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BILL.

An Act to facilitate the admission in evidence of Foreign
Judgments, aud certain affidavits and other docu-
ments, and otheiwise to improve the Law of evidence
in Lower Carada. .

WHEREAS it would greatly diminish the expense of legal Preamabie.
¥ proceedings and prove highly beneficial to the advancement
of instice, in Lower Canada, if certain Foreign Judgments, offi-
cial and public documents were admitted in evidence without fur-
5 ther proof thereof as now required by law; Be it therefore
enacted &c.,

That from and after the passing of this Act, any Judgments, Judgement
decree, or other judicial proceeding, recovered, made, or taken in SViaud io
any cf the: Superior Courts of law, equity or bankruptcy in Eng- courts out of
10 land, Ireland or Scotland, or in ary of the colonies or possessions ;brzvfd"’{'y”‘jfn
belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain excuplifati
and Ireland, or in any Court of Record -oi the United States, or toorthe
of any State of the United States.oi’ America, shall and may be seal of the
proved in any suit, action or proceeding in any court in Lower “*"**
15 Canada, in which proof of any such judgment, decree or judical
proceeding shall be necessary or required, by au exemplification
of the same under the seal of the said Courts respectively, without

any. proof of the authenticity of such seal, or other proof whatever.

II. And be it enacted, That the exemplification of 2 will and Exemplificati.
20 the prohate. thereof in the. Prerogative Colurt of the Archbishop of 22 0" =
Caaterbury, or in any other court of competent jurisdiction in suffcient
.England, Ireland or Scotland, or_in .any of ihe colonies or pos- Pryfofens
sessions belonging to the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, under the seal of the said Courts respectively,
o5 without any proof of the authenticity of such seal or other proof
_whatever, shall be. suflicient ir any  suit,. actipn or proceeding in
any court in: Lower Canada, in which proof of any such will and
probate thereof shall.be pecessary or required, and shail also be
. prima facie evidence of the death of the teatator. L

50 L Provided always, and be it further enacted, That it shall Proviso,

be. competent to any party .intercsted in_such will, whereof pro- Any party in-
. . anl H tere )

bate may. have been so.granted afxsgafore;qld, .upon the production freed wsy
A

~
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;mé;j& of an exemplification of the same, to the Superior Court for Lower

office. Canada, or any of the Judges thereof, to require and have the-
same recorded in the office of the Pyothonotary of the said Court
inany one of the Districts of Lower Canada ; and when so re-
corded, a copy thereof certified by the Prothonotary under the 5
seal of the said Court, shall have the same force and effect, and
to the same extent as such exemplification in all or any of the
cases in the preceding Section of this Act mentioned and referred
to. :

LoviBsity IV. Provided always, That nothing herein contained shall pre- 19
wbied  vent any party in any such suit, action or proceeding from estab-
lishing, by proper means of evidence, the invalidity of such will
or of the probate thereof. : '

Penalty of V. And be it enacted, That if any person shall forge the seal
orfng CyLas . . 3 . .
turss, 42, OT signature to any such exemplification or certified copy as is 15
hereinbefore mentioned, or shall tender in evidence any such ex-
emplification or certified copy, with false or counterfeit seal or
signature thereto, knowing the same to be false or counterfeit; or
if any person shall forge the signature of any Judge as aforesaid,
to any decree, order, certificate, affidavit or other judicial or offi- 29
cial document, or shall tender in evidence any order, decree,
certificate, affidavit or other judicial or official document, with a
false or counterfeit signature of any such Judge as aforesaid thereto
knowing the same to be false or counterfeit, every such person
shall be guilty of felony, and shall, upon conviction be liable to 25
imprisonment in the Provincial Penitentiary for any term not less
than two nor more than five years: in the discretion of the Court .
before whom the conviction shall be had. :
‘;‘;’E""f’ie: VI. And be it enacted, That any certificate of a marriage of
duly sged to persons married without the limits of Lower Canada, any certifi- 8o
be satbectic: vate of a baptism of a person baptized without the same limits, and
any certificate of a person having been buried without such limits
under the hand of the Clergyman or Minister who may have offi-
ciated at such marriage, baptism or burial, shall, in all Courts of
Justice in Lower Canada, be held to be authentic, and no other 85
evidence shall be required of the truth thereof.
Extast foms VII And be it further enacted, That an extract from a register
%&, of marriage, births and burials, kept without the limits of this Pro-
daly o5 yince shall, if certified by the Clergyman or Minister, or public
thertie.  officer, having the legal custody thereof, be, in like manner, held 40
to be authentic,and no further proof of the contents thereof required.

Proviv, VIIL Provided always, That it shall be competent to any party
Patisszay 1o asuit to deny the truth of any of the said certificates or extracts,
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by doing so in writing before the close of the Enquéte of the party dey the
. - . - . ruth of certi-
who may 1?rcodtm,e the same, in which case it ‘shall be incumbent feates or cx
upon such party to prove the contents of such certificate or ex- tacts.
tracts in the manner now required by law, but in the event of
5 such certificate or extract being duly proved by a commission or
otherwise to be correct and true, then and in that case, the costs
of proving such certificate or extract to be taxed by the Judge, shall
be paid by the party who may have objected to the truth thereof

as aforesaid, whatever may be the final judgment in the cause.

10 1X. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall forge Penalty for
any signature to any such certificate or extract, or shall tender in &%
evidence any such certificate or extract knowing the signature
thereto to be false and counterfeit, every such person shall be
guilty of felony, and shall, upon conviction be punishable as in

15 the cases hereinbefore stated.



