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INTRODUCTION

It should be distinetly understood that this work is merely a preliminary
look over the field with a view to learning the lines of investigation which
would likely prove most profitable in an intensive social survey to be under-
taken later. The field work which occupied the first two weeks in March,

1913, was done by Mr. Bryce M. Stewart, who also compiled this report.
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Fort William

A RETROSPECT.

Fort William was founded in 1669 when Du Lhut, the French Explorer, erected a hut at
the mouth of the Kaministiquia River.

Forty-eight years after, Lieutenant Robertal De Lanone, built a fort where his countryman
had rested.

In 1771 Verandrye passed through the settlement and in 1782 the North-west Fur-trading
Company established headquarters there. Furs from the West were brought in by travellers, who
sailed down the lakes in canoes on the hazardous journey to Montreal. The same thing goes
on to-day on a larger scale. Instead of the travellers, the freight trains of three trans-continental
railways and the freight boats of many steamship lines, carry the goods eastward, and instead of
the small trading-post, there is a City of nearly 25,000.

In 1805 the City was named Fort William, in honor of the Honourable William MacGilli-
vray.

The Hudson’s Bay Company and the North-west Fur-trading Company joined hands in 1821,
and the Town gained new importance through the resulting increase of traffic.

The Hudson’s Bay Fort was erected at the foot of McTavish Street in 1835, the employees
of the Company being principally Scotch and French, who lived within the Stockade.

The Indian Mission was established in 1846, and the mails to Fort Garry began in 1855.

After 1863 a few settlers came, and they established themselves along the river front engag-
ing in farming, mining and trapping.

In 1868 the Dawson Route began, bringing new life to the settlement, and in 1870 it was
further enlivened when the Red River Expedition, under General Wolseley, passed through.

The first sod of the C. P. R. was turned by the late Adam Oliver in 1875.

In 1880 there were perhaps 2,000 white people, all told, principally Presbyterians and Angli-
cans, although the Presbyterians and the Methodists had the only organized churches. The
Roman Catholies had a mission in the settlement from very early times, but did not have a priest
situated among the people until the early nineties.

The C.P.R. built their roundhouse at Westfort in 1877, near where the Western Elevator
now stands,

Westfort included the Town Plot and the Blackwood addition, the centre of the village being
the corner of Ann and Brown Streets.

They also had lumber mills and a brick plant, but it was really a Canadian Pacific Railway
Village, composed mainly of Canadian citizens.

In 1884 the first wheat that ever came down to Fort William for shipment, was loaded at a
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point near where the new C.P.R. Bridge crosses the Kaministiquia River, and was wheeled by
hand from the car to the vessel. In the same year the first of the elevators “ A” was erected and
is still in commission. Further storage facilities were soon provided.

In 1886, the Canadian Pacific Railway opened up and the first trans-continental train passed
through Fort William.

The Canadian Northern Railway came through in 1891 bringing a few foreign navvies.

In 1892 the C.P.R. moved to Eastfort, bringing their workmen and many of the houses with
them. They settled principally in the Hudson Bay Plot on Pruden, Finlayson and Heron Streets,
though a few come up on Brodie Street. The foreigners settled on McTavish and McIntyre Streets,
and rapidly increased in numbers. This was the beginning of the Coal Dock Section, which con-
stitutes such a problem for the City to-day.

In 1902 the Board of Trade was organized, and has since done much for the material advance-
ment of the City. The greater part of the employment was provided by the Railways, the Elevators,
the Shipping and Coal Yards, till 1906, when the Canada Iron Corporation opened in Westfort.
Their workmen, mainly non-English-speaking people, then began building in the Wayland and
Blackwood additions. A number of them settled in the immediate neighborhood of the foundry,
erecting small shacks, where there was great overcrowding, and most insanitary conditions. Only
a remnant of a few shacks now remains of this sertlement. They now occupy the block adjoining
the Canadian Car and Foundry Company’s property.

CHARACTER OF FORT WILLIAM’S DEVELOPMENT,

Fort William has a distinet advantage over every western City, with perhaps two exceptions,
in that it combines the greatest number of advantageous conditions, both natural and artificial.

As a result of these conditions the Dominion Government and the Railway Companies have
spent vast sums developing and are continuing to develop harbor and terminal facilities while the
manufacturers, recognizing the advantages offered, are locating great iron and other industries.
So rapidly is this taking place that land values are rising and hundreds of houses of every kind
are being built. This reacts on the supply men who are overworked trying to get materials, and
this crowds the transportation companies, manufacturers and others, and so the whole place seems
to be gaining momentum very rapidly.

Naturally the manufacturers want the water frontage, and all along the banks of the river
are to be seen industries of one kind and another. From the mouths of the river westward, ana all
over the two Islands land is being occupied or developed for industries. This means that the resi-
dential property is being kept back from the water and the Vickers Addition, Hedley and Hyde
Parks and Kingsway forms one big first-class residential area with Syndicate Avenue and Kings-
way to carry the traffic, and Isabella Street to connect these.

Many of the finest houses in the City are in this area, which is very rapidly filling.  Here,
prices which four years ago ranged from fifteen to twenty dollars per foot are now thirty to
sixty dollars per foot.

Carrick Park, Fairview, Wiley Addition and Victoria Park which lie to the north-east of the
best residential section, form a very fine area which is already more built up than the finest men-
tioned district but of a less costly class of building. The main business street of the City-Vie-
toria Avenue runs through this area, being fed by Syndicate Avenue,

Prices on Victoria Avenue have risen rapidly within the last two years. One piece 204 feet
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frontage, sold two years ago at six hundred dollars per front foot sold again last year at sixteen
hundred per front foot. This is one of the finest properties in the business section.

Residential lots in Carrick Park are valued now at thirty to fifty dollars per front foot, and
Wiley Addition, twenty to forty dollars per front foot.

In the West End of the City, near the big car works, lots may be had at from five hundredl
down to two hundred in proportion to the distance from the big works. These are specially
suited to the workingman.

The tendency in Fort William is to grow westward, but this is practically the only way it can
grow, because the river and mountain are south, Lake Superior is to the east, and Port Arthur is
north. Hence Victoria Avenue, Isabella Street, Walsh and such streets will probably develop the
most rapidly.

Fort William prices do not boom, there has been one short excited period, but there is a regular
steady growth of certain sections and periodic increases of prices.

There are many large blocks of acreage undivided in the City, in fact Fort William has over
fourteen hundred acres, exclusive of the Islands, unsubdivided at the present writing, a record
hard to equal in western Canada to-day. This leaves plenty of room for the City to grow within
itself,

THE FIELD.

The area of the City is 9,865 acres. The settlement really began about 1863; railway con-
struction followed in 1874. It was incorporated as a Town in 1892, and as a City in 1907,

The early settlers were mainly Scotch people. The McKellars, Baurins and McVicars, as the
Scotch names of the streets in the Hudson Bay Plot testify.

The first settlers were engaged in the fur-trade, in fishing, and later came saw-mills, brick
yards, and a stove foundry.

To-day the chief industries are those represented by the Canada Tron Corporation, the Canada
Iron and Foundry Co., The Seaman-Kent Mfg. Co., The Ogilvie Flour Mills Co., The Copp Stove
Foundry, besides the elevator business, the Coal, Grain, and General Freight-handling business,
and the works in connection with a thriving lake port and railway centre.

Communication with the surrounding country is gained by several suburban roads, and better
communication is being promoted by the construction of the Mount McKay and Kakabeka Falls
Railway.

One finds change in the character of every section of the City, but the most extensive changes
are to be found in the Westfort and coal dock’s districts. The coal dock section has become the
foreign quarter, and is rapidly developing into a slum. The part of the City adjoining the coal
docks, across the tracks, is also being invaded by the foreign element. Formerly this was entirely
occupied by English-speaking tradesmen, but now it houses a great many Finns, and other foreign
peoples. The Finns have a labor hall in this district. The Westfort section is developing into
an Industrial section. Many new industries, such as the National Tube Works, The Canada Car
and Foundry Co., employing a large number of non-Anglo-Saxons, have settled in the vicinity,
which is not provided with sewers, or other health precautions. It will require much attention
from the Municipal authorities to prevent the development of a problem, which will take years
to solve. The whole water front is becoming industrialized, through the increase of trackage and
wharfage, the erection of elevators and manufacturing plants.




POPULATION OF FORT WILLIAM, 1891-1912.

1,980 ! 1897 3,316 |

2,007 | 1898 ... .| 8,527 | 1904...

2,088 | 1899 4,208 | 1905
4,093 | 1906

4,79 |

Ward 2, N Totals.

5,210 5,221 2,1 13,982
6,144 5,680 | 2,596 15,773
7,178 5,082 3,3 18,004
7,660 6,608 | 82 19,858
7,912 | 6,741 ! 228 20,644
8,383 7,669 | 1,098 5 22,807

The greatest density is to be found in Ward 1, which includes the coal docks, and the foreign
district, to the North-west across the tracks. The present population of Ward 1 is 8,384, consid-
erably more than one-third of the population. In this section the Ruthenians are probably in
the majority. ~ We reach this conclusion as the result of the house-to-house canvass of two
blocks in the coal docks, and one in Westfort, in each of which the Ruthenians were found to be
largely in the majority, the Italians being second in numbers, with a few Slovaks and Bulgar-
ians. There has been no deterioration of values, but in some sections, where the foreigners having
encroached, there has really been  deterioration, since they have taken from the general appearance
and desirability of these portions of the City.

PUBLIC SERVICE.
WATER,

The source of supply is Loch Lomond, a lake five miles to the south-west of the city. The water-
shed, of which Loch Lomond serves as a basin, is almost pure granite, which accounts for its soft-
ness and purity.

Loch Lomond is 333 feet above the city level, thus a gravity pressure of 85 to 115 pounds to
the square inch is obtained. The water is conveyed to the city by an 18-inch pipe line, part of which
is tunnelled through Mount McKay. The Provincial Board of Health in their report on Loch
Lomond water, says “Free from harmful bacteria and chemical pollution.”

The entire system is owned and operated by the City of Fort William and installed at a cost of
$816,931.00.

Gas.

As yet, the city is without gas. It is a live topic at the present time. The City Council has
appointed a special committee to go into this matter fully. It is recognized by the citizens that we
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require gas and require it badly; thus, we may assume that the city will have a gas supply within
a year or eighteen months, The question as to whether it will be municipally or privately owned

‘ has not yet been decided.
3 ELECTRICITY.

b

g Hydro-electric power is generated from Kakabeka Falls, seventeen miles west on the Kaminis-
tiqua River. It is privately owned by the Kaministiqua Power Co. The rates charged are $25.00
per H.P. per annum for 24-hour service.

This rate was originally made by the Power Company to the city of Fort William and was given
as a sort of bonus to have the Hydro-electric Power developed. There is a clause in the agreement
between the Power Company and the City that when an amount of 20,000 H.P. is used, the rates will
be reduced to $20.00 per TLP. per annum for 24-hour service. As the amount used is now getting
very close to 20,000, the rates will consequently be reduced at no distant date. The company make
" their own rate to manufacturers. About 35,000 TL.P. has already been developed. The Kaminis-
1 tiqua Power Company hold the record of America for efficiency and steady service.

The total mileage of streets within the limits of the city is approximately 350 miles; five of

s

' which are paved, eight gravelled, and 110 graded.

Flectricity is used exclusively in street lighting.

The city has some two miles of cluster globe lights on both sides of the street, presenting a
very pretty appearance, besides giving several times the light of ordinary lights. A portion of the
city is lit by single arc lights in the centre of the street and the balance of the lighting is by means
of are lights on Street corners.

5 Practically all the business and residential portions of the city are served with public utilities,
which are water, sewers, telephone, electric light and street railway.

STREET RATLWAY.

The Street Railway is a public utility in Fort William. Schedules are arranged to suit the
conveniences of the working people who form the greater portion of the population. TExtra cars
are run between the hours of 6 and 9 a.m. and 5 and 8 p.m., to accommodate this service. Owing
to the rapidly increasing population of the city the management are experiencing diffieulty in
securing equipment to keep pace with the growth and development. The inconveniences which
have heretofore been experienced are being overcome and with additional equipment and trackage

RS e

o hid fair to give good service for the future.

o] The Telephone System cost $174,000, and the Street Railwayv cost $372.500,

_" Tn 1911, 700 buildings were erected. The total cost being $2,700,000, The amount expended
on sanitation was $193,977, which amount included $147,720 expended on sewers and connections.

POPULATION.

'_ The total number of inhabitants is 22,807. The Canadians predominate, numbering 8,568,
according to the assessment commissioner. The English, Scotch and Trish number 6,388 ; the Ameri-
W cans 547, leaving 7,304 as the number of all other nationalities, about one-third of the total
. population. We have no donbt, however, that there is a far greater proportion of
non-Anglo-Saxons, and the numbers of such, found in the blocks investigated, would bear this

out.  The illiteracy of the City is in the main confined to this latter section of the popula-

tion, and little is being done for their education except in the work of the public schools
E: for the children. English still remains the language spoken in public and social life, though




the large number of Ruthenians is apt to change this soon, since they are becoming an ever
more important element in the City’s life. The most congested blocks are to be found in
the Westfort and Coal Docks Sections, many of which have 300 to 350 people. ~ While this
mav not seem a great number, so many are crowded in the houses that there is a very
serions congestion. The eanses of this congestion are mainly the scarcity of houses and the high
rents asked. Then, too, there is g0 much seasonal work in Fort William, that large numbers of men
are out of employment during the winter months, when navigation is closed, and construction
¢ work on the railroads has been suspended. There being no other place for these men, they crowd
into the houses. The dwellings in the Coal Docks and Westfort sections are quite inferior to
those of other portions of the City. Manv live in one-storey frame dwellings, some in shacks,
not a few of which are on the lanes. As for sanitation the conditibns are much inferior to those
of other portions of the Citv, there being practically no sewer connections, and little or no garbage
removal. The immigrants have their own churches to a considerable degree. The Orthodox
Greek Church, the 8t. Peter’s Roman Catholic, and the Italian Roman Catholic Church, in the
conl docks sections are attended almost entirely by this non-Anglican element. The social, politi-
eal and industrial forces of the community arc having little force in the Canadianization of these
peoples in as far as the adults are concerned at least. The children learn English in the schools,
but the older members of the immigrant community have little connection with the libraries and
opportunities for instruetion in Enolish are few, They attend their own churches, and therefore
have no opportunity of becoming Canadianized through these institutions, They have their own
societies and their own social gatherings. The English papers scarcely reach them at all, such
reading as they do generally being in their own native papers. In the industries, they work in
their own national groups to a verv great extent, this being true of the foundries and all
the railroad construction work, so that there they come into little contact with Canadian life.

The population in the surrounding district is small and there are few who live outside the
City’s limits, who come in daily for public purposes, though the percentage of suburban residents is
likely to increase with the growth of the City’s population. As yet, however, there is a consider-
able portion of the City’s area not huilt up and there is a large number of vacant lots,

NATIONALITIES,

1910. 1911, 1912,
Canadians 6,974 7,707 8,568
English ..... 3,802 3,501 3,822
Scotch .. " 1,504 1,455 1,604
Ttalians . 863 1,265 1,390
Poles ..... 532 968 1,050
Finlanders .. P 651 901 985
AT o, sae 878 878 962
Hungarian .. 209 703 6
Austrians ... 536 519 571
Americans .. 368 448 547
Galicians .. 705 437 480
French ... 791 310 341
Swedes ... 407 251 303
Hebrews ... 158 245 269
Norwegians . 140 199 218
Chinese .... 85 144 147
Assyrians . 159 116 127
Germans .. 207 115 126
Russians .. 161 109 119
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Ruthenians .....
Persians ........

Negroes
Greeks

Bohemians ......

Danes
Japs

Duteh .
Manx

Roumanians ....

Roman Catholic .

Presbyterian

Church of England . )

Methodists .
Lutherans
Protestants

Baptists ........
Jew’s Church ..
Orthodox Greek
Christian Science
Salvation Army ..

(Congregational

Quakers ........

Greek Catholic

Toal vosonnns

sesessessssetsssnte 11 80
................... 10 58
.................. 42 45

25 45

38 42

.................. 8 206

30 22

14

11 13

4 3

73 25

6,213

4,180

3,355 3,591

2,429 2,494

2,057 1,419

858 1,121

519 558

252 343

174

30

12 24

34 12

......... e 4
142 481

................. 19,858 20,644

MUNICTPAL ADMINISTRATION.

6,812
4,121
3,935
2155
1,351
1,225
613
31
191
35

29

16

4

553

22,807

Fort William does not enjoy a separate charter, but comes under the general charter for all Cities
of its class in the Province. It has neither a commission forta of government nor a Board of Control,
but has a City Council of twelve members and a Mayor elected for one year. The Council has

ommittees on finance, public works, public utilities, fire, water and light, licenses, police and relief,
There is a City Board
of Health of 6 members under which the work of the Medical Health Officer is performed and there

a property committee, and inter-City

committee and a railway committee.

is a City Park Committee of six members.

Fort William is actively engaged in an effort to induce industries to locate within its bounds,

and for this purpose an Industrial Bureau has been organized.

It consists of the Mayor and

representatives from the City Council and the Board of Trade. There is an industrial commis-
sioner in charge of this department. There is also a Public Library Committee. of which the Mayor

is an ex-officio member.

Very few of the departments publish annual reports, and information concerning their work has

to come directly from the City Hall. In 1912, the tofal assessment was $23,328,613.50.

The total

value of assessable property was $24,362,267.50, but $1,752,940 was exempt. The total value of land
was $18,099,980. The tax rate in 1912 was 26 mills and the assessment was made on about 75 or

80 per cent. of the market value of the property.
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ASSESSMENT ON
Land. Buildings. Business Assm't Total.
& Tax. Income.
1997 savsiise £3,293,478 00 2,418,010 $G11,782 00 00
IS8 i s 1,335,252 00 3,085,930 890,245 00 " 00
1908 oiiaes ’ 6,840,707 00 5,498,105 1,030,665 00 13,369,477 00
IPX0 s e 0,124,622 00 7,129,650 1,562,145 00 18,116,417 00
113 5 (R, 11,374,873 00 8,317,319 1,910,633 00 00
i1 ¢+ 12,620,264 00 55,1214 1,713,925 00 50

It is stated that the assessment on land is somewhat higher than that on buildings. The total

imount of all revenue in 1910, according to the City Treasurer’s statement is $497

total expenditure was £4,456,¢ 66. The City is horrowing to pay current expenses but has not
vet reached the borrowing limit. In the making of the budget the estimates for the year are pre-
I by the diffe

ore being placed before the Council.  As a rule, there is little public discussion of the items of

par rent departments, who submit them to the finance committee of the City Council,

the budget.
SOCTAL INFLUENCES.

The City has 2,255 telephones, and of these 579 are in business houses, and 1,676 in private

homes,  There are few telephones in the surrounding community ; perhaps 12 close at hand, which

have free call from either of the two cities.

To give expression to the popular will, the people gather mainly in the Auditorium of the City
Mall.  The Finns use their own hall for this purpose, the school-houses and cliurches being seldom
called into service in this manner.

As to dominating political, social and economic movements, one might mention the rapid in-
dustrial development of the City, and the effort being made to encourage manufactories to locate
within its bounds.

The chief interest on the social side lies in the rapid increase of the non-Anglo-Saxon popu-
lation. In a few more years they will constitute 50 per cent. of the City’s population, and accord-
ing as they are Canadianized and lifted to a Canadian standard of living, will they make or mar its
life.

Among the yvounger citizens there is a feeling that before many vears the two Cities will be
united.  One prominent business man stated that the unsettled differences existing between the
older citizens of the two communities, was all that prevented their union now. There is bound to be
1 greater attention to the district about the two cities, but at present little is being done in the way
of its development.  With the growth of population will come the need of an agricultural com-
munity, and already their interest is beginning to centre in this question,

There may be said to be three distinet grades of society: The more well-to-do, living in the
hetter residential quarters, who have made a competence from real-estate investments: the Artisan
class, consisting mainly of English-speaking people, who have come to provide the skilled labour
for the City’s numerous industries, and the ever-increasing horde of unskilled workers: Ruthenians,
Russians, Ttaliang, and many others who do the railway construction work and the rough labour

and freight-handling about the factories and docks.

The greatest church growth at present is among the non-Anglo-Saxon population; an Ttalian
Roman Catholic Church, and an Orthodox Greek C‘hurch, having recently been erected. The
Methodists have opened an institution in the Coal Dock Section, where instruction in English and
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Domestic Science is given. The Baptists have also opened a Ruthenian Baptist Church and the
I'resbyterians are now endeavoring to organize a Ruthenian work.
I'he great need of the City's church life is the focial message and the provision of social service
specially among the Immigrant peoples, who are bound to constitute such a large pro-
ion of the population.
I'lie church influence has been chiefly confined to the English-speaking peoples, although the
loman Catholie Chureh 18 gaining ;_(lw-ulwl l.ll'l‘] Vonong the new-come
\ visit to the Catholic Churches in the Coal Dock Section on a Sunday morning reveals the
it these churches are bringing the men to their doors; they constituted the vast majority
¢ congregation.
A consideration of the social clubs for men or boys in the city would involve an inquiry into
¢ number of social clubs among the mmigra ples and this could not be done without an
iture of time and effort impossible in this survey. The Y. M.C.A. and C.Y.M.A. have a mem-

ship of over 800; the annual fee for boys averages %5.00, and for men, $15.00. The total

mbership in the C.Y.MLA. is over 150, with an an ual fee of $5.00 for men and $2.00 for boys.
and activities. The

their meet 8

Associations have their own buildings for ‘Kaministiqua”
wps the only social club in the city where liquor is openly a feature of the entertainment pro-
this organization having a club license. Liquor is freely used in the social gatherings of
umigrant people but little other entertainment is available for them. The liquor dealers carry
wares to the immigrant people and liguor is peddled from house to house in the Coal
and West Fort William sections, The people who have more wholesome entertainment to
le do not usually force it upon the new-comers. The Y.MLC.A, has a wide range of activities
« athleties, literary, musical and social features. The C.Y.M.A. has a gymnasium and a
programme and similar activities, only on a much smaller scale. The work of both these
izations is almost entirely confined to the Fnglish-speaking people although the Y.M.C.A.
oht classes in the Coal Dock Seetion two nights a week for the instruction of the immigrant
caking English. The general tendencies of these two organizations are towards the conserva-
and upbuilding of the young Canadian manlho il of the community and the people of the city
made no investments which them a higher dividend. One regrets that similar oppor-
es are not available for the young new-comers who stand in such great need of them.
I'here are no clubs in Fort William for young women and girls which can be truly classed
al clubs. The most influential clubs in the city are the Women’s Canadian Club, with a
bership of 250, the Daughters of the Empire with a membership of 150, and the Women’s
Institute with a membership of 100. There is a movement on foot at present which will probably
t in the establishment of a hostelry for women and girls and the desirable social features will

ely be attached to it.

POLITICAL LIFE.

The voting strength of the City is as follows:—3,927 for Municipal By-law. This includes only
property owners, and among these there are many who have more than one vote; 51,714 votes
v Aldermen. and here, too, many can vote more than once, through owning property in different
1 11,762 votes may be cast in the Mayoralty Contest, and here there are no repeats.
Heretofore, the Brotherhoods of the Churches have taken little active part in the political life of
the City. Socialism has played its part; labor has been organized as well, but the Church forces

we suffered through lack of organization.

Recently an amalgamation movement has been promoted, and what has been called the “Consoli-

ated Church Clubs,” has been organized. This organization tries to enlist as members the men of

the churches. The men of each church elect three delegates who, with the pastor, constitute the




copresentation to the executive council of the consolidated church clubs, The Executive meets every

he whole aim of the organization is the promotion of the City's welfare and righteousness,

month

I the church men rally to this organization the success of the ecause of right in future political

contests is assured.

Ihere have heen no conspicuous cases ot graft or malfeasance in the Municipal Gov-

in the municipal life of Fort William

rnment.  If one were to mention the most glaring weakne

to-day, it would be the lack of attention on the part of the proper authorities to the health and stand-

ards of living, of the people whom it has indueed to locate within its bounds. The whole attention is

ipon the securing of industries with no regard for the housing of the people, who come to man

em.  Instead of preparing the City for a large population first and then bringing in the indus-

tries, the process is viee versa.  Surveys are made in hazardous fashion, as best suits the real estate

interests, with little thought for city planning, when there should be a carveful study of the City's

future,  Its factory section should be located, the plots for workingmen's homes mapped

out and a sewerage service installed before houses are allowed to be built.  Under the present pro-

gramme the people are brought in with no regard for health or sanitary conditions, and a problem

< at once created for the health authorities, which keeps the small over-worked staff busy in an

solve what might easily have been prevented, to say nothing of the disease and deaths

brought on the City by such a policy.

RECREATIONAL LIFE.
1.—Pool-Rooms.

On March 10th, all the pool-rooms of the City were visited at 9 pom. A list of 19 pool-rooms

had been supplied, taken from the record of licensed pool-rooms at the City Hall, but 5 more

not mentioned in this list, were found, making a total of 24 pool-rooms.  One, however, was not used

it the time, leaving 23 actually in operation, of these 3 were in Westfort. At the time of this

visit 255 persons were found in the pool-rooms of the City, those of Westfort being found the most

ohjectionable.  These rooms were under inspection for 214 hours in the evening, in which period
there were 30 persons at the Alexandria, 50 at the Queen’s; at the Fredrica, and 23 at the We
tern. I the Fredrica, the investigators found both drinking and gambling. The Ruthenian pool-

room at Westfort polled 28 persons at 9 p.m.

2.—~Moving Picture Shows.

The seating capacity of the two moving picture theatres of the City is said to be 1,050; the
, on the evening they were visited that

rona, 150, and the Palace, 300, 1t was found, howeve
the Corona had an audience of 970, and the Palace of 362, In the latter the majority were non-
Inglish-speaking, the estimate being as follows:—FEnglish-speaking, 145; Foreign, 217, Of the

31

8 men,

women, 14 boys and 28 girls: and of the

foreigners, it was estimated there were 1!
Fnglish-speaking, 118 were men, 11 women, 8 boys and 8 girls, In the Corona the percentage of
the audience was considerably larger, such definite figures could

forcigners was much smaller, but

not he obtained.

3.—Dance-1lalls.

There are really no dance-halls, properly so called, in the City, since the two places mainly used

e ot licensed for this purpose from the City Hall and are of a semi-private nature. They are

the hands of a Canadian and a Pole. When visited, one hall had 30 men and 20 women, while
T

Polish dance-hall dances are held weekly. They are a sort of community-family affair, and the

fee is Be. per number. They have no regular hour for closing. Concerning these two, little objec-

the other had 50 men and 30 women,

he average age of those present was about 25. In the
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tion can be made as they are merely amusement places providing entertainment in lieu of some-
thing better, which the community has failed to provide. There are two skating rinks in the city,
which provide an alternative, but, because of the severity of the winter season, much of the amuse-
ment must be indoors, a fact which the community has not yet thoroughly realized.

Since this, information has come to hand that a dance-hall of a more objectionable character

is located in Westfort on Gore Street, opposite the Fredrica Hotel.

INDUSTRIAL LIFE.

The chief industrial plants located in Fort William are:

The Canada Iron Corporation

The Copp Stove Co.

The Seaman-Kent Manufacturing Co.

The Ogilvie Flour Mills Co. (daily capacm 15,000 barrels) ..
The Fort William Coalette Co.

The Fort William Broom Company .

The Kakabeka Falls Brewing Co. ..

The Alsip Brick and Tile Co. ..

The Pigeon River Lumber Co. ..

The Piper Brlok ©0: s.cosuonasenes

The Fort William Brass Foundry ..

The Algoma Steam Laundry

The Terminal Elevators

The Canadian Pacific Railway (approximately) ....
The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway (approximately)
The Canadian Northern Railway

Various other industries

A total of approximately

A few women are employed in the Steam Laundry as sorters, ironers, ete.

Men employed.
200
100
250
50
20
10

10

10

70
250
3,000
1,000

A few women are

also employed in the offices of the Industrial Concerns as Stenographers, Clerks, Accountants, ete.
Outside of the office and messenger boys there are practically no children under the age of

16 employed in Fort William.
NEW INDUSTRIES.

The following industries are now erecting plants in Fort William and will be in operation

within 12 months.

Cost of plant.

The Canadian Car and Foundry Co., Ltd.. 31 500,000
The Fort William Starch Works, Ltd. ... . 500,000
The National Tube Co., Ltd. 400,000
The McKellar Bedding Co., Ltd. ... .. 100,000
The Great West Wire Fence Co., Lt .. 100,000
The Superior Brick and Tile Co., Ltd. ... 200,000
The Mt. McKay Pressed Brick Co., Ltd. .. 100,000
The Maritime Nail Co., Ltd. 700,000
The Canadian Steel Foundries, Ltd. ..... ST . 250,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

Total cost of plants ......... Ry W ONES S 5 $3,850,000 00
Total number of employees ...... seeasesesanae

No. men
employed.
1,600
200
150
60
60
100
50
250
250

2,720
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There have been no industries of any importance abandoned during the past few years,

The industries established in this city are chiefly connected with local people, outside capital,
however, is the most important factor in nearly all the manufacturing industries

The most noteworthy employment the past few years has heen the building of the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway terminals, the large terminal elevators, the enormous coal docks, steel hridges, en-
largements and improvement to the Canadian Pacific Railway terminals, construetion of additional
street railway and general building.

LABOUR

Labour is imported from Eastern Canadian points and from European countries, particu-
arly during the season of navigation.

BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS.
The business associations in this city are the Board of Trade, the Industrial Bureau, Lake
Shippers” Clearance Association, the Real Estate Association, the Grain Exchange (in formation),

the Grain Commission,
ORGANIZED LABOUR.

The total number of trades unionists in the City is about 2,000: the Railway Employees,
Carpenters, Bricklayers, and Stone Masons being the best organized.  Some trades, such as the
Masons, Bricklayers, Machinists and Boilermakers, limit the number of apprentices, but there
seems little to be learned as to whether this limitation has worked a hardship upon the boys de-
sirous of learning the trade,

The labor men feel that the general sentiment of the City with reference to organized labour
is favorable.

There are 22 distinet local organizations in the central labor body.

The meetings of the central bodies are open to the public.

It is asserted that the liquor interests have little influence in the labour organizations, and that
none of the local unions hold their meetings in halls. connected with bar-rooms. Three, it is said,
meet on Sunday, none in churches or schoolhouses.

To show the difference between the union and non-union scale of wages in the said indus-
tries, the following are given: Railway Machinists,, 45'5¢. per hour; unorganized, 35c, per hour;
Boilermakers, 4114¢. per hour; unorganized 30 to 40c. per hour; Iron-workers, 45 to 50¢. per hour;
unorganized, 35c.

The Trades and Labor Council has a committee on Conciliation and Arbitration, which has
offered itself in different disputes with little success,

There is not an open conflict between the labor organizations and the Employer's Association.

The principal strike in recent years has been that of Carpenters, for higher wages, which af-
fected about 400 men. The result was a rise in wages from 30 and 35 to 45¢. per hour, although
the men feel that they lost much through the strike, and the rise in the cost of living since.

The ministerial association sends a fraternal delegate to the meetings of the central labor
union,

THE IMMIGRANT PROBLEM.
Two Brocks 1N Tug Coar Docks.

Block 1.—In the block enclosed by McPherson, McIntyre, McBain and Christie Streets, there

are 42 lots, but of these ¥ were vacant. On 35 lots there were 41 buildings, of which 4 were empty

dwellings, and 2 were stores, leaving 35 dwellings occupied. 1In the 35 occupied dwellings one
gave space to a meat shop, another to a bake-shop and another to a pool-room.
In the block, 238 persons were living: Ruthenians, 141; Slovacks, 36 ; Russians, 19; Poles, 19;
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Austrians, 11: Ttaliang, 6; Bokowinians, 6. There were 158 men, 29 women, 28 rirls, and 23 boys

Of the men, 28 had their wives with them and one had his sister as housekeeper. 40 men were
¢ “batching” or “shacking,” and 89 lod

with 16 of the families.

In the 35 occupied dwel there were 88 rooms. If we set aside one room in each house

18 kitchen laundry and dining-room, we have 53 sleepine rooms, That is 4 o

5 persons

pt 1n
each of these remaining rooms. There were 131 hods in the block.

There were no bath-tubs in any of the houses, Twelve householders definitely stated that the

) city had never removed garbage from their premiges, and the majority e others complained
Av that garbage was but seldom removed Refuse and k water were evervwhere in evidence, 23
of the houses had water taps. "There were no to ets, ¢ ry closets were the only conveniences of
the kind. Three horses were stabled in the block, and many of the people kept fowl, which farther

d to its insanitariness,
Of the 35 householders, 18 were Roman Cath lies, 9 Greek Catholies; ¥ adhered to the Orthodox

Greek Church, and one professed to favor no chup, h. Six were naturalized Canadians, having been

in Canada from four to twe vears. Fight houges had a native ne wspaper, and one paper in

4

English was found From the information to hand it appears that 23 families owned their

and 12 were paving rent
Block 2.—A survey was made of the block enclosed by McTay ish, McIntyre, McLoughlin and
Christie Str

homes,

!
4
:
{

ts. There were 36 lots in the hlock, but four were vacant Fortv buildings

ind st

have heen erected res. Three buildings were used for store purposes only, and in

the remaining e was given to two bake-shops and five stores.

202 persons lived in this section: 200 men, 28 women, 2 P X g

rls, 39 boys. There were
or shacks, and 149
follows: Ttalians, 111

: Roumanians,

married couples and one widow 21 men lived in small eron in houses
lodged with 22 of the householders, The nationglities of the
Ruthenians, 58; Poles, 17: Slovacks, 31 Austrians, 8: Rokowinians, 2
5, and Syrians, 7.

Of the !

219 beds. TIn some of the houses the over-crowdine was much wo

-
IR N S

le
ple

? dwellings in the block, 3 were v cant, leaving 34 which contained 142 rooms and

* than in others, One house

of & rooms sheltered 18 Bokowinians; another of 9 very small rooms housed 17 Grec ks. Seventeen

Ttalians were found in a house of six rooms, and 13 Italians in a house of 3 rooms. Thes

figures

ire likely under the mark, as the people are unwilline to tell the num where there is most
serious over-crowding. For instance, an Ttalian family said there were 10 persons in the house,
but we found 14 beds, and another with 17 Ttalians had 21 beds.

Twenty-two of the houses had water taps, but two of these were frozen. There were 3 baths,
§ toilets, and 22 dry closets. Besides fowl, 2 horses and 2 cows were stabled in the block, and the
removal of garbage was very inadequate. The relizions of the 34 householders were as follows:
28 Roman Catholics, 4 Greek Catholics, 1 Protestant. 1 Hebrew. Abont two-thirds owned their
homes and the others were paying rent of from cight to fifteen dollars per month. Three stated

that they subscribed to a newspaper printed in Ep
glish
in the negative. Several of the most progressive men of the immigrant community of Fort Wil-
liam have homes or stores in this block. Ten were naturalized Canadians,

and nine received a paper in their native

language. To the question: “Do vou study E ven in every house, the reply was always

LIQUOR PROBLEM.

The City has 13 bars, 3 store licenses and 1 ¢lub license. The sale of liquor in Fort William
comes under the clause of the Ontario Liquor License Act, by which the hotel license in a Town or
City, having a population of more than 10,000 and not more than 30,000, shall be $500 00, and
for a shop license, $500.00, and for a club license, #50.00,
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By the amendment of March 24th, 1911, the license duties payable for Tavern licenses other
than beer and wine licenses were increased by an additional sum equal to 5 per cent. of the

amount by which the gross daily bar r

eipts exceeds the sum of $60.00 in the case of cities having
1 population over 100,000 and $50.00 in other cases, For every transfer of a Tavern or shop
cense, there is a fee of one-third of the fee payable for the license transfer, and for each whole-
sale license in cities with a population of less than 150,000, the fee is £250.00, The Act demands

hat hotel-keepers must be reputable citizens. Il after the ranting of the licenses there have been
tl

iree several convictions within a period of two vears for «

nees against the Aet, the Board of

License Commissioners is required within one month of the date of the last conviction to cancel and

se holder, the Min

revoke the Licenses.  On complaint of habitual violation of the Act Iw any Lice

ister may investigate and if the complaint seems verified, he mayv cancel th

icen wrocitizens may

petition the License Commissioner, and show cause why the License should be revoked. The

or church and while it

Act forbids that bars be located within a distance of 300 feet from a schoc
) )

does not forbid the sale of liquor to women, it forbids the admission of minors to the bar. The

bar-rooms are permiited to be open from 8 aam. to 11 pam. on week-days, except Saturdays, when
they close at ¥ pan, and are opened at 8 a.m. on Monday.

The law has been fairly well observed in Fort William, although several of the hotel keepers
have heen hefore the courts on the Inspector’s complaint, A visit to the bars shows the presence of

a large number of very voung men, some of whom are probably minors.  In the bar of the St

Lonis Hotel, for instance, news-hovs of 8 and 9 vears, pass in and out frequently, selling papers
to the line of men at the bar. There has heen an active temperance propaganda in Fort William,
ind in January, 1911, a loeal option vote was faken. The total number of persons voting num-

hered 2,469, 9830 voting for local option and 1.129 asains

ving the License forces a majority of
11 T this election 60 spoiled ballots were thrown out.  The number of ratepayers qualified
to vote was 3,688, and the Temperance forces ought to be able to add largely to their numbers,
through work among those siho did not turn out to the polls. The law forbids bar-maids. There are

v oany of the bLar-rooms that serve free lunches, and very few of them have small tahles,

where men may play games and spend a sociz) evening, hut a few perform this social dutv, checkers
heing provided,

None of the bars have howling alleys adjoining but four have pool-rooms.  All the bars have
hotels in connection. The Loeal Option defeat by a considerable maiority, testifies to the strong
political influence of the hotel-men.  The foreign population provides a fruitful field for their
efforts, They peddle beer from house to house in the Westfort and Coal Dock sections, an act
which would not he permitted in any other part of the City. Fifty empty kegs were counted within
the space of two blocks on a Monday morning in March. The immigrant people say that the
beer is left in front of their houses, even when it is not ordered. and that eredit is rea lily given.
The large number of men out of work, who crowd into the small houses in these soetions of the
City in the winter months, who have no other amusement, and no social centre but the bar-
room, contribute a large amount to the hotel-men’s revenue.

None of the liquor men of the City hs
nationalities are as follows:—3 Canadians, 3 Swedes, 5 Trish, 1 American, and 1 Trish-American.
The store licenses are held by a Canadian, Frenchman, and the Hudson Bav Company.  Seven
of the bar licenses are held by Roman Catholics, and 6 hy Protestants. Two of the men hold-

seted or appointed to public office.  Their

ing store licenses are Roman Catholics, The majority do not patronize any particular bar
fo any great extent, unless it he those nearest their own sections of the City. The liquor sellers
do not act as hankers to the immigrant population to any marked degree, since no member of the
Ruthenian or Ttalian section of the community holds a license. At times, hotel-keeners act as
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bankers for lumber jacks and men coming into the city for a few day’s dissipation. Not a few
contribute to charitable institutions and act as good neighbors to people in distress. The Labor
Unions have their own places of meeting, and so are not dependent on hotel-keepers for meeting-
places. The Y.M.C.A,, the moving picture shows, the C.Y.M.A., and the churches constitute the
opposition to the bar-rooms. The need of further recreation and educational facilities for the
immigrant population is apparent.

On the 11th of March, 1913, a visit was paid to all the bar-rooms in the City, between 9 and
10 p.m. The number of customers present is given below:—

Alexandria Hotel, Westfort
Frederica, Westfort
Queen’s, Westfort

Victoria

Leland

On the evening of March 11th, 1913, between eight and ten-thirty, 22 men visited the Alex-
andria, 30 entered the Frederica, and 40 the Queen’s, all of Westfort,

Some opinion as to the burden and expense the bar-rooms are to Fort William and the menace
they are to the health and morality of the community can be formed from the following statement
given to the Board of Trustees of the McKellar General Hospital at the quarterly meeting on Janu-
ary Tth, 1913,

The officers and staff of the hospital are having great difficulty with the ever-inereasing num-
bers of temporarily insane patients: most of these patients are received from the hotels, and as
they require medical attention, the hospital is invariably chosen in preference to police cells. This
class of patients is a constant menace to the safety of our nursing staff, sane patients, and them-
selves. Our accommodation for such patients is very limited, and the male staff insufficient to
constantly guard them. The police inform us they cannot assist, consequently we are compelled to
hire temporary attendants, at high wages, tor very unsatisfactory attention.

If the hospital is already thus burdened by the bars of the City, its trustees will not welcome
the introduction of any more hotels. Liquor men are hoping there will be more in the City soon.
“Hotel and Travel” for March, 1913, says: “According to statements by hotelmen of Fort William,
Ontario, that city can well support at least two more hotels, Every one is now filled up and in
the epring the influx will have either to obtain accommodation in private houses or live in Port
Arthur hotels and transact their business there. ‘It would pay moneyed men to build a $3 to
$10-a-day, and a $1.50 to $2-a-day hotel here,’ stated one man,”
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ASSESSMENT OF HOTELS, 1912,

Hotels. Total value | Business

of real property. Assessment, Total.

Ogden
Manitoba
Queens. .

Pacific
Empire .
Western
Avenue. .
St. Louis
Leland ..
Victoria
Queens (Wes
Alexandria ..
Frederica ...
G D P CRE R R G R SR 467,405 109,090 b76,495
CRIMES AND ARRESTS IN 1912,
In 1912, 2,550 cases were tried in the Police Court. This was an increase of 519 cases over
7 1911, Below we give the crimes or misdemeanours for which they were committed :
BRI RNEE & s 5050550 00 5 e dwiln wa s b EnE S YA e s . 15
Assault (COMMON) ...vuuviniiinennniiiinneininiriienrneensnns 132
Assault on Police ....... 3
Attempt to commit Rape 2
Attempt to commit Suicide ........ 1
Attempt to obtain money by false pretence 4
Attempt to stab . 3
Bigamy ..... A 1
Breach of City By-laws 13 |
Breach of Dog By-law 5 |
Breach of Health By-law 15 |
Breach of Indian Act 7
Breach of Livery By-law 13
Breach of Lord’s Day Act . ... 6
Breach of Ontario Game Laws 3
Breach of Ont. Liquor License Act . v
Delirium Tremens 4
Breach of Ontario Moving Picture Act . 2 !
Breach of Ontario Offensive Weapon Act 6
Breach of Second-hand Store By-law 1
Breach of Traffic By-law 5
Carrying Offensive Weapon ... 12
(Causing a Breach of the Peace A P, 26
Commtiting & NSNS 5. vvonaiivannsng sasesings can oy vvaibsce +
Compounding a Felony ............covvivnnn. 2
Contempt of Court s 2
Contributing to Neglect of a Juvenile .. 1
Conspiracy to Defraud seines sae 1
Cruelty to Animals . R o R ) 2
Breach of Ontario Motor Vehicle Act......cvvuvivinrnninninannn, 2




DOasrbing BIID o «00niionssvinswssoanrvires sasvseds s ssassyasaiese
Discharging Firearms ..
Disorderly Conduct ....
Drunk and Incapable .
Drunk and Disorderly .....
Drunk in charge of a Vehicle
Bmbessloment <o sessasssesascinsesvyenye v
Falsifying books with intent to Defraud .......

Froquenting Disorderly Houses ..ssesssianeensscssssnnassassassns
Farions DEvVIDE cooeeecosviqiosiss svstosansosssoscsssosebbosie
Gambling «svse0ss00s00ss
Giving Liquor to Indians .
Highway Robbery ......
Indecent Conduct .....
Inmates Disorderly Hous

Keeping Disorderly House ..........ocvuts
Keeping Gambling House .........
Keeping Liquor for sale without Lice
Obstructing Operation of a Railway ..
Obstructing Police
Obtaining Money by I
Peddling without License .., . . .
RAPO vovossnssne sonsnsssosnnnosnsssasnsasontossesssossaesnses
Receiving Stolen Go0ds +..covreiersniecsriniesecnsisissnsnscnas
Refusing to pay car fare ..
Refusing to support fawmily .
Resisting Arrest ..

Robbery with violer .
Seduction ......o00i0inen
Selling Cigarettes to Minors - . .
Selling Liquor without a License ........ccoviieiiviiiiiiinanins
Sending threatening letter .......cocveiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiae,
Shooting with intent to do bodily harm. . " " .
Shop-breaking .......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaa oo 10

R e vt s B ’ : .. 139 !
Trespass «oceovvevseee 5 56
Unlawfully wounding o 4
Using Obscene and threatening language .........cooiiveiivnnnns 19
VOGIANCY o0 vvoeveransssnossssnanessssssussnsnsssassnsnsenssans 173

Wilful damage ....c.cceooecrocacsncrsnssrsnscssssrsrnsessssns

.................................................... 2,550

There are three police stations in the City. The policc: department consists of a Chief, Inspec-
tor, two Sergeants, and fifteen Constables. There are two magistrates, one for the City and one
for the District, who are appointed by the Attorney-General’s Department and serve for life or
good conduct. The City Magistrate was formerly a building contractor, and the District Judge
was formerly Deputy Chief of Police. The Police Court has jurisdiction over such cases as intoxi-
cation, disorderly conduct, non-support and vagrancy.

The liquor trade of the City gives the police department about two-thirds of its work. The
number of cases directly chargeable to the liquor trade are as follows:—Drunk and incapable 1,123 ;
Drunk and Disorderly, 359 ; Drunk in charge of a Vehicle, 19; Giving Liquor to Indians, 9; Giv-
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ing Liquor for sale without License, 7; Selling Liquor without license, 4 ; Breach of Ontario Liquot
License Act, 7; a total of 1,528 cases. We do not know what portion of the cases of assault,
carrying offensive weapons, causing a breach of the peace, disorderly conduct, gambling, obstructing
Police, resisting arrest, using obscene and threatening language, and vagrancy, which make up
the greater number of the remaining cases, are directly due to the liquor traffic.

In dealing with cases of intoxication, disorderly

conduct, non-support and vagrancy, the

magistrate can fine or imprison, There is a prison farm six miles out of the City, where men,

sentenced to less than six months imprisonment, are sent. Those receiving terms of from 6 months
to two years go to the Central Prison at Toronto, and those receiving terms over two years go
to Kingston Penitentiary or to Stoney Mountain Penitentiary near Winnipeg. Under the prison farm

system, if any offender is found intoxicated again soon after his release, he may be sentenced to a

period on ihe farm colony, not exceeding two years; in such case the superintendent of the farm re-
ports monthly to the Ontario Board of Parole, which board can allow him out on probation at any
time. The Prison Farm Act makes provision for the appointment of a parole ofticer in the locality.
Fort William has the second prison farm established in Ontario. The number of persons at the
farm averages about 40.

The summons is not used to any great extent instead of arrests, perhaps 10 per cent. of the cases
being summoned. There is no adult probation. Police Court is held every morning at 10 o'clock
so that prisoners are not long detained at the police station. A new Court-house Building has

recently been erected, the basement of which is used as a police station. Proper separatio
the sexes and of new from hardened offenders have been secured, so the police say.

There are no correctional institutions in the City, offenders being sent to the Provincial Cor-
rectional Institutions for boys and girls at Toronto—the Mimico Institution for Protestant boys
and St. John's School for Roman Catholic boys, the Alexandria Industrial for Protestant girls
and St. Mary’s for Roman Catholic girls.

The City Medical Health Officer is also the jail physician, being called on whenever there is
need. There is no association which visits the jail or prison farm seeking to get in touch with
the prisoners before they are discharged and to help them to obtain positions and begin life anew,
when discharged.

THE SOCIAL EVIL.

Until recent years, prostitution was openly tolerated in the Twin Cities, or at least a policy was
followed, which, in essence amounted to toleration, but of late pressure has been brought to bear
and the authorities have become more striet in their attitude, and the application of the criminal
code has been more as was intended. At present, there is a most hopeful outlook due to reve-
lations which came out last December, when in the restricted district between the two cities, one
of the inmates was found to have committed suicide by taking poison. At the coroner’s inquest,
the whole matter was very thoroughly investigated, and the system under which the district was
operated came to light.

Previously there had been the usual type of bawdy houses of several inmates, but by the now
policy which was adopted when the law was more strictly enforced, the woman promoter of the
whole business, with the funds she amassed was able to lease or sell a house to one woman, taking a
mortgage on the property. By this system the woman in the house became a property owner. She
was the only person there and evidence of guilt was procured with great difficulty and it was
more difficult to deal with a property owner.

Such a situation existed then for some time. The district lies just between the two cities in
the vicinity of the new mattress factory, there being some ten houses. The woman who came to the sad
end above referred to, lived in the second house across the second river on Vickers Street. Ac-
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cording to the evidence, the girl had been there only about six weeks. It has been alleged one of
the principal promoters of the business is a woman named Matthews on Northern Avenue beside
the bridge between the two cities, She holds considerable property, and some of the property in
the district above mentioned belongs to her.

In Port Arthur, closer to the centre of the city, there have been a few houses of this charac-
ter, but during the last few months the police have entered upon a policy for eradicating this evil,
and at the time of the survey they asserted that only one such house existed and that at the end of
Sixth Avenue. They further stated that the woman there would likely be allowed to remain only
a short time. In Fort William the police have also taken steps to clean up the city in this respect,
and since the survey word has come to hand all the inmates of the restricted district have
been ordered to leave.

In Port Arthur one woman is now serving a six-months’ sentence in the jail. She had been
notified that she must leave the city but hoped to avoid the authorities by a marriage with one
of her acquaintances. After the marriage took place she returned to the city openly and was
arrested, brought into Court and sentenced. This case has constituted a warning to like offenders.

While these measures will account for much in the uplift of the two cities, it is to be hoped
that more earnest efforts will be made to do away with this evil entirely. It is found in Fort
William that the social evil exists in houses of a different character. These are chiefly in West
Fort. There, the matter is a family affair and is known to parents or guardians, Such presents
a more difficult problem to deal with but it is hoped that the authorities will keep these places under
surveillance until the necessary evidence is gained, and then see that the criminal code is applied.

EDUCATION.

There are 5 kindergartens, 7 public schools and 1 collegiate institute.

The total enrolment in the public schools in 1911 was 1,968, In 1912 it was 2,183.

The average number of pupils per teacher in the publie schools is 43.

Fifty-five candidates passed the high school examination in 1912.

There were 324 children in the kindergarten; 621 in the primer and 254 in the first book in
1912,

Thus far Manual Training and Domestic Science have had no place on the curriculum, but both
will be introduced in September, 1913, in the public schools. Agriculture has not yet been con-
sidered.

There is no provision for the tuberculous in the schools, but a class for the sub-normal has been
formed.

There is no medical inspection.

The average pupil attends school 176 days in the year, there being 199 school days.

Two of the schools are used outside school hours. In the Central, there are night classes twice
a week, and there is a Hebrew class taught by a Rabbi every night from 4.30 to 7; in the Ogden
Street School there are night classes 8 times per month.

There are no regular couises of lectures given in the Town. The Canadian Club, however, en-
deavours to bring such speakers as it can from time to time.

The percentage of truancy is asserted by the School Officials to be very small, being in one
school three out of 297. The Ogden Street School says 2 per cent. and the Francis Street School,
3 per cent. The Drew Street School reports only 3 cases since September, 1912,

Some knowledge of the importance of the Immigrant population in the City life, may be gained
from the following statements: In the Central School there are 6 Chinamen, and a few Jews of sev-
eral nationalities. In the Drew Street School the nationalities are given as follows: Scotch, 21;
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English, 55; Irish, 4; Canadians, 60; Norwegians, 3; Swedes, 1; Americans, 3; Jews, 3; Finns,
2; Total, 152

In the Francis Street School ther
164 ; English, 74; Americans, 29 ; Swe«

African, 1.

re 206 pupils of the following nationalities: Canadians,

ske, 1: Irish, 33 Scotch, 12 ; Norwegians, 5 South

In the Franklin School, there are 297 pupils of the following nationalities: Canadians, 175;
English, 81; Scotch, 15 Americans, 17; Dutch, 2; Austrians s, 4; and Irish, 2
In the Isabella, the pupils are all of English-speaking parents: ( anadians, 111; Secotch, 21;

English, 18; Americang, 8; Irish, 4

In the Ogden Street School, situated in the Finn Colony and on the horder of the Coal Dock
District, the children of immigrant parents are vastly in the majority. Unfortunately the exact
fiures could not be obtained. We here give the different nationalities of pupils in order of im
portance: Finng, English, Scotch, Irish, Jews (Russian, German, Polish, Austrian and FEnglish),
Canadians, Americans, Swedes, Norwegians, Greeks, Austrians, Italiar Of the 48 pupils in the
Wavland School, 22 are Poles; 19 are English; 4 Ttalians; 2 Norwegians, and 1 Scotch

These figures do not give correct ideas of the importance of the immigrant population in the

t rece rreat ma-

schools since St. Peter’s Roman Catholic School in the Coal Docks Dist

jority of the Italians and Poles of that section, as well as many ol the children of thenian par-

ents who belong to the Greek Catholic and Orthodox Greek Catholic Churches
LIBRARIES.

The City has a splendid new public library, whic h has been in use less than a year. Tt is opened
daily; 81 hours in the week in all.

Ther
gatherings.

Some idea of the extent of the work can be gained from the fact that 146 magazines are sub-

s an Auditorium in the building, which is being constantly used for lectures and other

scribed for regularly.

The total number of persons drawing books from the library at the time of the survey was as
lor
er 18, 600,

follows :—men, 1,200; women, 1,000; girls under 18, 400: boys 1
The library has such facilities as a Children’s librarian, a Children’s Reading Room, and

suggested lists of books and papers.

In the fine large basement a smoking-room has been provided where the daily papers are also

kept on file. This has proved a valuable social effort since it attracts many of the homeless men
of the City for whom there is no other entertainment but the bar or pool-rooms.

The schools of the City have permanent reference libraries The number of volumes average
about 300 per school and all the Sunday-schools also maintain circulating libraries.

The library management 18 impressed with the necessity and desir: wbility of providing whole-
some literature for the immigrant people anu an effort is b

leaders for this purpose. Lists of books in different languages are being prepared and placed at

¢ made to co-operate with other

the disposal of these people. An important feature of the work is the organization of boys and
girls in reading clubs, thus giving the librarian opportunity to cultivate in them a taste for the
better books.

The City is about to build a branch library costing about $20,000 in the Westfort Section
and there is no doubt that it will prove a valuable factor in the Canadianizing of the immigrants of
that locality.

The Library is under the direction of the Public Library Committee, consisting of the Mayor,
the Librarian, Miss M. J. L. Black; the Chairman, Mr. W. J. Hamilton; J. A. Underhill, Secre-
tary; C. W. Jarvis, Frank O. Hogan, B. B. Grant, John W hitehurst, W. Cornell and W. W, Southon.
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DEATHS, 1903-1912.
1903, Gen, | Accidents, | 7. B. |Contag. | [Cholers | S6L Typhoid] Total.
| |
1 ‘ l 1
1 1
3 5
3 5 7
4 21
4 11
' H i
5 15
6 13
4 8
2 7
4 7
January .... 3 9
February . 0  biieensissens] 1 [ssssgesalpesesonneien] & Jesenesas 12
8 Lisviveeessalonsesens) B edswvessnroe] & Jesexgues 8
6 1 8
4 3 2 10
4 1 1 i
7 1 1 16
2 8 | 2 |esesesss] 8 feescesesesficsonees 9
4 3 3 13
4 4 2 13
: 5 4 19
7 1 heosvofessszans]l & 13 pswisen 10
4 8
3 b
6 9
2 8
6 9
5 8 |
5 8
i 18 l
b 12 |
3 9
7 15
December . 4 12
1906
JANUATY +ovvviininiinniinnans 3 2 1 12 22
i 4 1 2 20 32
3 2 2 34 47 |
8 4 2 4 20
7 1 7 2 22
6 3 1 2 13
4 1 3 1 13
4 7 5 3 40
5 8 1 6 36
10 6 1 12 36
3 6 1 2 13
6 | 1 ) U T 9
|
6 | 7
8 | 4
8 | 3
9 |iiereesenens
11 3
9 | b
b 10
b 9 6
1 7 7
! 9 2
12 4
11 3
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\ | [ g |
1908 Gen. | Accidents. | TB. |Cootag.| Sholera | S Typhoid| Total.
January 5 | ‘ o 16 l
February . 13 | E . 25
March .. 10 16
April 8 18
May . 6 20
June.. 12 27
D July . 0 18
August . 17 4
September 18 32
October 9 23
Novem be: 8 25
December ... 8 18
1909 |
January 10 3 1 | 5 20
February . 12 5 1 2 21
10 3 3 2 18
3 2 1 9 18
11 1 2 b 19
7 | 6 5 21
6 5
15 2
. 17 5
October ... 6 2
November . 7 4
December 6 7
' January ... 4 6
February 6 2
9 3
7 2
12 3
12 4
8 8
7 2
Septembe 13 | 3
October . .. 12 | 1
November 10 | 4
December 10 | 2
January .... > 3 6
February . . 7 2
March . | M 2
Apri J4 W | 3
May . 4 10 4
June . . 8 10
|18 b
4 B | 2
& . 7 7
| . . J 10 5
‘ November o 10 7
December ... ‘ L8
1912 | |
January .. | 2 5
February . 14 2
13 :
3 3 39
1 1 9 25
b 2 6 22
| 3 6 6 24
| 3 10 3 28
| ] I 6 3 17 i
| l 7 2 2 20
3 5 5 41
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t NUMBER OF DEATHS DURING 1908-1911, AND CAUSES,
w— i 1908 1909 1910 1911
General Diseases } 49 52 7 51
Diseases of Nervous System. . 20 3 15 19
Diseases of Circulatory System............. l 9 5 10 4
Diseases of Respiratory System ............ [ 27 30 82 24
Diseases of Digestive System............... i 29 48 72 46
Diseases of Genito-Urinary System ......... ] 1 1 b 5
Diseases the Puerperal State............... 3 2 4 3
Diseases Early Infancy ......coovvuiiuiians ‘ 34 26 22
Diseases Old Age......coovvvvviiiannans o 1 Jrsessvisavsveses b 4
Violence and other External Causes ........ 52 34 36 55
T-defined Diseases.........ovvvvuivnsinnes 29 12 12 6
Btill-Births ..occoevvsesnssrsscsncansnseas l‘ 22 20 26 “
;‘ Diseases of Skin and Malformations .... ..| 2 feesnniennens v 6 2
Total...covesssienessncressnnnnns ‘ 217 | 225 326 285
NUMBER OF DEATHS OF CHILDREN FOUR YEARS AND UNDER, 1908-1912, AND
CAUSES.
———————————————— -
—_— 1908 1909 1910 1911
General DiSEASes «..ovveevrvririniaans sares 1 7 27 15
: Diseases of Nervous System. it 1 7 13
I Diseases of Circulatory System.. 1 1 1 1
\l Diseases of Respiratory System ... 11 12 21 13
i Diseases of Digestive System............... 23 4 66 40

Diseases of Genito-Urinary System

Diseases the Puerperal State...............
i Disoases Early Infanoy ...svsvesaessssss 3 20 2 2 !
E Diseases O1d Age.......... St o A :
: Violence and other External Causes.. ......
t_ Ill-defined Diseases..........oovess Torer 1 5 5 1 f
SUU-BIrths ..ovvvveersens AR AS o 2 20 26 “ *
Diseases of Skin and Malformations ........ 1 [esessncenss 1 ‘
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NUMBER OF DEATHS OF CHILDREN UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE, 1908-1912, AND

CAUSES.
— | 1908 1909 1 1910 1911
General Diseases ......covvinvriieniiniians & feeeerrnsaneinnns i 10 10
Diseases of Nervous System.............o0 ‘i 12 1 4 11
Diseases of Circulatory System............. fesnsaserarennsas 1 1
Diseases of Respiratory System ............ 8 8 19 10
Diseases of Digestive System............00s 22 ! 39 61 35
Diseases of Genito-Urinary System......... |
Diseases the Puerperal State............. \
Diseases of Early Infancy........coovviiies \ l‘
Diseases Old Age......oorveerrrnesesansans { s evaionsasannhs i o5 susisanvaeans e A e e e
Violence and other External Causes......... s aes ! ................ ) ................ 1
T1l-defined Diseases..........oovvvvsvrnnnns | 7 b B |eseeneensnane oes
Still-Births..... ‘( 22 20 26 4
Diseases of Skin and Malformations. . O O T T T 5 1
C Tt W N SV B 1 mw | o4 157 134
|

DEATHS FROM INTESTINAL DISEASES OF CHILDREN UNDER TWO YEARS

—_— 1908 1909 1910 1911

| |

Intestinal Diseases of Children under 2 years| ‘ [
of age ... 23 43 ‘ 66 42

‘l \

I —
23 43 # 66 | 43
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Tusercurosis—ALL Forus.

— 1908 } 1909 1910 ' 1911
Tuberculosis—all forms ...oooveeviiisnnnes 13 1 27 21
|
[
|
|
e ey = = Al
13 1 21 | 21
|
HEALTH.

The number of deaths per 1,000 of the population for the years 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911 has
been:—17.8, 12.8, 16.4, 13.9. The causes of death in each of these years are given in the tables
attached. In this 4-year period there were 1,113 deaths; the greater number mainly among children
under five years of age, there being 576 such deaths, more than half of the total. A closer examina-
tion shows that of this last number 495 deaths were those of children under one year of age.

The number of births in Fort William for the four years was as follows :—1908, 442; 1909,
413; 1910, 553; 1911, 664; a total of 2,072, that is, the Infant Mortality rate for the four years’
period was 238.9 per 1,000 births, thus the vital statistics show that practically every fourth child
born in Fort William is still born or dies before it is one year of age.

This calculation includes the number of still births. Prior to 1908, it was customary to
correct both death and birth figures, by subtracting from each, the number of still births regarded
as such. But this has been impossible since, because the Registrar General has omitted to publish
the number of still births registered as births.

The death rate from Tuberculosis shows a considerable increase in the four year periol. The
rates for the different years are as follows +—1908, .82; 1909, .61; 1910, 1.36; 1911, 1.01. The same
is true concerning the death rate from Intestinal Diseases of children under two years of age. For
the different years it was as follows :—1908, 1.45; 1909, 2.38; 1910, 3.32; 1911, 2.08.

The returns from the Provincial Registrar for 1912, are not yet available, but the City Medi-
cal Health Officer states that for 1912, the Tuberculosis death rate is 0.8 and the death rate from
Intestinal Diseases of children 1.8. The death rate from accidents and other external causes is
also worthy of attention +—1908, 3.20; 1909, 1.88; 1910, 1.81; 1911, 2.66. Such a high rate
might well merit some attention on the part of the Authorities as to measures for preventing of
accidents. Accidental drowning, Railway Accidents and accidents in mines are responsible to a
very great extent. The Tuberculosis rate and the Infantile Mortality rate constitute a difficult
problem for the Medical Authorities, since they have been handicapped by the presence of slum
districts housing a population ignorant of proper health measures and for whom little is being
done in the way of education.

The following contagious diseases must be reported to the Board of Health: Small-pox, Leprosy,
Scarlet Fever, Diphtheria, Bubonic Plague, Chol era, Measles, Typhoid Fever, Chicken-pox,
Whooping Cough, Mumps, Tuberculosis, Rabies, Erysipelas. There is a special order that all cases
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of Tuberculosis shall be reported, and that houses be fumigated, after the removal of such patients.
The report of Tuberculosis cases to the Medical Health Office is apparently very poor, there being
about four times as many deaths from Tuberculosis in 1912, as there were cases reported.

The City has an anti-spitting ordinance, but as usual this is but poorly observed. There is
great need for the enforcement of this by-law. The spitting nuisance in street-cars and other public
places has become acute in the City.

The birth rate in Fort William last year, was 35 per 1,000 of population, there being 803
births. The reporting of births is fairly accurate. The Uity Clerk pays particular attention to
this matter. Mid-wives are not licensed to practise.

The City water supply is obtained from a natural lake in the hills, and is owned by the
Municipality. The general condition of the water is very good.

The City removes the garbage and rubbish. This is supposed to be weekly, but is not so car-
ried out, especially in the winter time. In the Coal Docks and Westfort Districts there is often
no garbage removal for months. Provincial Legislation governs these matters in the City, there
being no municipal by-laws.

Street cleaning is in the hands of the Municipality. In the better districts of the City the
streets and lanes are kept fairly clean, but in winter time, and especially in the poorer sections,
ashes and garbage are allowed to accumulate in the lanes. Dry sweeping is allowed.

Through the distribution of leaflets and articles in the paper the Board of Health is seeking
to carry on campaigns of health education, but the stafl is as yet very inadequate to the needs
of the City. The Medical Health Officer does not give his entire time and he requires many
more assistants.

With regard to Tuberculosis and the care of babies, the Health Department Nurse is doing
good work. She visits all new born babies and other cases when requested. The Anti-Tubercu-
losis Society also distributes literature.

The City stands in need of a wide-spread, well organized health education campaign. It
has already suffered much, and with the growth of its increased population and slum districts, is
likely to suffer more. The efforts of the officials will accomplish much more if seconded by the
citizens, and their support can be gained only through such a campaign.

There is no doubt that the Infant Mortality could be greatly decreased through the establish-
ment of pure milk depots. As yet Fort William has no such institutions.

HOUSING.

The City has no housing regulations other than the building by-laws and these pertain al-
most entirely to the structural side of the problem. Such health regulations as the City has
are embodied in the Public Health Act of the Province of Ontario. The regulations with
regard to the powers of inspection of the Medical Health Officer and the regulation concerning the
proper ventilation of buildings and also of overcrowding of buildings are found in Section 86 of
the Public Health Act, which reads as follows:—(1) The medical officer of health or any sanitary
inspector acting under his instructions, may at any time of the day or night, as often as he
thinks necessary, enter into a lodging house, tenement, where rooms are rented, or a laundry where
the owner or employees reside upon the premises, or other building where he has reason to suspect
that the same are overcrowded or occupied by more persons than is reasonably safe for the health
of the occupants.

(2) Tf upon such examination it is found that the premises are occupied by more persons than
is reasonably safe for the health of the occupants, and that the sleeping rooms aie such that 600
cubic feet of air cannot be provided for each occupant, or that the rooms or premises occupied by
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them are in a filthy or unclean state, or that any matter or thing is there which, in the opinion
of the medical officer of health, found on his own inspection or on the report of the sanitary in-
spector, may endanger the public health or the health of the occupants, the medical officer of
health may order the owner or occupants to remove the inmates from the premises, or to remove
that which causes the premises to be filthy or unclean, and put the rooms in a condition fit for
human inhabitants.

The City has no regulation making provision for running water in each house. There is a
special act enforcing the provision of lavatories in all houses, and an effort is now being made to
enforce this regulation. There are different sections of the City, however, notably the Coal
Docks and Westfort, which are inadequately supplied with sewers and the regulation therefore does
not apply.

There are no regulations concerning the use of cellars or basements for living purposes, but
all buildings of 3 or 4 storeys are required to have firc-escapes.

HOW TO AVOID SLUMS.

At times conditions exist which might easily develop into slum life, becoming a possible feature
of life. In the summer time, when industrial and labor activities bring in a larger number of
foreigners than usually reside here, there is a considerable amount of over-crowding in
certain sections of the City (Port Arthur Daily News, March 16th, 1912). The article gives the
following suggestions on “ How to Avoid Slum Conditions.”

(1) A clause in the Municipal Building By-law, that every dwelling must be fronted on
60 foot street, and that only one dwelling shall be erected on each 20 x 100 foot lot.

(2) A philanthropic or municipal association to help workingmen to build and own their
own homes, by advancing money at low interest.

(8) The prompt removal of garbage and rubbish and daily “keep clean ” campaign.

(4) The prohibition of men and boys from taking wood, or clothing, etc, from the City
Nuisance Grounds.

(5) The banishment of rag, bottle and junk yards from residential districts.

(6) The closing up of all cess-pools and outdoor closets in the thickly settled parts of the
City, and the substitution of modern plumbing.

(7) A bath in every home—not public baths.

(8) The appointment of women, as well as men for health inspection and school attendance
officers.

(9) Widows with children to be assisted by the Municipality where necessary to train
their children in good citizenship.

(10) Regular medical and dental inspection of children. Special attendance for those unable
to pay. A trained nurse to be attached to each large school.

(11) Closer inspection of the milk supply, and pure milk to be furnished, at cost, to poor
families.

(12) Simpler instruction, and more manual training in the schools provided for the poorer
classes of children.

(13) Numerous play-grounds, with someone to encourage and assist the children.

(14) A school regulation, that every boy, between the age of 14 and 16 must learn a trade.

(15) The providing of a number of boarding house homes for working girls, equipped with
baths, laundry and reception parlor.
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(16) Direct the erection of municipal lodging house for labors and transients.
(17) Provision of numerous lavatories.
(18) The establishment by philanthropic people, of social centres, where the poor may meet
for companionship, recreation and instruction.
(19) A municipal poor farm in the suburbs, for the care of the dependents, and the training
of inefficients.
HOSPITAL SERVICE.

There are two Hospitals in the City: McKellar General and the Isolation Hospital. On the
day of enquiry, in March, there were 75 inmates in the McKellar Hospital and one in the Isolation
Hospital. The General has a Superintendent, three graduate nurses and 23 pupil nurses, while
the Isolation Hospital has one permanent nurse, assisted by the Board of Health visiting nurse.
Some wards and beds have been furnished by individuals and by organizations, but from these there
is no revenue apart from the upkeep of the furniture. The City pays the hospitals $1.00 per
day for resident indigent patients, and the annual bill for such patients averages about $3,000.
There is no endowment for the hospitals, nor have the churches, as yet, instituted a Hospital
Sunday when the collection should be donated to these institutions. About the only relationship
between the organizations of the churches and the hospitals is in the way of sick visiting and
the donation of flowers. There are no free dispensaries in the City. Such agencies could per-
form an important duty in the assistance of the immigrant population, especially in the matter of
instruction to mothers in the care of infants. At present, the nurse under the Board of Health

(] is the only such agency. There is no special provision for tuberculosis cases; no special clinies nor
sanatoria for incipient and advanced cases; no fresh air schools or day camps. The McKellar
Hospital bears the burden of this work, except for the number of advanced cases sent to the Pro-
vincial Sanitorium. There is no provision in the City for convaluscents and incurables. There is
no visiting nurses’ association. Such work as is done is left to the nurse of the Board of
Health. There are no other agencies having visiting nurses on their staff, nor is there adequate
provision for the deaf, blind, epileptic, feeble-minded or insane. The blind and deaf are sent
to the Provincial Institution at Belleville; the epileptic to the Institution at Woodstock; the feeble-
minded to Guelph or Orillia, and the insane to Toronto or Kingston. The City is in need of a
graded institution for the care of the feeble-minded. It needs a House of Refuge for the aged
and infirm, and & hospital instead of a jail for the insane. There is no special clinie or hospital
pavilion for the examination and early treatment of mental and nervous disease, nor does any
agency undertake the after-care of patients discharged from hospitals. The Relief Officer is
constantly receiving such patients who are unable to undertake heavy work, and are, therefore a
burden on the City, unless some light employment can be found.

CHILD WELFARE.

[t | | [ e il

| | | |

Jan. | Feb. | Mar, April .\hy.‘.lune.July. Aug. |Sept.| Oct. Nov. | Dec. |Totals
[

|
il ] o

Children made Wards........ooovees
Children placed in homes
Returned to us .

Received from a
Sent to Provincial Superintendent .
To place (At end of month).
Sent to Industrial Schoo!
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The above is a statement of the work of the Children’s Aid Society of Thunder Bay District
for the year 1912, and is brought up to date Dec. 20th, 1912.

On Jan. 1st, 1912, we had two children on hand for placing; one of these was placed in Janu-
ary, and the other in February. There were three on hand on March 1st, two of whom were placed
during the month; the one left with us then remained unplaced until July when a home was
secured for him on a market garden, but he was returned to us within two weeks. In October he
was taken to the Provincial Shelter.

In July, two children were made Wards of the Prov. Supt., they appear in columns, Made
Wards and sent to P.S., at the time of committal they were at Toronto.

CLASSIFICATION.

Classification. Jan Feb Mar Ap'l May June July/Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Totals

CABES .vvoancovs srassssnssnssasnnesssnsssnsons 5| 9| 6 o1
Causes. ‘ |
|

In police court 2 1 " 12
For theft. 2| 1. 6
Mischief fasss]s 3
Late hour: 12
Cigarettes . 3
Damage to proper 2
Neglect. ... 22
Dependent . 5
Destitute 4
Schooling. . 8 [eossfosss 13
Assistance to parent... 2 3 4 22
Complaint against parent 2 2 26
Assisting older children ... 1 4
Special oversight given to ward . 11
Interference with ward 1
Moving pictures..... 2
Criminal offence. 6
Immoral home .. 4
House of ill-fame 1
BIaP8isosvnsnene 1
Feeble minded .... 2

911 |14 159

Children involved ......oovvvvrrinseniinnnns

In cases and Children Tnvolved, no case is reported more than once.
In Causes the numbers of Times dealt with is given.
Corrected to December 20th, 1912,

CHILD WELFARE IN THUNDER BAY DISTRICT.

The main factors in the devetopment of child-life are parents, home, companions, school and
church, each of these having a place in the equipment of a child for the battle of life.

With the records we have regarding the prevalence of Physical Degeneracy, Mental Deficiency,
and Moral Perversion as causes, direct or contributary, of youthful delinquency we must recognize
the importance of safeguarding the Springs of Life. Our business with the parent then first, is
to prevent the marriage and reproduction of the physically and mentally unfit; until we have ade-
quately dealt with this problem we will have the delinquent, youthful and adult, to provide for. The
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strongest human influence brought to bear on child-development is that of the home, it is only as
tiie home become non-efficient that the influences of the street are paramount in character building.
Standards of living as expressed in the home are determining factors in character development ot
the children growing up in the home. And with the realization of this comes the sense of respon-
sibility, as individuals and as a community, for conditions as they exist to-day in our Distriet,
and elsewhere in our Country, conditions of over-crowding, where a family, or in many cases more
than one family live in one room, where in addition to the family of the proprietor there are from
ten to twenty boarders living in a six-roomed houge. Under such conditions it is impossible for
those living as they are forced to do without privacy, or even the decencies of life to become Cana-
dians in the best meaning of the word

The expression given to cocial life, the wear and tear upon the nervous system of individuals
by enforced close contact with others, the loss of the quality of delicacy, are perhaps more than
we realize entering into the production of petty erime In addition to this there are questions
involving the health and physi

1l well-being of those occupying such houses, one can hardly call
them homes.

When we are considering the influences brought to bear upon the development of the child
by companions, we are in contact with the problem not of individuals alone, but the community.
Children are essentially social in their instinets which, in the case of the boy, manifests itself in
the “gang,” and the influences of this social life upon the individual is that of the total of the
homes represented acting upon that individual. Side by side with the efforts that are being made
to safemuard child-life and to secure to every child a reasonable share of happiness and a fair

prospect for the future, there are existent conditions which, in a large measure duplicate and
multiply the problems attendant upon such work. To remove children from an environment of in-
difference, ignorance and vice in order that they may have the opportunity, otherwise denied them,
of becoming helpful members of Society and self-respecting citizens, and at the same time to allow
conditions to exist which directly and indirectly contribute to children becoming neglected and
delinquent, is to nullify our work. Children are removed because of immoral conditions in the home,
becanse of drunkenness or other vice on the part of the parents, or because the home is an unfit place
by reason of neglect or depravity for such child; and yet our indifference regarding the needs of
men is so great that we allow a number of families, two or more, to occupy and live in one room, and
that a number of families, or a family and several boarders are crowded together in one house with no
separate conveniences, no privacy, no home life possible, is quite a recognized thing: and we pass by
on the other side with the remark “Foreigners.” When we realize the meaning of the facts that can
be proven from records, that the average of convictions of those born in America of foreign par-
ents is three times that of the native-born American: that the second generation of those coming
to us from other countries is twice as criminal as his father, and three times as criminal as the
native-born, we will not rest until a solution has heen reached in regard to the living conditions
amongst the “Foreigners.”

The relation of the School to the Child should be more than merely the presenting of the
opportunity for an education. Regular attendance must be insisted on and enforced. Backward
pupils from whatever cause should have special consideration. For a short time a epecial class
was conducted in Fort William for sub-normal pupile with good results, but unfortunately has
been discontinued. Backward children are potential if not actual delinquents and fall easily into
the hands of those who prey upon human life.

As, with due regard to the influences of heredity and environment, the final appeal is to the
moral fibre of the individual, we should not neglect so great a factor in child welfare as that of
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religious training; nor can we place too much emphasis upon the need of vital religion in the
life of every individual in the community.

Many of our social problems would be solved if to love God and to love our neighbor were
the rule of living.

As the embodiment of public opinion in regard to the problems affecting child-life in the
district stands the Children’s Protection Act by Order-in-Council; every phase of child-life, every
influence for good or ill that bears directly or indirectly upon children, is properly within our
sphere of action. With offices in Fort William and an Inspector giving full time to this work,
we have the means of recording and investigating every complaint sent in. In addition to financial
and sympathetic co-operation, which are necessary, we ask that those knowing of cases requiring
investigation would immediately and fully report to the office of the Society, Fort William.

As far as possible our work is done quietly and confidentially, but our action in any given
case may be ascerzained by those interested applying to the Secretary.

Frank Braix, Inspector.

MUNICIPAL AND PRIVATE RELIEF.

The relief work of Fort William is practically all in the hands of the City Relief Office.
There had been a relief society, but when the relief officer was appointed in January, 1912, the
society dishanded. This officer is appointed yearly, giving part time only to the work, and submits
his reports to the Council. Tn 1912 he dealt with 27 families, 99 indigent patients in the hospital,
392 homeless men, 2 homeless women, and 10 others. Among the families aided, 11 were those of
sick breadwinners, 1 of a man out of work, 1 is classified as that of an able-bodied man, either
drunken or lazy, six were families of deserted wives, and 1 a family of a widow. Wherever prac-
ticable an investigation of the home of the applicant is made. The maximum amount per month
given to any one family is $20 for food, and fuel is added if required. The city has no municipal
lodging-house, but the police station is used as a lodging-place.

The only private relief of the city is that given by the churc hes and the Hebrew Benevolent So-
ciety, but for these little can definitely be said since their work is not thoroughly organized, and
their records are very scanty. There is no adequate work test for the homeless, but the Relief
Officer is usually able to get work for all applicants. There is a farm colony to which confirmed
vagrants are sent, but no such institution for men temporarily out of work.

CARE OF THE AGED.

There is little care for those, who have become incapacitated on account of old age, other
than admission and maintenance in the Toronto Institutions for the aged. In one case board is
provided in a private family in the City. There is no provision made in the matter of securing
employment for those who, for any reason cannot enter public institutions, and who are still able
to perform a reasonable amount of work. They are permitted to pick up the usual casual em-
ployment incident to a City of that size.

A CHARITY PROGRAM FOR THE TWIN CITIES.

The chief difficulty in the relief work of Port Arthur and Fort William to date, has been the
lack of co-operation between the charity forces of the two cities. In the period of the survey men
were known to seek relief from the authorities in one city and having received what assistance they
could they proceeded to the authorities of the other city to solicit help there. The fault to be found
in this state of affairs is not so much the cost to public funds, although that is bad enough, but in
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the fact that it encourages a number of professional paupers. We feel sure that the relief prob-
lem will never be satisfactorily settled until there is one organization for the two cities, or at least
two organizations in close co-operation.

It would appear advisable that the two municipalities should be divided into charity districts,
that in each district there should be a committee to deal with all applications for relief arising
in its territory. All applications should be made at one central office, where the case would be
immediately investigated, and the necessary aid given to support the applicant until the next
meeting of the charity committee o! his district. At this meeting the case would be carefully con-
sidered and a constructive policy formulated, so that the applicant is under its exclusive super-
vision and would be unable to draw assistance from several sources. By this plan records of all
cases are kept at one central burean. Applications for relief to private citizens or to any other
agency are immediately referred to the bureau so that over-lapping is entirely eliminated and cases
are dealt with constructively.

Some such plan must be worked out in the twin cities. There are many families and home-
less men who suffer sharp distress in the winter season chiefly through unemployment.  Railway
construction work has been abandoned, freight handling affords less employment through the closing
of navigation, and before the rush comes in the Spring many need help. At present, through
the lack of co-operation they are able to draw from many agencies and private citizens, and thus
are encouraged in professional pauperism in this season. Through the plan above described there
can be no duplications. Every case must go through one office and is helped only temporarily until
the committee for the district to which it belongs can devise a programme for it. This prevents the
system of doles from many sources. If the case requires a cousiderable expenditure to rehabili-
tate it, such is given and the family made independent once more. While the present system per-
sists, many will take advantage of it and will be found year after year calling for relief.

THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACT OF ONTARIO.

Section VII—Schedule B.

If the Board is satisfied upon examination, that a cellar, room, tenement or building, within
its jurisdiction, occupied as a dwelling place, has become by reason of the number of occupants,
want of cleanliness, the existence therein of a contagious or infectious disease, or other cause unfit
for such purpose as that, it has become a nuisance, or in any way dangerous to the health of the
occupants, or of the public. They must issue a notice in writing to such occupants, or any of
them requiring the said premises, to be put in a proper sanitary condition, or if they see fit, re-
quiring the occupants to quit the premises, within such time as the Board may deem reasonable.
If the person so notified, or any of them neglect or refuse to comply with the terms of the notice,

( every person so offending, shall be liable to the penalties imposed by Section 18, or the law of
the Board may cause the premises to be properly cleaned, at the expense of the owners or occupants,
and may remove the occupants forcibly and close up the premises of the same, which shall not
again be occupied, as a dwelling place, until the place be put into proper sanitary conditions. The
penalty is a fine of not less than $5, nor more than $50 and costs; and imprisonment for 14 days,
if fine is not paid. {

Section 65. It shall be the duty of every local Board of Health to cause to be made, from time
to time, inspections of its district in order to prevent the accumulation, within the district, of any
dirt, filth or other things, which may endanger the public’s health, and with a view to ascertain
what nuisances exist, calling for abatement, under the powers of this Act, and to enforce the pro-
visions of this Act, in order to abate any such nuisances.

(Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1887, c. 206 and s 56.)
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