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eachers’ Prepavation Feaflet

Lesson 1. JULY 1st, 1894, .  3rd QuaRTER.

The Birth of Jesus. Luke 2: 1-16.
GoLpEN TEXT: “Unto us is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
' . which is Christ the Lord.” . Luke 2: 11, o
ComaniT 70  MEMORY versés 10-14. CHILDREN'S HYMNAL 17, 18, 211, zo.
* PrOVE TaT—Jests is the promised Messiah. Acts 17: 3 ,
SHORTER CATECHISM. Quest. 82. TIs any man able perfectly to keep the
commandments of God? . o T

- DAILY PORTIONS,

(The Selections of the International Bible Reading Aszociation.)

MOSPAY. | Togoav. | Wroneoav, | Tavesoar. | Femav. | Saromoar. | Saszsm
LS— —— —— - —— - 1o — —

LokoZ 16, | Toa.9:36. | Ton d0:348 | Jno. 1214, 1T, 13 1207/# T5m. 12340 1.9m0, 1024,

o NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.
. INTRODUCTORY.—We begin to-day a study iof the whole life of Christ. Tt will occupy o
- year and a half, and should fill every one of us with increased admiration of the wonderful -
. Saviour. Tt should help us'to understand bim better.and love ‘him:more. Before you begin,
ask him to-help you-to study every lesson well, and to.make yov-moredike himself. Besure
- ind tead the whole story from the beginning, including John 1: 1-18; Luke £z 1-80: and-
. Matty 13 1-25. L N - -
t  The Romasn Empire then embraced the whole known world. Rome itself was a city of -
- about 6,003,000 inhabitants, and more wealthy and maguificent than London, Jerusalem
- had a popnlation of more than 2,500,000, - . TRl
E Lesson-Praw. ‘L’ The Infant Saviour. vs. 7. TL The Angels Somg. vs.. $n4.
- I’ The Shepherds’ Visit, s 1%, 16. - ' o
L. THE INFANT Saviovr. 1. In those days — The calculations of Dionysius, &
L~ Roman abbot, surnamed ** exiguus, ” or **the little,” have been universally-accepted through-
- out Christendom. Thess were published n A. D. 526 and by them the date- of our Saviour's
| - birth was fived in the year of Rome 754. It is now.generally. acknowledged that this date is
- “four years astray, and should have been A. U. C. 750. Decree—Greek “dogma.” Caesar
[ Augustus—The Roman-emperor. His name was Qctavianys, but ke assumed the title -
- ! Augustus,” or * the august,” in compliment to his omframess. Our month Augus is
. named fromhim;‘as «ly from-his uncle Julius:Caesar.  AH'the world—R. V. marg, “the
inhabited-earth.” This must refer to-the whole Roman empire and nol merely to Palestine,
.~ The emperors-were called *“lords.of the inhabited world,” and the empire was said to byl
- *“orbis-terrarum. 3 The-Greek word here is that from which * ecumenical ™ comes, Taxe
—R. V. “enrolled.” The word means **to write off,” or ““enterin.a list.” It wasa gen-
eral eensus-of the empire, taken for purposes.of taxation or ambition, and therefore distasteful
F 10.the Jews both on patnotic and religious grounds. Tt has been objected that no such de-
b cree was.issued at this time siace,we huve no mention of it elsewhere. But (1) Luke wrote
near the time and he would not have made such a glaring misstatemenit of fact, it would have
- been at once contradicted ; (2) he has been proved to be singularly accurate in - points in
which at one time he was thought to have been in error, e. g. calling the magistratesof Thes-
salonice Folitarcks (Acts 17:63) {3 the political records of the time are very imperfect, but
we know that Augustus frequently called for statistical veturns; (4) the early defenders of
hristianity refer to censuzci‘csts made by Qurmus when first procurator and challenge their
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0] pon*n to search thﬁé. It is/ nevef replied * These lists do not 'exist;” (5) Augustus com-
~ piled & symmary of thel resources of the ¢mpire which must have been based upon such a
| census ag this ; (6) Jokephus relates that thére was much agitation among the Jews shortly
; e death o od, but does not mention the eanse. It may have arisen from oppo-
! sition td this census As to. the subsequent one mentioned in Acts §337. 2. The first-en.
. rolinfjent made—{R. V.}—This clearly points toa sccond.(Acts §: 37.) Other translations
\ are mhde with a view of abviating the difficulty connected with the verse (1) *** This entoll.
" ment was first made” i. e. did not take effect until Quirinus, etc. But this idea would have
xeem-espressed in a different manner ;(2) * Befors Quirinus was governor, etc.” Thisisnot |
an impossible rendering of ““first™t but 15 awkward and unusual. The difficulty lies in the fact
that Quirinus was governor.in A. D. 6-and there is no.record. of his having b,eenggvemor in
B. C. 4. A German:critic, A. W. Zumpt, has shewn.that it is*highly probable that he was
twice governog. He was-honored with a ““Triumph ” in A. D. 1 or 2, for conquering some
. hostile'tribes in the.province of Syria, and the war in which these victorles were won must .
have occurred about B. C. 4. TK‘; general of the army would also be governor of the pro.
vince, Syria--Although Judea was ruled-by its own- ing, it was more or less under the-
oversight of the Roman governors-of Syria. 3. His own city—In Palestine the Jewish
-yethod was-followed. Each person répaired-to the family head-quarters to-be enrolled. 4.
“Bethlehem—** House of -bread ” called-also Ephrath, or Ephratah, *¢ Fruitful.” 1 Sam.-
16: 1; Micah 5: 2; John 7: 42. Galilee was the most fertileand prosperous part of Palestine, -
Nazareth'was abouf yo-miles-north of Jerusalem and Bethelem 6 miles south, Lineage
—R..V. “family.” The nation was divided into tribes, these into.fatnilies, and these.again
_into houses. See Matt. 1: 16; Luke i:27. 6. Mary, who was betrothed to him—
“ R. V.—She was legally, but not actually, his-wife (Matt. 1: 24, 25.) The law did not re-
%ixe Mary to.go with her husband: She may have thought:of thé prophecy and desired to:
fulfil it, at-any rate God overruled her actionsso as to-bring it-about that her child-should-be
* porn.at Bethlehem. She too was of the *house and lineage of David.” (ch. r:32.) 7.
Firstborn— Although this term may-nndoutbedly be used.of an only: child, such use is
- nesessarily always connected with. the-expectation of others to follow, and can'no longer-have -
place when the whole course of events is.before the writer and:no others have followed. The
combination of this consideration with the fact that brethren of our Lord are brought for.
wward in-this gospel in closé:connection with, his.mother, make it as certain as anyimplied
. fact can be that these-children were the-children of Mary herself” (Alford.) “The evan.’

./ gclists could-not well have used this-term of Jesus:if they had known that Mary had no-other *

hildren.” (Schaff.) Swaddling clothes—lit. **she swaddled him.” i. e. wrapped around
the body and limbs a-long strip-of linen about four inches wide. Mary scems to have been
without the attendance.so wecessary at such a time. Manger — Ancient tradition states
that the stable was a cave. * The thonks.of Bethlehem show-a grotto beneath the great
Christian church, lined with marble, which thegeclaim to be the stable where the infant
Christ wasdaid. 1 behieve that this tradition-is better founded than those of most holy places.
. The catavanserai, or inn, would naturally be where this is, just outside.of the little town. It
swas founded by Chimham, son of Barzillai, insthe days of David(2 Sam. 19: 37¢ 38¢ l_!er. a0
17,) and was scarcely likely to-be changed up-to:the time of the Roman fule, when the:early

. Chyistians consecrated-it-as.a church. There are.many natural grottoes on the slope of the
_ hill; and we frequently see in other places that.the caves-near-a caravanserai have been cn-"

" latged and-used as-stables, The stable is-very unlke ours. At the end farthest from the -
. doar ig always an elevated dais or -platform, usually made by enlarging the cavern, but/leaving
_ the floor of the-platform-about three or four feet higher than the.area. Infront of itis along
trough hollowed out, reaching.from-end to.end, —the manger. The fotage-is stored on-this
platformy, out of reach of the cattle. and:is pushed:into the long manger as uired. Here

N the camel-drivers-usually sleep, close-to theit animals. Now tie inn being full, Josephaud

—

Mary wonld be compelled to avail themseives of this shelter, and to sojourn on this platform.
Naturally, when the child was born, the manger would suggest itself as the only cradle
available, where the mother-could tend-him lygng by her side, and wrapped, as is still the
universal Eastern. custom, .1n-a series of :bandaf@ from head-to foot, like a mummy, till the
babe looks like some limb newly set -and band: ved -with surgical skill.™ {Canon Tristram.)

.- Dr. Thompson in ** Tke Land and the Book™ says, that such mangers makeg very excellent
cradles indeed, and that his children have very often slept in‘them while spending the.su-
mer among the hills. Inn—This was generally a-qua lar court-yard surrounded by
yooms, or-alcoves, the ,‘paved floor-of which was raised a foot or more-above the-central arez.
0 these the travellers found shelter, providing for, and waiting upon themselves. .

II. THE ANGEL> Sodu. 8. In the.same country—father “in-the same place,” i.

o near Bethlechem, Shepherds--The sheep. intended for sacrifice-in the temple were-pas-

tured.near Bethlehem. ‘¢ Here on-the ruad'to Jerusalem, stood Migdal Edgar, “the witch-

tower of the fock,’ the station whete the shepherds watched the flocks destined for the daily

. sacrifice an.the terple.  Ammals straying frum Jerusalem on.any side.so far as to Nigdal-

Edgar were confiscated lu'the the temple senice. Tt was a settled conviction wmong the
Jews that the Messiah was to be burn.io Bethlehem, 2nd that previously he was to bean-

-




nounced from Migdal-Edgar. The beautiful significance of the revelation of the infant Christ
to shepherds watcbjng the flocks destined for sacrifice peeds nocomment.” (M, R. Vincent.)

Abiding in the figld—Therc is no reason why this should pot havese‘cn the case in Decem-
bet, In the climate of Palestine some of the finest weather of the year ogenrs in the latter
part of this month. The precise day of our Saviour’s birth is, however, dot known, The
tveot was not celebiated until after the middle of the fourth centuary, and then there dvas
the utmost diversity as to date.  Ultimately the usage of the Rontan church prevailed. ¥he
saying of the Talmudists, on which-the opposition to the December dategests, that the flocks

were taken to the fields-in March-and broughf*home in November, is sai ‘to'have referred to ,

the pastures in the wilderness far away-from the cities and villages. (See Andrew’s Zi/s of
Christ.) Keeping the night watches (R. V. marc%. )-<lit. *“the watches of the night.”
Meyer thinks that the plural refers to the different watch stations. The commion view is that
they kept watch by turn for a certain number of hours. It was necessary to:guard ogainst
wild beasts.and robbers. {1 Sam. 17: 34; John 10: 10, 12.) 9. An angel —not “Cthe ™
angel, Came-upon them—R. V. *'sicod by them.” _The idea is of a sudden appear-
ance. He was there before they perceived his a}?mach. The glory of the»Lord—-ghey
- recognized this.as the Shecksnak, the.symbol of divine presence, testifying to the celdstial
messenger.  Ex. 24: 165 Kings 8: 10; Isa:6: 1-3; Acts 7: 55; 26: 13; Rom. 9: 4. Sore
afraid—lit, *feared o great fear.” **.sore,” in the sense of “*very much,” denetes an inten.
sely disagreeable sensation, - Its use-is Jpoetic and archaic. Doubtless the shepherds werc,
like Simeon, ** waiting for the consolation of Israel,” yet their fear was natural, not only

from the sudden and-unexpected character-of the appearance. but from-the consciousnessthat

they were in the presence of a.supernatural bemg.  There was also-the-old belief that noonc
could see God and live. Judges 13; 22; Ex. 33: 20. Compare Luke 5: 8; 24:4, §, 37,
This fear may be connected with the consclousness of sin. 10, Fegr not—Almost always
the first words of a gracious visitant. Matt. 38: €, 10y Luke i+ 13,30;Gen. 15t 1. | bring"
you good tidings— This is one word in Greek, Wyclifle translates it literally, ““I-evangelize -
to youa great’ joy.” The angel was the first evan%elist. Joy—Read" Isa. §3: 73 611 1;.
Rom. 5: 115 1 Pet, 1: 8. To-all the-people. R. V.—i. e. to all the people of Israel, -

This-was but the prelude to the mare glorious anthem of ‘the'a.ngelic ‘host. The message was © .-
a

first to the Jews.and-through them to the whole world and to 2 ‘classes of men. Gen. rz:
3; Ps. 72: 8; Isa. 2: 25 22:6; 60: 33 Ezek, 17: 22, 23; Micah 4: 1, 2; Matt, 28: 1g; Luke 24:

47; Acts 13: 46, 47: Rom. 15; 8, 9;Col. 1: 23. 1. A Saviour—A .deliverer, for whom

the oppressed people-prayed and of whom their prophets-had spoken. Isa, 9:6. Hewasa
Saviour in-a.deeper sense than probably the shepherds:understood Matt. 1: 21, Chirist the ,

Lord—¢ Messiah Jehovah,” *“‘the:annointed One, who-is Jehovah.” , *“The Lord” is the’.

common name for Jehovah in the Old Testament, and-stands‘here in apposition-to **Christ.”
This is the only place in which-these two names come together. In Acts 2: 36 we have
“*Lord-and-Christ ® which means the same. This.is a distinot, assertion to the divinity of
of Jesus of Nazareth, Phil. 2: 11. The advent of the long expecteq Messiah is now announ-

-

«d. In the city of David—According to-Micah-5: 2, to. which*the minds of these Bible .

reading shepherds would revert, and grasp more clearly the fujl meaning of the astonisking -
news, These words stand last in order in the.criginal and by particularizing the place, an§ _
that-close by, make-the message more real to the-ears.of .the shigherds. 12. This i§ the
sign  R. V,—The mark by which-they shonld recognize the child, namely, he would ke
-Ya.swaddled babe cradled-in a manger, in Bethlehem.” This was not a sign vouchsafed to
unbelief, for asking which Zacharias was struck dumb-{Luke 1: 18-20) and which Christ

wfused to give to the Jews, but a mere mark of indentification. The faith of thefshepherds -

is perfect and-child-like. 13. The heavenly host—or ** army,” a.common designation of
“theangels. The figure is.derived from-the pomp of military display around the persons of
Rings'6: 17; Dan. 7: 10; Rev. §: 115 19: 14. See also Matt: 26: §3. °* They are partici-
pants.in-creation (Job 38: 7,) af the»g’ivinﬁ of the law{Deut. 35: 2;'Acts 7: 53,)-at thé ascen-
sdon-APs. 68: 17; Luke 24: 4-7,}at the judgment (Matt, 25: 31.”) (Websterand Wilkinson.)

Praising God—It is assuméd that these words were sung, but the narrative does not say so, -
They have the form of Hebrew poetry and therefore-it is reasonable to suppose that they
Were chanted after the™manner of the Psalms, This gives us'no hint of the music heard in
ha:we_n. for the angels would adapt themselves to their hearers s6 as to edify rather than
astonish them. 14. We-cannot go fully into all that has, been written regarding this verse,
Thé sense generally is that the event annoanced by the angel enhances the glory of God,

peace to earth,.and proclaims-God’s goodwill to men, The main-controversy centres -

around the word *“goodwill.” There are two readings differing only a single letter.
‘P&ce;qn earth-to men-of goodwill,” and the one-in owr Bibles.  The former isadopted by
the Revised Version, * peace among mén in whom he is well pleased,” i, e. men who are

* the objects of God's ““goodwill.” ““The elect people of God.” (Van Oosterzeer) This.
 teading has been-thought by critics to be the best supported by ancient manuscnipts, but it
_ bas not proved acceptable to English readers for reasons. both sentimental and logical. The
¢ ®ntimental reasons-are obvious, but apatt vfroxr.a these, it does'not seem a statement worthy

cuthly moparchs. Other-appearance of these, Gen. 28: 123 32: 1, 2; 1 Kings 22: 19; 2

.



of the occasion that there is peace to those with whom God is well pleased. No heavenly
chorus was needed to tell men that.  The most ignorant heathen knows it. But it was in
every way suitable to the event to proclaim that God looked with pitying ‘“benevolence ™ o
the whole fallen race. (John 165 Eph. 2: 751 John 4:9, 10.) Ggdetsays **Men of good-
will, meaning those on whom goodwill rests, i< 2 mode of expression without any example.™
Dr. Scrivgher says, that the received text of onr authglized vorsion ¥ has the virtually anani-
mous evidenge of the Greck fathers, with-an aathori om which there is, or ought tobe, no
- appeal.” ‘The Lowis mapuscript of the grospels, discovered in 3892 in the convent at Mt
Sinai, Jes the-comion reading * goodwitl towards mens’  Great fmportance is attached to
this by scholars, I the words be taken-to mean “ men possessed of goodwill” i, ¢, towards
God (s in the English version, ) it 15 false theology and-although an angel from heaven de-
clared it we would not rcceive him.  (Gal. Ts $.3 If God gave peace enly to those who
first manifested ** goodwill ® none would be saved. In the highest -i. e. in the heaven,
as 3s shewn by-antithesis to ** on earth.” Others understand it to'mean (1) in the highest
strainsg or, (2) among the highest angrels; o7, (3) the most high God. This was & familiar
doxology. (ch 19: 38) The song sugaests that heaven and earth have been onited, are
in a certaia-correspondence, and be-simultaneously described; as the halo of glory spread out
from God to all sides in heaven, so the balo of gace will-spread out from God’s pepple on
A1 sides on eayth,” Rom. §: 1. (Lindsay.) eace—Isi. 9: 6. (1) Christ reconciles men
to God by his atencment ; (2)induces the sinncr to lay down the weapons of s rebellion ;
{3) bestows a peace which.passeth all understanding: and (4) infuses principles of Lindnes
and poodwill amongst men, uitidntely bringing about universal peace. The following elanse
stands i apposition and is explanatory of the reason why there is-peace on-carth, hence there
iy no ccnnecﬁng “and.,” There 15 peace on earth becagse God’s kindness and compassion,
his “pocdwilly” have:found expression 1o this néw-born babe, and are incarnate amongst
o, - -t Y R -

{Il. Tie Suetueros’ VisiT. 16, Let us now go even unto-=lit. “let us o,
right off, as far.as to Bethelehern.” The words imply thaf they were.at some distance from
ifie town. 18. * They came hastening,” shewing zeal-as well as faith. The truth of the
sews isnot for-a-momept-doubted by them. Notice how graphic the narrative is. Found
—¢ discavered,” implying more or less prolonged-search. : - :
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_ (Weregret that ourspace does not permit us to give, io Tull, the excellent.notesaccon-
panying these-outlines.) - - e - .o
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- . -For Junior Classes the-following Outline may be followed to ddvantage: .
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+ In arranging the lesson this way we have a segjes of word pletures which can be o
exceptingly interesting to the Junior scholars. R :
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