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CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

May 26, 1877.

The CaNADIAN [LLUSTRATED NEWS is pub-
lished by e BURLAND-DESBARATS LITHO-
GRAPHIC AND PUBLISHING COMPANY on the
following conditions:--$4.00 per annum in ad-
vance, $4.60 if not paid strictly in advance.
$3.00 for clergymen, school-teachersand post-
mastersin advance.

Allremittances ind>usiness:ommunications
to be addressed to G. B.BURLAND, General
Manager.

All literary :>crespondence,:iutributions,
&c.,to be addressed to the Editor.

When an answerisrequiredstampsforreturn
postage must beenclosed.

City subscribers are requested to reportat
once tothis office, either personally or by postal
card, any irregularity in the delivery of their
papers.

ONLY ONE.

All we usk of el subseriber of the

CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS

s that he will procure us QNE «ddi-
tional subseriber. 1 his can be easily done,
and 1wl gu fur townrds inereasing the
eficiency of the journal. We are doing
our best to put forth « paper eredituble to
the country, and our friends should meake
ita point to assist wus.  Remember thut
the Dominion showld support at least one
lustrated paper.  Remember too that the
“NEWS " is the only purely Literury paper
i the country.  We invite our friends to
ecamine cirefully the present number or
the paper and judye for themselres of our
efforts in thelr behalf,

CANDAN [LLUSTRATED EWS

Montreal, Saturday, May 261th, 1877.

THE RETURN OF SPRING.

The birthday of our honoured Quecn,
a happy holiday for multitudes, whose
doings upon this valued festival we shall
80 to press too early to record, marks for
Canadians the return of spring. The
winter's winds have given place to the
zephyrs, and the many-throated song will
soon resound through the leafy grove.
The rills are unloosened from their icy
fetters, and the air of heaven in its abund-
ance is building up and invigorating the
frame of man. The flowers respond to
the sun, and are reminding us of their
early approach through their couriers the
violets—for wreaths of tinted blossoms
will soon be here to take up their summer
sojourn, and to gladden the spirit and still
complaint. We are wise to yield our-
selves to these cheering influences, in
seizing the moments of repose that heaven
- has put within our reach—in re-invigor-
ating and re-habilitating life in nature’s
earliest holiday. If we shall temper our
pleasures with judgment, we may hope to
show at the closc of another tide of recrea-
tion and of freedom, a less painful score
of social ills, following upon avoidable
accident and heedless inadvertance, -

Montreal now has her park, and it

~ would be encomraging to see every city in
Canada furnished with a similar pleasure-
ground.  She has hardly yet succeeded in
demonstrating the roots of all her vital
troubles, but she may at least tind allevia-
tion for some of them in calmness and
clear skies. The hearts of the young are
easily drawn into happy responsiveness,
but the growth of atfection will be ad.
vanced by bright surroundings.  Our best
wishes shall go forth with them, and
whether it is the shore or the wave that is
made gav with their presence, we shall
hope to see love and truth in company,
and sober-thoughted discretion bringing
them into close acquaintance,

However the universal throb of nature,
in her well-ordered sympathy with man,
may tempt the more adventurous efforts
of the apirit, we may trust that the appro-
priate joys of the dwelling and the gurden
will not be slighted, and will crown our
toils with culture and grace.

[t our Dominion, at the elose of its first

decade, has yet to build up its fortunes,
in the larger sense, her young men and
maidens may not lose their anticipations
of happiness ; the wedded may rejoice in
a fair heritage, the old find peace and se-
curity, the children be untramelled in
their play. Such are our modest hopes.
Sympathising with the sufferings of many
nations, as they pour over the wires, and
solemnize the breakfast-table, we desire to
see their contentions give place to amity
and peace, and shall be the more grateful
in our outlook in this Dominion, in be-
holding the coming era ushered in, even
in the midst of wars and rumours of wars
and of attention to our own share of the
Empire’s defences, with the pwean :
Deus nobis hae otia fecit.

e B

A Mmosr interesting circular of the
“Bosuian and Herzegovinian Fugitives and
Orphan Relief Fund ” is distributed with
the latest number of Good Words. The
movement for the relief of these poor
people commenced in December, 1875,
The first intention was to confine the aid
to the children and their educasion, but
it was found impossible to refuse relief to
starving fathers and mothers.  Since
March, 1876, twenty day-schools have
been established, containing over 1200
children taught by native Bosnian school-
masters found among the refugees. The
cessation of Austrian relief and the
double price of Indian coin threw the
people into the direct distress, and large
nuibers have been temporarily helped.
3ut the condition of the fugitives is very
much worse than when they first came
over, from the exhaustion of their cattle,
money, and stores ; from the failure of the
local maize crops and from the inunda-
tions. In Dalmatia, thinga are worse than
in Slavonia and Croatia. The poor natives
who have received their exiled brethren
with a generous and beautiful hospitality,
sharing with them wretched huts and
scanty meals, are now absolutely unable
to support the burden of the woe-stricken
who, through the cruelty of the Turks,
have been cast in their midst. There is
no expense in salaries, save in those of
the schoolmasters, and the working ex-
penses are not charged to the fund. Could
Canada do anything for the poor fugitives
from this eruel tyranny ?

————— -

ONE or two cases of sunstroke have al-
ready been reported from a distance. Sun-
stroke must form an important element
for the military authorities to “deal with,
and as soldiers are only men, though
generally good physical specimens of the
race, the regulations might contain matter
of importance to all in warm climates. If
any of our correspondents could furnish
such particulars, we will gladly insert
them. Of a few things in this connexion
we are well persuaded, and they are in
part : ““that sunstroke arises from the
action of heat upon the brain through its
cranial covering.” This might seem plain
enough, but it has nevertheless been ques-
tioned. One of the best safeguards is
found in the cooling effect of the evapora-
tion of water interposed between the head
and the inflaming heat rays, and the
capacities for prevention being taken into
accoynt, it is a danger that, with such due
attention, should be expunged from the
catalogue of human ills. Whether it ever
will be so, or not, must depend upon the
progress of thought and care in individuals
and communities.

EPHEMERIDES.

The contents of LirpINcOTT's MAGazZINE for
June are light and varied. The number opens
with two finely illustrated articles,—the second
of Lady Blanche Murphy’s agreeable Rhine
Sketches, and the concluding paper on the Val.
leysof Peru, A young Italian author, Edmondo
de Amicis, whose name will be new to most
American readers, but whose writings are very
popular in his own land, forms the subject of
an interesting article, which includes a transla.
tion of a deeply pathetic story. . Under the title
of ¢ Curious Couples,” Rev. William M. Baker
recounts some of his experiences as a pastor in
the South, Albert Rhodes discusses the ques-

tion of Chinese immigration, proposa of the

colony at Beaver Falls, and Kthel C. Gale gives
an account of the quaint superstitions still cher-
ished by the Tyrolean peasantry. The stories
are numerous, embracing the continuation of
‘“ The Marquis of Lossie,” ‘“ The Lost Voice,”
by Ita Aniol Prokop, ‘A Love Chase,” by
Clarence Gordon, and “‘ The Priest’s Son,” by
Tourgueneff. In the way of poetry there is a
dainty bit of verse by Paul H. Hayne, a string
of wedding sonnets by Emma Lazarus, and a
‘“ Sleeping Song,” paraphrased from Theocritus.
The editorial gepm‘tments are unusually full
and interesting.

The ArtLaNTIC for June is an extremely read-
able number. Mr. Edward H. Knight’s second
article on *“ Crude and Curious Inventions” is
devoted almost wholly to drums, and contains
more than thirty illustrations of the primitive
instruments of that nature used by the Asiatics
and Africans. Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes con-
tributes one of his inimitable society poems, en-
titled ‘¢ The First Fan,” in which he narrates
the origin of the fan. ** Wa-ha-toy-a: or, Be-
fore the Graders,”” by “H.H.,” 1sa picturesque
description of an excursion to the mountains
and Mexican villages of Southern Colorado. The
South Carolinian who has in previous numbers
photographed so unsparingly the polities and
morals of his unative State gives a clear and
graphic picture of *“South Carolina Society””
and its caste divisions, which the events and
changes of the 18t sixteen years have modified
but by no means abolished. Charles Franeis
Adams, Jr., concludes his paper on ** May-Pole
of Merrymount” with an entertaining account
of Captain Miles Standish’s expedition against
Morton, in the days when all the settlemeunts on
Boston Bay did not number fifty souls; and
Albert G. Browne, Jr., contributes ‘“ The Ward
of the Three Guardians,”’ a story of frontier life
and experience in Utah nineteen years ago. A
critical essay on Fitz-Greene Halleck, from the
pen of George Parsons Lathrop, appears almost
simultaneously with the erection of the poet’s
statue in Central Park, New York, and will be
read with especial interest. “¢Mr. Edward
Fitzgerald's Translations,” are the subject of
another critical paper by T. S. Perry. Inaddi-
tion to Dr. Holmes sprightly pocm there are
poems by Bayard Taylor, R. H. Stoddard, and
Marian Douglas. The Contributor’s Club is
bright and lively, as might be expected, when
both Mark Twain and T. B. Aldrich are repre-
sented in its pages. The public are left to guess
which are their contributions. The original
music this month consists of a song by F. Boott,
with words by W. W. Story. The Memoirs of
Charles Kingsley and Barry Cornwall, Wallace’s
Russia and Schuyler's Turkistan are among the
books reviewed, and under ¢ Education” is an
account of the fine laboratory for women lately
established in Boston.

OUR ILLUSTRATIONS.

THe TurkisH 1roN-cLAD. —The ship of
which an illustration appears in this number of
our journal belongs to the Imperial Navy of
Turkey, but has not yet been enabled to Join
the fleet under the command of Admiral Hobart
Pasha, which is expected to perform efficient
service in the war that has just broken out.
This vessel, which was originally called the
Memdouhiyeh, has been renamed the Hoami-
dich, in honor of the present Sultan, Abdul
Hamid II. She was built, along with a sister
ship, the Mesoudiyeh, by the Thames Iron-
works and Shipbuilding Company at Blackwall,
from the design furnished by Ahmed Pasha,
Chief Constructor of the Turkish navy, slightly
modified by suggestions from the British Ad-
miralty ; and her building was superintended
by Mr. Hounsom, appointed by the Admiralty
ior that purpose at the request of the Turkish
Government. The dimensions of this ship are :
length between perpendiculars, 332 feet ; ex-
treme breadth, 59 feet ; depth, 19 feet ; burden,
5,349 tons, builder’s measurement; displace-
ment, nearly 9,000 tons. The hull is divided
into seventy-one water-tight compartments.
The whole ship is protected by a belt of armour-
plate 12 inches thick, and the main-deck bat-
tery is fortified with plate 12 inches thick at the
water-line and 10 inches above. The bow is
yet more strongly defended, and is furnished
with a powerful iron beak, to pierce an enemy’s
ship below its armour. The main deck is shell-
proof in every part. The main-deck battery,
arranged for a broadside fire, iz 148 feet long,
containing twelve 18-ton guns ; the four corner
ports are so placed at an angle that their guns
may fire astern or ahead of the ship, as well as
on the broadside. There ‘are two 6-ton guns
mounted on the forecastle, and one in the poop.
The engines, constructed by Messrs. Maudslay
and Field, are of 1250 nominal horse power,
and the ship is capable of a very high speed.
The Hamidich is now quite ready to g0 to sea,
but has been delayed some days in the Thames,
owing to causes not yet explained. Her sister,
the Mesoudiyeh, with several other iron-clad
frigates, is lying in the Bosphorus, and will
shortly find employment in the Black Sea.

Sarxia Ngw TowN HALL.—The new Town
Hall in course of construction in Sarnia, a cut
of which is given in this week’s issue of the
News, will be, when completed, one of the
finest mgpnicipal edifices in Western Canada,
and a lasting monument of the enterprise of the
citizens of that rising town. Its architectural
beauty combined with its handsome proportiens
will command the attention of all who see it,

Great care has been betowed on every detail,
and its appointments will he complete ‘in every
particular, nothing being omitted to render it
1n all respects suitable for the purpose for which
it was built. The building will be three stories
high, and from the ground to the main cornice,
50 feet. 1t will be 60 x 90 feet in size, and sur-
mounted on the west side by a tower 128 feet
high, the view from which will be unsurpassed
for beauty and extent. The basement is built
of limestone faced with sandstone, finished in
rock-faced work. The superstructure is built of
white pressed brick, ‘tuck pointed”’ with
Berea sandstone trimmings. The cornice will
be of g;tlvanizml iron and the roof covered with
tin.  The basement or first story will be fitted
up for a meat market, the floor being of sawed
stone flagging. The stalls will be _provided
with ice-boxes and marble-top counters, and
there will also be four hydrants with hose con-
nections placed at convenient points for the
purpose of keeping the place thoroughly clean.
There is one feature about this basement not
usually seen : the walls and ceilings being furred,.
lathed and plastered, except four feet from the-
floor which is to be wainscoated. This story
is 11 feet high. The second story will be ap-
proached by a flight of steps twelve feet wide,,
and will contain a Council Chamber 53 x 36.
feet ; also Police Court Room, Mayor, Clerk,
and Treasurer's offices anc. library, the Clerk
and Treasurer’s offices being provided with fire-
proof vaults. This story is 16 feet high. To.
the right and left of the main entrance are lo-
cated the stairways 6 feet wide, leading to the
third story. This will contain a public hall
76 x 53 feet, at the east end of which is situated
a stage of 16 x 53 feet. 'This hall will be clear
of all obstructions, the roof being self-support-
Ing.  The ceiling will be paneled and finished
with ornamental cornice centres, etc. The en-
tive building will be thoroughly ventilated and
lighted throughout. The estimated cost when
completed and furnished is $22,000. To the
architect, Mr. George Waddell, of Grand Rapids,
Mich., we are indebted for the prospective
drawing of this building.

RAILWAY AceipENT.—About 2 o’clock on the
morning of the 12th inst., a railway accident
occurred close to Danville station, some four
miles this side of Richmond. It appears that
some of the rear cars of a freight train hecame
detached from the remainder of the train, being
uncoupled ou a grade, and ran backwards down
<he decline, where they were met by another
freight train, following at some distance he-
hind, causing a terrible collision. It is sup-
posed that the driver and fireman of the other
eugine must have leaped off. The locomotive
was a total wreck. Fourteen freight cars were
also smashed up, and the d bris scattercd all
over the line. Only two men were reported

badly injured. Ouné of them is a brakesman, .

and the other a man who had charge of a car-
load of horses ; he sustained severe injuries,
while the other man is badly scalded with water
water from the locomotive. A large gang of
men has becn busily engaged clearing off the
dcbris, and the mail train arrived through at
Levis at 4 o'clock, At the moment of the
collision the locomotive was knocked off the
track and rolled over on its side ; had the driver
and fireman not previously leaped, they would
have met a feariul death. Immediately after
the collision the broken cars ignited, and a ter-
rible scene of fire and ruin was witnessed.

OPENING OF THE PERMANENT EXHIRITION AT
PHILADELYHIA.—When the Centennial was at
the height of its success and glory, a number of
the most prominent business men of Philadel-
phia determined to take steps to secure a per-
manent display of artistic, industrial and manu-
facturing specimens ; and at the close of that
great fair the main building was purchased for
this purpose. In this a vast collection of exhi-
bits wag arranged, and upon the anniversary of
the Centennial Exhibition, May 10th, President
Hayes declared the Permanent one opened for
the inspection of the world. :

CoxstaxtiNore.—The city of Constantinople
seems to be specially fitted to be viewed to the
best advantage from a distance. First, thereis
that narrow peninsula, the modern Stamboul,
a series of seven hills, each crowned with a
mosque, which marks the magnificence of a
former ruler. On one side of the city is the
Sea of Marmora ; on the other are the waters of
the Golden Horn. Tapering to a point sea-
wards, Stamboul widens with the land for four
miles, where a massive wall of three miles,
reaching from the Marmora to the Horn, forms
the city boundary. On the opposite bank of
the Golden Horn ‘lies the Frank business quar-
ter, Galata, whence springs a steep hill, on the
summit of which—Pera—the Europeans have
mainly fixed their residence. Thus the city
may be divided into two distinct portions :
Stamboul, the right bank of the Golden Horn,
the chief quarters of the Musulmans, Greeks,
Armenians, and Jews, and on the left bank,
Galata-Pera, the quarters of Europeans and of
that mixed Europeanized race known under the
general name of Levantine.

The magnificent harbor formed by the three-
fold junction of the Lycus, the Bosphorus, and
the Sea of Marmora, is upwards of a mile wide
at its mouth, and of so great a depth that ves-
sels of three thousand tons are moored to the
quays close to the new bridge. The best pros-
pect of the harbor is obtained from Pera.

Stamboul is calculated to contain some three
hundred smosques, of which but fourteen possess
much historical value. The most imposing is
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563, Dy Justinfan, who.exelnimed npoi ity com-
detion F 4 Solomon, 1 have surpassed  thee !
Nine inindred” years later Mahmoud 1L, riding
up to the-high “allar, transformed the church
intoa mosque,  with' the Mohmmnmedun profes.
won of fadth ¢ La Mk il A llah.” _

From. that time it was the wi of every great
Sultuy to bailil a mosiue which should surpass
(his strueture,: . Mahuioud himself raised one of
the most’ noteworthy mosques, and cut ol the
the buwds of is arehitect because he had - made
it lower” than 8t.” Sophia, while Suleiman the
Magnilicent. produced one’ which in its style
urtakes ad muels of the Saracenic  as of the
pezantine. - Lator ‘on Sultan Achmet built the
mosque which bears his name,“and which is
distinguishied ~ by being reckoned " the  chief
mosque of the eity, and being the sole mosque
in the world with six minnrets. It is here that
the old carpet, which s covered the Kasba at
Meeew for thie past year, is annually deposited,
ader -its walls the tesrible “massacre of the
Janiztries- took place,  The handsome  Yeni
Dijami (New Mosque), or mosque of the Sultan
Vialidé, was built by the mother of Mahuioud
1V, wd Cix the first one  encountered after
erassing the Galata bridge, :

The Seraglio, or Paluce, of which the gandens
forin the point of the peninsula, was built by
Mabmoud 1., and cwas the former residence of
the Sultans befurd they took to raising loaus
and buikding unlimited white palices, and it was
from the lofty gate of this palace, the Babeu-
hoontajun ar ** Sublime Porte,” that the Turk-
hi Govarnment derived s colloquial mamee.
Haskiend ‘mecovnnodates the great Jew guarter,
the Achairalty and the Arsenal.  This point in
tiume of peace furnishes the winter. quarters of
the jronselad fleet,

The Petit Champr is a huge: eyprass-forested | Properly

capetery leading up to Pers, sud forms, on
festive ooeasions, the pleasure-park of the hm.
Vler clisses of Urepks aud Avmeninns. The
Grond Clenayp is a Jarger cemetery on the other
s uf e, )

O the sumtait of Peruis a long baibling, the
Galata Serad, b Government college, nnder the
sapervivion of & Prench officer, Beneath is the
tadata Fire Tower, where o sharp lookout ix
Kept for the shiabtest sigus of fire. On the other
sidv of Petay sud to the vight, may be distin-
auishicd the white marble walls of the Palace of

Dolma Bagrehe, where the present Soltan s !

sard o reside,

Reatarl became well-kaown Jwdug the On-
wean War for its linge hospital, the scene of
the bors of Florensee Nightiugale,  The Tower
of Leander, or Madden’s Tower, lies at a shori
distaper from the share,
tegeind, 1t wis here that Hero waited Lor Laan-
dert while Tarkish lore tells of o Sndian's
duaghter placed there to he out of =]l harm,
tut wheowas, afrer ol Kiled by an asp o
cealed inw basket of floweis which had been
ot to her by her lover,

To the et of Sttaboul is Topliaya, o Turkish
gaarter, whers o eatnen fiudry s situated by
the sidde of the mesgue of Mahnomd L

. ) - o

THE EASTERN WAR.
'l"filil\'l'l\"h‘ NAVIL STRENGTH

i

N THE BANTER,

h;‘iil'“t'tl,
aperations carried vn for the purpose of con.
stresing a. l;l'il]glr
siielting the envmy from o distance,
cully of crossing the river owing to these gou.
boats ~ has not been undorestimatesd by

Greck Cathedral built in A.u.

|
:
1

_taiued eredit for energy.
L river consists of s0me seven armoured gunboats

: t}lffvlul‘.

for the ll()l‘rtll‘,\\'i‘l-h o.vrr(l'br/s;'u;):«kéep the ‘strictest

amdelosest wateh possible over the delta.” This

spwidron, which s under the command of Mus-

Aupha'Pacha, consists: of two heavily-armoural
Jron corvettes,  splendid - eraft -in their way,

wmounting guus of the ieaviest description, 141
ton mnzzle-londing Armstrongs, ‘in o battery so
arranged ns to sdmit of a fire being delivered
almost. i o tine with the kel This is the
naval foree ontside the river, and now n fow
words ny be said about the squadron inside,
which is-under the command of Kiritlee Mus-
tapha Paclin, an oflicer who has generally ob-
The syuadren on the

and a few small wooden steam-vessels armed
with Jight suns.  The ironelad gunboats are 4]
about 115 feet in length, warry cach of them two
breech-lowding  Arnstrong guns  (80-pounders)
in adattery placed on the fore part of the deck,
and ap: protected with 2-inch armonr.  The re-
maining two are of very superior coustruction,
carrying their two gnus (80-ponnder Keapp) in
a turret placed forward.  They: were built at
Coustantinople, and only launched a fow menths
ago. - The armour of these boats is sulticient to
prevent the penetration of projectiles from field
pieces, aud they will be able, therefors, to move
up and down the river delivering a golling fire
at any poind almost with impunity, unless the
measures taken by the Russians to destroy them
or keep them at o distance prove suvee

Il

IN THE BLACK SEN.

Turkey has a tine ironelad fleet in the Black
Sey, sulticient in pumber posaibly, when supple.
niented with theiv wooden vessels, to blockade,
if necessary, the whole of the Russian coast.
watchied, not n vessel ought to be al-
lowed tu escape out of a Hussian port : and
though thewe is a fine leet of merchant steamers
at s disposal, the Turks onght te be able 10
prevent the Russian Government from semding
any supndies to it various cerps Tormdes exeept
overland,  Withomemy's vessels stationed here
amd there, and a squadren of fust steaming iron.
clads sweeping ronesd the shore, threatening the
seaseiat towns, attacking the fontifivd posts,
and adestroving the Gevernment depdts, as the
Turks if they anderstand the valoe of their fleet
will errtainly de, the Bussinns will Jave to 1o
tadn vopsiderable foroes in the south for their
Revent intelligines from Odessa de-
clares that the arny destined for this work con-
sists of 4l deast 200,400 uen, of which 200,000
at the present tine are in quarters bear that

i town, the renadnder being distrilbuted in de-
Aceording o elssie |

tachments along the shove to the northward and
ecastwarid, a8 far as the mainmd on the other
siee of $he Crimea,  This s« 1;!"}.{'.' force cers
tainiy, bat ships have the advaniage, tn the
present day, of steam, and #an move sbout with
far geteater celivity than treops. Feints aud
thraatened attacks npen certain positions with
stnall portions of the et will werve to draw off
the tronps from other places whilst the main

s lady of war vessels I preparing for a deseent

upen the tawns thus leltondy partially defended.

: This is thesort of work which would be under-
{ tuken by'a British fleet in similar circamstanees,
carud the Turks are supposad to have studied iu
“the sous school, © They possess amonygst the
Cvessels o thie {venclad tleet Just the sort of eraft
St suit w dasbing commander—Vessels of light
i dranght, heavidy armoured, moanting guns of

§ large calibire, ;\x{vi steaming }s'e‘ﬂ.
: \'i'.\,m‘].\ m \llll'sll‘\n, AN previok

Two of the
mentioned,

{have alredy ledt for the mouth of the Davube,
Tarkey possesaes e streng ot of armowed
gunbunta e the Danube, wioel, 30 properly

aught o gonsiderably  tegesle uny

and there are twa uthiers of pl'v:ci A
deseripeion lving at Batoum, the Avai Madrand
Mot Zeiic. Tn wldition to these vessels there

sare -four otlier armoured  eorvettes which earry

wid inflict great loas by o
The Wl

tle

Ruasian Government, and with a4 view of para-
Ivsing their wetion, & number of small tovpedn !

boats hinve heen added to the equipment of the
fuvading army.  These bosis are steam launchoes
aboul 30 feet Tong, constructed, with the ex.
eeption of one, which is ol steel; of thin iron
pating.  They are fited with vagines of $-horse
power and possess great speed. Being speecially

Tudhe with a view to viguspeat- by radl, they are ! e d rones .
of which.is one of the most formidatile vessels of

exeoddingly light for theiv stee, imd do not

weigh, with their engines sud fittings all com. |
They will probubly

{ili:lv,‘ more than 3} tons.
befitted with the spap torpeda, and their ctews
will trust 1o thespeed to earry them alongside
an cnemy s gupbont and away frowm it again,
betore: this "Torks will have sutliciently regovered
their presenen of il to point n gun correctiy
or gven five one, CAs o protection against rifle-
fire, these boats carry shiclds at each end,” but
there is nothing to prevent thiir being sank by
the firgof a groat g, Well mananvred, under
the commuind of hold and enterprising officers,
these launches might become very dangerous to
the Turks, and, in any case, nre likely to-prove
a valuable nuxilisry Toree, as they msy be used
samongst othier purposes for arrying over the
advunce guand, B e R
©. The Russinuw,” apparently,” are feeling theiv
‘. nveal in!‘izl‘iorit)’.ﬂiu‘ would “like to get a few
largeremft than these Jaunches o the Danube.
Tht‘%}f have i number of heavily-nrmed gunboats
at"Nicholaieff uil'prepared, and ready forseant s
LTt is probably the intention
ninent o try:and slip. them
e Danube,- but tha
ures_jn time, and’a
-elads has left:

o 1 vears, has
IS oveveti &

‘number,

ot the average cight heavy guns cach, two of
which, as a rule, are mounted on revolving
platforms on the apper dueks, tor the deftvery of
“alleronnd fire”” These ships, Iving off o bat-
tery end on, conld pour in w very destrustive
fire against a battery or other object as a target,
whilst frour their small size and absence of
heavy masts and sailing gear they would present
bat « very small mars for the enany. These
gight vessels “do not form the whole of the
strength of the jronclad fleet, as there are Iving
at the present moment at the month of the Bos.
phoras tive Jarge broadside ironelad frigates, one

hor wlass afloat, - Shie is ealled the  Messondiel,
and having left the boitding-yard of the Thames
Lronworks Company only within the last twa
had every recent improvement, ad
tiper vessel than our own Sujtan,
which she closely reseinl Shie is proteeted
by a belt of ek emonr, and cavries four-
teen 124-tan guus, with two imdented ports on
gither side, for firing fove and aft.  The gunsare
protected by armonr-plated bulkheads, and
double botton 5 division into watertight com-
partments veduces considerably the risk of her
total destruction by the explosion of e cuemy’s
torpedoes. - Unfortunately, sha consumes an
enormons quantity of coal, and so is havdly the
ghip for such uetive operations as we. have
sketelied, though she would answer admirably.
for an attack upon o fovtress or the blockade of a
port: - Another vessel of precisely the sate de-
scription and size is egpected shortly from Eng.
luinll : sheis ealled the Unnidieh, iu compliment
to the Sultan. - Weo give w sketeh of her in this
' “The four - other ironclad  frigates
are of an_old type, and only. proteeted Ly plates
of 44 inches in thickness.  They arve tlm»:\l_a\h.
moudieh (ow stationoed at Batoum), the Aziziah,
the Qrelinniah, and Osmanich. “They earry t‘“k"«l\

"N,

of them 16 heavy Armstrong wuzzle-loaders, and
possess very goodsteunting qualities. - The whole
strength of the Ottoman navy consisty of fifteen
ironclady, five : wooden steamy frigates, eleven
woaden’ corvittes, two wooden gun vessels; und
cleven gunboats, of which seven are” armoured,
andd form the Danube lotilla previously deserib-
ed.  There are thirteen large transports, six fast
despateh vessels, and two. Imperial yachts, be-
sides u number of small steamors and wooden
Irulks. -~ Theoflicial report places the total num-
ber of vessels of wll deseriptions at 182, manned
by some 18,292 officers, sewmen, aid warines.
Turkey, then, has, numerienlly speaking, one of
the finest Heets in the world, wnd thiy naval
torce in other respectsalso is now not so deficient
s it wus some months ago. The shipsare fully
manned, armed, and provisioned.  The captaing
handle their vessels flairly, und the crews work
the puns in a smart manner.  The weak point
of the fleet is in wanwavring together, but this
would ouly'tell in an action with an enemy of
anything like equal fo and need ‘enter into
no caleulation with regard to operations against
the enemy’s vousts, for there it is rather judg-
ment in placing the vessels for attuck, and cool
coutage and endarance on the purt of the officers
awd men which are required,

HIL
SEACUANT DEFENCES,

With regard to the defences of the towns
along the southeru shore of the Black Seq, the
Turks are bebind haud, as it isonly at Batoum
where the batteries are in anything lke an offi-
cient condition. At Trebizonde there is nothing,
amd this large town, the most important as far
s commerce s eoneerned, along the whaole
southern shore, the port of Erzerouw, aund the
landing place of goods for the Persian market,
is completely at the mercy of auy bold navil
eommander who with u ship or two, even arned
mercliant steamers, can mansge to sHn poss
the Turkish flect. At Sinope batteries for the
defence of the harbonr have been in eourse of
coustrunetion for vears past. The positions of
the batteries have bevn well chosen with regard
to eross fire, and every part of the harbour is
will comnmnded.  Batoum is the puint to which
the Turks have given their greatest attention,
for they know how ardently the Duassians covet
its possession.  Lying close to the Russian frou-
tier, it presents such a tanpting prize that te
acquire it alone the Russiuns micht almost risk
awar, It is undoubtedly the naturad port of
the Cauenstt~, tor there is no other harbour
where vessels can le in ol weather for miles
aronnd. Under ordinary cirenmstances  the
place  presents much more the appeaninee of
a Russian seaport than a Turkizh harboar, for,
as a rude, there ars sevewr or vight Russian
steamers always Iying in the port.
for the Cauessus have to be transhipped at Ba-

toum into stuall steamers to be takew inside the §

bar of the viverat Poti, and it is oaturally very

walling to the Russtuns that the place should be

in the hands of the Turks,

The defenves of Batoum consist of
wounting 23 wuns of various calibire, r
12 to 22 eentinieire Krapps, and two other
sialler sarthworks arrangedd to jive across the
buy. - The one 1o the northward monnts four

Jy o the same:

1
i
|

thirty mortars.

g, U and 22 centimetre Krapps, whilst the
one at the head of the hay s anaed with seven,
three of which, however, are smooth-boves of
henvyealibre. Althoigh the defenves of Batowm
seaward are formidable enongl, no provision has

in the rear,

Trosne behimd, For tere are high nountuun ranges
awd thick forests o be traversed, and pumetons
strentns 1o b passed, neeessitating wenths of
pionser work before the nrmy could advance,
The Turkish weops at Batounn at the present
miontent amouut o something ke 12,000 wmen,
but preparations have been made for enrolling
the Circassians as Hht cavalry, so that in ease
of need n very Yarge anxiliiry foree can be alded,
Tt is quite Jikely thar the Turks will adeanes
upon Poti, resting their left wing upon the fleet.
There ate no diffiealtios in the way, as the in-
tervening streams are all fordable and the dis-
tanee not great, By capturing Potl the Turks
could inthet o heavy Wow, as the radlway to
Tiflis would be in thelr hands, and they could
destroy it as well as the harbour ‘works.  For
the defence of Poti, three envthwork tatteries
have been thrown up, oue pear the southern
mole mounting four large Krupp guns, another
w titide south of i mounting two Nrupps and
twenty mortars, and o thitd tour Krupps amd
There is also a long intrench-
went for ritlemen, and a few torpedoes have
been Jaid down as a *seare ™ for. the Turkish
ships. The Russian treops for the invasion of
Asiatic Turkey are concentrated st Alexan.
drople, a large town on the frontier, but_a very
few_hours’ mareh from Kars, - They are said to’
have something like 150,000 men, with all the
transport - aveangements: ready for - making an
advanee, Rars is now very stroaghyv fortified,
new batteries having been construeted.

From Poti round to the Crimwa there arve s
few small fortified posts as at Anapa, Svukhoum
Kaleh; and Redout Kalel ; but they would offer
very slight opposition to ‘the Twrkish fleet, s
the guns are of no great ealibee, and the Russinus
are trusting not'so muelt-to driving off the iron-
elads with a heavy five, ns €6 giving s warm e
ception to any landiug: parties: by “having de:
tachments of Cossacks stationed along the const,
assisted by hatteries of light Reld pieces. - It is

“snid also that w very large number:of torpedogs

have been laid down along :the ‘coast; some-of
them’ far out at dea.: How much has heenreally
done in this way cau hardly be: known,3except
to the Russian officers: immediatély concerned,
as the suceessful use of submariue ‘weapons . de-
pends niore than unything else upon the secrecy
with which the operations have been conducted.
One thing, however, is known for certain, that
the Russians throughout the winter have been
most actively employed in manufacturing torpe- -
does in the arsenal at Nicholaieff, and that a
great nmmber have already been Jnid down in the
harbour of Odessa, and the estuary of. the Buy
river. 1t is said that some of the torpedoes have
besn luid down as far out at sea as five miles,
but it so thiey are far bevond the range of any of
the batteries, und might either be picked up wor
destroyed by an adventurous eneury not afraid
to risk his men.  Towards the end of the Ame-
rican war the Federals becaie so used to the
work that they regularly swept - the rivers, and
picked up lamdreds of the Confederate torpe-
does with, comparatively speaking, little Yoss in
the way of men. Tt is true that the torpedoes of
that date were different from those of the pre.
sent day, in that their explosion depended upon
mechanical action, and not upon electricity.:
The necessity for the employment of eondueting
cables renders it easier, however, o destroy
electrical torpedors, as by creeping with grap-
nels from hoats it is possible to pick up the wires,
and then onee the latier are cut the mine is
useless.  The boats naturally ruu the risk of
being  destroyed, as the torpedoes heing laid
down in groups and lines *“en echelon,” they
must at times be hovering over some oue or
other of ther ; but then a torpedo ean be used
but onee, and i fired for the destruction of 2
boat, o gap will be formed for the passage of the
ships.  Nicholaieff, where the Russians have
their amsenal, is most strongly defended by tor-
pedoes.  From the estuary to the town the whole
channel is mined, and there is lttle probability
of the Turks aitempting to foreea passage.  The
Russian torpedoes are made of thin sheet copper
filled with dynamite, sodare to be tired by elee.
tricity from the shore. They have been laid
down off &1l the seacoast towns, and the Straits
of Kerv:h are full of them, for the Russians bave
i lively recollection of what was dene by British
gunboats round the shores of the Azol during
the Criean war.

Pefore concluding it should be said that one
wreat advantage possessed hy the Turks, whivl
will fucilitate considerably the intended opera-
tions of their fleet in the Black Seq, is the cond
mikes of Horaclew, An abundant suppiy of this
et pecessary material ean be eastly obtuined,
as the distance from auy part of the Black Sca
to the port of shipment is incousideralde,
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MUSICAL AND DRANATIC.

Ravyoxn (Colonel Sellers), is going to Bu-
ro