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MINUTES

. OF THE

AFRICAN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

Dear River, Saturday, Sept. 28th, 1867—2 o'clock

The Association met, pursuant to adjournment, with the
Bear River Church.” After singing, prayer by the Rev.
George Neal. The Rev. James Thomas read the 3rd chapter
of Malachi, and lectured trom the same.. Several of the min-
istering brethren and others followed. g

Sunday—Met at half-past 10 o'clock, a. m. The house
being densely crowded, and about 300 outside who could not
tnd entrance, a request was made to send a minister out-
side; the Rev. James‘Thomas consented to take the open
air stand. Preaching in.the bhouse by the Rev. George R.
Neal, from 18th chapter of Exodus, 11th verse; followed by
Rev. Mr. Freeman, Brothers Jones and Hall. Open air
preaching by Rev. James Thomas, from 11th chapter of
Matthew, 1st verse; followed by Brothers J. E. Jackson,
Franeis and Wilmot. \

8 o’clock, p. m.—In the house, preaching by Rev. Henry
Jackson, from II Corinthians, 4th chapter, 6th v_erse;ﬁ(ol-
lowed by Rev. Mr. Freeman and Brother Jones. 'Open|air
preaching by Rey. George R. Neal, from 3rd chapter RKJVC-
lations, 21st verse; followed by Brothers Roan, Butler, Da-
vid Dize, J. E. Jackson and Rev. James Thomas.

7 o'clock, p. m—Preaching by the Rev. Mr. Freeman,
from 12th chapter of Hebrews, 1st verse; followed by Rev.
James Thomas. '

" Afterwards Brother James Edward Jackson was duly or-
dained as an Evangelist. The Candidate related his Chris-
tian experience and call to the Ministry to the entire satis-
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faction of the congregntion. Questions were asked by the
Rev. George R. Neal; Ordinetion Prayer by the Rev.
Henry Jackson, and Charge given by the Rev. James Thomas.
"The ceremany was concluded by singing the 950th Hymn in
the Psalmist.

Monday, 9 o'clock, a. m.—After singing, prayer by Rev:
James Thomas.

Resolved, That the Rev. Henry Jackson be Chairman, and
(Brother James Johnson be Moderator.

Voted, That at 3 o’clock we have a closed door Meeting.

Moved and Seconded, That the Letters from the various
Churches be read. :

Resolved, That Brother Jobn R. Thomas read the same.
The Letters from the various Churches were then read, from
which the following statistics were found :—

State of the Clurches.  Increase and Decrease.

= Chnrches. Baptized. Rec’d. Excluded. Removed. Digd. Total.
Halifax, 10288 0 1. .87
Hammond Plains, 0 2.9 0 9. 56
1st Preston, e’ 1 0 4 79
3d Preston, New Road, 0 Qin ) 3 1 19
Dartmouth, 0 Qi B 0 0 11
Beech Hill, . 1 R 10 0 0 7
_Campbell Road, 0 Bii @ 0 0 8
Horton, 0 0 1 0 0 10
Corawallis, 0 0o 0 0 0 21
Granville Mountain, 0 9 5 0 0 46
Bear River, g .p.- 8 0 0 vl
Digby Joggins, 0 g 3 0 0 18
Weymouth, 0 0 0 0 0. 17
Yarmouth, 0 0 1 0.0 T
Liverpoal, g Thlw 0 ot Ie
| \ Boot 15140 3 8 443
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Request ‘being made from the Hammond Plains Church
for the Association to be held with them—
Resolved, That our next Association be held with the

Hammond Plain Church, on the last Saturday in Séptember,

1868, and that the Rev. George Rl Neal preach the Intro-
ductory Sermon, and the Rev. J. Edward Jackson be his

alternate. X :

Voted, That the Resolution of the Halifax Chiurch, a8 ,

regards ®iocal Preachers, be approved, and that their Letters
of Licence be renewed every three years. 1

Also Resolved, That if any Brother should lose his Licence,
and he being worthy, he may by applying to the Secretary of
the Association have a copy of the former,

Prayer by Brother Jones. Adjourned for. 10 minutes,

Met at 11 o'clock, a., m.—The Rev. James Thomas
preached the Introductory Sermon, from 68th Psalm, 31st
vetse : ¢ Princes shall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia shall

- goon. stretch out her hands tnto God.”

. Prayer by Rev. Mr. Freeman. . = . = .
3 o'clock, p. m.—Ministers and Delegates met, .pursuaht
to adjournment. Prayer by Rev. James Thomas.
Brother Smithers’s ¢ase was brought before the Council,

’

and after a considerable discussion some of the brethrén said
that they wished to withdraw themselves from the Assotiation
and follow Smithers, and gave in their names a8 follows—
4saac Middleton, Henry Francis, Frederick J. Ford, Isahe
Cuff, Blias Marsh, Joseph Francis, John H. Cuff, Peter J.
Hawkins, Isaac Johnsén, Isaac Tutner, and Israel Hawkirs.
Adjoutned. o /

7 o'clock, p. m.—Preaching by Rev. J. E. Juckgon, from

/

‘14th chapter of Matthew, 12th verse; followed by Rev.

George R.(Neal.

Tuesday.—At 9" o’clock, 8. m. the Meeting was called to
order by the Chairman.  Prayer by Deacon Wilmot. (o
Resolved, That the Report from the Yarmouth Church, -

the
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brought by Brother David Dize, bereceived, and a delegat]on

‘ch
of Ministers be appointed to investigate matters concerning
Ko the difficulties of their Church. : :
er, Moved by Rev. George R. Neal, Seconded by Rev. Henry
ro- Jackson, That the Minutes of the Dartmouth and Halifax
his Churcheg, as regards Rev. Benson Smithers's case, be re-
ceived, and that he be excluded from our. Association.
& \ (Adopted:y
ers Furtheré is the opinion of this Association, from the
evidence a¥duced, that he, the said Rev. Benson Smithers,

ce, " has been guilty of immoral conduct on geveral occasion: ;
7 of ) therefore his credentials from this body, anthorizing him to
7}% & duties of a Clergyman, be annulled from this date,
[i4+ 7 J41ed By Thomas Jones, Begonded by Rev. J. E. Jackson,
e hat the eleven members who gave in their names to follow
s ~ “Bmithers be expelled and their names be inserted in our
hall Minates. <(Adopted.e)> \
: Resolved, That the Rev. James Thomas, Rev. G. R. Neal .

-and John R. Thomas superintend the printing of the Minutes.

X

“Prayét beirg offered wup by the Rev. Henty Jackson, we

aht o Voted, That John R. Thomas write the Circular Letter.
Prayer by David Dize. Adjourned.

eil, Met at 2 o'clock, p. m.—Megting called to order by the
said v Chairmran. Financial affairs settled satisfactorily. Adjourned.
tion < " Met at 7 o'clock, p. m.—Preaching by Brother David
e ‘Dize, from 14th chapter of Jobn, 15th verse; followed by
’j‘” * . PBrothers Wilmot, Roan, Jones, Butler, and all our tinister-
v . ing brethren. ~After which the Boxology was suig, and'the
ids. M congtefation joined hands.

rom separatéd 10 eet with thie Hammond: Plains Chutoh on the
tev. . last-Sdturday in Beptetber, 1868.
d to ;
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Ministers, Licentiates, Deacons, Counsellors, §e.

+ Halifax.—Rev. James Thomas; Deacons, William Bar-
yett, Peter Brown, Chatles Biddle; Counsellors, Daniel
Gross, Joseph Cox; Door-keeper, Jobn Spriggs ; Secretary,
John R. Thomas.

Hammond Plainsg—Rev. James Thomas; Licentiate, Tho-
mas Jones; Deacons, Gabriel David, Charles Giggy;, Coun-
cellors, Stephen Manigo, Frederick David ; -Door-keepers,
William Wilson, Abram Johnson; Clerk, Daniel Goffican;
Asdiatant Clerk, Alexander Emerson.

Preston 1st.—Rev. James Thomas, Rev. Geeorge R. Neal ;
Liceutiates, Thomas Saunders, Geprge Brown. John €ollins;
Deacons, James Slawter, David Brown, George Taylor, Wil-
tiam Deer; Counsellors, Peter Williams, John Thompum.
Door- keeper«, John Brooks; Clerk, Joseph Evans.

Preston 3rd, New Road.—Rev, George R. Neal; Coun-
sellor, William Smith. C

Dartmouth.—Rev, James Thomas ; Doacons, John Gerry,

. Charles Roan ; Counsellor, Richard-Tynes.

Beech Hill.—Rev. James Thomas; Deacon, Alexander
Bailey; Counsellor; John R. Thomas,

Campbell Road,—Rev. James Thomas ; Licentiates, Hen-
ry Bailey, Eppy Carvery; Deacon, Ben_]amm Fletcher.

Horton.—Rev. James Thomas § Deacons, Daniel Doleman,
Dennis Doleman.

Cornwallis.—Rev. James Thomas; Deacon, Daniel Taylor;
Connsellor, John Smith.

Granville Mountain.—Deacon, Edward Dixon.

Bear River.-~Rev. Henry Jackson; Deacon, Jas. Johnson.

Digby Joggins.—Rev. Heary, Jaukson, Deacon, James
Wilmot 3 . Counsellors, William Harrison, Peter Butler.

Weymouth.—Rev. James Edward. Jackson;: Counsellor,
James Lankford.

Yarmouth.—Rev! James Edward Jackson; Deacons, Silas
Chandler, James Crawford ; Counsellor, David Dize.

Liverpool.—Deacon, John Fells; Counsellors, James Wade,
Robert Ely.
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SABpATH ScHOOL—in connection with the Halifax Churel,
Cornwallis Stréet.—Superintendent, Charles Biddle ; Assist.
ant Superintendeut, Peter E. Mackerrow; Treasurer, Alex-
ander Bailey; Secretary, John 1. Thondas.

AR R S A

CIRCULAR LETTER.

DE A4 IEL'Y BELOVED BRETHREN,—

Another yearthas passed and carried with it its thousands, .
some of whom we expect to meet on the fair pldins of un-
clquded Glory, where the Lamb that is.in the midst of the
I'hrone shall feed them and lead them to fountains of living
water, and God shall wipe all tears from their faces. *

Dear Brethren,—Knowing that this world is not our
home—for we are .strangers and sojourners, as were our fa-

. thers—therefore we seek a Country which the world by na-

ture know nothing about, For this end let us strive to !et
our light shine while in the world, that men may see our
good works, and glorify our Father which is in Heaven.
Then will the unthinking world take cognizance of us, and
say—** Their Rock is not as our Rock"~—*“Their God is not
as our God,” and yith Baaam of old say—* Let me die the
death of the rightéous, and let my last end be like his.”

1 beseech yoti therefore Brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and ac-
ceptable unto God ; which is your reasonable service. And
be not conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then, and then only, will we feel
the rays of God's glory, shining forth from between the
cherubims of His presence in our midst. Then a song of ex-
ultation will be sung, Behold how good and how pleasant it
is for bretbren to dwell together in unity ! it is like the pre--
cious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the

\ beard—even Aaron’s beard—that went down to the skirts
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of his garment ; &s the dew of Hermon, and as the.dew that
descended upon the Mountains of Zion,—for there the Lord
commanded the blessing, even life forevermore. ;

Now, the God of Peace that brought again from the dead
our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through
the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in
every good work, to do his will, working in you that which
is well plqp.sing in his sight, through Jesus Christ—to whom
be glory Sbr ever and ever—AMEN,
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