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Thi Hofb or OuB Caujwo

"T. ». ..lied in on. hop. of yon, ..niBg."_Eph,^, ^.^^

Q^r, S"^,
'^' ''' **•* ^^^ ''«'<'" the war, a

™^^J?^''"''i?""
prophesied that the hope of fan-mortah^ would count for lesa and less in onr reli-

gion, and would ultimately disappear. And it mustbe admitted that this forecast seemed to be in a<^

7it7^ ?,f r'"' ^'"""^ °* *'""'^''t ^^ «terest.
It IB true that no ground of reason on which menhave been wont to base this hope has been rendered
untenable and thatno new fact ha* been discovered
that discredits it ; the contrary, as will presently beahown, IS the case. It is true also, that the results
of the most recent scholarly study of the Scrip-
turespomt entirely in the opposite direction. Es-
P«aally is it the case that a more searching and
realistao mveatigation of the Gospels than they had

\l^J^r '^y?'"^ *"' "^"^^ ^^^ the eschato-

S^ !..'"* '" *^* ^« »°** Teaching of Jesus
« not anyamg secondary, but is fundamental and

h!X'''*« "" '^*'"* ^^"^ ^^ °°t heen appre-
hended. So much so, that a veteran and princeamong New Testament scholars, Dr. Sanday, is

»
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found acknowledging that he had not "untH lately
adequately realized how far the centre of gravity
of onr Lord's ministry and mission lay beyond the
grave." Whether the results of this closer his-

torical interpretation will in course of time filter

down into popular thought, and if they do, in what
form and with what effect, remains a question.
Meantime it is beyond question that for at least a
generation the hope of immortality has been count-
ing for less and less in our religious life. The
majority of people, no doubt, retain the traditional
belief in a future state of existence; but it does
not grip, it Scarcely interests them; at most it

ministers a vague consolation in time of bereave-
ment And the same thing has come to be true of
those for whom religion is more vital, and of the
Churdi as a whole. Before the outbreak of the
war sermons whose keynote was the life everlast-
ing were comparatively seldom heard from our
pulpits, and there was no more neglected section of
the hymn book than that on the Last Things.
Nor is it difSonlt to account for this. A pro-

longed period of peace and prosperity, when prog-
ress in every department of activity seems to be
constant and almost automatic^ and the near hori-
Bon is bright with dazzling possibilities, is not one
in which the vision of eternity is apt to grow most
vivid. "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years" tends to become the utterance, not
of a besotted individual, but of the collective mind.
Another and more creditable canse is the new em-
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Idusis whioh in this generation is laid upon the
Moial aspects and appUoations of Christianity
Human progress never succeeds in keeping to the
vta medta; its advance is always hj zigzags We
serai incapable of doing justice to one ii^terest
without doing injustice to another. So it is now
laere was a time when the conception of the
Oinstian salvation was far too exclusively that
of dying in the peace of beUeving and going to
Heaven. But we have changed all that. Social
reform rather than the "salvation of souls" is
our watchword; and the most earnest reUgion
we have is more intent on getting things put ririit
here and now than on any future Kingdom of
Heaven. And how much, how very much, therew that 18 wholesome, how much to be thankful
for, m this reaction from an excessive individual-
ism and other-worldliness I

Yet, if we wiU listen to the teaohinr of history
we Shan be aware of the peril that attends all
such reactions. We shall learn that in the Body
of Truth no member can suffer neglect without
injury to the rest; we shall take warning that woMn never remedy one defect by creating another
And the question this sermon is intended in the
first plaoe to raise is, whether apart from the con-
viction of personal immortaUty—if we beUeve
that this present state of existence contains aU
there is, not only for ourselves hut for aU men—
It is possible to possess any ideal for the indi-
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vidnal life, or any hope for human sooietjr, fhsf
can he called stimulating and satisfying. .

We angmdgingly admit—or, rather, gladly as-

sert—that there are men who with no hope beyond
the grave live noble, self-denying lives, who show
an enthnsiastio interest in all that oonoems the wel-
fare of their fellow-men, who are willing to spend
and be spent, to labor and snffer, and even die, (as

many ha^-^ done in the present war) merely that

those who come after them may ftid the worid
a better place. Nor is it to be thon^t that any of
ns mnst live ignobly, although we believed that
life would end' next week. Bight is always right,

and wrong unalterably wrong; and in that faith,

even if all things human end in death, we should
have to live as best we might But tiiat "best"
would not be well. For we are saved by hope.

We are so made that we cannot act in the present
and for the present only. To say that we are ra-

tional beings means that we act with an outlook
upon some future near or far. We sow in hope
that we shall reap, or that others will reap. The
permanence of any fact, either in itself or in its

consequences, is an essential factor of value; and
while moral ideals have an absolute value—^the

valne of right depending on nothing else than its

rightnesB—^yet an ideal to be a fact at &I^ must
have bemg. And the ideal has being only in
minds ; and if all the minds whose ideal it is cease
to exist, not only its existence but every trace

and memory of its existence must be obliterated.
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We may say that to do right ib at any rate eter-

ta a fact that we made the right ohoiee, and that
thw fact ma enter somehow as a component into
the general smn of hnman things ; but if that gen-
eral snm 18 finally nothing, what value remains to
Its componentst We may say that the past is
never dead but lives still in the present and will
hve on in the futnre; but if a time shaU come
when for hnmanity there is no present and no
fntnre bnt only a past that is absolutely gone.
wiuah there is nothing to recaU and no one to re^
member, can it be said that anything done in it
IS a fact of imperishable valuet It must be ad-

l^-I*- '^^ "** *^<* '* '^es practically a
vast difference whether one is convinced that the
nght choice he makes, it may be in the face of
sore temptation, is destined to bear permanent

i
*^-^ lus own and in other lives, or that aU
fldehty, an striving after purity and goodness,
wiU in the end leave no trace anywhere. The
truth IS that we are saved by hope; that all men
who live nobly and fight the good fight do so
because they beUeve that their action will bear
fruit in some fntnre far or near. They have
thouj^it jut matters so far, and it is only so Ion*
as we do not think them out to the end that wo
can Ignore the hope of personal immortaUty
For what is the substitute which a popular

school of modem thought offers for thist It is
the contribution each of us can make to the future
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PWgww of tlM noe, that we may Hve on in otiMr
hjt» mado better by the fact that we htw Uted.M we mut feed onr mindi on a fntnr^ it is far
better to set onr hearts on doia« what we oan in
our brief day to make.life better for thoM who are
to conw after ns, than to hanker after the oontinn-
moe of onr own petty personal edatenoe. We
on|^t to remember, as it is often said, that thondi
God buries the workman. He oarries on the woA,
and that it is the woA, not the tools, that is ^i^wrtant thing. But this is merely to evade the
nltamate usne. One wonld like to know how God
18 gomg to carry on the work when He has bnried
authe workmen; and, moreover, what the "work"M He is going to carry on (beliering with St Panl
tuat 'we are His workmanship"). Those who
rest m this position assnme the immortality of
man, thon«^ not of men. They oontemrfate the
pernanenoe of the hnman race. But how, one
wonld again like to know, without individual im-
"JOTtahty oaa there be an immortality of the raoefModem saenoe dispels any such dream. "Till a
period withir the memory of men now Vning it
vnm possible to credit terrestrial life with an in-
flmte future, wherein there was room for an in-
fimte aj^roaoh to an unpiotnred perfection. It
could always be hoped that human efforts would
leave behind them some enduring traces which,
however slowly, might accumulate without end.
JBut hopes hke these are possible no more. All
twrestnal life is in revolt against the second law
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Of ttemodyiijuni« (tha d«gi«datioa of tnargy)

;

-LTj "? to ran <mt it. natnnl oonno, there wiU«• day bs a lart man; .nd if there i. no life be-

IT*-T^,^ ?P"°« ''"*'> lunnanity wiU be

S^?' ""/? ^'^ °' '"^'«* good ««i evil,

iL^iJ^ teroiim., it, aspirations and strug.
glej will have gone down into the grave of ever-

rn^J^?"*'^*,
It so«ns a fine thing to say:

K.^^r f.
^ ^^ '** me think of othei

Bat these other hves have beoome petty and insig-
"Jjoantasyonrown. Try as you wiU to obtoSi
fern footing an IS sinking sand. Hnman griefs
and hmnan happiness, human right and human
wrrag, aU mo ephemeral as the itching of your
eyebrow. There is no escape from the ultimate

ZLi^f^ "'',
V ^ "««^*»1 » only "a mo-

^•ne, then all human histoiy is but the "phan-tom caravan" which at last reaches "the not^UMt out from." L, Rate's phrase. aH things«f^t on death. Cteuld any creed be morTpaxaly.-
mg, If Its imphcations were realizedf It is be-
«iaso they do not think matters out to the end that

JrtTe "dS:.*^
""** "' '^'*^*^ «" ^-

*»»•• wroH. UB^ OS g,, ^j^ fonadatioa of u-
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'

,.

^B* *>>• t««io eyenti of the times in whW, —
Hope of the Go^el i. nemrMS SSreTt! mStitndes thn ever before. Not that thTJrS S"
wy itwagthens the cue for immortaHtF- bntk

Ss?'trt*'T ^° " '^srstiSi^
MeSn^^v"?^ "'^^^ "»« »«11 0' duty,

^flto^greenbUde theirdre.r«.d«nE

etoewhere. It u » manifestly a fragmentT^

• • •

m^ rf .J-T. ?^
''"°" P*"»- There ia the

f«m l?"*!f^ "' "°*^ oommnnioatioM

Jritho^i? "
"r*'''^ ^^'''^ death. Bnt^aiout^ffinnmg or denying or committing n^-«elf to any opuuon abont the reaUty of nruhJZ-

jitWag it^tiz eu tk* loal'. kdrf«.u_ .. -
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SlS"*?^ ^ °f^ "P"" ^ oonviotion that,while they may in certain oaM. ««iinn beUefii
penonal unmortality, they o«i never ori,S«to it

IS^. l!l^**^\^ * '"*^ J^' »>««'»• 1» ha.

?r?i ?i.*T?. °/.^*"^ my»terion« table-rappings

111 S*
*^^" ««t »»ke« theee oonnnnniSSSi

Sr^^riT^
eredible. if they .„ credihle. ,ot

th.'^?A*l*,^^ "' PMosophioal .pe<mlation,

reaaone^ and perhaps reasoned well, that the

«fSfie^i ?r' r" "•*"*' '"'«'• ^" °«^«' -t

w X !^ *•" ordinary man, very far.

«<S?fi '^«"'r»«<>°'«thinginmo.tofn.t£t

HotVI T. . f^'"' * '«»«»"«* »8=«»tio like

that m 1900 I shaU have oeased to be. a«3
tte inetmct la not nnivereal; and in many of thosewho do possess .t, its potency is strangely van-able Nor does it always point forward to a per-sonal mmiortali^; with a Urge section of tte

sorption, the mergmg of aU self-identity, in the
nnconsoions depths of Eternal Being. Bnt grant-
™«rUie ezistenoe and power of the instinct tbc
question arises whether it is to be tmstedTand
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wiiat it hM begnnf h there in hmn^, Itf.T!?
l«»to»r « pupoN that h in«ohiiJ^r!Lt!SS

J^dgood,^ It true. nn»t therrfore hWimSSbe trnef Thew qnertioM rewlve thenudyeTLlto

hold. w^auaitthe«««i,<«,SSrtr^ S^tf o^^in the genn). i, tound7T^^^
the OM Teetament The gnminm and^n-!

dmiy behef m the ghoat-Iife of Sheol to the m-^t oertamty. "He riuOl .waUow u^ D»Si"
apintnal hutory of mankind of the neoeesitv^hmnan sonl ia under, in its hiidiest «*dW ™
funuBh a satufying ideal of hmnan life, nor ftdfilthe purpose of one who o«i be folly^Sd^
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^^iT^' ?«* I"«I J«d God, andtStWM rwrythmg. Iti f«ith in God wisTf^r
•Bd rioher tluu. it knew (., onSJ S Si* ^
J-^r and richer tl«n wefaow)?^^^ j^

fh!a^2^*v'. «I»'J"'<» "d the gnidanoe of

^^^^%1i^ '°'*^ »" «>• hopTofl^or.

ai«l nnoon«,o«ly carried the key of Promiw

CtS:Si:T''"**^^*^*^™^-<"
And 10 it i. .tiU. If the great hope i. to bomo« than , theological dictm or a oSaiw «!

iSS*^j£w' ^Jf
"*»'«» trnthS^STnS

^n.<f••
• ""ti^ experience at n«nyXpointa, licencing the whole outlook upon We, n^

".SfStT"^ ""* ' *™ -onl-poseeesiSMM still along th» ume path of faith and expert-

CoISJi"!"*,'*'""'- ThehopeofpeTi
mmortahty atanda or falh. with faith in a ner-

To believe in God i. to believe in the ratioS
ofthinga. And. let it be «ud once more,TufJfe«d- only to death, and the whole etre^' f, Jj!man history, aarrying in it the life-blood of aU the
generafaona, yanuhes at last in the abyss of final

«onnd and fnry, signifying nothing." Bnt this
pessimistic conclusion we cannot seriously enter-
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tela. WtoHtBotMlMrixbdienthatiraoiuMlT^m • predMt of iiratioulitj, and that tUa worid
in irideh wa Uva ia tha nanlt of aoddmi Than
ia too nndijood in it for that, too mndi wiadom,
baanty and goodnoM, too mwh happiaan and
lora. BatifwaannintliatthiaiaOod'avorld,
that it haa wnanatad fron a Beiog who ia wiaa,
and jnat and good, wa mut ba oqnalty inra that
it ia not Ood'a beat world—there ia too mnoh evil
in it for that, too mnoh that ia imperfaet, dia-
eordant, diaapjMbting:

When we o(fntempIata onr own natnre we ibd
that we are made with oapadtiei to which the
preaent liffi never haa been and never can be ado-
qnate. Snob ia onr eapaoity for kappmett. To
tlta moat fortunate in eireonutaneei, to the moat
fervent in piety, there come dreams of a happi-
neaa bejrond anfthing that haa been or ever will
be eiperieneed in thia life. There ia in na a oopao-
ity for truth which pointa beyond the limits of
onr present state. The qnest for tmth haa been
laid npon us, we know not how; and the further
we advance in this quest, the further off does the
goal appear. Those who know most know best
that thoy have but touched the fringes of knowl-
edge; and there ia in us all an instinct idiich
rises up to welcome the assurance that many
things we know not now, we shall know hereafter.
Deeper still, there is in us an inextinguishable
capacity for goodness. If we know that we are
capable of being far happier and wiser, wo are
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tin aon wDMiou ihaiwut mpM» of btinir

ttta Hft, for, agBia, it ia thoM who 1iit« .drueed
ftetlMrt in the pnmit of goodoMt who alw mo
tho gmtert dirtttOM itiU to be tnvened, and to
the T»rjr end are foigetting the thingt behind Md
rewhing forth to thoee that m before. There
Ifm na a eapacitj for terviee whieh thia life never
tthanata. "The petty done, the undone vaat," ia
tffl Uie wjr of onr itmggling, aapiring hmnanitr:MM it ia not eaaity oonoeivable that the vaat pow-m for aerrioe peraonaliaed in a Paul, a Lather or
a Wrooln are forever diaaipated beoauae a heart
OMaaetobeat There ia a content in anoh per-^ w ^\^ '"^*'" ^^ «P«»««i in their

;faithfnl in a few thing.," demand the kh^
JUST * ^rif ]°"^ *"^" ^^ 'we
nntflbea ont both handa aoroaa the gnlf of deaf-B woKb againat the anggeation that aU we haveiMmed and rafFered and meant for othera, and
•U that othera have leaned and anffered andn«nt for na, ia anddeuly to be ended by the Mdl-
lottoe of death. To ktow that every honr^
hoHla na more eloady to eaoh other, that makes na
mora itt to love and be loved, ia only a step towarda
tore a extmotion, would rob na of any beUef that
the eoheme of things in which our Uvea are set ia
to be trusted. To anppose that we are endowed
Witt Buoh oapaoitiea for happineaa, for goodnessWW taowbdgo and ••nice and love, and that
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when these tepaeities have been partially derat
oped and we have learned a little how to lire and
have aoqoired some fitness for a plaoe in Ood's
nniverse—4o snppose that jnst then we die and
there is an end of ns, is to snppose that Ood, if

there is a God, takes the rongfa ore ont of the
mine, smelts it and changes it into fine steel, forges
it into weapons for His nse, tempers and polishes
them, and then one day, in His oaprioe, breaks
them in pieces and scatters their fragments to
the void. "What profit is there in my blood,
when I go down to the pitt" The Psahnist's
question goes to the root of the matter. To be-
lieve in Ood is to tmst the rationality of life, and
to tmst the rationality of life is to believe in the
life to come. When the death of a British officer,

killed in action, was announced to a brother-officer

who had been long his friend: "—dead!" he
ezdaimed, "itil take more than that to stop him.
He'D carry on." It will take more than that to
stop the career of any faithful life. We shall

have the "glory of going on."
And to believe in Ood is to believe that there is

an ultimate righteousnest in things, that there is

a moral order, a consdence in the universe, which
distingnishes between right and wrong, and re-

acts upon the rig^t^oer and the wrong-doer, ao-

cording to their character. It is said by critics

of the doctrine of personal inmiortality that the
in.portant thing is, not that we should survive,

but that the things we care for shall survive, that
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thew are vahitid in the naiTene on the whole u
they are by ne. Bnt one of the things we thns
eare for is jnatice. A universe withont jnatioe
would be an irrational universe; a radically nn-
jutt nniverse would b© an infinite orime. We
have a deep conviction that the ground-law of the
imiverse ought to be such as will vindicate the
rij^t and every one who is faithful to it; and by
equal neoessify redress the wrong and meet the
arrogant and impenitent wrongdoer with the full
force of its antagonism. Bnt certainly this con-
viction is never fully justified in the present world.
K it is true, as doubtless it is, that "history has
a nemesis for every crime," in probably a major-
ity of oases, it is not upon the perpetrator of the
crime that its nemesis falls. If it is true that
"the history of the world is the judgment of the
world," that is a text on which it is often possible
to preach that "might is right" as plausibly as
that "right is might." The moral order demands
another stage than that of this world for its full
development If Christ and Herod, Paul and
Nero, if the criminals who have brought this cata-
dysm of war upon the world—if they and their
helpless victims and their heroic resisters drop
throuj^ the trapnloor of death into the same un-
awakeninji; sleep ; if any man can shuffle out of the
oonseqneuces of his deeds simply by dying, as all
men must, ezistenoe is built on no principle of
righteousness. The sufferings of innocence, the
frequent impunify of wrong, callous selfishness
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flourishing, love trampled upon and opneilW-
Divea eating the fat and drinking the nreetLwaras rotting at his gate-these are factaIfth« Me, and if the Power who oondncts the worldw to be called righteous, there must be other faets
beyond. The oriticism, that this belief in the ulti-
mate righteousness of things means on the one
hand a desire to be paid for doing our duty, and
on the other hand a thirst for vengeance, is merely
miinteUigeni To say that men are responsible
If It means anything, means that they must some-
How, somewhere, somewhen, respond. There must
come a time whdil in the light of truth the hidden
sHall be made open, and the open revealed in its
true colors, and aU falsehood and self-deception
wither awajr. This is as necessary for the wrongs
doer as for the righteous ; and without it life would,
morally, lead to no conclusion at alL
But for those who accept the revelation of God

in Christ, there is yet firmer ground. To beUeve
in God 18 to beUeve not only in rationaUty and
righteousness, it is to beUeve in a perfect and
eternal Love at the heart of life. It is to beUeve
in a love that is more than benevolence, a love that
sets Its desire upon each of us by himself and for
jiimself

, that is afflicted in our afflictions, wrongedm our wrongs, wounded and grieved by our sins,
ttat has gone to the Cross for us and sou^it us
through the gates of Death and HeU. We are
not ripples on the surface of an oceanic Absolute
TVe are pot tools of a Great Artifloer to be used
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until blunted and worn out, then flung aside. We
are not Ood 's workmen whom He may calmly bury,
reUy after relay, provided that the work goes on!
We are Hia ehiMren holding each a place in Hia
love which no substitute can ever occupy, to whom
He has bound Himself with ties which not even
sin, much less time, can sever. K we believe in
God by Jesus Christ, if to our bouls the Love of
God which is i Him shines in its own light as
the Supreme Reality, we are on the surest foun-
dation as regards the life to come. We need no
spiritualistic manifestations, no far-fetched meta-
physical reasonings. In Christ we have found
God, a God whom frail, mortal and sinful as we
are, we can trust, trust for ourselves, for those
whom we love and for all men; trust for to-day
and for to-morrow, for the great step into the
unseen and for what lies beyond it, knowing that
whatever unimaginable changes may be in store
for mortals there, all of blessed and good each is
capable of receiving He will ever bestow.
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I» begmninjT a series of Bennons on the Pn-

^H. ^'^ ^ "'' *^'* I '"'^« «*»««» this

«^ if?""!!."'
'* ^'^^ importance. I am

Z^^ ?"th some, perhapB a growing nmnber,
tte subject » not a popular one. The objection i«

S aSr t°"
^**^ ^*"'"'*'' *"<* ^'>««' •" here,and that It « unwise, needless if not hortfuL to«w»py our mu.d8 with thoughts of a future towhieh^tf It really exists, we shaU be able to give

^!m '^v -f
^"^ "" """^ •*• Meanwhile this

rSir^ >te irrevoi5able opportunities, and with

raouj to think alout ThU is apt to bT called

?l^°^r*""*"^'^°'"'»°"tt«.»'uttome,I am bound to say, it does not appear in that Kght

t^^^^^I°^* •"«' ""^rt «"»* » <*Ud oughtto be brought up as if he were never to be mSe
tte hght of the hereafter is not to subtract the
value and power of the future from those of the
present, it is not even to add the one to the other.
It IS to multiply the one by the other.
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It ou never be other than a qneition of prae-
ticU and vital importance whether death it onr
goal, and aU life', labonr and achievement and
diampline without « meaning for anything beyond

;

all hmnan history with its mixed good and evil.
Its ems and heroisme, ita straggles and aspira-
tions, only "the phantom caravan" which reaches
at last the nothing it set out from, or whether it
IS advanomg in accordance with an eternal pur-
pose to eternal issues. It is a question to which
tlie war with its colossal saorifloe of life has given
a tragic intensity; but always it is a question that
lies behmd all other questions and touches human
e^nenoe at every point in tiie most vital way
I begin tiiis evening with tiie Old Testament;

and I do so for several reasons. First, be« «
It IS necessary to a proper understandkg of theNew Testament doctrine. Also, because to place
ourselves back in Old Testament times and feel
tte weight of darkness which then brooded over
the grave win help us to realise the vastness of
<^e difference Christ has made. And tiien, again
bb wse an is not darkness in the Old Testament'
Gteams of hope, and more than hope, break forth
and grow brighter and stronger as time advances

:

and m these gropings and struggKngs of Old Tes-
tament faith towards tiie Hj^t we have tiie most
impressive proof which tiie spiritual history of
mankmd anywhere furnishes of tiie necessity laid
upon tiie human soul by its own highest and best
«xpenences to believe tiait this world and this
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Ufe an not its whole inhtritaaoe, that ther do
not represent a eatitfying ideal, nor fnliU the nnr-
poae of a good Ood.
To deal with the anbjeet in broad ontline, whioh

!l^LT ***«'"?*' it m«y >» "aid that throngfaont
tte Old Teitament we find beUef in a future atate.Wo more than the andent Greek or Egyptian did
the ancient Hebrew imagine that hie ezietenoe
whoUy terminated when his body was laid in the
tomb. But in this beUef there was no consolation,
no hope. There was continued existence of a Bort,
but It was existence in the reahns of Death. The
abode of the departed was Sheol, a vast gloomy
region under the earth into which Death shep-
herded the generations of men, one after anoOier.
The pathetic variety of names by which it is de-
scribed shews what it represented to the imagina-
tion of these early ages. It is the "pit," the ''lower
par^* of the eartii," the place of silence, the land
of daiJmess and the shadow of deatL There, in
this shadowy, ghostly prison, the shades or ghosts
of those who had once been the living continued
a^ostly, futile existence, bloodless, voicdess,
without strength, memory, knowledge or any en-
ergy of interest or aflfeotion, a weakened edition
of their former selves, vegetating in dumbness and
vacancy. If death was not extinction, it was the
utter and final paralysis of life.

Sometimes, indeed, under a great load of
ta-ouble, men did look forward to this torpid after-
life with longing, for there "the wicked cease from
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tronblingandthewearyanatrMi" BntitwM
only when lifewm most intolerable that men oonld
ttne envy the peeoe of the dead. Beyond that
bourne from which no traveUer returns" there

was nothing that the heart should desire. To de-
part thither was to go dowh into sUenoe, to be cut
off from the "land of the Hving," from aU the
quick, warm, interesto that give life its meaning
sad savour. "The living know that they shaU die;
but the dead know not anything. Their love, their
hatred and their envy are now perished."
But to the Old Testament beUever bitterest of

all the privations of Sheol, dreariest of its antici-
pations, was its separation from God. The most
pathetic words in the Old Testament are those
which express this despair of godly souls. The
good King Hesekiah, as he looks death in the face,
mourns, "I shaU behold man no more with the
inhabitants of the world;" but saddest thought of
an IS this, "I shall not see Jehovah in the land of
tte living. The living, the Kving, he ShaU praise
miee, as I do this day. The father to the children
shall make known Thy tmtL But Sheol cannot
praise Thee; they that go down to the pit cannot
hope for Thy faithfulness." Such was the belief
about the hereafter during the greater part of the
Old Testament period. Even men of the most
fervent piety and Uvely faith shrank with repug-
nance from the prospect. They looked into these
depths which Christ has flooded with light and
saw nothing but gloom, "a stagnant sea whidi no
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ripple of oheerfnl aetiyity erer aOn, ud on idiiob
Ood'i Faoe never •hinee."^ itm read part of onr fmwral leripturea from
the Old Testament and alwajra ahall, beoanae thereu no mniio in all the world to fit to ntter the pa.
thoa of man's mortality ai that which comes from
the Hebrew lyre. But when we listen to these sad-
.voioed ntteranoes, and then listen to the raptnr-
ons longings of St. Panl to depart and be with
Chnst, or behold the j^owing visions of the New
Testament Apocalypse, in which we can ahnost
gase npon the white robes of the pnrifled and the
tenmphant ranks of the victorious, we may ask
how it was possible for those Old Testament
amts, who had snch a vision of God and snoh
assurance of feDowship with Him, to rest in such
a view of the future! The truth is that they did
not rest in it In their deepest feeling they often
revolted against it The Psahns, for example,
are fuD of such revolt Psahnist after Psahnist
hfts his voice in protest. For God to suffer His
people to gti down into the pit was to rob them
of their one opportunity of experiencing His love
and faithfulness. "ShaU Thy loving kindness be
declared in the gravet Shall Thy wonders be
known in the dark! Thy righteousness in the
land of forgetfulnesst" Nay, more, it was to de-
prive God Himself of their love and service.
"What profit is there in my blood, when I go down
into the pitT In death there is no remembrance
of Thee. In Sheol who wn give Thee thanks!"
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Th« Pnlmtat'i komtti umd rtiMb agMiut th* aa.
<»pted bdief-mM mOt^ of it, thTdMtr rrniTiMUMi ud imtiouUt7 of it "What proilt i»
there in my Mood,whm I go down to th« Bit!" Pe
proteeto agiiiiat it, ret he aeoepta it Th. tinw
OMne» however, when Old Teetament faith did not
aeo^t it eren nnder proteit, bnt driven forward

«r ^Lf^. ^' «xperienoe and atrengthened by
the Spirit of Ood roae above it andlSwhed out
after a better hope.

*u^^^ ** ^'*^ ^"^ Old Teetament faith,
though u did not nwt, remained ao long at this
point! To aunrer that qneation fnUy would be
to undertake a oomplex itndy ; bnt briefly thie was
due to three oonenrrent caueee, three imperfeot
ooMeptione which Hebrew faith had to outgrow
and did, more or less limnltaneously, outgrow.
lie first was an inqwrfeet eonoeption of Ood.

fc Its earliest stage the Hebrew eonoeption ofood was searoely more than national. Jehovah
was Israel's eovenant God. He was not yet re-
ceived as the one Living and True God ^odofaB
the Earth; and stiU less oonld HU presence and
power be regarded as extending to the nnder
world. Bnt Hebrew faith was not to remain sta-
tiraary at this level There came to it the loftier
and larger vision of Jehovah not only as Israel's
God, but as above all the Bij^teous God. And as
righteousness is everywhere righteousness, not
Of any land or people^ but universally and eter-
naUy the sam^ so the God of righteonsnoM must
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)m •mrywhara Qod, and tloue Ood, tha On* God
of Hmtoii and Earth, reigning alao in whatarer

uuean realma of exiatenoe there mij^t be for men
after death. Sinnera oonid not eaeape Hia hand
even in Sheol; nor there oonld His people be be-

yond the reaoh of Hia love and eare. He waa not

only able to aave them temporarily from going

down to the pit. He oonld redeem them from ita

A aeoond reaaon waa an imperfeot oonception

of the Divine Goremment of the World. For
long men did not realise the need of a futnre life

to redreaa the ineqnalitiei and injnstioea of the

present They believed, like Job's friends, that

here, in the present life, good and bad alike get

tlie!r full deserts, and reap what they sow. "Be-

hold the righteoQS shall be recompensed on the

earth ; how mnch more the wicked and the sinner."

But in conrse of time this position was felt to be

vntenable. Kothwithstanding all the orthodox

mig^t aay, it waa plain that justice was not fnlly

done on earth. Any one conld see that in thia

world it is often the wicked and worthless who
eat the fat and drink the sweet, while better people

have a full onp of sorrow and adversity given them

to drink.

A third reason was that in the early period re-

ligion was national, rather than indi^naL The
religions nnit, the object of Ood's favour and the

goal of Hia purpose, was the People of Israel, the

elect Nation. What though the individual Israel-

i

I
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JftiMWgedawayt Israel stiU supvived: the Nar
tion a), a whole might still fulfil God's purpose and
enjoy a ftiU and satisfying experience of His faith-
fnhiess. God could bury the worker and stiU

f^/^ vT^. »"*!?«' the decay and down-
fall of the Nation in the Exile there came a great
advance to a more personal conception of religion
It was felt that true religion is a personal feUow-
ahip with God. This was especially the message

..All
1^''®"* prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel.

Ail souls are mine. '

' A loving and righteous God
does not care merely for the mass, but for the man

;

not merely for the #ork, but for the workman.Men are not God's tools, to be thrown aside when
tteir use is past ; they are His people, the sheep of
liis pasture, to whom He has bound Himself bv
indissoluble ties. And thus when Old Testament
faith looked forward to the glorious Kingdom of
God, m which it firmly believed, the question
necessarily arose

: What of those who had labouredand suffered for the Kingdom before its advent?What of the samts and martyrs of past genera-
Jonst Were they destined to have no eSare in
its triumph,- or could their only share be that theyhad suffered and shed their blood for its sake!

*• 'TT" "^^ «'^®° '"^ * "«^ word-Eesurrec
ton. The righteous dead would rise again; theywould enter mto a blessed resurrectioit-life in
feUowship with the faithful of aU ages. The later
Prophets triumph in this great and blessed hope.rHe answer they give to Job's question, "If a
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man die, shafl he live again!" ia o-.e of raptarons

affirmation.
'
'Thy dead shall 1>8 ; tuy dei-' bodies

shall arise. Awake and shout vor joy, ye 3 yellers

in the dust." Such in brief ouc-lifi is the jtory of

the development of Old Testament fai'Ji in the

Life to oome; snch was the path along which it

advanced from the dreary belief in the ghost-exist-

enoe of Sheol to the assurance that Death will be

altogether abolished in the time of consumma-

tion.

"He shall swallow up Death in victory, and the

Lord God will wipe away tears from off all v

faces."

It is an outstandingly wonderful example of

Divine education, of the way in which God by the

teaching of experience and the guidance of Hia

spirit leads humanity forward in the way of truth.

And what I now wish to point out is, that it is only

by the same education and along the same path

that any of us can come to a living and fruitful

futh in personal immortality.

rilM eonshKioii of this Sermon wu nlxtaatimlfy indentieil

with that of the preeediug one, begbudng at the aeteriik* on

page 16, tQ whith tb«nf9n, the n«4«r if letenad.]

M
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m
DUTH, BlISSINO OB CxTBOtl

"n» lUiig of dMth ii «in."_l OorintUtta XTsM.

Is death a onrae, or is it a blessingf Consider*
ing it merely as a fact of nature, we mnst answer
that it partakes of both characters. Nothing can
make it other thas tha pathetic event over which
the generations monm; yet it is at once evident
that, things being as they are, the death of the
individual is a benefit or rather a necessity to the
life and progress of the race. It is tme that
according to the teaching of the Bible death is
due to sin; it is the "wages of sin." We shall con-
sider later on what that means ; for the present let
ns observe what it cannot mean. It cannot mean
that man, even if he were morally perfect, oonld
ever have been intended to remain permanently
in this terrestrial state of being.

Without death, existence in a small world like
this would soon become a physical impossibility.
Within a hundred generations the eerth would
not have furnished standing room for the de-
scendants of the first man. Even from this ele-
mentary point of view we cannot but see a benig-

41
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nity in death. Death does not diminigh, it mnlti-
plies, bonndleasly multiplies, the nnmber of the
living. It calls np fresh generations to the
perennial banquet of existence. In a deathless
world there could be no upspringing of young life,
no infusion of fresh energies and ideas. "The
torch of life instead of glowing with new fire as
It IS handed on by each generation to its successor
would smoulder 'n the stiffened grasp of a single
age." The rich warm blood of youth would never
irrigate and vitalize the roots of thought and
feeling. If we Uved forever, the world would
become frost bound as a Polar sea.
But not only for the race, for the individual too,

for ourselves, the fact that we are mortal is of
mestimable benefit. We complain that life is
short

;
we know the pathetic thoughts and emotions

that come Socking up around that fact; but who
would not dread to have his life begin to seem
longf We complain that the enjoyments of life
are of brief duration, like "snow upon the desert's
dusty face," whidi "Uj^ting a Uttle hour or two is
gone"; but is it not this limitation that gives them
their intensityt There is no earthly pleasure
which, if it could be prolonged indefinitely, would
not become utterly insipid. We complain that
life is short for the work we have to do, that it is
so often a race against time ; but is not this better
than that it should be a dawdle against nothing at
all! Is it not this that gives the wei^t and im-
petus of concentrated effort by which alone any
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work is ever well donet 'Vniat hard task would

ever be aocomplished if we oonid riways postpone

it till to-morrow; if the stadent, for instance, in-

stead of taking five years to his coarse might as

well take fifty t We complain that death ravages

onr affections; bnt again does not the consoions-

ness that we hold our loves and friendships on a
tenure which is so limited and always precarious

do much to deepen and refine themt Even as it

is, we may be hard and selfish enough, God knows

;

but what would be the result if we had no reminder

of mortality and never felt that we must love each

other well while we may, because some day we
must partT We complain that the fashion of this

world passeth away; but if even with death star-

ing us in the face we are, nine tenths of us, so de-

voted to material objects, how should we escape

being utter worldlings, if we held these on a lease

of indefinite continuance t Take away death, and
in how short a time would the multitude of men
lose all sense of the eternal I

Considered thus, death is no curse but a bless-

ing. It is an inestimable advantage in every way
that we are mortal ; nor can we doubt that our days

are rightly numbered, that God in His wisdom
has assigned to our earthly life that normal dura-

tion which is best adapted to its activities and

enjoyments as well as to its higher purposes of

spiritual discipline and development.

Yet we feel that this is not the whole truth about

death, nor the deepest truth. Death may be a
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SMesrity, bnt it is a sad neoeuity; it vulj bring
rich bleaaiiigs, but it brings them throng^ an un-
blessed channel Death is death ; and we feel that
we have never known what it is to live, how good
it is to see the lig^t and breathe the oonunon air,
to gaae npon loved faces around ns and take onr
part in the great life of the world, until we have
looked npon the face of death. In vain does the
New Paganism glorify death, telling ns that
^'nothing can happen more beautiful than death";
in vain does it speak of "delicate death, lovely and
soothing death"; and bid us go forth to meet it

with "dances and ohailts of fullest welcome."
Poets may put what adjectives- before what nouns
they will, but death is not delicate, lovely, or wel-
come. Death is death, and it is not robbed of its
sting by fanciful epithets. There is a famous
picture by Watts—you may have seen engravings
of it—of Love and Death. Death with bowed
head and resistless stride, as if sent on his mission
by some compelling power, is pressing in at the
doorway of a home. The child. Love, stands with
uplifted arm and eyes of anguished appeal, as if

to stay the advance of the silent and terrible in-
truder. But we see that the child must be borne
down by that foe; we foresee Love lying crushed
on the threshold, and the home filled with the
gloom of the " shadow feared by man. '

' Nothing,
no poetry, no philosophy, no religion will ever
make death, as a natural event, other than what it
is—death, the final bankruptcy of life.



DEATH, BLESSING OB CUBSEt 45

So fa ' I hnve spoken of death simply as a fact

of nature. When we turn to the specific teaching

of the Bible regarding death, we fi .d that it both
vastly deepens the shadows, and as vastly

heightens the lights that fall upon it. The Bible

does not view the death of man as iDerely a fact

of nature, because it does not view man himself

as merely a part of nature, like a tree or an ani-

mal Man is spiritual, related to Qod, belonging

to the spiritual world; and for man both life and
death have spiritual significance. Man is made for

participation in the eternal life of goodness, truth

and love, the life of Qod; and for him death, the

loss of that higher divine life, is such a death as

nature knows not. It is not to fade as the leaves

fade in autumn in order to make way for the

fresh foliage of spring; it is not \o lie down and
be at rest when the day of toil has reached its

dose. No, in itself and without Christ, it is a
curse—the uttermost of all curses; an evil—the
sum of all evils,—a penalty and a doom—^the sum
and end of all penalty and all doom. Look at the

vivid and terrible picture St Paul here sets before

us. "The sting of death is sin." He represents

Death as a venomous serpent, a monstrons reptile,

which slays men by its sting; and the sting, the

poisonous fang, with which it inflicts the deadly

wonnd is sin. Everywhere, from Genesis to Beve-

lation, the teaching of the Bible is the same. It

is sin that brings us under the power of death.

Death is the wages of sin.
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Think of that for » kittle. Try to realiie its

meaning and its truth. Man does not live hy
bread alone. To eat and drink and breathe and
work and rest is not life. All that we have in

common with the beasts that perish. The tme
life of man is that which he has in common with

the highest and best, with Ood whose image he

bears. It is to think the truth, which is Ood's

thought; to will the good, which is Ood's wiU; to

love what God loves, to act as Ood acts—in a word,

to have the Spirit of God; in another word, to

have that life which we behold in its fall statnre

and perfection in Jes^n Christ That is life.

The Bible will not alltw n^ and, if onr eyes have

canght any vision of its trath, we shall not allow

onrselves, to call anything else than that Life.

And the opposite of all that is sin. Sin makes ns

think the opposite of what Ood thinks, and will

the opposite, and love and act the opposite of what
Ood wills and loves—^makes ns believe a lie, makes
ns will and love and act what is wrong instead of

what is right Therefore sin brings forth death.

Just as a stream cnt off from its source or a
branch severed from the tree dies, so man
separated from Ood withers and dies. Not his

soul only or his body, bnt the whole man, all that

constitutes the human personality. Death is the

gmn-total of all that results from sin and separa-

tion from Ood. It is death of the soul, death to

all that is good and true; but it is death also of
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the body, the phyiioal oonnterpart of the lonL It

ia death here and death hereafter.

Snoh ia the Bible'i way of thinking. I am

afraid that it ia not very familiar to na; and it

preaenta obviona diffienitiea. It ia difficult to con-

ceive of bodily death aa a moral oonaeqnenoe, the

reanlt of ain. Yet it ia quite dear that it ia the

death of the body Si Paul ia apedally thinking

of here, when he aaya that the ating of death ia

ain. For what ia the victory over death for which

he oriea "Thanka be to Qod"; what ia it that ex-

traeta ita ating and heala the mortal woundt It

ia the Eeaurrection of the body, that this corrupt-

ible ahall put on inoorruption and this mortal put

on immortality. Then ahall death be swallowed

up in "victory"; foi then all that death has done

will be undone, and much more than undone. All

that it haa laid ita defacing and destroying hand

upon will be reatored in imperiahable and far

nobler form. Yet, I aay, there are obviona diffi-

oultiea. I have apoken of the impossibility of

anppoaing that man, even* in an ideal state, could

have continued permanently in thia earthly mode

of eziatence. And if St. Paul were here among

us, we mij^t aak him how the translation from

the earthly to the heavenly state, the laying

aside of the body of fleah and blood and the put-

ting on of the vesture of immortality, could ever

have taken place except through death or a physi-

cal equivalent to death. He ia not here to answer

the qneation, but if he had been, he might have
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npliad that ha eonld not profaM to axplain thliuy mon tluuilM eoold ezplaia the myitery of
the Beramotioii. Perhaps he would have been
•ontent to lay th^ the tranaition into another
rtate of being wonld not have had that oharaeter^oh death, as we know it, has. It wonld have
been not so mnoh death as simply birth into a
higher state of being. PUled with the sure hope
of everlasting life it wonld have been an entirely
different experience, as it in fact does beoome
a different experience to those for whom Christ
has taken away its ghostiy terrors.
That is at any rate the praotioal truth of tiie

matter. In oalm exultation of Christian faith we
sing:

It te not dnth to di*,

To baf* tUi «wi7 road
Aad 'midrt tka brothCThood <m Usk
To b* at koaw with Oed.

It is sin that does make it deatii to die. Sin b
tiie tiling tiiat ought not to be, tiiat has no right to
exist; and it is sin that makes one unfit to Hve
and makes it a moral doom to die. It is sin tiiat
makes deatii a penal thing to tiie worldly man,
wrenching him away from everything tiiat has
been his life, his ambitions and possessions, his
work and his enjoyments, pushing him out from
the one world where his heart and his treasure are,
dismissing him as to a foreign land, friendless and
destitute. It is sin tiiat makes death penal to tiie
man who has a gaiKy seoret hidden in his life, who
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haa tanOr injared tmiw one, or done lome of the
thingi that leave on the eonl the dark spot that
will not oome ont. When wnch a man leea death
near, like the oriminal who feela the deteotive'i.

grip on hit ihonlder, he knows that his hour is

oome. It wonM be a mistake however to suppose
that this is the way in which sin commonly asserts
itself as the sting of death. Those who carry a
gnilty secret to the grave are few. It is not so
much what men have done as what they are, or
rather what they are not, that makes death to be
feared. It is tiie feeling that God is not their
friend, that death is hostile and that what lies

beyond it, if there is anything beyond, must be
hostile too. It is the nnspiritual man's instinc-

tive dread of the unseen. The sting of death,
that which makes it a moral doom, is sin. Has
Christ taken away that sting for yon and met
For that is the final truth. Christ utterly

changes the character of death. By redeeming
from sin he delivers from death. He does not
grant us escape from passing throuj^ that narrow
door through which He Himself has gone; but He
makes it for us, as for Himself, the door of life,

the gateway of blessing. The transformation of
death is one of the unending marvels of Christian
faith. Outwardly death bears the same aspect.
It comes in no gentler form, with no more obse-
quious mien. Yet how completely different is the
reality! The cloud has become merely a haA-
ground for the splendour of the rainbiaw. And
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2^w,.^T 5*™«« '"^tt* deah so honestlymft the fact of death. It does not attempt to
soften tte harshness of its features; it does not

S "^ ^V'.??^ "^ ^P»« °«'"> l^aiitifnl
than death"; it does not try to light up the valley
of the shadow with any artificial glare. It deals
in the profonndest way with the problem of death.
It msists that the sting of death is sin. It is be-
canse we are not in harmony with God and the
laws of the Eternal life that we are snbject to the
power of death. It is this that makes ns always
afraid of what lies in the unseen, afraid even of
the unseen to-morrow, and most of aU afraid of
that great step into the unseen which we oaU
deatL And the Christian Gospel begins the work
of our deUverance at the true centre, begins rot
with the problem of death but with the problem
of sin by reconciling us unto God, by giving ns in
Ohnst a God whom, sinners as we are, we can
trust to the uttermost, trust in life and trust in
deatt. When Christ takes away sin, when he sets
ns nj^t with God and the spiritual universe. He
takes away everything in death that is a curse and
leaves only the blessing.

He takes away everything in the past that can
inake death a curse. It is no longer the <rfBcer
of justice who, when long impunity has lulled the
onmmil into forgetfukess, Uys a stem hand
upon hnn and says. You are my prisoner. In^8t we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins. The forgiveness of sins I
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The past haa no fatal daim upon us. It haa no
terror. The past can never separate ns from the
love of God. And Christ takes away everythingm the future that oonld make death a oarsZ
yrb^ 18 Death! A sleep and an awaking. A
birth. Yes, that is^what death U for Christian
faiOi-birth into a greater, more perfect life.
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord "

How blessed I It is they who are the Uving. wewho are only half alive. ^
'"Ot a—at U it jtm mho t»a vm daadt

Wtatl Ton who wait fop the Urth,
Who w»lt to paw heaeo from the prlvni ot mam,Tnm tho body aid brain of aartht
Oh, why do yon namo the nring dead,

' Who think and act with the fona
Of the light tut from far, that from ttar to atar
Horea on la ita wondnma eonraef

"

And Christ takes away everything in the pass-
aye from the present to the future that is a onrse,
Brethren, none of ns can say much about that ; we
have never made that passage, nor heard that
messenger's calL But we do know that if the
meesengBr has a grim and j^iastly look, it is tne
message of love he bears. We know that if therew darkness in that passage, there is a Presence
there, and a Voice that says aa of old, "It is I, be
not afraid." AH this we know. We know that no
life that has aught of Christ in it can ever die
or suffer diminution, that for sndi a life Death is
Imt th« Uberating angel who leads it forth to
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bicJier pow«n and fnDer opportnnitieB. Tet
death is atill an ordeal, the last ordeal of faith.
The flesh ia weak; the'inatinotive diead ia atrong.
Darwin tells how at one time he often riaited the
London Zoological Gardens, and, standing by the
gtuu case which contained the deadly cobra, need
to put his forehead against the glass while the
venomous ereotnre struck at him. The strong
sheet of glass was between; there was no danger
and he knew there was none; yet whenever the
cobra struck he recoiled. Time after time he put
forth his utmost effort to master this instinctive
dread, but always it proved too strong for his
reason and his wilL It may be much like that
with the Christian's attitude towards death. He
knows that its sting cannot touch him; but natural
instinct still recoils from the threatened stroke.
Tet even this hut remnant of fear is in a multi-
tude of instances taken away; and death is met
with the fervent energy of faith, with the welcome
of one whose toilful pilgrimage is ended and
whose next step is into the rest and bliss of Home.
Seeking the graoe of Christ to live well, we may
safely trust for the same gnunous help to die well

^ the highest teaching of the New Testamoat,
Life and Death are seen only as parts of one
Divine whole. So also we have learned in these
days to speak not of death, but of making the
"supreme sacrifice." The great words of the
New Testament speak to us with a new self-inter-

preting significance. He that loves his life loses
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it He that gives it gaina it Greater love hath
no mam than this, to lay down hia life. Death is
MonAse, and Life lives only by saerifloe. The
Death and Besnrreotion of Jesns Christ are the
eternal proclamation of this; and every life that
follows in BiB steps shall prove its tmth. And
ttongh it may not be given to you and me to die
what may be called the ideal death, to lay down
11 m one supreme moment, Eke the martyr and
tl»e soldier, it is ours so to foDow Christ ia His
life of love and service that death shall only do
for US what it did for Him—flnidi the work, per-
fect the saoriflce, and become the entrance into
the Greater Life. The dayspring shall become
the day; the seed cast into the ground bring forth
its everlasting fruit
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IV: THE BESURBECTION OF CHRIST





iv:

Thb BwnauonoK or Cbbbs

"tet BOW 1* (%(M ilaa ftom flw dead, tnd Ixaoa* th* int
fraiti sf thm that dMp."—1 OArintUau zr:20.

WnK the Cbipel of Christ was flnt prenohed
it collided with all human preconceptions by hold-
ing np to men as Savionr and Lord One whose
earthly career had terminated in His dying a
malefactor's death. The cross was to the Jews
a stnmbling block and to the Greeks foolishness.
It is true, I think, that to modem thonght it is not
the Crndfizion, it is the Resurrection that is the
greater obstacle. We feel no difSonlty where the
early believers felt most diflSonlty, in the tre-
mendous shame and sorrow and hnmiliation of
the Gross. We feel the Dirine glory of thafr-*

Lon Oat nads the Lord of all

Oriiik flw iKiniwood aad tin (alL

The difficulty with us is the Resurrection. Yet
why should it be? Is it because it is a great
mystery! But a fact may be utteriy mysterious
as to its nature yet utterly certain as to its exist-
ence and significance. What is there that is with-

S7
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oat myiteryt The tinieit thing yon see, tlie i

moBMt thing yon toooh hw its mystery. Ton
yonrself are a mystery. Ezistenoe itself, the mere
faot that anything is, is the greatest mystery of
alL Yon cannot take any simplest fact of ex-
perience and try to think down to the root of it

withont having to confers that the existence we
see and know is bnt the surface of an existence
whose depths we cannot fathom. If we oonld un-
derstand the "flower in the crannied wall," "roota
and all," we shonld "understand what Ood and
man is." The growth of a blade of grass is a
n^tery, the lesnlt of >an insomtable power, no
less than the creation of a world or thui resnrreo-
tion from the dead.

It is said, however, that resurreotion is incred-
ible beoanse it is contrary to the laws by which
existence is uniformly governed. Bnt who can
claim to assert this from an exhaustive knowledge
of these laws? Suppose that the minnow in its

pool, the frog in its ditch, knew the lows of the
pool or of the ditch, would it be entitled thereby to
pronounce the ocean-tides inorediblet What we
in our large way call the order of nature is only
what we have been able to observe of the order
of nature, and that only by means of our five

senses. What lies beyond our present opportuni-
ties and powers of observation, who can tellt If.

we lived in a world where for a long period the
populatioh was stationary, where for thousands
of years there had been neither birth nor death, in
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mull a world ^lat a minude «ither of theso eventa
wonU appear—antecedently how inondible I And
I elionld like to know on what prinoiplea of ntman
we onf^t to hold it incredible that in some larger
order of nature yet to be unfolded to our kno^-
edge, reiurreetion—the changing of a mortal and
oormptible body into a body that ii epiritual and
inoormptible and fitted for a bij^er stage of ex-
istence—is just snch an event as birth is here,
every whit as natural and no whit more mysteri-
ous. I believe that on the other side of the veil
it is so that resurrection will ^>pear—simply as
the birth into the heavenly state of being.
But I must not linger on the threshold of my

subject My puipose in this sermon <uid the next
of the series is not to ded with the credibility of
Besurreotion, but to exhibit its meaning; and to
any who may be in difficulty let me say from toy
own experience that the first step towards assur-
ance of its credibility is to understand its mean-
ing.

Jn the first sermon of the series I endeavoured
to explain the belief which was held in Old Testa-
ment times about the future state. There was a
future state—a future life it could not be called.
For good and bad alike there was only the dreary
S^08t«xistenoe in Sheol, feeble and futile and
without possibility of deliverance, existence in
the reahn of death- And we saw how Old Testa-
ment faith could not rest in this, but at last in the
eoTirse of a wonderful JHvine education attained
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to a bettor hope. For in tho heart of Old Teita-
ment religion there waa alwaya the naqnenohaUe
belief in the ealration of God—that Ood wonld
oome and not keep eilenoe, that He woold send Hia
Meisiah to eetabliah the Divine Kingdom aad to
make Hia faithful people inherit it And by and
by the thought oame—what of the anffering lainta

of God whom death had swept away in the paet,

whom death waa even now sweeping away, b^ore
their eyes oonld behold that glorioni adrentt
And with the question eame the answer. God's
Israel wonld not in that day monm its dead sons
and daaj^tors. They ;^onld be raised np. The
pit of Sheol wonld give baok its prey to life and
joy. Snob is the belief as we find it in the Uitest

writings of the Old Testament And snob is sM
the belief we find in the New Testament; with the
difFerenoe, that Sheol or Hades, the region into

which men go at death, was thought of as divided
into two separato abodes—the one, Paradise or
Abraham's Boscnn, the resting plaoe of the
righteous; the other Gehenna or the "ontor dark-
ness," the plaoe of retribntion for the wieked and
ungodly. Still, the one was not the everlasting
Hell, nor was the other the final Glory. This was
to be reached only at the Besurreotion, when
God's Eongdom should oome in power. Such was
the belief held in Onr Lor i time, not universally,

but certainly in the oiroles from which His disci-

ples were drawn. When, for example, He said to
Martha, "Thy brother shall rise again," she at



TOH SBSUBBBOnON OF CHBIBT n

STlTS^ "'"""" ^^.'^ **" "^ -^^ »t

Lrt w toy then to think obtmIvm baok into the

p^ rf Onr Ix,rd'. diedple. «.d to conoriS w£tUMir thouj^to moat have been about the after-M. u,to whkh th«r Maeter had gone, when£^U"^ i» Jo«^'« tomb. He had eonght
to rtTMigaien their faith beforehand. He had

'rS^F^k^ '"'* '^ ^ Eewrreotion.

1.1? lA^ft'^^ "* ™*°y maneionB," Hehad Mid. "I go to prepare a plaee for yon."
Their iaaed fellowehip would not be broken byHu death, but only perfected. But when theUaok etorm bnnt and the oraahing blow feU, aU
this wae forgotten and blotted ont. If in the stu-
por of their grief they thought at all about Hi.

i7 J '.J'^l
'""''** ^^' *•»«"«*» ^^ They be-Keved that they had found in Him the Eedeemer

Hii'ri.'i.w ?*":?" '^"^ That had befallen

,7^?..'^'"'" "«"• ^^ «^te' death thatwouM befd^^am whioh befeU any good man when
he died. Hie body was resting in the tombj His
soul, or shade, was resting and was comforted in

at the Last Day, when the Messiah cameTbut aa

17*?" 5*T^^^ *•»* "««"«^ «»« Quiokener

Himself had become Death's victim, had goneaway mto tbe dim land of shadows, away from aU
communion with the living. This, as you may ob-
serve, is exactly the conception of the case which
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U NTwdtd ia tlu MBdnot of tb« diMiplM aftw

tlw BararrMtioii. Whan tii* MmUt to raddoly

•Dpeand ia their midst, Myinc "PeM* U nito

jxn," their inuMdiate thoni^t wu that, jut m
ia that itraaga Old Tettammt aarrative the ihad*

or ^MMt of Bamnel coibm up from the oaderworld

to Tiiit Saul, io BOW it «aa the gfaort of their dead

Lord that had reriiited them. And we road how

He allayed their not Tumataral fean. "Why are

ye teonbled, and why do thonf^to ariie in yonr

heartst Handle me and see that it is I my-

self." He displayed to them the gashes made ia

His body by the omeiflzion; He ate and drank in

their presence. And' we oan see the reason for

this. Had they been permitted to believe that

their Master had reappeared to them as a ghost,

that would only have oonfirmed thdr saddest

thon^ts. It would, indeed, have proved His oon-

tinued existence, but would have precluded any

possiUlify of hope in His power to save and to

bestow eternal life.

Bat now he stands before them. He stands be-

fore an men, as the Living One, the vanquisher of

death. He has carried our whole humanity, body

and soul, throu^ a world of sin j and sin has had

no power over it And now He has carried it

across the gulf of death, and death has no domin-

ion over it, has not impaired its powers or dimmed

its light. Death has only raisod it to a new power

and transfigured it with a new glory.

We can now understand St Paul's paasionata
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iuiitoiue npon Um Bammetioii of Ohriit m the
onitra of th« Christian Ooapol and the fonndation
of Ghrittian faith. Only the Living One ean give
life; only He who oonqnered sin, and beoanie He
oonqnered lin oonqnered death alio, can give to
na the samu evurlaating victory. We can nnder-
tand, I say, why the Berarreotion of Christ was
for primitive Christianity, the cardinal fact of
its fai^^, the beginning of a new order of things
in whioh God's purpose shall be at last fulfilled,

in iriiidi good shall conquer evil, and death be no
more than the portal through whioh life passes
into life more abundant. But does it mean as
mnoh to nst Not in our immediate oonsoions-
ness, perhaps. We who have twenty centuries of
Christian faith and experienoe behind us can
scarcely be so directly conscious as the first be-
lievers were that our faith in the Divine mission
of Jesus rests on the fact of the Besurreetion.
The faith and the hope which that brought into
the world have become so familiar, so much a
oommon spiritual inheritance, that we are apt to
take them for granted. We need to remind our-
selves that whatever of Christian faith there is

in the world at this moment has its historical
origin in the Besurreetion of Jesus. Had there
been no Besurreotion, Christianity had never been
bom. Try for a moment to think the Besurreo-
tion away. Suppose that Jesus had died and
departed into the great silenoe, and that men had
never known anything more about Him^-the very
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WiWHly of Chrirtitt faith, the fonndin* of theamrtm Chnwh, the career of cSL^ k
?l^°h'*^ Tf* '^ «""«• ^tthentj^^
wonM have take, a plaee with Soorates or Oonft,-on»-Jn^ po,,a,iy, yet in the same category:but m aa hurtorical probability Hi, name Smemory would have been entirely blotted out:thgr would not have survived a single generation.Ow, epefflal enquiry this evening, hoi^ver, uSto the e^tniflcance the Resurrection of Christ hll

m T.?^?r fVr ^r^'^ ot a futureMe.
.
And in the fiist place it is the one positiveand tangible proof that has ever been givaTrfaWe beyond the grav^ I do not say thafJ^thad not riMn we should have had no belief in

hS, J^V^r^^^ *^ ^^^ Testament Saintshad, which the Jews of our Lord's time had. We
S'Jir^^"

k-owsr-have had a litOe more. BnJ

ii K^*J?°^ ^""'«** J^* -"d immortaltoh^ht mat is the actual state of the «2f^th IS a fact, a certainty. Through that nai^row doonray every man who has ever come into

.i,.M f^ ^°* ""^ "^^ ^^ beyond is-whatf A silence out of which comes no voice, adarkness out of which shines no ray. WhenColmbus was seeking for the New World he iw^e day strange birds flying overhead and piece,of vegetation floating on the waves, which he per.

!^'JllTl'*t^'''*
°°* °' the sea but of theW

aii4 knew that he was drawing near to the end 5
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hia qnesi Bnt no rign ever oomea to ns from
that world, no flotsam from ita ahorea ; no meaaagB
by any kind of wireleaa telegraphy greeta the
voyager 'a ears. Not one of thoae who have gone
before na, of thoae we have known and loved, haa
come back to tell us what is there. But now our
Colnmbna haa sailed back from the New World.
Aa St Paul aays, the Bisen Christ is the firat

fmits of them that sleep. He is like the first ripe
aheaf of com, the preouraor of the full ingather-
ing. "Earth had been sown thick with 'gravea."
Men had been but too familiar with that sowing.
From age to age they had committed to the duat
of death the faireat and the beat they had; but
there had been no sign jf springtime or harvest.
Ohriat is the first fruits of that sowing, the first

diaoloaure of the wondrous secret. Death was a
certainty, and till Chriat rose the only certainty.

Bnt now there ia another. "Now," aaya the
Apoatle—and what exultation there is in that
"iwie'7—"Now is Chriat risen from the dead and
become the first fmits of them that sleep." He
ia the first ripe sheaf of com from that great sown
field, the pledgie and the pattern of all that ia to
follow. By His Besurreotion Christ haa invested
what was a gne^s, a dream, a speculation, a long-
ing, a venture of faith, with an altogether new
kind of certainty. By it we are begotten again
onto a living hope.

Further, I ask yon to observe this aignifioanoe

which our Lord Himself emphiiai^ is the Besur-
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Sires r^^r.7rr^ '^-

thatHoh^S^ •
?^®^*"'' potentate. AD

/ brethren. thSS JSST'^"'' "^^'"^'^ ^jr

*ill not let «o- th« T«.„. t,. "^ '"* "»<i

Wore OB k tt;^,in:rl* "^l,-^
^oves

lives for us in ^KT ™ ^* H™'*'' ^ho

can come to my snoconr ^The !Sl "-rTword of ehiwr Tr_ _v swnn with his

n.e. whenFS/™:f,Ut^°« -^ftiBpray '"
f I »ay 1^ forgiven bJXl^£;^,^'.^at

And this is wlmf m.^.. T^ ""** • *<»•

least of the LTSuLlT'"" "'""^ »''« »t

Against an theories of,•i''^°P"^« «' •*•

tionstandX^S^ *^™* »' "««"««-
' lor the persistenoe of individual self-
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hood. We know how selfhood atiU endnres
through the most remarkable changes in this life,
^niirty or forty years ago there was a certain
<anW»y-faoed child, and if you were to meet that
Wild on the street to-day yon wonH pass him
by without a glimpse of recognition. If you look
at him in some faded photograph, it is the face
of a stranger that meets you. Yet, though physi-
cally, intelleotnaUy, morally, you are so different
it is youyowrself whom you see. Or One may
meet a friend of long ago after many years, and
"Yes, it is I myself," he wiU say. He may have
grown fabulously rich or climbed the heights of
fame, or he may be a needy tramp; he may have
undergone a vast change of character, the bri^t
youth may have become the hopeless slave of vice,
or the moralweakling a man strong in theLord and
in the power of His might, the greedy man may
have become generous, the hard man tender, the
proud man humble; bnt though changed ahnost
out of recognition he says, "It is I myself."
The stream has flowed throng^ nhftnging scenes,
with changing volume; its colour and many of its
properties may have been changed by the soils
which its current has absorbed and the tributaries
it has received; bnt it is the same continuous
atream. So shall it be in the last, greatest
change, when the stream of life sinks out of sight
in the Valley of the Shadow and emerges on the
other side of the great mountains. That is why
that change is called Resurrection. The new life
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liVBB. Here J- *i.,
""^ nearti and out of onr

They «« theSL^ni? "' "-nmetion.

them to be LS^^S ^?". ^-t "uAe.

the Divine IJfrJSr^^^**^""^ viotoiy of
truth over falsdiool A^JTk^ '"''* '^«' h«ti^

that can bearSe W.-^ "" " '"' "ther hop.
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to cannon, for which bo fearful a price ia being

ita doada and ahadowa aboat our patt. Wanever imagined that it would be like thia. We
touted m God, aa still we tmat and ahall con-tone to tmat. We hoped that He would nuJtoDa« HiB arm and intervene on behalf of the right:and He has intervened, I believe He haa, Miia"dagauL But He haa not intervened inthe
wa7we«q,eoted. We hoped for an interventwn
ttat wonU have saved us from vast sacrifice.

»?*^5!"f°***^®'^'''^«y- Theserv«itmuat not be above his Lord. It was by the^«y

J* £™" "^ ^""'O" ">d then the Eewr-
rection y. Christ came to His victory and k^^
tZL^^ hopeaand prayers and efforts nZt
:S *^i**P^ °"^ '^ ^^^ ''<»P«» "»d prayersMd eflorta rf men and women who are prepared
to bewtte burden, to tread the way of thTcroK^

«1?V '^IfW Him who is invisible and togo Witt ttm all the way. A^ when for the
tune things are going none too weD, and the end
ia not yet m sight, we have to steady ourselves, to
took calmly without being staggered by theW
^T^ *^ ?^ ™*""*'"*- ^^ brethren, thereia
nothing that can so strengthen and cahn ua aa totaow that, come what may and come what willBejwes. Yes, Christ is being orudfled in tte^ anew; «d it is ours to take up our cross
after Him and suffer aa He did for the right
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ffwwhnum «aid a Ifttle timenw^'m.,^^ ^
to the enemy ia in a .ni^T. • .

™"«rtion

oivilianTBn?w^if«w ••^^"'^ " » «»"•^ out we are not Kouur to be nauSm:.^

- »»«--i—
ii -It-nmnrriniii..
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Oot nibject this evenjiig is one the bearing of
which U not generally weU nndentood; and itmay help to clarify yonr ideas abont it, if I teU
yon how my own have changed.
At one time I was much perplexed regarding

tte BerarreotiOT, of Chrirt. I did not ditbeMeve
tfte fact; but I failed to nnderataad why St Panl
ahoold make the whole tnutworthinew of the
Chrutian Gospel torn npon it, aaserting so pas-
nonately that, if Christ be not risijii, onr fidtt
is TMD Mjd we are yet in sins. I believed, or
thonc^t I believed, in the immortality of the
BOTl; and I reasoned that if the sonl is immortal,
Chnst of coarse is immortal; and if we are as-
sured that CShrist Uvea in the spirit, onr Savionr
and King, what, I asked myself, was the snpiwue
need of His bodUy resnrrectiont It mi^t be
valnable, in the oironmstances even necessary, as
an evidence of ffis survival after death; but how
oonld it be so central for Christian faith as the

n
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New TMtament vrtrywiun makM itf T f«m.4
that th» Kaw T-rf—.!_* ™«"» KT 1 zonod

f^Ohri.* J
T^°"* "verywhere tesehei thattor arirt, „d for n. too, the entrance to a bSl

JSi.o?'' ^ 'f^ ^"^ reenrreetion; tat I

Zllli^' "',®"* netaphyrio. which hu•««*o» bwn grafted npon ChrietiaBttSog?What the Bible teache. is the immortdSfc? S

WW ha* created for a hnmaa "self" l. «A*ikiZ
or «>nl, but body and .rS viW Joi"*^and sonl are correlative ideas: the om aWimpMe. the other. To think of .

'wHTS
M, 1^" *«"^ o' the ronl who«. body Uia^My body « the body of my .onl, and m/Ioili^«»d <rf my body. I am not two SSa^ bnl

^ " "«
'"Wf <rf -i- » dwth for the w!S

So'oJS^T '''i'?"'^ Eternal life, the gift

-thLb^^ *^*^ " ^' '»' «>• ''hole ian—tne bo<fy becomes a temple of the Holv Ghont-
«^ the final salvation i.'^the ZS^^ti«^^ymg of the whole man, sonl and bod/nnto

S!t^'^i.-v..***"*'
"'•'• ^ I venture to «ythat this Biblical doctrine is the pnlyTnTthS
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pwridag a raOoiaBt baaia for a oomplatoly mond
view of hmnaa life; Mid that it ia in full agree-
ment with the iindingB of modem phydology and
ixyoliology, revealing aa they do how intimately
mental and moral life is bonnd np with the bodily
organiam, how aonl and body aot and react upon
one another in a hundred marrelloua waya.
Buekin goea very far, but he ie probably ri^t,
when he layi that it ia impoariile to have a per-
feet soul in an imperfect body or to have a per-
feet body without a perfect aouL
Kie teaching of the New Testament on this

subject is given in its fullest form by St Paul in
this chapter. Let ns consider what that teach-
ing ia.

In the first place, however, one is compelled to
point out what it is not The traditional idea,
perhaps it may still be called the popular idea,
of resnrrection is that the body of the future is
just the body of the present, the body which is
laid in the tomb, raised np and reanimated, com-
posed still of the same material partides. And
that, no doubt, was the primitive theory. That
theory is tangbt in some of the Jewish Apocalyp-
tic writings and the Tahnud; it was taught by
some of the Fathers of the Church and the
Sohoobnen of the middle ages, and from them it
has come down into the traditional beliefs of
Christendom. But it is here explicitly set aside
and rejected by St PanL "Thou Pool," he says,
"thou sowest not that body which shall be." It



n TBI HOra OF OUB OILLINO

i« ftpimSty inqpoMlbb. As vvwy om .^w.
th* materiml putielM of wbioh a kmum bodr b
bnilt «p MOBwr or later return to tha natural-
•lemanto, and mutt in tha aonraa of agaa antor
into tha oompoaition of many hmnan bodtta.
Ton cannot, indaad, attempt to imagina a latnr^
reetim of that lort without plnngiag into deptha
of groteiqne abauditr. It ia m eridant, too^
that any body like the preaent material bodr
wonid be wholly nnfltted for the hi^ier forma of
life in the Heavenly World. It wonM be aa if
the fledged hii^ whoM winga are ready for ioar-
ing skyward were doomed itiD to Kve within its
ahell, or the bntterfl/ made for the ranihine and
the flowen were itiU to be oonflnad with the
ooffln of its gmbhood.
But if the body of the fatnre is not materially

identical with the body of the present, two qoes-
tions arise: What is its natoreT and how is it re-
lated to the presoit bodyt Aatoitaphysioaleon.
stitntion St Paul has nothing to say exeept that it
is not of flesh and blood. Yet sinee it is a body,
having form and ooonpying spaoe, it seems neees-
sary to believe that it has a material snbsistenoe
of some kind. Now the oonqwsition of matter
is the great problem with which science is at
present wrestling, and regarding idiieh it some-
times seems to be on the verge of great diseov-
eries. And scimtiste are agreed that the physi-
cal raiverse is filled throng^ont with a material
substance of a far subtler kind than our senses
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t*w oogniime. of, whiflh tli«y «U1 «th«. It 1«

^ iM«M of .ther tlat light travel.. It Omo-

•0 Oat a body oompoMd of thia athenal nh-
•Uaoe wonld paai throagli a atone-wall without
mittaaM, and would glide through epaoe nth

tt*t the "qriritnal" body i. oompowd of t! ..

I am not even making the nggeetion-l.t 10 .nocmy away that idea. I am only offt-,r < au
Utaabrabon of the poiaibility that ther« may 1^

fvT?' "^ ^ *' ^^^' St Panl, <•/ the f,ct
ttat there la a body whioh we oaa never sep rUh
thMe eyee, nor tonoh with these handa, nor per
oeive I7 any of oar present srnses.
What powers of sensation and action it may

have there is nothing to teU ns; but we may rea-
•onably beUeve that they will far exceed thosewenow possess. Wo have only our five 8en«»,
«ify the«> five windows of the soul ilirou^ whioh
we oaa know anything of God's universe. Be-
y<md that it is to ns a sealed book. We know,
however, that the book obtains pages we have
never read. We know that there are sounds of
such a pitch that no human ear can detect them
but to which some of the lower unininiH are sensi-
tive; and that there are rays of li^t and shades
of colour no human eye can see. It is not a pure
guess to say that the physical universe has other
phenomena as real as lij^t or heat or sound,
which are unknown to us simply because we have
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not orgaui of unsation oorreipondiiig to them.
And it is loftroely a men gneu to say that our
hoQse whioh ia from Heaven will have many mor4
windows to it than the earthly honae of this taber^
naole. What new beauties may not disclose them-
selves to the poet and the artist, what undreamt
of sciences to the thinker, what new powers to
the man of aotiont

But all that is speenlation, though it is intel-

ligent speculation. Let us follow St. Paul All
he attempts is to point out certain leading fea-
tures in which our Besurreotion body necessarily
differs from the present body, and by which it ia

fitted to be the organ" of a perfected human life.

The one, he says, is "sown in corruption"; the
other is "raised in incormption." Let us dwell
for a minute on that word "sown." I suppose
that, through the constant reading of this pass-
age as part of the Burial Service, we tal-e this

word as referring to the literal burying of the
body in the earth. But the Apostle's meaning, I
feel sure, is far wider than that We bury what
is dead, but we sow what is living. "That which
thou Bowest is not quickened except it die."
What St. Paul means is that the present life is

the seedtime for the body no less than for the
BouL The "sowing" of tiie body does not begin
at death. It is finished then; but all the time
we are here we are sowing the seed of the body
which shall be ours forever. And it is sown in

corruption. One of the first facts about our
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body :present

jeot oontintially to waste and decay. We die
daily. Every movement of hand and foot, every
beat of the heart, means waste, and it is only by
a process of constant irenewal and repair that
the body oontinnes in health and vigour. Hence
the necessity of onr bodily appetites. And we
know how prolific a sonrce of temptation these
imperions cravings of the oormptible body are,

how they tempt to sins of the flesh, and how all

men, rich and poor alike, are apt to be tyrannized
by the thought, What shall we eatt What shall

we drink and wherewithal shall we be dothedf
We know, too, how this tempts continually to dis-

trust of God, and to envy, covetousness and in-

justice towards onr fellowmen. One can scarcely

conceive what would be the emancipation of being
delivered from all fear of want, sickness or death,

all anxiety about a livelihood for ourselves and
those dependent upon us, all the cares and tempta-
tions arising from the necessities of the cor-

ruptible body. But if now we fight the good
fight against those temptations, this very thing
shall be onr reward. We shall be clothed again
with a body which is incorruptible, in which
therefore there are no clamorous, overbearing
physical appetites, nor any of the manifold temp-
tations of flesh and blood. That fight won here
will never have to be fought again. Then the
apostle says of the prebent body that it is sown in

dishonour. It is what he elsewhere describes as
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thia "body of our huniliation." It is of the

earth, earOiy; and its frailties, its aihnents, and
sometimes its defaoemonts and deformities, are
the canse of much snffering and hmniliation.

Many thin^ in this world Lave suffered beoanse
of sin; but except the hnnian sonl nothing has
suffered so terribly as the human body. We can-

not tell what even this corruptible body might
be, had we and our forefathers never violated

its sanctity and impaired its beauty and weakened
its vital powers by sin: But its day of compen-
sation is coming. Its redemption draweth nigh.

It will be raised in glory.

Further, the present body is characterised by
weakness. We cannot do what we would. La-
bour is toilsome, even the labour we love, and
cannot continue long without cessation. Thought
wears out our energies; exertion exhausts our
vig^our; and in the moments when we are most
eager to press forward the weak body cries out in

protest "Thus far and no farther." It is sown
in weakness, but again, if we use its feeble

powers to do the will of God, it will be raised in

power. "If I could only go as I am now,"
Darwin said eoce, "If I could have my head
s^y years old and my body twenty-five, I could
do something." Earth cannot grant such a boon,

bat Heaven will. The body will be no longer the

weak partner but the seul's perfect instrument;

BO kager newling to have its inertia whipped and
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qwrnd into action, it will be the soal's ontiriog
lidpnieet. It will be raised in power.
But the arowniiig dietinetion is that it will be

TUMed A spiritual bodtf. That which we now have
ia a natural or sensnona body. It links ns with
the lower creation rather than with the higher.
Its pleasures and pains are those of sense. Its
siOiere is that of earthly things. It is true that
this natural body is influenced by the spiritual
life; but it is so only in a limited degree. Its
'.ealtii or sickness, vigour or debility, pleasure or
pain, is determined far more by physical than
by spiritual conditions. A violent toothache
%iU hinder a good man in his work or his prayers
as much as a criminal in his crimes, and the most
black-hearted villain may enjoy more robust
health than the most saintiy Christian. But the
body of the Besurrection will be a spiritual body.
Not that it will be bereft of senses, but its form-
ative principle will be the spirit, that element in
our nature which is most akin to the Divine.
Here the body is healthy or sickly, comely or un-
comely, according to the physical vitality that
animates it Here great souls, like St. Paul, may
be in bodily presence weak, while small souls may
be dotiied in superb physique; pure souls may
dwell in diseased and corrupted frames, while
leprous souls may inhabit spotless flesh and moral
deformity be asBooiated with physical charm.
But hereafter the outward man will take the
mould of the inward; the body wiU perfectly
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TcpfMeat aad tmboiy the oharaoter, parity in ita

lustre, wMam a^d faith in their dignity of
taiiire, lewe in its heavenly glory.

Aad jttm I pus to my last p<»nt, on which
rests the praetiesl bearing of this whole siritjeet.

This body of the future, whiefa is so marvdIoiMty
different from that of the present, is nevertbe-

less itaUy rekted to it It has what we call an
organic otmneetion with it. And this St. Paul
illustrates by his famous analogy of the seed sown
in the earth and the fruit or flower that springs

from it. Too plant a bulb and by-and-by you find

a lovely and fragrant lily; an aeom, and on the

spot Awe will stand a hundred years hence a
stately aak. What can be more unlike thaa a
b«R> and a lUy, an acorn and an oak, a grub and
a batteriy, an egg and a Inrdt Apart from
attaal experience, who would deem it possible

that the same life should assume forms so dis-

similart Yet Nature is one vast magasne of

examples of this universal law. So, s^s the

Apostle, is the ressrreetimi from the dead, the

transformation of the body that now is into that

wUefa is to come. TbtA transformation we have
neipcr yet witnessed. Hereafter it may aeem as

Mitvral as the germination of a seed ; but now

—

can the bird in the e^ foresee what it is to have

—

wings and soi^T Can the coarse and imnghtly
bulb imagiiio the fragrant taad ethereal flownrT

As little can we im&fpne whax it will be tat tins

aorruptible to pot an iniwtiuptiim, for Urn body
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of our humiliation to be faafai<nied into the like-
ness of Christ's Olorions Body.
We cannot imagine it as a process; bat we oan

see tile praetioal significance of it as a fact. It
is this, that whatever a man soweth that shall he
also reap, and that this life is seedtime for the
body as well as for the soul. As now we are
sowing the seeds of the character \diieh in its full
development will be onrs in eternity, so we are
sowing the seeds of that body also whidi shall
be its outward counterpart and yokefellow.
Brethren, I believe that we are growing our spir-
itual body all the time; every act of our present
life is inexorably linked with its future. There
are, I believe, certain plain facts of experience
which are a |Mx^ecy, one might even say an
•M»«st awl a keginning of the resurrection of
the body. W« all know, or ought to know, how
the state <rf the nind affects the well-being of the
body. We k»ow how the spirit within stamps
itself upon ite leA, aed sHMNsially on the oonn-
tsaanee. Have yo« newr oauj^ a glimpse of
the spiritual body «v«i hare? Have you never
seen faees, the faee periups <rf a grey-haired,
wriidded old man or wioiaB, or of a pallid inva^
lid, made beautiful by the beautiful life behind itt
Have you never seen faces that shine with good-
ness, faoes made pure by purity ot heartt Have
you ne*er seen the strength and nobility which
sit upon the cnsnawnanoe when herme resolve and
lu^ endeavour fill the soul; the dig^ty and



Wraty vUdi yatiMirt arfTwrkig |ifw; wbow
idiea aoDM •troaf tide of (be spiiit ia iwaeiMBg

throni^ a mu'f h*ui(r> >t cKen tka fashion of

Us oonaUnaaoe, sad seems to dilato kk tsit

fona and figure aad make the weiftest as am angel

of Oodf These are familiar faets, and thejr are

of far-reaofaing signiflcanoe. They show the

moulding power of spirit over mstter. They a»
a prophei^, and so far as they go, a heginning of

the final tranaflgoration b^ which the image of

the earthly shall he changed into the image of

the heavenly. The resurrection <rf the body be-

gins in na now aa truly as the regeneration of the

souL They are parts of the same Divine re-

demptive process. Li^p is a unity here and here-

after, and we know not in what mysterious ways we

are preparing for ourselves, or rather in our-

aelvea, the body aa well as the soul tiiat shall be

oura hereafter.

I ask you to think sflriously of this :—a spiritual

body, a body which completely corresponds to

your spirit and oharactsr. Think what would be

seen in thia world, if it were ao now. If blind-

ness of soul, if undeanneM of heart, if the fevers

of passion, and the swelliBg tumors of vMity, and

the cancers of hate, prtninced their counterparts

in the outward man, how many now seen in health

and comeliness would assume forms from which

the eye would tnm with instinctive loathing.

krtA the splendid transformations we should be-

hold! What dignity of sUture, what athletio
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fom raddenly «oqni«| How dionU the uZtov~ « h«^«nd the deaf hear, wid the .t«».menag tongue be endowed with moving eloqnenoe IHow nay wa^ed with «i«kne..^p^Tw«H.y enfeebled and withered with aJTwouM
tt«i new life and vigour ooureing through their

iTSifiT "^ f'^T^ ^ "•"' eountenanoel

And both ehaU be what our faith in Christ or our
no-faith, what our thoughta, words and deeda,
whefter inspired by the Spirit of Christ or by
the hist of the flesh, the lust of the eye and thepnde of life, are now making them. Christ be-giM with what is inmost Human reformers be-m with the outside of things, the body, the house,
the material environmeni Christ irst carries
pnii^ and health to the heart, and works outward
to the body and its surroundings. But these
mil be leaofaed in due time. Is Chrirt making«r hearts like His owbT Then He will by-and-
by make our bodies like His own. Is He
iag our spirit nowt Then smu He will i

Aings new.









VI

ttiiwAMM...
Jxnataan to Oom

OoiMUa* »:l(fc
^ »»•«« h b* good ar tad."—

|

Sf iSt Wi^"? " !^« ««" <" thi. world'.

flond«J7 ^^ mportanoe eas attach to onr

St J2S? "!"'.'*• '^ that p«wth «Swat eometh not a8mm"t Th« anaJirT. v

^ life aBd deatby are not a SuTSg, tSr

"ere, not here, not in the grave hnt before theJ^Jment^ of God. the dranm of hmTlS!tory la brongfat to its doae.
^^

^tte New Teatament this i. described in thel««n-««» of apooalyptio symbftsm. It is pk!





Miaocorv inounioN tist chaut

(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No. 2)

II

1.0

1
I.I

^ 1^ -2.2

» |» l||2.0

llll^
USi

III

'-25
III ii lilllll^^ 1

J APPLIED IIVHGE Inc

J
^=r 1653 East

=^S (716) «2
-^= (716) 298

Main Street

Ne- York 14609 US*
- 0300 - Phone
- 5989 - Fq.



90 THE HOPE OF OUB CALLmG

tnred as the Grand Assize. There is the yision

of a Great White Throne, before which are

gathered all nations, the mUlions of millions who
have lived npon the earth, all standing on a com-

mon level before the presence of One who sees

through the whole life and character of every; in-

dividual sonl; and we read of books that are

opened and of men being judged according to

what is recorded therein. All this is plainly a

symbolic clothing of spiritual realities with the

familiar forms and proceedings of earthly courts

of justice. It is a sublime picture which we must

endeavour to interpret,,

To think of Judgment as only an event of the

future, to regard it only as a single crisis, is to

take a superficial view. Christ's judgment seat

is always set up in this world. If there has ever

been in human history a day of judgment, that

in which we are now living is such a day. Christ

is bringing many hidden realities and unrealities

to light. He is judging Christendom, shewing up

the paganism that was overlaid with only a thin

veneer of Christianity. He is bringing out the

latent evil that was in the world, a subterranean

fire that has only erupted and broken loose in the

war. He is bringing out, too, the good much of

which lay dormant, the faith, the loyalty and

heroism, the power of self-sacrifice to the utter-

most And He is judging us as a nation, trying

us in these anxious days as silver is tried, to

prove whether we have tiie fortitude and courage
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which only rise with danger, the reBolntion wWch
1^ Z * nf^** by difficulty, the quaUties of
80U1 that wiU fit us to be His chosen weapon
agamst the forces of iniquity. Christ's judg-ment seat « always here. It is largely true,though by no means wholly true, that the "his-tory of the world is the judgment of the world "
It 18 true also that the judgment seat is set upm every man's life. Everything we do cair^Jw^th It Its own retribution. Whether it be goodor bad, hfe w its own judgment. It records it-

f^?r° '!r^- J^' ^'^' «>« ^"' the Bluggard.
the hero the philanthropist, the saint, hf who

e^." ?f'J'^
""'^ ^' ^^o «»-« t» the spirit!each finds the reward of what he has done in

fl«* r !*• 1°'^ ^"""^ ™*"' have written the
flrst^chapter of your Uves, and what you now are

uL^ft ""a f *^\«^Pt« i« God's judgment

Tfw\ ^\^'"' «^° ^^^ ^"««° the second orthe third chapter-God's verdict upon these is that
ttiey have made yon what you are. There needsno recordmg angel; life is its own recorder,^ere needs no Book of Judgment written inHeaven; you yourself are that booL The «shar-
acters m whidi it is written may be iUegible, atbest they are but faintly legible, to our d^ e^es;
but could we read them as God reads them we
should see that the solemnities of Eternity enfoldns as closely now as ever they wiU do, that life
squares accounts with us between the rising and
settmg sun. And we must be made to see it,
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must have our eyes opened to see what we are^

and how we have hacome what we are, and why.

We must be made manifest before the judgment

seat of Christ.

The New Testament represents this as tne m-

evitable seqnel of death. And why this must

be a evident At death the first great stage of

existence is ended. It cannot then be altered.

And if thU first stage of existence is to have any

moral value, if at any rate it is to have its full

moral value, for what comes after, it must be re-

viewed and seen in the one true light, the light

of Christ. On the threshold of that other life all

self-ignorance and self-deception must end. We

roust be made manifest before the judgment seat

of Christ There the last mask of pretence wiU

be torn from the face of hypocrisy, and all up-

rightoess will be openly vindicated. Yet it is

not with the judgment of others we can be prm-

oipally concerned hereafter any more «i«i ^re.

In that light which shines from the face of Chnst

we shall first of aU and diiefly be revealed cur-

selves to ourselves.

St Paul emphasizes this result, but upon tne

process by whidi it is to be brought about he

Bheds no clear Ught It is plain, however, that

the judgment of God can become a reality only

through self-judgment, that is through memory

and consdenoe, although by what means the m-

tion of these faculties will be stimulated we do

not know and need not try to oonjeoture.
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There mnst be the awakening of Memory.
Memory, we know, is capable of strange awaken-
ings. We seem to forget vastly more than we
remember; ninety-nine per cent of the objects
that pass across the field of mental vision van-
ish into oblivion and seem to leave no trace. Yet
we know how the memory of long-forgotten ex-
periences may be suddenly startled into life. We
blow that in certain states of the mind not only
single facts but a whole region of forgotten
knowledge may emerge in memory. All that we
know of the working of memory points to the
oondnsion that we forget nothing in the sense of
not being able at some time to recaU '"

jr have
it recalled to us. As the Islets thai .,tnd the
bosom of the ocean are the moontain-peaks of
submerged continents, so our conscious recolleo-
iiona are o^y the outstanding heights of a buried
past There is no " ^ we have spoken, no
event wo have takes .-t in, no impression wo
have ever received, but has left its imprint on the
tablets of Memory; and it needs only the proper
vivifying toudi to make these faded records of
the soul glow again into distinctness. And we
may well believe that it shall be so hereafter.
We speak of a recording angel; but the true re-
cording angel is Memory. The finger of God
will touch these indestructible records of the soul
and ttey will live again. The things we have
dono in the body will come back to us, the good
thought and the evil thought, the secret prayer,
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the secret onrse, the hidden deed of love or selfigh-

ness, the temptation bravely withstood or weakly
yielded to, the kind word, the cmel word, the op-
portunity seized, and the opportunity losi Let
us not suppose that we have seen the last of any-
thing; let us not live on that supposition. So far
as is necessary to God's ends we shall see it all

again.

And we shall see so much in a new light. Judg-
ment implies not only a great awakening of Mem-
ory but a great enlightening and quickening of

Conscience. "We mpst all be made manifest be-

fore the judgment seat of Christ." What does
that meant What is it to stand before the judg-
ment seat of Christ, not figuratively but really and
spiritually f It means this at any rate, that

Christ will be the sole standard for our judgment
of ourselves and our action'^, our standard of

judgment for all things. We shall judge our-

selves and everything else by the test of likeness

or nnlikeness to Christ. That is the one real

test, yon know; and to that all things must in the

end come. Before Christ—^that is ;he one place

where all can meet on common ground. The
scholar and the ploughboy, the philosopher and
the child, the prince and the pauper, all can meet
spiritually before the cross of Christ here and
must meet before the judgment seat of Christ

hereafter. This, surely, is the essence of judg-

ment to come—all persons and all things seen,

measured and appraised according to their rela-
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tion to Christ, seen in the light of eternal truth,
seen as Christ sees them. Judgment is the mind
of Christ manifested to us and in us. Here we
live where a hundred cross lights play npon us,
in the world with its worldly maxims and stand-
ards, its little tribunals of fashion and conven-
tion and opinion; but there we are carried up
into the one true Light and are made manifest in
it. Think of itt Here is a man whose only en-
quiry about any action or any plan of his has
been, "will it be profitableT" or "will it be popu-
lar J" or "will it be agreeable and comfortable!"
who has never once all his long life asked him-
self, "will it be rightt" And there he finds him-
self where that is the only question about every-
thing; and in that light he sees himself as he is.

I do not think that anything else will be needed,
that any dramatic act of judgment will be neces-
sary. The son! will see itself and judge itself.

And here is another man who, while he is in
the world, is earnestly striving to live by a higher
law, who does not determine his conrse by asking
whether this or that will be profitable or popola?
or pleasant, but with all his stumblings and fail-

ings still lives by faith in Christ, still tries to
measure things by the standard of Christ and to
walk by His light—think what it will be for that
man when death sweeps all other presences away
and sets him with his character and his past life

in the presence of Him he has loved and tried to
follow I .Will that be terrible t Perhaps it vonld
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if Christ allowed it to be, if He made the light

to ahine ovlj or chiefly on our imperfeotiona and

'

inconsistencies. But He will not. Consdenoe
will doubtless be quickened in regard to all that

needs to be rebuked and purged away; but these

are not the main things in the soul that has set its

trust on Christ and made Him its ideal That
soul, too, will be made manifest before the judg-

ment seat of Christ; manifested in the glory and
strength of what it has really lived by and lived

for. Yon do not know. Christian, how glorious

your faith, the weakness of which you often la-

ment, will appear in that light. Yon cannot
imagine the recognition your lowly, imperfect

service will receive. One of the marvels of judg-

ment which Christ always emphasized is the

manifestation of the great principle in the com-
monplace act. Interpreted by Him the "cup of
cold water" becomes a royal gift; what you do
to "one of the least of these" a rich offering unto
€k>d. Oo on then, not letting your rig^t hand
know what your left hand doeth. Never be oheer-

less|; never grow weary in welldoing. It will

all bear fruit and its fruit will he manifested
before the judgment seat of Christ, never fully

manifested until then.

We bear the burden «nd the heat

Of the loaK daj, and wUh 'twere done;

Not till the honra of light retara

All we hare built do m diaeera.
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Manifestation, then, is the first element in

judgment. We most all be made manifest before
the judgment seat of Christ. Let ns look next at

the second element, Award: "That every one may
receive the things done in the body, according to

what he hath done, whether it be good or bad."
"The things done." Mark the emphasis on this.

The pith and marrow of the Christian religion is

that we are not saved by "things done." We are
saved by Christ Christ is the centre of the
Spiritual Universe and onr position there is de-

termined by onr relation to Him. But side by
side with this truth the New Testament, and
every writer in the New Testament, declares and
reiterates this other truth, so that we may never
forget it, thai though we are not saved, we are
judged by the "things done." There will be no
rehearsing of creeds, no investigations of our
orthodoxy, at the judgment seat of Christ. The
things done will be the only query and the only
test. The principles in the deep chambers of the

heart by which men have chosen their path, their

faith and hope and aspirations, the inner spirit

of their lives, will have their evidence in the actual

moral product. The tree is known by its fruits;

the appeal is to conduct.

Yet it is never said that God will judge our
works, but always that He will judge men ao-

oordin^ to their woi^s. And it is one thing to
pronounce judgment upon a man's works, and
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quite another to judge the man aooording to hia

works. Even we can do the one; the other we
dare not To judge an action ia usually a simple
matter. Without any hesitation we approve the

conduct of the Qood Samaritan and condemn
that of the Priest and the Levite. Empanel any
jury you please and you will get a unanimous ver-

dict. The one action is good, the other bad.
But to judge men, to measure responsibility and
desert and nicely apportion praise or blame, is

beyond us. For this we should need the power
to view another's conduct not from without but
from within; to put ourselves not only in his dr-
onmstances but, so to say, inside his skin, to *>iiti^

his thoughts, and feel the pressure of his tempta-
tions as he feels them.

Then at tk« balaiiM let's bt nnH
W6 iMTw eu tdjut It

Wbat'i don* wa ruOj ouj eoiBpiittk

Bat new iriKt'i milled.

Hunuut judgment at its best is a ron^ and
tentative aiming at justice. The judge on the
bench who sentences the felon in the dock knows
that if all men had their absolute deserts, there

are a multitude of persons who would exchange
places with the condemned criminaL The judg-
ment of Him in whom we live and move and have
our being will modify or reverse many a human
judgment
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Thn* th« tMuv of uth m diM)
Thtn the Uddra ,. inci ue tlair,

Tktn tha work o' ^« ig tiitd

Bj k Jtutar jnd(* Ihu hoe.

The inrpriBe of the final verdict ii one of the
thon^ts on which the teaching of Jesns often
dwella. "Mary that are last shall be first, and
the first last."

It is appointed nnto aU men once to die, but
after this the jadgnent. It mn»t be so. "When
we have completed this first probationary stage
of existence, it must be seen what place we are
fitted for in the next. Yes, that. I feel convinced,
is the right way to think of Divine judgment. It
is not so mnoh giving us what we deserve, as it

is giving na what we are fit for, what we have
fitted ourselves to be and to do. The servant
who has doubled his talents is promoted to be
lord over many things, because in the smaller
sphere he has fitted himself for the larger. We
have our place and our career of opportunity in
this world, and as we occupy these we are fitting

ourselves for a place and a career in the eternal
world. If yon ask what then Christ does for us,
I reply that He does everything. He does not
abrogate or alter : \e law that as a man soweth
so shall he reap; but He makes it a law u"*© sal-
vation. He gives yon the right seed to sow, and
the rig^t soil to sow it in, and the possibility of
sowing it unto lifeletemal. Sow the seed Christ
gives you, sow unto the spirit not to the flesh;
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take OhrUt into yonr hearts by faith and love
and low Christ in your Uvea by the woit of faith
and the labonr of love, then at that day He will
give yon the harvest of all yonr sowing, multi-
plied with a Divine inorease.

After death the judgment. It must be so.
ShaU I startle you if I say that it must be so for
our very salvation T How should we be fitted
to enter into the perfect life of the purified until
we have been searched and tried and made mani-
fest in the full light, of ChristT It is sometime*
believed and taught that Christians will be ex-
empt from judgment; but such a doctrine is not
to be found within the boards of the New TestA-
ment The truth is we could not afford to be
exempt; nor sincerely loving and seeking the
best could we desire to be exempt. Were we to
bepn the life to come without this we should
necessarily carry over into that life the self-
ignorance, the errors, prejudices and inconsis-
tencies that cling to us until the day of our death.
Though we have built upon the One Foundation,
we have built upon it not only gold, silver and
costly stones, but too much else of baser ma-
terial And we cannot carry our wood, hay and
stubble into that other life. Thank God for
that! We cannot desire to carry on that kind
of building there. It is a welcome thought that
all spurious and inferior elements will be, as it

were, burned out of our character by the jndg^
ment of Christ. It may be an experience not
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without pain; bnt is not this onr prayer and oar
heart's detiret—"whether by water or by fire, oh
make me clean." Dear brethren, if that is onr
desire, the judgment of Christ will be only the
crowning mercy, the finishing stroke of our re-
demption, the last cleansing, fitting ns for the
fellowship of the pure in heart and opening the
gates of heavenly life.

To snm np, judgment to come means the yer-
diet of Christ upon every man and upon every
man's character and life; it means that verdict
brought home to every man, an taking effect in
the assigning to every man of ais own place in
the eternal world. To those who have listened
to CSirist's voice here, who have committed tJ em-
selves to Him and His service, and have ; ..lie

it their ambition to be well pleasing unto Lun,
that verdict will be one of loving acquittal, nay,
of joyous welcome, and in so far as it is one of
censure it will bring with it the last word of par-
don they can ever need. There are those for
whom, doubtless, its eflScacy will have to be
realized through some beverer process. And if

there are those who have so sinned against the
light that they have killed consdenoe and put out
the eyes of the soul, so lost that they are incap-
able of knowing and obeying the truth—if there
are such, I confess that I do not see how the
Divine verdict is ever to be brought home to
them, and I do not know what God will make of
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than. It wonld Mem that even Hell odnld not
do them any good.

The only resonrce, the paramoimt clnty, is to

anticipate that day, to pnt onrselTes before the

judgment seat of Christ now while from Bjs
judgment seat we can always turn again to His
cross, to come with an honest and good heart
into the light of Christ now, confessing onr sins

and walking in the light even as He is in the

light. That is the only refuge. I came upon a
golden sentence in Plato last week, one worthy of
the Bible itself: "There is no way of escape for

an evil man except to become good." How deep,

how tme that is I O evil man, there is no refuge,

no escape for yon, but to become good. No
other. Yon may search the world and heaven
and hell, but there is no outlet for yon save
thai The hounds of God will pursue you
remorselessly until you take that way. Ton
must surrender to that necessity. Yon must
consent to beoomef good, a new creature; and
yon were best to do it now. But Plato could not
ten the evil man how to become good, to obtain

deliverance from his evil past and his evil self.

Christ not only tells yon this, He gives the de-

liverance. His pierced Hand holds out your
pardon; take it. The light of His Face will

shew you the way of life ; walk in it The power
of His Spirit will strengthen yon to win the vic-

tory; trust in it, pnt it to the proof. To all this

U my message—Let ns oome in deep sincerity t9
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Him who ia both Savionr and Judge, oonfeasing
the sms we know, aiking Him to aearoh as and
see if there be any wioked way in ns, casting on
Him the full bnrden of our soul's needs; and so
begin and continue the life which we know is
eternal life, the life in which Christ will leoognize
the fruit of His own. Then, though sun and
moon go out in darkness, His Face will be our
Everlasting Light,





VII: THE HEAVENLY WORLD
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Ths Bsatxslt Would

"A btttar aoub/, ttat ii w hwrmlj."—Habnwi iKlS.

Th« Btory is told that when Henry the Fourth
of Prance onoe asked the Duke of Alva his opinion
about some of the astronomical mysteries of the
heavens, the Dnke repUed, "Sire, I am too much
occupied on earth to have leisure to thinV of
heaven." And, as appUed not to the visible but
to the invisible heavens, the words exactly ex-
press the opinion and practice of many. We
preach much less, and think much less, about
Heaven than our fathers did, or than the CSiris-
tians of New Testament times did: but I do not
know that we are entitled to claim superiority on
that account It is true that a great deal of talk
about Heaven may be merely sentimental indul-
gence, an anodyne to iadnoe lethargic content with
a present whose evils cry aloud to be grappled
with and overcome; but as a source of spiritual
energy, as a motive to courageous action and pa-
tient endurance, I do not believe that we can afford
to neglect the hope set before us, any more than
could the saints of earlier times. If we believe

107
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in that life beyond the teU and look forw^d to

it ai the state to which we are going, we ou^^t to

think about it, and indeed we must think about

it And it is not only the prospect for onrselveB

that bids us think of it If that state is mean-

whae future to us, it is not future but presrat to

the TOst multitude of human beings who have hved

on earth. There is scarcely one of us, exeept the

very young, who have not much of their heart s

best treasure laid up there. Parents, brothers,

sisters or children, friends and companions or

our journey, are there. "We went with them to

the furthest verge of life; but they have passed

from our sight and from our calL They are not

here, they are there; and how can we but tbonk

sometimes of how it is with them there, how they

are spending the long moments of Etermtyt

•'H» »h«t badi taaai tinM fl»ag^ W»^' »«* "^ *™^'

At SrK •igl't, M the bird b« flewii!

Bnt what fair well or grow i» liagi in now,

That is to Uni unknown.

And yet u AngeU in eomo biigliter dmaa
C»ll to the eoul, when num doth deep,

80 lome etrange thought! trmeeead onr wonted tbeme%

And into gloij peep."

My subject this evening is the Heavenly World.

Do not expect, however, that I am going to at-

tempt a picture or description of that world. The

more detailed and concrete such descriptions

are the more certain are they to be merely and
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crudely fandfnl. Bye hath not aeeut ear hath
not heard. The speech even of the New Testament
on snoh a subject is neoessarily that of symbolic
imagery. We can have no safe guide to our
tooughts except the great certitudes of Christian
faith and such inferences as CShristian eroeri-
ence may enable us to draw from them.
In an earlier sermon of this series I dwelt upon

the fact that the Hfe of immortality is life^in a
bodily form

: and from this it foUows that Heaven
18 a place. However true it is that Heaven in its
essence is a spiritual state and that " 'tis Heaven
must come, not we must go," stiH as the perfectMe has Its perfect organism in the Spiritual
Body, It must also have its perfect environmentm an external sphere of being which, like that
body, corresponds to the inward character. And
this is the uniform presupposition in the New
TestauMnt With that certainty, however, our
knowledge ends. When we say that Heaven is
a place, we must remember that the word
place" may denote something of whidi our ex-

penenoe does not enable us to form any concep-
tion. We know space only of the three dimen-
sions, length, breadth and height, and we can con-
ceive no other. But it does not foUow that
there are no others. If we lived in a universe
where lines were the only magnitudes, we should
De unable to conceive of breadth : in a universe of
surfaces only we should be unable to conceive of
depth. So it is perfectly possible that space may
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have other dimenaioiu than th« three that are

known to ns, and that snoh qnestiou about

heaven aa whether it ii np or down, near or far,
~

are really meaningleai. The moat reaaonable

cnppoaitbn is that the Heavenly World ia aep-

arated and hidden from na only ly aome property

of apace of which we are ignorant

Heaven ia aome^ere and the aomewfaere may

be here aa mnoh aa it ia anywhere. The New
Teatament apeaka of it aa "that mthin the veil";

and the phraae, thongfa it ia naed in a different

line of thought, ia a anggestive one. It waa only

a veil whioh in the Jewiah Temple aeparated the

Holy of Holiea from the onter courta. So may

it be in the great Temple of the nniverae. It

ia not vaat distance but only a veil, the thinneat

of partitiona, that aeparatea na from the Heaven-

ly World. If I have any belief on the subject

it ia that that world is here though unseen, sun-

dered from UB only by the limitationa of our own

nature, the veil of flesh and blood, by whidi we

are as effectually debarred from all sense-con-

tact with it as by immeasurable space.

And since we are totally unable to perceive this

world behind the veil with any senses we possess,

it follows that we are equally unable to imagine

it in any kind of physical concreteness. We can

think of it only in a general way as the perfect

environment for the perfect life : and this even the

New Testament can help us to do only by means

of negatives. What in effect it bids ns to do ia
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to think of everything in this present world that
imposes imperfeotion and limitation upon the
Bfe of man, and then be assured that in the
Heavenly World no snoh thing is to be found.
In one great comprehensive negation which in-

dndes all others, it is said that there shaU be
no curae (my more" (Eev. xxu:3). But is there

anything in this present world, you may say,
which, except sin and apart from sin, can be oaUed
a cnrset Do not all things work together for
good to them that love GodT Yes, but to say that
they work for good is not to say that they are in
ttOTwelves good. Take pain for an instance.
Pain may be a discipline of highest value. We
know indeed that a life without suffering would
not be good for any human being. We need our
cross. But pain simply as pain, suffering as
raoh, IS undeniably a curse. In the Heavenly
World there shall be no more pain. Take War:
how much poorer the history of man would be
inthout the heroisms and magnanimities, the acts
of splendid self-devotion called forth in war.
Yet war in itself is a curse, and the clear Chris-
tian duty is to worit for its restriction and its
ulbmate aboUtion. Heaven is a world of peace.
Take labour: we know that the perpetual con-
flict with nature to which man is committed, the
necessity of winning her gifts by incessant toil,
vigilance and ingenuity, has been the making of
him; but that is not to say that stem exhausting
toil is not in itself a curse. Who could look for-
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wud to an ettnity of it without dinuyl The

HoaTmly World eunti no moh tribute. There

they rest from their labonn. We oon see thmt

Ood has plaoed us here in a world and under

eonditione which are adapted to our imperfeot

moral development. A world without pain, oon-

fliot, toil, sorrow, death, would be for us the worst

of worlds ; it would stupefy, bmtalise and destroy

us forever. But thouf^ tiie imperfect life needs

such an environment, this is not Ood's final pro-

gramme for humanity. As human charaoter im-

proves and becomes more Christlike, the out-

ward conditions of life even in this world will

doubtless be vastly changed for the better. Dis-

ease and pain will be in a large measure pre-

vented or mitigated. The story of our race will

no longer be written in war and blood. Human
toil will be abated of its severity, and poverty of

its wretchedness. Humanity is groping its way

to some more equitable and gracious social sys-

tem than that which is based on a naked antag-

onism of interests, with all its wasteful struggle.

A better time will come even here. One cannot

tell how like the Kingdom of Heaven this world

may become. Yet earth never can be Heaven.

That is certain. Never can we hope that human-

ity will here be delivered from temptation, weari-

ness, sorrow and pain, from all the limitations

and imperfections which are inherent in the pres-

ent constitution of things. For tlus, the Bible

tells us, a new heavoi and a new earth are needed.
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a new order of nature. And it tells u, too, that
radi a world doea eziit, where, the diaeipUne of
earth having done its work, it remains onljr to
bring forth its fmit nnto everlasting perfection.
That Heavenly World, God's idt i order of na-
ture, already exists (thongh not in its final oom-
pleteness); and into that world, as everything
in the New Testament teaches ns to believe, the
redeemed, pnrifled and perfected by the vision
and judgment of Christ, enter when they pass
within the veU.

In the same book of Revelation, two striking
and comprehensive symbols are used in the same
negative fashion to describe the physical perfec-
tions of the inheritance of the saints. The first

is that in the apocalyptist's vision of it "there
was no more sea." That does not appeal to ns
who go down to the sea in ships and do business
in great waters. The sea forms the roads and
bridges of our island Empire. Our poets and
artists find never-ending charm in its dianging
moods and haunting mysteries. But the Jew was
not a sailor. All through the Bible you wiU find

that the sea is a symbol of evil signifioanoe, a
symbol of perpetual unrest and unfruitful strife—"The wicked is like the troubled sea whidi can-
not rest"; a symbol of swelling pride and menao-
ing rage and hi^ sounding fury—"The fioods,

Lord, have lifted up, the floods have lifted up
their voice. The Lord on high is mightier than
the voice of many waters, yea, than the mighty
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mvw of the Ma." So mctt wo mdontaiid fh*

MTing, "there wu no more lea." The Hesveii»

ly World U one of perfect harmony. Natnre has

oeaied in any of its operation! to be antagoniatle

to "f Here life is a voyage over a tnrbnlent

ea. Changing, often advene, dronmitanoei

come rolling after each other like the nnnnmbered

billowi. We anrmonnt one only to find another

following in iU wake. We have onr calmi, too,

bnt infrequent and of short dnration. In the

throng of onr caies and the bnstle of onr Uvea

we look forward t6 a time when we shall have

overtaken the demands upon ns and be, for a

little while at feast, free from pressure; but the

hope oftenest proves illusory. There is for the

most pan the incessant call to keep the ship^s head

against the sea, "ever climbing up the climbing

wave. '
' Such is our life here. But there the toil-

worn voyager shall be done with "the weary oar,

the weary wandering fields of barren foam." He

shall drop anchor in his desired haven and go

up into the City which hath foundations. "And

there was no more sea." No more conflict with

adverse circumstance, with the severities of na-

ture. The drought that scorches, the flood ai d

the hurricane that devastate, the pestilence that

walks in darkness, the catastrophe in commerce

or the dire bereavement i- the home that in an

hour engulfs the gains of arduous years or the

joy of a life, as a richly laden vessel founders in

the deep—these have no counterpart yonder.
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"They ihall hanger no more, neither thint any
more, neither doth the ran li^t on them nor any
heat" There the peace of Qod that mles the heart
mlaa the elementa also; and natnre reflects in

nnmillied brij^tneia the love and wisdom of the

Father of Lij^tt. No more strife with nature,

and no more strife with evil. Here mij^ty waves
of opposition lift themselves np against Ood's
will and purpose. Always we seem to face tiie

onrush of some deluge—in one age of boastfnl,

loud-voiced unbelief, in another of luxury, self-

indulgence and sensuality, in another of sheer ir-

religion and spiritual dcadn»». Always there

is that sea of evil, restlesa, heaving, threatening,

striving to break in and undermine and over-

whelm. Aud God permits thin ; for it is our very
life to strive against odds, to flght the good fight

of faith. But in that better world there ir no
more this surrounding sea of evil, no jarring «nll,

no discordant note. We pray that Ood's will

may be done on earth as it is done in Heaven.
There is one will in Heaven. The noisy waves of

strife have died forever away. The Heavenly
World is- tto world of Divine peace. Natnre and
spirit are at one. "There shall be no more sea."
The Heavenly World is also a world of light

"There shall be no night there." "The City had
no need of the sun, neither of the moon to shine

m it; for the glory of Ood did lighten it and the
Lamb is the light thereof." Is this langut^e to

be taken in any literal sense or is it purely figura-
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tivet Is thk oelestial light to be oonoeiyed aa
Bpiritnal or as physical t As both, I think. Just
as in the Spiritnal Body, so in the whole consti-

tntion of the Heavenly Universe, the natural and
spiritual are interfused in a way which, of course,
we are unable to comprehend. In the New Test-
ament Heaven is always thought of as a world
of transcendent light and glory. And it is so
we must think of it, if we are to think of it at
all. Light, benign and unfading, is at least the
symbol of the atmosphere in which its life con-
tinnally moves.

"There shall be no night there." Think of some
of the implications of ihat fact Here we must
work while it is day, because the night cometh
when no man can work. For we need the pres-
sure and the call of opportunity, fleeting and irre-

deemable, the ever present sense that the night
cometh, to make us work while it is day. A
temporal state, in which the present is every mo-
ment becoming the past, and what is left undone
becomes for ever impossible, is alone suited to our
imperfect character. But there is no night, no
time-limit, in Ood's perfect world. It is to me
one of its most unimaginable features, that it is

timeless. In the perfected life we shall have
such eagemesd of delight in the service appointed
us that we shall no more need the reminder of
the westering sun or the passing hour to hasten
our steps. Life shall be without haste arising

from any external compulsions. It seems to me



THE HEAVENLY WOULD 117

ahnoBt the last and highest marie of onr fntare
perfection that we shall be fit to be set free from
this last of our taskmasters, opportunity.
Here, again, if we have diligently labonred

through the hours of light, the day is often long
enough, and night comes none too soon. Blessed
night that follows the day of toil! shadow of
God's merciful hand, hushing His wearied children
to sleep. It brings release from the yoke to man
and beast. It sets the servant free from his mas-
ter. It brings oblivion of care and sorrow and
stills for a little every throbbing heart. But there
shall be no need of night there. Try to think
what that impUes; to have always the freshness
of the morning, never to grow weary in any oc-
cupation, to have the interest in it always unflag-
ging, and the strength for it, and the enjoyment
of it, tile pulse of life always strong and bound-
ing. Such is the prize set before us, if we work
the worics of God according to our day and the
strength appointed for the day.
No night of sorrow and weeping shall be there,

no night of death. Nigtt is a pall which covers
from view much of the tragedy of life. It grants
the boon of privacy to grief. The solitude of the
midnight hour claims the tribute of tears from
many who, with aching hearts, bravely face the
world. If the story of oncf night's dying and one
night's sorrowing could be placed on canvas, it

would be a picture man could not endure to look
upon. But though weeinng endure for a ni^t,
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joy oometh in the monung. In the Heavenly

World there shall be no night; for "there shall be

no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neithelr

shall there be any more pain, for the former

things have passed away."

Such in faint and misty outline is the world be-

hind the veU, the world into which as the Fore-

rmmer Christ has gone, and into which have fol-

lowed Him generation after generation of those

who have walked by faith, into which, as the

years pass, many dear ones whom we have loved

and love still have found an entrance. Do we be-

lieve iu itt Do we really believe t Surely if any
man firmly believed that he had a chance, even a
bare chance, of winning an inheritance so entirely

incalcnlable, what would he not be ready to do or

suffer,what effort would he not sustain,what sacri-

fice would he not willingly make in order to give

himself the full benefit of that chance T There are

four classes into which men divide themselves

by their attitude towards the hope of Heaven.

I^ere are those to whom it makes no appeal, who
are so lapped about with this world's good things

that they do not desire or care to think of an-

other. For such an one, "tame in earth's pad-

dock for its prize," we must wish that, if noth-

ing else will serve, God will send some thunder-

bolt to cleave his earthly paradise in twain and
deliver his soul alive from its suffocating en-

closure. And there are those in whom it does

not kindle any ray of belief, who are not very
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haiq)y or contented in this world, bnt hope for
nothing beyond it, who jnst set their teeth to
plod along and grind throng^, knowing that the
weariest river reaches at length the sea. If any
of yon belong to that class, all that I have said
has seemed bnt an idle tale, and yon question if

I myself believe it. Well, I do believe it, because
I believe in God and Christ; and I oonld not be-

lieve in the Qod rt/ealed by Jesus Christ, if I
be eved that this world and this life represent
completely and finally our relation to the Power,
whatever it be, to which we owe our existence.

May Ood send the light of His love into your
soul that you may see also the glory of the great
hope I And there are those in whom the thought
of the Heavenly World awakens no disbelief but
Bcaroely as yet any desire or hope. It is thus
with many who truly love Christ, with, I suppose,
most young Christians. It is tme that the very
young, if we may judge by their favourite Lynms,
think much about Heaven; it makes a vivid ap-
peal to the imagination of the child. But that is

usually a passing phase; and in the experience
of young Christians the hope of the heavenly
inheritance is not as a role strongly influentiaL

But it will become so. More and more their look-

ing unto Jesus, as they run the race set before
them, will lead their eyes to rest in hope upon
the Land that is beyond the flood of time. Of
such is the fourth dass ; those in whom, amid the

conflict and the labour and the losses of the world,
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OhriBt liVM not only as the Master of the life that
BOW is but more and more as the Hope also of
the better life to come. Happiest of all are jttvk

to whom snoh words apply. For that is a hope
that maketh not ashamed, an anchor to the soul

both sore and steadfast, a hope that grows the
stronger as otiiers weaken and decay, the hope
whose progress is "Jesns in Heaven, Jesns in the

heart, Heaven in the heart, the heart in Heaven."
Perhaps nothing in ordinary homan experience

does so mnoh towards this as the experience of
bereavement As faith and love, memory and
hope, follow loved ones within the veil, they give

a new reality to thb nnseen world. While they
were with ns their presence ministered to an
earthly love; now they beckon ns onward to a
better country, that is, an heavenly; they invite

ns to set Christ and His Heaven before ns as onr
aim, nntil for ns, too, the day come, as come it

yriH, irtien onr warfare shall be aooon^lished.

Jam is nenr bring at

To Uiat dsu land of not,

Wbo art with Ood the Fnthor

And Spit '. erer blott
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"Aad Ui nnruto diall mm Urn. And th<7 dun ne Ut Hat
(nd Ui name dull be on tlidr forabwdi."—B«Tel*tion xxU:8, 4.

Ik the last sermon of this series I endeavonred
to bring into view the glimpses which the New
Testament offers ns of the Heavenly World. A
still higher theme now claims oar thought—the

Heavenly Life. There must be conditions of that

life by which it stands in complete contrast to

life as we know it and which in onr present statel

we cannot hope to comprehend. For example,

its everlastingness. When we try to contemplate

eternity we can thing of it only from our ex-

perience of time, yet we know that from the con-

ception of time we can never reach the concep-

tion of eternity. To comprehend a life which is

not transient yet is not stationary, in which there

is movement and fulness of activity, is not pos-

sible nnder onr present limitations. But no such
metaphysical problems are raised by the ideas

of the Heavenly Life which are prominent in the

New Testament These are all derived from
Christian experience, both by similarity and by

138
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;i:i.;

oontrut They point forward to a life iHiioh ii

the same and yet not the same as life is now, in
whioh there is nothing essentially new, hnt in
which every element of experience is heightened'
and perfected, filled unto all the fnlness of Ood.
And that Divine fulness will be as little subject to
any law of nniformity there as here. There may
be wide diversity in the conceptions we form of
the perfect life and none the less truth may be
in them alL To the imagination of childhood it

may be simply the "happy land, far, far away";
to the aspirations of youth the ideal of all truth,
beauty and goodness; to the activities of man-
hood the higher an<^ wider area for the ezerrase
of the powers that have been trained and proved
in the narrower sphere of earthly service; to the
toil-worn workman, to many a weary soul. Heaven
is first of all rest, the rest that reuj .ineth. And
the Heavenly Life will be all these, and all th*.:

every sanctified nature can crave for its fullest

satisfaction. There are many abiding-places in
the Father's house. We are made to glorify God
and to enjoy Jfi^ in many ways.
But there are certain central and essential fea-

tures of that life as it is revealed to us. Let us
think about these. And first there are the cor-
relative ideas of Service and Best. Heaven is

rest. And what is sweeter than restt When
the task to which one has braced his energies is

finished and wearied frame and strained nerve
are bathed in repose, there is no sensation of
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more unalloyed aatUfaetioii natnre can fnraiih.

And it U a tonohing confeision of what life ia, of
the wei^t of the biirden and the severity of the

trnggle, that the dream of the fntnre which has
the deepest fascination for a multitude of minds
is that which represents it as repose, rest from
all the toil and moil, the tangle and the trou-
ble. How many tired people there are in this

world, dragging themselves through the day's
work, glad, glad when it is finished, glad too to
think sometimes that soon, not too soon for their

wishes, the long fatiguing day will be past and
the long rest begin. So single and absorbing
does this craving sometimes become that it kills

out all desire for life hereafter. On Huxley's
tomb are engraved the words: "Ood giveth his
beloved sleep; and if an endless sleep he wills 'tis

best." And James Thomson, the poet of pes-
simism, celebrates "the restful rapture of the
inviolate grave." These are transparently false

thoughts. They are self-contradictory. Extinc-
tion is not rapture. It is no more rest than it

is activity. Nothing is not something. Still I
suppose that some of us can understand the feel-

ing of that very tired woman who said that she
would not wish to go to Heaven at once, but would
like just t" be laid up in lavender f}r a thousand
years beforehand. And it may be that the many
mansions will contain such resting-places for
weary souls. But ought we not rather to believe

that all the rest of that temporary kind we need
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naj «m» to u u we dia into that other lifet
Wa take onr nigbtly ileep and rise, as we aay,
rested; the ezhauted lamp of life haa been re-
plenished. And when God gives His beloved
sleep we may be snre that they awake rested, re-
created for a fuller life on a brighter, happier
morrow. But this kind of rest is not the rest of
the Heavenly Life. That is Eternal rest, an es-
aential and constant element in the life of perfect
service. The highest idea of rest is not sleep,
idleness or inactivity of any sort; it is fuhiess
of power in happy exercise, life abundant, in-
flowing and outflowing. The spiritual nature
cannot be refreshed in any other way. Were one
to cease to think the intellect instead of becoming
brighter would rust; and unezerdsed affections
instead of receiving fresh elasticity would stiffen
into apathy. There is rest in health, in the flow
of joyful strength; there is rest to the desiring
faculties in finding the thing desired; there is

rest in the delight of congenial employment. So
it is said of the Blessed that they "rest from their
labours," and that they "rest not day nor night."
A great deal of cheap ridicule has been oast upon
the Christian conception of Heaven, as if it meant
lifelong, eternal holiday. No, there is no slug-
gard's paradise there; there are no sluggards
there. There His servants shall serve Him;
serve Him as they have done here, and also as
they have never done here. Here their service
is often in itself trivial, irksome, monotonous
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dnidgery. In what higher, more oongenUl tuka
they lerre there, when the rough apprentice-work

of earth it done, in what varioni employment! the

faeoltiea that have been polished and brought to

a keen edge here ehall there be need, we know not

But we know that

VTkat hm i* faitlifdir begim

Bten b* toBplttod, Bot nodoB*.

To luppoie that the service of the Heavenly

life is confined to the range of what we technical-

ly call " religions" is to take a qnite unwarrant-

able view. There will be places, pursuits, occu-

pations and enjoyments and interests far more
diversified, powers and possibilities and scenes

of life far more various than here. What new
extensions of knowledge and action may enrich

that greater life! What new beauties may dis-

close themselves to the eye of tho artist, to the

ear of the musician, the imagination of the poet!

What new powers to the man of action) One of

our Scottish writers tells of a student who, dying

of consumption, kept working at his Greek and
Hebrew, sure, as he said, that he would be the

better fitted for the service of Heaven. Ii, is a
thought full of comfort regarding those who are,

as it seems, prematurely snatched away from the

service of earth. That service does not end; it

goes on ; it will find in that greater world its fit-

ting sphere; it will bring forth its ripest fruits

under that brighter sun. There His servants
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MIT* Him, aaoh ia his own fuhion; and what-
••r the Mrvioe, in it thaj- And etamal rest AQ
ia aa natnral and neeaaaary aa it ia for the ann
to ahine, or for the flowera of sprinf to giro forth
their fragranoe. It wonld be labonr and inqn-Ia-

onment for tliem not to aerre. Wt can form no
tmer conception of the "Sainta' Bert" than thia,

that Hie aervanta aerve Him, beoanse their choice
haa become their ever-bleaaeid neoeasity.

But onr text bringa ns next to the very centre
of the Heavenly Life, ita vision: "His servanta
ahall aerve Him, and they shall see His Face."
So it ia written elsewhere, "We shall see Him aa
He is"; and it is our Lord'a own prayer;
"Father, I will that they also whom Thon haat
given me be with me where I am, that they may
behold my glory." These words are a great
deep, into which we can but rev«rc%;!y gaze,
which we cannot fathom. What is this vision of
Christr Of necessity it is first of all and essen-
tially spiritual The glory of Christ is a glory
of spirit, and must be spiritually discerned. It
ia not a glory of robe or crown or throne, but
the glory of infinite gc Iness, of love beyond
measure, purity and truth without stain. Ijid
we behold in ^m that glory now. Yet how im-
perfectly I How much more of the splendour of
goodness there must be in Christ than our dear-
est insight is able to take in. Think how it waa
when He walked this earth. Some passed TTiw^

by; never looked at Him; saw nothing in Him



THB HBAYBNLT UWH i»

to look at Soma Jut looked at Him, and nMnd,
and went their way. Some looked and hated.

And lome there were who, thouj^ their vieion

waa dnll and feeble, did aee in Him a glory which

drew them to Him, and received some print of

Hie ionl npon their own. And when, ai was ex-

pedient. He waa taken away from thfm ai a

bodily presence and came to them again in

ipiritnal presence, their eyes were fnrther opened

and His glory dawned on their souls with new
radiance and power. They saw that the light of

His Face was the glory of Ood. And we, too,

if onr eyes have been enlightened, behold in Him
tiiat Glory. We not only see in Him what ex-

cels all the glories of the world, we see that the

love which is in Christ is the most g^orions thing

in God, the Divinest in the Divine. And if we are

living in the light of it, we behold this more and

more. The nearer we approac'i io Christ in

character the more glorious do we see Him to be.

And yet, I say, how imperfeot and intermittent

is onr vision of Him. Christ is rather our star

than onr sun; the polestar to which we look from

time to time in order to take onr bearings rather

than the sun that floods all onr earth and sky

with its beams. But in the Heavenly life Christ

is the sun, not the star. "Thn Lamb is the light

thereof." Think what that means. Everything

is seen in its relation to Christ, in the light of His

mind and will, and in that light alone. Here also

we see in the light of Christ; in some degree we
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see onraelves and oxir deeds asd oharaoter, and
other men witb their deeds and character, in the

light of Christ. But here a hundred competing
lights play npon us to dazzle and confuse. We
are tempted to measure persons and their

achievements and qualities by the false and defec-

tive standards of the world, are tempted to pay
homage to wealth, cleverness, power, suooeas.

But there the light of Christ, like the sun when it

rises, extinguishes every false or artificial glare,

shines upon every path, penetrates character to

its most secret depths, reveals every object aa it

truly is.

Here we walk by faith only, not seeing our g^)al,

not seeing our Guide, taking all on trust. We
can but believe the truth, grasping it with the

conviction of our souls and clinging to it despite

all specious lies. But there faith will be justi-

fied by sight. Here we take the path of duty,

even when it is stem and forbidding, simply
trusting for the Master's approval liiere we
shall see the smile on His face. Here we firmly

believe that the humblest person who faithfully

fights the good fight and nses his small talent in

a narrow sphere lives a far greater life than thei

man whose gifts fill the largest space in the

world's eye but whose end and aim are self. We
hold it true; but we hold it true against appear-
ances. There there will be no conflict between
appearance and reality. All false seemings will

vanish in that life whioh moves and has its being

ill
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in eternal light. Here we are like the blind man
of Bethsaida who, when Christ touched his eyes,

saw "men as trees walking." But He will lay

His hands upon us p second time, and the cure

will be complet* . we shall 'ee "all things dear-

ly."

For in the Hiirvenly Lif ) the vision of Christ

is not spiritual only, in some celestial fashion

it is corporeal also. There faith and sense are

at one ; for inward and outward are at one. Body

is the perfect counterpart of spirit. Life has at-

tained its consummate unity. In the glorified

body, the perfect organ of the soul, we shall see

His Face. The true shall behold Him who is the

Truth. "We cannot comprehend how this shall

be. Heaven would not be heaven, if we could

now comprehend it. Here we can see the im-

press of God's hand upon His works; we can

partly see His footprints in the track of His Prov-

idence; best of all, we can read His heart in the

lifei and death of Jesus Christ. But we cannot

see His Face. That is reserved for the lumi-

nous side of death. As Plato saw, wonderfully

anticipating St Paul, we are now like men stand-

ing in the mouth of a wide cavern with their

backs towards the light, seeing only the shadows

and reflections cast by the objects that move to

and fro in the sunshine behind them. But there

we Efhall be turned from the shadows and reflec-

tions to the light itself, and shall see face to face.

Then follows the last, grandest feature of the
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Heavenly Life: perfected vision results in per-

fect likeness. "His name shall be on their fore-

beads." "We shall be like Him because we shall

see Him as He is." Again this assimilation to

Christ is, of course, essentially spiritual ; but not

spiritual only. The body, too,' shall be fashioned

into the likeness of His glorious body. We have

seen that even here the soul is to some extent the

fashioner of the body ; and that the very idea of

the spiritual body is its perfect correspondence

to the inward life. Here beauty is, as we say,

skin-deep; there it is soul-deep. The soul made
beautiful by beholding Christ makes the body

beautiful as itself, i'or

"Enrj apirit *• it is mora pn»
And bath in it the mora of hemaij lif^t,

60 it a fainr ' odj doth proenra

To habit in.

For of the soul the bodj form doth take,

For aonl ia form and doth the body i

It is of the character, therefore, we must pri-

marily think when it is said that "we shall be like

Him. " " The souls of believers are at their death

made perfect in holiness"—so says our Cateidiism.

It is an astounding thought—^that we should be

made perfect in holiness, filled in every capacity

of our being with the Spirit of Christ, absolute

goodness, perfect love.
'

' The souls of believers are

at their death made perfect in holiness." Whyt
Because the process is already begun in them here

;

because the image of God's Son is already present
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in every soul that trnsts and loves Jesus Christ

—

there in embryo, so to say, bat there in reality, in

organic completeness. "The sonls of believers

are at their death made perfect in holiness."

Howt Because their bodies have diedt No, be-

cause they see Christ. Look at a rosebud. Hid-
den away in its hard, green casket there are bril-

liant hues and sweetest fragrance. Though no
one could imagine so by looking at it, all is al-

ready there that ever will be there; and what is

needed to make the bud the paragon of loveliness

it is destined to become is that it should see the

sun. And that is all the children of God need

—

to see the Sun of Righteousness. All that is with-

in them will answer to His call Ever; half-de-

veloped lineament of holy character will gleam
forth in the light of His countenance; the whole
Christ-image in them come forth vivid and glor-

ious in every feature. It will be a wonder to our-

selves. Christian, you do not know how glorious

your faith will appear in the sunshine of Heaven.
The cross anoomplainingly borne, the work pa-
tientiy carried on for weary years without a cheer

from the world, the temptation trampled under-
foot—^these look small things; but in the day of
manifestation—a multitude of lowly souls will

learn with wonder of the greatness and the hero-
ism in things that once looked so commonplace.
"His name shall be on their foreheads."

My brethren, that Heavenly World and that

Heavenly Life are realities. They exist ; and how
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li

great an inflnenoe the thought of them ong^t to be

!

How it oiif^t to tal^e the sting out of death, and
what strength it onght to put into life I What
thanksgiving and solemn joy it onght to inspire for

those who have already attained that inunortality I

There is a beautiful legend which tells tha^ on the

night the angels oame to Bethlehem one shepherd

was detained at home tending a sick guest. The
other shepherds saw the heavenly host, heard their

song, and beheld their glory, while all the night

Shemnel sat alone by the restless sufferer. His
fellow-shepherds pitied him because he had missed

what they had seen a^d heard ; but in his patient

service he had found blessing and reward of his

own. He had missed the splendour of the angels,

and in serving he gave up his life; for the fever-

poison touched him and he died. But he had
tasted the joy of sacrifice, and his eyes saw a
greater glory than that of angels.

"He died and law the Uaeiwted,

AH hie feUowi Ured and mitad."

Thanks be to God for all who hava tasted that

,ioy of sacrifice and attained to that vision. We
live and wait. They see the Uncreated. Theirs

is the better lot, yet what heart and hope onght to

be ours, whose warfare is not yet accomplished,

who have to flj^t on. The things that are seen

are temporal I thank God for that. Often in

these tragio days, I thank God because the things

that are seen are temporaL But the thirigti that
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are rot seen are eternal. Thank Ood for that, too I

And oar present light affliction worketh out for

OS a far more exceeding, even an eternal weight
of glory, while we look not at the things that are

seen, but at the things that are not seen. Breth-
ren, bring Christ and His Heaven into yonr lives

more and more. While yon voyage over these

dark waters let your ant^or be cast within the

veiL Even while yon fight on in this stem day
of battle, be patient and steadfast, and lift np yonr
heads becanse yonr redemption draweth nigh.

We are saved by hope, and above all hope by
Christ in ns, the Hope of Glory.

Chrl>t Jesus bring ui of Hia Orace,

Bajond *11 praTera our hope ean pia^i

Om iaf to He Him fmo to taa,
One daj.
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"Te >• eooM aato monat Zton, tsd nsto the city of tlu Uriiic
God, the he«Tenl]r JeraaUam, ud to iamiiiiersbla hoati of ugali,
to the j«i.r.I .Membly ud ehnnh of the <ntbon> who *re eo-
loUed ia heaven ... and to the epbita of jort men made per-
'••t"—Hebrewi xU:2S, 24.

Iw the New Teatament picture of heaven there
is one face only which shines out in a dear light,
the face of Christ. If we are asked where Heaven
is and what it is, we can answer that it is where
Christ is, and it is what Christ is; Yet the rest
of the picture is not left in such depth of shadow
as to convey no distinct message. As we look we
begin to see, rising out of the background, the
outlines of a glorious Divine Society. Every-
where the New Testament speaks of Heaven in
terms of social life and intercourse. Most fre-
quenUy, as here in my text, its chosen symbol is
tte City—the heavenly Jerusalem, the oi^ of the
living God. In the Bible, human life begins in
the garden and under the simplest of social condi-
tions, a man and a woman living their dual life as
one. It ends in the city, the most highly developed
totm pf tbe social organism, in which men have

UD
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the largwt lumber of joint intereete and can ue
the most complex oooperation for a common end.

Let ni thiii, then, of this heavenly aooiety, taking

this aentenoe from the Epietle to the Hebrewa aa

onr guide. ., , . «

First, it speaks of angels, innumerable hosu ol

angehi. "V^e do not know much, nor do we think

much, about the angels. Bnt there are angels.

Even if the Bible did not speak of them, we might

be fairly certain that the Human Eaco is only a

fraction, perhaps only a minute fraction, of the

great family of God. There are in the Heavenly

World other sons of Ood, whose experience has

been widel? different from ours, who have never

worn tLe siirment of flesh and blood, and have

never fallen from their love and obedience. ^What

Bhall be most gladdening and stimulating in inter-

course with these elder sons of the Divine family,

what we may learn from them who have never

sinned, and what they may learn from us who have

Binned and been redeemed, we cannot well con-

ceive ; but it opens up a vista of possibilities, won-

derful though Indefinable, that in the City of Cbd

we come to iimumerable hosts of angels.

There is a second company in this great sodety,

the general assembly and church of the firstborn

whose names are enrolled in heaven, and the

spirits of just men made perfect. I do not take

time to expound these words minutely. By the

"church of the firstborn" is meant the Christian

Church; and by tiie "spirita of just men" tiie
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Minti of Old Teitament tunes now at lut made
perfect liy the death and reanrreotion of Chriet
Afld again what an illimitable thought is here I—
that great multitude, which no man can number,
of those who from the beginning until now have
been passing in ceaseless procession, and as the
ages come and go will stiU be passing, through the
valley of the shadow to brighter regions beyond.
It were idle—utterly so—to speculate as to the
mode or measure in which mutual intercourse may
be realized among all the inhabitants of that spa-
cious realm. Still it is not only justifiable but
right to think of the noble company which, if
Christ bring us thither, we shall find there—many^om it would have done us so much good to
know as they were here, and whom it wiU do us
so much more good to know as they are there, all
the best and purest of our race, the saintly char-
acters, the high spiritual intelligences, patriarchs,
prophets, apostles, martyrs, some whose story has
reached us through dim tradition, some whose
writings have inspired us to nobler Uves and
whom we have sometimes wished we could have
known in the fiesh. It is easy of course to give
fancy a free rein in such a region, to picture a
MUton redting nobler poems than Paradise Lost
to an audience "fit" and no longer "few," or to
magine oneself taking courage to question St
Paul about some passages in his Epistles that are
hard to be understood. But just one thing we
rDV be sure of, that there no member of Christ's
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Body koto any perfoetion, any real help or«^
SSfor! that <4nhe mfadatered to him by the gift

;?2.ToS;rin«nber. No mere barrier, of time

or'pLe can there limit the feUowriiip of ttoee

iho .^one in heart ; nor. what i. more importMt,

Iny of those moral barrier, which .o otimhmi^r

fiVrfeotion here, no ob.tn.oting Pr^?^""
«Iti^thy, jealon.y, or .elfwiUed impedmumt to

the commerce of mind and heart

Think of the Chri.tian Chnrch a. it i. here and

a. it will be there. No Mctarian name, orbad^
"

feeUng. in the General Assembly and Chnr^

o5 the flwtbom; no imposed op^^nrnty, and a.

Uttle any rampant nonconformity, no erectmg of

separate communions npon a scrap <>' "*=«;

So' d""*""^"^ formulation They shaU «>e

Se to eye when the Lord bringeth agam Zion.

^iSnk of onrselves. How Uttle we know of

each other here I How seldom are we seen at onr

Sst in our intercourse. How seldom do we A.r^

ourselves, and how seldom do we see others, in

the most favourable light—

W* B» viHU eUa in Tei]%

llin by M" *»• "••' ••"'

An OUT a»«P eoaummloB fiili

To winoT* th« ihtdowy term.

But there the good are always
»V?«J; ^J' "^J

the words in which St John describes the ^ren

of God here will there have perfect fulfilment,

walking in the light as He is in the hght, we shall

have fellowship one with another.



THB HSAVENLT SOCIETY 14S

So an we tonght that in the Heavenly Kingdom
Ood at lait organizes the perfect social state,

whose only law is love beoanse love is all its life.

There is no blessedness conceivable beyond this—
a society of porsons all united in perfect goodwill,

where each oonununioates himself to all and all

to each, where each seeks the joy uid good of all,

and each enjoys the juy and is enriched by the

good of all. Such a society would be the aummum
bonum, the perfect organism of the perfect life,

the Body of Christ. And such is the souety the

Spirit of Christ has begun to fashion and is slowly

building up on Earth, and which is perfected in

the fellowship of Heaven.

But when we speak of the Heavenly Sodety
there is a hope that comes closer to our hearts

than the sublime expectation of coming to in-

numerable hosts of angels or even to the spirits

of just man made perfect. These we have never

seen and have never lost. But there are those who
have left, or will some day leave, desolate places

in our own lives, who, though lost to sij^t, never

pass out of our love and our heart's memory here.

Meet the good and best of all ages 1 A far more
poignant question to most hearts is, shall we meet
again hereafter those we have loved best and who
have best loved us t See the Apostle Paul I There

is many a mother who in her heart of hearts knows
that she would a hundred times rather see the lit-

tle one taken from her arms ; many a man would

a hundred times rather clasp again the wife of hia
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yonth than oanTene irifh ilie angel GabrieL Are

these longingB and expeotationa fond and vaint

Or are they in the light of the Gospel of Qod'a

Lore solid andtrostworthyt Will death, the pass-

ing to another realm of existence, make an end of

our present personal relationships and create for

iu another and entirely new range and kind of as-

sodations, or will it immortalize and perfect all

that is perfectible and capable of perpetuation in

the loves and friendships of earth T In answer to

these questions let us consider what certainties

we have to go upon.

The first is that flegh and blood cannot inherit

the Kingdom of God, and that no relationships

which are constituted merely by.ities of flesh and

blood or by secular association can be inmiortal.

Even here such ties and assodations may outlive

their significance. Beunion is a second union,

which implies a first; and we are not united, in

any way to which the word "eternal" can be ap-

plied, by consanguinity. Union is not achieved

by the name of relative. There is no reason why,

and no means by which, relationships which

are merely or mainly physical or conventional,

whether ojf parent and child, brother and sister,

or husband and wife, should be perpetuated in

the Heavenly World, any more than those of

merchant and onstomer, or master and servant

There, we may well suppose, the ideal counterpart

of every right hum&n lelationship exists; but cer-
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tainly not the reprodnotion of it as it eziits on
earth.

Bnt when lives have become tndy part of one
another, and spirit has been knit to spirit in the

conmmnion of eternal life; where between hus-

band and wife there has been the "marriage of

true minds;" when a man has fonnd the friend

"that stieketh oloser than a brother"; when as

comrades in arms men have fon^t and suffered

and prayed together in the cause of honour and
righteousness, what shall we sayt That these re-

lationships have fulfilled their purposes on earth,

and will find no place, because they would have
no significance, in the society of Heaven; that we
shall have altogether outgrown them and left them
behind! Well, even concerning this some great

Christian teachers have doubted. Bnt the oomr
mem Ohristian heart has always recoiled, and will

always reooU, from the doubt. Who could then

say, "0 Death, where is thy stingt Orave,

where is thy Victoryt" The bereavements of
death would still contain, even for the Christian

believer, the hopeless sorrow of an eternal part-

ing, and the sad inscription over the pagan tomb,

"vale, vide, tn tetermim vale," might still serve to

utter (he despair of our hearts. If we believe that

Ood is Love, can we also believe thatt

It may be said, however, that this feeling that

the pain of separation can be solaced only by the
hope of reunion, natural as it is, is groundless:

that a perfect life hereafter is quite thinkable
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withont anoh reimion, and that indeed raoh oon-

tiniiation of the pfM^t into the fntnre might, for

aught we know, be a limitation and an impediment

to the perfect life instead of a feature of its per-

fection. Well, I do not aay that God could not

give us a Heaven, and a perfect Heaven, without

restoring to us~all that has been fairest and best

in our earthly life; but I say that the only way
by which He could do so would be by making a

complete severance between that life and this, by

virtually making us altogether different beings,

and giving us a life that should be, not the con-

aummation of the life begun here, but simply an

additional state of existence. Emphatically this

is not the Christian idea of immortality. We do

not carry into the life hereafter merely a char-

acter, a moral record and a destiny, existing in

the consciousness of God; we carry thither our

personal identity and our own consciousness of it.

That is to say tiiat one indispensable bond which

links the self hereafter to the self here is memory.

It is memory that guarantees our self-identity

throughout the earthly life: it is because we re-

member that we know our past selves to be our

present selves, the same however different And
so it must be in the hereafter. Much as we are

ignorant of concerning the life within the veil,

the Burvival of memory must be held as certain.

Without that there could be really no future

state : it would be the same as if we were anni-
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hilated and a new race of beings created in onr

stead. Without that we conld not even know our-

selves to be the sinners Christ has redeemed, nor

give to Him the praise. But if we carry memory
with us, we must carry with us onr affections and

an inextinguishable longing for those whom we
have bound to our souls by the chains of love, an
unappeasable need of them for our completest

bliss. And if it be said that this is not the ques-

tion I maintain that it is the question, the very
question. If we believe the Christian Oospel, that

Ood is Love and that it is the necessity of His
nature to do for His children all tha'^ love can

do, and that Heaven just means that at last He is

able to do this to the full, without let or hindrance,

we may be sure that Heaven will not falsify this

precious hope. Heaven may have nobler fellow-

ships than the reimion of friends long parted; but

there it is not as in this imperfect state, where

the greater good has often to be purchased at the

cost of the less. There at last dli things are ours.

It is true that there is no express teaching in

the New Testament to this effect; only, however,

because it is everywhere taken for granted.

Think, for example, of the words our Lord speaks

to His disciples in the hour of farewelL "Let not

your hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust also

in me. In my Father's house are many abiding-

places. I go to prepare a place for you, that

vbete I am there you may be also." How could



141 THB HOPB OF OUB CALUNO

Biioh words anggeat to those bri^enheaited men

that one bj one the. bonds which knit them to-

gether in tmest brotherhood wonld be forever dis-

solved, or how could they convey any other

thon^t than that in the Father's house, after all

earthly wanderings and separations, they should

at last meet again. He and they together for everl

Or take St. Paul's tender words of consolation to

the Thessalonians: "I would not have yon igno-

rant concerning those whidi have fallen asleep,

that ye sorrow not even as those who have no

hope. For, if we believe that Jesus died and rose

again, even them ako* which sleep in Jesus will

God bring with Him." These Thessalonians were

expecting the coming of the Lord very soon and

when some of their number died before that ex-

pected advent, they were sorely perplexed. They

feared that they mig^t never see thmr departed

friends again. And the Apostle repeats to them

the Master's assurance : Let not your hearts be

troubled. They shall see them again, and that

in the presence of their glorified Saviour.

"Wherefore," he says, "comfort one another

with these words." And what congregation is

there in which there is not need of this oomfortt

One needs it to-day, another to-morrow. The

Unseen is constantly opening its gates to receive

those we love; but though they pass out of reach

and out of sig^t, it id not for ever. A» Browning's

Fompilia says,



THE HEAVENLY SOCIBTT 149

hmt of atr Uftb wiaJcr-iidBt,

No woA bogm ikall n«r ponn for death.

LoTC win bo holpfnl to me nun and men
I' tht aoBliig ooom, the now puth I mat tiead.

It ia trne of course that there are some things
oonneoted vith the resumption of our relation-

ships in the Heayenly Society which we cannot
know and regarding which we can scarcely form
even a conjecture. We leave this life at all stages
of it; how does it proceed there t How do those
who have departed in the last decrepitude of age
become young againt How do the little children
grow up in the nurseries of Heaven t You re-

member the fond lament of Constance over her
boy foully done to death—

WkoB I dudl moot Urn in Um eonita of Bmtm
1 dan not know Um; thanfon nerar, narv
Shall I bahold mj pratfy Aithor moia.

But we may be well content to leave such things,

the time and the place and the manner of our
meeting again with the All-wise. If he has in-

spired in our hearts undying affections, it is be-
cause we ourselves are undying, and because love
is safe in His keeping, safe in that Father's house
to which He bids us lift our eyes.

Boaw dar, but not yat,

Somawhan, but not ben^
God Aall bj ihee aet

Jojt trom each pait jmr.
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UgU ifean m tt* oimtalu
Olan idiiiM aftn nla.

And th* long-itiai foimtaiaa

VtU np fnah agtla.

An tUngt tnw and t«ad*>

BkaU tUu tfjf Mud':,

In tin turn list's ^Igndonr

Tiber than of oU.

AaA thy ami fmgat
GMaf, tamora* and faai^-*

6onM daji bnt not yat)

Boniawhna> bat not ban.

Let not yonr hearts b^, troubled. "We shall not

need, like Joseph and Mary seeking the ChUd

Jesns, to go wandering np and down the streets

of that Jemsalem to seek onr own among its

'solemn troops and sweet societies.' If we do

not know where to find them, they will know where

to find ns." Are they not waiting for onr ooming,

waiting to receive ns into the eternal habitations t

Bnt observe that onr text says, not that we shall

come, bnt that we are already come to this

Heavenly Society, to Mount Zion and its Divine

feilowdiip. Already we belong to it and breathe

its atmosphere. There are not two families of

God's children. As Charles Wesley writes in the

snblimest of his hymns,

Ona famQr, «• dwaD in Km,
Ona Ohaieh, atwra, banaath,

Thoni^ now dividad bjr Uw atiani,

Tba narrow alraaqt of 4«a^



THB HEAVENLT S00IE1T

Om AiH^ of «M IMat SM,
Ta Bb «OM«iid «• bow;
Part of Els hort bath oMMd At Iced,

Aad part ii <n)wiag now.
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There is a world of inspiration for m in these

thong^ts. "One family, above, beneath"—then
we mnat live as members of that family ; we mnst
learn not only to speak its language bnt to live

by its spirit "Part of His host hath crossed the

flood." Yet they were onoe on this side, mentals
and sinners like onrselves. Bnt they tmsted in

Ood; they tought the good fig^t and laid hold of

eternal life; they washed their robes and tnade

them white in the blood of the Lamb. Why should
not wet "One army of the living God." They
were weak as we, bnt strengthened from on high
they came off more than conquerors. Why should
not wet When we are weary and ready to be dis-

oonraged in the long campaign, let ns listen to the

shouts of victory which come from the other side

of the stream, and be strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might One day onr warfare too

shall be accomplished.

Some of you have more closely personal ties

with the society of Heaven. Let it be the secret

manna of your hearts, that while you find life

sometimes solitary and hard, and stumble on in

your lonely way, you can give thanks that your be-

loved have reached the goal, and that God tum
iriped b/wej all tcfuv frppi tjieir e^es,
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Aad ia ttcM elotiag boon of noOme jmr mn
flun not ToioM that ipaak to mmIi of n oat of
the Stenial Worldf ' Let na liaten to them, w
they rraoiad w that it ia Ghriat itee idio (^trut

etenud meaning to thia brief, iwiftly-paaiing Ufe;

aa thejr lid and entreat na, now, if never before, to

aet eternal life before na aa our goal and Cbriat

before na ap onr vay, to be heart and aonl with
Ghriat and with all who are trying to live and
woxlt for Ohriat; ao that we may be at laat with
Him i^re He ia, and with them w^wra they »**•

And after all, aa aomebody haa aaid, "tTpataba
and downataira are not ao far apart" No, not
ao far apart^ if only Ware «K«nW«g.
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Thb qnMtion I wiah to ooiuid«r is thia: Is evil
destined to be eternal, or is there a final nnity
of aU things in Christt Existenoe, as we know
it, is not a nnity. It is ont in twain by a moral
deavage deep as the foundations of the nniverse,
the antagonism between good and eva And it is
of the essence of the Christian faith that this an-
tagonism is reaL .Moral evil is not good in the
miking. It is sin, that which absolutely on^t
not to be. But it is also of the essence of the
Christian faith that existence began in nnity.
There are religions which carry back the tragic
Mlusm into eternity, which are founded on the
belief that there is an original, self-ezistent prin-
ciple of evil as well as of good. But Christianity
entirely repnaiates this explanation of the mystery
of evil. "In the beginning God"—"Of Him and
through Him and unto Him are aU things." Par
as it has travelled and diverse as are the channels
into whidi it has streamed, all edstenoe has issued

US
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from thf Btonul Favntaia, God. Th* qioMtiaa

I pnt bofon yon ii: "WH it ntnn again to rndtyt

Ai an tho riven oomiB origiaallx from the oeaaa

and again flow into it, will all eriitwina whioh baa

liad ita ionne in Ood, in like manner retnm to

Him aa ita final goalt Or are good and evil dea-

tined to divide eternity aa they now divide timat

That ia the qneation I am putting before yon. I

know very well that the BiUe doea not olearly

anawer it, and that neither yon nor I can dog-

matically anawer it; bnt to oonaider it will, I hope,

act aome mattera of very practical importance in

a dearer light

In the fliat plaoe it ii certain that evil doea not

terminate with the present life. "There may be

Heaven, there mnat be HeO," says Bobert Brown-

ing; and thoof^ the "may be" falla short of the

tmth, the "must be" does not go beyond it

There most be heaven, beeanse the spirit that

makes heaven is here on earth. And the apirit

that makes heU is here alao. The law of God
in thia and all worlds, a law absolutely jnst and

absolntely inevitable, is tliat whatsoever a man
sows, he reaps. If a nun sows evil, the harvest

is more eviL The supreme penalty of sin is more
sin. We see how this fell sowing and reaping go

on in this life. We see how sin puts out the eyes

of the soul, destroys oonsdenoe, petrifies feeling,

extirpates the capacity for pure and noble de-

lif^ts ; tears out the very stops from the organ of

man's moral nature. Do a wrong deed, and
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tho«^ TOB Am on th* wiagi of tlM wind, TOO Mui-
aot «M^M the ptnalty. For it ii in yoomlf ; the
rawwd of thfl doad b ia what yon have bMoma.
And if wa MO tUa lowing and reaping in prooeii
her^ wo know that it moat continue hereafter.
The Chriatian conception of the fntnre life has aa
ita eaaenoe thia, that it is the continuation and final
asmpletion and fmition of the life men live now.
Beath, the tranaition from thia preaent atate with
ita material oonditiona and limitationa, will pro-
dnee many ohangea in na which we cannot compre-
hend or even picture in imagination; but one
thing it cannot do, make men radically different
tnm their former aelvea, or change the direction
in which their Uvea have been travelling. Wo
have been atudying the teaching of the New Testa-
ment aa to what the "great change" will effect on
one aide of character. It will make the good man
better; it will bring out vividly all the good that
ia in him, and act him free from aU checks and
hindrances, from all dinging imperfections and
iaoonaiatencies; it will make him wholly and for
ever what he has longed and prayed and striven
to be. And if it does this for the good man, what
ahall it do for the evil man but conduct him also
to his goalt We know too Uttle of the secrets of
the foture to be able to say what that goal is;
but over the portals of eternity this is the inscrip-
tion written: "He that is unrighteous, let him do
nnrighteoosnesB still ; and he that is filthy, let him
be made filthy still: and he that is rij^teous, let



in THE HOPS OF OUB CALLING

him do righteonmen still; and he that ia holy, let

him he made holy stilL"

Moral oontinnity, yon see—^that ia what makes

both heaven and hell. Goodness ruling at last

with absolnte onrivalled sovereignty, that ia

heaven. Evil ruling with unlimited despotism

and unbroken sway, that is what we mean, or

ought to mean, by helL And it is an appaUing

thon^t that here may be sown the seed whieh

bears its natural fruit in such a state.

But there are other reapings also from this sow-

ing. From sin one does not only reap more sin;

it is the everlasting ordinance that he shall reap

misery also, that misery which is the inescapable

result of the ^iolatiouof the laws of his own being.

If a man commits a sin, Qod does not hurl him

over a precipice or fling him iato a fiery furnace;

He leaves him to tiie natural consequences of his

own aet. If his sin is of the body, if he is a

drunkard or an opium-eater, it will make his

nerves an engine of torture and reduce his mind

to imbecility. And if the body is thus avenged,

shall not the soul with its finer sensibilities be

avenged sevenfoldt Let no man doubt the fact

of such retribution, a fact whidi is written so

plainly on the laws of life. Most thoroughly, in-

deed, I disso<nate myself from much that has been

taught and believed on this subject. There is

many a page in the writings of men whose names

are inscribed, and deservedly inscribed, in letters

of gold on the Church's roll of honour, which if I
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were to qaote to yon and were to say that thia

ia Ohriatianity, yon rni^t be tempted to become

infldela on the spot The God these men speak of,

yon might say, is to me the deriL When, for in-

stance, Jonathan Edwards speaks thns: "Yon
cannot stand an instant even before an infuriated

tiger; what then will yon do when God mshes on

yon in His wratht"—and I haye chosen a mild ex-

ample of the kind of imagery our forefathers

indulged in—we can only be thankfol that we live

in a day when God is better understood, and the

face of Christianity is no longer defiled by sneb

nnconsoions blasphemies. In the name of CShris-

tianity I repudiate any idea of retribution except

the working out of a moral necessity. "What
maketh HeavbO, that maketh HelL" And what

makes both is this, "whatsoever a man soweth,

that shall he also reap." That is the law of all

worlds. As it has been said, "Only that retribu-

tion comes which must come; and all the retribu-

tion that must oome oomeei t" And the essence of

such retribution must be that whoever turns his

back upon the life for which he is made, and which

God offers him in Christ, becomes hateful to him-

self. Against all other punishments he might lift

a defiant front; but against a self which has be-

come its own punishment there is no appeal, and

from it no eseape.

That is our first truth: evil does not terminate

with this life. Evil, impenitent and unvan-

quished, bears its fullest harvest in the life be-
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yond. The next qaestion neoessarily is—will it

ever terminatet Or is it etenialt Now I wonld
remind yon that when we speak of eternity we use
a word the content of which we do not fnlly oonK
prehend. We can say that eternity is what
transcends time; that time passes, while eternity

is that which does not pass. Bnt while the words
convey a meaning, it is a meaning we cannot
dearly grasp. We know that eternity cannot be
measured by the dock; yet unawares we begin
to measure it by the dock, even when we say that
it cannot be so measured. And, indeed, if we are
to think of eternity at all, we must think of it as
we can, as beings whose whole experience is con-
ditioned by time. 'Our question, therefore, is:

Does evil stand on the same footing as goodt Is
it everlasting, fixed and final as goodf Or may
we hold to the larger hope, that in some far-off

final consummation all evil will be overcome by
good, that, as all existence began in unity, it will

end in unity, higher and richer than that in which
it began! I shall have no dogmatio answer to
give to that question. The Bible has no dogmatis
answer. As it leaves the origin cf evil, so it

leaves the end shrouded iit mystery. All I can
do is to show where the crux of the question lies,

and to dedare to you the attitude of mind in whidi
alone I find satisfaction and rest for myself.
Now the problem is commonly stated as that of

eternal pnnishment But that statement of it is

to my mind superficial and misleading. The real
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problem is that of eternal eviL Is nn destined

to remain an indelible blot on the nnivene which

is Ghid'a creation, and on the sonle He has made
in His o\ni image t And when the question is so

stated, our instinctive answer is that as a final

result this is nnthinkable. Did not Ood create all

things out of His eternal, everflowing lovet Did
He not see the end from the beginning, and plan

with infinite wisdom the creation to which His love

gave birth t And is it conceivable that such a
Ood should plan and make a universe in the midst

of which there is to be eternally a great gnlf fixed,

in which evil, the thing He hates, which is con-

trary to His nature and will, is to have an ever-

lasting abode t And the souls He has made—has

He not said "all souls are nune"t Did He not

fordnow their character and their history; and
can we believe that He, so foreknowing, created

any to be the subjects of everlasting evil and
misery f Did He not deliver np His own Son for

us all> and promise that He should see of the

travail of His soul and be satisfiedt And can the

Chiist^eart ever be satisfied, can He who wept
over impenitent Jerusalem ever feel His work
completed so long as even one soul is left in the

thraldom of sin and in a world of woe T When we
ask such questions, it seems self-evident that but

one conclusion is morally possible. These things

cannot be; it is inconceivable that they should.

For, mariE this: eternal evil means the defeat of

eternal goodness, love and lig^t. It means the
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trimnph of evil, its Mnmph in ehaina and d*riE-

ness, but nevertiteleu its teiomph. It mevoB tiuit

Qod, being the Almis^t^, All-wise, All-loving

Father we worship throngh Jesus Ohrist, has pflr-

mitted evil to come into existoioe which is too

strong and obdnrate for all the remedial influ-

ences He can bring to bear upon it, which is able

to offer an eternal resistance to His will I feel,

and I am sure yon feel, that on this side the diffi-

oulty is insnperable.

And when we appeal to the New Testament, we
find many utterances whidi point not to s drawn
battle, but to a final and universal triumph of
good. It is written that "of Him, and throufd>

Him, and unto Him are all things." It is fore-

told that in the name of Jesus every knee shall

bow, of "things in heaven and things on earth and
things under the earth"; that by Wm Qui win
"recoccile all things unto Himself, whether they
be things on earth or things in heaven;" and that

in the "fulness of the dispensation of the times
Ood will ag^ sum up all things in Christ"; and
again that in the end "God will be all and in all,"

and I might quote other passages to a like effect

Now I am far from saying that ttese passages
contain a doctrine of universal restoration and
salvation; but it cannot be denied Hut they point
in that direction. That is what they naturally

suggest; and if they, and the whole strain of

thought in the New Testammt whidi they repm-
uent, stood alone, that is nnqnestionably the i
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in which we ihoald understand Uiem. And thia ia

to be obierved, that whenever the New Testament

writers think of the final destiny of mankind from

that point of view—from the side of God's pur-

pose, plan and sovereignty—snch is the tinge

which their utterances naturally assume.

Yes, if they stood alone, if there were no other

point of view, there would be no uncertainty ex-

cept as to the means by which final unity is to be

broui^t about—^if we had not to look at the prob-

lem from the side of man, if we had not also to

take into account what sin is, and what sin can

make of man. Sin is as antagonistic to the nature

and will of Qod first as last, and yet sin has come

into being; sin exists. Man is free; and even the

Sovereign Ood can only stand at the door of our

nature and knock. He cannot force the door with-

oat destroying the mansion; and when I ask my-

self by what means men may be turned from evil

hereafter who refuse to be turned from it here,

I find no reply. "Will sin be less mightyt Is it

ihe nature of sin to run its course like a fever and

by and by exhanst its virolenoet Bather do we

see, as I have said, that sin tends to beget more

sin, boooines more deep-seated and ineradicable,

so that in the natural course the bad man becomes

steadily worse and the godless man more godless.

There is nothing in the nature of sin that offers

any Lope. Nor oan there be another and more

powerful gospel hereafter. There is no stronger

moral influence than that of love; no vaster, purer
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tove than that which ii in CJhrirt, no greater thine
the love of Christ can do through endlesa ages
waa has been done in the saoriilce of Calvary
God has given His utmost and made His final an-
P«al in His omoifled Christ There can be no
better Gospel It were high treason to Christ to
permit the fanoy.

It mey be said, however, that the retribations
of flie future will have a powerful influence in
leading men to repentance. I admit the possibU-
i^, but not the necessity. "When men sin because
they know not what they do, because they fail to
reahM that what they do to others is so far from
what they would that others should do to them,
retribution in the • strictest sense of the word
may wonderfully open their eyes. It mi^t, one
miaginea and hopes, be appUed to the German
prople and their rulers with a very wholesome
effect. When there is anything of a right spirit
within, suffering often is an instrument of mar-
vellouB efiBcaoy for its awakening and develop-
ment But so far as I know anything of humanMe I deny that suffering is ever in itself a power
to make any one moraUy. better. It acts on men
according to their nature. It makes them more
sympathetic or more selfish, patient or impatient,
according to what they are. It brings the godly
man nearer to God, and it confirms the atheist in
his atheism. There is no inherent efficacy in suf-
fering to produce a moral change and turn a man's
mnermost self from evil to good.
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And finally I ask, win the grace of (3od, fhe
power of good to overoome evil, the power of
Ood'8 loying Holjr Spirit, be stronger hereafter

than heret That cannot be. Men speak of a
"second chance." Will there be a second chance

t

Tea, and a third chance, and a thonsand chances.

Of that I am snre as that I stand here; and I do
not comprehend how any one who believes in the

Ood of Christianity can donbt that, if hereafter

any sonl should yield and repent, then even in the

outer darkness he will see the light of Qod's Face,

win find a knocker left for him on the door of

mercy. It is of the essence of the Christian Gos-

pel that the one and only condition of forgiveness

is repentance. That condition is universal It

does not lapse with time. It cannot hold good in

one world and not in another. God does not

dumge His nature; and Eternal Fatherhood can

never cast out the penitent. The question is not

as to the opportunity of repentance either now or

hereafter, but only as to its possibUity. And what
reason is there to exclude that possibility here-

after f Many depart this life regarding whom it

cannot be said that they have reached any fixity

of diaracter for good or evil. Who can tell, in-,

deed, when or how fixity of character for evil is

reached t The very pitii of our Gospel message
is that we are not to regard it as reached by any
one in this life. It bids us despair of no man, but

hopefuUy caQ aU to repentance: for "while the

lamp holds on to bum, the greatest sinner may
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ntnn." And irim doM th« lamp of Uf• eaua to
buRit If to-nJ^t oo my way homo I if«n to bo
mn omr hy an MttomoUle ud killad, mrOy the
lamp of 117 life would not be eztiagiiished. The
"lamp" ia not the fleettoff breath, bnt the ioiil,

the oonaoiona moral peraonality. Ami there ia
no reaaon in the nature of the aonl why the fast
of phyiieal death ahonid of itaelf anddenly pro-
dnee an irredeemable fixity of oharaater, and aeal
moral destiny for ever. And if there ia no reaaon
in the nature of the aonl, be aasnred, brethren,
that there is no reason in the natnre of Ood. If
the prodigal's famine of happiness does not eome
to him here bnt her^jafter, and if then he oomea
to himself, onr ^ole Ohiistian faith bids ns be
anre that he will find the Father's embraoe aronnd
him.

Yet thia does not carry ns all the way to a <»m1

nnity. If phyaiaal death does not fix aa little

does it nnfiz oharaoter. The eonstant tenden^,
as we everywhere see, is toward flzity; and if

there are tluMe who oan resist God to the last in
thia life, what reason is there to believe fliat in
another life, where they reap in greater fixity of
eharaeter the fmit of their sowing here, they will
not be capable of resisting Hun for evert I mnst
confess that on thia side also we are met by a
aolid wall throni^ which no issne into a final miity
is visible. And, fnrther, it is on this side of tiie

matter th;><: the Gospel throws the fnll weij^t of
Its testin><Hi^ and of its pleadings and warnings.



IS will BTIBNALt 167

It ^eaki of imoMdiaU* Iom, of a grast golf

lixad, of a "too ]ate," of aa aoeeptod tima ai^ a
day of nlration whidb ii now, of a Bi^rit lent to

ooiiviot the worU of tin, of ri^teouowu and of
jndgmeot, whose word ia only of a "to^Uiy" in

which He ealla men not to harden their Iwartt. If

on the one hand the New Testament speaks some-
times of a aniveraal Kingdom of God and a com-
plete trinmph of leconotling love, not onee, on the

other hand, does it shed any ray of li^^t npon the

fntnre of the impenitent sinner. It sets the pres-

ent before ns aa the crisis of onr fate, and j^ves aa
"aspect of finality to the spiritoal dioioes of this

life."

To snm np, the question of eternal evil raises in

its neatest form, and carries to its last issne, the

insoluble antimony of the sovereignty of Ood and
the free wiU of man. All oomes ba<& to this.

The nerve of the problem is here. On the one

hand the Scriptnres reveal to ns a Ood whose lov-

ing pnrpo^e is afanii^ty and sovereign, who can

open the heart that seems trebly looked and barred

against good, who can "persuade and enable"
the most sinful to turn unto Him; and our own
faith and experience atBrm the truth of thiiB. On
the other hand, scripture and experience assure us

equally of onr own freedom, of a boundless power
of ohoosing evU rather than good. And if the

B3)le does not reconcile, or attempt to reconcile,

these gTMt truths, you and I cannot

for myself I r^raip from dogmatism. I oao-
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aotdooOttwiM. I du« m HtOt day Oirt «hssnM of God win Bt b9t trinnpli ovw «n cvfl m
I dm aOm that Hm win efnan my not offer
tchanOkuimkUaet. To pronooiio. oon-
M«tly upon what dian U thnmglMmt the «ter.
nities, th* agM of agw of God's mending life,
during ^lioh alao the eonl of man ie to ezitt—
ell, I marrel at thoee who imagine thenuelree
aUe to do that
I have set before yon the diOenltiea of the

problem, not the Mhition. But for myMlf I find
«» refnge in sU theae peipIezitieB; and to it I
wonM direct yon a]«o. That lefnge ia CJhriat.
"He ahaU aee (tf the travail of Hia aonl and be
••ttilied." For me that ia enon^; it is ererr.
fl^. He win be aatiafted. He who ia the
Creator and Bedeomer of men, who loved men
nnto the death, wbo more than watobers long for
the morning longn for the mnltitndea of earth to
eome nnto ffim, who ia everlasting, rfifTig^l^tna
love—He win be mtiBfied in the nltimate iaane
of ffia woA of ereation and lalvation. I oannot
•ay, I oannot see, anything more than that; I do
not want to aay or to see more than that HewiU
be aatiafied. In thii I can entirely reet Here I
can lay down the harden of all my perpIezitieB.
He win be utisfied, when or how we know not;
but that He will be utisfied makes it infinitely
certain that the farthest future can disclose
nothing that win not diB{day, beyond »1J we can
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Mk or tUak, th* p«rfmI lore ud rl^ttonnmp,
pomr tad wiadooi, of the OrorlMtbig Ood.

Bnt th« praeat now ia out. Doty kaowi no
fntnre. TVIadom finds too nnieh to ngnt in what
ii already paat, and knowa no aalmtion ezoapt

that of th« irreooToraUe to-day, too prodona to ho

pent in rain.
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ii is HJi Boa. He tlurt li»th tli» Bon kith the lif.- Ii»

that kathoottlM Sob of Ood katk not th* Ufa."—1 Joka »:1I, IJ.

Lot I Eternal lifeI-<}od has given m eternal
Me and this life is in His Son—this is the message
of the Christian Gospel, the greatest, gladdest of
all messages because eternal life is the greatest
gladdest and best of aU things. Bnt what is
eternal life? Throughout the course of sermons
which this evening I bring to a close, I have been
speaking of eternal life as the great Hope set be-
fore us; but though I have been speaking of it as
perfected hereafter, I have endeavoured to keep
steadily in view the continuity of the life that now
is with that which is to come, and to exhibit them,
not as two lives, bnt as one life in its two stages of
sowing and reaping, growth and consummation.
But I desire to make that specifloaUy my subject
this evening; and therefore I have taken my text
from St John. It was given to St. John to see,
as no one before him had seen quite so dearly,
uiat there is only one true life for man, here or
hereafter, on the earth or in the snn. One of hia

in
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immenae gifta to the CShnnh and to miwikiiid ia Hm
inaigfat into the trntii that eternal life ia not »
life hereafter, not a futnre and diatant felioity, not

a orown to be received at the end, bnt a preaent

reality, an immediate posaeasion. It ia not pri-

marily a length of life, bnt a kind of life, the hi|^
eat quality of life and, aa I have said, the greateat,

l^addeat and best of all things. Often, indeed St
John speaks of it simply aa "the life," aa if there

were no other life to be mentioned beside it. or

worthy of the name.

For life is not meaaored by the dock, not even

the physical life, ft a man bad jnst physioal

vitality enough to exist, to keep decomposition at

bay and hold body and soul together, though he

should prolong such an existence through many
years, he would know less of what physical life is

than a healthy child in the space of one joyoua

guinmer-day. And there is a corresponding dif-

ference in the life of mind and spirit The sage

has a larger life than the down; the poet ia more
alive than the man whose energies flow out merely

that money may flow in; the man who loves hia

feUowmen and Uvea to serve them is really more
alive than the man whose endeavour is to make
ethers serve him ; the mnn who strives to be wise

and good than the man who seeks only to be ao

reputed. And eternal life is the highest grade of

life, the life that haa in it all the sovereign de-
ments—knoiriedge, love, joy, power—for which

we an made, life ttat ia eternal and inedianatibk
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ia its meaaing and Tslae. After all, bretisen,
that ia the one grand argament for immortaUty—
a life here that not only has moaning for three
•ooro years and ten, but ia worth living for ever
and ever, that demands the oompletiona of fn-
tnnty. It is the etemaliife in us now that reaches
out to the eternal life to come.
Let ns then, in the first place, grasp this thonght

about eternal life, that primarily it has nothing to
do with prea<mt or future, or with length of dnra-
bon. Ton cannot raise the level or change the
character of any Idnd of existence by merely pro-
longing it The life of a horse or a dog, though
it were span out for oenturieB, would never be-
erane the life of a man. And no more could the
hfe 6t a woridly man, though it were continued
mthout end, become eternal life. No, thou^ he
should be dothed in purple and fine linen and fare
sumptuously every day for ever and ever, such
enstence would come ntyer a whit nearer to being
what the New Testament calls eternal life.

Li the next place, we asl^ What is this eternal
Met "What is ite definition t How shaU we de-
scribe this life which is eternal in its meaning and
valuet There is only one adequate description of
It-deeper than aU philosophic thought, which yet
a child may understand. Eternal life ia the life
of Jesus Christ. Turn to the second verse in the
first ch^ter of this Epistle and read these words

:

I'And the life was manifested, and we have seen
It, even the eternal life which was with the Father
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and wu manifested wrto tu." Then u ite dell-

nitkm. The life whidi ii eternal, the greatiit,

gladdest, diviiieat of all thiaga, ia the Und of life

which we see in Jeaos CSurist ETeiTthiag Ha
was and did poasesaed atenal meaning aad vahw.
Every word of fraoe and teath He spoke, wmrj
deed of holy lo*e He did, whan He toadied tha

leper, when He fed the hm^pry, when he opened
His heart to the ainfnl aad weary with all ttidr

sins and eares, when He rejoiced in aj^iit and
when He wept, when in obedienee to the Father's

will He took np His eross daily and when He gave
iffimsalf in love for the life of the world,—ev-

ery step was an linfoldiag of the eternal life.

Measured by years Christ's life waa short To«
(am easily oonnt its days and hours; a sekool-eliild

eonld soon tell yon how many miantas tteia ware
between Befldehem and Calvary. But life ia set
meaanred by the calendar. Who would exekaace
am hour of glarieaa, sod-iUing haaum life for aU
the aiataries *t aa aasA^ona's existencef Aad
wto w«dM not cattar fire oae day af Ca»iBt*a

Efe On ail &e laag ycMS of a Msthaselalfr

Meaanred b^ ebeaaastaaeaa Ckkk's lifa aM a
poor Efe, a aaatt He. AaattesehaaM,ai
viQaga, a carpenter's beadt, a

;

erant paeaehii^, a t

boasdaries <rf i imiiawliiiien Kst who woidd aat

rather harae daoe one of Christ's deada than pa»-

sess the gold of all the miffioaainaf What mm
express the worth of one hoar of that filet Tkm
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•* '••nred; but what mathematics can oalcn-
l*te the magnitude of the holinesg of Christ; the
ndth of Chriat; the swrow of (Jhrist; the peace of
CJhrift In what balance can you weigh the life of
Cl«i«t or by whaA awasnre its kngth and breadth
•nd heig^tT "It cannot be gotten for gold,
neither shall sUver be weighed for the price there-
of." It is the life eternal; of eternal value, yester-
day and to-day and for ever the supreme good,
measureless, divine.

We may regard it for a moment from another
point of view. Can we charaeteriaetUs life which
ia in ChristT Can we tell ^diat it is in a single
wardt I think so. It is the life of goodness,
jtti of perfect goodness. " Tis only noble to be

," Tenayson says. The poet mi^t have
ftnrtker and said not only "noble" but

For goodness is nothing else than the
INvtea natars UmU, the Spirit of Qtod, inoamata
nt arf I nuiia man. And Jesus Christ is "God•^ *r." His life is the life of God oast
i«^ aauM of onr hmanity, the life of absolute
0aodMaa. And the ^mla aim of Christianity ia
ta makt gwd men. Christianity stands or falla

1^ its powar ta maka voftm good ; sober—good, that
is, in rdation to theaaaetves ; righteous—good, that
ia, in relation to their fellows

; godly—good in re-
i to God. We senetimse speak as if Chris-

'

were some hi^ly specialised sort of good
am,m if the Christian eharaeter were a partiaB>
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kr tfpt at gooiutm. Mo. Tlwr* is only one

kind of real goodneM, tkt goodseM we lee in

iesni ChriBt ; and there ia only one kind of really

good men, Hmmo who are lik» Christ, libo have in

them tlie same ^irit He had.

And so we are led inevitably to the fnTtiier

truth, that Christ is the tonchatone of deatiny for

an man. '-He tiiat hath the Son," the Son of

God, Jesus Christ, "hath life, and he that hath

not the Boa. of Ood hath not life." This followa

beoanae we have not that life in ourselves—^that

aurely we all know—and because, not having that

life in ourselves, neither can we produce it in our-

selves. "Self-knowledge, self-reverence, self-con-

trol," says Tennyson again, "these three lead

life to sovereign power." But he ia wrong.

That is the one tUng self-knowledge, self-rev-

erenue and self-control cannot do—^lead life

to sover.^ign power. Self cannot raise self, any

more than one up to the shouldsrs in a morasa

can extricate himself by the writhinga and con-

tortions of his own musdes. Arebimedes used to

say that he could move the earth, if only he had

a kver long enough and a place outside the earth

to stand upon. In morals the same impraotioar

bility is the dead wall which aU attempts at mere

self-improvement are brought up against. Yon
cannot yourself make yourself reaQ:: other than

yon are. If yon are to lift yonre if to a higher

plane of life, a helping hand must be stretched out

to you. Tou can be elevated <mly from above.
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He th«t hath the Son hath Ufe. Not self, hut
Chrirt—not eIf4mowlecl8e, eelf-reverenoe, eelf-

eoBtrol, but Chriit-knowledige, ChriBt-reTerenoe,
Ghriat-oontrolr—theie lead life to sovereigo power.
Ton cannot get goodness except from goodness.
Yon cannot get the Divine Spirit except from the
INvine Man. He that hath the Son hath life, and
he that hath not the Son of Ch>d hath not life.

Get possession of Christ, and yonr sonl shall live^

live the eternal life.

Bnt yon may ask what it is to have Christ,
how snoh a connection with Christ is to be formed.
For the constmotion of a railway—in India I think
it waft—a bridge was to be thrown across a mighty
ravine, throng^ which there flowed, far beneath,
a deep and turbulent river. From shore to shore
a strong iron bridge was to be hnng aloft in the
air. But how was it to be commeneaM They
first shot an arrow from one side to tt» other,
and it carried across the gnlf a tiny thraai. The
thread then drew a piece ai twiae; the twisM a
small rope; the rope a ciMe; and in gmi 1mm
eaae the gieat in* cliaiH and tiie h^ mrni
prdns, and all else Hmt was aeedad t» malm a
permassBt way. Flniaritliiinj, She that is am-^r-
itnal problem. Across Oat dasm lAiA aya-
rates ns from Christ aad tiie Mfe of pesefeet^ad-
Bsas we cannot at once eonstrmst the tmA ^d
pennaneat way. Pnt ran -srn nbnot nnii aiiaw af
the soal across itt Scaie arrow of faifli, ef lata,
of desiret Ton may naae it aa yon vnB, te be-
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Uar* <m Christ, to Ian Oliriit, to dMirt Ghriit—

•11 thsM Ua Ttrr a>OM togethtr in the ontcoiiig of

^ooL lad ^t thii it vhst ia roqnind oflMi

ia tho great oemmonplaae of the OoapeL It ia ao

very oommoaplaoe. If I were to give ont aa my
text aome evening, "Beliere on the Lord Jeaoa

Ohriat. and thon ahalt be aaved," yon would pnt on

an air of resignation and prepare yonraehrea to

listen t' ,.M.ething very threadbare. Yet if one

only /'"i !..« about it, how ia thia oommonplaae of

the Oo<ipel all lit up with wonder I Think how God

meets us where we are able to meet Him, not de-

manding goodneaa of us, but enquiring only

leather we have a^ heart for goodneaa, ^rtiether

we beUeve in goodneaa as the "prineipal thing"

and love it and desire it Think further that thia

is the way of truth as well as of meroy. There is

nothing fictitious or unreal about this way of sal-

vation by faith. Tou and I are not just what we

are; in deeper troth we are what we vitally be-

lieve in. The mark at which we ahoot the arrowa

of the soul is the tUng we are growing towaida.

If you bdieve in money aa the fiaaat thing in the

world, Oat deteminee at onae fte kind c'. man

you are going to be; if you befieve in having »

good timi', y<Hi wffl grow to be a different kind of

man; if in goodneaa, an altogether different kind

o< man fram either. What yon really believe in,

vhnt you sanendsr yonrself to, is the index to

wknt is devest in you, the due to all your poten-

And that is what makea Chriat the
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Jndf* of man, tlu rapm* tMt, tlw tovdurtoM of
dMttqr. That iiiAjr God's final qoMtion ia, Do
yoB balitfa in Ohrutt Do yon ImUotw in tha
ChriaiWat Do yon abora all thinga deaire tha
Hfa that ia in HiaT

It ia poadUa to make thia way of aalration by
balisTing a Tory artifieial thing. It la so if we
Oink of it aa a kind <tf amngemrat or tranaae-
tioa,akindof makeahtftforroalfoodnesa. And,
no donbt, theok>gian8 have aonatimeB explained
it in tha' way, and Chriatian people aometimea
think about it in that way. Bat they do not in
their hearta feel it in that way. What is Chris-
tian faitk-the faith that jwtifies, as St Panl
wonld aay, or, as St Jote weald say, the faith by
wiiidi we "have" Christ ud gat his life as onr
owat It is in the great sHBple words of Wesley's
hymn jnst thia—

•nm, O Ckriii M d I mm*,
H iB Ik Ikn I lad."

fhat is God's tsak for yon and me, the teat of
preosDt eharaetar and fatnre deatiny. If yon in
yonr inmost soal befiare in Jesn Christ >f ymr
soil lores aad deeiiM Him, it is beoause the Ster-
nal Life is stirring in yon. It has been so ordered
thai there ia nothing else in Christ to attract su-

premely. There is nothing to fascinate the namal
mind, ao pomp of kingliness, pride of conquest or
qthaickmr of wealth. To tiie Jew, to the wor-

er of wealth and power and social distino>
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tUn, the Orau is «?«r • ihiiiiUiiigi-Uotk. K «•
go toSm in the intorMts of intdleot and aaltiif%

or kigio and oIoqnMMe, philotophy and artiatia

elogaiiM, we ahall find in Him th* grwtaat of

thiakan, the modt autsterlj of reasonen and ex-

qniiite of teaohera ; bnt His tnie greatneas lies in

another sphere. To the Qreek t^ Croaa is fool-

ishness. Bnt when we go to Oltrist with a aonl

hnngering and thirsting for righteousness, seddng
after the life that is life indeed, His i^orjr begins
to dawn. And when we are awake to tlie reality

of sin and the impertons necessity of redemption;
when we feel the need of an infinite love to love

ns in onr sin and love ns ont of it, a love that will

have boundless patienoe with ns and is capable of

infinite adf-saeriflce on our behalf, then Christ
is transfigured before us. To the self-suflleient

there is little beauty in Him that they should de-

sire Him ; but to the humble heart with its burdens
and strivings, its fears and hopes and aspirations,

His face shiiMS as the sun and His raiment is

white as lig^t

"TkMk O Ctakt, Htt in I wat"

That is G>.d'8 test for you and me, the test of ab-

solute tra'ii, as well as of mercy. And it is a
present test. We respond to it now ; we cannot do
otherwise. The day of destiny is now; and the

touchstone of destiny is here. Judgment does

not wait for any dramatic grand /SmJc. You and
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I«nMeNtl7,udsilaitl7tddiicoiirplMeL W*
•n now taadiaff on the ri^t hand or th« left of
tkeJodge. He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of Ckxl hath not life. It
viU be seen hereafter where we stand; bnt now,
not then, U the erisie ; now, not then, is the teatiog
hour. How do we respond to Ood's teett Tea
yonng people, have yon fonnd the magnet of yosr
livea in Qod'e Sont Or are yon ao ooonpied with
Monlaritiee, things innocent in themselves, it may
be, or even praise-worthy, that yon have no hoarft
for the life etemalt It may be so. Thonsanda
about ua are spiritually dead. They have withr
ered from the top; so far as their highest being
is oonoemed they walk the streets in their shrouds.
And you too may wrong your highest possibilities
nnta the eyes of the heart are darkened, until
the power of belief in eternal things is decayed
and the supreme faculties of the sou], made for
Ood and goodness, are paralysed, perhaps beyond
recovery. There is only one salvation from thia
fate: "I when I am lifted up, wiU draw all men
unto mel" He is the true magnet of your life,

let Him draw you. Bring yourself within tka
range of His influence ; think of Him; give heed to
Him; be in earnest and deal sincerely with l^m
and with yourself, until yon say, "Thou, Christ,
art all I want" By and by yon will add, VMoro
than aU in Thee I find." He is all you want, if
yon bnt know it, aU for this life and all lor that
which is to come. .,,
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Some years ago, before I left Scotland, there
waa a dreadfnl accident in a coal-mine, by which
a large niuuber of miners were imprisoned in its

depths. The ordinary ways of entrance to the
mine were so blocked that weeks must have
elapsed before they could be cleared. But a plan
was fonnd. A bore was driven vertically throng
the rod: to where the entombed miners were
known to be; and through the narrow aperture
air, food and light were let down to the starving
and half-snffocated men, who then, themselves re-
freshed, carried the gifts of life to their fellows
who were still more deeply buried in the recesses
of the mine. Afterwards, a wider shaft was
blasted out, through which the men themselves
were drawn up into the world of light and safety,
beheld the faces of their rescuers and friends, and
were restored to the homes they had feared never
to see again. It is an illustration, however rude
and imperfect, of the communication Christ has
opened between Earth and Heaven. He has sunk
the bore, as it were; He has pierced the obstmo-
tion. He has opened the way; not yet the way by
which we may finally rise to the life eternal, but
the way by which it may descend to us. We see
not yet His face; but He speaks to us words of
immortal hope. He lets in some beam of the
Eternal Day upon our lives, some breath of the
Divine atmosphere. He sends down to us the
Living Bread of which if a man eat he shall never
die. Let us eat of that bread, and li^e by that
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light, and hand on these means of life to others
who are within our reacL Then hy and by He
will open to ns that wider exit through which we
hall be delivered at last from all darkness and
dangers, and shall see our Saviour face to face.






