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The

Thome Study Quarterly.

Vol. V.

October, November, December, 1898.

No. 4.

For o Register of attendance, etc., during
B the quarter, to be kept by the scholar, see
d page 126. TFor an Order of Service, page 99.

This QuarTERLY is for help in studying the
3 S. S. lesson at home, not for taking to school.
# Use your Bible both at home and in Sabbath
# school, that you may become better acquaint-
B ed with that best guide book of life.

& Duir 1oune PEOPLE,

§ Thisis the last Quamrrriy for the yeor.
& On your behalf, and my own as well, I wish to
B thank all those who have kindly assisted in
® preparing your Lesson Helps for 1898,

g For o year our paths have run together.
B Have we all tried to give and get all the good
B\ that was possible ? My opportunity is past,
® for this QUARTERLY is finished. You have yet
o o quarter of the year to profit by. Ask God
¥ to make the lessons of this Quarter helpful to
@ you, for when it is ended it will never come
§ sgain.

i Our wecks and years are passing. God
 puts a great deal of real good into them,
B May weseek to get much real good out of
them and into ourselves ; so that when our
{ weeks and years are ended, and God looks
B over the use we have made of them, he may be
i 5o well pleased that for Christ’s sake he will
B sy to each one of us, © Well done.”

8  Beginning with the first Quarter of next
¥ year our S.8. Lesson Helps will be published
i in Toronto. On the outside back cover you
3 will see the notice of it.

That all our S. 8. scholurs and their S.S.
Helps may have a very pleasant and profitable
1899 together, is the earnest wish of

Your Friend,
E. Scorr.

——

OUR LESSONS, PAST AND FUTURE.

i Qur lessons fox this Quarter are of the same
8 kind as those of last Quarter, the study of

the life of 'a nation,—not the same nation as

~ last Quarter, but asister nation, or rather the

other half of the same nation,

The people of Israel divided into two na-
tions =t the death of Solomon, about 937 B.C.
Last Qnarter we studied the history of the ten
tribes, called the Kingdom of Israel, until
they were taken captive, 722, B. C., never to
return, and their country filled by the King
of Assyria with heathen people.

This Quarter we study the history of the
other part of the nation, the Kingdom of
Judah, until they were taken captive, 696-586
B.C., by the King of Babylon.

As the lessons are of the same kind as those
of last Quarter, please remember what was
said in last Quarterly about the' study of
Saripture History.

You study history in schools, but this is the
study of history from another standpoint. In
your schools you study the sayings and do-
ings of men only, in their dealings with one
another. Here you have history, with
God’s part init as well as man’s part, show-
ing his sayings and doings as well as those of
men.

Studying history during the week is like
looking at a clock ; you simply see the hands
go round. Studying history in these Sab-
bath school lessons is like looking inside the
clock and seeing what makes the bands go
round.

One thing that impresses us is the very
large part that God has in history. Heis the
chief one init.

In this study of history with God in it; we
must remember that he is always the same.
He may not do the same things at one time as
at another, but he always works on the saine
| principles. We know that what he is pleased

with, and favors, at one time, he will be pleas-
| ed with and will favor at another time. This
it is that makes these Scripture history lessons
helpful to us, showing us how to live so that
God may be pleased with us.

‘We learn here, too, that the favor of God is
more than all else. A country may have a
great many other things, but if it have not
the favor of God it will come to grief. If it
have his favor then it will bea prosperous,
happy, land.

We know from these lessons what kind of a
country we should have in order to have God
pleased with it ; and we learn what our duty
+is in trying to make our country one that
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God will favor, We should put down all
that is wrong in our lawe, and in the
carrying ou! of these laws ; and should make
it our one inquiry, in matters belonging
to our country, '‘ Will God be pleased with
it

Especially should we do this at the present
time, when the question of Prohibition is be-
fore the country. God cannot be pleased with
our country for having a share in the drink
traffic and its profits. Cannot each scholar do
something to lead some to vote at the coming
Plebiscite against having & share in the drink
traffic? All who donot vote against that traffic
are responsible for its continuance.

SOME FACTS AND THOUGHTS ABOUT OUR LES-
‘SONS FOR THE TWO QUARTERS.

1. While Solomon lived, the taxes had been
very heavy, to support the great splendor of
his government. The people of Jerusalem and
Judah &id not object to the heavy taxes, be-
cause the money was all spent among them ;
but the ten tribes, who lived in the north of
the country, who had to pay most of the
money, but who seldom saw the splendor or
goti any of the money spent in their part of
the country, were growing more dissatisfied
every year.

They bore with it while Solomon lived, but
when Rehoboam, Solomon’s son, came fo the
throne, they met and told him that if he did
not make their taxes lighter they would not
serve him. You remember his foolish answer
and how they rebielled against him and chose
a king of their own, and how they were henoe-
forth two nations, Israel and Judah,somefimes
at war against each other, and each going far-
ther and farther astray from God.

He bore with Israel 215 years, and then,
722 B.C., gave them into the hand of the King
of Assyria, who carried them away captive,
and settled strangers in their land. He bore
with Judah 350 years, and then, 606-586 B.C.,
came the carrying away into Babylon, in
Ahree snccessive earryings, 606, 598, 586,

From this,;some of them were sent back by
{Cyrus, 70 years later, .536, to rebuild the oity

.and temple, and tp live thereagain as a nation
until Christ came.

In the 215 yepus of Tarael’s history as a sep-
arate nation, they had nineteon kings, be-
Jonging to nipe different dynasties or fam-
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ilies, new leaders continually starting up,
killing the old ones, and seizing the govem-
ment.

In the 359 years of Judah’s history as & sep-
arate nation, they had the same number of
kings, nineteen, and one queen. The Kkings
all belonged to one dynasty or family, the
royal line of David, showing that there was a
great deal more respect for law and order in
Judah than in Jsrael.

While this geparation was due to Reho-
boam's foolishness, we read that it was of God,
1 Kings 12: 24. He wished to keep the nation
to himself. The Northern tribes were more
inclined to idolatry, and Judah, with the ten-
ple in their midst, would not be so liable to
wander when by themselves.

We see, too, that the ten tribes when separ-
ated went faster and farther into sin, and wers
given up by God as hopeless, more than a cen-
tury before Judah was carried into captivity.
This would serve as a warning, an object les.
son, to Judah, and make them more care-
ful.

One thing that God did fo keep the people
from leaving him and worshipping idols, was
to send prophets to warn them against idolatry.
Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, and many others did
all they could, but often they paid little atten-
tion to God’s messengers.

THE LESSONS FOR THIS QUARTER.

They cover the story of Judah, nearly three
and a half centuries, beginning with the divi-
sion of the Kingdom, 937 B. C., and ending
with the ¢‘carrying away into Babylon,?’ 606-
586 B.C.

There are some Lessons in the Quarter that
speak of the Messiah’s Kingdom. Itis more
fitting b0 have these in connection with Judah ‘B8
than with Israel, for the Messiah was of the
tribe of Judah. God wished to keep them &
as pure as possible until the Messiah came;
and to that end he first separated the ten
tribes which bhad sucha strong tendency to
idolatry, and. then he sent Judah into captiv-
ity for seventy years, bringing back only the
best of them to preserve the Kingdom till
Christ sheuld come.

Even then, though they never relapsed into 38
idolatry after their return from captivity, they
became very proud and formal, and when WM
Christ came they put him to death.



- AN ORDER OF SERVICE.

I. OPENING EXERCISES.

1. Singing.

2. Prayor.

3. Singing.

4. Responsive Reading, of a passage selected by
the Superintendent.

II. LEssON SERVICE.

1. Teachers with their classes.
2. Desk Review.

3. Prayer.

4. Singing.

IIL. CrosiNG EXERCISES.

1. Distribution of Looks, papers, gathering of
class offerings.

2. Notices.

3. Closing hiymm, prayer or benediction.

STUDIES IN THE HISTORY OF JUDAH.
Lessons for the Quarter,

I. Qct. 2—Reformation under Asa.—
2 Chro. 14:2-12. Commitvs. 2-5. Read 2 Chr.
Chaps. 14,15,16. Golden Text—*‘ Help us, O
Lord our God, for we rest on Thee.” 2 Chro.
14:11,

2. Oct. 9—Jehoshaphat's Good Reign
~2 Chron. 17: 1-10. Commit vs. 3-6. Read
1Xings 14: 21 to 16:34. Qolden Texi—‘‘In
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths.” Prov. 3: 6.

3. QOct. 16—The Temple Repaired.—
2 Chr. 84:4-13. Commit vs. 9-11. Read 2 Ki.
Chaps. 11, 12. Golden ZTeat—‘“And the
men did the work faithfully,’”” 2 Chro. 34:12.

4. Oct. 23—lsaiah Called to Service—
Isaiah 6:1-13, Comimit vs.5 8. Read Ezek.
Chaps. 2,8. Golden Text—*‘I heard the voice of
the Lord, saying, Whom shall T send, and who
will go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send
me,’? Jsa. 6:8.

8. Oct 30—Messiah’s Kingdom Fore-
told—Ysaiah 11:1-10. Commit vs. 2-4. Read

Chap. 2; also 4: 2-4; 9: 1.7,  Qolden Text—
*“The earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” Isa.
11: 9.

6. Nov. 6—Hezekiah’s Creat Pass-
over.—2 Chro. 30:1-13, Commit vs. 10-13,
Compare 2 Chron. 35:1-19. Golden Text—
“Yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter
into his sanctuary.”’ 2 Chron. 30:8.

7. Nov.13—The Assyrian Invasion.~
2 Kings 19:20-22, 28-37. Commit vs, 32-34.
Read the chapter, and Psalms 46 and 48.
Golden Text—** God is our refuge and strength,
& very present help in frouble.” Pea. 46:1,

8. Nov. 20—Manasseh’s Sinand Re-
pentance—2 Chron. 33: 9-16. Cemmit vs,
12, 13. Read 2 Chron. 33. Golden Text—*‘If
we confess our sins, He is faithful-and just to
forgive vs our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness,” 1 John 1:9.

9. Nov. 27—Temperance Lesson—
Proverbs 4:10-19. Commit vs. 14, 15. Read
the Chapter. Golden Text—* My son, if sin-
ners entice thee, consent thowr not.>" Prov. 1:
10.

10. Dec. 4—The Book of the Law
Found.—2 Kings 22: 8-20. Commit vs. 19.
Read 2 Chro. 34. Golden Text—* Blessed are
they that keep His testimonies, and seek Him
with the whole heart.”” Ps, 119:2.

. Dec. 11—Trylng to Destroy Cod’s
Word.—Jeremiah 36:20-32 Commit vs. 32.
Read Jeremiah 36. Golden Text—*The word
of our God shall stand forever.” Isa. 40:8.

{2. Dec. 18—The Captivity of Judah.—
Jeremiah 52:1-11. Commit vs. 9-11. Read
2 Kings 25, and Jeremish 8  Golden
Text- ¢ Ye shall seek me and find me,
when ye shall search for me with all your
heart.”?  Jer. 29:13,

12. Dec. 25—Review—Qolden Texi—*‘ Re-
turn unto me, and I will retorn unto yom
saith the Loxd of hosts,”” Mal. 3:7. OR,

{3. Dec. 25—Christmas Lesson— Heb.
1:1-9. Commit vs, 1,2. Read Luke 2:1-20.
Qolden Text—*‘“For unto you is born this day
in the city of Davi.. & Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord,”? Luke 2: 11.
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Lesson I,
Lesson, 2 Chron, 14: 2-12,

2, And Asp did thet which was good and right in
the eyes of the Lord his God :

3, Yor he took nway the altars of the strange gods
ang the high places, and brake down the iinages, an
cut down the groves ;

4. And commanded Judah to seek the Lord God of
thetz; fathers, and to do the law and the command-
ment,

6. Also he took awny out of all the cities of Judah
the high places and the images: and the kingdom
was quict before him, .

6. And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the
land had rest, and he had no war in those ycas; be-
cnuse the Lord had given him ress.

7. Therefore_he said unto Judah, let us build these
cities, and make about them walls and towers, gates
and bars, while theland is yet before us{ because
we have sought the Lord our God, we have sought
him, and he hatl given usrest on every side : so tirey
built and prospered.

REFORMATION UNDER ASA.
Read 2 Chron, 14, 13, 16,

October 2nd, 18g8,
Commit vs, 2-5.

8. And Ase had an arny of men thut bare targets
and spears, out of Judah three hundred thousand;
and out of Benjamin, that bare shiclds and diey
bows, two hundred and four-score thousand; all
these were mighty men of valour.

9. And there came out ggainst them Zerah the
Ethiopian, with anhostof athousand thousand, and
three hundred chariots; and came unto Mareshah,

10, Then Asa went out against him, and they set the
battle in arrny* in the valley of Zephathah gt
Mareshah,

11. Then Asa eried unto the Lord his God, and saiq,
Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with
many, or with them that have no power: help us, 0
Lord our God; for we rest on thee, .nd in thy name
we go against this multitude. ¢ Lord, thouart our
God ; Iet not man prevail against thee,

12. So the Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa,
and before Judah: and the Ethiopians fled,

GOLDEN TEXT.

¢« Help us, O Lord our God :
for wo rest on thee,”—2 Chron,
I4: 11,

LESSON PLAN.
1. Reform Through Faith, vs, 2-5,
2. Rebuilding In Faith, vs. 6-8.
8. Repulse By Faith, vs, 9-12,

Isaiai 81,

DAILY READINGS,

M. Reformation

Chron, 14:; 1-12,
T, God’s prefence, 2Chron, 17 1.9, .
W. A solemn covenant, 2 Chron.

15 ¢ 1019,
T, Cu}ll to repentance, Amos, 5:
D,

T. Trustin God,
S. God the strongest. Defender,

S, Reward of obedience,~Prov,
8: 1-10.—1,B. R, 4. Selections,

CATECHISM.

Q. 37, Whathenefits do believers
| receive from Christ at death?
A, The souls of believers areat
“their death made perfeet in holi
ness, and do_immediately pass
-into glory ; and their bodies, being
still united to Christ, do acst in
their graves till the resurrection,

u)ndc-r Asa, 2

Psalm 20.

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 217, 259, 254, 465.

Last quarter’s lessons lay in Isracl. Qur
wourse this quarter covers the history of Judah,
We begin with the third reign—the first re-
formation. The mark of Israel’s history is
apostasy, men falling away from God; of
Judah’s, chastisement, God leading men back
lt‘;q himself. Asa is the earliest representative

ing.

2% ©Of Asa.—He come early to the throue,
at 10 or 11. His very youth ‘¢ in part accounts
for his pious upbringing, for he would, duricg
his minerity, be under the gusrdianship of the
high priest.” Did CGood and Right. —Iu
1 i%ings 13, is added ¢* as 1id David his father.”
It is his conduct as monarch that is spoken of.
But his character as a man is described as
well, for personal views moulded kis royal
acts. Ho sincerelz' sought te plense God. The
two kings before him, when in straits ealled on
God, but this was not the general stamp of
vheir conduct. They tried to. serve two.
gggbem. Asa sought firsb the kingdom, of

3. Strange Cods.—All gods beside Jeho-
vah, but with a special reference., Strangers
were persons of foreign origin dwelling in the
land of Israel, principally remnants of the old
Conaanites. Strange gods were their gods.
High Places, Altars on the tops of %ills,
either for worship of God on lofty sites, or for
worship of deified heroes. "The Mosaic law
forbade =ll such places. Mpages, noy the

same word as in v. 5. Here it is “ things set
up,” anything set up as a centre for religious
gutherings, . g. the golden calves, Groves,not
trees, but images, probably a Syrian goddess,
Asherah, whose worship ‘was very impure.
images.—Sun-images, very likely of a coni-
cal form, and gilt.
4. Do the Law.—See Deut. 121 11.

5. Had Rest.~The whole era was a time
of unresb, See 15:5. The victory at Zem-
araim secured peace. Asa saw God’s hand in
this. He also foresaw attack, so he rebuilt
the walls of his cities. Faith did no$ say God
would defend him without walls, Faith is
never foolhardy.

9. Zerah.—In Hebrow called ‘the Cush-
ite.” Cush, as a country, lay south of Egyph.
The Cushites, as a people, spread from the
Tigris to the upper Nile. This great army
may have been from Arabia, but was more
probably from Bgypt. Mareshah.—Where
the roads from Egypt met. One of the border
fortresses Rehoborm had buils, Thiswas the
only time Judah met Egypt in battle on o
plain.

ff.~Asa’s prayer shows true faith. He wes
clearly wsed to prayer.

12.—The victory was miracle. Egypt wos
crushed. 300 years passed before she again
fought against Judah,
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QUESTIONS.

Juniors,

What history do we study this quarter ?

With what reign do we begin ?

When did Asa come to the throne ?

2,—What did Asa do as king ? What was
his rule of good and right ? What other kings
pleased God ?

3.—What four acts of Asa’s are told in this
vers. 7 What does ‘‘strange gods™ iean ?
What were ¢ high places” and ** groves” and

“images ?” N

4.—-%Nhub was the first thing Asa com-
manded Judah to do ? What was the second ?

5.—How far did his reform oxtend ?

How did these images differ from those in
v.3?

6.~What were ‘‘fenced cities” ? What
left him free to build ? Who gave peace ?

7.—Tell in your own words what he said to
Judeh,

8.~What army bad Asa? What kind of
soldiers were they ?

9.—~Who came oub against him ? How large
was the army ?

10.—~Where was the battle !

it.—Report Asa’s prayer. How far ean we
use the same prayer ?

12.—~Who really won the battle ?

Seniors.

What is our course of study this quarker ?
What marked difforence is thore between the
histories of Israel and Juduh ? What is Asa's
place in Judah’s hustory ?

2-5.—Whether arc Asa’s personal or hig
official acts described hets ? What was his
standard of right ?  Was ull his reign marked
by equal faith 7

Can you name any of these strange gods ?
What does the first commandment forbid ?
What wero ¢* high places ? 2 Did the Mosaie
law allow the worship of Jebovah at such
places ? What kings favored them ? What
were ‘‘ the groves,” * these images ”? Men-
tion some imag: s of this sort.  How did those
in v. & differ from them ? Read the specinl
command referred to. Deut. 12 : 11-14,

6-8.—By what battls had peace been as-
sured ? What was the general character of the
era? 15:5. What ground had Asa forassurance
that the peace was God-given ? How is faith
shown in his work ?

9-12.—~Wera the Israelites used to battles in
the valley ? (.1 what ground does Asa ask
help ? How is faith, the evidence of things
not seen, shown in his prayer 2 What wag
the result of his faith ?

PRACTICAL

1. Asa did good and right. He who is right
will do right.  ** By their fruits ye shall know
thexp.” “Qut of the heart are the issues of
life.”

2. Goodness is the only imperishable crown.
Asa’s crown of gold and gems is lost in dust.
His real coronation lies in these immortal
words.

3. Eyes of the Lord, Plummet and right-
line and mete-wand of gaod. ‘‘His eyes behold,
his eyelids try, the children of men.” Read
Stalker’s ¢ The Four Men.” The man his
friends see; the world sees; himself sces;
and God sees. 1Cor. 4 : 3. Tdolatry abolished,
though the queer weother must share its fall,
Lincoln said of siuvery before he came to the
Presidency, ‘“If ever I get a chance to hit
that thing I'l hit it hard.” There are ser-
pents still to smite.

4. Commanded Judah. Oh how grand to
be a king, and sway others with a word ! But
we each influence others, just as each small
satellite affects the motions of the sclar system,
and influence and responsibility are propor-

THOUCHTS.

tionate. The two-talent servant is commended
equally with the ten-talent one. Let us use
our lesser influence as faithfully.

5. Prosperity rewards right-doing. Inherit-
ance of the earth is one of the beautitudes.
They who seek first the kingdom of God and
his righteousness shall have these other things
added unto them. But if you make the “other
things”’ your nltimate aim, you are not seek-
ing righteousness, and shall obtain neither
reward.

6 Peaceis not perpetual. Electricity gathers
during the-warm, sunny day. The duty dur-
ing rest is to grow strong for conflict.

7. Faith never bids us fold our hands and
wait. Cromwell's motto ¢ Trust in God and
keep your powder dry” is not inconsistent.
Faith is never fatalistic. Frith is never fool-
hardy. The pious are the prudent. ° Work
as though all depended on you. Pray as
though all depended an God.”

8. Chuistianity has a brutal antagonist. We
wrestle against principalities and powers. We
need to cast ourselves upon God.

ANSWER IN WRITINC.

1. How did Asa uproot evil ?

2. How did Asa establish the good ?
3. How did Asa ““redeem the time” ?
4. How did Asa wait upon God ?

8. Row did Cod answer Asa ?
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Iesson II.
Iesson, 2 Chron, 17: 1-10.

1, And Jchoghnphat his son reigned in his stead, and
strengthened himself apainst Isiael,

9, And he placed forcesin all the fenced citieg of
Judah, and setgarrisonsin the land of Judah, and in
the citfes of Ephraim, which Asa his fnther had taken,

8. And the Lord was with Jehoshaphat, beeause
he walked in the ﬁrs]tiwnys of his father bavid, and
sought not unto Baalim: .

Q.gBut sought to the Lord God of his father, and
walked in ms] commandments, and not after the
doings of Israel. . .

Bi. herefore the Lord stablished the kingdom in his
hand ; and all Judah brought to Jehoshaphat pre-
sents ; and he had riches and honor in abundance.

6. And his heart waglifted upin the ways of the
Lord ; moreover he took nway the high places and
grovesoutof Judah, |

JEHOSHAPHA'S GOOD REIGN.
Read 1 Kings 14: 21to 16: 34.

Cctober gth, 18¢8,
Comtait vs. 3-6.

7. Also in the third year of his reign he sent to his
In—inccs, even to Ben-hail, and to_Obedinh, and to
Zechariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to
tench in the cities of Judah,

8, And with them he sent Levites. even Shemaiah,
and Nathaniah, and_ Zebadiah, and Asahel, and
shemiramoth, and Jehonathan end Adonijnh, and
Tobijah, and Tob-adonijah, Levites ; and with them
Elishama and Jehoram, prfests.

9. And they taught in Judah, and had the book of
the law of the Lord with them, and went about
'.hrmighout. allthe cities of Judah, and taught the
people,

10. And the fear of the Lord fell upon all the king.
doms of the lands that werc round about Judah, so
that they made no war against Jehoshaphat,

GOLDEN TEXT.

«YIn all thy ways acknow-
ledge him, and he shall direct
thy paths.”—Prov. 3: 6.

Chron.17:

H g 9

LESSON PLAN,

) 08

1. Strengthening the Defences, | 8,
vs.1, 2. Deut, 17 14-20.

2. Parifying the Worship, 3-6. S,

8, Educating the People, 7-10.

DAILY READINGS,
M. Jchoshaphat'ie._l&ood reign, 2
Golo.(llli.nstruct&ons, 2Chron. 19
. Refuge in trouble, 2 Chron, 20
Reis:éz;g in God, 2 Chron, 20:

Delixer.ance, 2 Chron, 20: 22-30.
The King and the Scriptures,

A joyful Bibie reading, Neh., 8
1-12 —LB.R.A. Selections,

CATECHISM.

Q. 38. Whatbenefits do believers

i'ecegve from Christ at the resurrec-
ion

A, At the resurrection, believers
being raised up in glory, shall be
openly, acknowledged and ac.
quitted in the day of J\xd:fmem‘.
and made periectly blessed in the
fullenjoying of God to all eternity,

—

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos. 96 (Ps.) 574, 149, 595.

Our lesson tells us how Jehoshaphat plensed
God by bis plans and purposes, and how in

- reburn for his labor God made the people a

great and good people, and feared by the
nations around.

V.I. Against lIsr.el.—The bad feeling
caused by the dividingof Solomon’s kingdomre-
nmained for many reigns and every new king of
Judah tried to strengthen his kingdom againat
Israel; so the ambitious young king set himself
to fortify his cities and make his people brave
in case of war.

2.—He made his people strong by putting
forces. or bands of soldiers, in the fence
or walled cities, and by setting garrisons or
bodies of troopa in different suitable places in
the land, and especially in the towns which
Asga had captured from Ephraim, theleading
tribe of the Ten Tribes.

S.~The Lord was with him because he
walked in the {lrst ways of David his father,
i.e., he was good as David his ancestor was in
his early and best days, and sought notunto
Baalim—did not worship idols, Baalim is the
plural of Baal (which means Lord or master),
& god whose idol the Phonicians and other
heathen nations warshipped. Omri and Ahab,
kings of Isrgel, had taught the northern king-
dom to worship this idal with sinfal rites, but
(verse 4) Jehoshaphat, like & wise man, wor-
shipped the God of his father Asa, and did
not follaw after the doings of Israel.

B.—God, asaraward foy this faithful service,
** ggtablished the kingdom in his hands ;”

men rewarded him by giving him presents and
honor.

6.—His heart was lifted up in the ways of
the Lord.—His heart wasfull of courage and
gladness as he walked in the ways of the Lord.
‘This courage pushed him to the second step
which made his kingdom great. He restored
the pure worship of God by taking away the
high places, the altars on hillsand mounds,
where sinful practices were common, and the
groves, wooden images of a heathen goddess
of wicked character, by name Ashemhb. So
Jehoshaphat saved his people from sin and
made them bapp? and brave.

7 —By the third year of his reign Jeho-
|shaphat had found that to make his people
great he must have not only, (1) walled cities,
and (2) pure public worship, but (3) the
ignarant must become intelligent, so he was
for setting up schoolsall through the lands. So
he sent to his princes to teach, probably to make
arrangements for and to inspect thoe teaching.

8,—He sent L.evites—subordinate priests—
and two priests to help the princes,

9.—But these Gid not stay in one placs
teaching school so much, but they passed from
city to city and taught the people from the
book of the Law of the Lord, i.e., the
Bible of that day. Thebook of the Law began
with the ten commandments (Exodus 20) and
is mow contained within the first 5 books of
our Bible.

i0.—The knowledge of God’s Iaw made the
people grent, and their God feared, by the
nations aronnd,
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QUESTIONS.

Juniors.

V. .—What was the name of Jehoshaphat's
father ¢ Why did Jehoshaphat want to be
strong against Israel?

2.—~What were fenced citieslike? Jehosha-
phat did not want to attack Isracl, why then
did he want soldiers and walled cities?

3.—Why was the Lord with Jehoshaphat?
What are Baalim?

4.—How did Jehoshaphat show that he pre-
ferred the Lord God of his fathers to the doings
of Israel ?

5.—What reward did he get from God and
what from men for his good life?

6.—What were the high places and the
goves?  And why were they removed ?

7.—What did Jehoshaphat send to the
princes to do?

8 ~What were Levites and what were
priests?  What were thess Levites and priests
sent to the princes for?

9.~What did they do in Judah? From
what book did they teach? ‘Why was it such
a good thing for the people to know God’s
word ?

10.—~How did the heathen nations round
about Judah feel when they saw Jehoshaphat
and his people serving the Lord.

Seniors.

V. 1-2.—In what way was Jehoshaphat like
his father? What did he put before him as
the object of his life? What was the first way
in which he tried to reach that object?

2.5.~What did he think was necessary on
his own part, in order that he might lead the
people to serve God ? 'What blessings did God
heap upon him for his worship and his labor ?
‘What were the doings of Israel, and how did
gelh‘;)shaphut show that he counted them sin-

u

6-9.—~What steps did Jehoshaphat take to
make his people the servantsof God? Ex-
plain the phrase *‘ high places,” and say what
was done on them? “What are “ groves ¥ ?

Jehoshaphat sent & message to his princes,
what was it about? Whom @id he send to
help them'and how did they doso? What
were they to teach? Why was it not enough
that the people should worship the Lord, but
they must be taught? What book can do
most to enlighten the conscience?

{0.—What did this worshipping of the
Lord, and the learning of his law, do for God
in the eyes of the heathen nations? What did
they do for Jehoshapbat and his people?
‘What will they do for us?

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. Those who set great and good objeots
before them ae the aim of their life, are
rewarded by God granting them their purpose,
and by men respecting and honoring them.
Jehoshaphat determined to make his people a
great and good people. God accepted bis work
and gave him a great nation, while men
honored him and brought him presents as
tokens of their esteem.

2. We read in verse 3, that Jehoshaphat
walked in the firs6 ways of his father, i.e.,
ancestor, David, and in verse 4, that he sought
after the God of his father. When we have
good parents who fear and serve God, we can-
not do better than walkin their ways and seek
after their Ged.

3. We learn from vhe work of Jehoshaphat’s
life what makes a great nation :

(e) Walled towns with brave soldiers to
protect from enemies.

(b) Men worshippicg the true God in pure
and simple ways. '

{¢) Men who have studied and know the
Law of the Lord, i.e., the Bible.

We can learn too, what makes a good home.

(a) A house where you can find pro-
tection from your tempters and enemies.

() Father and mother and children who
worship the true God with pure and simple
hearts.

{e¢) Parents ard children who have studied
and kuow the Law of the Lord—the Bible.

Can we not say too, that these go to makea
good man:

(@) A body protected by its healthy habits,
Iike a city by its walls, against tempters and
and enemies.

(3) A heart that worships Ged in pure and
simple ways. i

(¢) A mind that has studied and knows the
Law of the Lord, i.e., God’s word.

Try to have healthy hodies and happy
homes.

Try to serve God and have others serve him
with you.

Try to study to know Geod’s Law and word,
and to have others study it and know it with
you.

ANSWER IN WRETING.
1. What was the object of Jehoshaphat's life?

2. In what ways did he try to attain that object?
3. Why is knowledge of the Law of the Lord needful, besides the desire to worship Him ?

4. What was now the influence of Israel upo.n the nations about them
108
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Lesson III.

THE TEMILE REPAIRED,

‘October 16th, 1898,

Lesson, 2 Chiron. 24: 4-13. Read 2 Kings, chaps. 11and 12 Commiit vs, g-11.

4, And it came to pass aiter this, that Joash wus
minded to repair the house of the Lord,

6, And he gnthered together the priests and the
Levites, and sald to them, Go out unto the citics of
Judah, ahd gather of ull Isracl money to repair the
house of your God { om year to year, and se¢ that ye
hasten the matter, Howbeit the Levites bastened it

not,

6. And the king cadled for Jehoiada the chief, and
said unto him, Why hust thor not required of the
Levites to bring in out of Judah and outof Jerusalem
the collection, according to the commandment of
Moses the servantof the Lord, and of the congrego-
tion of Israel, for the tabernacle of withess?

7, For the sons of Athalinh, that wicked woman,
had broken up the house of God; and also all the
dedicated things of the house of the Lord did they
bestew upon Baalim,

8. And atthe king's commandment they made a,
c‘l‘mslt),0 m]ul seb ib without at the gute of the house of
the Lord.

9. And they made a proclamation through Judah

and Jerusalem, to bring in to the Lord the collcetion
that Mosts the servant of God laid upon Istael in the
wilderness, .

10. And all the princes andall the Pcople rcljoivm N
and broughtin, and cast into the chest, until they
had made au end,

11. Now it camne to pass, that at what time the
chest was brought unto the king’s ofiice by the hand
of the Levites, and when they saw that there wag
much money, the king's seribe” aud the high priest’s
officer cumu and emptied the chest, ana took it, and:
carried itto his place again. Thus they did day by
day, and gathered money in abundance.

I2. And the king and Jehoiada gave it to suchgg
did the work of the servive of the house of the Lo,
and hired masous and carpentels to repair the houge
of the Lord, and also such as wrought iron and brass
{o-mend the house of the Lord.

18, So the workmen_wrought, and the work wag
Rorfoctcd Ly _them, and they set the house of God in
is stute, and strengthened it,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ And themen did the work
fuithtully ¥—2 Chron, 34: 12,

LESSON PLAN.
1. Repairs needed for the Temple,
2 Rva'isi'ng money for the Temple,
3. Restoration of the Temple,1213.

DAILY READINGS,
M, The Templc repaired, 2 Chron,
T, A!;?fge; 'record, 2 Kings 12:
w. R(g};n:ire_(liz‘by Josiah, 2 Chron,
T. The ransom money, Exodus 80:

11-16,
¥, Willing gifts, 1 Chron, 29} 6-17.
5. A widow’s offering, Mark, 12:

38-44,
S, Love for God’shouse, Psa, 84,

. CATECHISM,

Q, 39, What is the duty which
God requireth of man?

A, The duty which God re.
quireth of 1an, is obedience to his
revealed will,

LESSON HYRMNS.
Nos, 69; 5-8 (Ps.) 3£9, 326, 513.

Joash was the third King of Judah, in suc-
cession from Jehoshaphat. He was but an
infant when his father Ahaziah died. His
wicked and cruel grandmother, Athaliah, put
all the rest of the royal family to death and
took the throne herself for six years. Joash
only escaped her cruelty by the kindness of
his aunt Jehosheba, the wife of Jehoiada, the
high-priest (see 2. Chron. 22. 11). When
Joash wasseven years old, he was anointed
and crowned in the temple by the high-priest.
At the same time Athaliah was slain.  Joreh
reigned forty years (878-838 B.C).

4.-Under the direction of Athaliah, the
temple of Jehovah had been partially despoil-
ed, in order to build a temple for Baal. Joash
set hiwmself to repair the house of the Lord.

5.—Money was necessary for the work.
The priests and Levites were charged to collect
what was needed, Twenfty-three years passed,
and the work was not done. (2 Kings 12:6).
8.—The King remonstrated with Jehoiadah
the chief-priest, for the sloth, and pessibly cor-

ruption, of his order (2 Kings 12:7) Taber-,

nacle of witness or ‘“‘tent of testimony,”
ie. God’s witness or testimony to Himself as a’
God of holiness and truth;and yet gracious,
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin.

7—That wicked woman. Athalish was
the daughter of Jezebel, and rivalled her
mother in cruelty and batred to the true
God. Her sons, at her instigation, defaced
an robbed the temple of Jehev ah.

Baalim.—The plural form of Baal: fre:
quently used in the O. T. to designate the Phe-
nician god.

8. Chest.—A collection-box with ahole in
the cover (2 Kings 12:9.) At theé gate. On
the right side of the altar of burnt offering,
which stood at the entrance of the tabernacle
and temple.

9. Proclamation.— Calling attention to
the ancient law of God in the matter.
Wilderness.— Marking the time of the
origin of the law.

10.—There sas universal and hearty com-
‘pliance. It seems from 2 Kings 12:9, that
the priests who kept the door, received the
contributions from the people and put them in
the box,

12, King and Jehoiada.—They received
the money at the hands of their officers, hired
the workmen and paid them.

I13. Perfected.—Therepairs were complet-
ed. Un his slate.—*‘According to its propor-
tion.” They gave io the house of God the
attention and expenditure that were it's due.
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QUESTIONS.

Juniors.

What Kings ocoupied the throme of Judah
since the time of last lesson? What was their
character?

4 —Whose son was Joash? Who brought up
Joash? How aid this happen? How old was
Josagh when he came io the throne? What
purpose did he form? :

5.—What was needed for the carrying out of
his purpose? 'What plan did he take to raise
itt How did this plan succeed? Who were to
blame in the matter?

6.~Whom did the King ecall to account?
Whose authority did the King give for what
had been done ?

7.—Who had damaged the temple? Tor
what purposes? Who was responsible for this?

8.~What new plan did the King adopt?
Where was the collection-box placed?

9.~What proclamation was made ?
10.—Who responded to the call? What
kind of a spirit did they show ?

.—Who had, oversight of the collection-box
at the door of the temple? Who opened ib
aud counted the collection ?

12 ~Who spent the money? What kinds of
workmen were hired?

13.~How did the wortk goon? What was
the result? .

I.— Beneficent works and movements of
reform havs their birth-place in the brain and
heart of good men. Every noble deed is first
anoble thought.

.—Those whoare in high places of author-
ity shouid be zealous for the highest welfare of
their subjects; they should be examples in the
promotion of every good work. Opportunity
brings responsibility.

3.—The ministers of religion ought to be
deeply interested and active in all thz%%’pcr-
taing to the house and worship of God. hen
they are indifferent, ease-loving, and iime-serv-
ing, religion must bein a declining state.

4.— All who enjoy the privileges of God’s
house should liberally support them. He
whose are the silverand the geld and the cat-
tleon & thousand hiills, requires us to honox
him with our substance, in the maintenance
and extension of His cause and Kingdom.

5.— God has given us directions-in His
Word both as to the spirit and amount of our
contributions to His canse. They are to be
willing, proportionate, and regular.

.

Bak il S ot

Senlors

In what condition did.Jehoshaphat leave
the kingdom of Judah? What was fhe state
of religion at his death? ¥ow did his successors
follow his example? Whom did Jehoram
marry? What was her influence upon the
King and Kingdom? What notable act of
oruclty did she perform? How long did she
hold the throne? How did she meet herend?

4.~ How did the temple come to nced re-
pairs? What rival temple had heen bailt in
Jerusalem? What became of this temple at
the beginning of Joash’s reign? Who took the
first steps in repairing Jehovah’s temple? Who
exercised a powerful influence over Joash?

5.-1l—To whom did Joash at first entrust
the raising of the money for temple repairs?
What instructions did he give them? To what
method now in use does this correspond ?
Was this method successful?  Assign some pro-
bable reasons for failure? What new method
did Joash adopt? How did it differ from the
previous vne? To what method now in use
does it correspond?

12-13.— Who disbursed the funds after
they were raised? What classes of workmen
were employed? Whatqualitiesshould be dis-
played in the manzgement of funds raised for
religious purposes?

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

6.— A mother’s influence is incalculable for
good or evil. The example and teaching of &
Jochebed and a Hannah reproduce themselves
in a Moses and aSamuel. The wickedness of
an Athalish is perpetuated in her abandoned
sons.

7.— Methods are of much importance in the
raising of money. A wise adaptatior to cir-
cumstances is most likely to meet with sue-
cess. There is much room for sanctified skill
along this line.

8.—The collection-hox appears here for the
first time in history. It is placed in the
house of God beside the altar. The giving of
money to God’s cause is a religious act; an ac-
knowledgmentof the offerer’s dependence upon
God and au expression of his gratitude.

9.—The voluntary offering proved in this
case a grand success, From the King on the
throne, to the meanest subject, the spirit of
willingness pervaded the people.

1 —Children should take adeep interest in
and contribute to the work of the Lord.
Joash was but a youth when he busied him-
self about the repairing of the temple.

ANSWER IN WRITING.

What is the distinction between priests and Levites?

What kind of & mar was Johoiada, the chief priest ?

What is the collection referred to in verse 6?

How and when should we contribute to the cause of God ?

Describe the first collection box ; where it was put, and how it succeeded ?
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Lesson IV.

ISAIAH CALLED TO SERVICE.

October 23rd, 1898

Tesson, Isaiah 6: 5-13. Read Ezeldel, chaps. 2and 3.  Commit vs, 58,

1. I 1he yearthat king Uzzinh died I saw also the
Lont sitting upon o throne, high and Iifted up, and
his train filled the temple.

Above itstood the seraphims: &nch one had six
wqus + with twain he covered his face, and_ with
twain he covered his feet, and wich_twain he did ily.

3, And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
g(’)lyi is the Lord of hosts : the whole earth is full or

gglory.

4. And the posts of the door moved at the voice of
him that eried, and the house was flled with smoke,

5, Then snid 1, Woe isme | _for I am undone; be-
causeI am o man of unclean Jips, and I dwell in the
midst of 3 peopleof unclean lips  for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts.

6, Then flew one of the seraphins unto me, having
alive coal in hia hund, which he had taken with
the tongs from off the altar:

7. And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this
hath touched thy lips; and thy iniquity is taken

away, and thy sin purged,

8. Also T heard the voice of the Lord, sayin
Whom shall 1 send, and who will go for ug’ 'heﬁ
said I, Heream I; send me,

. 9 And he said, Go, und tell this people, Hear ye
indeed, tut understand not; and see ye indeed, but
perceive not.

10. Make the heart of this people fat, and make
their ears heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see
with_their eyes, and hear with their ears, and under-
stand with their hearts, and_convert, and be healed,

1t Thensaid ], Lord, how long? And he answereqd,
Until the cities bé wasted without inhabitant, and
the houses without man, and the land be utterly
desolate.

12. And the Lord have removed men far away, and
there be a great forsaking in the midst of the 1and,

13, And yetinitshall bea tenth, anditshell return,
and shall be eaten: asa teil tree, and as an oak,
whose substance isin them, when they cast their
}iaves f. so the holy seed shall be the substance

ereo!

GOLDEN TEXT.

DAILY READINWS.

CATECHISM.
Q. 40, What did God at first re-

“J heard the voice of the | pf Ist;ii}; called to service, Isn. 6: | veal to man for the rule of his

Lord, saying, whom shall X

sond, and who will go focus 2 T. Call of Moses, Exodus 8 : 7-15,

obedience?
A, The rule which God at first

Then said X, Here am X; send W. Ezekiel commissioned, Ezek, 2; | Tevezled to mau for hisobedience,

me."—JIsa,6: 8.

—— T, Jonal.'l's mission, Jonah 3,
F. Mgssleélgers of Christ, Luke 10:

LESSON PLAN.

1, Tsaiah's Vision, vs. 1-7.
2. Isaiah's Call, v. 8.
8, Isaiah’s Commission, 9-18.

This vision occurred at the beginning of
Tsainh¥s ministry. The kingdom of Judah bad
enjoyed a long period of outward prosperity
under the reign of Uzziah; but this
material prosperity led to moral corrup-
tion. Uzziah was succeeded by his son
Jotham, who, though a good man himself, was
not able to restrain the wickedness of the peo-
ple. His son and successor Ahaz was a very
wicked king, and only encouraged and aided
the people in their idolatrous ways. He set up
idols, aud established the degrading heashen
worship. The jundgment of God, referred to in
our lesson, guickly followed.

V.{. Theyear.—About 740 B.C. near the
time of the fou.ding of Rome. Saw-—ie.,
in & vision.

Upon athrone.—As king, above all
earthly sovercigns. His traln.—Isaiah did
not see God’s face., The temple.~—~The
prophet was probably in the temple at Jeru-
salem when he saw the vision.

2. Seraphim.—“Burning ones.” Not
elsewhere mentioned in Scripture as angelic
VLeings. Covered face—feet.—In yeverence
aud awe. Fly-—Hc.d himself up by the hover-
ing motions of hiswings, ready for service.

3. Holy, holy, holy.—As two choirs,
facing each othey, and singing responsively.

4. Shook.—As a buiiding is made to
vibrate by the sound of & great organ.

106

was the morallaw,

Q. 41, Where is the moral law
summarily comprehended?

A. The moral law is summarily
compreliended in the ten com-

S, Thsel_lé:érvest waiting, john4: | mandments.
S, La}xﬁe}s with God, 1 Cor.8:

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos, 6 (Ps.) 536, 357, 238.

8moke.—A usualaccompaniment of the divine
-presence. Ix. 19: 18; 1 Kings 8: 10 ; Ezek,
10: 4 ; Rev, 15: 8.

5. Woe is me.—The vision of God deepens
the consciousuess of unworthiness and sin.
Cowpare Job 42: 5, 6; Lu. 5: 8. ©nclean
lips.—As a prophet, Isaish would require to
use his lips in the service of God.

6. Livecoal.—Used in the temple for
carrying fire. The purifying effect of fire is
veferred to in Num. 31: 23 ; Mal. 3: 2,3;
Matt. 3: 11 ; and many other passages.

7. Toucned lips.— Thus God prepared
Isaish, as he did Moses and Jeramigh, for the
service to which he cslled him. SeeEx.4:
11; Jer. 1: @

8. Us.—*The council of the holy ones.”
Ps.89: 7; R.V,, ortho *“Hosss of heaven.”
1 Kgs. 22: 19,

+9-{Q.—Compare Matt. 13: 14,15 ; Ro. 11: 8.
This moral insensibility was both the fruitand
the punishment of sin, Fat.~Unfeeling, Ps.
119: 70. Shut.—Smear over, Isa, 29:10;
44: 18.

tfi. Howlong.—i.e. How long will this
spiritual insensibility and hardening in sin
continue.

1-13.—As the green shoot springs up from
the stump of o tree which has been cut down,
s0 & saved remnant would arise out of the de-

struction of lsrael.




QUESTIONS.

Junlors.

{.—When did Isaiah see the vision desoribed
in this chapter? What did hesee? Where
was he?

2,—Why did the seraphim cover their faces
and their feet with their wings? For what
did they use the remaining pair of wings?

3.—What was the song of the seraphim?
How was it sung? X

4.— What effect was produced by their sing-
ing? What did the smoke symbolize ?

5 —What did Isaiah exclaim +when he saw
this vision? Why was he afraid? What did
Jobthink of himself when he obtained a vision
of God? What did Peter say to the Saviour,
when he saw an exhibitionofhis divinepower?

6-7.— What symbolic act did une of the
seraphim perform? What did this act shew ?
Mention & few passages in which fire is referred
to as that which purifies?

.—What was the call which Isaiah heard?
Who is meantby ‘‘us?’?

9-10.,—What was Issial’s commission?
What is meant by the *‘heart’’? What con-
dition is implied in the word *‘fat?? What
had led to this moral condition of the nation?

11~12.—How long was this condition to con-
tinue?

13.—What assurance was given the prophet
with regard to the future of the nation?

Senlors.

f-7.—At what period of his ministry did
Isainh see this vision? What was the condi-
tion of the nation at the time? Of what sin
had Uzziah been guilty near the close of his
reign? 2 Chr. 26: 16. How was he punished
for thissin? 2 Chr. 26: 20-21. What bear-
ing has the visiun of Isaiah upon the sinof
Uzziah? What did the exalted throne sym-
bolize? Whom does John say Isaiah saw?
(John 12: 41.) What vision of the Suviour
had the apostle John? Rev.1: 13-16. What
other prophets beheld visions of God? 1 Kgs.
22: 19-22; Ezek. 1: 26-28; Dan. 7: 9-10;
Hab. 3: 3-6 ; What effect did this vision pro-
duce upon Isaigh? Why did the prophet make
special reference to his lips in his confession of
unworthiness ? .

8.—Contrast the readiness with which Isaish
volunteered to do the Lord’s bidding with the
hesitation of anothec great and good man. Ex.
3: 11 ;4:13. 'What apostle was led by a
vision of Christ to offer his services to Goad ?

9-I3.—What was to be the first effect of
Isaiah’s message npon the people? In what
way does John apply these words (vs. 9, 10.)
to the ministry of Jesus? John 12: 39-40.
In what connection did our Saviour quote
them? Matt. 13: 13-15. What doctrine is
tanght in the last verse of this chapter?

PRACTICAL

1. Atrue vision of God isas necessary to-
day to & consecrated life or & worthy service as
in Isaiah’s time. Only in the light of such a
revelation can we have a right ideal of worship
or & true conception of life. ~What every
Christian needs is such a view of God as will
lead to self abasement, and the desire to livea
consecrated life in the service of God.

2. Right views of God will lead to a true
knowledge of self. Isaiah felt his sinfulness
as uever before, when he beheld the Divine
glory. The greatest of earth’s saints have had
very humble ideas of themselves. Paul spoke
of himselfas *‘less taan theleastof allsaints »?
There is no room for spiritual pride in the
presence of the Holy One. .

3. Reverence is one of the great essentials to
aright approach to God. The sin of irrever-
ence i3 not confined to the godless. Its most
langerous manifestations are in the Church of
Christ, in a thoughtless approach to God, for-

THOUGHTS.

mality in worship, lightness and flippancy of
speech in regard to sacred things, In worship
and in dealing with spiritual things *‘fools
rush in where angels fear to tread.”

4. When God calls to service he can fit for
service. Isalah, Moses, Jeremiah, all the pro-
phets and apostles, are examples. Our God
can supply every need of ours. No man need
hesitate to obey a clear diviue eall for lack of
resources. XIe who made us and who calls us
can also equip us for the work for which he
has appointed us.

5. God wants volunteers for his service.
* 'Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?? Should not our eager reponse be that
of the prophet, ‘ Herc am I, send me.”

6. We are not responsible for results.
Isaiah’s ministry wasa seeming failure, for
the people only became more hardenc:l in
indifference and sin. It is ows to be faithfnl.
God will take care of results.

ANSWER IN WRITINC.

bl

Write a deseription of Isaiah’s vision.

o0 10

gl

. Describe the eficet of this vision upon the prophet.
. How was Isaiah fitted for the work to which God had called him?

‘What was the message which he was told to deliver ?

How woald this message be received by the people?
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Lesson V.

Lesson, Isaiah 1xt 1-10,

1, Ana there shall come forth a rod out of the stem *
of Jesse, and o Branch shall grow cutof his reots:
And the Spirit of the Lord shall vest upon him,
th2é spitdt of wisdom wd 1 nderstanding, the Spirit of
counsel and mg;hc, the spiritof knowledgeand of the
{fearof the Lord: : rerstanding i
., And shall make him of quick understanding in
th% fear of the Lord ; and heshall not judge after the
sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of
his ears,
4. Bus with righteougness shall be judge the poor,

and reprove with_equity for the meek of the earth:
and .hg shall smitelt,he carth with the rod of his
mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall heslay
the wicked. . X

5. And righteousness shall be the gitdle of his loins,

MESSIAH'S KINGDOM FORETOLD.
Read chap, 2;also2: 2-4; 9: -7,

October 20th, 1898,

Comtnit vs, 2-4

and faithiulness the girdle of his reins.

¢ The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lic down with the hid ; and the culfand
the youny Hon_and the fatling together and a little
child shalllead them.

7. And the cow und the bear shall feed ; thelr
youngones shalslie down together: and thelionshall
catstraw like the ox, |

8. And the sucking child shall play on the holeof
the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatriee’ den, .

9. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the emth shall be full cf the know-
ledge of the Lord, as the waters over the sci

10, And in that day there shall be o root of Jesse,
which shall stand foran ensign of the people: to it
shall the G-ntile: seck @ and his restshall be glorious,

GOLDEN TEXT.

“The earth shall be full of
tho knowledge of the Lord, s
the waters cover the soa.—
Isn,11: 9.

M, Messinh's  Ki

LESSON PLAN,

1. The Messiah King, vs, 1-2,
2 A Righteous Government, 3-5.
3. The Golden Age, 610,

Isaiah prophesied between 760 B.C. and 700 |
B.C. During the reigns of Uzziah and Jotham,
Judah enjoyed prosperity. Under Ahazcame |
darkness and misfortune. Against the allied
forces of Syria and of Isvael, Ahaz, against the |
advice of Isaiah, sought the help of Assyria,
and thus lost his independence and burdened
his country with a heavy tribute tax. In the
wonderful prophesy of to-day’s lesson Isaiah
foretells brighter days to come, when a mighty
deliverer, the Messiah, should appear.

t. A rod —~Twig or shoof, such as some-
times, when a tree is cut down, springs from
the roots, making in timea new free. The
kingdom of Judah, or the house of Jesse, or of
David, became very weak, and insignificant.
But with the bir th of Christ it sent forth a most
glorious branch.

2. S}pirlt of the Lord.—The Holy Spirit,

descending upon Jesus ab His baptism, impart- ,
ed to him speeinl gifts and qualifications for|
His life work.

3. ?uick understanding.—He who has
most of God’s Spirit is best fitted to understand ,
spiritual truth. Shall not judge.—Christ
had perfect knowledge of all things and did not
judge fror appearauces, or hearsay reports,

10

DAILY READINGS.

Isninh 11: 1-10.

T, Withoutend, Isa. 93 1.7,

W, The Deliverer, Isa. 42: 1-12.

T. Spirit of the Lord, Isa, 61: 1-6,

i ¥, King of Glory, Psa. 24,

S, A peaceful kingdom, Isa, 85,

8. Aspiritual kingdom, John i8;
33-40.

CATECHISM,

Q. 42, What is the sum of the ten
commandments ?

A, The sum of the ten commana:
ments is, To love the Lord our God
with all our heart, with all our
soul, with all qur streugth, and
with all our mind, and our neigh-
bour as ourselves,

ngdom foretold,

LESSON HYMNS.
Nos. 74 (Ps.)153, 463, 449.

4. Righteouness in judging the poor
was almost unknown in Eastern lands. e
who could give the largest bribe usually won
the case. One of the bright things abontthe
promised future was that the Messiah would
judge all rightly. We see that to-day in the
righteousness and justice of law courts in
Christian lands.

5 Qirdle —That part of an Eastern dress
which keeps the cther parts in place. Right-
eousness and faithfulness pervade and hind
all that Christ does.

6-8. Woif-Lamb, etc —These three verses
contain a number of pictures,or figures, to show
the peace and safety of the time when the Mes-
siah shallreign. "Where Christdoes not reign,
the strong now destroy the weak. Where he
reigns, He subdues savage passions.

9. Knowledge of the Lord.—The more
we spread that knowledge, the more are we
helping to bring about that good time.

t0. Root, Christ. Ensign,—that which
the people love and glory in. Qentiles @
well as Jews shall seek to belong to His king-.
dom. His Rest.—~When His work is com-
pleted. Glorious.—Matt. 24: 30; 2 Cor. 3:
13; Col. 3:4; 1 Pet. 5:1; Also Rev. chap-
ters 20-22.

5




QUEST
Juniors.

IONS,
10.~What is the ‘‘root” of Jesse ? What will

What time did Isainh prophesy ? What was it be for? Who will seekto it? What will the
the condition of the kingdom at the time he{rest be like when His work is all done?

prophesied ?  See Isainh 1 ;2 : 1-5.

{.—To what is the royal line of David here
likened? What good thing was to happen to
that line? ‘Where is the Messiah first foretold?
Gen. 3: 15,

2.—When did the Holy Spiritcome in & very
special manner upon Christ? In what different
ways did the Holy Spirit fit Christ for His
work?

3.—How do men usually judge of things?
How did Christ judge? How will He judge
at the last day ?

4.—~What sometimes causes injustice to be
done to the poor? "What is said of the poor
when Christ shall reign? How do we see that
to-day ? What will he do to the wicked? See
Ps. 2. .

5.—What is 2 girdle for? What is Christ’s
girdle?

6-8.—How many different kinds of figures
or pictures does the prophet use to shew the
harmony and peace that is to be when Christ
reigns? How do we see these pictures coming
rue in the world now?

9.—What is to fill the world? Who are to
fill the world with this knowledge? What
will be the result ?

PRACTICAL

¢.~Despise not the day of small things. The
House of David was feeble, but the shoot from
the root of that house is now one of the might-
iest powers in the world.

2.—~Tlhere is much of wrong and evil in the
world, and the workers for good sometimes get
discouraged, but right shall trinmph. What-
ever the darkness of the present, there is no
darkness nor uncertainty about the future.
“Be of good cheer, it is I,”” is the word of
Jesus across life’s stormy sea.

3 —The Holy Spirit, who was given without
measure to Jesus, is the same Spirit who takes
of the things of Christ, and reveals them sav-
ingly to us if we are God’s children.

4 —If we are going to worthily fulfil our
mission in this world by being faithful wit-

Senlors.

{-2.—What is the first mention of the pro-
mised Messiah ? Gen. 3: 15.  What references
are made to the Messiah by Isaiah ? (Is. 2:2-4;
7:14;9:6, 7, ctc.) What was the condition
of the ‘“*House of David” at the tine of Christ’s
birth? (Luke 2: 7 ; Matt. 2:11.) When did
the Holy Spirit descend upen Jesus, and by
what other names is He called ? (Matt. 3 : 163
Mark 1:10; Matt, 28:29; John14:16; 16
13; Acts 1:8.) Give Scriptare proofs showing
that the Holy Spirit is a person and not an in-
?uenc)e? (John16:26; 16:7; 16 : 13 ; Acts

: 8.

3-5.—What remarkable thivgs does the pro-
phet say would take place when the Holy Spirit
should be given? (Joel 2:28-32.) What is
the principle on which Christ’s' kingdom is
founded, and by which itis to be extended and
gzr%et%ated in the world? (John 3: 16;13:

, 15.

€ 10.—Whatis to be the character of Christ’s
kingdom? How do we seethis prophecy fulfilled
to-day? In what way ean we help in the ful-
filment of it? What should be the character
of the Christian life ?

THOUGHTS.

can only be by putting on the Lord Jesus Christ.

5.—~We can “‘hasten the coming of the day
of God,” in a very important sense, by seeking
to govern our hearts, our lives, our country,
by the prineiples which shall characterize
Christ’s kingdom.

5.~—The one thing thab is going to illuminate
this world lying in darkness and sin, trans-
form, uplift, and ennoble the nations of the
earth, is the ‘*knowledge of the Lord,” through
the preaching of the gospel of the everlasting
kingdom of Christ.

7.—Where Christ reigns, ‘‘they shall not
hurt nor destroy.?” The laws will not endorse
the liquor traffic, nor the government make
gain from i6. There will be no legalized saloons
to Iure young men toruin, and to blight happy
Lomes. Can we not now cause that kingdom

nessesto thetruth,and living epistles of Christ,is

to come in Canada ?

ANSWER 1IN WRITING.
§ —When did Isaiah live, and to which of the two kingdoms did he belong?

2.~ What special gifts did the Messish possess, and whence?
3.~Whatis to be the character of the Government of Messial's kingdom 2
2.—How do we see that prophecy fulfilled to-day?

§.—What is to bring ahont the Golden Age?
104
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Yesson VI.
T.esson, 2 Chron, 30: I-13.

1. And Hezckiah sent to all Isracl and Judah, and
wrote letters also to Lphraim and Manasseh, that
they should come to the houseof the Lord atJeru-
gulcn}, to keep the, passover unto the Lord God of

sracl, [ ]

2, Forthe king had taken counsel, and his princes,
and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the
passover in thegeeand month,

3, Forthey -could not keep it at that time, because
the priests hind not.sanctitied themselves sufliciently,
neither bad the people gatliered themselves together
to Jerusplem.

4, And the thing pleased the king and all the con-
gregotion.

5. So they established a decree to malke_ proclama-
tion throughout all Israel, fiom Beer-shebh even to
Dan, that they should come to keep the passover unto
the Lord God of Israc) ut Jerusalem: for they had
not done it of o long time in such sort as it was
written, .

6. So the posts went with the_letters from the king
and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, an
according to the commandment of the king, saying,
Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the Lord G
of Abrabam, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to
the remnant of you, that are escaped out of the hand
of the kings of Assyria,

GOLDEN TEXT.

s“Yield yourselves unto the

tuary.’—2Chron 39: X,

LESSON PLAN.

HEZEKIAH’S GREAT PASSOVER.

Compare 2 Chiron, 352 1-19.

Novewmber 6th, 15¢8,
Commit vs. 10-13.

7. And be not like your fathers, and like vour
brethren, which trespassed against the Lord Gad of
their fathers, who therefore gave themn up to desolns
tion, as yc see.

#. Now be ye not stifinecked, as your fathers werg,
but yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter into hig
sanctuary, which he hath sanctified forever. and
the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his wrath
may turn away from you.

9. Tor if ye turn ugain unto the Lord, your hretliten
and your childrén shall find compassion before 1l.ety
that lead them captive, fo that they shall eoie uzith
intoth{s land: for the Lord your God isgracious ahi
mereiful, and will not turn aaway his face from you,
if ye return unto him, . .

70 So the posts passed {rom city tocity through the
eountry of Ephraim and Manassch cven untg
Zebulun: tut they laughed them to scorn, and
mocked them. .

11. Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and
oflzebulun humbled themselves, a1.d cameto Jeru-
salem.

12, Also in Judah the hand of God was to give
them one heart to do the commandment of the kiug

od | and of the princes, by the word of the Lord.

13. And there assembsed at Jerusalem wuch penple
to keep the feast of unleavened bread in thesecoud

DAILY READINGS.

M, Hezekiah's good beginning, 2

i int . Chron, 29: 1-11
Lord, and entor infu his sanc- | g go,.iais great passover, 2
Chron, 30 1-13

. The fenst continued, 2 Chron,

month, 2 very great congregation.
CATECHISM.
Q. 43. What is the preface of the

ten commandments?

A. The prefaceo fthe ten com.
y mandments isin these worcs, ] am

W. Cleansing _and sacrifice, 2 i
Chronf;so: Tiap s the Lord thy God, which lave

= Lrought thee out of the land of
Egypt,out of the house of bondage,

1. Sending the Proclamation, vs,

-5.
9, Contents of tae Proclamation,

: 21-27,
. Zealand success, 2 Chron. 31:
S. A prosperous King, 2 Kings18:
8. The passover instituted, Ex. 12:

LESSON HYMKS,.

6-10. -
3. Reception of the Proclamation,
11-12. -14.

Hezekigh was the 13th King of Judah, he
succeeded his father Ahaz. Almost the first
thing he did after coming to the throne was to
begin 2 reformation of religion. He re-opened
the doorof the temple, closed hy his father.
He restored the temple service and made the
first attempt to coilect the sacred books of his
country. The reign of Hezekinh isthe cul-
minating point of interest in the history of the
kings of Judah. His character was marked by
the commendation which had not been reported
since the days of Jehoshaphat. ‘‘He did that
which was vight in the sight of Jehovah, accoxd-
ing to all that David his father had done.”’

o all Israel.—He issued a proclamation
giving notice of a solemn feast. Ephraim
and Manasseh.—Two of the tribes thathad
revolted. House of the Lord.—He was
anxious to bring them back to the worship of
the Lord God of Israel.

2. Taken Counsel.—Had consulted both
princes and people as to what was best to do,
and he had no doubt searched the Word of
God. Second Month.—There wasa proviso
in the Law of Moses for those who were un-
clean in the first months, to keep the feast on
14th day of the second month, Nambers 9: 11.

3. At that time.—14th day of first month.

4. Pleased.—He was pleased that they
would not ve obliged to wait a whole year,

u

Nos. 16 (Ps.) 574, 526, 552.

5. A decree.—They had resolved to keep
th~ passover in the second month and declared
accordingly. Beersheba a city in the South
West. Dan gcity in North East; marking
the extreme limits of the country. Had not
done it —This feast had not been observed
for years, through neglect.

9. Yurn again.—They had forsaken the
Lord and gone to the worship of false gods.

7 Like your fathers.—Their fathers for-
sook God, transgressed against him, and God
bad severely punished them. ILet their pun-
ishment be a warning.

8. Stifilnecked.—Obstinate ; hard to in-
fluence, stubborn. Yield.—Come into cove-
nant relation with the Lord. Before you can
come into communion with God you mwust
accept Him as your God. 'The stubborn will
must yield to the will of God.

9. ifye turn.~Turning to the Lord is the
only way of escaping the due reward of our
sin. If we return to God in the way ol
duty, He will return in the way of mercy.

10. Scorn —They made light of the invita-
tion and not only refused to comply, but re-
fused with disdain.

_li. Humbled,—Manifested sorrow for their
sins. Came.—Signifying submissiun to God.

12. One heart.—They were unanimous in
their desire to Qligerve the feast,
v




QUESTIONS.

Juniors.

I. Who was Hezekiah? To whom did he
write letters? Why did he want them to
come to Jerusalem ?  What kind of a king was
Hezekiah?  What was- the ‘‘ Passover ???
Where was it to be observed ?

2, What did the king and princes do?

3. Why could they not keep the feast at the
proper time? Av what other time could they
keep it?

4. What did the king think of this plan?

§. What did they establish? To whomdid
they make the proclamation?  Where was
Dan? Where was Beersheba? Whatis meant
by ‘‘from Beersheha to Dan ?

6. How did they call the people? Who
commanded the letters? What request did
the king make? Why did he ask them to re-
turn? What great blessing would follow their
return ?

7. What had their fathers done? How did
they transgress? How did God punish them ?

8. What is ““ stiffnecked *’? What is meant
by yielding to God. Whatis it to enter into
his senctuary 2 How canwe serve God? Why
was God angry with the people of Israel ?

9. What would they find if they turned to
God? What will God do to those who repens
and turn to him ?

10. How fardid they send the letters? How
did the people of Israel receive tiem?

12, What di@ the people of Judah think of
the feast ?

Soniors.

Vs, 1-8.—What kingdom did Hezekiah rule
over? To what kingdom did Ephraim and
Manasseh belong? What led to the division
of the tribes? When was the Passover insti-
tuted and what did it commemorate? What
obstacles were in the way to prevent the
observance of the feast at the proper time?
How did the king obviate the delay of a year?
Where did he find his authority for the change
of date? What steps did they take fo gecure
full attendance? What is implied in the
observance ¢f the ordinances of God’s house ?
What results follow neglect of worship of
God? ’

6-9 —What was Hezekiah’sdesire in regard
to the whole of Israel? What was implied in
the title with which Hezekiah speaks of God ?
What was the sin of their fathers mentioned
in v. 7?2 To what great duty does Hezekiah
urge the people of Israel? What results would
follow its observance? What attributes of
God’s character are mentioned in:v. 9.

10-83.—How was the message from the king
received? Do you know of any other king
who sends messages to men? How ave they

PRACTICAL

First things first. Our Lord, who knew all
beings and all interestn, says: ‘¢ Seek first the
kingdom of God and His righteousness.”” It
was upon this principle that Hezekiash was
acting. He desired first to worship and serve
God ; being convineed that no success or pros-
perity could come to his kingdom or people
without the blessing of God.

Whatever the Lord has commanded that we
ought to obey. Whutever else we may forget

received?  What is the result if they are neg-
lected?
THOUCHTS.

ed by divine authority ; the example of Christ
and his disciples. We are enjoined not to for-
get to assemble in the house of God. If we
had nothing more, the promise of the Loxrd to
be present to bless should be enough.
Forgetfulness of God and his worship will
certainly be followed by sorrow and distress.
The apostacy and idolatry of the fathers of
Israel had been their ruin. We should be
warned against this sin by their punishment.

or ueglect we cannot afford to forget or neglect
the commands of God.

Our greatest delight should be in the observ-
ance of the ordinances of God’s Liouse. If we
truly love God we will delight to meet and
commune with him in his sanctuary. Some
wholly forsake the house of God, others attend
only occasionally, jast as convenience or in-
clination may serve. In other cases any iri-

fling thing is sufficient excuse for ahsence.
Attendance upon puuiic worship is sanction-

Forsaking of sin and turning to God is the
only way whereby we can enjoy the favor and
blessing of God.

We shonld enter into covenant with the
Lord to serve him forever. This is our honor
and happiness.

God’s mercy and grace will be abundantly
manifested to those who seek to honor and
serve him.

We chould be all of one mind and heart as
regords the serving and worshipping of God.

ANSWER IN WRITING.

1. What was the Passover?

2. What rules had been given for its observance?

3. Tell what you know of Hezekiah’s Passover?

4, Who is called “Our Passover”? Why?
111
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Lesson VII.
Lesson, 2 Kings, 19 ¢ 20.22, 28-37.

20. Then Isniah theson of Amoz sontto Hezekiah,
sayini;, Thus saith the Lord Gor’ of Isrnel, That which
thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of
Assyria Thave heard,

21. This is the word that the Lord hath spoken con-
cerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath
desplsed thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the
daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head st thee,

22, Whom hast thou rePronched and_ blasphemed ?
and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and
lifted up thinc eyes un high ? even against the Holy
One of Israel, .

28, Because thy rage against meand thy tumultis
come up into mine ears, therefore I will puat my hook |
in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn
thee back by the way by which thou camest.

29, And thisshail be asign unto thee, Ye shall cat
this yeur such things us;:row of themselves, and in |
the second year that which springeth of the same;
and in the third year sow ye¢, and reap, and plant'
vineyards, and eat the fruits thercof.

30, And the remnant that is escaped of the house of

THE ASSYRIAN INVASION,

Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear
frultupward.

November 13tH, 1898,

Read the chapter and Psalms 46and 48  Commiit vs. 32-34.

31, For outof Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant,
and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of
the Lord of hosts shall do this,

82 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the
king of Assyria, He shall not come into this eit?'. nor
shaot an arrow there, nor come before it with shicid,
nor cast o bank against it,

33 Bythe way that he came, by the sameghall he
return, and shall not cowe into this city, saith the

rd,

34, For I will defend this city. to save it for mine
own sake, and for«my servant David's suke.

30, And it came o pass that night that theangel of
he Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the
As%ynans an hundred fourscore and five thousand :
and when they arose early in thc morning, behold,
they were allidead corpses. )

86, So Sennachrib King of Assyrin departed, and
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. |

87. And it came to pass. as he was worshipping in
the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and
Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword : and
they escaped into the land of Armenia: and
Esarhaddon hisson reigned in his stead,

GOLDEN TEXT.

DAILY READINGS.’

CATECHISM.
Q. 44. What doth the preface {o

“God #s our refage srnd
strength, a very present hclp
in trouble.”—~Psa, 46 : 1.

LESSON PLAN.

1. Warning to Evil Doers, 20-25,
2, Promises t God's People, 29-34.
8. Doom of Evil Doers, 3-87,

M, Refuge in trouble, 2 Kings 19
8-19.

T. The Assyrian invasion, 2Kings
19: 20-28.

w. Thl% Assyrian invasion, 2 Xings

T, I-Iclzgkiah‘s' Prayer, Isaiah 88:

F. Thauksgiving, Tsaiah 38: 9-92,

S. A songof deliverance, Psalm 76,

S. Reliance on God, Psaln 46.

the ten commandments teach us?
_ A, The preface to_the ten com-
mandments teacheth us, that be-
cause God is the Lord, and our
God, and Redeetner, therefore we
are bound o keep all las com-
mandments,

LESSON HYIINS,
Nos, 65: (Ps.) 552, b42, 503

Hezekiah was one of the best of the kings
of Judah. As recorded in last Sunday’s
lesson, he restored the feast of the Puss-
over, which had been long neglected. It is
8aid in the chapter preceding this one, that
he surpassed all other kings of Judah in his
trust in God. Vet he wasnot without trouble
both from sickness and war. Sennacherib,
king of Assyrin, invaded his land and be-
seiged Jerusalem, He used threats, reviling,
and blasphemy, to lead the people to sur-
render. Hezekiah sought help from God and
asked the aid of his true prophet Isainh, and
was not disappointed. Our lesson tells of the
end of the seige.

20.—God revealed to Isaiah the prayer of
Hezekiah, and sent his answer by the yreat
prophet. 1| have heard.—That is, heard
favorably, and determined %o give help.

2{.~Many in Jerusalem were very much
afraid of the Assyrians; but the words of this
verse are from the poinb of view of Jehovah,
and all who fully trusted him.

22.—These questions are intended to con-
vict the Assyrian king and his captains of
presumptuous and very sinful conduct in their
reproaching of God and his people. To reproach
is to charge with disgraceful conduct.

28. My hook.—A figure drawn from the
breaking in of unruly animals, such as bulls,
teaching that Sennacherib is wholly undor the

112

control of God, andcan proceed in conguest
only as far as God permits. Bridle —A simi-
lar thought, founded on the method of subdu-
ing a fractious horse.

29.—Here the words begin to be addressed
to Hezekiah and the people of Jerusalem,
The seige was to last for two years, during
which the people would bé hindered from cul-
tivating the soil; but by the third year
all hindrance would be removed by the de-
struction of the Assyrian army.

30. Remnant.—This word shows that
many would perish during the seige, but that
the remainder would become again firmly
established in the land.

32.—The words of this verse suggesta
blockade rather than an active seige.

34. David’s sake.—In order that God’s
promise to David might be fulfilled.

35.--The way in which this multitude was
slain is not made known ; but the cause of
the destruction is stated, namely, God.
Whatever God sends to do his work mey be
called anangel. When they arose.—Those
remaining alive found their fellows dead.

86.—Departed. —Terrified because of the
awful destruction which had overtaken his
army.

37.—The blasphemer of the true God was
thus cut off by his own sons, whilst worship-
ping his own false gods.

_ e e e



QUESTIONS.

Juniors,.

20 ~Name o great prophet of the time of
Hezekinh ? What was his father’s name?
Whose words did this prophet send to Heze-
kiah ? About what had Hezekiah prayed?
Did God hear his prayer? Who was Senna-
cherib ?

21 —~What was Zion? What does God say
the people of Zion did to Sennacherib ?

22.—What is the answer to both questions
in this verse? Give the meaning of the words
“reproach,” and * blaspheme™? Who is the
Holy One of Israel? .

28.—Did God know what Sennackerib had
been saying about him ? What did God
threaten to do to him ?

29.-~To whom does God here speak?
What is meant by ‘¢ the things that grow of
themselves”? Why could the people not
sow nor reap during three years? What
change was to come by the third year ?

30.—What is a remnant? What was to
become of the others? What is meant by
taking root and bearing fruit? o

3l.—-Who would preserve this remnant?
What two names of places are in this verse?
Do they refer to the same place ?

32.—Who promises to defend the city?
What city ? For whose sakes would God pre-
serve it ?

35.—~How were the Assyrians slain? How
many ? Were there any left alive ?

37.—Tell about Sennacherib’s death ?

Seniors.

20.—Give anather instance of an answer to
a prayer of Hezekinh. Isa. 38: 1.5. Had
Hezekiah asked the help or advice of Isaiah?
V.2, What had alrendy happened to the
kingdom of Israel ? Ch. 17: 5, 6.
2(~-28.—Under what figure is the city here
represented ? 'What did the shaking of the
head mean? Mk, 15: 29. What words show
the presumption of the Assyrian leaders? Can
anything be gained by rage against God?
Does God hear insolence as well as prayer?
Give another example of such conduct.
1 Sam. 17:45. What is the common use of
hooks (nose rings) and bridles? Aveliteral
hooks here meant ? What is the force of the
statement about hook and bridle ?

29-34.—To whom are the words of verses
29-34 addressed? In what books of the Bible
do we frequently find the word remnant ? Isa.
1:9; 10:20, ete. Jer, 23:3; 31:7, etc. What
figure representing this remnant is suggesced
by the words ‘‘root” and “fruit”? In what
ways are the acts of beseigers described ? Who
was to defend she city ?

388.37.—Give another notable instance of
smiting attributed to an angel. What book
of the Bible relates largely to Ninevah ? What
was tho nature of Sennacherib’s death? In
what act was he engaged at the moment of
death? What must bave been the character
of his suns? What does this murder show
about the effect of heathen religions ?

PRACTICAL THOUCHTS.

1. The twentieth verse gives God’s asser-
tion through Isniah that he has heard prayer ;
and if he heard the prayer of Hezekiah, he
will hear that of any one who comes to him in
a similar spirit and with similar faith. Prayer
seemed the only thing possible for man at the
time, and there are circumstances in every life
in which prayer is the only resource. At such
times let prayer to God not be forgotten ; and
as_here, 1t may be all that is needed. God
will do all the rest if the prayer is sincere.

2. The destruction of Sennacherib and his
host is & warning for all against blasphemy,
spenkin% against God, and profaning God’s
name., It reminds s of the commandment
““Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord
thy God in vain.” This sin is the most mani-
fest folly, either in the case'of one who be-
lieves in Giod or an atheist. It is rank non-
sense to use the name of One whose existence

fane the name of the Almighty One, in whose

believe he exists. R

3. The 28th verse shows how completely all
are in God’s power. Every movement of body
and mind is under the control and permission
of God. But God cannot force men to b=
good or bad. In this, in order to be free, that
18, in order to be man, he is permitted to
choose. But God can put his hook in our
nose and bridle in our lips, to use the same
figure, and turn us back from any exploit
which we may purpose.

4. God’s ways of dealing with man’s impiety
are various. He shows much patience; but
often, when destruction does come, it is swift
and terrible.  One hundred and eighty-five
thousand deaths in an army in one night,
without human sgency, appals one, and should
lead us not to trifle with the name above

you deny ; and it is plainly madness to pro-

every name.

ANSWER IR WRITlNG.
1. Sketch briefly Hezekiah’s conduct in this time of trouble,

Lo

Judges 7:19-23; 1 Sam. 14:12-16.

2. Compare his conduct with that of Jehoram under similar circumstances. 2Xi. 6:24-83,
3. Give other instances of Isrnel's enemies being destroyed by God’s direct agency.
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Lesson VIII.

MANASSEH’S SIN AND REPENTANCE, November 20th, 18¢8,

I.esson, 2 Chron. 33: 9-16, Read 2 Chron, 33. Commit vs, 12, 13,

9, So Manasseh mnue Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem to err, and to do worse than the heathen,
whou? the Lord had destroyed before the children of

Isracel

10, And the Lord spake to Manasseh, and to his
people ; but they would not hemken,

11, Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the
captains of the host of the king of Assyria, which took
‘“fannsseh among the thorns, and bound him with
fetters, and carried him to Babylon,

12 And when he was in afiliction, he hesought the
Lord his iod, and humbled himself greatly before the
God of his fathels,

13. And prayed unto him and he was entreated of
him, and heard ‘his supplication, and brought him

GOLDEN TEXT,

again to Jerusalem into his  kingdom, Then
anusseh knew that the Lord he was Gad,

14, Now after this he built o wall witho ¢ the city
of David, on the west side of Gihon, in the valley,
even to the entering in at the fish-gite, and compags:
ed about-Ophel, and raised it u]]) a very great heigh,
‘z,mg ut captains of war in nll the fenced citiesof

udah,

15. And he took away the strange gods, and t
idol out of the house of the Lord, ana ull the alt:H:
that he had built in the mount of the house of the
Lord, and in Jernsalem, and cast them out of the city,

16, And he repaired the altar of the Lord, and sacri.
ficed thereon pence-offerings, and commanded Judyh

DAILY READINGS,
™ «¢If we confess cur sins, ho | M, A wicked son, 2Chron, 333 1.8.

to serve the Lovd God of Israel,

CATECHISM,
Q. 45. Which Is the first com-

is falthinl and just to forgive T, God’s Judgment, 2 Kings 21; { maniment?

1Y our shag, and to cleanse us
from_all uun:ighteousness,”—1
Johnls 9.

10-17,

LESSON PLAN.

1, Sinning Greatly, vs. 9, 10,
2. Great\Y Alilicted, v, 11,

4, Humbled Greatly, vs, 12, 13,
4, Greatly Changed, vs. 14-16.

15: 11-24.

A, The first eommand. ent s,

W, Manasseh’s sin and repent- { Thou slhalt have no othes gads
ance, 2 Chron, 83: 9-16,

¥, Anger with sin, Jer, 15 1-7.

T, Promiseof merey, Deut, 30:1-10,

S, A penitent’s prayer, Psalm 51,

8, Repentance and return, Luke

before me,
LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 529, 579, 530, 506,

Manasseh lost his father, the good Hezekiah,
when twelve years cld, and passed his youth
in that perilous seat—a throne. His com-
rades would be such men as are wont to haunt
the court of o minor king, ready to flatter his
vanity, that they might prey on his bounty,
ov to iure him to evil, that they might secure
their swsy. But his guardians were not all
evil, Eliakim, that father to Jerusalem, was
a good man, ond Hezekiah's care was about
him in childhood. Isaiah, Hosea, Joel, Na-
hum, and Habakkuk, prophesied in his reign.

9, To err.—He led them astray in religion,
turning from God to idols, and then, as usual,
oll other iils followed. Do worse.—In two
‘ways : They ran to greater excess in the evils
that accompanied their idolatrous worship,
and besides, it was worse for them because
they knew better than the heathen. De-
stroyed.—The Canaanites who had lived
there when Israel came from Egypt.

i0. Spake.—By the prophets, Isaiah and
others. God first tried warning and persua-
sion. HNot hearken.—Parent calling diso-
‘bedient child that pays no attention.

11.—Brought uponr them.—God uses evil
‘men to effect His purposes. He has widely
iverse ministries to make men listen to him.

,7he thorns.—Perhaps he had taken refugein

o thicket. Fetters.—Double chains of brass,
Carried.—Coptives were sometimes chuined
to the victor's chariot wheels. The march
would be a long, toilsome, and cruel one, with
a little of the horrors of the slave trail in
Africs. in recent times.

12. Affliction.—~See Ps. 137. Besought,—
Humbled,—~Prayed,—.herod had been sen
in love, and fulfilled its purpose.

13 Heard.—God is merciful. Brought.—
The king of Babylon sent him back in honor,
to serve as a ouffer between Egypt and
Assyria, but really God was carrying out His
own purposes. K new.—Manasseh had 2 sore
lesson, and did not forget it.

14. Built—~He now trusted in God, but he
used all the means within his power. Like
Cromwell’s ** Trust God and keep your pow-
der dry.”

15.—Strange gods.—See Lesson I. It was
like the ©* reformation under Aca  over again.
Aitavs —To strange gods.

18. Repaired, Sacrificed, Command-
ed.—He set the example, and bade the people
follow. But he found that it was easier to
lead astray than to lead back again, for the
Eeople loved the excesses of the worship in the

igh places, and kept to it.
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GULBTIONS,

Juniors.

When did Mannsseh come to the chtone? V. 1.
Who was his fathet ?
Nume the prophets who lived then.
Oli-'-By whabt neing did he mike the people
eir .
_ Nemo the several kinds of idols he brought

i

Whab were some of the evil things the
henthen did ? .

Can yoa tell about the Lord’s driving out
the heathen ? i

10.—How did God speak to Manasseh ? 2
Kings, 21 : 10.

‘What was the message ?

How was it received ?

1l.—How was the king punished for not
obeying God ?

12.~How did he act in his affliction ?

What name is given to God hers ¢

{8.~How did God answer his prayer ?

What effect had the prayer and its answer
on Manasseh ?

14 ~How did he strengthen his kingdom %

{6.—~What reforms did he bring about ?

16.—What did hedo for the Temple services ?

What was his command to Judah ?

How far could this command undo the evils
he had wrought ?

PRACTICAL

I.—How great the loss of a godly parent
before .ne character is fixed.

2.~How perilous the early inheritancs of
wealth and power. Manasseh ruled others
before he had learned to rule himself.

3.— When the children of the godly be-
come vicious they sometimes become worse
than the average of wicked men.” Apostate
Israel does ‘worse than the heathen.’ This is
ala 7 of character. *‘Both virtue and deprav-
ity are in exact ratio to the resistance over-
come, ““The child. of godly pareats cannot
tamper with temptation v ithout the greatest
peril.  His conscience suffers a more fatal
violence. His subsequent conversion is less
probable.”
. 4.—~How great is the encoaragement to be-
lisving parents to pray for their children.
What instance could seem more hopeless than
Monasseh’s? A half century after his godly
father’s death ; & monumental sinner ‘mean-
time ; ablast he calls upon his father's God.

5.~Manasseh’s case givesno encouragement

Senioia.

Whab good infligties wes about Manasssh
i thildhood tnd lust in early youth? To
what, influence would o young kitig bv &%
posed ? DMention the prophets who lived dir-
ing his reifi, L )

9:10.=By what ineans difl Mahasseh thalks
tho people err ? Mention the different kinds

the temple service 7 What were some of the
evils of the heathen ? Tell of their destrue-
tion. What would have been the consequence
to Isrnel had the iniyuitous Canaanites been
left side by side with them ? Were the Lord’s
messages for the pLople’s evident good ? Did
the people consider them so? How does God
speak now ?
_H.—What manner of men were the Assyrians?

Deut. 28 : 49, 50; Jer. 5 : 15; 6 : 22,

How were captives treated by conquerors in
ancient times ? Is affliccion altogether evil ?

12-13.—What change come bver Manasseh
in affliction ¢ How was his humility shown ?
With whom does the Lord delight to dwell ?
What is the typical attitude of the sinner
coming to Christ ?

{4-16.~What knowledge did he thus gain ?
. What is it to know God ? How did his changed
life show itself in deeds ?

THOUGHTS.

to presamption. It has often been said of the
malefactor on the ecross that “one deathbed
repentance is recorded that none may despair,
but only one, that none may presume.” Mun-
asseh ‘“became an example of illustrigns gilt.
But he was one of a thousand. No other such
is clearly declared in the Scriptures to have
run that risk with safety at last. God can
save < goul in such extremity of sin. But it
is like lifting to its place again a fallen star.”

6.—Manasseh’s return is a.well-spring of
hope to all true penitents. If anyone might
despair on looking back, Manasseh should.
He had sinned exceeding deeply against ex-
oeeding grace. He had seduced others into
gin, Yet he was pardoned and restored, that
all whe share his penitence might have hope.

7.—The scars of sin forgi-°n still remsain.
Manasseh counld noi undo the evil he had
wrought. Though he removed idolatry and
threw all his influence upon the side of the
temple worship, the people did sacrifice still in
the high places.

ANSWER IN WRITIHG.

1. How did Manesseh sin exceedingly 2
2. How was Manassch afficted severely?
3. How did Manasseh humble himself greatly ?
4, How wes Manasseh prospered exceptionally ?
5. How was Marasseh changed completely ?
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Lesson IX.
ILesson, Proverbs 4: 10-19,

10, Mear, O my son, and receive my suyings; and
the yeurs of thy iifc shull be many.

11. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I
have led thee inright puths,

12 When thou goest, thy steps shull not be straiten-
ed 3 and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble,

13. Take fast hold of instruction ; let her notgo:
keep her; forghe i3 thy life,

14. Enter not into the puth of the wicked, and go
not in the way of ¢vil men.

GOLDEN TIXT.

“My son, if sinners entioe | M, Temperance
thee, consent thou not.”—Prov., 10-19.
1: 10

LESSON PLAN

H B

1, Counsels, vs,10-13.
2, Warnings, 1417,
3. A Contrast, 1819

m w

A proverb is the * wisdom of many in the
wit of one.” In Scripture the word means
similitude or comparison. The book we study
to-day is called ‘'the Proverbs of Solomon” or
simply ‘‘Proverhs”. Solomon is said (1 Kings
4: 32) to have spoken three thousand prov-
erbs.  Seleotions from these were probably
made by himself, and are found in chap. 1: 7-
24. The men of Hezekiah, probably Isaiah,
Hosea, -and Micab, collected chaps. 26-29.

Agur is said to have written chap 30. Chap.
31: 1-9 is asoribed to King Lemuel,

I.Counsels. (0. Hear, O myson.—The
advice of o teacher to his pupil. Seholars in
the schools of the prophets were called sons of
the prophets, Jud. 17: 10,1 Sam. 10:12. 2
Kings 2:12. 1n Prov. 1: 8, the reference is to
parents .and their son, but here probably to
teacher and pupil.

Parents are the natural teachers of their
children. Honor, in the fifth commandment,
includes obey. Obedience here has the pro-
wise of long life.

il. § have taught, led, but willnow teach
thee more fully, and leadthee further. 3 17.
Tustruction aud direction are the two elements
in the father’s teaching.

§2. Gosest, refers to the daily life wish its
ordinary events, duties and temptations.
Runnest, refers to life’s apecial duties and
more important undertakings. Wisdom is
needed always in heing, doing, and sufiering.

13. Take fast hold implies to learn and
put into practice. In moral things we know
really only what we practice. We lose what
wedonotuse. Matt. 25:29. Instruction im-
plies discipline. It always costsus effort, often.
pain. Lite. Itgives life, and makes our life
a worthy one.

11, Warnings—The ways of wisdom and

TEMPERANCE LESSON.
Read the Chapter.

DAILY READINGS.

T, Companionship, Prov, 13: 5-20,
W, The mocker, Prov, 20; 1-7,

. The way ofsinners,Prov,1; 7-19,
. A path of woe, Isaiah 5: 11-23,
., Bad and good fruit, Gal, 5:16-26.
, The two ways, Psalm 1.

.and they are troubled unless they have tempted

folly are zmt.'sgomjs_l;i,g from beginning to end.
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November 27th, 18¢8,
Commit vs. 14, 15,

15. Avold it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass
away.
16, For they sieep nnt, except they have done mis.
chief; and their slecp Is taken away, unless they
cause some to fall,

7. For they eut the bread of wickedness, and drink
the wine of violence, i

18. But the path of the justis as the shining light,
that shineth more and more unto the periect duy,

19. The way of the wicked is as darkness ; they
know nat at \\‘ha_xt they stumble. ©

CATECHISM.

Q. 46, What is required in the
first commandment?

A, The first commandment re-
quireth us to know and acknowl-
edge God to be the only true Ged,
and our God ; and to worship and
glorify him accordingly,

lesson, Prov, 4:

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos, 63, 1-3 (Ps,) 127, 260, 53,

12-15. Enter,~go not,—avoid, are three
stages. He forbids taking the first step in the
way of the wicked. 1If already the first step
has been taken, go no farther, withdraw as far
ag possible from evil. Never dally with tempta-
tion. Refuse at once. Eve listened to the
tempter and yielded. Jesus resisted ab once
and conquered. Gen. 3: 1-6; Matt. 4: 1-11,
This is the true method of dealing with the sin
of strong drink. Enfer not, go no¥, avoid, pass
away. :

16. They sleop not.—The tendency of do-
ing evil is to become a habit. The habit is
always with us. It becormes the daily life.
‘Worse still,they cannotsleep unless evilis done;

others to fall. Read carefully Matt, 18: 6-9.
Strong drink has this effect, It loves the com-
pany of other sins, )

{7.—The tendency of a wicked life is to be-
come a violent one. Bread of wickedness
is bread obtained by evil deeds. Wine of
violence isnot wine which produces violence,
but wine obtained by violent deeds. They get
their daily food by acts of violence. See Deut.
16: 3 ; Ps. 127: 2; Amos2: 8. How true this
is of those who are victims of strong drink.

Bit. A constrast is drawn in 18-19 be
tween the path of the just and the path of the
wicked, Path is cowrse of life. The path of
the just is lile the sun rising, and brightening
till noon. The life begins in the light of good-
ness, purity, and joy, and goes on increasing
until it endsin falness of joy, and the pleasures
at God’s right hand. Fs. 84: 7.

The path of the wicked begins in the dark-
ness of ignorance, error, and sin, and grows
darker and darker till it endsin the “outer
darkn;zss, »? “the hlackness of darkness for
ever.



QUESTIONS.

Juniors.

What is.n proverhb? What arc your three
favorite English proverbs? Your three favorite
Seripture ones? What writers had a share in
making or collecting the proverbs in this book?

1i Solomon was the teacher, who was the son
in verse 102 How did he earry out his father’s
instructions?  Was Solomon’s son fond of pro-
verbs ?  Pick out the proverbs in 1 Kings 12
9.1, How can we lay hold of instruction ?
How keepit? Whab does the first psalm say
about progress in evil ?

What ave the steps in the life of one who be-
comes a drankard ? What reasons can you
give for being a total abstainer?

Canyou giveany good reason why you should
Jearn to drink hitoxicating Hquor?

What things make the good man’s path a
bright one ?

What things make the wicked man’s path a
dark one ?

Seoniors.

10-13 ~Solomen spoke three thousand pro-

verbs. How many of themare in this book ?

What other booksare said to have been written
by Solomon ? Whatsubjects did he write upon?
When the Lord said to Solomon, “ ask
whaug [ shall give thee,”” whet was his request?
TFiml passages in Scripture where father means
teacher, and son, scholar. What is the mean-
ing of *‘wisdom"” in this book? Try to make
s complete definition of it, What things bloel
the path to evil? What gate opens into the
path of the just? Why does Jesus eall it o
strait gate, and why spealk of the nnrrow
way ? .

#4-17.—What is the wise course in reference
to strong drink ? What are the effects of strong
drink wpon the person using it? How does it
affect his body, his mind, and hisspirit ? What
other sins are the companions of drunkenness?

(8-19,—What helps are there along the path
of the just to make it even brighter? Name
some things the good man gains along his puth.
What does the sinner lose along the puth of
esil? What are some of the enemies that rob
him as he goes? When he reaches the end
what has he lost ? ]

B

PRACTICAL

Reaa our Lord’s parable of the sower to learn
the different.kinds of soil upon which the good
seed of the kingdom falls. ~Upon whatkind of
soil will your teacher’s instruction fall when

THOUGHTS.

enter upon it. If a bad habit has begun to be
formed let it get no further hold upon you.
Avoid evil companions, whether they be
thoughts, feelings, pictures, books, boys, or

you are taught this lesson? What means|girls.

should you teie to lay fast hold upon it and
Leep it?

An old man became n believer in Christ at a man with green withs, which he ma;
When he was celebrating | break, then with new ropes which are stronger,

cighty yearsof age.

. Read the story of Samson tolearn how aman
is gradually conquered by sin. It first binds
easily

his birthday at the age of eighty-four hisgrand- | but at the last it puts out his eyes, sends him

son asked him how old he was, he replied, *1
am only a listle child of four years. Four
years ago I began to live a real, true life.”?
The years of the body may be many, while the
years of the spirit may have been few. We
begin to live when wo give ourselves to Christ.
Give yourself early to Him that the years of
thy real life may be many onearth.

Ounly a.good life isa free one. In leadingan
evil life we are binding ourselves hand and
font, and making ourselves slaves.

& prisoner to grind in the prison of his enemies,
.and onlv brings him out to make sport for
* Philistines.

The wise choice in selecting life’s path is to
take the one which grows brighter right on to
the end. Shakespeare speaks of a ‘ primrose
path which leads to the eternal bon-fire”—

. flowers in the beginning, suffering at last.

Chogse the one on which you can have the com-

pgm}onship of Jesus all the way, and then when
1 you reach the valley of the shadow you will

The wise way in dealing with evil is not to fearnoevil,forHisrod andstaff will comfort you.

ANSWER IN WRITING.
1.- What different paths are here mentioned ?

2, What is said of those who travel in them ?

3. Where do they end ?
4, What things help in either path ?

5. In which are you trying to walk ?
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Lesson X.
Legson, 2 Kings 22; §-20,

§. And Tiilliah the tigi priest said unto Shaphan
gxc seribey £ havae fotind the bouk of the Jaw in the
iouse of tie. Totd ; und Hilkiah gave the book to
Bhupha, ind he redd it. ]

. Ard SHaphan the seribe came to thie king, and
hrotight tflc king word aguii, and sald, Thy servants
e githiefed the woney that vas found in the
toude, ind lave del veteﬁ It into the hand of them
that dd the tvork, thab havs the oversight of the
house of the Lord. ]

{\nd Spaphan the seribe slintwed the king, say-

Tilkinh the priest hath delivered e a iook:
Shaphdn reud it before the king. R

11. And it came to pass, when the king had hedid
the lwords of the book of the law, that he rent his
tlothes.

12, And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest,
and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Aelibor theson
of Michaiah, and Shaphan the seribe, and Asahiah a
servant of the king's, saying,

14, Goye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the
peaple, and for all Judah, concerning the wordsof
this book that is found : for great is the wrath of the
Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers
have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to
do according unto all that which is written concern-

ng us.

14, So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor,
and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the
prophetass, the wife of Shaltum theson of Tikvah,

ZDEN TEXT.

i 1.
1
and

181 BOOK OF THE LAW FOUND.
Read 4 Chron. 34.

DAILY READINGS.
“ Blessod are they that keep | M. A good King, 2 Kings 22: 17,

December 4th, 188;
Commit Verse 1d,

son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she
dwelt in Jerusalem in the college ;) and they com.
muned with her.

15. And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me,

16. Thussalih the Lord, Behold, 1 will bring ev)
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof
cven all the words of the book which the kingot
Juaah hath read:

17. Beeause they have forsaken me, and have bumng
incense unto other gods, that they mfght provoke me
to anger with all the works of their hands ; therefore
my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and
shall not be quenched. X

18. But to the king of Judah, which sent you tofp.
quire of the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thyg
saith the Lotd God of Israel, As touching the words
which thou hast heard; : .

14, Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast
humbled thyself before the Lord. when thou keardest
what I spake against this place, and against the
inhabitants thereof, that they should become a duso-
lation, and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and
wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the

ord

20. Behold, therefore, I will gather thee untothy
fathers, and thou shalt be {zathex‘ed into thy gravein
peace ; and thine eyes shall not see all the evilwhich
I will bring upon this place. And they brought the
king word again,

CATECHISM.
Q. 47. What is forbidden in the

his testimonies, and thatsevk | T. The Book of the Law found, | first commandment?

him with the whole heart.”—
Psa.119: 2.

LESSON PLAN,

1. The Law Found, vs, 8-10.

2. The King’s Sorrow, vs. 11-13,
3. The Doom of Sin, vs, 14-17.
4. Mercy to Penitence, vs 18-20,

Amen was ope of the moss wicked kings of
Judah ; yet his sen Josiah was among the best
—tender, pious, and faithfiil. But he was
only eight years old at the time of his father’s
death, so that he was not lung under the influ-
ence of his father’s example , and he does not
seem to have inherited his father’s disposition.

His mother’s name was Jedidah, (Beloved),
and though we know nothing of her life, it
may be that, as has so often happened, the
young prince’s life and character were mould-
ed by the influence and teaching of a geod
mother. In the eighth year of his reign,
which was the sixteenth year of his life, he set
himself to destroy idolatry out of Judah ; and
ten years later the event took place which is
deseribed in our lesson.

8. High Priest.—Only one held this office
ata time.  Scribe —A student and inter-
preter of the Law. Matt. 22:35, 36. Book
of the Law.—See Deut. 31:24.

9. Tho money.—Planned by king Jeho-
ash, 2 XKings 12:4-9. Oversight.—See 2
Chro. 34: 8-13.

1t. Rent his elothes.—Asa sign of fear or
SOITOW,

13. Enquire of the Lord.—Tind ous

Kings 22, 829, !
w. Ef%ect 0% the Book, 2 Kings 23: | biddeth the denying or not wor
1-8 .

T. Ptitt{qg away evil, 2 Kings 23:
F., Thellu,;.vin the heart, Deut, 6: | gione,

8. Hear, learn, and fear, Deut, 31

God’s will. This was generaily done hy meant

ity shouid begin,

A, The first commandment for-

shipping and glorifying the trae
G_ozi’. as God and our 905 ; andthe
giving of that worship and glory
to any other which is due to Him

LESS0ON HYMNS.

S. The pt.zrfeet law, Psalm 19: 7 14. | Nos. 92, {Ps.) 435, 504, 575.

the Mosaic Law and the warnings in Deutero-
nomy. See Deut. 29. Kindied against
us . —Here God’s wrath is compared to a fire,
which is ready to destroy the people of Judah.

14. Hilkiah, means *portion of Jehovaly;
Achbor., & movse; Shaphan, a coney;
Huidah, a weasel ; Shallum, retribution;
Tikveh, expectation.

§3.—This verse shows that Huldah knew the
mind of Ged regarding the breaking of his
law; but how she discerned God’s thoughts we
arenot told. See Amos3:7.The man. Josiah.

16. Bring evil—Calamity, such as war,
exile, captivity. God is never spoken of as
the cause of moral evil. Words of the
Book —The destruction threatened in Deuter-
onomy as sure to follow disobedience to God.

17. Forsaken.—Ceased to worship and
obey. Burntincense—One form of hovor-
ing a diety, by burning some sweet-smelling
substance. Not quenched.—Would con-
tinme until Judah would be carried into cap-
tivity, and cease to be a nation.

19 —This verse isa promise that thecaptivity
would not take place during his life.

20. Gather thee, ete.—A frequent phrase
in the Old Testament which indicated the
death of the person referred to. In peace.~
Before the war which would end In ¢aptiy

e o el s



QUESTIONS.

Juniors. .

8.—Name the high priest at this tiwme.
Nome one of the seribes. What had the high
priest found ? Where ? Deut. 31: 24-26. What
did the seribe do with the book? Who had
sent Shaphan to the temple 2 On what errand?
Vs, 4-86.  What word did ho hring back ?

10.—What did he show the king? What
else did he do?

—What did the king do? What for?

13. —What did Josish do about it? Whose
will did he wish vo know? Whose wrath did
ho fear? What was the cause of this wrath ?

14.~To whom did they go? Where did the
prophetess live?

18.—~Whose words did she give in answer?
Who had sent them ?

16.~What did God say he would do to the
oity and people?

17.—~What were the ressons for bringing
evil upon them ? How had the people pro-
voked God ?

18.—~Who was king of Judah? What had
he sent them for ?

{9 —What is said of the king’s henrt?
What bad he done? What had led Lkim to
humble himself? What were the signs of his
humility ?

20.~What do the words ‘‘ gathered unto
thy father ’’ mean?

PRACTICAL

1. The losing sight of the Book of the Law
was one cause of the sin and idolatry of the
people. The two things naturally go together.
This should teach us to make use of the Bible
constantly. Copies are now so numerous that
they will not all belost ; butif their contents
are not studied and applied, the result v/ill be
the same——forgetfulness of the true God, and
practical idolatry. The larger the place which
the traths of the Bibls occupy in the minds of
the people, the less likely are they to become
unfaithful to God, :

2. The greater interest shown by the king in
the contents of the book, as compared with the
laying out of the money found in the temple,
shows us the true way. of valuing cbedience to
God as compared with outward forms of wor-+
ship. It is well to repeir and beautify
churches, but if the Waord of God is neglected,
and little account taken of it, all our labor
and external worship will amount to nothing.

Serilors.

1-7.—~Regardiny Josiah, give the names of
his parents, the Jharacter of his father, and his
own character. For what purpose did Josiah
send Shaphan to Hilkiak? What was the
character of the men who repaired the temple ?

8-10.—What does the finding of the book as
of an unknown thing show? To what does
disuse of the Bible always lead? What privi-
lege belonged to the High Priest alone ? Heb,
9:7. What was the occupai s of theScribes?
What part of Shaphan’s report seema to have
interested the king most ?

11-4.—What sign of sorrow or fear did the
king show? What did lis sorrow lead him to
do? For whose sake did he wish to know
God’s will? Whose power did Josiah fear as a
result of the broken law? What was the
nature of the work of & prophet or prophetess ?

15-20.—What did Huldah say as to the con-
sequences of the disregard of the law? What.
gins are mentioned? Was it a national calam-
ity that was threatened ? Under what figure:
is God’s anger represented in the words
¢ kindled ” and ‘¢ quenched”? What indi-
vidual was promised exemption from the
threatened destruction, and why? What en-
couragement to penitence have we in the 19th
verse? How was Josiah to escape the threat-
ened destroetion ? .

THOUGHTS.

3. The important question about all our
conduch is—what does God think aboub it?
Th:s should be the inquiry before every act of
our life ; and if God’s will is consulted before-
hand, there will be no need to fear the results
of our conduet, nor to weep over the past.

4. The 19th verse shows us what we ought
to do in regard to past sins. First, our hearts
should be tender, This probably refers to
what we call tenderness of conscience. 'When
Josiah realizes how the nation has sinned
against God he is fillea with a horror which he
cannot express hy words, but by the symboli-
cal act of rending the garments. Secondly,
self-humbling, in which Josiah seemed to as-
sume the guilt of the nation, and mourn and
weep for it, although his own life had been
carefully ordered according to what he knew
of God’s will.

5. Tenderness regarding sin, and humnility
and sorrow therefor, are always acknowledged

by God. “1Ialso have heard thee.”’

4. What do we learn about repentance ?

ANSWER IN WRITING,
1. What was the state of Bible knowledge in Judah ?
%. What was the effect of finding the Bibie?
3. Whet power makes the Word of God effectual ?
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Lesson X1,
Lesson, Jeremiah 36: 20-32.

20. And they went in to the king into the court,
but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama
the scribe, and told all the words in the cars of the

ng.

21, So the king sent Jehudi to fetch theroll, and he
took it out of Llishama the seribe’s chumber: and
Jehudi read itin the enrs of the king, and in the ears
of all the princes which stood beside the king.

Read Jeremidh 36,

TRYING TO DESTROY GOD'S WORD. December rith, 188,

Commniit verse 32,

(after that the king had burnt the roll, and the words
which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah,)
sayving,

98, Take thee agnin another roll, and write in itall

s the former words that werein the first roll, which

Juehoiakim the king of Judah hath-burnt.
29. And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Juda,
Thuggaith the Lord, Thoa hast burnt this roll, say.

22. Now the king sat in the winter-bouse, in the | ing, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king
ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth | of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this

burning before him,

land, and shall cause to cease from thence man ang

23. And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read | beast? .

three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and
cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all
%lhe n&]l was consumed in the fire that was on the
enrtis,
24. Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their sar-

3. Therefore _thus saith the Lord of Jehoiakim
king of Judah, He shall have none to sit upon the
throne of David ; and his dead .bodr shal) be cast
?m. in the day to the heat, and in the night to the

TOSt.

ments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that | 8'. And I will pupish him, and_kis seed, and his
S

heard allthese words

25. Nevertheless Elnathan
Gemarlah, had made intercession to the king
that he would not burn the roll; but he would not
hear them,

and Delainh, and;

ervants, for their iniquity, and I will bring upon
he inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of
Juduh, all the evil thatI have pronounced against

i them: but they hearkened not.

32, Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gaveitto

26, But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of | Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote

Hamsmelech, and Seruinh the son of Aziel, and Shele-

miah theson of Abdeel, to take Baruch_the scribe,

and Jeremie. ) the prophet ; but the Lord hid tham.
27, Then the word of the Lord canie to Jeremiah,

GOLDEN TEXT.

stand forever.”—Isa, 40: 8§,

DAILY READINGS.

«The word of our God shall | M, Writing the prophecy, Jer. 36:
.T R%zl-l‘di.ng the Word, Jer, 36: 11-
W. Trying to des.:tix;oy God’s Word,

therein, from the mouth of Jeremigh, all the wordsof
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had bumnt
in the fire: and there were added besides unto them
many like words.

CATECHISM,

Q. 48. What are we specially
taught by these words [before me]
in the first commandment?

A. These words [before me] in
the first commandment teach us,

Jer. 36: 20-32, that God, who seeth all things,
LESSON PLAN., T, Despising the Word, Jer, 11: | taketh nolice of, and is much dis
1-10. . pleased with, thesin of havingany
1. The Roll Read, vs. 20-22, T. R%J;)cctiu;r God's Word, Isaiah | other god.
2. The Roll Destroyed, 23-26. Christ’s reproof of rejectors,
s "ol 55 36-47. ? LESSON HYMNS.

3. The Roll Restored, ::7-23.
4. The Roll Vindicated, 26-32. 17:3-11.

The kingdom of Judah was toftering, yeb
Jehoiakim, the king, would not be persuaded
that his doom was approaching.

For over twenty years God had been speak-
ing through his servant to His people, but
finding that his warnings were of no avail,
Jeremiah is commanded to write the substance
of all his predictions concerning Judah in a
roll, and have it read to the people on a public
fast day. Michaiah, & goodly youug ma.n,!
heard 1t, and was so deeply impressed that lie |
hastened to the Reoyal Chancery, where the|
princes were assembled, discussing the troubled
state of the kingdom. In much agitation, he
told them what he had heard, whereupon
Baruch was ordered to read it in their pres- |
ence. The reading alarmed the princes. who
decided to inform the king, but before doing
so requested Baruch and Jeremiah to hide
themselves in some seerct place. Our lesson
tells what followed.

20. The Court.—The private apartments
of the king. Laid up the Roll.—Tor safe
keeping. Told all the Words.—What they
could repeat from memory.

21, Jehudi.—The same messenger was senb
previously for Baruch. The Roll.—A strip
of parchment rolled upon a stick. Stood
beslde.—Literally, abore the king. The king

S. Rejecting and receiving, Acts

sat on a Tug while his attendants stood around
him.

Nos. 92, (Ps.) 118, 119, 559.

22. Winter House.—The warmer room.
Ninth.—Corresponding 1o our December, a
cold and rainy time. On the Hearth.—
Rather, in an open pan, in the middle of the
room, Charcoal was used as fuel.

23 Leaves.— i ¢, Columns of writing.

; Penknife.—Used by Scribes to prepare their
j reed - pens.

into the Fire.—To show his
contempt for the Prophet and the Word.
24.—When the roll was found Josiah rent
his gurments becanse it had been lost. His
son cuts up God’s word and burns it.
26 —He would put them to death for being
faithiul to their Divine Commission. 1he

j Lord hid.—Divinely guided to a safe place.

27. Burned —Increasing his guilt,and the
numher of the prophecies, as the new roll was
larger.

29, King of Babylon.— The buraning of
the roll does not ward off the impending doem.

30. None to sit.—Jehoiachim succeeded
his father, but was dethroned and earried
captive te Babylon.

3l Punish.—*"With the burial of an as
shall he be buried,?”” and none shall mourn for
him.

Many like words.—By a dreadful experi-
ence the people learned that their warnings by
Jeremiah were no empty words.
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QUESTIONS

Juniors.

20.-Who went? What was the king’s
aome? Whose sou was he? What kind of
mau was Josial ?

2{,—Who first read the roll to the people ?
On what occasion ? Where ? Why did not
Jeremiah read it himself ?

22,—What time of the year would this be ?
How did the people heat their houses ?

23.—Did the king allow th: whole roll o
heread 2 If mot, why not? How much of it
wis consumgd ?

24.—Were the king and his servants sorry
for their act ? Why not? Would the ser-
vants be able to- jusiify their conduct ?

25.—Did any try to stop them? How
many ? Were they successful ?

26.~Why did the king want to kill Jere-
miah ? Why could he not ind him ?

28.—Did the king gain anything by his
rash act? Was any other part of the Bible
rewritten 2 Why ?

29.—What did be say would hecome of the
people 2 Where were they to be carried to ?

How long remain? Would they all be

taken ?

30.—What was the name of the king’s son ?
How long did he xeign ?

3i.—What became of the king ? Would the
punishment have come if they bad repented ?

Seniors.

20-22 —Name the different persons in our
{esson to whom God’s word had come. How
did they treatit 2 "Why did the princes not
take the roll at once to the king ? Why was
the fact mentioned in Jer. 36:9 held ?

23-26.—Some hiding places of God’s chil-
dren. See Ps. 27 : 5, 31 : 20, Isa. 49 : 2, Col.
3:3. How would you characterize the king’s
act ? What classes of people are guilty now
of Jehoiakim’s sin ? Did the cutting alter the
facts ? Heow may we unconsciously reject
parts of t1 > Bible ? Math. 12 :29, 13 : 14-15,
What did Josiah do when the roll was found ?
2 Kings 22 : 11.

27-28.—~What Scripture is illustrated by the
second writing ? Matt. 5 : 18, Prov. 19: 21,
Give instances of when persecutions have been
used by God to strengthen his cause 7«

29-32 —Shew how Prophecy was fulfilled
in regard to his successor, 2 Kings, 24 : 8-12;
in regard to the King’s death, Jer. 22 : 18-19;
in regard to Jerusalem, 2 Kings, 24 : 13-17.
What would have saved the people from this
terrible catastrophe 2 Deut. 30 : 1-8,

PRACTICAL THOUGCHTS.

L—The king in Lis madness may cut to
pieces and burn the par~hment, but the Word
is imperishable. As long as there are hearts
on which the word of Gol is indelibly im-
pressed, the rage of kings will be impotent to
destroy it.

2,—{t is better t0 be angry with our faults
than with the friend who points them out.
God’s word is the mirror that reveals, not
oreates, our true nature.

3.—Every attack on the Bible wmakes it
stronger. The more bitterly it is assailed the
dearer it becomes and the more widely it
becomes known.

4.—jilence at times is golden, but heing
silent when duty culls for speech is allying

God hid Jesus. The world crucified Christ,
but God raised him from the dead. Stephen
was stoned, James was put to death, and the
Church persecuted, but the number of believers
increased, and the knowledge of God’s word
was spread abroad

7.—God is always on the side of the true
reformer, and bids him do his duty regardless
of the consequences.

8 —As long as we have an imperishable
Word and a strong belief in the vitality of
conscience, we need never lose hepe for the
future. These give us guarantees of warning
and faithful teaching.

9.—Would-be destroyers of God’s word are

ourselves with wvil. “TFor he that biddeth {only heaping up wrath against the day of

him God-speed is partaker of his evil deeds »?
5 ~Man is immortal until he dies. No
enemy can find God’s servant when he is
hidden for & work which yet remains to be
done.
6.—Ilerod desiroyed the little children, but

ANSWER IR WRITING.
“What name is given to Jeremiah, and why ?

Give a short account of the Roll.

fuliilled.

G o

wrath. '* Vengeance is mine. I will repay,
saith the Lord.”

10.—“All fiesh 1s as grass, and the goodli-
ness thereof isas the floner of the field. The
grass withereth and the flower fadeth, hut the
word of our God ghall stand forever.”?

Give some instances to show that unbelief did not prevent God’s word from being

What is a strong proof of the Inspiration of the Bible ?
How miy we be sure not to repeat this King’s terrible sin?
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Tesson XII,
Lesson, Jeremiah 52: 1-11,

1. Zedckinh was one and twenty years old when
‘he began to reign ; and he reigned “eleven years in
Jerusalem. and his mother's name was Hamutal, the
daughterof Jeremiah of Libnah. .

2. And he did_that which was evil inthe cyes of
the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done.

3, Forthrough the anierof the Lord it came to pass
in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had cast them out
from his %)rwence, that Zedekiah rebelied against
‘the kmﬁ of Babylon. i .

4. And it came to pass. in the ninth year of his
reign, in_the tenth month, in the tenth day of the
month, thas Nebuchadrezzar Eing of Bubylon came,
heand all his army against Jerusulem, and pitched
against it, and built forts against it round about.

5. Sothe city was besieged unto the eleventh year
of king Zedekiah. . .

6. And {n the fourth mouth, inthe nintk day of the
month, the famine was sorein the city, so that there
was no bread for the j:eople of the land,

THE CAPTIVITY OF JUDAH.
Read 2 Kings 25 and Jeremiah 8,

December 18th, 1868,

Commit vs, g-11.

war fled, and went forth out of the city Ly night, 1y E
the way of the gate between the two walls whicfvl '
was by the king's garden ; (how the Chaldeans wera
by the city round about:) and they went by the way
of the plaia. k

8. But the army of the Chaldeans pursued after the
king, and overtook Zedekiahin the plains of Jericho;
and all his army was scattered from him,

9 Then they took the king, and carried him up
unto the king of Babylon to Riblah, in the lundof §&
Hamath ; where he gave judgment upon him, B

Zedekiah before bis eyes: heslew also all the prinees
of Judah in Riblah.

king of Babylon bound himin chains, and carried
him to Rabylon, and put him in prison till the day of

his death,

GOLDEN TEXT.

DAILY READINGS.

A, The second commandment is

. M. Captivity of Judah, Jer.52: 111, | Thoushaltnotmake untotheeanny

ey e o ST somreh for | T COImBIUte disiructio, 4 Kings | Eraven image, or any Tkenesol
—Je 251 8-2L B Ve

Zlg? 'lvav%bh all your heart,”—Jer, W. 8in_and its punishment, 2 | or thatisin the earth beneath, or
+ 13- Chron. 36 11-21 . that is in the water under the

s

LESSON PLAN.

1. Twofold Treachery, F.
2. Foretold Penalty, \
3. Lifelong Captivity. Z

LESSON HYMNS,
Nos. 581, 204, 297, 6el,109, 147,

maudment?

Refusing to be wn'med, Jer, 32:
Prophecy of captivity, Jer.82:
26-35.

. Ury of theCaptive, Lam. 1:1-11,
Christ's warmng, Luke 20; 418,

CATECHISM. shewing mercy unto thousands of
Q. 49. Which is the second com- | them that Tou

earth: thou shalt not bow down
thyself to them nor serve them:
for Ithe Lord thy God am a jeal:
ous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers upon the children
unte the third and fourth gener
ation of them that hate me; and

at love me, and keep my
commandments,

Jehoiakim, Burner of the Book, soon found
“the burial of an ass,’’ falling nnheeded and un-
buried. Hisson, Jeconiah, was carried captive
after three months’ reign. Then Josiah’s third
son was made to swear fealty to Babylon, and
placed on the throne as Zedekizh.

{. Zedekiah.—What ireny in his change of
name. His own name was “Gift of God.”
His throne name is ‘‘Justice of God.” God’s
gifts are indeed withdrawn, aund the hour of
God’s justice hasstruck. Jeremiah, notthe
prophet, who was of Anothoth,

2, Did evil.—His sin was not Manasseh’s,
idolatry, but, Jehoiakim’s, resisting God’s
word, Heé knew God’s word and scorned it.

3. From—His presence.—From the Jand
where He had given tokens of His presence,
and the temple, Hisabode. The meaningis-—
because God in his anger would send them
from the land,—He let the king follow his own
will and rebel. Rebelled.—His rebellion
was two fold ; first, against God, secondly,
against Nebachednezzar. The latter involved
pérjury, for the condition on which he came to
the throne was an oath of fealty to Babylon,
2 Chron. 36 : 13; Ezek. 17: 13-16.

4. Pitched against it. —Thissiege and
the captivity were foretold by Moses. Deut.
23: 49, Jeremish for a life time had given

warning. Eeekiel in far off Babylon told of
the siege on its opening day and recorded the

date. Ezek.24:1. For pictures of the siege
and famine see Jer. 15, Lam, 4, Ezek. 5. All
was for sin. As history unfolds before oumr
dezzled gaze her brilliant scroll, its gilded let-
tering is blurred by many a darkened page of
crime, but by none of blacker hue than Judah’s
closing reigns, ‘‘Forts,” towers of woods
over-topping the walls.

6. Ko Bread.—The city bad_been besieged
for 18 months., The famine had grown sorer.

7. Broken Up-—A breach was made in the
walls. The enemy gained the lower city and
reached the gate in the middle wall, 39:3,
The king could still have held the upper city,
but famine forced him fo flee. He made an
opening in the wall to get out. Ezek. 12: 12
The king’s garden was at the pool of Siloam.
Neh. 3: 15.

8. Overtook.—Some 20 miles from Jerus-
alem, fleeing alone.

9." Riblah.— North of Anti—Lebanon.
Judgment. — As guilty of treason.

10. Slew the Sons.—The last sight that
Zedekiah ever saw. It would ever be a bitter,
cruel memory to him. :

i1, Putoutthe eyes.~He was carried to
Babylon, yet did not see it, as Ezekiel had
foretold, Ezek. 12: 13. He was put in the
*House of Visitations,’” not only a prison bub
o house of torture. Judah was not colonized
as Israel had been, hut remained empty.
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7. Then the city was broken up, and all the menof §

10. And the king of Babylon slew the song of '.5:

11. Then he put out the eyes Zedekiah; and the I8




Junlors.

1.—How old was Zedekiah when he began to
eign ?
! Ig{ow long did he reign?

‘What was his mother’s name?

Who was his father? 37: 1.

—What was Zedekialt’s conduct?

What is the standard of right ?

What evil did Jehoiakim do ia the last les-
son?

3.—Why was the Lord angry with Judah?

What had He said in His anger? 2 Kings

23: 26.

What did Zedekiah do which led to their
being cast out?

4,—~Who came up against Jerusalem ?

How did he attack the city ?

§.—How long did the siege last ?

8,—From what did the people suffer during
the siege ?

7.—When was the oity taken?

What did king and soldiers do when the
famine was sore ?

isgiven by God. Even yet, Judah may be
gaved, if now, when Zedekiah reigns, king and
people turn to God. Jer. 38: 17. So decisive,
80 vital, is each new step. So each year, each
day, comes to us as a new heginning.

2.—It was their last opportunity. How
blind is habit, above all, sinful habit. *‘If
@ thou had’st known.” This opportunity of
y thine may be thy last.

3.—* Evil in the eyes of the Lord.”
3 those patient eyes how many an evil has passed.

Men seek to hide their evil from men, but God
sees it.

4.—Jchoiakim’s sin was putting an arrest
upon prophecy. He flung the parchment on
j the fire. Zedekiah improved upon his.method
by giving the prophet into the hand of the
princes. The pen-knife and brazier are still
empleyed, and thecords are not idle that lower
into the dungeon of Hammeleck. All that

Before

|

QUESTIONS.

8.--Where was the king eaptured?
9-Il.—What was his punishment ?

Seniors.

Where in the list of the kings of Judah does
Zedekiah come? How was he related to Jeho-
irkim  What was his former name?
was Jeremiah the prophet from ?

t —What double rebeilivn was Zedekiah
guilty of ? What was Jehoiakim’s sin which
he followed? What had been Manasseh’s sin?

; Whas is the true standard of morality 2 What

had the Lord said in His avger? 2 Kings
23: 26. What did He, in anger, permit ?

2.—What long furetold penalty now came
upon Jerusalem ? When had it been foretold?
Deut. 28: 49. When did Ezekiel prophesy of
the siege? Ezek. 24: 1. Describe, from the
marginzl references, some of the horrors of the
famine.

3.—How did the king attempt to escape?
What was hisdoom? When did the eaptivity
begin? How long did it last? Wasthere any
respite for Zedekiah?

PRACTICAL THOUGHTS.
{.—A new beginning.~ One more opportunity | tends in any way tolessen the supreme anthor-

ity of Holy Scripture, or tocast doubt upon its
precepts and teachings, is the same spirit that
shewed itselfin these men of old

5.—The Romans had a proverb “Whom the
gods would destroy, they first make mad.”
When God is angry with men He gives them,
over to blindness to their own interests. But
little worse can happen to a man than to be
left to his own counsels. Zedekiah perjured
himself to plot against The Battle-axe of the
Nations. His sin was folly, and his folly, sin.

S6.~"The mills of God grind slowly, yet
they grind exceeding small.” God is very
patient, but if men persistently choose sin they
must at length take the deom of sin.

7.—He who would flee from God must be
fleet of foot.

f8.-—1)1‘isonrera of war, because captives first

of sin,

9.—“From him that hatl. not, shall be taken
away even that he hath.””

2. Explain ‘“the anger of the Lord?”?
3. Describe the siege of the city?
4. Narrate the flight of the king?

5. What was Zedekiah’s sad doom ?

ANSWER IN WRITING.
1. What double evil was Zedekiah guilty of?
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Lesson XIII.
Lesson, Hcbrews 1: 1-9,

1. Gad, who atsundry times, and in divers manners,
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,

2. Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heirof all things, by
whom also he made the worlds, =~

3. Who, being the brightness of his glory, and the
express imapge of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by
mmselli“purged our §ins, sat down on the right hand
of the Majesty on high;

4. Being madeso much better than the angels, as
he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they. A .

5. For unto which of the angels seid he at any time,

REVIEW OR CHRISTMAS LESSON. December 2sth, 158, B

Read Luke 2: 1-20,

Commit vs, 1, 2,
Thou art my Sum, this day have I begotten theet

to me o Son? X )

6, And again, when he bringeth in the first-begotten
into the world, he saith, And let all the angelsof
God worship him .

7. And of the angels he snith, Who maketh ‘hjs
angels spirits, and his ministers o flame of fire,

8. But to the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, isfor
everand ever; & sceptre of righteousness s the scéptre
of thy kingdom, .

9, Thou hast loved rightecousness, and hated
iniquity ; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed

thee with the ofl of gladness abovethy fellows,

GOLDEN TEXT.

GQay in the city of David n

Saviour, which is Christ the | T, A Saviour given, Isaiah 0:1-7.
W. Sentof God,
T, Head over 81l, Col, 1: 919,

F, '-l‘he1 1Guiding Star, Matt. 2:

I-11.
1. How Divine Revelation has | S. Th]e]i&ngel’s messages Luke 2:

Lord.”—Luke 2: 11.

LESSON PLAN,

Dbeen given,

2. The greatness of Jesus who | S. Scei.n;g and rejoicing, Luke 2:

completed Divine Revelation 15-20,

This epistle was written to prevent Jewish
believers from turning away from Christianity.
They felt that the religion in which they had
been broui};t up was divinely appointed ; bub
they saw that the new religion they had em-
braced was very different in many respects.
There was no temple, no altur, no priest in
rich dress, no imposing ceremonies. This wide
difference might perplex them. This epistle
is written to point out to them the true great-
ness of Christianity.

I. Different times—divers manners j—
The Old Testament was not written by one
man, or in one age. The composition of it
extended over many centuries, and a great

DAILY READINGS.
“For unto youis born this | M, Al(;:)hristmns Lesson, Heb,1:

REVIEW,

1Jobn 4: 9-15.

LISSON HYMNS,
Nos, 301, 556, 518, 474, 477,

3. Brightness of his glory.—Jesusisde-
scribed here; and he is déeseribed as equal to
God. No mere man could be saidto have “‘ths
brightness of God’s glory and the express im-
age of his person.”

4. Better than the angels.—The angels
are very great and powerful and holy beings.
But Jesus is better than the angels. Te hos
a more excellent name. He is the Son.

S. No angel is called the Son of Ged in
féhe high sense in which Jesus is called the

on.

6. The angels are ordered to worship him.
He must therefore be very great.

8. He isseated upon a throne, and he wields

number of writers contributed to it ; perhaps|a sceptre. These are symbols of majesty and

ag many as forty. But they were all under
one guiding hand. They are called prophets,
and God spake by them.

2. Those fast days—By His Son.—This
tells us how the New Testament was prepared.

authority. He is addressed as divine. ““Thy
throne, O God, is forever.” Such an accounb
as this of their Saviour Jesus is wel

fitted to give bclievers confidence and assur-
ance,

Jesus did not_write anything himself. But| 9- His character is sct forth here. As he
his followers, the Apostles, wrote down many ; has a Divine position and Divine titles, so he
of his sayings ; and, guided by his Spirit, ac- has the Divine churacter. He loves righteous:
cording to the promisein John xiv: 26, they | ness and hates iniquity. These two gqualities
wrote all the book we now call the New Testa- | or characteristies are most God-like and they

ment,

are ascribed to Jesus.
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QUESTIONS.

Juniors.

What cventis commemorated by Christmas?
Where was Jesus born? In what condition ?
Where was the home of his parents? What
can you tell of the greatness of this Infant born
in poverty ?

‘}). { —Who spake in times past ? By whom?
To whom ?

2. —Who spe ks in these last days to us?
By whom does Lic speak to us? What books
did he write? How were his sayings given to
us? Where may we find them ?

3.—Who does Jesus resemble? Who else
can be the express image of God? What then
must Jesus be 2

4~ Compare the angels with ordinary men.
Compare the angels with Jesus.

5.--How does God address Jesug? What
does he call him? How does he address the
angels ?

6 —Whois the first begotten ? What order
isgiven the angels about him ?

7.—How are angels described ?

8 —How is Jesus described ? On what seat-
ed? What is a sceptre? Who sits on a throne
and wields a sceptre?

9.— What does Jesus love? What does he
hate? What should be the loves and hates of
his people ?

Scniors.

To what distinguished earthly house or fam-
ily did Jesus Delong ? 'Where was the original
home of that family? Why did Joseph
and Mary come up from Nazareth to

some great thing was there at that time?
Who was king in Jerusalem? What did he
think, and say, and do, when he heard about
this child ? What kind of & kingdom did Christ
establish? What does our lesson tell of his
royal dignity ?

1-2.—~What time was the Old Testament
written ? How many authors were engaged
upon it? What were they called? Under
whose direction did they write? What do we
call this direction? Whut did Jesus write?
How does he speak to us? What part had
Jesug in the work of creation? What then
must we infer as to his existence?

3-7.~What is implied as to Jesus’ nature
when he is said to be the brightness of God’s
glory ? How is Jesus like God? What part
has Jesus in divine providence? Col. 1:
16, 17. What did hedo with our sins? 1
Peter 2: 24. When did Jesus purge our
sins? When did be sitdown on right hand of
the Majesty on high? Who are the angels?
Under whose direction employed? What do
they do? Matt. 4: 11. Luke 2: 13-15; 16-22.
John 20:12, What do you know about bad
angels ?

8-9.—Who addresses the Son here? Who
is the Son ? How is he addressed ? What title
or nsme? What doctrine is supported by this
verse ? If Jesus were only a man or a creature
could such language be properly applied to
him ? Why isJesus enthroned at this time?
See Phil. 2: 6-11. How Iong will Jesus oc-
cupy this mediatorial throne? See 1 Cor.
15: 24-28. What kind of Government will
Jesus conduct? How will righteousness
be regarded ? How will iniquity be regard-

Bethlehem? Yuke 2: 4. Why was Jesus

born in Bethlehem? How long since

Jesus was born? What expectation of |ed?
PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1. God has taken great pains to give us a
full revelation for our guidance. Ithas been
given a2s men were able to receive it. It
has been corapleted by Jesus. Weshould re-
ceive it with the greatest gratitude and rever-
ence. Every man should study it.

2. We should beattentive to the New Testa-
ment, for we find God speaking to us here by
his Son. The Gospels are largely taken up
with reports of the teachings of Jesus; and
the other parts of the New Testament, set forth
the principles and doctrines of his teaching ;
0 we take the whole New Testament as the
word of the Son.

3. Jesus is very great. He is heir of all
things. He made the worlds. He upholds
them. He has all the glory of God. He is
addressed as God, He is on a throne, and
wiclds all power. Matt. 28.18. Phil. 2, 9-11.
His character is perfect. He loves righteous-

ness, and hates iniquity. Therefore weshould
love, serve, and obey him.

4. Angels are real beings employed by God
in the administration of his universe. They
are great and powerful. But they are all in-
ferior to Jesus, and theyare all commanded to
worship him.

5. This lesson gives great prominencé to the
work of atonement. For although it does not
say much about it, what it does say is very
significant. (v, %) “ When he had by him-
self purged our sins, sat downon the right
hand, ete.” This means that the work of
purging our sins was a necessary thing before
sitting down on his mediatorinl throne. But
he purged our sins by his death which was
the crowning work of atonement. We are,
therefore, led, when we think of the greatness
and majesty of Jesus, to think also of his suf-
fering and denth.

Answer in writing slx selected guestions from the above Questions,
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REVIEW CHART—FOURTH QUARTERK.

LEbSON. TITLE.

1. 2Chron. 14: 212 Reformation under Asg..
¢ 17:1-10 Jehoshaphat's good reign

I, *  24:4-13 TheTemple Repaired.,

IV. Isn}‘iah 1;3: 118 Isniah called to service ,

v, :1-10 Messinh's kingdom forefold. ..
VI, 2Chron, 30:1-18 Hezekiah's great Passover....
VII. 2XKings 19:20-37 The Assyrian Invasion .......

GOLhEN TEXT.

Help us, O Lord vur God, ete,, 2 Chron, 14: 11,

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, ete., Prov, 3:6,
And the men did the work faithfully, 2.Chr. 34: 12,
1 heard the volee of the Lord, ete., Is. 5: &.

The earth shall be full of, etc., Is, 11:9,

‘Yield yourselves unto the Lord, etc., 2 Chron. 30: 8,
God is our zefuge and strength, ete,, Ps, 46: 1,

VIII, 2Chron, 83:9-16 Manasseh’ssinand repentance If we confess oursins, ete,, 1 John 1: 9.

IX. Proverbs 4:10-19 Temperance Lesson. ..... ...
X. k of the Law found...

Kings 22: 820 The

My son, if sinners entice thee, ete,, Prov, 1: 10,
Blessed are they that keep, ete, Ps. 119: 2,

XI “Jer. 36 2032 Trying to destroy God’s Word, The word your:God shall stand, ete., Is, 40: 8,

II.  Jer. 52: 1-11 The captivity of Judah . ....
XIII. Hebrew 1:1-8 Revicw, or Christas Lesson.

Ye sheall seek Me and find Me, Jer. 29; 13,
TFor unto you is born this day, ete,, Heb, 1-9,

What nation's history did the Lessons of last Quar-
ter cover? What, the Lessons of this Quarter? Over
whnt period of time did the Lessois of last Quarter
extend? The Lessons of this Quarter? What great
events at the beginning and end of last Quarter's
Lessons? Of this Quarter's Lessons? How many
kings were shere in Israel's separate history? In
Judeh's? .Jow meny dynasties in Isrsel's? In
Judah’s? Who were the leaders away from God in
Israel's history ? In Judah's? Who were the workers
for God in Israel’s history? In Judal’s? What was

the great, revailing, national sin in Israel’s separate
history? In Judah’s?

What do we learn during the Quarter, and from
what lessons and incidents do we learn, of the fol-
lowing things ?—God's love? God’s patience ? God 95
the hearer and answerer of prayer? God’s care for his
people? God as the disposer of all events? God's
gower? God's truth? God's justice? The effect of

ad home training? Of foolish obstinacy? Of evil
associations and companionships? Ofjthe downward
tendency ox sin? Of the doom of sin?

MY OWN RECORD

OF ATTENDANGE.

Name. . ccvvveinasiiinnennes P 11 11 1.1 : PRI OUU PSRRI o 1T N

OCIOBER.

NOVEMBER. DECEMBFR.

3 9 16} 28 (3

6 ! B! 2| 271} 4 nm| 8%

Present.-ceceneceiirerdiainne]inas 19 PPN PO SN
Barly cccemninscecnn i coneioveanafoeenn feeanns
71,5 7 ST R T [N PPN PSP : N
LLBBOM evvennireinesee® teennfuvnnnafoenans
(-1 1V7°1, TR - KSR OO FUUTS SUPINE U I

Contribation .....oofiiviieeiadd covii]iinnid]ienn

Church sttendancs. .. vvvefoneed] conid]ieviendoriceones foone

colliceercfirens foovinefianae vesese] seene crveasfeccone

coflevses Jevene fosenan Y Kk checnafaranee ceenes

...... ETTTTNY AN NARRTRY ERTT TR IR TTe

MY HOME REVIEW.
I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON I

That a boy may be in the midst of bad ex-
ample, and even have a bad father, and yet if
he will, he may make of himself a good and
useful man. Aesa did so. V. 2,

That, therefore, no boy or girl can plead
bad example or bad training, as an excuse for
being bad.,

That, if a boy has a good father and

mother, he is still more guilty if he does not
do right himself,

That & boy or girl should be very thankful
for & good mother. So far as we know Asa’s

was such.

That the way tc help others to do rightis
to first set the example. .

That when one honestly wishes to live a good
life, he is not content with getting into a
better way himself but tries to get others
vightalso. V.4

That cue who is trying to do right, to be on
God’s side, always has God or his side.
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That in measuring the greatness or little-
- ness, weakness or sfirength, of opposing forces,
we should not merely look at size or number,
but ask on which side God is. V.11

That when one, honestly trying to do right,
| psks God for help, it will be given, V. 12,

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON IX

. That a good son followed in the footsteps of
. agood father. V. 3,
" That when rulers walk in the right way,
" always trying to do right and honor God, the
" ration prospers. V. 5.
- That one who truly seeks to honor and
. please God will do all that he can to put
" away all forms of evil, all things that are dis-
. honoring to God, from his heart and life and
" home, and community, and country, V.6.
. That the worship of God and right living,
§ gohand-in-hand, whether with kings, eoun-
¥ tries, or boys and girls. V. 9.

. That where the Book of the Law of the
. Lord is made much of, a people will prosper.

i V. 5. .

§  That one who loves God will show it by
¥ loving his Word, his message; as one delights

§ in letters and messages from loved ones.

V.1

B That those who truly serve God will be held
8 ingood esteem by their fellow men. V. 10.

- That good men sometimes make mistakes,
for we read elsewhere that Jehoshaphat not
only made peace with Ahab, king of Isrssl,
: which was right, but to show his friendliness,
married hisson to Ahab’s daughter, daughter
. of the wicked Jezebel, which was wrong, and
" brought much sin and misery to Judah.

1 HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON III

That there were more good kings in Judah
- than in Israel.
That the lessons of this quarter are chiefly
. about the better parts of Judah’s history, the
' best of her 19 kings. _
- That some of the best kings of Judah were
- hoy kings, and some of their best work Was
done when they were quite young.
- That the good work of Joash was because
- he listened to the wise counsel of Jehoiada,
That if a boy loses a wise and good counsel-
" lor, & father, mother, friend, he should De
carefui to follow the counsels they gave, and
- 1ot to allow foolish or sinful advisers to influ-
ence them as did Josiah.
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That orie who tries to do what is pleasing to
God will like to keep the house of God, the
church, in good repair. V. 4.

That giving for God’s house should be by
all, young and old, rich and poor, as God has
prospered them. V. 10,

That giving for God's cause from the right
motive makes men glad and happy. V. 10.

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON XV

That those who know most about God come
into his presence with most reverence. V. 2.

That in proportion as men come to know
what God really is, they will feel themselves
to be unworthy. V, 5. :

That those who boast of their own good-
ness do not know much about themselves, or
about the greatness and holiness of God.
V'I‘shab God wants helpers to do his work.

That those who truly love to do God’s will
are ready *0 go where he would have them go,
and to do what he would have them do. V. 8.

That sin dulls the mind and heart and keeps
men from obeying God’s Word. V. 10.

That if men close their eyes and refuse to
see (od’s wonderful love and goodness, all
that love and goodness will be of no avail.

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON V

That when a thing seems hopeless to human
eye, if God’s promise is behind it, that pro-
mise ig sure to be realized. V. 1.

That the Holy Spirit enables us to under-
stand the things of God, His Word, His Work
of Redemption, etc. V. 3.

That those who live and act as in the sight:
of God will do what is just and kind and true
and right. V. 4.,

That where the Law of God prevsils among;
men, there will be peace and safety. V. 6-9.

That better days are coming to our world
than ever have been known before.

That the one thing which shall bring to our
world all that is good is the knowledge of the
Lord. V.09. .

That when the world is filled with that
knowledge, all hurtful and barmful things
shall be driven out.

That this knowledge of the Lord can only
be spread abroad by each one, young and old,
doing his part in spreading it.

I BAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON VI

That there was a greab revival ol true reli-
gion in Judah in Hezekial’s time.

That it shewed itself first in their care for
observing one of their sacraments that had
long been neglected. V. 2.

That such 'a revival brought estranged
brethren together, Israel, the ten tribes, was
invited and many came. V. 5.

That there were scoffers then, asnow. V. 10.

b At e




:

Thut » great many then, as now, joined in
it with glad hearts. V. 13.

Thut the revival shuwed itself in breuking
down and destroying idols and their alturs.

That the revival brought with it peace, and
gladness, and prosperity.

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON VII

Thut Gud's sye is upun the enemivs of His
cause. V. 20,

That while good people may be anxious as
they see sin prevailing, God is not anxious,

That those wholove and practise sin, and
are buld aguinst Gud, can unly go so far as He
permits. %7 28.

That great armies are not necessary for God
to do His wourk, That he can lay low the
mightiest by His word. V. 35.

That it is better and sufer to be a friend of
Gud than tu have ull the power and might of
the world on our side.

VT}:]uf, idolatry and crime go hand in hand.

.37,

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON VIII,

Thut the son of a good father and mother
may go astray, though he should not. Ma-
nasseh did so.

That men sometimes will not hearken even
to God. V. 10.

That when men will not listen to his plead-
ings, Gud sometimes sends trouble upon them
to call them to himself. V. 11,

That trouble brings men to themselves
when nothing else will, and that often it isthe
grentest kindness God can do. V. 12,

That God is very merciful, and when men
turn to him in their trouble he will hear and
help them, V. 13

That when men are truly humbled under
trouble, it will show itself in a changed life
after the trouble is removed. V. 15.

That o life turned from sin to God will show
itsellicin care for God's house and worship.

That such a life will also show itself in do-
;ug faithfully one’s duty in daily life. V. 14,

6. -
That even though one may repent of the sins
of eatlier life and turn from them, he cannot
undo the evil he has wrought by his sin.

I JIAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON IX.
Thut right living tends to long living.
That right living makes sufe living. V. 12,

vTh;t right living is the only real, tiue, life.
130

i That the way of evilisdark, and grows ever
darker the longer it is followed, until it bp.
| comes hopeless, eternul, night. V. 19,
That the way of goodness grows evor
brighter the farther one travels in it, untilis
is perfect, eternal, joyous day. V. 18,

I HAVE LEARNED TROM LESSON X.

That when idolatry of any kind is indulged
in, the Word of God is liable to be laid aside
and forgotten.

That God watches over his own Word and in

V.8

That the reading of the Word, by the blesa.
ing of the Holy Spirit, awakens men to o sense
of their duty to God. V. 11. e

That the sin of & people brings the wrath of
IGod upon their land. V., 17,

That when men are truly surry for their sin,
%ud is very kind and merciful towards them,

. 19.

That the punishunent of a people on account
of their sin is sometimes delayed because of
the presence of even one person who is peni.
tent, V. 20.

I HAVE LEARNED FROM LESSON XI.

That unless the warnings of God’s word
cause repentance, they cause hardening., The
king in last lesson turned to God ; in thisone,
he cut up the Book. V.23, .

That men eitler turn from sin and tryte
%ei%lrid of it, or they try to get rid of the

ible.

That maay to-day try to get rid of the Bible
as did this king, becuuse it condemns their
81,

That those who love any sinand are un
willing to give it up, do not love their
Bibles.

That the attempt of evil men to get rid of
the Word of God isin vain. V.28,

That the one who fights against God is but
laying up for himself destruction and ruin,

That fighting against God’s Word because
it condemns sin, only brings the heavier pen-
alty. V.22,

I HAVE LEARNED FROUM LESSON XII.

Ths t though God waits long in patiencs,
anenl and the doom of sin must comseat
lagt.
That as what Zedekiah last saw would
haunt bis memory, so we are filling our mem:
ory chamber with pictures that we will liave
to look upon forever.

That happy is he who is filling his mind-

That the only safc way to keep from being, chembers with pictures pure and good.

ensnared by sin is to keep away from it alto-
gether. V. 14,

That those who sin like to get others into

tho downward way, V.16,

That the warninge of prophecies against sin

came true in Judab’s case, and the same God

) worns against sin now, and just as surely
* must, these warnings agaiust sin come trug
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his own good time and way brings it to light," g




