Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original copy L'Institut a numérisé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a été
available for scanning. Features of this copy which may be possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exemplaire qui
bibliographically unique, which may alter any of the images sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibliographique, qui
in the reproduction, or which may significantly change the peuvent modifier une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent
usual method of scanning are checked below. exiger une modification dans la méthode normale de

numeérisation sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing / \/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps /
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin / La reliure serrée peut
causer de 'ombre ou de Ia distorsion le long de la
marge intérieure.

Additional comments / Continuous pagination.
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées
Showthrough / Transparence

Quality of print varies /
Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materials /
Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Blank leaves added during restorations may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from scanning / Il se peut que
certaines pages blanches ajoutées lors d'une
restauration apparaissent dans le texte, mais,
lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont pas
été numérisées.



THE
UPPER CANADA JOURNAL
Medical, Snrgical, and Phosical Science.

SEPTEMBER, 1851.

ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS.

ArT.XXIX.— fnoimalies met with in the Dissecting Room of Trinity
Colloge, during the Session 1850-51. By N. Beramune, M.D.

Most of the fullowing anomalies occurred in one subject, a man of
middle age, who died suddenly in January.

Muscular System.—The pronator radiz teres presented a remar-
kably abnormal origin from the lower fourth of the ridge running
to the inner condyle, thus completely obliterating the space at the
bend of the elbow. There was an anomalous division of the vessels
at this part presently to be noticed. In the same subject was’
iound a supplimentary muscle in the posterior tibial region. It
arese as a distinet muscle from the lower part of the tibia, and
passing beneath the internal malleolus, below the other tendons
occupying this position, and separated from that of the flevor
pllicis by a distinet synovial membrane, was inserted into the
oscaleis.  Thus, in place of three, there were four tendons between
the heel and the inner ankle, the supplimentary tendon being
Nearest the caleis.

. Pascular System.—1In one of the subjects brought in at an early
period of the session, the external jugular vein took a remarkable
course. In place of crossing over the sterno-cleido-mastoid muscle,
ledyed along its anterior border, and approaching the correspond-
g vessel of the opposite side, communicated with it by a thick
short trunk midway between the cricoid cartilage and the top of
the sternum, and then suddenly changed its course outwards, and.
Passing beneath the sternal attachment of the sterno-mastoid, emp~
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tied into the subclavian near its usual point of junction. This case
would certainly bave presented great difficulties in the operation
of tracheotomy, inasmuch as, irrespective of the large communi-
cating branch between them, the vessels were unusually laree and
were little more than the eighth of an inch apart at the point of
junction by the cross trunk.

In another subject, the exfernal jugular vien, after taking its
usual course to the outer edge of the sterno-mastoid proceeded
outwards and crossing superficially to the clavicle emptied into the
azillary, by perforating the costo-coracoid membraue in common
with the cephalic vein. This vessel crossed the claviele over i
most valnerable spot, and wonld, without doubt, have suifered
laceration in an ordinary fracture of the bone.

The next most striking anomaly, was that of the radial and
ulnar arteries, the latter especially. The ulnar normally occupies
a deep position in the upper third of the bone, being there covered
by a thick layer of muscles; in the case before us, however, the
division of the brachial occurred opposite the incertion of the
coraco-brachialis intg the humerus, and the wlrar artery proceeded
over the layer of muscles arising from the inner condyle, covered
only by ordinary integument and the sponeurosis of the arm. The
course was first along the median line, to above the middle of the
fore-arm ; it then curved gradually towards its inuer edge, uml
reached its normal position on the annular ligament, to which spot
the ulnar nerve was unaccompanied by any vessel. The space at
the bend of the elbow was in this case completely obliterated by
the high origin of the pronator teres, as already noticed. ‘The
radial artery supplied the iuterosseous vessel.

The following vessxis were noticed, as differing from the usual
mode of origin and in size; viz.: the inferior mesenteric and right
renal The former of these sprung immediately below the superior
mesenteric.  ‘The right renal was remarked as the last vessel given
off by the aoria, about an inch above its bifurcation.

Nothing unusual was noticed with respect to the nervous
system,

Art. XXX, —A Case of Popliteal Aneurism cured by Ligature of the
Femoral Artery. By Francs Crarge Mewnury, Surgeon
Prummondville, C. W,

Ricuarp Crose, stone-mason, aged 30, of spare habit, and appa-
rently not very robust constitution, applied in Iebruary last for
advice for a lameness of the right leg, and a swelling in the ham of
the same. Has been working at the building of the stone towers of
the Qneenston Suspensien Biidge, during the winter, and living
rear Brock’s Monument on the Mountain, would be exposed o
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much exertion in passing and repassing, in heavy snows, frosts and
thaws, on the rugged paths; “ not conscious of any accident which
caused the lameness, it cante on by degrees like; lits rubbed all sorts
of stuff upon the parts, whick might do some good™ ! On examination
of the limb, an aneurism of the popliteal artery was immediately
detecied, and the operation for tying the artery in the thigh
reco nmended at once, the tumor being of considerable size and
increasing. Aftera few days consideration, this was agreed to. We
were assisted by our old friend Dr. Forbes, R.N,, and two gentlemen
from the other side, (Dr. Eady, of Lewiston, U. S., being detained
elsewhere.) with Mr. James Thorburn, student, who kindly attended
to the case afterwards, in assisting to keep up the temperature
of the limb, &e. The patient was placed on a table, and the limb
in proper sitn, the sartorius musele was easily traced; a good
incision, of sufficient length to give ample romm tu the operator,
was made in the wpper third of the thigh; the artery laid bare, and
most carc fully dissected from the vein and nerve, in as small a sprce as
Jrossible to passthe anenrism needle and Ugatnre undery the sartorius being
held back by an assistout, with another curved needle ; on tightning
the Visuture, nof tvo tight, pulsation of the tuwonr ceased at once ; the
wonnd wss then brought together, and retuined by Sutures, &e.,
and the patient removed to a bed on the floor, with his feet to a
good warm fire on the hearth, and the limb wrapped in folds of
warm flannel.  Chloroformr having been promised, wat he mighe
sleep thron zh the affuir, in blissful ignorance of pain, was applied,
but the gallant fellow, an Irishman, declared, it was smothering
him entirely, it was!” was thrown aside, he bearing the operation
manfully. It should be stated, that previous to the commencement,
a very careful exploration was made of the chest by the stethescope,
as also of the abdomen by the hand, to aseertain it there were indi-
cations of aneurism in these parts; the writer having been present
at an operation of the same disease, performed by the late Sir Astley
Cooper, ferty years ayn, in the theatre of St. Thomas® Hespital,
London, when on the first incision being made, the man became
suddenly faint, «. d in @ moment wns dead! A post mortem exami-
nation next day shewed a rupture of an aneurism of the arch of the
aorta, not previously ascertained, and which gave way on the first touck
of the knife! a lesson never forgot in aftcr life!  Union of the
wound, to its whole extent nearly, soon took place, and in thirty
days the ligature came away. The tumor rapidly decreased in size
from the first day, is now entirely removed, and the patient able to
resume his employment.

In the Medical Times of June last, is a review of a work by a
Dublin surzeon, advocating the advantages of compressing the
femoral artery, for the cure of popliteal aneurism, over the incision
and ligature. This plan may answer very well in an hospital,
where *“ means and appliances  are at hand, and' no expense to the
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surgeon ; but in private practice, particularly in this province, it
wauld be difficult and inconvenient: however, to those who dread
the knife, compression offers perhiaps a more pleasant alternative,
and no doubt wili be preferred.

ARt XXXT~On the tmportance and value of Arithmetic as applica
t» Medicine. By Hesry BIenvieie, M. D.  Continned from
No. 4, p. 147,

Ox resuming the consideration of this interesting subjeet, I purs
pose reviewing the arguments adduced in favour of the numerical
system, in w similar manner to that in which I stated those which
are generally brought forward in opposition to it, in the first part
of my communicatioir. In doing this, I shall pursue the plan
adopted by me in the first instance; and make use of my authorities
en 1masse, without reference to any individuul statement or opinion,
unless it should appear to require particular comment.

To meet the objection based on the ductrine of probabilities,
itis asserted that even on subjects which are usually brought within
the operation of this law, the supposed simularity of events does
not always exist, nor does the ditlervnce or variation observable in
them admit of that strict numerical estimation upen which their
value as data should depend, in the construction of the theory.
This argument is thus ingenionsly illustrated. In throwing a die,
and computing the probability of certain resuits, it is supposed thas
its six fuces are perfectly and exactly equal in lineur extens, and
evenness of superficies ; a supposition which can rurely, if ever, be
correct, but is most frequently erronecus. Yet notwithstanding
these defects of the materials, and the error of the hypothesis
founded on their supposed exactitude, we shall find that the person
wheo, from previous investigation of results, kenw that in throwing
two dice, dence-ace was a far more likely cast than double sixes,
would have an immense advantage in his play over another who was
entirely ignorant cf this fact, for the great superiority of the proba-
bility would almost always counterbalance the inequality of the
dice. It is therefore very possible, that a beginner unskilled in
this doctrine of chances, might suppose each of these throws to be
equally probable. The same error obtains with respect to medical
facte and would appear to arise from the circumstance that in rea-
soning on a stated occuirence, the entire weight is given to the
vague and general impressions produced on the mind by certain
peculiarities or characteristics of disease, rather than in computing
the events in a large number of cases. This mistake has been made
by sorae very distinguished physicians, who appear to have been
completely deceived in many instauces. It was stated by Corvisart
that dilatation with thinning of the walls of the heart was common,

”
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yet it is remarkable, tl‘:at‘in the work in \‘vhiclv this statement
appears, only one case of this deseription is given. The same ob-
servation has been made by others also, yet in forty-five cases of
diseases of the heurt observed by M. Louis at La Charité, during
eight years, no instance of this condition was observed. Leennec
made a similar peneral statement with reference to ujcerations of
the trachea, which he asserted to he very commen in phtisis, but
rare in those who were not the subjects o tubercle. The statistical
records of this disease, as compiled by M. Louis, shew the reverse
to be more correet. LExamples might easily be multiplied, but I
consider these sufficient for the purpose of illustration.  The truth
is, that the more glaring such errors are, and the more important
aad startling the phenomenz included, the more clearly do they
ronvince us of the eatirely uselessness of mere approximative
results,

The question of the individuality of disease, is not the least
important or interesting point which arises in the discussion,
yet few I presume will be prepared to maintain the impossibiliiy of
nosolozical classification.  If indeed every case of disease differed
essentially in its characteristics from all others, the science of
medicine would in reality be, but the momentary observation of
divers~ aad ever-varying phenomena, and the practice of physic
founded on the scientific theorems established by analogical rea-
soning would be attogether useless. Fortunately for our science,
the study of ages and the labours of learned investigators have
succeeded in establishing the fact, that in diseases there are
eertain well-defined characteristics peculiar to the several forms,
which enable and justify us in arranging them into separate
groups; net only can we classify the diseases according to the gene-
ral featwies which they present, but we can recognize in each, one or
more distinctive peculiarities which invariably denote the existence
of one form of disease. It is scarcely necessary perhaps that I
should refer to the ease with which malignant, fatal, or remediable
disease can be detected, when without the ken of naked vision, by
the microscope, through whose aid we can distinguish the eancer
cell, the altered blood globule, or the crystaline deposit whose
character is more completely established by chemical science. Nor
are the advantages of this mode of uumerical investigation confined
to the mere arrangement and classification of disease, the improve-
ment of diagnosis, and the correction of prognosis, but it materially
assists in enabling us to treat disease by certain general rules, in
spite of the minute differences to be discovered in individual cases.
Examples of this will readily suggest themselves to the mind of my
readers I will instance nevertheless the effects of quinine in ague,
colchicum in gout, and sulphur in itch. The remarkable power
exercised by these remedies over the diseases enumerated, in which
they certainly attain nearly all the requirements of specifics, is
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displayed in cases which differ very materially from each other. It
is undeniable that in these diseases, instances will occur in which,
from some peculiar complications either constitutional or pathole-
gical, these remedies would nut only be inadmissable and useless,
but even positively injurious: as in the case of colchicum in gout,
it would be most improper to admiunister this drug when there
existed a highly inflamed or congested condition of the alimentary
canal. But such exceptions rather tend to show the extreme
danger of treating disease empirically, and the necessity which
exists for using the greatest discrimination and judgment in the
investigation of disease, and the formativn of our diagnosis, and
cannot be fairly used to display any fullucy in the numerical me-
thod.

That the system is open to abuse and error, like every other
plan of human arrangement, cannot rationally be disputed; but
those who zealously and judiciously prusecute this mode of investi-
gation, however startling and comprehensive the results which they
obtain may be, are not justified in confining themselves to generat
rules. The exceptions become the object of cureful study and
examination, and form the groundwork of separate problems, to be
worked out with the necessary clements and by sound reasoning and
great reflection.  Nor is it by limiting attention to the mere com-
bination of units, by numerical expression simply, that the great
and fundamental principles of the science can be eliminated;; the
whole mind must be given energetically to the details of facts; not
alone to note the number of cases occurring of one generie form of
disease, in a certain locality, and the casualties or results following
its prevalence ; but every circumstance must be strictiy considered,
which is calculated to afford information not only on the pathoge-
nesis, prog- ess, duration and termination of epidemic, endemic and
sporadic diseases, but also on the influences which have been ob-
served to govern their treatment. In such an investigation, the
principal points to be regarded are climate, constitution, natural, a3
well as depending upon hereditary taint, habits, complication of
diseases, and peculiar idiosyncrasies. So wide a field of observation
necessarily calls for a sub-division of labour for its proper cuitiva
tion, and hence we find the tendency manifested by p' jsiciar
adopt one particular disease for study and remark.

It must be admitted, that in couducting the calculatious con-
nected with this department of medical science, many mistuies
occur fram a variety of causes, but principally from omitting some
of the elements of the problem. In order to render these remarks
as complete as I can, I proposc in the next part of my communics:
tion to consider briefly the sources af error or fallacy in the numeric2
method ; previous to giving some of the most prominent conclu-
sions which have been arrived at by its aid.



Dr. BoveLL on dngeoleucitis. 235

Arr. XX XI1L—Cases of Anqeoleucitis or Barbados Leg, with remarks

on the probable Pathology of that Disease. By James BoveLl,
M.D.

Wi Cuass, wet. 53, a black native laborer, admitted into hospital
23rd June, 1847, having a chronic ulcer on right leg, which is also
affected with eliphantiasis ; the ulcer is about the size of a dollar,
has hard white raised edges, and red firm granulations in centre—
both feet are deformed ; the metatarsus being articulated on the
tarsus at an angle of about 25°.  He was ordered middle diet and
a weak nitric acid lotion for the uleer. On the 11th July he was
reported by the nurse as having been unwell for the last two days,
aud on questionitg him it was found that from his great dislike to
take medicine he concealed his illness which he said was of little
consequence as he was long used to ¢ the fever and ague” It
was quite evident that he was very ill indeed, he had no sleep atany
period of the uight, but moaned econtinually. Is now, at cight
o’clock, aum., lying on his back, with the bed clothes and blankets
wrapt closely round she throat, shivering with azue ; has vomited
twice a quantity of yellow bile ; has intense headuche, eyes heavy,
watery, and the eonjunctiva minutely injected. IMMouth dry and
clammy, pulse small hard 100 ; prays that his foot may not be
touched, as the pain in the whole limb is excrutiating ; he took a
cup of Lot tea at ten o’clock ; he was drenched in perspiration
which did not scem at all to diminish the heat of skin which was
excessively great, and the pulse had become bard, full bounding
and 120. On examining the limb, the whole foot. leg and thigh
were swollen, hot, painful, and exquisitely tender; indeed the
weight of the bed clothes conld not he Lorne atall.  The ulcerhas
aglazed shining appearaunce ; a hard tight string or cord is felt
running along the inner side of the thigh. following the course of
the femoral vessels and terminates in the inguinal glands which
are cousiderably enlarged, hard and tender ; there is no tender-
ness of the abdomen, or any feeling of uneasiness in it; no pain
or pressure of the stomach ; complains much of thirst ; tongue
parched and dry ; headache very great, and if he attempts to
move his head, nausea is excited.
Ordered to have tepid fomentations to head.
B Mist. Camphor. 3 iv.

Vin. Antim. Tart. 3 iii.

Liq. Ammon. Acct. 3 ss.

Tea. Hyoscyum. 3 iij. ft. mist.

A table spoonful every fourth hour.

12th. Has had no sleep, but talked to himself the whole night.
he second dose of the medicine scemed to sicken him, and he
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vomited shortly after a quantity of green slimy bile, which gave
some relief to his head, ss he dves not now complain of much
headache; esperienced much comfort also from the tepid ap-
plication. He says that his bowels feel not exactly sore or
painful, but that he can with his hand tell where they lie. On
pressing him along the course indicated, namely the colon, pain is
not produced. He has had since yesterday evening, three loose
evacuations ; tongue slimy and eoated white ; body hot, extremi-
ties cold, pulse 102, wiry; conjunctiva yeilow; heart’s action
tolerably strong ; both sounds seem to maintain their relative pro-
portions; no nausea at present. The ulcer still presents the
shining appearance, and is quite dry.

R Hydrg. submur. gr. iij.
Pulv. Doveri. gr. v. ft. P.
Oune every sixth hour.

Fomentation with Lotio Plumbi over the leg.

13th. Much worse; no sleep at all, but constant mutlering
delirium; cannot be prevailed upon to take either his medicine or
arrow-root, pushes away a glass of wine handed to him, and which
he had repeatedly asked for. Has not passed water. On intro-
ducing the catheter, about one pint of pale urine, free from the
urinous smell, was drawn off ; it did not coagulate by heat; bowels
soft and comfortable to the feel ; eyes suffused and conjunctiva
yellow. Tongue dry and thickly coated with a brown fur ; teeth
covered with sordes. DPupils of the eyes dilated and not contract-
ing on being turned to light.

A blister to nape and back of head.
To have wine if he can be made to take it.
Arrow root injections with wine.

Eight o’clock, evening.—No sleep ; constant muttering
when roused auswers questions, but soon again appears to be
unconscious of our presence ; bladder again full; passed the
catheter with some little delay in consequence of spasm, and drew
off about half-a-pint of pale urine. Pulse 120, small and weak;
has just been forced to take a draught of decot. senega. carh.
ammon. ; has only taken one oz. of wine; has had an arrow-root
injection and retained it for some time.

14th. No sleep; temperature of the bedy below the naturdl
heat ; pulse 186G ; has taken three doses of the Scnega and ammo-
nia, and two glasses of wine in arrow root. Still lies in the same
stupid state, but on attempting to move the leg he moans piteously:
The ulcer is still dry, notwithstanding the appiication of carrot
poultice, and the whole leg tight and shining ; but it is remark-
able that the increase of size of the limb is by no means &
great as is usually the case, and in the calf of the leg, the har
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eordy feel is perceived. Bowels moved three times, the evacua-
tions being passed in the bed ; urine passed without the use of
catheter. Pupils much dilated ; teeth and lips covered with sor-
des; body generally cold, except the affected leg which is warm ;
refuses to tuke any thing but cold water. The blister has risen
well and discharged freely.

Eight o’clock evening.—Is sinking fast ; died at 10 o’clack.

Post wmortem eight fours after death. "The body was quite fresh,
and free from decomposition. On opening the chest, no trace of
disease was discoverable. ‘The stomach was empty and contracted
on itself; there were no appearances of recent disease ; the liver of
natural size; the gall-bladder was filled with green thick bile; the
intestines were healthy; the peritoneum dry; the vena cava and
veins of the abdomen were full of blood, and exhibited no traces of
disease. The thoracic duct in its whole extent was healthy. A
longitudinal incision was made through the integuments of the
thigh, from pouparts ligament to the kuee, and from thence to the
extremity of the toes  The skin being reflected back, several of
the superficial vessels were divided, many of whicl gave out pus of
agood yellow straw-colour; some of the pus points were in the
substance of the skin, The veins of the limb were full, and of a
bealthy blue colour. The inguinal glands, which were eularged to
the size of a goose egg, consisted of two large lobes and four
smaller ones, and on their surface shewed ramified lines of a ycllow
eolour, from the middle and larger lobe, and accompanied by several
wins; a large lymphatic vessel proceeded along the inner part
of the thigh towards the condyle of the femur; this vesselwas
filled with pus; another large lymphatic vessel entered the border
of the inferior lobe of the gland, also filled vith pus; into this one
we succeeded in throwing some guick-silver, but the vessel having
dilated into a pouch soon after entering e gland, the mercury
riptured the coats, and escaped beneath the envelope; the deep-
seated lymphatics were in the same state. In no one instance did
the veins exhibit any appearances of discase, and the arteries
tertainly seemed equally free from morbid appearances. There
wis evidence of previous attacks of glandular disease, but there was
very little recently effused fluid in the cellular tissue.

ReMarks.—As a great deal of misconception exists as to the
wal nature of the disease, it becomes a matter of importance to
Mace on record a deseription of the morbid appearances discover-
#lein the acute staye of so formidable a malady, especially since
Se very distinguished pathologists have been content to draw
“nelusions in reference to its pathology from dissections of very
drenie cases. 1 shali endeavour to give a brief history of the
Ymntoms and detail the post mortem appearances found in the

0}@3 of these persons who died of the disease afiecting the parts
Within the abdemen,
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The patient without any premonitory indisposition is seized
cuddenly with a disposition to faint, and severe ague followed by
Rushing of the face, hiot, dry, skin, headache (frequently of very
intense character,) quick full pulse, nausea aund vomiting, after
which a profuse sweat breaks o', attended with some relief of the
general symptoms.  Locally, the glands of the groin enlarge to the
size of 2 liens egzr, are hot and painful to the touch, and proceeding
from them down the thigh, and following the course of the femora
vessels is a red line of inflammation, baving a tense cord like feel;
the slichtest motion of the limb gives great torture, and the patieat
compiains of a gnawing burning pain in the entire limb.  The leg
quicnly swells, sumetimes to double its natural size, when thereis
generally some cessation of the pain and the limb can be moved
without any annoyance. In a first attack, if absolute rest be main-
tained some time after the acute stage hias passed over the swelling
gradually disappears and the leg bears no trace of mischief, but
unfortunately like the gouty habit, the sufferer from glandulat
disease cannat coleulate on the continuance of health for a day,
and afler cach attack the limb becomes more and more enlarged
until it presents that unsightly appearance under which it is known
in Lurope, and all over the world as ¢ Burbados Leg.” ¢ The
tropical bucnemia™ observes Mason Good, ¢ like the puerperal, is
occasioned by an effusion of coagulable lymph into the celluler
membrane under the skin of the part affected, in consequence of
inflammation of the lymplatics of the lower limb, and especially of
the inguinal glands, the cause of which is at present quite
unknown.” The commentary which Mr. Samuel Cooper makes
on this passages is very infelicitous, he says, ¢ The doctrine that
the disease esscutially cousists in an inflammation of lym-
phatic vessels and glands, may be said now fo e on f
decline, In fact, we commonly see these organs inflamet,
both in warm and cold climates, without any consequences &
sembling bucnemiz Topica, Dr. Graves notices various circum
stances amounting very nearly to a complete refutation of
the opinion. Thus he particularly adverts to a possage in Dr.
Hillary’s work, from whick it appears that the disease sometimé
attacks the arms, scaip, ears, back of the neck and loins &o
Enormous chionic growths of the integuments and cellular mem-
brane sometimes affect the arm, penis and scrotum; even in th
country the disease closely resembling the Barbados leg, a
examples of which had been seen by Mr. Chevalier. It is obvioss
as Dr. Greaves has remarked, that in such parts the swelling w?lll
have arisen merely from glandular inflammation; aud as o
varicus facts which he has brought forward, it is proved that -
flammation of the skin and subjacent cellular tissue is in jteal
capable of producing a swelling in all other respects similar 1 |
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Barbados leg, he is inclined to think that a more accurate investi-
gation would have induced Dr. Goad to modify the opinion he has
delivered on the same subject.”

1o be continued,

Art. XXX — Amavrosis, attended with an inability to distinguish
colour. By S.J. Srrarrorp, M.R.C.S.Eng.

Tue following case may perhaps be eonsidered worthy of insertion
in the Journal, and possibly prove interesting to numerous indivi~
duals, who are acquainted with the subjeet of it.

Paul Bishop, aged forty-five, a native of Lower Canada, has
livid in Toronto since the year 1324; is by trade a blacksmith ;
was very prosperous in business until the year 1849, when from a
reverse of fortune he fell into habits of intemperance, which he
carried to great excess. I'rom being a master workman, he was
reduced to a day labourer, and about a year ago was working at
Mr. Armstrong®s foundry in this eity. He was drinking freely,
and working hard until a very late hour. He got his feet wet going
home through the snow on a Friday night. On Saturday morning,
his wife went te his bed and called him, asking if he did not intend
to get up to-day 3 he complained that she was culiing him before
daylight: she told him it was quite light, and eight o'clock, which
greatly amazed bimy, and to confirm the truth of her assertion, the
wife brought him a lighted eandle. To show that she was correct,
she placed his fingers on the candl», and he gradually moved them
upwards until they came to the flame, and when he felt this burn
bim, be was convineed that he was blind. The blindness that he
experienced was like the darkness of night, in which he could
indistinetly observe some of the objects around him, but not tell
their shape or nature. He was led up to Dr. King, who treated
him for some time, and gradually much of lhis sight was restored
to him; indeed when he left Dr. King, he could see nearly
as well as he does at the present time. He applied to Dr. Cadwell,
but did not get any further relief, and this gentleman advised him
toapply to me. His habits of intoxication were carried to such an
extent, that he got Delirium Tremens, and was treated by Dr.
Morrison, about six months since. After he recovercd from this
disease, he promised to reform his habits, and declares that he has
not drank spirituous liquors since that periad.

.. At the present time he complains of an iundistinctness ot
vision, is very near-sighted, is not able to comprehend persons or
things at a short distance, but when he locks close, can distinguish
W2 most minute objects. He has nictation? of the eyelids, and
trme degree of intolerance of light, especially when the sun shines
tightly « then the wooden pavement is so disagreeable to him, thax
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he prefers walking in the middle of the road. When he works at
the blacksmith’s forge, the sparks dazzle his eyes, and he complains
that he sces the fire long after he has ceased to look at it, and kis
eyes are always worse after he has been at work, or after he has
been drinking spirits or coffee. He often complains of pain and
fulness in the head and temples, says that he can hear a beating in
his head, and fancies that he can see it in his eyes. At present he
ean distinguish the most minute object, but cannot tell the colour
of most of them. He could see very minute lines or dots in a book,
but could not distinguish the colour of a red flower presented to
him. Two objects, a piece of red sealing-wax, and a green dozzle
(used in drawing), were shown to him in such a manner that he
could not know them from their shape. He declared the green
colour to be black, and the red drab or grey. On showing him a
painting of a red flower, he called it yellow; but did he know the
object from its shape, or if he had been previously told the colour, he
apparently knew 1t again from recollection. On being shown the
solar spectrum, he could readily distinguish the blue and the green,
and seemed to understand the yellow, but could not name any of
the other tints, when red be called it yellow, grey, or buff
according to the circumstances. After he had been looking at any
colour for a short time, it seemed to distress lis eyes, and gave him
a dazzling sensation, which was especially marked when he was
called to lock at a red object. Fe can: ot see so well with the right
as with the left eye, in consequence of an accident which happened
to him a long while ago. He also complained of great burning in
his feet; at the centre of the heel, he says he feels a great pain,
that suddenly starts up the legs, and fravels up the spine, until it
influences the head, when ii causes great pain and sickness of
stomach, until he can go to sleep, when he gets better. He often
awakes during che night with this epileptic aura, and it is espe-
cially worse after drinking, while it has greatly lessened since
he has discontinued the abuse of spirituous liquors. I recommended
him a seton in the nape of the neck, and a course of alterative
medicines, wilh strict attention to his diet. I tried him with the
glass used by near-sighted persoas, but he did not find any benefit
from it, but the slightest convex lens of a weaksizhted person.
greatly improved his vision, and enabled him to see at a consideracie
distance. .

Mauy congenital cases of this description of disease are 0
record, in which the inability to distinguish colour has been traced
as occurring in several successive generations, but very few cases
have been noted, in which the want of true perception of colowr
has been dependent upon idiopathic disease. In the case above de-
scribed, and in 2 vast majority of those recorded, the patients coul
bear the influence and understand the impression made by the blue
rays of the solar spectrum, but as these tended towards the red, they
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found more or less difficulty in distinguishing the true tint, and of
bearing their impression upon the retina. The dissected solar ray,
consisting of blue, green, yellow, orange and red, possess a greater
or less power of refraction, according to the above order in the
speetrum, and each seem to influence the retina in intensity
agreeable to this refractive power. The power of absorbing all the
rays of light except those on which the colour of an object depends,
is universal through nature ; so their reflection to the eye of the
observer is admitted to be the cause of individval colour in the dif-
ferent objects around us, and the influence these impress upon our
senses, are more or less agreedble, aceording to their position in the
spectrum.  The deep blue sky, and the universal green of the
vegetable world, impress our senscs with pleasurable emotions, give
arelicf to the eye and a soothiny influence to the mind, which can-
not be produced by the less refrangable tints of the spectrum; if
these were more generally deseribed, they would often prove a
source of irritation to the ¢y e, and an aunoyance to the mind. This
irritating characteristic of the red ray, appears to me to be the
cause that this patient could not bear its dazzling influence, or
comprehend the colour. The discase on which this peculiar cha-
racteristie is dependent, was evidently in the rctina, and I suspect
depends upon a certain amount of hyperemia in the vascular
structure of that tunie, and that this vascular or temporary hyper-
@mia is especially excited by the more irritating red ray, while the
blue ray possessing that character ina much less degree, does not
call forth the deletertous influence, but in a ratio subordinate to its
position in the speetrum.  When this plethora is excited, the dis-
tended vessels prevent the influence of the rays of light from
infringing on the nervous matter of the reting, but as the iritating
canse is removed, the vaseular plethora again rapidly subsides, and
Lapprehend Jdiat the supposed colour of each uhjeet will be more
or less approximated to the trath, according to the intensity of
the vaceular disturbauee.  That sueh was particularly the case in
this instance, is also buine out by the pain, irritation and duzziing
sensation produced by the sparks at the blacksmith’s forge, like-
wise by the evident irritehility of the whole organ, which was
scarcely able to bear the sun light at mid-day, as shown by the
vonstant winking, and a desire to cover the eyes; w hile the
clouded sun or evening light did not produce the same inconveni-
ence.

In the first onsct of this disease, the plethoric condition of the
vaseular strueture of the retina was sugmented in all probability to
positive congestion, causing the amaurotic influence so graphically
deseribed by the poor man, and couvinces me that this complaing
was, from the commenccment, dcpendent upen this condition,
Tiber than upon disease of the nervous matter of the retina, and
that the inability to distinguish jndividual colours was caused®by

T
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a certain improvement in the tone of those vessels, whereby a more
normal circulation was occasionally deranged by a wransitory ex-
citement of the vascular apparatus. That the eve was fully able
to distinguish the most minute objecets, was perfectly evident, and
a demonstration that the nervous martter of the retina was only in-
fluenced more or less positively by the vascular hypermmia,
Lven at the worst stage, the power of distinguishing form was not
totally lost, and in the latter stages was perfectly reguined,
while colour could not be truly appreciated.

This case would appear to stand prominently forward, as
illustrating the advantages of a knowledge of minute anatomy te
the surgeon ; and forcibly points cut the danger of quackery in
opthalmic diseases, while it also demonstrates that the distinetion
of the retina into several tissues is founded upon fact, and that cack
of them muy be more or less individually submitted to the influence
of disease.

Tieviews.
“ Eramination of the Sap of the Sugur Maple Tree, the Acer Saccha-
ravan of Liunceus, with an aceount of the preparation of the Sugar,
By Georee D. Gie, M.D.. Lecturer on the Iustitnles of
Mridicine, St Lawrence School of Medicene, Montreal ; Honorary

Memder Adddisonian Literary Sectely of Montreal s Correspnd ey

Member Literary and Historical Sucicty of Quebee, §e. §e.”

Ir is certainly quite refreshing to meet, amidst the “stern rea-
lities 7 of purely professional reading, an oceasionul dash at some-
thing apart from the ordinary routine of professional topies; tv
see the mind whieh in its earlier training for the more severe
studies, had also acquired a decided taste for, if such a phrase so
applied be admissuble, some of the collateral sciences, a knowledge
of which is considered absolutely indispensable to a perfectly edu-
cated physician. Such recreation, for such it undoubtediy is both
to the zealous student of scientific medicine, and to those who
benefit by his labour and learn to enjoy its fruits, braces the mind
and renovates its vigour, as change ot climate and scene affect the
corporcal strength and constitutional tore. By it the intellect
Lecomes refined and expanded, a desire for knowledge is engen-
dered, and we are tanght to love science for its own beauty and to
respect it for the power which its acquisition confers.

We rejoice therefore to see one among ourselves leaving the
ordinary beaten track, and cultivating an acquaintance with nature
and the appliances of art, in a field within our daily observation—
amgug the productions peculiar to our country. Such is the
coursc adopted by the author of the paper now under review, ad
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he has been happy in the choice of his suvject ; maple sugar being
an article of extensive consumption and domestic manufacture,
which if properly encouraged might probably become a commereial
stuple of considerable importance, affords ample seope for investi-
gation.  Comparatively little, however, is vet known either of the
extent to which its manufacture can be carried or its intrinsic value;
and certainly little or no effort has hitherto been made to improve
the process by which it is proeured, or to bring its claims under
general notice and consideration. Lo Dr. Gibh, therefore, the
public owes some gratitude, for the attempt now made to cffeet
these desivable objects.  He has brought to bear on his suhject a
mind fully imbued with its interest and importance, and displays
in the mode of his investization an amount of chemical knowledge
and scientifie research highly gratifying to perceive in one who, we
presumme, like most practitioners in this country must, for the
greater portion of his time, be employed in the more active and
practical discharge of his professional duties. We confess, however,
our disappeintment wnder these circumstances that he does not
give o wore complete analysis of the sap, with which he appears to
have experimented frequently and successfully, and not satisfied
himsclf with the generalised statement that * the residue obtained
by evaporation was almost entirely pure sugar, and cowtained traces
of Cldorides, phosphates and salphates”  What were the bases of
these salts, and what their relative gnantities aad proportions? A
strietly seientifie analysis should be quantitive and qualitative, and
the resalts should be “stated with numerical precision.  However,
as he has promised a continuation of his remarks, we may yet hope
to see this hiatus supplied.  We solicit also a somewhat more ex-
tended notice of the botanical characters of the best trees; their
habits and localities; and some information on the interesting phe-
nomena of the time and mode of budding and foliation and the
influences which these processes exert over the characters of the
sap. A more minute deseription of their topographical distribution
and the best mode of propagation would also be desirable.

Had our author confined himself to these and other lepitimate
paints of his subject, we could cheerfully have laid our pen down
without writing a single word more, but we should forfeit our
character for candid eriticism, if we passed over without remark the
vidious comparison he institutes between Maple and Muscovado
or Cane sugar. It is well to endeavour to establish a fuct—the
exeellence of maple sugar to wit—by logical deductions from cor-
rect premises properly stated ; but it is vuscientifie, if not some-
thing more inexeusable, to sttempt to raise a character for a
narticular thing, person or event upon the defeets real or apparent
ofanother. And it becomes most ridiculo s to do this on erroncous
gronuds, and with a want of proper knowledge of the subject of
comparison,



244 Leeview Deparément.

We do not suppose that our author meant to imply, that as a
commercial or fiseal staple, Maple is ‘o be compared to Cane
Sugar, and thercfore we leave the question of the comparative
productiveness of the two plants alone, and praceed to consider the
question of the relative saccharine properties of the sap and juice.
We find it stated in general terms  that a bucket full of sap is
estimated to yield over ahalf pound of sugar;” Mr. Campbell states
that the sap from an old tree that has heen tapped eighteen or
twenty years, will yield upwards of a pound a bucket:” and in an
explanatory note we are told that “an ordinary bucket contains two
and a half to three gallons.” It would occupy more space than
we can well aufford, to give in detail the several tables which have
been founded on this point, by the investigation of many writers;
nor indeed have we at hand the most recent work which has bheen
written on the subject for reference; but we can speak from
observation when we say, that a ton of sugar has frequently been
made from 800 gallons of cane juice, and that 1509 gallons is the
common average quantity required. The comparison founded upon
these general statements then may be made to represent the rela-
tive yielding qualities of the sap and juice thus:—

Sap, S galls. to 1 1b. = 6000 galls. to 1 ton weight.
Jurce, 1500 galls. to § tun weight = 5} lbs. to 3 gall-

But the most amusing portion of our author’ remarks, and which
admits of some uestion, is that in which he describes the experi-
ments performed with the’view to ascertain the relative purity of
the two sugars.  He tells us, {page 4,)

* Some brown Muscovado sugar was placed at the bottom of a wine-glass,
which was then filled with water, and allowed to stand 24 hours without dis-
turbance ; a scum formed on the surtace.

“ Sume Maple Sugar a year old, was produced and treated in the same
way ; no scum formed on the surface.

Now it is worthy of observation, with respeet to these state-
ments, first—that the age of the maple sugar is given, and not that
of the Muscovado, which might have heen, for ought we knew to
the contrary, twenty years old. Secondly. it is not stated whether the
vessels were ccvered or not, a point of some importance, as the
superior saccharine quality may easily account for the presence of
the insects which we are told were discernable in the scum of the
Muscorado.

¢ Tue fuid and scum of the Muscorady were examined under the micres-
cope, when large numbers of dead acari or sugar insects were found, naby
trapments of their bodies, pumerous ova and young acari, and sporules of the
sugar fongus v vast abundance ; a few fragments of the sugar cane were
present, showing the cells of the parenchyma, and a very few of the woody
tibres.

¢ The fluid of the Maple Sugar was csamined, and nothing whalever %85
discovered worthy of observation,
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Thirdly. The experiment was not complete, the comparison was
not a fair one. inasmuch as it was made between ¢ Maple Sugar,”
without reference to quality, and ¢ Brown Fuscovado,” which, as
appears from Dr. Gibbs’ admission, in the following words, is of
inferior quality ;

‘Al the drown Mucovado sugars contain this noxious insert, buf lhe
colourless Muscovados, are quite free from it.”

We leave the subject of the ¢ Aeari®? or Sugas Insects, for
future remark, thinking as we do that Dr. Gibb is mistaken both
with reference to the insect itself, and also as to its source when
found in the scum.

A few words more will suffice to shew that the Doctor has
written with a prejudice strongly in favour of his Maple product.

* Independently of the presence of the sugar insect, Maple sugaris not in
any way inferior to cane sugar, but is infinitely superior in many respects. It is
prepared at a time of the year when ueither insects nor the pollen of plants
esist to vitiate it, as is the case with common cane sugar. Its taste is superior
to that of cane sugar.””  Clhacrn a son gout ! * It possesses a delicious flavour
when well-mmade, and it sweetens equally as vell. Iz can be eaten in a pure
state for a considerable time without any unpleasant consequence, which is the
reverse with cane sugar, undoubtedly one of the source- - : worms in the body.”

Credat Judweus ! Has the Doctor ever resided ina cane-sugar
growing country and witnessed the effect produced upon the popu-
lation during the Crop season? We trow not. The white and
sound tecth, proverbial in the race employed in its cultivation and
manufacture, the plump figures and sleek, healthy-looking skins,
which are at that time observable, is matter of common remark ; nor
do we believe that entozoa are more common among the inhabitants
of those countries, who during nearly six months of the year live
almost cutirely on the cane and its products, than we have found
themn in Canada.

We have already extended these remarks much beyond our
preseribed limits, and must therefore close this article, but not
without repeating our hope that Dr. Gibb will make this interesting
tree the subject of more extended observation and enquiry.

4 Comparative iew of the Climate of Upper Canada, considercd in ifs
influence wpon Agriculture. By Hexry Yoove Hixn, Lecturer
in Chemistry and Natural Philosophy at the Provinelal Normal
School, pp. 38.  Toronto ; Brewer and McePiul, 1851,

Ix this interesting and timely publication, Mr. Hind has addressed
himself to the task of proving by facts and figures, a truth which
we are happy to believe is gradually fixing itself pretty firmly in
the public wind of this Colony, and which, we mey hope, will not
long yemain a doubtful one to that of the mother country. The
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truth, namely, that Upper Canada has been blessed hy nature with
advantages of seographical pusition and of elimate, which leave her
little cause to envy any other part of this continent.  That witha
soil of unsurpussed fertility, she is swrrounded with those physieal
influences which are best adapted to bring its froits to pertection,
and that whether we look castward or westward we find a less
favorable concurrence of all the cireumstances upon which tne
welfare of ar agricultural population depends.
¢ Such iz the patriot’s boast, where'er we toam,
His first, best country ever is at home.”

Long may it be so! Not every patriot, hewever, has so good
grounds for lis preference a< we are furnished with in this pam-
phlet. Indeed, the author expressly diselaims the weakness of
being actuated by any such motive-—~we must therefore endeavour
to convey in a short compass an idea of his actual proofs.

The true relations of organized beings to inanimate natore—
the true relations of life and development, whether animal or vege-
table, to those physical circumstances which we can weigh, vuage,
or measure by our instruments, form a branchk of science which is
yet in its infancy, and to which, meteorology in its ordinary sense
1s but the introduction ; nevertheless, common sense tells the most
unlettered farmer that such relations do exist. That to every enlti-
vated grain or plant there is a time and seuson, when Lcat and cold,
moisture or dryness, sunshine or shower, are in their turn the
influences required by its constitution, and best fitted to forward its
progress to maturity. By the relative proportions in which these
circumstances occur, are mainly governed these diversities of pro-
duetion which characterize different regions of the globe, and the
better we are acquainted with them, the better knowledge shall we
have of the productive capabilities of every region. In the pam-
phlet before us, which is prepared with great cave, and condenses
into a small compass the results of very extensive observations,
the author endeavours to show that the climate of Western Canada
differs from that of those of the United States, which lie north of
the forty-first parallel in the following important particulars:—

* Ist. In mildness, as exhibited by comparatively high winter and jow
summer temperatures, and in the abscnce of great extremes of temperature.

“ 2nd. In adaptation to the growth of certain cereal and forage crops.

 3rd. In the uniformity of the distribution: of rain over the agricultural
months,

“4th. Tn the humidity of the atmosphere, which, although considerably
less than that of a truly maritime climate, is greater than that of localities site-
ated at a distance from the Lakes. )

* 5th. In comparetive immunity from spring frosts and summer droughts.

“ 6th. In a very favourable distribution of clear and cloudy days, for the
purposes of agriculture ; and in the distribution of rain over many days. s

“7:th. In its salubrity.
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It differs again, favourably, from that of Great Britain and Ireland, in the
following particulars :—

* 1st. In high summer means of temperature.

“ 2ud. In its comparative dryness,

 3rd. In the serenity of the sky,”

Liach of these assertious is proved by tabular statements,
embodying the results of observations at a great number of srations.
The author refers, however, chicfly to these admirably complete
tables constructed at 1. M. Observatory at Toronto, an<d alse at
Muscatine in Iowa, a place situated on the Mississipi, in fat. 412
307 or thercaboutsy and we have been muchstruck wik the clear
and admirable manner in which Le seleets the data necessary for os-
tablishing one point afteranother. The general results of the compa-
rivon are extremcly various and interesting, particularly as regards
the winter temperature.  But our limits will not permit the inser~
tion of more than the following table, the objeet of whicl is to show
the greater mildness and uniformity of the dlimate of Toronto
than that of places in corresponding latitudes on either side.  Iort
Preble, on the Atlantic coast, lat. 43:33 deg., and Iort Armstrong,
L Tat. 41 deg. 22 min. being selected for the comparison. :—

! Lat. 43'38 deg. | Lat. 43 39 dege Lat. 41 28 deg.
j Fort Preble, Torunto, Yort Armstrong,
iKast of the Lakes., On the Lakes. = West of Lakes,
! o 5 2
January coieenie veeaes) 21 82 24-67 ' 2378
Febroary vevivesseenens  24°94 2414 [ 268
March Q 3341 3083 | 3747
April eiiiiiir e v 45 14 4217 5126
MAY veeverirrnves veernndd 5449 51-84 63 83
N I XY 6142 7359
R N RO | 6971 6654 77 92
AUZHSt avrveieee ceaet 67719 6576 76 21
September .ouveveen..! 5900 ! 5711 63 87
October e veernanenn 4928 I 44350 5458
November .. vooeeerree 3845 P 3657 39-82
December.ou vuuneennend 31-32 I 27°18 30 53
Meateevrneannn. 4667 I 4439 5164

Fort Armstrong is more than two degrees south of Toronto, and yet, a~ Mr.
Hind remarks, the mean temperature of January is ncarly a degree lower than at
Toronto, while the mean temperature of the hottest month is upwards of eleven
degrees higher than at the last-named place, situated on the Lukes, Fort
Preble, to the Bast, in the same latitude as Toronto, has a meen temperature
for January nearly three degrees lower than Torouto, and for July upwards of
three degrees highes. :

Mr. Hind traces the peculiarity of the climate of Western
Canada to the ameliorating influence of the great lakes ; and this
part of his work, is the best and most complete illustration of ‘hat
theory with which we are acquainted; it is, as far as it goes, an
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example of meterological science, as distinguished from the mere
work of an observer, which cannot but add to his deserved reputa
tion, and which we heartily commend for imitation to the keeper of
meteorological registers, We huve ealled it a timely publication,
In the last session but one of the Provineial Parliament, a clunse
was introduced into a bill fer the regulution of Grammar Schools in
Upper Canada (by the Hon. Mr. Hincks,) which provided that for
the future eertain meteorological observations should be made at all
of them upon a systematic plan, as is now done in the States of
New York, Massachassett, Ohio, and we believe some others. The
value and importance of the materials thus accumulated in the
course of a few years, net only in respeer to agriculture, but to
vital or medical statistics, and many industrial interests, can bardly
be exaggerated ; but the amangement has been arrested by the
failure of that bill to pass into law. The work of Mr. Hiud,
furnishes additional proofs it such are needed, both of the value of
such records and of the field that is still open to investigation, and
looking forward to the resumption of the design, we regard this
pamphlet as peculiarly well-timed and deserving of attention.

TORONTO, SLPTEMBER 15, 1831,

THE FATE OF THE BILL.
Tue public newspapers will have prepared our readers for the fact
which we now annvunce, that ¢ The Bill ™ has not passed.  After
having been permitted to remain for o long period of time ou the
orders of the day, it was finally breught wnder discussion in com-
wittee the night previous te the morning of the prerogation, by a
hard stragale on the part of its sapporters, amid a scene which we
abstain from describing or characterising. It was ordered to be
engrossed, und read a third thme the following day.  Amid the
rusn of work to be accomplishied on that inorning, every messure in
a similar state of forwardness was squeczed through, with the one
solitary exception.  Nearly every body of men who songht for
corporate rights fiom the Liberal Logistature have obtained them,
except those whose welfare is so intimately associated with the
personal interests of all classes of the community, and with the
general well beiug of society.  We approach the consideration of
this subject with feelings of much disappomntment, mingied with
ne small share of painful regret, for om convietions lead us ©
the belief that this fuilare to obtain what is so carnestly rvquired
by the large majority of the profession, has been brought about &
much by the successful intrigue of enemics within the cump, as by
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the apenly avowed hostility of a few who differed on minor poiats
from the meusure itself, and the want of proper management on
the part of the gentleman whe had charge of it.

it is however bootless to utter vain regrets. This is the third
unsnecessful effort which has been made to incorporate the Medi-
eal Profession of Upper Canada, to place i upen the same footing
it holds in the Lower Province. It is unhesitatingly ac-
knowledged on all sides, that such a measure would do much to
raise the standard of the Profession, to secure the confidence of the
‘public, and to establish the degree of civilization of the country ;
and vet when the epportunity offers for accomplishing so desirable
an object, the Parliumeutary representatives of these holding this
opinion as unhesitatingly throw obstacles in the way of its fulfil-
ment. We simply ask those who agree with us in the views
we have expressed while the fate of this Bill was pending, whether
they will throw away their votes at the ensuing election. As it
appears that personal influence,exerted through the exercise of the
elective franchise, is the only means open to us to secure onr just
rights—our acknowledged privileges, let every one who earnestly
desires the prosperity of that profession by the prosceution of
which he sceks to obtain position, fame, wealth, nay the very meaus
of subsistence for himself and his household, consider well before
he makes choice of a candidate. It may be very well for those not
so deeply affected by this question as we are, to sneer at a declara-
tion of this kind, and to say that we are a small portion of the
people, whose interests must merye into the general progress of the
country, and cannot be individualized for onr benefit.  Bus we do
not find this to be the case with other equally small and certainly
less important integrant parts of the community. Look at the list
of Acts passed during the session of the Parliument just concluded,
and the veverse will be found to obtdin. Moreover, we know that we
are living In a free country under an eulightened system of
governwment, if properly carried ont 3 and we find that the funda-
mental principle of that Govenment is, that the rights of indivi-
duals must be sustained and protected—one of the clief beauties of
the constitntion to be, that individuals, either separately or cullec-
tively,may seck for statutary privileges to enable themto carry out
Sueces<fully the proper working of enterprise in their several voca~
tions ; provided those privileges do not militate against the integrity
o the Government and the prosperity of the people.  When we
teel that the privileges sought for by us are those best calculated to
ensure the common weal, we ought not to shrink from performing
the yrreat duty we owe to ourselves and to the country, and seek by
every leritimate means in our power, to secure the return to Par-
ament of those men ouly whe will see that justice is dealt to all

8ith a fair and impartial hand.
We donot believe that we are the “insignificant portion of the
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people” which we have been called in the fegislative halls—we danot
believe that we possess no influence ; on the contrary, we feel con-
vineed, that we have only to throw the weight of the influence we
can exercise, founded upon our education and the peculiar nuture of
the relationship existing between us and the conununity, into tie
seale, and we should be able to turn the tide of any election. Much
as we dislike the unsatisfying natuare of general polities, and keeuly
alive as weare to the injury which zenerally ensues to the members
of our Profession who dabble in them, we counsel every one now
be busy on behalf of himself and the interests of his family. Iaving
made up your minds as to the man who most accords with vour
sentiments on general matters, and who on the subject of our cor.
perate rights thinks and will act correctly, identify yourselves with
his suecess, and leave no stone unturned to secure lis clection,
One strugele more must be made, and that early in the nest ses-
sion.  In the mean time we shall use our endeavours unceasingly,
to obtain a common professional opinion and by the coneerted Jabour
of all, to mature a measure caleulated to promote the ends in view.

THE ¢ BRITIRH AMERICAN MEDICAL AND PHYMCAL JOURNALY
IT has now become almest a stereotyped expression of disagree
ment with Shakspere’s © What's in a name 27 to say, that thers
reafl s issomething in a specilic loconymic—some virtue apart from
the other characteristics which a man, a horse, an ass, or a bouk
possess, derivable from the place of their habiration, nativity or
manufacture.  We  have been petulantly reminded by ow
cotemporary in Monfreal, that we were guilty of a breach of
editorial courtesy in not giving him his proper title in our last
number.  We are quite ready to make the “am ude fonmrails”
by stating that it was an aceidental oversizht, a careless forgetful-
ness, anything that ouv brother chip muv require ns to sy
shart of its being an inteutional slight.  We would not willingly
injure the wasp which is now buzzing so pertinaciously abont ow
ears, in spite of the annoyuuce it creates in this meldng weather.

We  thauk our brother for Lis information respeceting the
Medical Literature of Lower Canada.  We regret to find that o
three Journals, one should have fallen a vietim to snch dire misfor
tune as “inanition.””  Of the otlier two, no statement is givenas ©
the cause of their death, but simply a record of the fact. The
survivor of these seems now to be lihouring under incipient
symptoms of premarure decay—symptoms of a meiancholy cha-
racter—vwhose chief peculiarity is a <pivit of frowardness, geuemﬂ}'
considered pathognomonic of cerebiral disturbance or appmaching
dissolution. . ¢ We desire to be called by no other name than thei
which properly (having submilted to LECAL baptism) belongs to Wi
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and if the U. C. Journal considers that it comports not with its
interests to do so, we would feel obliged if it would not allude to us
atall.” This little passage puts usin mind of the nursery anecdote
of the pet of the family, who rejoicing in the name of Saran, was
always exceedingly indignant at being ealled < Savny ” by her
brothers aud sisters.  Admitting that we had intentionally (which
we entirely diselaim) designated our contemporary the * Lower
Canadian Journal,” we maintain that we should by such a course
have identified him with the great bedy of his professional breth-
ren in that section of the Provinee, for whose interests he has
certainly manfully and suecessfully conrended; and we must
express our surprise at finding se cxparienced a journalist exhi-
biting such puerile feeling at a circumstance, whieli on reflection
he must see is not caleulated to injure either the character or use-
fulness of his publication.

More we might say in reference to matters connected with
the inferests of both Journals, which w» have always considered as
intimately connected; but in obedicnee to the request contained in
the latter part of the above quotation, we shall refrain.

We capy frown the ¢ Woodstock British dmerican” the follow-
ing full report of an inquest recently Leld i that neizhbourhood,
because the circumstanees connected with the cise under investi-
gation pussess peculiar interest for our professional readers, and
are creating much sensation throughout the community.

An fuquest was held at Stophenson’s hotel, in East Oxford, on Tuesday
last, before Dr. Patterson, Coroner, on view of the body of Asa Davis, a person
who had been employed as fureman in the Eastwood Steam Saw-JMill. and who
came to his death in conscquence of a puncture, reecived from a nail, in the sole
of his fuct,  Mr. Davis did not die immedizicly after hasivg trod upon the fatal
wil; and owing to this circumstance, an inquest would have been rendered
dtogether unneccasary, had not reports been freely eivenlated to the ¢ffeet that
the deceased received improper treatment from Dr. Turquand, who, as will be
ten from the subjoined testimony, was only called upon to visit the deceared
shen all liope of saving his life had vauished. Dr. To uand stated that, in
ader to vindicate his professional character from the foul aspersions which had
Yeen cast upon it, he was cotpelied to call fir an Jovestigation of the matter,
but that he disclaimed any intention of irjuring Mr. Scott, or of prosecuting the
Datter further than was absolutely necessary for self-defence,

The deceased was attended, from the thme that be met with the accident,
B ta Br. Tarquand's first visit, by Mr. Seatt of Burford, who, although not a
Iigensed practitioner, appears to have enjoyed the contidence of the peuple in his

tughbourhoud for many years, and whose errors of jndgment, or wal-praciice,
%0 o have been invariably smoothed over with the sovthing apulogy that “ he
i3 done ay well as he could.”

. Mrs. A, Lusted sworn : Saw deceased on Saturday lust, being the firet time
%ie the sccident ; heard that he bad not previously enjoyed good health; his
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mother told her so; beard that he had been spitting blood, and that he was
rather delicate for four years; never heard deceased say so himself.

Nathan Davis sworn: Is brother to the deceased, who was thirty-three
years old, or thereabouts, when he died ; heard that he had been occasionally
spitting blood before the accident ; had no cough, and performed his work ut
the mull tor the last year without complaining of illness.

Mr. Scott sworn: Is not a medical licentiate; does not know when the
accident occurred to the deceascd ; he had been in a delicate state of health this
summer 3 does not huow anything of the time he began to attend him, but could
fiud out by his books; treated bim aceording to the best of his knowledge aod
belicf.  (Here the witness decdined to answer any further questions, and said
that the Coroner mizht commit him to gaol if he pleased. By a little couxing,
howcver, he resumed)  Repeated his foriwer answers; complained of the ill-will
of the reqular physiciaus towards bim, wud the language they bad used respecting
bis practice ; conld not describe the state in which he first found the deceased;
bis memory did not serve him; thivks deccased was labouring under nervous
excitement 3 would not swear that it was sv; thinks he appeared to be rathe
low ; felt bis pulse; does not kunaw the number of beats 1 a mioute 5 it vas
quick and low ; did not appear to be compressud, and was not wiry ; skin cool
avd moist; face vot flushed,  Deceascd had not constant pain in the woundad
fout there nasvery little swellitg; he was a litde thirsty, and rather sick at
the stomach; thivks he admivistered a porticn of calomel and rhubarb, and
afterwards a salive mixture 5 applied a cooling lotion to the foot; does not know
positively, but thinks it was poulticed the next day. Second visit—thinks the
patient was better; pain still continucd 5 applied a poultice, as the lotion did nat
svem to have answered the purpose 5 cannot recollect his treatment of deceased
durivg that day. W hen the fever rose he bled him; after some days bled him
again, but 8ot so freely as at first, because he saw, when the vein was opened,
that it was going to be injurious; deceased was in bed when he was bled; doss
not koow whether he was lying on his back or ~ide at the time; thinks he wss
propped up with pillows; is not sure; sometimes applied poultices wised with
opium, poppy heads, &c. &c.; sometimes put the foot into warm water; lad
time he saw deceased, the foot seemed much worae, but there was no ergsipelas
in it; puolse was very strong; paie wis uot worse; sometimes for twelve hours
it was easy 5 gencrally durivg the day, and was worse during the night; gare
deceased antimonial preparations from the first, to cool his skin and reduce the
fever. Gave him a Dittle hyoscramus; canuot tell bow often ; sumetimes gave
him a ale Dover's powdcr in Calomel; a few grains; vaunot state the numbet
of times. The leg swelled some after a few days, but not much above theankle;
therc was uo appearance of gangrene; the foot was as white as a chicken, onlf
there was & small red spot on the leg.—Did not incise the wound ; the nail dd
not go through the foot.  Witness had uo objection to have other medical get-
tlemen called; was willing to give the patient up at avy time. The only appli
cation he used to the fout was the cold lotions and the poultices. Dueceae
appeared to be better after being first bled; dues not recollect what position bt
was in when bled a second time.

Mr. Schofield : This witness was a juryman, and there seemed to be a deter-
mination on the part of his collengues not to allow him to give evidence. Mr
Scott aiso repeatedly said, “ I protest agaiust such a proceeding,’” and the reast®
be assigued was, that Mr. Schoficld had been too much in the hovse of
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Jeceased. The Coroner, hewever, overruled all objections, discharged Mr. Scho-
fild from the jury, there being a sufficient number of jurcrs without him, and
sfternards reccived bis testimony.,

Dr. Turquand sworn: Is a licentiate to practice physic, sargery, and mid-
sifery; was called upon to visit A<a Davis in a professional capacity on the 7th
instant 3 was told by the inmates of deceased’s house that he had becn suffe ring
frow the wound in his foot for eight or nine days ; heard also that Mr. Scott bad
leen in attendance from the time the accident had occurred up to that pericd,
but that he would not meet witness there.  Deceaced told witness that Le was
seized with very severe pain a few minutes after the accident, and that it hal
been incessant from that time untd witness saw Lim 3 was informed that decease 1
had been Lled twice, und had two severe deses of aperient medicine, sail 10 be
ealomel avd jalap 5 bie had zlvo been hept on very low diet; that he had Lad a
misture which witness supposed, from the symptoms present, had been auti-
mony. Deceased was purged incéssantly, perspired frecly and bad coustant
sickness at the stomach ; he then had a small quick, thready purse, aud bis
fratures expressed much suffering < in fact he was groaning all the tinie of witness'
it On examining the foot ot deceased, witness found it much swollen and
distended with serum ; the wound made by the nail, in the bottom of the foot
vas closed, or very nearly so; the adjacent parts were more protuberant than
the rest of the sole.  Deceased told witness that he had cold chills on the pre-
vious night ; witness thought it very probable that matter had formed under the
Gense faxcia of the foot, and opencd it freely in couscquence to the bone.  No-
thing followed the iuciston but durk gremous blood.of the consistence of auchayy
saiee 5 made three incisious over the dorsum of the foot, with a view of allonivg
the infilirated serum to escape; placed the foot in hot water, and ordered 1t to
fomented frequently 5 to be kept elevated above the hips, and wann poultices to
beapplied.  Aduwinistered fitty drops of laudawum, to be followed by tcn drops
more every two haurs, uutil sleep should be projuced : roguested attend=uts to
give wine freely to deceased, alwo beef tea, and occasionally brandy iu lHeu of the
wine, for the purpose of supporting tre patient. Called noxt day and found
deceased in a very low state; the foot was mnch less swollen 3 had had u listle
sleep, the first rince the accident; examined the foot again; ordered amd sent
czlomel and opiwm pills in the morniug, which arrested the violent pnging,
which uutil then bad been going on.  Witness then diluted the wound with 4
picec of linen, which he ordered to be removed if the patient complained of pain;
fame trestment continued. Next day found deceased sinkivg fast; cold clammy
fReal, gangrene, or what is commonly termed wmortification evidently com-
menced in the foot.  Cut into the mortified parts, which deceased hardly felt;
odered brandy and quinine in addition to former treatment; effervescing
paultice with tea grounds to the foot; left in hopes that nature would raise a line
ofdn areation between the dead and living paite; intended, as seon as this
teasted, 10 amputate.  The patient, however, gradually sunk, and on Sunday,
faurd the mortification extending, and bun in a dying state; went immediately
fir Pr. Wart, who saw him with we iu the evening, and examined the wound;
Nt Davis died on the following merning.

Mr. Scott, recalled: Could not say how deceased pussed his nights;
tigks he slept a little, not much; gave hm the Hyoscyamus to produce sleep;
% there on the morning of the day that Dr. Turqnand was caled in; deceased
Y norge then ; exawined tae wound that mormng ; it had discharged a iiule.
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Thinks the pills he gave deceased were composed of hyoscyamus, is ot sure;
deceased was to take one every fuur bours,  (Iu answer to a question from Dr,
Turquatid, respeeting the usual quantity of hyoscyamus comprited in a dose, the
wituess stated that it was frow tno to five graius of the extract, and that it wight
be given in doses of from five to ten or ifteen grain<) ; could not keep deceased’s
bowels pen ; gave him the mixture in the bottle ; cannot tell what were its propor-
ticns, It was a camphor mixture, aud Epcom salts in a quart of water. ‘I'hinks
there was one vunce of tineture of hyoscyainus, docs not hnow of what strengih,
and from two or three grains of camphor in the bottle ; deciased was to take two
or three spoonstul every fuur hours; gave bim also calomel pills. Did vot objeet
to Dr. Furquand, Dr. Watt, or any < ther regalar medical practitisner being called
in, but said the two former would vot meet him there,

Freeman B. Schoficld sworn :—Wae in the house with deceased very often
during his illuess ; in fact several times every day. Deceased appeared to be in
great pain from the first ; passcd his nights restlessly 5 said he felt very miserable;
slept on the third day atter the acddent, about twenty mivutes; about the last
of Mr. Scott’s attendance, decta~ed was very much purged ;3 Mr. Scott always
appeared to thivk he would get well; witness was present when Dr. Turquand
first visited deceased ; he appunred sorry that Mr. Scott hadleft; he only wanted
another medical man to advi-e with Mr. Scott ; witness bad heard that Mr
Scott would not imeet with Dra. Turquand or Watt ; was present when deceased
was bled 3 thivks he was bulstered up on both oceasions.

T. J. Cottle sworn :—Heard the evidence of Mr. Scott and Dr. Turquand; is
a member of the College of Surgeons; saw Davis on Saturday last; found
him very much prostrated ; pulse thready; hardly perceptible; tongue thickly
coated 5 thought him sinkivg,  Examined the fuot; thought there were slight
symptoms of gangrene.  (Witness then described the treatment necessary fot
punctared wounds, which was directly opposed to that pursued by Mr. Scott in
the case of the deceased); said to Mr. Fauquiere that deceased was in a very
dangerous state 3 would uot have bled deceased 3 the wound in the fout shuuld
have been dilated.  With the amount of irritation which has been described, he
would have thought it necessary to dilate the wound to the bottom ; is of opinion
that there was bad practice at fitst; that the sivs of omission on the part of
Dr. Scott were greater than those of comaission.  The wound ought to lare
been laid open; the patient ought decidedly to bave had anodynes reguladly
would have preferred opium to Hyoscyamus 3 the incisions made in the font b
Dr. Turquand were absolutely necessary.  Thinks that deceased came to his
death by counstitutional irritabiiity caused by the wound.

Mr. T. II. Watt, sworu—I4 a member of the Royal College of Surgeons,
Landon 3 bas heard the whole cvidence 5 there must have been great iuﬂammf-'
tion to warrant general bleeding ;3 the bleeding should have been local, i. es 1t
the region of the wound; as it was, the bleeding was bad practice; it might
have prodaced more irritation ; if the wennd was irritable, gencral bleeding w8
highly iujarions; the wound should have been dilated as soom as the nersow
irritation appeared ; had probed the wound and found it open to the bone; the
antimonizls and cold lotion admiuistered and applied by M.. Scott, were wiovt
when the skin and puolse were in ~uch a state as he has described them; if %X'
Scott has stated his treatment correctly, it was decidedly wrong ; the cold lotict
evidently produced the irritatios ; the wound should have beeu soothed ag wutd
as possible; Dr. Turqiend did everythiog he could under the circumstancee
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Mr. P. G. McKenzie, sworn : Has heard the statements of the other
medical men present ;5 Dr. Durquand’s treatment was most proper for a punc-
tred wound ; witness is a hieentiate 5 does not consider Mr. Scott’s treatment
proper; would certainly have dilated the wound on the second day, or as soon
as sypmptoms of irritable fever appeared.

The testimony was then closed, and Dr. Turguand read an extract from
Gihson's Surgery, on the treatment of punctured wonnds, which pertectly agreed
with that deserived by the modical men present. We should observe that the
work in question is an isdisputable anthority in all such cases.  The coroner
then summed up the evidence, and the jury retired for a short time, when they
bronght in the following verdict, * We do agree that the deceased, Asa Davis,
came to hisdeath for want of proper medical aid.”

(Signed) JOUN PHELAN, Foreman.

And so, because Mr. Scott has < erjoyed the confidence of the
people in his neighbourhood for many years,” probably trom the
want of good professional advice, and because ¢ he had done as well
as he could,” a human life is to be sacrificed at the shrine of iguo-
rance and cupidity.  Alas pour Asa Davis! to thee the pain and
sulfering, ease and comfort, thou didst endure while on carth are now
alike. 'The cold hand of death hath swept over thy wounded foot
and tortured frame ; but if from the shadow of that mysterious and
impenctrable veil which separates the living from the dead, thou
last been permitted to withess the effort made to unfold the seeret
of the severance of thy spirit and body—thou wilt also surely
recosnize the remorseful pany of conscience with which he who
“did as well as be could” must have heard the verdict of his coun-
uymen, that he had suffered a fellow-creature to depart from life
through ignorance and omission.

We congratulate Dr. Patrerson upon the able and impartiai
manner in which he conducted the inquest.  We congrawlate Dr.
Turquand upon the satisfactory wanner in whieh lie kas been able
to clear his professional reputation from unjust aspersions and
envious slander.  We congratulate the jury on their intelligent and
manly verdict,—and Mr. Scott may congratulate himself upon
the forbearance and clemencey of those, who might if they pleased,
and whose strict duty it undoubtedly would be, to prosecute this
watter by further judicial investigation.

PUBLICATIONS RLECEIVED.

The history of the Epidemic Cholora as it appeared at Chatham,
Rachuster, and Strood, in 1349, by Tuomas Strarroy, M.D., Edin.,
Surgeon, I, N,

The Northern Loincet, Platshurgh, for dugust and Sept., 1531,

The Dublin Medical Press, three mumdbers,
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SELECTED MATTER.

MEDICINE.
ABSTRACT OF A PAPER ON THE VARIATIONS OF THE SULPHATES
AND PHOSPHATES EXCRETED IN ACUTE CHORE., DELIRIUM
TREMENS, AND INFLAMMATION OF THE BRAIN.

By H. Beace Jones, M.D.

Having determined the variations of the sulphates in the states of health
when different diets, amount of exercise, and medicines were taken, the variations
of the sulphates in disease were examined. At the same time the total amount
of alkaline and earthly phosphates was determined, partly in order to see whether
the amount of sulphates and of phosphates bore any relation to one another;
and partly to test the conclusions which were drawn in the author'’s previous
paper on the Variations of the Phosphates in Discases. The cases were thus
classified : — .

Ist. Acute and chronic diseases, in which the muscular structures were
chiefly affected, as chorea,

2nd. Functional diseases of the brain, as delirimn tremens.

3rd. Acute inflammatory diseases of the nervous structures, a3 inflamma-
tory of the brain.

4th. Chronic diseases of the nervous structures.

5th. Acute diseases, in which neither the nervous nor the muscular struce
tures were chiefly affected.

6th. Chronic diseases, in which neither the mucular nor the nervous struc-
tures were chiefly affected.

The three last classes gave only negative results.

In iNustration of the first class, three cases of most intense chorea are
detailed ; the urine was examined frequently from the third to the eleventh day.
The phosphates were found to be diminished. The sulphates were present in
very great excess.  The urine was found to be so loaded with urea, that nitrate
of urea ery stallized out before the urine was concentrated.  The spedific gravity
s the arine was as high as 1036 in one case, 1035 in avother, and in the third,
1001,

In illustration of the gecond class, three cases of deliviuin tremeus are given.
The urine was examined from the fitth to the fourteenth day of disease. The
Paosphates were not found to be so remarkably diminished as in the cases
Teported jn the previous paper. ‘The sulpbates were found to be excecdingly
wereaged,  The amount of urea was so great, that nitric acid caused an instanta-
neous erystallization, The specific gravity also was in one case, 1041 in
another, 1037 ; and v the third, 1027. In other words, there was the most
temarkable correspundence between the state of the urive in acute chorea and
 delirium tremens.

In iliustration of the third class, four cases of acute inflammation of the
brais are given.  Th2 urine was examined from the fourth to the twenty-sixth
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day. Though the inflammation in these cases was not so intense as in thes:
which were recorded in the author's previous paper referred to, yet they confim
the statement that in inflammation of the brain the phosphates in the urine are
increased ; they also lead to the conclusion that the sulphates are at the same
tine increased in the same degree.

In conclusion, the author states, the phenomenon common to acute chorea
asd to intense delirium tremens is increased and unceasing muswular action—
The muscles are highly complex organic compounds, in which sulphur csists in
an w oxidized state, and the muscular action is accompanied, 1if’ not caused, by
an action of osygen, which, amonyg other results, gives rise to the formation of
sulphuric acid and urea, the amount of oxidaticn being proportioned to the inten.
8:ty of the muscular action. The result produced is an increase of the sulphates
and of the urea in the urive, just as in health they would be increased if
continued strong exercise were taken,  The itereased ameunt of urea docs rot
constitute a disease resembling diubetes, but it 1s only an evidence of the changes
which are taking place within. The increase of sulphates and phosphutesin
inflamnmation of the brair: is also an evidence of wcreased oxidation of the nervous
structures. These simultancous variations depend on the fact that the amount
of sulphur in the brain is nearly the same as the amount of phosphorus,  Thus
at one time we have evidence of increased oxidation of the elvments of the
nervous structures, and at another time increased oxidation of the elements of the
muscular structures 3 and we may thus arrive at the conelusion, that at ope time
the function of the nerves and at another that of the muscles, is inordinately
increased

YEAST IN THE TREATMENT OF VALIGNANT SCARLET FEVER.

[ Mr. Bennett, of Gateshead, states that he has found the administration of
fresh yeast of the most invaivable acvantage when the symptoms are of a malig-
nant characier. e says:]

After ammonia, the miuveral acids, chlorate of potash, &e., have failed, and
the application of nitrate of silver besides, one or two table-spoonsful of fresh
yeast frequently given (according to the age and malignaney of the casc) has, in
iny practice at least, been qoickly efficacions asan antiseptic and stimulant—~
DMedicul Gazette, Junuary 10, 1851.

ENCEPHALOID DISEASE.
By Dr. Charles Kild.

It has been said encephaluid does wot arise from disease of the blood ; if
not, it is difficult to say whence it arises. Sir Robert Carswell long since stated,
that encephaloid was a molecular deposit from derauged nutrition, and our Iale‘t
experience has tended very fully to corroborate his views. Lacnnec thought it
vascular ; but this can scarcelv be the case, as, under the microsvope, we dete.cl
little elce but some of the series of nucleated cells only, without the peculizr
fibre of some other furms of malignant growths. The microscope has not yet
succeeded in pointing out sny diagnostic appecrances of malignant and non-ms*
lignant growths ; it has done much, however, in showing the origin of the cancer
and these allied diseases.

"The highly interesting fact, described by Ascherson, that a drop of oil can-
not come in contact with albumen without being enclosed in a vesicular mem-
brane—that rubbing oil and albumen togetber resolves them into granules iden;
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tical with those found in animal fluids—that every kind of blastema deposits
those elementary granlues, these united, constituting nuclei, which merely 1equire
to take place in the animal body to have the characters of vitality attached to
them ; the practical fact, that the molecular element is the basis of all liviag
tissues, @ view not coutrary but in advoace of that of Sch»ann, who considered,
I nead hardly remark, the cell as the primary form of life ; the very great pro-
bability that cancer or enc-phalvid s not a new growth; everything, in fact,
tenls trwards a solation of the difficult problem, what cancer really is. There
isno doabt that the nucli in cancer and cancer-like growths are produced pre-
cisely smilar to thase in the normal textures of the body. That there isa
Imiushed or altered vitality of the Lload plasma, is all that we can assert with
any amcunt of certainty.  The nuclel of cancer, like those of other cells, may be
producc 1 by the aggregition and meliiig together of molecules and granules,
producing new nuclei an i celly, which all micrusenpic observers have seen in
their th -usand forias, or the original nucleus may expand and we have an outer
cell wa'l,—a new nucleus producel within it by the depositioa or melting toge-
taer of zranules.  Free nucled, again, in a fibrous stroma, to the young micros-
copist, may be still quite different, painely, the result of disintegration—of
hreaking d- wn not building up of tissues, nay, buth prucesses may even bg going
ogtogether.  Qae of the chief sources in huspital research, perhaps of the mul-
tipleity ofcanerr growths and cancer cells, is this arrest of development from
eonstitutinal causes and treatment ; thete are no granules distinetive of cancer
mucleoli and nothing distiuctive iufallible of cancer cells ; nothing but constant
histolagical researches an.d study of the history of each case, to mark out cancer
eells from epithelium or pus cclls.  Treatment may arrest the disease, and ¢
change in the eanstitution of the bly,d from diffcrent hygienic conditions, or frem
cutting out a cancer growth and thus preventing the seeds of the disease spread-
‘ng, may aiter the wicroscopic appearances; but the micruscope aloue will tell
very Hile.—~Jledical Timrs, December 7, 1830,

CANCER CELLS IN THE URINE.
By Mr. Babaaa.

T At a meeting of the Liverpoo! Medical and Pathological Society.]

The urine of a patient suiliring from cancer of the uterus was exhibited
under the microscape, and was proposed by the author as a means of diagnosti-
catiny the presence of cancer without the neces<ity for muking an examination
per vaginam.  The urine washing off the cancerous discharge from the vulva, the

nacleated cancer-cells were shown to the society in proofof the value of the test
—edical Gazette, Junmary, 24, 1851,

SURGERY.
CIPATRIZATION OF AN ULCER PRUMOTED BY THE ELECTRIC MOXA.
Under the core of Mr. Branshy Coopir.,
[ The attention of Mr., Cooper was formetly dircctly to this process for the
Promotion of the cicatiization of obstinate uleers, by Dr. Hull, of the Uniied
States of America. Instead, however, of cmploging the galvanic battery which
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is - ambersome, he used one introdaced by Dr. Golding Bird, merely using two
glates, one of silver and the other of zine, connectea by a copper wire. The
case in which the apparatus was used, was an ulcer originally produced from g
gun-shot wound situated on tue inuner side of the right fuot and below the
ankle, The charge of shot prssed obliquely through the soft part of the right
instep, and injured the navicular bone. During the treatment several emall
pieces of bone came away, a3 often as two or three times a week. The wound
naver however, completely healed, and previous to the application of the electric
moxa, it was the size of the hand.]

Carrot poultices were fivst used, and leeches were from time to time applied
vound the sore. Warm water dresaing was subsequently employed, and the
patient took sarsaparilla, but this treatment, continued for about six weeks,
proved unavailing as regarded the cicatrization of the uleer.

At this period Mr, Cooper ordered the electtic moxa to be applied; this
was done in the following manncr:—a smull oval piece of blistering plaster,
about the size of 8 crown picce, was placed six inches above the sore.  On the
following day, a blister having formed, the cuticle was removed, and a plate of
zine, previously cut so as accurately to fit the vesicated surface, was applied on
the same. A silver plate was then placed on the original sore, and the two
metallic agents counected with & copper wire. This simple apparatus was
secured on the limb by means of a few narrow strips of adhesive plaster, the
whole being covered with wet lint, and a loose bandage, which iatter wus kept
constantly moist.

Ou the next day the silver plate was raised for the purpose of examining
the sore, and a most decided improveunent was observed, the granulations looking
more healthy and active. On the seccad day, however, (the moxa having
remained in contact with the limb for forty-eight hours,) there was pain and
considerable redness over the whole leg, with enlargement of the inguinul glands,
T'he moxa was therefore removed, the stimulating effects having evidently caused
inflammation of the absorbents; yet the original sore had a more bealihy
appearance, and was evidently decreasing in size.  Oun the fifth day the in-
flammatory symptoms had considerably subsided and the sore was improviag
fast.  On the ninth all pain avd redoess in the leg had disuppeared, and a
slough separated from tise blistered surface to which the zinc plate had been
applied.  The original ulcer was fuund mudh decrcased in size, being now wo
larger than a crown picce; the granulations as-umcd a healihy appearance;
they rose to the level of the margin., aud wete covered and protected towards
th: centre of the sore by & whitish layer of healthy pus. The burders were
becoming flattened and regular, and the gradual «xtension of the cuticle could
be distinguished within them.

The cicatrizing provess went on uninterraptedly for several wecks, until the
7th of Juunary, 1851, about four months after adinission, when the vleer w43
guite healed up, and the patient left the hospital in good health. He was,
however, ecommcended vot to bear the whole weight of the body upon the leg
for sume time to coine, aud alluw the soft parts about the aukle to gin tous
be fure he used them freely.

In reviewing the varibas facts connected with this case, one is involuntarily
led to ask whether the galvanic excitement acte § dircetly on the surc or indirectly
through the vascular disturbauce which was brought on by the continuess
preseuce of the mosa for forty-eight hours.  LTiat erysipelas has repeatedly been
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conducive {o the disappearance of congestion in internal organs or extergul
parts is well known ; nor are tl.ere examples wantiny of artificial ulcers saiding
in the cicatrizaticn of long-standing sores, 20 that the influence of the electric
moxa geems 1: first sight more likely to have been exerted indirectly than
directly.  Still it must be conceded that this indirect effect may be of » - ~uliar
nature 3 further trials will probably settle the point.

Whilst an the subject of therapeutic uses of galvanism, we should not
omit tv mention the galvanic poultice lately proposed by A, Récamier, of Paris.
It has been successfully vsed for neuralgic and rheumatic pains, &e., and consists
of a piece of cotton-wool, containing a layer of minute fragments of zinc, and
another of particles of copper; the wool beiug properly sewn up, ia placed in &
bag, one surface of which is of cotton, the other of aun aiv-tight tissue. The
permeable surfuce of the bag is then applicd to the skin, and fixed by a roller or
atowel ; heatis roon developed; the perspiration, retained by the air-tight
texture, accumulates; it moistens the bag, and this moisture, which is acid, acts
on the zine and copper placed in the cotton-wool.

Thus the two metals are acted upon by a dilute acid solution, just as they
are in the trough or the pile, aud a certain amount of electricity is disengaged.
When the skin 35 very dry and unperspirable, a piece of flannel, dipped in a
solution of common salt, and then wrung out, is placed between the galvanic
bag and the skin, Electricity is given off to such an extent, that it asts like 2
mustard poultice, though there is ne pain, dbut merely a pricking feeling of
warmth. Time will show whether M. Récamier’s gaivanic poultice acts other-
wise than comwon counter-irritants.— Laxncet, Jan, 25, 1851.

PRACTICAL RULES ON THE SUPPRESNON OF ARTERIAL
HEMORRHAGE.
By Profussor Syme.

In the first place, you ehould hold it estallish:c 3, that it is always desirable
ifpossible,to arrest bleeding from arteries by means applicd at the scat of injury.
Secondly, you may be assured that bleeding at and below the wrist, and at and
below the ankle, is always under the control of pressure, provided it be properly
employed,—that is, not superticially, but from lint, or some other suitable sub-
stance being introduced into the wound, and made to press directly upon the
erifice of the vessel. Thirdly, in wounds of all arteries, accessible between the
limits just mentioned and the heart, the vessel should be exposed at the seat of
injurg, and tied on both sides of the wound it has sustained. The principal has
been so loudly maintained by Mr. Guthrie, that I believe some people have given
lim the credit of its origin ; but it has been long established as a sound princi-
diple of practice by surgeons of the highest eminence both at home and abroad,
and more especially by Mr, John Bell, of Edinburgh, in whose ¢ Principles of
?“’gery‘ you will ind many graphic and impressive lessons of the effects result-
1ng from attention to it, and also from its regard.

One evening T received a message from the Northern Railway, that there
%254 steamboat waiting at Granton to carry me across the Firth to Buratisland,
vhere s special train would be ready to proced cnwards, but whither, or for
#ht purpose, there was no information. Having travelled & considerable dis-
tavee, I met several practitioners, of great experience and intelligence, who were

"
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suffering much anxiety in regard to a youth, in whose forearm an incision tor w
abscess had bled profusely. Asit was quite away from the radical artery, the
ulnar was conclided to be the source of hemorrhage, and had been sought for
by dissection upwards towards the elbow, along the course of the muscles, be-
tween which it is wont to run, but without success ; and, as the patient scemed
little able to bear any further loss of blood, it was deemed desirable to havea
consultation as to the most efficient measure of relief, even though it might ia-
volve ligature of the humeral artery, or removal of the limb. Acting upon the
ptiaciple above-mentioned, I scratehed away the clot at the bieeding puint, from
which a copious stream instantly issued, but arresting this with my thumb,
pressure being at the same time made upon the humeral, I dissected a litth
through the adjacent texture, and brought into view a large artery,under whicha
double ligature was passed, and tied on both sides of an aperture distinctly visible
in it coats. It less time than I have taken to describe the process, the patient
was thus transferred from a state of extreme danger to one of perfect safety~—
The artery was obviously the ulnar, which had come off' higher than usual from
the humeral, and pursued an irregular comse externally to the fascia of the
forearm, thus explaining how it bad been wounded by the superficial inzision,
and how it had escaped the deep dissection.

The fourth rule I bave to offer is, that when an aneurism forms after the
wound of an artery, the same means should be employed as in the first initance,
unless the vessel concernied be of a large size, and admits of having a ligature
applied to it, without the intervention of any large branch between the seat of
obstruction and the wound, The formerly not uucommeon case of aneurism at
the bend of the arm, as a consequence of the humeral artery being wounded i
venesection, affords a good illustration of the advauntage resulting from atention
to thisrule, since relief was thus afforded much more easily, sufely, and securely,
than by ligature of the humeral further up the arm.

To illustrate the exception mentjoned, 1 may relate the ease of a youn
man who, in one of the most remote of the Orkocy Islands, accidentally thrust
the blade of a koife into the middle of his thigh, so as to wound the femoral ar-
tery. 'The blood gushed forth with great violence, but was restrained by acom:
press, formed of eight half-crowns, wrapped in a piece of cloth. The wound
healcd, and an ancurism soon afterwards appearing, he was sent here to my care
Respect for the general principle, and suspicion from the purring sound, that
there was a communicatic 1 between the artery and vein, suggested considerations
which were opposed to ligature of the femoral, but T nevertheless preterred this
operation, as the ligature could be applied without the intervention of any con
siderable branch ; and I accordingly performed it, with the happiest result

"The following case will show the danger of not strictly Hiniting exceptions
to the rule within the limits which have been mentioned. A mwiddle aged wo-
man, in acountry town, while walking up a steep and slippery ascent, and cary®
ing a knife, with which she had just killed a pig, fell, and thrust the sharp poist
of the blade completely through her leg, a little below the koee, entering betweed
the tibia and fibula, and issuing at the lower part of the popliteal space. Blocd
gushed from both openings, but when she was Jaid in bed ceased, and did 5ot
return. At the end of 2 fortnight, the wounds having healed, she attempted ©2
walk and found that a swelling had taken place at the seat of injury, on accoutt
of which, by the advice of her medical attendant, she came here to be under ¥
care. On esamination, 1 found a large pulsating tumour in the forepart of th
leg, immediately below the knee, and another,of equal sizein the popliteal cavly:
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Feeling unable to determine whether the anterior or posterior tibial, or the
popliteal artery itself, was the vessel wounded, and, on the whole, being inclined
to think that the one last mentioned was most probably concerned, in which case
ligature of the femoral would be the proper course, I adopted this measure. No
bad consequences followed the operation, the tumours ceased to pulsate, and fa-
vourable expectations were entertained of the result for two or three weeks, when
the anterior wound below the knee opened and bled profusely. I dilated it
frecly, evacuated the cavity cf its fluid and coagulated contents, and applied firm
pressure between the tibia and fibula, whence the blood was found to issue.—
Mortification followed, and I performed amputation, without saving the patients
life. There can be no doubt that, in this case, it the true state of matters could
have been ascertained, and a ligature applied to the anterior tibial, which was di-
vided just before it passed through the interosseous ligament, both the limb and
life of the patient would have been preserved.—Mouthly Journal of Mediccl
Science, April, 1851.

UN THE TREATMENT OF REMITTENT MENSTRUATION BY SULPHATE
OF QUINA,
By Dr. Edward Juha Till

[Dr. Tilt says he uses the term reniittent here in the same sense as in the
pathology of fever.  This variety of menstrual derangement being characterized
by a change from the habitual type to some other, so that the menstrual periods
are brought nearer, and 1¢nd to run into cach other. The first case occurred in
a tall slender woman, aged twenty-nine. In this case menstruation commenced
“tetween fourteen and fifteen, and continued regular until six months since, when
she left her native country, Lincolnshire, for tunn.  For two months, although
she menstruated as usval, she was troubled with leucorrheea between each men-
struation.  The menstrual perieds then came ou every fortnight and lasted cight
instead of five days.  Although she had tried several practitioners, the disorder
remeined the same, and, continues Dr. Tilt,]

Un the 25th of October she applicd to me at the Paddington Free Dispen-
gary.  The patient was weak and exhausted, but not chblorotic ; she bad just
passed 2 menstrual period ; there was an abscnee of pain and of other symptems
of uterine disease ; therefore, noetwithstavding « discharge of which she com-
plained, I omitted all locel treatment, aud ordered the following pills and mix-
ture :—sulphute of iron, two scruplus ; sulphate of quina, ten grains ; estract of
hyoseyamus, a scraple : mix for twenty pills, one to be taken night and morning.
Camphor misture, sis ounces ; liquor potassie, four drachms ; tincture of by os-
cyamus, six drachms ; tincture of cardamans, two drachms.  Ilalf an ounce to
b taken thrice daily. A opinm plaster to be applied to the pit of the stomach.

The patient’s general health improved, mentruation retarned to its wonted
type, and from that time she only took one pill every night, until the approach of
the ensuing epoch, which passcd on as it ouglt to do; and the patient was dis-
charged on the 261h of December.

. Miss M. A, Le—n, aged 16, with dark hair, grey eyes, slender, and of
l‘mddling beight ;5 has lived in town all bicr life.  Slie first waenstruated between
‘ourteen and fifteen 3 and regularly, for four wouths after its first appearaner,

Id menstruation adopt the mouthly type.  Sinee seven or eight years of age
e had been sabject tolcucorrhaea,which fur the last three months has preceded
d followed the menstraal flow ; the latter has made its appearance every fort-
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night.  Still there was no intermediate leucorrheea ; there were no pains in the
back, none in front, and none were determined by pressure on the abdomen ; but
the thighs were so painful that she could scarcely walk, and her legs were at
times much swollen. For this symptom my opinion was requested by her mo-
ther., The girl had very much fallen off, was much debilitated by loss of blood,
and the undue influence of the generative organs on her system bad caused cata-
menial headache, heaviness for sleep, momentary loss of her senses, and often fits
of lowness and shedding of tears.

I thought I counld promise a speedy return to health, and I ordered the fol-
lowing pills :—Sulphate of quina, ten grains; extract of gentain, a scruple;
extract of aloes, ten grains ; extract of hyoscyamus, a scruple. Mix for ten
pills, one to be taken night and morning. I prescribed the compound camphor-
ated mixture, and belladona plasters to each of the ovarian regions.

The symptoms rapidly abated, and menstruation was forthwith brought
back to its original type.

The preceding cases are, in my opinion, samples of an idiopathic aberration
from the normal type of menstruation, and perfectly independeut of any inflam-
matory lesion of the ovaries or uterus. They are illustrations of similar cases
which have come under my care—cases in which various preparations of steel
had been fruitlessly tried, and which soon yielded to the use of sulphate of quina
alone, or in combination with other remedies ; and I thercfore strongly recom-
mend this practice to the profession, premising that the treatment will not be s
rapidly effectual, and may even be attended by mischief, if the remittance of the
menstrual flow depends, as it sometimes does, on ovarian or uterine subacute
inflammation, as in the following case :—

Eliza I, aged twenty-one, of florid complexion, full habit, and of middlinz
stature, applied to me at the Paddington Free Dispensary for relief. For the
last two years she had been living in London, menstruation first appeared be-
tween thirteen acd fourteen, became regular from the first, was very abundant,
and lasted five days at each period,

A few months ago, the patient was attacked by a severe cold with fever,
which stopped menstruation for two months.  When the latter returned it was
scanty, and accompanied by more than usual pain in the back, the stomach, and
head ; and, attended by these symptoms, it made its appearance every three
weeks instead of every month, giving rise also to sensations of weakness, tremb-
ling, and lowness of spirits, with which she had previously becn wholly unac
quainted. .

The patient localized her pains in the ovarian regions; pressure increastd
them, so did walking or any unusual csertion ; she was slightly feverish ; the
tongue was furred, and the bowels were costive.

1 considered this case was one whercin the remittance of menstruation wes
dependent on subreute inflammation of the ovaries, and I ordered six Leeches
over each ovarian region ; poultices to be kep to the same regions at night ; and
a flannel sprinkled with camphorated liniment to be applicd over the abdomet
during the day. Aloetic purgatives aud a sedative mixture were also prescribed
—the pain subsided ; the patient felt well ; but menstruation returned at !l‘ze
morbid period of three weeks and was still painful, and left behind it a certad
smount of abdominal pain.  After giving a brisk purgative, I applicd belladonms
plasters to the ovarian regions, and gase pills similar to those taken by Miss &
L. The patient now says she feels well, and as menstruation has resumed it
physiological type, I believer her to be cured.—ZLuncel, Feb. 8, 1851,
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A CASE OF OBSTRUCTION OF THE COLON RELIEVED BY AN OPERA-
TION PERFORMED AT THE GROIN.

By James Eulee, Senior Surgeon to the London and St. Luke's Hospitals, &e.

The subject of this report was a man aged sixty, who on Dec. 16, 1850,
first consplained to the anthor of feeling generally uawell. e had no pain, but
his countenance was depressed, his eyes sallow, and his tongue coated. ‘The
bowels were confined, and lately medicines had acted with difficulty on them.—
An aperient was ordered, and on the following day he passed a smali lumpy
motion, but without relief to the symptoms ; castor-oil was ordered, Lut after
atime was rejected by vomiting. On the 18th there was no velief from the
bowels and he vomited everything he took, Irom this time he progressively got
vorse in spite of all the means resorted to for his relief.  He complained of pain
chiefly about the region of the ca:cum. The transverse arch of the colon could
be felt distended and tympanitic. A careful observation of the case had led the
author to believe that there was obstruction in the bowel about the sigmoid
flexture of the colon, and it was resolved as a last resource to operate upon the
patient.  The operation was performed on the 23rd. Not thinking it prudent
to assume that the conclusion respecting the seat of the ‘obstruction was cer-
tainly correct, the author determined to adopt that operation which would give
him some opportunity of extending his scarch, provided he did not find the
obstruction at the point where it was supposed to be. He therefore opened the
abdominal parietes near the groin, by an incision four inches in length, a little to
the outside of the course of the epigastric artery, the lower extremity of which
incision terminated a little above Poupart’s ligament. The peritoncum was
opened to the extent of about two inches. On passing the finger down the sur-
face of the intestine, which now protraded, a discased mass could be felt, which
appeared to encircle the intestine. The bowcl was then opened above this part
alarge quantity of freculent matter came away and the patient expressed himself
&srelieved.  On now passing the finger into the bowel it wasfound to be imper-
vious about two inches below the aperture. After the operation the recovery
of the patient was rapid.  On the 20d duy, feces passed per anum, and conti-
nued to do so for more than a month, when their passage through the natural
opening ceased ; it was again partially restored, but from this time the greater part
af the forces passed by the wound. T'his is closed by a well-fitted pad, and he has
been enabled since to pursue his ordinary occupation alnost without interruption.
The author then proceeds to remark on the danger of protracted delay in attempt-
g to relieve such cases, a delay which is, however, to a great extent rendered
Becessary by the difficulties of diagnosis.  The distension of the colon, and the
evidence afforded by the proper introduction of the long tube, are pointed out as
the two means of diagnosis on which reliance may be generally placed for the
purpese of determining the scat of obstruction, when it is situated at the lower
Fart of the colon. The advantages of the operations of Amussat and Littre are
Iflen compared, and the author, while admitting the advantage gained by opera-
tmg in the loins, as proposed by the former—of not opening the peritonaal
tavity~—syet thinks that the operation in the groin offers certain advantages which
Tender it in many cases preferable. By the operation in the loins nothing more
would be done than opeping the intestine; but this might in some cases be
lmproper—as where obstructions were produced by fibrous bands overlaying the
Wtestine, or by strangulavions, the result of causes acting exteriorly to its tunics.

Tu these cases, the proper treatment is to divide the bands, or relieve the cause
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of strangulation. In the event, too, of an errot of diagnosis, the opening in the
loing does not provide any facilities for correcting the erro.. 'The dunger of total
failure of affurding relief consequent upon this state of things, must therefore be
attributable as a demerit to the operation in the loins.  There are, busides, the
niinor evils ia operation, that the opening cannot be conveniently attended to by
the patient himself, and that there exists frequently a great disposition to
confraction, arising from the great depth of the wound, which requires renewed
surgical intecference. 1n all these particulars, with the exceptinn of the necessary
attendant of peritoneal section, the operation of opening the abdominal parictes
at the groin, in all cases of abstruction, or suspected obstruction, in the lower
part of the colon, appears to the author o be the operation which should be
preferred. It affurds facilities for modifying the treatment, cither by opening the
intestine, when incapable of relief by other means, or by dividing or removing
any existing cause of strangulation. It enables the surgeon to extend his search
within a limited rauge, in the event of the diagnosis proving incorrect ;3 it allons
him to open the bowel as close as possible to the scat of obstruction ; and it
secures to the paticnt the facilities for attending to his own comfort which uppear
almost a necessary coudition to make lie endurable under such circumstances.

TREATMENT OF TETAXNUS.
By Profosser Miller,

[Speaking of the value of Cannabis Indicain this disease, Professor Miller
says, ]

I can now record three fortunate cases under its use ; all traumatic. A
girl, eleven years of age, sustained comusinuted fracture of the finger. T'etanus
occurred, the finger was amputated 5 and the treatment consisted of purgatives,
cold to the spine, Indian hetp—pushed to narcotism—nourishment and seclu-
sion, The amendment was gradual and complete, A boy, about the same age,
had simple fracture of the thigh, with componnd and comminutd fracture of the
great toe.  The treatment and result were the same. Another boy, rather older,
had compound fracture of the bones of the arm. The treatment again resulted
in cure. And in these cases I was and am inclined to award to the cannabis the
greater part of the therapeutic agency. In other ¢xamples of the disease, 1
bhave seen it fail to cure, but never to relieve. It is given in doses of three grains
of the extract, or thirty drops of the tincture ; repeated every half hour, hour, of
two hours; the object being to produce and maintain narcotism. There is 8
very marked tolerance of the remedy.—DBrit, aud For. Medico- Chirurg. Review,
Jan. 1851.

PROTECTION OF GRANULATING SURFACES.
By the sane.

[ Professor Miller proteets raw granulating surfaces “ from the jnfluence of
the atmosvhere, by imitating the incrustation of nature)” ‘This he does by
using * a thick semifluid aqneous solution of gum tragacauth.”  ‘This is]

Laid gently and uniformly on the raw surface, so as completely to protect
it; and if at any portion the envelope threaten to become imperfect, the attend-
ant is directed to effect an immediate repair.  The application is productive ©
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1io irritation ; and, being travslucent, permits a complete surveillance of the part.
Atmospheric influcuce is completely excluded ; and the raw surfuce would seem
to be placed in circun.stances somewhat anulogous to its normal state, as if still
invested by the integument.  Should influnmation ensue, no barm has been
done: on the contrary, uction is likely to prove less intense than it otherwise
would have beens the gum is loosened and washed away by the perulent secre-
tion ; and water-dressing may then be used, as in ordinary circumstances.——
Britisk and Foreign Medwo- Chirarg. Revicw, Jan, 1851,

MIDWIFERY.

CASE OF DIFFICULT LABOUR IN CONSEQUINCE OF TWINS JOINED
BY THE GRIAST,
By Dr. Churlis Stoart, Cidgnside, Borwiclelire. :

[This was a case in which Dr. Stuart found the head presenting in the first
cranial position and every other feature of the labour apparently very favourable,
though he found that the strength of the pains was remarkably decreased on the
patient laying down, although the pains on her woving about in the crect position
were very violent.]

The crauium advanced with extreme slowness, considering the strong na-
ture of the paius ; and it was oaly after the wmost severe traiving that the head
began to press ou the perinzam, and after a very tedious passaga was born about
geven o'clock, pam.  The pains previous to this were of the most frightful de-
seription, and they were now, if it were possible, increased. Some appareutly
insurmountable obstacle seeming at this stage to oppose the further exit of the
ivfunt, I tried by every means in my power to discover the cause of delay, but
from the extreme tightness of the parts it was impossible to ascertain its nature,
I dreaded, from the enormous straining, that the uterus wovld speedily rupture,
unless delivery was immediately «ffected, so accordingly I applicd at the first
geutle traction ; but, when I found that unavailing, I was forced to increase it to
what previously I would have considered a most unwarrantable degree, and sue-
ceeded in delivering the shoulders, when for the first time I discovered something
unusual. T continued, however, my traction as my ouly hope of getting the
woman dclivered ; and after using the greatest force, I was in no small degree
astonished when another head came down with the face considerubly flattened.
This second head lay twisted round upon the back of the first delivered infant,
After further perseverance, I succeeded in extracting two males, still-born, and
intimately joined from the sternum to the umbilicus, into which an umbilical
cord, common to both, was inscrted. The placenta speedily followed, and was
not larger than is usually seen in cases of twins. ‘The umbilical cord was rather
thicker than usval. About an hour elapsed from the time the bead was born
tll the delivery was completed. The pains during that peried were of the most
agonizing and alarming character, and made me regrct exceedingly having no
thloroform. After a careful examination of the external parts, I was very glad to
fied no perineal laceration, which I feared very much from the passage of such a
mass.  The twins were at the full time, and fiftcen inches long. The band of
tomnexion extended from the upper part of the sternum to the umbilicus, and
¥a3 seven juches broad and three loug; and the diameter of the twins, whenlaid
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together, was six and a half inches.  They were perfectly and fully formed ia
othier respects, but the head that presented first was the larger of the two, [
failed io obtaining permission to make any more particular examination.

When we consider the Lreadth of the connecting band between the two
childreu in the above case, we see more elearly how the head of the second child
could assume the position that it did, and to whut an extent the connecting band
must hiave been stretched to have allowed of its being placed at the back of the
shoulders of the other child when delivered.

My patient is a woman of slender figure, bot well formed and of a good
constitution, During her pregnancy she enjoyed excellent health, which in some
measure strengthened her for the extreme trial she had to undergo, and which
she endured with the greatest fortitude,

She has made a most cxcellent recovery, and is now quite strong.

Nu doubt the long delay betore the head was born, in a great degree saved
her from the danger of perineal laceration, as there was ampie time for complete
dilatation, which was so essential for the safe passage of such & mass as hatrto
follow.—Monthly Journal of Medicul Scicuce, Junuary 185 1.

ERGOT OF RYE.
1By Diro M igs, of Phdaddphia.

Dr. Meigs, of Philadelphia, in his valuable work on Midwifery, in speaking
of ergot, says :—* A labour is effected by the contractions of the muscular fibres
of the womb, aided by that of the abdominal muscles. If all the powers
employed in a labour could be accumulated in a single pain, lasting as long as
all the natural pains do, no woman probably could escape with life from so great
an agony, except Jhat small uumber who are met with, and whose organs, happily
for them, make no resistance, but open spontaneously like a door, to let the
feetus pass out. DBy a beneficent Jaw of the economy, the pains of labour are
short, not lasting more than thirty or forty secords in general, and returnisg
once in three or six minuces Under such paing or contractions, howerer
powerful, the fo:tus is safe; for as soon as the contraction is over it lies in the
womb free from pressure, and the placenta, which during the contraction had
been violently compressed betwixt the womb on which it lies and the child
within the cavity,——that placenta, I say, recovers its circulation, and continues
during the absence of the pain to perform all the bronchial offices which belong
toit. But, he continues, * if an ergotic pain is produced to last thirty minutes,
in a case where the placenta is on the fundus uteri, and to be jammed for thirty
minutes against against the child’s breech without en instant of relaxation,
who can doubt that its circulation is either wholly or nearly abolished; and that
when the child emerges at last from the mother's womb it will emerge quite dead
or in a profound asphyxia from the long suppression of its placental circalation?
Multitudes of children are born dead from this very cause, by the imprudent
exhibition of a medicine which as certainly excites a spasm of the womb asDUX
vomica does that of the other muscles of the body. For my own part, he addy
] could say that I scarcely give crgot as an expulsive agent; I chiefly employ
it at the moment or just before the birth of the child, in order to securs, !
possible, a permanent and good contraction of the womb after labour in womed
who are known in their preceding labours to have been subject to alarmiog
hemorrhage.—~—Dub. Quarterly Journal of 3Med. Science, Feb., 1851,
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MEDICAL JURISPRUDXNCL.

AnstRact of M. Au Taylor's papur, in (ay's flospital Reports's Vol. 7, part
Yo Continued from No. 5, page 227,

[The cases we considered in the last number of this Journal were all of
poisening by arsenic—the remaining vases are very varied, chiefly of poisoning
alsu, and possessing considerable interest.]

Case 10.—Aphyxia produced by the application of the deutonitrate (or
acid pernitrate) of mercury to the throat.

Was admitted into a provincial bospital with sypbititic sore throat,
Her gencral appearance was that of a healthy person ; she was not emaciated.
This solutivn (mnade according to Beasley™s formula, ) was applied to her throat by
means of lint wrapped round a s*ici-——alost imine diately symptoms of aphbyxia
came o, These appeared so urgent that tracheotomy sas considered indispens-
sble.  The patient died under the operation, after respiring fuintly two or three
times througl, the opening in the trachea, three-quarters of an hour after the
application of the deutonitrate.

Post Mortem appearances.—* The mouth was in a healthy state, but the
pasterior part of the fauces presented = yellowish white appearanve, the surface
beinz uneven and indurated, baving a leathery fiol; there was po slough nor
excavated uleer 5 there was no disease of the laryox, but the epiglottis was cor-
rigated, and presented the satue appesrance as the buck part of the throat; the
apper part of the trachea appeared healthy, but there was increased vascularity
in the lower part below the nscision. The juigs were of a dark colour and
much congested, Ne.”

These parts were transmitted to Mr. Taylor, and his opinion was requested
teceerning them,

* dnuswers, 1. Death was caused by asphysiy, probably from a spasmodie
nosure of the glottis,

“2, The asphysin was caused by the application of the acid pernitrate
{deatonitrate) of mereury to the throat, whereby the parts situatud at the upper
patt of the laryux became implicated, leading to the spasu odic closure of the
Az glottidis.  There is no evidence that it vas caused by disease.

* Rexarg<—I bave never heard of sy philitic sore throat leading to an
utack of aspbyxia from spasm of the glottis s while strong escarotics or corrosives,
bize the deutronitate of mereury, applied to the fauccs, may easily cause a fatal
attack of this kind. In asphyxia, deprnding on long standing discase, there
e alwa)g warning symptoms ; in asphy it fiom acerdent, death is always sud~
den, without any preliminary attacks indicative of threatened sutfocation.

“ fhe fust that symptoms of asphyxia wamediat-iy followdd the application of
&3 powerful an esearotic, applied in a loose manuer to the throat, fully justifies
iz interence that the asphyxia was caused by the deutouvitrate, and not by the
ﬁjtase. I shonld refer the corragation of the epigluttis to the local actinn of
s eorrosive liquid,”

Bexsley's solation is pronounced to be kighly dangerous and unsife to apply
tihethroat or fauces in a concentrated form.  The formula for making this
~the Liguor hydrargyri deutonitratis, is—Qnick silver one ouuce 5 nitnie acid

'132) two wunces—dissolve and evaporate tocighteen drachms: (2il by weight.)



270 Selected Matier,

11.— r’his is a remarkable case of poisoning from taking a table spoonful of
red oxide of lead ; about two and a-half ounces.  Mr. Taylor states it is the onl)
case of the kind he has met with. In nine hours after taking it, the patient, a
woman, woke with intense pain in the epigastric and umbilical regions, which
resulted in vomiting with relief to the pain—and followed by one large dejection
attended with acute and continued pain ahout the umbilicus.  She was treated
with sulphate of zine, diluted sulphurie acid, and sulphate of magnesia,  On the
gecond day, a faint blue line formed round the margin of the gums.  The urine,
which was very copicus, did not give the ordinary re-action usually evident in
fluids containing lead.  She was dischurged well on the 9th day.

Although this Targe dese did not preduce mare serious consequences, red
lead, tuken in contivued small quantities would doubtless cavse all the alarming
effvets of chronie poisoning by lead.

13.~—Nineteen grains of corrosive of sublimate were taken in warm tea.—
Diluents were given freely with albumn af an carly period—exactly how soon i3
uot stated—but it must have been within fifteen or twenty minutes, at which
time there had been free vowiting.  In a few days the gitl perfectly recovered
withont a bad symptow. * Recovery may be fairly ascribed to early and juli-
céous treatiment.”’

14. Poisonirg by the Commen Mussel—3ytifus Edulis.

‘T'he boy ate the thick part of two mussels.  In forty-five minates he was
geized with severs pain in the Scrobiculus Cordis, heat, giddiness and nansea.
There were swelling and distortion of the face, suffusion of the covjunctisa,
swelling of the upper eyelids and violent itching of the scalp, The body was
covered with an eruption simulating scatlating and urticaria. A powerful emetic
was given, with copious draughts of warm water.  When these had acted freely,
an ounce of castor oil was piven, and next day he was quite recovered. The
interest of thiv casc is derived from the small quantity of the mussels eaten, the
violence and rapidity of the symptoms, aud the gooi cffects from the early
exhibition of the emetic.

15.—Poisening by Bi-chiremate of Potass,

About two ouuces of this salt were taken. In half an hour the symptoms
wete those of extreme prostration, dilated and fixed pupils, and almost total
insensibility, cramps in the legs, and oceasional vomiting, sttended with intense
epigastric paiv.  Ile was treated with sulphate of zine, followed by olive oil an
white of egg, with copious draughts of warm water 1 magnesia seems to have
been administered also.  The stomach puinp was employed until the washings
came up colourless,  Reaction took place soon after, followed by very severz
gastro-intestinal inflammation with severe cramps in various parts of the body
and limbs.,  Ile was bled, and calomel and opium administered. On the fourth
day alarming pro~tration set in, with severe and incessant purging, the abdomts
swollen and tender, the evacuations consisting of mucus and blood.  Bottles ¢
hot water were appiied to the hands, feet and thighs; hot brandy and watet givén
and an anodyne enema exhibited.  This treatment was steadily pursued, and fhr‘
patient recovered after a slow convalescence, ulceration of the bowels havird
supervened, which was with difficulty subdued by the use of nitrate of silver ad
repeated blisters to the abdomen. He was discharged from the hospital inabes

four mounths.

% The cases of poisaning by this sebstenee are rare; no antidoteis p@imei
out in toxicological works. The first object is to get rid of the poicon; the &
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tond to decompose what cannot thus be got rid of.  The first may be effected
by emeties and the stomach pump: I should be inclined to rely most on the
latter, The sccond will perkaps be best effueted by the alkaline earths, although
I should rather suspect the activity of chromate of lime.”

Daiwediutely before taking the poison, he bad taken a large messof pottage,
with which the poiven had become mixed ; otherwise such a duse would probably
have bevn speedily fatal, from the shoek to the nervous system.

Mr. Tuylor mentions two other cases of poisoning from bichromate of
potass; one fatal in twelve, the other in fire hours.  In the first there had been
either vowiting nor pureing; in the second, vomiting only.

* With respect to the treatment of the acute stage of poisoning, the rema-
vil of the salt from the alimentary canal by ewmeties, or the free use of the
stomach-painp, i3 the principal objeet. .\ mixture of carbonate of magaesia,
o of lime in linseed-tea, might be exhibited with benefit,  Brown sugar, dis-
tolved in water ut 1027, tends ta deeompose the chromic acid, and to reduce it
to the lesy ircitating state of oxide of chromium.  Chemieal antidotes can, how-
ever, be of little benefit, unless administered within a few minutes after the poi-
son has been swallowed.”

16.—Poisoning of a child scven years old from eating green ornamental
confestionary,  The green colouring matter was Scheele's green, or arsenite of
copper.

“'The symptoms were similar to those which have been observed in nume-
tous other cases of poisoning by confectionary among children, Notwithstand-
ing the perfect insolubility of this poison in water, it is clear that this does not
prevent its rapid absorption, when it has entered the stomach ; and this fact
should teach caution in drawing an inference respecting the irertness of a metal-
lie salt, merely because water does not dissolveit.  The symptoms of poisoning
Wt arsenic appeared in a few minutes. The thirst, burning sensation in the
tiroat aud the redness of the coujunctivie were special symptoms, indicative of
the action of the poison.'’

wo* * * * The sale of this poweriul poison for use in con-
fretionary should be immediately prohibited by law. ‘There is scarcely a year
passes without numerous accidents being reported to have occurred from this
petuieious practice”

17.—A case of poisoning from eating some flywers, the petals of the La-
buum (eyfisus) . . . . The symptoms came on in fifteen minutes,
and vomiting supervenad ; an emetic was given which cffectually cleared the
stomach of the flowers. The symptoms gradually abated, and the child soon
fecovered.  ‘The stomach seems to have been the only part affected.

Another case of poisoning from laburnum flowers is referred to in which
the ervous system was principally affected, the symptoms being those of great
Prostration, laborious breathing, twitchings of the muscles of the face with efforts
0 vomit, These were all relieved by the flowers being expelled by an emetic.
Other similar cases are on record.  * Cytisine, the supposed active principle of
the laburnum, has been detectcd in the seeds—whether this exists in the fow-
€rshas not been ascertained.’” Every part of the tree seems highly poisonous.

[¥.B.—The eytisus appears to be a genus almost unknown on the conti-
nt of North America. Pursh describes the eytisus rhombifolins as found in

?uisiana, but it does not seem to be noticed by later botanists. The Laburnum
*ill not stand the cold of our winters without great care.]
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18.—This is a case of recovery after taking, as was supposed, 4 oz, of
laudanum. The patient said he had taken it about eleven o'clock at night. and
hie was not seen till 10 a.m., next day. At that hour he stabbed himself iy the
side with a penknife, in the left side of the thuras ; he appeared heavy, and said
he had had no sleep after taking the laudanum, but except the drowsiness and a
contracted pupil, had no gymptom of nareotism,  The stomach pump brought
away fluid having the smell of laudanum,  Coffee was admivistered, Ke.; he
recovered perfectly from the eficcts of the narcotic in the course of a few days,

“ This case is chicfly remarkable from the large dose of tinct. of opivm
alledged to have been swallowed. The largest quantity, from the effevt of which
an individual has been kuown to recover was forr ounces.’

The fact, that in this cave, fire ounces were swallowed “rests upon
mans' own statement * *  *  The almost entire absence of narcotic symp-
toms, can only be explained by supposing, ain other cases of recovery from
very lurge doses, that the man must have vomited frey after having tuken the
tincture,

“ It is difficult to account for the slight symptoms and ultimate recovet;
except by supposing either that the whole of the poison was swallowed nnd the
great purt speedily ¢jected, or that ouly a small quantity had beco taken by the
patient shortly before hie was scen by Mr. Alkwork.”

[T confess I entertain great doubts as to this case~it seems almost iz
dible that such a quantity of laudanum should remuin in the stomach fur el
hours without producing some decided symptoms of narcotism ; snd nuthing i
said of vomiting having occurred in that interval. At the same time 2 case
which cecurred to me many years ago might lead to the idea that this was et
absolutely impossible.

I wus called about seven or vight o'clock, am., te a negro lad, who hal
taken about ten drackms of laudanum, at ten or eleven o'clock the night
before. He was then somnolent but cuuld be roused, aud ackpowledged what
he had tuken.  Some sulphate of zine, and other usual modes of treatment yese
tored him to health,  He said he had felt uo effiet from the laudanum all vight,
nor until he began to move about six o'clock in the morning, when—as far 8
I recollect, he took some coffee, and immnedately afterwards, be telt drowsy.—
His own explanation was that Le had not begun to digest i until he begau tomose
about. Iregret that I canuot at present find the notes of this case vo as to gie
it more in detail—Lbut it substantiates the fact that londuawm wmay o in U2
stomach many hours bfore producing any effect whatever.

Another case bearing on the subivet has been related to me by & highly
esteemed and intelligent friend, Doctor McNaught, formerly of Jamaica. A g
tlemzn whom I knew many years azo, took one weriing early, halt a dracha of :
sulphate of 1aorphia, and lay quict fur two honrs; he then got up, feelisg 88
effect from it, shaved himselt and took some coffee 3 shortly alterwerds B2
seews to have repented or become fiightened at what ke had done, and seat i
a medical friead, but it was too late ; he expired in four hours after taking ¢ ]
doze,  Here we have an interval of two bours wiithout auy cffect whatever HEE
a1 epormous dose of morphia ; apparcutly, in short, until the absorb: nts #e*
set in setion, in consequence of the bodily exertion and drinking the coffee—f {
the puiscrous effcets were speedily developed.]

We are compelled to defer the remuinder of this important abstract till o2
next number.
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