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THE UNIVERSAL MESSAGE.

Isa1am 381H., 1sT.—In those days was
Hezekiak sick unto death. And Isaiak
the prophet, the son of Loz, came un-
to him, and said unto him, Thus saith
the Lord, Set thine house in order : for
thou shalt die, and not live.”

There are some lessons connected with
this message to Hezckiah which it may
be instructive to attend to ; for of the cer-
tainty that tce shall die, we can speak,
though not of the time of our death; and
let it be nearer or more remote, it may
be said to all: « Set thine house in order,

r thou shall dic and not live”

And, first, we learn, that the most ex-
alted in worldly rank and station dic —
There is no exemption from death—
“ There isno man that hath power over
the spirit, to retain the spirit; neither
hath ke power on the day of death; and
there is no discharge in that war.” He-
zekiah was King of Judah. Ile was a
King and was descended from Kings.—
But his being so could not ward off death.
He was mighty-as well as exalted. He
was a warrior. Ile led his own armies
to baitle. He was generally victorious
m his wars. We are told thathe « pros-

red whithersoever he went forth; and

e smote the Philistines even unto Ga-
za” But this great man, this mighty
man, was sick, and must die. ¢ In those
days was Hezekiah sick unto death.”"—
Death is not always preceded by sick-
ness, but commonlyitis.  And the proud-
est, the mightiest, the greatest, must bow
before the power of discase—and at
length yield to the stroke of death. Those
who are surrounded by the greatest her-
aldic pomp, whose insignia and badges of
rank, it might be supposed, woull ex-

clude the fell visitant—within the line of
whose marshalled attendants, on the floor
of whose gorgeous ({)alaces, death,it might
be supposed, would never tread—whose
glittering splendour, it might be imagin-
cd, would bribe away death, or forbid his
intrusion, as if he could not taint the at-
mosphere, or sully the pride, of such no-
ble houses,—they must bow under dis-
case, and shake hands with death.—
Death may come, indeed, in an “obsequi-
ous livery of plumes and velvetani cloth
of gold” :—without that he may not enter
palaces. But it is death, undisguised
death, after all The King is no more
exempt from eath than the peasant,and
in that mortal struggle, the highest and
the lowest are on an eguality. What
matters greatness at death 2 The crown
is a bauble then. The King of Lerrors
spares no King because of Ilis crows, a-
ny more than the peasant because of his
poverty., He strikes all ranks. When
sickness comes, rank, wealth, power must
yicld—and it is but a mortal that we see
contending with its throes, and grappling
with its nught. Enter that chamber:itis
on a lonely isle of the sea :—with nonc of
the insignia of royalty about him, and but
a few faithful attendants beside him in his
exile:—and whois that, with brow ac-
customed to command, and eye that had
alanced over a hundred fields of battle,
and hand that wielded the wightiest scep-
tre on carth, and lips that had spoken 1n
bighest council, and from whose word
monarchslearned their fate~—with the pal-
or of sickness and the damps of death,
powerless and silent before a potentate
mightier than bimself 2 Oh, has not
death a signal conquest there? Ilis
conquest is no greater than were the.sonl
of the obsenrest mortal taking its flight
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from earth. It is no greater, but it is
certainly more striking : it carries with
it a more emphaticlesson. Ittells usthat
the mightiest on earth must die, that no
rank, no power, no extent of dominion,
or abi'ities for command, or talents for
strateay or warfare, no might, no prow-
ess, no conquests, can keep sickness or
death at a distance. They obey a high-
er behest than any on earth. Death is
the Messenger—it s the decree—ot God.
© Lhus saith the Lord, thou shalt die, and
not live” When once that decree has
gone forth, no earthly dignity or power,
can stay it.  ezekiah must prepare him-
self to die, when the Lord had spoken the
word.

And as in death the greatness of rank,
and the greatness of dominion, are extin-
guished, so every other kind of greatness
shares the same fate. Genius cannot bid
away death:—no amount of wlent can
shield its possessor. Every now and then
we hear of some who had distinguished
themselves in the paths of literature and
science struck down, another light extin-
guished, another power gone from the
earth.

Nor will riches bribe away death.—
Hezekiah had much wealth, much trea-
sure in his palace, as he afte. ~rds shew-
ed io the ambassadors from the Kiaz of
Babylon. But these had no power to
purchase release from death. The de-
crec was: “thou skalt die, and not live.”
And did the monarch think that either
his rank, or his power, or his riches could
save him? The same Ompipotent being
that had issued the decree alone could re-
voke it, and he made his prayer to God
accordingly, and though that prayer pre-
vailed so that fifteen years were given to
bis life—he was allowed fiftcen years
more on the earth—yet the decree was
fulfilled, and Hezckiah at length slept
with his fathers.

The good die. Hezekiah: ¢ trusted in
the Lord God of Israel ; sothat after him
was none like him among all the Kings of
Judah, nor any that were before him —
For he clave to the Lord, and departed
not from tollowing him, but kept his com-
mandmenis, which the Lord commanded
Moses.”” To have lived virtuously and
piously may be a great support in death,
but it will not exempt from it. Death
has passed upon all men because all have
sinned. All are under that law which
will people the graves, and has already
made the earth one vast scpualchre, where
is entombed the dust of generations. On-
ly two of our race have escaped death;
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and this was not so much for their pre-c-
minent goodness, as, doubtless, to be an
embodied representation of the resurrec-
tion, when that doctrine was yet but par-
tially revealed. The good and bad have
alike been subject to death ; and so will
it be till death has filled his garncr—
till the carth is sown with the dead, and
the harvest of the world has come.  Of-
ten, * the goad die first”: they aretaken
away from the evil to come.  [fow many
afleering examples have weor'this!  We
mast speak in muach ignorance regarding
the ways. or purposes, of God in remov-
ing aiy from this scene of probation. Lat
the carly death of the pious and the gaod
would seem to indicate some special design
in taking them away from the world. They
are Loused in heaven.  But itis not of the
carlydeatb,that we are now speaking--it i
of the death of the good. They must die:
we are not to count it strange that they
dic. Their dcath but tells us, and there
is no other explanation of the mystery,
that they have sinned and fullen tn Adam.
The universal law of mortality points to
some such event as Adaw’s fall.  Scrip-
ture alone tells us why itis that the good
and the virtuous and the amiable die, for
it tells us that all bave sinned. There is
but one way of getting the victory over
death, and that is through him who hath
destroyed death, and him that hath the

wer of death, that is the Devil,—who
iath abolished death and brought life and
immortality to light by the gospel.  Z%en
death is changed. ‘The physical event is
the same, bat all its more momentous as-
pects are different.  For, how does the
Apostle argue? * The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the law, but
thanks be unto God who giveth us the
victory through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
The worst part of death is not the physi-
cal change implied in it : though that we
canuot help regarding with some terror,
with some feelings of reluctance and awe.
When we look at it inits physical as-
pects, we connect it with supposed remain-
ing consciousness on the part of the soul.
We think sow awful it must be to be dead:
as if the soul was conscious of death—as it
it felt that “cold obstruction”—as if it
forsook this warm earth, and became a
tenant of the grave, a “ kneaded clod.”
All the physical terrors of death are oh-
viously owing to this illusion. And ac-
cordingly, even the good, the mast virtu-
ous, the most pious, have their shrinkings
on this very account. So it secms 1o
have been with Hezekiah. He scems to
have recoiled from death in its physical
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aspects.  Verse 14th: ¢ Like a crane or
a swallow so did I chatter ; I did mourn
as a dove: mine cyes fail with looking
upward : O Lovd, L am oppressed ; un-
dertake for 1e”  But that which is chict
Iy terrible about death is its moral and
everlasting bearings,  These, however,
arewitigated 5 nay, are altogether chang-
ed to the believer in Christ, ~ All that was
really terrible and fearful about death is
taken away. Ileaven opensas surely up-
on the soul, as the grave for the body.—
It is the body that zoes down to the dust ;
and let ity for the soul has an immediate
entrance into the presence of (God, and
the enjoyment of heaven.

The wserul die  lezekizh was a re-
former in Isvacl.  Iie took away the Lioh
places and groves, and restored the ordi-
nances of the Lord.  So good a monarch
was he, that there was none like him he-
fore—neither was #here after.  Active
wsefulness does not exempt from death.
‘Those who have been the greatest Lless
ing to this world have died when their
ume came  ‘They have lived, and per-
formed their part, and then God has tak-
en them. Moses died ; Hezekiah died;
the Prophets dicd; the Apostles died;
and have not Martyrs died ¢  Year after
year sees some conspicuous character,
usefnl in hiz day and generation, struck
down, and nolonger permitted to impress
the world or the church with his exerti-
ons, or by his example. We are called
to witness this at present in shorter inter-
vals than a year. Again 7ad again, in
the course of a few years, we have seen
the good and the useful, the active und
the pious, the christian and the philan-
thropist, taken away—sununoned into the
presence of their heavenly master to ren-
der their account, and to receive their
reward. This cught to make the living
the more active, while they may—udo good
as they have opportunity—occupy till
Christ come.  All such occurrences say
tous: © Work while it is day :” * What-
soever thy hand finderh to do, do it w:tix
thy might ; for there is no work, nor de-
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdem jun the
grave, whither thou goest™  This is the
tme for working. There is no work in
the grave, and Heaven alone is the plice
of rest. It has been well said, Lternny
will be long enough for resting :—1ife 15
short enough for the most active cupioy-
ment.  In what way can we be of usein
our day and generation—can we difinse
the truth of Chrisi—spread it in our
neighbourhood, and in the world at large?
Seme way be better adapied for one. o-
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thers for another sphere of usefulness.—
All may do much {\y their example, be.
g in themselves Epistles of Christ, ci-
ties set on a hill, lights in the world. Let
every christian endeavour to do some
good, do all the goud he can.  Let him
five for Christ, and he will find means to
promote his glory. Let him do so under
the 2onsideration that he is soon to be
called away, and to give in his account.
How much would not the dying give to be
able 1o do more for Christ, to be more
useful in the world, or to live for him
whom perhaps they never thought of till
they came to die! It was part offlezekiah’s
reuvet in the prospect of death that he
would be cut off {rom doing any more
cood, from advancing the glory of God,
and the good of his fellows. « The grave
cannot praise thee; death cannot cele-
Lrate thee ;3 they that go down into the
pit caunot bope tor the truth”  If there
15 regret in heaven, it will he that so lit-
tle was donc for the glory of God.and the
cause of Christ in the world. Wil the
most active of those who are now crown-
ed in glory feel any regret at their most
~trennous Jabors in the cause of (God and
of Christ while on carth 2 Will not
taese labors fon their crown of rejoicing
and of glovry ¥ If they restfrom their lo-
Lors, 4o not their wod s follyu: them 7 And
is it not part of the blessedaess of the re-
deemed, that they rest from thear labors,
end their worns do follow them? It is
the reward of grace certainly; but it is
the reward which God and Christ are
pleased to conneet with the fuithiul soi-
vices of his people here

We leaw: from the case of Hezekiah,
that no age is exempt from death. He-
zekiak was still bat in the prime of his
days. On his recovery these were his
words: ¢ Isail in the cuiting ofi ot my
days I shall o to the gates of the grave :
1 am depiiced of the residre of my years.
Mine age is departed. and is removed
from me as a Shepherd’s tent: Thave cut
oft’ like a weaver my iife,” This Heze-
kiah said when he had been sick. and
wzs recovered of fiis sickness.  Itisatrie
observation that 1o age is exemnt from
deatb s but how listde 12 it laid to leart !
Aditde more 1ndulygence s soughtin the
wavs of the world, and in the pleasures
of sin. Weare teo apt to feel, it will be
time enough 10 think of death when we
get oider. Owr improvement, our re-
pentance, our faith in a Saviowr may be
deferred Gl then. Tt seems tmpossible
tuat, full of health and lite, we should gao
w the gates of the grave. we should be-
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hold man no more, with the inhabitants
ofthe world. But another and another
grave opened, tells that all ages go down
there. It receives the youngest, the mid-
dleaged,as well as those whom years have
bentto the carth. Itisasolemn thoughs,that
the most robust, the healthiest, those who
bid fairest for a long life, are those whom
death marks as his own, whom he sclects
for his choicest arrow  He chooses them
out of a neighbourhood, and all are ar-
rested by the surencss of the aim, and by
the suddenness of the stroke. Are we
counting upen long life, and not fearing
the stroke of death? Does it excite 1o
uneasiness 1n us that others are cut down
in the midst of their days? 1o we know
whether we may not be the next abjects
of death’s sure archery ?  Why should he
passoverusand take others? Let not health
or youth speak flatteringly to any, when
death’s quiver seems so rapid in discharg-
ing its shafts. Do we not, as it were,
hear the rustling of death’s wing—the
noise as of his arrows cleaving the air?
—or do we not mark hisdark and hover-
ing shadow, as from the silent land he
makes his way secretly and noiselessl
over the world 2 Who can tell his
course? Who can tell whether that
course may not be to us ?

What is the message? ¢ Set thine
house in order : for thou shalt die, and
not live.” It is unnecessary surcly, to
prove the certainty of death, in the case
of any who have a place on this earth.—
That may be presumed to be sufficiently
well cstablished, and to have indeed been
proved in the remarks already made.—
Aund thereforc to every one, not as an
immediate address or summons from the
E;esence of Jehovah, as it was to Heze-

iah, but as pronouncing a truth which
cannot be gainsaid, announcing a decree
which cannot be resisted, it may be said :
¢ thou shalt die, and not live” What
matters it though it may not be immedi-
ately ? though the decree may not be
executed at once—if it is to be at some
tme? It matters comparatively litile,
whether it is to be soon, or whether it be
later; it isto be, and that is suflicient for
us. The difference of & fow years is of
no account, when the cvent itself is con-
siderad. It is the certainty of the event
itself which ought to impress us; “ thou
shalt die, and not live.” A respite was
given to Hezekiah even afier this mes-
sage by the mouth of the prophet. But
fifrcen years made all the difference —
Whio of us is it that is to see fifteen ycars
more of his lifc on earth? To many,

THE MISSIONARY RECORD.

that would not be a long life afier all —
But within these fifteen years what chan-
gesmay happen! And if death is a the
end of them; or let it be another, and
still another, fifteen years, death will
surely not be far away then: how em.
phatic should be the command or exhor-
tation: ¢« Set thine house in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.”

In the first place, we are to prepare
our hearts for death—to put our souls in
a posture of readiness.  What docs death
imply 7 Whatis death ? What do we
live bere for 7 And where, or urto what
state of being, do we go at death? We
live here to glorify God. That must ob-
viously be the object for which we arcin
this world. But failing in that great ob-
Jject; but not only so, but dishonouring
God, breaking his commandments—do-
ing the very opposite of glorifying God :
Therefore it is that dcith is in"the world,
and it is appointed to us to die—and af:
ter death is the judgmenrt. Death is the
result of man’s failure in the great object
for which he was created, even to glorify
God - it is the punishment of his aposta-
cy, his rebellion, his sin; it is the inflic-
tion of God’s wrath against our race ; and
it but ushers the soul to the bar ot the
Judge, into the presence of God, who is
Judge of all the earth. But what prepa-
ration is necessary for that solemn event,
so momentous to the destinies of ourrace
and toevery individual ? It might be sup-
posed that we had but to await that ¢-
vent, that we bad but to wait our fate,
the decree affixing our eternal destiny.—
No, God bas revealed a remedial scheue,
suited to our state asrebels and sinners
against him, and intended to deliver us
from this state of rebellion and gailt,and
introduce us into the favour of God, and
into his presence in heaven. That
scheme has been appointed, has been ac-
complished, and is now revealed, and is
in operation through the ministry of
God’s word, and the agency of His Spi-
rit.

Set thine house in order. Give wel-
come to this scheme of mercy and recon-
ciliation. Belicve on the name of the
only begotten son of God. Receive the
gift of ctetnal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Be persuaded to entertain the
overtures of reconciliation, made to you
by an offended God—the very God a-
gainst whom you have sinned, and before
whom you are to appear. It is he who
has issaed this command—who said to
Hezckiah: « Set thine house in order,”
and who is saying so to cvery individual
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to whom the word of God contes, and to
whom its calls and invitations and admo-
nitions are addressed: * Sct thine house
in order.” Believe in the Lord Jesus
Christ now  Prepare to meet thy God.
Put not oft your repentauce, your day of
wreparation. Thow shalt dic and not
ive. There is nothing more certain than
that thou shalt die. ‘Lhat event may be
rearer at hand than we imagine, and if
it find us unprepared, without an inte-
rest in the Saviour, without faith in
Clrist, still in an ungenerate state, stili
in our sins, without the new creation, un-
fit for heaven, without those tastes and
affections which qualify for it—if’ it find
us out of Christ, without the spirit of
Christ, without the grace of Christ, with-
out the love of Christ, and not in the pa-
tient waiting for of Christ, not looking
nor longing for Christ—what shall be-
come of us? What is to become of the
soul after death ? Where shall it go—
if it has not believed in the Lord Jesus ?

How scvere must be that punishment
which its sins must entail! How awful
must be the wrath of God! Ilow dread-

ful the doom of the impeniteut and the
ungodiy ! If the righteous scarcely be
saved—with diflicully—by a miracf;: of
God’s merey-—where shall' the wicked
and ungodly appear ? Now, then, wkile
vou may, while yet Christ is offered, while
the gospel is preached, while yet God is
to be found—while wrath is not execut-
cd, and mercy is yet extended : “Set thine
house in order.”

This exhortation may be addressed to
believers as well as unbelievers. To them
itisa call to still stronger faith—more
stcady obedience—more diligent watch-
fulness, and greater and more habitual
preparedness for death. Set thine house
inorder. Be waiting for the approach
of death—he looking for it—expest it:
“ thou shalt die, and not live” Haveall
in readiness—your faith—have your
hearts prepared  Live in the fear of
God, in the love of God, and in the pati-
ent waiting for of Christ. Be repenting
of any sin you have recently contracted.
Let not ary sin be unrepented of. Put
away all sin from you. Be not found
loving sin, and practising it. Be more
and more weaned from the world. You
are soon to leave it. It is 2ot to be your
pottion. Letall be waiting’and ready for
the coming of Christ: he is to come—to the
believer, for salvation—to the sinner, who
has not yet believed in Jesus,for immediate
aud everlasting condemnation. Go over,
a3 1t were, anew all your past accounts
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or transactions with God. Look to your
past lives, your whole bistory, and seck
anew, by repentance and faith in the wa-
viour, to have your sins pardoned and
your persons accepted. Look anew to

the blood of sprinkling—to the s'ieddin

of Christ’s blood—to his all-atoning an
vicarious death and suretiship. Let the
Spirit of Christ dwell in you—the Spirit
of God. Let all the graces of the Spirit
adorn your character So will you be
ready when death comes, come when it
wmay, and you shall enter into the rest,
and everlasting joy of your Lord. If
your house be in order when Christ
comes, you shall find his house of many
mansions in order, and ready to receive

you.

—0
REMARKS

ON THE

“ Reply of the Synod of the Preshyterian
Church of Nova Scotia, to the Letter
of the Free Church Synod du-
cliving the Union.”

DY THE REV. PROFESSOR KING.

SEVENTH ARTICLE.

There is something ludicrous, which
even the importance of the case cannot
prevent one from feeling, in the idea of
the legal authorities of Scotland, through
their successive generatiors, remaining
in utter ignorance with respect to the
meaning of the statutes which were sup-
posed to have secured the liberties of the
Church of Scotland, till Dean of Faculty
Hope and Robert Whigham, Esq. Advo-
cate (for these were the great lumina-
rics,) emerged above the horizon.  So it
is, however, that the Judicial Bench in
the Court of Session acknowledges the
reception of a new light ; and decisions
accordingly have been come to whichrun
courter to all that had be-n believed and
practised, in reference to these matters, as
aflecting the Church of Scotland, for 150
vears. The fact that decisions of so ne-
vel a character have been given is unde-
niable ; and this circumstance alone
should, with every candid mind, free the
Chureh of Scotland, while as the Estab-
lishment she still asserted her liber?’,
from the charges which were so lavishly
heaped upon her, as if she had set herself
in mere recklessness to violate the civil
statutes through which she enjoyed her
temporalitics as an_ Established Church.
The course which she was pursuing was
not only right in itself, and one which,
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as a Church of Christ, she was bound to
pursue, whatever temporal advantages
she might forfeit by her faithfulness; but
it was a course in which, from the hither-
to recognised principles of her civil es-
tablishment, she had every reason to ex-
pect she would be supported, as being
most distinetly within her acknowledged
Jjurisdiction.

But what really is the new light that
has atlength been ditlused upon subjects
which were supposed to be pretty weil
understood betore ?  Listen to Dean of
Laculty Hope. According to Robert-
son's Report of the Auchrerarder Case,
vol L P. 183, speaking of the Ruman Ca-
tholic Church, at the time of the Ruior-
mation, he says, ¢ Tuc authority of the
existing Church was completely” annull-
ed; and for some time no csiablistinent
whatever existed in its roomn It was
not by pouring fresher blood inw the cs-
sified and corrupted veins of the ancient
system that our Reformation was accomne.
plisbed. A new and vigorous—a ouny
and untried fabrie, full of energy and
power, was created Ly the state, i the
room of that which the s.ate overturned
and abolished.  say crEA rED—/0r il 1wus
deciscdormed,moulded, instituted,und cre-
ated wholly, and of ncie, by theSiate.”  In-
dependemly of the older and the better
light, which history throws on the subject
hercereferred to, it happens rather untor-
tunately for the learned Dean’s argument
that, while various acts of the Scottish
Parliament ratity the liberties of the true
Kirk,these acts prefer no claim tothis cre-
ative power which has Leen asciiled to
them.  Ou the contrary,they  recounize
the church as already constituted, whea
they adopt ir, and sceure to it the bene-
fits of the establishment.  Jtis true,James
VI, and his ungodly courtiers, endes-
voured to subvertalitlis. Tu 1384, they
introduced into their legislation prmgie
ples which accord with tee views of the
Dean of Faculty.  Iu thatyoar they sue-
ceeded in getung  through Parliament
cerain acts—hnown in history as the
Dlack Acts—in which the doetrine was
laid down hat the Lotablisiod Charch
had no iutrinsic autiorily. and tat all
Lar power must be conternod Ly the Siate.
The ceclestastical seprcnacy oi'the erown
Wi HOW Set ap § ol aet was puesed, uot
as o funer oueasions, it ing the li-
Letty of the Kz, but “auent the hiber-
ty of the preaching of the true Word of
God. wad adn nisiradon of the Sacra-
menis;” whie anothoer discharged » ail
Jurisdic foas, and judgments not approv.
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ed by Parliament, and all assemblies, and
conventions, without our SovereignLord'y
special license and commandment.” 1'hys,
however, was done in prosecution of (he
attupt to estabiish the episcopal hiera:-
chy. “Thatattempt did notsuceeed.  Ine
General Assembly which met in 1os
proceeded, notwithstanding, more fully
to organize its own courts, and particu-
larly to erect Presbyteries, for the adun-
istration of the atfairs of the Church—
After sume further struggles, the hierti-
cs of the Chnreh, even as an Establish-
ment, were again secured.  Theact 1592,
by whicl this was cflected, and which is
si ll referred 1o as the Charter of the Bs.
tablished Church of Scotland, does not
pretend to ereate Presby teries, it does
nol condenn the church for appointig
Presbyteries while the act 15843 ood un-
repealed, but it © ratities and approves
the Synodical and Provincial Assemblies,
to be holden by the said Kirk and Mins-
ters, twice cach yuar, as they have been
aitd are presently i usetodo within every
Provinee of this Realin ; and ratiies and
approves the Dresbyteries and par-
ticular Sessions appomted by the sanl
Kirk.” ‘That act sets aside the erastian
acts of 1584 ; and, with a distinet recog.
nition of the Divine authority which crea
ted, instituted, and moulded the Chureh,
it declares particularly with respeet to
that act which had asserted the King's su-
premacy that it  shail no ways be preju-
dicial, nor derogate any thing to the pri-
vilege that God bias given to the spiritual
oflice-bearers in the Kirk, corcerning
heads of religion, matters of heresy, ex-
cauununication, collation or deprivation
of ministers, ur any such hke essential
censures, spr cially grounded, and baving
warrant ot tue Word of God.” In pu-
feet obliviousness of all this, and as it s
province bad been not to expound exist-
g statuies,but toinsiruct legislatorsin the
prnciples upon which, according to his
view, souind tegislation should proceed,
the Dean, i tue report above quoted, 1
134,15 represeated as saying, * Lhe ques-
tion 1 ady ert te mvolves the claim ot Di-
Viee Ryshit—of'a power to legislate and
regulate as bostewed on the Chureh by
its great Sparitual Uead, aud malenable
as 1 i pre-emineut manner derived from
the gathoriy, aud accompanied by the
Llessing, of God.  “Lhis, my Loids, is the
must pernicious errar by which the blessed
truths of’ Christianity can be perverted, and
its influcnce on the Social System blight-
ed and destroyed—an error which arms
failible man with the belief that he pos-
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sesses the power and authority of the Di-
vine Teacher whom he worships, and
Jeads him to dlisregard all rights,or usages,
or laws which interfere  wita the end
whi b he is thus taught to believe he has
a divine commission to accomplish,or with
the anthority which be believes he is
cammissioned to entoree.”

Before he was enilightened by these
and simila argaments, the Lord Pres.-
deat Hope, with all preceding lawyers,
Lal fully admitted the independence and
legislative power in spivitual matters
which belonged to the Church of Scot-
land. In particular, he recoguised the
constitutional character of'the right which
the Assembly 1833 exercised, when it
raised the ministers of the Parliamenta-
ry Churches 1o the standing of Parish
ministers in reference tospiritual matters
—~1le then said, “ Tlus was a matter
within the proper Pm\incc of the Assem-
bly. They had the power to pass such
an act, awd they exercised that power.—
And 1 see no contliet between the provi-
sions of this act and those of the statute.
The Parlimment on the one hand, and
the Assembly on the other, cach being
supreme in its own province, passed their
respective enactments, both tending to-
wards the same end, and the last being
in supplement of the first.  The Assem-
bly made no disjunction of the parishes
quoad civilia, but it declared the minis-
ters to be members of all Church courts
and it also declared them to possess all
the privileges of the parvish ministers of
Scotland, AND THAT THE ASSEMBLY A-
J.ONE coULD 10.”  After the reception
of the new light, the sume Judge could
allew himself to say, in the Auchterarder
Case (Robertson’s Report, vol. I1 . 10),
“that our Saviour isthe lcad of the
Kirk of Scotland in any temporal or le-
gislative or judicial sense, is a position,
which I can dignify by no other name,
than absurdity. The PaARLIAMENT is
the temporai head of the Clurch, from
whose acts, and from whose acts alone,
it exists as the national Chureh, and from
which alone it derives all its powers.”—
Ilis Lordship would seem to have ima-
gined that what the Church of Scotland
resisted in the seventeenth century was,
not the supremacy of any earthly power,
as in opposition o the supremacy of the
Lord Jesus Christ ; but the supremacy of
the King, as in opposition to that of Yar-
liament. It was, however, an act of Par-
liament which, in 1669, asserted ¢ His
Majesty’s supremacy over all persons,
and in all causes Ecclesiastical ;” but ev-
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en to that Parliamentary authority the
Church would not bow ; and it has been
shown that that act was abrogated in
1690, as being ¢ inconsistent with the es-
tablishment of the Church government
now dusired.”  Withall deference,there-
fore, for his Lordship's opinion, and do-
ing full justice to the learning and inge-
nuity of the Dean’s argument, it may be
observed, that this single circumstance
shows that in 1690 Parliament did not
feel that it had any supremacy over the
Church of Scotland—that, on the con-
trary, instead of moulding that Church
10 its mind, it had just to” accommmodate
its legislation to the already recognised
principles of the Church which the nati-
on desived to have established. The
Lord President’s arguments drawn trom
the Court of Cassation in France, and
the Court of Queen’s Bench in England,
can Le no warrant for the assumption of’
a similar jurisdiction by the Court of
Session, which, by the very terms of its
appointment, was confined within a more
limited range of jurisdiction than these
Courts, even in temporal aftairs; and
conld still less be a warrant for the as-
sumption of authority over a Church,
which was established as a body whose
principles and whose practice had uni-
formly repudiated the idea of acknow-
ledging any head but the Lord Jesus
Cluist.

When views such as have teen thus
expressed by the Lord President could
influence the judgments delivered in the
Court of Session, it is not surprising to
find that in the Iouse of Peers the rea-
sons assigned by the Law Lords who ex-
pressed tieir opinions on the Auchterar-
der Case, in the two diflerent stages in
which by appial it was bronght under
their  consideraiion, were drawn, not
from the peculiar constitution of the
Churels which was established at the Ie-
volution—not {from the acts of the Scot-
tish Parliament guarantecing the privi-
leges which were suppused to lve been
subsequently secured to hier in perpetuity
by the Act of Security atthe Union with
England, but from supposed avalogies of
Euglish law, and from modes of proceed-
ing in certain matters aflecting theChurch
of England—a Church wlich expressly
acknowledges the sovercign as supreme
“inall causes Leclestastical”  Overlook-
ing the peculiarities of the establishment
of the Church of Scotlaed, Lord Broug-
ham is reported to have said, in deliver-
ing his opinion on the Case for damages
against the Presbytery of Auchterarder
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for refusing to settle Mi. Young, “ An
exception was made in the case of a court
of justice, who were not auswerable for
an error in judgment, however injurious,
as it followed from the naturc of the dis-
cretionary power entru. od to them ; but
when there tas no disc. elion, as in the
present case, they were bound to perform
the duty, and liable to the consequences.
The Court of Session, whick was the su-
perior, had found that the Presbytery,
which waz the inferior Court,had acted 1l-
Jegally and in contravention of the law ;
and ho had never heard of a case in
which an inferior Court had been up-
held in its refusal to obey ITS sUrERIoR
Counry.” Of course those Judges in the
Court of Session who had entertained a
very different view of the law, and who
had expressed thei» opinions accordingly,
felt themselves controlled by the judg-
ment of the house of Lords, to which con-
fessedly the Court in which they are
Judges is subordinate. It is interesting,
howgver, to observe how, while they Low
to the decision, they express themselves
as to the novelty of the views which have
been thus sanctioned, and the extent to
which the hitherto understood constituti-
on and freedom of the Scottish Eeclesi-
astical Iistablishment have bLeen thereby
affecied.  Some specimens have been al-
ready given. It may be useful, sill far-
ther, to call attention to the following.
In giving his opinion on the Lethendy
Case, Lord Cockburn states what he con-
ceives to be the import of the decision of
the house of Lovds in the fivst appeal of
the Auchterarder Case. llc sayy, (Ro-
bertson’s Report, 1" 83.), ¢ The doctrine
scens tome to be, that except on the two
points of trying and of ordaining, the
Presbytery acts so little spiritually, that
itacts subject to civil control.  In short,
that the claim of the Church indirectly
to control the patron, by procceding on
tests of popular consent, iu order to en-
force the principle of non-intrusion, is
without fhundation in law; aud that the
Chureh, though tvee, like any other infe-
rior cicil court, to give its opinions in the
first instance, is ultimately, like these
courts, an instrument in the hand of the
civil tabunal.  This certamly leaves few
traces of what T have hitherto been al-
ways acceustomerd to think the Church of
Scotlind.  Tam far from Saying that it
extinguishes, or even changes, that con-
stitution ; becaunse I ean admit the Church
to have no constitution but what the law,
as delivered by the vowrts, gives it.  But

it so essentially changes what I have till
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now helieved to be its constitution, that 1
cannot wonder at a Presbytery commit-
ting the mistake of walking by the old
light. Indeed, every particular part of
this doctrine will probably require to be
fixed by positive decision, before it will
be generally received as law.”

The same learned Judge says, in the
Stewarton Case, in which he was again
in the minority, * It the principle con-
tended for by the suspenders be well
founded, viz. that we can always enter
the Church courts, and control their cc-
clesiastical acts where these appear to us
to be itlegal, then it seems to me that this
result—namely, that the Church has no
independence whatever, is inevitable.—
This result i not avowed. On the con-
trary, it is deprecated. 'The suspenders
profuss the utmost reverence for the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the Church, in
what they tenn its proper concerns; but
they never give even a single example
of what these concerns are  And 1 find
that they do not consider the Churely’s ju-
risdiction as exclusive, in what 1 deem its
most purely spiri'ual region. For in-
stance, they hold the Church to be en-
tirely subject to this Court, at lvast in the
form of damages, in giving or withhold-
ing ordination, in suspension, in depriva-
tion, and in disposing of claims for seats
i its own courts ; in other words,through-
out the whole admission, exclusion, and
discipline of its ministers, and in the
power of determining the composition of
the tribunals, on which the whole busi-
ness of the Church depends  After this,
1 cannot faney the act so spiritual as that
the Court of Nession caunot subvert it —
It would be the greatest satisfaction to
me, il had one single such act speci-
fied ”

In the same-Stewarton Case, Yord Jofi-
rey, who was also in the munority, having re-
ferred to o vaviety of cases in which the
Church had exceressed its hitherto acknow-
ledged right of appointing ministers quoud
sacree, says, © But though, from the circum-
stances now referred to, the instances of
those appointments have necessarily been
few, I think they have been quite enough to
fix their Jegality, and the true construction
of the statutes under which they were made;
and, in truth. that they are as numerous as,
1 think. could have been reasonably expect-
ed, although the power to make them had
been engrossed in express terms in the sta-
tute-haok,  They were ull made openly, and
all without challenge ; and when 1find that
the whole current of suthority, from the days
of Sir James Stewart down to Bankton and
Erskine—Sir John Connel. (assisted, as i
geaerally understood, by his venerable fa
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ther-in-law), and Presidents Blir and Hope
in onr owa day, are all more or less direet.
1y in favour of the existence of this particu.
lar power; while the general doctrine of the
absolute independence of the Church courts
in matters ccelesinsticul, and the incompe-
teriey of this Court to interfere with them,
axeept as to civil cousequences, is distinet-
1y recognised by Stair, Kames, Lord res.
tongrange, and Mr. Crosbie, n‘!d in the ar-
guments and decisions of this Court itself
in the cases of Auchtermuchty, Lanark, and
Dunse—especially as reported by LordMon-
hoddo—I must be permitted to say, that the
novelty is, beyond all dispute, on the side of
those who have recently challenged its legal-
ity, and not of those who are still inclined
to uphold it: And, indecd, when I further
consider the unaninous and unchallenged
votes by which the law admitting thechapel
ministcrs and thosc.of the parliamentary
churches to the full privileges of the estab-
lishment, in 1833 and 1834, and the decisi-
on actually pronounced, upon the assump-
tion of this legality, by this Court in 1836,
(though afterwards departed from,) I can
cntertain no doubt that the clear recogniti-
on of this powver in the statute of Will. 1V,
as to voluntarily endowed churches, was not
introduced  inadvertently or without due
consideration; but upon a clear and, I can-
net Lut think, & most reasonable conviction
in those who prepared it, that by the law, ag
then understood, these appointments were
beyond doubt within the lawful power and
competency of the Church. I cannot, there-
fore, part quite so lightly as some of your
Lordships seein inclined to do with this
distinet recognition of the power now ques-
tioned, in a recent statute of the realm ; and
though, I know not what doudts, and 1
know not what fears, haye since fallen upon
ns, I feel myself constrained to say, that 1
shall hold as long as I can by the law which 1
learned in my youthy and have yet scen no rea-
son to abandon in my old aye.”

Let tho pleadings then at the bar of the
civil courts—let the opinions of the Judges,
whetker in the majority or in the minority,
of the Court of Session—let the opinions of
the Law Lords who expressed their minds
on the Auchterarder cases—let all these be
considered, and it will be evident that, while
there were opposing parties pleading for
very different objects in the courts, while
there were conflicting opinions among the
Judges of the Court of Session as to the de-
cisions that ought to have been given i the
cases referred to; theve was bat one opivion
cantertained by the counsel, by the Judges,
and by the lenrned Lords in the House of
Peers, as to what must he the position of
the Church under the authority of the deci-
sions which have been actually given, which
have now become final, and which the Stase,
by the rejection of the Claim of Right, has
declared 1o involve the terms on which the
Establishment is now upheld. What one
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portion of these men aimed at, what another
ortion of them deprecated, as nccessarily
mvolved in that interpretation of the laws
which met with the sanction of the State,
has been §ully realized ; and the Ecclesiasti-
cal Establishment of Scotland is now di-
vested of every particle of freedom as a
Church of Christ. It is formally placed, as
a mere corporation, under the contral of the
Court of Session. As Dr. McCulloch, Mi-
nister of the West Parish, Greenock, aceur-
ately expressed it, * the Church is laid pros-
trate at the feet of the civil Magistrate.”

It is very evident, then, that the Estab-
lishment now upheld in Scotland cannot be
recognized as the proper representative of
the Church that.was established at the Re-
volution. If tlie * outed Ministers” could
have submitted to such torms as those on
which the Establishinent is now kept up—
if they could have yiclded as submissively
to the moulding of the civil magistrate as
the men who now occupy the parish pulpits
in Scotland ; it is very cicar that there could
havo been no need to prepare the way for
their return to the Establishment, by the ab-
rogation of the Parliamentary cnactment
asscrting the King'’s supremacy “in causes
ceelesiastical ;” there could: have been no
rcason why they sheuld ever have occupied
the position of ** outed ministers” at all, A
Church whose very women could suffer
martyrdom rather than compromise the
crown rights of the Redeemer, would not
readily acknowledge as their legitimate de-
scendants a body who, rather’ than forego
their temporalities, would yield the most
abject submission to the dictation of Caesar
in respect to the aftairs of Christ's house.
But there is aslittle reason to suppose, that
the Seceders of the Associate Presbytery
would acknowledge as their genuine repre-
sentatives those who, witnessing such sad
defections, had no testimony to lift up a-
gainst them. They would scorn the idea
that the protest which had been left with
the Establishment in 1733 could meet the
exigency of the case that was presented in

It is, however, quite possible that new
ground may be here taken up, and that the
brethren of the Presbyterian Synod may
maintain that they have extended their Pro-
test and their Testimony beyond that which
was maintained by the primitive Seceders
—that ‘whereas t e{ simply lifted up their
testimony against the prevailing moderate
majorities of their day, the brethren of the
Presbyterian Synod lift up their testimony
agninst the entire Church as an Ecclesiasti-
cal Establishment, and would trace all the
evils of that bondage to which the Frce
Church would not submit exclusively and
necessarily to the very condition of an Es-
tablished Church. This would be speaking
out; and it seems, a least, to be the bear-
ing of the remark which the brethren
make when they say, “ So far flom approv-
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ing of the terms on which she holls her en-
dowinents, they disapprove altegether of
her connexion with the state, as imposing
trarnmels, which are incon istent with thar
perfect frecdom which is the birtherizht of
Zion ; and have gone 1o lengths in asseriing
the freedum of Christ’s Church, and in
maintainiug the wrehts of his people, to
which the Free Charch has searcely yet at-
tained.”  There are several poin's
here that require somc  mnotice. iy,
This, as the Reply of the Preshyterian Sy-
nod, commits the Presbyterian Church m
this Province, as a body, 10 & condenmation
of the principle of Licclesiastical Istablish-
ments. In a subsequent part of their Re-
ply they say “ We confess that with a few
exceptions we are voluntaries ;" but these
exceptions, it seems, are too few and incon-
sidersble to prevent the Synod from iswuing,
in the name of the whole body, this Reply,
in which they say ™ So far from approvmng
of the terms on which she holds her en-
dowments, they disapprove altogether of
her connexion with the state, as imposing
trammeis which are inconsistent with that
perfect freedow which 1s the birth-right of
Zion* Asabody, therefore, they condemn
what the primitive Seceders most firmly
maintained; aund those who are acquainted
with the history of the Secession Church in
Scotland kuow, that if certain parties there
calling themselves Scceders had been equal-
ly explicit,in the progress of some luw pro
cesses which were carried on there several
years ago, a considerable amount of Charch
property might be in different hands from
those which now hold it. 2ndly, As the
Presbyterian Synod have mnot only ceased
10 hold, but have openly condemned, pria-
ciples which ertered very essentinlly into
the Testimony of the primitive Scceders,
and on the groand of which they were pro-
perly styled, not Disseniers, but Seceders;
they ought in all fuirness to give up speak-
ing about their *fathers of the Sceession.”
They have forfeited all clsim to be recogni-
sed as genuine Scceders. 3rdly, If the
brethren of the Presbyterian Synod imagine
that the principles which guided to those
decisions which forced on the Disruption,
are principles which can apply ouly to an
Established Church, they are labouring un-
der o very gricvous mist:ke. The essen-
tial principle of that argun.cnt of the Dean
of Faculty which, unkappily for the inter-
ests of religious frredom. was adopied, is,
that wherever there is a civil interest con-
cerned, kowever indircetly, the civil courts
have a right to review and control the entire
proceedings of church courts even in the
most spiritual matters, far what they may
regard as the due protection of that civil in-
terest. ‘The Voluntaries in Scotland raised
a shont of triumph as cach adverse decision
was given against the Church of Scotland,
when contending sgainst this moustrous
principle; but when, in carrying it through,
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all the statutes which had been hitherto
cunsidered as 20 nany fences to protect the
liberty of the Chiureh of Scothuud were for-
ced 0 gne way, it was soun shownthat not
ouly Drad the privagzes of the Estatbuishiment
been vivtated, but the general dedences of
1ehigious freedom were biohen duwn.

The warrnnt for this assertion may be
beet learned from the foilowms extracis
from the Edinburgh © Witness” of the Lith
and the 23th Jany,, 1813. The brethren of
the Preshyterian Synod are invited to cons:
der these exsracts with all setioustiess, und
then to explain what they mesn when,
the face of such a case, and after the Dis.
ruption of 1843, they venture to say, they
“ have goue to lengths in asserting the free-
dom of Christ’s Church, and in maintaining
tire rights of his people, to which the Free
Church has searceiy yet attained.”

*“The Seccession Presbytery of Stiriing
had deposed Mr. Ruthertord of Falkirk and
three of s elders.  They appointed one of
dheir muber to inthinate this sentence in
AMr. Rutherford’s churcl:. An interdiet a-
saiyst his aduussion to the Chuareh for the
parpose of intimating it, was applied for
and obtamed, and the person appointed ve-
rr properly obeyed tlus interdict in so far,
that he abstained from entering Mr. Itu-
therford’s place of wership; but what we
wish our readers to notice is, that if we are
rightly informed, he did not even intimatethe
sentence of deposition t all.  Now there
might possibly be some shadow of excuse
for this, inasmuch as. smee the precise thing
appointed to be done was physically imjpos-
sible, tlie mimster might perhaps reckon
himself, warranted in applying to lns Pres-
bytery for new instructions in the unforscen
cemergeney.  We are willing ro admit this.
although itis a large concession.  But a new
case arose, by wiach the principles  of onr
Scceding friends were move etieetually put
te thetest. Seven of Mr. Rutherford s ol
ders adhered 1o the Preshyvtery, and repu-
diated his new and strange doutrines.  The
Preshytery appointed 2 minister to consti-
tute a Scssion, with the aid of these sound
clders, This Session having met, cited cor-
tain members of the congregation to appear
betore them, with 2 view to discipline in
connection with the recent divisions. But
o ! a new interdict was immediately asked
and obirined, agawst the Rirk-Session pro-
ceeding against these parties on the citati-
ons given, aud onthe old hackueyed gronad
that the discipline they might exercise
would atfect the civil rights of the refracto-
ry members.  And, will our readers belicve
it? this interdict was olwyed, the Kivk-Ses-
sion broke up, and the members resolved to
give in answers to the civil Court. By such
a proceeding our readers will at once see
that the Erastian supremacy of the Civil
Courts over the discipline of the Secession
was acknowledged. If the Civil Courts
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can arrest that discipline for one moment,
they can do it for cver. Ifthey can wmirest
discipline on the pretence that civil rigats
are invoived, they will never want such a
pretext. 1 they can do it in one Kirk-Ses-
sion, they ean do it in all. Bur perhaps
this sinful subinission, so unlike the con-
ducet of Lanicl, of the Apostles, and ¢ven of
our own reviled 1ainisters, ia similar civ-
cumstaaces, was aictated by world!y poliey.
“ Weshall behave better,” said they w them-
selves, “ than the rebedlious Establishnent.
We shall affect to reverence and respect
these civil Judges, even when they iutrude
into our province. We shall thereby con-
ciliate the favour of Ciesar, and he will let
us go free  Accordingly, they oheyed Co-
sar mstead of God in the seantime, came np
to Edinburgh and argued the question be-
fore the civil Judge; and they have receiv-
ed their vewwed. Zhe interdict has been
confirmed ; and we are all now in breathiess
expeetation to know what they will donext.”

“Weare glad to discover frum a recent
article in the Scotsman, that our Seceding
fricnds are beginning to healive to the dan-
ger to which they are exposed from the u-
surping spirit of the Civil Courts. They
admit that the recent interdict iu the case of
Falkirk, “involves the question  whether
Voluntary Churches, in the excreise or dis-
cipline, ure liableto be controiled or inter-
fered with by the CivilCourt.”  Aundin pro.
ceeding to describe that interdict itself, they
represent it as having been* atterly incom-
petent, inconsistent with frcedom of con-
science and with religious liberty, injurions’
to morality, and contrary to public policy.”
We are precisely of the same opinion; hut
‘we as clearly helieve that the coutrary view
is merely a following out, and nothing more,
of the principle of the recent interdicts in
regard to the  Established  Church; and,
morever, it is important v our frictds to
counsider, that although such is their opinion
and ours, yet, in contormity with the prin-
ciple announced in Siv James  Grahiua's
letter, such questions, as being questions of
Jwrisdiction, must, in the opinion of our pre-
sentrulers, he finally decided, not by them,
nor by tlie Word of God, but by the mere
will of the civil Comits. 1{ the Court of
Session should thercfore finally decide, and
the House of Lords confirm the decision,
that such interdicts are not * utterly incom-
petent,” but highly necessary, the question
remains, what would the Sceeders do 7—
What could they do exeept what we have
done amidst their opposition. They would
be foreed cither to relinguish their claim to
the charncter of & Churenr ruled by Christ's
Word, or todisobcy what is improperly
called the #law oftheland.”  "This questi-
on is all the more urgent, beeause, in so far
as the matter has yet goue, the Civil Court
has unhcsitatingly asserted its claim to ju-
risdiction and authority in all such cases—
The Scotsman, no doubt, says that the Se-

203

ceders have manifested “aflrm determina-
tion to support their rights.  They have ap-
peared in Cou}'l, met their aceusers, and
pled their religions rights before the Judg-

oS appointel o proteet themn”  True, bue
he focugets to add that tie Judges, atter heay-

g their pleadings confivaed the interdict—
We are now, Lowever, informed that this
interdict is withirawn; but the question
still is, who withdrew it?  Not the Judge,
in cons quence of discovering thar he had
overstepped his provinee.  The very opy.o-
site of this. It was withdrawn, itscems, by
consent of parties, and in  circumstances
which would be none the worse of being ex-
plained. This withdrawal does not ufiect
the claim of the Judges. Andinwhatstate
does this leave the Secession Church ¢ It
Ieaves them wigha & recorded judgment of
the civil Courts against them, to the effect
that any of their members, upon whom they
are abuut to exercise discipliune, has only to
go to Edinburgh, and say that his civil in-
terests are about to be injured (which can
always be done), and he will at once -ob-
tain an iuterdict to arrest the progress of
disvipline.  We grant, and are quite aware,
that, in the language of our contemporary,
this is * inconsistent with ficedom of consci-
ence and with religions liberty, injurious to
morality, anedl contrary to sound policy ;"
but stil! what wemaintain is, that at present
this is thie actual state of the fuct.

——0

LETTER FROM THE REV ALEX-
ANDER SUTHERLAND.
2o the Editor of the Missionary Record.
. Prcrou, Deer. 1851,
Ay Dear Siny—
Since your last publication, I have
returned from Prince Edward’s Island,
after a very interesting visit; being my
fourth and last for this scason. My stay
on any of these occasions did not exceed
ten days, and was chiefly confined to
Scotch Settlement and New Lendon—
“The people of that congregation have pe-
culiar clains upon wmy attention. The
Brethren seitled to the eastward render
within these large and populous districts
(with which De Sable and Long Creek
arc conjoined at present), what services
they can; but the distance isso great,
and their services are so much required
in their more immediate spheres of la-
bour that the proportion given to this
congregation must come far shortof what
such asare acquainted with that field
woald expeet.  The elders conduct read-
ings in the churches on the Sabbath ; and,
at least in one distant locality, another
deveted individual conducts a similar ser-
vice for-those in Lis neighbourhood.
They have made mavy applications for
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a fixed pastor, though without success.—
‘Their last call, however, has been aceept-
ed, which gives universal aratification;
and they are now doing what in them
lies for the encouragement and comfort of
the minister, if spared to be translated in
spring. The people of New London
were greatly delighted that his fixed re-
sidence was likely to be among them.—
The Honourable S. Cunard has most li-
berally offered land and assistance to
build a Manse thereon, whenever it
might be convenient. The promise was
made when Dr. Begg was in these Colo-
nics. A very conveniently situated Lot
can be had in New London,and, of course,
application will be nade accordingly.—
They are beginning to make preparati-
ons for the Manse.

There is a neat Church at New Lon-
don already. The gallery is not quite
seated, but the body and the pulpit are
finished in a manner that is highly credi-
table to the spirit and taste of the people.
‘The young men are patting a porch toir,
in which is the stair to the gallery. The
church is enclosed with a stone wall in
front. Indeed f cannot omit saying that
it bears a just proportion to their own
dwellings.  In too many instances, while
people’s own dwellings demonstrate how
much of the Lord’s goodness they possess,
they also prove how much their heart is
set on the carnal enjoyment, rather than
on the scriptural disposal of what bas
been bestowed upon them.  Whatever a
people may profess to know, believe, feel,
and regard in religion,—if they know not
the house of God as a glory among them
—if they believa not that it has a prima-
Ty clum upon them—if they feel not
lazk of duty to it to be adishonourto the
Most Hish who should be worshipped
there, and to be asa witness against them-
selves, their profession, if not false, is far
from scriptaral.  No tent in the wilder-
ness equalled the tent or tabernacle of
the Lord. No honse in Jerusalem could
bear any comparison with the temple.—
Alas! while degrading superstition can
rearits splendid temples for« dead idols,”
many devout worshippers of the ¢ Lord
of Hosts” seem never to think that reli-
gion, whilc hating trampery, insists on de-
cency and decorum. I trust, however,
that a spirit of improvement is on the in-
crease 1m this respect.

I hield four diets of catechising—spent a
Sabbath, and baptized thirtcen children.
The catechetical exercises werc quite new
to many, and all seemed tobe greatly de-
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lighted with them Their intellizgence,
their teachablencss, and the interest which
they took in these exercises, gave me the
utmost satisfaction. They are exposed to
many uofavourabie influences; bur, so
far as public instruction is concerned, the
young are most in danger of being drawn
away. Tho aged who have been favour-
ed with religious instruction before com-
ing to the Colonies—especially4if they
had any real relish for it—ecannot have
much relish for what is merely soral, ev-
en where it can be said to be doctrinally
sound. The inexpericnced youth, and
such as take no pains to possess correct
seriptural views, are apt to be deceived
with verbose confidence, from which pre-
sumptuous ignorance isall the religion
that can be expected. But from ail I
can judge, if seriptural doctrines were
clearly held forth before them,and brought
aright to bear upon the head, the heart,
and the life, the fruit would be abundant
and satisfying.

After leaving New London, I proceed-
ed to Scotch Settlement where I held
one diet of catechising, and also preached
on the following day. ®ur time and at-
tention have been more fully directed to
this place already, so that all that need he
said now is, that they greatly rejoice in
the prospect ot a stated pastoral superin-
dence. The hope of future blessings will
go far to obliterate past privations They
regret that the fixed residence of the mi-
nister is not to be among themselvas—
They will co-operate with the people of
New London in their preparations. Time
did not allow of my visiting De Sable
and Long Creek. Al these stations are
at present joined i one charge ro secure
a regular share of services; but before
an additional labourer can be obtained,
his services will  be required there.  In-
deed, 1 do think that it will not be long
beforc New London and its vicinity will
both require the services, and be aole to
provide for the support of a minister for
themselves.

The whole of our ficld in the Island is
equally interesting  When we look back
for five years, and compare our field,
strength, and prospects then, with what
the Lord through his blessing upon the
labour bestowed there cnables us now to
see and to ansicipate, we have cause to
render thanks for the past, and to take
courage for the future. May the Lord
keep us from vain glory and contention,
and enable usto ply our proper work
and our great business in the world, pro-
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moting the glory of our Lord and Master
in the eternal salvation of souls.
Mecanwhile, I remain,
My dear sir,
Yours sincerely,
A SUTHERLAND.
P.S—1In your report of the preceed-
ings of our Preshytery, it is stated, « He
(Mr. Campbell) had no desire of remov-
al, and when in Prince Edward Island,
in harvest, urged upon the people 2ot to
renew their former call.” It should be
“urged upon the people to renew their
former call :” that is, their call to Mr.
Stewart. Please correct this in your
next. A. 8.

— e

FREE PRESBYTERY OF HALIFAX

The Free Presbytery of Halifax met on
the 7th current. The principal business be-
fore them was a Call from Free St. An-
drew’s Congregation, in St. John's, New-
foundland. The Call was addressed to the
Rev. Adam S. Muir, who was sent out by
the ¥ree Church of Scotland 1o Newfound-
land in 1849, and who has continued to la-
beur there with much cnergy, acceptance,
and success. The Preshytery sustained the
Call, and appointed that it be transmitted
to Mr. Muir, in the earnest hope of a spee-
dy and a favourable answer.

The Rev. Mr. Romans having requested
to be relieved from any presbyterial duty
for the present, the following supplics were
appointed :

Jany. 1ith. Dartmouth—Mr. King.

® & St John's Church—Mr. Lyall.

¢ %  TLawrencetown~—Mr. G. Suther-

and.

t  18th. Dar:mouth—Mr. Lyall.

¢« §t.John’s Church—Mr. King.

¥ & Sackville—Mr. Sutherland.

«  25th. Dartmouth—Mr. King.

«  « St John's Church—Mr. Lyall.
Feby. 1st. Dartmouth—Mr. King.

“° @ St Jobn's Church—3Ir. Forres-

ter.
Goodwood—DMr. Sutherland.
Lawrencctown—>Mr. Lyall.
*  8th. Dartmounth—Mr. Lyall.
¢« St John's Church—Mr. King.
“ 15th. Dartmouth—Mr. King.
“«  « St Johw's Church—Mr. Lyall.
® @« Musquodoboit Xarbour—DMr.

Sutherland.

- 22nd. Dartmouth—Mr. King.
¢ St John's Church—Mr. Lyall.
* ¢ TLawrencetown—MMr.  Suther-

land.
 29th. Dartmouth—Mr. Lyall.
* % St John’s Church—Mr. King.
Sackville—Mr. Sutherland.
‘The Presbytery appointed that their next
ordinary meeting be held on the first Wed-
nesday of March.

L3 &
3 ©
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THE MISSIONARY IN THE
WYNDS OF GLASGOW.

The Wynds of Glasgow are noted for
containing a population of the most de-
graded aud destitute character. The
Kirk-session of the Free T'ron congrega-
tion have for some time been carryingon
missionary operations in the Tron parish,
which comprehends the Back Wynd,
the New Wynd, and the Old Wynd;
and the labours of Mr. Hog, their mis-
sionary catechist, have been so much
blessed that the regular attendance at
the station is now upwards of 200, while
the total number of persons who may be
considered as having placed themselves
under Mr. Hog’s care, and who are all
more or less frequent in their attendance
at the station, cannot be fewer than 350.
With a view to their being formed into
the nucleus of a congregation, and ad-
mitted to the Lord’s Supper, and to the
fellowship of the Free Chuach of Scot-
land, Dr. Buchanan, the accomplished
and indefatigable minister of the Free
Tron congregation, addressed the atten-
dants at the station on the subject, and
the result was that $7 persons gave in
their names as applicants for ad-
mission to the Lord’s table, and
these were subsequently formed into a
class for special instruction and exami-
nation with reference to the ordinance.
On the 5th of November last, the Kirk-
session applied to the Free Preshytery
of Glasgow for leave toproceed to the
dispensation of the Lord's Supper in
theirmission station in Free Tron Bridge-
gate school-room, so soon as they shall
sce cause to do so. The Scottish Guar-
dian tells us that Dr. Buchanan support-
ed the application with the following ad-
dress which was listened to with marked
attention and emotion :—

«] venwre to anticipate, Moderator,
that this will be 1egarded by the Pres-
bytery asa document of more than ordi-
nary interest, and that they will have no
hesitation in granting the application
which it contains. Even if there had
teen room for these people in my .own
church, which there 1s net, I would have
deemed it highly inexpedient to incorg
ratc them with my congregation. To
have done so would have been to take
away the foundation upon which, by
God’s blessing, we may be privileged to
build up a flourishing congregation in
the Wynds. If, however, we are to
work efliciently towards that result, we
must not, meanwhile, deny to thoce
whom we have gathered together any
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of the privileges of the Christian Ciwrch
to wineh their character and Christian
knowledge catitle them. 1 believe it is
by acting on another system that so ma-
ny of the missionary cfforts that have
been prisortl: upon the noglected  poe-
tion ol var ¢i y population Intherto, have
turned out comparative fadures  Lind-
ing that though they cume to the miss on-
ary’s meetings, nothing was done to cle-
vate them to the standing of Church
membership, few remained, and littde or
no progress was made. *I can assvwe the
Preshytery that the very prospect of
bavizg the Lord’s Supper dispensed
amony them in the Wynds has fitled the
hearts of not a few in our lictle flock
there with the liveliest gratitude and joy.
Had the brethren been present last Sab-
bath evening in our large school-roum in
the Bridgegate, they would have needed
no statement of mine to-day to satisfy
them on this subject After preaching
to an audience of upwards of 200 of as
attentive persons as I ever addressed,
I expounded to them the naturce and de-
sign of the Lord’s Supper; I inviied
those who had given ir their names as
wishing to have that holy ordinance ad-
ministered to them, to remain after the
rest retired.  Between 50 and 60 stayed
behind accordingiy, and, wearied though
T am with three times preaching, I have
seldom been more reluctant to conclude
any service than I was to conclude my
conversation with these people. A more
interesting commupicants’ class few of
my brethren have scen. Not a few of
them were old men and women, whose
heads were white with the snows of age,
—persons who, in their young days had,
perhaps, gone with the multitude to keep
the holy day ; but who for long years in
goverty, and obscarity, and aeglect, had

ccome strangers to God's house and to
all its precious privileges. It seemed to
be to some of them like life from the
dead, to think that cre they died they
might again,—and I trust in faith,—com-
memorate the dying love of Christ. The
answers of some of these aged men and
women were touching from  their simpli-
city. Iamnot, of course, prepared to
say at this moment that all of those who
came forward ought 1o be admitted to
the ordinance,—but what the missionary
tells me, and what I myself have seen
and heard, gives me a confident assur-
ance concerning very many of them,—
that in the judgment of charity no man
can forbid them to be received. Were
itproper to go into the details of particu-
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lar cases, I could mention many that
would be found by the Presbytery full of
intercst, and full of encouragement to all
who have such missionary work in hand.
I will veature to noiice only one Ona
certain evening i e beginniny of last
July, 1 had gone down to jpreach in the
open air in the play-ground of our
Wynd school  As the people were as-
scinbling  there was a poor halt-clad
young man camne into the yard among the
rest  There were many such in the
crowd, and therciore his appearance at-
tracted no notice. No_onc there knew
any thing about him,—but his story was
a very sad one. e was the son of re-
spectable pavents, who live in a distant
part of the conntry.  Je had been em-
ploved in oune of our police establish-
ments, and had maintained a good chi-
racter for steadiness and sobricty. In
an evil hour some companions scdnced
him from his work into a public house.
He became intoxicated : he was found in
that state shortly after by one of his su-
periors, and, according to the sirict and
very proper rules of the establishment,
was instantly dismissed.  Failing to get
employment elsewhere, and almost a-
shamed to seek it, because he could not
do so without publishing his own dis-
grace, he was speedily reduced to the
utmost straits. laving supported him-
scif and procured a miserable lodging by
selling, onc after another, alnost every
picce of clothing he had, he had come at
Iast to absolute want and starvation,—and
on the Sabbath in question had been
wandering all the day up and down the
banks of the river with the purpose of
casting himsclf into it, and so, as he hop-
ed, to hinder his poor father and mother
from ever knowing of his misconduct~
Iaving returned without exceuting this
fearful purpose, but still cherishing it in
his mind, as better to be done at night
when the river side would be solitary,
he was wandering down the Wynd at
the time the open-air preaching was just
about to hegin. The text was the ques-
tion of the Macedonian Jailer—* What
must I do to be saved ?”  ‘The audience
were told, for the encouragement of the
chiet of sinners among them—that that
question came from the lips of a man
who had been on the point of taking
away Lis own life—and that guilty and
miserable as he was, he bad, neverthe-
less, found salvation that very night for
his soul, through Christ. God’s hand was
in the coincidence which brought the
man I have been speaking of to hear
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these words  They went to his heart,—
carried home, as I'hope and believe, by
the Spirit. The poor creature sought
that might a davk corner of the close in
which helived—and did what e had ne-
ver done since he was 15 years old,—he
prayed.  From that day he was never
absent from our open-air preachings, and
when they ceased he followed those who
adjourned to our lavge Bridgegate school-
room, and ever since has Leen one of
our moxt regular and carnest hearers,-—
Long since he has again got employment
under his ohl master; and we have as-
certained, from sources independent of
himselt, the trath of his story. It is only
within the last two wecks I ever heard
that «such a case had oceurred, and 1
have ventured to mention it to the Pres-
bytery, to the praise of God’s glorious
grace, and for the encouragement of my
brethren, many of whom 1 know are car-
rying on missionary efforts of the sume
kind. Let us sow in faith, and in due
time we siall reap if we faint not.”

Afier several of the members of court
had expressed their minds with respect
to this very interesting case, the Presby-
tery unanimously agreed to grant autho-
rity to the Free Tron session to superin-
tend the administration of the Sacrament
to such of the applicants as in their judg-
ment ousht to be admitted to the privi-
lege.

0
Contributions to the Profes-
sorial Fund.

St. Patrick’s Channel, C.B.

Anzus McDonald, col. 6 9
Malcolin McKay 2 4
Murdo McAulay 41
Widow McAunlay 19
Mardo McRitchic 1 2
Nalcolm Mclver 2 4
John Mclver 3 23
Donald Mclnoald 19
Donald McFarling 2 0}
Norman McDonald 19
Daonald Mclunis 2 4
Malcolm McLenuay, col. 19
Norman McIver 19
Murao McLcod 1 9
Aungus McRitchie 3 2%
Donald Mclver 3 6
John Matheson 211
XNorman McAunlay 2 2
Ncil Matheson 2 6
Widow Morison 1] 0%
Kenneth McCaskill 2 7
Colin McKenzie 19
—_ . 103
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Loch Lomoad, C. B.
Angus MeDonald
Douald McCuish
Donald JMeLean
Maleot:nn MeKianon
Kenneth Mcleod
Alex Chizholm
John MeCuish
Duflie MeCuish, Junr.
Douald McDonald
Archibaid McCuish
John McKiggan
Neil McCuish
Maleolm McAskill
Murdo Morrison
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£3 1
St. James, N.B.

Miss Catherine Campbell, col.
Catherine Campbell, 2d.3d. & 4th. yrs. 7
Geo. McRay. Sen. 2d. 3d. & 4th. yrs. 15
Geo MceKay, Jun. 2d. 3d. & 4th. yrs. 18
Daniel Campbell
Mrs. Margaret Campbell
Christiana McLeod
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. £2
Mrs. Barbara McKay,col. 23. & 5d.yrs.
Johm McCaskill, 2d. & 3d.ycars 1
Hugh Morrison, 2d. §* 8d. years
Donald Morrison
Peter MceGaw
James Kennedy
Richard C. Clrristie
William Barher
Anm S. MeEKay
Janet McKenzie
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ITugh Sinclair, col.
Danicl McIenzie
Mrs. C. McKenzie
Jamcs Riach

Ann Spence
James McKenzie
Izabella McKenzie
Elizabeth McKenzie
William McKenzie
Mrs. Flora Jack
Heetor Morrison
Miriam Morrison
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Georae MeLeod, col.
Josephh McLeod
William McLeod
Mrs. Janet McLeod
Barbara Mcl.cod
Margaret McLeod
Mrs. Martha Pinkerton
Abel Leman

Joseph Kelly
Thomas Robinson
Robert King, Junr.
Mirs. Alice King
James Jackson
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St. George's Channel, C.B.
Mr. John Campbell. col.
Donald McDonald
Roderick McLeod
Norman McDonald
Donald Campbell -
Robert Cameron
Archibald Canpbell
Roiderick MceCuspig
Donald McCuspig
John McCuspig
Alexr. Ross
Johin McLeod
Mary MecCuspig
John McXenzie
Duucan McLean
John Shaw
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Me. Donald MclIntosh, col.
Rev. Murdoch Stuart
Mrs. Stuart

John Stuart
Margaret M. Stuart
Alex, Cameron, Esq.
Neil McIntosh
Robert Camphell
Donald McRae
Elizabeth McRae
Willidm McKenzie
Sweeny McIntosh
Abraham McIntosh
Donald MclIntosh
Angus Ross

Alex. McRae
Matthew il

Mary Cameron

John McKay

Peter Mclntosh
Donald McRac
Margaret McKinnon
James Pringle
Donald Gillies

John Gillies

John McRae
Duncan McRae
John McRae
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£ 8
Remainder of this List in our next No.
ErraTuyM.—In the last number, P. 189,
Column 1st., Liuc 12th, for 500, read, 300
familics.

SCHEMES OF THE CHURCH.
The following sums have been received
for the Schemes of the Church :—
I. SYNOD FUND.

New Glasgow £2 2 7}
Sachville it o
13. CURRENT EXPENSES OF COLLEGE AND
ACADENY.
Wallace £1 2 0
Goodwood 17 ©
Dartmouth 1 00
St. John’s Charch 1 20
Cornwallis 5

113
W. S. STIRLING, Trasurer.
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