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DULL: PHOPLE ACAIN.

" The crediting of dullness with abili-
ties of which it s Lhe only eévidence, I8
a very favourite exerciso -t discernment
among people who know that it is wise
not to be misied by superliclal clrecum-
stunces. Thus, if, of “twao schoolboy
brothers, one i8 a vivacjous lad who
tikes his studies, learns quickly, and al-
ways brings bis lesscn perfeet, and the
other learns with toijl and distaste only
because he must, and as often as not
prefers the dunce’s place or the risk of
reprimand or & floggiug, dAs 1lhe case
may be, to the tedious effort, there will
always be sorwe of the more covertly
sagacious of their kinsfolk {0 shake
their heads over the facile progress of
the clever lad, aud to predict the suc-
cess of the future of the dull boy, on
the ground that he is a dull boy.
The fable of the hare and the tortoise
has a wise moral, but that moral, wel
weighed, is 2 warning to hares not to
§° to sleep ingtead of running, rather
than according to the jnterpretation
frequently fitted to it—a disapprola-
tion of the natural speed of the hare as
cowpared with the sober making haste
which an anxious tortoise can achieve,
and still less as compared with the pace
o! & tortoise indlsposed to racing at
all. It is probable, to say the least ot
it, that a hars who did not go to sleep
would be at the winning-post before
the staidest of tortoised; and ope inay
venture to doubt whether diligent dull-
ness can match diligent aptness. But a
great many Mentors and guardians of
youth are posseSsed of the idea that
all hares must, by the nature of them,
take naps, and -all tortoises be some-
how or other plodding on; and with
similar confusion of infercnce they have
a reverence for dullness in {lself as far
safer-and solinder than aptness. Many
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bright ¢hildren, tond of thelr books and
using thejr young abjljties to all ad-
vuntage, are unwisely discouraged by
admonitions that what they acquire
must be supetficial, aud soon to be for-
gotten, becauss they are able to acquire
it 80 ensily. With agsuranees that their
dull comradeg will i2 later grown-up
daye be solidly their supeflors. The
old hare and tortoise story, thus ap-
plied dashes the energy of me.oy a hare
for the one tortoise'that it spurs on.

But the respeét for Jullnéss as a sign
ot sovad capacity is not extended to
the cipening intellect only. ‘A discreet
amount of dulness will pass off any
sane man for the possessor of great
practical judgment: and it his face be
of the ghape that smiles, he will be un-
derstood to be a shrewd and cay'tious
obgerver, and he can have a reputation
tor deep success in any department ot
learnirg art, science, or connoisseurship
to which Lis taste may lead him; or
he may wear the character of a general
philosopher with thoughts that lle too
deep for words.

Dullpess i8 not so good a certificate
for o woman's intelligence—it 18 under-
atood that speaking to the point by
guess-vork. with a promptness in an-
swering questions rightly on wrong
is the particular merit of a
and the soundness

grounds
woman's mind:
which dullness infers 15 incompntible
with this more cothereal quality—but
the dull woninn is oretty sure “to be
held to have a great deal more in her
than sh: shows; and the brilliant wo-
man wi.l as surely Be accused of not
being nearfs so clever ag ghe seems.

The dvll man. like the poet in this
respeet, v born. not made: yet just as
by the initatlon of good models and
much taking pains, many versitier
has arrived at all the honours of the
noes. a caretl disciple might emulate
the @nll and secure their nrivileges.

Few arts ronld he more condusive to
the enjoyment of their possessor than
the nct of dullness : n «t to have ¥ is to
fie lidble to-be “bored ahd tatigued by
Adull peuple wherever you go 3 he simplv
dull youraelf. anil yon-are master of the
witty and the wise wherever you {ind
them, to make your diverdion.

3
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: H Word in Season.’
To the Editor of the # Antidote.” -

Sir,~Many o! your readers, myselt in-
cluded, feared for some weeks during
tbe early winter that the spicy lttle
“ Antidote ” was falling away. Imust
now, Mr. Editor, congratulate you that
our fears were ungrovnded. The ‘¢ Anti-
dote ” has becowme One of the brightest.
pépers of the kind on cither 3ido of the
Atlantic. Let anybody compare it with
“Lie” or * Pick-me-up,” end I dontt
think it need fear for the result. The
original matter 8 good, the selections
are admirable, while the engravings,
with a few cxceptious, here and theve,
will hold their own wfik the best.
Montreal may well be proud of the ap-
parent succéss tu establish a paper of
the kind here—when £0 many have {nll-
cn by the way. 'The man or woman,
the young neople bf society, who can-
not find amusement in the columns of
the “ Antidote,” must be lacking "what
Tom Hood the elder called a * funny-
bLone.” Not leasv is the * Antidote
deserving of praise that it is not thrust
into our facés in the strects and public
places, and bawled at us ’till we suf-
ter ap3 are likely to lcse our gaod
will towards waifs and gaming. With
best wishes from mysélf and three
young lady friénds who prompt me ‘to
write this letter, ° :

I am, Mr. Editor,

Applaudingly yours,
‘VALENTINA.
Sherbrooke strect, Montreal,
14 February, 1893.

P. 8.—~Don’t forget to give us a couple
of those nice short stories every tveek.
Two of them are worth more than the
dollar it costs n year.-—V.

(The foregoing' was unfortuynately re-
ceived too late for insertioptlast week,
—probably delaged on the wway. The
editor sincere]y thanks his apptecinting
voung lady renders for the compliment,
and hopes always to merit tii€ too high
praise bestdwed ilpon his efforte.

D

For months he had tried to coax
The papers fo print his foax,
But' 'twas all in vala;
So bis mammoth brain
I alcohol now ‘he soax. R

———

A good many ill-natured remarks ars.
being made about hoops, but wheii they- -
come the doors will bo opened wider to
receive them than for any fashion {or
years. .

? s c
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The hast Sensational Drama.
Mr. Odear Wilde's last titerary effort,

the drama known as *“ Lady Winder-
‘mere's Fan,” about which the critles
ditfered av widely on ity appearance on
the bourds in Fondon, has been recent-
1y introduced to New York audiences.
The author is perhaps one of the most
jugenious advertisers that lhus ever
visited this side of the Atluntie. Dur-
ing his former stay in New York he was
th observed ol all observers in the
street, and in the clubs und dfuwiog-
rooms. He allowed hix hajr to grow
long, wore knee-breeches, and was wont
to 2xpress Limseif in

* Utter platitudes

1u stained gluss attitudes.”

Mr. Wilde is still the apostle of
benuty among a certmn set in London,
whe are dubbed by the scoffers as the
clirowo-literury-set, and the discussjon
about him aud s writjngs have
brought abous a state of apfairs that
wany an abler man must seck for in
vain, aand whieh even money caunnot
buy. Mr. Wilde is a versatile geniuy
as he has shown by his elforts o -terly
with bLrush ang pencif, and in other
higl art attempts. It will not be un-
interesting to vur readers to have some
thorough knowledge of * Lady Winder-
mere's Fan,” as 1t is pot among the
improbabilitjes that 1t muy be pro-
duced in Moutreal in the course of some
little time. This drama js o Comedy of
manuers, supposed to be London mman-
ners, mnd whether Mr. Wilde draws his
types from uiature or not, he has sue-
ceeded in wmaking an amusing play,
whice [alls short of rea) value only be-
cause of an exceedingly improbuable
piot. ‘The author is & muster of cpi-
gram.

Whether his paradoxes mean anything or
uot, they sound exceedingly woll, and
when enunciated with great care by com-
netent actors it is no wonder that the au-
diencc think that there must be some-
thing wonderfully deep Lehind them ; it is
another illustration of Bunthorne’s verse
in “Patience ” in whick he exclaims “If
thi» yovug man ie too deep for me what a
. ve1¥ deep young man this deen young man

must be.”

The actors reel of these paraoxes, bits
of epigram and repariee as if they were
. fuli of wondrous meaniug, and perhap+
they are. At the moment they sounl a-
masingly well and the audience is de-
lighted. In * Ladv "Windermere’'s Fan ™
there are hut one or two epigrams that
pow impress me as worth quoting. One
of these was the defiaition of a cynic as
some who knows the grice of evervthing
ond the value of notuing, which is ad-
mirsble of its kind. Another bit ot bright
cthazacterization was thnt of a woman whe
wa? said to have not only a past. hut
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dosen of them. This j« the sort of thing
tbat makes the sudience think that there
i1 a great deal in *' Lady Windernere's
Fan'"

THE IMPOSSIBLE PLOT,

¢ ludy Windermere s Fan ” is 80 extraor-
dinary & production, from u dramatic
Lo nt of view, that the story is wvorth tell-
ing. Lord Windevmere is a man of wealth
and position, who has warried o poor gir)
of unknown parentage. Lady Windermere
believes her mother to be Jead, She is the
Jdasughter of a woman wko deserted her
hrsband and child wien the latter war
«fili ap infant to run away with a lover
whe proved faithless. The woman had o
Iurd time of it for years and had lost all
tzack of her child. When the play opens
Lond Windermere has been approached by
tLe mother of his -vifo, who declares that
sh - 1ust have help ia regaining & position
in society. As the price of this belp sho
will keep silence as to the parentage of
fud; Windermere. She needs snoney and
social position. Lord Windermere can give
hes the oue and Lady Windermere itho
other. She promises that if she succeeds
in carrying out her plauns, which include
wutringe with s certaw {diotic young tord,
ehe will Jisappear from tieir world alto-
gether and trouble thom no wmore. She
Lae led rather a wild afe of it durivg the
last twenty vears and ©  tired of it.

THE FIRST ABERRATION.

Here begin: the absutd vart of the play.
Iustead of telling his wife the true sti te
o¢ affairs, lord Windermere, in order to
sL.cld her from pain, virtually accepts the
mouther’s proposition. e establishes the
woman in a handsome house i London,
wivee her all the moncy she needs for a
fuawious life and propares to help her
social aspirations by introducing her to
scerety at a ball in bis own hoase. Uu-
fortunately for this hittie scheme. the news
oi his devotiou or apparent devotion io
ibi. Mrs. Erlynne, who is still a beautiful
weian, ol course, reaches his wife’s cars.
somt of her dear friends ju society come
tv condole with her aud co.wtort her over
ths fact that her husband is supposed i
Y 1uining himsel! for Mrs. Erlynue. The
vcwng wife at first refuses to believe the
reports 3 they have beea marrted but three
yeors and her husband has been wholly
Jdevoted to her. At least she thinks #o.

A PRIVATE CHECK BOOK LEFT OPEN.

Bui the wife's suspicions having been
arouged she began to look around for
11007 of anything wrong, aml as TLord
Windermere is careful to leave his nrivate
check book wlhere any boiv can esamine
it. she finds that, sare enouglh. he has been
vaviug thousands of nounds to this woman
of very questionable reputation, whose
unme he has never montioned to her.
Very natarally Lady Windermore is out-
raged eud indignunt. She nakes a sceue
witl lier hysbanl ang throws the check

bock in his face. I a man had bLesn so
iilotic as to begiu euch ar oxtraordiuaty
vices of folly it is eviaent thut ho would
rown sce the idiocy of ¢ and would tell his
wife the truth. But lord Windermore
acex nothing of the kind. He got ouly
1etuser to say why he lavishea large sumk
uf money upon & woman his wife does nog
hnow but he insists thut Mes. Erlyaue
shul? be invited to a great ball the Winv
dermeres are to give. Th's is too much
fo L dy Windermere ‘/he refuses point
bian} to send the invitation, whereupon
tl husband decides to send it himeelf,
netwithstunding that Lady Windermers
thicatens to make a scandal should Mrs.
Eisvane appear, aud to break in her faco
. certain costly fan that she has juet re-
coved as a birthday preseant from her hus-

Lanou
A FATUOUS CHARACTER.

l.ont Windermere is an incompreheusible
rereor to the ond.  He not only hriugd
M1t Erlynne to his.wife's ball, but intro-
cucet lhier to lots of people who prowmptly
fuin upon her a cold shoulder, but pays
devoted attention Lo her himsell. Lady
W\ :ndetmere is so overcome with rage and
wertification that she has noc the courage
to carry out her threat. 8he wakes up
Ler mind to revenge hersell in another
way There is a certrin titled roue. Lord
Darlington, who Las bheen persecuting her
for scine months with his attentious, and
telling her how devoted lher husbaud is to
Mrs Erlynue. Darlington hopes to profit
wher the explosion comex, and secing that
L.y acheme is ripe, he iuvites Lady Win-
Jormere to fly with him for the Continent.
At this yvoint Ladv Windermere shows
the: her husbaud hue no moaopoly ao far
u¢ extraordinary behaviour goes, for she
Lieten~ quietly, to the propcaal and al-
though e rejects it at first is evidently
inc hined to think it over. She watches her
hiebazd during the evening. and at last
cr mee to the conclusion that the town
talk has done him no injustice. He has
ovidently ceased to love her, and is en-
tirelx under the control of this woman.
Lody Windermere resolves upoun her re-
venay @ she will accent Darlington's ofier
aw! ehe writes a hurried note to ber hus-
band telling bim that she has left Eng-
isn ! with his friend Zord Darlington.

WOMEN HIDI AND MEN TALK.

‘This is no more than Windermero de-
serves. Mrs. Eriynne happens to find the
letters left by Lady Windermere and opens
it. She resolves to save her danughter if
she can apd hurries after her to Darling-
ton's house. She finds her there, and
without telling her who she is convinces
her of the enormity of the step she has
taken and induces her to return home.
But before the woinen can escape, a party
of men, including Darlington, Winder-
mere, Lord Loftus, the young noodle
whom Mrs. Erlynue wishes to marry,



arrive and retreat.is cut off. The two
wowmen hide and thero follows o long
édent "bet¥Ween half a dozen mren, .in the
¢60tac of which Mr. Wilde has o good deal
oI bright talk. Tho men discuss various
T opic Of their acquaintancs in a most
atnusing fnshion and Lord Loftus is ral-
lted by his fricnds for his d:votion to Mrs.
Erlynne. Ho announces that he has just
proposed to that Indy and that she is to
give him an answer on th: morrow.
Whercupon the young meon of the party
begin to chaff him agd to remind him of
certain questionable features about Mrs.
Erlynne’s past that stand in nxed of ex-
planation. Loid Loftus declares that
Mrs. Erlynune has cxplnined all  these
things to him, and stands rcray to ex--
plain anrthing cls> that may happ:n. She
is evidontly & wwoman whose forte is ex-
planation, and Lord Loftus admits that
she can explain anything.
WHERE 1 HE FUN COMES IN.

At the end of the scene, just as tho party
is about to break up, Lady Windermere's
fan is discovered uipon a lcange, and thero
is an explosion. Windermere demands au
explguntion from Darlington as to how
his wifo's fan happeus to be in Darling-
ton’s rooms. Whilo Lady Windermere
profite by the excitement to slip out, Mrs.
Erlynne apprars at the rear and claims the
fan. 8he sacrifices her own reputation in
order to save that of her daughter.

THE DENOUEMENT.

The next and last scen? is at the house
of the Windermeres again. Lady Winder-
mere is all tears and ropentance, and has
wmade up her miud to confess everything to
her husband. B:fore listening to her
gtory he tells her that h2 confesses him-
self to have been wrong with regard to
Ms. Eriyone. He had believed her to boa
repentant woman, ond had discovercd, so
he tells his wife, that such was not the
cage; she had been found the night before
in Darlington’s rooms. Then Lady Win-
-dermere defends her, and when Mrs.
“Erlynue appears to return the fan, which
she says sh2 took by mistake th2 night be-
fore, there is & long scenc between the
three, in which the two women hide {from
Windermere the real facts in the case.
Lord Loftus anpears very much crestfal-
len and bows coldly to Mrs. Erlynne, who,
however, induces him to sce her to her
carriage. He rcturns & moment after-
wards radiant and informs everyone that
it is allright—she has explained every-
thing, and they are {0 Le married at once.

A SFQUEL NFEDED,

So the curtain falls upon this extraordi-
nary condition of affnirs, namely, Lord
Windermere ignorant of the fact that his
wife had almost ran away with another

* man, asd the wife ignorant of the fact
that her own mother had saved her from
ruin. This is so extraordinary and im-
- possible & situation as.to s2nd everybody
home with an uncomfortable fecling that

+THB, ANTIDQTES,

thesy jp'c"of;ﬁs Woro: ‘gofhg to begin {tHeiw-

performances all over again at the carliest
possille mom.nt. €ertainly Lord Darling-
ton might he justxflcd in hoping for bet*cr
luck next titnm” There are so many Wweak-
nesss vhout the plot of thy play, oven
briefly outlined, as I have bao nable to
give it here, that the audience really take
no serious interest in the story as astory;
it is too improbable and too far removed
from real life.
THE SECRET OF THE PLAY'S SUCCRSS.

What wmakes th? success ot the perform-
ance, and it cortainly had o c.rtain sue-
cess, wero the delightful comedy scenes
and the huclesg .28 upon society. Among
the friends of th Windermeres are a dozen
or morc of the typical society drones who
act and talk most amusingly. There is a
duchess with a simple-minded daughter
whowmn she wants to marry off ; thore are a
lot of young men extraordi- vy weak
and vicious; there «re fushionable wowmen
full of cuvy and sciremes, and all these
people talk with a certain show of wit.

T S

Socicty Notes.

Lady Smith’s ¢ At Home ** this even-
ing is expected to be largely attended.

Mrs. Henry Archibald gave a progres-
give euchre party at lier residence, Du-
rocher street, Monday last.

Mrs. John C. Gault gave an ‘‘ Au
Heme *’ at hee residence, Stanley street,
on the 22nad jnst. v

A very enfosuble evening wds spent
at the St. George's Snowsioe Club,
Wednesday, aud was largely attenided.

Miss Taylor’s progressive euchre par-
ty proved a great success on Tuesday
evening.

Mrs. A, W. Morris, of Drummond
street, gave a vety successful progres-
sive euchre party on Thursday cvening
to forty guests.

¥Miss Crathern, of Sherbrooke street,
entertained her friends Tuecsday evening
with a progressive cuchre party. Six
clegant prizes were awarded, and all
graciously voted the entertainment o
decided succeess.

Mrs. Hughk DPaton., of Sherbrooke
street, cntertained at dinner Tuesday
evening. There were covers for tielve,
the guests being scated about o large
round table, which had a pink-shaded
lamap in the centre. About the lamp
were clustered a great number of beau-
tiful pink roses. I'rom these towers to
eact plate van & pink ribbon. When
the dinner was “over the ribbon was
pulled off the table, and with it came
a bouguet from the ce‘ntrep{ece, a uovel
idea. - -~ ety

On Wednesday Mrs. Greenshiclds, of

Drummond stveet, gave & dinner. ‘The
circular tabls was decorsted in green
and .white, «broady xibbane c of . green
atrotehing. from the eentrepiece of Jilies
of the valley to the edgs ot the sable,
and sepurating the covers. A beautjlul
receptacle of Yenetian glass held, !tlm
flowers in the centre, and tiny Hwans
of delicate poredlain, distrjbuted at -
tervals over the cloth, held dainty
clusters of violets, o

'

Some sixty gentlemen who take time
to wander away from the cares of life
and stroll in oleasant paths where toil
succnmubs to sentiment, and worry to
humor, gathered at the St. Lawrence
Iall, on the 2tth inst., and there nnd
then the Royal Military College €lub
enjoyed one of its morry dinners. Thero
war not & moment of dullness, for {here
weee too many jolly good fellow's theia,
whe do honor to that expression in its
higher sensec.

A Lrilliant gathering responded to the

invitatjon of Miss Arnton, 842 Dor-
chester strect. Thursay evening. But

spacious as the house is its five (loors
were taxed to tac utmost. The cos-
tumes were lovely, the music good, the
supper dujntily served. As & rule a
dance is more enjoyable when it Is a0t
‘“a crush,” but in this case it was tho
traditiorai exception that proved the
rule, and the very density of the throng
udded to the enjoyment. The decora-
ticng of tlowers were beautifully and
most artistically arrabged. Only a
xmall number of chaperones were pre-
sent, and from beginning to end dancing
was kept up with spivit. Miss Araton
locked ¢harming 1n a becoming gown;
an¢ was gracefully assisted in receiving
by her sister, Mrs. Bell. o

The Montreal Amateur Operatic Club
in Gilbert and Sullivan’s opera the
‘ Gondoliers;” has' proved to be a pro-
nounced success. Miss Walker and Miss
Moylan, acted and sang their parts to
the evident soprecintion of the very
large audiences, and were repeatedly ea-
cored.  Attractive Miss Hollinshead’s
role was given with much charm, and
she earned for herself a distinetive fri-
umph. Miss Herbert also made a per-
sonal success, and was the recipient of
much applause. Mr. Sturgis Jones “wus
immense with b's usual successful grasp
ol any characcer he undertakés. Mr.
€Cane made tive audience laugh, and_ac-
compiishing this, fulfiiled his mission.
On the whole it was & splendid syc-
cess, all acquitting themseives wlt‘ﬁ Qis-
tinction. Profeseor Couture deserves
the heartlcst congmtulatxons tor the
thoroughLv enjoyable pertormauces
which he so suceessfully inaugirated
ant conducted throughout. e




THE FASHIONS,

There is a flutter and a threatened
revolution in the make of snkirts and
bodices. Parjs decrees eight yuards to
be the suitable width jor a skirt; in
Fagland, at prescut, five aand 0 half are
contidered sufficl-ut @ but how geeat are

the  possibilities  of  the  fature,
when everyone is  on  the  qui
rive to Know  whal  is coming
next. TFashion  is. I fuey,  so

ipkidious o her methods, that we scar-
cely notice the advance of a4 novelty un-
til it is an establisled fact. ‘The poor
crinoiiue has been so badly treated; it
has been flouted from vast to west and
nortl to south of the universe—the uni-
verse as represegted by the press. But
yet it is certajn that the skirts will be
wide and act outwards.

A pretty specimen of tho out-spread-
ing skirt, was nade of chestnut hrown
c¢lotk trimmed with black gimyp, there
was a blouse to go with it made of
purple velvet overhanging a belt; the
combiniation of colour wius very suce-
cessfal.

A beautiful evening dress, had a skirt
of brocade. and n full bodice drawn in-
to a pleated belt of velvet, cut right off
the shouilders, with a drapery of cm-
broidered chiffon falljug over the top
portion of the arm, the sleeves heing
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From Lonaen Queen.

made of double puffs, with a baud of
broeaile between them. This fashjon of
vutting the bodices off the shoulders is
extrems 1y pretty, anl grows, daily, or
vither nightly, ip popularity.

Capes are worn every minnte of the
time: even moraing gowns have {hem
and all »tecet costumes nced them.
They are mode triple, and either tail-
or fashed or edged with fur.

A low princess robe, 8 mude
of white satin, velled with a dia-
phanous  (unic in starry wshite sik
gauze or net, It is elaborately cmbroi-
dered below the knee, and encireled at
the foot with o thick garland of roses
in heeping with those decorating the
bodice. The eentre tult is intermingted
with wide ribbon juops and Joug
sureanmers drooving to the edge of the
skirt.  Narrow corselet, epaulettes, and
frillings i vavdyvked lace.  Kerchlef
foltls and short putfed sleesves i plain
LaNzCe or mousseline chiffon.

We  illustrute a toilette de  visite,
made in Berlin for the trousseau of H.
R. H. The Princess Marguerite of Prus-
sia. ‘Ihe dress is fn 2'He green mirror
velvet, trimmed with Venetian point
lace of exquisitc quality, given by the
Queen of Italy. The skirt is bordered
witl. lace, trimmed with white lace and
jet sprays. ,

"2 Y Keotpes, vt ‘:
ot [y . RETRE PR}
An icing. for cake that s popular a;

mong French and German cooks and,

thit is cconomicnl because it calls for

a eggs, is made from a bulf pound of
powdered sugar, . tablespoonful of,
boihing water. the grated yellow vind
of i orange, and cnough orange jiice
to moisten it. Put the sugar in u howl,
thet. add the vind, next the water, and
stly the juice, and use at once.

Left-over egg yolks may be kept fresh
it covered with jce cold water. Pour
the water gently over them, that they
may not be broken. By changing the
water every day they may be preserved
fresk: and sweet for two or three lays,
ever in hot weather,

Spidir Cake.—Qne pint of sour cream,
halt a cup of butter, half a teaspoon:
fu! of sodit, a3 much salt, one tables-
poonful of sagar, and flour sufficicnt to
wake a soft dough. Mix lightly, roll
very thin, cut into rounds, pilace hem
upor a hot spider, hrown upoun one
side, turn, and brown the otner. Serve
hot with butter and syrap.

Muple Sugar Pie.~On¢ cup of maple
sugat l'wokcn and rolled fine, two cui‘m
of sweet milk, yolks of three egis, well
braten together. Jine a  deep pic-tin
with paste, fill it with mapie cream
and bhake. When almost baked suffici-
ently, frost the top with the whisked
whites, in which three tablespoon‘uls
of powdcred maple sugar have beep  2a-
ten Brown slightly, and remove :som
the oven.

— .-@.3;_.:..0_ P
THAT WICKED CONDUCTOR.

In the paclor car sat a “ichly dresded
young woman tenderly holding a very
smull poodle. * Madmne,” suid the coB-
ductor, a8 he punched her ticket, T
am, very sorry, but you can’t have your
dog in this cai.” .

1 shall hold him on my lap all the
way,” she replicd, *and he will dis-
turb no one.”

* That makes 10 difference,” said the
conductor. “ I couldnr allow my own
dog here. Dogs must ride in the bug-
gage car. I'll faste. nim all right for
you '~

* Don't you touch my dog, sir,” said
the youug woman, cxcitediy, =T will
trust him to no ore.” And, with an ju-
dignant tread she marclhied to the bug-
aage car, tied her dog and returnced.
About fif¢y miles furtter on, when the
conduetor cume nioug agajn, she asked
him: * Will you tell me i my dog I8
all right??” .

“ 3 am very sorry.” snid the comduct-
or, potitely, ** but you' tied ilm to a
trunk and he was thrown off with it
at the last ’tation.”
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v, Opere, “ The. Ogalnllas "

- And tuerclore,
‘n .

" T.ove 'y sure.

First on the Bst of very youthful jully
1w

“Whoever heard of Homer making son-
nete to an cyebrow ?

Or Aristotle singlug
with his jute?

Imagine wise old Plato, with his pale
and wassive high brow,

Wrinkling It by thlnklng how his love

he'd prosccute;

Do, you think L'vofessor Aprnysiz learn:
ed ail Le kuew by sighing ?

Or that Mr. lerbert Spencer thought
out ethics nt a bull ?

ff our own lamented Emerson of tove
hupl been a-dying,

to the maiden

Ve pever shouid have heard of  hid
philesophy at all
The last song in the opery is m -

dinn death <ong aiid is said to be vue
of the best things in the opera. One of
the verses cuns @

Aud what is this life

That wan should fem to die?
nlul oh, what is denth,

Thur man should love Lo live?

Likt an avrow shot aloft in the alr,

is he—
Or {ike the soaring fight of cagle
swWilt— :

Like the river that runs but to fall !

Raise on high the fearless death-ery—'

Sqm\d ugain the dauntless ery.
— YISO
The Violin.

Whut justrument will compuare with
the violin, with s riuging tone, s
sl singing, uud Jovely harmonies, its
weird tremolo, and the wails, and crics,
anG the passionute fury, which 1t i
udh to pr oduee ?  Assurcdly aone.

'I‘he piano and organ are excellent iu
hxur way, but they never can, and neves
will. he able to produce that perfect
uxpression of vmotions that o violin
does in the fannds of a true vivilnjst.

But what is it that produces these
losely effectn, which can he cbhtained
f#tom no other instrument? Of course
the originul source of them Js the per-
former’s own imagination, taste, and
feeling. Tlus applies to all instruments:
the violin, however, has this difference;
every elfect, great or small, is produced
by the performer himself, not by any
mechanical contrivahce. Ivery tremor,
every vibration, proceeds under the per-
former’s tingers, and is produced wholly
by them; also every pressure or force
exereisad in bringing out the tone pass-
es through Lhim, which 18 not the case
in such instruments as the organ or
pinno. No wonder then that it requires
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TROTTING IN THE Bois.

meat physical atrength to play awreat
solo well.

Berides this the beauty of i perfor-
manece cousists in the perfect bulance
of the bow, as well as its perfect mani-
pulation, and the method of tingering.
On account of this, the same pussag.
may be played a dozen different ways,
each tire sounding oHite different, ow-
ing to different manihers of ‘bowing;
s8liding up on the strings; playing in
igh und low positions, as well as many
other lovely effects.

Hence it is that you cun express on
a violin what you uever coild on any
other justrument.—* Strad.”

e Dt
Doéuble Responsibility.
snbarrassed Young Man: “ Have
you—er—got any cradles ? *

Furnitare Dealer: * Yes, sir.”

Young Mdn (Lecoming still more em-
barrassed :) * In cases where—where--
when it wasn’t just—jost what you ex-
pected, you kuow, and—and-~und yon
have to buy eradies, you know, is it cus-
womary to buy two cradles or--or one
cradic big cpough for both of em? ™

S ST e
WHERE CAESAR WAS SHY.
Imperial Caesar, dead and
Turned to clay,
Alas ! pe’er lived to hear
Ta-ra-ra Boowm-de-ay.
—Alter Hamlet.

**Why don’t you believe that Prang-
ley is suffering from concussion of the
brajt siyce he was thrown {rom the
toboggan? "  “PBecausc 3if he'd had
an) brains he wouldn't have been on a
tobhoggas.”

A Law RAgainst Mashers,

‘Fhe following liiw is suid to have been
passed by the State of Ohjo, and nonse
100 8001 = To protect innocent girls
und unmarried women, and to puunish
married men pretending to be single.”
Section 1. DBe it enacted by the generag
asscmbly of the state of Ohio, that any
married man who shall fraudulently re-
present himsslf to be ummarricd ged

mauke proposals of mnarriage to any un-

murrjed fcmale of good character,
repeatedly call on or keep colapany
with such female vpdn such false pre-
tense that he is unmarried,
decmed guilty of a misdemcanor and

of

shall bo

upor conviction be fined not less tung

oue huudred dollars, “nor more thag

three hundred dollars, or imprisoned in

the county Jnil not less than aix months

nor mote than two years, or Loth, at

the discretion of the court.”

—.—)K+__

The contman drew o hund that spogled
The icemnn's little gamo;

The modest plumber saw them both,
And got there just the same.

The teast you never aguite enjoy,
Although you mu'y Le starving,
It you are called upon, my boy,
To uadertake thie carving.
Wife—-Why, John, 1 could hear you
singing to the baby clear out in t'he
street. Why did you sing so joud ?
John—Well, I had to keep him from
finding out that he was crying. -~
There is only one wry to live without
work, and that is to prey mthout
cearing.

.
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B POWERFUL DRUG.
(No hous hold should be withoug it)

All eapectable druggisty, Mootgomiey :

assirrey mo, keop thoe ciowroot. . That-is
tho nathe of the drug, aud Mongomery is
the man ~ho onght €d.write its testi-
monisle, This is a testimonial to tho

cfficaoy of the cio~root, and I write jt.

the morve willingly, beeause, until the
cave of Montgomery eropped up, § had np
faitl. i putent wedicines, Seeing, how-
ever, is, they say, bolieving= and I have
seén what tho cio-root did for Moutgo-
mery. 1 can well believe now that it can
do anything, from removing gr ase-spots
to making your child cry out in the night.

Montgomery, whu was moreid yrers ngo
iag subject to headuches, and foruierly his
only way of treating th m was to lie in
bed and read a light novel. By th: time
the novel was finishod, 50, a9 a4 rule, wae
the headache. This trentment rather n-
terfered with lus work, however, and he
tried various medicines which were gunr-
anteed to cure rapidly. Noune of them had
the lenst result, until one day, some two
wonths ago, good fortune wade him run
against an old friend  Chambers street.
ontgomes) wnving o feadache, ncotion-
ed it, and h s froend asked him f he had
tried the cio-root. The name even was
unfamilie to Moutgomery, bl s friend
spoke so enthusiastically of it that the
beaduchy man took a note of it. He was
told that it bad never been known to fail,
and the particular merit of it was that
it drove the headache away iu five wmin-
utes. The proper dos: to take wus half
an inch of the root, which wa« to he suck-
ed and eventually swallowed.  Montgo-
mery tried several chemists in vain, for
ther had not heard of it, but at last he
got it on a back strest. He had so often
carricd hom? in trinmph n °* certnin cure,””
which was subsequently flung out at the
window in disgust, that his wife shook
her head at the cio-root, and advis:d him
not to be too hopeful [IHowever, the cio-
root surpassed the fomlest expectations.
It completely cured Montgomery in less
than the five minutes. Soveral times he
tried it, and always with th: same trum-
pbant result. Raviug at last got a drug
to make an idol of, it is not perhaps to be
wondered at that Montgomery was full
of gratitude. He kept a three-pound tin
of the cio-root on his library table,
and the moment he felt a headache coming
on he said, ¢ Excuse me for on? moment,”
and bit off half an inch of cio-root.

The headaches never had a chauce. It
was, therefore, natural, though none the
less annoging, that his one topic of con-
vertation should hecome the properties of
this remarkablo drug. You wounl? Arop in
on him, glowing over the prospect of a
delightful two hours’ weangle over the
crofter question, bhut he pushed the sub-
ject away with a waive of his hand, and
begged to introduce to our notice the eoi-
root. Sitting therc smoking, his some-
what dull countenance would suddenly
light up as his ey's came to rest on the
three-pound tin. He was always advising
us to try the cio-root, and wh'n we snid
we did not have a headache he got sulky.
The first thing ho asked us whon we met
was wheth>r we had a headache, and often
begged to introduce to our notice the cib-
root and gave it us in & picce of papor,
so that a headache might not take us
unawares. [ helieve he rather enjoyed
-waking with a headache, for he knsw that
it would not have n chancs. IF his wife
had been: n jealous wobman, gshe wounld not
have liked the way ho talked of the cio-
root. . :

Somo of us did iry:the draog, cither Lo
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please him or because we wero really cur-
ous about it. Whatever the reason, none
of 03, F tlunk, tvere prejudiced. Wo tested
it on 1fs tuerits, aud’ ¢anry ananimously
to the conclusion that they were negative.
The cla-root did us no harin. The taste
why what oue may inagine to b the tasto
of €hig root of any rottn tree dipped in
tar, wiuch was subsequently allowed to
dry. As-we were all of ond mind on the
subject, we insisted with Montgoinery thnt
the cio~root was a fraud. Frequently we
had such altercations with ha on the
subject that woe parted in soncesy, and ul-
timetely we snid that it would bo bust
not to goad him too far; so we arrangad
merely to chaff lim abowt his faitd in
the root, and n ver went farther thun in-
sigting, in a plenstnt way, that h> was
cured, not by th: cio-root, but by hig
b lieving in at. Montgomery rejected this
theory with indignation, ut we stuck to
it and never doubted it. Events, never-
thel'ss, will show you that Montgomery
was right and that we were wrong.

The trimmph of cio-root cam: as rec nt-
Iy as yesterday. Montgomery, his wofe,
and myself, had a2rrangd to go into town
for the day. 1 called for them in the
forenoon and had to wait, as Montgomery
had gone along to th* office to sro if
there were any letters. He arrvived soon
after me, saying that he had a headache,
but saying it in o cherry way, for he Luew
that the root was in th* next coom. He
disappeared into the library to uthble
hatf an inch of the cio-root, and raortly
afterwards we set off. The hendache had
been dispelled as uwsual  In the train he
and I had another argument ahout the
o great drug, and he ridiculed my notion
about its being faith that drove his head-
ache away. T may hurry over the next two
hours, up to the time when we wandered
into Buchannn strest. Thore Montgomery
met & friend jto whom ho introduced me.
The s ntleman was in ¢ hurry, s0 we only
spoke for a mom-nt, but after h> had
ieft us he turn d havk

* Montgomery,” he -aid, “do you re-
member that day [ met you in Chamb-r«
strent 270

“1 have good reason for eemombering
the occasion,” said Mortgomery, meaning
to begin the story of his wonderful cure;
but his friend who had to catch a 'bus,
cut him short.

“1 told you at that time,” he said
‘“about a new drug called the cio-root,
which had a great reputntion for curing
headnches.”

* Yer,” snid Moutgomery ;
wanted to thank you—"'

His friend, however, broke in again—

1 have been troubled in my mind since
then,”” he raid, * beenuse I was told after-
wards that 1 had made a mistake about
the proper dose. If you try the cio-root,
don’t take balf an inch, as [ recommend-
ed, but quarter of an inch. Don't forget.
It is of vital importance.”

Then he jumped into his 'hus, but I
salled after him, “ What would be the
effect of hall an inch?”

* Certain death!” he shouted hack, and
was gone. 1 turnad td> look at Montgo-
mery and his wife. She let her umbrella
fall and he had turned white. *‘ Of cours~,
there is nothing to be alarmed about,”
I said, in a reassuring way. “ Montge
mery has taken half an inch scores of
times ; you say it always cured you.”

“ Yes, yes,” Montgomery gnswered ; bhunt
his voice sonnded hollow. o

Up to this point the snow_had kept off,
but now it began to fall in a soaking
drizele. If you are superstitious yon can
take this ns an omen. For the reat of the

“1 always

«

day, certainly, wo had o miscrable time
of it. I had to do all the talking, and
whilo T nughad and Jestld, I' fiotited that
laughed nud jested, I noticed thnt Mryg.
Montgomery ‘was looking  anxiously from
time to time at her husband. She wis
afraid to ask himn if he 11t upwell, and he
kept up, not wanting to o' um b-r. Bug’
he wailked like & man who knew that he
had come to his last page. At my stg-
gestion we went to & hotel to have dinnoy
I had dinner, Mrs. Moutgomery pretended
to have dinn-r, but Montgomery himself
did no. ev'n make the pretense. Ho snt
with his elbov.s on th: table and his
face Luried in his hands. At last ho soid
with & groan that ho was {-eling very
ill. e look:d so doleful that his wifo
hegan to cry.

Moutgomery admitted that be blumed
the cio-root for his suff rings. e had
taken nu averdoss of it, he s uid, tragieally,
aud must abide the cons qu nces. 1 conld
have shak.n him, for reasoning was quite
flung awayon him. Of course, [rrpoated
what I haa said previously about an sver-
dose havimg done him no harm before, but
he only shook lis head sadly. 1 said that
his lehavior now prov:d my contention
that he only belicved in the cio-root be-
cause h» was told that it had wonderful
properuiest  othervise he would have
lamghed nt what his friend had just told
hin. Undoubtedly, . snid, his suffeorings
to-day were purely imaginary. Moat-
zonmery did not have rullicient spirits to
argiae wwith me ,but h> murmured ina die-
awany voice that h» had felt strang: symp-
toms ever gince wo set out from home.
Now, this was ns absurd as anything in
BEuelid, for he had been boasting of tho
wonderinl cure the drug had effecied agni
most of the way. H:» insgisted that he
had n spli{ting headache, and that he waa
very sick. In the end, as his wif+ was now
in & frenzy, I s°nt for a doctor. Tha
doctor came, said “yes* ard “ quite so ™
to himself, and pronowne~d Mongtomery
foverish.  That he was feverish by thig
time, 1 do not question. He had work*d
himself into a fever. Thre was some talk
of putting him to hed in th* hot~l, but
he insistad on going hom~. Though he
did not put it so pluinly, ha gave us to
understand that he wanted to dic in his
own bed.

Never was there & more miserable trio
than we in a railway carringe. We got
n compartment to oursslves, for though
several passergers opened the door to come
in, they shrank back as soon ns thoy saw
Montgomery's ghastly face. He lay in a
corner of the carringe, with his head dong
up in flannel, procured at the hotel. Ho
had the rugs and my great cont over hia
legs, but he ehivered despito them, aad
when he spoke at all, except to say that
he was feeling worse every minute, it was
to talk of men cut off in their prime and
widows left destitute. At Mra. Moatgo-
mery's wish, I telegraphed from a station
at which the train stopped to the family
doctor, asking him to mest us at the
house. He did so; indeed, he was on the
steps to help Montgomery up th-m. Wo
took gn arm of the invalid apicce, and
dragged him into th» library.

It was n fortunate thing that weo went
into the library, for th> first thing Mont-
gomery faw on the table was the half
inth of cio-root which he thought had
killed him. He had forgotten to take it.

In ten minutes he was all right. Just
as wo wer sitting down to supper, we
heard a cat squnalling outside. Montgo-
mery flung a three-pound tin of tho cio-
root at it.—From *“ A Holiday in Bed,” by
J. M: Barrie. . .




A DEADLY DILEMMA.

Wheu Nettn Mayne cawe to think it over
sfterward iu Ler own room by Lerseif, she
coulidu’t iwngine what had made ber silly
envugh to quarrel thut ovening with Ugh-
trew Carnegie. She could only any, in a
veaitent moaod, it was always thu way like
that with lovers, 13ll once they’ve guue-
relled a good round quarzel, and ofter
wards sclemaly kissed and made it all up
sgain, things sever stand oo o veully heow
snd settled bosis Letweon them, It's a
move in ithe gamv. You must thrust in
ticser before you thrust in guarts. The
Romnn playwright spoke the truth, afier
slt. o lovers’ quarrel begiuy o fresh chup-
tee in the listory ol their love-making.

§r wes a summer evening, oalw, and
cleat and balmy, «wd Netta sud Ugntred
hal strolled out together, not without o
suepicion at times of bhand locked in hawt,
on the high chalk dowe that rises steep
behind Holmbury. How ur why they lell
out she handly knew., But they had been
engaged already some months, without o
single disagreomesnt. which of course guve
Netta o natural right to quarrel with
Ughtread by this dime, if ehe thought {n:
amt as they retursed down the huuging
vath through the combe where the will
otchids grow, rlie used that right at last,
~ur of plire undulierated feminme pers
vasity. The ways of women are wou-
dertul; no mere man can fathow them.
Scmething that Ughtred eaid gave hor the
chnpee #o make n half petulant anvwer.
Ughtred wery naturally sdecended himseif
fron, the imputetion of rudeness, and
Niito vetorted. At the end of ten min-
ute the trifle had grown apace into av
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pietty m lovers’ quarel as any lady no-
velist could wish to describe fu tive chap-
tuow. . .

Netta bad burst into perfectiy ortho
Jox tearw, rofuwed to be comforted, in the
moa* approved lashion, declined to acrept
Ughtrod’s escort home, amd bidden fare-
wel’ to him excitedly for aver and ever.

It wae all sbout nothing, to be suve,
amt if two older or wiser heats had only
atusd by maseen, ‘to viow the little com-
aly they 'would sagely bave remarkesn to
oue another, with » shake, that before
twenty-four hours were out the pair
woukl be rushing into one snother’s arms
with mutual apologies and snutual for-
giveness, But Netta Mayue and Uglitred
Carnegie were still at the age shen one
taker love mrivusly—~one dJdoes  before
thirty~and s¢ they turued awass sloug
ditferent paths at the bottom of the
combe. in the firm beliof what love's
vouug dream was shattered., annd  thut
ttencelorth thoy two were uothing more
than the merest ncquaintances to oae
another.

* Good-bye. Mr. Carnegie,”” Nettn lul-
tered out, as in obedience to her wishes,
though much against his own will, tigh-
tred tarued stowly and remorselully down
the footpath to the right, in the direc-
tion: of the railway.

* Good-bys Netta,” Ughtred answered,
hatf choking. Even &t that moment of
narting (for ever—or a day), ho couldn’t
fisd it in Thie heart to eall her *“Miw
Mayne " who had o loug been *' Netta '
to him.

Ho waved his hand and turned along the
foot-path, looking back inany times to see

 NETYA AND UGHTRED HAD STROLLED OUT TOGRTHER.”

$

Neitn otill sitting inconsolabic whetw. ks
Mzl loft her, on the stile that led from the
combe into the Four-acre mendow. Both
pathes to eight and Yeft, led back to Holm-
bury, over the open fiold, Lut they diverged
rapidly, and crossed the railway track by
sepurata gates, sad five hundred yards
fraw each othesr. A turg in the path, at-
which Ughtred tlingered long, bid Netta at
ioat from Qua eight. He paused and bhosi-
tated. It was growing late, though an
hour of summer twilight still rewaived..
He couldn't beur to leave Netta thus a-
lone iy tthe field. She wouldn’t allow’
bim te oo her homeo, to be aure, aud that
being 90, he was too much a gentleman
to force himselt upoa her. But ho was too
much & man, 100, to let her find her way
hacl g0 late entirvely by herwelf. Uaseen.
himeell, he must still watch over her.
Agaivst her will, ho mnav still protect
her. He would go on to the railway, and
there eit by the wide of the line, inder
cover of ‘the hedge, till Netta crossed by
the nther patk. Then ho'd walk quwietly
along the six-foot way to the gate she
had passed through, and follow ber, ua-
veiceived, at @ distanco along tho lane,
till he saw  her back to Holmbury.
Whether ehe wished it ar not he could
aevet leave her.

He looked abuui for a geat. Ous lay
‘most handy By ‘the gide of the line the
Government engineers had been at work
that day, repaiving the telegraph systom.
They had taken dowu ‘half & doxen
mouldering old posts, and set up new ones
an their  place~tail, clean, and shioy.
One of the old vosts still lay at ftult
fength on the ground by the gato, just s
the mern bad left it at the end ol their
¥ay ‘work. At the point where the
Tootpath cat the line, was a level cross-
ing and there Uglitred sat down on the
faller post by the gide, half-concealed
fron view by a tall clump of willow-
herh waiting patiently for Netta’s com-
ing. How he listencd for that light foot.
fall. His heart was full, indeed, of gall
aint ‘bitterness. He loved her so Aaarly.
and shoe had treated him so ill. Whe
would ever have belisved that” Netta, hix
Netts. wonll have thrown him over like
that for vuch & ridicolous trifle? Whe
imleerd 7 and loast of all Netta harsclf,
mitting mlone on the stile with her yprotts
face xgowed deep in her hands, and hor
‘poot ‘hemrt womlering how Ughtred, hor
Ughtred, could so esaily desert her. In
sucl: stragnge ways is the femmine variety
of the human heart covstructed. To be
surc. ghe had of courys diamissed him iu
tht most peremplorv, lashion, Jecloving
with all the vows propriety permits to
the British maiden, that sho needed uo
escort ol any eort home, and that shoe
wauld ten thousand times rather go alone
tban bave him accompany her. But, of
course, also, she didn't mean it. What
womsn does? She counted npon a prompt
and unconditional syrrender. Ughtred
would go to the corner, a8 in duty bound,
and then come batk to her, with profuse
expressions of penitence ‘for the wrong he
had never dene, to make it all np again
in the orthodox fashion. She never in-
tended the real tragedy that was so soon
to follow. 8le was only playiog with her
victim—only %rying, woman-like, her
power over Ughtred.

8o she sat ‘thore still, and cried and
e 2 on, minute after minute, ix an
ecastasy of misery, till the sunset began to
glow doeper red in the western .sky, and
the bell to ving the curfew in Holmbury
Tower. Then it dawned upon.her slowly,
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“Wwith a shock of surprise, that after all
—fucrediblel impossible }—Ughtred had
positively taken her at her word, and
wasn't coming back at all to-night to
ber.

At that, the usual womunly terror seized
upon her soul. Her heart turned faint.
This was too terrible.  Great heavens,
what bad she done? Had she tried Ugh-
tred too far, and had he really gone? Was
he never going to return to her at ali?
Hed he said good-bye in earnest to her
for ever and ever?

Terrified at the thought, and weak with
crying, she rose and straggled down the
narrow fooipath toward the farther cross-
ing. It was getting late now, and Netta
by this time was really frightened. She
wished with all her heart she hadn't sent
away Ugltred—if it were only for th:
tramps: a man is such a comfort. Aud
then there was that dreadful dog at
Miltoa Court to pass. And Ughtred was
gone and all the world was desolate.

Thinking these things in & tunult of
fear to hersell, she staggered along the
path, fecling tired at heart, and positively
N with remors? and terror. The colour
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bad faded gow out of her protty red
choeks. Her eyes were dimd and swollen
with crying. She was almost half glad
Ughtred couldn’t eseo her just then, she
was such a fright with her long spell
of brooding. Even her bright print dres
and her straw hat with the popples in
it, couldn't redeem, she felt sure, her
pallor and her wretchedness. But Ugh-
tred was gone, and the world was a wild-
erness  And he would never cowe back,
and the dog at Milton Court was eo
vicious.

As she walked, or rather gioped her
way (for she couidn’t ace for crying) down
the path by the hedge, at every stop she
grew fainter und fainter. Ughtred was
goue; aund the world was a blank; and
there were tramps and dogs; and it was
getting dark; and she Joved him so much ;
and Mamma would be so angry.

Turping over which thoughts with a
whirling brain, for she was but a girl.
after all, she reached the little swing-
gate that led to the railway, and pushed
it aside with vague numbed bands, and
stood glazing vacantly at the loug curved
tine in fromnt of her.

{

-

‘“ SHE CRIED AND CRIED."

Suddenly, & noisc rosc sharp in the
fjeld behind her. It was only a colt, to be
sire, disturned by her approach, dashing
wildly across his paddock, as is the way
with young horscflesh. But to Netta it
came as an indefinite terror, magailied
ten thousand.fold by her cxcited feolings.
She made o frentied dash for tho other
aide of the railway. What it was she
ié® ot, but it wae, or might be, any-
thing. everything,—mad bdulls, drunken
mén, footpads, vagabonds, murdercrs.

Oh, how could Ughtred cver have taken
her at her word, and lelt ber liko tils,
alone, and in the cvening? It was cruel,
1t was wicked of him; she hated to be
disloyal, and yet she felt in hor heart it
was almost unmanly.

As she rushed along wildly, at the top of
her speed, ber little foot caught on tho
first rail. Before she knew what had hap-
pened, she bad {allen with hor body right
across the line. Faint and terrified al-
ready, with a thousand vague alarms, tho

sudden shock stunned and disabled her.
AMad bull or drunken man, they might do
as they liked now. 8he was bruised and
shaken. 8he had no thought left to rise
or recover herself. Her eyes closed hoavily.
Sho lost consciousuess. Sho had fainted.
She lost consciousness at once. She had
fainted on the lino, with the force of the
xituation.

As for Ughtred, from his scat on the
telegraph post on the side of the line tive
hundred yards further up, he saw her pause
by the gate, then dash across the road,
then stumble and trip, then fall heavily
forward. His heart came up into his
mouth at once at the sight. Oh, thauk
heaven he had waited. Thank heaven he
was near. She had fallen across the line,
and a train might come along before she
could rise up again. She scemod hurt, too.
In & Irenzy of suspense hu darted forward
to save her. .

It took but & sccond for him to realise
that she had fallen, and was seriously bust,
but in ‘the course of that second, even as
he realised it all, another and more press-
ing terror seized him.

Hark ! what was that? Ho listened and

thrilled. Oh no, too terrible. Yes, yes,
it must be—the railway, the railway! Fe
knew it. He felt it. Along the up line,
on which Netta was lying, ho heard be-

—
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€ 1T WAS A TERRIBLE POSITION.”

hind him—oh, uamistskable, unthinkable,
the fierce whirr of the oxpress dashing
madly down upor him. QGreat heavens,
what could he do? The train was coming,
the traia was almost this moment upon
them. Belore he could have time to rosh
wildly forward and smatch Netta from
where she lay, full in its path, a helpless
welght, it would bave swept past him re-
sistlessly, and borne down upon her like
lightning.

The cxpress was coming—to crush Netta
to pleces.

In thess awfal moments men don't
think: they don't reason; they don's
ever, realiso what their action means: they
simply. act, and act instinctively. Ugh-
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tred felt in & s~cond, without oven con-
sciously feeling i., so to speak, that any
attempt to reach Netta now befors that
devouring engine bad burst upon her at
full speed would be absdlutely hopeless.

His one chauce lay in stopping the train
somehow. How, or where,”or with what,
he” cared not. His owa body would do
it if nothing clse came. Only stop it,
stop it. He dide’t think of it at all that
moment 85 & set of carriages containing
& precious freight of human lievse. He
thought of it only as a horrible, cruel,
devouring creature, rushing headway on
at foll speed to Netta's destraction. It
was o senscless wild benst to be combated
at all hnzards. It wasa hideous, ruthless,
velentless thing, to bechecked in its mad
career if no matter what fashion. All he
knew, indeed, was that Netta, his Netta,
lay belpless on the track, a.nd the engine,
like somo madman, pnmng and snorting
with wild glec and savage exnltation, was
bastening forward with lierce strides to
crush and, mangle her.

At aty risk he must stop:it—with any-

thing—anyhow.

Az ho gared around him, horror,atmck
with blank inqguiring stare, and with this
ono fixed idos possessing: his whols soul,
Ughtrids eyo happened to 4all upon the
dismantled telegTaph post, on which but
ond minutv before be bad Béén sitting.

ious chance. He conld lift it on the line.
He could lay it across the rails. He could
turn it round into place. e could upset
the train! He could place it in the way
ol that murderous engine.

No sooner thought than done. With
the wild energy 6f despair, the young man
lifted the small end of the ponderous post
bodily up in his srms, and twisting it on
the big basc as on an carth-fast pivot,
managed, by main force and with o violent
cffort, to lay it at last full in front of the
adyanting locomotive. How he did it he
never rightly knew himself, for the weight
of the great balk was simply cnormous.
But horror and love, and the awinl idea
that Netta’s life wos at stake, scemed to

‘supply him at once with unwonted cnergy.

He lifted it in his arms as he would bave
lifted a child, and straining in every limb
stretched it at last full across both rails,
a Xormxdable obstacle before the appronch-
ing cngine.

Hurrah! hurrah ! he bad succeeded.now.
It would throw the train off the line~—
and Netta would be saved for.him.

To think and do all this undor the spur
of the circumsiances
thing1css than twenty scconds. In a grest
crisis men live rapidly. It was qpick as
tbonght. And at the cnd of it all, he
saw the big log lald right across She line
with infinite satisfaction. Such a splen-

'm sight inwpired him. Ha, Halaglor - dld obstacls thatso-Found and Leavy T

took Ughtred: some--

It must throw the train clean off the
metals! It must produce a Yine first-class
catastropbo.

(To be concluded in our 'r;eit‘,)

“What's all that fuss over there at the
gate 2" asked o résident o1 Hades of,
ons of the attendant imps.

“ The inventat of the fountain pen has
just arrived, aad Satan is giving him
an enthusiastic reception.”

- Hello, McCulley, how did the doc-
tor succeed in breaking up your fever ?*’

AMcCulley—0Oh, easy enough, he pre-
sented his bill, and I had a chill in fif-
tcer minutes.

As William bent over her fair facs he
whispered: * Darling, it I should ask
you in French if I might kiss you, what
would.yon answer 7 She;summoning
up her stanty k’how!edgq ‘0l Frendh, e
plieﬂj "Bx\lbﬁ aonxi o

Vet

'l‘ritfes often” over,vhelm grer.tnen.
afmp. DeStacl’s greatest griet, and one.
which Time falled to curg, wWas l;,ex;:n.m
wrinke.” ~
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