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BusiNess NOTICES,

panying this ber will be found blaak forms, which all intending subscribers for the MoxTHLY
will kindly 6ill up, and rewurn at once to the Treasurer. It is huped that our old sulscnption list watl remai
complete and that many new names will headded.  The Alumni, and all fiicnd< of the Culicge, are reques ol 0
assist us in this matter, not oaly by sending their own names, but where conventent, the names of others as well,
We beg to remind many of vur fricnds who were in receipt of the MosTuty last year, that they have
peglected remitting their subscriptions Weaild all such. in rencwing their orders fur thas yrar, kindi, torward
yment for bo‘x:}é If any sheuld decide not to give us tacir uame-s, would they pleage inoicate 1t Ly returming

© Onpy Teccived.
\J;)ha\'c pleasure in commendimy 14 the likeral patronage of all our subceribers, and of the studeni< in
panticular, the firms tha® <0 gencrously awist us by advestinung in the MoxTiey,  These i ms, reprccenting as
they do, vanous lines and orcupationg, are all firtceclass in ther reqpective depariments, and tronmgh y reliabie,

2

ZEditovial,
PROSPECTUS.

TrE Kyox CoruiGe MoNTHLY starts out on the third year of its cxis-
tence, and hopzs at least 1o keep the ground it has already gained.

The competition in jzurnalism scems boundless.  Once reason is the num-
ber of societies which are springing up, whether beneficialty or not, i the
state ; cach organization must have an organ through which to speak wut its
views and its doings. Each department of culture is pressed to a certam de-
gree, unforeseen by these who of ened them.  There are also private gentie-
men of leisure, and of learning, who desire to lay before the pubisc their sober

criticisms on the cvents of the day.  From these and other sources the press
floods the world with reading matter almost endless.
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2 Knox College Monthly.

The success, however, which this journal has already achicved, entitles its
promoters to launch it for the third season with sanguine hopes. Its very
function is in its favor ; it is the organ of Knox College, and in its colunius
may appear discussivns that concern the institution.  The graduates have not,
as a rule, availed themselves of this opportunity, whether because they are
crowded with work where they are, or because they imagine that it is the duty
of the under-graduates to fiil its pages, we know not. But the editors are
anxious that the graduates should share the urgan, aud they welcome contribu.
tions from them.  While the whole tone of the journal is to be religious, the ma.
terials may be various. Litcrary and social articles will stand side by side
with articles that handle a topic of divinity. The missionary spirit will never
be absent frum these columns, for its absence would disgrace it in a day when
the world is slowly opening its eyes to the grandeur and chivalry of missions.
And it is expected that letters from those who have honored our Alina Mater
by undertaking mission work, will not seldom adorn these pages.

A space will be allotted to short and spicy cditorials ; another to narrating
what transpires within the college walls ; another to correspondence.

The editors are wishful that this scheme may meet with favor, and that
the style and substance of the paper, while at times popular and enlivening,
will also repay a careful perusal. 1t is further desired that the organ will in-
crease the esprit de corps alike among graduates and undergraduates.  Knoa
Col'ege has not yet been popularized —it is mnodestly isolated ; there are 1e-
gular meetings of its Senate, and of course of its Examining Board, but not yct
does there prevail amonyg the graduates that loyai enthusiasm which is due o
our college.  What clse is the secret of the crawling rate at which the endow
ment scheme moves forward, in spite of noble exertion?  How clse can be
explained the noturious fact that when a young man turns his face to tic
Church he often asks about the colleges from his minister, who drily o
horts the youth to apply to the learned Principal for a calendar ?  There is a
scandalous lack of proper interest to buoy up the college, and if the prescuce
of a journal on the minister’s desk, and if possible carried to a farm house
where a young man may fcel as if he was already enrolled with us, enlists the
proper and needful interest, much that is very desirable will be effected.

THE subject of scholarships was :llowed a small space at the recent Alumni
meeting, althoush a capi-al paper was read upon it. It is, however, a question
of too much worth to fall back into silence.  Matters have come to this pass
thu the mere standing at the top of a list after cxamination, while it may
imply a trusty memory and a rapid hand, does not denote that the proud
competitor ¢njys more than average brain power ; indeed there is frequently
a smuthered suspucion that the surest mode of winning the highest honors is
to receive slavishly what is delivered in order that not a moment may be
wasted on independent investigation, lesi the chances of a scholarship should
be endangered.
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The evil is confessedly greater in some Dbranches than in others. In

classics a studen® who is keen for a medal must scttle down to close fagging.
The students of history are tempted to fall into this vice and to master the
index. 1In some parts of science the eager aspirant prays sincerely for a tena-
cious memory. as the handiest faculty for his purpuses.  Theology does not
escape this tendency, and the gentleman who poosesses to the greatest degree
the knack of qu ck hand-wiiting, and the facility »f recalling the divisions, is
not rarely the likeliest to earn a bursary.  What of the earnest student who
has been narrowly scrutinizing the systems ?  What of him who has been
eager not so much to shine in the class lists, as to search for real truth on
which to rest his mind and heart ?  Oh, he has the fortune of figuring in an
obscurer placc ! This style of things is a scandal to that science which boasts
that 1t is the highest ; it involves intellectual slavery ; it sets a premium on
sccondary powers ; it is a wrong valuation of worth ; it converts a college tor
intellectual energy into an arena for the hot contest of prizes.

If the re-ults of an examination are to decide the merit of those who com-
pete, it is only fair that the character of the questions should be such as to
bring out the students’ mastery of the topic : he should be asked to cruicize
a theory, 10 show the relation of topics, or to discuss a view. The questions
alvo should be feze fn number in order that the swiftest hand-writing may not
win the day.

It would be a step n advance if essays of a critical nature should be
handed into a professor who could judge by the treatment whether the writer
had sternly grappled with the matter.  These essays might be the competitions.
for prizes, while the annual examination might be sufficient for passing from,
one year to a higher.  Since the competition would likely be limited in num-
ber, the profescor would not be overloaded with short essays.  Whatever the
reform, the style of examination should be to test the power of sound
theological thinking in the rivals for honors ; every other sort is a piece of
folly.

)It is a question, too, whether the money at present alloted to scholarships
might not be better spent in securing another professor, or in enlarging our
library, or improving our out-grounds.  Would the abolition of scholarships
keep off students wh) are needy, and who welcome the aid of bursaries ? We
answer that the ncediest students do not always win a prize, and yet they
lnyally cling to the college. ‘There is not so much room for fear on that score,
for as a class students will flock to that college which they judge to be the
ablest, even without the tempting lure of money.

This is an editorial, and is alrcady too lengthy, but there is a crying need
of change in the mode of giving scholarships.  And it will be a downnght
shame if the question is allowed to stand still and unagitated in order that
the mud may sink and settle at the bottom. There are serious defects ; can
they not be rectified ?

LreisLaTors have found it necessary to control the liquor traffic.  In the
process of legislation aifferent systems of control have been adopted : low
licenses and high licenses, Sunday prohibition, local prolubition, and general
prohibition. At the present day temperance sentiment is tending towards the
total prohibition of the manufacture, importation, and sale of intoxicaung
liquors. Our own country is at present greatly shaken with a temperance agi-
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tation. The Government has agre~d, on the showing by a majority of the
counties of a desire for prohibition, to give prohibitiun. The Scott Act is the
tentative measure, and is being rapidly adopted by almost ¢very cunstitucncy
that is asked to vote on it. It has been in working operation in many of he
counties of the Maritime Provinces, and appears to have given satisfaction,
In one of the counties of our own province it has received a two-years' trial,
A few weeks ago a vote for repeal was taken, when, after a pitched battle, in
which the best speakers that could be obtained on both sides had entered, it
was sustained by an increased majority of one hundred. This decision s ot
great value as to the practical working of the Act. The county is small, com.
posed of four townships, bordering all round on territory in which the sale of
liquor is licensed, and from which it could easily be obtained. Ncverthel. sy
the majority was increased by one hundred.  Evidently there must have been
good results under its rule. The opponents of the Act delight in calling at-
tention to the moral and spiritual forces of the woild. They puint wut wha
great results have been brought about by them in the past, and they say, = Let
these gradually work in society, and they will finally eradicate the evil of
intemperance. And one would almost imagine, from the glowing words with
which they describe these influences, that when prohibition comes into furee
they will be ab.lished. But prohibitory laws, and all other laws, are but
handmaids to these moral influences. They are the constables that preserve
order whiie the higher forces are doing the work of civilization. They are
necessary so long as there are those in human society who are low down in
the scale of life, and who are unable to control their appetites.  When suocicty
1s fully developed, laws will be useless, and will be abolished.  But that time
is not yet.

OuT of some 230 graduates of Knox College living in Ontariv, less than one-
fifth attend the annual Alumni meetings, if we may take the last gathering as an
index of the whole.  We naturally ask the reasons for this thin attendance.
Some are always unasoidably absent. The trip is too expensive for many
we would suggest that reduced railway fares be sceured in the future.  Others
think the meetings of li.tle practical value. However p.riinent this ubjec
tion may have been in the past, we feel that the late meeting has negauved it
for the future.  But we believe that the reason for the absence of the majonty,
though it pains us to say it, is a wantof practical interest in the welfare of the
college.  Now, this, we believe, arises not so much fiom indifference as frum
the absorbing nature of the pastor’s work, the very zeal with which he throws
himself into this, calling his attention to a greater or less degree from wider
interests.  But the pastor and his congregation can no more live alune than
can the individual man. They must have regard also to missions, to ndigh-
boring congregations, to public measures for the welfare of mankind, and
surely to the collcges whence the successors and helpmates of those now in
the ministry are to come. We nced not say then that the cullege has daims
upon the pastor which he shouuld be as ready to acknowledge as those of his
own congregation. Now, one important way in which this interest can be
shewn is by fecting with those who gather here annually 10 consult for the
welfarc of the college. A visit to the college building, and a sight of the new
faces in the class-rooms, will keep alive his own interest, as well as encourage
others to faithful work. May we see onc-half instead of onc-fifth of the gradu-
ates at the next Alumni meeting.
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Just now the Trenchman is everywhere investing in real estate. In two
places at least he is attempting to acquire possession by bombardment. Early
in the seventeenth century the French endeavored to colonize in Madagascar
by planting milirary stations. Thiough the incapacity and tyranny of the
commanders, their people were at continual war with the Malagasy, and not
once or twice the natives exterminated them by wholesale massacre. Of late
the French possessions have consisted of two small islands on the coast, but
now they are forcing a pretended claim to a northern section of the Island.
Qur information from Madagascar comes through French hands, and 1s
scarcely trustworthy.  We know that French ships are shelling sea-port towns,
tLat French troops are pushing into the interior, and that nothing short of the
overthrow of the present government is intended. We know, too, that the
Hovas are brave and capable of strenuous exertion, but not well equipped.
They have, it is true, generals “ Forest and Fever” to put against French
odds, but if France is persistent the result is simply a mstter of time.
The Christians kave already been severely tried, but have borne bravely up,
proving that the spirit of the martyrs still lives among them.  T'rance’s success
means the aestruction, by the Jesuits, of the work of the English mission-
aries, its Protestantism, its excellent school system, its civilization, and of all
that has cost treasure and hundreds of pure lives to build up. Keclung and
Tam-ui in Formosa have been bombarded, and the whole island exposed to
the ravages of war. French supremacy here means French Roman Cathohic-
ism rampant over a christian civilization which is due in no small part 10
Canadian seli’ sacrifice.  If France is brazen to shame it is to be lamented
that other nations permit her very impudence to hide their duty in hindering
her aggress ons  Have not wrongs, trivial compared with these, before now
aroused British anger and been righted by arms?  Would that the interusts
of b2r missionaries and of christianity were as dear to the national heart as
her ansullied honor !

We are glad to sce that steps are being taken toward the establishing of a
Presbytenian Publishing House. Ve have seen the * Prospectus ™ issued by
the provisional board of directors, and feel confident that, if the scheme pro-
posed would only meet with public favor and support, it could not fail to
succeed and become a means of great good to the Church. A great want is
felt tor suitable literature among certain classes in the Church.  Especially
the minds of the young are a0t satisfied with too much dry matter-of-fact
literature, but demand something of 2 more inspirirg chatacter.  The
Methodist Book Room and their excellent Church paper, the Gurardian, ave
doing an imnense service for their Church in circulating books and literature in
every form. There are very few Mcthodist families in which the Guardian 1s not
found. Now, why should not the Presbyterian Church have a similar institu-
tion, with a similar periodical, and thus circulate among our people a suitable
class of Iiterature?  Many feel that something of this sort must be done, if
we are to hold our own in this age of competition. There is no use of hold-
ing on to practices of a bygone age, or trusting to the so-called * genus” of
the Church.  We must recognize the demand of the times in which we live,
and try to meet it as far as possible. This can easily be done by letting go
some old prejudices, especially when no principle of religion or honor 15 -
volved.
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\VE notice that there is a decided increase in the number of theological
students this year. In the third year are jfifteen, in the second year sewenfcen,
and in the first year efghteen. These are purely theological students, and do
not pass under that name, when, as in some other colleges, they are only tak-
ing some single department of theological study along with their literary and
preparatory work. The preparatory classes in the university and special
literary courses are equally large.  This increase of students is very gratifying
in two ways. Tirst it comes as a reward to our painstaking and scholarly pro-
fessors. It is felt that they are doing good and satisfactory work, and that
the public are placing confidence in them. Second, it is peculiarly gratifying
at this point in the history of our country, when our home mission field has
been widely extended through the scttlement of the North-\West Territories.
From all those who know that country and its needs we are receiving earnest
and urgent appeals for help.  More money is wanted ; more mussionaries are
needed. The cream of Canadian youth are to be found there. and they need
to be surrounded with good influcnces and inspired with a strong controlling
power such as christianity, which will keep them in the paths of righteousness.
The country must be leavened with the gospel, and then there will be formed
in those vast territories a strong and noble nation.  In order to do this, young
men of strong heart and brain power, and with high motives in their breast,
must be willing to devote themselves cheerfully and enthusiastically to the
service of Christ among their fellowmen. They may have to forego many of
the pleasures of life, but they will be brought into correspondence with far
higher and more satisfying pleasures.  There are not enough students in our
colleges yet, and every young man, about to choose a profession for life, should
sit down and consider what is his duty with regard to the spiritual needs of
his fellows.

Gontridbnted Axiicics,

THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT IN KNOX COLLEGE.

THeRe was a chord struck at the meeting of the Alumni this year when
reference was made to the missionary spirit which has infused our graduates,
which found vibrations respounsive in many lands.

The graduates of Knox may be deficient in that espriz de corps which ex-
presses itself in wearing parti-colored ribbon around their hats, or in boastful
after-dinner specches, or in large assemblages at the annual gatnerings ; but
they have never shewn themselves luke-warm when laborers were required for
service, cither in the home or foreign field.

The carnest christian workers of Toronto recognize in our students some
of their most cfficient and zealous helpers in jail, prison and hospital work.

The nredv outlying fields in manv parts of Ontario hive been indebted
for 20-p=l ordinances o our Missionary Society, while our Foreign Mission-
aries ave scattered over every continent.  Scarcely a year has passed within
the writer’s recollection that has not witnessed the farewell greetings to some
worker departing for the far west, or more distant cast.  In the early years of
his rcmembrance, Dr. Frazer went off to Formosa, and Hugh McKeller to
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the Indians on the Big Saskatchewan ; Wilkie followed Smith to India, and
Marling banished himself to the coast of Africa.

After this there was a lull in the forsign field for a time, for Manitoba re-
quired all, and more than could be supplied. In response to this call Bard
went to Edmonton, isolating himself from the world in which he had such a
warm interest ; others went to various points more or less remoie, to enable
the church to overtake the great field thrown on its hands by the tremendous
influx of 1881-2. The emigration to that field lessening, has hrought the
foreign field prominently before our graduates again, and last year Builder,
Wright and Jamieson went forth to their respective fields of labor in India,
Trinidad and Formosa, while this year, Gibson goes to Demara, and W. A,
Wilson joins our forces already in India.

At such a record Knox may weli be proud, and with such a spirit animat-
ing past graduates, we may confidently expect enhanced zeal in those at pre-
sent pursuing their studies. ‘The Students’ Missionary Society, as at present
maintained, gives some scope, and in some measure feeds this missionary
spirit, and it 1s amony the most pleasing reminiscences of college life to recall
the evenings spent in listening to the reports of the summer laborers. The
young and enthusiastic had carried all before them, routed their enemies with
dreadful slaughter, and laid waste their strongholds once and forever ; the
older and more experienced, quietly telling of labors donre, and steps taken for
the future welfare of their fields. But it is not to indulge in such reminiscen-
ces that I write, but to briefly lay before the students the system that is in
vogue in the U. P. Hall at Edinburgh, and to point out some advantages it
has in developing mission zeal, and diffusing a knowledge of mission needs,
and to question whether it may not be superior to our own,

At the close of each session the fields for the future year are brought be-
fore the Missionary Society, which cmbraces all the students. It is open to
any student to advocate any field, and the one that gains the most votes is
the one upon which the whole energies of the society are concentrated for that
year. One advocates Africa, another India, and a third Manitoba. The
special advocates of each scheme endeavor to acquaint theme<elves thoronghly
with the wants of the particular scheme they advocate, and they emulously
and lovingly contend for it before the assembled society. By this means the
whole body of students reap the reward of their industry, and before the
course is ended gain a tolerably accurate knowledge of the needy fields of the
church, while the special advocates gain matter which is most ueneficial to
themselves and most useful to the church. It is scarcely necessary to add
that year after year the missionary recruits are largely drawn trom those who
are foremost in pleading for help. But the advantages do not end here.
Some scheme having been chosen, men are drafied to plead for it. Corres-
pondence is at once entered into with the pastors of congregations for per-
mission to plead in their pulpit, and to arrange suitable days, and such per-
mission is rarely refused. The advocates go forth well equipped with facts
and figures, and thu~ a knowledge of the requirements of the needy fields of
the church is spread wherever they plead, and the pleader himself is trained to
present his scheme in such a manner that it will appeal to the people, and
find a ready response in their hearts, and a large one from their pockets.

The advantages accruing from this system, (1) To the special pleader, in
giving him a broader and deeper knowledge of the fields, and in training him
to place those skilfully before his audiences ; (2) to the society at large, in
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giving its members a wider knowledge of missions, and adding zest to its meet-
ings ; (3) to the whole church, in disseminating mission knowledge, and this
continuously ; these advantages, it seems to me, ask, at least, for question
whether this system may not be better than our present one, for arousing
missionary zeal, and diffusing necessary knowledge to enable our people to
respond mtelhgt.mly and liberally to send forth the future graduates of Knox
in increasing numbers to do the work of the Master.

OCroBER 21st, 1884. C. T

CONVERSATION.

Conversation is commerce between minds, and like commerce it has
undergone marvellous developments.

In the remote times when the population of a country was necessarily
sparse and scattered, conversation was extremely confined. The ancient
woodman awoke in the morning; swallowed his plain breakfast with very
limited table-talk ; trudged to the woods or half-cleared fields to go through the
out-door routine ofthc d'xy ; whistled or spoke to his dog; mimicked the wild
hirds that screamed overhead , whiled away lonesome hours with singing or
humming tunes ; dragged himself, when the shadows began to lengthen, to his
rude home with a heavy axe over his shoulders, and fell asleep at sundown.
This was patriarchal simplicity. His knowledge was crude, and his observa-
tion grew dull from the sameness and the solitude of his surroundings. When
these robust ploughmen crossed each other’s ways their welcome was hearty
and sincere, but they had little use for their tongue because their stock of
wleas was very spare. Poetry throws a beauty upon these primitive scenes,
and almost blinds the eye to the facts ; but although they enjoyed p]easurcs
then. these pleasures were very limited and their condition was w ild and un-
favorable.

The world has changed. The infant struggling settlement has enlarged to
a crowded society. Forests have disappeared, leaving only slight stretches of
woodland. Scientific inventions have completely transfcrmed commerce.
The people are busy, utilitarian in sentiment, shrewd, eager in trade and
prolific in organizations, cunningly greedy, sensitive, social. The press
deluges the peaple with infinite information.

What a difference there is between early and modern socicty? The head
of a house is so wrapped up in his business that he never fails to come to
breakfast with a paper in his hands ; he stops eating in order to read aloud a
piece of lateresting news, the cthers around the table speak out what they
think ; the subject branches out, and several kindred points are vigorously
discussed by the junior members of the family. This is social speech. Ideas
are rapidly circulated, scandals become the materials for heartless gossip.
Politics is a favorite theme outside of the parliament, and the harsh nicknames
that are born of discussion are sometimes ingenious, but usually the asylums
of those who are short of argument. The market gabbles. The world is under
the reign of spzech, and the universal hum is audible.

Conversation is an immense force of the age ; it is growing too. Thisis
clearly shown by the gradual reformation in oratory, which is one department
of speech. When the people were primitive, simple, passionate, the most
telling eloquence was almost savage. It fired the intense feelings, it traded
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on prejudices ; it was rounded, figurative, soarirg; it scrupulously omitted
cold calculations with which passion could have no patience; the arms were
swung around, the eyes glared with fire, and the foot stamped to show fury.
These are the chief characteristics of the red Indian oraory—it is pumpous,
vehement, gesticulative. When during the Saxon reign the emissaries of
Rome (who were noble in many senses) travelled through the treacherous
marshes and rough woods of England, they wielded this siyle of speech with
resistless effect. “This mehod was suitable at that stage, but it would be use-
less and very ridiculous to-day. Social tastes have been revolutionized, and
the highest excellence in speaking is very generally admitted to be a chaste
and natural conversation with an audience. It is the very aniipodes of that
stilted, swelling oratory, with its pompous climaxes and formal efforts, and set,
stiff phrases, which was once welcome, but is now distasteful.  When this
ideal is carried out, it will sweep off a world of false passion and ludicrous
bombast and crying cant from platform and pulpit.

But, to return, the question arises : If conversation is a prominent power,,
how shall it be educated ?

It is obvious that the subject must be defined. Tor there is conversation
relative to business as in the counting room and market, she rt, pointed, exact ;
there is conversation of a professional nature, as in the court room, where
lawyers strive for their clients ; inthe colleges, where professors convey their
lessons to shaping minds; in the parliament, where legislators try their mettle
over public measures ; in the pulpit, wnere preachers tell the gospel 5 there is
conversation of a morc strictly sucial nature, e.g.. around the table, in the
drawing roum, during the leisurely stroll. It 1s in regard 1o this last depart-
ment that this essay throws out some thoughts necessarily desultory as the
subject is too large for systematic treatment in so shor. a space.

If we may venture to class the numberless kinds of social conversation, it
would be as follows :

(1) Conversation—a mere social entertainment.

Several persons meet and they know that their interview is to last for a
regular time, and therefore their chief duty is to amuse and please each other.
'lhey shudder at a lengthy silence. If the hours steal and d-ivel away with
laugh and jollity, their ideal is reached. They ignore and overlook any deeper
utility as to the widening of information or as to moral strengthening.  This
is the besetting vice of the parlor. The friends weary of each other too
quickly, and it is a part of the plan to move froni one another in order to vary
the evening.  The result is that some stale observations are passed upon the
weather or a recent marriage, events probably devised by a kindly providence
for colloquial convenience! Commonplaces are uttered with a sober and
serious tone, and the saying process keeps on !

There is a high form of this practice that softers its faults. The swift
repartee, the short story, the respectable pun, the sharp observation, the brisk
criticism, certainly are capital qualitics.  Sheridaa, the orator and statesman,,
shone in this respect. The genial play of versatile wit, the delicate sallies
of humor, the changing tones of voice, the knack of seizing that side
view of a topic which was most likely to engage the attention, the whimsical
pun, the clever timely eulogium, were witchery.  He was the darling of society.
Lord Brougham shared this talent. He could carry along a listener with
happy syllogisms that could not stand the criticism of calmness, but the points
were mustered so rapidly in succession that the ladies and gentlemen around
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him had no chance to stop and criticise; they were captivated, very willingly
too, by the quick play of mind which charmed them, even while it frequently
swindled and misguided then: ; it was an agreeable deception.

There is therefore a scale of merit even in this class : the common, dull
talk at the bottom, and the acute, lively, yet shallow talk at the top. The
mischief, however, is that there is no solid result ; indeed, ti.» very swiftness
with which subjects have been handled may produce a careless and onesided
habit of judgment. And a person dors not need to be a stoic to feel that
this beguiling of the time without any lasting profit is rather an irony on those
who would fecl insulted if it was insinuated that they were not intelligent.

(2) The opposite extreme is occupied by those whose ideal evening is
spent in the parsnit of learning. 11 the fret fault was that of the French, «of
the Lialians, of the Spamards, this fault 15 that of the Puritan, of the Stoic, who
would reduce the world to a religious soberness, without allowing an hour to
pass without incressing in learning and morality. It would be impossible to
realise this ideal.  Picture an evening in which Plato and Aristotle, Galileo
and Newton, Darwin and Tyndall would be vigorously discussed ; when books
-of reference i science and theology should be lying open in the laps ¢ oh how
heavy !

There are several phases of this class that must be noted.  Take the case
of Coleridge ! He possessed magical powers of conversation ; but he was
sullenly silent unless he was allowed to continue without interruption.  He
loved to stretch out his legs, and lean back in the arm-chair, and “ have his
say out.” His cloquence was so rich, and the thoughts which Hashed forth
were so original, that society induiged him in this re.pect.  This is not con-
versation, however ; itis oratory. He lectured.

D¢ Quincey undertakes to defend this style. He says that the inter-
change ot ideas in the strict sense cannot be of any value, because both of
the parties must stand on the same level, and if both are cqual they cannot
improve cach other.  The fall ¢y of this view scems to lic in the conception,
that exact equality of mwd is necessary to proper conversation.  Itis not. A
person, whosc gifts are of a very high order, may suit himsclf to another whose
abilitics are averaze, and yet benefit him.  In the first place, there is the rare
talent of being able to drase others ont. °This is a splendid quality ; for the
majority of people enclose themselves 3 they are reserved.  If the superior
persan learns to open up others, he learns a useful thing.  In the sccond place.
the person of meaner power may yet be noble underaeath, like the pure bronk
running heneath the shelly ice 3 and there is no person who cannot raise his
own mind by sounding the mind of athers.  “This is the sciznce of human
nature. It is possible, therefore, for an exalted intellect to interchange opin:
ions with an inferior, and both reap benefit.

Carlyie rather liked to govern conversation.  He was by birth a czar, and
the circumstances of his life fated him to be a gloomy, sour pessimist, in
whose humor cven there wis a little sarcasm ; and therefore he quictly con-
temned the vast masses of people, and in the parlor he naturally expected W
donaneer ; his opinions were of so much weight, that peaple ougat w0 he
quict when hie opens his mouth.  This, however, is not conversation, 1L 18
lecturing.  Addison, ton, perhaps the noblest, quictest spirit of his time,
* carried no small silver,” 1t is said.  He was in his clement when within a
select circle of congenial spirits, tn wham he spake without any break. It
was a luxury W listen o him. He, however, could not accommodase himsell
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to general talking. He was beyond the vulgar range, and he could nut stoop
toit.

It isa misfortune when intellect proudly scorns the lower people ; it is a
harm to both classes. The upper are narrowed, and the lower are prejudic ed
against culture, which seems to breed conceit. Man should be helpiut o
man ; what is opposed to this simple principle, is opposed, not only to ihe
gospel, but also to the genius of modern science.  Centuries ago, who thought
it right to popularize science, philosophy, culture for the rabble 2 To-day the
person is almost scouted who opposes it.  Astronumy, geology, poctry, his-
tory, politics, sociology, biology, theology, are populanzed. Plato would
almost be shocked if he arose from his grave and found the populace think-
ing! Since conversation is so powerful a medium for conveying knowledge,
the world owes thanks to those who mingle largely in, and at the same time
are tne friendly teachers of society.

(3) The proper idea of social conversation lies between these two
extremcs.

On the one hand, a number of persons should never mect together for a
couple of hours without solid mutual benefit.  There should be utility under-
neath it, or its frivolity ought to sink it.

On the other hand, every element of proper pleasure should lighten the
gathering.  If there 1s not this bright gladness, its grave heaviness will poil it

Is it possible to unite these seemingly contrary clements 2 It is.

An historic case will throw more light than abstract reasoning on this sub-
ject. There are few lottier figures in history, than that of Anscim.  He was
a gigantic thinker, onc of the subtlesi metaphysicians and theologians of the
middle ages. Fle was a born teacher.  And his renown was so brilliant that
thousands of cager swudents flocked to his lessons ; they followed him.  The
love of scholars for master was equalled by the love of 1naster for scholars.
His lectures were conversations.  Their feebler grasp only called forth his
teaching genius.  He gave full play to wit, to anccdote, to grim humor, to
kindly feelings, to poctic insight, and yet he never dared to express a view
that sinned against sound logic, or to propound a theory that was not ground-
cd in philosophy. His was a high spirit !

Another line nature was that of Thomas Moare’s, the colleague of Colet
and Erasmus in introducing classical culture into England.  His was 2 broad
grasp of intcllecat ; there are germs of thought in his “ Utopia ™ which have
been slowly worked out tw usc ; hie was at home in the old classics : he knew
the court.  On the other hand, ke was noted for his urbanity, for his sympa-
thy with working people and paupers.  He wok. perhaps, a keener interest in
the rabbits and pigeons than his children, whosc pets these were.  His was a
sunny, well-rounded nature, and it was his delight 1o break down the theories
of classics « T socinlogy to the apprehension of plainer minds.

The classic exampic of Sacrates might be cited, who was a giant in the
schonl, but whe was alse a man of the people.  Luther, too, was popular
jornd, mirthial, and yet the leader of the P _form cause. [t is a prejudice
when a papular man is concluded to be a superficial man, or a p-raon s
thought to be profound because he is unpopular 3 and it is a danger i cience
speaks only in our colleges with her technical werns, or if higher culture con-
fines her lessons o these who stand high in the seale !

The essay is not blind to the difiicultics of working out this ideal.  In the
first place, some company is too giddy-minded to relish intelicctual culture, and
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the shortness of the time prevents any formal treatment of a theme.  In the
second place, many who are literate do not care to condescend to mix the
higher things of science, or philosophy, or theology, in the lower things of
social talk. In the third place, if moral improvement is aimed at, there will
be a breaking out of cant : everybody will lengthen his face and sermoniz:
and moralize. These arc often difficultics. But these do not imply that we
should notsstrike for a high mark in practical action. Further, look at the
hopeful side ! In an.age when the seas are being investigated, when new
planets are being discovered, when electricity is lighting up the world, when
first-class novels are issued in cheap form, when the pulpit is cducating tie
people in theology, when the questions of woman’s rights, of wars, of franchise,
are openly discussed, it is a shame that conversation should be forced to tall
back on fugitive things in order to keepitself going It is quite casy to lortty
another’s character without cant, without even alluding to cthics or religion
formally ; the spirit of @ man will shine out in his cyes and tones and views.
On the other hand, it is more than possible to temper this soberness with
pleasaniry.  There are thousands of things that are comical. Charades,
readings, music, ealiven an evening.  The warm glow which is always helpfi;
is in place with heavier quatitics.  When Dickens reformed schooi life with a
novel that is humorous and entertaining, it is possible to combine profit and
pleasure in social conversation.  And when this is aimed at in social life, the
church will r¢joice with science, and women shail not need o launch out «f
the home in order te have a noble sphereof action, where too much talent
will be impossible !

THE EDUCATION OF THE MISSION FIELDND.

In Canada students reccive an cducation in the mision ficld as well as in
the college.  Thisis a factor of cducation that is almost unknown ia the
colleges of the Old Country.  There home missions arc somparatively limited ;
here they are widely extended.  Our Provinee of Omario 1s skiried with a
sparscly sctiled country which is necessarily a mission ficld ; and in the North-
West Provinces we have an almost illimitable mission ficld.  “T'o the werk in
these sections of country the studenis usually deem it a duty, and at the sunc
time a privilege, to offer themscives for the summer months.

What are the advantages of this work ?

They arc several.  An acquaintance with the nature and needs of differ-
ent scclions of our coumry is gained - knowledge +f human nawure is
decpened; taste for natural scencry is developed.

Qur age 1s 2 practical age, and sur Church is more and more assuming a
practical chamcter.  The needs of every part of the world are being eon-
sidered. and whenever a suitable oppartunity presents itself of accomplishing
good it is scized upon.  While foreign missions are earcfully considered heme
missians are being diligenly attented 0.

The homemission work which the Canadian studentls cengape in throws
them into a direct line with the spirit and progress of the age ; they are put
into sympathy with the wmissionary fecling of the Church.  In the missionary
socictics of the different colleges the needs of the different ficlds, and the
probabilitics of success arc carcfully considered.  Will it bz wise 10 ke up
any new ground? Will it be wise to cut off some of the old ground?
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Then the students go out t» the different fields, to the limits of the
Provinces. They see the evil effects of a want of gospel ordinances,
how quickly the uncultivated field is overgrown with evil weeds, and
how difficult it is to supply gospel ordinances to sparscly settled districts.
“They realize fully the great lsbors and self-denial of those who devote their
lives to work in rough and undeveloped countries.  In this way, going to dif-
ferent fields in the different vacations, listening to the reports of others with
their tales of successes and difficulties, before their ullege course is finished
they come to have a pretty accurate knowledge of the nature of a large sec-
ton of our home missions. As a result also, they can by their awakened
sympathies appreciate more fully the nature of the work in the rest of the
home mission field. In after years, too, when their counsel is needed with
regard 0 mission work, they are prepared to speak cut of the wisdom of ex-
perience.  Moreoves, we think that this student mission work has somewhat
to do with the fact that more of our graduating students are offering them-
sclves for foreign fields. It comes to be a matter of duty with them to con-
sider where in the wide world they can do most good. Shall I settle down in
a town of two or three thousand nhabitants where there are several Protestant
churches, or shall I go to a heathen city where the name of Christ has never
been heard?  The tendencies of mind and character derived from college
associations are oiten the cluc t0 men’s actions in Iater years.

This missionary work also decpens 2 man’s knowledge of various human
nature. It takes him to different communities where different habits, ideas,
superstitions, weaknessess, ctc., prevail.  In England or Scotland, if you nass
from one county to another you will come across a people greatly different in
dialect and character.  This, it is well known, ar’ses from the fact that the
people move about very little.  In our country there is more movement of
penple 3 but on the whole, different communities assume different characteris-
tics, and among them different idess prevail.  If the place be a railway centre
or a seaport town, then a forcign clement is usually introduced, which gives a
person the advantage of studying various hvmaa natwre while saying at heme.

The student wko offers his services to the missionary socicty 1s sent to
different parts of the ceuntry 3 and it mzy be. in fact it would genrralle be the
case, he would never be able o visit these places i he were compeled to
depend on his private resources. It may be that he is sent 10 the North-
West, and there he sces all the commotion of sefllement and spceniation, when
the insincere and worldly, in thar avidity, venture out of their shells of
Tespectabiiity, and show themselves in all their true colors.  Tike the clectri-
city which breaks up the comprund showing its component parts, or likce the
un«uu‘\ ing glass which makes all the fnmrcs stand out more holdly and
clearly, the mtense stmin of the scilement of a new country usuaily has
Uic cffect of bringing out the hidden nature of man.  The student who is so
fortunaze as 1 bc sent to such a country at such a time has cxeellent appor-
wnitics of observation.  Alsn, he may be sent 10 work ainnng the laborers who
are constructing a railway.  Here he will meet all phases of character: the
stud Englishman, the volatite Frenchman, the phlcgmatic German, the supes-
stitinus Ttalian, the warm-hearied christian, the hardened infidel, the degraded
debauchee, lhc carcless casy-going man of the world and the f'\\\mn" hypo-
write.  He will be reccived by some ; he will he rejected by others. And as
he learns the storics of their troubles his sympathics will be awakened, his
heawe will be calarged.  How are we going to sympathize with the dmnnrd
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and how are we going to speak with force and fecling of intemperance? In
no other way so well as by going down into the gutter, getting acquainted
with the drunkard, learning the story of his life, of his resolutxons and endea-
vours, and fallurcs, and by trying to help him out of his difficulties ; and when
we read the Bible we will do it to find not truth absolute, but truth relative,
truth in its relation to the needs of mankind. Thus the man who goes 1o
the mission field is developed symmetrically, his heart as well as his head is
enlargcd ; and ifhe has a great heart he will find him-elf very firmly anchaored
into christianity.

Furthermore, in the mission field a knowledge of the thoughts and feelings
of the 'lm.d and sick is obtained through thc mtxmale rd-mon with ﬂlLSc
which a missionary is brought into. \Iolhmg in the world will so inspire a
man with a desire for chrisuian virtue as to meet and converse with thase
whose dutics in this world are done, and who are waiting and watching for the
hour which shall call them home, and who can read very clearly, with the cve
of faith, the things of the eternal world ; and one feels that althvugl: they are
in this world they almost belong to the other world

But the greatest advantage of all, perhaps, is the knowledge that is gained
of the burdens, difficultics and trials of the poor, and the sympathics that are
aroused with that greai section of the human race.  When Jahn the Baptist
was in prison, and doubts had overcast his mind as to the Messiahship of
Christ, who seemed to be making very slow progress in the world, he sent
some of his disciples 10 Him to ask if He were 2he Christ.  The answer given
is very significant : “ Go tell him of those things which thou seest are done—
the lame are cured, the sick are healed, the dead are raised, and #4e poor haze
the gospel preached unto them.”  If any one thing more than another was caleu-
lated to convince the judgment of John, and remove his forebodings, it was this,
that the poor, these who had been regarded somewhat as the beasts of burden
in the cconomy of human affairs, and who had been ground under the whips and
scorn and tyranny of the rich and great, should be made the objects of pecu-
liar care and solicitude. The students sent out of our missionary socictics
are almost invariably sent to labor among the poor, those who are struggling
for an cxistence ; and the needs of these pcoplc are vividly branded on thur
minds, and living sympathics for them are awakencd.

Itis 2 preat problcm at the present day, 1o know how to gather into the
fold of Christ, the neglected poor of our citics ; and 1o solve ‘this problem, it
is nccessary to know the difficultics of the poor, their prejudices, and the
swellings of their hearts towards the rich and influential.  To acquire this
kno“lcdx,c it is necessary to mingle with them.

Itis also a difficulty so to preach that your sermons will be adapted to the
capacitics of the most illiterate of your congregations. A knowledge of the
human nature of this class, and therefore a keen sympathy with them, wilt
furnish principles of rhetoric, stronger and clearer than any lectures on Homi:
lctics can give.

ILasuly, we notice the great facilities afforded us as students of natural
scenery in these missions to different parts of the country.

. The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament_sheweth His
handy-work. The carth is full of glory ; it 1s written all over with truth, and
he that runneth may read. .

It may be that the student is sent away north into Muskoka, where are

wide forests with scattered settlements of back-woodsmen and hunters.  The
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country is hilly, and in the hollows are many lakes.  He steps into a canoe and
sails out on one of these lakes. In the clear waters beneath are abundance
of fish. In the woods round about stalk the stately deer, coming down in the
mornings to feed in the grassy bays, and to quench their thirst.  Booming up
from the distance may be heard the cry of theloon ; and feeding among the
water-lilies and reeds, about the shore, and along the banks of approaching
creeks, fringed with cherry and willow and poplar, may be found the duck in
abundance. The feeling steals over one—how liberal is the hand of nature,
and how innacent and peaceful are its creatures.  ‘The idea of purity comes.
into the mind from the deep clear waters underncath, and from the pure bright
sky above. What painter can represent with his brush the matchless beauty
of the heavens ?  Ii stands before him as a gh ideal, after which he may
strive, but cannot reach. The student of nature is permitted to louk apon
this masterpiece of art, more beautiful and sublime than that which any
human hand has ever produced.

You step out of your canoe and pass into the depths of the forest, along a
pathway indicated by *“blazed trees” The track is frequently blocked up
with trees, and often you are compelled to clamber up the rocky sides of a
steep hill.  The loncliness is intense, and one would be inclined to think that
the only characteristic of a journey in the woods would be dreariness.  But,
on the contrary, there are many deep joys in the solitude of the forest.  The
mind is left 1o meditation, and the surroundings furnish subjects on which to
meditate.  Now and then, as you pass along, a partridge whirs out of the dense
underwood by your side. Now and then through intervening trces your cye
catches a glimpse of a sib ery expanse of water.  Your track leads you down
into a valiey, and suddenly you come upon a stream.  Round about you are
gnawed stumps of trees.  The trunks are lying athwart the running water, and
are filled in and covered over with brush and clay, and the water is wrned
back. Tt is a beaver dam, and the path leads over its broken and shaky sur-
face.  Your thoughts turn back 1o the ages of the past, when those woods
around you were alive with wiid animals, and you think of the wonderful in-
telligence some of them possessed, how they formed colonies, and how they
scemed almost 1o have a rude civilization. Yau cross overand pass along the hue
of “blazed trees.”  Wearied with your walking, you cmerge out of the woods
and sit down on some loncly hill-tap, where the trees have been blown down
with the wind, and the berry bushes have grown up in their stead.  The
genial sun bathes you ina warm and kind atmosphere.  Underneath your
feet is a rich carpet of grass that has sprung up.  Right betore you he the
woods out of which you have come. It is autumn, and they arc cloihed in
yellow and orange and purple, in rich and glowing colors.  The soft breeze
is gently playing around you. You find yowself in nawure’s mansion, more
gorgeous and beautiful than the sumpluous palaces of the rich and great ; and
you wonder at the lavish gifts of nature.  Your heart is touched with a sense
of the love of God.

Loathe to leave such a spot, you rise up and pass on into the forest again.
A gentle accompaniment to your steps is furni hed. at one time by the whish-
ing of the lcaves overhead, and at another by the susurrus of the pine trees.
Soon you hear the tinkling of a bell, and the ring of the wondsman's axe.
Then the clear ficlds appear, and you cimerge at a settlement—your destination.
. Having finishcd your duties at this place, you pass on to the next station,
into the woods again. This time the upper air is in 2 commotion, the trees
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are bending and dipping their heads like the tossing waves of the ocean.
The giant branches of the sturdy oak are twisting and writhing in the strong,
impetuous, unwearied breeze. The broken limbs are falling round about.
‘Quickly and silently the fecling steals over one,—what is man ; how great is
this world ; how powerful are the forces of nature, with their hidden springs
of action—the mind tries to grapple infinite strength, and comes away with
a fecling of sublimity.

On again, until you strike the road of the lumbermen. This leads you
down to the bank of a river, over which you cross or a floating bridge. = A
litile way up the stream, where it bends out of sight, is a clear spot. The
lumbermen t:l you ti.at there was the home of a Jesuit missionary, who had
labored long ago among the Indians. Immediately your mind is carried back
in sympathy to the age in which those devoted men had lived. You wonder
at their unselfishness, and reprove yourself fur your own selfishness.  And so
to him, whose eyes are open, all things are tull of lessons : lakes, streams,
forests, winds, clouds, sunshine, waves, storms, everything. And he whe
studies nature much, soon earns to love it, and would gladly say with Words-
worth :

** And oh ye fountains, mecadows, hiils and groves,
Think not of any severing of our loves !
Yet in my heart of hearts I feel your might ;
I only have relinquished one delight,
To live beneath your more habitual sway.”
W. L. H. Rowaxn.

Missionavy Julclligencs,

GORE BAY AND VICINITY,

Tue Manitoulin Islands are part of the limestione formation which tra-
verses owr Province from Niagara northward.  The main island, which s
entitled 1o be called the Grand Manit s, is ab ut cighty miles in length,
and from ten to twenty in width.  The coast is rocky and precipitous, and the
surlace rough and rugged.  High ranges of limestone traverse the island,
making its settlement and development in some respects rather difficelt. . But
wherever workable suil is found, 1t i generally of a good quality, and yiclds
abundant reaurns to the settler. The fires which in recent years have swepm
over the island have destroyed vast quantides of valuable timber, which wou.d
have been a sovrce of wealth 1o the settter. These lires have also done great
injury to the soil. in burning off the surface loam, and leaving the bare rock,
or hard clay bouwtom. This clay subwil is rather difficult to work, and requires
a few years' exposure o sun and frost hefore it becomes naturalized.

It is computed that abouat onc-third of the surface is arable land, one-third
rock, and onc-third under water.  Lut the numcrou, litie lakes, which are
scaltered over the island, are by no means waste.  They abound in fish ; and
in dry scasons are the principal water supplics on the island both for man and
beast.  Living springs are rarcly met with, and in many cases water cannot
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be obtained even by boring through the rock. These lakes also form one of the
most pleasing parts of Manitoulin scenery. Sume of them are c¢xceedingly
pretty.

But notwithstanding the rocky character of the island, 1 is rapidly opening
up. Through the iiberal grants ‘of money made by the Government, good
roads are being constructed between the principal points. The settlers
have really none of the hardships to endure which the carly setilers in other
parts of the Province had to go through.

On the island are several thriving villages, all of which have a more or
less interesting history. The largest of these is Maniwwaning, very beauti-
fully situated on Manitowaning Bay, and which, to a visitor approaching on
the boat, presents a very imposing appearance. Leaving Mauitowaning, and
proceeding along the north shore, the next place of xmportance is Lattle Cur
rent. ‘This is the principal port on the island.  All the vessels trading to the
Sault Ste. Marie call there.  Proceeding still westward along the north shore,
you reach the enterprising little village of Gore Bay. of which. and its sur-
roundings, we purpose giving a brief account, especially as regards mission-
ary labor and prospects.

The village is situated on a pretty little bay of the same name. Perhaps
to some of the readers of the MONTHLY its existence will barely be known,
and, indeed, this is not much to be wondered at, since it is of quite recent ongm
Eight or nine years ago there were only three or four houses, or, rather, log
huts perched on the surrounding heights ; and the place where the village
now stands was a morass. 1’0 one visiting the place with its present appear-
ance, such a description would hardly be credible. Instead of beholding a
swamp and a few log huts, he would sce a comfortable and busy little village
of about two hundred inhabitanis, in which almost every variety of business is
carried on, even to the printing of a newspaper.  The inhabitants are energetic
and thrifty, and have evidently come with the determination 10 succeed. In
style and culture Gore Bay will compare favorably with many of the villages
in the older and wealthier parts of the Province ; and indeed is far in advance
of most of them.

It is also coming into notice as a resort for tourists. Last summer quite
a large number spent part of their time at least there. It has much to atract
the attention of the pleasure-sceker, and of those secking recrcation and rest
from the worry of business. Besides sharing with the rest ot the sland i a
very healthy and invigorating climate, it also possesses atractions of 1ts own.
The bay, for example, is beawmiful ; the surrounding scenery is rather p.cuur-
esque ; first-class accommodation can be obtained ; and excailent roavs ex-
tend several wiles out of the village, furnishing a highway for evening drniving,
and horscback exereise, both of which are popular modes of diversion.  The
surrounding country is keeping pace with the village. It is reported to be one
of the best farming districts on the island ; and, “judging from the excellent
crops of last season, and from the comfurtable circumstances i which many
of the farmers are found, this statement may be regarded as correct. How-
ever, it must be borne in mind, that owing to the rocky characier of the sur-
face a very large farming district cannot be found in any one place.  These
vocky ranges break the country up, and separate the scttlemnents, though not
so much so as to exclude all intercourse between them.

Another very interesting aspect of the placc is its character in relation to
wmissionary work. It is encouraging to be able to say that in this department
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of labor there is nothing to discourage or cause apprehension to the faithfut
worker. In the first place, the country is well opened up ; the roads, as we
have already mentioned, are, comparatively speaking, good, so that the mis-
sionary may drive with a horse and buggy to most of the principal points, and
can easily reach any of them on horseback. In the second place, the people
as a rule, are kind and hospitable, and ever ready to extend a hearty welcome
to the missionary. Besides, as a rule, they have 2 very great respect for reli-
gion, and are very casily approached on that subject. In this latter point,
Gore Bay differs materially from many others of the neglected fields of our
Province, where the people have become cold and indifferent, and very often
view the missionary rather as an intruder than a benefactor. Moreover, this
moral and religi-wus tone is not confined to any one class of the community,
but pervades all the denominations. So much is this the case, that it would
be considered an insult to pass by any of them without cailing.

Another very interesting feature of the 1sland society is the great diversity
of opinion which exists on religious matfers, and which cannot fail to influence
the missionary more or less in his work. Here he will meet with almost every
form of religious thought, from Paganism up to Presbyterianism. But this
existing diversity of opinion does not invalidate the statement already made
regarding the peace and harmony which prevail among the several denomi-
nations.

In the Gore Bay station there are three organized congregations : Presby-
terian, Methodist. and Church of England. The Presbyterian is considerably
the strongest, and numbers about twenty-five families. The congregation has
a neat and commodious church built, capable of seating over two hundred,
and entirely free of debt. This church building is a standing credit to the zeal
and energy of the Presbyterians of Gore Bay. The Methodists, having no
church of their own, use the Presbyterian. It seemsrather hard that our peo-
ple receive services only for four months in the year, while the Methodists
have regular services during the whole year, and that in the Presbyterian
Church.

The next station in importance is Kagawong, a very small village on
Mutch Bay. The steamboats call regularly, and do a considerable trade.
Trere is quite a large mission field in connection with this station. About
six miles out there is a very fine scttlement of sixteen or eighteen families liv-
ing in a cluster, and twelve of them are Presbyterian. These people receive
very little attention, except from the student missionary during his short stay
of four months, and then it is only a week night service. They are very
anxious to have an ordained missionary, and promised to support as liberally
as they could. Although placing them in the Kagawong station, yet they are
almost too far away to attend service in the village. At Kagawong a very
handsome church was built last summer. It is ¢ “led a Methodist church,
because its oripinator, Mr. Henrv—who was lost on the ill-fated “Asia”—
contributed $500 toward its erection, and desired it to be called Methodist,
but to be, at the same time, open to any Protestant denomination. These
are the terms upon which the church is built; and so much confidence have
the people in each other that they all with one mind helped to forward the
work, and all alike teel proud of the church. These facts may serve to show
the unanimity, the good will, and religious impulse, which prevail in the com-
munity, and whick, it is to be hoped, may long continue.

Whether in this district the Presbyterians will ever be able to keep a mis-
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sionary for themselves, is a question which time only will answer. Tt will
depend largely on the resources of the island, and also, in no small degree,
on the market which may in future be opened for the products of the land.
At present there is no market of any account. This is owing to the isciated
position of the island. The people have no means of communication with
the rest of the Province, except by the lines of boats which trade from
Collingwood and Owen Sound to the Sault Ste. Marie. These lines charge
very high rates, and, moreover, their trade lasts little more than six months of
the year. For the remainder of the year there are no means of communica-
tion with the maia land, except by travelling over the ice to the north shore.
If the C. P. R. would extablish a station at some point along that shore, there
would be an opening made, and eventually a ready market would be found for
the produce. Until thisis done much enterprise cannot e expected among
the settlers.  This view of the case will answer the question as to the pros-
pect of the mission becoming selfsustaining. Until some such opening is
made, and a market established, there is nothing to encourage the settlers to
develop the resources of the island, and things must remain pretity much as
they are. At present it would be too much to ask them to support an
ordained missionary. It must be remembered that although some, who have
been in for seven or eight years, are quite comfortable. still the bulk of the:
settlers are only beginning, and struggling with the difficulties incidental to-
pioneer life. However, there is not the least doubt that an energetic man—
—one possessed of the true missionary spirit, and able to sympathize with the
needs of the people—would be liberally supported, and that $500 could be
raised within a district not disproportionably large. The congregation at
Gore Bay alone offered $300 toward the salary of the Rev. Hugh McKay,
who has left his name and labors indelibly impressed upon the hearts of the
people.  The amount of work gone through, the hardships endured, and the
indefatigable zeal which characterized his efforts, are almost incredible.  When
Mr. McKay came to the island the greater part of it was a wilderness—at
least the Gore Bay district. His line of travel lay through miles of bush land,
over “slashings” caused by the fire, round lakes, and through swamps, so
that it becomes a wonder how he accomplished his work at all. There i1s no
doubt that the respect for religioa which characterizes the majority of the
settlers, is owing not a little to Mr. McKay’s self-denying labor among them.
But all this has changed Even though it is only a few years since
Mr. McKay labored there, yet such is the progress made, that the missionary
can now drive with his buggy to the principal points, and there is no place
which he cannot reach on horseback.

A missionary going to labor there for a few years wouid have a pleasant
time, and would undoubtedly be the means of doing much good. He would
meet with a kind-hearted and intelligent people, who would do cverything rea-
sonable to enccurage him in his work. Many of them have come from impor-
1ant centres of the front, and were brought up under some of our best minis-
ters.  Such feel the want of religious service much more than others, who were
not so favored. Since Mr. McKay left, they have applied to the Presbytery
for another ordained missionary. The Presbytery has taken the matter into
consideration, but as yei have not secured a suitable man.  Perhaps one rea-
son why men cannot be found to take up this field of labor is, because so iittle
is known about it. It is lonked upon as an out-of the-way place, where there
would be nothing but hard work without any returns. But this is a great
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mistake. The peuple sociably are all that can be desired. The country,
comparatively speaking, is well opened up ; and although there will be plenty
of hard work, yet there will be recompense connected with it.  And, mure
over, the work will nut be any harder, nor indeed so hard, as that which mis.
sionaries going to the North-West will have to endure for a few years, at any
rate. The greatest inconvenience is the isolated state of the islund after navi-
gation closes. But even then there is a mail received once a week.

It is really a pity that this ficld is left fur eight months of the year without
any Presbyterian service. At Goure Bay they have a neat aud commodious
church, and entirely free from debt. Within this church assembles as stylish
and intelligent a congregation as will be found in most of our wealthicr coun
try charges. Here would be the headquarters of a missionary sent to the
western part of the island. The eastern section have the Rev. Mr. Rodgers
as their ordained missivnary, with his headquarters at Manitowaning. At
present Mr. Rodgers has the superintendency of the whole island.

These are some points in favor of Gore Bay as a desirable field of labor.
But while the bright side has been dwelt upon it must not be forgotten that
there is a dark side also. The mi:sionary will meet with almost every phuse
-of infidelity and scepticism, as wel! as having to deal with the common vices of
the day. Besides, he will have to be prepared to defend himself against those
who profess to be believers in the inspired word, but who twist it to suit their
own 1deas, such as Disciples, lymouth Brethren, ete.  But this will only serve
as a stimulus to renewed activity and earnestness.

But taking all together, Gore Bay will be found ts compare favorably
with any other place in puint of morality, and as a mission field it ought to
receive the careful consideration of any who desire to spend a few years in
missionary work. The excecdingly healthy climate, the intelligent character
of the people, and the desire they manifest for religious privileges are strun?
arguments in favour of Gore Bay as a profitable field of labor.

MISSIONS IN MADAGASCAR.

In area Madagascar is nearly four times the size of Englana and Wales.
About one third of the whole is rolling moor-like country, standing up 3coo
fect above the surrounding plains.  This clevated cenual portion formed the
whole island during the sceond geologial per.od, the hot malasial plains being
then under water.  Though called “the great African island ™ it is African
only by position.  Its true relationship appears to be with a host of islanids
which once dotted the Indian Ocean.  This is apparent from the Asiatic and
Malayan affinitics of the inhabitanis and fauna, as well as from the physical
conditions of the ocean bed.

The population, which numbers about the same as that of our Dominion,
though divided into tribes has a language substantially one.

It would he unfair to class the Malagasy as barbarous. They are not can-
nibal.  Their ribal instincts are strong.  They are loyal, law-obeying, and
live in communities under a scttled government. If you visit a Malagasy
you will find him hospitable, a firm friend, kind to his children and aged
father, yet you will discover that he is nut very industrious, that he is drunken
aund polygamous, and relentlessly cruel when offended.
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Unlike India, Madagascar has not a complete idolatrous system. Chris-
tianity, however, found one in process of development. Its growth is inter-
esting. It was born of fetichsm which attributed supernatural power to
various worthless objects worn upon the person.  Soon one of these charms
was demanded to protect the family. It soon acquired in their eyes person-
alty, and the father became priest to it as an idol. Then, as society was
evolviny along the patriarchal line, the tribe was regarded as simply the fanuly
enlarged, and soon had its idol with the chief as priest. Lastly, by certain
kings, representing themselves as fathers of the nation, thirteen famous cnarms
or idols were set up to protect the country and the sovereign. <'he idol was
never clothed with any other attribute but power—power to protect, to awe,
to kill.

Along with this outgrowth of fetichism we find witchcraft, divination, and
the tangena ordeal. This latter was a test of guilt or innocence by drinking
a poisonous emetic broth. By it thousands of the people were destroyed
every year. Sacrifice is offered in the worship of ancestors, and the rite of
circumcision, strange to say, is observed at intervals. These are the decaying
remains of the ancient worship of the true God. This is made plainer when
we state that the name, if not the notion, of God as “ The Fragrant One,”
and “ The Creator,” are in common use among the Malagasy. The former
title, “* The Fragrant One,” probably arises from the burning of incense.
Besides in proverb and adage they have preserved a considerable amount of
knowlcdge, though now very dim, concerning the character of God. These
speak of God as the ‘ Protector of the Helpless,” ¢ Avenger of Ewvil,”
“Rewarder of Good,” and * Judge of Mankind.” Yet so vague was the
uruth expressed in these titles that it was without effect in the lives of the
people.  The ancient purer worship seems gradually to have been overlaid by
fetichism, witcheraft, and divination.

Misstons—

I. Roman Catholicism made several early attempts in missionary work,
but without success. After Pro estants had op.ned the fields th- Jesuits
flocked in, not to do aggressive work against heathenism, but to proselytize.
They find among the Malagasy, a people by custom superstitious, a2 congenial
soil for their practices.

I1. The history of Protestant missions in Madagascar may be given under
three heads: Its Plauting, its Persccution, and its Progress.

(1.) Jts Planting—1818-183s.

The way was prepared by Radama, chief of the Hovas. Careless of the
honors of chicftainship he aspired to ke king of the whole island. The
English lent him aid as a compensation for the abolition of the slave trade.
This Peter the Great of the Malagasy prized English intelligence and morality
hizher than her arms and military skill.  He desired that his people shouid
be instructed in these.  While this door stood open the spirit of missions was
breathing upon the dead bones of christian enterprise at home, and soon the
Church Missionary Society set apart men for this work. Messrs. Jones and
Bevan with their wives and children were the first to reach the coast. This
was in 1838,  Ignorant of the country they delayed on the malarial plains.
Death soon cut off all but Mr. Jones, who now remained like the tree that
stands mournfully alone withered and blackened after the forest fire. After
recruiting he proceeded to the capital on the healthy high lands, where he
was received in high favor by Radama, who encouraged all his plans.
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Mr. Jones did not aim so much at preaching the gospel as soon as possible,
as at bringing into play a machinery which should work wider and more per-
manently. He desired to teach the Malagasy to read and to supply them
with the Bible in their own tongue. So anxious was he to organize a scho- 1
system that before he had reduced the native language to written form he
began by teaching three pupils in English. Education soon became popular.
A school was opened in the royal palace for the officers of the army and their
wives to the number of three hundred. Mr. Jones® work soon changed from
teaching to the training of teachers for the multiplying schools. In four years
the first school and its three scholars had grown to twenty four with 2,000, and
in four years more to thirty-two with 4,000 in attendance. Each of thece
pupils again was a teacher in his home, so that on every hand the people were
learning to read. The New Testament was in the hands of these pupils, and
being mentally active they soon manifested a deep interest in the facts of
revelation, and at the same time began to treat lightly the national religion.
The arrival of a printing press was a boon, for hitherto only manuscript had
been used, and it was impossible t> multiply copies to meet the pressing
demand. When public worship was begun the attendance was poor. This
probably led the missionarics to trust more to the schools for success.

Such was the beginning. How easy and full of promise, compared with
that made in China, where, for long years the missionaries hung desparingly
about the shores, or in Erromanga, where they purchased an entrance by
yielding up their lives.

The morning had been bright, but now the lowering clouds began to
gather. Radama died. One of his wives secured the throne by the murder
of Radama’s relatives. Ranavalona was a despotic, superstitious woman, and
the very epitome of her people in cruelty. Addressing theidols at her corona-
tion, she said, I have received you from my ancestors, I put my trust in you,
now defend me.” The treaty with England was iscontinued ; the schools
were limited, and it was filt that the work of the miss.on might be storped at
any time. This probably would have been dune at once, had not the French,
who had been trying to win territory in Madagascar since the end of the
seventeenth century, again assumed a threatening attitude, When the qucen
saw the French fleet riding in the harbor of Tamatave, she thought of Eng-
land’s help, and to court favor the missionaries were allowed, for the time, full
liberty in their work.

Just then the mission began to assume a most hopeful character. The
New Testament was being read on every hand, and enquiry was earnest.
The first congregation wasdivided into several. Twenty-eight publicly reject
ed idolatry by receiving christian baptism. Some of the royal family made
profession of faith in Christ. By the close of 1834 the roll of native chris-
tians numbered nearly 200. The people were being aroused, not only in the
capital but also in distant villages, whither readers with the New Testament
had wandered. The field was rich in promise.

This very success excited the alarm of the queen, and of the heathen
party with whom she stoud identified. Her opposition aros. chiefly from the
association of loyalty with idolatry. To cease to worship the idols was to
cease to honor hcr, for her throne and person were defended by them.
Besides, she was maliciously told, and affected to believe, that the christians
had left the worship of her ancestors for that of the English kings, and were
thus plotting the overthrow of her government, in order to establish English
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rule. Being exceedingly despotic, her fiercest passions were arvused against
the converts and missionaries. The permission to join the christians was at
once recalled in the case of the soldiers and those in the government schools,
and soon from all the people. Public accusations were brought against the
christians, of despising the idols and the national religion. Had it not been
that the artisan members of the mission were of evident advantage to the
country, the whole staff would have then been sent away. Once the natives
had acquired some skill, the queen resolved to temporize no longer. An im-
mense national assembly of 150,000 persons was cal.ed. Amid military pomp
and display the christian practises were denounced. Forbidding the disre-
spect of the idols, divination, etc.,, the queen said, “I detest these things, I
tell you plainly they shall not be done in my country.”

Those who were guilty of praying were required to confess within one
wezk.  If they refused, death was pronounced against them. And it was
rumored that horrible cruelties awaited them if they did confess.

Among the Malagasy all emotion is unrestrained, and now the mission-
aries saw with astonishment the mighty power of the forces they had been in-
strumental in bringing into play. Alarm and anxicty seized the great mass of
the people, for there were few homes in a1nd around the capital, one of whouse
members did not fall under the accusation.

Under such a trial, some few who had been with the christians left them,
but the great majority freely acknowledged their faith.

At the expiration of the time the queen’s message to the assembled people
was, “I would have dealt with you, so that you would never have done evil
again, had not the entreaties of the people prevented e, dut your lives alone
will be sufficient next time” About goo officers were reduced in rank, and
2,000 others fined. The mission was now virtually at an end. The mission-
aries dare not preach, and even to visit the christians was to bring accusaw.un
against them. But one great work of translation and printing was not yet
accomplishec, that of the Old Testament. To this the missioaaries now gave
their whole attention, and by distributing it secretly to the converts, conferred
on them the greatest boon in their power. This done, and all remonstrance
with the government having failed, four of the missionaries departed in June,
1835. Two of their number remained a year longer to issue the Pilgrim’s
Progress, and a Malagasy dictionary. At the end of this time permission to
print was sternly refused, and the two sorrowfully followed their brethren,
leaving the young mission, with the word of God in the midst of the wild
tempest. Its planting was now at an end, and its persecution had fairly
commenced.

(2) fts Persecution—1835—1861.

Tor twenty-six years the christians remained under sentence of death.
The soldiers at fortnightly parade were commanded to arrest all found pray-
ing. Yet, during the whole of this period the christians met for prayer, and
mutual comfort and counsel. Late on Saturday night they gathered for wor-
ship in secluded villages, on mountain tops, in caves, and rice holes, parting
again before sunrise on sabbath morning.  .\lthough the government measures
were never relaxed, yet persecution was not carried on with equal severity dur-
ing the whole quarter century. We <hall notice four periods of special trial.

The first of these periods was between 1836-38. This was the com-
mencement of real persecution. It began with the accusation of Rafaravavy.
This woman was sold into slavery, was twice condemned to death, but escaped,
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was hunted like a wild beast for months, and after a series of wonderful deli-
verances escaped with five of her companions to England.  Rasalama was the
next to be accused. She freely confessed. After being beaten till her
reason had well-nigh fled she was brought out to the place of exccution. As
she kneeled in prayer the spears of the executioners were buried in her body.
Rafaralahy, a young man of twenty-three, when accused said, “I am here, I
have done it.  Let the queen do as ste pleases with me.” He was led out
and died a3 did Rasalama twelve months before.  About this time 200
christians were irredeemably enslaved.  Many of these died from ill-usage.

The inability to extort the names of their companions from those arrested,
and the escape of several, enraged the persecutors.  The queen, supposing
that the christians were defended by some charm, gave orders to bind hand and
foot any whom they might find, to dig a pit on the spot, hurl them head fore-
most into it, and pour boiling water on them till they ceased to live.

The bitterness of persecution drove many from the city to the swampsand
mountains.  Although the missionaries had never gone beyond the suburbs,
yet these fugitives found shelter with christian residents at great distances from
the capital.

The seond time of special trial was in 1830. Some seven fugitives who
had been coicealed for two years were now joined by mine more.  Mr. Griffiths,
a former missionary, now a trader, planned for their escape.  In travelling to
the coast the y were betrayed and captured.  Eleven were at once condemned
to death.  Two of these escaped. The other ning, too weak to walk, were
borne on poles to the place of execution, and there, amid a vast multitude
called for the occasion, died in simple faith like those who had gone before.
Stiortly thereafter two natives who had gone as missionaries to a distant tribe
were captured and put to death.  Three more without a title of proof were
exccuted for nailing up a text of scripture.

The stormy, because of its very fury, seems to have spent itself the more
quickly, for now follows a period of comparative calm.  This rest was in some
measure duc also to the favor of the prince royal and his cousin, who, if not
christians themselves, were humane enough to pity their sufferings.

We may here remark that a profound dmpression in favor of the belicl of
the persecuted was bising made on the native mind.  Their lives were blame-
less, and cveryone felt that the innocent were suffering. All were awed by
the fearlessness with which they met death.  Besides the rule of the sovereign
was uppressive in the extreme on the people at large, who were thus drawa
towards the christians by their common woces.

Though the severest penalties were still threatened, a native preacher, whom
they aptly named * Fearless, gathercd congregations and revived the spirits
of the disciples.  They were astonishied by the accessions from the heathea.
The branch had been pruned, and it brought forth wore fruit.

This period of rest was, however, but a fitful gleam of sunshine. The
clouds blackened, and the storm came on again ficreer than ever.

This third period is called The Great Persecution of 1829.

The great numuer making profession of christianity was certainly the
cause ¢f this outburst. The Queen, in justifying her conduct, said, ** Had 1
nnt ordered the followers of the new religion to accuse themselves they would
ovcrturn the country, and all the people would follow them.”

The persecution commenced by the dastruction of the places of worship.
A week later the christians were ordered to accuse themselves at appointed
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places. At some of these the judges ceased to receive confessions lest all the
people should profess themselves christians.

On the day appointed to execute the sentences, all the accused were
marched out, the preachers, teachers, readers, and private christians. in separate
divisions. It was truly a spectacle to behold there between 2,000 and 3,000
men and women standing firm in Lheir convictions of the truth against a
government that knew no climax in its cruelty. But the most affecting sight
was the little band of ninercen who were that day by their death to witness a
good confession.

The Queen read the sentence: 1,700 Were to be fiaed, 117 were to be
enslaved, 1035 were to be flogged, “our nobles were to be burned, and fifteen
were to be hurled over a high precipice near the city.  Awmid the booming or
cannon and the beating of ‘drums the four were bound to the st'ﬂ\g, and dlcd
amid a slow fire several times quenched by rain. - Slowly the remaining fifteen
were taken along the public roads through the agitated, deeply affected crowds
to the Tarpeia Rock of Madagascar, singing as they went,

¢ Grant us, Saviour, royal blessings
Now that to our home we go.”

From the top of that rock they were hutled down on a mass of broken granite
boulders one hundred and fifty fect below.

To b continied.

Tovrespoudence.,

GreETINGS, Mr. Editor, at the begianing of a new session.  Returning to
college again we are led 10 think of how much we are privileged to erjoy
within its walls, and with the increasing wealth of the colicge we hail with
pleasure itsincreasing advantages.  We lonk forwazd, too, with a kindly jealous
cye, on the prob’\bxl\ucs of the future, and the new ndwm'\-'cq 10 be bestowed
on students of coming years. A logical inference is that we have not all we
need to make us thoroughly contented.  Brt our sceming discortent, we hold,
depends upon areal want.  There is surely no questioning the value of the
knowledge of the Oriental languages. especially to those whose life-long work
is to be bnsul on the undcrsnnduw and handiing of the iving word of God.
The idiomatic force, the careful ang accurate wording, and the mcu]zarl) sharp
distinctions in mcaning, often not possible of notice in an Euglish version,
are very necessary to those who are “rightly to divide * and strongly to de-
fend the word of God. It mav be said that the English will be sufiiient for
all practical purposes. But the same argument might be urged against the
qucstion of an cducated ministry.  We take it for granted that that question is
scitled in the aflirmative, and what is now asked for is the best possible cdu-
cation, specially in the departments which are specially connected with his
life work.

Now, it is quite safe to say that snme of the students who graduate from
our collcg,c do so without having a sufficieat Fnowleduc of Hebrew to trans-
latc 2 moderately casy verse in the simplest part of the Old Testament.  Have
they themsclves to blame ?

We will not contend that they are altogether blamceless in the matter, that
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it would not have been otherwise if they had been very anxious, if they had at
all realized the importance of a knowledge of the Hebrew, and the close con-
nection it has with their future work. But it seems evid.nt to us that it has
been a question with many, not as to its intrinsic value, but as to its value as
<compared with other studies, the pursuing of which would at the special tume
be more pleasant and proiicable.  This, it would appear, is the reason why so
few, comparatively speaking, take advantage of a full course (and a smattenng
is of liule use) in Oriental languages, in their University course.

And it may be added that the time necessury to a thorough study of He.
brew is very great, greater indeed than is required for any other subject, in
proportion to its value. It may scem as if we were retreating from our views
as to its great value.  But it must be left to cach one, we think, to determine
its comparative value.  Only a limited amount can be learnt, and what is best
and most casy is naturally sought after first.

It is well known, too, that Hebrew is not compulsory.  French and Ger-
man, which arc taught in all our High Schools, and a grounding in which
generally obtained by entrants on a University course, may be and are more
likely to be continued than that Hcbrew, a new subject, be entered upum.
Greek is compulsory to the great majority, and a thorough grounding, olitain-
ed in 2 High-school, and two ycars’ study after entering the University, 1s de-
mandcd in this department, so that a Theological student has a fair knowledge
ofit. But Hcbrew, not being compulsory, is ignored, the impressicn gaming
ground with some that enough can be acqu'red in the fust vear of a Theoio-
gical course to assure a fair examination on Hebrew Exegesis at the close of
college.  And the cxamination is not on Hebrew grammar generally, or paru-
cularly, so much as on the rclations and meanings of the words in a prescnbied
passage. A fair examination, there is no doubt, can be passed by a diligent
usc of the mechanical memory.  Buwi although a diploma may be sccured m
this way, an intelligent knowledge of Excgetics, and a possibility of future
tesearch in the subject, are both missed

What then is the remedy ?  One has said, * substitute the Hcbresw for the
Latin taught in our own college.” Thuse v-ho have looked into Theoio;ucal
~works will sec the absurdity of such a substitutien. It is very unsatisfactory
when, having come in the course of wur reading to a passage in Latin (with
no translation appended), to be compelled to lose the connection and the -
creased explanation which our knowledge of Latua would have given us. But
this remedy could only possibly apply 10 a class which we hope is graduaily
dceereasing, and  which, indecd, consti.utes but a small part of the average
“Theologicat class.

It has again been said, “make onc year of Hebrew compulsory.”™ That
would, at best, but obviate the difficulty slightly, and the request would, 132
schsc, be unreasonable.  If taken in the first year the greater part \muld be
forgotten in the thize succeedang years.  If taken in the fourth year it wouid
oTcup.y time that is very valuable, more valuable probably than the acquare:
ment of the Hebrew.,  And that bcmq tie fact, the least possible time wouid
be cxpended on it, and a smattering aionc obnmcd

The mest apparent remedy is to teach it in our owa college Is it not
belter to teach it in close conncction with kindred subjects, than as a single
subject for reference in the far future, dry cnough to any but natural lingussts
Smcnl stress is 1aid upon the teaching of it in nmr‘y all other colleges, and in
strict conmcction with the Theological department, not at all taking up the
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time belonging to any class in that department, but as a preparation for the
better understanding of Hebrew Exegetics. DBut we suppose that our sug-
gested remedy is either not seen to be necessary, the want net being known
on account of excellent memory power, or else it cannot be applied in the
present state of the college.  Probably greater needs hide this one and atiract
attention from it.

But here we leave the question, hoping that there will not always be silence
and want of agitation in the matter.

Yours truly,
J. HaMiLToN.

To the Editor of the Knox College Monthly -

Dear Sik—Among no class of those interested in our colleze was more
delight felt and expressed at the thoroughly praciical nature of thc opening
lecture, delivered by Principal Caven, than among the students.  The brief,
yet characteristically clear manner in which the wants of the institution were
touched upon, voiced perfectly their somewhat imperfect ideas upon this
question.

One of the wants specially touched upon was that experienced in the
<ollege library. 1 do not presume, Mr. Zditor, to go over any ground so
ably traversed in the lecture referred o, but rather, following in the line ndi-
cated therein, desire to ask attention to a Lprcial want felt in each department
in the library.

‘The manner in which the nucleus of the collection which now constitutes
the library was formed, I may be permitted again to state: It was chicfly by
donations from the private librarics of friends of the college.  Not only was
this the mode of the inception of the library, but it has been to a large degree
the modec of its growth.

These donations, so kindly and liberally made, were chiefly from those who
=cre themscelves interested in theological study and rescarch.  Consequently
the majority of the works donated were theological in their character.  Of
this class, therefore, the great bulk of the library is composed.

Now, while no one would deny that a library in a ‘heslogical scminary
should partake larzely of this character, yet it is equally true that theve should
also be a fair representation of secular literature. A college training docs not
cansist <imply in the acquirement of a number of hard and dry facts, to be
2fterwards brought up from the varicus novks and crannies of the mind, in
which they have been stored, 1o be utilized in every-day after lite.

1 alen, and chicfly, consists in a broad and liberal cultivation of the mind
—it is a training schonl for the mind, not simply for the wemory.

Such being the case, what is more fitted to give this tmining than a study
of the works of the great masters in letters, where mind meets a greater nund
describing the phases of cvery-day life? Were the works of the leading
writers in cach age of English literature in our hibrary, and thus made acces-
sible 10 our students, there would be fostered in cach, by their perusal, that
broad. liberal, yet humble, spirit, so characteristic of a thoroughly cultured man.

But here nur library is defective. Few of the standard works in literature
are 1o be found upon its shelves, and most of those found there arc inferior
<npics.

In the department of natural science, thrcugh the kindness of onc fram
whom the college has received many practical proofs of a hiving interest in
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its welfare, the beginning has been made of a collection of the many valuable
works recently issued.  Yet in this department, which approaches so closely
to that of theology, there are many standard works not to be found upon our
skelves.

Again, in the department of mental science, while the old schools are
fairly well represented, the works of many of the men of the new scheols of
thought are not in our library.

I have already, Mr. Editor, trespassed upon your space more largely than
I intended, yet it would be possible to go round each of the departments, and

find in each one or other of the deficiencies indicated—cither a total

absence of standard works, or an absence of the more modern works in each.
T.

®uyr ‘Eollege Zeiicy.

Kxox CorLeGE, Toronto, Oct. 30, 1884.

Alv pEAR GrapDE: When I promised you, as we were parting last
spring, that I would write you regularly this year concerning the doings 1 and
about the college, 1 had no idea that my letters would need to travel so far
to find you as it scems they will have to do.  But I know you well enough to
fecl sure, that though you are far away from us now, your thoughts often turn
to the old cellege halls, and to the familiar forms and faces that you parted
from there just seven months age. 1 know that, like Goldsmith, you have
‘* dragged at each remove 2 lengthening chain,” and that you still feel bound
to us as strongly as when you were a student here.

But these rather sclf-complacent remarks are not telling you anything of
college news; and of course you want my letters to be newsy, first of all.
So here goes for a faithful account of the happenings during the past month

Wednesday, the first of October, was the day of the formal opening of the
college. A large and fashionable audience, as the newspapers say, gathered
in Convocation Hall, at 3 o'clock, to kear Principal Caven's opening lecture.
The subject was, “ The Requirements of our Cellege.” I do not need to tell
vou that there was no exaggeration in the Doctor’s statement of what these
requitements are. . To our prejudiced cyes it almost scemed as though he
crred rather on the side of over-modesty in his requests.  With buth Old and
New Testament literature in the hands of one professor; with the two great
deparuments of Apologetics and Church History piled on the shoulders of
another; with mercly a lectureship for three months in the year in Homiletics
and Pastora! Theology; with a comparatively meagre library, with none of
thosc special courses of lectures from celebrated men which the American
scminarics enjoy, our pesition surcly justifies us i mising a preuty ioud and
carnest cry. It is a poor satisfaction to say that we are as well cquipped as
any of the other colleges in our Church,  If this is the casce so wuch the
worse for the Church.  There is a genuine consoletion, though, in this fac,
that there are not wanting signs of the times which seem to point to a better
order of things in the not very distant future.  So “we live in hope.

Almost immediately after the lecture was over and the gathering had dis-

persed, the Alumai Association met in the Convocation Hall, their president,
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Dr. Laing, in the chair. Now, I know you are picturing to yourself the
benches of Convocation Hall well filled with the tnoughtful yet cheery faces
of the graduates of Knox, who have come together to renew their old associ-
ations, and consult for the best interests of their Alma Mater.  But this pleas-
ing picture must be dispelled, and you must imagine, if you can, a little group
gathered on a few front benches, not enough in number to dispel the echo in
the hall.  For our Alumni (alas ! that I should have to say it) do not scem to
regard their college as a benign mother, to whose welcoming arms they are
glad to return when opportuaity occurs, but rather as a mill into which they
were once thrown as the raw material, freshmen, and ultimately ground out as
the refined and cultured graduate. Once they have got through the mill, of
course they have nothing more to do with it; and towards it, they cherish no
feeling of gratitude or regard. \Vhat a grand time for reunion with old class-
mates, for taiking over old college days, and comparing notes on the life work,
for offering and deliberating on suggestions for the improvement of the
college, for refreshing and stimulating one another by free social intercourse,
these Alumni meetings might be made, if they were only properly appreciated
and taken hold of.

Do not imagine, however, that we did not have a good time because there
were rot as many of the graduates in attendance as there should have been.
The meeting in the afternoon, 10 be sure, was of rather a dry and business-
like nature. Its proceedings consisted in paying the annual fee and electing
the following ofticers : President, Rev. A. Wilson ; vice-president, Pev. R. N.
Grant ; secretary, Mr. R. C. Tibb ; treasurer, Rev. G, E. Freeman ; executive
committee, Rev. Messts. Boyd, McKay, Burns, Irezzell, Davidson, and
Messts. Jno. McKay and Jaffary. But after the business meeting came the
Alumni supper, and after the supper came the time-honored * feast and flow.”
As for the supper, I only nced to say that Mr<. Fullerton had charge of the
arrangements, and you will know at once that it was as great a success, gastro-
nomically, as could be desired.  bat if the bill of fare had consisted of noth-
ing but *“hard tack,” the speeches that followed would have helped materi-
ally to get it down ; for they were alt - ertainly far from being dry, while some
of them were really spicy. Two subjects were discussed ; first, that of
Scholarships, and sccond, Ve suppors of our Collcge in reiativn fo the other
Colleges of the Church.  Where all the specches were gond, it would be invidi
dious for inc to particularise to any great extent.  Two of the mnst humorous
addresscs, orc on cach subject, were by two gentlemen of the same name.
The <ubject of the support of the eolleges, very properly, received most atten-
tion. Speaking for myself, and in counfidence to you. (for I wouldntiike youto
mention that 1 said this) it scemed to me that, i this discussion, there was a
little too much of the spirit of “cvery man for himself, arJ"—you know the
rest.  So I was glad that, before we closed, we were reminded by one whase
words always have weight, that “there is a higher atmospere than that of
strife, & purer and more screne, and nearer Heaven.”  On the whole. though,
I am sure the discussion would arcuse interest and do much good.

On Thursday, the second, came the allotmient of romms.  So many appli-
cations had been received, that, before the turn of the firstyear literary and
University men camage, the roon's were all taken uj, and these had to go out-
side.  We have fifty students in Theotogy alone, this year—more than at any
other time in the bistory of the college.  The next demand will be for more
toom. ‘They do say that there is a prospect of the college being bought up
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and removed, on account of its spoiling Spadina Avenue. If this is <one, it
will doubtless be built on a larger scale next time. It is to be hoped that, at
the same time, the arrangement of the rooms will be changed somewhat, and
that more ground will be secured for purposes of football, and the other
recreations so necessary to health and enjoyment.

That reminds me that football scems to be suffering the inevitable reaction
after the *“ boom ” of last year. There is lots of goud material still, but the
withdrawal of several of the old members from the team seems to have damp-
cned the spirits of the club to some extent. Then, of course, the want of a
suitable ground for practice is a great drawback. At a meeting held early in
the month, the club decided not .o enter the Central Association, but to use
their influence towards the formation of an Inter-Collegiate Association. One
match has been played—with the University—-and it resulted in a decided
victory for the ‘Varsitys.

Qur Glee Club has begun practice with quite a lsrge number of new mem-
bers, and promises to be up to its accustomed standard of excellence ; thuugh,
as usual, we have rather too many bass voices in proportion to the tenors.
Qur popular leader, Mr. Collins, is again at his post. It is contemplated that
a number of concerts shall be given, perhaps three this term, and three next,
in some of the neighboring towns, in order to improve the financial position
of the club. The towns that will probably be taken in this term, are George-
town, Brampton and Weston.

You will be glad to hear that we have secured the services of Mr. Neff, of
Philadelphia, as our teacher in Elocution for this session. This gentleman
has been connected with the Philadelphia School of Oratory, and is highly
spoken of by all who have attended the classes of that institution. And, ia-
deed, Mr. Neff’s enthusiasm, and the unselfish ardor with which he devotes
himself to his work, are most inspiring. Almost any afternoon this montb, if
you had paid us a visit, you would have ieard the college halls rescund with
the sighs and groans of aspiring young orators, all anxious to acquire “the
abdominal movement.”

The Reading Room is to be fuller this year than it has ever been before.
The Literary Socicty has received permission from the Senate to use the
amount fortaerly spent for society pnizes, for the benefit of the Reading Room.
This will cnable us to secure a number of valuable periodicals which we have
hitherto been unable to obtain, owing to lack of funds. Besides this, our old
and wied friend, Mr. Mortimer Clarke, has laid us under renewed obligations
by presenting us with a number of reviews and papers.

In other respects the Society scems hkely to do good work this year. Our
meelings, so far, have been well attended ; the debates have been lively and
interesting. The first Public cvines off on November 7th.  The editors of
that somewhat soporific magazine, the MoNTHLY, have had several meetings,
I believe, and scem anxivus to make it more popular and practical than it has
hitherto been.  The result of their first month’s labor will appear about the
first of November.

But I must not spin this out any longer, or you will think Iam giving you
more than you bargained for.

With warmest regards to Mrs. Gradde, I remain, your friend,

Rev. Jokn Gradde, A. LoFar.
T#e Marse,
Frocul,



