I'eejee, for the oversight
and care of the twenty-four thousand new converts reported to have been
recetved during the past year, as well as for the extension of the Missions
to towns and islands yet Pagan.”

DEATH OF THE REV. J. S. THOMAS.

Some eight pages of the Inglish Notices are occupied with details of the
circumstances under which this valuable Wesleyan Missionary lost his life;
and deeply affecting is a letter from Mrs. Thomas hersell.  The following
editorial statement clearly narrates the sad facts of the case :—

“Never, since the death of the Rev. William Threlfall, who was killed by Hotten-
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tot robbers in the year 1825, have the Committee and the friends of Missions had
to deplore a calamity of the character of that which they have now the sorrow to
place onrecord. TheRev. JAMES STEWART THOMAS WAS KILLED BY THE ASSAGAIS OF
AN ASSAILING PARTY OF AMAPONDA KAFFIRS, at Beecham-Wood, on Saturday the 14th
of June last.

“ Until a formal investigation of the causes which led to this lamentable result
can be instituted, we can only lay beforesthe friends of Missions the particulars
which have reached us, stating at the same time that we have no reason io doubt
the accuracy of the information supplied by Mr. Charles White, the Assistant Mig-
sionary, who hastened to the scene of the outrage as soon as he heard of it, assisted
to bury our martyred brother, and endeavoured to minister consolation to the be-
reaved widow and family. We give, also, the letter of Mr. Impey, of Grabam’s-
Town, and the extracts from the colonial papers which refer to the subject, and sub-
stantially confirm Mr. White’s narrative.

“Mr. Thomas had arrived only a week previous at Beegcham-Wood, to commence
the organization of a Mission at that station, as being more advantageously situa-
ted than Clarkebury, from which he removed, for the benefit of the surrounding
Kaffir population. Some of the people resident on the Morley station had joined
Mr. Thomas at Beecham-Wood ; but it so happened that the Morley people some
time previously had been called out by the British Resident to join in an attack on
a division of the army of Damas, a son of Faku, returning from a tribal war with
the Amampondomsi, in which attack two or three men were killed by the Morley
people, and about one hundred and sixty head of cattle captured.

#This most unwarrantable departure from the general rule, that natives residing
on Mission-stations are not to take part in tribal disputes, appears to have led
led to the fatal consequences we now deplore. Damas, it is said, remonstra-
ted against Mr. Thomas receiving to Beecham-Wood the Morley people who had
been engaged in this affair ; and his followers were heard to say that they would
not rest until they had taken the life of the Native Teacher, who had led on the
attack. The Government awarded compensation to the Chief Fuku for the act
of their agent; and avised the Umdumbi, whom the Morley people had assisted, to
pay a fine for their share of the outrage, which they refused to do. The Govern-
ment officer, finding his advice rejected, said he should leave it for Faku to settle
with them. He had only left the neighbourhood three days, when Faku’s people
made an attack on that part of Beecham-Wood which was occupied by the Morley
people, and captured a number of cattle. In this attack one native was killed and
five wounded ; and a little girl unfortunately burnt to death. Mr. White remons-
trated with Damas on hearing the report of this affair ; but Damas refused to re-
turn the captured cattle, giving as his reason the injury he had received from the
Umdumbi, with whom the Morley people had identified themselves ; stating at tue
same time that he had no quarrel with the other settlers at Beecham-Wood, and
would not hurt one of them. One of bis petty Chiefs, however, not having the
same knowledge, or not being influenced by the same views, conducted his men to
make an attack on the Mission-station. Damas, hearing of it, sent a messenger
desiring them to return ; but unfortunately the messenger arrived too late: the fight
had begun by an attack on the Mission cattle-kraal. Mr. Thomas, hearing the
alarm, went to the cattle-fold, taking with him the artizan, hoping that the assail-
ing party would respect the character of a Missionary. He discovered his mistake;
but it was too late; be was struck in the back by an assagai, and, receiving several
other wounds, was carried home, and died within two hours!

#Mr. Jenkins, of Palmerton, whose most interesting letter we published last
month, met Damas at Buntingville, Mr. White's station, on the 24th June, ten days
after this sad disaster; to whom Damas professed, most-earnestly, his deep regret
for the occurrence, and his willingness to make any reparation in his power, even
to the death of the man that killed Mr. Thomas, and the petty Chief who ledon the
attack. There can be no doubt that the Chiefs Damas and Faku are sincere in
their expressions of regret; and that greater care will be exercised by them.in time
to come in all movements which may affect the Missions commenced in their
country.
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#But the Missions are now threatened with destruction by the very nation, the
Umdumbi, whom the Morley peopl2 unwisely assisted. They captured cattle from
the Buntingville station on the very day Mr. Thomas was killed by their oppo-
nents at Beecham-Wood. Another attack on Buntingville was only prevented by
the watchfulness of the Missionary and his people; and on the Sabbath after Mr.
Thomas's funeral, they sent a message to Mr. White that he must remove from the
station, or bis house would be filled with blood.

EVANGELICAL CIVILIZATION.

The following extract of a letier from a Wesleyan Missionary at Faku’s
Station, South Eastern Africa, exhibits the legitimate effects at Christian
teaching ; and though the Teacher has to adapt himself to duties perhaps
strange to him, this is the process for accomplishing his object. The con-
comitants of this African scene are very much like some of the Wesleyan
Tndian Missions of Canada and the Hudson’s Bay, and the results the same
here, and there, and everywhere on Wesleyan Missions in all countries.

#Some time ago I informed you, that our people were making pleasing efforts to
advance in civilization, and that they had built several brick cottages in European
style.  You will be glad to hear, that we have now again completed nearly thirteen
more in our village ; beside several rooms that have been added to other cottages
for the better accommodation of their increasing families. Certainly thisis a great
advance from their former habits ; for, in their Heathen state, all the family, old
and young, were huddled together in one hut; but now they are becoming anxious
to have substantial houses, each containing two and three rooms.

“The erection of our cottages, T am happy to say, has created new wants among
our people, which call for continued perseverance in industry. With their white-
washed rooms, they feel the want of chairs, tables, &c. 1 am therefore instructing
a few young men to make these useful articles ; and I am glad to say they are ma-
king no mean proficiency. Then, agsin many are anxious for such articles as tin
pails, dishes, &c.; and some I awn instructing in this department. Thus it is that I
am occasionally employed at every description of work ; sometimes with the plumb-
rule and trowel, at brick-work ; sometimes at the bench, instructing in all sorts of
carpenters’ work ; sometimes at the forge and anvil; and sometimes again at tin-
plate-working, &c., &e. 1In fact, necessity islaid upon me, like the memorable
Williams of the South Seas: but all is delightful, if I can only do a little to raise
the degraded Heathen from bis beastly condition. In evangelizing and civilizing
the Heathen, every step advanced is a point gained, in which we have no little de-
light. Some of our people united together and purchased a plough, for which they
gave £7 10s.; and with it they have been hard at work during the last season.
Others now seem bent on following their example. It is also pleasing to see their
anxiety to be clad in European clothing,instead of the cow-hide, their former dress.
The hide is now being generally laid aside, and the cotton and woollen cloth of
British manufacture takes it place in every part of the country. Duton this station
our people are wishful for something still better. Trowsers, shirts, coats, &c., are
sought by the men ; and the women are not disposed in the least to be behind their
lords. Some of our men have lately travelled to Natal, a distance of nearly two
bundred miles, to make puchases of these necessary articles; buying for their wives
and children, and widowed mothers, decent and comiortable articles of clothing.
How different from their Heathen state ! Then the wife was only thought ncedful
to provide for the wants of her master ; and when she failed in this, her services
were no longer required, and she was too often sent off. But Christianity hasraised
ber to her rightful rank, to be the companion, friend, and equai of her husband.

* * * * ® : *

“1 now beg to acknowledge my deep sense of gratitude to those kind friends who
bave presented us with various articles,—such as nails, screws, hinges, gimlets,
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calico, prints, &c., &c.,—for the use of the Mission, which have heen safely and
thankfully received. To Mrs. Clough I am indeed greatly indebted for the present
of striped cotton. Mrs. Jenkins and her girls have been actively engaged in con«
verting that and other articles into shirts and dresses, which have been of much
use in our schools'and various works on the station. May I be allowed to thank
kind friends in true Kafliv style 7 Ungadinwa gomso, nangumsumye, do buya di cele,
: Don’t be tired to-morrow, nor the next day: I shall ask again.” Articles such
as we' have specified would still greatly benefit our people and school children.
Your manufacturers are little aware how much they are benefited by Missionary
operations. Ten years ago there was little or no trade among this and the neigh-
bouaring tribes; but now some thousands of blankets, axes, picks, &c., are sold or
exchanged for cattle amongst them ; and now blue calico shirts are likely to become
in much demand, especially with the young ; principally through having been com-
menced on our institutions. '

‘“ But the best of all is, God is with us. This is our solace and delight: all would
profit little, unless souls were brought to Christ, and *“saved by the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Some time ago eighteen were added
to the number of our church-members; whose conduct show forth the praise of
God. Some of them know the power of God to save, and others are secking the
blessing of justification through faith in the Redeemer. May the Lord add abund«
antly to the number of such!”

r——— o,

SABBATH SCHOOL LIBERALITY.

One of the bright signs of the times in Canada is, the increasing alacrity
with which Youth are supporting Wesleyan Missions, as our next Annual
Report will show. This is desirable, and to the fullest extent: and we wish
no interference with their stated subscriptions. DBut it is suggested to the
Committees of Wesleyan Sabbath Schools, whether the pleasing acts of the
Toronto, Kingston, Montreal, and other Sabbath Schools are not practicable
generally, as they are certainly praiseworthy. If they think with us, we
would not have them coufine the object to the wants of our Mission Schools
~—though numerous, but let their sympathies embrace the whole of our Mis-
sion work. We likewise suggest that our Missionary Notices be often read
in the Schools, and that specific prayer—prayer for the Missions—be earn-
estly offered, and contributions received; and ere long it may be gladly
found that there is a systematic Sabbath School effort for Wesleyan Mis-
sions throughout Canada.

INCOME FOR 1855-"56.

‘While it is with very great reluctance and pain we state, that at this late
date there are Branch Lists and Moneys, and Missionaries’ Reports not yet
received, and that after every means employed by the Missionary Department
to have all presented not later than the Conference, the Annual Report must
for this sole reason be again sent forth at as late a time as formerly, it is
most gratifying now to be able to announce, that the entire receipts of the
year for the united Connexion amount to about £11,000—this being £10,000
for Western, and £1000 for Eastern Canada—shewing an increase in both’
the Canadas very satisfactory. To God be all praise!




