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| A
VOYAGE

" TOWARDS THE

SOUTH P OLE,

o

"AND

ROUND THE WORLD.

‘ BOOK III.
" From Ulictea to New Zealand.

CHAP L

" Paffage from Ulietea to the Friendly Ifles ; with a Défcri;)—-
tion of [feveral Iflands that were difcovered, and the
Incidents which bappened in that Track. '

eleven o’clock A. M., we faw land bearing N. W., _J"e
which, upon a nearer approach, we found to be a Moady 5.
low reef ifland about four leagues in compafs, and of a cir-
cular form. Itis compofed of feveral fmall patches conneéted
together by breakers, the largeft lying on the N. E. part.
This is Howe Ifland, difcovered by Captain Wallis, who, I
Vor. II B think,

ON the 6th, being the day after leaving Ulietea, at 44,




1774

June.

| G-
Monpday 6.

Thurfday 16.

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

think, fent his boat to examine it; and, if I have not been
mifinformed, found a channel through, within the recf,
near the N. W. part. The inhabitants of Ulietea fpeak of an
uninhabited ifland, about this fituation, called by them Mo-
peha, to which they go at certain feafons for turtle. Per-
haps this may be the fame; as we faw no figns of inhabit-
ants upon it.” Its latitude is 16° 46 South 1ong1tude 154°
8 Weft. —

From this day to the 16th, we met with nothing remark-
able, and our courfe was Weft foutherly ; the winds variable
from North round by the Ealt to S. W., attended with cloudy,
rainy, unfettled weather, and a foutherly fwell. We gene-
rally brought to, or ftood upon a wind, during mcrht ; and
in the day made all the fail we could. About half an hour
after fun-rife this morning, land was feen from the top-matt
head, bearing N. N. E. We immediately altered the courfe
and fteering for it, found it to be another Reef Iland, com-
pofed of five or fix woody iflots, connected together by fand
banks and breakers, inclofing a lake, into which we could
fee no entrance. We ranged the Weft and N. W. coafts, from
its fouthern to its northern extremity, which is about two |
leagues ; and {o near the fhore, that at one tinie we could fee
the rocks under us ; yet we found no anchorage, nor faw we
any figns of inhabitants. There were plenty of various kinds
¢f birds, and the coaft feemed to abound with fith.. The fitu-
ation of this ifle is not very diftant from that atligned by Mr..
Dalrymple for La Sagitaria, difcovered by Quiros ; burt, by
the defcription the difcoverer has given of it, it-cannot he
the fame. For this reafen, I looked upon it as a new difco-
very, and named it Palmerfton Ifland, in honour of Lord Pal-
merfton, one of the Lords of the Admiralty. Itis fituated

in latitude 18° 4’ South, longitude 163° 10" Welt,
At




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

At four o’clock in the afternoon we left this ifle and re-
fumed our courfe to the W, by S. with a fine fteady gale eafter-
ly, till noon on the 2oth, at which time, being in latitude 18°
50', longitude 168° 52/, we thought we faw land t0 S. S. W,
and hauled up for it accordingly. But two hours after, we
difcovered our miftake, and refumed our courfe W. by S.
Soon after we faw land from the maft-head in the fame di-
rection; and, as we drew nearer, found it tofl;e an ifland

which, at five o’clock, bore Wef, diftant five'lefgues. Here |

-we fpent the night plying under the top-fails ; ahd, at day-
break next morning, bore away, fteering for the northern
point, and ranging the Weft coaft at the diftance of one mile,

1774.
JuZe.

L |
Monday 20,

till near noon. Then, perceiving fome people on the fhore,

and landing feeming to be eafy, we brought to, and hoifted
out two boats, with which I put off to the land, accompanied
by fome of the officers and gentlemen. As we drew near the
thore, fome of the inhabitants, who were on the rocks, retired
to the woods, to meet us, as we fuppofed; and we afterwards
found our conjectures right. We landed with eafe in a fmall
creek, and took poft ona high rock to prevent a furprife. Here
we difplayed our colours, and Mr. Forfter and his party began
to colle¢t plants, &c. The coaft was fo over-run with woods,
buthes, plants, ftones, &c. that we could not fee forty
yards round us. I took two men, and with them cntered a
kind of chafm, which opened a way into the woods. We
had not gone far before we heard the natives approaching;
upon which I called to Mr. Forfter to retire to the party, as I
did likewife. We had no fooner joined, than the iflanders ap-
pearcd at the entrance of 2 chafm not a ftone’s-throw from
us. ‘We began to fpeak, and make all the friendly figns we
could think of, to them, which they an{wered by menaces;
and one of two men, who were advanced before the reft,

' B2 ‘threw




7 thirew a ftone, which ftruck Mr. Spearman on the arm. Upon

une. . e . .

ﬁ..d.ﬁ.; this two mufquets were fired, without order, which made
84y 2% them all retire under cover of the woods; and we faw them

no maore.

* After waiting fome little time, and till we were fatisfied
nothing was to be done here, the country being fo over-run
with bufhes, hat it was hardly poflible to come to parly
with them, we embarked and proceeded down along fhore,
in hopes of meeting with better fuccels in another place.
After ranging the coaft, for fome miles, without feeing a
-living foul, or any conwenient landing-place, we at length
came before a fmall beach, on which lay four canoes. Here
we landed by means of a little creek, formed by the flat
rocks before it, with a view of juft looking at the canoes,
and to leave fome medals, nails, &c. in them ; for not a foul
was to be feen. ‘The fituation of this place was to us worfe
than the former. A flat rock lay next the fea;-behind it a
narrow flone beach; this was bounded by a perpendicular
‘rocky cliff of unequal height, whofe top was covered with
fthrubs ; two deep and narrow chafms in the cliff feemed
to open a communication into the country. In, or before one
of thefe, lay the four canoes which we were going to look
at; but in the doing of this, I faw we fhould be expofed toan
attack from the natives, if there were any, without being in
a fityation proper for defence. To prevent this, as much as
could be, and to fecure a retreat in cafe of an attack, I or-
dered the men to be drawn up upon the rock, from whence
they had a view of the heights ; and only myfelf, and four
of the gentlemen, went up to the canoes. We had been there
buta few minutes, before the natives, [ cannot fay how many,
rufthed down the chafm out of the wood upon us. The en-
deavours




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

deavours we ufed to bring them to a parly, were to no pur-
pofe; for they came with the ferocity of wild boars, and threw
their darts. Two or three mufquets, difcharged in the air,
did not hinder one of them from advancing ftill farther, and
throwm°g another dart, or rather a fpear, which pafled clofe
over my fthoulder. Hxs courage would have coft him his life,
'had not my mufquét miffed fire ; for I was not five paces from
‘him, when he threw hxs fpear, and had refolved to fhoot him
to fave myfelf. I was glad afterwards that it happened as it
did. Ac this inftant, our men on the rock began to fire at
“others who appeared on the heights, which aéxted the ar-

S
1374.

_Jnme.

Monday 20..

dour of the party We were engaged with, and gave us time -

to join our peoPIc, ‘when I caufed the firigy tokeafe. The
laft dxfchatge fent gll the iflanders to- ihe woods, from

did not know- that any weré hurt. It was remarkable, that

- when'I joined our party, 1 tried my mufquet in the air, and
it ' went off as well as a pxece could do. Seeing no good was
to be got with thefe people, or at the ifle, as having no port,
we returned on bodtd, and having hoifted in the boats,made
fail to W. S. W. 1had forgot to mention, in its proper or-
der, that having pucafhore a little before we came to this laft

" place, three or four 6f us went upon the cliffs, where we
found the country, as Before, nothing burt coral rocks, all
,Qver-run with buthes;: ;; fo that it was hardly poffible to
penetrate into ir; and we embarked again with intent to re-
turn directly on board, till we faw the canoes ; being directed
to the place by the Qpiuibn of fome of us, who thought they
heard fome people. :

The condu¢t and afpe& of thefe iflanders occafioned my
nammg it Savage Mland, It is fituated in the latitude 1g°
1’ South, longitude 169° 37° Weft. Itis about eleven leagues

in
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in circuit; of a round form, and good height; and hath
deep waters clofe to its fthores. All the fea-coaft, and as far
inland as we could fee, is wholly covered with trees,
fhrubs, &c.; -amongt which were fome cocoa-nut trees;
but what the interior parts may produce, we know not. To
judge of the whole garment by the fkirts, it cannot produce
much: for fo much as we faw of it confifted wholly of coral
rocks, all over-run with woods and bufhes. Not a bit of foil
was to be feen ; the rocks alone fupplying thetrées wirh hu-
midity. If thefe coral rocks were firft formed in the fea by
animals, how came they thrown up to fuch an height? Has
this ifland becn raifed by an earthquake? Or has the fea re-
ceded fromit? Some philoionhers have attempted to account
for the formation of low iles, fuch as are in this fea; butl

- do not know that any thing has been faid of high iflands, or

fuch as I have been fpeaking of. In this ifland, not only the
loofe rocks which cover the furface, but the cliffs which
bound the fhores, are of coral ftone, which the continual
beating of the fea has formed into a variety of curious ca-
verns, fome of them very large: the roof or rock over them
being fupported by pillars, which the foaming waves have
formed into a multitude of fhapes, and made more curious
than the caverns themfelves. In one, we faw light was ad-
mitted through a hole at the top; in another place, we ob-
ferved that the whole roof of one of thefe caverns had funk
in, and formed a kind of valley above, which lay confider-
ably below the circumjacent rocks.

I can fay but little of the inhabitants, who, I believe, are
not numerous. They feemed to be ftout well made men,
were naked, except round the waifts, and fome of them had
their faces, breaft, and thighs painted black. The canoes

1 wEere
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great effe¢t upon the thip. The calm continued till four
o'clock the nextmorning, when it was fucceeded by a breeze
from the South. At day-light, perceiving a likelihood of a
paflfage between the iflands to the North, and the breakers
to the South, we ftretched in Weft, and foon after faw
more iflands, both to the S. W. and N. W., but the paffage
feemed open and clear. Upon drawing near the iflands, we
founded, and found forty-five and forty fathoms, a clear
fandy bottom. I was now quite eafy, fince it was in- our
power to anchor, in cafe of a calm; or to fpend the night,
if we found no paflage. Towards noon, fome canoes came
off to us from one of the ifles, having two or three people in
each’; who advanced boldly along-fide, and exchanged fome
cocoa-nuts, and thaddocks, for fmall nails. They pointed
out to us Anamocka or Rotterdam ; an advantage we derived
from knowing the proper names. They likewife gave us
the names of fome of the other ifles, and invited us much
to go to theirs, which they called Cornango. The breeze
frethening, we left them aftern, and fteered for Anamocka;
meeting with a clear paffage, in which we found unequal
founding, from forty to nine fathoms, depending, I believe,
in a great meafure, on our diftance from the iflands which
form it. ©

As we drew near the fouth end of Rotterdam, or Ana-
mocka, we were met by a number of canoes, laden with
fruit and roots; but, as I did not thorten fail, we had-but
little traffic with them. The people in one canoe enquired
for me by name; a proof that thefe people have an inter-

- courfe with thofe of Amfterdam. They importuned us much

to go towards their coaft, letting us know, as we underftood
them, that we might anchor there. This was on the S. W.
fide of the ifland, where the coaft feemed to be fhelered

6 | ‘ from
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AND ROUND THE W:ORLD.

from the South and S. E. winds; but" al _t;ﬁé-.:&iy‘was “far
fpent, I could not attempt to go in-thisrdi: a¢: ir-skould - have
been neceffary to have fent firft ‘a-boit in’'to examine it:. 1
therefore -fteod for the north fide of the' illand, where we
- anchoredsiBout three-fourths of a mile from fhage ;-thg T

tremes of it bearing S.88° Eaft to S. W.; a covewitha fatdy
beachatthebottomofus 5o°F.aR¢ R

. .
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CHAP IL C

. kY

-Reception at Anamocka; a Robbery and its C'oﬂ/éqaemﬁ

- with & Variety of other Incidents. Departure from the
1 _/Izmd A Jailing Canoe defecribed. Some Obfervations ok
the IVavzgatzon of thefe Iflanders. A Defcription of tz)a,
Ifland, and of thofe in the Neighbourbood, with. fome
Account of the Inbabitants, and nautical Remarks,

EFORE we had well got to an anchor, the natives came

_ off from all parts in canoes, bringing with them yams
.and thaddocks, which they exchanged for fmall nails and old
-rags. - One man taking a vaft liking to our lead and line,
.got hold of it, and, in fpite of all the threats I could make
-ufe of, cut the line with a ftone; but a difcharge of fmail
thot made him return it. Early in the morning, I went
‘afhore, with Mr. Gilbert, to look for frefh water. We landcd
in the cove above mientioned, and were received with great
courtefy by the natives. After I had diftributed fone pre-
fents amongft thera, I afked for water, . and was conducted
.. VoL, IL - C 10
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to a pond of it that was brackifh, about three-fourths of a mile
from the landing-place; which I fuppofe to be the fame that
Tafman watered at. In the mean time, the people in the
boat had laden her with fruit and roots, which the natives

had brought down, and exchanged for nails and beads. On

our return to the fhip, I fourd the fame fort of traffic carry-
ing on there. After breakfaft, I went athore with two boats
to trade with the people, accompanied by feveral of the
gentlemdn, and ordered the launch to follow with caftks to
be filled with water. The natives affited us to roll them
to and from the pond; and a nail or a2 bead was the expence
of their labour. Fruit and roots, efpecially thaddocks and
yams, were brought down in fuch plenty, that the two boats
were laden, fent off, cleared, and laden a fecond time, before
noon; by which time alfo the launch had got a full fupply
of water, and the botanical and fhooting parties had all
come in, except the furgeon, for whom we could not wait,
as the tide was ebbing faft outefthe cove ; confequently he
was left behind. As there is no getting into the cove with a
boat, from between half ebb to half flood, we could get off
no water in the afternoon. However, there is a very good
landing-place, without it, near the fouthern point, where
boats can get athore at all times of the tide; here fome of
the officers landed after dinner, where they found the fur-
geon, who had been robbed of his gun. Having come
down to the fhore fome time after the boats had put off, he
got a canoe to bring him on board; but, as he was getting
into her, a fellow fnatched hold of the gun, and ran off
with it. After that no one would carry him to the thip, and
they would have ftripped him, as he imagined, had he not
prefented a tooth-pick cafe, which they, no doubt, thought
was a little gun. As foon as [ heard of this, I landed at the
) place
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place above mentioned, and the few natives who were there
fled at my approach. Afier landing, I went in fearch of the
officers, whom I found in the cove, where we had been in
the morning, with a good many of the natives about them.
No ftep had been taken to recover the gun, nor did I think
proper to take any; but in this I was wrong. The eafy
manner of obtaining this gun, which they now, no doubt,
thought fecure in their poffeflion, encouraged them to- pro-
ceed in thefe tricks, as will foon appear. The alarm the
natives had caught being foon over, they carried fruit, &c.
to the boats, which got pretty well laden before night, when
we all returned on board. '

Early in the morning of the 28th, Lieutenant Clerke, with
the Mafter and fourtcen or fifteen men, went on fhore in the
launch for water. I did intend to have followed in another
boat myfelf, butrather unluckily deferred it till after break-
faft. The launch was no fooner landed than the natives
gathered about her, behaving in fo rude a manner, that the
officers were in fome doubt if they thould land the cafks;
but, as they expeéted me on thore foon, they ventured, and,
withdifficulty, got them filled, and into the boat again. In the
doing of this Mr. Clerke’s gun was {natched from him, and
carried off; as were alfo fome of the Cooper’s tools; and
feveral of the people were ftripped of one thing or another.
All this was done, as it were, by ftealth; for they laid hold

of nothing by main force. Ilanded juft as the launch was

ready to put off; and the natives, who were pretty nume-
rous on the beach, as foon as they faw me, fled; fo that I
fufpected fomething had happened. However, I prevailed
on many to ftay, and Mr. Clerke came, and informed me of
all the preceding circumftances. I quickly came to a refo-
lution to oblige them to make reftitution ; and, for this pur-
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pofe, ordered all the marines to be armed, and fent on thore.
Mr. Forfter and his party being gone into the country, I
ordered two or three guns to be fired from the fhip, in order
to alarm him; not knowing how the natives might act on
this occafion. Thefe orders being given, I fent all the boats
off but one, with which I ftayed, having a good many of the
natives about me, who behaved with their ufual courtefy.
I made them fo fenfible of my intention, that long before
the marines came, Mr. Clerke’s mufquet was brought; but
they ufed many excufes to divert me from infiffting on the
other. At léngth Mr. Edgcumbe arriving with the marines,.
this alarmed them fo much, that fome fled. The firft flep 1
took was to fcize on two large double failing canoes, which:

~ were in the cove. One fellow making refiftance, I fired:

fome {mall fhot at him, and fent him limping off. The na-
tives being now convinced that I was in earnef, all fled; but
on my calling to them, many returned; and, prefently after,
the other-mufquet was brought, and laid down at my feet:
That moment, I ordered ‘the canoes to be reftored, to thew.
them on what account they were detained. The other
things we had loft being of lefs value, I' was the more in--
different about them. By this time the launch was afliore.
for another turn of water, and we were permitted to £ill the-
cafks without any one daring to come ncar us; except one
man, who had befriended us during the whole affair, and.
feemed to difapprove of the condué of his countrymen.

On my returning from the pond to the cove, I found a.
good many people collected together, from whom we-
underftood that the man I had fired at was dead. This ftory
I treated as improbable, and addreffed a man, who feemed of

fome confequence, for the reftitution of a. cooper’s adze we
had
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Bad loft in the morning. He immediately fent away two
men,.as 1 thought, for it; but I foon. found that we had
greatly miftaken each other;. for,. inftead of the adze, they
brought the wounded man,. firetched out on a board, and
laid him down by me, to all. appearance dead. I was much
moved at the fight;. but foon faw my miftake, and that he
was only wounded in the hand and thigh. 1 therefore defired
he might be carried out of the fun, and fent for the furgeon
to drefs his wounds. In the mean time, I addreffed feveral
people for the adze ;. for as 1 had now nothing elfe to do,.I
determined to have it. The one I applied the moft to, was
an elderly woman, who had always a greatdeal to fay to me,.
from my firft landing;. but, on this. occafion, the gave her
tongue full fcope. I underftood but little of her eloquence;
and all I could gather from her arguments was, that. it was
mean in me to infit on the return of fo trifling a thing..
But when fhe found- I was determined, fhe and three or
four more women,. went:away ;- and foon after the adze was
brought me, but I'faw her no more. This I was forry for,
as I wanted to make her a prefent, in return for the part
the had taken in all our tranfadtions, private as well as:
public. For I was no fooner returned from the pond, the
firft time I landed, than this-old lady prefented to me a girl,
giving me to underftand the was at my fervice. Mifs, who
probably had received her inftructions, wanted; as a-preli-
minary article, a fpike-nail, ora thirt, neither of which I had
to give her, and foon made them-fenfible of my poverty. I

thought, by that means, to have come off with flying co--

lours; but I'was miftaken ; for they gave me to underftand
I might retire with her on credit: On my declining this
propofal, the old lady began to argue with me; and then
abufe me. Thoughlcomprehended little of what fhe faid, her

altions-

24
1774

ane,

o Samnd
Tuefday 28..




-

1774.

]une.
w
Tuelday 23.

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

alions were expreflive enough, and fhewed that her words
were to this effeét, fneering in my face, faying, what fort
of a man are you, thus to refufe the embraces of fo fine 2
young woman? For the girl certainly did not want beauty;
which, however, I could better withftand, than the abufes
of this worthy matron, and therefore haftened into the boat.
They wanted me to take the young lady a2board; but this
eould not be done, as I had given ftriét orders, before I went
athore, to fuffer no woman, on any pretence whatever, to
come into the fhip, for reafons which I fhall mention in
another place.

As {oon as the furgeon got athore, he drefled the man’s
wounds, and bled him; and was of opinion that he was
in no. fort of danger, as the fhot had done little more than
penetrate the fkin. In the operation, fome poultice being
wanting, the furgeon afked for ripe plantains; but they

brought fugar-cane, and having chewed it to a pulp, gave
it him to.apply to the wound. This being of a more bal-
famic nature than the other, proves that thefe people have
fome knowledge of fimples. As foon as the man’s wounds
were drefled, [ made him a prefent, which his mafter, or at
leaft the man who owned the canoe, took, moft probably to
himfelf. Matters being thus fettled, apparently to the fatis-
fattion of all parties, we repaired on board to dinner, where
I found a good fupply of fruit and roots, and therefore gave
orders to get every thing in readinefs to fail.

I now was informed of a circumftance which was obferved
on board: feveral canoes being at the thip, when the great
guns were fired in the morning, they all retired, but one
man, who was bailing the water out of his canoe, which lay

' along-
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along-fide dire@ly under the guns. When the firft was fived,
be juft looked up, and then, quite uaconcerned, continued
his work. Nor had the {econd gnn any other eflect upon
him. He did not &ir till she water was all out of his cance,
when he paddled leifusely off. This maa had, feveral times,
been abferved to take fruit and roots out of other canoes,
and fell them to us. If the owners did not willingly part
with them, he took them by force; by which he obtained
the appellation of cuftom-houfe officer. One time, after he
had been collecting tribute, he happened to be lying along-
fide of a failing canoe which was on board. One of her
people feeing him look another way, and his attention
otherwife engaged, took the opportunity of ftealing fome-
what out of his<canoe: they then put off, and fet their
fail. But the man, perceiving the trick they had played him,
darted after them, and having foon got on board their canoe,
beat him who had taken his things, and not only brought
back his own but many other articles which he took from
them. This man had likewife been obferved making
colleCtions on thore at the trading-place. I remembered
o have feen him there; and, on account of his gathering

15
17740

une.

Ao e
Tuelday 28,

tribute, took him to be a man of confequence, and was go-

ing to make him a prefent; but fome of their people
would not let me; faying he was no Arecke (that is, chief).
He had his hair always powdered with fome kind of white
dutt.

As we had no wind to fail this afternoon, a party of us
went afhore in the evening. We found the natives every
where courteous and obliging; fo that, had we made a
longer ftay, it is probable we thould have had no more rea-
fon to complain of their condu¢t. While I was now on

i thore,
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thore, I got the names of twenty iflands which lie between
the N. W. and N. E., fome of them in fight. Two of them,
which lie moft to the Weft, viz. Amattafoa and Oghao,are
remarkable on account of their great height. In Amatta-
foa, which is the wefternmoft, we judged there was a vol-
cano, by the continual column of {moke we faw daily afcend-
ing from the middle of it.

Both Mr. Cooper and myfelf being on fhore at noon, Mr.
Wales could not wind up the watch at the ufual time; and,
as we did not come on board till late in the afternoon, it was
forgotten till it was dewn. This circumftance was of no
confequence, as Mr. Wales had had feveral altitudes of the
fun at this place, before it went down; and alfo had op-
portunities of taking fome after.

‘At day-break on the 2gth, having got under fail with a
light breeze at Weft, we ftood to the North for the two high
iflands; but the wind, fcanting upon us, carried us in
amongft the low ifles and fhoals; fo that we had to ply, to
clear them. This gave time for a great many canoes, from
all parts, to get up with us. The people in them brough‘t
for traffic warious articles; fome roots, fruits, and fowls,
but of the latter not many. They took in exchange fmall
nails, and pieces of any kinds of cloth. I believe, before
they wentaway, they ftripped the moft of our people of the
few clothes the ladies of Otaheite had left them; for the
paflion for curiofities was as great as cver. Having got
cicar of the low ifles, we made a ftretch to the South, and
did but fetch a futle to windward of the fouth end of Ana-
mocka; {o that we got little by this day’s plying. Here
we fpent the night, making fhort boards over that {pace

* with
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with which we had made ourfelves acquainted the preced-
ing day. :

On the 3oth at day-break ftretched out for Amattafoa, with
a gentle breeze at W. S.W. Day no fooner dawned than
we faw canoes coming from all parts. Their trafic was
much the fame as it had been the day before, or rather
better ; for out of drie canoe I'got tWwd pigs, which were
“fcarce articles here. ' At four in the afternoon, we drew near
the ifland of Ama;tafoa, and paffed between it and Oghao,
the channel béing two miles broad, fafe and without found-
ings. While we were in the paflage, we had little wind and
calms. This gave time for a large failing dotble canoe,
which had been following us all the day, as well as fome

others th paddles, to come up Wxth us.
S SR P18 4

I had now an Opportunity. 10, venfy a thxng I was bc-
fore in doubt about; which was, whether or no fome of
thefe canoes did not, in changing tacks, only fhift the fail,
and fo proceed with that end- foremoft, which before was
the ftern. The one we now faw wrought in this mannecr.
The fail is latteen, extended to a latteen yard above, and to
a boom at the foot; in one word, it is like a whole mizzen,
fuppofing the whole foot to be extended to a boom. The
yard is flung nearly in the middle, or upon an equipoife.
\When they change tacks they throw the veflel up in the
wind, eafe off the fheet, and bring the heel or tack-end of
the yard to the other end of the boat, and the fheet in like
manner: there are notches, or fockets, at each end of the
veffel in which the end of the yard fixes. In fhort, they
work juft as thofe do at the Ladrone Iflands, according to Mr.
Walter’s defcription®. When they want o fail large, or be-

¢ Su Lord Anfon's Voyage.
You. Il D fore
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fore the wind, the yard is tgjgeny out of the focket and
fquared. It muft be obfervedy that all their failing veflels
are not rigged to fail in the famé manner.. Some, and thafe
of the largeft fize, are rigged 10 as to tick abou.. Thefe
have a fhort but pretty fout maft, which fteps on a kind of

.ro}ler that is fixed to the deck mear the fone-part. It is made
tolean eor incline very much fomgagl the head is forked ;
on the two points of which the yard r.cﬁs, as on two pivots,
,by means of two ftrong cleats of wood fecured to each fide
of the yard, at about one-third its length from the tack or .
heel, which, when uader fail, is confingd down between the

two canoes, hymeans of two ftrong ropes, one toand pafling
through a hole at the head of each canoe; for, it muft be

. obferved, that all the failing veflels of this fort are double.

The tack being thus fixed, it is plain that, in changing

tacks, the vellels muft be putabout; the fail and boom on

the one tack will be.clear of the maft, and on the other it
will lie againft it, juft as a whole mizzen. However, I am
not fure if they do not fometimes unlace that part of the fail
from the yard which is between the tack and maft-fread, and
fo fhift both fail and boom leeward of the maft. Thedraw-
ings which Mr. Hodges made of thefe veflels feem to favour
this fuppofition, and will not only illuftrate, but in a man-
ner make the defcription of them unrxece"ﬂ'ai'y The out-

- Tiggers and ropes ufed for throuds, &c. are all ftout

and ftrong. Indeed, the fail, yard, and boom, are all toge-

ther of fuch an enormous weight, that ftrength is re-

quired.

The fummit of Amattafoa was hid in the clouds the whole
day, fo that we were not able to determine with certainty
whether there was a volcano or no; but every thing we

7 | ~could
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could fee concurred to make us believe there was. This
ifland is about five leagues in cigcuit. Oghao is not fo
much; but more round and peaked. They lie in the di-
rection of N. N. W. : W. from Anamocka, eleven or twelve
leagues diftant; they are both inhabited; but neither of
them feemed fertile.

We were hardly through the paflage before we got a freth
breeze at South. That moment, all the natives made hafte
to be gone, and we fteered to the Weft, all fails fet. I had
fome thoughts of touching at Amfterdam, as it lay not much
out of the way; but, as the wind was now, we could not
fetch it; and this was the occafion of my laying my defign
afide altogether.

Let us now return to Anamocka, as it is called by the
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natives. It is fituated in the latitude of 20° 15’ South, longi-

tude 174° 31’ Weft, and was firft difcovered by Tafman and

by him named Rotterdam. It is of a triangular form, each -

fide whereof is about three and a half ot four miles. A falt
water lake in the middle of it, occupies not a little of its fur-
face, and in 2 manner cuts off the S. E. angle. Round the
ifland, that is from the N. W. to the South, round by the
North and Eaft, lie fcattered a number of fmall ifles, fand-
banks, and breakers. We could fee no end to their extent
to the North ; and it is not impoffible that they reach as far
South as Amfterdam, or Tongatabu. Thefe, together with
Middleburg or Eacowee, and Pylftart, make a group, con-
raining about three degrees of latitude and two of longitude,
which I have named the Friendly Iftes or Archipelago, asa
- firm alliance and friendfhip feems to fubfift among their in-
habitants, and their courteous behaviour to ftrangers intitles

them to that appellation; under which we might perhaps ex-
| D 2 tend
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tend their group much farther, even down to Bofcawen and
Keppel’s Ifles, difcovered by Captain Wallis, and lying nearly
under the fame meridian, and in the latitude of 15° 53'; for
from the little account I have had of the people of thefe two
ifles, they feem to have the fame fort of friendly difpofi-
tion wc obferved in our Archipclago.

The inhabitants, productions, &c. of Rotterdam, and the
neighbouring ifles, are the fame as at Amfterdam. Hogs
and fowls are, indeed, much fcarcer; of the former having
got but fix, and not many of the latter. Yams and fhad-
docks were what we got the moft of ; other fruits were not
fo plenty. Not half the ifle is laid out in inclofed plantations
as at Amfterdam ; but the parts which are not inclofed, are

- not lefs fertile or uncultivated. There is, however, far more

watfte land on this ifle, in proRortion to its fize, than upon the
other; and the people fcem to be much poorer; that is, ia
cloth, matting, ornaments, &c. which conftitute a great
part of the riches of the South Sea iflanders.

The people of this ifle feem to be more affe&ted with the
leprofy, or fome {crophulous diforder, than any I have feen
elfewhere. It breaks out in the face more than any other
part of the body. 1 have feen feveral whofe faces were
ruined by it, and their nofes quite gone. In one of my ex-
curfions, happening to peep into a houfe where one or mcre
of them were, one man only appeared at the door, or hole
by which I muft have entered, and which he began to ftop
up, by drawing feveral parts of a cord acrofs . But the
intolerable ftench which came from his putrid face was
alone fufficient to keep me out, had the entrance been ever fo
wide. His nofe was quite gone, and his whole face in one con-

tinucd
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tinued ulcer; fo that the very fight of him was fhocking. As
our people had not all got clear of a certain difeafe they
had contracted at the Society Ifles, I took all poflible care to
prévent its being communicated to the natives here; and I
have reafon to believe my endeavours {ucceeded.

Having mentioned a houfe, it may not be amifs to obferve,
that fome here differ from thofe I faw at the other ifles ; being
inclofed or walled on every fide with reeds neatly put toge-
ther but not clofe. The entrance is by a {quare hole about
two and a half feet eachway. The form of thefe houfes is an
oblong fquare; the floor or foundation every way fhorter
than the eve, which is about four feet from the ground. By
this conftruétion, the rain that falls on the roof, is carried off
from the wall ; which otherwife would decay and rot.

~ We did not ditinguifh any king, or leading chief, or any
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perfon who took upon him the appearance of fupreme au- -

thority. The man and woman before mentioned, whom 1
believed to be man and wife, interefted themfelves on feve-
ral occafions in our affairs ; but it was eafy to fee they had
no great authority. Amongft other things which I gave
them as a reward for their fervice, was a young dog and
bitch, animals which they have not, but are very fond of,
and know very well by name. They have fome of the fame
fort of earthen pots we faw at Amfterdam; and I am of opi-
nion they are of their own manufacture, or that of fome
neighbouring ifle.

The road, as1 have already mentioned, is on the North
fide of the ifle, juft to the fouthward of the fouthernmoft cove;
for there are two on this fide. The bank is of fome extent,
and the bottom free from rocks, with twenty-five and twenty

fathoms water, oneor two milcs from the thore.
Fire-
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- Fire-wood is very convenient to be got at, and eafy to he
thipped off ; but the water is fo brackith that it is not worth the
trouble of carrying it on board ; unlefs one is in great diftrefs
for want of that article, and can get no better. There is,
however, better, not only on this ifle, but on others in the

" neighbourhood ; for the people brought us fome in cocoa-

nut fhells, which was as good as need be; but probably the

fprings are too ttifling to water a fhip.
i

I have already obferved that the §. W. fide of the ifland is

covered by areef or reefs of rocks, and fmallifles. IF there
be a fuflicient depth of water between them and the ifland,
as there appeared to be, and a good bottom, this would be
a much fccurer place for a thip to anchorin, than that where
we had our {tation.
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CHAP I

The Paffage from the Friendly Ifles to the New Hebridess
with an Account of the Difcovery of Turtle Ifland, and
@ Variety of Incidents which happened, both before and
after the Ship arrived in Port Sandwich in the Ifland of

[EICIrY

Mallicollo.—A Defeription of the Port; the adjacent
Country 5 its Inbabitants, and many other Particulars.

N the ift of July, at fun-rife, Amattafoa was fill in

fight, bearing E. by N., diftant twenty leagues. Con-
tinuing our courfe to the Weft, we, the next day at noon,
difcovered land bearing N. W. by W, for which we fteered ;
and, upon a nearer approach, found it to be a fmall ifland.
At four o'clock it bore, from N. W. = W., toN. W. by N., and,
at the fame time, breakers were fecn from the maft-head, ex-
tending from W.to S. W. The day being too far fpent to
make farther difcoveries, we foon after fhortened fail, hauled
the wind, and fpent the night making fhort boards, which,
at day-break, we found had been fo advantageous that we
were farther from the ifland than we expected, and it was

23

17~

Friday 1,

Saturday a,

eleven o’clock before we reached the N. W. or lee fide, where _

anchorageand landing feemed practicable. In order to obtain
a knowledge of the former, I fent the mafter with a boat, to
found; and, in the meafl time, we ftood on and off with the
thip. At this time four or five people were feen on the recf,
which lies round the ifle, and about three times that num-

ber on the fthore. As the boat advanced, thofe on the reef
retired




=24

1774-
July.
e ——

Saturday 2.

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

rctired and joined the others; and when the boat landed,
they all fled to the woods. It was not long before the boat
returncd, when-+hemafter informed me that there were no
foundings without the reef, over which, in one place only,
he found a boat channcl of fix feet water. Entcring by it,
he rowed in for the fhore, thinking to fpeak with the people,
not more than twenty in number, who were armed with
clubs and {pears ; but the moment he fet his foot on fthore,
they retired to the woods. He lefton the rocks fome medals,
nails, and a knife; which they, no doubt, found, as fome
were {cen near the place afterwards. This ifland is not quite
a league in length, in the diretion of N. E. and S. W., and
not half that in breadth. It is covered with wood, and fur-
rounded by a reef of coral rocks, which, in fome places, ex-
tend two miles from the fhore. It feems to be too fmall to
contain many inhabitants ; and probably the few:whom we
faw, may have come from fome ifle in the neighbourhood to
fith for turtle; as many were feen near this reef, and occa-
fioned that name to be given to the ifland, which is fituated
in latitude 19° 48 South, longitude 178° 2’ Weft.

Scecing breakers to the S. 8. W., which I was defirous of
knowing the extent of before night, I left Turtle Ifle, and
flood for them. At two o'clock we found they were occa-
fioned by a coral bank, of about four or five leagues in cir-
cuit. By the bearing we had taken, we knew thefe to be the
famc breakers we had feen the preceding evening. Hardly
any part of this banx or reef is above water at the reflux of
the waves. The heads of fome rocks are to be {een near the
edge of thereef, where it is the thoaleft ; for in the middle
is deep water. In fhort, this bank wants only a few little
iflots to make it exaltiy like onc of the half-drowned ifles fo
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

oficn mentioned. It lies S. W. from Turtle Ifland, about five
or fix miles, and the channel between it and the reef of that
ifle is threc miles over. Sccing no more fthoals or iflands,
and thinking there might be turtle on this bank, two boats
were properly equipped and fent thither ; but returned with-
out having {een one.

The boats were now hoifted in, and we madc fail to the
Weft, with a brifk gale at Eaft, which continued till the gth,
when we had, for a few hours, a breeze at N. W,, attended
with fqualls of rain. This was fucceeded by a fteady frefh
gale at S.E., with which we fteered N. W., being at this time
in the latitude of 20° 20’ South, longitude 176° 8’ Eatt.

On the 15th at noon, being in the latitude of 15° ¢’ South,
longitude 171° 16’ Eaft, I fteered Weft. The next day the
weather was foggy, and the wind blew in heavy fqualls, at-
tended with rain, which in this ocean, within the tropics,
generally indicates the vicinity of fome high land- This
was verified at three in the afternoon, when high land was
feen bearing S. W. Ubpon this we took in the {mall fails,
reefed the top-fails, and hauling up for it, at half patt five,
we could fee it extend from S.S. W. to N. W. by W. 1 W.
Soon after we tacked and fpent the night, which was very
ftermy, in plying. Our boards were difadvantageous; for,
in the morning, we found we had loft ground. This, indeed,
was no wonder, for having an old fuit of fails bent, the moft
of them were {plit to pieces; particularly a fore-top-fail,
which was rendered quite ufelefs. We got others to the
vards, and continued to ply, being defirous of getting round
the South ends of the lands, or at leaft fo far to the South
as to be able to judge of their extent in that direction. For
no one doubted that this was the Auftralia del Efpiritu Santo
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

of Quiros, which M. de Bougainville calls the Great Cyclades,
and thar the coaft we were now upon was the Eaft fide of
Aurora Ifland, whofe longitude is 168 30’ Eaft.

The gale kept increafing till we were reduced to our low
fails ; {o that, on the 18th, at feven in the morning, I gave
over plying, fetthe top-fails double-recfed, bore up for, and
hauled round the North end of Aurora Ifland, and then
firctched over for the Hle of Lepers, under clofe-reefed top-
fails and courfes, with a very hard gale at N, E.; but we had
now the advantage of a fmooth fea, having the Ifte of Aurora
to windward. At noon the North end of it bore N. E. + N,,
diftant four leagues ; our latitude, found by double altitudes,
and reduced to this time, was 15° 1’ 30" South, longitude

“168° 14’ Eaft. At two o'clock P. M. we drew near the middle

of thelfle of Lepers, and tacked about two miles from land;
in which fituation we had no foundings with a line of
feventy fathoms. We now faw people on the fhore, and
many beautiful cafcades of water pouring down the neigh-
bouring hills. The next time we ftood for this ifle, we came
to within half a mile of it, where we found thirty fathoms, a
fandy bottom ; but a mile off we had no foundings at feventy
fathoms. Here two canoes came off to us, in one of which
were three men, and in the other but one. Though we made
all the figns of friendfhip, we could not bring them nearerthan
a flone’s-throw ; and they made but a thort ftay before they
retired athore, where we faw a great number of people af-
fembled in parties, and armed with bows and arrows. They
are of a very dark colour; and, excepting fome ornaments
at their breaft and arms, feemed to be entirely naked.

As 1 intended to get to the South, in order to explore the

land which might lie there, we continued to ply between
the




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

th-é Hle of Lepers and Aurora; and on the 19th at noon, the
South end of the laft-mentioned ifle bore South 24° Eaft, and
the North end North, diftant twenty miles. Laritude ob-
ferved 15° 11. The wind continucd to blow ftrong at S. E,
fo that what we got by plying in the day, we loft in the
night. On the 20th at fun-rife, we found ourfelves off the
South end of Aurora, on the N. W. fide of which, the coaft
forms a fmall bay. In this we made fome trips to try for
anchorage ; but found no lefs than eighty fathoms water,
the bottom a fine dark fand, at half a mile from thore. Ne-
verthelefs, I am of opinion that, nearer, there is much lefs
depth, and fecure riding ; and in the neighbourhood is plenty
~ of frefh water and wood for fuel. The whole ifle, from the
fea-thore to the fummits of the hills, feemed to be covered
with the latter; and every valley produced a fine ftream of
the former. We faw people on the thore, and fome canoes
on the coaft, but none came off to us. Leaving the bay juft
mentioned, we firetched acrofs the channel which divides
Aurora from Whitfuntide Ifland. At noon we were abreaft
of the North end of this latter, which bore E. N. E., and ob-
ferved in 15° 28';. The Ifle of Aurora bore from N. to N. E.
+ E., and the Ifle of Lepers from N. by W. + W. to We#t.
Whitfuntide Ifle appeared joined to the land to the S. and
S. W.of it ; but in ftretching toS. W. wedifcovered the fepara-
tion. This was about four o’clock P. M., and then we tacked
and ftretched in for the ifland till near fun-fet, when the
wind veering more to the Eaft made it neceflary to refume
our courfe to the South. We faw people on the fhore,
{fmokes in many parts of the ifland, and feveral places
which feemed to be cultivated. About midnight, drawing
near the South land, we tacked and ftretched to the North,
in order to fpend the remainder of the night.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

At day-break on the 21ft, we found ourfelves before the
channel that divides Whitfuntide Ifland from the South Land,
which is about two leagues over. At this time, the'land to
the fouthward extended from S. by E. round to the Weft,
farther than the eye could reach, and on the part neareft to
us, which is”of confiderable height, we obferved two very
large columns of fmoke, which, I judged, afcended from
Volcanos. We now ftood S. S. W., with a fine breeze at S. E.;

- and at ten o’clock, difcovered this part of the land to be an

ifland which 1is called by the natives Ambrym. Soon after
an elevated land appeared open of the South end of Am-
brym; and after that, another ftill higher, on which is a
high peaked hill. We judged thefe lands to belong to two
feparate iflands. The firft came in fight at S. E.; the fecond
at E. by South, and they appeared to be ten leagues diftant.
Holding on our courfe for the land ahead, at noon it was
five miles diftant from us, cxtending from S. S. E. to N. W.
by W., and appeared to be continued. The iflands to the
Eaft bore from N. E. by E. to S. E. by E., latitude obferved

16° 17’ South. As we drew nearer the fhore we difcovered a

crcek, which had the appearance of being a good harbour,
formed by a low point or peninfula, proje&ing out to the
North. On this a number of people were aflembled, who
feemed to invite us athore; probably with no good intent,

as the moft of them were armed with bows and arrows. In

order to gain room and time to hoift out and arm our boats,

" to reconnoitre this place, we tacked and made a trip off,

whieh occafioned the difcovery of another port about a
league more to the South. Having fent two armed boats to
found, and look for anchorage, on their making the fignal
for the latter, we failedin S. S. W., and anchored ineleven fa-
thoms water, not two cables’-length from the S. E. fhore,

vy (:




AND ROUND THE WORLD,

We had no fooner anchored than feveral of the natives
came off in canoes. They were very cautious at firft; but,
at laft, trufted themfelves along-fide, and exchanged, for
pieces of cloth, arrows ; fome of which were pointed with
bone, and dipped in fome green gummy fubftance, which
we naturally fuppofed was poifonous. Two men having
ventured on board, after a thort ftay I fent them away with
prefents. Others, probably induced by this, came off by
moon-light ; but I gave ordersto permit none to come along-
fide; by which means we got clear of them for the night.

Next morning early, a good many came round us, fome
in canoes, and others fwimming. 1 foon prevailed on one
to come on board; which he no fooner did, than he was fol-
lowed by more than I defired ; fo that not only our deck, but
rigging was prefently filled with them. Itook four into the
cabbin, and gave them various articles, which they fhewed
to thofe in the canoes, and feemed much pleafed with their

-reception. While I was thus making friends with thofe in

the cabbin, an accident happened that threwall into con-
tufion, but in the end, I believe, proved advantageous to us.
A fellow in a canoe having been refufed admittance into one
of our boats that lay along-fide, bent his bow to fthoot a

poifoned arrow at the boat-keeper. Some of his countrymen:

prevented his doing it that inftant, and gave time to ac-
quaint me with it. Iran inftantly on deck, and faw another
man ftruggling with him ; one of thofe who had been in
the cabbin, and had leapt out of the window for this pur-
pofe. The other feemed refolved, thook him off, and di-
rected his bow again to the boat-kecper ; but, on my calling
to him, pointed it at me,,. Having a2 mufquet in my hand
loaded with fmall fhot, I gave him the contents. This

ftaggered
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS.THE SOUIH&POLE,
ftaggered him for a moment, ‘but did net prevq;ft him from,

7 holding his bow ftill in the attitude .of fhooting. Anather

Friday za.

difcharge of the fame nature, made him drop it, and vhe

others, who were in the canoe, to paddle off- with all fpeed.

At this time, fome began to fhoot arrows on the ¢ther fide;

A mufquet difcharged in the air had no effégty but a four-

pound fhot over their heads, fent>them off- m.the utmoff -

confufion. Many quitted their canoes and fwam on fhore:

thofe in the great cabbin leaped out of the windows; and
- thofe who were on the deck, and on different parts of the

rigging, all leaped over-board. After this we took no far-
ther notice of them, but fuffered them to come off and pick
up their canoes ; and fome even ventured again ,along-ﬁdc
the thip. Immediately after the great gun w#éfired, we

heard the beating of drums on fhore; which was, pro-
bably, the fignal for rthe country to affemble in armes. We
now got every thing in readinefs to land, to cut fome wood,

which we were in wantof, and totry to get fome refrethments, -

nothing of this kind having been feen in any of the canoes.

About nine o’clock, we put off in two boats, and landed
in the face of four or five hundred people, who were aflem-
bled on the fthore. Though they were rmed with bows
and arrows, clubs and f{pears, they made not the leaft oppo-
fition. On the contrary, fecing me advance alone, with no-
thing but a green branch in my hand, one of them, who
feemed to be a chief, giving his bow and arrows to another,
met me in the water, bearing alfo a green branch, which
having exchanged for the one I held, he then took me by
the hand, and led me up to the crowd. I immediately diftri-
buted prefents to them, and, in the-mean time, the marines

were drawn up upon the beach. I then made figns (for
7 we
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

we underftood not a word of their language) that we wanted
wood ; and they made figns to us to cut down the trees. By
this time, a fmall pig being brought down and prefented to
me, I gave the bearer a piece of cloth, with which he
feemed well pleafed. This made us hope that we thould foon
have fome more; but we were miftaken. The pig was not
brought to be exchanged for what we had, but on fome other
account ; probably as a peace-offering. For, all we could
fay or do, did not prevail on them to bring down, after this,
above half a dozen cocoa-nuts, and a fmall quantity of freth
water. They fet no value on nails, or any fort of iron tools ;
nor indeed on any thing we had. They would, now and
then, exchange an arrow-for a. piece-of cloth; but very fel-
dom would part with-a bow. They were unwilling we
thould go off the beach, and very defirous we fhould return
on board. At length, about noon, after fending what wood
we had cuton board, we embarked ourfelves; and they all
retired, fome one way and fome another.

Before we had dined, the afternoon was to far fpent to
do any thing on fhore ; and all hands were employed, fetting
up therigging, and repairing fome defes in it. But feeing a
man bring along the firand a buoy, which they had taken
in the night from the kedge anchor, I went on fhore for ir,
accompanied by fome of the gentlemen. The moment we
landed, it was put into the boat, by a man who walked off
again without fpeaking one word. It ought to be obferved,
that this was the only thing they took, or even attempted to
take from us, by any means whatever. Being landed near
fome of their plantations and houfes, which were juft within
the fkirts of the woods, I prevailed on one man to conduct
me to them; but, though they fuffered Mr.Forfter to go with
me, they were unwilling any more fhould follow. Thefe

‘ houfes
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

houfes were fomething like thofe of thc other ifles; rather
low, and covered with palm thatch. Some were inclofed, or
walled round with boards; and the entrance to thefe was
by a fquarc holc at one end, which at this time was fhut up,
and they were unwilling to open it for us to look in.
There were here about fix houfes, and fome fmall planta-
tions of roots, &c., fenced round with reeds, as at the
Friendly Hlcs. There were, likewife, fome bread-fruit,
cocoa-nut, and plantain trees ; but very little fruit on any of
them. A good many fine yams were piled up upon fticks,
or a kind of raifed platform; and about twenty pigs, and a
tew fowls, were running about loofe. After making thefe
obfervations, having embarked, we proceeded to the S. E.
point of the harbour, where we again landed and walked
along the beach till we could fee the iflands to the S. L. al-
ready mentioned. The names of thefe we now oh:aincd, as
well as the name of that on which we were. This they
called Mallicollo*; the ifland that firft appeared over the
fouth end of Ambrym is called- Apec; and ti:e other, with
the hill on it, Paoom. We found on the beach a fruit like
an orange, called by them Abbi-mora ; but whether it be fit
for cating I cannot fay, as this was decayed.

o Lok g ’

Procceding next to the other fide of the harbour, we there
landed, ncar a few houfes, at the invitation of fome people
who came down to the fhore; but we had not becen there
five minutes before they wanted us to be gone. We com-
plied, and proceeded up the harbour in order to found ir,
and to look for trefh water, of which, as yet, we had feen
none, but the very little that the natives broughr, which we
knew not where they got. Nor was our fearch now attend-
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

ed with fuccefs ; but this is no proof that there is not any.
The day was too far {pent to examine the place well enough
to determine this point. Night having brought us on board,
I was informed that no foul had been off to the fhip; fo
foon was the curiofity of thefe people fatisfied. As we were
coming on board, we heard the found of a drum, and, I
think, of fome other infiruments, and faw people dancing;
but as foon as they heard the noife of the oars, or faw us, all
was filent.

Being unwilling to lofe the benefit of the moon-light
nights, which now happened, at feven A. M. on the 23d,
we weighed ; and, with a light air of wind, and the affiltance
of our boats, proceeded out of the harbour, the fouth end of
which, at noon, bore W. S. W., diftant about two miles.

When the natives faw us under fail, they came off in
canoes, making exchanges with more confidence than be-
fore, and giving fuch extraordinary proofs of their honefty
as furprifed us. As the fhip, at firft, had freth way through
the water, feveral of them dropped aftern after they had re-
ccived our goods, and before they had time to deliver theirs
in return. Inftead of taking advantage of this, as our friends
at the Society Ifles would have done, they ufed their utmoft
cfforts to get up with us, and to deliver what they had already
been paid for. One man, in particular, followed us a con-
fiderable time, and did not reach us till it was calm, and the
thing was forgotten. As foon as he came along-fide he held
up the thing which feveral were recady to buy; but he re-
fufed to part with it, till he faw the perfon to whom he had
before fold it, and to him he gave it. The perfon, not know-
ing him again, offered him fomcthing in return; which
ne refufed, and thewed him what he had given him before.

Vor. IL F Pieces
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34 A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

1175;-. Pieces.of cloth, and marbled paper, were in moft efteem with
+—+— them ; but edge tools, nails, and beads they feemed to dife
Saurday 23. regard. The greateft number of canoes we¢ had along-fide = .
3t once did not exceed eight, and not more than fouror five
people in each; who would- frequently retire to the fhore -
allon a {udden, before they had difpofed of half their thmgs,
and then others would come off, :

At the time we came out of the harbour, it was about. . -
low water, and great numbers of people were then on the ¥ ¥
thoals or reefs which lie along the fhore, lookmg, as wev' :
fuppofed, for thell and other fith. Thus ‘our beipg ol thexr
eoatt, and in one of their ports, did not hindef theri’ from
followmg the neceffary. employments. By this time they
might be fatisfied we meant them no harm; fo that, had -
we made a longer ftay, we might foon have been wppn good
rerms with this ape-like nation. Eor, in general, they are. the
moft ugly, :,}l-pmpormned people I'ever faw, and in every
refpet different from any we had met with in this fea,
They are a very dark-coloured. and rather diminutive
race ; with long heads, flat faces, and monkey countenances,
Their-hair mofily black or-brown, is fhort and curly; but
not quite {o foft and woolly as that of a negro. Their
beards are very ftrong, crifp, and buthy, and generally black
and fhart. But what moft adds to their deformity, is a belt
or cord which they wear round the waift, and tie fo tight
over the bely, that the thape of their bodies is not unlikg.
that of an over-grown pifmire. The men go quite nakedy~
except a piece aof cloth or leaf ufed as a wrapper *.

~® The particular manner _of' applying thé wrapper may be feen in Waler’s Voyags,,
who menrtions this fingular cuflem << exitling, though with fume little variagion, amOngﬁ Lhc.
iedians of the Iithmus of Daricn.  3ce Wafer’s Voyage, p. 14

We
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

We faw but few women, and they were notlefs ugly thanthe
men ; their heads, faces, and thoulders are painted red; they
wear a kind of petticoat; and fome of them had fomething over
their fhoulders like a bag, in which they carry their child-
ren. None of them came off to the fhip, and they gene.
rally kept at a diftance when we were on thore. Their or-
naments are ear-rings made of tortoife-thell, and bracelets.
A curious one of the latter, four or five inches broad,
wrought with thread or cord, and ftudded with fthells, is
worn by them juft above the elbow. Round the right wrift
they wear hogs tufks, bentcircular, and rings made of fhells,
and round their left, a round piece of wood, which we
judged was to ward off the bow-firing. The bridge of the
nofe is pierced, in which they wear a piece of white
ftone, about an inch and an half long, and in this fhape

/ — . As figns of friendfhip they prefent a green
branch, and fprinkle water with the hand over the head.

Their weapons are clubs, fpears, and bows and arrows,
The two former are made of hard or iron-wood. Their
bows are about four feet long, made of a ftick {plit down
the middle, and are not circular, but in this form

“~_-_ . The arrows, which are a fort of reeds,
are fometimes armed with a long and fharp point, made of
the hard wood, and fometimes with. a very hard point
made of bone; and thefe points are all covered with a fub-
flance which we took for poifon. Indced, the people them-

felves confirmed our fufpicions, by making figns to us not"

to touch the point, and giving us to underftand that if we
were pricked by them we fhould die. They are very careful
of them themfelves, and keep them always wrapped up in

F 2 a quiver,
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a quiver. Some of thefc arrows are armed with two orthree
points, each with fmall prickles on the edges, to prevent the
arrow being drawn out of the wound.

The people of Mallicollo feemed to be 2 quite different nation
from any we had yet met with,and {peak a differentlanguage.
Of about eighty words, which Mr. Forfter collected, hardly one
bears any affinity to the language fpoken at any other ifland
orplace I had ever been at.  The letter R is ufed in many of
their words; and frequently two or three.being joined toge-

_ther, fuch words we found difficult to pronounce. Iobferved

that they could pronounce moft of our words with great eafe.
They exprefs their admiration by hifling like a goofe.

To judge of the country by the little we faw of it, it
muft be fertile; but I believe their fruits are not {fo good
as thofe of the Society or Friendly Ifles. Their cocoa-nut
trees, lam certain, are not; and their bread-fruit and plan-
tains did not feem much better. But their yams appeared
to be very good. We faw no other animals than thofe I have
already mentioned. They have not fo much as a name for

" a dog, and confequently have none; for which reafon we

left them a dog and a bitch; and there is no doubt they will
be taken care of, as they were very fond of them.

After we had got to fea, we tried what effe&t one of the
poifoned arrows would have on a dog. Indeed we had tried
it in the harbour the very firft night, but we thought the
operation had been too flight, as it had no effe&. The fur-
geon now made a decp incifion in the dog’s thigh, into
which he laid a large portion of the poifon, juft as it was
fcraped from the arrows, and then bound up the wound
with a bandage. For feveral days after we thought the dog

was
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was not {o well as he had been before; but whether this
was really fo, or only fuggefted by imagination, I know not.
He was afterwards as if nothing had been done to him, and
lived to be brought home to England. However, I have no
doubt of this ftuff being of a poifonous quality, as it could
anfwer no other purpofe. The people feemed not unac-
quainted with the natureof poifon; for whenthey brought us
water on fhore, they firft tafted it,and then gave us to.under-
ftand we might with fafety drink it.

This harbour, which is fituated on the N. E. fide of Malli-
collo, notfar from the S. E. end, in latitude 16 25’ 20" S,
longitudeé'rx'67° 57 23" E., I named Port Sandwich. It lies in
S. W. by S. about one league, and is one-third of a league
broad. A reef of rocks extends out a littleWay from each
point; but the channel is of a good breadth, and hath in it
from forty to twenty-four fathoms water. In the port, the
depth of water is from twenty to four fathoms; and it is fo
fheltered that no winds can difturb a fhip at anchor there.
Another greatadvantage is, you can lie fo near the thore, as
to cover your people, who may be at work upon it.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

CHAP. 1IV.

An Account of the Difcovery of feveral Iflands, an Inter-
wiew and Skirmifb with the Inbabitants upon one of
them. The Arrival of the Sbip at Tanna, and tbe Re-

ception we met with there.

OON after we got to fea, we had a breeze at E.S. E,,
with which we flood over for Ambrym till three o'clock
in the afternoon, when the wind veering to E:N. E,, we
tacked and ftretched to the S. E.,and weathered the S. E. end
of Mallicollo, off which we difcovered three or four fmall
iflands, that before appeared to be conneéted. At fun-fet
the point bore S. 77° Weft, diftant three leagues, from which
the coaft feemed to trend away Weft. At this time, the ifle
of Ambrym extended from N. 3° E. to N. 65° E. The ifle of
Paoom from N. 76° E.to S. 88° E.; and the ifle of Apee from
S.83°E. to S. 43° Eaft. We ftood for this laft ifle, which we
recached by midnight, and then brought to till day-break on
the-24th, when we made fail to the S. E., with a view of ply-,
ing up to the eaftward on the fouth fide of Apee. At fung
rife, we difcovered feveral more iflands, extending from the
S. E. point of Apee to the South as far as S. E. by S. The
neareft to us we reached by ten o’clock, and not being able
to weather it, we tacked a mile from its thore in fourteen
fathoms water. This ifland is about four leagues in circuit,
is remarkable by having three high peaked hills upon it, by
which it has obtained that name. In the P. M. the wind
veering more to the North, we refumed our courfe to the
3 : Eaft;
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Faft; and having weathered Threehills, ftood for the group
of fmall ifles which lie off the S. E. point of Apee. Thefe
I called Shepherd’s Ifles, in honour of my worthy friend
Dr. Shepherd, Plumian profeflor of aftronomy at Cambridge.
Having a fine breeze, I had thoughts of going through be-
tween them; but the channels being narrow, and feeing
broken water in the one“we were fteering for, I gave up the
defign, and bore up, in order to go without, or to the South
of them. Before this could be accomplithed, it fell calm,
and we were left to the mercy of the current, clofe to the
ifles, where we could find no foundings with a line of an
hundred and eighty fathoms. We had now land or iflands
in every direction, and were not able to count the number
which lay round us. The mountain on Pacom was feen
over the eaft end of Apee, bearing N. N. W. at eight o’clock.
A breeze at S. E. relieved us from the anxiety the calm had
occafioned ; and we fpent the night making thort boards.

The night before we came out of Port Sandwich, two red-
difh fith, about the fize of large bream, and not unlike them,
were caught with hook and line. On thefe fith moft of the
" officers, and fome of the petty officers, dined the next day.
The night following, every one who had eaten of them was
feized with violent pains in the head and bones, attended
with a {corching heat all over the fkin, and numbnefs in the
joints. There remained no doubt that this was occafioned:
by the fith being of a poifonous nature, and having com-
municated its bad effeéts to all who partook of them ; even
to the hogs and dogs. One of the former died about fixteen
hours after; it was not long, before one of the latter fhared
the fame fate ; and it was a week or ten days, before all the

gentlemen recovered. Thefe muft have been the fame fort
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of fith mentioned by Quiros ¥, under the name of Pargos,
which poifoned the crews of his fhips, fo that it was fome
time before they rccovered ; and we fhould, doubtlcfs, have
been in the fame fituation, had more of them been eaten.

At day-break on the 25th, we made a thort ftretch to the
Eaft of Shepherd’s Ifles till after fun-rife, when, feecing no
more land in that dirc&ion, we tacked and ftood for the
ifland we had fcen in the South, having a gentle breeze at
S. E. Wepafled to the Eaft of Threchills, and likewife of a
low ifle, which lies on the S. E. fide of it, between a remark-
able peaked rock which obtained the name of Monument,
and a fmall ifland named Twohills, on account of two
peaked hills upon it, disjoined by a low and narrow ifthmus.
The channel between this ifland and the Monument is near
a mile broad, and twenty-four fathoms decep. Except this
rock, which is only acceflible to birds, we did not find an
ifland on which people were not feen. At noon, we obferved,
in latitude 17° 18’ 30”; longitude, made from Port Sand-
wich, 45’ Eaft. In this fituation the Monument bore N. 16°
Eaft, diftant two miles; Two hills bore N. 25° Weft, diftant
two miles, and in a line with the S. W. part of Threehills;
and the iflands to the South extended from S. 16° 30" E. to
S. 42° Weft,

Continuing our courfe to the South, at five P. M. we drew
near the fouthern lands, which we found to confift of one
large ifland, whofe fouthern and weftern extremities extended
beyond our fight, and three or four fmaller ones, lying off its
North fide. The two northernmoft are much the largeft, have
a good height, and lie in the direction of E. by S. and W. by
N. from each other, diftant two lcagues. I named the one

* Dalrymple’: Collg&tion of Voyages, vel iv p. 140, 141,

4 Montagu,
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'Montagu, and the other Hinchinbrook, and the large ifland
Sandwich, in honour of my noble patron the Earl of Sandwich.
Seeing broken water ahead, between Montagu and Hinchin-
brook ifles, we tacked; and foon after it fell calm. The
calm continued till feven o’clock the next morning, when it
was fucceeded by a breeze from the weftward. During the
calm, having been carried by the currents and a 8. E. fwell,
four leagues to the W. N. W,, we paffed Hinchinbrook Ifle,
faw the weftern extremity of Sandwich Ifland, bearing
S.S. W., about five leagues diftant, and at the fame time
difcovered a fmall ifland to the Weft of this direion. After
getting the wefterly breeze, 1 fteered S. E., in order to pafs
between Montagu Ifle and the north end of Sandwich Ifland.
At noon we were in the middle of the channel, and obferved
in latitude 17° 31’ S. The diftance from one ifland to the
other is about four or five milqs; but the channel is not
much above half that breadth, being contra&ed by breakers.
We had no foundings in it with a line of forty fathoms.

As we paffed Montagu Ile feveral people came down to
the fea-fide, and, by figns, feemed to invite us athore. Some
were alfo feen on Sandwich Ifland, which exhibited a moft
delightful profpet, being fpotted with woods and lawns,
agreeably diverfified, over the whole furface. It hath a
gentle flope from the hills, which are of a moderate heigh,
down to the fea-coaft. This is low and guarded by a chain
of breakers, fo that there is no approaching it at this part,
But more to the Wcft, beyond Hinchinbrook Ifland, there
feemed to run in a bay fheltered from the reigning winds.
The examining it not being fo much an obje& with me as
the getting to the South, in order to find the fouthern ex-
wemity of the Archipelago, wich this view 1 ftecred S. S. E.,
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE.

being the diretion of the coaft of Sandwich Hland. We
had but juft got through the paflage, before the weft wind
left us to variable light airs and calmsy {o that we were ap-
prehenfive of being carried back again by the currents, or
rather of being obliged to return in order to avoid being
driven on the thoals, as there was no anchorage, a line of an
hundred and fixty fathoms not reaching to the bottom. At
length a breeze {pringing up at S. W. we flood to S. E., and
at fun-fet the Monument bore N. 14° 30" Weft, and Montagu
Ifland N. 28> Weft, diftant threec leagues. We judged we
faw the S. E. extremity of Sandwich Ifland bearing abowt
S. by E.

We continued to ftand to S E. till four A. M. on the 27th,
when we tacked to the Weft. At fun-rife having difcovered
a new land bearing South, and making in three hills, this

- occafioned us to tack and ftand towards it. At this time

Montagu Hle bore N. §2° Weft, diftant thirteen leagues; at
noon it was ncarly in the fame direction, and the new land
extended from S. £ E. to S. by W., and the three hills feemed
to be connected. Our latitude, by obfervation, was 18° 1’ S,
and the longitude, made from Port Sandwich, 1° 23" E. We
continucd to ftand to the S. E., with a gentle breeze at S, W.
and S.S. ., till the 28that {fun-rife,when, the wind vcering to
the South, we tacked and flood to the Weft. The threc hills
mentioned above, we now faw, belonged to one ifland,
which extended from S. 35 to0 71° Weft, diftant about ten or

twelve leagues.

Retarded by contrary winds, calms, and the currents, that
fettoN. W., we were three days in gaining this fpace; in which
time we difcovered an elevated land to the South of this. It
iirt appeared in detached hummocks, but we judged it to be

connected.
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conneéted. At length on the 1t of Auguft, about ten A. M.
we got a fine breeze at E. S. E., which foon after veercd to
N. E., and we fteered for the N. W. fide of theifland. Reach-
ing it about two P. M., we ranged the weft coaft at one mile
from fhore, on which the inhabitants appeared in feveral
parts, and by figns invited us to land. We continued to
found without finding bottom, till we came before a {mall
bay, or bending of the coaft, where, near a mile from fhore,
we found thirty and twenty-two fathoms water, a fandy
bottom. Ihad thoughts of anchoring here, but the wind
almoft inftantly veered to N. W.; whi¢h being nearly on
fhore, I laid this defign afide. Befides, I was unwilling to
lofe the opportunity that now offered of getting to the South-
eaft, in order firft (o explore the lands which lay there. 1
thercfore continued to range the coaft to the South, at about
the fame diftance from fthore ; but we foon got out of found-
ings. Aboutaleague to the South of this bay, which hath
about two miles extent, is another more extenfive. Towards
the evening, the brceze began to abate, fo that it was fun-
fet before we got the length of it. Iintended not to ftop
here, and to ftand to the South under an eafy fail all night,
but at cight o'clock, as we were ftcering S.'S. E., we faw a
light ahcad. Not knowing bur it might be on fome low
dctached ifle, dangerous to approach while dark, we hauled
the wind, and fpent the night ftanding off and on, or rather
driving toand fro; for we had but very little wind.

At fun rife on the 2d, we {aw no more land than the coaft
we were upon ; but found that the currents had carried us
fome miles to the North, and we artempted, to little purpofe,
10 regain what we had loft. At noon we were about a
league from the coaft, which cxtended from S. S. E. to N. E.
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Latitude obferved 18 46’ S” In the afternoon, finding the
thip to drift, not only to the North, but in fhore alfo, and
being yet to the South of the bay we pafled the day before,
I had thoughts of getting to an anchor before nighr, while
we had it in our power to make choice of.a place. With
this view, having hoifted out two boats, one of them was
fent ahead to tow the fhip; in the other Mr. Gilbert went, to
found for anchorage. Soon after, the towing boat was fent
to aflit him. So much time was {pent in founding this bay,
that the fhip drove paft, which made it neceffary to call the
boats on board to tow her off from the northern point. But
this fervice was performed by a breeze of wind, which, that
moment, {fprung up at S. W.; fo that as the boats got on
board, we hoifted them in, and then borc up for the North
fide of the ifland, intending once more to try to get round
by the Eaft. Mr. Gilbert informed me, that, at the South part
of the bay, he found ne foundings till clofe to a fteep ftone
beach, where he landed to tafte a ftream of water he faw
there, which proved to be falt. Some people were feen there,
but they kept at a diftance. Farther down the coaft, thatis
to the North, he found twenty, twenty-four, and thirty fa-
thoms, three-fourths of a mile, or a mile, from fhore, the
bottom a fine dark fand.

On the 3d at fun-rife, we found ourfelves abreaft a Iofty
promontory on the S. E. fide of the ifland, and about three
leagues from it. Having but little wind, and that from the
South, right in our teeth, and being in want of fire-wood, I
fent Licutenant Clerke with two boats to a fmall iflot which
lies off the promontory, to endeavour to get fome. In the
mean time we continued to ply up with the fhip; but what
we gained by our fails, we loft by the current. At length;,

towards
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twards noon, we got a breeze at E. S. E, and E., with which
we could lic up for the head; and foon after Mr. Clerke re-
turned, having not been able to land, on account of an high
furf on the thore. They met with no people on the ifle ; but
faw a large bat, and fome birds, and caught a water-fnake.
At fix o’clock P. M. we got in with the land, under the N.
W. fide of the head, where we anchored in feventeen fa-
thoms water, the bottom a fine dark {fand, half a mile from
thore ; the point of the head bearing N. 18° Eaft, diftant half
aleague; the little iflot before mentioned N. E. by E. } E.,and
the N. W. point of the bay N. 32° Weft. Many people ap-
pearcd on the fthore, and fome attempted to fwim off to us;
but having occafion to fend the boat ahead to found, they
rctired as (he drew near thein.  This, however, gave us a
favourable idea of them:.

On the 4th, at day-break, I went with two boats to ex-

amine the coaft, to look for a proper landing-place, wood,
and water. At this time, the natives began to aflemble on
the fhore, and by figns invited us to land. 'I went firft to a
fmall beach, which is tocwards the head, where I found no
good landiag, on account of fome rocks which every where
lincd the coaft. I, howevef, put the boat’s bow to the fhore,
and gave cloth, medals, &c. to fome people who were there.
For this trcatment they offered to haul the boats over the
breakers to the fandy beach; which I thought a friendly
oifer, but had reafon afterwards to alter my opinion. When
they found I would not do as they defired, they made figns
for us to go down into the bay, which we accordingly did, and
they ran along fhore abreaft of us, their number increafing
prodigioudly. I putinto the thorein two or three places, but,
not liking the fituation, did not land. By this time, I believe,

the
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the natives conceived: whitt: I 'wantéd, as duy directed me
rounst a #cky poiat; whefe, on 4 fine fandy beach, Ifepped-
" out'af the-boat without, Wetting a foot, in the face of a vaft
multinide, with onlj a green branch in my-hand, which I
had:before got from ongof them. ‘I took but one man out
a$: the: boit with me, 4nd Srdered the: othet boat tolie to a.
Lixlemdiftance off. They reccived-me with gweat courtefy and
. politenefs; and would retire back -from' the hoat on my
roaking the leaft motion with my hand. A man, whom [
thek to be 3 chief, feeing this, made them form a femicircle
round the boat's bow, and beat fuch-as attempted.to break
through this order. ' This man I loaded with prefents, giv-
i9g likewife to others, and afked by figng for- frefh water,
ip bopes of fecing where they got it.  The<hicf immedi-
.ately fent a man for fome, whoran to a houfe, and: prefently
geturned with a little in a bamboo; fo that I gained but
'~ Jistle information by this. I next afked, by the fame means,
- ‘for fomething to eat; and they as readily brought me a
yam, and fome cocoz-nuts. In fhort, 1 Was charmed with
their behaviour; and the only thing which could give the

leatt fufpicion was, that moit of them were armecd with

clubs, fpears, darts, and bows and arrows. For this reafon
I'kept my eye continually upon the chief, and watched his
looks as well as his actions. He made many figns to me to
hiaul the boat up upon the fhore, and at latt flipped into the
crowd, where I obferved him fpeak to feveral people, and
then return to me, repeating figns to haul the boat up, and
hefitating a good deal before he would receive fome fpike-
nails which I then offered him. This made me fufpett
fomething was intended, and immediatcly I ftepped into the
boar, telling them by figns that I fhould foon return. But

they were not for parting fo foon, and now attempted, by
force

.
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force, what they could not obtain by gentler means.
The gang-board happened unluckily to be laid out for me
to come into the boat. I fay unluckily, for if it had not
been out, and if the crew had been a little quicker in get-
ting the boat off, the natives might not have had time to
put their defign in execution, nor would the following dif-
agreeable {cene have happened. As we were putting off the
boat, they laid hold of the gang-board, and unhooked it off
the boat’s ftern. But as they did not take it away, I thought
this had been done by accident, and ordered the boat in again
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to take it up. Then they themfelves hooked it over the

boat’s ftem, and attempted to haul her athore; others, at
the fame time, fnatched the oars out of the people’s hands.
On my pointing a mufquet at them, they in fome meafure
defifted, but returned in an inftant fecmingly determined to

haul the boat afhore. At the head of this party was the:

chief; the others, who could not come at the boat, ftood be-
hind with darts, ftones, and bows and arrows in hand, ready
to fupport them..  Signs and threats having no effet, our
own fafety became the only confideration; and yet 1 was
unwilling to fire on rhe multitude, and refolved to make the
chief alone fall a vitim to his own treachery; but my
mufquet at this critical moment miiled fire. Whatever idea
they might have fermed of the a:nis we held in our hands,
they mu.t now have looked upon :nem as childith weapons,
and began to let us fce how mych bewer theirs were, by
throwingttoncs and darts,and by fthootit.garrows. This made
it abfolutely neceflary for me to give orders to fire. The
firft difcharge threw them into contufron; but a fecond was
hardly fuflicicnit to drive them off the beach; and afier all,
they continued to throw ftones from bchind the trees and
bufhes, and, every now and then, to pop out and throw a

i) ) dart.
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dart. Four lay, to all appearance, dead on the fhore; but two
of them afterwards crawled into the buthes. Happy it was
for thefe people, that not half our mufquets would go off,
otherwife many niore muft have f . We had onhe man
wounded in the cheek with a dart, the'point of which was as
thick as my finger, and yet it entered above two inches;
which fhews that it muft-have come with great force, though
indeed we were very near them. An arrow ftruck Mr. Gil-
bert’s naked breaft, who was about thirty yards off; but pro-
bably it had ftruck fomething before; for it hardly pene-
trated the fkin. The arrows were pointed with hard wood.

As foon as we got on board, I ordered the anchor to be
weighed, with a view of anchoring near the landing-place.
While this was doing, feveral people appeared on the low
rocky point, difplaying two oars we had loft in the fcuffle.
I looked on this as a fign of fubmiffion, and of their want-
ing to give us the oars. I was, neverthelefs, prevailed on to
fire a four pound fhot at them, to let them fee the effect of
our great guns. The ball fell fhort, but frightened them fo
“much, that none were feen afterwards; and they left the
oars ftanding up againft the bufhes. '

- Tt was now calm ; but the anchor was hardly at the bow be-
fore a breeze fprung up at North, of which we took the ad-
vantage, fet our fails, and plyed outof the bay, as it did not
feem capable of fupplying our wants, with that conveniency
‘1 withed to have. Befides, I always had it in my power to
return tothis place,” in cafe I fhould find none more con-
venient farther South, '

" Thefe iflanders fcc1ﬁcd to be a different race from thofe of
- Mallicollo, and fpoke a different language. They are of
2 " the
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the middle fize, have a good thape, and tolerable features,
Their colour is very dark, and they paint their faces, fome
with black, and others with red pigment. Their hairis very
curly and crilp, and fomewhat woolly. 1 faw a few wo-
men, and I thought them ugly; they wore a kind of petti-
coat made of palm-leaves, or fomé plant like it. But the
men, like thofe of Mallicollo, were in a manner naked; hav-
ing only the belt abour the waift, and.the piece of cloth, or
leaf, ufed as a wrapper*. I{aw no canoes with thefe people,
nor were any feen in any part of this ifland. They live in
houfes covered with thatch, and thcxr plantations are laid
out by line, and fenced round.

At two o'clock in the aftemoon, we were clear of the bay,
bore up round the head, and fteered S. S. E. for the South
end of the ifland, having a ﬁne breeze at N. W. On theS..
W. fide of the head is a pretty deep bay, which feemed to run
in behind the one on the N. W. fide. Its fhores are low, and

the adjacent lands appeared very fertile. It is expofed to the ,f/

S. E. winds ; for which reafon, until it be better known, the /
N. W. bay is preferable, becaufe it is theltered from the/
reigning winds ; and the winds to which it is open, viz. froni
N. W. by N. to E by N,, feldom blow ftrong. The promon~
tory, or peninfula, which disjoins thefe two bays, I named
Traitor's Head, from the treacherous behaviour of its inha-
bitants. Itis the N. E. point of the-ifland, fituated in the la~
ticude 18° 43’ South, longitude 169° 28’ Eaft, and terminates
in a faddle hill which is of height fufficient to be feen fixteen |

or eighteen leagues. As we advanced to S. S. E. the new l

ifland, we had before difcovered, began to appear over the

S. E. point of the one near us, bearing S. T E,, diftanttenor -
twelve leagues. After leaving this one, we fteered for the

® Sece the Note, p. 34.
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Eaft end of the other, being dxre&ed by a great light we faw
upon it.

At one o'clock the next morning, drawing near the fhore,
we tacked, and fpent the remainder of the night making
thort boards. At fun-rife we difcovered a high table land
(an ifland) bearing E. by S,, and a fmall low ifle in the di-
rection of N. N. E., which we had paffed in the night with-
out feeing it. Traitor’s Head was ftill in fight, bearing N.
20° Weft, diftant fifteen leagues, and the ifland to the South
cxtended from S. 7° Weft 10 S. 87° Weft, diftant three or four
miles. We then found that the light we had feen in the
night, was occafioned by a volcano, which we obferved to
throw up vaft quantittes of fire and fmoke, with a rum-
bling noifc heard at a great diftance. We now made fail for
the ifland; and, prefently after, difcovered a {mall inlet
which had the appearance of being a good harbour. In or-
der to be better informed, I fent away two armed boats, un-
der the command of Lieutenant Cooper, to found it; and, in
the mecan while, we ftood on and off with the fhip, 1o be
ready to follow, or give them any a{lifance they might want.
On the Faft point of the entrance, we obferved a number of
people, and feveral houfes and canoes; and when our boats
cntered the harbour they launched fome, and followed them,
but came not near. It was not long before Mr. Cooper made
the fignal for anchorage; and we ftood in with the thip.
The wind being at Weft, and our courfe S.S. W., we bor-
rowed clofe to the Welt point, and pafled over fome funken
rocks, which might have been avoided by keeping a little
more to the Eaft, or about one-third channel over. The wind
left us as foon as we were within the entrance, and obliged
us to drop an anchor in four fathoms water. After this, the

* boats
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boats were fent again to found; and, in the mean time, the A'777?
. . ugult. i
Jaunch was hoifted out, in order to carry out anchors to warp «——

in by, as foon as we thould be acquainted with the channel. |

While we were thus employed, many of the natives got
together in parties, on feveral parts of the fhore, all armed
with bows, fpears, &c. Some fwam off to us, others came
in canoes, At firft they were thy, and kept at the diftance
of a ftonc’s throw; they grew infenfibly bolder; and, at
laft, came under our ftern, and made fome exchanges. The
people in one of the firft canoes, after coming as near as
they durft, threw towards us fome cocoa-nuts. I went in-
to a boat and picked them up, giving them in return fome
cloth and other articles. This induced others to come un-
der the ftern, and aleng-fide, where their behaviour was in<
folent and daring. They wanted to carry off every thing
within their reach ; they got hold of the fly of the enfign, and *
would have torn it from the ftaff; others attecmpted to knock
the rings off the rudder; but the greateft trouble they gave
us was to look after the buoys of our anchors, which were
no fooner thrown out of the boats, or let go from the thip,
than they got hold of them. A few mufquets fired in the
air had no effet; but a four-pounder frightened them fo
much, that they quitted their canoes that inftant, and took-
to the water. But as foon as they found themfelves unhure,
they got again into their canoes; gave us fome halloos;
flourithed. their weapons; and rcturned oncc more to the
buoys. This put us to the cxpence of a few mufquctoon
fhot,” which had the defired ctiect.  Although none were
hurt, they were afterwards afraid to come near the buoys;
very foon ail retired on fhore ; and we were permitted to fit

down to dinner undifturbed.
H 2 During
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During thefe tranfactions, a friendly old man in a fmall
canoe made feveral trips between us and the fhore, bringing
off each time a few cocoa-nuts, or a yam, and taking in ex-
change whatever we gave him. Another was on the gang-
way when the great gun was fired, but I could not prevail
on him to ftay there long. Towards the evening, after the
thip was moored, I landed at the head of the harbour, in
the S. E. corner, with a ftrong party of men, without any
oppofition being made by a great number of the natives
who were affembled in two parties, the one on our right,
the other on our left, armed with clubs, darts, fpears,
flings and flones, bows and arrows, &c. After diftributing
to the old people, (for we could diftinguifth no chief) and
fome others, prefents of cloth, medals, &c. I ordered two
cafks to be filled with water .out of a pond about twenty
paces behind the landing-place ; giving the natives to un-
derftand, that this was one of the articles we wanted. Be-
fides water, we got from them a few cocoa-nuts, which
feemed to be in plenty on the trees ; but they could not be
prevailed upon, to part with any of their weapons. Thefe
they held in conftant readinefs, and in the proper attitudes of
offence and defence; fo that little was wanting to make them
attack us; at leaft we thought fo, by their prefling fo much
upon us, and in {pite of our endeavours to keep them off.
Our early re-embarking probably difconcerted their {cheme ;
and after that, they all reured. The fricndly old man be-
fore mentioned, was in one of thefe partics; and we judged,
from his condud, that his tecaper was pacific.

CHAP
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CHAP V.

An_Intercourfe effablifbed with the Natives 5 fome Account
of the Ifland, and a Variety of Incidents that happened
during our Stay at it.

S we wanted to take in a large quantity both of wood 1774
and water, and as, when I was on fhore, I had found ﬁf:ﬂ_'_.
it practicable to lay the fhip much nearer the landing-place
than fhe now was, which would greatly facilitate that work
as well as over-awe the natives, and enable us better to
cover and protect the working party on fhore; with this
view, on the 6th, we went to work to tranfport the fhip to the syurday s,
place I defigned to moor her in. While we were about this,
we obferved the natives affembling from all parts, and form-
ing themfelves into two parties, as they did the preceding
evening, one on each fide the landing-place, to the amount
of fome thoufands, armed as before. A canoe, fometimes
conducted by one, and at other times by two or three men,
now and then, came off, bringing a few cocoa-nuts or plan-
tains. Thefe they gave us without afking for any return;
but I took care that they fhould always have fomething.
Their chief defign feemed to be to invite us on fhore. One
of thofe who came off was the old man, who had already in-
gratiated himfelf into our favour. I made him underftand,
by figns, that they were to lay afide their wcapons, took
thofe which were in the canoe and threw them overboard,
and made him a prefent of a large piece of cloth. There
was no doubt that he underftood me, and made my requctt

| known
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known tohis countrymen. For asfoonashelanded, we obferv-
ed him to go firft to the one party, and then to the other; nor
was he, cver after, feen by us with any thing like a wcapon
in his hand. After this, three fellows came.in a canoe
under the ftern, one of them brandithing a club, with which
he ftruck the fhip's fide, and committed other aéts of defi-
ance, but at laft offered to exchange it for a ftring of beads,
and fome other trifles.  Thefe were fent down to -him by a
line; but the moment they were in his pofleflion, he and
his companions paddled off in all hafte, without giving the
.club or any thing clfe in return. This was what expected,
and indecd what I was not forry for, as I wanted an oppor-
tunity to {hew the multitude on thore, the cifect of our fire-
arms, without matcrially hurting any of them. Havinga

fowling-picce loaded with fmall-fhot (N” 3.) I gave the fel-.

low the contents; and, when they were above mufquet-
{hot off, ! crdered fome of the mufquctoons, or wail-pieces, to
be fired, which made them leap out of the canoc, keep under
herofffide,and fivim with her athore. This tranfaction {fcemed
to make little or no impreflion on the people there. On the
contrary, they began o0 halloo, and to malkc {port of it.

After mooring the fh'p, by four-anchors, wich her broad- ’
fide to the "ﬁr’xﬂing-placc, hardly mufjuci-ihor off, and
placing our artillery in fuch a manncr as to c‘omm:{ud the
whole harbour, I embarked with the marines, anda parey of
fcamen, in threc boats, and rowced 1n tor tie dnore. It hath
been already mentioned, that the two divifons of the natives

were drawn up on cach fide the landing-plice. “I'hey had
lcft a fpace between them of abeut thirty or forty vards, in
which were laid, to the moft advantage, a few imail bunches
of plantains, a yam, and two or three roois. Beiween thefe

and
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and the water were fluck: upright in the fand, for what
purpofe I never could learn, four {fmall reeds, about two feet
from eachother, in a line at right angles to the fhore, where
they remained for two or three days after. The old man be-
fore mentioned, and two more, ftood by thefe thin gs,1inviting
us, by figns, to land; but I had not forgot the trap I was fo
near being caught in at the laft ifland; and this looked
fomething like it. We anfwered, by making figns for the
two divifions. to retire farther back,. and give us more room,
The old man feemed to defire them fo to do, but no more
regard was paid tohim than to us. More were continually
joining them, and, except two or three old men, not one un-
armed. In fthorty every thing confpired to make us be--
lieve they meant to. attack us as foon as we thould be.
on fhore; the confequence of which was eafily fuppofed;,
- many of them muft have been killed and wounded, and
we fhould hardly have efcaped unhurt; two things I equally
wifhed to prevent. Since, therefore, they would not give us.
the room we required, I thought it was better to frighten.
them into it; than to oblige them by the deadly effe& of our.
fire-arms. I accordingly ordered a mufquet to be fired over
the party on our right, which was by far the ftrongeft body ;.
but the alarm it gave them was momentary. In an inftant.
they recovered themfelves, and began to difplay. their wea-.
pons. One fellow thewed us his. backfide, in a manner
which plainly conveyed his meaning. After this I ordeged
three or four more mufquets to be fired.. This was the fignal
for the fhip to fire a few great guns, which prefently dif-
perfed them; and then we landed, and marked out the
limits, on the right and left, by a line. Ourold friend flood
his ground, though deferted by his two ccmpanions, and I
rewarded his confidence with a prefent. The natives came

gradually
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gradually to us, feemingly in 2 more fricndly manner; fome
cven without their weapons, but by far the greateft part
brought them; and when we made figns to lay them down,
they gave us to underftand that we muft lay down ouss firft.
Thus all parties ftood armed. The prefents I made to the
old people, and to fuch as feemed to be of confequence, had
litle effect on their condu@®. They indeed climbed the
cocoa-nut trees, and threw us down the nuts, without re-
quiring any thing for them ; but I took care that they
fhould always have fomewhat in return. I obferved that
many were afraid to touch what belonged to us; and they
feemed to have no notion of exchanging one thing for ano-
ther. I took the old man (whofe name we now found to
be Paowang) to the woods, and made him underftand, 1
wanted to cut down fome trees to take on board the thip;
cutting fome down at the fame time, which we put into one
of our boats, together with a few {fmall cafks of water, with
a view of letting the people fee what it was we chiefly
wanted. Paowang very readily gave his confent to cut
wood’; nor was there any one who made the leaft objection.

~ He only defired the cocoa-nut trees might not be cut down.

Matters being thus fettled, we embarked and returned on
board to dinner, and, immediately after, they all difperfed.
I never leafnt) that any one was hurt by our fhot, either on
this or the preceding day; which was a very happy circum-
ftance. In the afternoon having landed again, we loaded

. the launch with water, and having made three hauls with

the feine, caught upwards of three hundred pounds of mul-
let and other fith. It was fome time before any of the na-
tives appeared, and not above twenty or thirty at laft,amongft
whom was our trufty friend Paowang, who made us a pre-
fent of a fmall pig, which was the only one we got at this

ifle, or that was offered us.
3 : During
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During the night, the volcano, which was about four
miles to the Weft of us, vomited up vaft quantities of fire
and fmoke, as it had alfo done the night before; and the
flames were feen to rife above the hill which lay between us
and it. At every eruption, it made a long rumbling noife
like that of thunder, or the blowing up of large mines. A
heavy thower of rain, which fell at this time, feemed to in-
creafe it; and the wind blowing from the fame quarter, the
air was loaded with its athes, which fell fo thick that every
thing was covered with the duft. It was a kind of fine fand,
or ftone, ground or burnt to powder, and was exceedingly
troublefome to the eyes.

Early in the morning of the 7th, the natives began again
to affemble near the watering-place, armed as ufual, but
not in fuch numbers as at firft. After breakfaft, we landed,
in order to cut wood and fill water. I found many of the
iflanders much inclined to be friends with us, efpecially the
old people; on the other hand, moft of the younger were
daring and infolent, and obliged us to keep to our arms. I
ftaid till I faw no difturbance was like to happen, and then
returned to the thip, leaving the party under the command
of Lieutenants Clerke and Edgcumbe. When they came
on board to dinner, they informed me that the people con-
tinued to behave in the fame inconfiftent manner as in the
morning; but more efpecially one man, whom Mr. Edg-
cumbe was obliged to fire at, and believed he had ftruck
with a fwan-fhot. After that the others behaved with more
difcretion; and as foon as our people embarked they all re-
tired. While we were fitting at dinner an old man came on
board, looked into many parts of the fhip, and then went
athore again.
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In the afternoon, only a few of thofe who lived in the
neighbourhood, with whom we were now upon a tolerable
footing, made their appearance at the watering-place. Pao-
wang brought us an axe which had been left by our people,
either in the woods or on the beach, and found by fome of the
natives. A few other articles were afterwards returned to us,
whicheither they had ftolen, or we had loft by our negligence.
So careful were they now not to offend us in this refpect.

Early the next morning, I fent the launch, protected
by a party of marines in another boat, to take in bal-
laft, which we wanted. This work was done before
breakfaft; and after it, the was fent -for wood and water, and
with her the people employed in this fervice, under the pro-
teCtion of a ferjeant’s guard, which was now thought fufii-
cient, as the natives feemed to be pretty well reconciled to
us. Iwas told, that they afked our people to go home with
them, on condition they ftripped naked as they were. This
thews that they had no defign to rob them; whatever other
they might have.

On the gth, I fent the launch for more ballaff, and the
guard and wooders to the ufual place. With thefe I went
myf{elf, and found a good many of the natives collected to-
gether, whofe behaviour, though armed, was courteous and
obliging; fothat there was no longerany occafion to mark out
the limits by a line: they obferved them without this pre-
caution. As it was neceflary for Mr. Wales’s infiruments to
remain on fhore all the middle of the day, the guard did not
return to dinner, as they had done before, till relieved by
others. When I came off, I prevailed on a young man,
whofe name was Wha-i-gou, to accompany me. Before

dinner
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dinner I thewed him every “part of the fhip; but did not
obferve that any one thing fixed his attention a2 moment, or
caufed in him the leaft furprife. He had no knowledge of
goats, dogs, or cats, calling them all hogs (Booga ox Boogas).
I made him a prefent of a dog and a bitch, as he fhewed a
liking to that kind of animal. Soon after he came on board,
fome of his friends followed in 2 canoe, and enquired for
him, probably doubtful of his fafety. He looked out of
the quarter-gallery, and having fpoken to them, they went
athore, and quickly returned with a cock, a little fugar-
cane, and a few cocoa-nuts, asa prefent to me. Though he
fat down with us, he did but juft rtafte our falt pork, but eat
pretty heartily of yam, and drank a glafs of wine. Afrer
dinner I made him prefems, and then conducted him
athore.

As foon as we landed, the youth and fome of his friends
took me by the hand, with a view, as I underftoed, to con-
duct me to their habitations. We had not gone far, before

fome of them, for what reafon I know not, were unwilling I

thould proceed; in confequence of which the whole com-
pany ftopped; and, if I was not miftaken, a perfon was

difpatched for fomething or other to give me ; for I was de-

fired to firdown and wait, which T accordingly did. During
this interval, feveral of our gentlemen pafled us, at which
they thewed great uneafinefs, and importuned me fo much
to order them back, that I was at laft obliged to com-
ply. They were jealous of our going up the country, or
even along the fhore of the harbour. While I was wait-
ing here, our friend Paowang came with a prefent of fruit
and roots, carried by about twenty men; in order, asI fup-
pofed, to make it appear the greater. One had a {mall

I bunch
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bunch of plantains, another a yam, a third a cocoa-nut, &c.;
but two men might have carried the whole with eafe. This
prefent was in return for fomething I had given him in the
morning; however, I thought the leaft I could do now, was

to pay the porters.

After I had difpatched Paowang, I returned to Whi i-gou
and his friends, who were ftill for detaining me. They
feemed to wait with great impatience for fomething, and to
be unwilling and athamed to take away the two dogs, with-
out making me a return. As night was approaching, 1
prefled tq be gone; with which they complied, and fo we
parted. ¥

The preceding day, Mr. Forfter learnt from the people the
proper name of the ifland, which they call Tanna; and this
day I learnt from them the names of thofe in the neighbour-
hood. The one wetouched at laft is called Erromango; the
fmall ifle, which we difcovered the morning we landed here,

 Immer; the Table Ifland to the Eaft, difcovered at the fame

time, Erronan or Footoona; and an ifland which lies to the
S. E. Annattom. All thefe iflands are to be feen from Tanna.

They gave us to underftand, in 2 manner which I thought
admitted of no doubt, that they eat human fleth, and that
circumcifion was practifed amongft them. They began the
fubject of eating human fleth, of their own accord, by afking

. us if we did; otherwife I fhould never have thought of afking

them fuch a queftion. I have heard people argue, that no
nation could be cannibals, if they had other flefh to eat, or did

. not want food; thus deriving the cuftom from neceflity. The

people of this ifland can be under no fuch neceflity ; they
have fine pork and fowls, and plenty of roots and fruits.

4 But
/7\
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But fince we have not a¢tually feen them eat human flefh, it
will admit of doubt with fome, whether they are cannibals.

When I got on board, I learnt that, when the launch was
on the weft fide of the harbour taking in ballaft, one of the
men employed on this work, had fcalded his fingers in tak-
ing a ftone up out of fome water. This circumftance pro-
duced the difcovery of feveral hot fprings, at the foot of the
cliff, and rather below high-water mark.

This day Mr. Wales, and two or three of the officers, ad-
vanced a little, for the firft time, into the ifland. They met
with a fmall ftraggling village, the inhabitants of which
treated them with great civility ; and the next morning Mr-
Forfter and his party, and fome others, made another ex-
curfion inland. They met with feveral fine plantations of
plantains, fugar-canes, yams, &c.; and the natives were
courteous and civil. Indeed, by this time, the people, efpe-
cially thofe in our neighbourhood, were fo well reconciled
to us, that they thewed not the leaft diflike at our rambling
about in the fkirts of the woods, fhooting, &c. In the after-
noon, fome boys having got behind thickets, and having
thrown two or three ftones at our people who were cutting
wood, they were fired at by the petty officers prefent on
duty. Being afhore at the time, I was alarmed at hearing
the report of the mufquets, and feeing two or three boys
run out of the wood. When I knew the caufe; I was much
difpleafed at fo wanton an ufe being made of our fire-arms,
and took meafures ro prevent it for the future. Wind
foutherly, with heavy fhowers of rain.

During the night, and alfo. all the r1th, the volcano was
exceedingly troublefome, and made a terrible noife, throw-
ing up prodigious columns of fire and {moke at each ex-

plofion,.
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plofion, which happened every three or four minntes; and,
at one time, great ftones were fecen high in the air. Befides

‘ Thusdey 10, )0 neceffary work of wooding aad watering, we ftruck the

Friday 12.

main-top-maft to fix new treftle-trees and back-flays. Mr.
Forfter and hMy went up the hill on the weft fide
of the harbour, where he found three ‘places from whence
finoke of a fulphureous fmell iffued, through cracks or
fiffures in the earth. . The ground about thefe was exceed-
ingly hot, and parched or burnt, and they feemed to keep

- pace with the volcano; for, at every explofion of the lateer,

the quantity of fmoke or fieam in thefe was"greatly in-
creafed, and forced out fo as to rife in {mall columns, which
we faw from the fhip, and had taken for common fires made
by the natives. At the foot of this hill are the hot fprings
before mentioned.

In the afternoon, Mr. Forfter having begun his botanical
refearches on the other fide of the harbour, fell in with our
friend Paowang’s houfe, where he faw moft of the articles I
had given him, hanging on the adjoining trees and bufthes,
as if they were not worthy of being under his roof.

On the 12th, fome of the officers accompanied Mr. Forfter
to the hot places he had been at the preceding day. A ther-
mometer placed in a little hole made in one of them, rofe
from 8o, at which it flood in the open air, to 170. Several
other parts of the hill emitted fmoke or fteam all the day,
and the volcano was unufually furious, infomuch *that the
air was loaded with its athes. The rain which felf at this
time, was a compound of water, fand, and earth; fo that it
properly might be called thowers of mire. Whichever
way the wind was, we were plagued with the athes; unlefs
it blew very ftrong indced from the oppofite direction.

Not-
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‘Notwithftanding theé natives- feemed well enough fatisfied
- with the fewexpeditions we had made in the neighbourhood,
they were unwilling we thould extend them farther. As
-a proof of this, fome underiook to guide the gentlemen
-when they were in the country, to a place where they might
- fee the mouth of the volcano. They very readily embraced
the offer; and were conduced down to the harbour, before
they pencewcd the cheat.

The { 3tb,. wmd at N. E., gloomy weather. The oaly thing
~worthyof note this day, was, thatPaowang being atdinner with
-us ou board, I teok the opportunity tothew him feveral parts
of the thip, and various articles, in hopes of finding out fome-
.thing which they might value, and be induced to take from
-us in exchange for refrethments; for what we got of this
‘kind was trifling. But he looked on every thing that was
thewn him with the utmoft indifference; nor did he take
-notice of any one thing except 2 wooden fand-box, which he
feemed to admire, and turned two or three times over in his
hand:

Next morning, after breakfaft, a party of us fet out for the
country, o try if we could not get a nearer and bétter view of
the Volcano. We ,went by the way of one of thofe hot
fmoking places before mentioned, and dug a hole in the
hotteft part, into which a thermometer of Fahrenheit's con-
ftru¢tion was put; and the mercury prefently rofe to 100°.
It remained in the hole two minutes and a half without either
rifing or falling. - The earth abour this place was a kind of
white clay, had a ﬁilphureous {fmell, and was foft and wet,
the furface only excepted, over which was {pread a thin dry
cruft, that had upon it fame fulphur,and a vitriolic fubftance,

8 tafting

1774
A ‘xgu&.

L—w
Friday 12.

Saturday 13.







' 1774.
l Au7g?:ﬂ.

Sunday 14.

EERE M urtnome~. Wity

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

tafting like alum. The place affe@ed by the heat was not
above eight or ten yards fquare; and near it were fome fig-
trees, which fpread theirbranches overa part of it, and feemed
to like their fituation. We thought that this extraordinary
heat was caufed by the fteam of boiling water, ftrongly im-
pregnated with fulphur. I was told that fome of the other -
places were larger than this; though we did not go out of
the road to look at them, but proceeded up the hill through
a country fo covered with trees, thrubs, and plants, that the
bread-fruit and cocoa-nut trees, which feem to have been
planted here by Nature, were in a manner choked up.
Here and there, we met with an houfe, fome few people, and
plantations. Thefe latter we found in different ftates ; fome
of long ftanding; others lately cleared; and fome only
clearing, and before any thing had been planted. The clear-
ing-a piece of ground for a plantation, feemed to be a work
of much labour, confidering the tools they had to work
with, which, though much inferior to thofe at the Society
Ifles, are of the fame kind. Their method is, however, ju-
dicious, and as expeditious as it can well be. They lop off
the {mall branches of the large trees, dig under the roots, and
there burn the branches and fmall thrubs and plants which
they root up. The foil, in fome parts, is a rich black mould;
in other parts, it feemed to be compofed of decayed vege-
tables, and of the athes the volcano fends forth throughout
all its neighbourhood. Happening to turn out of the com-
mon path, we came into a plantation where we found 1
man at work, who, either out of good-nature, or to get us
the fooner out of his territories, undertook to be our guide.
We followed him accordingly; but had not gone far before we
came tothe junction of tworoads, in one of which fltood another
man with a {ling and a flone, which he thought properto lay

down




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

down when a mufquet was pointed at him. The arttitude inf
which we found him, the ferocity appearing in his looks,
and his behaviour after, convinced us that he meant to de-
fend the path he ftood in. He, in fome meafure, gained
his point; for our guide took the other road, and we follow-
ed; but not without fufpe&ing he was leading us out of the
common way. The other man went with us likewife, count-
ing us feveral times over, and hallooing, as wejudged, for
afliftance; for we were prefently joined by two or three
more, among whom was a young womarni*with a club in her
hand. By thefe.people weé were conducted to the brow of a
hill, and thewn a road, leading down to the harbour, which
they wanted us to take. Not choofing to comply, we re-
turned to that we had left, which we purfued alone, our
guide refufing to go with us. After afcending another ridge,
as thickly covered with wood as thofe we had come over, we
faw yet other hills between us and the volcano, which
feemed as far off as at our firft fetting out. This difcouraged
us from proceeding farther, efpecially as we could get no
one to be our guide. We, therefore, came to a refolution to
return ; and had but juft put this in execution when we met
between twenty and thirty people, whom the fellow before
mentioned had colleted together, with a defign, as we
judged, to oppofe our advancing into the country; but as
they faw us returning they fuffered us t pafs unmolefted.
Some of them put us into the right road, accompanied us
down the hill, made us flop by the way, to entertain us
with cocoa-nuts, plantains, and fugar-cane; and what we
did not eat on the {pot, they brought down the hill with us.
Thus we found thefe people hofpitable, civil, and good-na-
tured, when not prompted to a contrary conduct by jealoufy;
a condu@ I cannot tell how to blame them for, efpecially
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when I confider the light in which they muft view us. It
was impoflible for them to know our real defign; we enter
their ports without their daring to oppofe ; we endeavour.
to land in their country as friends, and it is well if this fuc-
ceeds; we land, neverthelefs, and maintain the footing we
have got, by the fuperiority of our fire-arms. Under {uch
circumftances, what opinion are they to form of us? Is it not
as reafonable for them to think that we come to invade their
country, as to pay them a friendly vifit? Time, and fome ac-
quaintance with us, can only convince them of the latter.
Thefe people are yet in a rude ftate; and, if we may judge
from circumftances and appearances, are frequently at war,
not only with their neighbours, but among themfelves ; con-
fequently muft be jealous of every new face. I will allow
there are fome exceptions to this rule to be found in this
fea ; burt there are few nations who would willingly fuffer
vifiters like us to advance far into their country.

Before "this excurfion fome of us had been of opinion,
that thefe people were addicted to an unnatural paflion, be-
caufe they had endeavoured to entice fome of our men into
the woods ; and, in particular, I was told, that one who had
the care of Mr. Forfter’s plant bag, had been, once or twice,
artempted. As the carrying of bundles, &c. is the office of the
women 1n this country, it had occurred to me, and I was not
fingular in this, that the natives might miftake him, and fome
others, for women, My conjeture was fully verified this
day. For this man, who was one of the party, and carried
the bag as ufual, following me down the hill, by the words
which I underftood of the converfation of the natives, and
by their actions, I was well affured that they confidered him
as a female; till, by fome mcans, they difcovered their

miftake,
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miftake, on which they cried out, Erramange! Erramange!
I’sa man! It's a man! The thing was fo palpable that every

one was obliged to acknowledge, that they had before mif- -

taken his fex; and that, afier they were undeceived, they
feemed not to have the leaft notion of what we had fufpected.
This circumftance will thew how liable we are to form
wrong conjectures of things, among people whofe language
we are ignorant of. Had it not been for this difcovery, I
make no doubt that thefe people would have been charged
with this vile cuftom.

In the evening I took a walk, with fome of the gentlemen,
into the country on the other fide of the harbour, where we
had very different treatment from what we had met with in
the morning. The people we now vifited, among whom
was our friend Paowang, being better acquainted with us,
thewed a readinefs to oblige us in every thing in their power.
We came to the village which had been vifited on the gth.
It confifted of about twenty houfes, the moft of which need
no other defcription than comparing them to the roof of a
thatched houfe in England, taken off the walls and placed on
the ground. Some were open at both ends; others partly
clofed with reeds; and all were covered with palm thatch. A
few of them were thirty or forty feet long, and fourteen or fix-
teenbroad. Befides thefe, they have other mean hovels, which,
I conceived, were only to fleep in. Some of thefe ftood in a
plantation, and I was given to underftand, that in one of
them lay a dead corpfe. They made figns that defcribed
ileep, or death; and circumfitances pointed out the latter.
Curious to fce all I could, I prevailed on an elderly man to
go with me to the hut, which was {cparated from the others
o Dy a reed fence, built quite round it at the diftance of four
Kz cr

1774.
Auguit,

)
Sunday 14,

IS
e ALpRUEERSSETREIE 0 oM | foimdeet o 0P TSSO en s e

e iT

—e




68 A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE, .-

;ng orfive feet. The entrance was by a fpace in the fence, made fo-
low as to admit one to ftep over. The two fides and ane end of
the hut were clofed, or built, up in the fame manner, and with
the fame materials, as the roof. The other end had been.open,
but was now well clofed up with mats, which Icould not pre-
vail on the man to remove, or fuffer me to do it. There
hung at this end of the hut a matted bag or bafket, in which
was a piece -of roafted yam, and fome fort of leaves, all quite
frefh. I had a ftrong defire to fee the infide of the hut, but
the man was peremptory in refufing this, and even thewed
an unwillingnefs to permit me to look into the bafket. He-
wore round his neck, faflened to.a ftring, two or three locks:
of human hair; and 2 woman prefent had feveral about
her neck. I offered fomething in exchange for them; but
they gave me to underftand they could not part with them,
as it was the hair of the perfon who lay in the hut. Thus
I was led to believe that thefe people difpofe of their dead in
a manner fimilar to that of Otaheite. The fame cuftom of
wearing the bair is ob{erved by the people of thatifland, and"
alfo by the New Zealanders. The former make Tamau of the -
hair of their deceafed friends, and the latter mak& ear-rings
-and pecklaces of their teeth..

| WS
Sunday 14.

Near mooft of their large houfes were fixed upright in the
ground, the ftems of four cocoa-nut trees, in a fquare pofi-
tion about three feet from each other. Some of our gentle-
men, who firft faw them, were inclined to believe they were
thus placed on a religious account ; but I wa$ now fatisfied
that it was for no other purpofe but to hang coeoa-nuts on
to dry. For when I afked, as well as I could, the ufe of
them, a man took me to one, loaded with cocoa-nuts from
the bottom to th)a top;.and no words could have informed
me better. Their firuation is well chofen for this ufe, as
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moft of their large houfes are built in an open airy place, or
where the wind has a free paflage, from whatever direction
it blows. Near moft, if not all of them, is a large tree, or
two, whofe fpreading branches afford an agreeable retreat
from the fcorching fun. This part of the ifland was well
cultivated, open and airy ; the plantations were laid out by
line, abounding with plantains, fugar-canes, yams, and
other roots, and ftocked with fruit trees. In our walk we
met with our old friend Paowang, who, with fome others;
accompanied us to the water fide, and brought with them,
as a prefent, a few yams and cocoa-nuts..

On the 15th, having finifhed-wooding and watering, a few
hands only were on fhore making brooms, the reft being
ernployed on board, fetting up the rigging, and putting the
thip in a condition for fea. Mr. Forfter, in his botanical
cxcurfion this day, fhot a pigeon, in the craw of which was
a wild nutmeg. He took fome pains to find the tree, but his
cndeavours were without fuccefs. In the evening a party of
us walked to the eaftern fea-thore, in order to take the bear-
ing of Annattom, and Erronan or Foottoona. The horizon
proved fo hazy that I could fee neither ; but one of the na-
tives gave me, as I afterwards found, the true direction of
them. We obferved that in all, or moft of their fugar plan-
tations, were dug hales or pits, four feet deep, and five

“sor fix in diameter; and on our inquiring their ufe, we

- were given to underftand, that they caught rats in them.
Thefe animals, which are very deftrutive to the canes, are

here in great plenty. The canes, I obferved, were planted.

as thick as poflible round the edge of thefe pits, fo that the
rats in coming at them are the more liable to tumble in.

Next.
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Next morning we found the tiller {prung in the rudder
head, and, by fome ftrange neglec, we-had not a fpare one
on board, which we were ignorant of till now it was want-
ing. Iknew but of one tree in the neighbourhood fit for
this purpofe, which I fent the carpenter on fhore to look at,
and an officer, with a party of men, to cut it down, provided
he could obtain leave of the natives ; if not, he was ordered
to acquaint me. He underflood that no one had any ob-
je&ion, and fet the people to work accordingly. But as
the tree was large, this required forne time; and, before it
was down, word was brought me that our friend Paowang
was not pleafed. Upon this I gave orders to defift, as we
found that, by fcarfing a piece to the inner end of the tiller,
and letting it farther into the rudder head, it would ftill per-
form its office. But, as it was neceflary to have a {pare one
on board, I went on fthore, fent for Paowang, made him a -
prefent of a dog and a piece of cloth, and then explained to
him that our great fteering paddle was broken, and thatI
wanted that tree to make a newone. It was eafy to {fee how
well pleafed every one prefent was, with the means I took to
obtain it. With one voice they gave their confent, Paowang
joining his alfo, which he perhaps could not have done
without the others; for I do not know that he had either
more property, or more authority than the reft. This point be-
ing obtained, I took our friend on board to dinner, and after it
was over, went with him afhore, to pay a vifit to an’old chief,
who was faid to be King of the ifland ; which was a doubt
with me. Paowang took little or no notice of him. I made
him a prefent, after which he immediately went away, as if
hc had got all he came for. His name was Geogy, and they
gave him the title of Areke. He was very old, bur had a
merry open countenance. IHe wore round his waift a broad

red
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red and white checquered belt, the materials and manu-
faéture of which feemed the fame as that of Otaheite cloth ;
but this was hardly a mark of diftin¢tion. He had with
him a fon, not lefs than forty-five or fifty years of age. A
great number of people were at this time at the landing-
place; moft of them from diftant parts. The behaviour of
many was friendly; while others were daring and infolent,
which I thought proper to put up with, as our ftay was
nearly at an end.

On the 17th, about ten o’clock, I went athore, and found
in the crowd old Geogy and his fon, who foon made me
underftand that they wanted to dine with me; and accord-
ingly I brought them, and two more, on board. They all
called them Areekees (or kings); but I doubt if any of them
had the leaft pretenfions to that title over the whole ifland.
It had been remarked, that one of thefe kings had not
authority enough to order one of the people up intoa cocoa-
nut tree, to bring him down fome nuts. Although he fpoke to
feveral, he was at laft obliged to go himfelf, and, by way of
revenge, as it was thoughrt,left not a nut on the tree, taking
what he wanted himfelf, and giving the reft to fome of our

people.

When 1 got them on board, I went with them all over
the thip, which they viewed with uncommon {urprife and
attention. We happened to have for their entertainment a
kind of pic or pudding made of plantains, and fome fort of
greens which we had got from one of the natives. On this,
and on yams, they made a hearty dinner; for, as to the falt
beef and perk, they would hardly tafte them. In the after-
noon, having made each of them a prefent of a hatchet, a
{pike-nail, and fome medals, I conducted them athore.

2 & Mr.
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Mr. Forfter and I then went .over to the other fide of the
harbour, and, having tried, with Fahrenheit’s thermometer,
the head of one of the hot {prings, we found that the mer-
cury rofe to 191°. At this time the tide was up within two
or three feet of the fpring, fo that we judged it might, in
fome degree, be cooled by it. We were miftaken, however;
for, on repeating thc expcriment #icxt morning, when the
tide was out, the mercury rofe no higher than 187°; but,
at another {pring, where the water bubbled\out of the
fand from under the rock at the S. W. corner of the har-
bour, the mercury, in the fame thermometer, rofe to 202°;,
which is but little colder than boiling water. The hot
places before mentioffed are from about three to four hun-
dred fectperpendicular above thefe{prings, and on theflope of
the fame ridge with the volcano; that is, there are no vallies
between them but fuch as are formed in the ridge itfelf;
nor is the volcano on the higheft part of the ridge, but on
the S. E. fide of it. This is, I have been told, contrary to the
general opinion of philofophers, who fay that volcanos muft
be on the fummits of the higheft hills. So far is this from
being the cafe on this ifland, that fome of its hills are more
than double the height of that on which the volcano is, and
clofe to it. To thefe remarks I muft add, that, in wet or
moift weather, the volcano was moft violent. There feems
to be room for fome philofophical reafoning on thefe phzno-
mena of nature; but not having any talent that way, I muit
content myvfelf with ftating fats as I found them, and leave
the caufes to men of more abilities.

The tiller was now finithed; but, as the wind wasunfavour-
able for failing, the guard was fent on thore on the 1gth, as be-
fore,and a partyof mentocut upand bringoflf theremainderof

thetree from which we had got the tiller, Havingnothingelfe
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to do, I went on thore with them, and finding a good number
of the natives colle¢ted about the landing-place as ufual, I di{-
tributed among them all the articles I had with me, and then
went on board formore. Inlefs thanan hour I returned, juft
as our people were getting fome large logs into the boat.
At the fame time four or five of the natives ftepped forward
to fee what we were about, and as we did not allow them to
come within certain limits, unlefs to pafs along the beach,
the centry ordered them back, which they readily complied
with. At this time, having my eyes fixed on them, I ob-
ferved the centry prefent his piece (as I thought at thele men)
and was juft going to reprove him for it, becaufe I had ob-
ferved that, whenever this was done, fome of the natives
would hold up their arms, to let us fec they were equally
ready. But I was aftonithed beyond meafure when the
" centry fired, for I faw not the leaft caufe. At this outrage
moft of the people fled: it was only a few I could prevail on
to remain. As they ran off, I obferved one man to fall; and
he was immediately lifted up by two others, who took him
into the water, wathed his wound, and then led him off.
Prefently after, fome came and defcribed to me the naturc
of his wound ; and, as I found he was not carried far, I fent
for the furgeon. As foon as he arrived, I went with him to
the man, whom we found expiring. The ball had ftruck
his left arm, which was much fhattered, and then entcred
his body by the fhort-ribs, one of which was broken. The
rafcal who fired, pretended that a man had laid an arrow
acrofs his bow, and was going to thoot at him, fo that he ap-
prehended himfelf in danger. But this was no more than
they had always done, and with no other view than to thew
they were armed as well as we; at leaft T have reafon
think f{o, as they never went farther. \What made this inci-
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Alugf{. dent the more unfortunate, was, it not appearing to be the
*—— man who bent the bow, that was fhot, but one who ftood
Fidy1s by him. This affair threw the natives into the utmoft con-
fternation ; and the few that were prevailed on to ftay, ran
to the plantations and brought cocoa-nuts, &c. which they
laid down at our feet. So foon were thefe daring people
humbled! When I went on board to dinner they all retired,
and only a few appeared in the afternoon, amongft whom
were Paowang and Wha-ia-gou. I had not feen this young
man fince the day he dined on board. Both he and Paowang
promifed to bring me fruit, &c. the next morning, but our

_early departure put it out of their power.
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CHAP VI

Departure from Tanna; with fome Account of its Inba-
bitants, their Manners and Arts.

D URING the night the wind had veered round t0S. E.
As this was favourable for getting out of the harbour,
at four o’clock in the morning of the 20th, we began to un-
moor, and at eight, having weighed our laft anchor, put to
fea. As foon as we were clear of the land, I brought to, wait-
ing for the launch which was left behind to take up a kedge
anchor and hawfer we had out, to caft by. About day-break
a noife was heard in the woods, nearly abreaft of us, on the
caft fide of the harbour, not unlike finging of pfalms. - I was
told that the like had been heard at the fame time every
morning, but it never came to my knowledge till nows when
it was-too late to learn the occafion of it. Some were of opi-
nion, that at the eaft point of the harbour (where we obferv-
ed, in coming in, fome houfes, boats, &c.) was fomething
facred to religion, becaufe fome of our people had attempted
tp go to this point, and were prevented by the natives. I
thought, and do ftill think, it was only owing toa defire they
fhewed, on every occafion, of fixing bounds to our excur-
fions. So far as we had once been, we might goagain; but not
farther, with their confent. But by encroaching a little every
time, our country expeditions were infenfibly extended with-
out giving the leaft umbrage. Befides,thefe morning cerema-
nies, whether religious or not, were not performed down at
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that point, but in a part where fome of our people had
been daily.

I canpot fay what might be the true caufe of thefe
people fhewing ‘fuch diflike to eur going up into their
country. It might be owing to a naturally jealous dif-
pofuion, or perhaps to: their being accuftomed- to hoftile
vifits from their neighbours, or quarrels among themfelves.
Circumftances feemed to fHew that fuch muft frequently:
happen; for we obferved them very expert in arms, and weH
accuftomed to them; feldom or never travelling without
them. It is poffible all thissmight be on our account; but.I
hardly think it. We never gave them the lealt moleftation,
nor did we touch any part of their property,, not:-even the
wood and water, without firft having obtained. their. confent,
The very cocoa-nuts, hanging over.the heads.of the work-
men, were as fafe as.thofe in themiddle of the ifland. It
happenedrather fortunately, that there were fo many cocoa<
nut trees, near the fkirts of the harbour, which feemed nco
to be private property; fo that we could generally prevail
on the natives to bring us fome of thefe nuss, when nothing
would induce them to bring any out of the country. .

We were not-wholly without refrefhments; for befides the
fifh, which our feine now.and then provided us with, we pro-
cured.daily fome fruits orroots from the natives, though bue-
little in propertion to-what we-could confume. The reafon
why we got no more might be our having mothing to give
them in exchange, which they thought valuable. They
had not the leaft knowledge of iron; confequently, nails
and iron teols, beads, &c. which had fo great a run at the
more eaftern-ifles, were of no confideration here; and cloth
can be of no ufe to people who go naked:.
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The produce of this ifland is bread-fruit, plantains, cocoa-
nuts, a fruit like a ne@®arine, yams, tarra, a fort of potatoe,
fugar-cane, wild figs, a fruit like an orange, which is not
eatable, and fome other fruit and nuts whofe names I have
not. Nor have I any doubt that the nutmeg before men-
tioned was the produce of this ifland. The bread-frui
cocoa-nuts, and plantains are neither fo plentiful nor fo good
as at Otaheite ; on the other hand, fugar-canes and yams
are not only in greater plenty, but of fuperior quality, and
much larger. We got one of the latter which weighed
fifty-fix pounds, every ounce of which was good. Hogs did
not {eem to be fcarce; but we faw not many fowls. Thefe are
the only domeftic animals they have. Land birds are not
more numerous than at Otaheite, and the other iflands; but
we met with fome fmall birds, with a very beautitul plum-
age, which- we had never feen before. There is as grear a
variety of trees and plants here, as at any ifland we touched
at, where our botaifts had‘time to examine. I believe thefc
people livechiefly on theproduce of the land, and that the
fea contributes but little to their fubfitence. Whether this
arifes from the coaft not abounding with fith, or from their
being bad fithermen, I know not ; both caufes perhaps concur.
I'never faw any fort of fithing-tackle amongft them, nor any
one out fithing, except on the fhoals, or along the fhores of
the harbour, where they would watch to firike with a dare
fuch fith-as came within their reach; and in this they were
expert. They feemed much to admire our catching fith
with the feine; and, I believe, were not well pleafed with it
at laft. 1-doubt not, they have other methods of catching fith
befides ftriking them.

We underﬁood:tha_t the lictie ifle of Junner was chiefly in-
habited by fithermen,and that the canoes we frequently faw
1 pafs,




78 A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

1774.  pafs, to and from that ifle and the eaft point of the harbour,

Auguit, . .
\——— were filhing canoes. Thefe canoes were of unequal fizessg
fome thirty feet long, two broad, and three deep; and they
are compofed of feveral pieces of wood clumfily fewed toger
ther with bandages. The joiats are covered on the putfide -
by a thin batten champhered off at the edges, over which
the bandages pafs. They are navigated either by paddles
or fails. The fail is latteen, extended to a yard and beom,
and hoifted to a fhort maft. Some of the large canoes have

two fails, and all of them outriggers.

At firft we thought the people of this ifland, as well as
thofe of Erromango, were a race between the natives of the
Friendly Iflands and thofe of Mallicollo;. but a little.ac~
quaintance with them convinced us thatthey had little or no
affinity to either, exceptit be in their hair, which is BUcE™ - - ~..
like what the people of the latter ifland h‘ave. The general
colours of it are black and brown, growing to a tolerable
length, and very crifp and curly. They feparate it into fmall
locks, which they woold or cue round with the rind of a flen-
der plant, down to about an inch of the ends ; and, as the
hair grows, the woolding is continued. -Each of thefe cues
or locks is fomewhat thicker than common whip-cord ; and
they look like a parcel of {fmall ftrings hanging down from
the crown of their heads. Their beards, which are ftrong
and bufhy, are generally fhort. The women do not wear
their hair {o, but cropped ; nor do the boys, till they approach
manhood. Some few men, women, and children, were feen,
who had hair like ours; but it was obvious that thefe were
of another nation; and, I think, we underftood they came
from Erronan. It is to this ifland they atcribe one of the two
languages which they {peak, and which is nearly, if not ex-

actly,
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actly, the fame as that fpoken at the Friendly Iflands. Itis
therefore more than probable that Erronan was peopled
from that nation, and that, by long intercourfe with Tanna
and the other neighbouring iflands, each hath learnt the
other’s language, which they ufe indifcriminately.

The other language which the people of Tanna fpeak,
and, as we underftood, thofe of Erromango and Annatom,
1s properly theirown. It is-different from any we had before
met with, and bears no affinity to that of Mallicollo; {o that, it
fhould feem, the people of thefe iflands are a diftin¢t nation
of themfelves. Mallicollo, Apee, &c. were names entirely
unknown to them; they even knew nothing of Sandwich
Ifland, which is much the nearer. I took no fmall pains to
know how far their geographical knowledge.extended ; and
did not find that it exceeded the limits of their horizon.

Thefe people are of the middle fize, rather flender than.
otherwife ; many are little, but few tall or ftout; the moft .
of them have good features, and agreeable countenances ;
are, like all the tropical race, active and nimble ; and feem
to excel in the ufe of arms, but not to be fond of labour..
They never would put a hand to affift in any work we were-
carrying on, which the pcople of the other iflands ufed to:
delight in. But what I judge moft from, is their making
the females do the molt laboricus work, as if they were
pack-horfes. I have feen.a woman carrying a large bundle:
on her back, or achild on her back and a bundle under her
arm, and a fellow {trutting before her with nothing but a club-
or {pear, or fome fuch thing. We have frequently obferved
little troops of women pafs, to and fro, along the beach,.
laden with fruit and roots, efcorted by a p:ll:t} or men under
. arms; though, now and then, we have fcena man carry a

burden.
¥
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;‘,727‘-:" hurden-at the fame time, but niot often. Ikno#nbt on’
“—— what account this was done, nor that an: armed"mbop wag '’
x)eceﬂ'ary At firft, we thought they were moving ot of ‘the -
neighbourhood with their effets; but we afterwards faw

them both carry out, and bring in, every day. . - - -2

Ircannot fay the women are beauties; but I think them
handfome enough for the men, and too handfome for the"
. ufe that is‘made of them.  Both fexes are of a very .dark -
colour, but not black; nor have they the leaft charaeriftic -
of the negro about them. They make themfelves. blacker
thaa they really are, by painting their fates with.a’ pignrent :
of the: colour of ‘black lead: They alfo. ufe another fort:
which-is. red, and a third fort brown, or a -celour between -
red and black. All thefe, but efpecially the firft, théy lay .
on, with a liberal hand, not only on the face, but on the
neck, fhoulders, and breaft. The men wear nothing but a
b{’elr,' and the wrapping leaf as at Mallicollo*. The women
have a kind of petticoat made of the filaments of the plar-
tain tree, flags, or fome fuch thing, which reaches below the
knee. Both fexes wear ornaments, fuch as bracelets, ear-f
rings, necklaces, and amulets. The bracelets are chiefly
worn by the men ; fome made of fea-fhells, and others of
thofe of the cocoa-nut. The men alfo wear amulets and
thofe of moft value being made of a greenith ftone, the ngen
flone of New Zealand is valued by them for this purpofe._
Necklaces are chiefly ufed by the women, and made moftly
of fthells. Ear-rings are common to both fexes, and thofe
valued moft are made of tortoife-thell. Some of our people;
having got fome at the Friendly Hlands, brought it to 2 good -
market here, where it was of more value than any thing we

* Seepage 34.
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had befides ; from which I conclude that thefe people catch
but few turtle, though [ faw one in the harbour, juft as we
were getting undecr fail. I obferved that, towards the latter
end of our ftay, they began to afk for hatchets, and large
nails; fo that it is likely they had found that iron is more fer-
viceable than ftone, bone, or thells, of which all their tools [
have feen are made. Their flone hatchets, at leaft all thote
I'faw, are not in the fhape of -adzes, as at the other iflands,

‘g . . (__ﬂ
but more like an ax, in this form 71 . In the

helve, which is pretty thick, is made a hole into which the
flone is fixed.

Thefe people, befides the cultivation of ground, have few
other arts worth mentioning. They know how to make a
coarfe kind of matting, and a coarfe cloth of the bark of atree,
which is ufed chiefly for belts. The workmanfthip of their

canoes, I have before obferved, is very rude ; and their arms, -

with which they take the moft pains in pointof neatnefs, come
far thort of fome others we had feen. Their weapons are
clubs, fpears or darts, bows and arrows, and ftones. The
clubs are of three or four kinds, and from three to five
fect long. They fecem to place moft dependence on the darts,

which are pointed with three bearded edges. In throwing

them they make ufe of a becket, that'is a piece of fiff
plaited cord about fix inches long, with an eye in one end
and a knot at the other. The eye is fixed on the fore-fin ger
of the right hand, and the other end is hitched round the
dart, wherg it is nearly on an equipoife. They hold the
dart betwcen the thumb and remaining fingers, which
ferve only to give it direction, the velocity being communi-
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from the dart the inftant its velocity becomes greater than
that of the hand, but it remains on the finger ready to be
ufed again. With darts they kill both birds and fith, and are
fure of hitting a mark, within the compafs of the crown of a
hat, at the diftance of eight or ten yards ; but, at double that
diftance, it is chance if they hit a mark the fize of a man’s
body, though they will throw the weapon fixty or feventy
yards. They always throw with all their might, let the
diftance be what it will. Darts, bows and arrows are to them
what mufquets are to us. The arrows are made of reeds
pointed with hard wood : fome are bearded and fome not
and thofe for fhooting birds have two, three, and fometimes
four points. The ftones they ufe are, in general, the branches
of coral rocks from eight to fourteen inches long, and from an
inch to an inch-and-half in diameter. Iknow not if they em-
ploy them as miflive weapons; almoft every one of them
carries a club, and befides that, either darts, or a bow and
arrows, but never both: thofe who had ftones kept them
generally in their belts.

I cannot conclude this account of their arms without add-
ing an entire paflage out of Mr. Wales’s journal. As this”~
gentleman was continually on fhore amongft them, he had
a better opportunity of feeing what they could perform,
than any of us. The paflage is as follows: “I muft con-
« fefs 1 have been often led to think the feats which Homer
“ reprefents his heroes as performing with their fpears, a
¢« little too much of the marvellous to be admitted into an
“ heroic poem; I mean when confined within the ftreight
« lays of Ariftotle. Nay, even fo great an advocate for him
““as Mr. Popec, acknowledges them to be furprifinz. But
“ {ince Ikave f{ecen what thefe people can do with their
- % wooden










AND ROUND THE WORLD.

« wooden fpears, and them badly pointed, and not of a
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“ very hard nature, I have not the leaft exception to any one ‘——

“ paflage in that grcat poet on this account. But, if I fee
“ fewer exceptions, I can find infinitely more beauties in
¢ him; as he has, I think, fcarce an altion, circumftance,
«“ or defcription of any kind whatever, relating to a {pear,
“ which T have not feen and recognifed among thefe people;
¢« as-their whirling motion, and whiftling noife, as they fly;
« their quivering motion, as they ftick in the ground when
“ they fall; their meditating their aim, when they are go-
“ing to throw; and their fhaking them in their hand as
“ they go along, &¢. &c.”

I know no more of their cookery, than that it confifts of
roafting and baking; for they have no veflel in which wa-
ter can be boiled. Nor do I know that they have any other
liquor but water and thé juice of the cocoa-nut.

We are utter ftrangers to their religion; and but little ac-
quainted with their government. They feem to have chiefs
among them ; at leaft fome were pointcd out to.us by that
title ; but, as I before obferved, they appeared to have very
little authority over the reft of the people. Old Geogy was
the only one the people were ever fecn to take the leaft notice
of ; but whether this was owing to high rank or old age, I
cannot fay. On feveral occafions I have fecen the old men
refpected and obeyed. Our friend Paowang was {fo; and yet
1 never heard him called chief, and have many reafons to
beliecve that he had not a right to any morc authority than
many of his ncighbours, and few, if any, were bound to
obey him, or any other perfon in our ncighbourhood; for
if there had been fuch a one, we certairly fhould, by fome
means, have known it. I named the harbour Port Refolu-
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tion, after the fhip, fhe being the firft which ever entcred
it. Itis fituated on the North fide of the moft eaftern point
of the ifland, and about E. N. E. from the volcano; in the
latitude of 19” 32’ 25”5 South, and in the longitude of 169°
44' 35" Eaft. Itis no more than a little creek running in S.
by W. +W. three quarters of a mile, and is about half that
in brcadth. A fhoal of fand and rocks, lying on the Faft
fide, makes it ftill narrower. The depth of water in the har-
bour is from f{ix to three fathoms, and the bottom is fand
and mud. No place can be more convenient for taking in
wood and water ; for both are clofe to the fhore. The water
ftunk a litde after it had been a few days on board, burtic
afterwards turned {weet; and, ¢ven when it was at the worft,
the tin machine would, in a few hours, recover a whole.
catk. This is an exccllent contrivance for {weetening water
at fea, and is well known in the navy.

Mr. Wales, from whom I had the latitude and longitude,.

‘¥ound the variation of the needle to be 7° 14’ 12" Eaft, and

the dip of its South end 45° 2%/. He akfo obferved the time

of high water, on the full and change days, to be aboux
s* 45™; and the tide to rife and fall three feet.

s o
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CHAP. VIL

The Survey of the Iflands continued, and a more particular
Defcription of them.

S foon as the boaes were hoifted in, we made fail, and
ftretched to the eaftward, with a frefh gale at S.E,, in

order to have a nearer view of Erronan, and to fee if there
was any land in its neighbourhood. We ftood on till mid-
night, when, having pafled the ifland, we tacked, and fpent
the remainder of the night making two boards. At {un-rife
on the 21ft, we ftood to S. W, in order to get to the South of

1774«
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Tanna, and nearer to Annatom, to obferve if any moreland

lay in that dire@®ion; fofan extraordinary clear morning had
produced no difcovery of any to the Eaft. At noon having
obferved in latitude 20° 33’ 30", the fituation of the lands
around us was as follows. Port Refolution bore N. 86° Weft,
diftant fix and a half leagues; the land of Tanna extended
from S. 88° Weft, to N. 64° Weft; Traitor’s Head N. 58° Wett,
diftant twenty leagues; the Ifland of Erronan N. 86° Eaft,
diftant five leagues; and Annatom from S. ; E. t0 8. T W,
diftant ten leagues. We continued to ftretch to the South
till two o'clock P. M., when, feeing no more land before us,
we bore up round the S. E. end of Tanna; and, with a fine
galeatE. S. E,, ran along the South coaft at one league from
thore. It feemed a bold one, without the guard of any
rocks ; and the country full as fertile as in the neighbour-
hood of the harbour, and making a fine appearance. At fix

i o’clock
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o’clock the high land of Erromango appeared over the Wefl
end of Tanna in the direftion of N. 16° Weft; at eight
o'clock we were paft the ifland, and ftcered N. N. W, for
Sandwich Ifland, in order to finifh the furvey * of it, and of

‘the ifles to the N. W. On the 22d, at four o’clock P. M., we

drew near the S. E. end, and ranging the South coaft, found .
it to trend in the direction of Weft and W.'N. W. for about
nine leagues. Near the middle of this length, and clofe to
the thore, are three or four fmall ifles, behind which feemed
to be a fafe anchorage. But not thinking I had any time to
fpare to vifit this fine ifland, I continued to range the coaft to
1ts weftern extremity, and then fteered N. N. W. for the S. E.
end of Mallicollo, which, at half paft fix o’clock next morn-
ing, bore N. 14° Eaft, diftant feven or eight leagues, and
Three-Hills Ifland S. 82° Eaft. Soon after, we faw the iflands
Apee, Paoom, and Ambrym. What we had comprehended
under the name of Paoom appeared now to be two ifles,
fomething like a feparation being feen between the hill

" and the land to the Weft of it. We approached the S. W. fide

of Mallicollo to within half a league, and ranged it at that
diftance. From the S. E. point, the diretion of the land is
Weft, a little foutherly, for fix or feven leagues, and then N,
W. by W. three leagues, to a pretty high point or head land,
fituated in latitude 16° 2¢’, and which obtained the name of
South-Weft Cape. The coaft, which is low, feemed to be in-
dented into creeks and projecting points ; or elfe, thefe points
were fmall ifles lying under the fhore. We were fure of one,
which lies between two and three leagues Eaft of the cape.
Clofe to the Weft fide or point of the cape, lies, conneéted with

® The word Survey is not here to be underftood in its literal feafe.  Surveying a place,
according to my idea, is taking a geometrical plan of it, in which every placeis to have its
truc fituation, which cannot be done in a work of this natere.

6 1t
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it by breakers, a round rock or iflot, which helps to thelter
a fine bay, formed by an elbow in the coaft, from the reign-
ing winds.

The natives appeared in troops on many parts of the thore,
and fome feemed defirous to come off to us in canoes; but
- they did not; and, probably, our not fhortening fail, was the
reafon. From the South-Weft Cape, thé diretion of the
coaft is N. by W.; but the moft advanced land bore from it
N. W. by N,, at which the land feemed to terminate. - Con-
tinuing to follow the direction of the coaft, at noon it was
two miles from us; and our latitude, by obfervation, was

16° 22/ 30" South. This is nearly the parallel to Port Sand-

wich, and our never-failing guide, the watch, fthewed that
we were 26' Weft of it; a diftance which the breadth of Mal.
licollo cannot exceed in this parallel. The South-Weft Cape
bore S. 26° Eaft, diftant feven miles; and the moft advanced
point of land, for which we fteered, bore N. W. by N. At three
o’clock, we werethelength of it,and found theland contiaued,
and trending more and more to the North. We coafted it toits
northern extremity, which we did not reach till after dark,
at which time we were near enough the fhore to hear the

voices of people, who were aflembled round a fire they had

made on the beach. There we founded, and found twenty
fathoms and a bottom of fand ; but, on edging off from the

thore, we {oon gOt out of founding, and then made a trip -

1774.
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back to the South till the moon got up. After this we ftood

again to the North, hauled round the point, and fpent the
night in Bougainville’s paflage; being aflured of our fitua-
tion before fun-fet, by feeing the land, on the North fide of
the paflage, cxtending as far as N. W, S W.

6 : - The
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The South coaft of Mallicollo, from the S. E, end to the S,
~W. Cape, is luxuriantly clothed with wood, and other pro-

Tuefday 2 . : .
vl 2 duétions of Nature, from the fea-fhore to the very fummits

Wednef, 24.

of the hills. To the N. W. of the Cape the country is lefs
woody, but more agreeably interfperfed with lawns, fome
of which appeared to be cultivated. The fummits of the
hills feemed barren; and the higheft lies between Port
Sandwich and the S. W. Cape. Farther North, the land
falls infenfibly lower, and is lefs covered with wood. 1 be-
lieve it is a very fertile ifland, and well inhabited ; for “we
faw {fmoke by day, and fire by night, in all parts of it.

Next morning at fun-rife, we found ourfelves nearly in
the middle of the Paflage, the N. W. end of Mallicollo ex-
tending from S. 30° Eaft, to S. §8° Welt; the land to the
North from N. 70° Weft to N. 4° Eaft ; and the Ifle of Lepers
bearing N. 3o° Eaft, diftant eleven or twelve leagues. We
now made fail, and fteered N. by E., and afterwards North, ‘
along the Eaft coaft of the northern land, with a fine breeze
at S. E. We found that this coaft, which at firft appeared to be
continued, was compoled of feveral low woody ifles, the
moft of them of fmall extent, except the fouthernmoft, which,
on account of the day, I named St. Bartholomew. It is fix
or feven leagues in circuit, and makes the N. E. point of
Bougainville’s Paflage. At noon the breeze began to flacken.
We were, at this time, between two and three miles from
the land, and obferved in latitude 15° 23, the Ifle of Lepers
bearing from E. by N. to E. by S,, diftant feven leagues; and
an high bluff-head, at which the coaft we were upon feemed
to terminate, N. N. W. - W,, diftant ten or eleven leagues ;
but from the maft head we could fee land to the Eaft. This
we judged to be an ifland, and it bore N. by W. ;1 W,

As




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

As we advanced to N. N. W, along a fine coaft covered
with woods, we perceived low land that extcnded off from
the bluff-head towards the ifland above mentioned, but did
not feem to join it. It was my intention to have gone
through the channel, but the approach of night made me
lay it afide, and fteer without the ifland. During the after-
noon we pafled fomc fmall ifles lying under the fhore; and
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obferved fome projeting points of unequal height, but

were not able to dctermine whether or no they were con-
nected with the main land.  Behind them was a ridge of hills
which terminated at the blufl-head. There were clifls, in
fome places of the coaft, and white patches, which we

judged to be chalk. Atten o’clock, being the length of the

ifle which lies off the head, we fhortened fail, and fpent
the night making thort boards.

At day-break on the 25th, we were on the North fide of Tiufay 2.

the ifland (which is of a moderate height, and three leagues
in circuit), and fieercd Weft for the bluff-head along the
low land under it. At fon-rife an elevated coaft came in
fight beyond the bluff-head, extending to the North as far
as N. W. by W. After doubling the head we found the land
to trend South, a litde eafterly, and to form a large deep
bay, bounded onthe Weft by the coaft juft mentioned.

Every thing confpired to make us believe this was the
Bay of St. Philip and St. Jago, difcovered by Quiros in
16c6. To determine this point, it was neceflary to pro-
cced farther up; for at this time we faw no end to i
The wind being at South, we were obliged to ply, and firft
ftretched over for the Weft thore, from which we were three
miles at noon, when our latitude was 14° 55 30" South,

Vor. 1L N longitude
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longitude 167° 3’ Eaft; the mouth of the bay extending from
N. 64° Weft to S. 86° Eaft, which laft dire®ion was the
bluff-head, diftant three leagues. In the afternoon the wind
veering to E. S. E., we could look upto the head of the bay;

‘but as the breeze was faint, a N. E. fwell hurted us over to

the Weft thore; fo thar, at half paft four o’clock P. M., we
were no more than two miles from it, and tacked in one

hundged and twenty fathoms water, a foft muddy bottom.

The bluff-head, or Eaft point of the bay, bore N. 53° Eaft.

We had no {ooner tacked than it. fell calm, and we were
left to the mercy of the fwell, which’ contmued to hurtle us
towards the fhore, where large troags of people were affem-
bled. Some ventured off in two canoes ; butall the figns of
friendfthip we could make, dxd not induce them to come
along-fide, or near enough o receive anyprefent from us. At
laft they took fudden fright at fomething, and returned
athore. They were naked, except having fome long grafs, like

. flags, faftened to a belt, and hanging down before and be-

hind, nearly as low as the knee. Their colour was very dark,

and their hair woolly ; or cut fhort, which made it {feem fo.

The canoes were fmall and had out-riggers. The calm con-
tinued till near eight o'clock, in which time we drove into
cighty-five fathoms water, and fo near the thore, that I ex-
pected we fhould be obliged to anchor. A breeze of wind
fprung up at E. S. E, and firft took us on the wrong fide;
but, contrary to all our expectations, and when we had
hardly room to veer, the thip came about, and having filled
on the ftarboard tack, we flood off N. E. Thus we were re-
lieved from the apprehenfions of being forced to anchor in a
great depth, on a lee thore, and in a dark and obfcure night,

z | We
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We continued to ply upwards, with variable light
breezes between E. 8. E. and South, till ten next morning,
when it fell calm. We were, at this time, about feven or
eight miles from the head of the bay, which is terminated
by a low beach ; and behind that, is an extenfive flat covered
with wood, and bounded on each fide by a ridge of moun-
tains. At noon we found the latitude to be 15° §' South,
and were detained here by the calm till one o’clock P. M.
when we got a breeze at N. by W., with which we fteercd
up to within two miles of the head of the bay; and then
Ifent Mr. Cooper and Mr. Gilbert to found and reconnoitre
the coaft, whilc we ftood to and fro with the fhip. This
gave time to three failing canoes, which had been following
us fome time, to come up. There were five or {ix men in
each; and they approached near enoughtoreceive fuch things
as were thrown to them faftened to a rope, but would not ad-
vance along-fide. They were the fame fort of people as thofe
we had feen the preceding evening; indeed we thought they
came from the fame place. They feemed to be ftouter and
better thaped men than thofe of Mallicollo ; and feveral cir-
cumftances concurred to make us think they were of ano-
ther nation. They named the numerals as far as five or fix,
in the language of Anamocka, and underftood us when
we afked the names of the adjacent lands in that language.
Some, indeed, had black thort frizzled hair like the natives of
Mallicollo; but others had it long, tied up on the crown of
the hecad, and ornamented with feathers like the New-
Zealanders. Their other ornaments were bracelets and
necklaces ; one man had fomething like a white thell on his
fore-head ; and fome were painted with a blackith pigment.
Idid not fee that they had any other weapon but darts
and gigs, intended only fee firiking of fith, Thcir canoes

‘ N 2 were
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- were much like thofe of Tanna, and navigated in the fame

manncr, or nearly {fo. They readily gave us the names of
fuch parts as we pointed to; but we could not obtain from
them the name of rheifland. At length, feeing our boats
coming, they paddled in for the fhore, notwithftanding all
we could fay or do todetain them.

When the boats returned, Mr. Cooper informed me, that
they had landed on the:bcach which is at the head of
the bay, near a finc river, or ftream of frefh water, fo large
and deep, that they judged boats might enter it at high
water. They found three fathoms depth clofe to the beach,
and fifty-five and fifty, two cables’ length off. Farther out
they did not found; and where we were with the thip, we
had no foundings with an hundred and feventy fathoms line.
Before the boats got on board, the wind had fhifted to S. S. E.
As we were in want of nothing, and had no time to fpare, I
took the advantage of this fhift of wind, and fteered down
the bay. During the fore-part of the night, the country
was illuminated with fires, from the fea-thore to the fum-
mits of the mountains; but this was only on the weft fide
of the’fhore. Icannot pretendto fay what was the occafion of
thefe fires, but have no idea of their being on ‘our account.
Probably, they were burning or clearing the ground for new
plantations. At day-break on the 27th; we found ourfelves
two-thirds down the bay; and, as we had but little wind, it
was nocon before we were the length of the N. W, point,
which at this time bore N. §2°> Wef, diftant five miles. La-
titude obferved 14° 39’ 30"

Some of our gentlemen were doubtful of this being the
bay of St. Philip and St. Jago, as there was no place which
they thought could mean the port of Vera Cruz. For my

part,
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part, I found general points to agree fo well with Qui-
ros’s defcription, that I had not the leaft doubt about it.
As to what he calls the port of Vera Cruz, I underftand that
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to be the anchorage at the head of the bay, which in fome

places may extend farther off than where our boats landed.
There is nothing in his account of the port which contra-
dicts this fuppofition*. It was but natural for his people to
give a name to the place, independent of {o large a bay,
where they lay fo long at anchor. A port is a vague term,
like many others in geography, and has been very often
applied to places far lefs theltered than this.

Our officers obferved that grafs and other plants grew on
the beach clofe to high -water mark; which is always a fure
fign of pacific anchorage, and an undeniable proof that there
never is a great furf on the fhore. They judged that the
tide rofe about four or five feet, and that boats and fuch
craft mighr, at high-water, enter the river, which feemed to
be pretty deep and broad within; fo that this, probably, is
one of thofe mentioned by Quiros; and, if we were not de-
ceived, we {aw the other.

The bay hath twenty leagues fea-coaft; fix on the eaft
fide, which lies in the direction of S. : Weft and N. =z Eaft;
_ two at the head ; and twelve on the weft fide, the direction
of which is S. by E. and N. by W.,, from the head down to
two-thirds of its length, and then N. W. by N. to the N. W.
point. The two points which form the entrance, lie in the
dire¢tion of S. 53° Eaft and N. 53° Weft, from each cther
diftant ten leagues. The bay is every where free from dan-
ger, and of an unfathomable (iepth, except near the fhores,
which are for the moft part low. . This, however, is only a

¢ See Quiros’s Voyage, in Dal-ymple’s Collelion, vol. i p. 135, 137.
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very narrow ftrip between the fea-fhore and the foot of the
hills ; for the bay, as well as the flat land at the head of it,
is bounded on each fide by a ridge of hills, one of which,
that to the Weft, is very high and double, extending the
whole length of the ifland. An uncommonly luxuriant ve-
getation was every where to be feen; the fides of the hills
were checquered with plantations; and every valley watered
by a ftream. Of all the productions of nature this country was
adorned with, the cocoa-nut trees were the moft confpicuous.
The columns of {fmoke we faw by day, and the fires by night,
all over the country, led us to believe that it is well inhabited
and very fertile. The eaft point of this bay, which I name
Cape Quiros, in memory of its firft difcoverer, is fituated in
latitude 14° §6’ South, longitude 167° 13’ Eaft. The N. W-
point, whichInamed Cape Cumberland, in honourof his Royal
Highnefs the Duke, lies in the latitude of 14° 38’ 45" South,
longitude 166° 49' + Eaft, and is the N. W. extremity of this
Archipelago ; for, after doubling it, we found the coaft 10
trend gradually round to the South and S. S. E.

On the 28th and 29th, we had light airs and calms, fo that
we advanced but little. In this time, we took every oppor-
tunity, when the horizon was clearer than ufual, to look
out for more land ; but none was feen. By Quiros’s track to
the North, after leaving the bay above mentioned, it feems
probable that there is none ncarer than Quecen Charlotte’s
Ifland, difcovered by Captain Carteret, which lies about
ninety leagues N. N. W. from Cape Cumberland, and I take
to be the fame with Quiros’s Santa Cruz.

On the 3oth, the calm was fucceeded by a freth breeze at
S.S. E. which enabled us to ply up the coaft. At noon we
obferved in 15° 20’5 afterwards we firciched in Eaft, to with-

n
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in a mile of the thore, and then tacked, in feventy five fa-
thoms, before a fandy flat, on which feveral of the natives
made their appearance. We obferved, on the fides of the
hills, feveral plantations that were laid out by line and
fenced round.

On the 31, at noon, the South or S. W. point of the ifland
bore N. 62° Eaft, diftant four leagues. This forms the N. W.
point of what I call Bougainville’s Paflage; the N. E. point,
at this time, bore N. 85° Eaft, and the N. W. end of Mallicollo
from S. 54° Eaft to S. 72° Eaft. Latitude obferved 15° 45’ S.
In the afternoon, in ftretching to the Eaft, we weathered the
S. W. point of the ifland, from which the coaft trends Eaft,
northerly. It is low, and feemed to form fome creeks or
coves; and, as we got farther into the paflage, we per-
ceived fome fmall low ifles lying along it, which feemed to
extend behind St. Bartholomew Ifland.

Having now finifthed the furvey of the whole Archipelago,
the feafon of the year made it neceflary for me to return to
the South, whileI had yet fome time left to explore any land
I might meet with between this and New Zealand; where I
intended to touch, that I might refreth my people, and recruit
our ftock of wood and water for another fouthern courfe.
With this view, at five P. M. we tacked, and hauled to the

fouthward with a freth gale at S. E. At this time the N. W.-

point of the paflage, or the 5. W. point of the ifland Tierra
del Efpiritu Santo, the only remains of Quiros’s continent,
bore N. 82° Weft, diftant three leagués.- I named it Cape
Lifburne, and irs fituation is in latitude 15° 40, longitude
165° 59" Eaft.

The foregoing account of thefe iflands, in the order
in which we explored them, not being particular enough
either as to fituation or defcription, it may not be im-

proper.
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proper now to give a more accurate vicw of them, which,
with the annexed chart, will convey to the reader a better
idca of the whole groupe.

The northcern iflands of this Archipclago were firft difco-
vercd by that great navigator Quiros in 1606 ; and, not with-
out reafon, were confidered as part of the fouthern continent,
which, at than\rimc, and until very lately, was fuppofed to
exift. They were next vifited by M. de Bougainville, in
1768; who, befides landim,; gn the Ifle of Lepers, did no
morc than difcover that ti.. land was not connected, but
compofed of iflands, which he called the Great Cyclades.
But as, befides afcertaining the extent and fituation of thefe

. : 4 .
. iflands, we addced to them feveral new ones which were not

known before, and cxplored the whole, I think we have

“obtained a right to name them; and fhall in future diftin-

gutth them by the name of the New Hcbrides. They are
fituated between the latitude of 14° 29" and 20° 4 South,
arfd between 166° 41" and 170° 21’ Eaft longitudé%d cx-
tend an hundred and twenty-five leagues in the direction of

N.N.W.*!W.andS.S. E. > E. |

The moft northern ifland is that called by M. de Bougainville
Peak of the Etoile. It is fituated, according to his accoung,
in latitude 14° 29, longitude 168> ¢'; and, N. by W, eight
leagues from Aurora.

The next ifland, which lies fartheft North, is that of
Ticrra del Efpiritu Santo.- It is the moft weftern and
largeft of all the Hcbrides, being twenty-two leagues
long¢ in the direGtion of N, N. W. * W. andS.S. E. : E,,
twclve in breadth, and ﬁxty in circuit. We have obtained
the true figure of this ifland, very accurately. The land
of it, efpecially the weft fide, is exceedingly -high and
mountainous; and, in many places, the hills rife directly

’ ~ from




AND ROUND THE WORLD. 07 |

from the fea. Except the cliffs and beaches, every other 1774 ‘;
part i1s covered with wood, or laid, out in plantations. Be- J.il;
fides the bay of St. Philip and $t. Jago, the ifles which lie Vet 3t "
along the fouth and caft coaff] cannot, in my opinion, fail of !
forming fome good bays or harbours. '

The next confiderable ifland is that of Mallicollo. To the ¥ i,
S E.itextends N. W. and S. E,, and is eighteen leagucs long ;
in that diretion. Its greateft breadth, which is at the S. E.
cnd, is eight leagues. The N. W. end is two-thirds this
breadth; and ncarer the middle, one-third. This contrac-
tion 1s occafioned by a wide and pretty deep bay on the S. W.
fide. To judge of this ifland from what we faw of it, it
mult be very fertile and well inhabited. The land on the
fea-coaft is rather low, and lies with a gentle flope from the
hills which are in the middle of the ifland. Two-thirds of
the N. E. coaft was only feen at a great diftance ; therefore
the delineations of it on the chart can have no pretenfions
to accuracy ; but the other parts, 1 apprechend, are without
any material errors.

o bt e Mty ST o 3 G

St. Bartholomew lies between the S. E. end of Tierra del
Efpiritu Santo, and the north end of Mallicollo; and the
diftance between it and the latter is eight miles. This is
the paffage through which M. de Bougainville went; and
the middle of it is in latitude 15> 48",

The Ifle of Lepers lies between Efpiritu Santo and Aurora
Ifland, eight leagues from the former, and three from the ]
latter, in latitude 15° 22/, and nearly under the fame meri- e
dian as the S. E. end of Mallicollo. It is of an egg-like
figure, very high, and eighteen or twenty leagues in circuit.

Its limits were determined by feveral bearings ; but thelines - -

Vor. I O of
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of the fhore were traced out by guefs, except the N. E, parr,

where there is anchorage half a mile from the land.

~ Aurora, Whitfuntide, Ambrym, Paoom, and its neighbour
Apee, Threehills, and Sandwich Iflands, lie all nearly under
the meridian of 167° 29’ or 3o’ Eaft, extending from the la-
titude of 14° 51’ 30", to 17° 53’ 30".

The ifland of Aurora lies N. by W. and S. by E., and is
eleven leagues long in that dire®ion; but, I believe, it
hardly any where exceeds twoor two and an half in breadth.
It hath a good height,its furface hilly, and every where
covered with wood, except where the natives have their
dwellings and plantations.

Whitfuntide Ifle, which is ore league and an half to the
South of Aurora, is of the fame length, and lies in the

. diretion of North and South, but is fomething broader than

Aurora lfland. It is confiderably high, and clothed with

wood, except fuch parts as fcemed to be cultivated, which
Were pretty numerous.

From the fouth end of Whitfuntide Ifland to the north fide
of Ambrym is two leagues and an half. This is abouyt
feventeen leagues in circuit; its thores are rather low, but
the land rifes with an unequal afcent to a tolerably Bigh
mountain in the middle of the ifland, from which afcended
great columns of fmoke ; but we were not able to determine
whether this was occafioned by a volcane or not. That it
is fertile and well inhabited, feems probable from the quan-
tities of fmoke which we faw rife out of the woods, in fuch
parts of the ifland as came within the compafs of our fight;
for 1t mufl be obferved, that we did not fce the whole of it,

We
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We faw ftill much lefs of Paoom and its neighbourhood.
" I can fay no more of this ifland than that it towers up to a
-great height in the form of a round hay-ftack; and the ex-
tent of it, and of the adjoining ifle (if there are two), cannet
exceed three or four leagues in any direCtion; for the dif-
tance between Ambrym and Apee is hardly five; and they
lie in this {fpace, and Eaft from Port Sandwich, diftant about
feven or eight leagues.

The ifland of Apee is not lefs than twenty leagues in cir-
cuit; its longeft direction is about eight leagues N. W. and
S. E.; itis of confiderable height; and hath a hilly furface
diverfified with woods and lawns, the Weft and South parts
efpecially; for the others we did not fee.

Shepherd’s Ifles are a group of fmall ones of unequal fize,
extending off from the S. E. point of Apee about five leagues,.
in the direction of S. E. ‘

The ifland Threehills lies South four leagues from the
coaft of Apee, and S. E. ; S., diftant feventecn leagues, from
Port Sandwich: to this, and what hath bcen already faid of
ity I fhall only add, that W. by N, five miles from the weft
point, is a reef of rocks on which the fea continually
breaks.

Nine leagues, in the direction of South, from Threehills,
lies Sandwich Ifland. Twohills, the Monument, and Mon-
tagu Iflands lie to the Eaft of this line, and Hinchinbrook to
the Weft, as alfo two or three {mall ifles which lie between
it and Sandwich Ilfland, to which they are connected by
brcakers.

Sandwich Ifland is twenty-five leagues in circuit; its
greateft exient is ten leagues; and it lies in the direction of
O 2 - NOWL
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N. W. by W. and S.E. by E. The N. W. coaft of this iffand

‘——— we only viewed at a diftance; therefore the chart in this

Wednel, 51.

part may be faulty fo far as it regards the line of the coaft,
but no farther. The diftance from the fouth end of Malli-
collo to the N. W.- end of Sandwich Ifland, is twénry-two
Icagues in the direétion of S.8. E." } E.

In the fame direction lie Erromango, Tanna, and Anna-
tom. The firft is 18 leagues from Sandwich Ifland, and is
twenty-four or twenty-five leagues in circuit. ‘The middle
of it lies in the latitude of 18° 54, longitude 169° 19’ E., and

it is of a good height, as may be gathered from the dlﬁance
we were off when we firft faw it.

Tanna lies {ix leagues from the fouth fide of Erromango,
cxtending S. E. by S. and N. W. by N,, about eight leagues
long in that direction, and every where about three or four-
lcagues broad.

-The ifle of Immer lies in the direction of N. by E. 1 E.,
four leagues from Port Refolution in Tanna; and the ifland
of Erronan or Footoona Eaft, in the fame direion, diftant
cleven leagues. This, which is the moft eaftern ifland of al}
the Hebrides, did not appear to be above five leagues in cir-
cuit, but is of a confiderable height and flat ar top. On the
N. E. fide is a little peak feemingly disjoined from the ifle;
but we thought it was connelted by low land.

Annatom, which is the fouthernmotft ifland, is fituated in
the latitude of 20° 3/, longitude 170° 4/, and S. 30° Eaft, eleven
or twelve leagues from Port Refolution. It is of a good
height, with an hilly furface; and more I muft not fay of it.

Here
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Here follows the lumar obfervations by Mr. Wales, for 1774
afcertaining the longitude . of thefe iflands, reduced by the fopl
watch to Port Sandwich in Mallicollo, and Port Refolution
in Tanna.

——
Wedaef, 13.

4

(Mean of 10 fetsof obferv. before 165° 56’ 337 3
- - 2Ditto, - - at 168 2 37 1(E. Long.

PorT - - 20Ditto, - after 167 52 57

SanDpwicH, 3

Mean of thofc means, - - 167 57 22 %

L
[ Mean of 20 fetsof obferv. before 169 37 35 ¥

- - s5Ditto, - - at 169 48 48

PorT /' _ . ,0Ditto, - after 169 47 22

RisoLUTION, f

Mean of thefe means - - 169 44 33

L

It is neceffary to obferve,.that each fct of obfervations con-
fiting of betrween fix and ten obferved diftances of the fun
and moen, or moon and ftars, the whole number amounts
to feveral hundreds; and thefe have been reduced by means
of the watch, to all the iflands; fo that the longitude of each
is as well afcertained as that of the two ports above men-
tioned. * As a proof of this 1 thall only obferve, that the lon-
gitude of the two ports, as pointed out by the watch and by
the obfervations, did nct differ two miles. This alfo thews
what degree of accuracy thefe obfervations are capable of,
when multiplied to a confiderable number, made with dif-
ferent inftruments, and with the fun and ftars, or both fides
of the moon. DBy this laft method, the errors which may
be either in the inftruments or lunar tables, deftroy one ano-
ther, and likewife thofe which may arife from the obferver

" himfelf; for fome men may obferve clofer than others. If
we confider the number of obfervations thatmay be obrained

in the courfe of a month (if the weather is favourable), we
1 ‘ thall
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fhall perhaps find this method of finding the longitude of
placesas accurate as moft others; at leaft it is the moft eafy,
and attended with the-leaft expence to the obferver. Every
thip that goes to foreign parts is, or may be, fupplied with a
fufficient number of quadrants at a {mall expence; I mean
good ones, proper for making thefe obfervations. For the
difference of the price between a _good and bad one, I appre-
hend, can never be an objett with an officer. The moft
expenfive article, and what is in fome meafure neceffary, in
order to arrive at the utmoft accuracy, is-a good watch;
but for common ufe, and where that firi® accuracy is
not required, this may be difpenfed with. I have ob-
ferved before, in this journal, that this method of finding
the longitude is not fo difficult but that any man, with pro-
per application, and a little practice, may foon learn to make
thefe obfervations as well as the aftronomers themfelves. 1

‘have feldom known any material difference between the ob-

fervations made by Mr. Wales, and thofc made by the
officers at the fame time *.

In obferving the variation of the magnetic needle, we
found, as ufual, our compafles differ among themfelves,
fometimes near 2°; the fame compafs too, would fometimes
make nearly this difference in the variation on different

.days, and cven between the morning and evening of the

fame day, when our change of fituation has been but very
little. By the mean of the obfervations which I made about
Erromango, and the S. E. part of thefe iflands, the variation
of the compafs was 10° 5 48" Ealt; and the mean of thofe
made about Tierra del Efpiritu Santo, gave io° §' 30” Eaft.
This is confiderably more than Mr. Wales found it to be at

* See Vel I p.4o,
Tanna.
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Tanna. I cannot fay what might occafion this difference in 1774
the variation obferved a: fea and on fhore, unlefs it be in- _ 5"
fluenced by the land; for I muft give the preference to that
found at fea, as it is agreeable to what we obferved before
we made the iflands, and after we left them.

‘———-N
Wednef. 31

CHAP. VIIL

i Account of the Difcovery of New Caledonia, and the
Incidents that happened while the Ship lay in Balade.

T fu’-n-rife on the 1ft of September, after having ftood ﬁmﬁcx
to S. W. all night,- no more land was to be feen. The

wind remaining in the S. E. quarter, we continued to ftand

0 S. W. On the 2d, at five o'clock P. M,, being in the lati- " * ]

titude 18° 22, longitude 165° 26, the variation was 10° 50’

Eaft; and at the fame hour on the 3d, it was 10° 51/, latityde Satorday 3.

at that time 19° 14, longitude 165° Eaft. The next roorn- Senday 4--

ing, in the latitude of 1¢° 49/, longitude 164° 53', the ampli- |

tude gave 10° 21’y and the azimuths 10° 7' Eaft. Ateight ;i
- oclock, as we were fteering to. the South, land was dif- ;

covered bearing S. S. W., and at noon it extended from S. S. .

E.to W. by S, diftant about fix leagues. We continued to

fteer for it with a light breeze at Eaf, till five in the evening, i

when we were flopped bya calm. At thistime we were three 7 ‘

leagues from the land, which extended from S. E. by S. to - "

W. by N,, round by the S. W. Some openings appeared in

the Weft, fo that we could not tell whether it was one con- ) ¥

nected land or a group of iflands. To the S. E. the coaft ;

feemed to terminate in a high promontory, which I named ‘
Cape
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Cape Colnett, after one of my midthipmen who firft dif-
covered this land. Breakers were feen about half-way be-
tween us and the fhore; and, behind them, two or three
canocs under fail, ftanding out to fea, as if their defign had
been to come off to us; but a little before fun-fet they firuck
their fails, and we faw them no more. After a few hours
calm, we got a breeze at S. E., and fpent the nightftanding
off and on.

On the sth at fun-rife, the horizon being clear, we could
fee the coaft extend to the S. E. of €ape Colnett, and round
by the S. W.to N. W. by W. Some gaps or openings were
yet to be feen to the Weft ; and a reef, or breakers, feemed to
lie all along the coaft, conneéted with thofe we difcovered
the preceding night. It was a matter of indifference to me
whether we plied up the coaft to the S. E., or bore down to
N. W. I chofe the latter; and after running two leagues
down the outfide of the reef (for fach it proved) we came
before an opening that had the appearance of a good chan-
nel, through which we might go in for the land. I wanted
to get at it, not only to vifit it, but alfo to have an opportu-
nity to obferve an eclipfe of the fun which was foon to hap-
pen. With this view we brought to, hoifted out two armed
boats, and fent them to found the channel; ten or twelve
large failing canoes being then ncar us. We had ob-
ferved them coming off from the fhore, all the morn-
ing, from different parts; and fome were lying on the
reef, fithing as we fuppofed. As{oon as they all got toge-
ther, they came down to us in a body, and were pretty near
when we were hoilting out our boats, which probably gave

 them fome alarm ; for, without flopping, they hauled in

for the reef, and our boats followed them. We now faw
that
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that what we had taken for openings in the coaft was low _ 1774
eptember.

land, and that it was- nneéted, except the weftern ex- «——,
tremity, which was an ifland known by the Monday 5.
labea, as we afterwards learnt.

The boats having made a fignal for a channel, and one
of them being placed on the point of the reef on the weather
fide of it, we ftood in with the fhip, and took up the other - -~
boat in our way, when the officer informed me, that where
we were to pafs, was fixteen and fourteen fathoms water,
a fine fandy bottom, and that, having put along-fide two
canoes, he found the people very obliging and civil. They
gave him fome fith ; and, in return, he prefented them with
medals, &c. In one was a ftout robuft young man, whom
they underftood to be a chief. After getting within the reef,
we hauled up S. : E,, for a fmall low fandy ifle that we ob-
ferved lying under the fhore, being followed by all the
canoes. Our founding, in ftanding in, was from fifteen to
twelve fathoms, (a pretty even fine fandy bottom) for about
two miles; then we had fix, five, and four fathoms. This
was on the tail of a fhoal which lies a little without the
{mall ifle to the N. E. Being over it, we found feven and
eight fathoms water, which fhallowed gradually, as we ap-
proached the fhore, to three fathoms, when we tacked, ftood
off a litzle, and then anchored in five fathoms, the bottom
a fine fand mixed with mud. The little fandy ifle bore E. by
S, three quarters of a mile diftant; and we were one mile
from the thore of the main, which extended from S. E. by
E., round by the South, to W. N. W. The ifland of Balabea
bore N. W. by N,, and the channel, through which we came,
North, four miles ditant. In this fituation we were cx-

Vor. IL P tremely
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tremely well theltered from the re reighing winds ,by the fatidy
ifle and its fhoals, and by the fhoal ithout them.

We had hard]y got to an anchor, before we were furround-
ed by a great number of the natives, in fixteen or elghtecn
cinces, the moft of whom were without any fort of ea-
pons. ‘At firft they were fhy of coming near the thip; but
in ‘a fhort time we ‘prevailed on the people in one boat to
get clofe @hough to receive fome prefents. Thefe we lowered
down to them by a rope, to which, in return, they tied two .
fifh‘that ftank intolerably, ‘as did thofe they gave us in the
morning. Thefe mutual exchanges bringing on a kind of
confidénce, two ventured on board the thip; and prefently
after, fhie was filled with them, and we had the company of
feveral at dinner in the cabbin. Our peafe-foup, falt beef,
and pork, they had no curiofity to tafle; but they eat of

fome yams, which we happened to have yet left, calling

thém Ockee. This name is -not ‘unfike Oofee, as they are
called at moft of the iflands, except Millicollo ; neverthelefs,
we found thefe people fpoke a language new to us. Like
all the nations we had lately feen, the mén were almoft
naked ; having hardly any other covering but fuch a wrap-
per as is ufed at Mallicollo*. They were curious in examin-
ing every part of the thip, which they viewed with uncom-
mon attention. They had not the leaft knowledge of goats,
hogs, dogs, or cats, and had not even 2 name for one of them.
They feemed fond of large fpike-nails, and pieces of red
cloth, or indeed of any other colour; but red was their fa-
vourite.

After dinner, I went on fhore with two armed boats, hav-
ing with us one of the natives who had attached himfelf

* Sce the Note at Page 34 of this-Volume,
to
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tome. We lq,nded on a fandy beach before a vaft number
of people, who had got together wnh no other intent than
to fee us; for many of them had not a fhck in their hands ;
confequently we were x;ecexvgd w;;h great courtefy, and with
the furprife natural for people to ex ;efs, at feemg men and
things fo new to them as we o mu be. I made prefents to
all thofe my friend pointed put, who were enher old men,
or fuch as feemed to be of fpme note; but he took not the
leaft notice of fome women who ﬁood behmd the crowds
holding my hand when I was going to glve t.hem fome beads
and medals. Here we found the fame chxef who had Been
{een in one of the canoes, in ;he mornmg Hxs name, we now
learnt, was. Teabooma ; and we had I}ot been on ihore above
ten minytes, before he- called for ﬁlence Bemg mﬁantly
abeyed by every individual prefent, he made a fthort fpeech

and foon after another chxef havmg called for ﬁlence, made
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fentences ; to each of which two or three old men anfwered,
by nodding their heads, and giving a kmd of grunt, ﬁgmﬁ-
cant, as I thought, of approbation. It was impofiible for us
to know the purport of thefe fpeeches; but we had reafon
to think they were favourable to us, on whofe account they
doubtlefs were made. Ikept my eyes fixed on the people
all the time, and faw nothing to induce me to think other-
wife. While we were with them, having inquired, by figns,
tor frefh water, fome pointed to the Eaft; -and others to the
Weft. My friend undertook to condué us to it, and em-
barked with us for that purpofe. We rowed about two
miles up the coaft to the Eaft, where the fhore was moftly
covered with mangrove-trees; and entering amongft them,
by a narrow creek or river, which brought us to a little

P2 . ftraggling
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ftraggling ;illage, above all the mangroves, there we landed,
and were thewn frefh water. The ground near this village

~.was finely.cultivated, being laid out in plantations of fugar-

canes; -plantains, yams, and other roots; and watered by
litdle rills, cbﬁdu&cd”-by art from the main ftream, whofe
fourcg- was in the hills.--Here were fome cocoa-nut trees,
which did not feem burdened with fruit. We heard the
crowing of cocks, but faw none. Some roots were bak-
ing on a fire, in an earthen jar, which would have held
fix or eight gallons; nor did we doubt its being their own

.manufa&ture. As we proceeded up the creck, Mr. Forfter

A‘ having thot a duck flying over our heads, which was the

Tuefday €.,

firft ufe thefe people faw made of our fire-arms, my friend
begged to have it; and when he landed, told his country-
men in what manner it was killed. Theday being far fpent,
and the tide not permitting us to ftay longer in the creek,
we took leave of the people, and got on board a little after
fun-fer. From this little excurfion, I found that we were to
expect nothing from thefe people but the privilege of vifiting
their country undifturbed. For it was eafy to fee they had
little elfe than good-nature to beftow. In this they exceeded
all the nations we had yet met with; and, although it did
not fatisfy the demands of nature, it at once pleafed and
left our minds at eafe.

Next morning we were vifited by fome hundreds of the
natives; fome coming in canoes, and others fwim'm‘ing off ;
fo that before ten o'clock, our decks, and all other partsof the

fhip, were quite full with them. My friend, who was of

the number, brought me a few roots, but all the others
came empty in refpect to catables. Some few had with
them their arms, fuch as clubs and darts, which they ex-

changed for ‘nails, pieces of cloth, &c. After breakfaft, I
| 4 fent




AND ROUND THE WORLD.

fent Lieutenant Pickerfgill with two armed boats to look for
treth water ; for what we found the day before was by no
means convenient for us to get on board. At the fame time,
Mr. Wales, accompanied by Lieutenant Clerke, went to the
httle ifle to make preparations for obferving the eclipfe of
the fun, which was to be in the afternoon. Mr. Pickerfgill
foon returning, informed me that he had found a ftream of
freth water, pretty convenient to come at. I therefore or-
dcred the launch to be hoifted out to complete our water,
and then went to the ifle to aflift in the obfervation.

About one P. M the eclipfe came on. Clouds interpofed,
and we loft the firft contaét, but were more fortunate in the
end, which was obferved as foHows:

By Mr. Wales with Dollond’s 37 foot achromatic

-

h ’ ’”
refractor, at - - - . - - 3" 28 49"% ‘.g
By Mr. Clerke with Bird’s 2 foot refle@or,at - 3 28 s52% >§
And by me with an 18 inch refle@tor made by ! é
" Wakins - - - - - - 3 28 533 Jl o

titude of the ifle or place of obfervation 20° 17’ 39" South.
Longitude per diftance of the fun and moon, and moon and.
ftars, 48 fets, 164° 41’ 21" Eaft
Ditto per watch 163 58 o

Mr. Wales meafured the quantity eclipfed by a Hadley’s
quadrant, a method never before thought of. Iam of opi-
nion it anfwers the purpofe of a micrometer to a great-de-
gree of certainty, and is a great addition to the ufe of this
moft valuabie inftrument. After all was over, we returned
on board, where I found Teaboomu the chief, who foon
after flipped out of the thip without my knowledge, and by
that means loft the prefent I had made up for him.

In
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In thé evening, I went athore to the watering-plase, which

\——— was at the head of a little creck, at a fine fipeam that came

Tuciday 6.

Wednef, 5.

from the hills, It was neceflary to have a fmall hoat in the
creek to convey the cafks from and to the beach over which
they were rglled, and then put into the lauach; ag only a
fmall boat could enter the creek, and that only at high-
water. Ezxcellent wood for fuel was here far more conve-
pient tham water, but this was an article we did not want.
Abous feven o'clock this evening, died Simon Monk, our
butcher, 2 man miych efleerped in the fBip; his dgath being
occafioned by a fal down the fore-hatch-way the preceding

night. = |

- Early in the morning of the 7th, thé 'watering-party, and a
guard, under the command of an officer, were fent afhore ;
and foan after a party of us wert o take a view of the

country. As foon as we landed, we made known our defign

to the fativés, and two of thém undertaking to be our
guides, ¢onducted us up the hills by a tolerably good path.
In our route we met feveral people, moft of whom turned
back ‘with us; fo that at laft our train was nuni_ggous,
Some we met who wanted 'us to return; but we paid no re-
gard to their figns, nor did they feem uneafy when' we pro-
cecded. At length we reached the fummit of one of the
hills, from which we {aw the {ea in two plages, -between
fome adwanced hills, on the oppofite, or S. W. fide.of the land.
This-was an-yfeful difcovery, as it enabled us tojudge of the
breadsh: of the -land, which, in this part, did not exceed
ten leagues. «
Between thofe advanced hills, and the ridge we were up~
on, ‘was a large valley, through which ran a-ferpentine
river;  On the banks of this -were feveral plantationss .and
3 ) fome
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

fome villages, whofe inhabitants we had met on the road,
and found more on the top of the hill gazing at the fhip, as
might be fuppofed. The plain, or flat land, which lies along
the thore we were upon, appeared from the hills to great
advantage; the winding ftreams which ran through it, the
plantations, the little fitraggling villages, the variety in the
woods, and the fhoals on the coaft, {fo varicgating the fcene,
that the whole might afford a picture for romance. Indeed,
if it were not for thofe fertile fpots on the plains, and fome
tcw on the {ides of the moun:ains, the whole country might
be called a dreary wafle. The mountains, and other high
places, are, for the moft part, incapable of cultivation, con-
fiting chiefly of rocks, many of which are full of mun-
dicks. The htule foil that is upon them is f{corched and
burnt up with the fun; it is, neverthelefs, coated with
coarfe grafs and other plants, and Kerc and there trees and
thrubs. The country, in general, bore great refemblance to
fomc parts of New Holland under the fame parallel of lati-
tude, feveral of its natural productions feeming to be the fame,
and the woods being without underwood, as in that country.
The recfs on the coaft,and feveral other fimilarities, were ob-
vious to every one who had feen bota countries. e ob-
fcrved all the N. E. coaft to be covered with fhoals and
breakers, extending to the northward, beyond the ifle of
Balabea, till they were loft in the horizon. Haviig made
thefe obfervations, and our guides not chufing to go far-
ther, we defcended the mountains by a road different from
that by which we afcended. This brought us down
through fome of their plantations in the plains, which I
obferved were laid out with great judgment, and cultivated
with much labour. Some of them were lying in fallow;
fome feemingly lately laid down; and others of longer date,

pieces
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pieces of which they were again beginning to dig up. The

«—~ firft thing I obferved they did, was to fet fire to the grafs, &c.

Wednef. 7.

which had over-run the furface. Recruiting the land by
letting it lie fome years untouched, is obferved by all the
nations in this fea; but they feem to have no notion of ma-
nuring it, at leaft I have no where feen it done.” Our ex-
curfion was finithed by noon, when we returned on board to
dinner; and one of our guides having left us, we brought
the other with us, whofe fidelity was rewarded at a fmall
expence.

In the afternoon, I made a little excurfion along fhore, to
the weftward, in company with Mr. Wales. Befides making
obfervations on fuch things as we met, we got the names
of feveral places, which I then thought were iflands; but,
upon farther inquiry, I found they were diftricts upon this
fame land. This afternoon a fith being ftruck by one of the
natives ncar the watering-place, my clerk purchafed it, and
fent it to me after my return on board. It was of a new
fpecies, fomething like a fun-fith, with a large, long, ugly
head. Having no fufpicion of its being of a poifonous na-
ture, we ordered it to be drefled for fupper; but, very
luckily, the operation of drawing and defcribing took up fo
much time, that it was too late, {o that only the liver and
row were drefled, of which the tv@ Mr. Forfters and myfelf
did but tafte. About three o’clock in the morning, we
found ourfelves feized with an extraordinary weakne's and
numbnefs all over our limbs. I had almoft loft the fenfe of
feeling ; nor could I diftinguith between light and heavy
bodies, of fuch as I had firength to move; a quart pot, full
of water, and a feather, being the fame in my hand. We
each of ustook an emetic, and after that a fweat, which gave

us
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us much relief. In the morning, onec of the pigs, which
had eaten the entrails, was found dead. When the na-
tives came on board and faw the fith hang up, they immedi-
ately gave us to underftand it was not whole{fome food, and
exprefled the utmoft abhorrence of it; though no one was
obferved to do this when the fith was to be fold, or even after
it was purchafed.

On the 8th, the guard and a party of men were on fhore
as ufual. In the afternoon I received a meflage from the
officer, acquainting me that Teabooma the chief was come
with a prefent confifting of a few yams and fugar-canes. In
return, I fent him, amongft other articles, a dog and a bitch,
both young, but nearly full grown. The dog was red and
white, but the bitch was all red, or the colour of an Englith
fox. I mention this, becaufe-they may prove the Adam and
Eve of their fpecies in that®ountry. When the officer re-
turned on board in the evening, he informed me that the
chief came, attended by about twenty men, {o that it looked
like a vifit of ceremony. It was fome time before he would
believe the dog and bitch were intended for him; but as
foon as he was convinced, he feemed loft in an excefs of joy,
and fent them away immediately.

Next morning early, I difpatched Lieutenant Pickerfgilland
Mr. Gilbert with the launch and cutter to explore the coaft to
the Weft; judging this would be better effeéted in the boats
than in the thip, as the reefs would force the latter feveral
leagues from land. After breakfaft, a party of men was fent

“athore to make brooms ; but myfelf and the two Mr. Forfters
were confined on board, though much better, a good fweat
having had an happy effet. In the afternoon, a man was
feen, both athore and along-fide the thip, faid to be as white
as any European. From the account I had of him {for I did

Vou.IL Q_ not
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not fee him) his whitenefs did not proceed from hereditary
defcent, but from chance or fome difeafe; and fuch have
been feen at Otaheite and the Society Ifles *. A frefh eaflerly
wind, and the fhip lying a mile from the fhore, did not:
hinder thefe good-narured people from fwimming off to us.
in fhoals of twenty or thirty, and returning the-fame way.

On the 1oth, a party was on fhore as ufual; and Mr..
Forfter {fo well recovered as to go out botanizing,

In the evening of the 11th, the boats returned, when I was:
informed of the following circumftances. From an eleva-

"tion, which they reached the morning they fet out, they had.

a view of the coaft. Mr. Gilbert was of opinion, that they
faw the termination of it to the Weft, but Mr. Pickerfgill
thought not; though both agreed that there was no paffage
tor the thip that way. From this place, accompanied by two.
of the natives, they went to Balabea, which they did not
reach till after fun-fer, and left again next morning before-
fun-rife; confequently this was a fruitlefs expedition, and
the two following days were {pent in getting up to the:
thip. As they went down to the ifle, they faw abundance of’
turtle, but the violence of the wind and fea made it impof-
fible to ftrike any. The cutter was ncar being lofl, by fud-
denly filling with water, which obliged them to throw-
feveral things overboard, before they could free her and ftop.
theleak fhe had fprung. From a fithing cano€, which they -
met coming in from the reefs, they got as much fith as they
could eat; and they were received by Teabi, the chief of the
Hle of Balabea, and the people, who came in numbers ro.
fee them, with great courtefy. In order not to be too much

® Wafer met with Indians in the ifthmus of Darien of the colour of 3 white horfe.  See his
Defeription of the Kibmus, p. 134. See alfo Mr. de Paw’s Philolophical Inquiries conceiming the

Americans, where foveral other inftances of this remarkable whitenels are mentioned, and the
caufes of it attempted to be explained.. : ‘

crowded
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] crowded, our people drew a line on the ground, and gave 177. !
L S piemicer, i
the others to underftand they were not to come withinit. ’
This reftriction they obferved ; and one of them, foon after, >* " '*" ‘
turncd it to his own advantage. For happening to have :
a few cocoa-nuts, which one of our people wanrced to buy, &

and he was unwilling to part with, he walked off, and was
followed by the man who wanted them. On feeing this he
fat down on the fand, made a circle round him, as he had L
fecn our people do, and fignified that the other was not to . ‘
come within it; which was accordingly obferved. As this

flory was well attelted, I thought it not unworthy of a place !
an this journal.

Early in the morning of the 12th, I ordered the carpenter Mon.av iz | )
'to work, to repair the cutter, and the water to be replaced, i
which we had expended the three preceding days. As w“«
Teabooma the chief had not been feen fince he got the i
dogs, and I wanted to lay a foundation for flocking the B
country with hogsalfo, T took a young boar and fow with il
me in the boat, and went up the mangrove creck to look |
for my friend, in order to give them to him. But when we
arrived there, we were told that he lived at fome diftance,
and that they would fend for him. Whether they did or no
' I cannot fay; but he not coming, I refolved to give them to

the firft man of note I met with. The guide we had to the
hills happening to be there, I made him underftand, that I
intended to leave the two pigs on fhore, and ordered them
out of the boat for that,purpofe. Ioffered them to a grave
old man, thinking he was a proper perfon to intruft them L
with; but he thook his head, and he, and all prefent, made IR |
figns to take them into the boat again. When they faw I
did not comply, they feemed to confult with one another
what was (0 be done; and then our guide told me to carry
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them to the Alekee (chief). Accordingly I ordered thens
to be taken up, and we were conducted by him to a
houfe wherein were feated, in a circle, eight or ten, middle-
aged perfons. To them I and my pigs being introduced,
with great courtefy they defired me to fit down; and thenl
began to expatiate on the merits of the two pigs, explaining to
them how many young ones the female would have atone
time,and how foon thefe would multiply to fome hundreds.
My only motive was to enhance their vahze, that they might
take the more care of them; and I had reafon to think I,
in fome meafure, fucceeded. In the mean time, two men
having left the company, foon returned with fix yams, whick
were prefented to me; and then I took leave and went on
board. B

I have already obferved, that here was a little village; I
now found it much larger than I expeéted; and, about it, 2
good deal of cultivated land, regulai'ly laid out, planted and
planting, with taro or eddy root, yams, fugar-canes, and
plantains. The taro plantations were prettily watered by
little rills, continually fupplied from the main channel at
the foot of the mountains, from whence thefe ftreams
were conducted in artful meanders. They have two me-
thods of planting thefe roots, fome are in fquare or oblong
patches, which lie perfeétly horizontal, and fink below
the common level of the adjacent land ; fo that they can let
in on them as much water as they think neceflary. I have
generally feen them covered two or three inches deep ; but
I do not know that this is always neceflary. Others are
planted in ridges about three or four feet broad, and two,
or two and an half high. On the middle or top of the ridge,
is a narrow gutter, in and along which is conveyed, as above

8 defcribed,
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defcribed, a little rill that waters the roots, planted in the
ridge, on each fide of it ; and thefe plantations are fo judi-
cioufly laid out, that the fame ftream waters feveral ridges.
Thefe ridges are fometimes the divifions to the horizontal
plantations ; and when this method i3 ufed, which is for
the moft part obferved where a pathway or fomething of that
fort is requifite, not an inch of ground is loft. Perhaps there
may be fome difference in the roots, which may make thefe
two methods of raifing them neceflary. Some are better
tafted than others, and they are not all of a colour; but be
this as it may, they are a very wholefome food, and the tops
make good greens, and are eaten as fuch by the natives.
On thefe plantations men, women, and children were em-~
ployed.

In the afternoon, I went on fhore, and, on a large tree,
which ftood clofe to the fhore, near the watering place, had
an infcription cut, fetting forth the thip’s name, date, &c. as
a teftimony of our being the firft difcoverers of this country,
as [ had done at all others, at which we had touched, where
this ceremony was neceflary. This being done, we took leave
of our friends, and returned on board; when I ordered all
the boats to be hoifted in, in order to be ready to, put to fea
in the morning.-
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CHAP IX

A .Deﬁrz'ptibzz of the Country and its Inhabitants ; their
Manners, Cufloms, and Aris.

SHALL conclude our tranfattions at this place, with
fome account of the country and its inhabitants. They
are a ftrong, robuft, active, well-made people, courteous and
friendly, and not in the leat addi¢ted to pilfering, which is
more than can be faid of any other nation in this fea. They
are nearly of the fame colour as the natives of Tanna, but
have bertter features, more agreeable countenances, and are
a much flouter race ; a few being feen who meafured fix
feet four inches. 1 obferved fome who had thick lips, flat
nofe$, and full cheeks, and, in fome degree, the features
and look of a negro. Two things contributed to the
forming of fuch an idea; firft, their ruff mop heads; and
fecondly, their befmearing their faces with black pigmen;.
Their hair and beards are, in general, black. The former
is very much frizzled ; fo that, at firft fight, it appears like
that of a negro. It is, neverthelefs, very different; though
both coarfer and ftronger than ours.—Some, who wear it
long, tie it up on the crown of the head; others fuffer only
a large lock to grow on each fide, which they tye up in clubs,
many others, as well as all the women, wear it tropped fhort
Thefe rough heads, moft probably, want frequent fcratchin g
for which purpofe they have a mocft excellent inﬁrumentf
This is a kind of comb made of fticks of hard wood, from
feven to nine or ten inches long, and about the thicknefs of
knit-
3
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koitting needles. A number of ‘thefe, feldom excéeding
swenty; but generally fewer, are faftened together ar one
end, parillel to, and neat 1-1oth of an inch fromy eath:ather.
The other ends, which are a little pointed, will fpread otit or
open like the fticks of a fan, by which means they can’beéat
up the quarters of an hundred lice ata time. Thefe combs
é1 feratchers, for [ believe they ferve both purpofes, they al-
Ways ‘Wear in their bair, on one fide their head. The people
of Tannahave 2an inftrument of this kind, for the fzmc ufe ;
but’ thexrs is forked, I think, never excceding three or four
prongs; and fomerimes only a fmall pointed ftick. Their

cio
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beards, which are of -the fame crifp nature as their hair; are,

for the moft part, worn fhort. Swelled and ulcerated legs
and feet are common among the men; as alfo a fwelling of
#hé feroturt. ‘T know not whether this is occafioned by difZ
eafe, Or by the mode of applying the wrapper, before-men-
tionred; and which they ufe as at Tanna and Mallicollo. This
1s their only covering, and is made generally of the bark of a
sree, but fometimes of leaves. The fmall pieces of cloth,
paper, &c. which they got from us, were commenly applied
to this ufe. We faw coarfe garments amongft them, made
of a fort of matting, but they feemed never to wear thcm
except when out in their canoes and unemployed. Some.
‘had a kind of concave, cylindrical, fiff black cap, which
-appeared to be a great ornament among them, and, we
Ahought, was :only worn by men of note, or warriors. A
‘1zrge theet of Rrong paper, when they got one-from us, was.
-generally applied to this ufe. . /

e

—~ ¥

The women’s drefs is a&ort petticoat, made of the
“fillamems of the plantain tree, laid over a cord, to which
‘they are faftened, and tied round the waift. The petticoat

s
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s made at leaft fix or eight inches thick, but not:one ‘inch’

longer than neceflary for the ufe defigned.. The:- outer
filaments are dyed black; and, as an additional Srnament,
the moft of them have a few pearl oyfter-thells fixed on the
right fide. The general ornaments of both fexes, are ear-
rings of tortoife-fhell, necklaces or amulets, made both of
fhells and flones, and bracelets, made of large fhells, which
they wear above the elbow. They.have pun&tures, or marks
on the fkin, on feveral parts of the body; but nope, I think,
are black, as at the eaftern iflands. I know not if they have
any other defign than ornament; and the people of Tanna
are marked much in the fame manner.

Were I to judge of the origin of this nation, I theuld take
them to be a race between the people of Tanna and of the

‘Fricndly Iles; or between thofe of Tanna and the New

Zealanders ; or all three; their language, in fome refpeés,
beiig a mixture of them all. In their difpofition they are
like the natives of the Friendly Hles; but in affability and

honefty they excel them.

. Notwithftanding their pacific inclination, they muft fome-
times have wars, as they are well provided with offenfive
weapons ; fuch as clubs, fpears, darts, and flings for throw-
ing flones.  The clubs are about two feet and an half long,
and varioufly formed; fome like a fcythe, others like a
pick-axe; fome have a head like an Hawk, and others have
round heads; but all are neatly made. Many of their darts
and {pears are no lefs neat, gnd ornamented with carvings.
gofﬁble ; but they take fome

pains to form the flones that they ufe, into a proper
fhape ; which is fomething like an egg, fuppofing both
ends
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ends to be like the fmall one. They ufe a becket, in the s.;fe:’;fbc i -
fame manner as at Tanna, in throwing the dart, which, I be- e *‘
lieve, is much ufed in ftriking fith, c. In this they feem :
very dexterous; nor, indeed, do I know, that théy have any ’
other method of catching large fith; for I neither faw hooks |

nor lines among them.

It is needlefs to mention their working tools, as they are
made of the fame materials, and nearly in the fame manner,
as at the other iflands. Their axes, indeed, are a little
different; fome, at leaft; which may be owing to fancy as
much as cuftom.

SIS SR e T R

RO

Their houfes, or at leaft moft of them, are circular; fome-
thing like a bee-hive, and full as clofe and warm. The en-
trance is by a f{mall door, or long fquare hole, juft big enough
to admit a man bent double. The fide-walls are about
four feet and an half high ; but the roof is lofty, and peaked
to a point at the top; above which is a poft, or ftick of wood,
which is generally ornamented either with carving or fhells,
or both. The framing is of fmall {pars, reeds, &c. and both
fides and roof are thick and clofe covered with thatch, made
of coarfe long grafs. In the infide of the houfe are fet up
pofts, to which crofs fpars are faftened, and platforms made,
tor the conveniency of laying any thing on. Some houfes
have two floors, one above the other. The floor is laid with
dry grafs, and, here and there, mats are fpread, for the prin.
cipal people to fleep or fit on. In moft of them we found two
fire-places, and commonly a fire burning; and, as there was
no vent for the {fmoke but by the door, the whole houfe was
both {moky and hot, infomuch that we, who were not ufed
to fuch an atmofphere, could hardly endure it a moment. ;

Vou. 1L R This =

L e OO T i I TS AT ORI L et

s -




SR,

L L i

122

1774

September.

\—w

A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

This may be the reafon why we found thefe people fo chilly
when in the open air, and without exercife. We frequently
faw them make little fires any where, and huftle round
them, with no other view than to warm themfelves. Smoke
within doors may be a neceflary evil, as it prevents the Muf-
quitoes from coming in, which are pretty numerous here,
In fome refpects their habitations ‘are neat; for, befides the

.ornaments at top, I faw fome with carved door-pofts. Upon

~ the whote, their houfes are better calculated for a cold than

- thofe of five ftones, for two. The jars do

a hot climate; and as there are no partitions in them, they
can have little privacy.

They have no great variety of houfehold utenfils; the
earthen jars before mentioned being the only article worth
notice. Each family has, at leaft, one of them, in which they
bake their roots, and perhaps their fith, &c. The fire, by
which they cook their viuals, is on the outfide of each
houfe, in the open air. There are three or five pointed ftones
fixed in the ground; their pointed ends being about fix

inches above the furface, in this form, \
Thofe of three ftones, are only for one jar, R N

not ftand on their bottoms, but lie inclined = < Rwn, &
on their fides. The ufe of thefe ftones is, obvioufly, to keep
the jars from refting on the fire, in ordcr that it may burn
the better.

They fubfift chiefly on roots and fith, and the bark of a
tree, which Tam told grows alfo in the Weft Indies. This
they roaft, and are almoft continually chewing. It has a
{fweetifh, infipid taftc ; and was liked by fome of our pcople.
Water is their only liquor; at leaft, I never faw any other

made ufc of.
Plan-
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Plantains and fugar-canes are, by no means, in plenty.

and but thinly planted ; and neither one nor the other feems
to yield much fruit.

To judge merely by the numbers of the natives we faw
every day, one might think the ifland very populous ; but, I
believe, that, at this time, the inhabitants were colletted ffom
all parts on eur account. Mr. Picker{gill obferved, that down
the coaft, to the weft, there were but few people ; and we knew
they came daily from the other fide of the land, over the
mountains, to vifit us. But although the inhabitants, upon the
whole, may not be numerous, the ifland is not thinly peo-
pled on the fea-coaft, and in the plains and valleys that are
capable of cultivation. It feems to be a country unable to
fupport many inhabitants. Nature has been lefs bountiful to
it, than to-any other tropical ifland we know in this fea. The
greateft part of its furface, or at leaft what we faw of it, con-
fifts of barren rocky mountains ;- and the grafs, &c. growing
on them, is ufelefs to people who have no cattle,

The fterility of the country will apologize for the natives
not contributing to the wants of the navigator. The fea may,
perhaps, in fome meafure, compenfate for the deficiency of
the land ; for a coaft furrounded by reefs and fhoals, as this
is, cannot fail of being ftored with fifh. |

I have before obferved, that the country bears great refem-

blance to New South Wales, or New Holland, and that fome
of its natural productions are the fame. In particular, we
found here, the tree which is covered with a foft whiteragged
bark, eafily pecled off, and is, as I have been told, the fame

‘ R 2 that
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‘Bread-fruit is very fcarce, and the cocoa-nut trees are fmall ‘s
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that, in the Eaft Indies, is ufed for caulking of fhips. The
wood is very hard, the leaves are long and narrow, of a pale-
dead green, and a fine aromatic; fo that it may properly be
faid to belong to that continent. Neverthelefs, here are fe-
veral plants, &c. common to the eaftern and northern iflands,
and even a fpecies of the paffion flower, which, I am told, has
never before been known to grow wild any where but in
America. OQur botanifts did not complain for want of em-
ployment at this place ; every day bringing fomething new
in botany or other branches of natural hiftory. Land birds,
indeed, are not numerous, but feveral are new. One of thefe:
i3 a kind of crow; at leaft fo we called it, though it is not
holf fo big, and its teathers are tinged with blue. They
ahio have {ome very beautiful turtle-doves, and other fmal.
bird:, fuci as I never faw before.. '

. .
All our cndeavours to get the name of the whole ifland,

‘proved incilectual. Probably, it is too large for them to-

krow by one name. Whenéver we made this inquiry, they
always gave us the name of fome diftrict or place, which we
pointed to; and, as before obferved, I got the names of fe-
veral, with the name of the king or chief of ‘each. Hence I
concludc, that the country is divided into feveral diftricts,
each governed by a chief ; but we know nothing of the ex-
tent of his power. Balade was the name of the diftri® we
were at, and Tea Booma the chi¢f. He lived on the other
fide of the ridge of hills; fo that we had but little of his com-
pany, and therefore could not fee much of his power. 7ea
feems a title prefixed to the names of all, or moft, of their
chiefs or great men. My friend honoured me by calling
me Tea Cook. . ' ‘

They
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They depofit their dead in the ground. I {aw noneof their
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burying-places; but feveral of the gentlemen did. In one, ‘s
they were informed, lay the remains of a chief, who was
flain in battle ; and his grave, which bore fome refemblance
to a large mole-hill, was decorated with fpears, darts, pad-
dles, &c. all ftuck upright in the ground round about it.

The canoes, which thefe people ufe, are fomewhat like

thofe of.the Friendly Ifles ; but the moft heavy, clumfy vef-
fels I ever faw. They are what I call double canoes, made
out of two large trees, hollowed out, having a raifed gunnel,
about two inches high, and clofed at each end with a
kind of bulk head of the fame height; fo that the whole
is like a long fquare trough, about three feet fhorter than the
body of the canoe ; thatis, a foot and an half at each end.
Two canoes, thus fitted, are fecured to each other, about three
feet afunder, by means of crofs {pars, which proje& about a
foot over each fide. Over thefe fpars is laid a deck, or very
hcavy platform, made of plank and fmall round fpars, on
which they have a fire hearth, and generally a fire burning ;.
and they carry a pot or jar to drefs their victuals in. ‘The
fpace between the two canoes is laid with plank, and the
reft with fpars. On one fide of the deck, and clofe to the

~~dge, is fixed a row of knees, pretty near to each other, the

ufe of which is to keep the maft, yards, &c. from rolling
over-board. They are navigated by one or two. latteen
" fails, extended to a fmall latteen yard, she end of which
fixes in a notch or hole in the deck. The foot of the fail is
extended to a fmall boom. The fail is compefed of pieees of
matting, the ropes are made of the coarfe filaments of the
plantain tree, twifted into cords of the thicknefs of a finger;
and three or four more fuch cords, marled together, ferve

' - wthem
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‘them for fhrouds, &c. I thought they failed very well;

but they are not at all calculated for rowing or pad-
dling. Their method of proceeding, when they cannot fail,
is by fculling ; and for this purpofe there are holes in the
‘boarded deck, or platform. Through thefe they put the
{culls, which are of fuch a length, that, when the blade is
in the water, the loom or handle is four or five feet above
the deck.. The man who works it ftands behind, and with
both his hands fculls the veflel forward. This method of

“proceeding is very flow ; and for this reafon, the canoes are
‘but ill calculated for fithing, efpecially for firiking of tur-

tle, which, I think, can hardly ever be done in them. Their
fithing implements, fuch as I have feen, are turtle nets,
made, I believe, of the filaments of the plantain tree twifted ;
and {mall hand nets, with very minute mefhes made of fine
twine and fith gigs. Their general method of fithing, T guefs,
is to lie on the reefs in thoal water, and to ftrike the fith that
may come in their way. They may, however, have other
methods, which we had no opportunity to fee, as no boat
went out while we were here; all their time and attention
being taken up with us. Their canoes are about thi'rty feet
long, and the deck or platform about twenty-four in length
and ten in breadth, We had not, at this time, feen any tim-
ber in the country fo large as that of which their canoes
were made. It was obferved, that the holes, made in the feve-
ral parts, in order to few them together, were burnt through ;
but with what infirument we never learnt. Moft probably it
was of ftone; which may be the reafon why they were fo
fond of large fpikes; feeing at once they would anfwer this
purpofe. Iwas convinced they were not wholly defigned for
edge tools; becaufe every“one fthewed a defire for the iron
belaying pins which were fixed in the quarter-deck rail, and

~

3 feemed
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feemed to value them far more than a fpike-nail, although it
mightbe twice as big. Thefe pins which are round, perhaps
have the very fhape of the tool they wanted to make of the
iils. I did not find that a hatchet was quite fo valuable as
a large fpike. Small nails were of little or no value; and
beads, looking-glaffes, &c. they did not admire.

The women of this country, and likewife thofe of Tanna,

are, fo far as I could judge, fat more chafte than thofe of the

more eaftern iflands. I never heard that one of our people
obtained the leaft favour fromy any one of them. 1 have been,
told, that the ladies here would frequently divert themfelves,
by going a little afide with our gentlemen, as if they meant
to be kind to them, and then would run away laughing at
them. Whether this was chaftity or coquetry, I fhall not

pretend to determine ; nor is it material, fince the confe-

quences were the fame.
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Proceedings on the Coaft of New Caledonia, with Geogra-
phical and Nautical Obfervations.

1774 “VERY thing being in readinefs to put to fea, at {un-
x..}):m,-:.} rife, on the 13th of September, we weighed, and with
Tocliay 13- 3 fine gale at E. by S., ftood out for the fame channel we
camein by.. Athalf paft feven we were in the middle of it.
Obfervatory lfle bore S. 5° Eaft, diftant four miles, and the

Ifle of Balabea W. N. W. As foon as we were clear of the

reef, we hauled the wind on the ftarboard tack, with a view

of plying in to the S. E.; but as Mr. Gilbert was of opinion

that he had feen the end or N. W. extremity of the land, and

that it would be eafier to get round by the N. W., I gave

over plying, and bore up along the out-fide of the reef,

fteering N.N. W, N. W.;and N. W. by W., as it trended. At

noon, the lland of Balabea bore S. by W., diftant thirteen

miles; and what we judged to be the weft end of the great

land, boreS. W. S, and the dire®&ion of the reef was N. W.

by W., latitude obferved 19° 53’ 20”.  Longitude from Ob-
fervatory Ifle 14' W. We continued to fteer N. W. by W.

along the outfide of the reef till three o'clock, at which time

the Ifle of Balabea bore S. by E. * E. In this direétion we
-obferved a partition in the recf, which we judged to be a
channel, by the ftrong tide which fet out of it. From this

place the reef inclined to the North, for three or four
leagues, and then to N. W. We followed its direction, and

as we advanced to N. W, raifed more land, which feemed

8 to
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to be connefted with what we had feen before; fo that Mr.
Gilbert was miftaken, and did not fee the extremity of the

coaft. At five o'clock this land bore W. by N. + N,, diftant
twenty miles; but what we could fee of the reef trended in
the direcion of N. W, by N.

Having hauled the wind on the ftarboard tack, and fpent
the night plying, on the r4th at fun-rife, the Ifland of Bala-
bea bore S. 6° Eaft, and the land feen the preceding night
Weft, but the reef ftill trggded N. W, along which we
fteered with a light breezeat E. S. E. At noon we obferved
in latitude 19° 28/, longitude from Obfervatory Ifle 27’ Weft.
We had now no fight of Balabea; and the other land, that
is, the N. W. part of it, bore W. by S. +S., but we were not
fure if this was one continued coaft, or fcparate iflands. For
though fome partitions were feen, from f{pace to {pace,
which made it look like the latter, a multitude of fhoals
rendered a nearer approach to it exceedingly danger-
ous, if not impracticable. In the afternoon, with a fine
breeze at E. S. E.,, we ranged the outfide offthefe fhoals,
which we found to trend in the direction of N. W. by W.,
N. W. by N,, and N. N. E. At three o’clock, we paflfed a low
fandy ifle, lying on the outer edge of the reef, in latitude
19° 25, and in the dire¢tionof N.E. from the north-weftern-
moft land, fix or feven leagues diftant. So much as we could
fee of this fpace was ftrewed with fhoals, fecmingly de-
tached from each other; and the channel leading in amongft
them, appeared to be on the S. E. fide of the fandy ifle; at
leaft there was a fpace where the fea did not break. At fun-
fet, we could but juft fee the land, which bore S. W. by S,,
about ten leagues diftant. A clear horizon produced the dif-
covery of no land to the weftward of this direction; the

Vor. IL ) S reef
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reef too trended away W. by N. - N,, and feemed to ter-
minate in a point which was feen from the maft-head.
Thus every thing confpired to make us believe that we
fhould foon get round thefe fhoals; and with thefe flatter-
ing expectations we hauled the wind, which was at E. N.
E., and fpent the night making fhort boards.

Next morning at fun-rife, feeing neither land nor breakers,
we bore away N. W. by W., ahd two hours after faw the reef
extending N. W. farther than the eye could reach; but no
land was to be feen. - It was therefore probable, that we
had paffed’its N. W. extremity ; and, as we had feen fronrthe
hills of Balade its extent to the S. W., it was neceffary to
know how far it extended to the Eaft orS. E., while it was in
our power torecover the coaft. For,by following the diretion )
of the fhoals, we might have been carried fo far to leeward
as not to be able to beat back without confiderable lofs of
time. We wcre already far out of fight of land; and there
was no knowing how much farther we might be carried,
before we found an end to them. Thefe confiderations, to-
gether with the_rifque we muft run in exploring a fea
ftrewed with thoals, and where no anchorage, without them,
is to be found, induced me to abandon the defign of prd-
ceeding round by the N. W, and to ply up to the S. E,, in
which diretion I knew there was a clear fea. With this
view, we tacked and flood to the S. E,, with the wind at N,
E. by E., a gentle breeze.. At this time we were in the lati-
tude of 19° 7’ S.longitude 163° 57 Eaft.

In flanding to0 S. E., we did but juft weather the point of
the reef we had paffed the preceding evening. - To make
our fituation the more dangcrous, the wind began to fail us;
and at three in the afternoon it fell calih, and left us to the

' mercy
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mercy of a great fwell, fetting direétly ‘on the reef, which _1774.
‘ September,

was hardly a league from us. We founded, but found no ——u
bottom with a line of 200 fathoms. I ordered the pinnace ~ ““¥ 5
and cutter to be hoifted out to tow the fhip; but they

were of little ufe againft fo great a fwell. We, however,

found that the fhip did not draw near the reef fo faft as

-might be expe¢ted ; and at feven o’clock, a light air at N. N.
"E. kept her head t the fea; but it lafted no longer than
midnight, when it was fucceeded by a dead calm. : d

At day-brc;xk on the 16th, we had no fight of the reef; Friday 16.

and at elevén, a breeze {pringing up at S. S. W., we hoifted

- - in the beats, and made fail to S. E._ At noon we obferved in
19° 35" South, which was ‘confiddrably more to the South
than we expelted, and thewed that a current or tide had
been in our favour all night, and accounted for our getting
fo unexpectedly clear of the thoals. At two o *clock P. M. we
hadagain a calm which lafted till nine, when it was fuc-
ceeded by 2 light air from E. N. E. and Eaft, with which we *
advanced but ﬂowly

On the 17th at noon, we obferved in latitude 19° 54', when %aturday 17.
the Ifle of Balabea bore S. 68° Wetft, ten and a half leagues
diftant. We continued to ply, with variable light winds be- (
tween N. E. and S. E, without meeting with any thing re-
markable till the 2oth at noon, when Cape Colnef bore N, Tuefdsy zo.
78° Weft, diftant fix leagues. From this cape the land ex-
tended round by the South to E. S. E, till it was loft in the
horizon ; and the country appeared with many hills and
vallies.» Latitude obferved -20° 41/, longitude made from
Obfervatory Ifle 1° 8" Eaft. We flood in fhore with a light
brecze at Eaft till {fun-fet, when we were between two and
three leagues off. The coaft extended from S. 42° + Eaft to N.

S 2 59° Welt
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'59° Weft. Two fmall iflots lay without this laft direQion,
diftant from us four or five miles ; fome others lay between
us and the fhore, and to the Eaft, where they feemed to be
connected by reefs, in which appeared fome openings from
fpace to fpace. The country was mountainous, and had
much the fame afpe® as about Balade. On one of the
weftern {mall ifles was an elevation like a tower; andy over
a low neck of land within the ifle, were feen many other
elevations refembling the mafts of a fleet of fhips,

Next day at fun-rife, after having ftood off all night with
a light breeze at S. E., we found ourfelves about fix leagues
from the coaft; and in this fituation we were kept by a calm
till ten in the evening, when we got a faint land breeze at
S. W., with which we fteered S.°E. all night.

On the 22d at fun-rife, the land was clouded, but it was
not long before the clouds went off, and we found, by our
land-marks, that we had made a good advance. At ten
o’clock, the land-breeze being fucceedéd Ly a fea-breeze at
E. by S., this enabled us to_ftand in for the land, which at
noon extended from N. 78° Wéﬂ, toS. 317 Eaft., round by the
South. In this laft direGtion the coaft feeméd to trend more
to the South ina lofty promontory, which, on account of the
day, received the name of Cape Coronation. Latitude 22° 2/,
longitude 167° 7' Eaft. Some breakers lay between us and
the fthore, and probably.they were conneted with thofe we
had feen before.

During the night we had advanced about two leagues to
S. E.; and at day-break on the 23d, an elevated point ap-
peared in fight beyond Cape Coronation, bearing S. 23° Eaft.
It proved to be the S. E. extremity of the coaft, and obtained
the name of Queen Charlotte’s Foreland. Latitude 22° 16°S,,

o | longitude
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Jongitude 167° 14’ Eaft. About noon having got a breeze
from the N. E., we ftood t0 S. S. E., and, as we drew towards
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Cape Coronation, {faw in a valley to the South of it, a vaft = >3

number of thofe elevated objets before mentioned; and
fome low land under the Foreland was wholly covered with
them. We could rot agree in our opinions of what they were.
I {fuppofed them to be a fingular fort of trees, being too nume-
rous to refemble any thing elfe; and a great deal of fmoke
kept rifing all the day, from amongf thofe near the Cape.
Our philofophers were of opinion that this was the fmoke of .
fome internal and perpetual fire. My reprefenting to them
that there was no fmoke here in the morning, would have
been of no-avail, had not this eternal fire gone out before
night, and no more {moke been feen after. They were
fill more pofitive, that the elevations were pillars of Bafaltes,
like thofe which compofe the Giant’s Caufei&vay in Ireland.
At fun-fet, the wind veering round to the South, we tacked
and ftood off, it not being fafe to approach the fthore in the

" dark. At day-break we ftood in again, with a faint land- Saturday 24

breeze between E. S. E. and S. S. E. At noon obferved in
latitude 21° 59’ 30", Cape Coronation bearing Wef foutherly,
diftant feven leagues, and the Foreland S, 38° Weft. As we
advanced to S. 5. W., the coaft beyond the Foreland began to
appear in fight; and, at fun-fet, we difcovered a low ifland
lying S. S. E,, about feven miles from the Foreland. It was
one of thofe which are generally furrounded with thoals and
breakers. At the fame time a round hill was feen bearing
- S. 24° Eaft, twelve leaguesdiftant. During night having had,
variable hight winds, we advanced but little either way.

On the 25th,aboutten o’clock A. M., having gota fair breeze ¢, ...
at E. 8. E,, we ftood to §.5. W,, in hopes of getting round
8 the
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the Foreland; but, as we d>¢,\w near, we perceived more
low ifles, beyond the one alreaéy mrentioned, which at laft
appeared to be conneéted by breikers, extending towards
the Foreland, and feeming to join the fhore. We ftood on
till half paft three o’clock, when we faw, from the deck,
rocks, juft peeping above the furface of the fea, on the
thoal above mentioned. It was now time to alter the courfe,
as the day Wem to look for a paffage near the
fthore, and wé nd no bottom to anchor in during the
night. We therefore ftood to the South, to look for a paffage
without the fmall ifles. We had a fine breeze at E. S. E.,
but it lafted no longer than five o’clock, when it fell to a
dead calm. Having founded, a line of 170 fathoms did not
reach the bottom, though we were but a little way from the
fhoals, which, inftead of following the coaft to S. W., took a
S. E. direction towards the hill we had feen the preceding
evening, and feemed to point out to us that it was neceflary
to go round that land. At this time the moft advanced
point on the main bore S. 68° Weft, diftant nine or ten
leagues. About feven o’clock we got a light breeze at North,

- which enabled us to fteer out E. S. E., and to fpend the night

with lefs anxiety. On fome of the low ifles were many of
thofe elevations already mentioned. Every one was how
fatisficd they were trees, except our philofophers; who ftill
maintained that they were Bafaltes.

About day-break on the 26th, the wind having fhifted to
S.S. W., we ftretched to S. E. for the hill before mentioned,
It belonged to an ifland which at noon extended from S. 16°
E. t0S. 7° Weft, diftant fix leagues. Latitude obferved 22°
16 South. In the P. M. the wind frefhened, and veering to
S. S. E., we ftretched to the Eaft, till two A. M., on the 27th,
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when we tacked and flood to S.' W, with hopes of weather-;
ing the ifland; but we fell about two miles: thort of , our ex-.

pcctations, and had to tack about a mile from the Eaﬁ fide.

of the ifland, the extremes bearing from N. W. by N. t0 S..
W., the hill Weft, and fome low ifles, lying off the S. E..

point, §. by'W. Thefe feemed to be connefted with the
large ifland by breakers. We founded when in -flays, but
had no ground with a line of eighty fathoms. The flirts of

this ifland were covered with the elevations more than once

mentioned.  They had much the appearance of tall pines,
which occafioned my giving that name to the ifland. The
round hill, whichison the S. W. fide, is of fuch a height as
to be feen fourten or fixteen leagues. The ifland is about'a
mile. in circuit, and fituated in latitude 22° 38'S., longitude
167° 40' Eaft. Having made two atrempts to weather the Ifle

of Pines before fun-fet, with no better fuccefs than before,

this determined me to ftretch off till midnight. This'day at
noon the thermometer was at 637}, which is lower than it
had been fince the 27th of February

Having tacked at midnight, aflited by the currents, and

a frefh gale atE. S. E, and S. E, next morning at day-’

break, we found ourfelves feveral leagues to windward of
the Ifle of Pines, and bore away large," tound the S. E. and
South fides. The coaft from the S. E., round by the South to
the Weft, was ftrewed with fand banks, breakers, and fmall
low ifles, moft of which were covered with the fame lofty trees
that ornamented the borders of the greater one. We con-
tinued to range the outfide of thefe {mall ifles and breakers,
at three-fourths of a league diftance, and as we pafied one,
raifed another; fo that they feemed to form a chain extend-

ing to the ifles which lie off the Foreland. At noon we ob-

ferved in latitude 22° 44’ 36" South, the Ifle of Pincs extend-
‘ T ‘ ing
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32° 30’ Weft, diftant feventeen leagues. In the afternoon,
with a fine gale at Eaft, we fteered N. W. by W., along the
- outfide of the fhoals, with a view of falling in with the land
' a little to S. W. of the Foreland. At two o'clock P. M., two
low iflots were feen bearing W. by S., and as they were con-
nected by breakers, which feemed to join thofe on our ftar-
board, this difcovery made it neceflary to haul off S. W., in
order to get clear of them all. At three more breakers ap-
peared, extending from the low ifles towards the S. E. We
now hauled out clofe to the wind; and, in an hour and an
half, were almoft on board the breakers, and obliged to tack.
From the maft-head, they were feen to extend as far as E. S,
E., and the fmoothnefs of the fea made it probable that they
extended to the North of Eaft, and that we were in a manner
furrounded by them. At thistime, the hillonthe Ifle of Pines
bore N. 71°7 Eaft, the Foreland N. = W, and the moft advanced
point of land on the S. W. coaft bore N. W., diftant fifteen or
fixteen leagues. This direction of the S. W. coaft, which was
rather within the parallel of the N. E., affured us that this land
extended no farther to the S. W. After making a fhort trip
to N. N. E,, we ftood again to the South, in expeétation of
having a better view of the thoals before fun-fer. We gained
nothing by this but the profpect of a fea ftrewed with fhoals,
which we could not clear but by returning in the track by
which we came. We tacked nearly in the fame place where
we had tacked before, and on founding found a bottom of
fine fand. But anchoring in a ftrong gale, with a chain of
breakers to leeward, being the laft refource, I rather chofe
to {fpend the night in making fhort boards over that fpace
we had, in fome meafure, made ourfelves acquainted with in ,
the day. And thus it was {pent; but under the terrible
apprehenfion,
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apprehenfion, every moment, of falling on fome of the
many dangers which {urrounded us.

Day-light thewed that our fears were not ill-founded, and
that we had been in the moft imminent danger; having had
breakers continually under our lee, and at a very little dif-
tance from us. We owed our fafety to the interpofition of
Providence, a good look-out, and the very brifk manner in
which the thip was managed; for, as we were ftanding to
the North, the people on the lee gangway and forecaftle
faw breakers under the lee-bow, which we efcaped by
quickly tacking the thip.

I was now almoft tired of a coaft which I could no longer
explore, but at the rifque of lofing the thip and ruining the
whole voyage. 1 was, however, determined not to leave it,
till I knew what trees thofe were which had been the fubjeét
of our fpeculation; efpecially as they appeared to be of a
fort ufeful to fhipping, and had not been feen any where
but in the fouthern part of this land. With this view, after
making a trip to the South, to weather the fthoals under our
lee, we ftood to the North, in hopes of finding anchorage
under fome of the iflots on which thefe trees grew. We
were ftopped by eight o’clock, by the fhoals which lie ex-
tended between the Hfle of Pines and Queen Charlotte’s Fore-
land ; and found foundings off them in fifty-five, forty, and
thirty-fix fathoms, a fine fandy bottom. ' The nearer we
came to thefe fhoals, the more we faw of them, and we were
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not able to fay if there was any paffage between the two

lands.

Being now but a few-miles to windward ef the low ifles
lying off the Foreland, mentioned on the 25th and 26th, T
bore down to the one next to us. As we drew near it, I per-
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ceived that it was unconneéted with the neighbouring fhoals,.
and that it is probable we might get to an ancher under its lee
or weft fide. We therefore ftood on, being conducted by an
officer at the maft-head; and after hauling round the pomt of
the reef which furrounds the ifle, we attempted to ply to wind-
ward, in order to get nearer the fhore. Another reef to the
North confined us to a narrow channel, through which ran a
current againft us, that rendered this attempt fruitlefs; fo that
we were obliged to anchor in thirty-nine fathoms water, the
bottom fine coral fand; the ifle bearing W. by.N., one mile
diftant. As foon as this was done, we hoifted out a boat, in
which I went afthore accompanied by the botanifts. We
found the tall trees to be a kind of fpruce pine, very proper
for fpars, of which-we were in want. After making this
difcovery, I haftened on board in order to have more time
after dinner, when I landed again with two boats, accompa-
nied by feveral of the officers and gentlemen, having with:
us the carpenter and fome of his crew, to cut down fuch
trees as were wanting. While this was doing, I took the
bearings of feveral lands round. The hill on the Iffe of
Fines bore S. 59° 30’ E. ; the low point of Queen Charlotte’s
Foreland N. 14° 30’ Weft; the high land over it, feen over
two low ifles, N. 20° Weft; and the moft advanced point of
land to the Weft, bore Weft, half a point South, diftant fix or
{even Jeagues. We had, from feveral bearings, afcertained
the wrue direction of the coaft from the Foreland to this
point, which I fhall diftinguith by the name of Prince of
Wales’s Foreland. It is fituated in the latitude of 22°2¢'S.,
longitude 166° 57" E., is of a confiderable height, and, when
it firft appears above the horizon, looks like an ifland. From
this cape, the coaft trended nearly N. W. This was rather
too northerly a direétion to join that part which we faw

* from
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from the hills of Balade. But as it was very high land _ 1774
. . . . . - Szptewnber.
which opened off the cape in that direction, it is very pro-
bable that lower land, which we could not fee, opened fooner;
or elfe the coaft more to the N. W. takes a more wefterly
direétion, in the fame manner as the N. E. coaft. Be this as
it may, we pretty well know the extent of the lind, by
having it confined within certain limits. However, I ftill
entertained hopes of feeing more of it; but was difap-

pointed.

W_’
Thurf{day 29,

The little ifle upon which we landed, is 2 mere fand bank,
not exceeding three-fourths of a mile in circuit, and on it, be-
fides thefe pines, grew the Ezes tree of Otaheite, and a variety
of other trees, thrubs, and plants. Thefe gave {ufficient em-
ployment to our botanifts, all the time we ftayed uponit,and.
occafioned my -calling it Botany Ifle. On it were feveral
water-fnakes, fome pigeons and doves, feemingly different .
from any we had feen. One of the officers thot 2 hawk,
which proved to be of the very fame fort as our Englith fith-
ing-hawks. Several fire-places, branches, and leaves very
little decayed, remains of turtle, &c. fhewed that people had
lately been on the ifle. The hull of a canoe, precifely of the
fame fhape as thofe we had feen at Balade, lay wrecked in
the fand. We were now no longer at a lofs toknow of what
trees they make their canoes, as they can be no other than
thefe pines. On this little ifte were fome which meafured
twenty inches diameter, and between fixty and feventy feet
in length, and would have done very well for a foremaft to
the Refolution, had one been wanting. Since trees of this
fize are to be found on fo fmall a {pot, it is reafonable to
expect to find fome much larger on the main, and larger ifles;
and, if appearances did notdeceive us, we can aflert it.

T 2 If
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(74 If I except New Zealand, I, at this time, knew of no ifland"

oM™ in the South Pacific Ocean, where a fhip could {upply herfelf

Thurfday 29. (oith a maft or a yard, were fhe ever fo much diftrefled for.
want of one. Thus far thedifcovery is or may be valuable.
My carpenter, who was a maft-maker as well as a thip-wright,.
two. trades he learnt in Deptford yard, was of opinion that
thefe trees wouldmake exceedingly good mafts. The wood is-
white, clofe grained, tough and light. Turpentine had.
exuded out of moft of the trees, and the fun had infpiffated it
nto a rofin, which was found flicking to the trunks, andlying
about the roots. Thefe trees fhoot out their branches like-
all other pines; with this difference, that the branches of*
thefe are much fmaller. and fhorter; fo-that the knots be--
come nothing when the tree is wrought for ufe.. I took
notice, that the largeft of them had the {fmalleft.and fhorteft-
branches, and were crowned, as it were, at-the top, by. a.
fpreading branch like a bufh. This was- what led fome on:-
board inte the extravagant notion. of. their being Bafaltes;
indeed no one could think of finding- fuch trees here. The
feeds are produced in cones;. but we could find none that-
had any in them, or that were in a proper ftate for vegeta--
tion or botanical examination. Befides thefe, there was ano--
ther tree or fhrub of the fpruce fir kind; but it-was very
fmall. We alfo found on the ifle a fort of -fcurvy-grafs, and-
a plant, called by us Lamb’s Quarters, which, when boiled, .
cat like fpinnage..

Having got ten or twelve {fmall fpars to make ftudding fail
booms, boats-mafts, &c., and night. approaching, we re--
turned with them on board.

The purpofe for which I anchored undér this ifle being.
anfwered, I was now to confider what was next to be dons.
We.
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We had, from the top-maft head, taken a view of the fea
around us, and obferved the whole, to the Weft, to be ftrewed
* with fmall iflots, fand.banks, and breakers,.to the utmoft
extent of our horizon. They feemed indeed not to be all
connected, and to be divided by winding channels. But
- when I confidered, that the extent of this S. W. coaft was
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already pretty well determined; the great rifque attending.

a more accurate furvey; and the time it would require to ac-
complith it, on account of the many dangers we fhould have

to encounter; I- determined not to hazard the thip down to-

leeward, where we might be fo hemmed in as tofind it diffi-

cult to return, and by that means lofe the proper. feafon

for getting to the South. I now wifhed to have had the
little veflel fet up, the frame of which we had on board.
1 had fome' thoughts of doing this, when we were laft at
Otaheite, but found it could not be executed, without ne-

gle&ting the caulking and other neceflfary repairs of the

fhip, or ftaying longer there than the route I had in view
would admit. It was now too late to begin fetting her up,
and then to ufe her in exploring this coaft; and in our voy-
age to the South, fhe could be of no fervice. Thefe reafons

induced me to try to get-without the thoals ; that is, to the-

fouthward .of them.

Next morning, at day-break, we got under fail with a light
breeze at E. by N. We had to make fome trips to weather
the fhoals to leeward of Botany lile; but when this was done
the breeze began to fail; and at three P. M. it fell calm.
The {well, aflifted by the current, fet us faft toS. W. towards
the breakers, which were yet in fight in that dire&ion. Thus
we continued till ten o'clock, at which time a brecze {pring-
ing up at N.N. W. we fteered E. S. E.; the contrary courfe

" Friday 30.

we.
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we had come in; not daring to fteer farther South till day-
light.

At three o’clock next morning, the wind veered to S. W.,
blew hard, and in {qualls, attended with rain, which made
it neceflary to proceed with our courfes up and topfails on
the cap, till day-break, when the hill on the Iffe of Pines
bore North; and our diftance from the fhore, in that direc-
tion, was about four leagues. We had now a very ftrong.
wind at S. S. W. attended by a great fea, fo that we had
reafon to rejoice at having got clear of the fhoals before this
gale overtook us. Though every thing confpired to make
me think this was the wefterly monfoon, it can hardly be
comprehended under that name, for feveral reafons; firft,
becaufe it was near a month too foon for thefe winds ; fe-
condly, becaufe we know not if they reach this place at all ;
and laft)y, becaufe it is very common for wefterly winds to
blow within the tropics. However, I never found them to
blow fo hard before, or fo far foutherly. Be thefe things as
they may, we had now no other choice but to ftretch toS.E.,
which we accordingly did with our ftarboard tacks aboard ;
and at noon were out of fight of land.

The gale continued with very little alteration till noon
next day; at which time we obferved in latitude 23° 18,
longitude made from the Ifle of Pines 1° 54’ Eaft. In the af-
ternoon, we had little wind from the South, and a great fwell
from the fame diretion ; and mrany boobies, tropic,and men
of war birds were fecn. At eleven o'clock a freth breeze
{fprung up at W. by S. ,with which we ftood to the South.
At this time we were in the latitude of 23° 18, longitude

169°
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r69° 49’ E., and about forty-two leagues fouth of the He-
brides.

At eight o'clock in the morning, on the third, the wind
veered to S. W., and blew a ftrong gale by fqualls, attended
with rain. I now gave over all thought of returning to
the land we had left. Indeed when I confidered the vaft
ocean we had to explore to the South; the ftate and condition

f the thip already in want of fome neceffary ftores; that
gummer was approaching faft; and that any confiderable ac-
cident might detain us in this fea another year; I did not
think it advifeable to attempt to regain the land.

Thus I was obliged, as it were by neceflity, for the firft
time, to leave a coaft I had difcovered, before it was fully
- explored.—I called it New Caledonia ; and, if we except New
Zealand, it is perhaps the largeft ifland in the South Pacific
Ocean. For it extends from the latitude of 19° 37/, to 22° 30/,
S., and from the longitude of 163° 37', to 167° 14’ E. It lies
nearly N. W. ; W. and S. E. * E,, and is about eighty-feven
leagues long in that direction; but its breadth is not confi-
derable, not any where exceeding ten leagues. It is a coun-
try full of hills and valleys, of various extent both for height
and depth. To judge of the whole by the parts we were on,
from thefe hills {pring vaft numbers of little rivulets, which.
greatly contribute to fertilize the plains, and to fupply all the
wants of the inhabitants. The fummirs of moft of the hills
feem to be barren; though fome few are clothed with
wood ; as are all the plains and valleys. By rcafon of thefe
hills, many parts of the coaft, when at a diftance from iz, ap-
peared indented, or to have great inlets between the hills;
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but, when we came near the fhore, we always found fuch
places thut up with low land, and alfo obferved low land to
lie along the coaft between the fea-thore and the foot of the
hills. As this was the cafe in all fuch parts as we came near
enough to fee, it is reafonable to {fuppofe that the whole coaft
is fo. T am likewife of opinion, that the whole, or greateft
part, is furrounded by reefs or thoals, which render the ac-
cefs to it very dangerous, but at the fame time guard the
coaft from the violence of the wind and fea; make it abound
with fith; fecure an eafy and fafe navigation along it, for
canoes,.&c.; and, moft likely, form fome good harbours for
thipping. ‘Moft, if not every part of the coaft, is inhabited,
the Ifle of Pines not excepted ; for we faw either {moke by
day, or fires by night, wherever we came. In the extent
which I have given to this illand, is included the broken or
unconnected lands to the N. W. as they are delineated in the
chart. That they may be connected, I fhall not pretend to
deny; ‘we were however of opinion that they were ifles, and
that New Caledonia terminated more to S. E.; though this,
at moft, is but a well-founded conjecture.

But whether thefe lands be feparate ifles, or connected
with New Caledonia, it is by no means certain that we faw
their termination to the Weft. I think we did not; as the
{hoals did not end with the land we faw, but keprt their
N. W. direion farther than Bougainville’s track in the la-
titude of 15° or 15° 4. Nay, it feems not improbable, that
a chain of ifles, fand banks, and reefs, may extend to the
Weft, as far as the coaft of New South Wales. The eaftern
extent of the ifles and thoals off that coaft, between the lati-
tude of 15°and 23° were not known. The femblance of the

‘ 1 ‘ two
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two countries ; T Bougainville’s meeting with the fhoal of
Diana above fixty leagues from the coaft; and the figns he
had of land to the S. E.; all tend to increafe the probability.
1 muft confefs that it is carrying probability and conjeture
a little too far, to fay what may lie in a fpace of two hun-
dred leagues ; but ‘it is in forne meafure neceflfary, were it
only to put fome future navigator on his guard.

Mr. Wales determined the longitude éf that part of New
Caledonia we explored, by ninety-fix fets of obfervations,
which were reduced to one another by our trufty guide the
watch. I found the variation of the compafs to be 10° 24’ E.
This is the mean variation given by the three azimuth com-
paffes we had on board, which would differ from each other
a degree and an half, and fometimes more. I did not
obferve any difference in the variation between the N. W.
and S. E. parts of this land, except when we were at anchor
before Balade, where it was lefs than 10°; but this I did not
regard, as I found fuch an uniformity out at fea; and it is
there where navigators want to know the variation. While
we were on the N. E. coaft, I thought the currenss fet to S. E.,
and Weft or N. W. on the other fide ; but they are by no
means confiderable, and may, as probably, be channels of
tides, as regular currents. In the narrow channels which

divide the thoals, and thofe which communicate with the fea,

the tides run ftrong; but their rife and fall are inconfiderable,
not exceeding three feet and an half. The time of high
water, at the full and change, at Balade, is about fix o’clock ;
but at Botany Ifle we judged it would happen about ten or
eleven o’clock.

e
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C HAZP XL

Sequel of the Paflage from New Caledonia to New Zealand, |
with an account of the Difcovery of Norfolk Ifland ; and
the Incidents that happened while the Sbip lay in Queen
Charlotte’s Sound.

I~ HE wind continuing at S. W., W. S W,, and Weft,

blowing a frefh gale, and now and then fqualls, with
thowers of rain, we fteered to S. S. E., without meeting with

any remarkable occurrence till near noon on the6th, when it -

fell calm. Atthis time we were in the latirudeof 27° 50°S., lon-
gitude171° 43 Eaft. The calm continued rill noon the next day,-
during which time we obferved the variation to be 10° 33’ +
Eaft. Inow ordered the carpenters to work to caulk the decks.
As we had neither pitch, tar, nor rofin, left to pay the
feams, this was done with varnifh of pine, and afterwards
covered with coral fand, which made a cement far excceding
my expectation. In the afternoon, we had a boat in the
water, and fhottwo albatrofles, which were geefe to us. We
had feen one of this kind of birds the day before, gvhich
was the firft we obferved fince we had been wiﬂlf;l the
tropic. On the 7th, atone P. M. a breeze {prung up at South ;.

- {oon after it veered to, and fised at S. E. by S, and blew a

gentle gale, attended with pleafant weather.

We fretched to W. S. W., and next day at noon were
in the latitude of 28° 25/, longitude 170" 26’ Eaft. In the
“ 2 evening,

~
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evening, Mr. Cooper having ftruck a porpoife with a har-
poon, it was neceflary to bring to, and have two boats out,
before we could kill it, and get it on board. It was fix feet
long; a female of that kind, which-naturalifts call dolphin
of the antients, and which differs from the other kind of
porpoife in the head and jaw, having them long and
pointed. This had eighty-eight teeth in each jaw. The
haflet and lean fleth were to us a feaft. The latter was
a litle liverifh, but had not the leaft fithy tafte. It was
eaten roefted, broiled, and fryed, firft foaking it in warm
water. Indeed, little art was wanting to make any thing
frefh, palatable to thofe who had been living fo long
on falt meat.

We continued to ftretch to W. S. W. till the 1oth, when,
at day-break, we difcovered land, bearing S. W., which on
a nearer approach we found to be an ifland of good height,
and five leagues in circuit. I pamed it Norfolk Ifle, in
honour of the noble family of Howard. It is fituated in
the latitude of 29° 2’ 30" S. and longitude 168° 16! Eaft.
The latter was determined by lunar obfervations made on
this, the preceding, and following days; and the former,
by a good obfervation at noon, when we were about three
miles from the ifle. Soon after we difcovered the ifle, we
founded in twenty-two fathoms on a bank of coral fand;
after this we continued to found, and found not lefs than
twenty-two, or more than twenty-four fathoms (except near
the fhore), ind the fame bottom mixed with broken fhells.
After dinner, a party of us embarked in two boats, and
landed on the ifland, without any difficulty, behind fome
large rocks which lined part of the coaft, on the N. E.
fide.

U We
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o4 “We found it uninhabited, and were undoubtedly the
m firft that ever fet foot on it. We obferved many trees and
plants common at New Zealand; and, in particular, the

flax plant, which is rather more luxuriant here than in any

. part of that country; but the chief produce is a fort of
fpruce pine, which grows in great abundance, and to a

large fize, many of the trees being as thick, breaft high, as

two men could fathom,and exceedingly ftraight and tall. This

pine is of a fort between that which grows in New Zealand,

and that in New Caledonia ; the foliage differing fomething

from both ; and the wood not fo heavy as the former, nor

fo light and clofe-grained as the latter. It is a good deal

like the Quebec pine. For about two hundred yards from

the thore, the ground is covered fo thick with fhrubs and

plants, as hardly to be penetrated farther inland. The

woods were perfetly clear and free from underwood, and

the foil feemed rich and deep.

We found the fame kind of pigeons, parrots, and parro-
quets as ;n New Zealand, rails, and fome {mall birds. The
fea fowl are, white boobies, gulls, tern, &c. which breed
undifturbed on the fhores, and in the cliffs of the rocks.

On the ifle is freth water; and cabbage-palm, wood-forrel,
fow-thiftle, and famphire abounding in fome places on the
fhores, we brought on board as much of each fort as the
time we had to gather them would admit. Thefe cabbage-
trees or palms, were not thicker than a man’s leg, and from
ten to twenty feet high. They are of tie fame genus with
the cccoa-nut tree ; like it they have large pinnated leaves,
and are the fame as the fecond fort found in the northern
parts of New South Wales *.  The cabbage is, properly

® Vide Hawkefworth’s Yoyages, Vol 1II, Page 6:2a,

fpeak-
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fpeaking, the bud of the tree; cach tree producing but one
cabbage, which is at the crown, where the leaves {pring out,
and is inclofed in the ftem. The cutting off the cabbage ef-
fettually deftroys the tree ; fo that no more than one can be
had from the fame ftem. The cocoa-nut tree, and fome
others of the palm kind, produce cabbage as well as thefe.
This vegetable is not only wholefome, but exceedingly palat-
able, and proved the moft agreeable repaft we had for fome
time.

The coaft does not want fith., While we were on fhore,
the people in the boats caught fome which were excellent,
I judged that it was high water at the full and change, about
one o’clock ; and that the tide rifes and falls upon a perpen-
dicular about four or five feet.

The approach of night brought us all on board, when
we hoifted in the boats ; and ftretching to E. N. E. (with the
wind at S. E.) till midnight, we tacked, and {pent the re-
mainder of the night making fhort boards.

Next morning at fun-rife, we made fail, ftretching to
S.S. W., and weathered the ifland; on the fouth fide of which
lie two ifles, that ferve as roofting and breeding-places for
birds. On this, as alfo on the S. E. fide, is a fandy beach;
whereas moft of the other {hores are bounded by rocky cliffs
which have twenty and eighteen fathoms water clofe to them;
at leaft fo we found it on the N. E. fide, and with good an-
chcrage. A bank of coral fand, mized with fhells, on which
we found from nineteen to thirty-five or forty fathoms wa-
ter, furrounds the ifle, and extends, efpecially to the South,
feven leagues off. The morning we difcovered the ifland,
the
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the variation was found to be 13° ¢’ E.; but I think this ob-
fervation gave too much, as others, which we had both before
and after, gave 2° lefs.

After leaving Norfolk Ifle, I fteered for New Zealand, my
intention being to touch at Queen Charlotte’s Sound, to re-
freth my crew, and put the fhip in a condition to encounter
the fouthern latitudes.

On the 17th, at day-break, we faw Mdunt Egmont, which
was covered with everlafting fnow, bearing S. E. : E. Our
diftance from the fhore was about eight leagues, and, on
founding, we found feventy fathoms water, a muddy bottom.,
The wind foon fixed in the weftern board, and blew a freth
gale, with which we fteered S. S. E., for Queen Charlotte’s
Sound, with a view of falling in with Cape Stephens. At
noon Cape Egmont bore E. N, E,, diftant three or four leagues;
and though the mount was hid in the clouds, we judged
it to be in the fame direction as the Cape ; latitude obferved

us to clofe reef our top-fails, and ftrike top-gallant yards.
At laft we could bear no more fail than the two courfes, and
two clofe-reefed top-fails; and under them we ftretched
for Cape Stephens, which we made at eleven o'clock at night,

At midnight we tacked and made a trip to the North till
three o’clock next morning, when we bore away for the
found. At nine we hauled round Point Jackfon through a
fea which looked terrible, occafioned by a rapid tide, and a
high wind ; but as we knew the coaft, it did not alarm us.
At eleven o’clock we anchored before Ship Cove; the ftrong

flurries from off the land not permitting us to get in.
N

in
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In the afternoon, as we could not move the thip, I went
into the Cove, with the feine, to try to catch fome fith. The
. firft thing I did after landing, was to look for the bottle I left
hid when laft here, in which was the memorandum. It was
taken away; but by whom it did not appear. Two hauls
with the feine producing only four fmall fith, we, in fome
meafure, made up for this deficiency, by thooting feverat
birds, which the flowers in the garden had drawn thither,
as alfo fome old fhags, and by robbing the nefts of fome
young ones.

Being little wind next morning, we weighed and warped
the fhip into the Cove, and thefe moored with the two
bowers. We unbent the fails to repair them ; feveral having
been fplit, and otherwife damaged in the late gale. The
main and fore courfes, already worn to the very utmoft,
were condemned as ufelefs. I ordered the top-mafts to be
firuck and unrigged, in order to fix to them moveable chocks-
or knees, for want of which the treftle-trees were continu-~
ally breaking ; the forge to be fet up, to make bolts and re-
pair our iron-work ; and tents to be erected on'{hore for the
reception of a guard, coopers, fail-makers, &c. I likewife
gave orders that vegetables (of which there were plenty)
thould be boiled every morning with oat-meal and portable
broth for breakfaft, and with peas and broth every day for
dinner for the whole crew, over and above their ufual al-
lowance of falt meat.

In the afternoon, as Mr. Wales was fetting up his obferva-
tory, he difcovered that feveral trees, which were flanding
when we laft failed from this place, had been cut down with
faws and axes; and a few days after, the place where an obfer-
vatory, clock, &c. had been fet up, was alfo found, in a {pot

differenc
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om Mfmm that where:Mr. Wales had'placed his; "It was
. new.na longerto be doubted, that'the Adventure
w“’“" 9 h‘ad bgen in -this Cove after we had lefeit. '

 Thurfday 0. | Next day, winds foutherly ; hazy cloudy weather. Every
body went to work at their refpective emplayments, one of
which. was to caulk the fhip’s fides, 2 thing much. wanted.
The feams were paid with putty, made with. -cook’s fat and
chalk ; the gunner happening to have.a quanuty of the latter
on board. , .

Friday 21, - ‘The 21ft, wind foutherly, with continual rainss ;| -~ ~

Saerday 22:° The weather being fair in the afternoon of the g2d, accom-
panied by the botanifts, I vifited our -gardens on Motuara,
which we found almoft in a flate of nature, having been
wholly neglected by the inhabitants. Neverthelefs, many
articles were in a flourithing condition, and thewed how

~ well they liked the foil in which they were planted None .
- of the natives having yet made their appearance, we
‘made a fire on the point of:the ifland ; in hopes, if they faw
i the fmoke, they might be induced to come to us, '
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| Moniay 4,  Nothing remarkable happened till the 24th, when, in the
;i | morning, two canoes were feen coming down the found;
| but as foon as they perceived the thip, they retired behind s
gl a point on the weft fide. After breakfaft I went in a boat to
3 ' look for them; and as we proceeded along the fthore, we fhot
i} feveral birds. The report of the mufquets gave notice of
, : | our approach, and the natives difcovered themfelves in Shag
! }’ | Cove by hallooing to us; but as we drew near to their ha-

bitations, they all fled to the woods, except two or three men,
who ftood on a rifing ground near the thore, with their arms
in their hands. The moment we landed, they knew us.

Joy
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Joy then took place of fear ; and the reft of the natives hur-
ried out of the woods, and embraced us over and over again,
leaping and fkipping about like madmen; but I obferved
that they would not fuffet fome women, whom we faw at
a diftance, to come near us. After we had made them pre-
fents of hatchets, knives, and what elfe we had with us,
they gave us in return a large quantity of fith, which they
had juft caught. There were only a few amongft them
whofe faces we could recognife; and on our afking why they
were afraid of us, and inquiring for fome of our old ac-
quaintances by name, they talked much about killing,
which was fo varioufly underftood-by us, that we could ga-
ther nothing from it; fo that, after a fhort ftay, we took
leave, and went on board.

Next morning early, our friends, according to a promife
they had made us the preceding evening, paying us a vifit,
brought with them-a quantity of fine fith, which they ex-
changed for Otaheitean cloth, &c. and then returned to their
habitations.

On the 26th, we got into the after-hold four boat-load of
thingle ballaft, and ftruck down fix guns, keeping only fix
_on deck. Our good friends the natives having brought us
a plentiful fupply of fifh, afterwards went on fhore to the

. __tents, and informed our people there, that a fhip like ours

had beéerrtately- loft_in_the Strait; that fome of the people
got on fhore ; and that the natives ftole their cloaths, &c. for
which feveral were fhot; that afterwards, when they could
fire no longer, the natives having got the better, killed them
with their Patapatoes, and.eat them ; but that they themfelves
had no hand in the affair, which, they faid, happened at
Vanna Aroa, near chrawhxttc, on the other fide of the
Vor. 1L X Strait.
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Strait. One man faid it was two moons ago; but another
contradied him, and counted on his fingers about twenty .
or thirty days. They deferibed by ations how the fhip was.. .
beat to pieces, by going up and down againft the rocks, till
at laft it was all fcattered abroad.

The next day fome others told the fame ftory, or nearly to
he fame purport, and pointed over the Eaft Bay, which is
on the eaft fide of the Sound, as to the place where it happen-
ed. Thefe ftories making me very uneafy ibout the Adven-
ture, I defired Mr. Wales, and thofe on fhore, to let me know
if any of the natives fhould mention it again, or to fend
them to me; for I had not heard any thing from them my-
felf. When Mr. Wales came on board to dinner, he-found:
the very people who had told him the flory on fhore, and -
pointed them out to me. 1 inquired about the affair, and ;
endeavoured to come at the truth by every method 1 could
think of. Al T could get from them was, Cawrey (no); and
they not only denied every fyllable of what they had faid on
fhore, but feemed wholly ignorant of the matter; fo that I
began to think our people had mifunderftood them, and that
the ftory referred to fome of their own people and boats.

On the 28th, freth gales wefterly, and fair weather. We
rigged and fitted the top-mafts. Having gone on a thooting-
party to Weft Bay, we went to the place where 1 left the hogs
and fowls; but fawno veftiges.of them, nor of any body hav-
ing been there fince. In our return, having vifited the na-
tives, we got fome fith in exchange for trifles which we gave
them. As we were coming away, Mr. Forfter thought he
heard the fqueaking of a pig in the woods, clofe by their
habitations ; probably, they may have thofe 1 left with them
when laft here. In the evening, we got on board, with
abour

<
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about a dozen and an half of wild-fowl, fhags, and fea-pies. 1774
The fportfmen who had been out in the woods near the thip, "'J'.'N
were more fuccefsful among the fmall birds. Fridey 48

On the 29th and soth, nothing remarkable happened, ex- Suurdsy z5.
cept that in the evening of the latter all the natives left us. 3

The 31ft being a fine pleafant day, our botanifts went over Mondsy 31,
toLong Iland, where one of the-party faw a large black boar.
As it was defcribed to me, I thought it might be one of thofe . |
which Captain Furneaux left behind, and had been brought Bl
- over 1o this ifle by thofe who had it in keeping. Since they
did not deftroy thofe hogs when firft in their poffeffion, we
cannot fuppofe they will do it now ; fo that there is little
fear but that this country will, in time, be flocked with thefe
animais, both in a wild and domettic flate.

Next day, we were vifited by a number of firangers,- who T"i:g;bl«
came from up the Sound, and brought with them but little
fith. Their chief commodity was green ftone or talk, an:
article which never came to a bad market ; and fome of the
largeft pieces of it I had ever feen, were got this day.

_ On the zd, 1 went over to the eaft fide of the.Sound, and, Wednef z:
without meeting any thing remarkable, returned on board
in the evening, when I learnt that the fame people who vifit-
ed us the preceding day, had been on board moft of this,
with their ufual article of trade.

On the 3d, Mr. Picker{gill met with fome of the natives, Thuriday 3.
who related to him the ftory of a fhip being loft, and the
people being killed; but added, with great earneftnefs, it
was not done by them.

X 2 On
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On the 4th, fine pleafant weather. Moft of the natives
now retired up the Sound. Indeed, I had raken every gentle
method to oblige them to be gone ; for fince thefe new-comers
had been with us, our old friends had difappeared, and we
had been without fith. Having gone over to Long Ilfland,
to look for the hog which had been feen there, I found it to
be one of the fows left by Captain Furneaux; the fame that
was in the pofleflion of the natives when we were laft here.
From a fuppofition of its being a boa?, I had carried over a
fow to leave with him ; but on fe¢ing my miftake, brought
her back, asthe leaving-her there would anfwer no end.

Early in the morning of the sth, our old friends made us
a vifit, and brought a feafonable fupply of fith. At the fame
time I embarked in the Pinnace, with Meflrs. Forfters -and
Spearman, in order to proceed up the Sound. I was defirous
of finding the termination of it ; or rather of feeing if I could

- find any paflage out to fea by the S. E., as I fufpected from
* - fome difcoveries 1 had made when firft here. In our way

up, we met with fome fithers, of whom we made the ne-
ceflary inquiry; and they all agreed that there was no paf-
fage to fea by the head of the Sound. As we proceeded, we,
fome time after, met a canoe conducted by four men coni-
ing down the Sound. Thefe confirmed what the others had
faid, in regard to there being no paflage to fea the way we
were going; but gave us to underftand that there was one
to the Eaft, in the very place where I expected to find it. I
now laid afide the {cheme of going to the head of the Sound,
and proceeded to this arm, which is on the S. E. fide, about

four or five leagues above the Ifle of Motuara. T

A little within the entrance on the S. E. fide, at a place

called Kotieghenooee, we found a large fettlement of the na-
7 tives.
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tives. The chief, whofe name was Tringo-boohee, and his
people, whom we found to be fome of thofe who had lately
been on board the fhip, received us with great courtefy.
They feemed to be pretty numerous both here and in the
neighbourhood. Our ftay with them was fhort, as the in-
formation they gave us encouraged us to purfue the object
we had in view. Accordingly we proceeded down the arm
E. N. E. and E. by N,, leaving feveral fine coves on both fides,
and at laft found it to open into the8trait by a channel about
a mile wide, in which ran out a ftrong tide ; having alfo ob-
ferved one fetting down the arm, all the time we had becn
in it. It was now about four o’clock in the afternoon ; and
in le(s than an hour after, this tide ceafed, and was fucceed-
ed by the flood, which came in with equal ftrength.

The outlet lies S. E. by E. and N. W. by W.; and nearly
in the dire&ion of E. S. E. and W. N. W. from Cape Terra-
whitte. We found thirteen fathoms water a little within the
entrance, clear ground. It feemed to me that a leading
wind was neceffary to -go in and out of this paflage, on ac-
count of the rapidity of the tides. I, however, had but
lictle time to make obfervations of this nature, as night was
at hand, and I had refolved to return on board. - On that
account, I omitted vifiting a large Hippa, or firong-hold, builc
on an elevation on the north fide, and about a2 mile or two
~ within the entrance. The inhabitants of it, by figns, invited
us to go to them ; but, without paying any regard to them,
we proceeded directly for the fhip, which we reached by ten
o'clock, bringing with us fome fith we had got from the
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nativcs, and a few birde we had fhot. Amongft the latter -

were fome of the fame kind of ducks we found in Dufky Bay;

and we have reafon to believe that they are all to be mct with
here.
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here. For the natives knew them all by the drawings, and
had a particular name for each.

On the 6th, wind at N. E., gloomy weather with rain. Our
old friends having taken up their abode near us, one of
them, whofe name was Pedero (a man of fome note), made
me a prefent of a ftaff of honour, fuch"as the chiefs gene-
rally carry. In return, I drefled him in a fuit of old clothes, -
of which he was not a little proud. He had a fine perfon,
and a good prefence, and nothing but his colour diftinguith-
ed him from an European. Having got him, and another,
into a communicative mood, we began to inquire of them
if the Adventure had been there during my abfence; and
they gave us to underftand, in a manner which admitted of
no doubt, that, foon after we were gone, the arrived, that
the flaid between ten and twenty days, and had been gone
ten months. They likewife aflerted that neither the, nor any
other thip, had been firanded on the coaft, as had been re-
ported. This affertion, and the manner in which they re-

lated the coming and going of the Adventure, made me

eafy about her; but did not wholly fet afide our fufpicions

of a difafter having happened to fome other firangers. Be-~
fides what has been already related, we had been told that

a thip had lately been here, and was gone to a place called

Terato, which is on the north fide of the Strait.  Whether this

flory related to the former or no, I cannot fay. Whenever I

queftioned the natives about it, they always denied all know-
ledge of it ; and for fome time paft, had avoided mentioning
it. It was but a few days before, that one man received a
box on the ear for naming it to fome of our people.

After breakfaft, I took a number of hands over to Long-
Ifland, in order to catch the fow, to put her to the boar, and
remove




remove her to-fome other place; but we réturnéd without N;zz:&r
fecing her. Some of the natives had been there not long s
before us, as their fires were yet burning; and they had *"*
undoubtedly taken her away. Pedero dined with us, eat of

every thingat table; and drank more wine than any one of us,

without being in the leaft affetted by it.

The ~th, frefh gales at'N. E., with continual rain. Monday 7.

The 8th, fore-part rain, remainder fair weather. We put Tueldsy 8.

two pigs, a boar and a fow, on {hore, in the cove next with-
out Cannibal Cové; fo that it is hardly poffible all the me-
thods I have taken to flock this country with thefe animals
fhould fail. We had alfo reafon to believe that fome of the
cocks and hens which I left here fill exifted, although we
had not feen any of them; for an hen’s egg was, fome days
before, found in the woods almoft new laid.

On the gth, wind wefterly or N. W., fqually, with rain. In Wedaef gu
the morning we unmoored, and thifted our birth farther
out of the cove, for the more ready getting to fea the nexe
morning ; for, at prefent, the caulkers had not finithed the
fides, and till this work was done we could not fail. Our
friends having brought us a very large and feafonable fup~
ply of fith, I beftowed on Pedero a prefent of an empty oil-
jar, which made him as happy as a prince. Soon after, he
and his party left the cove, and retired to their proper place
of abode, with all the treafure they had received from us. 1
believe that they gave away many of the things they, at dif-
ferent times, got from us, to their friends, and neighbours, or
elfe parted with them to purchafe peace of their more
powerful enemies; for we never faw any of our prefents.
after they were once in their pofleflion; and every time we
vifited them they were as much in want of Datchets, nails,
' &e.
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&c. to ﬂl appearance, as if they never had had any among

them, o

I am fatisfied that the people in this Sound, who are, upon
the whole, pretty numerous, are under no regular form of
government, or {o united as to form one body politic. The
head of each tribe, or family, feems to be refpe@ed; and
that refpe may, on fome occafions, command obedience;

but I doubt if any amongft them have either a right or
power to enforce it. The day we were with Tringo-boohee,

the people came from all parts to fee us, which he endea-
voured to prevent. But though he went fo far as to throw
ftones at feme, 1 obferved that very few paid any regard
either to his words or actions; and yet this man was fpoken
of as a chief of fome note. I have, before, made fome re-
marks on.the evils attending thefe people for want of union
among themfelves; and the more I was acquainted with
them, the more I found it to be fo. Notwithftanding they

are cannibals, they are naturally of a good difpofition, and
have not a little humanity. 4

In the afternoon a party of us went afhore into one of the
coves, where were two families of the natives varioufly
employed ; fome fleeping, fome making mats, others roaft-
ing fith and fir reots, and one girl, I obferved, was heating
of ftones. Curious to know what they were for, I remained
near her. As foon as the ftones were made hot, fthe took
them out of the fire, and gave them to an old woman, who

. was fitting in the hut. She placed them in a heap, laid over

them a handful of green cellery, and over that a coarfe mat,
and then fquatted herfelf down, on her heels, on the top of
all; thus making a kind of Dutch warming-pan, on which
the fatas clofe as a hare on her feat. I fhould hardly have

mentioned
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mentioned this operation, if Thad thought it had no other view
than to warm the old woman’s backfide. 1 rather fuppofe it
was intended to cure fome diforder fhe might have on her,
which the fteams arifing from the green ccllery might be a
fpecific for. 1 was led 1o think {o by there being hardly any
cellery in the place, we flaving gathered it long before; and
grafs, of which there was great plenty, would have kept the
flones from burning the mat full as well, if that had been
all that was meant. Befides, the woman looked to me fickly,
and not in a good ftate of health.-

Mr. Wales, from time to time communicated to me the ob-
fervations he bad made in this Sound for determining the
longitude, the mean refults of which give 174° 25' 7"/ Eaft,
for the bottom of Ship Cove, where the obfervations were
made; and the latitude of it is 41° §' §6" 7 South. In my
chart, conflitured in my former voyage, this place is laid
down in 184° 54’ 30" Weft, equal to 175° §' 30" Eaft. The
error of the chart is therefore, 0° 40’ 0", and ncarly equal to
what was found at Dufky Bay; by which it appears that
the whole of Tavdi-poenammoo, is laid down 40’ too far
Eaft in the faid chart, as well as in tlre journal of the voy-
age. But the error in Eahei-no-mauwe, is not more than
half a degree, or thirty minutes; becaufe the diftance be-
tween Queen Charlotie’s Sound and Cape Pallifer has been
found to be greater by 10’ of longitude than it is laid down
in the chart. I mention thefe errors, not from a fear that
they will affe&t either navigation or geography, but becaufe
I have no doubt of their exiftence ; for, from the muhitude
of obfervations which Mr. Wales took, the fituation of few
parts of the world is better afcertained than Queen Char-
lotte’s Sound. Indeed, I might, with equal truth, fay the
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fame of all the other places where we made any ftay; for
Mr. Wales, whofc abilities are equal to his afliduity, doft no
one obfervation that could poffibly be obtained. Even the
fituation of thofe iflands which we pafled without touching
at them, is, by means of Kendal’s watch, determined with
almoft equal accuracy. ‘The error of the watch from Ora-
heite to this place was only 43’ 39" ; in longitude, reckoning
at the rate it was found to go ar, at that ifland and at Tanna;™
but by reckoning at the rate it was going when laft at Queen
Charlotte’s Sound, and from the time of our leaving it, to
our return to it again, whicli*%as near a year, the error
was 19’ 31", 25 in time, or 4° 52’ 48} in longitude. This
error cannot be thought great, if we confider the length
of time, and that we had gone over a fpace equal to up-
wards of three-fourths of the equatorial circumference of
the earth, and through all the climates and latitudes from
° to 71°. Mr. Wales found its rate of going here to be that
of gaining 12", 576, on mean time, per day. |

The mean refult of all the obfervations he made for
afcertaining the variation of the compafs and the dip of
the fouth end of the needle, the three feveral times we had
been here, gave 14° ¢’ + Eaft for the former; and-64° 36" 3
for the latter. He alfo found, from very accurate obferva-
tions, that the time of high-water preceded the moon’s
fouthing, on the full and change days, by three hours; and
that the greateft rife and fall of the water was five feet ten
inches and an half; but there were evident tokens on the
beach, of its having rifen two feet higher than it ever did in
the courfe of his experiments. -

@.
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From leaving New Zealand to our Return to
o England.A

CHAP L

Tke Run from New Zealand to Terra del Fuego, with the
‘ Range from Cape Defeada to Chrifimas Sound, and De-
Jeription of that Part of the Coafl.

¢

T day-break on the 1oth, with a fine breeze at _—
: A W. N. W. we weighed and ftood out of the Sound; November.

and, after getting round the Two Brothers, fteered Tratisy 1o
for Cape Campbell, which is at the S. W. entrance of the
Strait, all fails fet, with a fine breeze at North. At four in
the afternoon, we pafled the Cape, at the diftance of four or
five leagues, and then fleered S. S. E. . E. with the wind at
N. W, a gentle gale, and cloudy weather. ,

Y2 Next
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Next morning, the wind veered. round by the Weft to-
South, and forcced us more to.the Eaft than I'intended. At
feven o'clock in the evening, the-fnowy mountains bore W.
by S., and Cape Pallifer North + Weft, diftant fixteen or
feventeen- leagues ;. fromr which:Cape I, for the third time,
took my departure. After a few hours calm, a. breeze
fpringing up at North, we fteered S. by E., all fails fer, with_
a view of geuing into the latitude of 54° or 55°; my inten-.
tion being to crofs this vaft ocean nearly in thefe parallels,
and fo.as to pafs over thofe parts which were left unexplored:

the preceding fummer.

In the morning of the 12th, the wind increafed to a fine -
gale ; atnoon we obferved in latitude 43° 13’ 30" S., longitude -
176° 41" Eaft; an extraordinary fith of the whale kind was
feen, which fome called a fea monfter.. I did not fee it my-.

- felf. In the afternoon, our old. companions, the pintado

Surday 13,

Monday 14.

pcterels began to appear.

On the 13th, in the morning, the wind veered to W. S. W.
At feven, feeing- the appearance of land to the S. W., we
haailed up towards it, and foon found it to be a fog-bank.
Afterwards we fteered S. E. by S. and foen afrer faw a feal.
At noon, latitude, by account, 44° 25, longitude 177° 3.’
Eaft. Foggy weather, which continued all the afternoon.
At fix in the evening the wind veeredto N. E. by N, and
increafed to a frefh gale, -attended with thick huy weather ;_
courfe fteered S. E. . S.

On the 14th, A. M,, faw. another feal. At noon, latitude
45° 54, longitude 179° 29’ Eaft..

On the 15th A. M. the wind veéred‘ to tbe'weftward;

the fog cleared away, but the weather continued cloudy. At
noon,
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noen, latitude 47° 30/, longitude 178° 19’ Weft; for, having
pafled the meridian of 180° Eaft, I now reckon my longi-
mde Weft of the firft meridian, viz. Greenwich. In the
evening heard penguine, and the next morning faw fome
fea or rock-weed. At noon a freth gale from the Weft and
fine weather. Latitude obferved 49° 33, longitude 175° 31
Weft. ; \ - ‘

_ Next morning freth.gales and  hazy weather; faw a feal
and feveral pieces of weed. At poon, latitude 51° 12, lon-
gitude 173° 17’ Weft. The wind veered to the North and
N. E. by N;, blew a ftrong gale by fqualls, which {plit an old

‘top-gallant {ail, and obliged us to double reef the top-fails;.

but in the evening the wind moderated, and veered to- W. N.
W., when we loofed a reef, out of each topfail; and found
the variation of the compafs'to be g° 52’ E., being then in the
latitude 51° 47', longitude 172° 21’ W. dnd the next morning

the 18th, in the latitude of §2° 25’, longitude 170° 45" Wett, it

was 10° 26’ Eaft. Towards noon, had moderate ‘but cloudy
weather, and a great fwell from the Weft: fome penguins
and-pieces of fea-weed feen.

On the 1gth, fteered E. S. E., with 2 very frefth gale at
North, hazy dirty weather. At noon, latitude 53° 43/, longi-
tude 166° 15° Weft. ‘ "

On the 20th, fteered E. by 8., with a2 moderate breeze at
North, attended with thick hazy weather. At noon, latitude
54° &, longitude 162° 18’ Weft.” &

On the 21ift, winds moflly from the N. E., a freth gale at-
tended with thick, hazy, dirty weather. Courfe S. E. by S.;
latitude, at noon, 55° 31, longitude 16c° 29'; abundance of
blue peterels and fome penguins feen.. ‘

Freth
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Freth gales at N. W. by N.and N. by’ W., and hazy till
towards noon of the 22d, when the weather cleared up, and
we obferved in latitude §5° 48' South, longitude 156° 56’
Weft. In the afternoon had a few hours calm; after that,
the wind came at S. S. E. and S. E. by S. a light breeze, with
which we fteered Eaft northerly. In the night the aurora
auftralis was vifible, but very faint, and no ways remark-

able.

Onthe 2134, in the latitude of 55° 46’ South, longitude 156°
13’ Weft, the variation was 9° 42’ Eaft. We had a calm from

“ten in the morning till fix in the evening, when a breeze

o
*,

Thar(day 24. ‘

Friday 25,

Saterday 26,

Sarday z7.

fprung up at Weft; ac firft it blew a gentle gale, but after-

~*% - wards frethened. Our courfe was now E. ;N.-
" On the z4th, a freth breeze at N.W.by W. and N. by W. -

At noon, 1n latitude 55° 38’ South, Iiongitude 153° 37 Weft,

“foggy in the night, but next day had a fine gale at N. W,

attended with clear pleafant weather; courfe fteered E. by
N. In the evening, being in the latitude of 55° 8’ South,
{ongitude 148° 10' Weft, the variation, by the mean of two
compafles, was 6° 35" 1 Eaft.

Having a fteady frefh gale ar N. N. W. on the 26th and
27th, we fteered I'aft; and at noon on the latter were in
latitude 55° 6’ South, longitude 138° 56’ Weft.

I now gave up all hopes of*finding any more land in this
ocean, and came to a refolution to fteer directly for the weft
cntrance of the Straits of Magathiiens. witha view of coafting
the out, or fouth fide of Terra del Fuego, round Cape Horn,
to the Strait Le Mairé. As the world has but a very imper-
fet knowledge of this fhore, I thought the coafting of it
would be of more advantage, both to navigation and to geo-

4 graphy,
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graplry, than any thing I could expeé'tutdwﬁhd.iﬁ a higher
latitude. In the afternoon of this day, the wind blew in
fqualls, and carried away the main top-gallant maft.

A very ftrong gale northerly, with hazy rainy weather, on
the 28th, obliged us to double reef the fore and main top-
_fail, to hand the mizzen top-fail, and get down the fore top=~
gallant yard. In the morning, the bolr rope of the main
top-fail broke, and occafioned the fail to be fplit. I have
obferved that the ropes to all our fails, the fquare fails efpe-
cially, are not of a fize and ftrength fufficient to wear out
the canvafs. At noon, latitude 55° 20’ South, longitude 134°
16' Weft, a great fwell from N. W.; albatroffes and blue pe-
erels feen.

Next day towards noon, the wind abating, we loofed all
the reefs out of the top-fails, rigged another top-gallant maft,
and gor the yards acrofs. P. M. little wind, and hazy wea-
ther; at midnight calm, that continued till noon the next
day, when a breeze fprung up at Eaft, with which we
firetched to the northward. At this time we were in the
latitude 55° 32’ South, longitude 128° 45’ Weft ; fome alba-
trofles and peterels feen. At eight P. M. the wind veering
to N. E. we tacked and ftood to E. S. E.

On the 1ft of December, thick hazy weather, with driz-
ling rain, and a moderate breeze of wind, which, at three
oclock P. M. fell to a calm; at this time in latitude
s5° 41’ South, longitude 127° 5' Weft. After four hours
calm, the fog cleared away, and we got a wmd at S. E. with
which we ftood N. E.

Next day, a frefh breeze at S. E. and hazy foggy weather;
except a few hours in the morning, when we found the va-
riation
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riation to be 1° 28 Eaft. Latitude 55° 17, longitude
125° 41° Weft. The varniation after this, was fuppofed to
increafe; for on the 4th, in the morning, being in la-
titude §3° 21, longitude 121° 31’ Weft, it was 3° 16 Eaft;
in the evening, in latitude §3° 13, longitude 119° 46’ Wef,
it--was 3° 28’ Eaft; and on the sth, at fix o’clock in the
evenmg, in lantude 53° 8, longuudc I 5 58 Weﬁ u was
4° 1’ Eaft. T

For more than twenty-four hours, having had a fine galc
at South ; this enabled us to fteer Eaft, with very little de-
viation to the North ; and the wind now altering to S. W. and
blowing a ftecady freth breeze, we continued to fteer Eaft,
inclining a little to South.

On the 6th, had fome fnow fhowers. In ‘the evening,
being in latitude 53° 13, longitude 111° 12/, the varia-

tion was 4° 58’ Eaft; and the next morning, being in lati- .

tude ;8° 16, longitude 109° 33/, it was §° 1’ Eaft.

The wind was now at Weft,a fine pleafant gale, fometimes
with fhowers of rain. Nothing remarkable happened,
till the oth, at noon, when being in the latitude of 53° 37,

longitude 103° 44’ Weft, the wind veered to N. E., and af-

terwards came infenfibly round to the South, by the E., and
S. E., artended with cloudy hazy weather, and fome fhowers

.

of rain.

On the 10th, a little before noon, latitude §4°, longitude
102° 7' Weft, pafled a fmall bed of {fca-weed. In the after-
noon the wind veered toS. W., blew a frcth gale, attended
with dark cloudy weather. - We ftccred Eaft half a point

North ; and the next day, at fix in the evening, being in la-
by titude
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titude 53° 35', longitude 95° 52’ Weft, the variation was _1774.

9° 58 Eaft, Many and various forts of albatroffes abdfxt m

the thip.

On the 12th, the wind veered to the Weft, N. W and in Monday 12
the evening to North; and, at laft, left us t0 a calm That
continued tilt midnight, when we got a breeze at South;
which, foon after, veering to, and fixing at, Weft, we fteered
Eaft; and on the 14th in the morning, found the variation wednet, 1.
to be 13° 25’ Eaft, latitude 53° 25, longitude 87° 53’ Weft;
and in the afternoon, being in the fame latitude, and the
longitude of 86° 2' 'Weft, it was 15° 3’ Eaft, and increafed
in fuch a manner, that on the 1sth, in the latitude of Tharfday 15.
53° 30, longitude 82° 23’ Weft, it was 17° Eaft; and the nexy
evening, in the latitude of §3° 25, longitude 78° 40/, it was
17° 38' Eaft. About this time, we faw a penguin and a piece
of weed ; and the next morning, a feal and fome diving pe-
terels. For the three laft days, the wind had been at Weft,
a fteady freth gale, attended, now and then, with thowers of
rain or hail. :

Friday 16.

At fix in the morning of the 17th, being nearly in the saurday 15,

fame latitude as aboye, and in the longntude of 77° 10’ Weft,

the variation was 18° 33’ Eaft; and in the afternoon it was

21° 38, being at that time in latitude 53° 16’ S, longitude

75° 9’ Weft. In the morning, as well as in the afternoon,

I took fome obfervations to determine the longitude by the

watch; and the refults, reduced to noon, gave 76 18’ 30"

- Weft. At the fame time, the longitude, by my reckoning, .

was 76° 17' Weft. But I have reafon to think, that we were”’

about half a degree more to the Weft than cither the®

one or the other; our latitude, at the fame time, was

53°21' S, .
Vor. IL Z We
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We ftcered E. by N. and E. ; N. all this'day, under all
the fail we could carry, with a fine freth galeat N. W.by W,
in expectation of feeing the land before night;, but not
making it till ten o'clock, we took in the ftudding-fails,
top-gallant fails, and a reef in each top-fail, and fteered
E. N. E, in order to make fure of falling in with Cape
Defeada. ’ '

Two hours after, we made the land, extending from
N. E. by N. to E. by S. about fix leagues diftant. On this
difcovery, we wore and brought to, with the thip’s head to
the South; and having founded, found feventy-ﬁve fa-
thoms water, the bottom ftone and fhells. The land now
before us could be no other than the weft coaft of Terra del
Fuego, and near the weft entrance to the Straits of Ma-
galhacns. T ‘

As this was the firft run that had been made direétly
acrofs this ocean, in a high fouthern latitude *, I have been
a little particular in noting every circumftance that ap-
peared in the lealt material: And, after all, [ muft obferve
that I never made a paflage, any where of fuch length, or
even much fhorter, where fo few interefling circumitances
cccurred. For, if 1 extept the variation of the compafs, I
know of nothing clfe worth notice. The weather had been

. N

neither unufually flormy nor cold.  Before we arrived in
the latitude of 397, the mercury in the thermometer fell
gradually trom fixty to fifty ; and afier we arrived in the la-
titude of s3°, it was generally between forty-feven and

forty-five; once or twice it fell to forty-three. Thefe obfer-

vations were madc at noon.
I have now done with the Southern Pacific Ocean; and
flatter my{clf that no onc will think that I have left it unex-

* iz rotto be fuppefed that I eould know at this time, thit the Adveniure had made the
e g€ osColIC e,

lae]

plored;
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plored;; or that more could have been done, in one wvoy-
age, towards obtaining that end, than has been done in
this. ’ :

Soon after we left New Zealand, Mr. Wales contrived,
and fixed up, an inftrument, which very accurately mea-
fured the angle the fhip rolled, when failing large and in a
great fea; and that in which fhe lay down, when failing
upon a wind. The greateft angle he obferved her to roll
was 38°. This was on the 6th of this month, when the fca
was not unufually high; fo that it cannot be reckoned the
greateft roll the had made. The moft he obferved her to
heel or lie down, when failing upon a. wind, was 18°; and
this was under double-reefed top-fails and courfes.

On the 18th, at three in the morning, we founded again,
and found one hundred and ten fathoms, the fame bottom
as before. 'We now made fail with a frefth gale at N. W, and
fteered S. E. by E. along the coaft. It extended from Cape
Defeada, which bore North 7° Eaft, to E. S. E. ; a pretty high
ragged ifle, which lies near a league from the main, and S,
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18° E. fix leagues from Cape Defeada, bore N. 49° E. diftant .

four leagues; and it obtained the name of Landfall. At
four o'clock, we were North and South of the high land of
Cape Defeada, diftant about nine leagues; fo that we faw
none of the low rocks faid to lic off it. The latitude of this
Cape is about 53°S., longitude 74° 40’ Weft.

Continuing to range the coaft, at about two leagues
diftance, at eleven o'clock we pafled a projecting point,
which I called Cape Gloucefter. It fhews 2 round furface
of confiderable height, and has much the appearance of
being anifland. It lies S. S. E. 1 E. diftant [eventeen leagues

Z 2 from
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fromr‘t.\hve ifle of Landfall. The coaft between them forms
two bays, ftrewed with rocky iflots, rocks, and breakers.
The coaft appeared very broken with many inlets; or

" rather it feemed to be compofed of a number of iflands.

The land is very mountainous, rocky, and barren, fpotted,
here and there, with tufts of wood, and patches of fnow.
At noon Cape Gloucefter bore North, diftant eight miles,
and the moft advanced point of land to the S. E.,, which we
judged to be Cape Noir, bore S.E. by 8., diftant feven or
eight leagues. Latitude obferved 54° 13’ S. Longitude,
made from Cape Defeada, 54’ Eaft. From Cape Gloncefter,
off which lies a fmall rocky ifland, the diretion of the
coaft is nearly S. E; but to Cape Noir, for which we
fteered, the courfe is 8. S. E., diftant about ten leagues.

At three o'clock, we pafled Cape Noir, which is a fteep rock
of confiderable height, and the S. W. point of a large ifland
that feemed to lie detached, a league, or a league and a half,
from the mainland. The Iand of the Cape, when at a diftance
from it, appeared to be anifland disjoined from the other; but,
on a nearer approach, we found it conne¢ted by a low neck
of land. At the point of the Cape are two rocks; the one
peaked like a fugar-loaf, the other not fohigh, and fhewing
a rounder furface; andS. by E., two leagues from the Cape,,
are two other rocky iflots. This Cape is fituated in the lati-
tude of 54° 30’ S, longitude 73° 33’ Weft.

After pafling the two iflots, we fteered E. S. E., crofling the:
great bay of St. Barbara. We but juft faw the land in the
bottom of it; which could not be lefs than feven or eight
leagues from us. There was a fpace, lying in the direction
of E.N. E. from Cape Noir, where no land was to be feen:
this may be the Channel of St. Barbara, which opens into the

Straits
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Straits of Magalhaens as mentioned, by Frezier. We found
the Cape to agree very well with his defcription; which
thews that he laid down the channel from good me-
moirs. At ten o’clock, drawing near the S. E. point of the
bay, which lies nearly in the direction of S. 60° Eaft from
Cape Noir, eighteen leagues diltanr, we fhortencd fail, and
{pent the night ftanding off and on.

At two o’clock in the morning of the 1gth, having made
fail, we fteered S. F. by E. along the coaft, and foon paffed
the S. E. point of the Bay of St. Barbara, which I called
Cape Defolation ; becaufe near it commenced the moft defo-
late and barren country I ever faw. It is fituated in the lati-
tude of 5:° ¢35 South, longitude 72° 12’ Weft. About four
leagues to the Eaft of this Cape is a deep inlet, at the en-
trai.ce of which lies a pretty large ifland, and fome others
of lefs note. Nearly in this fituation fome charts place a
channel leading into the Straits of Magalhaens, under the
name of Straits of Jelouzel. At tem o’clock, being about-a
league and an half from the land, we founded, and found
fixty tathoms water, a bottom of {fmall flones and fhells.

The wind, which had been freth at N. by W., began to
abate, and at noon it fell calm, when we obferved in latitude

55° 20" South, longitude made from Cape Defeada 3° 24’ E.

In this fituation we were about three leagues from the neareft
fhore, which was that of an ifland. This I named Gilbert
Ile, after my mafter. Itis nearly of the fame height with
the reft of the coaft, and fhews a furface compofed of feveral
pcaked rocks unequally high. A little to the S. E. of it are
fome {maller iflands, and, without them, breakers.

<1 have before obferved that this is the moft defolate coaft I
ever faw. It feems entirely compofed of rocky mountains
8 without
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without the leaft appearance of vegetation. Thefe moun=
tains terminate in horrible precipices, whofe craggy fum-
mits {pire up to a vaft height; fo that hardly any thing-in
Nature can appear with a more barren and favage afpect,
than the whole of this country.” The inland mountains were
covered with fnow, but thofe on the fea-coaft werc not. We
judged the former to belong to the main of Terra del Fuego,
and the latter to be iflands, fo ranged as apparently to form
a coaft.

After three hours calm, we got 2 breeze at S. E. by E., and
having made a fhort trip to South, ftood in for theland; the
moft advanced point of which, that we had in fight, bore
Eaft, diftant ten leagues. This is a lofty promontory, lying
E.S. E,, nineteen leagues from Gilbert Iile, and fituated in
latitude 55° 26’ South, longitude 70° 25’ Weft. Viewed from
the fituation we now were in, it terminated in two high
towers ; and, within them, a hill fhaped like a fugar-loaf.
This wild rock therefore obtained the name of York Miniter.
Two leagues to the weftward of this head, appeared a large
inlet, the weft point of which we fetched in with, by nine
o’clock, when we tacked in forty-one fathoms water, half a
league from the fhore; to the-weftward of this inlet, was
another, with feveral iflands lying in the entrance.

During the night between the 19th and 20th, we had little
wind eafterly, which in the morning vecred to N. E. and
N. N. E, but it was too faint to be of ufe; and at ten, we had
a calm, when we obferved the fhip to drive from off the
fhore out to fea. We had made the fame obfervation the
day before. This'muft have been occafioned by a current;
and the meliing of the fnow increafing, the infand waters
will caufe a fircam to run out of moft of thele inlets. At

I noon,
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noon, we obferved in latitude 55° 39’ 30" S.,, York Mintfter

then bearing N. 15°E., diftant five leagues ; and Round-hill,

juft peeping above the horizon, which we judged to belong

to the ifles of Saint Ildefonfo, E. 25° S., ten or eleven leagues

diftant.* At ten o’clock, a breeze fpringing up at E. by S, I
took this opportunity to ftand in for the land, being defirous
of going into one of the many ports which feemed open to
receive us, in order to take a view of the country, and to
recruit our fock of wood and water.

In ftanding in for an opening, which appeared .on the
eaft fide of York Minfter, we had forty, thirty-feven, fifty,
and fixty fathoms water, a bottom of {fmall ftones and fhells.
When we had the laft foundings we were nearly in the
middle betwecn the two points that form the entrance to
the inlet, which we obferved to branch into two arms, both
of them lying in nearly North, and disjoined by an high
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rocky point. e ftood for the eaftern branch as being clear

of iflots; and after pafling a black'rocky one, lying without
the point juft mentioned, we founded and found no bottom
with a line of an hundred and feventy fathoms. This was
altogether unexpe&ed, and a circumftance that would not

have been regarded if the brecze had continued; but, ar

this time, it fell calm, fo that it was niot poflible to extricate
ourfclves from this difagreeable fituation. Two boats were
hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow; but they would have
availed littde, had not a brecze {prung up about cight
o'clock, at S. W., which put it in my power cither to fland
out to fca, or up the inlet. Prudence {feemed to point out
the former ; but the defire of finding a good port, and of
learning fomething of the country, getting the better of
every other confideration, I refolved to fland in; and, as

night
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night was approaching, our fafety depended on getting to

an anchor. With this view we continued to found, but al-
ways had an unfathomable depth.

Hauling up under the eaft fide of the land which divided
the two arms, and feeing a fmall cove a-head, I fent a boat
to found; and we kept as near the fhore as the flurries
from the land would permit, in order to be able to get in-
to this place, if there fhould be anchorage. The boat foon
returned, and informed us that there was thirty and
twenty-five fathoms water, a full cable’s length from the
thore. Here we anchored in thirty fathoms, the bottom
fand and broken fhells; and carried out a kedge and haw-

fer, to fteady the fhip for the night.
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AND ROUND THE WORLD.

"CHAP IL

'I?‘anﬁf?iom in Chriffmas Sound, with an Account of the
Country and its Inbabitants.

HE morning of the 21ft was calm and pleafant. After

breakfaft, I fet out with two boats to look for a more
fecure ftation. We no fooner got round, or above the point,
under which the thip lay, than we found a cove in which
was anchorage in thirty, twenty, and fifteen fathoms, the
bottom ftones and fand. At the head of the cove was a
flony beach, a valley covered with wood, and a ftream of
freth water; fo that there was every thing we could expect
to find in fuch a place, or rather more; for we fhot three
geefe out of four that we faw, and caught fome young
ones, which we afterwards let go. M

. After difcovering, and founding this cove,I*fent Lieute-
nant Clerke, who commanded the other boat, on board, with
orders to remove the fhip into thig place, while I proceeded
farther up the inlet. T prefently faw that the land we
were under, which disjoined the WO arms, as mentioned
- before, was an ifland, at the north'end of which the two
channels united. After this, I haftened-'on board, and
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found every thing in readinefs to weigh; which was ac-= .-~

cordingly done, and all the boaté fent a-head to towmshe
thip round the point. But, at that moment, a light breeze
came in from the fea too fcant two fill our fails; fo'that we
were obliged to drop the anchor again, for fear of falling

Vor. II. Aa . .a upon
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upon the point, and to carry out a kedge to windward.
That being done, we hgve up the anchor, warped up to,
and weighed the kedge, and proceeding round the point
under our flay-fails, there anchored with the beft bower, in
twenty fathoms; and moored with the other bower, which
lay to the North, in thirteen fathoms. In this pofition we
were fhut in from the fea by the point above mentioned,
which was in one with the extremity of the inlet to the Eaft.
Some iflots, off the next point above us, covered us from the
N. W,, from which quarter the wind had the greateft fetch;
and our diftance from the fhore was about one third of a
mile. >

Thus fituated, we went to work, to clear a place to fill
water, to cut wood, and to fet up a tent for the reception of
a guard, which was thought neceflary; as we had already
difcovered, that, barren as this country is, it was not without

people, though we had not yet feen any. Mr. Wales alfo

got his obfervatory and inftruments on fhore; but it was
with the greateft difficulty he could find a place of fufficient
ftability, and clear of the mountains, which every where
furrounded us, to fet them up in; and at laft he was obliged
to content himfelt with the top of a rock, not more than
nine feet over.

Next day I fent Licutenants Clerke and Pickerfgill, accom-
panicd by fome of the other officers, to examine and draw a
tketch of the channel on the other fide of the ifland; and I
went myfelf in another boat, accompanied by the botanifts,
to furvey the northern parts of the found. In my way, I
landed on the point of a low ifle covered with herbage, part
of which had been lately burnt; we likewife faw a hur;
figns fufficient that people were in the neighbourhood.

After
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After I had taken the neceffary bearings, we proceeded
round the eaft end of Burnt Ifland, and over to what we
judged to be the main of Terra del Fuego, where we found a
very fine harbour encompafled by fteep rocks of vaft height,
down which ran many limpid ftreams of water; and at the
foot of the rocks, fome tufts of trees, fit for little elfe but
fuel.
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This harbour, which I fhall diftinguifh by the name of .

~ the Devil’s Bafon, 1s divided, as it were, into two, an inner
‘and an outer one; and the communication between them is
by a narrow channel five fathoms deep. Inthe outer bafon,
1 found thirteen and feventeen fathoms water, and in the
inner, feventeen and twenty-three. This laft is as fecure a
place as can be, but nothing can be more gloomy. The
vaft height of the favage rocks which encompafs it, de-
prived great part of it, even on this day, of thc meridian fun.
The outer harbour is not quite free from this inconvenience,
but far more fo than the other; it is alfo rather more com-
modious, and equally fafe. It lies in the diretion of North,
a mile and an half diftant from the caft end of Burnt Ifland.
I likewife found a good anchoring-place a little to the Weft
of this harbour, before a fiream of water that comes out of a
lake or large refervoir, which is continually fupplied by a
cafcade falling into it

Leaving this place, we procceded along the thore to the
weftward, and found other harbours which I had not time
to look into. In all of them is freth water, and wood for
fuel; but except thefc little tufts of bufhes, the whole
country is a barren rock, doomed by Nature to everlafiing
fterility. The low 1iilands, and even fome of the higher,
which lie fcattered up and down the Sound, arc indced

Aaz muitly
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1774.  moftly covered ~with fhrubs and herbage, the foil a black
December. ‘ .
rotten turf, evidently compofed, by length of time, of de-
cayed vegetables. “
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I had an opportunity to verify what we had obferved at
fea; that the fea-coaft is compofed of a number of large and
fmall iflands, and that the numerous inlets are formed by
the jun&ion of feveral channels; at leaft {0 it is here. On .
onc of thefe low iflands, we found feveral huts, which had
lately been inhabitéd ; and near them was & good deal of
celery, with which we loaded our boat, and returned on
board at feven o’clock in the evening. In this expedition,
we met with little game; one duck, three or four thags, and
about that number of rails or fea-pies being all we got. The
other boat returned on board fome hours before; having
found two harbours on the weft fide of the other channel;
the one large, and the other fmall; but both of them fafe
and commodious; though, by the fketch Mr. Pickerfgill
had taken of them, the accefs to both appeared rather in-

tricate,

I was now told of a melancholy accident which had be-
fallen one of our marines. He had not been-feen fince
cleven or twelve o'clock the preceding night. It was {up-
pofed that he had fallen over-board, out of the head, where
he had been laft {cen, and was drowned.

<

Having fine pleafant weather on the 23d, I fent Lieutenant
Pickerfgill in the cutter, to explore the eaft fide of the Sound,
and went myfelf in the pinnace to the weft fide, with an in-
tent to go round the ifland, under which we were at anchor,
{and which I thall diftinguifh by the name of Shag Ifland)
in order to view the paflage leading to the harbours Mr.

Picker{gill

Frilay z3.
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Picker{gill had difcovered the day before, on which I made
the following obfervations. In coming from fea, leave all
the rocks and iflands, lying off and within York Minfter, on
your larboard fide; and the black rock, which lies'off the
fouth end of Shag Ifland, on your ftarboard; and when
abreaft of the fouth end of that ifland, haul over for the weft
fhore, taking care to avoid the beds of weeds you will fee

- before you, as they always grow on rocks; fome of which

I have found twelve fathoms under water; but it is always
beft to keep clear of them. The entrance to the large har-
bour, or Port Clerke, is juft to the North of fome low rocks
lying off a point on Shag Hland. This harbour lies in, W.
by S., a mile and an half, and hath in it from twelve to0
twenty-four fathoms depth, wood and frefth water. About
a mile without, or to the fouthward of Port Clerke, is, or
feemed to be, another which I1did not examine. Itis formed
by a large ifland which covers it from the fouth and eaft
winds. Without this ifland, that is between it and York
Minfter, the fea feemed ftrewed with iflots, rocks, and
breakers. In proceeding round the fouth end of Shag
Ifland, we obferved the thags to breed in vaft numbers in the
cliffs of the rocks. Some of the old ones we fhot, but could
not come at the young ones, which are, by far, the beft eat-
‘ing. On the eaft fide of the ifland we faw fome geefe; and
having with difficulty landed, we killed three, which, at this
time, was a valuable acquifition.

About feven in the evening we got on board, where Mr.
Picker{gill had arrived but juft before. He informed me
that the land oppofite to our ftation was an ifland, which he
had been round; that, on another, more to the North, he
found many #erns eggs; and that without the great ifland,

8 between
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between it and the eaft head, lay a cove in which were
many geefe; one only of which he got, befides fome young
goﬂmgs.

Thns information of Mr. Picker{gill’s induced me to make
up two fhooting parties next day; Mr. Pickerfgill and his
aflociates going in the cutter, and myfelf and the botanifts
in the pinnace. Mr. Pickerfgill went by the N. E. fide of
the large ifland above mentioned, which obtained the name
of Goofe Ifland; and I went by she S. W. fide. As foon as
we got under the ifland, we found plenty of fhags in the
cliffs, but, without ftaying to fpend our time and fhot upon
thefe, we proceceded on, and prefently found fport enough.
For, in the fouth fide of the ifland, were abundance of
geefe. It happened to be the moulting feafon; and moft
of them were on fhore for that purpofe, and could not fiy.
There being a great furf, we found great difficulty in
landing, and very bad climbing over the rocks when we
were landed; fo that hundreds of the geefe efcaped us,
fome into the fea, and others up into the ifland. We, how-

"ever, by one means or other, got fixty-two, with which we

returned on board all heartily tired; but the acquifition
we had made overbalanced every other confideration, and
we fat down with a good appetitq to fupper on part of
what the preceding day had produced. Mr. Pickerfgill and
his affociates had got on board fome time before us with
fourteen geefe; fo that I was able to make diftriburion to

“the whole crew, which was the more acceptable on account

of the approaching feftival. For, had not Providence thus
fingularly provided for us, our Chriftmas cheer muft have
been falt beef and pork.

1 now
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I now learnt that a number of the natives in nine canoes, _ 1774.
had been along-fide the fhip; and fome on board. Litle g__..eccm,._b“',
Addrefs was required to perfuade them to either; for they Saturday 24.
feemed to be well enough acquainted with Europeans, and

had, amongft them, fome of their knives.

The next morning, the 24th, they:made us another vifit. sunday -;.
I found them to be of the faacmgm mly feen in
Succefs-Bay; and the fame w Ak Rougainy :
guithes by the name ofl?ﬁcmﬁﬁf"f““ ok Bogh
on every occafion, in sheis mouthy ,ﬂ'he’.“ a: et
half-ftarved, bcardlefsma. Ifaw &t P mli : aam

makc a cloak Wthh

them had only ong &m‘ andt: lwg.-‘ ] éw @ver their
thoulders ; and all the’ir

rer partswere qx;ffa faked. The
women, I Was told f , ,

_.'rngy,aaweuanheﬁi riidrer ;*'zxenfnhfed in the eanoh, Ifaw
IWe. young mﬁdrenaem#w ehitire xnai'ed tﬁfus they. y
wee inar ca from the‘x‘r" ' A.‘f"ﬁmld“m hardel ¥ .
and arrowy and darg, oﬂ‘itbcr ha.r‘
mmﬁeoﬁ bolm.a ‘ ﬁm tma.izﬂ“ < ﬁtppofe they -
were dntended to, hﬂ, feals and’ #fh; ‘they may. alfo kg :
whales with them, ag :hq Efqgumaux dos: I know not if they""
_refcmblf :hem in ﬂxeixlo;ve of train-ail; H bu: thcy, and every -
‘thing they had, fmdtmdftmtolcrzbly of it. Lordered them
Jome bxfcuxt, but did Rt o‘ﬁ'eme them. fo fond of it as I hagd
"been tom They *él‘i!‘ !.mlch hetter picafcd when I gave
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D;ZZ& i The women and children, as before obferved, remained

‘——— in the canoes. Thefe were made of bark; and in each
i Sundsy 25-  was a fire, over which the poor creatures huddled them-
ﬁ felves. I cannot fuppofe that they carry a fire in their
; canoes for this purpofe only; but rather that it may be
iR always ready to remove athore wherever they land; for
let their method of obtaining fire be what it may, they
pil cannot be always fure of finding dry fuel that will
kindle from a fpark. They likewife carry in their ca-
noes large feal hides, which, I judged, were to fhelter
them when at fea, and to ferve as covering to their huts

- on fhore; and occafionally to be ufed for fails.

They all retired before dinner, and did not wait to par-
take of our Chriftmas cheer. Indeed, I believe no one in-
vited them, and for good reafons; for their dirty perfons,
and the ftench they carried about them, were enough to
fpoil the appetite of any European; and that would have
_ been a real difappointment, as we had not experienced fuch
i fare for fome time. Roaft and boiled geefe, goofe-pye,
&c. was a treat little known to us; and we had yet fome
‘!{ Madeira wine left, which was the only article of our pro-
vifion that was mended by keeping. So that our friends
in England did not, perhaps, celebrate Chriftmas more
cheerfully than we did. '

ARSI D B o adel - e et m
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Monday z6. On the 26th, little wind next to a calm, and fair weather,
except in the morning, when we had fome fhowers of
rain. In the evening, when it was cold, the natives made
us another vifit; and it being diflrefling to fee them ftand
trembling and naked on the deck, I could do no lefs than
give them fome baize and old canvas to cover themfelves.
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Having already completed our ‘water, on. the 271h 1 qc-
dered the wood, tent, and: obfervatory to be got oa_ ‘hoatd ;
and, as this was work for the day, a. party of us went | uu.wo
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boats to fhoot geefe, the wegther being fine and plcafam. -

We proceeded round by the fouth fide of Goofe 1ftand, and
picked up in all thirty-one.” On the eaft fide of the ifland,
to the north of the eaft point,. is good anchorage, .in feven-
teen fathoms water, where it is entirely land-locked. Thxs
is a good place for fhips to lie in that are bound to the
Weft. On the north fide of this ifle, I obferved. three fine
coves, in which were both wood and waser; but it being
near night, I had no time to {ound them’; though I doubt
not, there is anchorage. The way to come at them is by
the weft end of the ifland,

When I returned on board, 1 found every thing got off the
thore, and the launch in; fo that we now only waited for a
wind to put to fea. : The fcﬁxval, which we celebrated at
this place, occafioned my gwmg it’ the nantie of Ciriflenas
Sound. The éntrance, which is three leagues wide, is firuated
in the latitude of §5° 27’ S, longitude 70° 16’ Weft; and in
the direGtion of N. 37° WeR from $t. Ildefonfo Ifles, diftant
ten leagues. Thefe ifles are the beft landmark for finding
the found. York Minfter, which is the only remarkable land
about it, will hardly be known by a ftranger, from any de-
fcription that can be given of it, becaufe it akers its appear-
ance according to the different furuacions-it-is:viewed from.
Befides the black rock, which lies:off the end of Shag Ifland,
there is another about midway between this and the Eaft
fhore. A copious defcription of this found is unneceflary,
as few would be benefited by it. The fketch which accom-
panies this journal will be a fufficient guide for fuch thips
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as chance may bring hither. Anchorage, tufts of wood,
and freth water, will be found in all the coves and har-
bours. I would advife no one to anchor very near the thore
for the fake of having a moderate depth of water; becaufe
there I generally found a rocky bottom.

The refrefhments to be got here are precarious, as they
confift chiefly of wild fowl, and may probably never be found
in fuch plenty as to fupply the crew of -a thip; and fifh, fo
far as we can judge, are fcarce. Indeed, the plenty of wild-
fowl made us pay lefs attention to fithing. Here are, how-
ever, plenty of mufcles, not very large, but well tafted ; and
very good celery is to be met with on feveral of the low iflots,
and where the natives have their habitations. The wild-
fowl are geefe, ducks, fea-pies, thags, and that kind of gull
fo often mentioned in this journal under the name of lort
Egmont hen. Here is a kind of duck, called by our people
race-horfes, on account of the great fwiftnefs with which
they run on the water ; for they cannot fly, the wings being
too thort to fupport the body in the air. This bird is at the
Falkland lflands, as appears by Pernety’s journal *. The
geefe stoo are there, and feem to be very well defcribed
under the name of buftards. They are much fmaller than
our Englith tame geefe, but cat as well as any I ever tafted.
They have fhort black bills and yellow feet. The gander
is all white; the female is fpotted black and white, or grey,
with a large white fpot on each wing. Befides the bird
above-mentioned, here are feveral other aquatic, and fome
land ones ; but of the latter not many.

® Sece Pernety’s Journal, p. 244. and p. 213.
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From the knowledge which the inhabitants feem to have
of Europeans, we may fuppofe that they do not live here
continually, but retire to the North during the winter. I
have often wondered that thefe people do not clothe them-
felves better, fince nature has certainly provided materials.
They might line their feal-fkin cloaks with the fkins and
feathers of aquatic birds; they might make their claaks
larger, and employ the fame fkins for other parts of cloth-
ing ; forI cannot fuppofe they are fcarce with them. They
‘were ready enough to part with thofe they had to our

people; which they hardly would have done, had they not '

known where to have got more. In fhort, of all the na-
tions I have {een, the Pecheras are the moft wretched.
They are déomed to live in one of the moft inhofpitable
climates in the world, without having fagacity enough to
provide themfelves with fuch tonveniences as may render
life in fome meafure more comfortable.

Barren as this country is, it abounds with a variety of un-
known plants, and gave fufficient employment to Mr.
Forfter and his party. The tree, which produceth the
Winter’s bark, is found here in the woods; as is the holly-
leaved barberry ; and fome other forts, which I know not,
but I believe are common in the Straits of Magalhaens. We
found plenty of a berry, which we called the cranberry, be-
caufe they are nearly of the fame colou\r, fize, and fhape. It
grows on a buthy plant, has a bitterith tafte, rather infipid;
but may be eaten either raw or in tarts, and is ufed as food
by the natives.
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CHAP I

Range from Chrifimas Sound, round Cape Horn, through.
Strait Le Maire, and round Staten Land ; with an Ac-
count of the Difcovery of a Harbour in that Ifland, and

& Defcription of the Coafts.

AT four o'clock in the morning on the 28th, we began
to unmoor; and at eight weighed and ftood ou:

to fea, with a light breeze at N. W,, which afterwards
frefhened and was attended with rain. At noon, the eaft.
point of the Sound (Point Nativity) bore N. ; W., diftant
one and a half leagues, and St Ildefonfo Ifles S. E. ! S.,
diftant feven leagues. The coaft feemed to trend in the
direction of E. by S.; but the weacher being very hazy, no-
thing appeared diftinct.

We continued to fteer S. E. by E. and E. S. E., with a frefh
breeze at W. N. W,, till four o'clock P. M., when we hauled
to the South, in order to have a nearer view of St. Ildefonfo
Ifles. Atthis time we were abreaft of an inlet, which lies E.

S. E., about feven leagues from the Sound; but it muft be

obferved that there are fome ifles without this diftin¢tion.
At the weft point of the inlet, are two high peaked hills;
and below them, to the Eaft, two round hills, or ifles, which
lie in the direction of N. E. and S. W. of each other. An
ifland, or what appeared to be an ifland, lay in the entrance;
and another but fmaller inlet appeared to the Weft of this ;

indeed, the coaft appeared indented and broken as ufual.
3 At
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At half paft five o’clock, the weather clearing up, gave

us a good fight of Ildefonfo Ifles. They are a group of

Hlands, and rocks above water, fituated about fix leagues
from the main, and in the latitude of §5° §3' South, longi-
tude 69° 4t Weft. '

We now refumed our courfe to the Eaff; and, at fun-fee,
the moft advanced land bore S. E. by E. : E.; and a point,
which I judged to be the weft point of Naffau Bay, dif-
covered by the Dutch fleet under the command of Admiral
Hermite in 1624, borc N. 80° Eaft, fix leagues diftant. In
fome charts, this point is called falfe Cape Horn, as bcing
the fouthern point of Terra del Fuego. Itis fituated in lati-
tude 55° 39’ South. Erom the inlet above mentioned to this

falfe Cape, the diretion of the coaft is nearly Eaft, half a.

point South, diftant fourteen or fifteen lcagucs.

At ten o’clock, having fhortened fail, we fpent the night
in making fhort boards under the top-fails, and at thrce
next morning, made fail, and fleered . E. by S, with a
freth breeze at W. 5. W.,, the weather fomewhat hazy. At
this time, the weft entrance to Naflau Bay cxtended from N.
by E.to N. E. £ E,, and the fouth fide of Hermite’s Iiles, E,
by S. At four, Cape Horn, for which we now fteered, bore
E.by S. It is known, ata diftance, by a high round hill
overit. A point to the W. N. W. thews a {urface not unlike
this; but their fituations alone will always diftinguith the
one from the other.

At half paft feven, we paffed this famous Cape, and entered
the Southern Atlantic Ocean. It is the very fame point of
land I took for the Cape, when I paffed itin 1769, which at

that time I was doubtful of. It is the moft fouthern extremity
' on
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on a group of iflands of ‘unequal extent, lying before

‘—— Naffau Bay, known by the name of Hermite Iflands,

" ariday 29

** and is fituated in thé latitude of s5° 58/, and in the
- longitude of 68° 13’ Weft, according to the obfervations

made of it in 1769. But the cﬁsfervauons, which we had
in Chriftmas Sound, and reduced o the Cape by the
watch, and others, which we had afterw\ards and reduced
back to it by the fame means, place it in 67° 19'. Itis moft
probable that a mean between the two, viz. 67° 46, will be |
neareff the truth. On the N. W. fide of the Cape are two
peaked rocks like fugar-loaves. They lie N. W. by N,, and
S. E. by 8., by compafs, of eachother. Some other ftrag-
gling low roeks lie Weft of the Cape, and one South of it;
but they are all near the thore. From Chriftmas Sound to
Cape Horn, the courfe is E. S. E.{ E., diftant thirty-one leagues.
In the direttion of E. N. E., three leagues from Cape Horn,
is a rocky point, which I called Miftaken Cape, and is the
fouthern point of the eafternmoft of Hermite Ifles. Between
thefe two Capes there feemed to be a paffage direétly into’
Naffau Bay; fome fmallifles were feen in the paflage; and the
coaft, on the weft fide, had the appearance of forming good
bays or harbours. In fome charts, Cape Horn is laid down
as belonging to a fmallifland. This was neither confirmed,
nor can it be contradited by us;. for feveral breakers ap-
peared in the coaft, both to the Eaft and Weft of it; and the
hazy weather rendered every object indiflinct. The fummits
of fome of the hills were rocky, but the'ﬁdes, and valleys,

fcemed covered with'a green turf, and wooded in tufts.
From Cape Horn we fteered E. by N. 1 N.; which direc-
tion carried us without the rocks that lie off Miftaken Cape.
Thele rocks are white with the dung of fowls; and vaft
numbers were feen about them. After pafling them, we
ficered
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fleered N. E..: E,, and N. E,, for Strait Le Maire, with a
view of looking into Succefs Bay, to fee if there were any
traces of the Adventure having been there. At eight o'clock
in the evening, drawing near the Strait, we fhortened fail,

and hauled the 'wind. At this time the Sugar-loaf on Terra
del Fuego bore N. 33° Weft.; the pointof Succefs Bay, juft
opea of the cape of the fame name, bearing N. 20° Eaft; and
Statep Land, extending from N. 53° Eaft to 67° Eaft. Soon
after, the wind died away, and we had light airs and calms
By turns till near noon the next day; during which time we
were driven by the current over to Staten Land.

" The calm being fucceeded by a light breeze at N N. W,

we ftood over for Succefs Bay, aflifted by the currents, which
fet to the North. Before this, we had hoifted our colours,

and fired two guns; and foon after, faw+a fmoke rife out
of the woods, above the fouth point of the bay; which I"

judged was made by the natives, as it was at the place
where they refided when I was here in 1769. As foon as we
“got off the bay, I fent Lieutenant Picker{gill to fee if any
traces remained of the Adventure having been there lately;
and in the mean time we ftood on and off with the fhip.
At two o’clock, the current turned and fet to the South; and
Mr. Pickerf{gill informed. me, when he returned, that it was

lgt
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Friday 30.

falling water on fthore; which was contrary to what I had .

obferved when I was here before; for I thought then that
the flood came from the North. Mr. Pickerfgill faw not the
lealt figns of any fhip having been there lately. I had in-
fcribed our fhip’s name on a card, which he nailed to a tree
at the place where the Endeavour watered. This was done
with a view of giving Captain Furneaux fome information,
in cafe he fthould be behind us and put in here.
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1774 On Mr. Pickerfgill’s landing, he was courteoufly recexved
Deccwmver.
‘v by feveral of the natives, who were clothed in guanicoe -
bres;30.  2nd feal fkins, and had on their arms bracelets, made:-of
filver wire, and wrought not unlike the hilt of a fword, be-
ing no doubt the manufacture of fome Europeans. They
were the fame kind of people we had feen in Chriftmas
Sound; and, like them, repeated the word Pechera, on
every occafion. One man fpoke much to Mr. Pickerfgiil
pointing firft to the thip and then to the bay, as if he\;antcd
her to come in. Mr. Pickerfgill faid the bay was Zfull of
whales and feals; and we had obferved the fame in the
Strait, efpecially on the Terra del Fuego fide, where the
whales, in particular, are exceedingly numerous.

As foon as the boat was hoifted in, which was not till near
fix o'clock, we made fail to the Eaft, with a fine breeze at
North. For fince we had explored the South coaft of Terra
del Fuego, 1 refolved to do the fame by Staten Land ; which
I believed to have been as little known as the former. At
ninc o'clock the wind frethening, and veering to N. W,
we tacked, and ftood to S. W, in order to fpend the night
which proved none of the beft, bemg ﬁormy and hazy, with
rain. -

Next morning, at three o'’clock, we bore up for the eaft
end of Staten Land, which, at half paft four, bore §. 60° E.
the weft end S. 2° E., and the land of Terra del Fuego 8. 40°
Welt. Soon after I had taken thefe bearings, the land was
again obfcured in a thick haze, and we were obliged to make
way, as it were, in the dark; for it was but now and then
we got a fight of the coaft. As we advanced to the Eaft, we
perceived feveral iflands, of uhequal extent, lying off the
land. There feemed to be a clear paflage between the

eafternmoft
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i AND ROUND THE WORLD.

eafternmo®, and the anc next to it, to the Weft. I would
gladly have gone through this paflage, and anchored under
one of the iflands, to have waited for better weather; for on
founding we found only twcenty-nine fathoms water'; but
when I confidered that this was running to leeward in the
dark, I chofe to keep without the iflands, and accordingly
hauled off to the North. At eight o’clock, we were abreaft
of the moft eaftern ifle, diftant from it ahout two miles, and
had the fame depth of water as before. I now fhortened
fail to the three top-fails, to wait for clear weather; for the
fog was fo. thick, ;that we could fee no other land than this
ifland. After ng’ting an hour, and the weather not clear-
ing, we bore up’and hauled round the eaft end of the ifland,
for the fake of fmooth water, and anchorage, if it thould
be neceffary. In hauling round, we found a ftrong race of a
current, like unto broken water; but we had no lefs than
nincteen fathoms. We alfo faw on the ifland, abundance of
feals and birds. This was a temptation too great for people
in our fituation to withftand, to whom frefth provifions of
any kind were acceptable; and determined me to anchor, in
order that we might tafte of what we now only faw at a dif-
tance. At length, after making a few boards, fithing, as it
were, for the beft ground, we anchored in twenty-one fa-

‘thoms water, a ftony bottom, about a mile from the ifland,

which extended from N. 18° E. to N, 55°*+ Weft; and foon
afier, the weather clearing up, we faw Cape St. John, or
the caft end of Staten Land, bearing S.-75° Eaft, diftant four
leagues. We were fheltered from the fouth wind by Staten
Land, and from the north wind by the ifland; the other
ifles lay to the Weft, and fecured us from that wind; but
befide being open to the N. E. and E.,, we alfo lay expofed

to the N. N. W. winds. This might have been avoided by

Vor. IL Cc anchoring
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anchoring more to the Weft; but I made choice of my fitu-
ation for two rcafons ; firft, to be near the ifland we intended
to land upon ; and fecondly, to be able to get to fea with
any wind.

After dinner we hoifted out three boats, and landed with
a large party of men; fome to kill feals; others to catch or
kill birds, fith, or what came in our way. To find of the
former, it mattered not where we landed; for the whole
fhore was covered with them ; and, by the noife they made,
one.would have thought the ifland was ftocked with cows
and calves. On landing, we found they were a different
animal from feals, but in fhape and motion exaétly refem-
bling them. We called them Lions, on account of the great
refemblance the male has to that beaft. Here were alfo the
fame kind of feals which we found in New Zealand, gene-
rally known by the name of Sea-bears; at leaft, we gave
them that name. They were, in general, fo tame, or rather
ftupid, as to fuffer us to come near enough to knock them
down with fticks ; but the large ones we fhot, not thinking
it fafe to approach them. We alfo found on the ifland
abundance of penguins and thags ; and the latter had young
ones almoft fledged, and juft to our tafte. Here were geefe
and ducks, but not many ; birds of prey, and a few fmall

- birds. In the evening we returned on board, our boats well

laden with one thing or other.

Next day, being January the 1ft r775, finding that nothing
was wanting but a good harbour, to make this a tolerable
place for fhips to refreth at, whom chance or defign might
bring hither; I fent Mr. Gilbert over to Staten Land in the
cutter, to look for one. Appearances promifed fuccefs, in a
place oppofite the thip. Ialfo fent two other boats for the

6 lions,
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lions, &c. we had killed the preceding day; and, foon after,
I went myfelf, and obferved the fun’s meridian altitude at
the N. E. end of the ifland, which gave the latitude 54° 40’
s" South. After fhooting a few geefe, fome other birds, and
plentifully fupplying ourfelves with young fhags, we re-
"turned on board, laden with fea-lions, fea-bears, &c. - The
old lions and bears were killed chiefly for the fake of their

blubber, or fat, to make oil of ; for, except their harflets,’

which were tolerable, the fleth was too rank to be eaten with
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any degree of relith. But the young cubs were very palate- -

able; and even thefleth of fome of the old lionefles was not
much amifs ; but-that of the old males was abominable. In
the afternoon, I fent fome people on fhore to fkin and cut
off the fat of thofe which yet remained dead on fhore;
for we had already more carcafles on board than neceffary;
and I went miyfelf, in another boat, to colle birds. ‘About
ten o'clock Mr. Gilbert returned from Staten Land, where he
found a good poft, fituated three leagues to the wefltward
of Cape St. John, and in the dire¢tion of North, a little eaft-
erly, from the N. E,, end of the eaftern ifland. It may be
known by fome fmall iflands lying in the entrance. The

channel, which is on the eaft fide of thef¢ iflands, is half a

mile broad. The courfe in is S. W. by S, turning gradually
to W. by S. and Welt. The harbour lies nearly in this laft
direction ; is almoft two miles in length;. in fome places
near a mile broad ; and hath in it from fifty to ten fathoms
water, 2 bottom of mud and fand. Its fhores are covered
with wood fit for fuel ; and in it are feveral ftreams of frefh
water. On the iflands were fca-lions, &c. and fuch an innu-
merable quantity of gulls as to darken the air when dif-
turbed, and almoft to fuffocate our people with their dung.
This they feemed to void in a way of defence, and it ftunk
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

worfe than afla-feetida, or as it is commonly called devil's
dung. Our people alfo faw feveral geefe, ducks, and race-
horfes, which is alfo a kind of duck. The day on which
this port was difcovered, occafioned my calling it New Year's
Harbour. It would be more conwenient for thips bound o
the Wett, or round Cape Hom, if its fitcuation would permit
them, to put to fea with an ecafterly and northerly wind.
This inconvenience, however, is of little confequence, fince
thefe winds are never &known to be of long duration. The
foutherly and wefterly sare the prevailing winds; fo thata

- fhip can never be detained long in this port.

As we could not fail in the morning of the 24, for“ want
of wind, I fent a party of men on fhore to the ifland, on
the fame duty as before. Towards noon we got a freth
breeze at Weft; but it came too late, and I refolved to wait
till the next morning, when, at four o’clock, we weighed
with a freth gale at N. W. by W., and ftood for Cape St. John,
which, at half paft fix, bore N. by E., diftant four or five miles.
This Cape, being the eaftern poirit of Staten Land, a defcrip-
tion of it is unneceffary. It may, however, not be amifs to
fay, thatit is a rock of confiderable height, fituated in the
laticude of $4° 46 South, longitude 64°7' Weft, with a rocky

- iflot lying clofe under the north part of it. To the weftward

of the Cape, about five or fix miles, is an inlet which feemed
to divide the land; that is, to communicate with the fea to
the South; and between this inlet and the Cape, is a bay;
but'l cannot fay of what depth. In failing round the Cape,
we met with a very ftrong current from the South: it made
a race which looked like breakers; and it was as much as
we could do, with a ftrong gale, to make head againft it.

5 After
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After getting round the Cape, I hauled up along the fouth
coaft ; and as foon as we had brought the wind to blow off
the land, it came upon us in fuch heavy fqualls as obliged
us to double-reef our top-fails. It afterwards fell, by little
and little, and at noon ended in a calm. At this time Cape
St. John bore N. 20” Eaft, diftant three and a half leagues;
Cape St. Bartholomew, or the S. W. point of Staten Land, S.
83° Weft; two high detached rocks N. 80° Weft; and the
place where the land feemed to be divided, which had the
fame appearance on this fide, bore N. 15° Wef, three leagues
diftant. Latitude obferved 54° 56'. Im this fituation we
founded, but had no bottom with a line of one hundred and
twenty fathoms. The calm was of very fhort duration, a
breeze prefently {pringing up at N. W.; but it was too faint
to make head againft the current, and we drove with it back
to the N. N. E. At four o’clock the wind veered, at once, to
S. by E., and blew in fqualls attended with rain. Two hours
after, the fqualls and rain fubfided, and the wind returning

back to the Weft, blew a gentle gale. All this time the cur-

rent fet us to the North; fo that, at eight o'clock, Cape St.
John bore W. N. W., diftant about feven leagues. I now
gave over plying, and fteered S. F., with a refolution to leave
the land; judging it to be f{ufliciently explored, to anfwer
the moft general purpofes of navigation and geography.

.
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A VOYAGE TOWARDS THE SOUTH POLE,

CHAP 1V.

Obfervations, geographical and mautical, with an Account
of the Iflands near Staten Land, and the Animals found

in them.

HE annexed chart will, very accurately, fhew the di-

reétion, extent, and pofition of the coaft, along which
I have failed, either in this or my former voyage; and no
more is to be expected from it. The latitudes have been
deterxgaigaed by the fun’s meridian altitude, which we were
fo fortunate as to obtain every day, except the one we failed
from Chriftmas Sound ; which was of no confequence as its
latitude was known before. The longitudes have been
fettled by lunar obfervations, as is already mentioned. I
have taken 67° 46’ for the longitude of Cape Horn. From
this meridian, the longitudes of all the other parts are de-
duced by the watch; by which the extent of the whole muft
be determined to a few miles; and whatever errors there
may be in longitude, muft be general. But I think it
highly. probable, that the longitude is determined to within
a quarter of a degree. Thus the extent of Terra del Fuego
from Eaft to Weft, and confequently that of the Straits of
Magalhaens, will be found lefs than moft navigators have
made it,

In order to iliuftrate this, and to fhew the fituations of
the neighbouring lands, and, by this means, make the an-
nexed chart of more general ufe, I have extended it down
to 47° of latitude. Butlam only an{werable for the inaccu-
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