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CHINA FAMINR RELIEF. The Rev. Dr. Reid has
received for transmission, two hundred and sixty dol-
lars ($260), for the relicf of the famine in China. The
amount is contributed as follows. Pcople of A\yr and
neighborhood, $243.50; Ayr Temperance Reform Club,
$14; A Private School, $2.75; total, $260.25.

THE ¥ Presbyterian Record” enumerates our Home
Mission staff as follows. “In addition to our 700
ministers in charges, we have at present very nearly
250 labourers in our vast Home Mission Ficld as
follows: 100 appointed by the committee for the West-
ern section, thirty-nine by that for the Eastern section,
forty by the French Evangelization Buard, and seveaty
on the Probationers’ list.”

The “ Record” quotes fromn the “Christian Era,”
which it saysis an organ of the Congregationalists, the
complaint that “almost every year a number of minis-
ters who have been brought up Congregationalists,
educated in our colleges, and ordaint * 'n our church-
es, leave us for other communions, especially the Ts-
tablished Church and the Presbyterian Churches.” It
says, further, that in the last year nearly twenty min-
isters thus seceded.

MR. LOUIS STREET, 2 member of the Society of
Friends, living at the capital of Madagascar, has writ-
ten to England that slavery has not been abolished in
that island, that “ the Prime Minister is a consum-
mate hypocrite, and that some of the missionaries are
histools.” Hestates,also, that the Christiann Churches
in all Madagascar are under the jurisdiction of “the
Church within the Palace,” and that the whole organi-
zation is a State machine. This intclligence has
awakened 2 painful fecling among the supporters of
the London Missionary Society.

'WE direct the attention of our readers to the com-
munication from Rev.j B. Fraser, M.D., under the
heading “Famine in China,” in :mothcr column
of this issue, introducing a letter from a2 na-
tive Chinese.gentleman of Dr. Fraser’s arquaint-
ance, which gives, if possible, a more harrow-
ing description than has yet appeared of the deplor-
able condition of the inhabitants of a large part of the
Chinese Empire. We hope many of our exchanges
will comply with Dr. Fraser’s request to copy, and
that a liberal response will be made to thismost urgent
call,

1IN the case of the Rev. Fergus Ferguson, the Glas-
gow U, P. Presbytery, having found all the particulars

of the libel relevant, has brought Mr. Ferguson to trial,
and with respect to five of the six charges finds him
guilty, Its sentence reads as follows. * That the Pres-
bytery continues Mr. Ferguson's suspension from the
exeruia, of lus office, declares that the errors found
proven cannot be tolerated in this Church; but, in
view of the appeals to the Synod, delays to 1ssue the
casc finally till the Synod has given judgment.,” The
Synod was to meet Monday, May 13th, and the mem-
bers of the Glasgow Presbytery, being parties in the
case, will be shut out frum votng in the final decision,

O~ Monday cvening, 2oth inst., a large number of
the leading business men of Woodstock 1act at the
residence of M1 Thomas Macdunald, late manager of
the Consolidated Bank there, and presented him with
& handsume gold watch, chain and seal, accompanied
| by an address nuncrousty signed and beautifully tn-
| stossed, eapressig unmued  satisfaction with his

management of the Bank taoughout the ive years of

his adiministrativn, recognaag his anuable qualities
{ 10 sucial and in business reladivns, regretting his de-
parture, and following ham wath goud wishes for his
welfare and success in lus new pusttion in the capital
of the Dominion.

' Ox the first Saturday of the recent General Assem-
biy of the Nourthern Presbyterian Church, U.S.A, a
memonial tablet was placed in the Third Presbytenan
Chardh, Pittsburg, in commemoration of the reunion
of the UId and New Schoul Presbyterian denomina-
tiens, which tovk place in that building in 1870, Itis
an c.ent worthy of such a tablet, but its commemora-
tion 1s written upon hundreds of thousands of human
hearts.  The reunton of the Presby terian Churches un
such a scale as that of the Old and New Schouols
aceds not any such tablet, but the stone will have a
local value, bringing to mind as it does the scenes of
brotherly love whith su recently tuok place in the
budding of which 1t forms such an honored part.

ARKANGEMEN1s made for the annual dnlly as pub-
lished in the “ Canada Gazette,” provides for drilling
20,000 men and 1,276 horses for twelve days. The
company strength 15 to b8 42 non-commissivned
officers and men, including staff-sergeants and bands-
men. The payis as follows. Ofiicers, $1 per diem;
non-comnussioned officers and men, 50 cents, horses,
75 cents.  In selecting from corps for dnil, ficld bat-
tenes are to be finst taken; 2nd, garmson batteries
having guus for pusiton, 3rd, corps m cities, 4th,
curps nou dnilea last year; 5th, corps which can as-
scmble the most of the corps at headquarters without
expense for transport.  Then the number to complcte
the authonized quota is to be balloted for by compan-
ics, sclecting thosc next frontiers.

THE American Presbyterian General Assembly,
which convencd last week at Pittsburgh, numbers 520
cominissioners, and represents 37 Synods and 175
Presbyteries. Its business was largely of a routine
character. The reports of seven standing committecs
were reccived and discussed, viz., on Foreign Missions,
Publications, Church Erection, Ministerial Relicef,
Education, Home Missions, and Freedmen. Among
the most important gencral questions discussed were
the special relations of Home to Foreign Missions,
and a reduction of the basis of representation in the
Assembly. The latter question has been considered

for several years without reaching a final conclusion.

A large amount of judicial work on petitions, etc., from
various Presbyteries came before the body for action.
Two days were devoted to discussion of the Sunday-.
schoul work of the Church, two days each to the Home
and Fureign Missiuns, and une to each of the other
conunittee reports.  We have not noticed who were
the delegates that conveyed the fraternal greetings of
the Presbyterian Church in Canada.

TuE London “ Times” gives the following abstract
of the first encyclical of the new Pope: “ Heinsistson
the nccessity for the restoration of the Temporal
Power, condemns civil marrigges, deplores the rejee-
ton of the authority of the Church,and proclims
that to be the cause of all existing evils. Leo XIIL
commences by deploring the accumulation of evils
with which, from the first day of his Pontificate, he
beheld mankind afflicted.  The chief cause of so much
cvil lies, he 1s convinced, in the denial of the holy and
august authunity of the Church, and the contempt in
which it s held.  No sooner was this fact recognized
by the enemies of public order than they perceived
their best means was to carry ona conginued attack
against the Church and overthrow the suprems power
of the Roman Pontiff. Hence, those laws subversive
of the Constitution of the Catholic Church, the dis-
persion of religious Orders, the confiscation of church
property, and the like. The dignity of the Roman
Pontificate was especially assailed in these calamitous
umes by unworthy calummes. It was evident civil-
ization wanted a solid basis if not founded on the
cternal prinaiples of truth, rectitude, and justice. No
one could deny that the Church had carried the light
of truth among barbarous and superstitious nations,
spread the flag of redempuion, introduced or protected
science and art, and founded or took under its protec-
tion chantable institutions.”

THE following respecting a ~ #mer valued minister
of our Church, clipped from the Chicago “ Standard ”
(Baptist), will be read in many quarters with much
pleasure. “One of the most touching scenes we have
witnessed lately was the generous expression of thanks
tendered on last Sabbath afternoon by the audience
assembled in Farewell Hall to their lecturer tor the
last twenty-four Sundays, Rev. J. M. Gibson, D.D.
As s known to many, Dr. Gibson, the talented and
gemal pastor of the Sccond Presbyterian Church, has
by the invitation of the Y.M.C.A,, been delivering
through the fall and winter months a series of Sabbath
afternoon discourses upun the gospel of Genesis and
salvation as taught by the Old Testament. It has
been a means of encouragement, not only to those
immediately concerned, but all Christian workers, that
these somewhat profound and doctrinal lectures have
drawn larger and larger audiences as they continucd,
while intenseinterest has been manifested throughout.
Our good brother, E. W, Blatchford, of the Congrega-
tionalist Church, upon this occasion spoke after the
lecture in Lehalf of the audience.  After a few fitting
words expressive of satisfaction, he asked the audience
assembled to arise while for them he thanked the
doctor. The vast congregation were on their fect,
and with voice quivering with geauine emotion Mr.
Blatchford grasped Dr. Gibson’s hand and said as he
shook it vigorously, *God bless you! God keep you
and shed about you the light of His countenance,
Amen.! It was a beautifuland thrilling sight.and the
goodly expression of thanks we know to have been
well deserved.”
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LURTARN N‘u'lu'u—.:' AT, CATIARINES,
FRAGMENTARY ITEMS,

The difticulties in the way of the eacnest sccker
after histonieal fadts are coming to be apprecinted by
the compiler of these papers, and the enthusiasm with
which he set about the work of gathering up fragments
of Presbyterian history in Canada has very consider.
ably abated.  Inmany cascs, his letters of inquiry, ad-
dressed to pastors or church officers, remain unanswer-
cd, and many of the answers received are worthless
because of apparent inaccuradies which a little carcful
study of existing records would have avoided. Some
scem to think the writer engaged in a pecuniary
speculation, and that, tiguratively speaking, “ there's
wilions in it,” which should be divided with them.
OF course, hie has no Jaims upon the time or atten-
tion of pastors or people, but he would be glad if they
appreciated, as he does, the importance of gathering
up the scattered links of the pioncer history of our
Church before they shall be wholly lost.  The
matenals for several very interesting papers relating
to carly Presby terian preaching on the Niagara Pen-
insula, arc afmost ready for use, waiting only for a fow
facts which could easily be furnished at any time, but
arcot yet forthcoming.  In the meantime, the write:
has condduded to give a few fragmentary items, scat-
tered ovet larger territory, not so much to impart as to
scek infurmation from the localitics referred to.

11t MinLaND pisTRICT,

The = LUpper Lanada Mudland District Missionary
Society ~ held its nrst anniversary meeting on the 3rd
day of july, 1829. It had been organized a year
previously, but, ** on account of unforscen difficulties,
nothing had then been done.”  On the fourth of July,
being the day following the first anniversary, one of
the directors wrote to his uncle residing in Kinder-
hook, N.Y, saying that he had been authorised, by
resolution of the Sudicty, “to engage a missionary
immediately, if practicable,” and requesting paternal
assistance.  He said the missionary must be active,
of good 1alents, zealous i.. the cause of religion, and
professing the doctrines of Calvinism as taught in the
Dutch Reformed or Presbyterian Churches. ““Indeed,”
writes the director, “ you will know the kind of mis.
sionary we want better when I tell you that he will
have to itinerate through the district, containing
five counties and about thirty thousand inhabitants.”
The low state of the Society’s funds is alluded to, but
the writer says he is authorised to offer the sum of
threc hundred dollars as renumeration for the first
yeav’s scrvice, and that there will be “no expense
for board, as he will be gladly received into our houses
gratuitously.”

This letter was laid before the officer of the Ameri-
can Home Missionary Society, in New York, and, in
answer to the appeal, J. L Howard, a student about
to graduate from the Presbyterian Theological
Seimunary at Auburn, N.Y, and Rev. J. B, Preston,
also, it 15 believed, an Aubum graduate, were commis-
sioned, under date of Aprnil 20th, 1830, to the Midland
District, Upper Canada, “location to be assigned by
the Midland District Home Missionary Society.” Mr.
Howard, however, died on the day appointed for his
ardination, and Rev. John Alexander f Peruville,
‘Tompkins County, N.Y., “fulfilled nine months of his
commission.” Mr. Preston labored chiefly at Earnest-
town and Camden. From the former place, he wrote,
under date of September 1oth, 1830: “The field is
large enough for three missionaries. In thirteen
weeks, I have preached forty sermons and attended
weekly conference and prayer meetings.” In the
towns visited, he found three organized churches, with
houscs of worship, but no meetings, “the people
having forgotten to assemble themselves together for
the purposc of worshiping God on the week-day or
the Sabbath.” He reported eight important places in
the field, which, he said, was about forty miles square,
and in which there were “no Presbyterian brethren
with whom to counsel and advise.” In February, 1831,
he reported “fecble churches revived, strengthened,
and enlarged by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit"—
the town of Camdcen having, for two months, enjoyed
“ a refreshing from the presence of the Lord,” thirty-
five filling below the number of converts “in both
societies.” He :poke of the Sabbath School and

Temperance work as receiving attention.  Mr. Preston
scems to have remained less than two years, and to
have had no immediate successor. His field was
nearly the same as that first occupied by Rev. Robert
McDowall, who, as a missionary of the Reformed
Protestant Dutch Church in the United States, organ.
ized a church at Earnesttown, in 1798. 1t was still a
mission field, many of the churches planted in the
wilderness having died out becausce it had been im-
possible to secuve pastors cither from “the Old
Country” or from the United States.
SIDNEY AND BELLEVIS LE,

A good work was done, for a fev* - cars, commencing
in June, 1833, at Sidney and Belleville, by Rev. D. R,
Dixon and his successor, Rev, Richard Kay. From
Sidney, U.C., March 3rd, 1835, Mr. Dixon wrote: “In
the front of this town, near the head of the Bay of
Quinte, and about seven or cight miles wr.t of Belle-
ville, are two Leautiful houses of public worship, about
a mile distant from cach other—one for the Enghsh
Church, the other Presbyterian.  The latter is un-
finished, but comfortably fitted up for meetings during
the summer,” but neither of them were used ** except
that, occasionally, in the English Church the clergy-
man from Belleville officiated once on a Sabbath.” In
the latter part of August, 1833, a protracted meeting
was commenced in Sidney, “which lasted ten days
and was prosperous in its results. A church was
organized which included a number that were before
professors and living mostly in Belleviile, consisting of
about thirty members.” Referring to the revival meet-
ings, he wrote: “ The doctrines exhibited on this ac-
casion were the entire depravity of human nature,
consisting not in the want of capacity but of dispos:-
tion in man to do his duty; the justicc of God's
sentence of condemnation; the fullness of the atone-
ment, laying a foundation for the sincere offer of
pardon and szlvation to all men, and availing only for
those that believe; the immediate duty of every sin-
ner to accept salvation, and the guilt of those that
refuse ; regeneration by the special agency of the
Holy Spirit, according to God’s eternal purpose of
grace and mercy to the children of men; the covenant
faithfulness of Christ in preserving His saints in such
a manner as to make themn feel their responsibility
and the need of putting forth the utmost efforts to
obtain salvation. and the glory of God 1n the final
adjudication of the saints to cternal life, and the wicked
to eternal death.,” Rev. Raiph Robinson of Richland,
Oswego County, N.Y., was the chief preacher at these
meetings, being relieved only by Rev. John Smith of
Kingston,and Rev. M. Bennet, Methodist, who preach-
ed one sermon cach.

Another protracted meeting was held, commencing
about the first of March, 1835, “ under the lead of
Rev. Charles Jones, a youth of about twenty-five
years, who had been preaching about six months at
the head of the lake.” The immediate, unconditional
surrender of the heart to God was urged upon the
sinncr as his imperative duty, while the agency of the
Holy Spirit was magnified and implored, as the pro-
ducer of all that is good and holy in man. A church
was formed, probably following this series of meetings,
at Belleville, “a flounshing village of about fifteen
hundred inhabrtants.” This was evidently an “Ameri-
can Church,” (as was the one at Sidney) and. not the
first Presbytenian organization in the place, as Rew.
James Ketcham, sent out by the Presbytery of Edin-
burgh, commenced a successful ministry there in 1831,
and Rev. Mr. McDowall organized a church at Sidney,
about the year 1806. Mr. Jones is believed to be still
living, and hope is entertained of obtaining valuable
information from him,as he was pastor at Sidney for
several years, subsequent to his labors thereas an
evangelist.

AMERICAN CHURCH AT KINGSTON.

As early as 1817, there were “American Presby-
terians” in Kingston who proved to be quite as stub-
born as their Scotch neighbors. In October of that
year, Rev. William Bell, then recently arrived at Perth,
visited Kingston for the purpose of trying to reconcile
these two parties of Presbyterians, etc., who were
desirous of gelting a minister, but who were disputing
as to whether he should be obtained from the Church
of Scotland or the United States.” Hehad a tedious
Jjourney, mostly on foot, through the wilderness, and
found the two parties irreconcilable. The Scotch
organized, under the pastorate of Rev. John Barclay,
from Fifeshire, in 1821,and an American Presbyterian
Church was formed in 18335, which was “counected

with a Presbytery in the state of New York” In
1828, this church consisted of about forty resident
members, who were “anxious to obtain & clergyman
of devoted piety, talents, and prudence,” who should
“be prepared to encounter difficuities and discourage-
ments, and possess much zeal and patience, and
manifest unremitting 64zlity to his Master's service,”
The number of members of the society who could
contribute towards a pastor’s support was small,
but such as were able engaged to pay three hundred
dollars a year,
OAKVILLE AND THE “NEW PURCHASRY

In April, 1833, a Presbyterian Church, with eleven
members, was organized at Oakville, by Rev. Edwards
Marsh, then of Hamilton, and associates, and, soon
after, it came under the care of the  Niagara Presby-
tery of Upper Canada,” which had its first mecting in
May of that year, In December, Rev. Samuel Ses-
sions came from Drummondville and began labdring
at “Oakville and vicinity.” In a recent Jetter, this
veteran pioneer, who is now, at the age of seventy-
three, resting from his labors, at St. Johns, in the state
of Michigan, says: “{ went to Oakville, and then
roved all through the ‘New Purchase.’! In° Nassagua
[or probably Nassagaweya), I was entertained over
Saturday night at a house a mile and a half from the
place of meeting, It rained heavily all night and
poured all the forenoon of the Sabbath, and, with the
snow three feet deep, it was all I could do to get
through with horse and cutter. 1 had been there but
a short time when in came the lady who had enter-
tained me over night, with her babe only wime days
old, to have it baptised. She came on foot. The
same day a company of young ladies walked seven
miles in the snow and rain to go to the meeting. Do
you think it was hard work to preach to such hearers?
In the summer, it was common to see men come
sweating out of the woods, from a distance of twelve
miles to get to the meeting.” He describes his first
advent to a place where very considerable results fol.
lowed his labors, as follows: “At one place where
made it my home, I could study astronomy through
the barks that covered the house, and one morning 1
found myself several inches under snow, in my bed,
which was composed of a pile of clover chaff, in one
corner, covered with a blanket. 1 went from this room
at the hour of worship, the first Sabbath, to the school
house, where I found about forty men and women,
each with a lighted pipe, and the room was blue with
smoke.” Mr.Sessions givesmanyinterestingandsome
tear-inducing incidents, of his two years labors in that
region, which will be used in future publications,
Besides Oakville, churches were organized about that
time through the agency of ministers connected with
the Niagara Presbytery, in Eramosa and Erin, each
of which has an intensely interesting formative history;
and congregations were gathered for worship in two
neighborhoods of Esquesing, in another part of Erin
and at Nassagaweya.

“AMERICAN™ LABORERS IN CANADA.

The carly labors of American Presbyterians and the
early organization of so-called American Presbyterian
Churches, have excited alarge and important influence
upon the planting and growth of Presbyterianism in
Canadian soil. And yet, except as regards Mr. Mc-
Dowall and his associate missionaries, sent over, from
1798 to 1810, by the Reformed Dutch Church (one of
whom organized the first Presbyterian Church in
Toronto), and the continued existence of an American
Presbyterian Church in Montreal, but little seems to
be known about them, even by the most intelligent
Presbyterian writers. The so-called “American
Churches ” which remain Presbyterian, except the one
at Montreal, having naturally drifted into connection
with the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and the one
Presbytery which was composed mainly of ministers
from the States, with the three missionary societies
which were supported chiefly by such “American
Churches,” having, long since, been disbunded, and
their records lost, the difficulties in the way of obtain-
ing accurate information in regard to' them are very
great, and increase daily, as the “living witnesses™arg
called to their reward. The fragmentary items which
are given in this article relate entirely to such “Ameri-
can” pioneer work, within comparatively a small
portion of the territory that wis reached and blessed
by it. Itishoped that their perusal will stimulate
readers of THX PRESBYTRRIAN residing in the neigh-
borhood of such easly labors, to assist in gathering up
all the fragments, that they may be 30 put together as
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to form a complete history of the missionary labors of
“American Presbyterians” in Canada—labors com-
menced and long continued before assistance of any
kind could be obtaincd from the * Mother Church” in
Great Britain.

Correspondence on the subject, and relating to any
departinent of Canadian Presbyterian history is soli-
cited,

—

FAMINE IN CHINA~A TERRIBLE
RECORD,

MRr. EniTOR.—Crossing the Pacific on my way to
China in the end ol 1874, 1 made the acquaintance of
a Chinaman ol the name of Suvoong. He had been
brought to America fiteen years before by a mission-
ary to be educated. He had taken a full course in
Arts and Theology at Kenyor: College, Ohio, and in

. Medicine at Bellevue Hospital, New York, and was

an accomplished and interesting Christian genticman.
He is at present in the service of the Chinese Gov-
ernment at Shanghai, but employs his spare hours in
Christian work. By last mail from China I reccived
a letter, the following extracts from which I hope you
will be able to publish in full,

Surely we in Canada in the enjoyment of plenty
and the prospect of a bountiful harvest,are able 1o,
and should do something to relieve such dire distress.
Christians here have now an opportunity of demon-
strating to the heathen Chinesc the real spirit of
Christianity. “ Whoso hath this world's good and
sccth his brother have need and shutteth up his
bowels of compassior from him, how dwelleth the
love of Gud in him?” Let us examine ourselves in
this matter! Let us not Iag behind other Christian
nations ! Will not some of our well-known benevolent
men in our large cities begin the work of raising a
Chinese Famine Fund? If rightly begun it will be
heartily carricd on through the whole country.  Yours
very sincerely, J. B. FRASER, Missionary of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada,

Toronto, May 23rd, 1878.

My DEAR FRIEND,...... In regard to the famine
I can only say that st 1s the most appalling that | have
heardorreadof in either ancient or modern history. 1t
fairly stupifies one's senses to think of . There 15
no word to exaggerate its extent and sevenity. 1 wall
endeavor to find some papers for you which contaun
detailed accounts of it from time to time. I wll,
however,add a word from my own personal knowledge
of the case.

The country ever since the Tai-ping Rebellion has
never recovered its old prosperity. Many millions of
people had been killed, and the Jand had been literally
desolated and turned into awilderness in a great many
parts of the country. Trees had been cut down or
burat, and the consequence was the land became arid
and retained no moisture, and thereby one great
source of rain was cut off. This was the first and
great cause of the great calamity now upon us. The
second cause is in what remaining good land there is
in those parts being devoted to the gpium culture,either
in part or wholly. The people had been impoverished
from one cause and another, but muserable as they
were they still wanted opium, and as the imported
article is expensive they tried to raise 1t on their own
soil, and hence the second cause of the famine.

The Government has, indeed, issued edicts and
proclamations, from time to time, against the opium
culture, but the poverty of the people to pay for the
foreign article, made them of ncne effect. And by
far the largest number of the people who smoked opium,
first succumbed to the debilitating efects of reduced
ratic.y and actual hunger. Some roads in the interior
are white with the bones of the famished, the atmos-
phere is laden with odors of putrefaction, and those
still alive faintly cry for anything that may sustain life.
The people are so faint that they have not the strength
to bury those who have gone before them on the way
in which they are going very fast themselves.

The cereal grains had been exhausted long time
ago, leaves and bark, grass and roots, of any sort that
nature sparingly dealt out 10 them were eagerly seized
upon and devoured; even moss and lichens have been
wraped together to furnish a meal to these poor
wrotches. Houses have been torn down to search for
anything green that might under any pretext be eaten,
and the old timbers carried away to be sold foratrifie,
Others would lean against the wall and cast wistful
gances at the beams and rafters which they had not

the strength to car down and carry away to be thus
sold.

Parents at first conld not bear to see their children
suffer hunger, so had some of them sold to traders, to
be taken to more fortunate lands; then such traders
got scarce, or the supply became too great- then they
buried their own children alive.  But theee have been
otirersmore horrible still, if anythinyg, that acévally ate
their own offspring!  Yes (but O God! how can such
a calamity be permitted in this nincteenth centuryl),
the people are actually bartering in human flesh to
satisfy the dire hunger!! Once a man agreed with
his neighbor to buy his wife for the sum of two taels
(nearly $3.20), for the stipulated purpose of killing her
and eatingher, No. 2took the money and promised to
bringthe victimoverdirectly,butona second thought he
won't do it, so No. 1 went over to see why the vicum
was not fort. coming, and behold! he found part of the
victim was awready in the boiler! He expostulated
with No. 2 for his bad faith, but No. 2 replied that he
might take his money back, “ for,” said he, * I thought
over the matter, and came to the conclusion that
money is of no use now; I'd rather kill my wife and
cac her myself.”

The description of Josephus, in regard to the capture
of Jerusalem, was nothing to what we sometimes hear
from the interior, and when we remember that nearly
half the Empire of China is under the scourge, we may
well be sure that if no aid can be obtained outside of
China, millions upon millions will be hurried to an un-
timely grave. ltis true that the Government has
done and is doing its utinost, curtathng its own ex-
penses, remittng taxes, and drawing very large sums
for the relief of the people, but, alas! all these are n-
sufficient. The more favored Chinese everywhere at
lwme and abroad have done and are doing their ut-
muost; the generous among the foreign residents, Chris-
tian nations of Lngland and Unuted States, yes, all
have done a share, but the cry 1s all the ume, “Mone
FOOD, MORE FOOD!”

1 believe all the money veceived from foreigners 1s
distributed by the missionaries to the fanushed peopl,
and thereby a good impression is made on the minds
of the people in regard to the nussionartes, who are
thus enabled to preach, not an EMPTY RELIGION, but
onc that has a compassion onthe body also.  If Chnis-
tians wish to give the Bread of Lifeto the heathen, let
the famishing millions first have a taste of the bread
that perisheth, and then they will live long enough to
hear about the Bread that perisheth not.

If you can collect any amount you may send it to
the Rev. \Wm. Muirhead, of the London Mission, in
Shanghai, who is the Secretary of the Famine Relief
Fund Committee, or to any other receiving centres
that are likely being formed now in America for the
purpose........ 1 am, yours truly, V. P, SUVOONG.

Kiangnan 2rsenal, Shanghai, April Sth, 1878,

P.S.—Editors of newspapers in cities, towns, or
country, throughout the Province, desirous to do some-
thing for the reliefof these starving people, will please
copy. J. B. F.

Sat—

THE GRANT TO AMETIS.

MR, EDITOR,—Dr. Cochrane in the outset seeks to
leave the impression that my letters have compelled
him to divulge what otherwise he would have gladly
concealed. To this I reply by saying that I have not
written one word except in self-defence, and that the
“unfair” insinuations and “unmanly” threats contain-
cd in his previous leiters must have compelled any
man with a shred of self-respect to make the demand
I did. And when he now asserts that I am responsible
for his present attitude, it suggests to me the first
really painful thoughts in connection with the matter.
And [ further beg to state that in this, his third com-
munication, the Doctor has made no fresh revelation
whatever. He had nothing more to tell. His previ-
ous letters contained in a condensed form all that he
has now unfolded and must have suggested to every
suspicious mind a great deal more.

Do 1 then accept his last communication as a
proper presentation of the case? Not by any means.
And it will be for the Doctor himself to judge
what bearing the statement I now submit may have on
the closing paragraph of his last reply, and to govern
himself accordingly. I cannot refrain from correcting
a misrepresentation in case Dr. Cochrane should
choose to consider that I am impugning his veracity.
I never dreamed of doing the latter, whereas 1 have
had occasion to do the former, and fecl constrained to

do s0 again,

The Doctor says, “\When the case came up, Mr.
Wright stated that he hardly knew what to say about
this Statton; that the Presbytery had been endeavour-
ing for some tume past to cffect a change, . . . .
and that possibly the best thing its committee could
do, was to withhold the grant for a tine, in the hope
that such action on the part of the Committee would
bring about the change that scemed to the Presbytery
so desirable.” Now, “when the case came up” and
the first resolution to take the grant from Metis was
carried in the Committee, 1 was five hundred miles
from the scene of its deliberations. 1 was not at that
meeting at all, and never had been at any former ones
‘The usual application for the yearly grant to Metis
was sent in writing, on the blank form prepared by
the Committee, and unaccompanied by any remark;
and I knew nothing of the results of that application
unul I read in the printed minutes of meeting the
following words, “Metis:—asked $170 per annum.
Granted for next sex months.  ‘The Presbytery hereby
notified that unless the contributions of the people are
increased, the grant will then be withdrawn.” It was
at the expi.ation of these six months and when the
resolution was to come into force that I found myself
for the first time at a meeting of the Home Mission
Committee. 7T/en, “when the case came up,” 1 stated
that I had no message from the Presbytery regarding
Meus, and that the conditions the committee had
demanded for the continuance of the grant were not
realzed. [ acquiesced in the previous decision of the
Commuttee, and had the strongest possible reasons for
s ueving that the Presbytery did the same; and 1
cexpressed the hope that the course taken would bring
about some such change in Mctis as the Presbytery
by sts method had fuled to effect.  Ifin this 1 did -
Justice to the Presbytery of Quebe, 1 shall feel obliged
to any member of that court to state over s own
signature 1n what respect 1 did so, as this will gneme
tac opportunity 1 desire of discussing the subject from
that side. ‘The only resolution that 1 ever either
moved or seconded i Quebee Presbytery affecung
Metis, was one begging the Home Mission Commuttee
to add §50 to Mr. Fenwick’s grant.

It will be observed then, that 1 never occupied a
seat in the Cominittee until six months after the reso-
lution deciding the fate of Metis was passed; and in
all seriousness 1 would ask the Doctor how he can
persist i holding me responsible for that resolution,
14y does he repeat 1t, without careful enquiry after 1
gave it a simple denial in my first reply? I can casily
understand how the Doctor in the hurry of his mani-
fold labours might inadvertently do a brother an
injustice; but after time to reflect and leisure to ine
(Juire, yea, after being fanned for two weeks by the
balmy breezes of the south, and living in a very ai-
mosphere of brotherly love, how is it that on his
return home he returns also to an “unfair” attack on
me. I do not complain of the tone of Dr. Cochrane’s
leiter. Its tone is quite Christian and kind; but these
qualities only make it the more plausible in itself and
the more dangerous to me. He is offended when 1
call it a “mistake,” and I am anxious #6¢ to offend.
1 therefore ask himself to suggest the more euphonious
word, by which he desires his action henceforth to be
described. A speaker at last Assembly eulogizing
the Doctor’s energy and force of character, called him
a “steam engine in trowsers.” There is great signifi-
cance in that beautiful metaphor; and I only wish the
Doctor would justify the application then made of it,
by showing that he, too, is built with reversidie power,
and that he can “back up” as gracefully as he can
advance vigorously.

But it seems that after all the Doctor has told there
is a “back-ground of mystery” still. “Should Mr.
Wright challenge my statement then other members
of the committee are prepared not only to substantiate
it, but to add to it certain other remarks made by the
Presbytery’s representative on the floor of the Com-
mittee.” I know not whether these members wiil
consider the Doctor’s statement “challenged” by what
1 have now written or not; but, in any case, my
sincere desire is that they should furmish whatever in-
formation they possess to put the matter in 2 proper
light. Now that the confidential nature of the Com-
muttee’s proceedings has been violated in a way that
seems to me so gratuitous and inexcusable, I suppose
that any one may enter by the open door, and that no
one will blame me for taking such liberty as self.
defence requires. Regarding Mr. Fenwick I may say
now, what in substance I said in Committee; that the
Presbytery regarded him as an exceedingly conciens
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tious and worthy man: and that he had refused to
ohev their instraciions, hecause he behieved that only
in that w v could Metis sarvive and the Presbytery be
~nved from the folly of destroving ene of 1ts own
Stations,

Aned as to the second and fast meeting of Commit-
tee I attended, Oct,, 1877, 1 can but repeat what 1 said
in my first reply, namely, that | requested the restora-
tion of the Metis grant; that | expressed surprise to
have heard it stated during the Summer, that the
Presbytery had asked its withdrawal, for the purpose
of “starving out™ Mr. Fenwick: that 1 deprecated any
such interpretation of the Presbytery’s action; that |
did so unchallenged; that when told the Presbytery
were “afraid of Fenwick’s pen™ in not insisting on the
change proposed, 1 replied that the Presbytery were
anxious to avaid even the appearance of harshness;
that several times during the work of the committee 1
recurred to the Metis matter n the hope of still get-
ting the grant rencwed; that notably when a large
grant was passed to a congregation in the Presbytery
of Hamilton, | asked how this accorded with the
treatment of Mectis; and that the answer by a member
of Commmttee was perfectly defimte and can be pro-
duced in its exact original form,

There arc many ponts in the Doctor’s letters that,
did space pernut, 1 should have liked to notice:—The
fallacy mvolved in speaking of members of Commuttee
as “representatives of Presbytenes,” though they are
appointed by Assembly, and Presbyteries communi-
catewith the Committee through written extracts; the
“mstake ™ also m speaking of *joyalty to the Assem-
bly” as demanding the withdmwal of the Mets grant;
and many other things ot which we cannot now speak
particularly.

I closc with an carnest protest aganst Dr. Coch-
rane’s attempt to convey the impression that the
Commuttee are m this matter ranged with i, and
that he is sunply the champion of their cause.  With
them I have no controversy. 1 entertain for every
oue of them feehings of atfection and respect, and many
of them are my warm personal friends; and | regard
any attempt to alienate thew fnendship from me the
reverse of kind, POAVRILHT,

Pastor of Chalmers Church.

Montreal, May 20, 1578.

PROBRATIONERS PAY AND TREATMENT.

MR, Eontor, A great deal has been said in your
columns about the pay and treatment of Probationers,
and as the illustrious “ Thirtv-one ™ have resolved to
organice and agitate the question, 1 trust you will al-
low something to be said on the other side. Com-
plunt is made that during last quarter fifteen vacan-
cies have Leen removed from the list by calling min-
isters who do not belong to the roll of honour. s this
so? | know that in our Presbytery three vacancies
were removed from the list because they had been
killed by the present scheme, and are now being
worked as mission stations as the only way to resusci-
tate them; and we have now in this Presbytery seven
congregations, -five were formally settled) that have
dwindled down to be mission stations through the
present system.  Another complaint is that the con-
gregations du not “pay up to the average, that they
were formerly paying their pastors” as required by
the law of the Church. Wonjd it not be justice to
the congregations to have added to this rule “and
Probationcrs are required to preach sermons up to the
average formerly furnished the congregation, and
Presbyteries are required to sce that they do so.”
How would this work? An honest day’s work for an
honest day’s pay. Another complaint is that they are
badly billetted—perhaps “ A.P.” would suggest a bill
of farc that would be suited to all parties and graded
“jin proportion to the salarics formerly paid their
pastor.” “Equity” proposes that the supply be
stopped from all congregations who do not pay as
required by law. I think a large proportion of the
congregations would be glad to have supplics from the
Scheme stopped as they would then be able to supply
their own pulpits without the trouble of getting the
consent of Presbytery or having often to pay two
ministers for one day’s work. From the number of
applications to Presbyterics for this leave, (although
many Presbyteries always refuse) this rule would be 3
success to the congregations, but it would be death to
the present system.  1s it then an advantage to be off
this list? It appears so. The largest congregations
in the Church get leave to obtain their own supply,

and many Probationers procure hearings without
going on the list, and all Probationers are allowed to
leave the list whenever they wish,  \Why not allow all
congregations  the same privilege?  Congregations
must remiain on the list; i it kills them no matter
We are & vacant congregation who require Gaclic as
well as English, and there are three ministers on the
list who might be candidates for our pulpit. ‘Two of
these we have heard.  We have the otherone atlotted
to us this quarter and he deddines coming.  What is
our chance of ever getting a s.ttlement out of the
“Chirty-one,” aml yet we have sent to us for cight
Sabbaths in this quarter men who have no chance of
cver being our pastor, some of whom we have already
heard four times and who are so well known by us
that we do not announce their names, knowing well,
that if it was intimated that they were to preach, the
church would be not only wacant but emply. And
there is no remedy for this but fncreased pay and bet-
ter billets? Can these Probationers expect as warm
a welcome as if they were likely to be our coming
pastor? No, they cannot but feel that they are not de-
sired and that we feel that they are merely delaying
our chance of scttlement.  \What respect can a con-
gregation have for a Probationer, who, having ac-
cepted a call but continuing to fill his appointments,
finding the congregation to which he is sent have
asked another minister to preach as a candidate for
their pulpit, refuses to give way (even with the offer of
his pay for doinyg nothing}, but insists on his right to
preach, and prevents the congregation from hearing
the man they wanted 2 and what respect can they have
for a scheme that justifies such acts? How it raises
the Probationers in the cyes of the congregation when
onc of them comes late on Saturday night and goes
away ecarly on Monday morning, and asks the Treas-
urer for two dollars extra, “because you will save
it by nut havng to pay sv much for board.”

To say nothing of serious charges which congrega-
tions do not take the trouble to report, as the prosecu-
tion would be far more expensive, than the advantage
to them; it is quite certain that the present scheme is
anything but a success, and although most of the
«omplaints come from probationers, yet congregations
have as mach ceusc for complaint T have hada good
deal of experience with prabationers in other congre-
gations, and know that merely altering details in the
working of this scheme will never bring the remedy.
The objections to this scheme are that it generates an
entire want of sy mpathy between the probationersand
the congregations, and that it causes a great waste of
means in working; waste to the congregations in pay-
ing board, with a manse standing idle, and waste to
the probationers in paying unnecessary travelling ex-
penses.  The sympathy is not going to be increased
by this discussion, and without it there is little hope
of better treatment although in a few instances a
dollar or two more may be got out of some vacancy.
Is there no remedy?  Yes - A System of llincrancy
i1t cansection costh a Sustentation Fund would be the
best, but will not be obtainable for many years, and
something must be done at once.  Try this. Let all
Sessions who wish to procure their own supply do so
—this would remove about one-fourth, perhaps, of the
preseat number of vacancies (48),and leave the thirty-
six probationers each with a vacant congregation over
which he would be settled for, say three months, and
at the request of the Session might be allowed to re-
main another termn or longer if mutually agreeable,
but if petitioned against for incficiency might be re-
moved at the end of six weeks, and after three or five
complaints for this cause to be removed altogether.
The probationer to be paid nearly the same as the
pastor, occupy the manse and perform all the pastoral
duties (cxcept being Moderator of Session); while
congregations would have a better chance of becoming
acquainted with the pastoral ability of the probationer,
and would perhaps make better selections and the
result be Tongdr and more satisfactory pastorates than
our present system of calling a man entirely on his
preaching ability.

A MEMBER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.
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THE METIS GRANT.

MR. EDITOR,~It is a long time since I rcad the
1liad, but—if 1 rightly remember—thare is a passage
in it where Achilles and Hector are represented as
fighting about the dead body of Patroclus. Well, for
some time past Brothers Cochrane and Wright have
been crossing swords about your humble servant. J

have all the while been motionless like Patroclus, 1
cannot, however, be so any longer, ‘To drop figure,
there is a pazt of Dr. Cochmne's letter in the PRESHY-
TERIAN of May 17th, which, in justice to myself, | must
notice. 1t is where he speaks as follows regarding
the Home Mission Committee’s discontinuing the
grant to Metis: “ \Vhen the case came up, Mr. Wright
said that he hardly knew what to say about this sta-
tion; thit the Presbytery had been endeavoring for
some time past to cffect a change which they
felt necessary for its greater success; that it was re-
porte«d that many Presbyterians who lived a portion of
the year in the locality passed the Presbyterian Church
ancl attended other denominations; and that probably
the best thing the Committee could do was to with~
hold the grant for a time, in the hope that such actien,
on the part of the Committee would bring about the:
change that seemed to the Presbytery so desirable.”

Well, with regard to the report that “many Presby-

terians who lived a portion of the year in the locality
passed the Presbyterian Church and attended other
denominations,” I unhesitatingly term it a downziht
Jalseheod,  There is not one word of truth in it from
beginning to end. 1 defy any person togivé the name
of even ane Presbyterian visitor who has ever gone
past my church to go to the other. Thereisonly one
other Protestant church in the place.

The statement which [ am now reviewing is also as
adsurd as it 1s false.  Where the far greater number
ot the wvisitors hive, 1s from three to four-and-a-half
mules from my church. The other one is close to the
near end, between it and us,  The fact, then, that the
F'resbytenian church is threce miles further from the
mass of the strangers than the other is, very readily
accounts for so few attending the former.  For oneto
pass my church to go to the other, he must first come
ap and go past the former, though it should be but one
step, and then go back to the latter, thus travelling at
least six wles for nothing.,  Any one doing so, would
prove himself to be highly qualified for a place as a
patent under the care of my old friend Dr. Clark, of
the Toronto Lunatic Asylum. He would be like vne
hiving in ‘Toronto, who should, in order to go to King-
ston, pass Montreal. I am well acquainted with the
hastory of the other Protestant church here, anit from
what | know of 18, ] have no doubt that one reason
why those whe placed the other church where it now
stands, did so, was todraw the visitors to it. The whole
of the Protestants here could not, together, raiseagreat
dcal for a munister. A part can, of course, doless, I,
tiien, help from the visitors could be cut off from the
P resbyterans, there was ground to hope that by and
by Presbyteriamism would be starved out of the place,
aud then the other church would get the field all to
ituelf, 1 can give proofs that the younger Protestant
cliurch here was founded as an anti-Presbyterian one,
which 1 defy any one in Metis or out of it to refute.

Even though some Presbyterian visitors who could
attend our church should not, it does not necessarily
follow that 1 am to be blamed for it. There are fuke-
warm personsin the Presbyterian as there are in other
churches, Now, those to whom 1 refer might attend
the other church just Lecause they would see more of
their acquaintances and other visitors there than at
mine. There are many like the servant girl who said
that she * wadna gie the crack i* the kirk-yard for a*
the sermon.”  Or again, fugitives from discipline may*
have told those referred to great lies about me, and
thereby poisoned their minds. 1 amused to “this sort
of thing.”

At different times, Presbyterian visitors have gone
past the Littlé Metis church, and come to ours. On
Sabbath afternoons, during the visiting season, I haye
a station in a temperance hotel four-and-a-half miles
from here. We have good attendances, representing
different denominations. At times, ministers of other
cvangelical bodies have taken my place, or assisted
me, Scveral of the visitors have said to me that they
wished that our church had been nearer them. Ifthe
intended church at Little Metis were built, it would be
ina more central part than the other place is, and,
therefore, the attendance in summer would beincreas.
ed. While the strangers are here, we have visits at
the manse from several of them, which seem to afford
the visitors much pleasure, as I know they do the
visited. Were it not for the fact already stated, we
would have more callers. I mention these things
simply in opposition to the report already referred to
which is fitted to do me harm. I again say that it is
not true. Had 1 kept silence, I would, in effect, have.-



e A R A

o —————

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

485

said that it was true, and thereby done myself grave
injustice s,

I 'am. unwilling to take up any more of the PRESBY-
TERIA.N with this subject, but there are one or two
other. things connected with it, on which I would like
to r;ay a few words. I shall, therefore, pause here,
the.nking you for the present favor. Yours respect-
fu lly, T. FENWICK.

VIINISTERS AND €HURGHES.

THE Clinton congregation have unanimously re-

~solved to give a call to Rev. A. Stewart.

PROF. JACOBS, musical instructor of the 42nd Bat-
ttalion band, has been appointed teacher and leader of
the choir in connection with St. Andrew’s Church,
Perth, A great improvement in the singing is observ-
-able in consequence.

DR. COCHRANE preached his seventeenth Anniver-
:sary Sermon Sunday morning in Zion Church, Brant-
-ford, from the text, John iii. 4th verse. “I have no
-greater joy than to hear that my children walk in
‘truth.” He delivered a most eloquent and impressive
«discourse.

THE Rev. Wm. Burns, pastor of Knox Church,
‘Perth, has been confined to bed with an attack of
pleurisy and inflammation of the lungs. We are
‘happy to say that the rev. gentieman is now recover-
ing, and though yet unable to leave his room, is gain-
ing strength daily.

ON Wednesday evenipg the 22nd inst., a congrega-
tional meeting was held in the East Presbyterian
Church, Toronto, to consider the advisability of build-
ing a new church on the north-east corner of Queen
and Parliament streets. It was unanimously decided
to dispose of the present church and to call for plans
and specifications to be submitted to the congregation
2t a meetiiig td Be held on the 29th inst.

L PR . .

ON the eve -of his departure for Yorkville, Rev.
“Patrick Greig was presented with an address from his
‘late congregations at Orchardville and Middle Station,
‘Normanby. Mr. Greig’s pulpit ability, earnest labors,
.:and Christian walk and conversation were warmly
-eulogized in these addresses; his disinterestedness in
resigning his charge in order to facilitate a regrouping
of the stations was ackntwledged, and fervent wishes
were expressed for his:future welfare and abundant
success as a Christian teacher.

THE congregation of Zion Presbyterian Church,
Orangeville, are making preparations to build a new
church to replace the one recently destroyed by fire.
A fine site has been secured on Broadway, and the
plans of a handsome and commodious building have
been decided upon. The total cost will be about
$12,000. Subscriptions are now being taken, and the
committee are meeting with great success in their
canvass. Seven members of the congregation headed
the list by subscribing the handsome sum of $3,700.

THE building of the two transepts to St. Andrew’s
«Church, Guelph, will be begun at once, the contracts
‘having been let to the following parties; D. Kennedy,
‘masonry ; Geo. & Alex. Bruce, carpenter work; John
Crowe, iron work; W. H. Mills, tinsmithing; Hum-
‘phries & Reynolds, painting. The total amount ofithe
«contracts is $4,000. The whole work is to ba com-
pleted by the first of November. It is thought that
excepting a month or six weeks service can be held in
the church while undergoing alterations.

REvV. HENRY GRACEY was inducted into the pastoral
charge ‘of St. Andrew’s Church, Gananoque, on the
2nd inst. Rev. Mr. Nicholson, of Lansdowne, preach-
ed; Rev. J. Gallaher presided and addressed the min-
fster; and Rev, fi"'McCuaig addressed the people.
After the indugtion, Rev. J. Fraser, who for some
months past has been in charge of thé' congregation,
was presented with a purse of $41. As the congrega-
tion dispersed the individuals composing. it availed
themselves of the opportunity afforded them of shak-
ing hands with the new minister.

THE lecture-room extension .in course of erection
for the Central Presbyterian Church in this city, will
conform with the style and architecture of the Church,
and will cost between $7,000 and $8,000. On the
ground floor there will be a lecture-room 28x28, with
a parlour adjoining, 28x19; cloak-rooms for ladies and
gentlemen, vestry and library. The upper floor will
be occupied by the school-room, 36x38, and eight
class-rooms, including a large infants’ class-room.

. ary way, commending the undertaking to the blessing

These apartments are all cut off from the school-
room by folding doors. The basement will be oc-
cupied by a kitchen, storage, and other conveniences.
The architects are Messrs. Gordon & Helliwell.

A SECOND Presbyterian Church has been organized
at St. Mary’s. Rev. Mr. Hyslop, of Avonton, preached
in the Town Hall on Monday afternoon, after which
a committee of the Presbytery of Stratford, consisting
of Rev. Messrs. McPherson and Hyslop, and Mr. Rob-
ertson, elder, formed a communion roll. Fifty-three
certificates of membership were handed in. Messrs,
Adair, Laughton, Currie, Hamilton, and Moir were
appointed the Managing Committee. Messrs. Laugh-
ton, T. D. Hamilton, P. McVannel, G. Grant, A.
Smith, and A. W. Knox were nominated for elders.
Messrs. Laughton and Smith were appointed to at-
tend the next meeting of Presbytery.

‘THE corner stone of the new Presbyterian church,
now in course of erection in the village of Norwood,
was laid on Friday, the 17th inst., in the presence of a
large number of people, comprising many of the in-
habitants of the village and surrounding district not
belodging to the congregation. The platform was
occupied by Rev. T. F. Fotheringham, M.A., the
pastor of the congregation; Rev. Thos. Wardrope,
D.D., of Guelph; Rev. E. F. Torrance, M.A,, of
Peterboro’; and Rev. W, White of Warsaw. The
proceedings were opened with praise and prayer by
Dr. Wardrope. Mr. Fotheringham read a paper
giving an outline of the history of the Norwood Pres-
byterian congregation from its earliest days to the
present time, and paying a special tribute to the
memory of the late Rev. J. M. Roger of Peterboro’.
The ceremony having been duly performed,an adjourn-
ment took place to the Drill Shed where an excellent
dinner had been provided by the ladies of the con-
gregation. The large assemblage did ample justice
to the good things set before them, and afterwards en-
joyed the pleasure and benefit of listening to addres-
ses from Rev. Dr. Wardrope, and Rev. Messrs.
Fotheringham, Torrance, and White. The cash pro-
ceeds of the day amounted to about $200.

THE corner-stone of the new Presbyterian Church
of Mount Pleasant, Ontario, was laid in due form on
Tuesday, 14th inst. A large concourse of people were
present on the occasion. After engaging in singing,
reading of the Scriptures, and prayer, Mr. George
Bryce, one of the oldest elders in the congregation
was called upon to lay the stone, a handsome trowel
having been presented to him for the purpose. Hav-
ing given a short account of the rise and progress of
the congregation from its commencement to the pre-
sent time, he proceeded to lay the stone in the ordin-

of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. On the same even-
ing and connected with the above event a Social Fes-
tival was held in the school house presided over by
the pastor of the congregation, Rev. Thos. Alexander.
After justice had been done to the very abundant
refreshments, prepared by the ladies of the congrega-
tion,—appropriate addresses were delivered by Revs.
Mr. Stobbs, Mr. Paterson, Mr. Ross, Brantford, Dr.
Cochrane, and Mr. McLeod of Paris. The Hon.
Mr. Hardy, who was invited to be present on the
occasion, sent a letter expressing his regret at not
being able to be present, and enclosing $15 to show
his good will to the undertaking. Suitable pieces of
music were given during the evening. After votes of
thanks were tendered to the speakers, to the friends
who furnished the music, and to the ladies for provid-
ing the refreshments, the meeting which was one of
the best ever held in Mount Pleasant was dismissed
with the benediction. The sum realized was over
eighty dollars,

WE deeply regret, says the Halifax “Presbyterian
Witness,” to learn that the venerable Moderator of
the General Assembly is not recovering as we had
hoped. In a note written last week he says:—%1It is
now not only likety but certain that I shall not be able
to attend the General Assembly in June next. The
last time I preached was on Thanksgiving Day, up-
wards of five months ago. Since then I have been
confined to the house, and though the weather is very
favourable I do not find myself getting better but
rather worse. In short I am sinking,—waiting for my
change. I now find it burdensome to move from
room to room. I have great cause however to be
thankful. My life has been a long one, and I trust
not altogether unfruitful. Nothing would give me

greater pleasure than to preach the opening sermon

and once more address the Brethren. [But this is a
privilege which in the Providence of God I shall riever
more enjoy. It is the Lord: let Him do what seemeth
Him good.” In common with all who hoped to enjoy
an earnest and eloquent presentation of the Gospel at
the opening of the General Assembly, we deplore the
illness of Dr. Macleod. Few men in the Dominion
have preached such heart-stirring and quickening
sermons as he; and his memorable closing address to
the General Assembly in June last year showed that
the old fire still burned, and that his right hand had
not forgotten its skill. We hope and earnestly pray
that our venerable Father will yet gather strength and
health, and that though unable to travel to Hamilton,
he will be spared to work for the Master amid an
attached people in Cape Breton.

THE Rev. Joseph Cook was about sixteen years old
when he delivered his first lecture. From earliest
boyhood he had a passion for delivering addresses.
He was born near Ticonderoga, his parents being
plain country people. His full name is Flavius
Josephus, and until he grew up he was known as
“Flave.” On becoming a man he dropped “Flavius,”
nobody knew exactly why. When he was quite a lad
he wrote a history of Ticonderoga, which was publish-
ed in the village newspaper. His discourses are now
niore extensively published than those of any other
preacher in this country. The Publisher of the PRES-
BYTERIAN will forward three phamplets containing
seventeen of the recent course of lectures, postage
pre-paid, to any address, on receipt of fifty cents, or
any one of the three for twenty cents.

BENEFIT OF COMMUNION WITH GOD—God is a centre
to the soul; and, just as in a circle, what is nearest the
centre is subject to least motion, so the closer the soul is to
God, the movement and agitation to which it is exposed
will be less, Make the experiment upon a level area: sink
a staft into the ground, attach to it a line, around it asa
centre describe a circle of considerable extent; then bid
some friend walk round that circle, while you do the same
round another drawn at a short distance from the staff. You
will find that your friend will have to walk long and fast
to accomplish his task, but that a few steps will be enough
for yours. It isthe same with the soul. The greater its
distance from God and from spiritual and heavenly things,
the wider the circuit it will have to make, the faster it will
have to speed without knowing why, and the more will it
seek, but be unable to rest. He, however, who, by devo-
tion and faith, love and resignation, keeps as near as possi-
ble to God, finds that which his heart desires.—Gotthold.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.
KinGsToN.—At Picton, on Tuesday, gth July, at 10a,m.
QuEBEC.—In Morrin College, Quebec, on Tuesday, 16th
July, at 10a.m. -

PETERBORO’. —At Millbrook, on Tuesday, 2nd July, at
II a.m.

WHITBY.—At Oshawa, on Tuesday, 2nd July, at 11 a.m.

Huron.—In Knox Church, Goderich, on Tuesday, 9th
July, at 11 a.m. i

STRATFORD.—In St. Andrew’s Church, - Stratford, on
Tuesday, 9th July, at 9.30 a.m.

Orrawa.—In St. Andrew’s Church, Almonte, on the
first Tuesday of August, at 2 o’clock, p.m.

LoNDON.—In First Presbyterian Church, London, on
Tuesday, gth July, at 2 p.m.

GLENGARRY.—At Alexandria, on Tuesday, gth July, at
the usual hour. .

TorONTO.—In Knox Church, Toronto, on Tuesday, 2nd
July, at 1T a.m, .

MONTREAL.—In St. Paul’s Church, Montreal, on Tues-
day, oth July, at 11 a.m.

BRUCE.—In St. Paul’s Church, Walkerton, on the last
Tuesday, in June, at 2 o'clock p.m.

Births, Warviages and Deaths,

. NDT EXCEEDING FOUR LINES 25 OENTS,

BIRTHS.

At Whitby, on the 14th inst., the wife of the Rev. M.
Macgillivray, M. A., of Scarboro, of a daughter.

At Woodstock, on the 18th inst., the wife of Mr. R. Laid-
law, of the ‘“‘Review,” of a son. .

MARRIED.

At Montreal, on the 14th inst., by the Rev. P. Wright,
of Chalmers’ Church, assisted by the Rev. J. McCaul, of
Three Rivers, John Stewart Riddle, 'merchant, Danville, to
Helen Ann Munro, of Ross-shire, Scotland.

In Toronto, May 22nd, 1878, by Rev. R. Douglas Fra-
ser, M.A., of Charles Street Presbyterian Church, f‘[ohn
Shaw, Esq., to Sarah, eldest daughter of Mr. Wm. Ho mes,
Rich Hill, Ireland.

On the 10th inst., at the residence of the bride’s father,
Springfield, by the Rev. J. B. Edmondson, Mr. David M.
Cannon, to Agnes M., second daughter of Mr, W, Forgie,
Almonte. .

On the 11th inst.,, by the Rev. Walter Ross, M. A., at the
residence of the bride’s mother, Mr. Wm, Fraser McRéa, to
Miss Adelia Easton, both of Carleton Place.
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B300ks AND ‘IVEAGAZINES,
St Nicholas.

New Yurk: Scribner & Co.

The number for June contains: “.\ Triumph,”
“One Saturday,” “ Mrs, Peter Piper's Pickles,” “ Un-
der the Lilacs,” “Master Montezuma,” “A Long
Journey,” * The Little Red Canal Boat,” * The Butter-
fly Chase,” “How to make a Telephone.” * Only a
Doll,” * Dab Kinzer,” “ Making Ready for a Cruise,”
“ How Willy Wolly went A-Fishing,” * Crumbs from
Older Reading,” * Jack-in-the-Pulpit,” * For Very
Little Folks,” “The Letter-Box,” “‘The Riddle-Box”
—all more or less entertaining and instructive, and
enlivened by a large assortment of beautiful illustra-
tions.

Littele's Living Age.
Boston: Littell & Gay.

The numbers of tus publication for the weeks end-
ing May 4th and t11th contain. An article on Russia
and India, from the “ Nineteenth Century,” “ The
Political Adventures of Lord Beaconsfield,” from the
“ Fortnightly Review;” “ A Recollection of the Indian
Mutiny,” by Thomas Farquhar, from “Sunday at
Home;” a cnticism of Mr, Froude's “ Life and Times
of ‘Thomas Becket,” by Edward A. Freeman, from the
“ Contemporary Review;” and a varicty of other valu.
able and intcresting papers, from the foremust British
peniodicals of the day, with selecuons specially trans.
lated for the “Living Age” from the French and
German,

Sunday Afternoon.
Springtield, Mass.

Besudes the article on * The End of Tweed,” which
we transferred to our own columns last week, the
“Editor's Table” in the Junc number of * Sunday
Afternoon " contains. *“The Heresy of Paganism,”
“The Flonda Frauds;” and Notes on Current Events,
In an article enutled “ What Career for the Negro?®
E. H. Fairchild speaks hopefully of the moral and
religious future of the frcedmen in the Southern
States. The paper on “ The Lake Dwellings of Swit-
zerland,” is well written, imparting additional attract-
ivenessto a subject intrinsically interesting. Thereis
the usual liberal allowance of fiction, principally short
stories.

Seribner's Monthly.
New York: Scribner & Co.

In an editorial on “ The Art of Speaking,” in Scrib-
ner for June, Dr. Holland awards the palm of Ameri-
can oratory to Dr. Storrs, cred-ung lhim with the
power (rare on American platforms) of holding in his
mind the unarranged material for public discourse,
and the ready and unerring art with which to shape
it to the purposes of any occasion. W. L. Kingsley,
in an article on “Lying, as a Fie Art,” traces the
falsehoods which have so long been current regarding
the * Blue Laws® of Connecticut to the Rev. Samuel
Peters, who published a2 ‘* History of Connecticut” n
1781. The number is very rich in interesting reading
matter, beautifully illustrated.

The Preacher's Cabinet : A Handbook of Illus-
trations.
New York: The Religious Newspaper Agency,

Ilustrative anccdotes, aphorisms, and similes are
generally regarded as commnon property, tl - person
who requires one takes it, where.er he fieds it—that
is, if it suits his purpose. Preachers, Sabbath School
teachers and other public speakers soon exhaust the
store treasured up in their own memories, and then
they find that a collection of such anecdotes, etc, is a
very useful thing, The little book now before us con-
tains over three hundred of them, tersely told, and
ranged under their proper headings, The compiler is
Prof. Thwing, editor of the American edition of
Muller’s “ Life of Trust.” .

The Canada Chrisiian Monthly.
Toronto: C. Blackett Robinson.

The editorial in the May nnmber of this magazine
is on “Rehgious Education in Public Schools;” a sub-
ject of present and pressing importance, well handled.
The department of “ Living Preachers” is occupied by
% An Address for Sad Times,” by C. H. Spurgeon,
Under the head of ¢ Christian Life,” we have the con-
tinuation of * Dr. Duff, or the Christian Missionary,”
by the editor; and “Dr. Andrew Cameron, or the
Christian Editor,” a sketch taken from the “ Family
Treasury. Occupying the department of “ Practical

Papers” we find an article entitled * Holiness unto the
Lord,” by the Rev. J. J. Hindley, Owen Sound. The
departments of * Christian Work,” * Christian Miscel-
lany,” and * Children'’s Treasury” are occupied with
watter the reading of which will be found pleasant and
prafitable: and the poetry is, i possible, even better
than usual,

The Atlantic Monthiy.
Roston: Houghton, Qsgood & Co.

In the June number of the “Atlantic Monthly "
there 1s an article on Railway Travellers and Travel.
ling in England which will be interesting to readers in
general, but especially so to those on this continent
who cxpect some time or other to visit the mother
land. Companng the convenience of the English and
Amgcrican systems of railway travelling, the writer,
Mr. Richard Grant \White, gives his “vote, without
hesitation or qualification, in favor of the English,”
and ably defends his position. This number also con.
tans an instalment of Mr. Charles Dudley Warner's
“Adirondacks Verified” in which the haps and mis.
haps of a party “ Camping Out™ are well desenbed,
The article entitled * Days in June” consists to a large
extent of extracts from the journal of H. DD, Thoreau.
The department of Art receives a fuir share of atten-
tion in this number. There is an ¢ hmaginary Dia-
logue on Decorative Art,” a critical paper on “ New
Books on Art,” and, in the “ Open Letter from New
York,” an account of the recent eshibition of the New
Socicty of Artists at the Kurtz Gallery.  The depart-
ment of Recent Literature is, as usual, worthy of
praise.

The Future State,
New York: **Christian Union.”

This a phamphlet of aghty-six pages, reprinted
from the columns of the * Chnistian Umon,” arehigious
weekly paper pubhished in New York. The cditor of
that paper invited prominent men representing the
several views winch now divide the religious world on
the above subject, to state these views briefly and
plainly for the benefit of his readers, The response
to that invitation was: (1) a statement of * The Pro.
blem and its Perplexttics,” by Rev. Henry \Ward
Beecher, which consists merely in a denial of the
orthadox doctrine without advancing anything of a
positive naturc ‘o take its place; (2} a definition, and
a defense by reason and by scripture, of the orthodox
doctrine, by Rev. S. C. Bartlett, D.D., President of
Dartmouth College, who, notwithstanding the narrow
limits to which he was necessarily confined as to space,
has treated the subject i a manner which, without
exaggeration, may be characterized as exhaustive; (3)
a paper on “The Restitution of all things,” by the
Rev. Andrew Jukes, who represents the Restoration-
1sts; and (4 an article on * Conditional Immortaluy,”
by Rev. J. H. Petungell, a remarkably able advocate
of the annihilation theory. The book closes with an
editorial, summing up the arguments of the advo-
cates and stating the 1ssue to be tried, but giving no
decision.

The Complete Preacher.
New York: The Religious Newspaper Agency.

The May number of this publication contains the
following sermons: * The Gospel of the Incarnation,”
by Wilham Morley Punshon, LL.D.; “ The Nature
of Gospel Truth the Prophecy of Universal Recogni-
tion,” by James M. Ludlow, D.D.; “ What is Man?
or, the Scepticism of Scicnce Considered,” by R. W,
Dale, D.1.; “The Sccond Advent,” by Rev. J. G.
Manly; “lohn Mornsey; or, is Romanism a Safe
Guide ?” ty Justin D. Fulton, D.D. In the sermon
on *“What 1s Man,” Dr. Dale, who ranks ligh among
English preachers, and who is favorably known on
this continent by the lectures which he delivered at
Yale College last year, effectively disposes of several
sceptical points raised by some scientists. Dr. Ful-
ton’s sermon is an outspoken exposure of that false
religion which sends “a soul deceived into the pre-
sence of God, because he trusted in the offices of men
rather than in the mediatorial work of Jesus Christ.”
The lecture on “ The Second Advent,” by Rev. J. G.
Manly, of Toronto, advances and defends the view
that the Second Advent is past already, having taken
place in A.D. 70, when Judaism came to an end, and
Christ came in fulfilment of the promise, ¢ Verily 1
say unto you, there be some standing here which shall
not taste of death till they sce the Son of Man coming
in His kingdom;” not “with observation,” but necver-
theless “in power;” not in the body, but by His Spirit;
not a priest to offer sacrifice as in His first advent, but
a King to reign on the carth, in the hearts of His peo-

ple, to the end of the world,

SCIENTIFIO AND FJSEFUL,

CrEAM CAKES.—One cupful of cream, one cuplul of
sugar, one '-‘mf. ane teaspoonful of saleratus, one teaspoonful
ofsalt,  Stir in flour until the batter is as thick asin making
pancakes.

STEWING. - This is the most economical mode of cooking
meat, but it should be remembered that length of time 1
much more important than extea heat, as long continued
action softens lllc toughest joints, rendering them tenderand
palatable,  Ifthe fite Is too hot it will ralse to the boiling
point, and then it will harden the meat.

ORIENTAL SoAr.—Mix one hundred pounds of potach
with l\\cm?;-four pounds ficshly burnéd lime (slaked),
Moisten with water, and coutinue the addition until & lye of
about 35" Beaume is obtained.  Into a builer put one hun.
dred pounds of lard and melt it.  Add little by little the
above lye, keeping it hot and stisring it well, A perfume is
usually added and thoroughly incotporated by stinting while
warm, not hot,

CuREsK SHORT CARES.—Put & cupful of sifted flourinte
a bonl; add to 1t two tablespoonfuls of butter and three
tablespoonfuls of grated cheese, or a plece of cheese as latge
as an cpgs chop these up fine in the flour; add two table.
spoonfuls of swecet cream {(milk will do, but if used more
butter will be required); the yolks of two eggs; half a tea-
spoonful of salt and a little nutmeg; mix well and roll out
thin; cut them in small round cakes and bake quickly,
They are a delightful addition to the lunch-table, and are
nice hot or cold, ~

STAMMERING, —Advising about the treatment of &' little
tirl who stammners, the New York * Tribune ** says: Teach
et to s||)c:\k slowly, deliberately, and very distinetly, and
take as little notice as possitle of her stammering.  We
know a little girl of nine years who has been so carefull
trained to read with distinctness and precision, that thoug
she stammers somctimes in conversation, she rarely hesitates
in reading. This little girl's father stammered badly in his
boyhood, but cured himself by persistent elocutionary exer.
cise, and in manhood was a Hluent public speaker, with no
trace of the infirmity.  labitual speaking l}r):m full lungs is
said to be a perfect cure of stammeting in grown people,

VARIETY 1N Foopn.—Variety in food is of great impor.
tance. The stomach no less than the mind becomes wearicd
with monotony, and does its work badly. Housekeepers
are apt to fall into a routine as regards the dishes they send
to table, when by the exercisc of some ingenuity they might
vary the style of cooking to a much greater extent, Ifthere
are any delicate members in the family they lose their relish
for food after a while at home, though they can eat hunil‘y
when on a visit.  Too little attention is paid, in the wiiter’s
opinion, to the diet of children in this respect. Whilst con.
sisting always of the most wholesome materials cooked in a
simple manncr, considersble variety may be secured by
widening the list of substances and by making some little
alteration in their preparation,

CATARRH.—Some time ago & correspondent asked us to
give, in this column, a cure for catarrth. It is simply im.

ossible for us to give a remedy which will prove a “*cure”
in all cases. It 1salways safer to consult a physician when
aflected by catarrh rather than try the numerous remedies
offered. A writer in the New York *¢Tribune” uzx this
disease is curable if the sufferer will persist in using the fol-
lowing:—** The remedy is crushed cubeb berries smoked in
a pipe, emitting the smoke through the nose; after a few
trials this will he casy to do. If the nose is stopped up so
that 1t 1s almost smpossible to breathe, one pipeful will make
the head as clear as a bell. For sore throat, asthma and
bronchitis swallowing the smoke eflects immediate relief,
1t is the best remedy in the world for offensive breath, and
will make the most foul breath pure and sweet, Sufferers
from that most horrible disease, ulcerated catarrh, will find
this remedy unequalled, and a month’s use will cure the most
obstinate case, A single tria) will convince any one. Eat.
ing the uncrushed bermes is also good for sore throat and all
bronchial complaints.  After smoking do not ex your.
self to cold air for at least fifteen minutes. The berries are
pcrfcctl}' harmless, and there is no use going to ‘catarsh
doctors’ while you can procure this remedy., They can be
prﬁ_ct,ned at any drug store, and you can crush them your.
sclf.’

PLANTS FrOM CUTTINGS.—In order to0 secure success in
growing plants from cuttings it is important to understand
the soil and culture that each class of plants require. 1
started with a small number of plants, and have increased
the number to a large and beautiful collection, all from cur-
tings, and I will give your readers the benefit of my expen.
ence.  Oleanders, begonias, and ivies of all kinds require
considerable mncisture, and if put in vater will take 100t in
& fcw days. Then transplant them in pots, with rich, sand
soil, and they will grow luxuriantly, The cactus, whic{
produces some of the most beautiful flowers, needs coarse,
sandy soil, with very little moisture. Many varieties derive
their sustenance almost wholly from the air, where no other
class of plants could thrive. Geraniums, salvias, roses, wax
plants, and many other varieties will grow Ly mcrely shad-
ing them until they take root, exposing them to the sun
afterward. To adapt the soil to this variety, rich chip.dirt
and sand is the best, with & sprinkling of ashes. Fuchsias,
which are the admiration of all lovers of the beautiful, are
remarkably tender, and often look wilted for some time after
they are cut. By covering them with tumblers, to exclude
the air, they soon revive, and take root readily in wet sand;
but when cravsplanted keep them quite shady, as they necd
but little sun. In addition to the above, I will give a hint
in relation to goblets, which are 5o often braken, 1If the
bowl is not brofen, they are not only useful in covering cut.
tings, but can be made into pretty hanging baskets, by cro-
cheting & network of bright wool around them and suspend.
ing them with* cords from the window. Fill them with
water, and you may have ivies, trailing vines, mosses, and
begonias blooming in your windows all the time,
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B ASTOR AND 4DEOPLE.

ETIQUETTE vs. POLITENESS.

Etiquette and politeness are related to each other very
much as morality is to religion. Theone is a hollow shell,
affecting the outward behavior as regards society, while the
other can only spring from a heart full of love and kindness
toward all who come within reach.

A man can satisfactorily answer all the demands of society
upon his habits, manners, and general conduct, yet be heart-
less and selfish in the extreme ; but to be really polite, he
must go deeper than the surface ; and even set aside—if
need be—the stern decrees of custom, that others may be
relieved from em})arrassment, and be made to feel at ease.

To be perfect in the rules of etiquette requires a know-
ledge of and association with good society, with time and
opportunity for reading and travel; for etiquette, like
fashion, differs in every land ; but to be polite, such train-
ing is not necessary ; neither luxury nor riches is requisite,
nothing save a kindly heart.

True politeness dictates—among other things—a defer-
ence to &Z opinions of those older than ourselves ; an avoid-
ance of unpleasant subjects of conversation ; or, having
stumbled upon them, an adroit introduction of other topics
in their stead ; a careful consideration for the peculiarities
and personal defects of others, a gentle charity towards
their antipathies and idiosyncrasies, as well as a frank and
prompt acknowledgment of favors shown us.

An act of disinterested kindness is the evidence of real
politeness, more than the strictest devotion to form and
ceremony ; but sometimes we are prevented, through re-
serve or timidity, from carrying out our better impulses.
We do not always know that they will be kindly received.

Many years ago, before the introduction of the English
sparrow, a gentleman and his wife were walking through
one of our city parks, on their way to church, and just be-
fore them were another lady and gentleman, dressed in the
height of fashion. An immense worm swung from the tree,
and crept up the breadths of the lady’s delicate silk dress;
and the couple behind discussed their duty in the matter,
whether or not to let her sweep into her pew and sit down,
unconscious of her proximity to the hateful creature. I
must take it off,” exclaimed the kind-hearted man. “¢ But,”
urged the lady, ‘‘perhaps she will not like it.” ‘It will
ruin her dress,” was the practical reply ; and so, just at the
church door, he stepped forward, removed the worm, and
threw it on the ground. The gentleman (?) who accom-

anied the lady.turned at once, and, instead of thanking

im, drawled out. “‘Sir, anything that this lady requires, 1
am quite competent to do for her myself.” The other
bowed and made no reply ; but the devotee of fashion, with
his lavender gloves and his supercilious smile, appeared to
great disadvantage beside the simple dignity of the kind
service which he could neither understand nor appreciate.
The influence of such a repulse would go far to make one
hesitate to offer again the slightest civility to a stranger.
Sometimes exceedingly rude things are done under the cover
of politeness. Many a scathing rebuke and cutting sarcasm
is uttered in a soft low voice, and, with the sweetest of
smiles, one’s weaknesses are made, without scru le, the sub-
ject of conversation ; one’s most sensitive feelings played
upon, until, though surrounded by politeness and polish, one
is rendered miserable and unhappy.

While it is kind and thoughtful to assist those in difficulty
or embarrassment, it is also in very bad taste to stand by
and gaze stupidly when you can do no good. Better let
them suffer alone than to lay upon them the additional bur-
den of feeling themselves to be objects of impertinent
curiosity.

The standard of true {gliteness, then, is not to be found
in Lord Chesterfield’s Letters, nor in the opinion of the
world, but in those words utteréd more than eightegn hun-
dred years ago, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye would that men should do
to you, do you even so to them.”—Christian Intelligencer.

3

o SUCCESSION.

Apostolic succession is all very well, but we don’t know
where you can get it, pure and simple, except from the New
Testament. Instead of hunting after apostolic succession, or
deducing it from a priord reasomn% we much prefer the
safer, sounder, and more reasonable course of appealing
directly to the' New Testament for our principles, pattern

- and polity, than to, suspend any question as to the correct-
ness of doctrine, the validity of ordination, the administra-
tion of ordinances, or the authority of a Chsistian Church,
on our power to trace back an ecclesiastical succession from
the prasent time, and through all the dark ages, to the apos-
tles, in order to justify our claim to be churches of Christ—
such as were formed and tended by his apostles—and to show
that our ministry, and the ordinances it administers in the
pame of the Lord, are valid, Doubtless some kind of suc-
cession there was; but it is not so apparent that we can lay

much stress'on‘it; for historical documents may be destroyed, -

may be corrupted, or may.fail in explicitness; and therefore
fail to prove ar:ly succession such as is claimed. All, how-
ever, that could be gained by camplete possession of this
knowledge, were it possible, we now have in the most cer-
tain and reliable form in the teaching, testimony, prophecy
and history of the New TcS_tame_nt. There is furnished for
all coming ages a divine delineation of the Church of Christ
as respects doctrine, the spiritual character of its members,
the ordinances they are required to observe, the holiness
they should exhibit, the benevolence they should cultivate,
and the great end they should have in view—the glory of
God—the magnifying of Christ, and the highest good of
ankind. X ’
mIf a body or congregation of people in Euro_pe, Asia,
Africa, or America, or elsewhere, conform in their princi.
les in the ordinances they practice, in their spirit, in the
ife they lead, and the motives that influence and mould their
conduct, to the teaching and requirements of the New Tes.

tament, that congregation may be taken as really in the suc-
cession—and possesses vital and significant marks of its rela-

. tions to Christ and the apostolic church. But suppose that
a congregation or church, without the proper and distinctive
marks, may possibly trace its pedigree through the ages back
to the apostles, of what value, we ask, is such a succession,
though perfect in form and date, *“if lacking the spirit of
Christ, and having therefore no spiritual fellowship with the
apostles, or with the regenerate of any age ?”

To the law and to the testimony of Christ; if hierarchies,
establishment or churches of humbler name and form, speak
not and practise not according to the word of the Lord, they
are not, whatever their profession or pretensions, in the real,
true, spiritual succession that is linked with Christ and shall
continue when earthly relation and tie are forever sundered.
—Christian Visitor,

SORROW ON THE SEA.,

¢ There is sorrow on the sea—it cannot be quiet.”—JER.
xlix. 23.

The following fine poem, written by the late Captain M.
A. S. Hare, of the ‘‘Eurydice,” in a friend’s album some
years ago, will be read with mournful interest:

I stood on the shore of the beautiful sea,

As the billows were roaming wild and free;
Onward they came with unfailing force,

Then backward turned in their restless course;
Ever and ever sounded their roar,

Foaming and dashing against the shore;

Ever and ever they rose and fell,

With heaving and sighing and mighty swell;
And deep seemed calling aloud to deep,

Lest the murmuring waves should drop to sleep.
In summer and winter, by night and by day,
Thro’ cloud and sunshine holding their way;
Oh! when shall the ocean’s troubled breast
Calmly and quietly sink into rest?

Oh? when shall the waves’ wild murmuring cease,
And the mighty waters be hushed to peace?

It cannot be quiet—it cannot rest;

There must be heaving on ocean’s breast;
The tide must ebb, and the tide must flow,
Whilst the changing seasons come and go.
Still from the depths of that hidden store
There are treasures tossed up along the shore:
Tossed by the billows—then seized again—
Carried away by the rushing main.

Oh, strangely glorious and beautiful sea !
Sounding for ever mysteriously,

Why are thy billows still rolling on,

With their wild and sad and musical tone?
Why is there never repose for thee?

Why slumberest thou not, oh mighty sea?

Then the ocean’s voice I seemed to hear,
Mournfully, solemnly—sounding near,

Like a wail sent up from the caves below,
Fraught with dark memories of human woe,
Telling of loved ones buried there, )
Of the dying shriek and the dying prayer;
Telling of hearts still watching in vain

For those who shall never come again;

Of the widow’s groan, the orphan’s cry,
And the mother’s speechless agony.

Oh, no, the ocean can never rest

With such secrets hidden within its breast.
There is sorrow written upon the sea, )
And dark and stormy its waves must be;

It cannot be quiet, it cannot sleep,

The dark, relentless, and stormy deep.

But a day will come, a blessed day,

‘When earthly sorrow shall pass away.

When the hour of anguish shall turn to peace,

And even the roar of the waves shall cease.

Then out from its deepest and darkest bed

0ld Ocean shall render np her dead,

And, freed from the weight of human woes;

Shall quietly sink in her last repose.

No sorrow shall ever be written then

On the depths of the sea or the hearts of men,

But heaven and earth renewed shall shine,

Still clothed in glory and light divine.

Then where shall the billows of ocean be?

Gone! for in heaven shall be “no more sea!” |
"Tis a bright aud beautiful thing of earth,

That cannot share in the soul’s ‘‘new birth;”

'Tis a life of murmur and tossing and spray,

And at resting-time it must pass away. !

But, oh! thou glorious and beautiful sea,
There is health and joy and blessing in thee:
Solemnly, sweetly, I hear thy voice,

Bidding me weep and yet rejoice—

Weep for the loved ones buried beneath,
Rejoice in Him who has conquered death;
Weep for the sorrowing and tempest-tossed,
Rejoice in Him who has saved the lost;
Weep for the sin, the sorrow, and strife,
And rejoice in the hope of eternal life.

A DEATH BED SERMOM.

Rev. Dr. Tudor recently announced in Centenary Church,
St. Louis, Luke xii. 20, as containing the text of his dis-
course, byt before proceeding further he read the following
clipped from a New York paper: . .

‘A gentlemen died last week, at his residence in one of
our up town fashionable streets, leaving $11,000,000. He
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, in excellent
standing; a ood husband and father, and a thriving citizen.
On his death bed, lingering long, he suffered with great
agony of mind and gave continual expression to his remorse,

at what his conscience told him had been an ill-spent life,
‘Oh!’ he exclaimed, as his weeping friends and relations
gathered about his bed, ‘Oh! if I could only live my years
over again. Oh! if I could only be spared for a few years,
I would give all the wealth I have amassed in a lifetime.
It is a life devoted to money-getting that I regret. Tt is this
which weighs me down, and makes me despair of the life
hereafter!  You have never reproved my avaricious spirit,’
he said to the minister. *You call it a wise economy and
forethought, but my riches have been only a snare for my
soul ! I would give all I possess to have a hope for my poor
soul!” In this state of mind, refusing to be consoled, this
poor rich man bewailed a life devoted to the mere acquisi-
tion of riches. Many came away from his bedside impressed
with the uselessness of such an existence as the wealthy
man had spent, adding house to house, and dollar to dol-
lar, until he became a millionaire. All knew him to be a
professing Christian and a good man, as the world goes, but
the terror and remorse of his death bed administered a lesson
not to be dismissed from memory. He would have given-
all of his wealth for a single hope of heaven.”

THE NOBLENESS OF PRAYER.

It is in prayer especially that we cease to live, as it were,
in a single faculty, or on the surface of our being: it is in
prayer that we cease to regard ourselves as animal forms, or
as social powers, or as family characters and look hard, for
the time being, at ourselves, as being what we really are; °
that is to say, as immortal spirits, outwardly draped in
social forms and proprieties, and linked to a body of flesh
and blood, but in our felt spiritual solitude looking steadily
upwards at the face of God, and straining our eyes onwards
towards the great eternity which lies before us.

Prayer is then so noble, because-it is the work of man as
man; of man realizing his being and destiny with a vividness
which is necessary to him in no other occupation. But
what shall we say of it, when we reflect futther that in
prayer man holds converse with God: that the Being of
Beings, with all His majestic attributes, filling and trans-
cending the created universe, traversing human history,
traversing each man’s own individual history, is before him;
that although man is dust and ashes, he is, by prayer, al-
ready welcomed into the very courts of heaven? It is not
necessary to dwell on this topic. Whatever be the daily
occupations of any in this Church, be he a worker with the
hands or a worker with the brain, be he gentle or simple, be
he unlettered or uneducated, be he high in the state or
among the millions at its base, is it not certain that the
aobleness of his highest forms of labor must fall infinitely
below that of any single human spirit entering consciously
into converse with the Infinite and Eternal God.

BUSINESS MORALITY.

Religion bids men be honest, not because honesty is"the
best policy merely; be truthful, not because lying is unmanly
only; be temperate, not because intemperate habits weaken
the intellect and impair the vital energy, and, in short, put
you outside the pale of society; but be all these from one
supreme, absorbing motive, the fear you have of offending a
loving God. It will be the thought of God and of Christ
which will alone make us true to man. Our religion will
not be of that kind which displays deep emotion in the
words of our lips, and then goes out to drive very hard bar-
gains, if not to steal. And what do some men mean by
this business morality? Surely not that God allows and
winks at some recognized code of signals by which, if one
man can over-reach another, it is all fair play. Are the
strict commandments of God to be admitted in” the church,
and an expurgated and revised edition hung up in the count-
ing-house? Of many business transactions it may be said:
““Everybody does it;” but the Christian man will say: “So
do not I, because of the fear ot God.” And -so, too, will this

owerful motive, the fear of God, purify into a bright,

onest, cheerful single-mindedness and considerate kindness,
the reciprocal duties of employer and employed. | The ser.
vant will not reason, ‘‘My Lord delayeth his coming: I may
do this trifling piece of commission, and no human eye will
detect me.”  The landlord will not hardly press his tenant
though long abcepted precedents still ﬂourishing aroun(i
him may invite his imitation. The workman will not
‘“‘scamp” his work, or waste the time of his employer.
Why? “‘Because of the fear of God.”—Sunday at Home,

The quality of Christ’s kingdom is to be a_growing king.
dom; though the original thereof be but like a grain of
mustard seed, or like Elijah’s cloud, to a human view des.
picable, and-almost below the probabilities of subsistence—.
the object rathe: of derision than of terror to the world; yet
it groweth into a wideness, which maketh it as catholi¢ ag
the world. Therefore the prophets express Christ and Hig
kingdom by the name of a branch which groweth up for a
standard and ensign of the people—a branch which grows
but never withers. It hath no principle of death in itself:
and though it be, for a while, subject to the assaults of ad.
versaries, and _forelgn violence, yet that serves only to try it,
and to settle it, but not to weaken or overturn it. The
gates of hell, all the powers, policies, and laws of darkness,
shall never prevail against the Church of Christ. He hath
bruised, and judged, and trodden down Satan under our feet:
“ﬂe hath overcome the world;) ‘He hath subdued ini-
quity; He hath turned persecutions into seminaries and re. °
surrections of the Church; He hath turned afflictions into
matter of glory and of rejoicing; so that in all the violence
which the Church can suffer, it doth more than conquer be-
cause it conquers not by repelling, but by suffering, * Chyrist
is a great Lord; hath much more business than all the time
or strength of his servants can bring about. He requireth
the obedience of every thought of the heart; grace, and edi-
fication, and profit, in all the words that proceed vut of our
mouth; a respect unto the glory of God, in whatsoever works
we go about; the whole soul, body, and spirit should be
sanctified throughout, and that even to the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.—2Bishop Reynolds,
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SCIENCE AND RELIGIOWN.

T HE memorable mecting of the British

Association at Belfast, in the summer

of 1874, when Dr. Tyndall took advantage of

his position as President to give a world-wide

exposition of his matenahistic views, has been

more than parallcled i interest, by the fifticth

conference of the * German Asseciation of

Naturalists and Physicians,” which was held

at Munich, last September.  On no other

occasion has there been a more august assem-

blage of scientists, than at this jubilee meet-

ing. At the first two sittings, papers were

read by Professors Naegeltand Hoeckel in favor

of the doctrine of cvolution 1w its most ex-

treme form. It was contended by both, not
only, that the proviuce of mind extended
wrom anmals to plants, but that in our con-
ception of the nature of mental operations, it
behoved us to pass over from the organic to
the inorganic world. So urgent was Dr.
H:eckel in his advocacy of these views, as to

propose their immediate introduction into the
system of common school instruction. *Itis
a question,” hc said, “for the cducators,
whether the theory of evolution should be at
once laid down as the basis of instruction,
and the protoplastic soul be assumed as the
foundation of all ideas concerning spiritual
being.” It is not to be wondered at, that the
outspoken confidence with which these senti-
ments were uttered, should have created much
excitement not only within the Conference
but througtiout Germany. They were not,
however allowed to pass unchallenged. At
the third sitting, Professor Virchow, whose
name during the last thirty years has been
intimately linked with the progress of physio-
logical discovery, and who is universally
acknowledged among scientists as one of the
first authorities in cvery department of an-
thropology, while he holds distinguished rank
as a publicist and statesman, delivered an
address in which he very earnestly protested
again .t the spirit of dogmatism, manifested
in their conference and prevalent in scientific
circliecs. The opportuncness of this protcst,
when so many men of science, fascinated by

the splendid results of their investigations,
have been led to overstep the limits of know-
ledge possible by their experimental methods,
and to press their speculations on the public,
as if they were established truths, will be
generally admitted, cspecially by those in-
terested in Christian apologetics, It was the
protest of a scientific Luther against the
crrors of his brethren. It was rather, the
warning of a father, concerned for the dignity
of the family, but vexed with the vagaries of
his children. It was all the more valuable,
as being the protest of one, who had as little
predilection in favor of religious dogma as
any of those present, and who could say that
he was quite ready to receive the very boldest
of the petted theories, even the doctrine of
spontiancous generation, when he could find
evidence to substantiate its truth,  There can
be litt.e doubt, that a position of historical
importance awaits this discourse of Dr. Vir-
chow. The attention of the Butish public
was first called to it by the Prussian corres-
pondent of the “London Times” It has
since been transiated into Lnghsh, A review
of this translation has appeared i one of the
British Quarterhies. And passing reference
in scveral leading journals, indicate the begin-
ning recognition of its value,  No apology is
needed for submitting the following brief out-
line to our readers;

Pr. Vitchow began by congratulating his brethren on the
ficvdui Uiy now anpyal A men ol saanes The tiest
wmectings of thar conference were held in seeret session, and
they did not dare to publish the names of the Austsian delde-
gates. But the adhiesses of s, Nagel and Hochel, o
which they had histened at the previous siltings, were ample
rlnﬂ! that they had now all the treedom they conld desne,

I dupacaated, hawaveg, the abuse of this dibesty.  He was
not opposed to speculatiun on the lasis of science.  “The
sclenptiic amagmation had opened the way to the most
splendul discoveries. Butit was to be remembered, that
hike the discovery of Ametica by Columbus, when he was
seehing a path to the Indies, the results obtained were fre.
gaently quite hfferent from those anticipated. Tt was very
npattant, accordingly, that they should note accurately the
une ot demarcauen, between the speculative provinee of
seanice, anld the danain which she has actually won and
fully scttled; and that in their communications to the pullic
they should planly mark thas distinetion,  No one could
be more anvious than he was, that the public wind should
be saturated with scientific knowledge. ~ ** Every new frag-
ment of knowledge,” he says, **worhs within nen, begets
new ideas, and new trains of thought.”  “The material pro-
gress of the age is thus stimulated. ™ Even mental philosophy
1 cunstruned to achnowledge her andebtedness to physio-
Ingical research, We are thus enabled to discriminate more
precisely, that part of ous being which is purely mental from
that which s puedy physial.  On the ul!:cl hand howeses,
if speculations and theories were palined off under the guise
of scientific truth, the danger was great of science being
Livught anto cuntag, and ts propes miluence senvusly
injured.  In an especial manner, it was folly to talk of
introducing thar srcculalions into the schools for the people,
Young minds would nut pause un the discriminating lines
that might be drawn.  *“What we know and what we only
suppose, blend themselves, as a general rule, so completely
intv a single picture, that what is supposed appears to be the
principal thing, and what is known scems the accessory.”

** In respect to the cvolution theory: it could not have
escaped noticed, and it was worthy of the most serious con.
sideration, that Socialism had established close and sympa.
thetic relations with it.  But notwithstanding this ominous
confederacy, if we were convinced, that the cvolution theo
was a doctrine perfectly cstablished, *‘from that moment,”
lic says, ¢ we could not dare to feel any scruple about intro-
Jucing it into our actual life, so as not only to communicate
it to every educated man, but to impart it to every child, to
make 1t the foundation of our whole ideas of the world, of
society, and the State, and to base on it our whole system
of education, But m reference to this theory, what are the
facts 2 Dr. Virchow maintains: 1. Thelast shred of evidence
which the doctrine of spontaneous generation seemed to have
in its favor, penshed with the exposure of the true nature of
the nuw wcll known Bathylaas. 2. It wasa mere phantasy
. for any one to characterize movements, in the I¢ wer forms
of life, or in the norgame world, as having the nature of
mental uperations. 3. There was no reliable evidence in
support of the opinion that man existed in the tertiary period.
4. The Darwiman theory of the ongin of man 15 as yet a
mere hypothesis, on which the prugress of investigation, in-
stead of confinning it, has lcndc(’i rather to cast doubt,
“The old trogledytes, pile-villagers, and bog-people prove
to be quite a respectable society.  They have heads so large
that many a living person would be only too happy to pos-
sesssuch, Qur .Fgrench neighbors indeed, have wamc«f us
against inferring too much from these big heads. . ., .
In spite of the size of the brain, their nerve-substance may
have remained at a lower stage of devclopment. Tlus,

-

however, is but the sort of familias talk which is brought in
as a kind of prop to weak minds, On the whole, we must
m\ll{ acknowledge, that there is a complete absence of any
foustl type of a lower stage in the development of man."

In the preface to the English translation of
this address, written by Dr. Virchow, he ob-
scrves, that with few cxceptions, his protest
has met with cordial assent from German
naturalists. It is a salutary lesson to theolo-
gians, not to be too hasty in makiag conces-
sions to sceptical opponents.

= —

PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLIES.

URING the past fortnight General As-
scmblics have been held in various
parts of the world. The Churches of Austra-
lia and New Zealand have had their annual
gatherings, In England, Ircland, and Scot-
land, the Asscmblies have cither just risen or
ave now in full blast. Scotland has without
doubt been during these weeks in a state of
ferment, and we look forward with keen.
interest to the perusal of the debate in the
IFree Church General Assembly on the famous
Professor Smith case.  The General Assem-
blyofthe United Presbyterian Church of Ameri-
ca, of the Presbyterian Church (South), and
vartous Synods, such as thatof the Reformed
Church of the United States, have met and
transacted their business,  The Assembly of
our own Church will soon convene in the
ncighboring city of Hamilton. It is causeof
rejoicing that there is nothing but peace
within the borders of the Presbyterian Church
in Canada. Therc is no fama clamosa on
hand this year, and we anticipate an Assem-
bly that will accomplish much work in further
consolidating the Union, in adopting a book
of polity, and in promoting the cause of
Christ both at home and abroad.

Meanwhile there are some things to which
we wish to refer in connexion with the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Presbyterian Church
(North) of the United States.

The very unusual event took p'ace of the
Moderator of the last Assembly not being
able to be present and to preach the opening
sermon.  Distance had something to do with
this, as it devolved upon the Rev. Dr, Eels of
San Francisco, Cal, as Moderator to open
the present Assembly and to preside until
relieved by the appointment of his successor.
In the absence of Dr. Ecls, the Rev. Profes-
sor Morris, of Lanc Scminary, the last
Moderator, prcached a sermon distinguished
by its cloquence and ability, after which
the Assembly by an almost two-thirds vote
clected as Moderator, the Rev. Professor
Patton, D.D., of the Chicago Theological
Seminary. The new Moderator of this
great Church deserves some notice at our
hands. :

Professor Patton was born in Bermuda
Islands in January, 1843, and is therefore only
thirty-five ycars of age. He waseducated in
Toronto University, and if we mistake not
reccived part of his theological training in
Knox College. At all events, he spent some
of his vacations in missionary work in the
district superintended by the Rev. Mr. Gray
of Orillia. Owing doubtless to these early
associations, and also to his superior advan-
tages as a student at Princeton, he laid the
foundations of that learning which has already
brought him to the front rank as a scholar
and theologian. The carcer of Professor
Patton is an instructive one, and we give it
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for the bencefit of our students who arc pre-
paring for the ministry.

This clergyman was ordained in June, 1805,
to the pastorate of the Eighty-fourth Strect
Presbyterian Church in New York, He
labored faithfully in the composition of scr-
mons. In 1867, he was called to Nyack on
the river Hudson, and continucd there for
four ycars. Being very intimate with the
writer, who was much engaged at that time
in writing for the press, Mr. Patton asked
him what he should do in order to become a
contributor to the religious papers. The
advice was prompt!y given to purchase “Lid-
don's Bampton Lectures,” and send a review
to the Philadelphia “Presbyterian”  This
was donc, and it was not long till articles
upon a varicty of philosophical and theologi-
cal subjects were published with the name of
the Rev. Francis L. Patton, M.A, in the
New York “Observer,” and * Evangelist,” in
the Philadelphia “Presbyterian,” and in the
Chicago * Intcrior.” In consequence of his
great prcaching talent and his fame as a
writer, Mr. Patton was called in 1871 to the
pastorate of the South Church, Brooklyn.
He only remained nine months in this pesi-
tion, and left it to become one of the profe:-
sors of the North-West Seminary in Chicago.
Though so young, he had by this time become
known as a rising divine. During the first
few years of his professorship, he acted as
cditor-in-chief of the “Interior” Latterly
however he gave up this position to become
pastor of the Jefferson Park Presbyterian
Church, Chicago; so that Dr. Patton is now
a pluralist. But that he is so to some pur-
pose, is evident from his great success as a
professor and preacher, and this being ac-
knowledged by his election to the highest
honor which his Church can confer.  Profes-
sor Patton was thce youthful David in the
famous trial for heresy of the Goliath Profes-
sor Swing. Armed with five bright shining
pebbles from the Gospel brook, or the five
Calvinistic points, it is needless to say that
the Goliath had more than his match in the
young professor. Besides being a writer for
the Princeton “Review,” Dr. Patton contri-
butes to the January’ number of the “DBritish
and Forcign Review” an article of great
power and scholarly acumen upon the vexed
question of the endlessness of future punish-
ment. He also took a prominent part in the
Pan-Presbyterian Council held last year in
Edinburgh. .._—_

THE TEMPORALITIES BOARD AND
THE ANTI.-UNIONISTS.

HE small party of anti-unionists, having,

as our readers are aware, been foiled

in their attempt to obtain possession of thc
funds of the Temporalitics Board, by means
of an act of Parliament of the Dominion,
have again, after already being defeated there,
resorted to the Courts of Quebec, an av partc
injunction, returnable into court on the 4th
of July, having been obtained on the 14th
instant. The Petition asks to have the pre-
sent' members of the Board declared to be
acting beyond their powers; that they be
restrained from acting as such and removed
from the Board; and that the fund alleged to
be $463,371 be declared a fund for the bene-
fit of ministers and missionarics, who retain
their connection with the Presbyterian Church

of Canada in conncction with the Church of ' knowledge of God’s Word have to be some-

Scotland, and who have not ceased to be
ministers thercof. It further alleges, that
Dr. Cook, Dr. Muir, and Dr. Bell have ceased
to be members of that Church, and arc not
entitled to any share of the said fund, and
that thrce others arc in like position, It
further asks that the Board be ordered not to
pay these persons or any others any sum from
the fund, The petition alleges, that the
Board were about to issuc the cheques to
ministers for their “pretended  allvivances,”
about the first of Junc, and onc object was to
prevent these being paid.  We think thatthe
time chosen for this movement shows a bitter
and most unfecling spirit.  The ministers of
our Church are not gencerally over-burdened
with this world’s wealth, and to many a
family, the withholding, cven for a time, of
the half-ycarly allowance, will be felt with
severity,  Yet the blow has been dealt to
them, and those who dealt it deserve no sym-
pathy. Concede that they deem they are in
assertion of a right, yet there would be
ample time to discuss that after the first of
July had clapsed, and the recollection of old
associations should have caused the anti-
unionists to pausc before adopting so crucel a
step.  We are glad, however, to believe that
the injunction will speedily be removed,  We
notice by telegrams to the daily papers that
the attorney for the Board, Mr. J L. Morris,
of Montreal, at once moved to have the pro-
ceedings returned into Court forthwith, with-
out waiting till the 4th of July, which was
granted, and we have information to the effect
that a preliminary defence, to the form of
the action has been entered, which there is
every reason to believe will result in its dis-
missal.  Should the merits ever be reached,
there is every reason to believe that the val-
idity of the acts of Ontario and Quebec
amending the act of Incorporation, and under
which its members now act, will be maintain-
cd, as in other respects that of Ontario has
been both in the Courts of law and cquity,
and that the cfforts of the seven or cight anti-
Union ministers, to grasp the control of this
noble endowment, will be defeated. It is
truc that the act iz question consecrated theis
personal annuitics, but nothing less than the
possession of the $463,371 will, it scems,
satisfy them. 'We have no doubt of their fail-
ure, however, in their design. Meanwhile it
is probable that at the approaching General
Assembly, a Committee of that body will be
appointed to give encouragement and coun-
tenance to the members of the Temporalities
Board who are subjccted to a difficult and
troublesome contest by the course of their op-
ponents,

BIBLE READINGS.

HAT our age wants is a more general
and a more thorough study of the
Bible, a studythat is undertaken with a thirst
for wisdom and knowledge, and carried on
under the influences of the Spirit of Truth.
Such a study would be the decath-blow to
priestly pretensions and superstitions, and to
the, vagarics and absurdities of infidelity.
The clergy are expected to be the leaders
in supplying this want. The people look up
to them as the preachers of the gospel and
the expounders of the Bible. Our present
appliances to give the people a sufficient

I
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what modificd. The pulpit and Bible classes

supply the want only to a certain extent.

We find that sermons, in our days, have be-
comce cssays on some detached text, which
do not cnrich the people with real Bible
knowledge, and pulpit-oratory has, in many
cases degenerated into a vain display of clo-
quence or human speculations.  Qur popular
preachers cither set forth their own crude
philosophizings and pcculiar notions, or they
seck to flatter the popular car by harangues
on current topics. The Bible text is mercly
a customary prefix.—And our Bible.classes
arc mostly attended by the young, and are
not carried on in such a mawner as to create
in the mind a living intcrest in the great
truths of God’s revealed Word.

We think that Bible Readings for the peo-
ple would greatly tend to spread and increase
sound Bible knowledge. These readings
may be carried on with different methods, all
more or less practical and poud,  We make
the following suggestions :—

They should be adapted to all, both young
andold. Hence they should be diffcrent from
the usual Bible-classes, in which questions and
answersform theprincipal ingredients, Adults
do not like to have questions put to them,
and they shrink from answering.

In a coursc of Bible Readings let a contin-
neus portion of Scripture be read and cx-
plained, as for instance, a whole Epistle, or a
whole Gospel, or a whole book of the Old
Testament.

Let the meeting be opened with a suitable
hymn and with prayer.  Then let the minis-
ter read that portion of Scripture which he
intends to explain.  This explanation may
consist cither in a running commentary, or in
ashort and plain lecture.  After this, any one
in the congregation may ask questions, which
the minister or any one of those present may
answer. Thus a very interesting intercourse
and exchange of ideas will often take place,
which will greatly contribute to mutual in-
struction. Let the truth be treated with
reverence, and let all act as men and women
who arc anxious to give a reason of the hope
that is within them, and to becomie wiser unto
salvation.

These readings require a carcful preparation
on the part of the clergyman who conducts
them ; otherwise the interest will not be sus-
tained. The people should be made to feel
that they reap substantial benefit from them,
—Evangelical Churchman,

RATHER a hard hit is given to the ritualistic Epis-
copal parish church and its offshoot at Chisclhurst,
England, by the handbill to be seen on the outside of
the Roman Catholic chapel in the same town, on
which is this sentence, “It is necessary to state that
this is the only Roman Catholic Church in Chisel-
hurst.”

THIRTY-SEVEN years ago, dicre were oniy three
native Chnstians i all Chiaa, 1in conncctior with
Protestant missions. Now, there are at least «welve
orthirteen thousand. A larger pruportion have .. pplicd
for baptism during the past year than in any previous
i;c_aar, and the candidates have been generally of a

igher type of character.

‘THE Rajah of Pooree, in India, who is entitied by
hereditary right to have charge of the Temple of Jug-
gernaut, and is regarded as the Incarnation of Vishnu,
and before whom, as he appears in public, the Oorvia
pcollale prostrate themsclves and pay divine honos,
not long since put to death a man who was accusel
of working incantations against him, and he has jus:
been tried himself and convicted of murder and ser-
tenced to transportation for life.
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Anthony’s heart burned within him as he followed the
slaves through the hot streets, and saw them urged on by
the lash when they paused a moment under the weight of
his heavy luggage, as the carried it to the hotel. He panted
to be at work in doing what one man might accomplish in
resisting so infamm.xs a system; but he knew that it would
probably be some little time before he would have acquired
sufficient information as to the existing state of the cruel
traffic, to enable him to begin any active work in connection
with it. The treaty forced by England upon the Sultan of
Zanzibar had been concluded since Anthony had last been
in the island, and he was quite ignorant, as yet, of its results,
which could only be ascertained in the country itself. How-
ever, he knew that his first duty must be to turn his atten-
tion to the formidable Miss Vera Saxby, and when he had
had a bath and his breakfast, he attired himself in the white
linen habiliments which alone can make existence in the
stifling climate of Africa endurable to thé gentlemen whom
we are accustomed to see in respectable broadcloth and black
hats. Thus equipped, he started in quest ot Captain Saxhy's
self-willed daughter, and after having received numerous
directions and misdirections as to the position of her house
from the Europeans whom he questioned, he found himself
at last approaching a long, low building on the outskirts of
the town, which he was assured was the *‘slave’s asylum ”
established by Miss Saxby. A wide verandah ran round the
whole of the house, so as to afford a shelter, open to the air,
from the scorching rays of the sun, and a group of mangrove
trees, at a little distance from it, gave rest to the eye from
the glare of the walls and ground; but on reaching this little
forest he perceived that it stood, as those trees always do, in
a swamp, which made him doubt much whether his old
friend’s daughter was as wise as she was independent, in
having chosen a locality for her ‘‘ Home’ which could
scarcely be healthy.

Anthony went on through a little wicket gate which led
into a garden that had evidently been cultivated with great
care, although the rank vegetation of the cactus and other
native plants had very speedily choked the English flowers
which some unpractised hand had planted among them. All
the windows of the house were standing open, and seemed
to be used as doors, so it was rather difficult to decide which
represented the principal entrance.

Anthony stood looking round for some one to guide him,
and presently perceived two little black boys busily engaged
in washing vegetables at a fountain which stood on one side
of the building, He went towards them, but as he did not
know a word of the language he could only show them by
signs that he wished to find his way into Miss Saxby’s pre-
sence. They pointed in the direction of the back of the house,
where there was most shade at that time of the day, and he
went towards it. As he turned the corner, he heard a low-
toned pleasant voice reading aloud, apparently in the soft
Swaheli tongue, and, raising his eyes, he was witness to a
scene which held him fixed to the spot by the strong inter-
est with which it inspired him.

A number of young African girls and children were seated
in a circle on the matting which covered the stone floor of
the verandah, and their dark faces and keen black eyes were
all turned upon a young English lady, who sat in their midst
reading to them from a Testament translated into Swaheli,
which she held upon her knees.

She was slender and well-proportioned, of medium height,
and with a graceful, firmly-knit figure, which looked as if
she must be capable of great activity. She wore a grey
dress, touched up here and there with dainty pink ribbons,
which contrasted well with the rich brown of the smooth
hair that was simply folded round her shapely head. With-
out being possessed of anything like remarkable beauty, her
face was one of the pleasantest to look upon that could well
be imagined. She had delicate features, and a clear com-
plexion, with dark grey eyes that were full of animation and
feeling; but her chief attraction was the expression of invin-
cible good humor, which sent a bright smile to her lips when
the children interrupted her with troublesome questions, and
made her eyes often dance with merriment at the absurd
grimaces to which they treated her. She had small white
hands, which she often laid on the woolly black heads round
her in order to recall their attention; and her manner to a
very unruly set of little savages was so kind and gentle, that
Anthony watched her for some time with very great satisfac-
tion and approval, :

This gentle, merry-looking girl was so perfectly unlike the
idea he had formed to himself of the formidable Miss Saxby,
that it never occurred to him that it was she and none other
on whom he was gazing; the mere fact that she was so per-
fectly feminine and unassumming in appearance made it
simply impossible for him to suppose she could be the master-
ful, arrogant person he had pictured to himself. Quietly
assurhing that this bright-faced girl must be a young pupil-
teacher she had got from the missionaries to help her in her
work, Anthony made his way towards her, and, doffing the
flapping straw hat which covered his dark hair, he asked if
Miss Saxby were at home.

The young lady looked round, quickly scanned Anthony’s
appearance for a moment with her smiling eyes, and then
starting up, she broke through the cu'(ge of little black chil-
dren, and took him frankly by the han

“I am sure you are Mr. Beresford, my father’s cousin,
from England. "Oh dear! how glad I am to see you!”

““You do not mean to say that you are Vera Saxby!” he
exclaimed, in utter surprise.

“I am that identical individual; why should I not be'?”

‘It is impossible!” he exclaimed. ) .

¢ Perhaps you know better than I do,” she said, laughing
merrily; ¢‘ my father always told me you were very wise,
which'is far from being the case with myself, still I think

this is a point on which I may be allowed to have an
opinion.”

‘‘No doubt,” said Anthony, laughing; ‘‘but is it really
your opinion that you are my cousin Vera, because I can
hardly believe it 2’

““Well, I think so, unless you have any proof te the con-
trary,” she said, her eyes sparkling with amusement; “‘do
tell me what you expected to see, since you are so surprised ?”’

‘¢ Something much more like a dragon, with claws and
scales, than what I find you to be.”

‘“ Please to explain,” she said, *“ what is the truth hidden
under that figure of speech ?”

He looked into the honest eyes that seemed to ask a
straightforward answer, and gave it. *‘Simply this—I did
not think that the determined, independent Miss Saxby,
who came out all alone to fight the slave-traders here, would
have proved to be a gentle-looking girl like yourself.”

‘“ You thought I must be very arrogant and bold to have
done it,” she said, coloring vividly, “and T have begun to
think so myself of late, I can assure you, but it was a little
your own fault, cousin Anthony; your letters first filled my
whole soul with compassion for the slaves, and then the
longing to do what I could to help them took such possession
of me that I could not resist it.  You know you did say in
those letters that you wished somne waman would come out
to take care of the poor slave children,” she added, looking
up with a timid deprecating expression into his face.

““Yes, I did, and I am thankful you are here,” he said,
heartily, ‘Do not mistake me, I think it the most noble
work to which any woman could devote herself. I only
doubted the wisdom of your starting it quite alone,”

‘‘ And it was not wise; at least I have found jmany diffi-
culties which are very embarrassing. I have been hoping
you would give me your advice and help, cousin Anthony,”
she said, almost humbly.

‘“And so I will to the very best of my power,” he answered.
‘1 promised your father the very last day I spent in England
that I would do all I could to take care of you till he should
come himself.”

““You have seen him lately, then!” she exclaimed; ¢‘oh,
tell me how he was looking, and all that he said to you; it
seems so long since I have seen him-—one whole year! But
I must not keep you standing here; will you come and sit
down in my own little room ?—it is cool there,” and she led
the way through a large school-room, where a number of
other little Africans were amusing themselves, to a small
apartment surrounded on all sides by open windows, where
a table with a writing-desk on it and two or three chairs
formed the sole furniture.

““This is my own den,” she said, ““do sit down,” and as
he did so, and took from his pocket various packets he had
brought for her, she clapped her hands in glee.

‘¢ Are those letters from home for me?”” she said. ¢ Oh,
how delightful! but I shall keep them for the evening, when
I am alone. I want to hear all you can tell me now,” As
she spoke a slight noise at the open door made them both
look round, to see one of the young slave-girls leaning
against the door-post, with her dark eyes fixed on Vera with
a look of wistful affection.

“Oh, my poor Maimouna,” said Vera, and rising she
went to the girl, and spoke to her for a few minutes in the
soft sounding Swaheli, gently drawing her back into the
outer room, and presently the slave stooped, and kissed
Vera’s hand, then quietly went away.

‘¢ That poor child cannot be happy if I am out of hersight,
because she thinks she is only safe with me,” said Vera, as
she came back, and sat down opposite to Anthony, ‘¢She
ran away from a master who was fearfully cruel to her,” and
Vera shuddered as she spoke.

¢ Is that the {rl you fought for with a slave-dealer?” said
Anthony, with the malicious purpose of bringing the bright
blush back to her face, in which he succeeded perfectly.

It was with crimson cheeks that she answeretE ““You have
heard that story, then? VYes, that is the girl. It was a
dreadful scene, and I cannot think of it all without horror.
But, oh, cousin Anshony, this is just one of the cases in
which I did so require some help and advice, and I had no
one to give it to me. Will you tell me whether you think I
did right or wrong? You know I managed to keep her safe
in here the first night, but not without great danger to all
of us, and indeed at the risk of having the house burnt down
and ourselves in it; but next day she would have been torn
from me, and I could not have saved her from being beaten
to death, if I had not paid the price at which the man valued
her. I had a strong feeling that, as a matter of principle, it
is utterly wrong to buy a slave, but it seemed to me that in
this case I had no alternative. I could not let her die under
the lash,” and Vera’s eyes filled with tears. *‘I thought 1
might look upon it simply as her ransom. Do you think I
was wrong? Many Europeans have blamed me, and said I
was encouraging that horrible trade, which I would give my
life to resist if I could!”

““You were perfectly right,” said Anthony, warmly; *of
course I agree in the principle of not buying a slave under
any circumstances, when it can be helped, but there is no
rule without exceptions, and this was clearly one. No doubt
you have taken legal measures to give her her freedom now.”

¢1 should think sol” exclaimed Vera; ‘I would not
have kept her here a day longer than I could help as a slave.
All those children are free now; but what are they to the
numbers I hoped to have had safe in this Home!” And she
sighed heavily,

(To be continued.) -

COFFEE ROOMS FOR THE WORKING CLASSES.

An interesting and numerously attended Meeting, for the
purpose of hearing an address from Lady Hope of Carriden,
authoress of ¢ Our Coffee-room,” was held on the evening
of 25th April, in the Tennis Court, Castle Wemyss.

The Earl of Shaftesbury presided, and was received with
applause. He said it was his duty, and it wasalso to hima
very great satisfaction to have the honour of introducing to
them a lady who had come from a distance for the purpose

of giving them the benefit of her experience and the aid of

her counsel on one of the many methods now on foot for the
purpose of improving the condition of the working-classes,
and meeting one of the very great evils that afflict this land.
That lady had been Wellrinown under the name of Miss
Cotton. She was the daughter of Sir Arthur Cotton, a
most eminent engineer, and, he was proud to say, adearand
esteemed friend of his own. That lady had since become a
Scotchwoman, having accepted the hand of a most distin-
guished naval officer, Admiral Sir James Hope. What she
had, by the blessing of God, done in her own country, she
was desirous of doing in the country of her adoption. She
had established at Dorking a large coffee-room for the pur-
pose of weaning the working-classes from habits of intoxica-
tion, while raising them to a higher level of life, elevating
their thoughts, giving them the means of shunning the
public-house, and promoting their temporal and eternal
welfare. Her experience would be of great importance to
them here, and they would be glad to hear from her own
lips how she began and carried on the work and how emi-
nently successful she had been, They had heard of coffee-
rooms and cocoa-rooms, and- there was perhaps some slight
difference in the characteristics of Scotchmen which made
them more difficult to deal with than Englishmen, but the
principle was the same, the evil was the same, and, to some
extent, the remedy was the same, and what was good and
beneficial in Engiand might be beneficial in the kingdom of
Scotland.

Lady Hope then rose and was greeted with cordial cheers,
She began by remarking on the interest which more or less
was manifested in philanthropic movements, and that while
various modes of doing good were attempted, there was
more or less a desire to do good and be the means of com-
municating that good to others.  But while this feeling ex-
isted there were many temptations that kept people back
from indulging it, or permitting it to be carried out into
active effort, as the fear of what others might say if they
tried the very plan that they thought was best. There were
so many phases of Christian work,—such as classes and cot-
tage readings, and other means of introducing the Saviour
to the sinner, that it seemed almost selfish, she was going to
say—it seemed wrong that one should take up a particular
branch of work and speak of it. There was a beautiful
verse—the 6th in the fourth Psalm, which contained a ques-
tion and an answer she wanted to see practically carried out
—¢There be many that say, Who will show us any good ?
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance uponus.” That
question was being echoed throughout the length and breadth
of the land, and was heard among every grade of society in
the pleasure-seeking everywhere manifest, in the rushing to
theatres, the crowding of music halls, and in Sabbath-day
excursions. Some true, satisfying pleasure was what all
wanted, and David, the Shepherd King, found the answer,
which he showed to others—‘‘ Lord, lift Thou up the light
of Thy countenance upon us.” When first she used to
go among the poor people at Dorking, having about fifty
families in the district which she visited, each of whom had
their cottage, with its little garden in front, she found that
what might be comparatively happy homes were not so, for
a large proportion of the wages which the men earned were
spent in the public-house, and the people, in several in-
stances, had a poverty-stricken ap) ce; and even when
she came to respectable dwellings she found there was no
love for the house of God, and no regard for the Scriptures,
while the men spent their whole evenings in the public-house.
Her business was to collect money for a clothes clpb, but as
she went round she found that more than the savings of their
pennies were needed.  The difficulty, however, was to get
to the people. She began with the boys, and then with the
women, and for nearly two years went up and down the
district. . She pleasingly narrated how she came afterwards
to labour among the men, describing how a great navvy had
expressed a wish to see her, and at-the close of the boys’
class, wanted her to bring those of his order together and
have some hymns and a meeting. She said it wasnot right
for women to speak to men, but he reminded her, among
other instances recorded in the Bible, of how the woman of
Samaria spoke to the men of the city. The man wished to
know how to be saved, and she agreed, if he would come
and see her, to read him some verses out of the Bible. Next
Sunday he came, accompanied by his wife, and when he
had seated himself by the fire, he whistled on his mate, Joe.
She read and prayed with them. Next Sunday Joe was
there again. On the followidg Sunday about fifteen people
came, then forty, till the room was crowded. She said, if
they wished these meetings continued, she would try and get
a missionary for them, which she did ; but he was not alto-
gether successful, and after an interval of six months, a5 the
people would not let her alone, she began the meetings again,
circulating notices with her name attaghed. saying ““ Would
you like to come and read the Bible?” ' The meetings-were
still going on, and were attended by about a thousand people -
every Sunday night. This proved the thirst there was for
the living water. Lady Hope then spoke of the efforts
made to provide counter attractions to the public-house
during the week, especially on Saturday nights. Having
but limited arcommodation in their own dwe%lings, if work-
ing men wished to meet a friend or read the papers, they
went to the public-houses, of which there were perhaps hun-
dreds through the streets inviting them to enter. Touching
instances came before her of how drink was keeping men
back from entering the Kingdom, and the thought crossed
her mind—if it was the public-house that was doing this,
whg' should she not have a room, and sell coffee and buns,
and get the men to come in? She got an empty place,
which was opened asa coffee-rcom. - There wasa good many
there in the morning and afternoon, and a great many always
in the evening. After it had gobe on for two or three
weeks, their manager, always on the look-out, drew their
attention to a man who was in the room, and on his sugges-
tion she spoke to the man, whass house, she learned, was
one to which she never before could get admission, the man
having dared his wife to let het In; but he now assured her
of a hearty welcome, and when she went to the house next
day, the wife told her what achanged man her husband had
become. When he used to go to the publi¢-house he could
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not bear the tracts which were broug‘hl to the door, but since
the coffee-room was opened he had found that she was a
friend, that the Bible was a friend, and he loved totalk about
it, and kept singint: hymns,  She continued to make the
acquaiutance of this family, and found that the man—who
was a platelayer on the ratlway ~was a decided Christian,

About a fortnight ago, the men on the Londonand Brighton,

Railway—some eighty or nincty—whom she met at the
“Town all, brought her a present of two silver candlesticks,
accampanied by a beautiful address, with the names of all
the tai‘lway men who had subscribed to the testimonial, and
among them was the name of this man—a friend tc Chnst
and a friend to his servant.  This was one of the.carliest out
of scores of cases that opened her eyes to the benelits result
ing from coffec-rooms. ~ One woman told her that her hus.
band would not be induced to go to the coffec-room.  She
said * Try again, and we will pray that_he may come in.”
One Saturday night, a stranger, 2 man of duty ap})c:\mncc.
was seen taking some coffee. It was the man referred to.
She showed him the * Nlustrated News * for the weel,, in.
vited him to come on Monday evening, when there was to
be some singing with harmonium accompaniment, and just
to put on any dress he chose.  1e came on Monday night
much improved in apuearance, when she gave him a little
book and bade him select 2 hymn for the night.  About a
week afterwards she saw his wife, who told her she had
taken hold of her man.  He inqaired for the looking-glass,
and said ** That young lady has taken quite a fancy to me;
she seemed to think that if 1 did not come nothing would
be tight; and there is the book she gave me. 1 must get
tidied up a bit. No more publicchouse for me. There 1s
some good to be got there, in that blessed .offee-room.” 1n
this way onc got hold of the hearts of these poor people.
There was a large room, with tables and seats, holding
about 130 when packed, with a bar at one cnd loaded with
viands of all kinds—tea, coflee, cocoa, cakes, and buns of
various sorts. Broth and mcat went on at certain hours of
the day; and in the evening almost anything was taken, in-
cluding meat of all kinds. A great dealof coffce was drunk,
one man ordering as many as ten cups, not for himself, but
that he might treat tis friends. Every now and then a
hymn was started; angone who liked might join in, and the
missionary said a few words, The people could not help
hearing, and sometimes when engaged at draughts or some
other game, words of the hymn wou?d be impressed on them,
and thus the thin edge of the wedge was introduced for
their spiritual benefit.  They also brought the hymn-books
home, thiir children learned them, and thus the good was
extended. There was no charge for admission, and if they
would put any fee on the rooms, however small; they would
-shut out the very class whom it was intended to benefit,
To mect the expense, there was 2 box at the door, where
those who were disposed might unt what they pleased,
and they had always bLeen found exceedingly generous;
but if they wanted counter attractions to the free
houses of vice, they must adopt the same course. There
must be well-lighted windows, and nothing to pay for admis.
sion. Tothiscoffec-saloon should bLe added one ortwo 100ms
for meetings, classes, temperance lecturcs, services of song,
or any other cffort for the spititual and temporal benefit of
the men and their families.  In such rooms a night-school
might be held, and singing practised. Al these opportuni-
ties for spending 2 useful and pleasant evening arc invaluable
adjuncts to the coffec-room. The two parts of the work
thus act and react upon one another, and, besides the actual
good dong at the time, the attendance is kept from falling
slack. Anoather way in which the place might be made sclf-
supporting was, that while the large front saloon was free,
they coutl’g have lodging-rooms to let.  They migh( also
have a xcading-rocm behind, for which those who wished to
have more quict and the use of the library could pay some-
thing.  But the great thing was to watch what people
wanted; and they must not let the majority have the vote,
as their decision might be adverse to what was desirable,
but to make their own rules. They must try to win people
in, never preaching to them, but inviting them as friends.
The open Bible, and the texts round the walls, while proving
an attraction to the men, banished swearing and :Luancling.
Lady Hope concluded by appealing to all to do the utmost
they conlsclo ut dnwn what was evil, and raise up what
was , and urged them to ask God to help them to show
the light of his countenance to the poor discarded ones.
Lord Shaftesbury said he certainly should not have risen
and have endeavoured 1o add onc word to what had fallen
from the lips of Lady Hope, lest he should weaken itscffect
on their hearts; but he could not resist the tem mign to
back up heartily all that she had saxr}. He backed it up
with the results of his own long experience, and he ventured
to assert that in precept and in practice, in spint and
method, Lady Hope had struck out the truc course, and
God had blessed her with signal success.  In the manage-
ment of these institutions there was very great difficalty and
great delicacy, for we had not yet hit the umiversal
principle on which they could be conducted.  They would
sce from what Lady Hope had told them—they would ob.
scrve how much, in her instance, depernded on her own
personal charactcr, her own personal attention, labour, and
vipilance over all that was said and done in that cstab-
lishment. If we could cnsure for st .. establishments a lady,
like Lady Hope, who would give her heart, soul, and intelli-
gence to work, the whole thing would l_)c.comylelcd. But
that was not so.  There weze great varieties of management
required, because we had not yet hit the true natural tistory
of the various classes of working men. It was astonishing
what minute misgivings, what peculiar tastes, what strange
and indescribable feclings there were in !l}c mgﬂl consitu-
tion of the people.  We must respect their feclingsand their
prejudices, and 4o everything we could to win them over 10
us and avoid cvcrythinﬁin the way of patronage or dictation.
They had keard Lady Hope saying, and no doult perfecly
truly, that they must not leave the guidance of these estab.
lishments to the votes of the majority.  In ~ vast number of
cases, the votes of the majority, given by men not trained
under the discipline of good order and of religious fecling,
would be prejodicial.  Neventheless, when they came, in

some parts of London and clsewhere, to manage these
establishnients, they must leave a very great deal in the
hands of the men themselves, who aie so very sensitive and
suspicious that unless they have the power of controlling a
great deal they would not come there at all.  Lady Hope
was another instauce of that which we saw in the present day

for which we ought hcartily to thank Almighty God.
‘This was an age in which the services of women were more
prominently called forth than in any period of the history of
the world, * “They had heard Lady ilopcs reak 3 and talking
of her as 1f she was not present—as if she ‘xad already gone
to heaven, as she was certain to do—from the manner in
which she had addressed them, and the tenderness and deli.
cacy with which she had expressed her feelings, he asked
whether the roughest of human kind could withstand the
aggressive appeals, day after day, and hour after hour, of
such a woman?2  The greatest of all the evils that afflicted
the Jand wese drink and the consequences of dnnh.  Dnnk
Lrohe up domestic enjuyment, nuned the Lndy, endangered
the soul, filled our gaols and lunatic asylums. ~ We had the
highest political reasons - the hyghest moral, spintual, and
even religious reasons, for endeavounng to put down this
accursed system of drinking.  If the people of Scutland and
England could be but moderately temp- .awe, could but act
on the principle of self-control, l{lcy would be not only the
foremost people in morals, but the most afflaent, the most
comfortable and happy, and most independent of all the
nations of the carth.

Alter a few words from Mr. John Bumns, the hymn—**Tell
e the old, old story,” was sung, and the Rev. Mr. Boyd
having pronounced the Benediction, the swceting separated,
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She has chosen the world,
And ats paltry crowd;
Sue has chosen the world,
And an endless shrond!
She has chosen the world
With ats isnamed pleasures;
She has chosen the world,
Before heaven's own treasures,

She hath launched her boat
On life's giddy sea,
And her all is atloat
For ctemity.
But Bethlehem's star
1Is not in hier view;
And her aim is far
From the harbour true.

When the storm descends
From an angry sky,
Ah! where from the winds
Shall the vessel fly?
When stars are concealed,
And rudder gone,
And heaven is scaled
To the wandering one

The whirlpool opes
For the gallant prize;
And, with all her hopes,
To the deep she hics?
But who may tell
Of the place of woc,
Where the wicked dwell,
Where the worldlings go?

For the human heart
Can ne'er conccive
What joysare the part
Of them who behieve;
Nor can justly think
Of the cup of death,
Which all must dnnk
Who despise the faith,

Away, then—oh, fly
From the joys of carth!
Her smile is a lie—
There’s a sting in her mirth.
Comc, leave the dreams
Of this transicnt night,
And bask in the beams
Of an endless light.

“\VHERE are those, then, that go about to divide Christ
from Himself; Christ real from Chnst mystical; yielding
Christ otie with Himsclf, nut not one with His ghurch H
making the truc believer no less separable from His Saviour
than from the entirencss of His own obedience; drecaming
of the uncomfortable and sclf-contradicting paradoxes of the
total and final apostasy of sxints? Certainly thesc men have
never thoronghly digested the meditation of this blessed
union whereof we treat.  Can they hold the belicving soula
timb of that body whereof Chnist is the head, and yetimagine
a possibility of dissolution? Can they affeign to the Son of
God a body that is imperfect? Can they think that body
perfect that hath lost his limbs? Even in this mystical body
the best joints may be subject to stnins, yea, perhaps, to
somce painfal and Euilous laxation; but as it was in the
natural body of Christ, when it was in death most ex 1
to the cruelty of all enemies, that upon an overruling Provi-
dencenota hone of it could be broken ; soitis still and ¢ver
with the spiritual; some scourgings and blows it may suffer,
yea, perhaps some bruises and gashes, but no bone can be
shattered in picces, much less dissevered from therest of the

Were we left to ourselves, orcould we be so much as
in conceit sandered from the body whercof weare, alas? we
are bat as other men, subject to the same sinful infirmities,
to the same dangetous and deadly miscarriages; mt, since
it hath pleased the God of heaven o unite us to Himself,
now it concerns Him to maintain the honour of His own

body by pueserving us entire.”

SRITISH AND I, OREIGN '@TEMS.

THE receipts of the principal Religious Socicties of Eng-
land are this year larger than usual.

1)

Tuere is a project for introducing the culture of silk on
an extensive scale among the colured people of Alabania,

E1cHTY of this and last year's graduates of Andover heo-
logieal Senunary intend 1o go out as foreign mussienanes,

Missrs. Moony AND SANKEY closed their five weeks’
labors in New Haven, May 3. Messrs, Pentecost and Steb.
bins succeed them,

GREAT numbers of Roman Catholic priests in Germany
are taking unto themselves wives, the law of the empire give
ing protection to such unions.

Mg, ‘Toorst has been preaching in St. Andrew’s Cathe-
dral, Singapore, and the anti-Ritualstic panshioners are
indignant with the Archdeacon who gave hun peanission,

‘Tur. Brotherhood of laocomutive Engimcers have been
robhied of $15,000 by the man to whom their funds were .
trusted.  Who was the **oppressor ** then 2

IT is roughly estimated by conpetent authonty that
120,000 }ursons entered the Pans Exposiuon on the open-
ing day.  This number includes exhubitors, workmen pro-
vided with tickets. mvited guests, and those who pawd for
admission,

A pairy half-hour religious service, established a quarter
of a century ago by the proprictors of the Thomas Adams &
Co. immense lace-houses at Nottingham, Eng., has been
continued without intermission; it has an average daily at.
tendance of 300 out of tae 800 employes.

Tiere died at Prestwich Asylum, near London, the
other day, a lunatic in whaose stomach 1,831 indigestible
substances were found, natcly, twenty buckles, fourteen bits
of glass, ten pebbles, three picces of string, a piece of copper,
a fish hook, a pin, nine brass buttons, 1,782 tacks and nails.

‘I'ng Christian plulanthropy shown by the missionaries in
China in ralieving the suffeungs caused by the terrible fam-
tne has been greatly effective in breaking down the prejudice
and hostility against them and their work, and Chinese mer-
chants arc now sclecting them as the most trustworthy
almoners of their gifts.

Excrisu yachts belonging to the Royal Squadron are
bound to render scrvice in time of “national danger and
great emergency,” in consideration of which they are allowed
to use the royal dockyards. Lord Ellington's schooner
¢¢Cruiser” is flying the naval ensign preparatory to a visit
to the Sea of Marmora,

TUE natives of India to the east of Tinnevelly are em-
bracing Christianity in a remarkable manner.  Notless than
16,000 have sent in their names to Bishop Caldwell, and
placed themselves under instruction for baptism. His lord.
ship reports that village after village is laying aside its hea-
thenism and secking admission into the fold of Christ.

Tue Free Church Assembly, this year, will have its share
of judicial business. Prof. Robertson Smith’s case comes up
from the Synod of Aberdeen, and that of Dr. Marcus Dods
from the Synod of Glasgow and Ayr. The decisions of these
cases, by the Synods, were by small majoritics, and sharp
discussions may be expected in the Assembly.

Mg. Fraxcis HENRY MORAN, one of the Light Brigade
in the Crimea, has just died at Chatham, England. He was
the trumpeter who sounded the memorable ¢ Charge ™ at
Balaclava when the order wasreceived.  1e was dangerous-
ly wounded. For the last sixteen years he had been band-
master of the Second Battalion of the Fifth Fusilicts, He
had been in the service more than thirty-two years.

I7is reported that in view of the attack made upon-the
Emperor, the German Govertient has resolved to propose, or
even to introduce, by administrative decrecs, serious restric-
tions on the frcedom of the press and the right of public
mecting. Efforts will, it is said, be made to bring about
common action on the part of Germany, Russia, England,
the United States, and other countrics wheoe Sucialistic or
Communistic symptoms have lately appeared.

A PHILADELPHIA company has received the contract from
the Russian Government of dredging a channel in the river
Neva ten miles long, 280 feet wide, and twenty fect deep.
This will open the river, which is not navigable between
Cronstadt and  St. Petersburgh, cxcept for small vessels, to
ships of 2,200 to 1,500 tons burden.  The contract was ob-
tained through the favomble report of a party of Russian
cngincers, who, while visiting the Centennial Exhibition,
were mysteriously inquisitive in inspecting dredging machin-
ery.

THe Sisters of Charity are employed in all the civil hos-
pitals of Paris, and in most of the provincial towns. They
are the nursces, and have the management of the laundry, the
kitchen, and often of the pharmacy. They excreise also a
superintendence over the male and female attendants, and
are in rcality supreme in all the wards. It 1s objected

inst their further employment that they take advantage

of their position to make proselytes among the non-Catholic

tients, and even resort 10 persecution when othier methods

ail. Itis proposed to dismiss them and cmploy ordinary
nurses.

THE Catkolic Revdaw declares, concerning the sensational
dispatch about the 3,000,000 English people going 10 Rome,
that the whole story is alisurd, and that its only foundation
of truth is the fact that some three years azo 2 number of
the Ritualistic ministers of the Anglican Church got to-

ether, and a%:ced that it would be a good thing to mnake a
rgain with Rome,  They drew up a skeich of what they
would like, sent it gﬁ\‘atcl)‘ to those who they thought
would sympathize with them, obtained very many adhesions,
and them one of their number went 1o Cardinal Manning,
and laid the project before him. He treated his visitor
kindly, but explained that the doors of the Romish Church
stand widc open; her arms are always extended 1o receive
the penitent and the delieving.  But every one must come
for himscif, and on his own account; and he must come
without “’conditions.”
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THE SYNOD OF TORONTO AND AINGSTON.

SECOND DAY EVENING SEDERUNT. Continuad,
Rev. Principal Geant, on moving the adoption of the Re-
port on the State of Religion, sad he was sure they
all sympathised with ity hopes.  They all felt, he
was satished, that at the very best satistics gave a
\'cl{ invlequate  representation of the Chustian life
and work, just because we could not delineate in words, or
tabulate the facts of religions life. We felt that not only
when we came into pcrsonal contact with Christians, but
when we caasiderec the numerons madia through  which
these reports came  “The facts went from the sessivn, through
the Preshytery and the Synod, to the General  Assembly,
and the aumbier of the madie equalled the number of re-
moves from the facts of the case.  The reports, too, were
determined very much by the indisvidual tempermment and
character.  “There wete sotie who looked at the world i a
very gloomy way, always thinking .. was growing worse,
Others, again, tegatded it with sanguine feelings and hopes,
OF counrse these two oppusite clements enabled us to strike a
fair halance, amd fium a great many reports we coull furm a
good average.  Then, there was a very great art in- mahing
up statistics,  Some men could make bricks without straw,
while others could not,  Some men could parade everything
a congregation was duing in such an attractive way that youu
would think it 2 marvellous cungregaton,  Others limited
themselves to certain lines in reporting, and the cungregation
did notappear so favorably.  The same congregation sn the
hands of different men might present avay diffcrent appear-
ance, although the facts were the same.  He believed our
views of what constituted Christian Character and  work
were often narrow and conventional, misleading, and un.
real  Hence, we sometimes did not get included in our re-
ports a great deal of what was genuine Chliristianity, and a
great deal of what was not gentiine was pat duwn as genuine.
It was a fact much to be deplorad that in many of our cun-
gregations some of the strongest men intellatually, morally,
and religiously, were not membiers af the Church, pastly be-
cause these persous themselves had misleading ideas of what
Chuistfan profession meant, and partly becawse all had nar-
row and conventinpal natins,  Sall, notwithstanding all
these things, it was absolutely necessary that they should
have these reports and these statistics, in order that the
mind of the Church might be turnal to the saliject of them,
Chuistian life and work were simply what the Chusch existed
for not for the sake of its machinery.  The mecting of a
Church Court should not be wholly given to the machinery
of the Churcli, but should be a religivus stimulus to the
neighborhood in which 1t met.  In this connectivn he sug.
grested that it might be advisable 6w them to copy theis
Methodist brethren in transacting matters of mere machinery
in private, and reserving their puldic gatherings for the con-
sideration of the broad vljeuts of the Church, They were
all pained to notice that the jadicial «as:s befure the Charch
Courts on the other side of the Atlantic were carried on
amid scenes of tumult which coald never occur in the well-
regulated Preshyterian Church in Canada. He was con-
virced that the effect of such scenes on the outside
public must be bad, and thought it wuuld be bettes
to discuss them in private.  The Prestytery on the
one hand and the Geneal Assembly on the other
tiight well perforn the mochanical business of the Church,
whilc it appeared to him that the Spnod, which was at pre-
seat littls more than a forvarding body, had special qualifi-
cations for taking up the subjects relating to Christian work
and character.  [here were three juints he wished to im-
press an connection with the report. Fuist, the smportance
of the repular and ondinary means of grace rather than
special efforts.  During the ffteen years of bus pasiorate i
ls).:lif:xx fifty or siaty wetre added yearly to his Church, and
although he warmly sympathized with and encosiaged every
special effort, he could count un his fingers all he received
by special agencies. Special cfforts were very attractive,
they made a great sound and noise, bt he was sure they
werce insigniicant as comparcd to the ordinary means of
grace. The tempesature of Canada would not br raised by
a few magaificent bonfires in different pasts of the countiy.
Theie was a tendency i this age to magnify these methods,
and that was the reason he called attention to the subject.
11 was casy for us to take up 2 popular cry.  To him it was
humiliating to sce the United States almost on its knees be-
fore two mcen whom God had signally blessed, and he was
certain that it was humiliating to them because they had
never sought to take any credit to themselves, but had al-
ways given it to Him from whom alone was the might and
the power. e felt sympathy with the poor man who,
finding his efforts 1o get them to his Church unavaihing, said
they would be forced to go direct to the Thrune of Grace be-
causc they could not get Moody and Sankey tocome.  Their
ordinary means of grace was not confined to onc place, but
extended over sixty of seventy congregations,  Sccondly, he
wished to impress the importance of muluplying agents
rather.than agencies.  \Whenever an excitement arose in a
congregation the dispusilinn was to multiply agenaes, and
the minister was brohen down with an immense amount of
1ed tape.  He was obliged to go to this nceung and  that,
and instead of finding more work done he found more clat-
tering mechanism.  When the spint of God touched the
heants of any 9! God’s people the m.nister shoubl, as far as
posable, sat them to work, and aneng persons of theit own
age. He behieved the great gap at present n the Charch all
over the world was just at that time of life when boys and
pils had Ieft the Sunday School, and did a0t juin the
Church. 1t was then that they dropped away by the scores
and hundreds.  Hamm was frequently done 1y sp<aking to
them dircctly, and his cxperience was that the bt way of
gelting a2 them was by means of those of their awn age
who had been brought under the influences of the Holy
Spint.  Again and again such menns had availed when the
most ¢l »juent scrmons, and the most camest individual ap-
als from a minister, were valucless or did harm.  Thirdg,
E?wnnld peak of the imporianee of work rather than fecl-
ing. e \peke of thi- ja< hecause he had so often heard of
somc montal preacher having, after two or three months of

excitement, become fagged out and dilapidated. The at-
tention had been extreme, both with him and the people,
but after two or three months his services were not near so
sleasan , and after two or three years the case was worse.

‘hey conld not be too much on thete guand in this matter.
1f there were intense feclings they should be guuted into
direct and definite Christian work.,  We were too apt to ig-
nore the great schemes of the Churceh, on which the spint of
God had set His smprimatur, for outside and fancy methods,
and it was often just through ignorance.  ‘The work of the
Church was just to preach the Gospel of Chust in every dis-
trict in this great Domimon, as well as to send 1t far hence
to those lands where Chnstis not known.  Agents, to do
thenr wotk effectively, must be prepared to made sacnhices.
¢ No Cruss, no Crown,” was now just as true as ever, and
mimsters mast lead their people, and where the mimster led
his people would follow.

Rev. R. lormance then read a memonal from the King-
ston Sabbath Reformation dociety, setting forth the misobe
servance of the Sabbath throughout the country, and more
espectally in Kingston, where steamboats and street cars run
ostensibly for the accommodauion of persons attenting divine
wunhip, and ashing the Synud to pass sotue resolution upon
the matter.

Rev. R. V. Rogers, M. A,, President of the Soaiety, made
a few remarks in support of the memorial, expressing the
hope that the Synod would take the subject into their most
senuus conskieration,

Rev. Prof. McLaren, in seconding the motion of I'nncipal
Grant, saul that there was a close coanection between dab-
bath observance and the state of religion.  Whatever broke
in on the day of 1est would tell on true relynon.  He agreed
with Principal Grant as to the unsatisfactory nature of sta-
tisucs. It was a matter of regret that they were partial, as
they were,  Thereport hiad one etfect at any rate—it brought
them face to face with the true work at which the Church
should aim, wviz., the salvation of souls, and the upbulding
of Chnistaan peuple.
he had smid as to the supenunty of the ordinary means of
grace.  He had nu objection 1o revivals, but he believed in
the resaval that came down rather i those that were got up.
If nunisters and elders did their duty 1in the way God had
appunted they would be amply Ulessed with results.  They
should alwzys bear in mind thetr dependence on God's grace
in worh for 1im, and there was not a man or woman who
could not employ his or her other energies in the work for
which the Church existed.  He hoped the repot and the
discussion thereon would fit them still more for thar duties
in Chnst's canse,

Rev. Prof. Gregg rose to propose a resolution based on
the memonal with 1egard to Sabbath observance.  The foice
of that ducument was that the desecration of the Sabhath
of which 1t complained was done i the name of rehgion.
He was lately startled to find the custom of running trans
on Sunday at reduced rates was introduced into Canada on
the occasion of the visit of a disunguished preacher to
Taronto. Those interested in lus preaching had iduced the
Great Western Railway to run a traun from Hamnlton to
Torento on Sablath mormng, to return i the evemng.
That, he beheved, was a great desecration ot the Sabbath,
against which the Synod should protest.  The interests of
religion and of the whole country, politically and commer-
crally, were bound up 1n 2 stnct observance of the Sabbath,
It would be dangeruus Loth to rehigion and to the State to
giveat a lvose rein.  1le moved that the Synod receive the
memorial of the Kingston Sabbath Reformation Socicty,
rearet to find that the sanctity of the Lord’s Day 1s mter-
fered with by raread, <teamboat, and street car companies,
and earnestly urgze all officers and membiers of churches to
use thar nflucice cndc:u'urmg to counteract Sabbath
desecration by these companies, as well as other tonns of
Sabhath breakmg.

Un the suggestion of the Rev. Principal Grant, the report
and the memonal, which were onyunatly intended 1o be con-
sidered together, were taken up scparatcly.

Rev. W. M. Roger, of Ashburn, felt forced to say sore-

thing 1n favor of speaal ~ervices, because the addresses just )

delivered tended 1o dinanmsh the valuation piaced upon them,
and because he belicved that sufficient was not usually said
in favor of such services. e had not expected such strong
words against them from Prircipal Grant, who had wntten
an able arucle recently 1n advocacy of and welcoming the
restoration of the ancient order of the Church in having
cvangelists.  He proceeded to speak warmly from his own
expencence insupport of special evangelistic services, remark-
ing that he trusted the tme would soon comc when they
would be looked upon no longer as special, but 23 ordinary
means of grace. God’s blessing had attended these means
abundantly, and he fclt very sorry that words should have
gone forth which would have the =ffect of belitthng them.

Rev. Prof. McLaren expressed his regret that he had been
misunderstood as bang opposed 10 special services.  On the
contrary he had held special services himself, but he desired
1o unpress the fact that the great work of the Church was the
ordinary means of grace.  When there were speaal ar-
cumstances calhing for special services by all means let them
be held.

The motion for the adoption of the report was then car-

ried.

Rev. Dr. Reid seconded the motion of Prof. Gregg, which
he could have wished had gone furthier and been broaderin
its terms.  He was happy to say that in Toronto the strect
cars did not un at all on Sunday. 1t was needful for them
to Jook at the whole social !cndcmﬁ' of the present day. e
thought we were running in the dircetion of the lax conti-
nental custom of observing the Sabbath in a way different
from that 1o which we had been accustomed. It would be
wise to impress upon the people the importance of keeping
up the old practice of spending the Sabhath,

Rev. Dr. Robb sugpested 2 means of stopping tic running
of strect cars, to obtain the united pledge of all Chnsuan
people that if they run on Sabbath they would not patronize
them on weck days,

Mz, Wm. Adamscn rematked that the President of the
Kingston Street Railway Company had been an camest

t

He also joined with the moverin what |

representations were made to the Comp:miy through the
President that the pracice would be stopped.

The motton of Prof. Gregg was then put amd earnesd,

‘The following cotnnnttee on the State of Religion tor the
ensmnge year was nppomlml:——\\‘. M. Roger (convener),
Prot. Mowat, John Uray, R. 1. Fraser, E. . McLaren, J.
K. Smith, 1. Morrison, Donald Fraser, Alex. Bell, minis.
ters; Archibald Camphbell, \V. Horan, and Hon. John Mc.
Murrich, olders,

The Synod then adjourned.

THIRD DAV, -—MORNING SEDERUNT,

The Moderator took the chair at ten o'clock.

After devational exercises and routine, the Clerk read the
report of the Committee on the Records of Presbyteries, re-
porlil\‘; thaie of the following Presbyteties to have been
carcfully and correctly kept:— Kingston, Saugeen, Peter.
borough, Guelph, Toronto, Lindsay, Barrie, and Whitly.
No record from the Presbytery of Owen Sound having been
presented, it was agreed that that Presbytery should be
ordered to send their record upto the next meeting of Synod.

The Awditors 1eported the accounts of the Treasurer to he
coniect.  They shewed a balance in his favor of $76.67, and
arrears due amounting to some $28,

The report was adopted.

The Clerk read a protest and appeal fioin Rev. Messts.
Mc\illan and Moffatt against a decision of the Presbytery
of Saugeen with regan! to a petition from the trustees of
Knox Church, Mount Forest, praying the Presbytery to in.
struct M: John Martin, an cl(e«:r and former trustee of that
Church, 10 hand over to the trustees or to the Preshyte
the patent deed of the plot of ground on which4he Chuich
was built.  The Presbytery’s final decision was, that the
case being one of civil right, they should not intetfere, al
though théy thought that Mr. Martin should hand over the
deed. The appellants contended that it was one of ordinary
administration of Church affairs, involving congregational
and Preshyterial rights, and that the Church was competent
to settle such matters independent of the civil authority,
Mr. Martin, it appeared, claimed to be still a trustee, and
the only one constitutionally clécted, and thercfore, entitled
to bold the deed.  He also alleged a claim on the Church
property amounting to $2,000, for moncy which he had ad-
vanced. The various partics interested were called to the
bar of the Synod and hieard.

Rev Mr McMillan, pustor of the chutch affected, fisst
addressed the Synod, reviewing the facts of the case at
length.  He accused the Preshytery of having acted incon-
sistently and irregularly—inasmuch as they had originally
a%:rccd 1o request Mr, Martin to hand over the deed, and
afterwards decided to the contrary cffect without rescindin,
their original resolutions.  He stated that Mr. Martin ha
left Knox Church, Mount Forest, altogethier, and had there-
fore no right to hold the deed.  He went on to argue that
disputes of this nature should be settled within the Church.

After a few remarks by Rev. Mr. Morrison in the same
strain as the last speaker,

Rev. W, Park, Cletk of the Presbytery of Saugeen, te-
plicd on behalf of the Presbytery.  Their inconsistency had
nothing to do with the case.  Asto the independence of
the Church, it was independent in spiritual things and in
spiritual things only  Our Lord had observed that princi-
ple by refusing to interfere on the occasion when one went
to him and asked him to* compel his brother to divide his
inheritance with him.  That was a matter of property quite

. similar to the present.

Rev. Donald Fraser, of Mount Forest, followed to the
ame effect.  If the Chuich could deal with matters of this
kind why did they go to the Legislature of Ontatio for Acts
~f incorporation? - Wby not go to the Genenal Assembly ?
The appetlants really wanted the Synod to usurp the func-
tions of the Comt of Chancery.

It being one o'clock the Synod rose.

AFTERNUUN SEDERUNT.

On the Synod seswining at three o'clock,

KRev. Wi, Donald, Port Hope, read an obituary of the
tate Rev. J. M. Roger, M. A, paster emeritus of St. Paul's
Church, Peterborough, who dicd on the Sth of January last
at the age of seventy-one. It was adopted,

Rev, J. M. Fraser resumed the discussion on the dissent
and appeal from the l’rc\b?'xcry of Saugeen. The Preshy-
tery had done all they could in the matter, and even if they,
were competent to order Mr. Martin to return the deed they
had no means of caforcing their order. He hoped the
question would be scttled speedily and amicably,

In the course of further discussion,

Rev. Prof. Grepg remarked that it was of no importance
who held the decd so long as its duplicate was registered.

Rev. Dr. Robb moved *“That the appeal be sustained,
and that the Synod request Mr. Martin 1o give up the deed
and resign his position as trustee of Knox Church, Mount
Forest,” e was not going to enter into the merits of the
casc, but he thought this was the best way t0 remove the
dificulty.

Mr. Taylor, Toronto, in seconding Rev. Dr. Robb's
motion, remarked that in a strict matter of law Mr. Martin
was nght, but morally he was wrong. He would have
acted much more wisely if hie had given up the deed at first.

Rev, D, J. Macdonnell moved, in amendment, ““That the
appeal be dismissed and the action of the Presbytery be
sustamed, but that the Synod request Mr. Martin, who has
ceased to be a membey of Knox Church, Mount Forest, to
1esign his position as trustee.”  Of course the giving up of
the deed would naturally f{ollow.

The motion of Rev. Dr. Robb was carmied by a vote of
fifteen 1o cight.

The Commissioners from the Presbytery of Saugeen de-
clined to acquicsce in the decision of the Synod, but
suted that they would not appeal to the General Assembily.

The reference from the General Assembly tespecting the

bhounds of Toronto and Barric Preshyterics was deferred

tll next mecting of SHynod, the partics not being present.
“he clerk Tead references from the Preshyterics of Owen

Sound and Barvic respectively, asking the Synod to agree to

| tae tmusference of the Parry Sound and the Collingwood
Sahbath School worker in Toronto, and he had no doubtaf | Mountain missions from the former Presbytery to thc‘i:tlet.
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On motion it was agreed to ask the General Assembly to
sanction the change. .

An overture from the Presbytery of Whitby was read in
favor of the preparation of a hymn book which would
secure greater uniformity and efficiency than at present
existed. .

Rev. W. M. Roger, on behalf of the Presbytery, spoke in
support of the overture, and moved its transmission to the
General Assembly. Carried. ° .

The following Special Committees were appointed by the
Synod to act during the ensuing year:—

On Temperance—D.  Fraser, Convener; Prof. Mowat,

%mes Cleland, R. Chambers, J. L. Murray, R. Wallace,®

. Macdonald,J. Somerville, Hugh Crozier, and James B.
Middlemiss, —wministers. Wm. Adamson, A. Macalister,
and T. Dallas—elders.

On Sabbath Observance—A. Wilson, convener; John
Hogg, Prof. Gregg, J. C. Smith, Donald Fraser, J. B.
Mdllen, and James Cameron—ministers. T. W. Taylor,
T. McRae, and A. D. Fordrice—elders.

On Sabbath Schools—]J. M. Cameron, J. B. Mullen, R.
Chambers, John Campbell, T. F. Fotheringham,.W. M.
Roger, M. W, McLean, and Jas. A. McConnell—ministers,
G. L. Blaikie, W. J. Craig, Wm. Crawford, John Scott, J.
C. Smith, and Jas, Scott—elders.

An overture was read from the Synod of Hamilton and
London embodying explanations of the school law by the
Minister of Education favorable to the general use of the
Bible in the Public Schools, and resolutions passed by that
Synod with the view of obtaining united action towards that
end.

Rev. Prof. McLaren moved the following resolutiod,
which was adopted:—

Resolved—TFirst, That the Synod instruct the clerk to ac-
knowledge with thanks the courtesy of the Synod of
Hamilton and London in transmitting to them a copy of
resolutions adopted by that Court anent the use of the Bible
in the Public Schools of Ontario. Second, That the Synod
express their satisfactipn with the memorandum of the Hon.
the Minister of Education accompanying the resolutions.
Third, That as it appears from the memorandum of the
Minister of Education that there is no hindrance to be ap-
prehended from the school law, but that the Bible may be
introduced into the Public Schools, and may be used as a
text book, therefore this Synod recommends and enjoinsasa
Christian duty on all the office-bearers within its bounds, and
on all Christian parents, earnestly and constantly to use
their influence as individuals, citizens, school trustees, and
teachers towards such use of the Bible by the pupils of our
Public Schools, beseeching and urging t'hem to dq this, as
the highest interests of future generations for time and
eternity depend on their thorough acquaintance with God’s
revealed will. Fourth—That ministers and office-bearers,
etc., be enjoined to give all due publicity to the existing
state of the law, in order that advantage may be taken of it
without delay to secure the gemeral introduction of the
Scriptures into the Public Schools. ) .

A communication was read from the Synod of Hamilton
and London embodying resolutions complaining against
those provisiong of the Ontario Registration Act which sub-

- ject clergymen to fines and imprisonment in the event of
their failure to comply with the requirements of the Act re-
garding funerals, and asking the co-operation of this Synod
in the effort to obtain the repeal of the objectionable
clauses. .

Rev. John Hogg, of Oshawa, moved that the communi-
cation be received, that the Synod adopt the resolutions of
the Synod of Hamilton and London, and that a committee
be appointed to act with the committee of the latter Synod.
He thought clergymen generally were willing to acquiesce
in the law, but they were liable to fall into the hands of
rings, and if they omitted to return the deaths Clerks or
Town Councils were ready to poance upon them with fines
and penalties, and made things very unpleasant for them.
He himself had been annoyed considerably.

Rev. F. McCuaig, of Kingston, thought the Government
was exceeding its powers in interfering with their functions
as ministers of the Gospel.

. Rev. Prof. Gregg also looked upon the law as obnoxious. 1

Rev. Principal Grant characterized it as outrageous and
iniquitous, and as an unwarrantable interference with their
rights.

.gRev. A. Wilson, of Kingston, did not think the Govern-

. ment had a right to make men collectors of statistics with-
out their consent, and without paying them for doing so.

Mr. McLellan, of Garafraxa, asked if some of the gentle-
men who had spoken against the law could suggest anything
better. . .

Rev. Principal Grant thought it was not their place to do
so, although he could sugges}. All they had to do was to
point out their grievance and leave the Government to effect
the remedy. \ . L.

Several other speakers expressed their objections to the
law, after which the following deputation was appointed to
-wait on the Ontario Government with a view of having the
«objectionable provisions repealed : The Moderator, the
Clerk, Rev. Prof. Gregg, Rev. John Hogg, Hon. John Mc-
Murrich, and Mr. ‘T, % Taylor.

After passing the usual votes of thanks the Synod ad-
journed a few minutes before six to meet in St. Andrew’s
Church, Guelph, on_the evening- of the second Tuesday of
May, 1879, and the Moderator pronounced the benediction.

SYNOD OF MONTREAL AND OTTAWA.

Synod held its annual meeting at Montreal, and in
‘E:flt'li;e ,g;nuch there, on the fourteenth, fifteenth, and six-
teenth days of May, 1878. The retiring Moderator, the
Rev. William Bain, D.D., of Perth, opened the Synod by

ing an excellent gospel sermon on Eph. i.-22'and 23.

he Rev. William Ross of Lochiel, was chosen as
Moderator for the current year. Sixty-four member_s ‘were
amarked on the roll as present, namely, forty-seven ministers
and seventeen elders. There might have been a few more
who did not answer to their names, or who were not obsery.
«d by the .clerk, :

'

The evening of Wednesday, the second day of meeting,
was occupied with the report on the State of Religion and
conference thereupon. Part of next day was spent in further

-conference, issuing in the disposal of the report and the ap-

pointment of the same committee on State of Religion with
one addition, for the current year. Three other matters en-
gaged a considerable part of the Synod’s attention, viz.:.
Fiyst, A protest and appeal of the Rev. John Mackenzie of
Hampden, against a decision of the Presbytery of Quebec,
touching certain money in the band of the Rev. John Mec-
Donald, now of Scotstown, and lately of Winslow. The
Synod’s judgment sustaining Mr. Mackenzie’s protest and
appeal is likely to come before the General Assembly, Mr.

neas McMaster having protested and appealed against:it.
Second, The proposal to erect a Presbytery of Lanark and
Renfrew; this matter having been remitted to the Synod by
the General Assembly. It was resolved by a very large
majority, that a new Presbytery, bearing the name aforesaid,
be erected, and that its first meeting be held at Carleton
Place, and in St. Andrew’s Church there, on the third Tues-
day of August, at’ one o’clock in the afternoon; the Rev.
Alexander Mann, D.D., to be Moderator. 7hird, Two
communications from the Synod of Hamilton and London,
bearing that the said Synod had taken action anent a certain
Registration Act in the Province of Ontario, and also anent
the use of the Bible in Public Schools. The Synod of
Montreal and Ottawa expressed approval of the action taken
by the sister-Synod.

A reference from the Presbytery of Quebec for adjudica-
tion on a question of arrears claimed by the Trustees of the
Congregation of Winslow from the Congregation of Hamp-
den, or members and adherents thereof, was disposed of by
the appointment of a commission. An overture from the
Presbytery of Ottawa, touching relief to the Church of the
Waldenses, was adopted, and transmitted to the General
Assembly.

The next annual meeting of the Synod of Montreal and
Ottawa was appointed to be held in Cornwall, and in St.
{(;hn’s Church there, on the second day of May, 1879, at

If past seven o’clock in the evening.

Huntingdom, 20th May, 1878. JAMES WATSON, Clerk.

SABBATH SEHOOL 5 EACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESS(-)N_XXIIL .

J ‘x‘{";s?' }DANIEL IN THE LIONS® DEN. { D;‘f_;:'
GOLDEN TEXT:—‘‘My God hath sent His angel, and
hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt
me ”—Verse 22,
HOME STUDIES.

M. Heb. 3ci. 3240.......... The triumphs of faith,
T. Acts iv. 13-31 The apostles’ boldness.

W. Acts xii, 1-11........... Peter delivered.

Th. Acts xvi. 25-40...... ....Paul and Silas in prison,
F. Dan. vi. 1-14........... The wicked conspiracy.
S. Dan. vi. 15-28.......... Daniel in the lions’ den.
S. Ps. lvii, 1-11........... God a refuge.

HELPS TO STUDY,

The fall of Babylon was followed by the promotion of
Daniel.  He is made chief of all the officers appointed by
King Darius. (Note 1.) This selection of Daniel is a
striking proof of his fame. The Medes came from the far
north-east and knew nothing of the Jews. The rare ability
and integrity of Daniel must have been. very conspicuous to
have led a foreign conqueror to entrust him with power, and
make him the head of the State.

_ The other officers of state and ‘rulers are jealous of him,
and conspire for his destruction. How closely they must
have watched him. Bat all in vain. Daniel is so wise and
faithful that they cannot find a single mistake or blemish to
give them an occasion against him. Then they seek to
make his religion the means of his overthrow, and in their
very plot they count upon and unintentionally do honour to
his steadfastness and immovable integrity. By appealing
to the vanity of the weak king, they contrive to have a law
enacted that none shall offer prayer to God or petition to
man, save to the king himself for thirty days under penalty
of death by the lions.

DANIEL DOOMED: Verses 14-17.

Daniel knew the law and knew the purpose—the foul plot
which had been laid for his life. But he faltered not. Not
in ostentation, but in steadfast devotion to duty he wor-
shipped his God as he did aforetime, kneeling at his open
window three times a day with his face towards Jerusalem.
In triumph his watchful enemies make haste to bring their
accusation against the man of prayer. They artfully begin
by setting before the king the force of the decree which
cannot be altered. They then set forth Daniel’s offence as
a personal disregard and defiance of theking himself. They
thus seek again to work upon his well-known vanity and
weakness. '

The king was sore displeased, chﬁgrined and ashamed
of himself that he allowed himself to be caught in this snare.
He now plainly sees the envious spirit of these men who had
made him their dupe. He laboured to deliver Daniel,
perhaps seeking some way in which the decree could be set
aside, or trying to influence the conspirators. He set his
heart upon this. There was something in Daniel which
commanded respect and love even from the king: But all
was in vain. The decree is unchangeable (Note 2) and the
relentless accusers insist on its execution.

The king commanded and Daniel is cast into the
den. Though a king the unhappy Darius is compelled
to act against his inclination s.ndp against his conscience.
Which is the more kingly,—the monarch who ity 1),
wrong, or his subject who stands firmly by the r& L

Yet while the king thus gave up his servant iy k¥4

;cannot refrain from expréssing his real feelings and his.rer]

markable confidence that Dariel’s God would deliver him,

The den is closed and sealed. No escape is possible.
The nobles, in evident distrust of Darius, add their own
seals to the stone. But all these precautions serve only to
make the deliverance more signal. Compare Matt. xxvii.
60, 66; Acts xvi. 24.

Do not make rask promises, and never keep a wicked pro-
mise, as did Herod. Think before you promise. Careless,
thoughtless actions will surely be regretted.

II. DANIEL DELIVERED: Verses 18-23.

What a contrast that night between the king in the palace
and the victim in the den. In the palace remorse and
misery, and in the den, as afterwards was manifested, peace
and safety. The king cannot sleep. He is tortured by re-
morse. For grief, he cannot eat; and music cannot com-
fort him. Very early he arose and went to the den. He
even hoped to find Daniel alive; and with a lamentable
voice he called out to him. And Daniel answered. He
is alive and rejoicing. My God, he says as Thomas said,
““My Lord and my God;” and St. Paul said, * The.Son of
God who loved me and gave Himself for me” (2 Tim. i. 12;
Heb. vii. 25) hath sent His angel, (Ps. xci. 11; Heb. i.
14; 2 Tim. iv. 17) and shut the lions’ mouth. He as-
eerts his innocence before God. His heart condemns him
not: I John iii. 21.

He who opposes God will fail; he who obeys God is sdfe,
God cares for those who walk in the path of duty.

There are three kinds of people in this story on whom our
earnest attention should be fixed. There is the accused,
strong in his goodness and faith; the accusers, strong in
their wickedness and envy; the king, between them, weak-
ness itself. :

1. Now there are far more people who are weak than who
are strong. - Even strength in sin is not so common as sinful
weakness.  And Darius, therefore, is the type and represen-
tative of multitudes. *¢Why,” saysa child, * 7 would never
have put a good man in the den of lions!” = Well, it’s rather
hard to say what you would do if you were a king, and had
a den of licns, and could put people there if you liked. But
at all events you do #4és: you let yourself be led by others
into wrong things which you woufd never have thought. of
alone; nay, not only /ed, but entrapped into them, and thus
fall, not into the lions’ den, but into the clutches of the
“roaring lion that walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour.” Many a boy’s first great act of open sin comes
about in this way. And there is no peace in #%af lion’s
grasp, such as Daniel experienced in the den. What a
wretched night Darius passed! What a wretched night has
many a boy and many a girl passed who has sinnéd through
weakness! To have a good rest one needs a good conscience.

2. But some, like the princes, are strong, fierce, persistent
in their sin. A significant word occurs three times in this
chapter. It is the word ‘ assembied,” verses 6, 11, 15. It
implies tumultuous haste, and is the same word used in Ps.
ii.: “Why do th: heathen rage #’ What raging waves of
wickedness we sometimes have even among our Sunday
scholars! We can but look to Him who “stilleth the noise
of the 'seas, the noise of their waves, and the tumult of the
people.” (Ps. Ixv. 7.) Take the very sin of these princes
—enyy. Matthew Henry well says that we see in this nar-
rative ‘‘the cause of envy, and that is every thing that is
good,” for it was Daniel's goodness that provoked it, (see
Eccles. iv. 4,) and ‘‘the ¢ffct of envy, and that is every -
thing that is bad.” As Solomon says, * Who can stand be-
fore envy?” (Prov. xxvii. 4.)

3. Then we have Danicl, strong in his goodness, or rather
in his God. Wonderful must have been his conduct. To

uote Matthew Henry again: “‘If they could but have found
the mote, the mole hill, of a mistake, it would have been
improved to the beam, the mountain, of an unpardonable
misdemeanor.” Yet they found not even that! Let us seek
to be ‘“‘blameless and harmless, without rebuke, in the midst
of a crooked and perverse generation.” (Phil. ii. 15,) And
then his faith! It was that, as Heb. xi. 33 tells as, which
¢ stopped the mouths of the lions.” Lord, increase osr faith |

But how was his faith fed? What air is to our bodily
life, regular prayer was to his spiritual life. As Cowper
sings— '

¢ Neglecting prayer, we cease to fight;
. Prayer makes the Christian’s armor bright,”

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

1. Dariusthe Mede, then sixty-two years old, is one of the
enigmas of sacred history. Till lately it was the fashion to
identify him with the Cyaxares whom Xenophon introduces,
in the ¢ Cyropazdia,” as the son of Astyages. But in the
great prophecy of Isaiah it is Cyrus that takes Babylon; and
even in Daniel the Persians are the congquerors. Darius is
too old to be identified with Xeqophon’s Cyaxares; and his
father’s name is Ahasueru:, which has no affinity with
Astyages, but which is the very nat§ of Cyaxares, the father
of Astyages. This is but one of many arguments in favor of
identig'ing Darius the Mede with Astyages himself, We -
know that Cyrus treated his dethroned predecessor with the

eatest honor, which he may have carried so far as to yield

im the .outward rank of supreme king during his lifetime.
The testimony of Herodotus, and indeed of his own fate, to
'the wgak charact_er qf Astyages, agrees entirely with the
im: l§1ve and_vacxllatmg conduct of Darius toward Daniel
and his enemies. Some chronological difficulties still re-
main; but, on the whole, it seems most probable that Cyrus
committed the civil government, with the whole royal
authority, to Astyages (Darius,) while he himself was com-
pleting his new conquest, for a period of two years (B.C.
538-536,) and that on the death of Darius he assumed the
sole sovereignty (B.C. 536.)— William Smitk,

2. In this two princi%les are involved: one, the existence
of a settled law or rule by which the king himse]f, theoreti-
cally at any rate, is bound,, and which he cannot alter; the
ogxer, the :3;1;;530!1 under this law OrBru}‘e, of the irrevoca-
bility of a roydl decree or promise. Both of these principles
are recoguized ‘as; Medo-Persic by profane write'rsl.) , Itgms’

slied to Cambyses, one of the most despotic of the Persian
=(Herodotus_ iii. 31,) and Xerxes, son of Darius
ytaspes (Herodotus i. 109-111,)— Razwlissosn. L
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@ur FLoune KoLks.
AT TH£ GATE,

PART L.

€« M AMMA," said Constance, rushing into

the drawing-room, “don’t be angry,
for I'm in such trouble, I can’t think what to
do! I wish I had told youbefore! I'vebeen
so unhappy all day because I let the boy in.
Was it very wrong ?”

“\What boy, my dear?” asked her mother,
looking much puzzled.

“Bert! And, mamma, he has a little sister,
Cissy, and the woman she’s with is angry
when she’s not well enough to go out. Only
think of that, and you’re always so good to
me when the lcast thing is the matter.”

“\Vho are you talking about, Constance?”

“1 don’t like to tell you of the snowdrops,
because 1 know that was so wrong ; but itall
came so suddenly I had not time to think
what I ought todo.”” Then followed the story
of how she had opened the gate for the little
boy who was stealing snowdrops, to save him
from old John's anger.

“1 “suppose you acted from a kind im-
pulse, Constance, but I hope it will not en-
courage him in dishonesty.”

«QOh, I'm sure it won’t, mamma, for I told-

him how God saw him! and I can’t think
he'll do it again, especially when I give him
some snowdrops to take home to Cissy."”

“You were wrong not to tell me at once,
my dear; by keeping the secret all day you
have imprisoned the boy in the cold a need-
lessly long time, and made yourself unhappy.
We must release him at once.”

Accordingly, after a little more consulta-
tion, Constance threw open the door leading
to the garden, and called loudly to Bert to
come in.

The boy peeped cautiously from his nlace
of concealment, and sceing Constance stand-
ing at the door alore, came timidly towards
her.

«Don’t be afraid, Bert,” she said, “no one
will harm you. I've told mamma everything.
She will forgive you for stealing her flowers,
and let you out at the front door, but remem-
ber, you have done very wrong, and I hope
you will never do so again. 1 promised you
snowdrops for Cissy, but it is too dark to
gather them now.  If you will tell me where
she lives, mamma and I will go and sce her
to-morrow, and bring some.”

Bert gave the required address, and ran
joyfully off, glad to get so well out of a dan-
gerous scrape, to tell his adventures to his
little sister, and prepare her for the promised
visit. )

« Oh, Bert,” she said, “you must never go
there to take any more, when they were so
good to you; and I'd like to sce that nice
young lady. I wonder if 'tis truc what she
told you, about God sceing cverything ; may-
be it is; but I suppose he doesn’t trouble
himself to care for poor boys and girls like
us?”

«1 don’t know; you can ask her all that
to-morrow.”

They did not tell old Marthy of the expert-
ed visitors; and the following morning she
went out by herself, grumbling and scolding
because Cissy was not able to accompany
her,

“You may go off with your brother where
you like,” she said, *for you're not worth half
your kecep to me now.”

Cissy cried bitterly for a long time, and
wished she were strong cnough to go about
with Bert, and help him; but how could he
provide for her too, when she was so uscless,
and he, poor boy, often enough hungry him-
self, and with no shelter at night except any
place he could find to creep into.

“Ah!" thought she, “there’s no roomin
the world for me. I wonder why I was born,
for no one cares for me but Bert, and even he
docsn't know what I feel when I'm lying here
all alone, and it’s worse when Marthy comes
in. She's so cross, and says I'm only a bur-
den because 1 can't earn pennies now. If
God sces and knows everything, I'm sure He
must be sorry for me ; but He won't help me,
becausc I have donc many things to make
Him angry.”

While these reflections were passing through
the mind of the lonely child a gentle knock
was heard at the door, and presently a lady
and little girl entered the room.

“Are you Cissy ?" asked a pleasant voice,
but there was no reply, for though the child
had been longing for the arrival of her visitors,
she had not a word to say now that they had
really come, but felt inclined to hide her face
in the old blanket which covered her. Con-
stance drew ncar, however, and holding up a
fresh bunch of snowdrops, said, “Bert told me
you liked flowers, so I brought you a few.”

Then Cissy burst out crying. “I'm so
sorry,” she said, between her sobs, “that he
took them out of your garden; he told me
how good you were 1o him, and how you for-
gave him.”

“Don’t cry, poor child,” replied the lady.
“ We forgave your brother because God for-
gives-us all so much, and-loves us. He loves
you, Cissy.”

«Docs He see me as I lie here, and is he
sorry for me?”

“Yes, and He sent us with the flowers and
these nice things.”

As constance spoke she opened her basket,
and brought out some tempting food for the
sick child, and a few juicy oranges, refreshing
to parched feverish lips.

“You sec, mamma, it wasall true what Bert
told us,” said Constance, as soon as they had
left the house; “and now how can we help
Cissy ?”

“1 fear she is very ill, poor child, but it
scems to me the best plan would be to try
and gain admittance for her to a children’s
hospital, where she would receive proper care
and nourishment.”

Very soon this arrangement was proposed
and carried out, for old Martha made no ob-
jection to parting with the child, now that
she was of no further use. Little Cissy wasa
long while ill and suffering, but during this
sad time Bert was allowed to sec her occasion-
ally; and she liked to tell him how plcasant
and comfortable everything seemed here, and
how she knew now that God had not only
seen, but loved her, when she used to cry all
day’in the loncly room, thinking no fricnd
was near. There were many pretty treasures
also to display to her brother, for Constance,
who was a frequent visitor, brought flowers,
picture-books,” and a doll which she had
dressed expressly for the sick child.

At length, after careful nursing, Cissy was
sufficiently recovered to be removed to the
country, where health and strength gradually
returned, and she is learning many ways of
making herself usefut in the future, when she
looks forward to living with her brother, and
helping him to get on. Years are passing,
and her hopes seem likely to be recalised.

Bert—no longer a poor ragged boy, trying
to live as he can—has now obtained a good
situation, in which he is respected by his em-
ployers, and remarkable amongst his com-
panions for honesty and truthfulness.

“Cissy,” he often says, “I have never for-
gotten Miss Constance's words about the
All-sceing eye of God, on that day when she
opened a new life before me, as 1 stood a poor
frightened boy, trembling ‘at the gate.”

S.T.A.R.

WHAT IS IMPOSSIBLE. ~

“ Y BELIEVE everything 1 am told,” said
the Caterpillar, with as grave a face as
if it were a fact.

“Then T'll tell you something clse,” cried
the Lark: “you will onc day be a butterfly.”

“ Wretched bird !" exclaimed the Caterpil-
lar; “you jest with my inferiority. Goaway !
I will listen to you no more.”

“1 told you you would not believe me,” said
the Lark, nettled in his turn.

“1 believe everything I amtold; thatis’—
and she hesitated—* everything that is reason-
able. But to tell me that butterflies’ eggs are
caterpillars, and that caterpillars leave off
crawling, and get wings, and become butter-
flies!—Lark, you are too wise to believe such™
nonsense yourself, for you know it is impos-
sible.”

“I know no such thing,” said the Lark
warmly. “Whether I hover over the corn-
ficlds of earth, or go up into the depths of the
sky, I see so many wonderful things; I know
no reason why there should not be more. O
Caterpillar, it is because you crawl, because
you never get beyond your cabbage-leaf, that
you call anything impossible.”’

. “Nonsensc !" shouted the Caterpillar. “1
know what's possible and what'’s not possible
as well as you do.  Look at my long green
body and these endless legs, and then talk to
me about having wings and a painted feath-
ery coat! Fool—"

“ And fool you!” cried the indignant Lark.
*“ Fool, to attempt to reason about what you
cannot understand ! Do you not hear how my
song swells with joy as I soar upward to the
mysterious wonder-world beyond 2 O Cater-
pillar! what comes to you from there, receive,
as I do, upon trust.”

“How am I to Iearn that ?” asked the Cat-
erpillar.

At that moment she felt something at her
side. She looked around—eight or ten little
caterpillars were moving about. They had
broken from the butterfly’s eggs! Shame and
amazement filled our green friend's heart, but
joy soon followed; for asthe first wonder was
possible, the second might be so too. And
the Caterpillar talked all the rest of her life
to her relations about the time when she
should bea butterfly.—~MRS.GATTY: Paradles
Jrom Nature,

“I Was glad when they said unto me, let
us goup to the house of the Lord,”
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ROLLESTON HOUSE,

186 JOHN ST., TORONTO. BOARDING & DAY
SCHOOL. MRS. NEVILLE.
Spring Term commences in April.

N EW BOOKS.

BRIGHTER THAN THE SUN; or, Christ
the Light of the World. A Life of our Lord
for the Young. ByF]. R, Macduff, D.D..... $3 o0
ABRAHAM THE FRIEND OF GOD. A
Studydfrlo)kald];I‘eBtzment History. By J.
Oswald Dykes, D.D......ccoeceennns PR Y
THE CHRISTIAN’S HERITAGE, and other
Sermons. By the late Melancthon W, Jaco-
Dy seeecsinisntecisostitiaiiiiiian T
snbfﬁgrnnoms ON THE INTERNA.
TIONAL S.S. LESSONS, 1878, By Revs.
M. A.Peloubet.................. 12

25

F.N. and
SERMONS ON THE INTERNATIONAL

S.S.b LESSONS for 1878, By the Monday
[ P T PPN I
BERNARDINO O§HINO OF SIENA, A
Contribution towards the History of the Re-
formation, By Karl Beurath.............. 2 00
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THE REV. WM.
ARNOT, with Memoir by his Daughter.
Second Edition...... T N 2 50
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF THOMAS GUTH-
RIE, D.D., with Memoir by his Sons. Popu-3
MEMOLR OF NORMAN MACLEOD, D5, * **
’ - .
By his Brother, Rev. Donald Macleod.
CKG& Edition...oocoverisraeieans onnion 1
LETTERS OF THOMAS ERSKINE OF
LINLATHEN. Edited by Wm. Hanna,
D.D, 2volsic.cciranaanas terariiiieaenas 4 50

Post paid at prices quoted,

JOHN YOUNG,
U. C. Tract Society,
102 Yonge Street.

’ C;ENTS WANTED FOR

THE ILLUSTRATED
UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

A Clear and Concise History of all Nations,
Commenciug with the Earliest Periods and ending
with the most recent Important Events, including
The Turco-Russian WaRr, The Admimistration of
President Hayes, &c. 3 Books IN OnE. Low price,
quick sales, extra terms. Acddress,
J. C. McCurdy & Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

SHEET MUSIC

e AT ==

HALF-PRICE!

S. BRAINARD'S SoNs desire to call theattention of
music buyers throughout the country to their new
and extensive

Special Catalogue of Sheet Music,

which embraces thousands of Beautiful, Standard
and popular Pieces of VocAL AND INSTRUMENTAL
Music, which they offer at

One-half Retail Price!

Copies of this Special Catalogue will be mailed
free to any address. No Teacher, Musician, or
Music Buyer should fail to send for our Special
Catalogue of Cheap Music.

S. BRAINARD'S SONS,
Music Publishers, Cleveland, O.

OBINSON & KENT,

(Late Duggan & Robinson.)

BARRISTERS-AT-LAW, ATTORNEYS,
SOLICITORS, CONVEYANCERS, ETC.

OFFiCE i— Provincial Assuvance Buildings, Court
Street, Toronto.

J. G. ROBINSON, M.A. HERBERT A. E. KENT.

M. MACDONALD, BAR-

s RISTER, ATTORNEY, SOLICITOR,

Conveyancer, etc.—OFFICE: 5 Millichamp’s Build-
ings, 3t Adelaide Street East, Toronto, Ont.

GORDON & HELLIWELL,
Architeets and Civil Engineers,

23 Scott Street, Toronto.

A GENTS WANTED FOR
Stanley’s New Book,
“Through the Dark Continent.”

Giving a record of his Travels, Explorations, Im-
portant Discoveries, and Thrilling Adventures on his
recent perilous journey through Africa. Ilustrated
with numerous Engravings and Maps from photo-
graphs and sketches by the author. In one large
octavo volume, The most interesting and attractive
book ever offered to Agents.

Send for circulars. Address, .
J. B. MAGURN, Publisher, Toronto.

gTANTON & VICARS,

b PHOTOGRAPHERS,
47, 49, & 51 King Street West.

Sunday School and Choir Groups given special at-
tention.

Our arrangements are such as to enable us to pro-
cure Robes, Gowns, and Hoods for the use of the
clergy, and the usual discount to every denomination.

JAMES THOMSON,

IMPORTER AND DEALER IN

WALLPAPERS & STATIONERY.,
Calcimining, Painting, Glazing, Paper Hang-
ing and Tinting done to order.

Country orders promptly attended to.
36¢ YVonge St., Toronto, P.O. Address Box 185.

R . MERRYFIELD,
PRACTICAL BOOT & SHOE MAKER,

THE OLD STAND,

190 YONGE STREET.
Order Work a Specialty.

WILLIAM DIXON,

Manufacturer of

FINE CARRIAGES,

63 & 65 Adelaide St. West, Toronto,
Next door to Grand’s Horse Bazaar.

GORMLEY,
‘VHpLESA_LE AND RETAIL

FAMILY GROCER/

North East Corner Jarvis and Duke Streets,
Toronto,

A choice siock of Groceries and Provisions always
on hand at reasonable prices for Cash. Fine Teasa
P f‘ y. City housekeepers will always find choice
ots of

Roll and Tub Butter

from which to select.

The highest market price paid for good Butter and
fresh Eggs.

CANADA

Stained Glass Works,

Established 1856.

Ecclesiastical and Domestic Stained Glass Win-
dows executed in the best style. .

4
Banners and Flags Painted to Order.

JOSEPH McCAUSLAND,

Proprietor

8 King St. WesT, TorONTO.

’I‘HE PEOPLE'SFAVORITE,

THE OLD ESTABLISHED
Cooks’ Friend Baking Powder,
PURE, HEALTHY, RELIABLE,
Manufactured only by

W. D. McCLAREN,
Retailed Everywhere. 55 & 57 College St.

Acoustics and Ventilation a specialty.
H. B. GORDON, GRANT HELLIWELL,

STABLISHED A.D. 1869.
ONTARIO STEAM DYE WORKS
blishmen

lothes Cleaning Estal b, 334 YONGE S,
"I‘lgc():u?ro. Feathers cleaned, dyed, m’ﬁ‘ curl:tf. ’

THOMAS SQUIRE, Proprietor.

[ STABLISHED 1854,
A. McDONALD,

Renovator and Dyer

Of Gentlemen's Wearing Apparel,
4 ALBERT ST., corner of James, TORONTO.

PRENTICE,
‘MERCHANT: TAILOR,

* 57 YONGE ST, TQRONTO,.

WM. H. SPARROW,

Importer and Dealer 1
House Furnishing Goods,

| Dealer and Jobber in Perambulators, Illumnati

& Lubricating Oils, Lamps, Chandeliers, and
kinds of Kerosene Goods, manufacturer of Water
Filters, Refrigerators, and every description of Tin,
Sheet Iron and Copper Ware. olverhampton
House, No. 87 Yonge St., Toronto.

TO CLERGYMEN.

Marriage Certificates
Neatly printed on fine paper in Blue, Gold & Carmine.

Mailed to any address, postage prepaid, at so cts.
PER DOZEN ; or 25 for $1.00.

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
S Jordan Sireet, Toronto,

A TKINSON'S
PARISIAN TOOTH PASTE

FOR CLEANSING THE TEETH.
SOLD AT ALL DRUG STORES.

IMPORTANT NOTICE.
" KENT BROS.
Celebrated Spectacles

THAT NEVER TIRE THE EYE.

Parties who use Spectacles should be careful to get
them properly suited to their sigbt, as many get their
eyesight ruined by wearing Spectacles improperly
fitted. By using our

"PATENT SPECTACLES’ INDICATOR

we are able to fit with the first pair, saving the annoy-
ance of irritating the eye.

IMPORTERS OF

‘Watches, Clocks, Jewellery, etc.,

KENT BROS.,

166 YONGE STREET TORONTO.

MACHINE OILS!

The firm of McColl, Stock, & Anderson has been
dissolved by mutual consent, and their business is
continued by us, their successors, who are to pay all
the liabilities and collect all the debts of the late firm.

Our oil works, situated on the Don River, at the
foot of Gerrard Street, with their manufacturing
capacities and warehouses, have been recently im-
proved and enlarged, and we are now fully compe-
tent to supply promptly the wants of our numerous
customers throughout the Provinces. We continue
to furnish all the

Popular Trade Brands of

MACHINERY OILS!

sold by the late firm, and satisfaction 1s guaranteed
as hereto in every ship Price lists, etc., on
application.

McCOLL, BROS., & CO.,
succrssorsTo McCOLL, STOCK, & ANDERSON,

No. 11 Adelaide Street East, near the P.O.,
Toronto.
[ ]

ALEXANDER & STARK,
STOCK BROKERS,

(Members of the Toronto Stock Exchange.)

LOANS MADE

AKRD

Existing Mortgages Purchased.

Orders for sale or purchase of

STOCKS, SHARES, &c.,

promptly attended to.

Eguity Chambers, Corner Adelaide and
Victoria Styeets,

USE A BINDER.

Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of Tur
PRESBYTERIAN in good condition, and have them at
hand for reference, should use a binder. We can
send by mail,

A Strong Plain Binder for 75 Cts.,
POSTAGE PRE-PA]D.

These binders have been made expressly for THE
PRESBYTERIAN, and are of the best manufacture.
The papers can be placed in the binder week by
week, thus keeping the file pl Address,

OFFICE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN.
Fordan Street, Toronto.

E XTRAORDINARY,
Wonderful, & Val'uable Medical Work.

Sufferers from Nervous Debility, from an cause,
should read the book entitled f)lsuszsyor THE
Nervous SysTeM, Price $1. Gold Medal has been

rded the author. An illustrated hlet —a
::wa:vel of art and beauty—SENT FREE, W
W. H. PARKER, No. 4 Bullfinch Stooes,, Bos

HE
GUELPH MERCURY

Is one of the largest, most V{idelg‘circulated and ably
conducted papers in Ontario. The Weekly edition
hasa ’

Circulation of 5,000!

being the largest of any gaper in the Province outside
the cities. e Daily edition has a

Circulation. of 1,000!

Since the “ Mercury” has appeared in its new
dressit is the handsomest sheet in the country,

Subscription to the Daily, $4.00; To the Weekly
$1.50 a year in advance. .

Advertising Rates Moderate.

INNES & DAVIDSON,
Proprietors,

JUST PUBLISHED
THE PRESBYTERIAN

YEAR BOOK

~— FOR THE —

‘| Dominion of Canada & Newfoundland

For 1878.

FOURTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION.

——

PRICE 25 CENTS.

—

CONTENTS
CALENDAR,

WHAT 1s PRESBYTERIANISM : Answer by Dr. Blaikie
—Answer by Dr, Cairns.

THE FirsT GENERAL PRESBYTERIAN COUNCIL—
List of Deleg and A Pr di
Results.

PRESBYTERIANISM AND LITERATURE : By Rev. Mr,
Murray—A Parcel of Blue Books, by the Editor—
The Office of the Ruling Elder in the Apostolic
Church, by Dr. Proudfoot—Presbyterian Litera-
ture for Canada, by Prof. Gregg.

HISTORY oF CONGREGATIONS : St. Andrew's, King»
ston, by Miss Machar—St. James’, Charlottetown,
by Rev. Thos. Duncan,

PioNEERS OF OUR CHURCH ;: By Miss Machar.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA: Officers,
Boards and Committees, Rolls of Synods and
P_resb{:eries«—Alphabetical List of Ministers—For-
eign Missionaries—Retired Ministers, Preachers
and Probationers—Church Work for the Vear—
Home Missions—Foreign Missions—Theological
Colleges— French Evangelization—Sabbath School
—Sabbath Observance—State of Religion—
The “‘ Record "—Widows'—Aged Ministers —Sta-
tistics — Personal — Financial — “The Honoured
Dead”—Presbytery of Pictou in connection with
the Church of Scotland-~Presbyterian Church of

ada in connection with the Church of Scotland
——P_msbgery of Stamford in connection with the
United Presbyterian Church of North America—
Presbytery of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia in
connection with the Reformed Presbyterian Church
in Ireland—Eastern Presbytery in connection with
the General Reformed Presbyterian Synod, North
America.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA : Presbg'terian Church (North)—Press
byterian Church (South)—United Pres yterian
Church—Reformed Church éDuxch)-—Reformed
Church (German)— Welsh hurch — Reformed
Presbyterian Church N.A. (General Synod—Re-
formed Presbyterian Church—Cumberland Presby-
terian Church—Associate Reformed Church(South,*

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN EurorE—Scotland
Established Church—United Presbyterian Church
—Free Church—Reformed Presbyterian Church—-
United Original Secession Church.—Ireland ¢
Irish Presbyterian Church—Reformed Presbyter-
ian Church of Ireland.—England: Presbyterian
Church, England—Welsh Presbyterian Church.—
Germany : ieformed Church in_ Bentheim and
Friesland—Free Evangelical of Germany.—Swit.
zerland ; Establishedand Free Churches —France;
Reformed and Free Churches.—Holland: The
National and Reformed Churches,—Belgium ; Free
Church,—Italy: Evangelical Vaudois Church—
Free Church of Italy.— Hun ary: Reformed
Church.—Bohemia: Bohemian gPres. Church.—
Moravia ; Reformed Church..~Russia: Reformed
Church,—Spain : Spanish Christian Church,

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN BRITISH COLONIES
Australia : Presbyterian Church of Victoria—Pres-
byterian Church of New South Wales—$: of
Eastern Australia—Presbyterian Church, Queens-
land—Presbyterian Church of Tasmania— sby-
terian Church of South Australis,—New Zealand :
Preshyterian Church.—Africa: Pres. Church in
South’ Africa—The Reformed (Free) Church—The
Dutch Reformed Church. — Other Colonial
Churches.

SumMARY oF StaTisTics: Continent of Europe—
United Kingdom—United States—British Colonies
—Grand Total.

Mailed post free on receipt of price,

PUBLISHED By '
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
5 Jordan Street, Toronto.
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N OTICE ‘
TO MEMBERS OF ASSEMBLY.

The following Railways will carry Members of
Assembly at the rate of ONE AND A THIRD FARE for
the double journey, viz.: Grand Trunk; Great West-
ern; Canada Southern; Midland Railway; Hamilton
and North Western; Toronto and Nipissing; St
Lawrence and Ottawa. The Northern, and the To-
ronto,Grey and Bruce will give the' pr.wﬂe§e only on
condition that fifteen bers, ve of inlnisters
having permanent certificates, shall travel over their
lines.  Noreply is as yet rgceived from the Brock-
ville and Ottawa and Canada Central. The Inter-
colonial will give return tickets free to those who pay
full fare to Rivier du Loup, return tickets to be got on
presenting certificate of attendance at Assembly,

The Richelieu ad Ontario Navigation, Company
will give return tickets to members, and to their
wives travelling with them, at reduced rates, the fare
from Montreal to Hamilton and return being $15.75;
from Prescott to Hamilton and return, $11,00; and
corresponding rates for other places.

Certificates signed by Rev %V Reid are necessary
for all the lines. These will be forwarded as soon as
possible.

Great delay and inconvenience result from the
omission of Presbytery Clerks to send the names and
addresses of members, Those Clerks who have not
yet forwarded these, are requested to doso as soonas

ible.
possible W. REID, -
Drawer 2567.

Toronto, 13th May, 1878.

ENERAL ASSEMBLY.—

Commiissioners to the General Assembly will
lease intimate to the Committee at Hamilton on or
gefore Saturday, 1st June, their intention to be pres-
ent at the Assembly, that homes may be provided for
them. Address JAMEs WALKER, Convener of Re-
ception Committee.
Hamilton, 14th May, 1878,

EETING OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE

Presbyterian Church in Canada.

The Fourth Session of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada will be opened in the

CITY OF HAMILTON,
vand within the Central Church there, on

WEDNESDAY, 12th JUNE NEXT,

AT 7.30 P.M.

Presbytery Clerks will please forward rolls, so as
to be in the hands of the Clerks of General Assembly
at least cight days before the meeting. .

Reports of ordinations, induction,. licensures,
deaths, demissions and deposi within the several
Synods, should be sent by their respective Clerks, so
as to be in the hands of élcrks of Assembly at least
eight days before the meeting.

All papers for the Assembly should reach the hands
of Clerks of Assembly at least eight days before the

1d have

1

R. WALKER & SONS

are showing a very superior assortment of

Gents Summer Clothing

manufactured by themselves from Cloths imported
direct from Europe.
GENTS BLACK DRESS SUITS, from - $12
GENTS BLK. SUM'ER CLOTH SUITS from $5
GENTS ALPACA DUSTERS, from - - 2,
GENTS TWEED TRAVELINGSUITS from $g.
CLOTHING TO ORDER in any style desired.
Four first-class Cutters constantly employed.
Clergymen allowed 10 per cent. discount on -
sonal wear, GOODS SOLD FOR CASH ONLY.

THE GOLDEN LION,
33 o 37 KING ST. EAST

ENERAL AS-

SEMBLY.

Delegates to the General As-
sembly to be held in Hamilton
in June, and who may be pass-
ing through Toronto, if requir-
ing

Clothing or Furnishings

will find it to their interest to
visit our Clothing House.

A special discount of ro per
cent. will be given off all pur-
chases.

R. J. Hunter & Co.,
Merchant Tailors,
Cor. KING & CHUXCH STRERTS,
' ;l‘ORONTO.

meeting. | .
Th‘en(&,onveners of Standing Committees ;
their reports ready to hand to the Committee on Bills
and Overtures at the second sederunt of the General

Assembly.
Rolls and other documents should be addressed to
Rev. Dr. Reid (Drawer 2567), Toronto.

WILLIAM REID

4 Clerks of
. H. MACKERRAS, }
W, FRAGER. Gen. Assem.

LOWER STANDS,

A LARGE VARIETY CHEAP!

TORONTO WIRE WORKS,
116 King Street West,

W. H. RICE,
Another battle on high pric-
PIANO es. Warwith mongpolistsORGAN
senewed. Sece Beatty's latest Newspaper for Tl repiy_
sent free. Before buying Piano or Organ read
nty latest civewlar. Beatty's celebrated Planos and
, Organs, deautiful instruments! Challenge compar-
json! Rivals are jealous of my success! Most suc-
cessful house in America! Commenced a few years
ago without a dollar, sales mow nearEly $2,000,000
annually. Lowest pricesevergiven. Zlegant Rose-
awood Pianos $1335, 16-stop Church Organs $11s.
Tremendous bargains now ready. Address DANIEL

W AR F. Blun“-rv, nggif“i{{gwm N. J., W AR

Golden H ours

FOR THE YOUNG.

——

A BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Sunday School Paper,

PUBLISHED MONTHLY,

14 15 sure to prove a great favourite with the chil-
dren of

CANADIAN SABBATH.SCHOOLS

P

C. BLACKETT ROBINSON,
No, 5 Fordan Sirest, Toront

1878. 1878.
NOW SHOWING

LATEST DESIGNS IN

Brussels and Tapestry

CARPETS

DRAWING ROOM, DINING ROOM, PARLOR,
BEDROOMS, LIBRARY, HALLS, &c.

OILCLOTHS.

Without exception the FINEST SELECTION in the city,

Parties before buying should call and inspect the
stock and get prices.

WILLIAM GORDON,
134 YONGE ST.

10 per cent. discount to Clergymen.

'I‘HE ONTARIO

Wedding Cake Manufactory.

All kinds of Wedding Supplies,
JELLIES, CREAMS, ICES, JELLIED MEATS,
WEDDING & COSTUME COSSACQUES.
Silver & Cutlery for hire, Evening Parties supplied.

HARRY WEBB,
Opposite-the Fire Hall.

483 Yonge 3t.
BRIGHT ANNEALED AND
COPPERED STEEL SPRING,

WI B at low rates.

A, C. LESLIE & CO.,
MONTREAL.

N ERVOUSNESS. .

Dr. Cularier’s Specific, or French Remedy,
Jor Nervous Debility, etc.,

Attended with any of the following symptoms:—
Deranged Digestion; Loss of Appetite ; Loss of
Flesh ; Fitful, %ervous, or Heavy Sleep; Inflamma-
tion or Weakness of the Kidneys; Troubled Breath-
ing; Failure of Voice; Irregular Action of the
Heart-; Eruptions on the Face and Neck ; Headache;
Affections of the Eyes; Loss of Memory; Sudden
Flushings of Heat and Blushings; General Weak-
ness an
gholy, e::d )
ents, persons
MENTAL AcTivity,
valuable. i

Indolence ; Aversion to Society; Melan.
Clergymen, Physicians, Lawyers,’ Stu.
whose pursuits involve great

will find this tion ‘most
Prwse' 1: 8ix Packets ?or's_e._., Add

ORDER YOUR

COAL

FROM

SNARR'S

SONSH

45 YONGE ST.

OAL AND WOOD.

On hand, a full assortment or all descriptions Coal

and Wood, which I will deliver to any part of the
city

At Lowest Rates.

Orders left at Yard—corner of Bathurst and Front

Streets, Yonge Street Dock, or Office—&1 King St.
East, will be

ﬁompty attended to.

P. BURNS.

ress
i , Toronto.  (Sole
the al ;Chems;.s ( ’

\\/ BELL & CO’S

Feerless Centennial

Silver Medal

ORGANS!

UNEQUALLED FOR

Purity of Tone & Finish.

EVERY iNSTRUMENT WARRANTED

FOR FIVE YEARS.

ADDRESS,

\W. BELL & (o,

GUELPH, CANADA.

ENEELY
M & COMPANY,

BELL FOUNDERS, WEST TROY, N.Y

Fifty years established. CHurcu BrrLs and

CHiMEs, Acapemy, FAcTorY BELLS, etc., Improved
Patent Mountings, Catalogues free. No agencies.

A BUCKEYE BELL FOTNDRY.
R 8a Eatablished in 1637

perior Belis of g?et and
Iﬂoun‘ord with the b?a Scota g
J

ry Hang-
for Cl mu?hm
'actorics, Court Houses, Fire m
Tower Clocks, Chimass, aic.
‘Warran!
Tllustrated Catalogue sent Froo..

VANDUREN & TIFE,
103454104 Rast Sucond St.,Ciocianatl,

‘!Manufac‘mreta su_&
. attention given to CHUrcH BrLLs,

1,-Fire-
od. w i N X
B mmear ﬁ:\umﬂng 0.,

MV ENEELY & KIMBERLY, |35

BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N.Y.,

rior quality of Bells, Special

.. Ilustrated Catalogue sent free.

PRESBYTERIAN

PRINTING

PUBLISHING HOUSE,
5 JORbAN STREET,

TORONTO, ONT.

NEW TYPES

‘v

.

AND

NEW PRESSES

Attention is invited to the superior facili-
ties possessed by the undersigned for the
expeditious filling of orders for

BOOK

PAMPHLET

& MUSIC

.

PRINTING

AT FAIR PRICES,

i

and in the

Best Style of the 'Aljt.

Call on, or address,

1 Onl
ofe of the BEST

2,000,000

9
n Eastern Nebraska now for sale, T
DX’ 3 ST

| B0 e DAL



