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SOME REFLECTIONS OX PUBLIC AFFAIRS,

W cannot study the history of God’s providential
government of mankind, without having the conclu-
sion forced upon us, that the Supreme ruler, not only
holds each individual responsible for his own acts,
and deals with him accordingly as a moral being, but
that he also regards men collectively, as they are
grouped together, hy his own ordinance, into families,
societies and nations, and deals with them thus group-
ed, as if they constituted one responsible body.

This general Jaw of individual and collective ac-
countability and retribution comprehends a chain of
securities for the preservation both of privaie and pub-
hc vmue To piety is annexed peace of conscience
and many other personal advantages; to wickedness
is annexed remorse and many other personal evils.
To the proper observance of domestic discipline and
religion is usually annexed the blessing of an enlight-
encd and pious ofispring, and thatsweet harmeny and
aﬂ'ecuon which extracts from the relations of consan-
guinity their greatest happiness; on the other hand
the neglect of domestic discipline and religion entails
’ the curseof a disobedient and ungodly offspring, and
that Strife and bitterness within the fawily circle,
which isa sure and immediate punishment for the ne-
glect of parental duty. The law whose operation is
thus felt in families extends throughout the whole so-
cml fabric, and regulates its well-being; foras com-
munities and empires, revere and obey the King of

kings, as they are guided by the inmutable princi.
plesof rectitude, as they are enlightened, temperate,
studious of truth, obedient to law, desirous of the
public weal, emulous of moral pre-eminence, they
are crowncd with prosperity and happiness: while the
reverse in national character will universally bring
thereversein national fortune, Nay, it may be assert-
ed that this law of the divine government pervadesthe
whole congeries of nations of which the human fami-
1y is composed, and that, resulting from it, the sum to-
tz1 of happiness or misery to be found ou earth is al-
ways proportioned to the virtue or vice with which
the moral beings that dwell upon it are chargeable,
This law of moral retribution which has respect to
man, not only as an individual, but as a social being,
is specially adapted to human relations, and is de~
signed as an enforcement of human duties. it is fram-
ed for the express object of promoting the happiness
of the whole, by promoting the excellence of each in-
dividual member. Were each individual viewed as
isulated and solitary, there could be no such thing as
domestic or political virtue, for this grows out of the
domestic zad political relation. God hasset mankind
in families, and united them into states and kingdoms,
togive scope to the social affections; and it is impossi-
sible for any man to separate himself from these con-
nections, or fail in the duties resulting from them,
without incurring guilt, and endangering, not merely.
his own, but the public well-being. What reascnand
revelation teach concerning these duties we are in



some measure moved to by certain instinctive affec-
tions inthe human bosom. The fonduess with which
parents regard their children, and children their pa.
Tents, is a powerful security for the periormance of
parental aud filial oblizations. While attachment
to ones native land, a deep and durable sentiment
m the best natures, is a stiong guaranty for the
due regard of our civil obligations; and as the direct
goud or ewil, resulting from fidelity or negligence in
these instances of duty, makes anurgent appeal to our
hopes and fears, obedience is enforced from selfish
considerations in the absence of purer motives.

‘We have prefaced the reflections we propose now
to offer on some of the causes that have led 1o the pre-
sent disorders in our social state, with these general
views of an important Jaw inthe moral government of
God, because we believe, they may be traced, when
properly investigated, toa disregard of that law, Our
political disturbances have arisen from the neglect of
our political dulies, An examination of the evi] must
precede reformation, and on reformativn alone can
we build the secuse hope of future tranguillity.

Atthe outset ofthis examination we inay discover in
the unreasonable dissatisfaction that has long existed
amang us, onc element of our national guilt, and one
cause, and :hat not atrivialone, of the evils that have
aflited us. This discontent which has prevailed
long and widely did not arise from any deficiency in
the necessaries or comforts of life. Abundant har-
vests crowned the labors of the husbandman ; he
found a ready and profitable market for whatever he
brought to it; no encroachment was made, either by
lawfutl or unlawiul power, on his rightful possessions;
there was no infringement of his personal or civil li-
berty ; and, without pretending to say that public af-
fairs have been managed exactly asthey ought, we
do nothesitate to afficm that those best acquainted with
the world, would find it diflicult to point outa spot
where persons of the same class as the bulk of our
population, had so much for which to be thankful,
and so little for which to complain. Canada enjoys
the benefit, (if benefit it te o us,) of a representative
goveromentin which the suffrage isnearly universal;
over all internal affairs the local legislature has com-
plete controul ; our taxation, not worthy of the
name, is all expended on internal improvement ;
the parent state has not only boru the charge of all our
defences, but has rendered her expenditure on these
a source of prosperity to the colony; as a portion of
the empire we enjoy several commercial advantages
beneficial both 1o the agriculiural and trading portions
ofthe community. Notwithstanding all this, however,
dissatisfaction has, in no small degree, prevailed, and
jufused gallinio the bounuful cup that a gracious
providence had elsesweetly mixed forus. Inquiring
jnto the cause of this, we think it may be traced main-
Jy tothe exorbitant and malign influence that a certain
class of palitical writers and partizans exerted over
the public mind. These were most industrious in
ferreting out every insiance of mismanagement ip
public affai:;, and in bolding them up with every spe-
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cies of exaggeration to kindle public indignation.
The same tale was repeated year after year, in every
possible form to irritaie and inflame. Journals de-
voted to this object, obtained, it is well known, for
many years, the widest circulation in the province,
and were at once the index of popular discontent and
its cause. Party spirit, at least on the disorganizing
side, was exasperated to rabid virulence, un.il boast-
ing of general suppon, the malecoutents formed the
audacious desigb of subverting the constitution under
which we live. Signally defeated in this flagitious
project which they considered ripe and hopeful,a few
of the principal conspirators, to escape the punish-
ment due to their crimes, sought refuge within the
contiguous republic, and by the same mendacious and
exaggerated descriptions of official corruption which
they disseminated here, they succeecded in rendering
many in that country favorableto their designs. Itis
this foreign swell that continues to dash upon our
shores, though our internal waters have long ago sub-
sided into calm. We have alluded to these events
not with the view of merely repeatinga historical fact,
but with the view of exposing a national sin. For it
is criminal in any people to patronize unprincipled
and factious writers— writers who have no regard to
wruth, whose whole eflorts are directed to villify the
institutions of the country, and to create disaffection
tois government. One who speaks lies will general-
1y be despised and shuuned; and yet one who daily
writes them with a little tact and cleverness, will of-
ten attain popularity instead of arousing detestation.
It hasbeen so among us; and the poison of misrepre-
sentation once absorbed, came at length to unsettle and
discompose, even those who were able to detect it.
Lies were read without disapprobation of the liar;
treason was witnessed without abhorrence of the trait-
or; religion too was blasphemed without exciting
condemnation of the blasphemer, and thus the subtle
venom imbibed, wrought its baneful effects onnot a
few, perverting their moral principles, undermining
their loyalty, and preparing them for those deeds of
violence and blood by which revolutions are usually
achieved.

From this view of popular discontent and its cause
among ourselves let us next examine some of its ef-
fects without, and we may perhaps discover that we
are not a little culpable for these also. ‘The last few
weeks has disclosed evidence 100 palpable to be de-
nied, that multitudes in the neighboring republic had
been persuaded to ook upon this country as an easy
and legitimate prey. For several years we have pre-
sented ourselves to them a spectacle of division.
A party that once seemed to comprehend a majority
of the colonists, collected a catalogue of grievances,
thattothose not informed of the true state of the case,
would he thought to justify almost any measures.
Some of the leaders of this parly proceeded to organ-
ize insurrection, withtheavowed design of subverting
the government by force of arms, and of remodelling
the whole fabric of our constitation. In several dis-
tricis these revolutionary schemes were numerously
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supported, and the most insidious arts were practised
to make it appear that the great body of the people
were disposed to a separation from the parentstate.
‘The malecontents held extensive correspondence with
their friends in the United Swates; their newspapers
were widely circulated there, and an impression
seems very generally to have been made, that the
Canadians were an enslaved and oppressed people,
struggling for deliverance from British tyranny,
and determived to destroy it. It cannot be doubted
thatour own loud complaints, set forthin their darkest
colouring by a revolutionary press, that obtained too
much countenance among us, have actually awaken-
ed a pretty general belief in the United States that the
Canadiansare a people panting afier republican in-
stituions and on the eve of fourding them on the
debris of the monarchical of which they have grown
tired. Such being the case, it is scarcely more than
what might be expected, that the Anglo-Americans
south of the St. Lawrence, should look with favor on
an insurrection that promised to revolutionize this
country after their own favorite mode!; that some of
them would be inclined to assist it from their love of
political theory, and some from that speculating pur-
suit of gain which forms so prominent a feature in
their character. The grievances under which we
were reported to be suffering, awakened the sympathy
of some, and the party divisions existing among us
indicating weakness, stimulated the rapacity of others.
To these causes we may fairly ascribe that banding
of multitudes on their frontier for the invasion of our
territory, or in their own Janguage, * to assist the op-
pressed Canadians toobtain their freedom.” For this
state of things many among ourselves are not a little
to blame. Inso fcras we have given way to unfound-
ed complaint, and have been guilty of leading foreign-
ers into error respecting our political condition, we
have done wrong to the interests and iustitutions of
ourcountry. Ifin time past by word or action, we
have led any one to imagine that we were dissausfied
with the constitulion of our country, for their sakes
and our own, let us now, by word and action, do away
the delusion—let the simultaneous expression of our
regard for it aud our rallying for its defence, demon-
strate that we want no foreign aid to work its over-
throw. It ispleasingto reficct that since these trou-
bles have arisen, this testimony has been very unequi-
vocally borne. There may be some perhaps, who in
the secrecies of their heart, favor revolutionary pro-
jects; but the public voice has expressed itself upani-
mously agaiust all intermeddling of strangers in our
affairs. We havedeclared our own competence to ma-
nagethem; our powerto vindicate our own rights; onr
determination to repel every invasion of lawless men.
The severe, but just lessons, that have been given on
these points will, it may be hoped, efiectually con-
vince them, that in this land they have no chance of
snccess, and that their lawless aggression will only
bring ruin on themselves. It is our sacred duty to
use every means {o prevent and repel these attacks.
We have called on the magistrates of the republic to
restrain their citizens; to secure for us thatneutrality
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for which by national treatics they are engaged; we
have justly represented that the government of the
United States must be held accountable for the acts ot
its citizens ; hut il these negotiations to prevent vio-
lence be ineflectuni, we must be prepared to repel it
by force, and the blood shed will be on the heads of
those who should have restrained their own citizens,
whether by force or law. It will not be denied that
our forbearance has been great ; that the mercy of our
governors has trinmphed over the justice of the law;
and that even the soldier in his wrath hes been com-
passionate. But wisdom and justice, and the public
well-being must prescribe hanus to forbearance.
Whatever be the expense of sufiering to the aggres-
sor, our people must be delivered fromthese continual
alarras, and constant exposure to the fatigues of mili-
tia duty : our frontier towns must besecured from the
torch of the incendiary ; vur patriotic citizens must
be protected from the stratagems of the assassin; and
whatever be the price, invasion must be repelled and
our wonted peace and securty established. The part
that we have to aci—the duty that we have to fulfil is
clear as noon day. God, who has bestowed on us out
home and country, has made 1t our duty to protect
and defend then.

But it is incumbent on us as Christian Britons not
only to defend our country but to maintain its consti-
tution and vindicate the supremacy of its laws. No
intetligent mind can ever be at a loss for argumentsto
enforce this duty. Constituiional law is that which
binds together the fabric of society. Itcannot be sub-
verted without inducing anarchy. Whatever be its
particular torm and fundamental elements, the wise
and goud in every land are wont to rally around their
constitution, to guard it inviolate from such as are
given toncedless change. Itis a new doctrine in po-
litical science, and as yet received only by the disci-
ples of anarchy, that the constitutions of nations, may
be renewed, repaired, overthrown at any time by the
mere suffrage of the majority. Were this principle
once admitied, there could be nothing sure, nothing
stable, nothing permanent, in any nation under hea-
ven; government would veer about with the caprices
of the multitude; revotutions would be as common as
elections; the party raised 1o power would never feel
restrained by any principles superior to its own will,
and whatever was right in their own eyes that they
would do. Happily for the peace of the world these
notions ave repudiated by enlightened men in every
land. In all copstitutional governinents there are
fundamental principles which cannot be changed
without acknowiedged injustice, and the subversion
of social order. Even in a tepublic, were it possible
to find a majority in favor of despotism, that majority
could not establish it without injustice, without a
positive invasion of tae rights of the minority and
of the coming generations, whose inalienable birth-
right would thereby he wrested from them. Let usil-
lustrate this principle with a reference to our own in-
stitutions, as it may serve toplace the defence of-them

on the ground of justice and conccience. We assert



4

then, that were it possible to find a majority ameng us
inclined to subver: our constitutional government, the
attempt would be criminet on any other ground than
that its provisions were incompatible with essential
justice, and contrary to the end for which all govern-
ment isinstituted, But if life and property besecure,
il righteous laws be impartially administercd, if the
grounds for whigh civil government 1s instituted be
fally secured, such a constitution onght not to be
changed at the beck of a majority, in the face of the
Protestationsof their fellow-subjects opposed to them.
For as a people we are united under certain constitu-
tional principles; we owe allegiance to certan con.
stitutional rulers; we are pledged to support a com-
mon form of civil pality ; our feelings, our habils, our
associations are all moulded into a contormity with
aur civil inslitutions, and any fundamental change in
them, wanld be doing violence to our best feclings,
to say nothing of any more material injury we might
sustain. Besides in every established society person-
al and corporate rights are acquired, that revolution
always tends to unsettle and destroy. ¥lence to sub-
vert constitutional law is treason, the highest crime
known tothelaw. It will not justify the actthata
majority b2 in favor of the change. Were a majority
of partners in any copartnership to resolve that they
would disregard the conditions on which it hac been
formed, and deny the other partners their stipulated
rights, aothing could juotify their unprincipled con.
duct. Now our constitutional charter embodies the
principles on which we are united in the social com.
pact; the very fact of our seuling in the country that
has adopted it, must be held as our pledge that we
have agreed to submit to its conditions, and to defend
them as the bulwark of justice and order. Should it
ever happen that we come tothink them imperfect and
capable of amendment, that must be done in the man-
ner prescribed, and in conformity with the rightsand
interests of all concerned. But should any one, or
any number, converted to some new pulitical theory,
deem our form of government fundamentally wrong
as measured with their new theoretical opinions, then
the proper steps for such to pursue, is to separate
themselves in peace from the community, to abstain
from every proceeding that might disturb others con-
tentedly reposing under their own vine and fig-tree,
and to seek in some other land for institutions more
agreeable to their wishes. Should such unbappily
adopt another course, should they atterapt to carry out
their theoretical views by promoting fundamental
chauges in the civil institutions of the land, shnuld
they league with such as are not unwilling to employ
forceand toshed blood in the attainment of their object,
it must be clear {rom the principles above Jaid down,
thatthey are guilty of sin as disregarding the autho-
rity of God, that they are guilly of treason in at-
tempting to subvert established government, and that
they render themselves justly obnoxious to the punish-
ment of this sin, and that crime.

It will not be considered as any valid objection to
the principles we have now advanced that they are
equally applicableto any constitutional form of govern-
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ment, however different it may be in its structure (rom
ours. These principles are as well fitted to guide
the republican whom fortune may have placed under
a monarchy as the monarchist who may have found
a home within a republic. They constitute that spi-
rit of conservatism which is the proper antagonist of
anarchy wherever it may arise, which like Satan
on the fiery flood, is always struggling to lft up its
monstrous head from the waves of ignorance and
wickedness that deluge the world. They are in per-
tect conformity with those nobte principles of political
duty which come to us with the stamp of divineautho-
rity:—*“Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powrs. For their is no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever there-
fore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of
God: and they that resist shallreceive tothemselves
damnation. Forrulersarenot aterrorto good works,
but to the evil, Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have
praise of the same: for he is the minister of God to
thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be
afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain : for he
is the minister of God, a revenger ta execufe wrath
upon himghat doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience”
sake. Far, for this cause pay yet ribute also: for
they are God's ministers, attending ccutinually upoa
this very thing. Render theefore to all their dues;
tribute to whom tribute #s due ; custom to whom cus-
tom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom honour.”
Rom. 18, 1—7. In these words the supreme
raler rebukes the spirit of insubordination to consti-
uted authority so characteristical of the age, and
jnculcates the duty of supporting legitmate govern-
ment, of defending it againstthe lawless, of upholding
it for the good it conters and the evil it preveuts, of
submitting to those imperfections incidental to all
human things rather than hazard the subversion
of established order in the pursuit of merely conceiv-
able excellence. If the house be suited to the wants
of its inhabitants let it alone. You may put yourself
to the inconvenience and expense of pulling it down
and building another, and after all discover that you
have gained nothing by the change.

If these observations have any weight to induce us
to mzintain the constitution of the country and vindi-
cate the supremacy of its laws, on the supposition that
from views of self-interest or theoretical excellence
a majority were disposed to subvert them, how much
more forcible will be their application if it shouldap-
pear, that the great mass of the people ave averse to
fundamental change, that they deliberately prefer our
paternal connections and institutions, and are honor-
ably ambitious of rearing up and perpetuating on
this continent, a political fabric that shall rival the ex-
cellence of the far-tamed model on which it is framed.
Thata pop.ular attachment to our constitution, and to
our connection with the British empire remains in
vigour, notwithstanding the mcans that have been
long and insidiously plied to root itout, is a fact that
the events of the last cighteen months most amply con-
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firm. 'There kas been indeed a general wish to set
the house in better order, but no wish to pull it down.
‘Phere has beena wish to carry out more fully the
principles of the constitution as adapted to a colonial
dependency of the empire, but none to employ a Bea-
thamite to fuse it in his crucible, and bring it out re-
cast in some new form. We are much mistaken if
the events of the last few months have not laid bare
some deplorable imperfections in democratic institu-
tions, which, when no trial was in the way, hadlain
concealed. Wehaye seen whata perilous thing self-
government is, amongst a people misled by their in-
terests and their passions. We have seen with what
facility they can set their own laws and magistrates
at defiance, and with what facility the magistrates
themselves combine with the multitude in their law-
Jessness. 'We have seen how insccure life and
property are in the contiguous republic,shouldthe self-
foverning majotity beinclined to invade them. And
when we, desirous of their good, as well as our own,
turned anxiously in expectation of the interference of
their supreme magistrate, to restrain the agaressionsof
their lawless citizens on our territory, we looked in
vain, and received only confessious of his impotence to
restrain the people by any other mecans than public
opinion, which, in good truth, is nomeansat all when
the people choose to be in the wrong. These facts do
not recommend the principle of self-government as
adequatce to secure either internal order,or internation-
al justice. Had such banditti collected within Canada,
to invade or commit piratical aggressions on citizens
of the United States, a country so nearly related tc us
by blood and language, and treaties of amity and ccm-
merce, and had our civil or military authorities been
apprized of their wicked designs, we verilybelieve the
shore would have beenstrewed with their dead, and
those that escaped the bayonet would scarcely have es.
caped the gibbet. Law and justice would havearisen in
their might to avenge those that set them at defiance,
and to convince the world that with us national honor
and national treaties are sacred things, and that we
regard no sacrifice too great to sustain and defend
then. It hasuot heen so, however, in the United
Srates.  The feeling that actuate us on questions of
national honor and honesty, do not secem to prevail
there. We have witnessed the impotence of Exec-
wtive power under this boasted self government, and
have sorely suffered by it. It has permitted our country
10 be ravaged, and filled with constant alarm fromthe
incursions of pirates and marapders—with such bands
asare known onlyon the outskirts of the civilizedworld.
It has created an enormous drain on the treasury of
the empire. It has made some parents childless, and
some wives widows, and has spilt upon the ground
blood that must yet be accounted for~—Thank God,
the peculiar nature of cur government preserves
us from the pernicious influence of misguided
popular opinion bent on lawless designs. Amongst
us popular caprice cannot supersede the laws—
cannot evade the demands of justice. In this land
we are not governed by public opinion, but by rulers,
fo whom the administration of thelaw is commilted;

and whatever deference may be paid to the collective
voice of the pcople vonstitutionally expressed, law
and right can never be sacrificed to the clamor and
vivlence of 2 mob. The armof the civil ruler among
us is always sufficiently strung to enforce obedience.
These are excellencies in our form of government
which shou!d strengthen our determination to uphold
it. Laws framed in equity, and dispensed witha
teniperate justice, are the bulwarks of our liberty.
This is our inheritance. Let us guard jt well, and
transmit it as our best legacy to our children.

But whatever may be the excellencies of our civil
coustitution, our annals furnish melancholy evidence
how much its beneficial workings may be retarded,
by the coutentionsand animosities nf party. We have
already glanced at two of the results of these—the
late insurrection, and the present unsettled state of
the community. But they had given birth to incal-
culable evils long before this catastrophe was dream-
ed of. It is impossible to review the history of our
provincial legislature for the last ten years, without
mourning over the extent to which the demon of dis-
cord presided in its assemblies. Buciness wasretarded
in every pussible way by the leaders of party ; their
harangues were rarely fited for aught else, but to
mislead and inflame the public mind; many measures of
manifest wtility weresacrificed for low party ends, and
the religious instruction and education of the people,
two of the most sacred objects to which the Christian
leislator can give his atteation,were yearly brought up
for augry discussion, and the secularities connected
with them were continually employed by party as
themes to awaken discontent and bilterness among
those whose highest interests were involved in the
determination of the agitated questions. It often hap-
penedthatthe opposing squadronsin thisarena were so
nicely balanced as wholly to neutralize each qther,
and the people had the mortification to see questions
most deeply affecting both their temporal and spiritual
well-beir., aot only kept unsettled, but used as the oc-
casion of stirring up increasing exaccrbation of spirit
in all interested in them. Nor was this the only
cvil. Such scenes in the colonial assemblies,
conveyed the impression to the parent state, and other
countries, that the people of Upper Canada (for we
have no reference at all in these observations to the
lower Province,) were factious and dissatisfied,
The influx of capital and cmigration was thereby di-
minished ; the fostering care of the Imperial govern.
ment was mare sparingly extended; a degree of
mutual alienativn was engendered ; and an evident
blight fellon the prospects of the colony. Were it
necessary to enter on the investigation, we might
trace the discordant spirit prevailing among us, and
to which we mainly attribute these evils, to varicus
causes. It might be traced to the local government
and its officers, who, acting too much for their
own advantage, or under royal instructions, (perhaps
in some cases suggested by themselves) not wisely
adapted to the condition of the colony, arrayed a large
mass of the people, and their representatives in the as.
sembly, againstthe government ; this gave rise toan
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opposition which systematically endeavored to frus-
trate every measure that the government was desirous
of carrying. On the other hand the assewblymen par-
took ol the muliifarious character ofiheir constituents;
many of them were poorly qualified for the business
of legislation ; unable to judge for themsclves oun the
great questions brought befere them, they genevally
fell into the train of some party leader, whose opinions
and spirit they reflecied on their constituents, as they
returned aunually [rom their legistative duties. With-
out fixed principles, they sought, by referring their
acts to popular sutirage, to draw from this variable
and uncertain source an illegitimate support ; and
thus their opinions, even on questions that Iay within
their reach, were unsettled and variable.  Their per-
plexity became the more evident and embarrassing,
whenever it was attempted to legislate on principles
opposed to thosc embadied in the British constitution,
as was the case in referenceto the law of primogeni-
ture, in the various atiempts o generalize the clective
franchise, and above all in the measuresthat have been
repeatedly pursued by assemblymen especting the pub-
lic mainainance of religion. Had the principles of our
constitution been deeined sacred and inviolahle, such
questions would not have been brought into discus-
sion., Our legislation would have been eonfined with

inthe limits of the constitution, aud regulated by the
practice of the paren: state.  The collective wisdom
of ages would then haveserved as a guide, aund pre-
vented our raw statesinen from losing their way in a
labyrinth of unsettled opinions in political science—
often very dangerous when attempted to be car-
ried out in practical legislation, cven by those
most profoundly skilled in the art of government.
Ttis not difficult to conjecture what would have been
the fate of Canada, long ere thisday, had not the kigh-
er branches of the legislature reived in the popular
branch. If we areto indulge any hope thatthese evils
shall not again occur, it must be founded on a deeper
veneration of our constitution inthe body ofthe people,
and especially among those who represent thetn jn the
legislature; its fundamental principles must be csieem-
ed an authority to which all, of every degree, will
cheerfully submit; its walls and bulwarks must not be
assailed ; it must be defended in the citadal of the peo-
ple’slove, and hauded down to pusterity as the charter
of their freedom; whatever modifications it may under-
go toadaptitto a new condition of society, itsspirit, its
‘essential form, its parental image, must be preserved
immutable. Throughoutthe changes and expansions
of anascent empire, let its excellencies form a fixed
centre around which the love and veneralion of the
people shall ever concentrate. Such an object of
deep and genercus regard would form a potent cause
of political concord. Embodying a multitude of fun-
damental principles to which all have resolved to
bend with cordgial and implicit submission, it would
infuse amilder spirit into such debates as mightarise,
inits application to emergent circumstances. We
wmight then indulge the hope that our social fabric, a
thing notof mushroom growth, would notbe a thing
of mushroom decay ; that it would survive to hoar

SOME BBELECTIONS OX PUBLIC AFFAIRS,

artiquity, and occupy anitch in the temple of history
callateral with that of the empire from which it
sprung. ‘These are pleasing dreamst 'What bosom
warmed with the glow of patriotism, does not breath
the fervent prayer that they may beecome realites
when we shall have quitied the stage tu be the in-
tiubitants of @ kingdom thatcannot be moved.

We may ofier in connection with these remarks, &
suggestion as to what the character of those men
should be, to whom the management of public affairs
is intrusted.  T'oo many among us seem to have acted
on the marim, that any body would do for an assem-
blyman; and talents, principles, moral character,
did not furm clements in their choice. Were a parent
to commit the education of his child 1o atecacher with-
out inquiry on these points, he would be highly
culpable, and might be doomed to reap very bitter
fruits. How much nore culpable is the elector, who
intrasts the most important of his civil intereststo a
person of whose character and qualifications nothing
favorable is known! It is true, that the difficulty of
finding suitable persons to undertake the affice, and
the Jow intrigues of electioneering, may occasionally
frusirate our wishes. But it were well that every
one wer: fully aware that no provisions of a consti-
tution, Liuwever excellent, can preserve the liberties
of a country, or prowmote its well-being, unless they
are administered by suitable officers. It will not be
denied that senators should be men of competent in-
tellectual ability, not merely of natural endowments,
but of various acquirements. Ina young colony in
which civil affuirs are less complicated than in great
nations, it may be neither necessary nor practicable
10 establish a2 high standard; yet, in amaiter of so
much importance, it is surely allowable to aim at
high things—to elevate rather than depress. *What-
ever oftices rulers hold, it is of very great importance
that they haveimproved their mental faculiies by easly
cultivation, studied the principal sciences with great
care, and formed habits of correct thinking, of patient
vesearch, and prompt action, by previous education.
Especially ought they to have siudied politicsas a
seience, not satisfied with the loose maxims that float
confusedly on the surface of the public mind, but ex-
amiuing the fundamental principles, that lie open to
the diligent inquirer only, in theit order, origin,
connexions, and results. It you load a vessel with a
precious cargo for a distant country, you do not em-
ploy a commander unacqnainted with the artof navi-
gation. It you equip an army for defending the
national rights against the violence of unprovoked
aggression, you do not choose a general who knows
nothing of the military profession. If yon wish a
physician who may cure vour bodies of the maladies
with which you are afflicted, you do not prefer some
iguorant pretender, who has never examined the
structure of the human frame, nor learned the approv-
ed mode of medicalireatment. 'Why, thep, choose as
fegislators men who bave not studied with the requisite
autention, tbe leading principles of politics and jaris-
prudence, whose memories ave not furnished with,
an aceurate knowledge of those laws and precedents
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according to which they should act”¢—men who
have not studied the constitution they have sworn to
defend, and who are not qualified to take a compre-
hensive view on any one ques ion which they are
called 10 decide? ‘Yo expect any good {rom such
men as senators, is surely o look for grapes un thistles!
And farther, iy it too much to require moral worth in
connection with intellcetual abibty ¥ Ouglht not the
senator to be a man of unimpeachsble veracity, of
unspotted integrity, of a pure lite, clse how can we
repose confidence in him, and what can prevent the
leprosy of his example, rendered more pernicious
by his elevated station, from costaminating the
commonwealth? But on this point we cannot enlarge.
Such men will be chosen only by a virtuous and en-
lightened constitucacy.

This suggests to us another very important element
in nationtl well-being—a general and cffective system
of mental and religious education. We join these
two becanse their union is essential to individual and
national well-being. Those infected with the pre-
vailing mania of the day, cry out for the divorce of
the education of the sclicol, and the education of the
sanctuary ; but God has joined them together, and
only in their union are they prolific of good. Were
we, indeed, to define education as it is vulgarly limit-
€d, soasto comprehend nothing more than the ability
to read, and write, and cypher, in the degree neces-
sary to transact the affairs of humblest hfe, its
essential connection with religion might not be very
apparent. But the truth is that these acquirements
ate rather means that prepare for education than the
thing itself. For of what utility can itbe for a youth
1o possess the ability to read, if he never exert it, or
exert itonly in useless, or corrupling, or seditious
publications. Thusabused, the youth bad becn better
without the power, whether we regard hiwn as a moral
being, or asa member of the community, The proper
end of all popular education, is to furpish the mind
with correct principles, to qualify it for the discharge
of personal and social obligations, to open up such
sources of enjoyment as may refine and elevate the
soul, to form it to a taste for the exalted pleasures of
devoticn, and to prepare it for its immortal destiny.
Any system of education that proposes other eads
than this, or that stops short of these ends, isa mis-
erable cheat, both in respect to the individual and
the community, and will, within halfa century, prove
itself a source of bitter disappointment. What! is
not the whole community deeply interested in the
moral training of the young? Is not public order,
and national character, based upon the religivus prin.
ciples in which they are brought up? And can any
system of national education be worthy of the name
in which these are not provided for? How often
does the fact painfully obtrude ttself upon our obser-
servation, that the young man who has passed through
a course of intellectual training, however complete,
but whose religious culture ha.been totally neglected.
is ouly the more sharpened for the practice of mis-
chiefand dishonesty. His conscience—he has none: it
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bas never been develloped. ‘Truth and faschood, honar
and shame, public virtue and public venality, are with
himn objects of choice or rejection, justas chance orin-
terest may determine,  His soul, spiritnally dewd and
debased, is incapubleof the fiuer aud lofiier emotions
ol a religious beng.  ‘This is the mistreated class
that furnishes the cunning swindley in trade, the noisy
brawler at the hustings, the ready made-tool of the
Jdemagogue and anarchist: and yet such a character
is the necessary result of an education in which the
eultnre of the heart has formed no clement. Gh!
let it never be forzotten, at least by a Christian com-
munity, that the wtellectual training of the young
ought never to be separated from theiv religious train-
ing; thatitis far more important to all the ends for
which education is desirable, that the moral powers
should be develloped early, than thatthe intellectual
should; that nothing has a greater influcnce on the
happiness of the young and the the well-being of
society, than the carly imbuing the rising gencration
with the fear of God, the love of truth, reverence of
parents, cheerful obedience to authority, witha con-
science so enlightencd and tender, asto be a guide to
good, and a guardian from evil. These results can-
not be secured but by a system of Christian and scrip-
taral cducation. ‘These means are ordained of God,
and none but these will be blessed—none but these
will ever prove efiectual. The school, if is shall
prove the seminary of virtue, must stand within the
shadow of the temple. The world as it was, and is,
does not present one instance of a successful system
of general education in which the school has been
removed from thisshade. In this colony the separa=
tion has been attempted, and the failure has been at
least as conspicuous as the folly.

But while this religious training should commence
with the earliest to which the yout\ful mind issub-
jected, and should therefore be incorporated with
the comnion sehool system, let the Christian statesmen
not overlook that higher culture which, by the express
appointment of God, oughtto be provided for those
of mature age, and which if not provided, the most
disastrous consequences to the peace and well-being of
society will speedily ensue, Morality, the only suve
basis of public order, cannot grow out of an irreli-
gious heart ; and religion cannot grow but in the way
of divine appointment. The maintenance and dif-
fusion of religion then—the religious culture of the
moral nature of all the subjects of the commonwealth,
becomes a question convected not with their eter-
nal interests alone, but even with the whole tem-
poral well-being of society. Educate, in this higher
sense, the people, and you form them to a reverence of
the laws, to hahits of industry and temperance, to &
care of the public weal ; you diminish the causes of 1iti-
gation, and abate the expense of judicial establish-
ments ; you prevent the waste of the public resources
in the erection of buildings for restraint and punish-
ment, the multiplication of which in every part of the
land, creates so heavy a burden on every iguorant
and demoralized community. The intelligence and
religious habits of a people are better safe-guards, by
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far, of sacial order, and infinitely more cconomical
than prisons and standing armies. Strange, unac-
conntably strange,that even Christian rulersand states-
men should have so mnch overlooked this in their
scLemes of government!  Necessily has driven them
to forgechains for the Jawless maniae, buienlightened
patriotisni has not led themo apply the proper remedy
for his disease :~though an infallible guide has made
the true method of cure known, it is daily overlooked,
and owt of the national erime grows the natienat pun-
ishment.

REGEBNERATION, 1TS NATURB, AND CAUSK,

The doctrine of spiritual regeneration pervades
the whole of scripture, in which its nature is un.
folded, its necessity enforced, and the divine agent,
by whose independent and almighty power it is
achieved, is distinctly recognized and pointed out.
Of the manuer, huwever, in which this necessary
and spiritual change is accomplished, weare igno-
rant. It is an operation hid from the scrutiny of
every human eye~*% the wind bloweth where it lis-
teth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst
not tell whence it cometh, or whither it goeth, so
isevery one that is born of the spirit.” The ef-
fects alone of the change are placed before our
view, and by them ouly, are we cnabled to judge,
of its reality. Of its magnitude however, and ex-
tensive influence, we are enabled to form someidea
from the peculiar and comprehensive nature of the
metaphor, which our Redeemer employs to denote
it. He compares it to a new birth, by which we
are unquestionably warranted to affirm, that itis a
change extending its influence, not merely to the
outward conduct of its subject, but tv every affec-
tion of his heart, and to every faculty of hismind ;
in short, thatitis a change affecting the whole man
and making him a new creature, so that “old
things pass away” and “all things become new."

If it involved merely a change of the outward
conduct, as some are disposed to affirm, it would
certainly seem inapt in our Lord, to use a meta-
phor a¢ strong in its nature, and so universal inits
application, to denote a change which is only par-
tial, and which may be, and which often is, accom-
plished by selfiish and wordly motives. We not
unfrequently see men, from a change in their cir-

REGRNRRATION, 1TS NATURR, AND CAUSE,

cumstances, abandoning some of the habits of irre-
gularity and vice, not by any means influenced by
moral feeling or a regard to the will and authority
of God, but simply, because such habits are
at variance with their new situation, inju-
rious 1o their reputation, or uncongenial to the
manners of those with whom they now associate,
Their years may furnish enough to restrain thens
from their more vouthful vices, or a regard to their
health and comfort, may restrict their indulgence
in the immoralitics of more advanced life with
in narrower bounds. Such changes, it may rea-
dily be admitted, are good in themselves, but they
fall far short of that intimated by the words of our
Redeemer, 1t is not a change so partial, neither
does it result from principles sv futile, and motives
so defective, It extends its influence over the
whole of the outward conduct of its subjects, and
results from principles of a nobler description;
trom principles implanted by the spirit, and inti.
mately connected with the glory of God, whose,
they acknowledge, they are, aud whom they feel
they are bound to serve.

But it is more than a change of the outward cone
duct, huwever extensive and radical that change
may secin to be. The men who have undergone
the change referred to, are spoken of as being “re-
newed in the spisit of their mind,” as having “put
on the new man, which after God, is created in
righteousness and true holiness,” as having ¢ put
on the new man which is renewed in knowledge,
after the image of Him that created them,” and as
being, ¢ created in Christ Jesus, unto good works.”
Those passages of scripture and others which might
be adduced obviously involve more then a reforma-
tion of conduct. They indubitably extend our
views to the mral and intellectual constitution
of man, and lead us to conclude that the change to
which the word of God attaches o much import-
ance reaches even to it. And hence it is, that we
find in the Bible, the promise and the prayer re-
corded, «“I will give them one heart, and I will
put a new spirit within you,” #Create within me
a clean heart, O God, and remew a right spirit
within me.”

Even while the heart remains insensible to
every truly religious feeling, and while spiritu-
al subjects fail permanently to influence it, the
outward conduct may be good and exemplary,
m the judgment of the world. A man may
be regular in his life, and distinguished by
much that is decent and praiseworthy, when esti-
mated by the low and variable standard of thie
world’s morality ; many of his relative duties may
be regularly performed, and his social circle may
be adorned with some of the parental virtues; it
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18 possible that his deeds of charity may be nume-
raus, and that many of the schemes devised, und
set in operation, for the benefit of his fellow-men,
may receive much of his countenance and support ;
he may be regular in the performance of so:ne of
the peculiar duties enjoined in the word of God ;
he may be able to talk and to speculate a-
bout its precepts and doctrines ; the superior, the
unexampled morality of the gospel, may please his
faucy, and, for a little, captivate his aflections ; its
sublime doctrines may possibly be subjects some-
what suited to the exercisc of the powers of his
mind, and on them he may discourse and reason
with the energy and eloguence of one impressed
with a sense of their superior excellence and bene-
ficial tendency-—in a word, he may be free from
every gross irnmorality, adorced with some of the
graces of the gospel, and speculatively familiar
with many of its doctrines in thoir various connce

tions, but whence, it remnains to be sscertained,
does this propriety of conduct proceed ?—eand
what are the motives, that lead him to value
the gospel, and to expatiate on its varied excel-
lencies ?

If they are the effects of the new birth, he will
have seen, and felt, that the descriptions of human
nature, and the representations of the condition
and prospects of manasa sinner, which the Bible
contains accord with his own experience. He will
have felt, that he is a rebel against the God of hea-
ven and of earth; at eumity with the greatest and
the best of beings ; exposed to the judgment de-
nounced against all, who break even the least of
his commandments ; and that unless divine mercy
interpose, he must inevitably and eternally perish.
The knowledge of his own sinful character, and
his views of the holiness and justice which pervade
the character and government of God, will have
led him to abhor himself and to repent, as in dust
and ashes. Roused by his consciousness of guilt,
and exposure to the wrath of God, he will, with
humility, gratitude, and joy, have laid hold on the
blessed hope, which in the gospel is set before him.
He will have seen the Lord Jesus Christ tobea Sa-
viour, inevery way suited to his miserable condition
and prospects as a sinner, and willing to extend
to him, the blessings of his great salvation. In
fluenced by such views, and encouraged by such
experience, he will have beenled to feel, his per-
sonal interest, in the salvation of Christ, and it
will have been for his personal interest in it, that
he has been led to value the doctrines which the
gospel unfolds, and to submit his affections and
conducet, to the regulation of the precepts which
it enjoins. He will have been led to delight inits
ordinances, because by engaging in them, heis

B

doing the will of Jesus who instituted them, and
using the means best calculated, to promote his
spiritual improvement, to fit him for the faithful
discharge of the duties of this life, and to prepare
hiin for the exercises and enjoyments of the world
to come. Thus situated he will have felt, and
will havo acknowledged, not only with the mouth,
but with the still more expressive languago of the
life, the debt of gratitude that is due to God, for
his great and unspeakable benefit ; he will have
felt, and acknowledged, that now he is not his
own, but bought with a price, even with the pre-
cious blood of Christ ; that his former conduct,
however plausible, was destitute of right principle ;
that now he must act, from a regard to the autho-
rity and the glory of God. 1In fine, he will have
felt, that he is not of this world, thatin it his peace
is not to be found, but that he has been placed here,
for discipline and preparation for another, and &
better wotld ; thut unce he was enslaved to sin,
and an heir of destruction, hut that now, he has
been invested with the glonous hberty of the sons
of God, and made an heir of heaven.

Such do we conceive to be what is implied in
the change denoted by the language of our Re-
deemer, when lie gaid, ¢ except a man be bornagain
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” It is indubit-
ably amighty change ; ¢great, definite, and abso-
lute,—a change from disorder, corruption, and de-
rangement, to & natural and permanent,” ar.d hap~
py “condition,” and it may well be compared to a
new creation, to a new birth, to s resurrection from
the dead, to a change from darkoess to light, to a
deliverance from a state of slavery, and admission
into a state of frecdom, It (requires but little pe-
netration to discover, thata change so universaland
radical must be beyond the power of any nian to
accomplish, in his own behalf. When he reflects
how averse he naturally is to that vhich is good,
how uncongenial to him are the sub ects which
relate to an eternal world, and how little control
he has over his own thoughts and affections ; he,
who has thus reflected, and who has, even ina slight
degree, attempted the exercise of self-government,
will be convinced of the truth of the declaration,
that, %it is not in man that walketh, to direct his
steps,” far less to achieve a work of such magni-
tude. He will learn from experience, as well as
from the word of God, that though he may be able
to trace the developement of the powers of the hu.
man mind, their various conuections, and the ope-
ration of the causes which lead to a change in
their directic aud the objects which engage them ;
though he may be able to trace the operation of
the causes which produce and change some of the
various phenomens, which nature places beforehis
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view ; though he may be able to trace, the rise and
progress of states and kingdoms, their various de.
pendencics, and the operation of the causes which
have led to achange in their government or to an
annihilation of their power, yet the operation in-
volved in the new birth, as weil as the agent who
achieves it, can neither be seen, nor influenced by
him. That the change is the result of divine pow-
er, seems involved in the very phrascology of John
iii. 3., inasmuch, as the term translated “again,”
might with propriety, be rendered ¢from above."”
Nicodemus himself, from the questions he imme-
diately put to our Redeemer, secms to have been
impressed, at least, with the difficulty of the change
~thow can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a sccond time into his mother's womb,
andbe born?” QOur Lord in his answers to these
questions, not only points out the spintual nature
of the change, but the blessed agent by whom it is
accomplished, * venly, verily, I say unto you, ex-
cept a man be born of water and of the spirit, he
cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”?

Itis indeed surprising, that any man, reflecting
for a moment, on the vastuess and universality of
the change, should be led to ascribe it to any cause,
short of Almighty power. But it is the case, that
some have ascribed it to an external rite—we mean
the ordinance of baptism~-or at least, have associ-
ated it too closely with it. Others have adopted
an opinion equally erroncous, and have regarded it
solely as the result of moral feeling, operated upon
by some external causes, which leading them to
the tenouncement of evil practices and to the
improvement of the mind, they have passed from
death unto life, been renewed in the spirit of their
minds, and made new creatures in Christ Jesus, cre
ated anew unto good works. Thus, do both of
these classes ascribe an cffect to causcs utterly
inadequate to its production. They do this too,
in opposition to many explicit declarations of the
word of God, which no unprejudiced mind could
fail to comprchend. Weare there described, as
spiritually dead, as sick aud infirm, as carnally
minded and at enmity with God, and as full of all
impurity and defilement ; and can any external rite,
however expensive and splendid, can any ela-
quence however persuasive, or argument however
strong, raise the dead to life, communicate health
to the discased and strength to the feeble, change
the dispositions of the mind, and purify that which
isunclean? There is room for no other conclu-
sion, than the onc with which the Bible furnishes
us, “it is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh pro-
fteth nothing.”

The necessity of being “lorn again,” claims
vur attention, but leaving the consideration

of this subject, wo would conclude with a 'sin-
gle remark. Though confessedly unable to
accomplish this mighty change in our own
behalf, yet, thercis a prssibility of ascertaining,
whether upon us the spirit of God hath put forth
his quickening and sanctifying energy. {t would,
indeed, be a wonder of no ordinary magnitude, ifa
change, to which the word of God attaches so
much importance, and which, in language so bold
and in fizures so expressive it represents, were to
have no visible trace, evincing its reality. Itis
not a change of which its subject will long remain
ignorant, Its cffects will sooner or later rise up
before his view. To every man then the determin-
ing of the question, whether he bas undergone this
change, is one of personal and paramount interest.
If with us it be still a matter of uncertainty, if we
have good reason to suspect, or to conclude, that
we are still of the number of the unregenerate, let
us not for an hour, rest m a state sounbappy and
perilous; and though the difficulty of the work
alarm us, let us be encourged by the assurance,
that the Lord waiteth to be gracious, and by the
declaration, “I willyet for this be enquired of the
house of Isracl to do it for them.”

Q. C.

JOURNAL OF A ISSIONARY TOUR WITHIN THE PRES-
BYTHRY OF BATHURST.
To the Editor of the Clristian Examiner.
Pgxru, 6th January, 1839,
Sir,

The following notes of a missionary tour
made by me last summer, by appuintment of
Presbytery, may perhaps, interest some of your
readers, and at the same time give an idea of the
manner in which the Home Missionary operations
of the Presbytery of Bathurst are at present car-
ricd on, Yours, &e.

Tito. C. Wirsax,

On the 21st day of June L left home, preaching
at Ramsay on the 22d and 234, and assisting at
the administration of the Lord’s Supper there, on
Sabbath the 24th.

On the afternoon of Monday the 25th, 1 started
from Ramsay, on my missionary tour, being pre~
vented from starting sooner by heavy thunder

Pre s P et O T i i b
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showers, following one another in rapid succession.
About dusk I reached Pakenham Mills, the proper-
ty of Andrew Dickson, Esquire, having been drench-
ed to the skin by a sudden shower, Tlus place is
pleasantly situated on the banks of the Mississippi,
but from the rugged nature of much of the sur-
rounding country, the population is not great, nor
likely to increase.

Here I remained for the night, being hospitably
entertained by Mtrs. Dickson, in the absence of her
husband.

Being only about twelve miles distant from Ram-
say, Mr, Fairbairn minister of that place occasion-
ally preaches here.

Tuesday 26.—~Started in the morning on my
way to the township of Horton, about thurty miles
distant, where I had an appointment to preach on
the morning of the 27th,

‘The first nine miles of the road from Paken-
ham to the village of Arnprior on the Mada-
waska, it is impossible to describe. Had 1not
been well mounted I must have stuck by the way.
It was nothing but splash, splash, through mud
and water, musquetoes surrounding me in count-
less swarms, not a clearing sometimes for four
miles, and not even a bird or squirrel to be seen, to
break in upon the monotony of the dreary forest.
Having my face well protected by a veil, I was a~
ble to protect my horse in some measure also,
finding employment enough all the time for one
hand, in driving off the hungry insects with the
branch of a tree.

Atlast I got through in safety, arriving at Arn.
prior about midday. There I found a guide, Mr.
Morris, who resides on the borders of Horton, and
who had left home that morning to meet me at
Arnprior. Having rested an hour or two, we start-
ed, and after a plcasant ride, arrived at his place
about eight o’clock in the evening, where I re-
mained till next day. The road we travelled from
Araprior runs along the river Gttawa—a magmfi-
cent stream—for ten or twelve miles, through sce-
nery at some points very beautiful ; the soil along
the banks of the river being however, for the most
purt Jight or rocky. I was particularly delighted
with the pure, refreshing springs of water which 1
occasionally met with, issuing from the rocks by
the wayside.

Woednesday 27.—1 preached in the morning in
the housc of Mr, John Forrest, to a large andat.
tentive congregation ; baptized three children ; and
after waiting some time for refreshment and
conversation with those who remained after ser-
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before dusk, aud stayed the night with Mr. Gould,

manager of the mills at thet place.

Thursday 28.—Preached at Arnprior in the fore-
noon, and baptized one child. The congregation
here is small. ‘The country around is rough, and
the population scanty, though other parts of the
township are well settled.  Arnprior contains only
a few houses, 1s situated on the Madawaska, and
lies within the highland township of McNab, which
may well be described as a moral waste ; poverty,
ignorance, and irreligion, being among its prevail-
ing characteristics, and no wonder; for until with-
in these two or three years, there was not even 80
much as a common school within the township,
though settled long agro. Tt is much to be feared
that many souls are here perishing for lack of
knowledge. After preaching at Arnprior, I start-
ed for Fitzroy arbour, a village on the Ottawa,
ten miles distant, where I arrived before night.

Friday 29.—Preached at Fitzroy Harbour in a
large school house built by Charles Shirreff, Esq.,
proprietor of the village, to a numerous con-
gregation, and baptized three children. This is a
pleasant place. Immediately in front of the vil-
lage, and at the distance of about a mile is the
Chat lake, out of which the mighty Ottawa issues
in six or eight (I do not remember which) falls
of water, in a line across the lower end of the lake,
and facing the village ; forming altogether one of
the most beautiful aud picturesque scenes 1 have
cverbeheld, The village seemstobein a flourish-
ing condition. Mr. Sherriff having taken up his
residence here, and being actively employed in
carrying on extensiveimprovements in the place.
A faithful minister of the gospel settled here,
may do much to promote his Master’s cause, and
win souls into his kingdom.

On the evening of the same day T preached again
ten miles from F itzroy Harbour, at Lowries, on
the town line between Huntly and Fitzroy, where
I baptized three children. The congregation here
is small ; but if joined to that in the next placel
visited, which from their position ought to be the
case, it would not be inconsiderable. ‘The road
from Fitzroy Harbour to Lowries I found almost
as bad as the one formerly described.

Saturday 30.—Preached seven miles from Low-
ries, in a school house near Mr. Thomas Alexan.
der’s, on the third concession of Huatly to a small
congregation.

After remaining here for some time, I started for
Richmond twelve miles distant, where I arrived in
the evening, and was hospitably entertained by Mr.

mon, I started again for Arnprior, where I arrived

Philip, with whom I stayed tiil Monday morning.



12

The road from Huntly to Richmond I found ex~
cellent. So good as to make me almost forget the
dangers throogh which I had passed.

Sabbath, July 1.—~Preached in the forenoon in
the town of Richmond to a large congregation ;
and in the afternoon to a stili larger one, in Shil-
lington's chapel, or school house, four miles west
from Richmond in the township of Gouldham,
where I baptized one child. The people at this
place, and in Richmond should form one congrega-
tion, and have long been desirous to have a minis-
ter of our church settled among them, as is also
generally the case with the other places which T vi-
gited. Thestateof morality about Richmond scems
to be very bad. In the immediate neighbourhood
of the town, on the Sabbath morning, I came upon
& man witha gun, and heard him firing repeatedly.
Where the Lord's day is thus so openly profaned,
it cannot be expected that the moral or religious
condition of the people will be very prosperous.

Monday 2.—~Preached cight miles from Rich-
mond at Mr David McEwain's in the township of
north Gower, to a considerable congregation, and
baptized one child ; then started for Kemptville
distant thirteen miles, on my way to Osgood where
T was to preach next day.

Arrived at Kemptville a pleasant village three
miles from the line of the Rideau canal, in the even-
ing, after a lonely ride through roads in some places
vearly as bad as any I had came through, Stay-
ed at Kemptuille all night, and started early inthe
morning for Osgood, ahout twenty miles distant,
arrived at the Methodist chapel in that township,
in which I was to preach, two hours after the ap-
pointed time, and found a Jarge congregation wait-
ing for me. This was the only instance of my ar-
riving later than the time appoimed. The cause
of my detention was the state of the road through
Osgood, Such another road, I suppose, was never
travelled by man or beast  For about three miles
atone place my horse went down almost every step
to the belly, and often had great difficulty in extri-
cating s fect from the mud and hidden roots
of trees, while musquitoes encompassed us in
clouds.

Osgood is settled by Presbytesiang chiefly from
the Highlands of Scotland, and is rapidly spreading.
They are very anxious to get a minister of our
church, and have with that view already sccured
by grantand purchase, I think, four hundred acres
for a glebe. If not soon supplied, however, I frar
their patience will be exhausted, and their numbers
diminighed, some of them havicg already joined
other denominations whose preachers have beon
sent amongst them.

MIESTONARY TOUR.

Wedneaday 4.—Started early inthe morning for
Merrickville, distant upwards of thirty miles,
where I should have preached in the afternoon, but
finding on my arrival there, thut no intimation had
been given of my appointment, and that the few
Presbyterians in the neighbouthood could not soon
be collected, I proceeded onwards six miles
to Kilmarnock a village on the Rideau, where I
remained with Mr. Maitland for the night, and
reached home next day, having ridden altogether
about 250 miles, exclusive of various digressions
from the way to visit individual families, as 1
went along from one eituation to another.

Throughout this whole excursion I was kindly
and most hospitably reccived and entertained.
Wiien contemplating however, the spiritual des-
titution of all the sottlements I visited, melancholy
feelings were uppermost in my mind.  Often did 1
raise the silent prayer that the Liord of the harvest,
would send more laborersinto his harvest-—~pastors
after his own heart, to gather the scattered sheep
into his fold.

During the journey I continually experienced the
providential care and }indness of God, and if my
feeble cfforts ta preach the gospel of his grace,
produced any effect, I humbly desire to ascribe unto
him all the glory and praise.

Though when I left home T was just recovering
from a seriousillness, I felt little or no fatigueby the
way, and while riding sometimes more than thirty
miles a day under a burning sun, and at times
through places which were really dangcrousbothfor
man and beast, I never felt so sweetly confident that
the everlasting arms were beneath me and around
me; and with one hand driving off from myself and
horse, by means of a leafy branch, the innumerable
multitude of insatiable insects which swarmed a-
round me, and with the other striving to keep my
faithful brute from floundering in the mire, I went
on checrtfully and joyfully, rejoicing in the oppor-
tunities winch were daily afforded me of offering
to dying sinners the unsearchablo riclies of Christ.

May his kingdom come, until the whole carth is
filled with the knowledge of the Lord! Fyen go
came Lord Jesust  Amen.

TUE DRUNKARD.

When Zschines applauded Philip, king of Ma-
cedon, as a jovial man who would drink frcely,
Demosthenes replied, “that it was a gaod quality
in a sponge, but not in a king,”
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THR GLASGOW ASSEMBLY OF 1638,

THE GLASGOW ASSEMBLY oF 1GI8.

On the 21st of Nuvember, 1688, sat down the great
Glasgow Assembly, so memorablen the hastory of the
Church of Scotland. It is a remarkable and very -
terestinse comcrdence that Wednesday next, the 21st
of November, 1838, s the day of mecung of the Com-
mission of the General Assembly.  There willthusbe
presented a most appropriate opportunity ot comme-
morating, by some public &ct or acknowledgementon
the partof the Church, the signal deliverance which,
exactly two hundied years betvre, God wrought for
this country, in restoring those religious rightsand pri-
vileges which, invaluable in themselves, were at the
same time the basis of our civil frceduin. Itis well
known to every one acquainted with our ccclesiastical
history, that from the accession of James VLI to the
Euglish throne, he laboured incessantly to subvert
our Presbyterian Church. While, in Scotland, he
bad pronvunced it to be the puresc Church in the
world, and had, of his own accord, solemnly sworn
that, #s0 long as he brooked his lite and crown, he
should maintain thesame against all deadly,”—in En-
land these vows were soon forgetten, and i course of
policy adopted and incegsantly pursued, fatal alike to
the civil and religious ibesties of Scctland.  The Ge-
neral Assembly, whose power of influencing public
opinion made it an object of dread and detestation 1o
his mean and selfish mind, bacame the first vbject of
his vengeance. Afier prevenung it from mecting,
by a succession of arbit=ary prorogations, he atlength
put it down altogether by the strong hand of persecu-
tion. The contestin which he thus engaged with the
Church of Scotland, and which was fullowed out so
zealously by his successor, Charles L, cannot be better
described than in the words of Dr. M'Crie—~* The
objectof the contest was far more extenstve and no-
mentous than the mere resisting the imposition of ces-
tain ecclesiastical forms. The efficicney, it not the
existeace, of that discipline which had long operated
as a powerful check on i.religion and vice, was at
stake. The independence, and cunsequently the use-
fulness, of the munisters was siruck at.  Theinferior
Church judicatories might be allowed to meet, but on-
1y undera guardof Episcopal junissaties. TheGeneral

sembly might,be occasionally called together, but
merely for the purpose of recording Royal edicts, and
becoming an instrument of greater oppression and ty-
ranny than the Court could have exercised without its
aid. ~ T'he immediate object of the king, by the chan-
ges which he made in the government of the Church,
was 10 constitute himself dictator in all inatiers of re-
ligion; and his ultimate object was, by nmecans of the
bishops, to overturn the civil hbcrties of the nation,
and to become absolute waster of the consciences,
properties, and lives of all his subjeets in the three
kingdoms. It was & contest, therefore, that involved
all that is dear to mnen and Christians—all that is va-
luable in liberty and sacred in religion.” In the
course of this contest the most able and zealous de-
fenders of our Presbytcrian Church were impgisoncd
or banished—the sole right of calliag and dismissing
Assemblics was declared 1o be a branch of the Royal
f)rerogativc—bishops were _declarcd Moderators of
iocesan Synods—presentations were appoiuted to be
directed to them instead of Presbylenes, and the
power of ordaining and deposing minisiers vested in
them alone. And notcontented with thus overturning
the whole fabric of Presbytery, and seuing up in its
stead an Episcopacy that wasthe mereiool of atyran-
nical Court, Charles I urged on by Laud, who accom-
panied him to Scotland in 1633, {)egan to exhibit the
most unequivocal indications of 2 purpose, under the
guise of Prelacy, to bring back Popery iiselt. It was
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1csolved to introduce both a new liturgy and a new
book of canons, in which a closer approximation tc
the Romish ritual should he made than in the authori-
zed formularies of the vther Churches of the empyre.
Four prelates, ereatures of Laud, were appomnted to
prepatc these publications  Charles himselt, with his
own hand, introduced iuto them thuse deviations from
the Boglish standards, which betrayed too palpablea
desire to vevive sume of the grossest abuminatious of
Popery. ‘The Book of Canons was the first complet-
ed. By it the royal supremacy wasrendered absulute
—the clergy durst not meet but by permission of the
king, and were forbidden even to hold private meet-
ings for the expuunding of Scriplure—cummumeants
weie to be compelled tu receive the sacrament kncel-
ing, and whatever portion of the clements might not
be used was commanded to be consumncd in the
church.  Fonts were to be placed at the entrance of
churches, and aliars at their castesn extremity. In
short the foundations of Popery were Jiud anew, and
every means provided to all appearance for brnging
our country oncc more under the uppression and de-
grading domination of that deadly superstition, winch,
seventy yearsbefore, the first Refo mation had destsoy-
ed. But “ihetime,the set time to favour our Zion,”
wis now at hand. The Book of Canons, which kad
been ratified by the king in May 1635, and imposed on
the nation by virtue of his royal supremacy alone, was
followed the succeeding year by a liturgy equally of-
fensive. The well kinown atiempt to imru&ucc this
obnoxious liturgy in the celebration of public worship
at Edinburgh in 1637 was the spark that fired the
train.  The whole country was almost instantancous-
ly aroused. Depuies from all parts of the country
assembled in the capital, and on the 1st of March,
1638, the National Covenant was sworn, and within
two months thereafter was subseribed by all ranks in
almost every corner of the kingdum—a covenant in
which they *did promisc and swear by thegreat name
of the Lord our God, that we shall continue in the
obedience, and doctrine, and discipline of this Kirk,
and shall defend the same according to vur vocation
and power all the days of our lives, under the pains
contained in the law, and danger both of body and
soul in the day ofGod’s fearful judgment.”

The king no! being in cireumstances to bear down
this formidable wovement by foree of arms, was con-
strained, however reluctantly, to grant what had for
more than thirty years been denied—a free General
Assembly: an Assembly that is not compesed of the
mere numinees of the Crown, but elected zecording to
the ancicnt constitution of the Church. Having re-
luctantly yielded thus imporiant puing, every cffort was
made, and cvery mflucnce cmployed, by the king's
Comimissioner, to turn the elections tor this memo-
rable Asscbly so s to favour the Court. Butthe
Covepanters were not men 10 be cither bribed or ca-
Joled; the elections every wheretenmninated in favour
of men zealous for true religion, and the restoraticn
of Presbytery. Never, perhaps, in the history of any
country, was a day more_memorable than the 21st of’
November, 1638. The Marquis of Hamilion, the
King's Commissioner, vnder an impression, from the
groximily of liis residence to Glasgow, that he would

¢ able to exert greater influence here than in most
other parts af ke countty, smmmmoned the Assembly
to mect in this city, which at that time contained oniy
about 10,000 inhabitants. “The noblesand gentry who
had been chosen to sit as elders in the Assembly,
knowing that an atiempt would be made to overawe
them in their proceedings, wereattended by multutudes
of their reiainers; the peasantry flocked in fromall
thesurrounding country: and so deusewas the crowd
that was gather~d around the High Church, that the
members of Asseanbly could with difliculty effect &
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passage. Through the kindness of J. Swmith, Esq,,
{gst., and the Rev. Dr. Pleming, Professor of Oriental
anguages in our University, we haveat thismoment
before us a MS. copy of the minutes of this illustrious
Assembly, belonging to the Maitdand Club, "These
minutes sufliciently show swhat 2rts were employed
by the Commissioner and his council to frustrute the
grand objects for which the Assembly was professedly
convened: while at the same time they record with
equal fidelity the manly resolution and clear-sighted
wisdom with which these insidious devices were
%{‘omplly wet and exposed.  1tis well known how the
ommissioner, when hie found the Assembly firm—
that its members, guided and animated by the power-
ful mind and heroic courage ol their Moderator, the
distinguished Alexander Henderson, knew theirrights
and were prepared to assert them—auempted to deter
them from their duty by declaring the Assembly dis-
solved, and withdrawing from the place.  With that
calmness and self-possession which, in the mowment of
danger, marksout true greatness of mind, no sooner
hadthe bustle and confusion occasicned by the Com-
missioner’s leaving the church ceased, than the Mo-
derator called for candles, and proceeded with .he bu-
siness of the Assembly, after asuitable address to the
members, as if no such intercuption had accurred.
Our limits forbid us, at present at least, from entering
into the details of this eventtul Assembly, which con-
tinued its sittings during a period of thirty days, in
the course of which they abulishied Prelacy, aeposed
the bishops, condemnned the Liturgy and Buok ot Ca-
nons, re-established the Presbyterian judicatories, and
enacted many mest important laws tor maintaining
the true interests of the Church, the weltare of reli-
gion, and the promoting of godliness throughout the
land. The Assembly of'1638 wasthe secend Reforma-
tion, scarcely less necessary or less glorivus than the
Sirst. In the language of Dr. M'Crie, it “levelled
with the ground that ill-omened fubric, the rearing of
which had cost the labour of so many years, and the
expense of'so much principle and conscience.”

Ought not such an Assembly to be held in everlast-
ing rewembrance?  Will it be honourzble to the
Church of Scotland if the 21st of November, 1838, be
allowed to pass hy without something being done to
testify the reverence with which it is regarded, and to
acknowledge our thankfuluess to Almighty God for
the blessings and privileges which were thien restor-
ed, and which, under s good and gracious provi-
dence, have been handed down tothese present imes ?
In order to give weight and imporiance to any such
act of covmmnemoration the attendance at the Comuims-
sion mustbe large. Not only the membersof last As-
sembly, but ministers and clders in general, ought to
makea point of mustertng under the roof of St. Giles
on so interesting an occasion.  We know that there
is a strong feeling on the subject, not only 1 this quar-
ter but overthe whole coun'ry.  And we are therefore
the more confidentthat very many, even from distant
places, will cheerfully repaiv to Edinburgh to take
part inthe services, in which weirust the Commission
will resolve to engage.  We have beard on authorsty
that may be trusted, that it is intended to move in the
Commission that the occasion be improved by public

rayer and thanksgiving, on the ¢vening of the 21st,
in the High Church.  'Wecannot doubt thai the pious,
talented, and universally estecmed Moderator of last
Assembly—if we may be forgiven for presuming so to
speak, it is our veacration for the Church of our fa-
thers which alone prompts us to usec this freedom—
will canfer tresh favours onthie Church by conducting
such solemn and appropriate services as these.  The
Ppresent day is pre-eminently a time that callson us to
testify for great principles, like those which are asso-
ciated with the memory of the Great Glasgew Assem-

JOUN FAIRBAIRN OF RAMSAY.

bly. And both Scrgnurcand reason powerfully sanc-
tion the devout and gratetul commemorsation of so
signal 2 deliverance as Gud then wrought for this
laud.—Scuttish Guardian, Nov. 8.

A DISCOURSE BY THSH REV, JOHN FAIRBAIRN OF RAM-
BAY.

Qur privileges greater than those of the heathen i—
They shall rise upin judgment with many,and con-
demn them.—Math, xii. 41,

These words of the Lord Jesus Christ although
addressed to the men of his own gencration, ore also
particularly applicable to us.  Jonah was a prophet
who lived between cight and nine hundred years be-
forc Christ. e was commissioned by God to go to
Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, and one of the largest
cities in the world, and to “ cry against it; for their
wickedness had gone up to heaven before the Lord.”
He at first refused to obey this command, and fled to
Joppa, where be embarked on board a ship bound for
Tarshish. During a “mighty tempest” which soon
after avose *in the sca,” he was thrown over board
by the sailors, and swallowed up by a large fish, pre-
pared by the Lord for that purpose, which on the third
day afterwards ** vomited him out again upon thedry
land.”  After this he procecded to Nincveh, and pro-
claimed in the midst of it, that in forty duys it should
be destroyed on account of its great wickedness.
When the people of Nineveh heard this, *they be-
lieved God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on sack-
cloth, from the greatest of them even to the least of
them.  For word came unto the king of Nineveh,
and he arose from his throne, and laid his robe
from him, and covered him with sackeloth, and sat in
ashes.  And he caused it to be proclaimed and pub-
lished through Nineveh by the decree of the king and
his nobles, saying, let neither man nor beast, herd nor
flock, tuste any thing; let them not feed nor deink
water; but let man and beast be covered with sack-
cloth, and ery mightily unto God, yea, let them turn
cvery one from his evil way, and from the violence
that is in their hands.  Who can tell if God will
turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce anger,
that we perish not?  And God saw their works,
that they turned from their evil way; and God repent-
ed of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto
them; and hedid it not.”  Such is the account that
is given of the repentance of the Ninevites. They
listened to the preaching of the prophet, and sought
and fownd mercy from the Lord.—~But Jesus Christ
was a messenger of far greater dignity than Jonah.
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The miracles which he performed and the doctrines
which he taught, should have obtained for lim the
most cordinl and welcome reception from his cqua.
trymen, But instead of this they treated him as an
outcast from God; they despised and rejected bim;
they disregarded the awfully solemu truths which he
procluimed ; ridiculed his miracles, as woiks prrform-
ed by Satanic agency, and at lust put him to death as
a malefactor.  You will observe, however, that in the
text, Christ does not refer to any of these outrageous
proceedings in order to substantiate the truth of his
declaration, but merely to the fact that they repented not.
The Ninevites repented—tiey had not—yet the former
only heard the preaching of Jonah, while the lauter
were privileged to listen to the Son of God. There-
fore shall the former * rise up in judgment with the
latter and condemn them.”

The simple and momentous truth contained in this
declaration, is that they who do not turn to the Lord
and accept of his offered mercy, although they have
many privileges, shall be condemuned by the conduct
of those who having comparatively but few privileges,
yet belicve to the salvation of theiwr souls. It would
be very easy to shew you that our privileges aregreat-
er than those of the Jews who lived in the days of the
Saviour. For we¢ have a far clearer and fuller reve-
lation of the plan of redemption than they had, and
we live under the gospel economy in which the holy
Spirit is poured out in greater abundance.  1If Jesus
in his human nature, is not personally present amongst
us, we have in our hands the holy Scriptures, which
contain an account of the life that he led, the miracles
that he performed, the doctrine that he taught, and the
death thathedied, His very words are there record-
ed, and we have it in our power to perusethem daily.
This is a privilege which the Jews did not possess.
Tkey had only theold Testament Scriptures, and very
few of them were able to rcad these.  Few, 1f any of
the private people amongst them, had acopy of the
Scriptures in their possession. All their knowledge
of them was derived from the instruction of others.
And it was but scldom that they had an oppoitunity
of hearing the Saviour preach, compared with the op-
portunitics which we have of constantly reading lus
word. Now if we are placed in still more favorable
circumstances than the Jews of our Saviour's days
were, and ““if the men of Nineveh shall rise upn
judgment with them, and condemnn them,” much more
shallthey * condemn us,” if we do not repent.  Our
carelessness and worldlymindedness must be altoge-
ther inexcuseable. Our guilt must be aggravated be-
yond all conception. It shall even be more tolerable
for Sodom and Gomorrah, and for the crucifiers of
the Saviour, at the day of judgment, than for us.

Instead, however, of illustrating the subject in this
way, I shall endeavour to shew you that the heathen
who live in our own days shall rise up in judgment
with us and condemn us, if we remain careless and
unconverted under the preaching of the gospel, For

many of them have repented and  believed, and
brought foith the fruits of holiness, though their privi-
leges are far inferior tolours.  Let us fiesy, then, for
wmoment consider what our privileges and theirs are.
God is addicssing to us this solemn warning * except
ye repent, ye shalt perish.”  letells us in his holy
word that we are exposed to eteenal perdition,  And
he earnestly invites and besceches us 1o repent and be-
licve on Christ that we may be saved.  He has sent
his only begotten Son into the world, that he might
rescuc us from endiess misery, He laid down his
lifz upon the cross for us. He gave himself a ran-
som for sinners.  He loved us aund died for us when
we were enemics to him; rebels against his holy laws,
and altogether unworthy of the least of his mercies.
He is secking to deliver us from the bondage of sin,
and from the curse of the law. He offers to us a full
and a free pardon of all our sins; adoptioninto hisown
family, and an inheritance in glory hercafter. He
not only wishes to avert the tempest of wrath which
overhangs our licads, but also to bestow upon us un-
utterable blessednass.  He has sent his prophets and
apost.es to proclaim these glad tidings in our ears.
Yea, he himself has come into the midst of us, and
speaks to us with all the earnestness of an aflfccionate
parent.  He pleads with us by the terrors of hell, and
the glories of heaven, by the value of our own unmor-
tal souls, and by the agonies of his cross, to flee from
the coming wrath, and to lay hold upon eternal life.
We have his word in our hands, and have been taught
to read it from our carliest years. We have long en-
joyed the preaching of the gospel.  Our Sabbaths re-
turn with undeviating regularity, and we have been
permitted to spend them in peace. ' We have for many
years outwardly acknowledged the sanctity of that day
of holy rest, on which out sole occupation should be to
prepare for the eternal rest which awaits the saints of
God on high.  These are privileges which the heathen
do not enjoy. Born and brought up in the midst
of the grossest darkuess, the glad tidings of great
joy have not been proclaimed in their hearing~—
They are ignorant of the amazing love of God,
and have never heard of the Saviour’s death on
the cross. They know nothing of the peaceful rest of
the Sabbath; nor have they ever scen one page of the
word of God. They never hear the voice of a liv-
ing preacher, invitirg them to Christ, and holding up
to their view the word of life. They have been edu-
cated amid the debasing rites of superstition and idol-
atry. ‘The chains which .he great adversary has
thrown around them, have sunk deep into their souls.
He rules over them  with undisputed sway, and they
are his willing slaves. Not a single ray of heavenly
light breaks through the darkness with which they are
encompassed ; not a single friendly voice is lifted up
to warn them of their danger; not a single messenger
appears upon their mountains, * bringing to them
good tidings, and publishing peace; bringing good
tidings of good, ard publishing salvation.”” These
« dark places of the earth are full of the habitations of
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cruclty.””  Human sacrifices are offered to theic gods.
Many of their children ave put to death as soon as
they are born. ‘They are constantly killing, and
even some of them eating, onc another. Many of
them scarccly know that they have souls. Yet al
though they are thus campletely enveloped in dark-
ness, and sunk in the deepest degradation, multitudes
of them receive the gospel when it is sent to them,
nmuch more readily, and make a far better use of it,
than some amongst ourselves do.  Notwithstanding
all our privileges, there are still many of us who have
not repented and turned to the Lord, with sincerity of
heart. They have head the warnings and invita.
tions of the gospel with indifierence.  They have put
away from them the message of the Lord of hosts.
They uare strangers to him, and hislove. They have
not accepted the offers ofmercy so freely made to them
through a crucified Saviour. But they continue to
live as entirely to themselves, and to scek after the
things ofthis world with as much cagerness, as if they
had never heard of God, or Chyrist, or heaven and hell.
They live without prayer, or their devotions are for-
mal and lifeless. They do not consecerate their pro-
perty and time to the service of the Redeemer.  They
do not ‘hunger and thirst afier rightcousness.” Pheir
Sabbaths are not forctastes of heaven ; nor dothey
bring to them new and enlarged supplies of spiitual
blessings.  Their experimental kunowledge of the
Seriptures, is extremely small.  They may havemany
of its pomises and sayings fixed in their memories ;
but they do not know what it is to feed upon them,
and to draw fiora them everlasting consolation.  The
word of God is not used by them as “thesword of
the Spirit,” Nor do they with childlike docitity
# subject their understanding” entirely to it, and cn-
deavor to regulate their lives in every respect accord-
ng to its precepts.

Now the reception which the gospel has even in
our day met with from many heathen, when it was
first made known to them, is very different from this.
In most heathen countries, I admit, its progress is, at
first, extremely slow.  There are prejudices to be re-
moved, and mountains of difficultics to be overcome,
which require, perhaps, years of unreserved assiduity
on the part of missionarics, But ¢ven in these coun-
tries it is not always so.  When once their idolatrous
wotship has been undermined by the instructions of
the ambassador of Christ and received a shock by the
conversion of a few of their acquaintances, converts
usually become morc numerous.  Short as the period
is since missionary operations were first commenced
in modern times among the heathen, I would almost
venture to affirm that as much if not more has been
accomplished by them, than has been accomplished in
our own country by the same amount of labor during
the same period.  In spite of all the prejudices which
they have to encounter, and the determined opposition
which they have to endure, it will be found that the
average number of true conveits to each missionary, is
perhaps not much smaller thaa that among ourselves.

Thus the Moravians, at forty-one stations, have 43,600
converts, under the charge of 209 missionaries, that is
upwards of 200 members to each.  Besides this they
have animmense number of children under their in-
structiv. .. The Baptist missionaries at one station in
the East Indies, baptized in seven years 109 persons,
There were two or three nissionaries there at that
time. But in addition to preaching the gospel, they had
a multiphcity of other labors to attend to such as trans-
lating the Scriptures, and the superintendence of
schools. The American Presbyterian and Congrega-
tional Board for Forcign Missions, have 2,360 con-
verts, under 96 ordained missionaries. But many of
these missionaries are chiefly occupied in translating
the Scriptures, and tracts, or in superintending schools,
and printing estabhishinents, or in other labors of a
similar nature.  We ought, therefore, to keep in re-
maembrance, that the direct ministerial labor of the
whole 96, is perhaps uot equal to that of 30 ordinary
ministers among ourselves, whose whole time and at-
tention, and talents, are exclusively devoted to their
appropriate work. If you consider them equivalent
1o thirty stated laborers, then we may reckon about
cighty members to cach. And if you keep in mind
that many of these stations are but of a few years
standing, while the oldest of them was begun only
about twenty ycars ago; you will sce that that is by
no means an inconsiderablc number to have gather-
ed into the kingdom of Christ, in countries where the
foundation of a church was not only to be laid, but
where a vast quantity of 1ubbish had first to be clear-
ed away. The same remarks arc applicable to all
other socicties. The only other to which I shall refer
is the London Missionary Socicty, They have ons
hundred and fourteen missionaries, and 6,600 converts.
Now, since they have slso 31,000 children under their
care, and thirteen printing cstablishments to superin-
tend,and much of their time is given to the work of trans-
lating the Scriptures, we cannot count upon more than
fifty stated ordnined preachers; and that gives nearly
onc hundred and forty members to cach, ‘Th: in-
crease of members in 1836, was 1376, being twelve to
cach missionary, or twenty-four to each, counting two
asone. Thus you perceive that even asto members,
taking the whole missionary stations upon an avcrage,
their converts will bear a comparison with an equal
number of churches of wny denomination in this or any
other country. And then you must remember, that
while, in such a community as ours, the gospel is
brought to bear upon the minds of men in a thousand
other ways besides by the pablic preaching of minie-
ters, among them, the light of truth beams only from
one solitary point. If the same moral machinery
were in active operation among the heathen, which is
busy amongst us; if they had as many professing
Christians around them, who had been brought up in
the knowledge of the Scriptures, and who by their
lives and conversations might constantly hold up the
word of eternal life to their view, and if as many reli-
gious books and tracts had been circulated and read
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amongst them from the days of their infancy, as are
amongst us, we might confidently expect that the pro-
gress of the gospel would be much more rapid still.
Even as it is, these thousands of heathen who ave
pressing into the kingdom of heaven in spite of the
obstacles which lie in their path, shall rise up in judg-
ment with those of us who have not ~2pented, and con-
demn us.  Tothe personal character of these converts,
I shall advert more parnticularly in a little.  In the
mean time, it is sufficientto remark, that in this respect
also, they will bear a comparison with any church
inchristendom, There are not more cases of church
discipline among them, than there are, among the most
rigid at home. And there are, perhaps, fur fewer who
make a profession of religion, while they continue to
live after the course of the world. Look at them in
whatever light you please, their conduct severely re-
bukes and condemns those whe have spent all their
lives in the midst of the m st distinguished priviieges,
and yet remain worldly nunded, and covetous, and in-
different about the things of cternity, and prayless, and
unreconciied to God.

But I should like to be a little more minute in de-
scribing what is going on amongst the heathen. 1
cannot, indeed, in one short hour, make you acquainted
with the proceedings of all the missionaries throughout
the world. Butinstead of glancing cursorily over the
whole, letus pause in our course for a little, and fix
our eyes more steadily upon one corner of the mission-
ary map. That part which 1 shall select is the South
Sea Islands. Most of you have heard something, ]
suppose, of the wondermul triumphs which the gospel
has obtained within the last thirty years in these isles
ofthe sea. I am confident, iowever, that you have not
as yet heard the hundredth part of the mighty works
which the Lord has wrought there.  One of the mis-
sionaries of the London Missionary Socicty, who has
spent eighteen or twenty years in these islands, re-
turned to England upon a visit a few years since. Be-
fore he returned to the scene of his former labors, he
published a narrative of his missionary eaterprizes in
the South Sea Islands. A great part of his time had
been occupied in conveying native Christians toislands
where the gospel was still unknown; in establishing
them there as missionaries; and visiting them and su-
perintending their labors, From his narrative, which
is one of overwhclining interest, we learn that the in-
habitants of these islands, although sunk to the lowest
depths of superstition and depravity, are exceedingly
anxious to receive the gospel,  About three years af:
ter he and another missionary had taken up their abode
at the island of Raiatea, where none but native teach-
ers had previously resided, a few individuals, from
another island, distant about three hundred and
fifty miles from it, having hcard that white men
had come from a far distant country to bring good
tidings to them, launched their canoe upon the deep,
and proceeded thither to liear more particularly about
the astonishing news which had reached them. As

the gospel had affected 1n that island, they put them.
selves under the instruction of the missonaries. In
three months time they returned home accompanied
by two native tcachers, to tell their relutives and
countrymen the wondrous things which they had
heard and seen,  Andn less than two months the de-
lightful intelligence reached Ratatea, that thew temples
had been all destroyed, and their idols cust away.
This ciccumstance awakened ther attention to the
duty of sending the gospel to other islands suil more
distant, A number of natives were from timeto tune
selected from the churches formed at this and other 1s-
lands. And these were conducted by the missiounary
of whom I have spoken, (Mr. Wiiliams,) to two other
groups of 1slands, the one distant six hundred, and the
other seventeen hundred or eightcen hundied mules,
trom their own. Wherever he went he was received
with joy. The poor degraded people welcomed hun
as if he had been a messenger sent from heaven. They
crowded around him with the most amazmng anxiety,
to shew him their respeet, to listen to lus story, aud
to entreat him for teachers. At one place, he says,
“a chief spent u day acd a mght with us, and was
exceedingly urgent that we should give hin a teacher,
and pressed his clann by assuring me that he would
focd him, and place himsclf under his instruction,
and make all bis people do the some.” Having no
teacher left, but having promised to bring lum one on
tus next visit, as soon as he returiied and Ins ship was
in sight, this cluef camo off 1o meet bim.  And his
first question, afier saluting him was, “where's my
missionary 3 1 have not forgetien your promise.”
“No more have 1,7 was the veply, “here he is”
When the native teacher was introduced to um, he
seized him with delight and saluted lum, with extra-
vagaut joy, ¢ cxclaiming, good, very good, I am hap-
py now.” Then he samd, “I must hasten back to
tell my peo, le the good news, that you have come, and
brought the promised nussionary.” After which he
“ stepped into his canoe, and sailed towards the shore,
shouting as he approached 1t, that Mr. W. had
brought them their missionary.” Tho firse of the
islands in the grovp he approached on this occa-
sion, was onc which he had not formerly visited.
On approaching it, a number of canoes came off to
him, in one of which some natives stood up and shout-
ed, “ we arc Christians, we are Christians, we are
waiting for a religion ship, to bring us some people
whom they call missionaries, to tell us about Jesus
Christ.” One young man now sprang on board, and
on learning that this was the “ship they were wait-
ing for,” he was highly delighted, and ordcered his peo-
ple to present them with all the food that was in their
canoe. He then asked for a missionary, but to his
deep regret was told that there was none to spare for
bim, Another individual at another istand, wlo had
obtained some slight kuowlcdge of the gospel, cx-
claimed, “now you are come for whom we huve been
waiting so long; where’s our teacher? give me &

soon as they landed and had seen the change which

C

man full of religion.”  “T'was truly grieved,” soys
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Mr. W, “at being compelled to tell him that I had
no missionary; on hearing this, he was affected al-
most to tears, and would scarcely believe me; for he
imagined that the vessel was full of missivnarics, and
that I could easily supply the demand.” Wherever
he went he found the people anxious to be instructed.
Every where they urged theic claim for hun to vi-
sit them, by suying, * our chapel is finished, and all
ws want is a missionary.” ¢ The new rehgion,” he
says, “was highly eatcemed by all classes: the de-
sire for missionarics was intense, and at many sta-
tions the people had erccted places of worship, before
they had any one to instruct them.” At one island
which he visited on his way, where some Methodist
missionaries had been laboring for some time, he
found a number of individuals who had left their wives
and families, their houses, and plantations, and had
come to reside there, because their chief threatened
them with death if they should embrace Christamty,
80 anxious were they to be instructed in the princt-
ples of the gospel.  The sticcess wineh attended the
labors even of those natve teaclers, whom Mr. W.
condurted to these islands, as might have been expect-
ed, wasexcecdingly great.  Atone of them, he learn-
ed on his return, after the death of the chief’s daugh-
ter, whom the heathen priests had done all in their
power to heal but were unable, “the people of several
districts came and cast their idols at the fect of the
teachers, and professed tl Ives worshippers of Je-
fiovah. During the week the rest followed; so that,
by the next Sabbath, not a professed idolater remained
in the whole island.  On the third Sabbath of Decem-
ber, just fifieen months after the teachers had landed
on their shores, they had the dehighiful satisfacuon of
seeing the whole of the inhabitants (fificen hundred or
two thousand,) convencd to worship the one Jiving
and troe God.” Three or four mouths afier this he
Janded amongst them the second tume.  The temples
were burned to the ground; the idols were in the pos-
session of the teachers, to be kept as trophies; alarge
chapel was erccted, neasly two hundred feet long, and
plastered, awaiting his arnival to open it; the Sab-
bath was regarded as a sacred day, no work of any
kind being done; all the people, men, wowmen, and
children, attended divine sesvice, and fumdy prayer
was very general throughout the island. ¢ Eighteen
wonths ago," he adds, “they were the wildest people
I had ever witnessed; now they had become mild,
and docile, diligent and kind.” No wonder that he
should feel delighted when he saw them assembled in
their new chapel on the following Sabbath, and him-
self proclaimed the glad tidings of great joy. It
was indeed,” he says, “a delightful sight to behold
fifieen hundred or two thousand, people, just emerged
from heathenism, of the most uncultivated appearance,
some with long beards, others decorated with gaudy
ornaments, but all Lehaving with the greatest decorum,
and attending, with glistening eyes, and open mouth,
to the wonderful fact that *God so loved the world! &c.
At our first visit, they were constantly killing and

even cating ane another, for they were cannibals; but
now they were all with one accord, bending their
knees together, in the worship of the God of peace and
love.” On this occasion an English missionary ac-
companied him, who was stationed at ouc of the is-
lands of this group, and who thus wrote to Mr. W,
concerning the island above named. ¢ They are di-
higent in learning, and numbers can read, Family
and private prayer is very gencral.”  And of another,
he says, “but two years ago this island was hardly
known to exist; the inhabitants did not know that
there was such good news as the gospel.  And now,
I scruple not to say, their regard to family and pri-
vate prayer equals whatever has been witnessed at
Taluti, and the ncighboring istands.  And when we
look at the means, it becomes more astonishing.  Two
native teachers, not particularly distingwished among
their countrymen for inteihigence, have been the in-
straments of effecting this wonderful change, and thut
before a single missionary had set his foot upon the
istand.” “T'he change which had taken place at the
other group of islands upon Mr. W.'s second visit,
was cqually great and stnkmg.  In that place where
he had left two teachers, the king, his brother, the
principal chiefs, and nearly all the inhabitants of their
settlement had embraced Chinstiamty; they had erest-
ed a chapel which would accommodate six hundred or
seven hundred people, and 1t was always full; the
gospel had been introduced into more than thirty vil-
luges in this and an adjoining islond; und the great
body of the people only waited for s arrival to re-
nounce their licatien system.  This my bicthren is
but a specimen of the general result which followed the
labors of onc preacher, and a few native converts.
Would that we saw such an intense anxiety for the
gospel prevailing amongst ourselves, such an hunger-
g and thirsung after righteousness, that men would
flock around ministers, as if they were angels sent
from God, and listen to their tidings with all the
earnesiness of those who are in quest of pardon and
cternal Iife.  But alas! it is far otherwise: ye care-
less, listless, hearers: ye who are diowsy, or heedless
while in church, and who are kept from public wor-
ship by every trifling excuse; and ye who ore slume
bering in carnal sccurity, who will nesther be allured
nor drven from your spiritusl tranquillity; let all
such as have never read the Bible, nor listened to the
orcaching of the word, with intense anxicty; not
sought the favor of God, as onc seeking for invaluable
treasures; take a lesson from these once benighted hea-
then. If you do not specdily seck wisdom as one
sceking for silver, they shall rise up in judgment with
you aud condemn you.
(To Le continued )
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A RUINBD CITY.~—PETRA.

A RUINED CITY.—PETRA.

Petra, the excavated city, the long lost capital of
Edom, in the seriptuves and profane writings, in eve-
ry language in which its name occurs, signifies a
rock, and through the shadows of its early history, we
learn that its inhubitants Jived in natural clefis ¢ ex-
cavations made in the sohd rock. Desolate as it now
is, we have rcason to beheve that 1t gocs back to the
time of Esan, the fatl.er of Edom;’ that princes, and
dukes, eight successive kings, and again along line
of dukes, dwelt there before any king reigned in Is-
rael; and we recognize it trom the carliest ages, as
the central point to which came the caravans from the
interior of Arabia, Persia, and India, laden with ail
the precious commnodities of the East, and from which
these commodities were distributed through Egypt,
Palestine, and Syria; and all the countries bordering
oa the Meduterranean, even Tyre and Sidon deniving
their purple and dyes from Petra. Eight hundred
years betore Christ, Amaziah, the king of Judea,
‘slew of Iidom, in the valley of Salt, ten thousand
and took Sclah (the Flebrew name of Petra) by war.!
Three hundred years afier the last of the prophers,
and nearly a century before the Christian era, the
tking of Arabia, issued from his palace at Peira, at
the head of fifty thousand men, horse and foot, enter-
ed Jerusalem, and uniting with the Jews, pressed the
siege of the lemple, which was only raised by the ad-
vancc of the Rumans; and in the beginning of the sc-
cond century, thongh its independence was lost, Petra
was still the capital of a Roman province. Alterthat
time it rapidly declmed, its tustory became more ob-
scure; for more than a thousand years st was com-
pletely lost to the civilized world ; and until its disco-
very by Burkhardt in 1812, except to the wandering
Bedouns, 1ts very site was unknown.

And this was the city at whose door I now stood.
In a few words, this ancient and extraordinary city is
sitnated within a natural ampiitheatre of 1two or tree
miles in circumference, encompassed on all sides by
rugged mountains five or six hundred feet in height.
The whole of this area is now a waste of ruiuns, dwell-
ing houses, palaces, temples, and trimmphal arches,
all prostrate together m undistinguishable confusion.
The sides of the mountains are cut smouth, in a per-
pendicular condition and filled with long and conti-
nued ranges of dwelling houses, temples, and tomnbs,
excavated with vast labour out of the solid reck; and:
whiletheir summits present nature 1n her wildest and
most savage form, their bases are adorned with all
the beauties of architecture and art, with columns, and
porticos, and pediments, and ranges ot corridores, ¢n-
during as the mountuins out of which they are hewn,
and fresh as if the work of a gencration had scarcely
yet gone by.

In front of the great temple, the pride and beauty of
Petra, of which more hereafler, I saw a narrow open-
ing in the rock exactly corresponding with mmy con-
ception of the object of which I was secking. “A full
stream of water was gushing through it, and filhng
up the whole mouth of the passage. “Mounted on the
shoulders of one of my Bedouins I got him to carry
me through the swollen stream at the opening, and
set me down on a dry place a litle above, whence 1
began to pick my way, occasionally taking to the
shoulders of my follower, and continued to advance
more than a mile. I was, beyond all peradventure,
in the great entrance I was seeking. There could not
be two such,and I should have gone on to the extreme
eng of the ravine, but my Bedouin suddenly refused
me the further use of his shoulders. He had been
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now positively refused to go any further, and in fact,
turned about himeelf. I was anxious to proceed, but
I did not like wading up to my knees in the water, nor
did I feel very resolute to go where I might expose
mysclf to danger as he seemed to intimate.

While I was hesitating, another of my men came

running up the ravine, and shorily afier him Paul and
the shiek, breathless with haste, and crying in Jow
euttarals, ‘El Arab! El Arab!? The Arsbs! The
Arabs! This was enough for me. 1 had heard so
much of El Arab that I had brcome nervous. It was
lthe the ery of Dehilah e the ears of the sleeping
Sampson.—* The Philistines be upon thee.’ At the
oither end of the ravine thete was an encampment of
the El Alowmns, and tie shielr baving due regard to
my communication about money matters, had shun-
ned this entrance to avuid bringing me this horde ot
tnbute gatherers for a participation in the spoils.
Without any disposition to cxplore farther, I turned
towards the city ; and it was now that 1 began to feel
the powerful and indehible impression that must be
produced on enteiing, throngh this mountainous pas
sage, the excavated ey ot Petra.
Forabout two miles it lies between high and preci-
pitaus ranges of rocks from five hundred to a thousand
teetin height, standing as it torn asunder by some
areat convulsion, and barely wide enough for two
horsemen to pass abreast. A swelling stream rushes
between them ; the summits are wild and broken; in
some places overhanging the opposite sides, casting
the darkness of night upon the parrow defile; then
receding and forming an opering above, through
which a strong ray of light is thrown down, and 1llu-
minates with the blaze of day the friglnful chasm
below.

Wild fig-trecs, oleanders, and ivy, were growing
out of the rocky sides of clifis hundreds of feet above
our heads, the eagle was screamning above us; all
along were the duors open of tombs, forming the great
Necropolis of the city; and at the extreme end was a
larze openspace, witha powerful body of light thrown
down upon it, and exhibiting in cne full view, the fa-
cad~ of a beautitul temple hewn out of the rock, with
rows of Corinthian coltinns and ornaments standing
out fresh and clear asf but yesterday from the hands
of the sculptor. Though coming directly irom the
banks of the Nile, where the pieservation oof the tem-
plesexcites the admiration and asionishment of every
traveller, we were roused and exeited by the extraor-
dinary beauty and exc~Hent condition of the temple
at Petra.

Even in coming on it as we did, at disadvantage, I
remember that Paunl who was a passionate admirer of
the arts, when he first obtained a glimpse of it, invo-
luntarily cried out, and moving on to the front with a
vivacity I ncversaw him exhibit before or atterwaids,
clasped his hands and shouted in ecstacy. To the
last day of our being together he was in the habit of
referring to s exlraor«Tinary fit of enthusiasm when
lie first came upon that temple; and I can well imag-
ine that, entering by this narrow defile, with the feel-
ings roused by its extraordinary and romantic wild-
ness and beauty, the first view of that superb facede
must produce an cftect which could never pass away.
Even now that I have returned to the pursuits and
thought-engressing incidents of a life in the buSiest
city in the world, often in situations as widely differ-
ent aslight fromn darkness, I see before me the facade
of that temple—neither the Coliseum at Rome, grand
and interesting as it is, nor the ruins of the Acropolis
at Athens, nor the Pyramids, nor the temples of the
Nile, are so often present to my memory.

Leaving the temple and the open area on which it

sometime objucting and begging me to return, and

fronts, and following the stream, we cntered another
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defile much broader than the first, on each side of
which were ranges of tombs, with sculpured doors
and columns, and on the J«ft, in the bosom of the moun-
tains, hewn out of the solid rocks, is a large theatre,
circular in form, the prltas in front fallen, and con-
taining thirty three rows of seats, capable of conmain-
ing more than three thousand persons. Abave the
corridor was a range of doors opening to chambers
jn the rock, the seats of the princes and wealthiest in-
hahitanis of Petra, and not unlike a row of private
boxes in a modern theatre,

‘The whole theatre is at this day in such a state of
preservation, that if the tenants of the tomb could once
more rise into life, they might take their places on its
seas, and listen 1o the declamation of their favourite
player. To me the stillness of a ruined city is no
where so impressive as when sitting on the steps of its
theatre; once thronged with the gay and pleasure
seeking, but now given up to ao)im(gic and desolation.
Day afierday these seats have been filled, and the now
silent racks have echoed to the applauding shouts of
thousands; and little could an sncient Edomite imag-
inedhat asolitary stranger from a then unknown world
should one day be wandering among the ruins of hi»
proud and wonde ful ey, meditating upon the fate of
a race thut hes for ages passed away. ‘Whereare ye,
inhabitants ofthis desotate city 7 you whoonce sat ou
the seats of this theatre, the young, the bigh born, the
beautiful, and brave—who once rejoiced in your rich-
es and power, and lived as if there was no grave 1—
where are ye now? Even, the very tombs, whose
open doors are stretiched away in long ranges before
the eyes of the wanderingtraveller, cannol reveal the
mystesy of your doom; vour dry bones are gone, the
robbers have invaded your graves, and your very
ashes have heen swept away to make room for the
wandering Arab of the desert.

But we need not stop at the days when a gay popu-
lation crowded this theatre. In the earliest periods of
recorded time, long before this theatre was built, and
Jong-before the tragic muse was known, a great city
stood here. When Esau, having sold bis binh-right
for amess of pottage, came to his portion amung the
mountains of Seir, and Edom growing in power and
strengih, became presumptuous and havghty,until, in
her pride, when Israel prayed a passage through her
country, Edom said vnto Israel, * Thou shalt not Xass
by me, lest I come out against thee with the sword.’

Amid all the terrible denunciationsagainst the land
of Idumea, ® her cuies and the inhabiants thereof,”
this proud city among the rocks, doubtless for its ex-
traordinary site, was always marked as a subject of
extraordinary vengeance; ‘I bave sworn by myself
saith the Lord, that Bozrah (the strong or fortified
city) shall become a_desolation, a reprcach, and a
wasle,and a curse, ang all the cities thereof shall be a
perpetual waste. Lo, I will make thee small among
the heathen, and despised among men. Thyterrible-
ness hath deceived thee, and the prideof thy heart, vh
thou that dwellest in the clefls of :he rocks, thou that
holdest the height of the hill, theugh thou sheuldest
make thy nest as high as the ca§le, T will bring thee
down from thence, saith the Lord." ¢ They shall calt
the nobles thereof to the kingdom, but nvne shall be
there, and all her princes shall be nothing, and thorns
shall come upin her palaces, neftles and brambles in
her fortresses thereof, and it shall be a habitation for
dragons, and a court for owls.

I would that the skeptic could s'and, asI did among
the ruins of this city among the rocks, and there open
the sacred book and read the words of the inspired
peaman writen when this desolate place was one of
the greatest cities in the world: I'see the scofferarrest-

quaking with fear, as the ruined city cries out to him
in a voice loud and powerful as thatof the risen from
the dead. Though he would not believe Moses and
ihe prophets, he believes the hand writing of God
himselt, in the desolalion and eternal ruin around
him.—From incidents of Travel in Arabia, Egypt,
and the Holy Land.—By an Awmerican, -

From the Lritish Magazinc.
SONNET ON PETRA.

Petra haoth fullen! Vanlsh'd is her powee 5

And In the summit of her airy crest,

The toding owl skulks hooting to its neat,
The sculptured shrite, the imperishable tower,
The carved monument, the rocky bower,

Where beauty, sheltered from the sun, sought rest,

Proud in their glory, but by Heaven unblest,
Have crouched before the dark prophetic hour.
Her gardens, once the high-Lorn matden's pleasure,
Hee serchants' honies, high-picd with orfeat treasure,
Are veil'd by briars and nestles 5 in her wells
And desert pulaces the scorpion dwells 4
And why 1 She scorn’d the great Creatos’s rod,
Aund learnt that nuan ts man, and God is God,

THE PAST YEAR,

We have now reached the close of another year,
The season calls us to indulge in retrospect.
Were the period now closed utterly perished—
were it passed away into entire and irrecoverable
oblivion, never more to exert any influence upon
our well-being~we might deliberately resolve to
think of it no more, even as & dream when one
awaketh. Buttimne past, to such beings as we are,
does not thus sink into the bosom of annihilation,
It passes, but it does not perish. It revolves, but
our yesterdays are imperishably linked with our
to-days. The portions of the extending circle,
which to a careless eye may seem to have vanish-
ed, as the hues of a faded rainbow, will again be
revived, and reflect their shadows for good or evil,
over our whole immortal being,

Time, mysterious, undefineable thing '~when
viewed only in reference to our physicalnature,isre-
presented to us by continuous motion, measured out
by successive instants, and speeding on to its final
termination. Theshadow onthe sundial shewsits
never slackening course. Days, months, years,
ages, are fractions of itscareer. But the motions
of lifemay serve as a time measurer, as well ag the
motions of the spheres. The heart,in a state of
health, beats about 4000 times an hour : it were
easy to number its throbsin a life of threescore
years and ten. We breathe about 840 times in

ed, bis cheel pale, his lip quivering, and his heant

the hour; it would be easy to number the respira-
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THB PAST YEAR,

tions of tho longest life. If the sum should

scem great, the rapidity of succession will vivify

our idea of the hastening end, But these physica!

measures convey only an imperfect idea of time

as it appertains to a reasonable and accountable

being. By him it must be computed not by the
course of the sun or the beating of his pulse, but
by the current of his thoughts, by the play of his
affections, by the nature and variety of his actions.

Were it possible for & hutnan being to hive without

thought, as happensin the state of sleep, centuries
would seem only as an instant. On the other
hend by quickening the succession of thought and
emotion,whole centuries of being may becompress-

ed within the space of an hour. Tins remarkable
fact is experienced by persons in extreme bodily
puin or mental anguish. A moment scems as a
day, a night as a period that will never come to an
end :—¢ When shatl I arise and the night be gone?
1 am full of tossings to and fro unto the dawning of
theday 7’ was the language of an afilicted man.
In such a condition the soul is quickened to the
greatest intensity of perception ; its pangs become
as it were infinitely divisible, and a thousand
thoughts and sentiments are associated with cach,
nntil the hour of the hapless sufferer appears clon-
gated to an age. The same effect is produced by
any cause that arouses the mind to intense activity;
while every thing that represses this activity im-
pairs our conciousness of the lapse of time, The
poor enervated savage of the torrid zone, incapable
of thought, except in the fecble trains that are
connected with his feeble appetites, will sit gazing
vacantly around him for a whole day, and at even

ing is scarcely conscious that the day has passed.
For the same reason infancy and youth usually
leave behind them few impressions ; it is a period
of light-hearted thoughtlessness—a day dream of
flitting fancies gliding in tranquillity and ending
in repose and oblivion—and memory tries in vain
to unravel the golden tissue of its dream. Noris
this oblivious thoughtlessness confined to youth.
Multitudes never emerge fromit, Alno period of
their life can they give any tolerable account even
of the past day. The transactions of the busy
world, the fate of nations, the revolutions of opi-
nion, the mortality occurring iu the circle of thew
friendship, have all passed unheeded, and of time
departed they can give little account. Like blind
men on u journey they have travelled far, but have
observed nothing. If wisdom be the grey haire
unto men the years of Methusaleth might roll
over such, and they would be children still. Be

ings endued with reason must measure life less by
the iapse of time than by the progression ofthought:

2

their advancement in age. The yearsin which no
progress has been made in fulfilling the ends of our
moral and intellectual being cannot be reckoned to
their account. They arc as the hours spent in
sleep, but without the innocence of sleeping hours
—four wasted hours that bring no improvement bring
guilt,  What they might have bronght and did
not ig the measure of that guilt, and will be the
measure of the time-destroyer’s condemnation be-
fore God,

When we speak of progress in thought as one
of the important ends of vur being it must be ob-
vious thatall sorts of thought do not equally fulfil
that end. Many of our trains of thought are con-
nected with the present hfe alone, with its toils
and wants and appetites, and have no connection
whatever with the permanent and highest mode of
our being. It 18 possible to live a busy and even
thoughtful life, and yet never think at all, in the
only sense in which thought can be truly ascribed
to an accountable and immortal creature. What
multitudes are in this predicament! Whatever
mental activity is required for the routine of their
every days occupation they promptly cxert. Ob-
serve themn plying their manual task, or pursuing
the exchanges of the market-place—how keen and
penetrating they are in every thing affecting their
temporal interests! Were the endowments that
distinguish man conferred only to guide him to
greater skill and dexterity in the mechanical arte,
or in agriculture, or in the varied transactions of
social intercourse, it might be offirmed of not a
few, that in their thoughtfulness and care and in-
dustry, their faculties were fully and rightly em-
ployed. But this, though a subordinate use, is not
the proper and noblest employment of our intellect-
ualpowers. To expend all thought on temporal
things is the highest folly of an immortal being.
Oh when shall we be convinced that this world is
uot ours, that all occupations connected with it are
but temporary, that its plcasures are only the plea-
sures of a journey, as are also its cares, When
shalt we feel that the soul is the proper glory of
man, that its interests should absorb all our
thoughts, 1ts guardianship engross our supreme
concern, The day, the year, is ruinously lost in
which these are neglected. If we should be in-
sensible of this momentous truth our case is only
the more mournful and perilous. What multitudes
are in this miserable condition—their eternal well-
being in the most imminent jeopardy and yet they
dreain on in the most treacherous repose.

Lest weshould be wrapt upin thia fatal delusion,
it is suitable, at the close of another year, to exam-
e the prevailing complexion of our sentiments

more by their advancement in true wisdom than by

3,d pursuits during its progress, 1t will be ad-
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mitted that these should always bear the stamp of
our religion, for then only can they be right and
pleasing in the sight of God, Religion is the su-
preme love and habitual reverence of God and our
Lord Jesus Christ, implanted 1 the soul by the
grace of his own spirit, constantly nourished by
his word and ordinaunces, and bringing Yorth the
fruits of' rightcousness which are through Jesus
Christ to the praise and glory of God. Prayeris
its breath ; grateful praisc the throbbing of its
heart ; the divine word its sustenance ; doing goud
its motion ; the light of the divine countenance its
juy s heaven the attracting centre of its hopes and
aspirations ; its refined und genial glow riscs with
the first thoughts of morning ; 1ts benegn influ-
ence is diffused around the circle of our peculiar
attachments ; it preserves integrity spotless in the
transactions of the world, aud enables conscience
to whisper peace to us in the review of the day.
Though some of the rubbish of the old nature re-
main, the new rises up in beauty above ity and pro-
claims whose workmanship it is, and by what pow-
er it continues to hveand zrow, Enquire, reader,
with the most earnest solicitude, whether, and to
what extent, these religious affections have pre-
vailed, and these pursuits have been followed, in
the year that las now passed. For unless these
have predominated you have sustuincd 2 loss that
you cannot estimate, and incurred a guilt that you
cannot by any future conduct remove or cancel.
If the past year has not been a period of advance-
ment in your religious course you have sustained
other detriment besides the loss of a large fraction
of your mortalbeing. Isit a small evil that you
Jiave suffered habits of thoughtlessness and inat

tention to sacred things to become more inveterate
by another year’s continvance 2—that you were
fourd in the house of God and on the last Sabbath
of the year mote indifferent to spiritual exercises,
aud less moved with the prospect of a coming
eternity, than you were when the year began? If
the Christian, who is simply not conscions that e
has made any perceptible progress in the hic of
God, is filled with bitter 2nd penitential thoughts,
what should be your state of mind who are con-
acious that you have madeabackward movement,
and that the year by which your coming span of
life is abridged has involved you more deeply in
the meshes of the world! Oh that the dirge of
the departed year might arouse you to reflection,
and persuade you to enter on a course of life, that
shall be, in all its parts, a preparation for eternity,

To render more impressive the voice of warning
that the departed year is uttering, be persanded to
look back on it with narrower inspection, You
have enjoyed its 52 Sabbaths—days separated by

the express command of God from the cares and
duties of ordinary life, and speciaily devoted to
your spiritual improvement. \What report have
they carried to the throne of God ? What ime
pression have they left behind upon your owncha-
racter ?

*Tis ercatly wisc to talk with our past hotes

And sk them what seport they bure to icaven s
Auwd how they might have horne shore welcome news,

Between their report to God and their impression
upon yourselves there is an exact correspondence.
"Tie Sabbath profaned, or in any way nusimproved,
15 not simply a sin in the sight of God, butitise
moral injury inthieted on yourselves,  \Who can tell
how great that injury may be? When you are
able to estimate the benefit of a single impression
of divine truth vpon the heart—its all-enduring
cffects upon the character aud happiness of him
who is blessed to receive it—then, and only then,
will you be able to judge what hasbeen lost, The
Sabbath is the scason when such impressions are
1 a peculiar sense promised to us 3 but the profa.
nation of the day nullifies the promise, or rather
presents a condttion in winchits fulfilment becomes
unpossible~—~for God will not bless any of his crea-
tures while they arc acting in open contempt of
lis authority. It is not beyond the reach of pos-
sibihity that these remarks may be perused by one
wdwidual whose eternal well-being has been peril-
led and lost on the Sabbaths of the departed year !
At its commencement some concern for hig spiritu-~
al improvement subsisted in his heart—feeble in-
deed as the smoling fl2x, but properly fanned might
have riseninto a flame.  Ilad the ordinances of the
sacred day been duly regarded, aconverting energy
ught have been communicated through them.
What a momentous change might have been
wrought—a change from death to life—a transi-
tion—the most important that an immortal being
can cver make—from the kingdom of darknessinto
the kingdom of God’s dear Son. But Sabbath in-
stitutions being neglected bis original character has
undergone no change, Nay, the general respect
for rehigion that he seemed to entertain at the
commencement of the year has become much les s
distinct ; lus spiritual unconcern has become nior »
inveterate ; his moral nature, grown more harden=
ed, presents fewer points on which remedial means
wight operate ; enveloped 1 thicker mists of pre-
judice and error he is less accessible to persuasion
and argumient ; united to ungodly connections in
closer intimacy, and enthralled to the pleasures and
pursuits of the world by heavier chains, he is more
hopclessly the captive of Satan than ever he was
before. e hasreached the point where the means
of religion cease to affect him, at which alienation
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from God has become an immutable sentiment,

I'his is only a particular instance of what is frc-
quently witnessed in regard to the habitual ascend-
ancy of particular affections.  We daily sce men

so much enslaved to sensuality that we would as

soon hope to see u groat {ly through the air, as to
geethem ahandon their pollutions,  When habits
of avarice become deeply rooted in a man, all expe-
rience leads us to conclude that they will become
more deeply engrained—that hand and heart will
relax their grasp only in death, Irrcligion, com-

prehending the whole class of' antispintual afiec-
tions, hos & similar tendency to render itselt immu-
table, and this point multitudes, we have reason to
fear, have reached, during the year now closed.

Their hardened hearts will never again experience
the tender meltings of contrition ; they will rever
wore be capable of a pure and elevated devotion,

many Subbaths may return to themin coming years,
but they will never know what meancth the Sab-
bath's rest.  Their deep slumber of spiritual death
will not be broken by any sound less terrific than
the last trumpet of the archangel, and the pro-
nouncing of an irrevocable sentence justly appro-
priate to the immutable character they have fram.
ed.—CGod alone knows wheilier the day of grace
is passed to any who shall peruse these remarks.
A few years hence and ull will be known, DBut be
persuaded, O reader, to open your eyes on those
symptoms in your spiritual condition that ghould
alatm your fears. It isan unfavorable omen when
youth has passed away in spiritual slumber—for
during this period of comparative innocence and
gensibility fewer obstacles to the implantation of
religion in the soul exist ; but should religious
slumber extend itself also throughout the period of
manhood, even to the commencing winter of age—
ab, how oppressed must be the hope, that the averse-
ness to Godshall ever be taken away. Were any one
to affirm conversion, even in such a case, impossi

ble, it might be said to him “ye do err, not knowing
the Scriptures, or TiE rowsr or Gop; and yei were
any onc to affirmin reference to such, that the hope
of their conversion was bright and encouraging,
he might justly be charged with forgetfulness of
that grand law in the nature of man, by which our
repeated acts aud sentiments become habits, and
our habits become an immutable natere. « Can the
Ethiopian change his skin or the leapard his spots 1
then may they also do guod that are accustomed to
do evil”

These remarks have pressed themselves upon our
pttentions in connection with the neglected Sab-
baths of the departed year, because the Sabbath
and religion are intimately associated in all our
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appropriation of time, our scrutiny must extend
beyond the Sabbath, since piety is an attribute of
character, and must, 1" 1t really exist, pervade and
mamlest itselt’ throughout ail tine, and in every
place,  On the Sabbath indeed—in the sanctuary
of God, it breathes in its own pure and peculiar ele-
ment  But its hfe and breuth cannot be confined
to this element : a religionso confined would evince
atemporary naturc and an carthly origin ; it would
resumble the motion produced i 2 dead Jimb by
extrancous cxcitement, not the native activity of
the hiving frame flowing from the inherent stitnulus
of Life.  The soul in which true piety exists isani-
mated by the same affections on the week-day 08
on the Sabbath-day. Other externul engagements
way compel 1ts attention and occupy its time, but
they cannot alter its nature, or change the current
of its affections, or dethrone the object of its su-
preme veneration andlove.  Instead of the busi-
ness of life destroying our religion, tint business,
by our constant acting for the glory of God, is con-
verted into so many acts of religion. For every
action of the moral being assumes the character of
the motve 1 which 1t originates—ainl Paul labor-
g in the tubrication of tents that he might not be
burdensoe to the churches displayed as much of
the moral sublune, as when he reasoned before the
licentious king, of righteousness, temperance,anda
judgement to come. Iis ruling passion—a holy
determination to preach the gospel of the grace of
God—was the same: the external act only was
different, because circumstances, in the providen.
tal appointment of God, created the diversity.
Examne, reader, the general appropriation of your
time by these principles. If your worldly occupa-
tions are pursued with a holy submissiou to Ilis
will, who has appointed your cendition in life ; if
you are emulous to excel in them, because excel-
lence in tself is praiseworthy and commendatory
of your Christian vocation ; if you pursue the paths
that Jead to success, not to gratify a vainambitious
pride, but to muke the distinctions that suecess
brings the means of a more extended usefulness to
your fellow creatures ; it indeed you habitually re-
member that the scenes you are now passing
through, the oljects that now engage you, are
mainly important as they afford scope for the de.
velopement of your character as a child of God,
and a subject of the government of God—then do
these sentiments impress upon all your actions the
stamp of religion, the tenor of your week-day con-
duct possesses the same essential character as the
acts of your Sabbath-day worship, and your life is,
in allats feelings and acts, an oblation unto the
Lord. To what extent this has been your study

thoughts, But in every review of the religious

and attainment during the past year, it becomes



24

you now seriously to enquire. Inso far as you
have fallen short of this, you have failed to fulfil
the purpose of your being ; and the instances of
your deficiency, will not only prove hindrances i
your future career, but recorded in the book of
omaiscience, they will coustitute the measure of
thacscatence which the Judge of all will pronounce
upunyou.

It isindeed one of the melancholy circumstances
of our condition, that these scasons of serious re-
view are, for the most part, seasons of self-upbraid-
ing. \We are too often conscious—painfully con-
scious—that we have fallen far short, not only of
what we ought to have dane, but even of what we
seriously intended, and attempted to accomplish.
How many of ourschemes of self improvement and
usefulness, turn out in the retrospect, nothing bet-
ter than unprofitable dreams ! Even when suc
cess has crowned exertion, how often is the har-
vest dust, when hope promised pearls! Ofall
the actions recorded iu the memory of the past
year, how many can we find respecting which we
could venture into the presence of God, and say,
these have been well and perfectly donc 7 Let us
not be tnderstood to deny that some may be found
sweet in remembrance—actions wronght 1n God
and for God—immortal fruns of the spirit that
shall endure in freshness and fragrancy,

4 When the sun is darknces, and the stars are dust,®?
let it not be thought that we deay that every
child of God is the subject of changes, and the
doer of works, the blessed influence and reward of
which will be felt throughout the whole range of
his deathless being. DBat this assurance is unac
companied with boasting, or self- gratulation; it is
not incompatible with feclings of the deepest seif-
abasement, and the heartfelt utterance of peniten-
tial emotion, “I am an unprofitable servant.” The
enlightened believer, even in the brightest moments
of hope auad joy. disclaims every pretensionto me-
7it and persomal worth. Ifin aught his time has
been well employed, he acknowledges that it was
through the grace of God ; if the talents entrusted
to him bave been well-improved, he confesses that
he has nothing that he did not reccive ; if'in aught
his heart upbraid Lim, he casts himselfat the foot
of the throne on which the Mediator sits, and is
assured that his plea of mercy will notbe urged in
vein. Inlooking forward to daysand years that
may yet be granted to him, he indulges no hope of
safety ot of uscfulcess except that which rests on
the promised grace of God, communicated to
him, by momentary impulscs aslifeis, and display-
ing itself in the constant actings of faith and hope
in which he patiently waits until the day of the
revelation of Jesus Christ. OMEGa.

BCCLBSIASTICAL INTRLLIGENCE,

ECCLESIASTICAL INTRLLIGENCE,

PRFESDYTERY OF UHAMILTON,

An ordinary mecting of this Presbytery was held
at Hawmilton, on the 10th jnstant.  The members pre~
sent were, the Rev. Messrs. Smith, Stark, Gale, Mc-
Kenzie, Meclntosh, and Gardiner, ministers, and Mr.
Alexander Fee, tuling clder.

The minutes of last ordinary mecting were read
and approved of, as also the minutes of a meeting pro
re nate held at Hamilton, on the 23th of August, at
which the Presbytery having found that the congre-
gations of Woodstock, and Stratford-on-Avon, in the
London District, were prepared to choose a pastor,
made the necessary arrangements for moderating in
a call from these churches, and of a meeting pro re
nale held at Niagara, on the 25th of September, in re-
ference to a call received by Mr. McGill to a church
in Glasgow. A report of the proceedings of Presby-
tery in this case has already been widely circulated
through the Newspaper press, and need not be heve
inserted.

The Presbytery called for the veport of the commit-
tee appointed at last ordinary mecting, to visit the
Preesbyterian settlas in the township of Puslinch, and
Mr. Stark having reported verbally that the committee
had fulfitled the instructions of Presbytery in this re-
spect, & memorial was given in and read, signed by
Mr. John MacFarlan, as president of the commitee
of maunagers appointed on thic Ist instant, at & gencral
eeting of the Presbyterian sctlersin Puslinch. From
this document it appeared that there ave in this town-
ship 81 familics, comprising 331 souls, desirous to as-
socinic themsclves as u congregation, aund to obtain
the ministration of the gospel under the Presbytery of
Hamilion; that 49 of these familics speak the Gaslic
language, and 35 the English; and that among them
there are G5 individuals in full communion with the
chureh, and many others anxious to be admitted as
wiembers. The ment srizl farther stated that £62. 5. 0.
had already been subscribed to be paid annually for
the support of a minister, who should officiatc in
Gaclic and English, and that scveral heads of families
had not bad an opportunity of subscribing when the
memorial was drawn up; -that considerable aid was
expected from the Presbyterian settless of Beverly and
Nassagaweya, to whom it was anderstood the minis.
ter’s services would Ue extended; and that the mamo-
rialists inter:ded to clear a portion of the 100 acre
glebe they posscss for the benefit of the minister.  The
memorial concluded by cntreating the Presbytery to
take the destitute state of these scttlements into consi-
derazion, and endeavour 1o oblain n suitable minister
for them. It was also intimated to the Presbytery
that Mr. Peter McLaren, M. James Gregor, and Mr.
Archibald McMaster, had been regularly nominated
as suitable persons for the ¢ldership in Puslineh, but
that they were not in attendance for examination.
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ECCLRBSIASTICAL INTRLLIGENCE, 25
tive of the actunal working of the present system of
common schools, and of the means of its improve.
ment.  After some discussion, Mr. Stark's request
was agreed to, and the Presbytery enjoined that state-
ments to the above effect, be transmitted to Mr. Stark,
by the several members, within two months of this
date, in order that u full veport may be prepared and
laid Lefore the Presbytery at next ordinary mecting,

The Presbytery had under consideration the state
of those places within their bounds which are desti-
tue of a seuled ministry, and have special claims
on the attention of the Presbytery.  Afier delibera-
tion, the Presbytery resolved, that the more speedy es-
tablishment of scttled pastors, the better observancs

The Presbytery having considered the whole cir-
cumstances of the case, appointed Messrs. Smith,
Stark, Gale, and Fee, a committce to superintend the
organizing of the Presbyterian inhabitants of Pus-
linch and its vicinity as a congregation, and to take
all such steps as they may deem proper for promoting
their religious interests and the settlement of a minis-
ter amongst them.  The Presbytery further appointed
said committee to meet at Hamilton, on the first day
of November, at 12 o'clock, noon, to take trial of the
qualifications of the above named individuals nominat.
cd for the eldership, with authority, if they see meet,
to proceed to Puslinch for their ordination according
to the laws of the church, as also to make up a roll

of communicants, and to dispense the snerament of the
Lord's Supper there, and to report their diligence
herein at next ordinary meeting.

The Presbytery farther agreed to recommend to
the committee of managers at Puslinch, to endeavour
without delay, to obtain the co-operation and support
of the Presbyterian settlers of Beverly and Nassaga-
weya, in applying for and supporting a minister, with
the assurance that the Presbytery will transmit their
united application for a minister 10 any socicty or min-
ister in Scotland, connected with this Church, to
whom they may agree to entrust the choosing of their
minister, and enforce such application by every means
in their power.

Mr. McKenzie laid upon thetable a eall, and bond
for stipend, from the united congregations of Wood-
stock, and Stratford-on-Avon, in favour of Mr. Daniel
Allan probationer, and reported that he had moderat-
ed atthe clection of Mr. Allan, according to the ap-
pointment of Presbytery, and that the greatest unani
mity prevailed among the people in giving the cali.
The Prestytery found that the calt had been proceed-
¢din, in an orderly manner, and concurred in the same,
and Mr. Allan having appeared and professed his
readiness to undergo the usual trials in order to ordi.
nation, the Presbytery prescribed the ordinary picces
of trial, and resolved to meet at Stratford on the 20th
of November next, and to proceed to his ordination
on the 2Ist, provided his trials prove satisfactory to
them, and no valid objection to his settlement is offer-
ed. Mr. Gardiner of Fergus, was appointed to preach
and preside at the ordination, Mr. Bayne of Galt, to
address the minister, and Messrs. McKenzie and
Stark, to address the people in Gaclic and English re.
spectively.
" "The Presbytery then took up the subject of com-
mon school education, which was under consideration
at & former mecting, and on which 2 committee of
Presbytery was appointed 2o collect information and
report.  Mr. Stark stated on behalf of this committee,
that they were not yet prepared to submit a fonnal
report, and that they were desirous before doing so,
of obtaining from each member, & written statement
of his views on the subject, with such facts and sug-

and improvement of the Lord's day, and the spiritual
welfare of the members of the church are likely to be
promoted, by organizing congregations in such places,
and ordaining suitable persons as ruling elders amongst
them, and the Presbytery accordingly appoiuted Messrs,
McKenzie and Allan, to visit St. ‘I'homas, Eckfrid,
and Mosa, Williams, London, and Lobo; Messrs.
Bayne and Gardiner, to0 visit Woolwich and Brant-
ford; Messrs. Stark and Gale, to visit Saltfleet, Bin-
Lrook, Grimsby, and Caledonia, York and Cayugs, on
the Grand River; Messrs. McGill and Mclntosh, to
visit St Catharines and Dunnville, with instructions
to preach at these places respectively ; to ascertaw the
number of members in full communion, and, if they
find itexpedient, to superintend the election of suitable
persons, whom the Presbytery, after trial, may ap-
point over them as ruling clders, and to report their
diligence in fulfiiling these appointments, at next ordis
nary mecting. :
The Preshytery, in compliance with the injunction
of Synod, appointed Mr. Gale as corresponding mem-
ber to the Presbytery of Toronto, and their next ordi-
uary meeting to be held at Hamulton, on the second
Wednesday of January, at nin¢ o'clock, A. M.

TRESBTTERY OF BAMILTON.

An ordinary mecting of this Presbytery was hald
at Hamilton, on Wednesday, the 9th instant. The
members present were, the Rev. Mr. Gardiner of
Fergus, Moderator, Mr. Macgill of Niagara, Mr.
Ross of Aldhorough, Mr. Smith of Guelph, Mr. Stark
of Ancaster and Dundas, Mr. Gale of Hamilton, Mr,
McKenzie of Zotra, Mr. Mclntosh of Thorold, and
Mr. Ferguson of Esquessing, correspondent from the
Presbytery of Toronto, ministers, and Mr. James Mec-
Intyre of Hamilton, ruling clder.

The Presbytery having been constituted by prayer,
the minutes of Iast ordinary meeting and of an intér-

gestions as cach may be cnabled to present, illustra-
D
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mediate special mesting at Stratford-on-Avon, were
read and approved of. It appearcd that the lotter of
these meetings had been held for the ordination of Mr.
Danicl Allan, probationer of the Church of Scotland,
and missionary from the Glasgow Colonial Society to
the pastoral charge of the united congregations of
Stratford and Woodstock. Mr. Allan’s ordinatinn
took place on the 21st ult.  The field of pastoral In-
bour on which he has entered is extensive and ardu-
ous, but the indefatigable acuvity and devoted zeal
which have characterized Mr. Allan during two years
of missionary toil, furnish an ample pledge that no
portion of it will be left unculiivated.

A call waslaid on the Presbytery’s table, from the
congregation of St. Thomas and its vicinity, in favour
of the Rev. William McKallican, ministcr of West
Guilliambury, in the Presbytery of Toronto. This
call, with the documents accompanying it was sus-
tained, and a committee of Presbytery appointed to
lay before the Presbytery of Toronto, reusons for Mr.
McKillican’s teansluation to St. 'Thomas, and endea-
vour to obtain their concursence therein. It isexpect
ed that Mr. McKulican's nduction to the pastoral
charge at St. Thomus will take place in the latter cnd
of February.

The committee appointed at last ordinary meeting,
for the ordination of elders in the township of Pus-
linch, and the arganizing of the congregation there, re-
ported that the duties devolved on them by the Pres-
bytery had been accomplished, u session having been
formed, and & roll of communiconts madeup, and that
the people had made an appheation in Scotland for a
mimster.  The Presbytery approved of the dil gence
of this commitice, and at the carnest request of the
congregation of Puslincli, made arrangemeats for dis-
pensing the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper there ar
the second Sabbath of February, Mr. Smuth, Mr. Gale,
and Mr. Ferguson, were apponted to osliciate on this
interesting occasion, it being necessary to conduct the
services both in English and Gaelic.

The Presbytery rencwed their appointments in re-
gurd o the visiration of the destitute places withuitherr
bounds- assigning St. Cathiauiues, Dunnvitle, &e., in
the Ningnra Distner, 10 Messes. Macgal und Mcln-
tush; Sulifleet, Binbrook, and the adjacent settle-
meuts an the Grand River, to Messrs. Stk and Gale;
Woolwich, Paris, and Brantford, to Messrs. Bayne,
and Gardincr ; London, Lobo, Wilhams, Eckfrd,
Mosa, to Messrs. Mclenzie and Allan; and tne sat
tdements in the Western district, to Mr. Cheyne, wath
an injunction 10 report thewr diligence an behalf of these
Places respectively, at next ordinary meeting.  Mr.
Macgill was appoiuted to write to the convener of the
Generar A toni ittee, to the Gins.

1 ‘)"S ¢ 1
gow colonial socicty, and a1s branches, and to the Sy-
nod of Ross, represenuing the exteasive destitution o
the means of grace among Presbyteniuns witlun i
bounds of tins Presbytery, and the urgent necessuy
or a aupply of missionary labourcrs.

BCCLESIASTICAL INTBLLIGENCE,

The Presbytery had read the several portions of ths
minutes of Synod which require the action of Presby-
teries, and in nccordance with the Synod’s instrue
tions took order respecting the fullowing matters—
viz. the preparation of historical accounts of the seve-
ral congregations within their bounds; the legislative
cnactments of Synod; milcage; observance of the
Sabbath; on which last subject, the Presbytery ap-
pointed the several ministersto address their corgrega-
tions on the first Sabbath of April next, and in con-
Junction with their sessions 1o report at next ordinary
meeting as to the prevailing forms of Sabbath desecra-
tion in their neighbourhoods respectively, and asto the
means which they may consider most effectual for
checking this great and growing evil, and for promot-
ing a better observance of the Lord’s day.

A committce was appoinied with instructions to
draw up a memorinl to be presented to the commission
of Synod at their first stated meeting, respectfully ur-
ging them 1o enquire as to what prospect there may
now exist of an equitable adjusiment on the part of the
¢ivil government, of those questions which involve the
ccctesiastical status and rights of the Presbyterian
Church in this colony, and to exercise the strictest vi-
gilance as to any measures that may be introduced on
this subject into Parliament during the ensuing session
thercof.

According to appointment at a former meeting, an
interesting report on common schools was given in by
Mr. Stark. This document occasioned considerabls
discussion, and 1t was eventually referr~d to a commit-
tec for revision, with instructions 1o submit it, if they
sce meet, to any member of the legislature who may
be disposcd to take an interest in the matter,

The next ordinary meeting of this Presbytery, is
appointed to be held at Hamilton, on the second Wed-
nesday of April, at 9 o'clock, A. M.

Scorcr Caurcn 1nv Coloyeo, Cryron.~—A pelition
is preparing at Colombo, to the General Assembly’s
comuitiee on colomal churches, for the endowment
of & Scotch church there, and for one or more minis-
tcrs of the established church of Scotland; also, an
apphication 1s made 1o the Secretary of State jur ike
colonies, 1o tecommend to the Lords of the Treasury,
e grant of 2 permancnt support for oie Or more mi-
nisiers of the church of Scotland in Ceylon, and of 2
sum fur the erecuon of 2 place of worship for their
use. The Governor has expressed bis approval of
the projecy, and promsed his warmest support and
recommendation of the petition to the home govern-
ment.  May the Lotrd bless the movemem.—%alifu
Guardian.

Thie PReSBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE UNITED STATES.
—Sixty-jour Prehyteries have adhered tothe Qld
Assembly, and Twenly have adhered to the Secession;
leavinga majority of Forty four Presbyteries in favor
of orthoedox Presbyterianism. Of the twenty-three

remaining Presbyteries, some have by vote refused to
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express any opinion, and the others have suffered the
maiter to pass quietly by. Only threc out of the nine
teen Synods have formaily declared for the secession;
and two of these only contain three Presbyterieseach.

OBITUARY.

It is with feelings of the most poignant and heart-
felt sorrow that we undertake the melancholy duty of
announcing the untimely death of 2 much valued and
respected fricud—the Reverend Kenvern Jonn Mac-
XEN2iE, for man?' years Minister of St. Andrew’s
Charch in this place. This lamented event happeun-
ed Thursday last, at 3o'clock in the afternoon, in the
391h year of his age, and 151h of his ministry.

No language of ours is adequate to convey even a
faint idea of the extraordinary manifestations of sym-

athy and regret which overwhelmed the minds of
the community among whum he has so long resided,
when it came 1o b2 generally knowan that the stroke ot
death had terminated, thus suddenly, thc career of
this gilted and esteemned gentleman, in the meridian
of life, and in the full vigour of manhood. Thedeath
of our departed friend is two hallowed a theme to be
polluted by the foul incense of flattery or adulation,
and we feel assured that we indulge not in either,
when we assert, that the distressing event which we
are now recording will be felt as a public calamity.
Possessed of the finest order of 1alents, hoth as a pub-
lic speaker and a public writer, Mr. McKenzig often
felt 1t his duty, since bis arrival inthe Province, 10
exercise these preciousgifls in advocating the dearest
interests of his adopxeﬁ country; and the county of
Pictou, in particular, will feel that by his demise, it
has Jost one of the greatest ornaments of its society
and one of the ablest advocates of its rights.

To the cause of the Church of Scotland in this Pro-
vince, the loss isirreparable. The circumstances in
which he found her placed, on his arrival in Piciou,
immediatély called forth, in her behalf the exercise ot
those eminent talents with which he wassorichly en-
dued, and to the last hour of his life he continued to
be as strenuous a champion of her rights as he wasan
enthusiastic admirer of her illusirious institunons
Butin all the controversies into which these circum-
stances led him, his open, manly, and generous oppo-
sition was the object of universal admiration; and he
has gone down to the grave crowned with the respect
and esteem of hisvery enemies. If such be therr es-
timation of his character, what must be the feelings
of that extensive circle of whom he wastheattracuing
centre, who enjoyed his valued friendship, and whose
affections will cling to his memory until the last of
them shall have passed away beyond* that bourne
whence no traveller returns!”

Rich in the most valuable qualities which adorn
our nature, his mind was not more remarkable for its
brilliancy and manly vigour, than his heart was dis-
tinguished for its extensive philanthropy and disin-
terested friendship. An appealtothe benevolent feel-
ings of his nature was never checked by a repulsive
frown, nor was his charity cver meted with a niggard
hand.  ‘Were it necessary to cite evidence of the csti-
mation in which he was held, by those who had an
opportunity of krowing him in all the relatiors ot
life, we might appeal to the fact that all business was
suspended by the members of his congregation and his
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as well astathe tearful eye and dejected countenance
of many in that vast multitude which accompanied his

wortal remains to thear last narrow home.” Truly a
zood name is maore valuable than riches, and the re-

>

putation of the justthan the most extensive posses-

sions.—Pictou Observer, Nov. 20,

MosTury RecisTer oF PoLrricar EvasTs,

Caxapas—Within this colony tranquillity appears

to be completely restored.  Since the last incendiary

raid on Rouville in Lower Canada by a party of the

 vicious population” of Alburg in the Siate of Ver-

wont, no act of invasion or hostility from the Unued

States frontier hasbsen perpetrated. Capital punish.

ment has been intlicied 1n numerous instances, on the

ring leaders at Prescott and Sandwich, and ol the in-

surrection in the Lower province.  Iiis behieved that
this will have a salatary effect on the lawless, both

withinand without the province, who from the lemen-
cy shewn last year, seem to have fallen wmio the deta.

sion that our government was too weak, or too tunid,

toinflict the penaly of the law on its violators. Our

present tranquilli y however s rather that of suspense
than of satistactione  None of the questions that nave
long agitated the people, and in which their civil and

religious inierests are involved, have been settled, not
have they of late been brought much nto discussion.
A truce is tacitly acknowledged : in expectation of
imporiant changes in the sysiem of colonal govern-
ment, and with confidence in the kind and enhghien.
ed policy of the parent state, the people wau patiensly
to see what remedics will be proposed. Unul the at-
fairsof Lower Canada are seitled on some permancnt
basis those of Upper Canada will be exposed todis-
order and unhingement. The Impenial Goverament
must now be in possession of am;:le informatioa »1
these subjects, and itis not likely thatthey will per ait
the next session of Parhament tu close without & de-
cisive attempt to settle our disputes..to check the
movementsof the disaffected and to convey 1o us more
fully thebenefits arising from our connection with the
British Empire.

Tar Unitep Kivenos.—Public attention is much
engaged with the distarbed state of the Canadsan pro-
vinces—with the dishonorabl: cundu.tof the Umted
States population on our fronticr—and withthe threat-
ening aspect of atlnirs in the Est.  Ircland sull la-
bors under lier jnveterate wmaladics.  The old uleers
are again open and bleeding, and the aguaior is busit
employed in keeping thew infla acd and irrstated,
while no effective steps are taken to check hus mis-
chicvous carecr, or to remove the evils on which his
trade depends  Catholic emancipation, as iis called,
has added nothing tothe prosperiiy or contestinent ot
the people, who have become more than ever the dupes
of such as under plausible pretences, can obain their
support. Thiie great agitator has sct out on his old
career with new colours., His avowed object now is
to form what he calls a precursor society, of two mill-
liens of fighting mea (if he can find then,) to be pay-
ing men in the mean tune of one farthinga week and
upwards to be appropriated mainly as a reward for his
patrioticexrrions.  Thedestraction of the Protestant
Ciwurch of Ireland, and vo.eby ballut are the two grand
principles of the precursor agitation. O'Connell serms
w0 be drawing o fromthic presentininistry : whatnew
alliznces he may form in his pestilent careertime will

other immediate friends, for four days atter his death,

shew..Were it possible to introduce into Ireland an



28

efficient general system of Christian cducation we
night expeet in the course of time an amelioration of
itscondition ; but under the malign influence of Pope.
ry no educational system s attempted, or nene suc-
ceeds, and its unhappy people reinain enveloped in
mental and moral dariness. . Several meetngs of an
illegal insurrectionary character have been lately held
by torch hight among the radicals 1 England, which
have created some alarm. A person ol the name of
Stephens, to whom the prefix reverend 1s given, enacts
the part of demagogue and insugaies the ropulacc to
violence and inceudiarism. This disorder will he
speedily quelled..One cannot contemplate the present
state of parties in the Unuted Kingdom without anxi-
ety,not for the triumph of 1his one vr that, but for the
fateof the Empire itself. Britain, of lue years, has
presented a spectacle of sub-divided pary stnfe, be-
{ond all that hasbeen known in her previous history.
Vith what nicely balanced and doubt{ul majorities in
the House of Commons is alinost every measure car-
ried! and with how little regard to priuciple or
efficiency, must almost every measure be shaved
down and twisted to mcet the views of all the sections
of a jarring opposition! YWhat extravagant changes
are now boldly avowed and numerausly supported,
and how unscrupulously do party leaders advance to
the very verge ot rebellion—conducting their follow-
ers even to topple over it—for the putpose of gaining
their ends by the intimidation of ministers. The real
interests of tae state being ofen sacrificed for concili-
ation, distrust in government is increased, and the
people are stimulated to more reckless change. La-
mentable indced will be the resultof reroryM, from
which so many great things were expected, if 1 shal}
have so encreased the causes of division in the Legis-
lature as almost to nullify its utility, and if it shall
have so enfeebled the power af government asto ven-
der it unableto rule the empire. It cannot be donbted
that an adrinistration supported by a bare majoril{'
in either house of Parliament—a majority on which
it cannot even depend, as hasbeen the case for several
years—will alwayshesitate to undertake great mea-
sures, will proceed with a cowardly cauuon, and will
often sustain defeats disastrous to the public interests.
In a country like ours having extensive colonial de-
ndencies, the true interests of which arebut imper-
ectly known to many members of the Legisiature,
it will Le the more fatal, should those be neglected
through the prevalence of local poliues, or be made
fout-balls in party struzgles. Canada has had mournful
experience of this possibility, and we are impressed
with fear les: the repetition of a few such <cenes may
alienate the affections of the colonies and leave the
arent state in her primitive isolation and nakedness.
D an empire of such magnitude asthat of Bruam,
the Legislature should notbe so much engrossed with
Jocal disputes:more attention should be bestowed on
her colonies and foreign relations: this would bring
alar ger harvest of advantage to the parent state, an
greater national prosperity might smooth the way for
a satisfactory seitlement of those internal quostionsb
which the country and legislature have been so muc
divided.

GREAT BRiman. AND Russta.—* Every body knows
that our empire 1n the East 1s enurely one of opinion ;
that the vast realin of Hiudostan has heen won by the
sword, and must be maintained by the sword; and
that it depends on the chance of perpetual success, not

merely for its prospenty, but for itsexistence.  Foryi ¢

or filty thousand Europeans, including five and twenty
thousand soldiers, arcthere to be found scattered a-
mong uinety millions of Asiatics, directly subjected
1o their empire, and a still greater nuiber in the tri-
butary and allied states.  Fow sosmall a body of Ev-
ropeans should ever have succeeded in acquiring and
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maintaining an empire at the distance of eight thou
sand miles (rom the British Island, over so immense
abody, most of them hardly inferior to the European
race in hardihood and valour, trained to disci ?iene,
and supplied with military nnplements of war fugly as
powertul, will be a snbject of never-ceasing astonish-
ment, and is nut rightly appreciated by this genera-
tion, snly because,Tike any other prodigy with which
we have long been famihar, it has ceased to be an ob-
ject of present surprise.  But one thing is perfectly
plain~—that such an einpire can be maintained only by
the most consummate wisdom and firmness ou the
part of the local government—by the maintenance of a
powerful European force, and by the most sedulous
atiention, both to the material interests, and the rights
of property in the immense mass of our Oriental sub-
jects.  Even if no external danger threatened; it no
northern power was at hand to take advantage of any
weakness in our Indian administration, and no north-
ern deplomacy tocombine the Courts of Central Asia
into a powerfulleague against us, still, common sense
has tong demonstrated to every man capable of think-
ing and acquainted with the subject, that our Indian
empire stood on the most precarious foundation; and
that by disaffection among the native troops, almost
hefore the alarming iidings could reach the British
(slhor?,s, the splendid fabric might be levelled with the
ust.’s

The British Government is not unaware of the
means, and is not without the power of counteracting
these hostile designs. Already she has succeeded in
withdrawing the Grand Seigneur from succumbency to
the counsels of Nicholas, and in forming a commer-
cial trealy favorable to British interests. But by the
treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, between Russia and the
Ottoman Porte, in 1834, occasioned by a miserable
golitical blunder of the Grey administration—the Dar-

anelles are declared for ever closed to British men-
of-war—thus conventing the Euxine sea into a Rus-
sian lake. Itis not likely that Britain will regard
any stipulation so unreasonable—and if Russia shatl
nsist upon its observance, she must probably enforce
1t atthe hazard of a2 war. ** So long as thisobnoxious
article in the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi excluding
vessels of war, remains, England 1s dishonoured acd
herrich possessions in the East jeopardized. The pas-
cage of the Dardanelles must be {ree to the navy of
England, and had Lord Grey sent the succour demand-
ed in 1834, this great boon would have bLeen for ever
secured. With the command of the Black Sea by
England, Russia is powerless beyond it, and could not
for centurics cause any seriovs alarm to India, be-
cause the resources from Russia proper, could in a
greatdegree be cutoff from any army acung on the
confines of Persia, at Herat or places still farther to
the south. The great s:ruﬁglemuat take place on the
Euxine—it is there that Russia must be combatted,
and it is there also that India will be LosT or won.”
N. Y Albion.

But other causes are now in operation thwarting
the ambitious policy of Russia. All her provinces on
the Eastern shores of the Black Sea, Caucasus, Cir-
cassia,and Georgia, never thoroughly subjected to her
domuinion, arc now in 2 state of active revolt against
her usurping power. It will be a happy event for the
security of our Eastern possessions and the peace of
the world, if these brave mountaineers are able to as-
sert thewr mmdependence. They are deseribed as “the
oot-kecpers of Asia, and the champions of Europe;”
they form, if independent of Russia and favorable to
Britain, an impregnable wall against the encroach-
ments of Russia onthe East.  In their reply to a Rus-

# Blackwoods Magaziue,
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sian manifesto calling them to obedience the following
wise and noble sentiments are found :—* T'he British
Government is aware of the strength of our position,
of the bravery of our warriors, and knows that we do
not stand in need of foreign assisiance to enable us to
prevent you from conquering our country. It 18 but
natural it should take a lively interest in our success
against Russia, aware as it is, that our country is the
keystone of the arch of power in Asia, and that as long
as we continue unsubdued, Peraia, Turkey, and India,
have little to apprehend from Russia. The whole
world has become acquainted with the dupheity aud
insolence of Russia, and has therefore turned ats face
from you in disgust. The day of retribution, Inshal-
lah! (God willing) is pot disiant. We have, though
in our mountains, had ample means to judge of the
spirit of justice and humamty which characterises
Russian government. Enough have we learned on
the subject, on seeing tears of blood trickling down the
cheeks of Russian deserters when relating to us the
tales of their misery. ‘They escape from your camnp
daily, and implore us toemploy them as slaves rather
than send them back to their homes. God be thauked,
we do not fear you! It will be better not to send us
any more lettersor agents; tor the letters we shall tear
to pieces without reading them, and your agents we
will puttodeath.” Onthe ground of humanity ihey
have a right to the protection of a Christian vation,
apart from the consideration of the political 1mport-
ance of their position to Great Britain. T'heusands
and thousands of lives will yet be sacrificed in the
protection of India; whereas the uphulding of this
power in the Caucisus would at once arrest the pro-
gress of war in the East, and give pcaceto countrics
which for years have never enjoyed this blessing.—
Scottish Guardian.
Persia—the onlycountry lying between the Russian
provinces and our Eastern possessions— haslately,pass-
edorrather is passing througha revolution—of which
Russian artifice attempted 1o avail itself. It appears
that there are two princes contending for the crown
of Persia, and two for that of Affghanistan;that Rus-
sia for the sake of making a sirong pariy for herself
hastaken up the cause of one of these princes in each
territory, whilst England and the East India company,
have adopted the other. The British party has suc-
ceeded ; the Russian has been foiled. The privce,
who is in possession of Herat—a forufied provincial
city of great wealth and extensive commerce, con-
taining 100,000 inhabitants—Ilately occupied the throne
of Persia, and was driven out by his nephew the pre-
sent Schah or Sultan. He made his escape to Herat
where the governor and garnison received him, and
adopted his cause. The reigning Sultan pursued him
and laidsiegeto Herat. The English Governmentin-
serposed and sent their envoy, Mr. McNeull, to negoti-
ate with the suecessful Sultan and induce himto leave
his uncle in quiet possession of this last fortress and
province of his late dominions. On the other hand
the Russians, who had all along taken pant with the
successful Sultan, urged bim to finish the busincss,
and possess himself of this last remnant of his adver-
sary’s force. Qur envoy succeeded in persuading the
Shah to abandon the siege and return to Moorshid.
¢ With Herat in the hands of a person friendly to Eng-
land, and a British army of 50,000 men in Cabul, the
Ruscians willcause but lec disturbance to the Anglo-
Indian empire.” This demonstration of diplomacy
and power has perhaps disposed the autocrat of all the
Russias to peace,

It 3s however from the former cause—the ambitious
intriguing of the great Northern power—that the im-
mediate cvil is threatened.  In the East the machina-
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had for many years been carried on in silence and by
stealth. The British Government scemed not to dream
of their existence.  For a subsequent penod they were
prosecuted audaciously and without disguise; but the
Briush Government, well aware of them, affected that
ignorance which was no longer real  Itis but within
a fuw short months that the local authorsties of Eng-
land east and west of the Punjaub have used the lan-
suage, or commenced the operations, which became
t mighty power—a power more dreaded by Russia
than any other on the face of the globe; and the con-
sequer 2 is, what every man acqumnted with the rela-
tive resources of the two states, and with the conscious
weakness of the Muscovite Emperor, when he compar-
ed lus means with those of England~~that, in the na-
val phrase, he has already * struck.” Persia, his in~
strument, and destined victim, has withdrawn from an
enterprise forced upon her by the representations of
his minister, which, under the semblance of besieging
an Affghamistan city, was plainly meant for a stabat
the vitals of our lndian empire; and the vicarious war
which Russia has in that quarter instigated for our de-
struction has ended, for the present, in her signal dis-
appointment and defeat.  So, in that depraved and
crucl serics of outrages which Russia has long been
perpetrating upon the free warriors of Curcassia, she
has managed to combine with her offences against that
brave people a succession of insults to the Britisk flag,
and to aggravate and envenom both by a career of
hateful tyranny over Turkey, and of domineering inso-
lence towards all the powersinterested 1n the free na-
vigation of the Euxine, which would at any time, since
the signature of the trcaty of Unkiar'Skelessi, so over-
whelining to the Sultan, and to Great Britain so hu-
miliating, have justified the states of southern and
western Europe in declaring open war against the
Russians. . . The attempt of Nicholas to seize upon the
Danube, and to deprive Austria and England, as well
as Turkey, of the transit of merchandsze by that no-
ble strean, would in itself have been cause abundant
to legalize a joint war against the common aggres-
sor. . . The systematic and well-known malpractices
of Russia, in stirring up the encroaching spirit of Me-
hemet Ali to measures the most harassing and insult-
ing towards the Porte, have alone been a sufficient in-
dication of the animus which directed the first-named
power in what concerned the public peacc and the
well-being of the Turkish provinces of Asia Minor. . .
From the frontiers of Hungary to the heart of Bur-
mah and Nepaul, from the castward of the Ganges to
the Nile and Danube, the Russian fiend has been
hannting and troubling the human race, and diligently
pointing his malignant frauds and perfidics to the vex-
ation and disturbance of this industnious and essenti
ally pacific empire. . . England—slow, langwd, and
long-suffering—afler an exercise of patience which by
surrounding states, and by her own subjects, was
deemed pusillanimous and ignoble, has at length ap-
parently shaken off her death-like sleep.  She detect-

sions of Russia against the British empire of Indostan

ed, scasonably, the treacherous conspiracy, framed and
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encouraged by the known agents of Russin, along the
whole northern frontier of British Indis, embracing
Buarmah on the onc extremity, on the other Cabul.
The Russian Court was promptly made acquainted
with this discovery. The Shah of Persin, in his
camp before Herat, was threatened with the speedy
vengeance of Great Britain, and the immediate pas-
sage of the Indus by a powerful Briush army was an-
nounced to him. . . Almost simultaneously with these
vigorous demonstrations of Enghsh spiritand activity
—effective, though late, from beyond the Caspian—
came the intelligence that treaties had been signed by
England with Austrin; Eagland and France with
Turkey also; and the latter, though reluctantly, ac-
ceded to by Mchemet Ali, whose sysiem of monopoly
it must, if faily enforced, extingunish. each of these
instruments bearing, indeed, the inoffensive titte of a
“commercial” treaty, but involving political conse-
quences of the most unmeasured magniwde. . . What,
then, has been the demeanor of Russia under these se-
vere reverses in her diplomacy, and solid obstacles
raised with the suddenness of exlialations to the mareh
of her aggressive prajects?  She had threatened much,
and bulliecd much; her armies were a “million »f
men;” her ¢ flect had the Seraglio under its fire;” a
Colossus—* she covered Europe and Asia at one
stride.” But now that she has been unmasked, and
bearded, and set at defiance—nay, laughed at, what
has she done? Has her deportment been lofty ? Has
her bearing been resolute, and conformable to her pre-
vious boastings? By no means. She has O0’Connell-
ised; otherwise **cringed.” She has disavowed, as
we learn from Paris, one and all of the hostile designs
imputed to her by the press and government of this
country.~—London Temes.

Russian intrigue thus detected and exposed—and
now officially disavowed—the danger from that quar-
ter is perhaps for a time suspended. But we need
only glance over the following facts, shewing the en.
creasing power and territorial accessions ot Russia,
since a period not remote, to be convinced of the grasp-
ing ambition for cmpire with which she is actuated,
and that her attempts at Eastern conquest wall again
be resumed as soon as a favorable opportunity offers,
or rather, that, notwithstanding this disavowal, they
are being carried on as actively as ever.

‘The population of Russia, according to the best author-
ities, was—

At the accession of Peter I, in 1689,

At the accession of Catharine 1L, in 1762,

At her death in 1769,

At the death of Alexander in 1825,

Hoer fronticr has been advanced—
Towards Beslin, Dresden, Munich, Vienna,

and Paris, about, 850 miles,
Towards Constantinople, 500 —
Towards Stockholm, 630 —
And towards Tcheran, 1200 —

Her acquisitions from Sweden are greater than what
yemains of that kingdom. . . Her acquisitions {rora

15,000,000
25,000,000
36,600,000
58,000,000

MISCERLLANEOUS.

Poland arc nearly equal to the Austrian empire. ,
Her acquisitions from Turkey in Europe are of greates
cxtent than the Prussian dominions, exclusive of the
Rhenish provinces. . . Her acquisitions from Turkey
in Asia are nearly cqual in extent to the whole of the
smaller states of Germany, the Rhenishi provinces of
Prussia, Holland, and Belgium, taken together. . .
Her acquisitions from Persia are equal in extent to
England, . . Her acquisitions in Tartary have an
area not inferior to that of Turkey in Europe, Greece,
lealy, and Spain together; and the acqusitions she
has made within the last sixty-four years, are nearly
equal in extent and importance fo the whole empire
she had in Burope before that time,

MISCELLANEOQUS,.

Oxe Husprep Years Hence.—Let the truth of the
Bible gobetore this Jand, and we shall be a holy peo-
ple.  Put outthe lights of the Bible, and we shall'roll

ack to heathenism, and the funeral pile will be erect-
cd on the rmns of our institutions.*

The territory covered by this nation is supposed to
be sufiicient to conta’n and furnish the means of sup-
port fur 2,000,000,000 of people. Wenow have 14,-
510,000. In fifty years we shall have 50,000,000, In
fifty years more, 232,000,000. Of the 14,000,000 who
now inhabit our land, one half are adults. Ofthese,
about one witlion are pious, and five mi:lions are not
pious, but restrained, controlled by the Bible. Fifty
years hence, we shall have at the same rate, twenty
millions of adult population who make no profession
of religion. These will leave twenty-eight millions
of children, Then we shall have four millions be-
lunging to the church with six millions of children.
‘Where now we have one theatre, then we must have
four; where now we have one jail, then shall have
four; if now we have one paper devoled to the dis-
semination of blasihemy aud impiety, then we shall
have four; if we have one duel in Congress now,
then we shall have four duels. In fifty years more,
we must have sixteen blasphemous newspapers, and
sixteen duels, where we have one now; and seveny
years afler, we must multiply all this by eighty.

I have made this calculation on the supposition
that population doubles every thinty years. But sup-
pose the increase is but halt' that rate; at the end of
one hundred and seventy years we shall have a popu-
lation of 500,000,000. Then what standing armies,
what jails, what gibhets will be necessary to Eeep such
a population under resiraint! Then crime and
wrong, bloudshed and passion, and fury will spread
over our land; and from the mountains of the nosth
to the gulf of the south will rise up one universal wail
fromats wreiched inhabitants. Then will they fleeto
the strong arm of despotism.  O! to <ay nothing about
eternity, if we look only to this world, and sce what
we are coming to, where is the heart that does not
{eel that onc great and mighty effort of Christian in-
finence must be put forth upon the rising generation
of the land, as the only weans of saving this nation?
—Rev. Mr, Todd.—

+ United States.
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MISCRLLANEOUS, -

THE GREAT WEST.

‘We too have scen the great west, having visited i
in 1818, and having spent most uf the last six months
on its mighty rivers and feniile plains  The import.
ance of the valley of the Mississippi, notwithstanding
all which hasbeen spoken and writtea about i, is not
1o be overrated. It is difficult still for those
who have nottraversed it to realize that “ the territory
is 8000 iiles in circumference, extending from the
Alleghany to the Rocky Mountains, and from the Gult
of Mexico to the lakes of the north; and that it is the
largest territory, aud most beneficent in climate, and
svil, and mineral wealth, and commercial faciliies
ever prepared for Lhe habitation of man, and qualified
to sustain in prosperity and happiness the densest po-
pulation on the globe.”

“ By 24,000 miles of stenn navigation, and canals,
and rail roads, a2 market is brought nearto every man,
and the whole is brought into near neighborhood.

“ When I first entered the west,” continues Dr.
Beecher, “ its vastness overpowered me with the im-

ression of its uncontrollable greatness, in which all
gumax\ effort mustbe lost. But when 1 perceived the
active intercourse between the great cities, like the
rapid circulaticn of a giant’s blood ; and heard mer-
chants speak of just stepping up to Piusburﬁh—onl y
600 miles—and back in a few days; and others just
from New-Orleans, or St. Louis, orthe far west; and
others going thither; and when I heard my winiste-
rial brethren negohating exchanges in the vear neigh-
borhood—only 100 wiles up or down the river—and
going and returning on Saturday and- Monday, and
withoutl trespassing on the Sabbath; then did T per-
ceive .how God, who seeth the end from the begin-
niog, had prepared the west to be mighty, and still
wieldable, that the moral energy of his Wordand Spi-
rit might take it up asa very little thing.

“This vast territory is occupied now by ten states,
and will soon be by wwelve. Forty years since it
contained only about 160,000 souls; while now it
contains little short of 5,000,000. At the close of this
century, if no calamily intervene, it wi'l contain, pro-
bably, 100,000,000—a day which some of our children
may live to see; and when fully peopled, may accom-
modate 300,0v0,000.

“Ttis half as large as all Europe; four times as
large as the Atlantic states, and twenty times as large
as New-England. Was therc ever such a spectacle—
such a ficld in which to plant the seeds of an immor-
tal harvest—so vast a ship, so richly laden with the
world’s treasures and riches, whose helm is offered to
the guiding influence of early forming institutions?”
~Dr, Ely.

DISCOVERY OF MUMMIES AT DURANGO, MEXICO.

A million of Mummies, it is stated, havelately been
discovered in the environs of Durango, in Mexico.
They are in a sitting posture, but have the same wrap-
pings, bands and ornaments of the Egyptians; among
them was found a poignard of flint, with a sculpture
handle, chaplets, necklaces, &c., of alternately colored
beads, fragments of bopes polished like ivory, fine
worked elastic tissues, {probably our modern”India
Rubber cloth,) moccasins worked like those ofour In-
dians to-day, bones of vipers, &c. It is unknown of
the mummies above raentioned what kind of embalm-
ent was used, or whether it was nitrous depositions in
caves where they were found. A fact of imporiance
is stated, that the shell of the necklaceare of a marine
shell found at Zacatecas, on the Pacific, where the Co-

S1

from the Malay, Hindostan or Chinese coast or from
their islands inthe Indian ocean.— Phil, Presbyterian,
On what authoruy 1—E. Ex.

Luruer oN Epucation.—The great reformer tower-
ed tar above the age in which he hived in his esimate
of cummon schools. In 1524, he pubhshed in the Ger-
man language an exhortation to the magistrates of all
the cuies of Germany, urging on them the duty of
providing for popular educauon. No doubt the im-
pulsc thus given has contributed to the noble system
which now prevauls in Prussa. - Among other things
he says: “ Dear sirs, since it is found necessary to ex-

end so much every year on arnillery, bridges, em~

ankments and numberless other things, in order that
a city may have temporal peace and comfort, how
wnuch rather should we give as much towards our
poor needy youth, by brirging up a fewmen to betheir
schoolmasters? Is it no as plan as day, that in three
years one may now train up a Jad, so that in his fif-
teenth or eighteenth year he shall have more learned
than heretofore all our cloisters and high schools 2
For truly, what hath any cne learned in psst years in
our schools and monasteries, bat to bz asses, blocks,
and dolts? The wealth of a state consists vot in hav.
ing great treasures, sohd walls, fair houses, weapons
and armour ; but the best andnoblest wealth, and safe~
ty, and might of a stale consists in having clever,
learned, wise, honorable, and well-bred citizens, who
shall be able to gather abundance of riches and every
thing good, and also to keep and profit by what they
have gamed 3’

THE PRAIRIE FLOWERS.

One ot the pretticst sights T have yet seen in the
west is the flowers of the prairic I have spoken of
the vasiness amd beauty of the prairies as a whole—
of their uijlity and abundance—aund were 1100 into
adetail and analyze their great whole, I should find a
far more beautiiul picture of nature, painted by the
Great Designer ot the universe, than Y have yet at-
lempted to draw. What would the sky be above us
without the stars of heaven? and what, with no irre-
verence may Iask, would be the praine withowt its
flowers? The sky is * boundless and beawtiful,’ and
the prairie, tov, is ' boundless and beautiful;’ but how
much more beautiful is the sceming infinity of space
above us when studded with the stars of heaven!
How much more beautitul, 100, is the prairie decked
with flowers, painung the ‘ encircling vasiness’ in all
the variety aud shades and gorgeousness of the rain-
bow! A prairie in spring and summer is a flower
garden, and 2 garden of wild flowersto my eye is
more atractivethan any thing 1 have seen inthe cul-
tivated gardens of the best florists.  Every where vio-
lets spring from the prairie earth as the poet told us
they wou.d irom the flesh of the ¢ fair and unpolluted®
Oplielia. The 121l grass waves in the breeze, bend.
ing, rising, aud rolling to and fro, like the waves of
the ocean after a tempest, giving a grassy surfaceto
the land for milesand miles. The prairje grass seems
to move as ‘ Birnam wood to Dunsinane, when Mac-
beth trembled and gave upthe ghost” Inthe midst of
all this, as gems upon the diadem of a queen, flowers
of every hue and form spring up. Linneus himselt
would have gazed in wonder and admiration upon &
spat like this, for from the borders of the prairietoits
centre, and from the centre 1o the burder again, are
seen almost every production of nature,

¢ From glant oaksthat weava their hranches dark,

tumbus of their forefathers probably therefore landed

To the dwurf moss that clings upon their bark *
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Seen, 100, together, ‘mixed in one mighty scene,
with varied beaunty glow.” There is the helivtrope or
prairie sunflower, changing its colour from a pink to
a yellow hue, of half the size andten times the beauty
of our gorgeous sunflower. There js a close commu-
nion with the helivtrope a magnet flower—(1 am no
botanist, and can give you neither the language nor
classification of flowers)—but a magnet weed, they,
my western companians, called it, and this is all the
name [ have heard. It is appropnate for they puint
their leaves to the four cardinal points:

¢ As points th ncedle to the pole it loves
AVith fine vibrations quiv'ring as it moves.!

A thousand tiny branches spring up around their
pareat stocks, covered with flowers, leaves, and blos-
soms, and all that nicc and exquisite finish of work-
manship that distinguishes the smallest of the works
of the Crealor.

But my theme is too prolific,and were Ito continue
my painting I fear Ishould both weary the patience
o~ 'my reader, and, like a poor painter, rather blur and
mar than give new beauty to my subject.—~New-York

Express,

TRMPRRATURR OF 18878,

Abstract of a register of the Therometer and Ba.
rometer, kept at Ancaster U. C., for the year 1837, by
W. Crawit, Esq., M. D.

The Thermometers were in a northern exposure,
five feet fromtbe ground, and shaded from the effects
of direct radiation and insolation.  The leights no-
ted at9 o’clock, A. M. and 9 P. M. and the daily
maximum and minimum included in the calenlation
of the mean temperature.

. M. . Highest. Lowest, Barometer,
9A M P M h!cang'_ xgseé e 3

Jan. 21°80 24©60 22°95 4 28.88 in’h.
Feb. 2432 2607 24846 4 4 29.007
Mar. 2884 2974 20629 47 O 29.108
April 40033 401 89 766 7 18 23.977
May, 50 506 S07 73 27 2002
June, 6173 5937 61103 €8 45 2894
July, 64645 65226 64963 82 48 28.997
Aug. 6293 6255 6344 80 44 2004
Sept. 5666 5686 5732 77 39 29183
QOct. 4487 4545 4589 73 26 20182
Nov. 3966 41266 40533 61 14 29.034
Dec. 291 3048 297 55 11 §9.02

Mean 43 716 44359 44237 mean of they’r. 29 033
Mean temperature of 1835—45 318
Mean heightof Barometer—29.097
Mean temperature of 1836—48 © 405
Mean height of Barometer—29.097
Rain or snow, more or less, fell on 129 days during
the year, but on 63 of these were only slight showers,
giving an average of onerainy to 43 dry days.
———— -

+—2, minus 2, ortwo degrees below zero.

FOR THE YEAR 1888.
9 a. M. 9 P. M. Mean, Highest. Lowest. Barometer,
an, 29058 8001 80008 620 80 20.05inw’h
%‘eb. 1571 179 1693 36 1 29.02

March,3726 38532 38106 65 15 20.106
April, 8763 3833 3798 63 19 29006
ay, 492265129 50 435 7? 32 28930
June, 657 6607 672 83 45 28‘998
July, 71936 7126 92348 91 54 29055
Aug. 681 (7516 6806 86 50 29135
Sept. 60766 59 466 60 493 82 39 20.1€8

MISCRLLANROUS,

Oct. 460 457 4547 7 24 28908
Nov. 318 33133 32143 63 7 29.083
Dec. 23296 2384 23217 41 5 28.938

Mean, 440753 46,249 459205 mean of year. 20.042
Mean temperature of 1885—450318

1836 —43 405
« 1837—44 237
Mean height of Barometer in 1835—29 16 inches,
“ 1836-—28.097
“ 1837—29 033

Rain or snow, more or less, fell on 118 days, buton
686 of these were only slight showers, giving an aver-
age of one rain{ day to six dry days. Only two
slight showers fell during the momhof September.

Mean temperature, and guantity of rain that fell
in 1837, at Manse of Alford, about lat. 579 15—420
fectabove the Jevel of thesea, and 26 miles inland
from the sea at Aberdeen.

Thermometer registered at 93 4, a.and 8§ p. &

TIERMOMETER, RAIN
9} a. M. 8} P. M. Mean Highest, Lowest in inches.
Jan. 35019 34019 34¢69 450 180 23
Feb. 3703 3639 3671 50 25 33
March, 3300 3196 3293 46 8 125
April, 3918 3723 38205 64 20 1.75
May, 4738 4583 46605 60 82 18
June, b650 5596 56628 77 28 1.9
July, 5887 5841 5864 69 44 78
August, 5525 5583 6554 76 33 49
Scpt. 5180 5168 5163 64 38 2.5
October,48 93 4338 48635 60 26 0.7
Nov. 38813 3746 37785 b7 25 145
Dec. 8890 3932 8911 57 22 2.15

450068 440396 44073 Depthin inches, 82.05
Moean of the year 44073
Mean temperature from April to September,
both INClUSive,eeeceavssscccsvssosessese 51015
Do. of Julfv, August and September,........55 252
Rain in July, August and September—inches,..15.45
Mean temperature in 1833—440573

Mean temperature in 1834—57 99 RAIN,
Meau temperature in 1835—45 93 87.7 inches,
Mean temperature in 1836—44 713 44.55
Mean temperature in 1837—44 73 82,05
Means, 450587 38.43
SONNET TO THE STARS.

BY R. MILLHOUSE, ESQ.

Ye Stars of midnight ! orbs of unknown mould !
Centres of systems ¢ mansions of the blast t

That gild our darkness with your rays of gold--
And shine unmoved in your eternal rest ;

Or are ye worlds where woe and want abound-~
Where vice and folly stalk in wild career ?

Were war spreads camage o'er the fruitful ground,
And bilghts the barvest of the beauteous year 7
Ch, mysteries of heaven ! your giittering beams -
Deride Philosophy ;—~man strives {n vain,
Through the most happy of his waking dreams,

To unlock the scerets of your vast domain

To Him alone your mysteries stand confest,

WWho spread you forth with His supreme behest.




