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tESSN I.JLY 1ïâ, 1894. * 3rd QtfinTitt.

Trhe Sirth of Jesus. Luke 2; 1.16.
GOL»EN TEXT: « trito us iË boni this day in the city of David a Saviour,

which is -Christ the Lord.».- Luke :2: rir.
C0o-qNMxT TO, MEMOIY ver ses 10-14. CH1LDREN>S HirMNAL 17, t8j 211e 20.
PROVE, Tiur-Jesus is the pro.mised Me~ai à csî~3

So,Sa .rT Çnc-AEnRsg. Quest. 82. [s any man able perfectly to kee h
commandments of God'?

(2 ho &kcto*ufeu frdw4for4 BiUs Reo4re 4ocaUm)~

Mco. 1: 1-14. 1 Min. 1: 12-17I2211ni. 1: itrDAr.4SA. 4z 9-1J

NOTES AtRD EXPLARATIONS.
INTrODlUCTORY...-IVe bein to-day a study ef the whole life of Christ. It will ocvpy

ycar and a half, and should fiii every oneof us with increased admiration of the %vonderftiSaviour. It should, help -us-to understand bim better.and love -hin more Befare yaubenask hlm to help youta sudy every lesson wreli, and tomalte you more like himself. Be sure
mwd read the-vwhole story from the beginning, încluclirg John 1: i- iS; Lvlke 1:. _I-.o and~

The Rçmàn Emnpire tben em»braced the whole known -world. Rome itself was a city ofabout 6,oopo inhabians ad more wealthy and magifieent than London, Jerusaeahad a pulton omreîa25oQ1Qoo.
LESSON_ pLài. 't The Tltu.aviour. vs. 1 .7. IL The Angels Song. Vs. S-14'l'il:!l ThShepherds Visit, vs% îý, 1.
L. TnÈ INFANT SAVZOT3L 1. f n those day - The calculations of Dionysius, aRoma abbî, srnaed 'lexiguus. " or 'tîhe litrie,' have been universalyaccepted through-

out Christendoni. TFhese were pubhsbed in A. D. 526 and by theni the date ai ofut Savioursbirth vm-fixed in the-year of Rame 754. [t s nowgenerally-ac4çowledged-that tbis date is'four yCars astray, and-should-have heen A. U3. C 750. Deced-Greek "dogma." CaesapAugustus-Th Roman emperor. His nane.was Octaviam>s, but he assumned the title"Augustus," or 1'the august," in compliment to bhis own greatness. Our month Aîtezt isnamte<i frora bmm,as le frmasuce uu.Cen ' Alhe wôrld-R. V. znarg. "theinh-abited enrth." This must refer ta the whole Roman empire and riut paerely to Paledrme.Thie emperors-were called -;lordsýofthe imhabited world," and the empire was Maid tb4"orbis-terrnu.e.p The',Gieek wordthereîsathat-fromiwbicb "ecumenical ''contes. Taxecf'
--R. V. lecrolled' T7he word maeans "ta wite off,» or "enter in.a ist." lt %tus ageni-eral een-sus of the empire, taken for purposes-ai taxation or ambition, and therefore-distastcftd

tu the '[cas bath on pamnotce andt religiaus graunds. Il bas been objected i hat no such dco.cree waàs atsued at tbis time since-we bave no mention of it elsewherc. 'But <t) Luh-e u-rotýýnteaz the >time and lie would flot have made such a glaring misstatement of'ýfact, it wouldhbaveb.-_e4 at once contradicted ; (2) bce bas been proved to be singularly aceurate in -points inv.hich at one tinie he was thouglit to have beei i error, e. g. caffing the *agitrates-of Thbe's-salonicc eUirvchs (Acts i7: b;> <3> the political records of the time are very imperfeet, but-wt know' dit Auguýstus frequentiy called for statistcal VOturns'; (4) the early de-fenders of
Chrt1mî reertacentx btsmade by Qmnus% hcnù »ia rcurator and cakUete their

The T-xAcirus CRraxo Lrinrv [s pubU4zhed %yoeklv t1w the> Genorald Assembly'f abbt ~e-Conm tte, Pr>'ehyteï Min urch in Cada, at *5~ cents a vCri. eÏ 5o If -four or raore copies- are sent runp , Address Rev. T. F. Potheringha--toi 1O? gzen ;ïtmet, St. Josh? Ni B. Edittg Coroiitîýee>othednghami à%& Turnhi andaeps Ikln.



opý*on tesea h :sneI f r4pliéd "These lists do not'exist;" ()ugu5tus colf

cen-su this ; (6) fuq-phus rel tes th*t ttèrý wzis rnuch %gitation arnclng tbe Jews shortly

bfoil -e death of »} r, but osnt mention the cause, It may hae renfoop
sition ' hsclss to wtia.subsequent one inientioiied in Acts 5; 37. 2. The first -en.
roll xe tý made-(R. >.-Ih-ie clearly points to a second,<Acts 5: 37«) Other tran,,1tons

arendde iti viw f bv.atngthe dif«culty connected with the verse <1) *6hsenol

ment was first mzarie I. e. did flot take e ffect until Quirinus, etc. But -this idea would bave

beIS meprcssed in a- different mariner ;, (2) Il Refore Quirinus 'vas governor, etc. 37This is flot

an impossble rendcring Yof '<first' ,but is awkwàad and unusual. The difficulty lies in the fact

that Quiriaus 'vas governor. in A. T). 6-aad there is no, record, ofhis hav.ing been-goveruor in

B. C. 4. A German -critic, A. W. Zunhpt, lias sliewn.that it is*highly probable that ho wea

twie gov ror lie 'vas-honoted witb a "cTriumph 'lin A. D. z or 2, for conquering somec

htieriben~ the province -of.Syria,, and-the 'var in whicb these victorles urere won must

have occurred 'about B. C 4. The gencral of the army would also be governor of the pro.

vince. SyrIà- -Althougis juda was ruled, by its owa -king, it 'vas more or less Under the

oversight of the Roman governors of Syria. 3. His own, city-In Palestine the Jeiqh

* notlod was-folowed. Eacli person repaired to the -flmily head.4uarters to lie earolled. 4.

'13ethI0hem.-"-House of bread "called also Ephrath, or Ephratafx, "Fruitful.> i Sam.-

z6t 1; Micali 5: 2; John -7- 42. Galiee mas the most-fertileand prosp;erous part of Palestiune.

Nazarcth ýwa$ about 70,miles-north of Jerusalem aad Bethlem 6 miles south. Lineage

-R.N. "family." Thenation 'vas-chvided -into tribes, these fntofaînilies, and.-these.again

iuto bouses. Sec Matt. i: 16; Luke, K:27. Mary, -who, was betrothcd te him-

-, t. .- he vasleall, bt lotactaly, iswife <Matt. i - 4, 25.> T he lau' did flot re-
qu<.o Mry e g wili ~ huban. emayhav thught of-thé prophecy and desiredtoý
iblfhitat ny ateGodoveruld ler ctins o a tebrig it-about that lier cbild shouldLbc

'hot ~tBetlehm. he oo 'as f te "useandlintage of Daid icli.,T- 32.) 7.
Firsbor~"Athogh hister ma unoutcdl beused of an only- child, such use is
ueessallyalwys onncte wih te epeeatin o oters te follow, and can-no longerý have

place 'hnth Cvol W Cous of events is.-before the writer and, no others have-followed. The

conibination of-tbis consideration with the-fact that brethren of our Lord are brouglit for.

wardia4.his gospel in closé,connection 'vitlx his.mother, make it as certai ras any implied

fact con -be that these -childrea 'vote the, children of Mary hersel.Il» (Alford.) 1 &The evaný..

gelists could-notw'eli- have usedthis-term of jesusif-tliey lad krown that Mlary had-no other'ý

Zhulclrena' <StbaÏff) Swaddling clothes-lit. "aIe swaddledhim."-i. e. 'vrappedaround

the body and- limbs a-longýstrip-of-inon about fourinches 'vide. Mati scems te have been

wi4thout-tfieattendance-so a'eessary at suc! a time. Manger -Anciont tradition states

that the-stable 'vas a cave. "lThe r!ionksof Bethlehem- show,,a grotte beneath tlie great

Christian churcli, Iîned witb marble, which thoy dlaim to lie thé stable where the infant

Christ- nslaid. I beheve tha: this.tradition ýis' etter founded tIsathose of most lsoly placesý

Thc caravapserai, -or inn, would natually ho wheïe-this is, just outside-of the littietowa. it*

mma fouaded byChimlian, son of Barzilla, in the days of David-<2 Sam. 19-- 31e 38', Jer. e:r

17) and 'vas scarce.ly likely to- liechanged up-toý the tinte of tle Romaft rule, wlieah tIc early

Cliristians consecrated-it-as.a churdli. There are niany-natural grotines on the slope of the-

biU;, and 'vo frequently see in other. places thiîthe caVeaýnear-a caravanserai have been ern-

largoci& aad used as-stables., The stable h svery unlîke ours. At tlie end farthest front the

dor isalways an elevaîeddais or platform, usually made by enlargiag tbe cavern, butleaxing

the gior of tlie -platform, about three or four feet bigler than theamea. la front of it is a long

trouge hollo'ved out, roaching, front endio.ocnd, -the manger. The-foluge-is stored on tiis

plfim uto oe f h ate and:-is pushed zintp tle long manger as re uired.hHere

rte cansl-drivers-usually-sleep, close-totheir animaIs. No'v thfe inni bei fu17ospim

Mary 'vould lie eompelled te avail themselves of. this shelter, andto sojourfi on titis plaîforn.

Naturally, wlien the' child 'vas bora, thse manger 'would suggest itself as the only craille

astailable, where-the moîber cïjuld-t ted-lin 1p 'by lier side, and wrappcd, as is stll t1c

unieral Eastern, custom.. in -a series of- 1ad rn edt oolk umt the

babe looks lil<e sonte limb newly set n iacl - itl surical skill. " (Canon Tasraun.)

- t. Tliompson, in -ITe Land aud the Book"'sys that sucht mangers maie4 very excellent

cradies iridecd, and tInt lits dhildren have very often slepi in them- w-hle spciiding tlie.,sut-

mer among thse hilis. In n - l'Ils 'as gonerally a- quarangular court-yard- surrounded hi'

3ooms, oralcovies, the pavOd fluor-of<ivhich 'vas raised a foot-or moreabove the-central arca-

in these- the -travellers-fouid shelter, providing for, and waiting upon themselves. a

11. Titr, Aiqt.-Lýb Som,. 8. ln the, sane- country -- tather l"la tie samne-placO" i

e. riear Bethlehemi, Shepherdà--The dîeep-intended for sacrifice-in tisetemple wrle

tued near Bethlehiem. *'licre-on -tIe ruadîu jerusalent, stuod Dzgdal.5Edgu, 1'tse eatch-

tower of the flock,' tuestation vwhere thse shepherds watclsed- the flodlis dcstined for thse daily

sacrifice intis temple. Arua6l barayiag front Jerusalem, on any side. so fatr as te Uigdai-

Edgax 'veto confiscated -tu-te thetcmp~le serice. Tt wnas a settled coniction anm0Tiz the

jjews tInt thc Messuhl 'va3 tu bce bIotUî Bethlehemt, anid that previously ho %%,as te lbe ain-
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nourced frorn Migdal-Edgar. The beautiful significance of the revelation of the infànt Christtci shepherds watching the flocks destined for sacrifice needs nocornmeui. (M. R.Vinent,>Abiding in the figtdI-Tiire is no reso »hy this shôUld not have ýeen thse case ini Decem-bier. In thse climaatt. of Ealestdnc soine of the~fintest weather of th-e >e cur-s ini tise latterpart of-"i 111Onti Thse- precise day of our Saviour's birtis is, however, dot knoivr. Thieevent was not colebiated util aftcr thse middle of tise fourth centuary,,Kand then there _va!îthse utmost diversity as to date. tiltimately thse uage of the Ronianchiurels preý-alcd. 'ýhes;tying of the Talmudists, on which- thse opposition to tise December.datelrests, that the flc>ckswere taken to tise fields in Marcis and brought-home-in November, 's sasd to'have referred4 buthe pastures-la tise wildees-a anyfrom tise ciis and Villages. <Se AndreWs LiA4eoCkris't.) Keeping tengiw chs(R. V. marg. ).-£Iit. "'the watches of thse night.»)
Meyer thinks tisat thse plural refers to, tise différent watch, stations. Tise common view i5 tiatthey kept wvatch by turn -for a certain number of-hours. It was necessary to guard againstwild beasts-and robber. (i Sam 17. 34; John z0: 10, 12.) 9. An angel -not 'ç thse"Ingel. Carne- upon thom-R. V. " staod by tisen." -Thse idea is of a-sudden appear-ance. Ne was tisere before they perceived his approach. The, glory of the, L.ord-fhcyrecogtnized-tItis-as thse Shckznak, the.symbol of dlivie preseace, t'cstifying to thse celestialmnessenger. Ex. 2a4: 16;ezî KIngà,8: 10; Isa 6: 1.3; Acts 7: 55; 26; 13; %nm. 9:-4. $oreafrald-it. Ilfgarcd a great fear.8 "asore," in-tise sense of6" very mnucis,"- denôtes an inteas.ety disagrecable sensation. "Its use -is poetic and archaic. Doubtless tise sisephercls werc,like Simeon, Ilwai.ing for tise consolation of Israel," yet their fear was natural, flot onlyfroas thse sudden afld-unexpected character-of tpae-appearance. but from Uic consciousnessthatthey werc ;n Uthc presence of aýsupernatural bcmng. There ýwas also> Uic-old belief-that-no onecould sec God and-Ilve. Judclgs 13; 22; Ex. 33: 20. Compare -Luke S: 8; 24:4, Si 37.Tis fear mn y be connected with thse consclousncssý of sin. 10. Feqrnfot-Almost alwaystise£rst 'yordisof a gracious-visitant. Maug. 28: .ç, 10;'Luke r: 3, 30; Gen. îis . I bring'yougooci tidings-T-his is on e word in Greek'W-ycsffe translates- itIiterallyf 9"I çvàngyclzeto you, a.grea joy." Thse angel was Uic first evangelist. Joy-Read' Isa. Si: 7; 61Z. r.Rom. 5. 1z; 1 Pet i: 8. Toall thepeple. PLV.--i. c. to, ail -the people of Laraei.Tiss -was but thec prelude to Uic more glorious- antisem of the- angclic isost Tse message wasjirs -to, the Jews, and istougis îhem to tise whole- World, and- to.allclssses of mca. Gen. r2:3; Ps.72:8; Isa. 2: 2;42: 6; 60:3; Ezek. 17,:2i2, 3Micais4:1 2; à at 8 9 uct47; Acts 13: 46, 47; âom. i S; S, 9;ýCol. À: 23$l aviour,-A defiveërer, for %vhomtise oppressedpeople praycd andofwhomp tiscir propisets-had spoken. Lisa. :6. He was aSaviour in-a,-deeper scase tisai probably Uic shepiserds undcrstood Matt. 1 - 21. Christ the,Lord-" Messiah Jelovais,"' the ,annfointed One, whoï haJiova." "Tse Lord' a tiste",consioan.amse for Jehovais in thse Old Tcstamenji, and-stanklshere-in appositioaýto "'Christ."'This is the only place in which,.Uiese two nagmes come«ogcther. Ia Acts 2.- 36 we have"ILLord raxai Christ'> whieis me-ans -the saine. This -la a distinct e'ssertUoa to the divliiy ofofjesus of NeaÏaeth, Phdl. 2:1. The adveat of-the long expected- l<essiah-isnowannoun-ced. in -thc city of David--Accordiag-to. Micais 5: 2. toý wich,-tiè minds, of these Biblereading shepiserds would- revcrt, and grasp more clearly the <Wl meaningof theastonisrin-?news. 'thèse words- stand, last in order in tIseoriginal-aad ty pàrticularizingtbie placce anthat close hy, make-the message morereal to, tic carsof-the sisephercis. 12. Trhts le thesign R._ V.-The mark by wbich thcyslsould recognize thse éhild, namnely, lie would 1ý-'~astaddled babe cradlcd-in a m2anger, ini Bedslehema2." TitisU nvsfot a s.xga vouchsafe totunhelief, for asking which Zýachar1as was struck dumb (Lise i. i8.ao) and whicis Christtufuscd to give to -tise Jcws, but a mere mark of-indentifit:atiomt the faith of thef-shepherds13perfect andtcisildLlike. 13. The heavenly host--or 16 xmy,. a common designation ofthe angels. TiseEgure la derivcd fromt tise pomp of military display around Uic persons ofcartisy mctaarchs. -. QUer-appearance of -these, Oea. 28: 12; 32: -1, 2; 1 King$ 221. tg; 2,ling 61;-Dan. 7: z; Rev. 5: i; 19: r4. Sec also Maît; 2z6: 53. " They are part'iltý2nts la creation iJob 38-: 7,) at Uic giviag of tie lýaw --Deut. 35: ?,; Acta 7: 53,) at tése n.don (Ps. 68: 17; Lukie 24:-4.7,> at tse udgmcnt (Matt. i5: 3L.") (Webster and-Wilkinson,)PraislngGod-[t isaàssumcd tisat tisese words vvere sung, but tise narrative does flot sayso.They -have thc formi of Hebrcw poetry and tiserefore. -it Ls reasonable to s.uppose tisat tise>'wje chanted aller Uiceinannér of tise Psalms. Thsis gives us-no hint of thse music ieard inheavea. for Uic agels would adapt bisemaclvea bo, their hearers sô as to, edify ratiser tisai~utoish iem.14.We catnot go.fouly mbt ail tisat hasbeen written regarcling tisas verse.Thé sease geacrally -is that thc cirent aasnounced by tise angel enhances the glory of God,brngs peacet te artis,.aad proclaims God sgoodwill »e men. Tise maincoatroversy centresarcandtheword "gWowilL" Tiscre arc two radigs diffeingb only a sngle lettmsPence on c artis to mca of goodwill," and Uic one la oui Bibls 1e former is-gdopted, byheRevis'ed Vcrsi -n, pence among méa la whom ise la W'ell pleased, .c c hthe objerta of God's "goodwill." "'tise elct peuple of GociL" i-Van Oosterzeee> This-,buig a aes thougist by-critics-to be Uic bcst supportc-d by ancicat manuscrpta, but itla ltprôi'ed acceptable to Engliss readers for reasons hotis setimental.and 1ogical. TheIensrseta reses reobious, ut apaîtfrom tisese> i docs-flot sem a statenaent worthy



af the occasion that there is Peace to tbose with whomn God is weiI pleased. No heavenly-

chorus~ was needeti to tell ruen tha1t. The most igniorant heathen knows it. But it was in

everv way suitable to the event to proelaim that Gr-1 looked wîth pitying "1-tbenevolence r, -

the wvho1e fallen race- (John yi -1; EPhý 2: 7, 1 John 4: 9,.)> tdtas"P /ad

wi//, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L nIligtoeo ho odilrss a Mode of texpreýiion %Nithout any example-

Dr. Scriveer says, that the rýct-eivt!d tc>çt of oui1 auth cd vuasion ashevrulynn-

MOUS eNid>ence of the GreLl fithers, %vith'i" authOri 9or which the-rt: îs, or ought toube, no

appeýaU>' Thu Lewi s wafausc1ipt of the gospels, discovertdin 118z9: in the convent at Mt.

sînat, >p t feccommon a "ad4 "gootiwill towards muai,. Great importance is attachud î»ý

this by scholars. If the wairds bc taken -ta mean 1«men Passessed af goodwiil'> i. c. towarTd-

God (as 'in the English version,> it ts taise tbeology anti although an angel frorn hcaven de-

rlared it %vu would nulrceie him. <Gai. I S. If Gad pv~e peace ouI>' ta thosu -wha

first maniftc godiln ou old be saveti. In the haghest - e. in thec hezvn~

as Ns shý:en by- antithesis to "on earth.. Others-understandt it to'meafl <1) in th-e high>t

stis; or, (2) amông the highcst angels; or, (3) the maihg ai hswsafmiffsx

d iOI0gY. (Ch. 19- 38.) 'lTheý soný suggests that heaven antd eaxth have been Wnltcd, are

in -a certain-correspondeuce, andi besamultaneausly descrihed; as tlie hala of glor>' spreautu

from Cati to all sies, in h2avcn, sa the halo of peace wifl apreati out from Godis peqiplu on

alt sldcs'of ealth.» Rom. 5: 1. <LindsaLy.) Peace--ita. c). 6. (1) Christ rcocanlusns.-n

to Csod b>' bis atoiiement-- <z> induces-the sinnrer -to tay down the weapons of his rcbejion;

(3) bwstowts 3 Peace Which-passeth afl understanding: anti <-4 infuses principles of krd>~

antd goodiwill, anaangst mnen, ultuiaiately bringan a-u urtiversa) peace. The folloivin£ye1aime

s-tApdso in apposition anti is eplaraatory of the reason why ýthere s- peace an eazrth, henc0 thcrr

- no connectin,1 4 g"a' There is Peace oni earih because Goti's kindnesî anti compactlOn.

hi "oedwilV, haxe, fo -tepesion in thib uêw-barn bahe, and are inc-arniate atmonl,;;

111, Tx4n Si-iEiîHRDS VisiT. 15, Lot us noVý 0 o eveà n to-lit. "lIet u,,g;

i-ght off, as far.as ta Ëeîhelehem-.» Thre wards impi>' that the' were a ani e distance from

tlhe towu. 10. -They canehasting," shewiun ze1)-as we7l as faith. The truth of the

liaivs la not for a-MoffieQt-4ouhted by îhQm. Noncg haw grple the narrative is. Found
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