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INSTRUCTIONS
or

HIS GRACE THE ARCHBISHOP OF MONTREAL
TO BIS OLBROY

usARDme

MIXED RJARItlJ^^Mi^

Dew Co-Workers.

It 18 with great sorrow that we witness among the Catho.
lies of oor diocese an ever-increasing tendency to mixed
marriagea In the past few years, we have sometimes deemed
It oar doty to yield to the solicitations made, and to grant,
though relactanUy. the required dispensationa But those
requests are daily becoming more numerous and the time has
now oome for energetic reactionery measures ; the evU must be
removed at all costs before it is too late. This is a question,
which eminently concerns the faith of our flock, and for this
WMon. I now appeal to all the earnestness of your apostolic

In this, it is not by any means our intention to hurt the
feelings of those who do not share our belief. But their reU-
gious principles, as they well know, are essentially opposed to
ours

;
therefore they must not wonder if our legislation, our

direction and our way of acting differ from theirs. When we
preach tolerance, nay kindness and charity towards aU our
brethren, to whateVer sect they may belong, we remain and
must remain intransigent, when there is qu^tion of
doctrine. For truth « one. it does not suffer any compromise
with error. The good faith of others deserves our respect, but
It cannot however change that which God has established
There is but one Church

; our duty is to observe its laws and
to have them observed. We do not impose our dogmas upon
others, and no one can reproach us for being inconsistent •

L
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when we en^ role, dertined to prevent the w-kwdng .nd
Ij-^of ih.t fW»h which d^ bede«erton.r!S

.rJll^'*
'"""

^ "''•"^^ ''^ '^W «^«-« *»««• who
•re eljr^y „„ited by the bond, of . »««, „^,^,^who. not «t»fied with the fulfllnient of their rtrictTblig..
tion. o Catholic devotedly ex«ti« i„ their homethednuL
of • true .po.toJ.te. Union. «,ch m we now denonnoe, n.yh.ve «,aet.me. p,x«u,ed God', glory .nd the conqneet of .few «>ul.; bnt the«, ^ very rare exceptiona Unh.ppy
r^nlt. «• by f« more f„qnent. «d therefore, we «• ^.
fldent of protwrting the de«ert interert. of .11 tho.e whom
the Urd h» intmrted to our c«e. when we di«a.de them

Yon will help u.. dew Co-Worker., in thi. very impoH«t
work, by yonr prtnOdng, your «ivice. yonr wi» direction to
toe ftunJie. wd yonng people confided to yonr pMtor.1 ewe.We wonld repe.t to yon with St P.ul the Apeetle :

•• Pw^h
the word

: be inrtwt in «««,„. ont of ««on : repn,ve.
entreftt. rebuke in idl p.tience ud doctrine "

(1>

Ponll"*^^ *° '^'''^ '^' ^~^^*- of the Sovereign
Pont,ffiiontiu.momenton..nbject?

Benedict XIV bew.U.

^ot t kT
*"°^"^ '^*'°"" "^'^ '^ -' •»»»'- «»<-nmon. which h.ve. .t .U time., been condemned, whilet hepm«. the putor. who m.ke it their duty to re«.t them by

every meui. in their power (2>
Rn. IX. in . fwnou. in.tmction. .peric. with no lew enenry

-jamrt «,ch mwriiige. which «, mnch endwger the f.ith ot^^^^Pjrty .nd .till more the «,igion. ednction of

(1) n Ti«., oh. IV, T. 8.

W Inrtruetion for Hollttd, Nov. 4th, 1741.
(8) iMtautloBoiNov. 16th 18ff8.

I KSi^ 2«ar"—

•
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^^*'^ Congr«gatlon of th. P«)p.gwKU. oar dinet
interpreter of th. wiehe. of th. Holy 8^, hm writtm nuwiy
«»•. to th. Bidiop. of thi. ooantry to o,^ th«» to rtop th.
•rnAtunuing phgat of mixed inarri.g«i.

So did th. ar.t Coundl of Montw.1 Uy .p.cid .tre« npooth«. twehingB. OMtioning th. faithful .g«o.t .ooh anion. (4).Wh« for vwy .erioa. r««on.. th. Chareh tolerates meh a
»«rrwge. A. do« «, with th. deepeet regret. If celebration
«»nnot take place within the church. aU ble«iugB. act. of
worehip or religious oer«moni.. are banished from it It is
educed to a cold fonnuk - the .trict es^mtial. - by which
the partie. expr« mutual conwii The Church wishe. to
participate in thi. ceremony in the leart po«ible degree, wid
the pnert assist, only a. a wd and ailent wituMa
But why th.n doe. the Church display such severity ? It ish^UBe she fully understands the deplorable coneequence. of

mixed mariagea
; it is b«»u« she regards them a. detrimen-

Ul to the domestic happine,. and to the eternal salvation of
both parent, and children.

For marriage by its very nature ertabliahe. between hus-
b«»d and wife the most intimate relationa According to the
word, of Holy Writ, it unit., th.m in wch a way that they
are but one ". Now what intimacy can there exist between

two bemgs who have neither the same idea, nor the same
feelings on the fundamental quertions of religion-who never
pray together, who go to different churches, who have contra-
dictory practices even in sickness and in death ? In «ich a
household, by common agreement, absolute silence is kept on
everything which i, connected with the teachings or disci-
pline of the Church

; and then reHgious indifference, with ite
permdous inBuence. will soon pervade the home, orthere will

(4) Tit VI, Dmi^ XVII.
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•list tadUM dJteoiiiao., Md tnmblaiom. aoiitiOTtniM out off
which ethoUc f.ith wiU not alw.y. i»a« viotoriowL IW|
Wth, at first. 10 rtrong aod flm. wiU mo gr^k ri.k.of
beoooing gi»du.Uy metkw, Md pwhaps wiU end In • oo..pUU wi^k. SUtirtie. g.themi on thi. .abj.rt. b oih.r ooun-
triM nther thttn in our own. nt**! to u« the mort pairfnl
d«f«etion* Nay. do we not .ae in onr midH • ^petition of
what ha. happened el«,whew ? Be«. Je«, on. miut not fo»et
that nized anions bring about eooial iotenwune and give
nee. on n,«iy oocarion.. to extremely delicaU dtuatlooe. in
which catholic convictions are mocb exposed to vary. Thus,m many cases, will not the caihoUc wife, throogh haman res-
pect or a desire to plea*,, weakly sacrifice the prindples and
practices of her religion 7

Bat this is not all
: there are the children, and it is for the

children above all that the Charch is particularly .nxioos. it
is concerning them that her motherly solicitude is justly
aUrmed.

.
'

Undoubtedly she Uys down as an essential condition of the
dispensations she grwits. that all the children born of a mixed
marriage must be baptised and educated in the catholic reli-
gion. The non.catholic party solemnly makes the required
promise

;
but is this promise always kept f Alas I numerous

facts oblige us to answer in the negative
; and it is not necec

»ry to «M,k very far for them, we have but to cast our eyes
•round us

:
if is a misfortune we cannot too loudly deplore.

Have we now often heard the expression of this idea or the
proposal of this strange compromise : that the daughters will
practice their mother's religion, but the sons must adhere to
their father's belief ? What an inconceivable error !

'As if
there were two Gospels, two Creeds, two Churches. «5cordin«r
to the sex of the children ? Let us bear iu mind the*
thu. Idea 18 inherent among many nouHsatholics. and no matter
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»W.- mod, «po..d. For th. .u^ „ thu work. «, diffl.

tl^ «> d.H«l.. »h. united .ttorU of the father «d»o*h«. «• ..omil, n.«led Now. in .mixed n..rrli«e the«U»ohc party -the mother generally -f„ troTlt
i^ded «.d .eoonded by her hu-Und. will have againet hefin moet ce. to .ay the leat. hi. p^si.e influenT In f^I'

.irKt*/'*
'^ "" ' """fi^"" ''*•**'» •»« «»^«'- or at leastwhieh he doe. not accept

will become of theee poor little one. 7 Do we verilv
believe that the father will take everv «.«.«.

^

k.« them broagW ,p fa «„ w.^ of th.,, UpU«r7s«i

tt.f^ „J U,.^, ^ ^. ,.,.^ Witt ™. .nd J2X•«8~«.,.pu,.d« their«« Wl,en*«. .M,ar.„ tf,.

«d J.dg. Tl.y wiii U», ,„rck,y .Ota «„ «„,«Jir»

m<*h„. Th.y lo„ boft «,o^f. b., .hi.k „, «,. j„ „*°^

P«««. .*.th,to.ll„ Wh<™ „.rtft.y followed i^itou

,

Whrt fteir moftT propo«. to ftem u . holy obligati™. „,

«d d«,p,»d by ft. hfter. On. „|igi.. ...„. t^^,
«"> .-..r ft.n ft. <«,„ ;it a..^, ..ift„^

""A-on.rt*« not H«k of «»i„i«. «.p.i^ .„oth«d
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;
and Mftrlhel«M, It pmwtiM OM ft«M M^

good, booMt and gmerotu — wbj do* embnm it f In the
•oom of tioM, what most not ba the elbotol theaartflaotioaa

onthamindaDdthahaartofayoaimgiri. of a yoaag naa
mptdaUyl He wiU end by adopting tbe raUgion of Ua
father— an apoataiy whieh tbe world will try toJoatifV by
invokbg liberty of eooadenoe.

Theee are not. aryoo know, dear Oo-Worker^ imaginHy
rappodtiona. bat rather tad reaUUea. Can we. in preaenee of
•a«h a epeetaele. remain indifliirent, — we who have ehavga
of aools, — we who have received the miirion to ttech and
uphold the troth 1

But it ii not saflkdent for na to show the' many drawbaeka
of mixed marriagee : we moat foreatall them in their canaea,
•nd for tbia reaaon it ia neeeawry to warn parenta of the
duty which reats upon them and to urge them to wateh over
the aoeial relationa of their ebildren.

We are aware that our preaent eodal eonditiona bring ua
neceeearily into oontaet with peraona ignorant of our faith.
But ia not tbia contact in eertoin drolea too frequent and too
intimate f Are there not many who aeem to aeek it without
thinking of the conaequencea it may have upon the young t

Are not the admonitiona given by our regretted predeceaMr,
Arehbiahop Fabre. a few yeara ago. more opportune than'
ever ? " If the Catholica. he aaid. are not careful in the inter,
courae which the uae of a common language may aometinup
introduce, it will be impoaaible to prevent frequent viaita %4
end in projecta of marriage. Catholica who underatand ^duty and their reaponaibUity towarda their children, muat
therefore be vigilant and cut the evil in ita root by never
favoring theae too inUmate relaUooa with Proteataq^ If they
do not prevent thia in the beginning, they wUl have to repent
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l^on «d wUl •.r.y Wor, Ood Ih. bart.0 ol U..ir n^.

Yj^ d.MCo.Work«.iBd.tpi^ol.riy on ibi. cplui

iwW th.ir yooag dwghUr. to eofr Into thm rdnilon. olwhidi wf bnir. jMi ,pok«. nnd let then, oppo.. nil .qch nl
ttjMTwyUglnnlng. AtUr tr^n.ni vi.lt.. oon.p«,y.k..ptog.Wjr^ formonth. nnd yn». of wh.t.v.11 wSltLrJui
i •rgnmont onn elmng* tho dwlalon Ukra.

Ife th. .xhorUUon. deliT,r«I fn,n, th. pnlplt. you wlU^toc giv«i In th. holy Triba«.I of P.nnl m« Z
«»«jt My one who i. te»pt.d to eontr«,t • mi,«l nmrrlLe
-.k.W»and«t.ndhl..rror«Kith.

d«Hr.« h.r3'
«S \1!

"^ "' "" "••"-«-*^T P-r-n-lonTd
»ildn.^th.n.T«.d.f.r.b.olntion.rtoaldyou d..« it «,
•lll«.nt wny of ovwooming hi. ob.tlnacy.
Art in th. «in,. »Mn«. with pnrenU who do not wi^tch .

«.ffla«,tly o..r th.lr d.«ght.r..«d who Ulow them to -.o-
ei«t6 too fmly with non-ontholic yonng mea
TM your parukion^, in our name, that we wiU no

don. u^ tt.^ Th.y c«.not In fnture expert to obt«n

.j« thongh they thmtw, to ...k the .ervlcc of . n«ni.ter
of another religion.

-Mwier

We woold djo remind yon thnt there i. exeommanication
Vin-t ev.^ Catholic who attempt, to be married by a p

"

«ch^rf^i. ««,^^ t^ Onr.elv..andtoonr Vicar-Oenend.

(S) Obmlw Ko. 88.



In order *o attite <»«, ^wly oBnOm m Ihig matter w.
*

de«r. thi. letter toHmd in emy diudi and jmWioobipd ?,

^oardko-.. Y«».r,.» liberty to akpfab it «« ftdiy.
Yoo will aleo be proMptod by it. eoatonti to r««und yt«r
flock, at kaet t«iee a year, of their dtitiee on this imporiant
wibject The Beverend Chaplains of Convent, will likewiie
find in this communication rabjeet-matter for the advice and
instmotion whieh they adminietor to the yonng girk whose
spiritual direction is intrusted to their eare.

Should we. through our united efibr^ succeed in banishing
f^m our families all ideas of these unions, the evil eibct. of
which we have just reeaUed. we will feel that we haveaooom,
plished a beneficial work and we will render moat heartfelt
thanks to Our Divine Loi^

Given at Montreal under our hand and seal and the ooun-
tor.8ignature of our Chancellor, the twelfth day of November,
one thousand nine hundred and seven.

Slii¥y^%3

PAUL. Ahch. or MosTBMiii

ByorderofHiaGnwe,

Emili Rot,

Canon- ChaneeUor.






