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NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR.

RETURN to an Address of The Honourable House of Commons,
dated 6 June 1828; --for

A RETURN

Of the Number of CIVIL ACTIONS, and of CRIMINAL INFORMATIONS or

PRosEcUTIoNs, tried in the Supreme Central Court of Newfoundland, and

in the Circuit Courts of that Island, and in the Labrador Court, since the

passing of the Act of 5 Geo. IV. c. 6-; distinguishing the Nu'mber of Trials

in each Coùrt in every Year, the Number of Appeals, the-Places where such

Sittings were held, and the Number of Days occupied by each Court in such

Judicial Proceedings every Year.

Colonial Department, Downing-street,}
21 May 1829.

HORACE TWISS.

Ordered, by The House of Commons, tu be Printed,

i June 1829.

j;;',:; *~
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2 NUMBER-OF CIVIL ACTIONS AND CRIMINAL Pit<SECUTIONS

RETURN of the

DURATION OF THE TERM.

Year 1826:

2 January - - -

From 2 April until 2 May

- 12 July - 22 Aug.

- 15 May until 23June

- 27 Oct. - 19 Dec.

- 15 May until 8 July

- 6 Sept. - 21 Oct.

- 29 Nov. - 23 Dec.

- 15 May until 3 June

- 15 Sept. - ii Nov.

Year 1827:
- 10 Jan. until 27 Jan.

28July - - - -

From 6 Dec. until 22 Dec.

- 18May until so June

- 29 Oct. - 22 Nov.

Number of CiviL ACTioNs and CRIMINAL INFORMATIONS

I - 1

Saint Johns

Saint John's -

Harbor Grace -

Twillingate -
Bonavesta - -
Trinity - -
Harbor Grace -

Ferryland - -
Harbor Britain -
Bureu - -

Oderin -
Placentia - -

Trepassey - -
Ferryland - -

Saint John's -

froin the ist day of January 1826

PRESIDING JUDGE.

Suprerne Court:
.The Hon. Rlichîd Alexr Tuckcr, esq. C. J.

The flon.Aug' Wallett des Barres, esq.and none
The Hon. Jn° Wm MoIloy, esq. assi JudgJes

- - ditto - - - - ditto - - 37
- ditto - - - - ditto 23

Go

Central Circuit Court:

The Hon. Richd Aler Tueker, esq. C. J. l19
- - ditto - - - - ditto - - 304

423

Northern Circuit Court:
The Hon. Jno Wm Molloy, esq. asst Judge 166
The Hon. Richd Alexr Tucker, esq. C. J. 2

- - ditto - - - - ditto - - i9
- - ditto - - - - ditto - - 5- . ditto - - - - ditto - - 6o

The Hon. Aug' Wallett des Barres, ass J. 107

359

Southern Circuit Court:

The Hon. Aug' Wallett des Barres, A. J. 3
- - ditto - - - - ditto - 4

ditto - - - - ditto - - 27

- - ditto - - - ditto - - -
- ditto - - - - ditto - - 29

- ditto - - - - ditto - - -
- - ditto - - - - ditto - - 71

134

Suprene Court:
The Hon. Richd Alex' Tucker, esq. C. J.
The Hon. Aug'Wallett desBarres, esq.and 68
The Hon. W- Patterson, assistant Judges

The Hon. E. Babazon Brenton, acts C. J.
The lion. Aug' Wallett des Barres, asst J. 86
The Hon.James Cochrane, esq. actsasst J.

154

Central Circuit Court:

The Hon. Aug' WallettdesBarres,esq.A.J. 107
The Hon. Edwd B. Brenton, esq. actt C. J. 151

aId uitOSECUTIONS, in the Supreme and Circuit Courts of Neufou7dland,

to the 7th day of Decernber 1828.

AiIOUNT

sM or',

£. s. d.

5512 Io½

6,ý20'- 14 4 i
6~2o2 14 4~ ~39 5,739 4. 1~ î71
- -

r --

NU MBER
of

Actions Tried.

23

16

.39

AMOUNT

of

Actions Tried.

5,360 I 3

379 2 10:ZL

5,739 4 1 ½IL

NUMBER

of

Criminal Trials.

9

3

112

NUMBER NUMBER
of . of

Persons Tried. APPEALS.

13 -

3

16 - -

2,327 16 I

6,303 - 7

8,630 16 8

2,770-8 129 2,000 - 5 19 29

500 -2 15 3567 - -

54 o7 8 49 28
1,244 8 1 54 735 4 2 7 7 -
1,6(6 2 7 1o 1,289 6 8 12 12 1

2 1 307 4,430 -il 38 38 2  {

22 19 - 3 22 15 10 2 -

31 109 3 31 10 9 - -
421 4 6 21 260 3 6 5 5

627 to 19 370 10 9 2 4

9843- 51 829 15 4 4 4

2,087 7 97 1,514 16 2 12 15 - -

3,050 19 4¾ 34 2,356 15 3 6 7

- - - - - - - -- --- - ----- - - -H

4,515 l 3 55 2,689.18. 2 2 3

-ý66 o81 T
89 5,046 13 5 8 10 - -

r

84

232

1,528 1 1 1 ½ 7

3,682 il il 2

5,21i 3 - ¾ 9

12

14

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

- - Held for the spcial pur-
pose of reading His Majes-
ty's charter, and opening the
Supreme Court.18

38

37 T

15

24

39

36

4
r 3

13

22

79

13
4
9

Il

'2

15

55

14

1

14

2[)

23

13

36

-1

97

174
174 3,784 il 5

1,749 8 4

2,035 3 1

3,784 11 5

14
4.

i8

fT

Number of

Days in whîici

the Court sat.

PLACE

wherc the Court

was holden.

oTAL Supreme Court

OTAL Spre Corut

1826.

ourt Ctral Circuit

OTAL - Northern Circuit

oTAL - Southern Circuit
Court, 1826.

eld for a special purpose.

oaL - Supreme Court,
1827.

oTA, - Central Circuit
Court, 1827.

2,272 13 1

2,886 14 loi

5,159 7 1i11

IN THE COURTS OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR.

£. -Y. d.



NU.MBER OF CIVIL ACTIONS AND -CIt(IIINAL PRiOSECIUTIfONS

Return of the Nuiber of Civil Actions, &c. - . -

DURATION OF TIIE TEP.M.

Year 1827--continued.
From 1o May until 6 June

- 18 Sept. - 22 Nov.

- il Sept. until 4 Oct.

Year 1828

From 2 July until 19 July

- i Dec. - 6 Dec.

- 7 May until 20 June

- 14 Oct. - 27 Nov.

- 3 Jan. until 26 Jan.

- 7 May - 7 June

- 9 Sept. - 25 Nov.

- 15 Sept. until 14 Nov.

PLACE

whcre the Court
was% holdel.

Harbor Grace
Fogo - - -

'l iingate -
Greenspond

Bonavista -
Harbor Grace

Noniber of

Days in which

the Court sat.

17

6
5

17

51

3
2

3

s

Harbor Grace

Twillingate -

Fogo - -

Greenspond
Bonavista -
Catalina - -

Trinity - -

Harbor Grace

Harbor Britain
Burin - -

Oderin - -

Placentia -
St. Mary's 
Trepassey -
Ferryland -

PRESIDING JUDGE.

Northern Circuit Court:
- The Hon. Ricid Alex' Tucker, esq. C. J.
- The Hon. Aug'Wnllet desBarres,esq. A.J.

Southern Circuit Court:
- Hon. Richd Alexr Tucker, esq. C. J. -

Suprene Court:
- The Hon. Edwd B. Brenton, esq. acts C. J.

The Hon. Aug'Wallett deslBarres, esq. A. J
The Hon. James Cochrane, esq. A. A. J.
The Hon. Rich Alex' Tucker, esq. C. J.
The Hon. Aug• Wallet des Barres, esq. and
The Hon. EdWd B. Brenton, esq. A. J. -

Central Circuit Court:
The Hon. Edwd B. Brenton, esq. actî C. J.
The Hon. Richd A. Tucker, esq. C. J. .

Northern Circuit Court:
- The Hon. Ja' Cochrane, esq. actg A. J.

- The Hon. Aug'Wallettdes Barres, esq. A.J.

Southern Circuit Court:
- The Ho. Edw B. Brnton, esq. AM'. J.

-- - - . - . .

- - - - - .. . .. .

7

6

13

18

22

40

18

7
6
6
5
2

4
12

69

2
6
2
2

3
1
6

*2

Numbkrof

Writs sueou

48
2

î6

14
84

176
20

6o

23

113

226

339

7+.

49
16

:8

8

8

32

4

13

g9

IN TIUE COURTS OF NEWFOUNDLAND A141 LABRA1OW.

- - - in the Supreme and Circuit Courts of Newfoundland-continued.

A10UNT

,ued for.

s. d.

835 5 5
209 7 1
907 -

474 8 4

508 9 7
3,046 17 2

5,981 8 11
14-

735 16 2

NUMBER
of

Acions Tried.

46
1

14
11

13
69

AMOUNT
of

Actions Tried.

s. d.

508 1 2¾
190 7 11
761 18 -
347 12 8

488 4 3
1,696 14 4

3,992 18 4¾

NUMBER

of

Crininal Trials.

9

1

ý-!

663 2 5

NUMBER
of

Persons Tried.

619 19 - 7 219 18 3 1 3-

460 6 6 2 25 - 10 9 10

908 5 6 244 19 1 10 13 - -

1,968 9 il 74 1,205 9 11 10 10

4,274 17 2 161 3,921 6 1 14 12 - - -

6443 7 1 235 5,126 16 - 24 22 - -

n- -

NUMBER
of

Appeals.

1,525 3

1,097 19

251 8
491 -
156 12
131 15
149 12
156 6
916 19

4,876 18 41

1,295

686

123
401

57
15
6o
86

735
1 -- lI

29 3 3 -

1 2 33 -

16 9
î8 3j¾L
76- 2 -

18 3 1 1 -

146 - --

18 9
- 9 I 1

~L

3,402 18 814

Burin - -

Placentia
Ferryland -

Saint Joln's

I.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

TOTAL - Northern Circuit
Court, 1827.

ToTAL - Southern Circuit
Court, 1827.

{ToTAL - Supreme Court,
1828.

- - Fourteen were actually the num-
ber of indictnentb,ofwhich twowCre
prosecuted by theAturneyGenieral.

TOTAL - Central Circuit
Court, 1828.

f

1919 ~ 1 19 -

479 9 10 17 3056 - -

341 10 7 10 230 19- 8 - -
235 8 - 6 119, 7 -

206 6 1 15 161 o 6 1 1

1,282 14 3 49 837 3 - 1 1 - -

TOTAL - Nortlhern Circuit
Court, 1828.

ToTAL - Southern Circuit
Court, 1828.

14

1 - -



NUMBER OF CIVIL ACTIONS AND CRIMINAL PiWSECUTIONS

Return of the 'Number of Civil Actions, &c.

A B ST R A C T:

ToTA L Of the

Supreine and Circuit Courts,

for the Year 1826.

Numîber of

Days in which

the Court sat.

37

39

79

55

s210

NUMIBER
of

Writs sucd out.

60

423

359

134

976
r n

( 29

-36
TOTAL of the

Supreme and Circuit Courts, 5
for the Year 1827. 8

1 24

154 7,566 10 8½

258 5,159 7 11

176 5,981 8 11*¾

48 735 16 2

636 19,443 3 9211

13 23 1,080 5

40 339 6,243 7 1

TOTAL of the

Supreme and Circuit Courts,

for the Year 1828. 221

144 722 13,483 5 2¾

GRAND TOTAL 79

of the Number oF CIVIL Ac- 115
TIONS and CnIMINAL INFoR-
MATIONs and PROsEcuTroNS 199in the Supremre and Circuit
Courts of Newfoundland, froin 85
the 1st day of January 1826
to the 711 day of December - -
1828. 478

T NUMBER 1 AMOUNT

0 f
Actions Tried.

39

316

307

97

759

89

174

154

32

449

9

235

210

49

503

of

Actions Tded.

£· s. d.

5,739 4 1O

5,211 3 -

4,430 - 11

1,514 16 2

16,896 5 1

5,046 13 5

3,784 Il 5

3,992 18 4

C63 2 5

13,4875 7

944 19 1

5, 126 16

3,482 18

837 3

9,691 16

sued for.

£. . d.

6,2o- 14 4 ½

8,630 16 8

6,285 -2 1

2,087 7 8

23,206 - 9-11

237 14,849 10 6¾ 137

1,018 20,033 8 725

614 13,549 5 34 510

261 4,105 18 1 178

-,5

52,538 5 8

11,030 16

14 10

9,260 2

3,015

38,2 10

j

AMOlUiN

-

30 39 . -

47 54 -

49 53 2

14 17- --

140 163 2

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS.

~car îS:G This llcturn exlibits, wc believe, a

very correct statcment oU the Business

-ar

-do

-dl,

-(I°

( UM t NUMER

of

CrnaTrI~ on's Tried. APPEALS.

126 - - Total Supreme Court, for the

9 .. - .. I - Central Circuit Court ·

382 - Northern Circuit Court

12 15 . . - Southern Circuit Court -

71 83 2 - Ail the Four Courts -

8 10 - - Total Suprenc Court, for the

14 18 - - - Central Circuit Court

10 14 . - - Northern Circuit Court

1 - - - Southern Circuit Court

33 43 - - - All the Four Courts

10 1o - - Total Supreme Court, for th

24 22 - . - Central Circuit Court

12 - - Nortiern Circuit Court

1 - - Southern Circuit Court

- (

-do

year 1828

- - d°

.. All the Four Courts ---

- SUPREME COURT.

- - CENTRAL CIRCUIT COURT.

- - NoRTHERN CIRCUIT COURT.

-- SoUTHERN.rCIRCUIT COURT.

- - GRAND TOTAL.

year 1827

- - d°

2,130

IN THIE CORllTS OF NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOII.

- in the Suprene and Circuit Courts of Newfoundan-contliel.

A B S T R A C T:

This Reýturn exhlibits, we believe, a
very correct statlement of the Business
donc by these courts, considered merely
as co.urts of law; but in virtue of the
jurisdiction which they possess as
courts of equi 11 , a great number of -
cases also corne before them, whichî are
not included in. this return, and which
it would be scaredy practicable to give
an account of. In addition to this, the
whole business of the Probate Court is
conducted under the immediate super-
intendence and direction of the Judges
of the Supreme Court. But the mnost
diflicult and irksone part of their whole
duty is in hearing a long string of cases,
principally between indigent parties,
which are brought under their considera.
tion by petition, setting forth some
grievance, and a ride of court calling
on the party against wiom the conplaint
is preferred, to appear il court to answer

tIe saime. Wien both parties are thus

brought before the court, the Judges
examline the nature of the case, and if
the facts bc admîitted on both sides,
inake such a decree thlereon as they
deem to be proper ; but, if the flicts be
disputed, they either direct un action to
be brought in order to have thein ascer-
tained by a jury, or they point out to
the suitors their respective legal rights
aud liabilities under each statement of
facts, and reconmend theni to refer the
matters in controversy between them to
arbitration. It is almost impossible for
a person unacquainted with the circum-
stances of this country, and the condi-
tion of its population, to forn an idea of
the vast number of cases which are in
this manner brnught under the view of
the Judges; and it is perhaps still more
impossible for a stranger to the mode of
transacting business in this Island, to

conceive the difficulties which frequently
arise in sttling them. This, it should

also be observed, is frequently donc in
chambers by the Judges, who are in
consequence conpelled to give nearly a
daily attendance there, even at those
periods when there is no court actually
sitting.

47 48

-

-

-

-

1,P550

(72



S 'NUMBER OF CIVIL ACTIONS IN THE LABRADOR COURT.

RETURN of the Number of CIVIL ACTIONS tried in the Court of Civil Jurisdiction established for the

Labrador District, vithin the Governnent of .Nentfoundland.

Duratio Nuumber of

of the Daqs

Termi. which the

Court sat.

1826:

53 days 4

2

4

6

6

22

1827:

62 days 3

3

3

1

3

6

19

1828:

74days 6

4

4

1

2 1

6

4

27

Place
where the Court

was hulden.

Ragolitt -

Mullin's Cove

Tub Harbour

Duimplen Island

Cape Charles

Grady Harbour

Dumplen Island

T ub Harbour

Indian Island

Indian Tickle

Cape Charles

Tub Ilarbour

Dumplen Island

Grndy Harbour

Seal Islands -

Francis Harbour

Cape Charles

Henley Harbour

PRESIDING

JUDGE.

Hon.
Wm Paterson

I- on.
Nm P>aterson

Hon.
Wm Paterson

N° of

Writs

sued out.

AMOUNT

sued for.

£ . d.

Soo - -

NO of

Actiorns

tried.

AMOUNT
of

Action, tried.

s. d.

13 88 4 - 13 381 4 -

S1

*3

1

18

20 1 10

200 - -

151 11 -

8 - -

20 - -

338 12 2

738 5 -

811 12 6

17 -

1,885 5 3

7

13

20 1 10

20 - -

338 12 2

378 14 -

567 2 -

2 9

- 6

I* -

1,181 12 3

(signed) lf'illiam Paterson,
Judge of the Labrador

GENERAL

OBSERVAýTIONS.

This% writ made retumuabk
l1827.

The Court left St. Joýg
on the 14th August, and r.
turned on the 6th ufOctober.

le Court left St.Jobos,
on the 31istJulyand retuned
on the 30th of September.

The Court visited ie fol.
lowing places, where there
wad nu business for ils coui.
derationi; viz. Francislia-
bour, Indian Ibland, Point
North, Mulins Coe, Riglt
und Cuif llarbour.

The writs marleid with a
nstcrisk, arc made returabe
in 1828.

The Court left St. Jeown
on the 4 th Ji"ly, id retumed
the 15th September.

This writ made returnble
August 1829.

Three writs, amountiug to
£. 2 s. Gd. returmbe in
1829.

The Court visited the fol.
lowing places, wlhcre there
was ao business for its c0n-
deratiün ; viz. L'Ana a1u,
Forteau, Indian Tickle, South
Ea'st Cove, Long bland,
Indian Iland, PointiNortb,
Rigolitr, Wewnamisb, co
H arbour,Indian Harbourilld
Mullin's Cove.

Istrict Court.




