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TRAVELS
IH

UPPERAND LOWER EGYPT,

M. SONN^NL
I^BIFOBMBO IN THB YBABI 1^77 AMD 1778*

[COarTlNWKO fftOM TOL. XSIlIt]

AT their firHmeetingintheDerertjSonnini bad
acknowledged to the (heick, or leader of the

Bedooinsy that he ihould be unable to pay for the

hire of the t>eail8 and the efcort, until his retoril

to Cairo. The iheick replied, that, far from be-
ing uneafy about the reward, he had n>oney at ooc
traveller's fervice, and, when the repait was (ini (li-

ed, he took from a cheft, which ftood in the tent,

a bag of money, and prefented it to the amazed
European, .with the following words : " I am not
ignorant ofyour misfortunes. With indignation

I witnefled the behaviour of the monaflic, at

Zaidi el Baramous, and I likewife know that yon
wiK receive every needful aflidance from the.ki-

afebef of Ouardan, in confequence of your letters

of recommendation; but you would grieve me
feverely, if you (hould'apply to a dog of a Turk,
to a Mamelukfs. I could not poifiblv bear, that

Vol. XXIV. B a
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a man, with whom I have eateo in frienddiip^

whom I have proteded at the hazard of my Ufe»

and who it, in fad,, become my brother, (hould

have recourfe to another. Take, therefore, this

money, or otherwife I (hall imagine that you de<*

fbife a friend, becaufe he is an inhabitant of the
Defert.*' In compliance with this frank and cor*

dial ofier, Sonnini accepted of fome patackes, for

which his Bedouin friend would neither reckon,

nor admit th» idea of reimburfement at any fu-

ture period. ^

Our author now proceeded to Ouardan, which
is the relidence of the commandant of the dif-

tri^, and was politely received by the Mame-
luke ofiicf^, who infifted upon his accepting of

accommodations in his own houfe.

Ouardan is a fpacious village, at a fmall dif-

tance from the weftern bank of the Nile, and built

upon the fite of Latopotis, a city anciently dedi-

cated to Latona, and which gave a name to one
of the nomes, or divifions of Egypt, in more re-

cent times, it became a formidable reibrt of pica-

roons, who committed their depredations on all

•the boats navigating in thefe branohes of the Nile,

till they were all deHroyed by the vigilant exer-

tions of Ali Bey.

On (he i6th, our traveller having hired a boat

to carry him to Cairo, and from thence to return

to lloiietta, quitted Ouardan at five o'clock in

the afternoon, but a contrary wind detained hia»

till about one o'clock the next morning, when be
eontiiuied his route. In the forenoon he faw fe-

veral villagers quitting their dwellings, and crofl**

ing over to the eaftern bank of the Nile, with
tlieir cattle and effeds, in order to efcape a party

of predatory Bedouins, who had been difcovered

in
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in tbeir vicinage, on the preceding erening. The
iUagCf though fitaated on the bank of the river,

was almotl in the Defert. Towards Cairo, the

fpace of cultivated country, on the weti of the

Mile, gradually diminiflies, fo that, on approacht

ing the Egyptian capital, the traveller finds the

weilern bank to be little better than a trad of

barren fand.

As the mafter of the bo«t waa fearful to enter

the port of Cairo, left his'little veflel fliould b«

feised for the fervice of the forces, which Ifmael

Bey was then coUeding againft hia competitors,

Murad and Ibrahim, he ftopped half a league

fliort of Boulac, on the border of a village, cafied

Schoura. Sonnini difpatched one of hia attend*

ants by land to Cairo, and as foon at he returned^

they proceeded down the river.

Having kept watch with the half of his party

till about midnight, a meafure of vigilance regu*

larly purfued in all bis travels, our author lay

down in the bottom of the boat, and re6gned
bis poft to the other half of his companions.
Scarcely, however, had he compofed himfelf to

obtain a little repofe, when ho was roufed bv thei

mailer, who informed him, that three fmail pi-

ratical ve0el8 were rowing towards him, and that

it was indifpeniibly neccifary to fire upon them^
before tb^ commenced their attack. Several

difcharges of mufquetry followed this iotima«

tion, and the robbers made off as fad as polfi'*

ble.

On the iStb, the travellers paffed between
Ouardan and the little village of Gu^r^ifs, be-

low which (lands another, called Geziret Ouar-
dan. At this place the Nile runs north-weft hf

3 Dorth^
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north, ti far ai Etrifs. Here were feeo feferal

flocki of ()uaiU ducks, and a flamingo, wbicb
the Arabs call b^faroofa j there were likewife on
both (ides of the river a number of fpur-winged
plovers.

Fading Geziret Ouardan, our author faw a fu-

neral Two flags, the one red and the ether black,

urere carried before the proceffion, a cuftom which
is not adopted in the towns. A little lower, near

the village of Mengfi, be obtained a view of a
lefs melancholy fcene : it was a wedding. The
bride was feated upon a tall camel, and furround-

ed by a crowd of villagers^ who entertained her
with a fliam fight, while the country re*echoed

ivith the found ofdrums and hautboys. The ca-

mel walked verv flowly, and was frequently

flopped, to give the attendants an opportunity

of dancin)g;, 6ghting, and Ibouting around the

bride, whom they conduced in this manner,
for half a day, through the.village and its en-

virons. \
At a quarter of a league below Mengfi is the

Tillage of MoreH, and immediately oppoHte is

Etriffi, where Sonnini arrived at about ten o'clock

in the morning. He diredly haftened to the

camp of bis generous Bedouin, who feemed
much aftonithed at hji expedition, and forced

him to piirtake of a frugal repafl. Sonnini then

repaid him what he was in his debt, adding to

it a few yards of cloth ; but the worthy Ar^b re*

folved to be equal in generolity with, his guefl.

and accordingly contrived to convey a Xbeep ana
feveral articles of provifion to the boat. Our
traveller may, indeed, with justice obferve, that

** under the rude tent of the Bedouin, on the

barren
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li^rren fahd, which confiitutet hit floor, maft b«
looked for fimple uaoneri, generooi babiu> and
all the virtues of hofpitalitj. '

Quitting Etrifi at foar o'clock in the aft«r*

noon, the tra?ellert reached the village of Abon*
nefcbab^, and oppofite to it, on theeaftern bank*

Thahoue. Between thefe villages the Nile is ex*

cecdingly broad, but fo (hallow that the boat»

though quite empty, touched, and remained »
long time aground. Proceeding from hence for

about half a league, our author arrived in the
' evening at a hrge village, called ^agnoufs, where
be tailed, for the firft time, a fmall unit, denomi-
nated the nebka. The tree that bears it is a large

fpecies of rhamnus, the bark of which is fimilar

to that of the willow. Its leaves are alternate,

bbtufe, three nerved, and of a deep green j the

fruit refem^bles a fmall apple, and has rather the

flavour of that fruit $ its kernel is round and co-

Tered with tubercles.

Oppofite to JagnoufSk the Nile was almoft co«

vered ivith ducks, and ^ocks of deferter pigeons,

the latter of which alighted every moment upon
the water, even in the moft rapid part of the

Hredm, and fometimei remained there longer

than a minute. This curious habit, which great-

ly excited our author's aftonifliment, may be pro-

bably attributed to 'the heat of the climate, as it

feems to be common in that country to all pigcona

of the fatne fpecies.

On the morning of the 20th the travellers con^
tinued their voyage to Rofletta, after the difper-

iioo of a thick fog ; but no fooner was this wea-
ther cleared up, than a ftiff gale come on from
the north, and raifed Aich a fwell in the river, as

prevented the boat from dropping 4own with the

B3 ' fiream.
C » f
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fiream. BelciV Jagnoufs, the rivrr takes a north
by weft dire^ion. At the diftance of half a
league, on the weftern bank, is a place, called Ik*

mas, and half a league lower down fiands Te^
tane, where our adventurer (lopped.

T9rane is a fpaoious, well-built town, and well

enclofed. It is the residence of a kiafchef, and
in its environs are fooie ruins, the veftiges of the
ancient city of Terenuthis, kaown to the natlvea

by the appellation of Abpubellou. The townf-
men are extremely favage and vindictive, and at

ibe timeof Sonnioi's vifit, they were rendered pe-

culiarly dangerous, by the abfence of the kiaf-

chef, who was gone to join the army. Thefe peo«

ple'had heard of our autbor*s travelling in the De*
fert, and Aippofed ihat his kanja was laden with
the precious fruit of his refearches; fome of them
feemed difpofed to feize it in the night; bat a
Itrift watch was kept by the European, and the

hours of darknefs palTed without any difagreeable

occurrence. Among the inhabitants of Teran6»
was a youngTurk,who had loft his voice, and fufr

fered a complele change in the cplour of his b^rd,
through a fudden and violent fear. Ali Qey,know-
ing him to be an excellent roanufadorer of gon-
po^vder, fufpe^ed that be had furniflied the Be-
douins with that ithportant article, and accord-

ingly iifued out orders for his decapitation. The
i'cutfoce was indeed immediately revoked, but
it left behind thefe indelible imprefljons on the

fuppofed oi^'ender.

On the 3ad, at three o'clock in the morning,"

the travellers agaiii proceeded down, the river,

and at (ix arrived at Bour-Edgiatr, where are

fome remain^ qf antiquity. Din^tfchi is half a

league diftapi from Boqr Edgi^tt, and oppofite

to
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to ft* on the eaftem bank» is Tamale, whece the

fertilizing wateri of the Nile are conduced by a

caoal towards the fouth. On the faoQe bank, and

at a fooall diftance, is Schebfcbir; below it, at

an equal diftance, is Kafr Nadir, and a quarter of

a league farther ftands Nadir, where a more con-

ifiderable canal than that of Tamale, takes a
Dortb-eaft diredion. The fame gales, which had
retarded the voyage on the preceding day, ftill

continued to impede the navigation, and to rea-

der the paiTage exceedingly rough.

From Nadir, the river flows in a north-weft

diredion as far as Alguao^ a fmall village, of a
moft wretched appearance, where the only com-
modious dwellings that areereded, are appropri-

ated to the ufe of pigeons. The dwellings of the

inhabitants are naiferable, mud hovels; but the pi-

ffeon-houfes are commodious, being built of mud,
K}uare at the balbt and carried up in the form
of a cone. The interior of them is furniChed with
earthen pots, in which the pigeons noake their

aefts, and hatch their young.

The commanding officer of this place, who was
a negro Mameluke, informed ^onnini, that fome
medals had been recently^dlfcovered, in a large

vafe, among fome ruins in the neighbourhood

;

but that the diftribution of the treafure produc-
ed a faoguinary cont<Hl among the peafants,

which continued for three days.

Following the courfe of the Nile from Algaao,
our author now proceeded by the villages of
Kafr, Demfchi, Deoafor, Etrie, and Mifchlami,
to a place called Komfcberick, where he landed,

and received much fatisfadion from the conduft
of the Mameluke officer in command. Here he
found a few medals, which, though of finall va-

luOj
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lue> were fafficient to announce that tfiis ftid

been the file of an ancient fettlement.

Having, as we have already noticed, aflumed
the charader of a phyficiauy in order to procure
fome advantages in the coarfe of bis joarnef>
Sonnini was requeued to remain one day iX

Komfcherick, in order to attend an opulent

Arab in the diflriA, who was extremely ilh

This anfortunate man had loft the chief part of
his month and lower jaw, by a dreadfal cancer*

and was altogether fo horrid a fpe^acle, that oar
adthor, unable to bear the fight, leaped haftily

into the boat, and ordered it to be caft off from
the ihore immediately.

From Komfcherick, the travellers continued

their voyage down the Nile, which now took a
north-eafl by north diredion. At the diftance of

half a league, they reached Amroufs, on the eaf-

tern bank, and foon after came to Tonnoub, from
whence they proceeded to a coniiderable village,

called Schabour, which is but badly bpilt, and
conii fts entirely of mud-walled houfes. The reir-

dence of the commanding officer is ereded on a

platform of earth, and, notwithftanding the

coarfenefs of its materials, it is of tolerable con-
iirudion, as is likewife the turret of the mofque.

Early on the morning of the 26th, our author

quitted Schabour, and, about four in the after-

noon, arrived at Schlime, which he defcribes as a

wretched hamlet, containing only a few mud ho-

vels; yet it is a place of fome trade, and conlider-

able quantities of fogar^canes, grain, and other

commodities, are exported from it. Near the

village of Bahrim,on the oppofite'bank, are three

large eminence!^ which are evidently artificial,
' and
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«od confaquently indicate the fite of Tome an*

cicnt city.

Quitting Schliro^ on the 27th, our author con-

tinued hit route to Meballet-Abou-AH, i^ the

Delta. For (omt time he had feen nothing but
aflemblages of mud huti, but here he again met
with a town, built of brick, and defended from
occafional inundations by a dike, conftruded of

the fame materials. In one of the llreets he met
^tb a funeral. Bv the fide of ,tbe cpifin was
carried a large black flag, decorated with yellow

fpotsand figures, and the female mourners, who
followed it, held in one hand a corner of their

garment, which they (hook violently, as ifIn the

ad of driving fomething before them.

. At the diltance of a mile and a half from this

town, is the village of Sennehour-Medinl, in the

environs of which are fome confiderable remains

of antiquity. The furface of the ground is, in-

deed, completely covered with ruins, yet there is

nothing entire, except a few brick vaults, and
fome proftrate columns, of marble and graniie.

The attention of a fpei^ator is drawn ofiF from
thefe remains by twp adjacent villages, hand-
fomely built of brick, and apparently the moll
ancient of the villages in Lower Egvpt.

f
Hearing of fome ruins on the oppofite bank,

at the dinance of half a league from Scblime^

our traveller approached that fide of the river,

and difcovered, at a diftance, fome confiderable

vefilges of an ancient city ; but as night began to

wrap the country in her fable veil, he was com^
pelled to relinquifh his intended examination, 9%

it would have been extremely imprudent to have
remained during the night in a difiri^, that is

e<^ually known and dreaded as the refort of thieves

and
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it ?

and pirates. The village, off which onr tnfho^

anchored, is called Saihe el Adsjar, where he
purchafed a tolerable coUedion of antique frag-

ments from the natives ; and on the 28th, cooti*

nued his voyage to Fouah, xvhich, at a time when
the Nile was permitted to fill the canals with its

waters, when boats, laden with the commodities
6f Europe or Afia, could tranquilly navigate the

Alexandrian canal, Vithbut dreading the fury of
the Tea, or being fubjed to the inconvenience of
the Boffhafs, was a large and flouriihing city,

where the natives of Europe bad their commer*
cial eftablilhments $ but the barbarous fupinitj

of the Egyptian rulers having fuffered the mud
to colle6t in the bed of the canal, fo as to impede
navigation, commerce was neceffitated to aban-
don the ihore of Fouah, and to carry its riches

to the harbour of Roffetta. Fouah has, there-

fore, declined confiderably from its priftine fplen-

dor J its contraded limits, dilapidated edificer,

and wretched inhabitants, all announce the fwift

approach of a general decay. Nature, however^

Hill fmiles propitious on the fnrrounding foil,

which difplays a rich and conftant fertility, and
the fruits of the diftrid are i\i\\ held in high ef-

timation, on account of their fuperior excellence.

Fouah has been fuppofed, by many perfons, to

be the ancient Metelis, but our author feems ra-^

ther inclined to think it was the Naucratisof the

Milefians, and the country of the celebrated

grammarian, Athenseus, who remarks that, in his

time, there were here fabricated earthen vafes,

the covers of which refembled filver. In front

of Fouah, the Nile forms, in the middle of its

fource, an ifland, called C;rezerit-el-Dahab, or the

Golden Ifland.

Having
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Having followed ihecourreof tbeNile through

an extent, which, from the numeroot finuoiities

of the river, was npwardf of one hundred and
eighty miles, our traveller landed fafely at RoT-
fetta, where his return removed the anxiety of

his friends, refpeding his perfonal fafety, as a re-

port had been recently circulated, that he and
hiscompanions had been murdered by the Arabs;
and this news had received additional weight
from the teflimony of Huflfein, who acknowledg-
ed that he had left them in a very perilous (itu-

ation. This woirthy Bedouin had been for fome
time at Rofl*etta, and on the firft intimation of
Sonnini's arrival, he haftened to embrace him
with all the demonftrations of a heart* felt Joy,
and to mingle his congratulations with thole of
the merchants at the much fadory.

After a ihort ftay at this city, Sonnini received

intelligence, that Murad Bey and Ibrahim Bey,
fupported by an Arabic prince, had re-entered

Cairo, after having defeated their enemy, Ifmael
Bey, and obliged him to fly into Syria. Upper
Egypt being now no longer infefted by ferocious

and undifciplined combatants, our author was
anxious to avail himfelf ofa moment of tranquil-

lity, which, in thefe countnes, is fo very uncom-
mon, and accordingly commenced his voyage di-

redly towards Cairo.

In his paflage from RolTetta, he flopped,at Jag-
noni>, where, he bad heard, there were the re-

mains of an ancient city. In f»€t, he difcovered

at fume diHance below that village, and not far

from the edge of the river,a large fpace ofground,
entirely covered with ruins. Some magnificent
vaults of brick ftill remained entire, and feveral

columns of granite lay profirate oa the earth.

The
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The inliabitants of the adjacent country are ^-
tinaally loading their camels with the ^oe brrcki

^hich they obtain, by demoliihiog the vaiilt» *,

and, in purfuing this plan of devaflation, thejr

frequently meet with ftatues, medals, and other

fragments of antiquity ; but fuch is the abfnrdi-

ty of their religious lavi^s, and their own ftupidl*

ty, that they inftantly break in pieces whatever
[!

I

I ftatnes th»*y happen todifcover. The ruins may
probably indicate the lite of the ancient city of
Tnun. Their fituation may be eafily recogni(ed

by the tomb of a Turkilh faint, that is built di-

rrdly'oppofite to them, on the eaftem bank of
the Ni-le.

Having purchafed a few fragments of anti*

qnity, which bad efcaped the general rage for

dcftriidion, our traveller refumtfid 'his voydge»

bat the wind again proving unfavourabfe, he was

^ oblii^ed to (lop atTerane, of which we have al-

ready rpoken. At length, however, a propitious

gale tillfid the fails of his boat, iind a foreft of

in.ilis, with their lofty, lateen yards, foon an*
hounced his approach to the bufy port of Cairo.

He landed at Boulac, a pleafant town, on the eaft-

ern ,fide of the harbour, and there hired fome
aifes, to convey himfelf and his companions to

the capital, which is only about half a miledtf-

tant. After palling throygh the crowded and
noify part of the city, he arrived at the retired

quarter, occupied by his countrymen, and took

up his lodging in the houfe that had been re-

cently quitted by the French cdhful.
' To fuppofe that Cairo refembles the great ci*

ties of turope, would be to form a very errone-

ous \(\ha. The houfes are neither fo well built

nor elegantiy^ formed. The flreets are unpaved',
* exceeding
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exceedingly aarrow, aad not difpofed in (Iraight

lilies } the fquares are large and irregular, and
are, in fad* vail bafons of water during the in-

nndation of the Nile, and fields, or gardens, when
the river has retired to its ufual limits. The
ftreets are continually crowded with numbers of

men, of various nations, who difpute their paf-

fase with the hbrfe of the Mameluke, the mule
oi the lawyer, the numerous camels which fupply

ih^ place of carriages, and thp aiTes, that are

commonly ulcd for riding.

This great commercial city, which is of great-

er length than breadth, covers a fpace of about

nine miles^, and is inhabited by Turks, Mame-
lukes, Greeks, Syrians, Arabs, Copts, Moors,

Jewa, and a few Europeans. Sonnini eftimates

the population at four hundred thoufand fobls.

The fplendor and profo(ion of luxury are here

Urongly contraded with the rags and nakednefs

of mifery^ and the extreme opulence of the rulers

with the moft frightful poverty of the lower

dafs. The riches beftowed by commerce on the

intermediate order of people, are either buriedV

or carefully concealed. Thofe who have acquired

wealth, dare not enjoy it, but in a clandeftine

manner, as knowing, by long experience, the an-
retrained covetoufnefs of power.

A few arts are exercifed at Cairo by foreign-

ers, yet mechanical trades are far from having

attained any degree of perfe6lion, and the fcien-

ces are entirely unknown. In many points, the

two extremes of the people are very nearly con-

neded. The bey and the pooreft individual

are equally illiterate, fanatical, and i'uperditious.

* The author moft probably means, it is niae miles ia

<trcumference.

Vol. XXIV. " C • Reading
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Reading and writing are accounted great acoom*
pliflinients, and are, with arithmetic, confined to
merchants and men of bulinefs, while the Ma»
hometan priefts are literally buried in thegloomf
labyrinth of fcholaftic theology, and devote their

time to the ftudy of the ridiculous reveries coa-
tained in the Koran.

V No where, in fad," fays our traveller, " can
a people be more barbarous, than the inhabitaolf

of Cairo. Foreigners, perfecuted and even per^

fonally ill-treated, under the moft frivolous pre«

tences, live there in perpetual fear. The French
had el^ablilhed feveral mercantile houres, in a
fmall, enclofed quarter, which was (hut up by a
large gate, and guarded by a few Janizaries.*'

JThe whole city of Cairo is, in fad, divided in

this manner, into feparate quarters, which are

denominated countries, by the Europeans. Con-
fined to their country, the merchants are a prey to

continnal anxiety, and dare not walk the ftreets,

without appearing in the oriental habit; as, if

any native of Europe ihduld prefunie to walk
abroad in the drefs of his own country, he would
inevitably be either murdered, or othcrwife era**

clly treated.

. Nor is it enough that foreigners confent to bo
clothed in the long robes of the eaft, but it is

alfo requifite, for their fafety, that fome part of

tUeir drefs ihould be a diftinguiihing mark, or

badge of profcription.

^ The head-drefs, peculiarly aflligned to the
Franks, is a fort of high, hairy cap; but for fome
time previous to our author's travels, the Engliih

had introduced among them the head-drefs of
the Drufes, confining of a large piece of ftriped

filk, decorated with fringe^ and rolled round tb«

hcsA
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head like a tarbao. Another indlfpenfible pre-

CaatioD is, not to haVe the colour of green in any

part of the drefs* as this would be confidered in

• Chrifttan as a criminal profanation, and would
infallibly draw the heavieft eife6ti of Mahomet-
so fary upon the offender's bead.

Green, which was the favourite colour of the

Ibccefsful impoftorf is ftill referred exclufively

fat bis numerous defcendants, and for fuch of

ills followers as are fuppofed to have merited a
pirticular mark of honour^ by their Areqnent pil-

grimages to Mecca.
Our author vifited the camp of Murad, v^here

lie found, for the accommodation of that bey, and
hrts principal officers, immenfe tents, that were
divided into feveral apartments. The floors ^ere
covered with the richeft oarpets, and the hiterior

clecoiations coniifted of the moft beautiful gold
«nd liWer ftofTs, that were ever manafa6hired ftt

Lyons. The cavalry was equally magnificent
with the officers* tents. Gold and filver orna-
ments, with the choiceft embroidery on Morocco
leather, glittered with a dazzling luflre in the

iieams of the funj and the houfings of the fad-

^les werci made of the moft elegant velvets, en-
fiched with fmall, delicate patterns, and trimmed
with a broad gold lace.

Sonniiii was likewife admitted, oocafionaHy,

'into Murad*s palace, by means ofa young French-
man, who enjoyed his confidence* The bey re-

•cetved him with much civility, defired him to fit

by his fide, and to fmoke out of his own pipe, a
^ftingoifhed honour in Esypt,bot which was by
-no means flattering to the European. Murad
would likewife, at thefe times, afk a thoufand
foolifli ^ueftions, which betrayed the moft pro-

foun<i

]

I

^. -!-4
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found ignorance. Sonnini*s anfwem, Tiowerer^

proved Co fatisfaAory, that the bey determined
to take him into his fervice, io the double capa*

city of phydcian and engineer. He even otfered

him a large houfe at Cairo, domedics and guarda*

a daily abundance of proviHons, and a confidrr-

able friary; but Sonnini was too prudent to be re-

duced by a man, who, according to his capricious

hunMur, would one day load a perfon with fa-

vours, and the next, throw him fuddenly- into

Irons, or probably iifuc out an order for hit exe-

cution.

. The perfonal appearance of Murad is extreme-
ly martial, his chin is covered with a hufhy, black

beard, his thick eyebrows referoble arches of
ebony, and his large eyes are animated and foil

of fire. To great bravery, he joins entraordioary

Areni^th, and fingular addrefs. An intrepid

warrior, capable of enduring the greateft hard-

ihips, an excellent horfeman, dexterous and pow-
erful, in the ufc of the fabre ; bold i|i enterprifct

cool in a6tion, but terrible in an engagement witk
his foes, he /might, with prof^r iniirudion, have
been a. great general. His haughty deportment
and liberal difpoHiion give him the dignified «/-

pearance of a monarch ; but ignorance, cruelty,

and oppredion, have rendered him, in realitjft a,

ferocious tyrant.

The cuflom of engaging in fliam fights, and
too often in ferious combats, have rendered the

Mamelukes a brave and warlike race of men ;

the ardent ebullition of their youth would* in-

deed, have made them a formidable body, had
they poflTeflfed any knowledge of European , tac-

tics, or any idea of engaging in regular ranks.

Their tavalry certainly derivc»i a great advfintage

from



'from the pecaltiir excelleoce of their Korfes, aod
(he extraordinary (kill of the rideri. E?eo fome
of the children, though drefled io large paota-

loooi, tiiat'fcarcely permitted them to walk, |iave

been {ten, by our traveller, to gallo|> backw:arda

and forWi^ds on Arabian courfers* with aAoniih-*

thj^ f^if^irefs, at)d to wheel about in every direc-

ti^. • All their inoyeroents,** faj« he, *' whe-
' thef of approach* retreat, of change of difpoAtioo,
^ are made with the ftibidity of lightning; and,
"when the velocity of.tneir career feemi to have
fefarated them, they are in a moment again col-

leded.** Xbcre »re certainly no people, who are

able to fhow therafeltes to ereater advantage, in

•their eqnedrian exercifei, than the Mamelokes.
!The Turkilbcavalry iawell known, but itwonld
Ibe materially injured by a comparifon with thefe,

as* the Tafks are evidently (ieticient both in re-

fpca of grace atid agHlty.
• The Egvptiiin liorfes have been erroneouily

defcribed, by fome Europeans, ai being equally

^deilitute of ftreneth and fpirit $ whereas our au-
^thor, corroborated by tiiiny other witneflfes, both
^iiincient and modern, affirms them to be the hand-
' fomeft on the face of the globe. A majeflic da-
rtnre. the head well fet on, fiill, animated eyes,

wide nodrils, a fine forehead, the crupper round
and plump, Aender tendinous legs, a light, yet
fure ftep, noble attitude, and an admirable pro-

^^portion between all the parts, give them a molt
^^beantiful appearance. They are not, indeed, fo

ifrong as the Arabian horfes found in the fame
"countries^ nor are they capable of performing
ftirh long journeys, yet they compenfate for this

deticlency by their beautiful make^ proud Hep,

"and (lately motions.
.

'

'
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ThU peculiar breed of horfei U teftriftfld to

two paces, a ftatcly walk and a gallop. Tbegr

are totally ii^acc|iiainted with the trot, at it ia

reckoned, hy the Egyptian eqaeilrians, a vulgar

•nd ignoble pnce.

When the rider dirmoontt, the borfe la led

about by a fervant, till he refumei hia feat ; and
however (hort the ditlance he may have ridden*

the horfe ii never taken to the ftableit till be haa

been thus led about long enoush to recover hia

breath, and to become cool, Thii caftom feema
univerfally adopted by, all the oriental nationa.

l*he horfes are rubbed down with -the utiMt
care« and are frequently wa(hed. Their food is

alio different from that of the horfes of Europ^i
an, inftead of hay or oat% they are regularly fed

with chopped ftraw and barley. When in their

ftallsy the head is left at perfeft liberty, by which
means that bandfome part of the animal is pre-

served from fuch defers as are often occafioned«

in the weftern heroifphere, by the weight or im-
proper make of the halter ; their hoofs are (imply

covered with a light femicirde of iron, that is

neither turned up at the ends nor ftudded with
large nails, but is yet fufiicient to defend them
from injury, in a country where there are no miry
roads, or pavements.

Horfes are referved exclufively, at Cairo, for

the military. The confuls of the European na«

tions enjoyed indeed, (in confequence of their

treaties with the porte), the right of riding on
horfeback, but they fei ^om availed themfelves of
this privilege* except to go into the country, or

to repair to the pama's levee, at the commence-
ment or termination of their confulftiip. They
knew by experience the perils attendant on their

prerogative^
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juref^^tlvt, ind never extrciCtd it wUboul fuf-

uining much ^l^ufe from an ignorant ai^d fupar-

ilittoua po|)uUce.

M. Toti haying demanded n public fiadience

of the pama of Cairo, our luthor, to hi* great re-

gret, wai ^rerrnt at one of ihefe ceremonies of

pri(!« and himiiliation, which a temporary vani-
ty purcliatcdt at the cipcnrr. of opprobrium and
peijTonal danger,
• The agn ot the Janizaries was coromiQioncd to

ma^^ the reqnifite arrangements for tt>e Euro-

peans; and he acquitted nimfelf of hischiirge in

the mofi magniHcent manner. The horfiis were
)he fiorA that could po(Cb1y be procured^ and
'it>eir natural beauty was flill enhanced by the

dHZzling jutlr^ qC their gilt, and rm^oidered
.trappings. £ach horfe was led by a groom, and
thefe fiery courfcrs, unufed to a flow fl<7p, im-
patiently champed their bits, pawed the ground,
moiiOened' their cheftawith the breath that^iflu-

ed from their burning noflriU, and, by all the

reftltfs aAivity'they could potfibly employ, en-

deavoured to free themfelves from re()raint, and
to gratify their ardour, by indulging in their ac-

cuOomed pace.
.

,

Janizaries, mounted upon aflTes, led the way.
Kent went the French interpreters, moiinted in

a fimilar manner. The cavalcade advanced be-
tween two lines of infantry. The Frenchmen
marched in file, and, unfortunately for them, in

their native dref^. All the merchants of their

nation then followed, mounted on aifes, and ha-
bited in the oriental fathion, and a body of foot

foldiers clofed the procelpon.
,

Being obliged to traverfe a con fide rable por-

tion of the city, they had to go a full mile and a
'

' haff
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half before they arrived at the caftle, While ibe
populace, who were aftonifhed to fee the Franks
fo honourably attended, laviihed upon thpm the

moft opprobrious epithets, and even the more mo-
derate loudly pitied the horfes, which, they faid,

were thus condemned to carry iogt and acatrfi^

ittfideh.

The ceremonial of the audience was condnd-
ed after the Turkiih manner, a few infignificant

fentences were interchanged ; fweetmeats, )Cof-

fee, and flierbert were ferved \ perfumes were
burnt; and, after the fpace of i few minutes^ tliie

Europeans withdrew.
During the (hort time occupied by the audience,

the Egyptian rabble had collected, in order t^in«

tercept the Franks on their return. M. Tott de-

fired the interpreters to throw around them'fome
handfulsof medines; but this munificence anfwet'

ed no other purpofe, than that of eoilaming tlie

Mahometans, who inftantly returned the favomr

by a ihower of'(tones and volleys of inve6live8.

The clothes of the interpreters were literally torn

to rags, though the guards, by an a^ive employ-
ment of their long (laves and fabres, attempted
to difperfe the mob, and feveral fiones paiTeid fo

near the head of our author, as aftually to en-

danger his life; he now, therefore, refolved,

though rather too late, no more to increafe the

pomp of oftentation, under fucb perilous circuni'^

ilances.

On the travellers return to (he didrid occupi-

ed by the French, a new uproar took place, as

every guard, groom, and domeftic, demanded a
remuneration for his trouble. The aga of the

Janizaries alfo announced his claims, to which
the mortified Europeans were obliged to fubmif,

and
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and this difagrerable hufmeCs, after much alter-

catfon, vasat length happily concluded.

The caflle of Cairo is fituated at the back of

a mountainous chain, on the eaflern fide of the

river, railed Mokattais, or Hewn Mountain, on
account of iti» extreme neepner<*. It commands
the city, but is itfelf commanded by the fummit
of the Mokattam. It is flanked with two towers,

and provided with a few indifferent pieces of can-
oon ; yet the edifice is much dilapidated, and is

apparently hafltning to decay, through the neg-
U(k of the Egyptians, notwithfianding it is the

only defence of their capital. It affords a charm-
ing profpc&t and the remains of fevcra! magnifi-
cent apartments, which are Hill, in fome mrafure,
fupported by columns of granite and the rooft

beautiful marble, are worthy of the fpe6tator*s

attention. In the midfl of the enclofure is the

'deep excavation, known to Europeans by the

name of* Jofeph's Well. This wc-U, which is funk
io a foft, calcareous rock, i formed of two fec-

tions, that are not in the lame perpendicular line.

A flight of Hrps forrus an rafy defcent, and on
the plblfurm ffpaatiug the two feftions, oxen
are employed in raifing the water, by means of a

wheel. This curious well is faid to be two hun-
dred and eighty feet deep, and forty two in cir-

cumference; the water 'm exccfliyely brackifh.

The houfes of Cairo are extremely ill built;

the fmallcft of them are crowded with a wretched
and nnmeroiis mixture of inhabitants} thole of
the opulent are commonly furrounded hy n coiirt

;

the generality of them are conftrn6ied of three

differrnt materials, viz. brick, wood, and lone ;

but iht-y have no appearance of regular architec-

ture, nor arc they enllveoed by any exterior decor-

ation.
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atioa. Whliln is a fpacious hall, paved witb maf*
ble, having hi the middle a marble refervoir of

water ; thefe halls, which are the whole height

of the houfe, are covered with a fmall dome, hav-
ing an aperture on the north iide, which admits
the wind through a narrow tubej, and increafes

the agreeable coolnels produced by the marble
and the water.

The walls, flanked with fine towers, by ^hich
the city was formerly furroanded, have been fad*

]y dilapidated by the dedrudive hand of barba*
rifm; nor is Cairo now defended by any fortifica-

tions. Sonnini obferved two gates, of the moft
fimple and noble architedure. One of thefe is

called Babel Nafr, or the Gate of Vidory; and
the other is denominated Babel Foutouh, or the
Gate of Pafiage, becaufe it was on this fide that

Sultan Selim entered the city, by a breach. '

The (ubiirbs of Cairo contain many fine build-

ings towards the eafi, which are the maufolea of
the ancient Egyptian fultans: moft of them are

now falling to decay.

A large canal, that communicates with the
> Nile a little above Old Cairo, and is moft proba-
bly the work of the Pharaohs, crofles the middle
of the city, from the weft to the north-eaft. Over
it are thrown feveral bridges, and thefe are em-

> belli fhed on each fide with two houfes. Accord-
"ing to the Arabic hiftorians, the bed of this canal

^is paved with marble; but it is at prefent cover-

ed with thick ftrata of mud. The famed Egypti-
an river no longer runs through it, except in Aa-
guft, September, and Odober, when the fquarei

are converted into large lakes by its inundation.

During thefe three months, might be feen by the

light of torcbei, and the fplendor of Ulumina-
iions.
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dooSi a variety of boats, richly decorated, floating

upon its furfacc, while bands of muficiaos exert-

ed themfelves, to gratify the concourfe of people

who repaired thither, after the heat and fatigues of

the day, to breathe the refreihiog air, and to feek

acDufement in the feflive fcene. Thefe inundat-

ed fquares, then affording fo delightful a profped*

are foon changed to unfightly and infedious

maribes, which, in their turn, yield to the dooil-

xiion of fertility } and the Hranger, who has re-

cently mourned their defolate appearance, be-

holds, to bis utter aftoniibmeut, thefe noxious

plains ofiliroe and mud, contpletely clothed with
the verdure of efculent herbs, or crowned with
the rich luxuriance of the yellow harveft.

The ceremony of breaking down the dike,

which clofes the entrance of the canal, was a

day of jubilee to the citizens. The paiha and-
beys appeared in great ilate upon this occaAon,
wliich our author witnefled on the 9th of Auguft
1777. As the canal gradually dried up, the bot-

tom, on which was thrown all the filth and offal of
Cairo, emitted a noxious efHuvia, that rendered

the farrounding houfes almoft uninhabitable : for-

tunately, however, this inconvenience was foon

remedied, by the extreme heat, and then became
one of the moil populous Greets in the city.

During his refidence at this place, Sonnini
fpent much of his time at the windows of the
conful's houfe, from whence he had an opportu-
nity of feeing the dancing girls, whofe (laps and
motions bear no relVmblance to the dances of Eu-
ropeans ; they confill chiefly of quick motions of
the loins, which they agitate with alionilhing

fupplenefs, while the other parts of the body
roaaia motioolefs. Thefe movements are Inter-

rupted
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rupted by a quick and airy fprlng from tfa^

ground, performed to the found of a hautboy, a
lute with three Hrings, and a tambourine.

Thefe female dancers, who always attraft an
immenfe crowd of fpc^jtors. by their wanton and
indelicate exertionn, wear on the thumb and fore

linger of both hands a litilr cup, which they oc-

caiionally ftrike together, in cadence, lik^ cafta-

netg. Their noftrils are decorated with a ring,

and their face is uncovered, which, in thefe

countries, is confidered ns the height of elTron-

tcry. At the concludon of Ih^ir dances, they let

down their veilR, take hold of their ears with
both hands, and (ing, or rather fquall, with all

their might.
• The dancing girls arc fucceeded by jugglers,

vrhofe tricks and dexterity are much the fame as

thofeof the ronjitrers in Europe. Tumblers like-

wife entertain the populace with feveral feats of
a6tivity, and are accompanied by a fort of mer-
ry andrew, whofe office is to excite laughter

among his fpe^tators.

' From Cairo to Boulac, the road, which is much
frequented, is greatly infefted with improvifalori.

Thefe poor poets, who wear a cap made of rulhes,

falute every paflenger with an extempore com-
poiition in verfe; whenever they have an idea of

obtaining fome money, two of them immediately

commence a dialogue on the virtues of the per^

foo whom they addrefs, and to whom they are

Entire ftrangers. Thus they fpend their time in

.reciting, with great volubility, the praifes of all

who pafs them, in a long rhapfody of mere com-
mon place.

The other amufements, that ferved to relievk

the ennui of a dull and retired life, whirh od*-
' auihc;
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atithor \raf neceflitated lo lead at Cairo, \irere

the various proceflions, conncded with the civil

or religious ceremonies of the people* which oc-

ca(iona)ly palfed before the eotrdnce of the French

dwellings. One of the moll fplfendid, and at the

£tmc time the mod noffy, of thefe procrflions, was
chat of weddings. When the preliminaries of a

tamily union are fettledi the bride t\cA is at«

tended, whenever Ihe goes from hom6, with a nu-

merous and pompous retinue. Preceded by drums
and hautboys, (he walks in flate, beneath a 6ne
canopy, enclofed with drapery, and is furrounded

and followed by a oonfiderable concourfe of peo-

pie. Her firft vilit is to the bath, where flie is

fucceflively drelTed in the habit of a Janizary, •

Mameluke, or in fome other male attire, to the

great delight of herfelf and her female compa-
nions, who ufually fpend the greateft part of a
dny in the adjuftment of thefe mafquerade ha-

bits, and in the burfts of merriment which fuch

droll metamorphofes muft of neceflity occaHon.

A few days aftpr this vidt, the bride is conduct-

ed from the rcHdence of her father to that of her

deftinedhulband, attended by the fame proce(Con

»

and preceded by a number of perfons carrying all

her clothes, jewels, and a few trifling moveables.

On this occalion, the appearance of the lady's pro-

perty, which conftitutes the whole of the marri-

age portion, is a principal fource of vanity, ^nd
therefore requires that every attention (liould be
paid to difplay it to the greateft advantage. The
different articles are dirtributed among feveral

perfoiis, fome of whom bear only th« weight of
a few ounces j for the magnificence of the cere-

mony con(i(ls in the greate(l poflible number of
attendants. -

. '
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Though there is no part of the globe where
priefis have greater influence and preponderance
than in Egypt, yet they have never attempted to

intermeddle in matters relating only to focial or-

der, or to dired the formalities of marriage, which
the Muflfulmen univerfaily conlider as a mere
civil compad. The parties prefent themfeWes
before the cadi, who receives their declaration)

writes the agreement^ and dra.W8 ap the con-
trad.

Another ceremonial, in which both the Egypti-
ans and Turks difplay the mod oftentatious pa-

rade, is the circumcilion of their children. Thieie

proceflions, coafiilipg of feveral bands of mufici-

ang, horfemen with their brilliant ornaments, and
perfons of eirery rank accompanying the bo^ tp

his initiation into the Mahometail religion, torta

?i
fpedacle admirably grand, and worthy the at-

tention of a foreigner. •

From a furvey of the warehoufes at Cairq^

Sonnini has been led to pronounce that famous
city, the emporium of the trade of almod every

quarter of the world. At the period of his re-

tearches, they were filled with the beautiful, (ilky

fiuffs, wove from the wool of Caflimere, and with

the various and elegant manufadures of India*

tn feme of them the diamond of Golconda (hone
with dazzling brilliancy, while the lefs effulgent

pearl of the ealtern ocean modeftly exhibited its

ardent rays ; and in others, the porcelain of Ja-

pan, difplayed its lively and permanent ccldu/s.

Some of thefe public receptacles were fcected

with an immenfe quantity of the fragrant berries

of the coffee-tree of Yemen and the fpices of

the Molucca illahds ; while the fined effences and
mod precious perfumes, that Africa and Arabia*

, ^ . could

\\s
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toM prodacet Imparted to others a mixtnre of

the moft delightful exhalations. European com-

moditiet were equally abundant, and from the in-

terior of Africa were coni^antly received fupplies

of gpms, ivory> gold and (laves.

This laft fpecies of noercbandife is brought to

Cairo, by the caravans of Nubia. Two of them
ibmetimes arrive in the coarfe of the year, and
ihe unhappy wretches, intended for fale, may be

eftimated at between fifteen hundred an^ two
thoufand. Daring Sonnini's refidence at Cairo,

their price rofe according to the extent of the

importation ; hot the handfomeli ilavc, either

male or female, might be purchafed for about

three hundred livres.

On their arrival at the Egyptian capital, thefe

negroes are uncomfortably crowded into a build-

ing appropriated to their reception, and in a long,

narrow ftreet, adjacent ; they arc cruelly expof-

ed to fale by their own countrymen, who permit

every perfon, who chufes to examine them, to

turn them about, aiid make them ufe their limbs

in every way as is pradlfed by the dealers in cat-

tlcj in Europe.

The markets of Cairo aflford fo great a profu-

lion of the neceflaries of life, that all the delica*

cies of the table may be there procured at a very

reafonable rate. Erery fort of fi(h that is found
in the Nile, is there to be found; and in the month
of September, a fpecies of larks may be purchaf-

;id, which are taken by bird-catchers, on the fmall

patches of ground furroundcd by water, in the in-

undated plains. They arrive from the coafts of

the Mediterranean, bordering upon Barbary, but
their fiay at Caim is of very ihort duration.

Anxious
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Anxious to profecute hit interefllog refearches,

our traveller now determined on penetrating, if

polOble, into Abyflinia. The route by the Red
Sea appeared the mod agreeable, and he accord-

ingly propofed to go firtt to Dsjedda, and froin

thence to Souaquem ^ud Arklko; but, conlider-

ing that he muft wait a confiderable time for^
palfage to.Osjedda, and that he might be proba-

bly detained there ftill longer, before be could
reach the (hores of Ethiopia, he altered bis refo-

lution, and determined to take the route of Up-
per Egypt, though it was rather dangerous, on
account of the itinerant Arabs who committed
their depredations with impunity, whife the coqq-
try was convutfed by tumults an^d diforder, ]']

In confequence of this refolution, tie waited
upon Murad Bey, who gave him recommenda-
tions to all the commanders of Upper £gypt, and
a letter to a powerful Arabic prince* named
Ifmain-Abou- AH, by whofe a^illapce l^urad had
been redored to the ofQce of (tiech el Bella^.

Sonnini alfo procured letters from th^ fuperior

of the miflionaries of t|ie Propaganda, who have
four houfes for the reception of monks, in Upper

TJie period of our author's departure was now-

fixed, and a kanja«or little bpat. hired for his in-

tended voyage*; but, on bis arrival at Boulac,

the wind blew {o (lroi>g from the routhwar4i^hat
it was impodible to afcend the Nile s^gainft Jts
violence ; he therefore refolved to fpenid the ^a)'

upon the banks of the river, where a bufy mul-
titude of people exhibited all the budle of a
commercial port, and where a yaripty af fcenes,

upot^ the water, f^pryed to o|)literate dil^ngrceable

rfcfledtions.

,i *• •



' refleftiotis, and to make tlie inomenti of ddaj
pa ft over unperceived.

The better to difguife his European appear-

ance, Sonniiii had adorned his head with a red

turban, which, with the other parts of his drefs^

gare bina permiffion to walk about without at-

trading any particular attention, as he was fup-

pofed a Mahometan. This precaution, it feems,

was fuggefted to him, previous to bis departure,

by Murad Bey. " Difguife thyfelf carefully,"

faid hci ** drefs in fuch a manner^ that the mod
^
difceming may not be able to pronounce thee a

' Nazareen. Thou rou(l indeed be fuch in the pre-

fence of ray kiafchefs, and of all fuch as thou
mud apply to for prnte6tion ; but, before tbofe

deigi affellaht^ appear to be a MuiTuIman, and oc-
cafion»lly pafs thyfelf for one of my officers, as

the only means of fafely eluding their wickednefs
and barbarrty.'*

Opposite to Boulac, on the weftern bank of the
Nile, is the village Embabe, famous for the ex-
cellent butter that is there made. This is the only
place in Egypt, where that article of food can be
eaten frelh ; as, in every other part of the coun«
try, it is really good for nothing.

The fertile plains, that furround JEmbabe, on
the wedern fide, are clothed with fcveral excel-

lent produdions, among which is a fpecies of lu-
pins, that are in g^reat edimation among the

Egyptians. The feeds, when dripped of their

thick and hard covering, are boiled in fait and
water, and thus fold, ready dreded, in the dreets

and markets. They are too hard to be ufed ia
either foups or ragouts, but, when boiled, they

^conditute a favourite difli with the natives. The
^ CbridiaDs of the caB make ufe of them as a di-

D 3 mulus
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molus for drinking brandjr, and flo^r 19 alfp made
of them, which is ufcd likq that of other farina-

ceous plants. The lialk of the lupin, reduced to

^ihes, is accounted fuperiof to other charcoal, in

the compofition of gunpqxvdrr, and t|ie oieal ii

e^ceUenily adapted for cleaning the hands aod
foftening the (kin.

The fouth wind having moderated, our author
and his companions quitted fioulacon the morn-
ing of the 21(1 of March, but the voyage was of
fliort duration, m the reis, or mader qf the boat,

pretended that bis ]i(tle \ctte\ ftood in need of
tepair, and upon this pretence flopped at Old
Cajro* the MilV el Attik6 of the Arabs.

This town, which indicates the iite of the Ba-
bylon of Egypt, is about half a league diftaot

from Boulac, and is the port for fuch boats ^s

come down from the Said. Here, in the midjd

of the Mahometan mofqucs. are a Catholic church
and convent, and a Jews fynagogue ; th& Copts
have likewife a grotto, or low chapel, which, ac-

cording to a piouA tradition, is faid to have been
inhabited by the Virgin Mary* when (he fled with

her infant Saviour into Egypt*
At old Cairo may be feeu Jpfepb's Granaries,

if indeed the. name of granaries can be juftly giv-

en to a large fpace of ground, furrounded by
high walls, and divided into feparate courts, with-
out any covering. The walls are badly condru^-
ed, and their appearance fufBcieutly modern to

contradift the public error, which has attributed

their erection to the patriarch Jofcph. They are

now ufed for the reception of the corn bropg^t
from Upper Egypt, as the fifcars dues.

A work more worthy of attention, and which
Is in fa^ the only object that claipas the admira-



fion of travellers who vifit this citf, !• thenquc'

d\i€t that fupplies the caftle with water from the

Nile. It h fupported by three hundred and fifty

lofty and onrrow arcades, and the water is raifed

by a chnin-pump, with foi^r wheels, which is

worked by onen.

In front of old Cairo, in the middle of the

Nile* is an ifland qf ^bout five hundred yards

in breadth, where is built the mekkias* which
iignj.les tpeafure. It is there that the rife of the

river isafcertained upon the graduations of a pil-

lar, im\ from the obfervations made thereon, pub-
lic criers proclaim, through the flreeti of the city,

the fucceflive heights of the water, on which aro

grounded all the hopes of the natives, with re-

gard to fertility and abundance. This Nilometer
is.fuppofed to have been ereded by the Arabs

;

the iAand is called Roudda, or gardens, becaufe it

is inhabited exclufivelyby gandeners, and iscon-

fequently clothed with the rich prodn6tions of
^iofa and Pomona.
On the other fide of Roudda, the town of Gi-

zah extends along t{ie weftcrn bank of the Nile.

The lofty turrets of the mofques, the numerous
date trpes, that embellifli its environs, and the

pniajeAic river, which laves the very foundation of
the houfes, renders this pla<;e peculiarly pleafing,

at a fmali difiance. In the vicinity of Gizab,
once Aouri (lied the famous Memphis, and the ce«

lebrated Pyramids, which may be juflly ilyled

the mod valuable relics of Egyptian glory and
magnificence, are at fo fmall.a diftance, as to be
called, indifcriminately, the Pillars of Memphis,
or the Pillars of Gizah.

A frefii breeze, from the northward, having
fucceeded tbqcointrary fouth wind, our traveller

quitted
;.Hw
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quitted Otd Cairn, on the evening of ttie day in

which he larded, and refutned his voyage till

towards night, when he (lopped near a fmall vil-

lage, calltd Sheick Itmann. The houfes were all

built of mud, yet its appearance was remarkably
pleafing, as it was completely furrounded by
groves of date trees, whofe verdant tops, t>eot

down by the wind, formed an admirable (hade to

the flat roofs of the houfes, and rendered the
landfcape equally pidurefque and interefting.

Several egrets were likewife obferved among the

branches of thefe trees, whofe dazzling plumage
produced a charming contra(t with the bright

verdure of the foliage.

Having noticed fome Coptic monafleries, and
the villages Toura and Mazara, our author came
within (ight of the pyramids of Saccara and the

town of that name, famed for its va(i catacombi,

or repofitories of mummies, both of men and ani-

mals. He then pa(red the villages of Sohim and
Berdrifge, and arrived, in the evening at Kafr
Jaiat, an aifemblage of mud houfes, which is,

however, the refidence of a kiafchef. At this

place the wef^ern (bore of the Nile is remarkably
()eep, and the village ereded upon it may be feen

at a confiderable diHance A chain of mountains,

which, behind Toura, is clofe to the bank of the

river, here recedes, and admits of a more extenfive

cultivntion. The Nile here flowSj in its natural

bed, between two high (hores, and the inhabit-

ants of the country are necellitated to employ
machiheii in drawing the water for the purpofe of

'moiftening their grounds. There are a fprt of

fwinging levers, placed upon a horizontal crofs

bar, that is furnifiied syith leathern buckets. A
.mai), half covered with rags and araufing himfelf

with
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with (infing, fpendt the whole d«f in keeping

one of tbefe leven in motion, and pouring the

water into frouchf, or trenches, which comnjtmi-

cate with the plantations. To raife the water to

the level of the ground, it frequently rcquirrn

four or five of thefe hydraulic machines, fome of

which have two levers, fupported by the fame

crofi bar. The eaflero (bore is perpendicular.;

the oppoHte one has an imperceptible declivity ;

but, osn'ing to the length necerfary for the con-

duits. Itill greater labour is requiliteon that fide,

to water the lands to advantage.

On the morning of the 2ad, Sonnini proceeded,

with a light breeze from the northward, to the

village Riha, bqilt upon the weftern Ibore, and
nearly oppoHte to Atneb, a town formerly confe-

crated to the Cyprian goddefs under the name of
Aphroditopolis.

On the 2'lth; our author' vifited the town of
Komrig6, on the weftern fide of the Nile, wher«
there are a fufficient number of mofque» to an-
nounce a confiderable population. From hence

he proceeded in the afternoon, and, towards night,

moored his kanja at Schment'cl Arab, a village

ii mated on the fame fide as Komrig6. The
hotifes of this place, like all thofe of Upper Egypt,
are bnilt in a fquare form, and on their flat roofs

are dove-cots, which refcmble archite£tural or-

nnments. This gives the village an agreeable af-

ped at a dlliance; but, on a near approach, the
delufion vanilhrs, and nothing is to be leen but
huts of mud and every fign of extreme wretched-
ner«.

The morning of thp 26th brought tjje travellers

to the town of Boiifch, where they met with one
of thofe fouthcrly gales of vind, which are

equally
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equally famous aud alarming in tbe(c coantriei.
** Woe,** fay'i Sonnini, " to thofe, who may then
be traverfing 4he immenfe and dreary fandf*

^bich form the borders of Egypt t Intrepidity is

there of no avail, as the moft courageous armies

might be overwhelmed with clouds of fand, peridi

from fuffocationianddiein defpair." Attheperiod
of his travels^ he af!irms, " the atmofphere feemed
won fire, thbugh darkened by whirlwinds of duft.

Both men and animals inhaled the fcorching va-

pours, mixed u'ith burning fand ; the plants were
literally parched with the furprifing heat ; aud
all animated nature was withered."

This terrific gale of wind^ having continuecl^

and even increaled in violence on the following

day, the mariners were much dt\e&ed, and it was
only by dint of promifes that Sonoioi prevailed

on them to fet the kanja again in motion, by
tracking it along ; but the fury of the florm foon

rendered their efforts abortive, and obliged them
to feck a (belter behind a Tandy point, that ferved

to fcre'en the boat from the violent agitatioti of
the current. The heat was now much greater

than on the preceding day; evc/y limb was be-
dewed with a profufe perfpiration, add the fand»

which adhered to the travellers faces, might be
faid io form a kind of ma(k. The air was dark-

ened by a thick fog ol fubtilc duft, that found Us
way into every thing, obliging the mariners to

bathe their eyes every moment with the water of
the river, and precluding them from the poffibili-

ty of taking any refreflinient i for, whenever they

attempted to eat, their mouths were inftantly

filled with the burning particles of duft. At
length, however, the fury of the wind fubftded,

and they were enabled to approach Bcnifouef, a
fmall
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frnall town, (ituaied on the wedern bank of the

ri?er, at the diftance of twelve miles from Sch-

meat cl Arab. The houfes conftruded of brick,

the lofty turrets, and the furrcanding date-tree»

rendered the afped of this place lels difma) and
unfightly, than the generality of towns and vilr ^

lages in Upper Egypt. It is indeed thelargeft;

and mod affluent of all the places lituated along

the Nile, for a fpace of ninety miles. A nianu-

fadory of coarfe carpets, renders it a commercial

town ; the adjacent fields are bled with fertility,

s^nd clothed with a fmiling vegetation ; and the

cultivators appear much happier in their perfons

qnd iituatioDSf than thofe who refide nearer to

Cairo. . t

On the 2Bth, a dead calm fucceeded the burn-

ing, foutbern gale. In the afternoon, however,

there fprung up a light breeze, from the north-

eaft, which enabled our traveller to continue his

route till night, when he arfived at a large vil-

lage, called Bcbe, the refidence of a kiafchef, and
embellifhed with a mofque and z Coptic monaf-
tery.

Next day, Sonnini fet fail with a fine, favour-

able breeze. The weather was delightful, and
the atmofphere, cleared of the volumes of fand

with which it had been recently loaded, difplay-

ed its refplendent azure canopy, unfullied by a (in-

gle cloud, while the kanja fwiftly paiTed through
the yielding waters, .till the failors thought pro-

per to call anchor in the vicinity of Sbeick Zaiar^

a large place on the wedern bank of the river.

On the 30th they continued their route to Se«

iion-Seni, a well-built town, on the fame fide as

Sheick Zaiar. Here our author took particular

notice of tlie manner ia which t&c women pro-

vide
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vide themfelves with a (lock of water from (he

Nile. The load of each individual conHtis of
three earthern veffeU, One, very large, is placed

upon the head ; the fecond, rather fmaller, hangs
behind the back, being fupported by a cord,

palfed acrofs the forehead ; and the third, which
H dill lei's than the lecond, is fupported on the

left ihouldcr, and held by the right hand.

On the 3111 a pleafant breeze carried the tra-

vellers to Miniet, where a mountainous chain ex-

tends along the bank of the Nile, towards Ara-
bia, and its perpendicular pofition gives it the

appearance of a lofty wall, conllrufled by art.

Miniet, if compared with the other places in

the fame country, is certainly a pretty town. The
flreets indeed are narrow, the houfes are roughly

eonflru6ted of unburned brick, and the public

edifices are c\Mm{y, and irregular ; yet, a travel-

ler, who has been long accuftomed to fee only

fuch towns and villages, as are calculated to in-

fpire fentiments of pity and contenipt, cannot

fail of admiring Miniet and its cultivated envi-

rons. The houfe occupied by the kiafchef, asi

well as thofe of fome of the mod opulent inha-

bit^nti, are built of Done, the wbitenefs of
which forms an agreeable contrail to the mo-
notony of the reddiih grey of the others. The
bazars, >orfiAacet frequented by merchants, are to-

f lerably commodious, and the crowds that are

feen (here, announce a namerous population and
a briik trade. Here is a manufactory for earthen

veSeU, called bardacks, which con^itute a very

profitable branch of induftry, and are rrmarka-

b!y ufeful tp.the inhabitants, as water, that is put

into theti^, acquirvs a pleafant degree of cool-

;pcf8.

V Proftrate
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Prodrate and muttlated columns of granite^

and foroe few retaining their original fituation^

with numerous heaps of rubbifl)» clearly demon-
lirate. that Miniet occupies the lite of a more an-

cient city, but refpeAing its name authors have
difngreed. Some have pronounced it the fite of

Ht^rmopolis, meaning mod probably Hermopolis
the Great, Co called to diiiingui(h it from two
others of the fame name, formerly exifiing in

Egypt. Others have alferted that tbefe ruins are

thofs of Cynopolis, where dogs were worfliipped

by tne populace, and others again have fuppofed

Miniet to be the ancient Phils. The modern
town is near one hundred and fifty noUes from
Cairo,

Sonnini had brought from Cairo two recom*
mandatory letters, one to the kiafchef of Miniet*

and ths other to an opulent man who wa" a friend

to the French merchants, but found himfelf dif-

appointed by the abfence of both perfons, as the

kiafchef was making the tour of his di(ln£l:, in

order to levy contributions, and the Turk was at

one of his villages not far from the town. The
letter direded to the latter was, however, for-

warded to him, and the next day he fent a pre«

fent of five fheep and two large pots of butter to

our author, with a complimentary mefifage expref-

five of his regret at|iot being able to pay a perfonat

attention to the accommodation of the firanger.

The fecond officer in command at Miniet, hav-

ing broken his leg three days before Sonnini's ar-

rival, and underftanding that he was a phyfician*

fent for him to his houfe* Our author according-

ly obeyed the fummons, and fbund the cafe to

have been treated in a manner truly curious by
a Coptic fufgeon. The patient was laid upon the

Vol. XXIV. ^ ground
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ground, wlth/>ut either mat or carpet, having no-

thing beneath him but a bed of fand. His ex-

tended leg and thigh were fixed between Oakes
driven into the earth, which alfo fupported a

foiall brick wall, built up on each (k)e, in fuch a

manner, that the fradured limb was confined in

a piece of mafon work, where it was to continue

till the completion of the cure, while, in order to

promote the formation of the callus of the frac-

ture, a compoiition was daily applied to the leg,

confiding of earth, oil, and the white of eggs.

On the 2d of April, towards evening, the wea-

ther was extremely rough} (bowers of rain, which
rarely occur in Upper Egypt, were accompanied
with violent gales of wind from the fouth-we(l;

columns of fand obfcured the beams of the fun,

and ibort-breaking waves agitated the furface of

the river.

Next day, the ftorm having abated, the travel-

lers refumed their voyage, and on the 4th came
within iight of Sheick Abade, on the eaftern

bank of the Nile, where immenfe ruins, and a long

tra6t of ground, completely covered with rubbidi,

announce the fite of a large city, that was found-

ed by the Emperor Adrian, who, notwithf^and-

ing his military and political talents, rendered

him felf contemptible, on account of an unnatu<*

Val paflion for the beautiful Antinous. Adrian,

having been told by the Egyptit^n foothfayers,

that he was threatened with dreat danger, unlefs

a perfon, who was exceedingly dear to him, and
by whom he was ardently belovfcd, was facrificed

for his prcfervation, confented with equal cruel-

ty and cowardice, to the death of Antinous, who
generoufly offered himfelf as the vidim, and vo-

luntarily bade adieu to the fcenesof life, by pre-

cipitating himfelf frotathe fummit of a rock into

the
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the Nile. Thioliing to obliternte his difgrnc*

and ingratitude, the emperor immediately creat-

ed a city, in honour of his favourite, under the

name of Antinoopolis ; embelliflied it with the

inort exquifite ornaments of ait; creeled tern-

pies; inltituted games and facrifices; and himfelf

regulated a worfliip that was to be paid to the

memory of his fuppoled deliverer. Yet the in-

tention of Adrian was fadly defeated, as, in (lead

oi ejfacif/gt he prrpi'tuated his barbarity and crimi-

nal paflion, by the name of the city, and the ex-

cellent ftatuesof the unfortunate futfcrer.

Antinoopolis was built on the (ite of the ancU
cient Egyptian Abidus, long celebrated for the

oracles delivered by a pretended divinity, called

Befa. Abidus and Antinoopolis are, however,

now mingled in one general dellru6tion. The
veftiges of the latter excite the traveller's regret,

as its mutilated remains exhibit rather the ele-

gant forms and graceful contours of the beft Gre-
cian and Roman architedure, than thofe heavy
and gigantic monuments or prodigious maifes of

ilone, which are generally foand among Egyptian
ruins, and which arc better adapted to ftrike with
aitoniflimeotf than to charm with admiration.

It was with extreme ditiiculty that our author

prevailed on the boat-maHer to approach thefe

ruins, 88 they are infeded by the word and moft
refolute robbers in Egypt. After fome altercation,

however, Sonnini landed with his draughtfman,
and found among a richvariety of antique mo-
numents, a triumphal arch, or magnificent gate,

decorated with fluted pillars; its front was one
hundred and tifty feet in length, and fo worthy
was it deemed of obfervation, thattiur author re-

folved to have l^d a complete drawing of it, for

Xhit fatisfadion of his countrymcD^ but while the

draughtfman
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draughtfman was employed in his (ketch, the re-

poU of a gun announced the approach of robbers,

aim the travellers had only time to re^ch their

boat, and make their efrape before the arrival of
the banditti, who faluted them with many threats

and imprecations.

At the diflance of nine miles from Sheick Aba-
de, is a fmall, pleafant town, called Mellavoui

:

it is fituated about half a league from the wett-

ern bank of the Nile, and is the refidence of a

kial'chef ; the adjacent plain is extremely fertile

in corn, and yields a conHderable quantity^ as an
export to Arabia.

On the evening of the 25th, our traveller ar-

rived at Manfelout, a large town, and much hand-
fomer than Miniet. The ftreets are wider and
better planned; the iituation is delightful; the

walls are elegantly fhaded with a variety of fruit

trees and majedic palms ; and the commerce is

very confiderable, confiding of all forts of grain,

«nd cloths of the native manufadture. On the

cppofite fide of the Nile, is a large Coptic mo-
naftery, entirely enclofed with high walls. The
only mode of admifiion is that of being drawn up
in a baiket, by means of a pulley, whence the

edifice has obtained the appellation of, *'Tho
Convent of the Pulley."

On the 6th of May, Sonninl arrived at Siout,

which he defcribes as one of the largefi: cities in

Upper Egypt. It is built upon an artificial emi-
nence, at a fmall difiance from the weftern (bore

cf the Nile. The inhabitants are fupplied with
water by means of a canal, over which is a Gothic
bridge, of three arches, built of ilone, and toler-

ably handTome. The adjacent mountains form,

behind the town^ an amphitheatre of (leril rock^.

Tho
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The other (ide of thefe mountains, orerlookini;

the riv^r, appears at a dittance as if pierced with
many holes of various forms ; they are indeed the

inlets to excavations in the calcareous rock. Some
of thefe entrances are in the form of an oblong
fquare, and others in that of an>arch. They are

ofhandfome workmanthip, and ornamented with
a variety of fymbolical devices, among which, our
author remarked, both in the interior and on the

the outfide, the figure of a man leaning upon a

Aick.i Many of the excavations form fpaciout

chambers, about thirty feet high ; the (ides of

which are embellithed with figures and hierogly-

phics; but thefe are nearly effaced by all-de-

firoying time. Some remains of painting may
Hill be difcovered on the ceilingr, and there are

alfo fome deep, fquare wells, but too dark tp be
feen, and too dangerous to admit of dcfcent.

Numerous and various have been the ideas of

different authors, upon the origjpal purpofe of
thefe immenfe caverns. Sonnini, however, feems
perfe6tly convinced, ihat they were origiiially

ufed for the fepulture of the ancient Egyptians,

and that fevera) beautiful grottoes, with which
they are furrounded, were the catacombs of the

Lycopolitans.

At the foot of the mountains is an enclofure,

fet apart for the burial of the Mahometans. It

was recently whlte-waffied, at the time of our
author's vifft, and its winding condru^ion, full

of interfedions, rendered it a very agreeable and
pidturefque object.

A caravan of Negroes being ready to fet off

from Siout, on their return to Sennaar, the capi-

tal of Nubia, our author dwmed it the moft fa-

vourable opportunity of undcrtahin;: his detained

E5 journey
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journey into Abyffinia -, he accordingly concerted

all hig arrangements with the black chief of the

caravan, and was upon the point of commenc*
ing his route, when an event occurred, which
obliged him finally to rclinquiOi the delign.

The kiafchef of Siout» who exprelfed a great

regard for our traveller, was requeued to ufe his

intereft in fettling the price that Sonnini was to

pay the chief, or kabir, for his journey. The Nu-
bian at firft demanded an exorbitant fum, till,

after feveral conferences upon the fubjeft, when
lie was rather more reafonable, but his price was
fiill exceflive. At length, however, this Nubian
ieemed extremely anxious for our traveller to vi-

iit Sennaar, and after promiting him the greateft

luxuries at the court of his Sennaarian majefly,

he declared that, (exclufive of fifty patackes, for

camels and provifions), he would demand no re-

muneration for his trouble, as he was well con-

vinced the king of Sennaar would be highly gra-

tified with the European's vilit, and would fufH-

ciently reward him for conduding Sonnini to his

country.

This fudden change created fome fufpicion in

our author's m'nd, which his companions, lefs

Iblicitous for a fight of the African interior, had
not been fo How in conceiving. However, Son-

nini was flill fo impatient to embrace an oppor-

tunity of performing his favourite plan, that he
had refolved to accompany the kabir, when he
was requefted to vifit the kiafchef, without any
other attendant than his Egyptian ft-rvant.

On his attending the fummons, he was thus

addrelFed by the friendly Mameluke: *' You
muft, at Icaft for the prefent, relinquifh your
intendod journey to Sennaar." The importuni-

ties
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tifs of the kablr gave me fome fufpicions, but I

did not chufe to mention them, till I wa<i well

convinced of their propriety. " I have now foffi-

cient proof that yourfeif, and the other Franks,

your companions, were defigned an eafy facritice

to cruelty and covetoufnefs, as the dog of a Syri-

an, whom you retain in your fervice as an inter-

preter, has refolved, together with the kabir, to

terminate your exifience by aflaifination, in the

midft of the Defert, and then to divide your pro-

perty between them. In order that no doubt

may remain in your mind refpeding the atroci-

ous treachery of the ungrateful dog, that you
have cherilhed to a bad purpofe, I will have him
brought hither, and oblige him to acknowledge
the horrid plot in your prcfence."

The Syrian interpreter immediately arrived,

his mouth extended by a ftupid» habitual grin,

and his countenance expreflive of fatisfadion, as

imagining himfelf called upon to interpret an in-

terefting converfation. But no fooner had the

kiafchef allced him a few queftions, than his fea-

tures were overfpread with a guilty palenefs, and
his trembling limbs befpoke the agitation of his

mind. At length, the kiafchef informed him
that it was no time for dillimulatlon, as the ka-

bir had already con feflfed the particulars of his

perfidy, and that he was perfe6t!y acquainted

with the whole affair. The appilled interpreter

inlbntly fell, as if ftruck by lightning, at the

Mameluke's feet, acknowledging histranfgreflion,

and accufing the kabir as the author of the plot,

and of what he called his own misfortune. The
kiafchef, afluming a moft menacing tone, com-
manded the offender (hould be caned to deatli,

and Sonnini allowed a fuffici^nt interval for all

tha
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the pangi of terror to take polfcflicn of the cow-
ard'n loul, before he attempted to exert himfelf

on W\it behalf; but \\\\fi\ he (r^w (he inHruments
Of piiciilhnieni brought forward, he humanely en-

treated the incenled M.mieluke, to pardon a

wretch, who was unworthy of his notice. For

fome time hi.<i requell was fruitlefs, and the kiaf-

chef only contented to it, at \a[\, upon theabfo-

lute promife of the European, to punilh the in-

terpreter himfelf. Soiinini, accordingly expreiTed

bis warmed thanks to the generous officer, and
drove out of his houfe the pertidous kabir, who
had again come to folicit his fpeedy departure

with the caravan.

The Nubians of Sennaar and of Dongola are

tall and well-proportioned; their ikin is of a fine,

gloiTy black; and, like the Turks and Arabs, they

wear a beard and whiikers. The barbarous chiefs

alluded to in the above ancedote, wore a long,

thick beard, which, owing to his advanced age,

was, together with his whiikers, of a mod beau-

tiful white, and confequently formed a (Iriking

contraft with his fable complexion. Thefe Ne-
groes follow the religion of Mahomet, but they

add to it many of their own fuperllitious and pe-

culiar ufages. As they feldom have any more
covering than is required by decency, they ac-

count it a luxury to wear a long (hirt, of blue or

grey cloth, the ileeves of which are turned up
under the arm-pits. They have commonly fe-

veral fmall leathern cafes, fadened to the bend of

the left arm; thefe are ufed as pockets, for the

reception of money, tobacco, and other articles

that are frequently wanted. Upon the right

arm is 6xed a poinard, with a leathern (heath

and handle. They have no covering for the

head,
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bead, but plait or friz their woolly hnir in dif-

ferent ways, according to their feveral fancies.

Thofe who are occupied in trade, fpcak the Ara-

bic language; but among themfelvtM they have

a particular idiom. Ikfidcs gold and other mcr-

chandife, their caravans alfo bring from the ex-

tremity of Africa, to the Egyptian capital, va-

rious animals, for the amufement of the opulent

and the fubfiftence of (how-men, as monkeys, pa-

roquets, kc.

Sonoioi, having acquired a great reputation at

Siout, as '* a European phyfician, patronifed by
Marad Bey, and recommended to the moft pow-
erful prince in Egypt," was prevailed on, through

the medium of the kiafchef, to vitit the iheick of

a Bedouin camp, in the environs of Manfelout ;

be was accordingly conduced to the camp, by aa
efcort of Arabs ; but on his arrival, the iheiqlc

was much difappointed, to find that he was una-

ble to rel^ore an old Arab to his fight, on whofe
aocoant, his attendance had been reqiielted. Af-

ter aifaring them that his (kill did not extend fo

far as the working of miracles, and telling them
that nothing but a miracle, could reliore the in-

valuable blefling which the Arab had now loft

for two years, he took leave of the Bedouins,

\vhofe tents were pitched upon the fand, near the

village Tetalie^ and returned to Siout, by way of

Manfelout.
The plains thatfurround Siout are exceedingly

remarkable for their* abundant fertility, llie

orchards yield a fine variety of fruit, and the

farinaceous plants are to be admired for theirTa-

pid growth and furpriiing produce. Hemp is

cultivated in thefe countries ; but, intlead of be-

ing fpun into thread, as is pra^lifcd in Europe, it
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is prepared by the Arabs and Egyptians in fuch a

manner, as to I'upply the want of intoxicating li-

qtjorsi and is faicl to throw them into a tort of
agreeable inebriety, that infpires gaiety and oc-

caHons pleafant dreams.

Although the Egyptian hemp feems to approxio

mate to that of Europe, it Hill dift'ers from it in

fome particulars, that feem fuDicient to conHi-

tute a diftin^ and peculiar fpecies. On a llri6t

examination, it appears that the Halk of thi» plant

in much thicker and Ihorter than that of Europe.

Its leaves are broader, and lefs dentated } its ex-

halation iti much (Wronger, and its frudification is

fmaller, and at the fame time more numerous
than in the European fpc^cies.

After a long refidence at Siout, which was
partly occafioncd by indifpofiiion, our author

thought fit to continue his route to the foutb of

Egypt J
but, as he was unable to procure a boat,

he was compelled to chnnge his mode of travel-

ling, and accordingly hired two camels and fix

aHes, to carry him and his companions to Ech-
mlmm.

Quitting Siout on the 23d of May, about ele-

ven o'clock in the morning, the travellers pro-

ceeded for about ten hours, when they reached a

fmall town, called I'omleh, which is the refi-

dence of a kiafclief, and. like the other towns in

this country, is plc^ifanily fljadtd trom the in-

tenfe heat of the fun, by a fine enclolure of date

and other tree**, v^hnre cheerful foliage ferves to

fofien the wretched appearance of the habita-

tions. In the mofquo (here is Ihown a done £-

gurc of a camel, which is faid to turn towards

Mecca, at the lime nh hen the facred caravan quits

Cairo^ and 10 refume its former pofition when
the
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tlve pilgrims fct out on their return. Such is the

fable related by the townfmcn, but Sonnini had no
opportunity of examining their wonderful Hatue.

Next morning, the travellers purfued their

journey, leaving Tomieh about fix o'clock ; but

they had fcarccly rode fix miles, before they ob-

ferved four horfemen coming towards them, who
had every appearance of a banditti. During a

confiderable time they continued to ride round
our author and his followers, fometimes (lop-

ping, &nd occafionally threatening them with an
immediate attack, by couching their lances and
letting their horfes at full gallop ; but, finding

at length, that infiead of exciting terror, they

only aSbrdedamufenient, by their manoeuvres, to

a party who were prepared to deftroy them all

at one difcharge of their pieces, they abandoned
their defign, and difappeared with iocredible ve-

locity

.

At ten o*clock the travellers entered Tahta, a
town fituated at the difiance of thirty-fix miles

from Siout. Here our author was delayed by an
opulent Copt, who requefied him to call at bis

houfe, to give bis advice on a dangerous diforder,

and on his arrival, earnefily entreated him to de-

lay his journey, till the completion of the cure.

Sonnioi vainly attempted to hafien his departure,

byafiferting that the Arabic prince, Ifmain-Abou-
A!j, expe^ed to fee him. The invalid obferved,

that he was acquainted with the prince*, and would
write a letter that (hould be accepted as a futfici-

ent apology. Our traveller then reprefented to

him, that therefidenceof himfclf and his retinue,

at his houfe, would be attended with much ex-

prsce and inconvenience; but, intiead of attain-

ing his end by this remark, he receired the fol-

lowing
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lowing anfwcr. *' Doft thou fuppofe that -the

orientals have no more greatnefs of foul and ge-

nerofity than the Frank^.^ to whom the expence
of an additional inmate is a heavy burden? Were
there a thoufand of you, I could afford you board
and lodging, without any inconvenience." Sonni-

ni was confequently nccellitated to remain with
liis patient, according to his requeft.

His complaint was a violent eryfipelas, or St.

Anthony's fire, which completely covered one fide

of his bread. The afi1i6ted part appeared as if it

had been burned, and the patient fufiercdas much
SIS he pofiibly could have done from the adtion of
fire. He had for fome time been afllidted with
this acute difeafe, and had vainly hoped for re-

lief, from the ikill of the Italian miflionaries at

Echmimm, who had been called in as phyiicians^

and had bled hiin repeatedly without effed. Son-
nini, however, was more fuccefstul, if not more
ikilful, in his mode of treatment, as, at the expir-

ation of ten days, he informs us^ the Copt was
completely cured.

The recovered patient could not now exprefs

his joy and gratitude. The moft delicate aiten-

tions were laviihed upon our author, and, previ-

ous to their feparation, he fent by another Copt
fome rouleaux of fequins, as a compenfation for

his phyfician's trouble > but Sonnini now refolved

to retaliate for the haughty manner in which he

had at firft been treated j he therefore returned

the proffered reward to the bearer, defiring him
to tell the mafler of the houfe, that a Fratik ren-

dered his fervices folely for the plcafureof com-
forting or relieving a fellow creature, and that io

far from receiving any gratuity, he raufl beg of

his generous holt to accept of a fine tekfcope, in

return



return for his hofpi table treatment, as he could

not pttflibly endure the idea of living at the ex-

pence of another. The telefcope was accordiDg-

iy accepted, and Sonnini> at bis departure left the

Cppt impreli'ed with a more favourable opinion

of Europeans* -than he had entertained at his ar-

rival. ^

Jn the plains of Tahta are to be feen the fird

plants of the fpeciesof corypba, or fan palm-tree,

u'hich feems peculiar to the upper part of Egypt.

This palm fhoots out feveral naked ileros, ot a

tolerable thicknefs. Thf * ire annulated all their

length, and their top is t^i r \ted and embelliHi-

cd with large palmate, f . ^.aped leaves. The
fruit, like that of other palms, grows in cluHers.
" A clunap of thefe trees," fays our author, ** pro-

duces a fine effect, as, by difpofing their, (iems in

the form, of elegant vafes, nature feems to have
taken a pleafure in enlivening, with their grand
and beautiful afped, plains frequently fterilized.

and always parched up by the rays of a burning
fun."

Havinpf procured fome fmall, antique ilones,

the engraving of which was not deftitute of me-
rit, our author quitted Tahta, on the lit of June,
purfuing a foutherly diro6llon, upon the weftern
bank of the Nile, which is here remarkable ^or
its great finuofities. Being tired of the heavy
pace of the camels, and relying on the aifurances

that he had received of the fafety of the roads,

he went on before with two of bis companions,
but when they flopped for the reft of the party,

they did not make their appearance. It was
therefore concluded, that they had been attack-

ed and overpowered by a band of robbers, and
after fpefiding the greatrft part of the day in

Vol. XXIV. . , , dg .
. wailing
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waiting for them, Sonnini pt^ceeded to i hr^t
village, called Souhaje, built near a quartft of a
league from the bank of the river.

Here our traveller was cordially rec<*ived, and
hofpitably entertained by the kiafchef, whofe ci-

vilities, however, pmved infufficient to tranquil-

lize a mind that was violently agitated, by the
recent midiap, and diltrefled at the loCs of the
baggage, in a counitry where a European is de-
prived of every hope of rcfawce. ""i^.:

Refuming his journey, the next mot1iin|^, "b^«

fore day-break, in order to crofs the Ni^le to Ech-
mimm, which is (ituated upon the eaflern bank,
Sonnini heard the agreeable news, fromf the maf-
ter of the ferr)'-boat, that his conipaftions and
the' camels had arrived there early on the preced-

ing evening, as the camel drivers had conduf^rd
them thither, by a ihort and eafy route, while
our author had given himfelf much unnecelfa-

ry pain and trouble, by penetrating too far into

the country.

On his arrival at the town of Echminim, Son-
nini baldened to the convent of the Italian RecoU
lefts of the Propaganda, where he found his com-
panions, who had now begun to grow unea fy
about their leader, and were in fa6t jul^ refolving

to recrofs the river, in order to fearch for him.
They told him that their reception at the monaf-
tery had been both rnde and inhofpitable, as it

was not without many difficulties that the monks
permitted them to repofe within the walls, and
had afterwards intimated, that they muf^ provide

themfelves with another lodging. Our traveller

was received in a manner equally rude. When he
entered the court, one of the monks, who was walk-
ing in a gallery, pretended not to fee bi.n, and

i retired



IN EGTVFT. S\

retired to Ins apartment. Sonnlni went up, and,

tp ufe hii own expreilion, faw a complete roonk-

ifli puppXf whofe delicate and florid complexion

bore no marks of inconvenience from the heat of

the fun ; bisi beard was nicely combed^ and iym-
metrically tapered, and his whole appearance an^^

pounced the moll abfolute felt-love and unmanly
vanity. '* My fun-burnt face," fays our author,
" appeared to tlartle him, and the wrinkles of ill

humour furrowed his feminine forehead, while,

with a look of difdain, he fi^rveyed me from top

Co tot." Scarcely did this coxcomical being deign
to raife himfelf from the lofa, on which he was
reclined

} yet he permitted the European to re-

main flanding before him, telling him at the
fame time, that thecommuiiity had received his

baggage and attendants, and that nothing would
be demanded in return k)r this a6t of hofpi-
tality.

Inflea4 of making any reply to {o great an ex*
crtion of benevolence, Sonnini prefented him
with a letter from the fuperior general, a? Cairo,
who had recommended the ftranger to the atten-

tion of thcfe monks, in the following terms

:

7*0 ihe Right Reverend Father Gedeon of Ba'viera,

Prejident at Achm.mm, .

" M. Sonnlni, a naval officer in the fervice of

the French king, having prefented himfelf to us
and explained to us his intention of travelling

into Upper Egypt, in order to examine the anti-

quities in that part of the country, M. Charles
IVlagalon, a French merchant of this city, our
well beloved friend, having alfo fpoken to us on
the fame fubje6t, I entreat you, my reverend fa*

thers, to ihow him all the charity, civilities, and
ailiduitiei
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afliduities, that your profefTion and feraphic po-
verty will admit of; to dire^ him likewife, that

he may fulfil his intentions; to enable him to

prcfent himfelf to the chiefs of the Arabs, for

M'hom he has recommendatory letters from th<4

fangiacks, that he may receive from them every

rcquifite aififtance, and that they may furnifli

him with guides, &c.
*' Hoping all this from your natural goodnefs,

and expecting a profperous iiTue, I am always at

your command; I recommend myfelf to your
devotions; I embrace you with all my heart} I

give you my ferapbic benedidion ; and am>
" Your reverfence's moft humble

** and moft devoted fervant,

* " Brother Gbkvaisb D'Ermea, Prefident.*"

«« Cairo, isth March, 1778/*

The delicate mooaftic read the letter with a
fmile of contempt, and then told our author, that

he was not himfelf the fuperior, but would go
and look for him; his words and aftions, howe-
ver, accorded but badly, as, without farther cere-

mony, he turned himfelf round upon the fofa,

and neither vouchfafed to fpeak to, or look at^

the difguiled European again.

Sonnini now went down into the court, where
the baggage was thrown, and waited there till

the afternoon, before his fervants could procure a

lodging in the town ; during which time, neither

the fuperior, nor any perfon belonging to thfc

community, made their appearance. Upon quit-

ting the convent, he fent them a patacke, as an
acknowledgment for his companion's lodging

;

but they did not think proper to carry their ind-
vility fo far as to accept it.

From
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From what our fravelJcr could obfervc of this

monartery, be conceived a high opinion of it,

Bot haying fecn To handfoiiie a building for a

confidcrablc time. Equally fpacious and well

conftruded, it might, indeed, be accounted a pa-

lace, when compared to the furrounding dwcll-

iDgH of the natives. The, employment of the mo-
naftics, who have been juftiy defcribed by Mr.
Bruce, n» " men ^leditute of knowledge and un-
derttanding," is no other, than to deceive ihecre-

dulou I and rob the opulent ; and from hence may
be gatnered a fufiicient reaCon for their brutality

to Sonnini, viz. they were unwilling to expofe to

the eyes of a European, a mode of life that muft
inevitably have rendered them contemptible.

If the houfes ofEchmimm were built of better

materials, the town might judly be (lyled hand-
fome, as the I^ret^ts are wide and llraight, which
is fcarcely ever the cafe in the towns of Egypt

;

but their appearance is extremely gloomy, on ac-

count of the unburned tiricks, (imply kneaded
with mud, and cemented with earth, that are

employed in the architecture. Thofe, however,
belonging to the higher clafs of natives, are half

burnt. 'Ihe walls are decorated with feveral

rows of large, earthen pots, of ditFcrent fizes and
(hapes, which ferve as an afylum to pigeons. A
pigeon-houfe is likewife to be feen on every ter-

race, in the form of a large, fquare tower.

On the ea(tern fide of the town is a chain of
ftf^p and barren mountains, from which the heat

of the fun is refleCled fo Ilrongly, as to be foaie-

timesinfupportable. On the 3d of June, a ther-

mometer, placed in the fliade, rofe to 36 deg.

The wind was then at north-caft, but though it

blew flrong, it only ferved to inflame the air, by

Fa the
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the intenre degree of heat which it bad oontraft-

ed in palling over the Tandy piainii.

Remains of the ancient city of Paoopolii, or

Chemmis, are dill to be feen to the eaftward of
Echmimm, and near the walls of the modem
town. Our author there difcovered an enormoui
block of (lone, bearing on one of its (ides a Greek
infcription, which is, however, too much oblite-

rated to be legible. A portion of this curioua

ilone is concealed in the ground; but that which
appears above, is feventeen feet in length, eight

!|t| and a half in breadth, and four inthicknefs. An
jlli

excavation in the earth, beneath the uncovered
part of the block, affords the facility of feeing

l^j
the paintings with which that part of the furface

18 embellilhed. In the middle is a fphere, with
the twelve figns of the zodiac. The colours are

indeed fcarcely vi(ible, except an azure blue,

which feems to have triumphed over time and
devaluation. .

A little farther are to be feen the ruins of an
ancient edifice, but no part of the general plan

can now be diftinguilhed. Large (lones exhibit

the fragments of paintings and hieroglyphics

;

but all is overthrown, and fadly mutilated. An
ancient mofque is highly venerated by the Chrif-

tians, who alTert, that it was formerly appropri-

ated to the performance of their religion. The
Copts alTert, that it has dood upwards of a thou-

fandyearsj but this is certainly a millake, for

though the edifice is confiderably dilapidated,

and literally dropping into ruins, yet its conftruc-

tion clearly announces, that it is not the work-
manlliip of a period when buildings polTelied a

furprifing folidity. This temple is large, and
has feveral entrances. The interior^ like that of

all
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a)i the Egrpttan mofques, is an empty, naked en-

dornre. The I'mall granite pillars, however,

whic'h were taken from the ruins of Panopolis,

for its fupport, are worthy a foreigner's obferya-

tion, and the periphery is lighted by a line of

contiguous windows.
Tiie cultivaied grounds, in the vicinity of £ch-

mimm, are juflly celebrated for an abundant
fertility. They produce the mod excellent corn

io Egypt, befides fugar canes, and cotton, which
ferves to fupply a manufadory of coarfe calicoes.

Gardens, where a fine variety of plants grow be-

neath the umbrageous fruit-trees, yield an abun-
dant provifion for the tables of the natives, and
afford a delightful retreat from the fcorching

beams of the fun. The apples are here much
fuperior to thofe of Tahta, but water-melons are

fmall, and of an inferior quality. Amonjg a pro-

digious quantity of mulk-melons, our author ob-
fcrved fome that were exceedingly large. Thefe
fruits do not aflfume any regular form, being
ibmetiraes round and fometimes oval ; nor arc
they by any meaps thick, though much elongat-
ed, like a large cucumber. They are held in high
eftiination by the natives of Upper Egypt, not-

withlianding the inflpidity of their pulp, wh]ch
renders them much lefs agreeable and cooling to

the ihirfty palate, than good water-melons.
Quitting Echmimm, tin the ()th of June, Son-

»ini and his companions croired over to the wcf-
tern bank of the Nile, in order to piwfue their

journey by land to Farichout. During the whole
of the day, the heat was fo intenfe, and the air

filled with fuch fiery clouds of duft, that both
men and cattle were in imminent danger of fuf-

iocaiion, and ail fought a IheUer from their

drcadiui
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dreadful TufFering. Indeed the European feemed
the only perfon who attempted to lead a compa-
py of men through the woods, in the middle of
the day, as not a (ingle perfon was feen in the

courCe of their painful and perilous march.
Having made the tuurof Girge, the capital of

Upper-Egypt, the travellers arrived, about live

o'clock in the afternoon, at the modern town of
Bardis, fituated twenty-four miles fouth of Kch-
mimm, where Sonoini was received with much
civility, by a wealthy inhabitant, to whom he
had brought a letter from a Copt at Echmimm.
From hence he proceeded to Farfchout, where

is e(labli(hed another community of Italian Ile-

colle6ts. He had carried them a (imilar recom-
mendation to that which proved of fo little ufe

at Echmimm, and he was anxious to fee whether
it would have the lame cffe6t. He, therefore,

left his companions in the environs of the town,
and proceeded to the houfe of the monks. A
menial refuted him admittance, under pretence

that the fuperior was alleep. Sonnini then de-

fired him to take charge of a letter from the fu-

perior-general
J but even this requeft was info-

lently refufed. Our author, whofe patience was
now quite exhauded, fnatched the letter from
bis hand, and difpatched a perfon in queft of a

lodging among the people of the town. Three
hours elapfed, in a (late of uncertainty, while the

mellenger was endeavouring to find an accom-
modation, and the travellers were expofed to all

the inconvenience of the heat and dult. Sonnini

then requeued, by means of his interpreter, that

the monks would at lead point out a houfe to

which he might rftire. The fuperior returned

with the interpreter, and begged him to make
ufe
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We of tbe convent; and Sonnini adds, Ibat he
afterwards met with the appearance of cimil, if

not difaturtfitd hofpitality.

Although.there were buttwoprielU io this re-

ligious houfe, there was room for a great num-
ber, as the edifice is fpacioui, handfome, and
commodious. Here our author met with a Cbrif-

fian merchant of Cairo, whom he had before ieen

at the Egyptian capital, in company with tbe

vi^or?ous Mured Bey. This merchant now of-

fered to introduce our author to the Sheich Der-
vifch. AccordiDglj, the next day^ they went to»

gether to the houfe of the prince, which waa
much inferior to that of the religious mendkantu
Tbe Aeick received our European with the ut-

moft politenefs, and made him many gracious of-

fers, but ftrongly diilkiaded him from continuing
his journey by land', on-i)ceount Of the great num-
ber of robbers that iofefted the road.

Dervifch was the fon of ain Arabic prince,

named Amniam, celebrated in Egypt for his con-
nection with AH Bey. He was young and cor-

pulent, and his counteuance was highly expref-
life of mildnefs and good humour. He waa
rather imprudently addicted to pleafure, but
otherwife, he was one of the mott affable and
agreeable men of his nation.

The little town, which is fubje^ to his com-
mand, is iituated at the diftauce of fix miles from
the Nile. It is ill con(tru6ted, and bears the ap-
pearance of extreme wretchcdnefs. Between it

and the river ftands a town, called Basjoura, the
relidcnce of a kiafchef. The harbour of thefe
two places is at a fraall village called Sahet.
Sonnini fcems ioclincd to fuppoie, that Farfchout
is ereded upon the file of the ancient Acanthus,

iu
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ip tli6 vicinity of which ihere was a facrad

wood. This was the fecond city (o called, ai

there was anotiier, of the fame name, that itood

to the fouth of Sacarra* on the fpot now occu-
pied by Dafciiour.

Refolvitig to conform to the advice of theSheick

Dervifch, Soiinioi agreed with the maimer of a
kanja, to carry him to the re(idence of Ifmain-

Abou-AIi ; but, as he underftood that the navi-

gation of the Nile might probably prove danger-

oiiSy though more fecurethan the roads, he left a

part of his baggage with the monks of Farfchout.

He then bade adieu to the friendly (heick (who
iiad given him feveral recommendatory letters

for other Arab iheicks, treated him with the moft

diflingailhed refped, and finally, loaded his

boat with all forts of proviiions) and repaired to

the banks of the Nile, in order to refume his

journey ; but, jud as the boatmen were going to

put u6F, a fubordinatc Mameluke, who com-
manded at Sahet, obliged both our author and his

companions to come out of the boat, while all

the baggage was carried on fhore. Sonnini ex-

erted himfelf to oppofe the feizure j but the fa-

vage Mameluke, who was furrounded by feveral

ibldiers, would hearken to nothing. He affirmed^

that the boat was for the ffrvice of the kial'che^

and protelted that no one (hould change its def-

tination. Sonnini then ihowed him the letters

of the beys, but he only replied with contempt

to their contents, and alfured the European, that

he laughed at all the beys who commanded in

Cairo, while he was pofTcfled of the government

at S^het.

Finding all attempts, to reduce this upftart to

reafou, entirely fruitlefs, our traveller fent for

camels^
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;

but while they were loading, theint'olent Mfime*

lake called tiie interpreter a6de, and oflered to

let Sonnini liave the boat, on condition of hi*

paying a fequin. To (his propofal he r^ccivrd>

for anfwer, that he (hould not bave a tingle me-
dine, let him a6t as he pleafed^ He now gradu-

sdly abated his demand, till at length he begged

oar author to make him a prefent of a quarter of

a patacke, which was accordiogl): agreed to, in-

order to avoid a longer delay ; and the vile (lave

received this paltry fum, as the value of an avanio

which he had impofed, and calculated, in pro-

portion to the importance of bis government. «

In confequence of this delay, it was impoflible

for tlie travqllers to commence, their voyage, till

the enfuing morning; they therefore palled the'

night in- the boat, oppofite to Sahet. The kiaf-

chef having heard of the iropofition of his iubal*

tern, fent him a Hiarp reprimand, and a pontive>'

order to return the money he had extorted. Hft

accordingly came, and apologifed for his condud,
afcribing the whole tranfaSion to the effedt of
inebriety. Sonnini accepted his fubmiflion, and
generouily added the afore-mentioned coin to hii

free forgivenefs.

Next morning the travellers quitted the (hore

of Sahet, (after a long altercation with the reis/

or boat-mafter, who, in imitation of the petty of-

ficer, had begun to fet up his claiiris), and met'
with feveral rafts, formed of melons, that were
driving down the Nile. This fruit is very com-
mon inThebflis; and, in order to fave the tronble

of loading it in boats, the natives make it into^

rafts, which float extremely well, and every piece

of which is deligned fur confumption. When
thefe
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thefe rafts have ooly to crofi a river, they ms
condruded on a fmall fcale, and are conveyed*
by a lingle fwimmer, to the oppofite baok } but
when they are defigned for a long paflage, they
are made larger, and are towed along by a boat.

At {qme di(laock above Sdhet^ our author dif«

coyered a crocodile, the firft that he had feen in

£g|fpt. It lay motionleC!} rn the n»iddle of th6
fireani ; its head alone appearing above the far*

face of the water. Higher up the river, thefe:

dreadful animals become more common, and are

3udly dreaded by tfhe inliabitants of thendjacent
country, who, in fame places, are compelied to

make a £ence of iiakes and faggots in the river,:

in order that the>yomen, who go to dra^ water,

may not .have, tbeit.legs bitten off by the oroc»»'

diies*. ,. ., ) • - '> .-.!' • ' >'-:
>

'-(':'

- The travellers now ftopped, near a fnall vil-

lage, .which, under the barbarous d^Qominatioa
of Hon, indicates the fite of Diofpolis, called Di*
ofpolis Parva« to ^i^inguiih it from two other

ttncient Egyptian cities of the fame name. Heaps
of rubbifli« Jarge bricks, and larger ftones, the

remains of a dike, and an arcade, that forms an
entrance to a fubterraneous conduit, are now the

fole veftiges of the ancient works.
- From hence our author proceeded to the vil-

lage of Kafr EflTaid, iituated on the eallejn bank
of the Nile, in one of the fpots which the rocky

mountains leave open to cultivation and the re-

fidence of man. There paifed near this place

feveral flocks of birds, among which Sonnini dif-

tir;;;uiflied egrets, aquiline vultures, cinereous

collared plovers, and a fpecies of kites, which,

by their mournful cry and dark plumage, may
be rather faid to laddeo, than cheer, the Egyp?

'

tian
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large flocks, during a part of the day, on the

brink of the river, moft probably to watch for

fuch fifties as may chance to approach them.

The wind having proved contrary, the travel-

lers experienced a delay of (everal hours; but, to-

wards evening, a favourable gale enabled them
to refume their voyage. The approaching nigh>^

however, obliged them to (lop at a fandy iOai^d.

below which the Nileforms a great fii:uofity, arch

Ihe itreem undermioes the wenern bank in fuch

aimanner, as to occaiion the frequent falls of.

enormous bodies of earth. The kanja had hap-f

l^y cleared ihtfe dreaded mafles, and our author.

was congratulating himfelf upon having efcaped^

{o great a danger; but he foon found himfelf ex*2

pofdd to it again, in the moft difagreeable man-
ner, through the inattention of the tnariners.

The Bbe&tt of the boat 'and his faiiors were
repoHng on t<lKfand»- after having fattened the

kanjti to the bank, aOd Sonnini had retired, to<

obtain a little deep, when the t)oat, not having
been prt)perly fecured, broke adrift, and wss car-

ried rapidly down the dream. This accident

was not perceived, either by the Egyptians on
ihore, or the travellers on board, as all were^

equally fatigued, and conOpletely overpowered
by deep, till the veiTel, after floating at the mercy
of the current, for the fpnce of a full league,

ilruck with a violent crath againft the moft dan-
gerous part of the bank.
Awakened by this terrific fliock, Sonnini and

his attendants foon perceived their critical fitu-

ation. Driven back by a fleep and almoft per-

pendicular Chore, and impelled towards it by the

violence of the ftream^ the IxMit was turning in .

Vol. XXIV. G ever/

'

I
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every dire^ion, and llriking againft the b;ink

in fiich a manner as to incar the greatell danger
of an immediate wreck ; while the darknefs of
the night, the dreadful found occafioned by the
fall of detached pieces of the bank, and the
alarming motion of the boat, united to deprefs

and agitate the minds of the European and his

companions.
As, however, there was no time to lofe, Son-

nini placed himfelf at the helm, and encouraged
his inexperienced failors to exert them felves with
the oars, which they accordingly did, and fortu*

nately extricated themfelves from the farf, jnft

as an enormous mal's of hardened mud fell into

the water, with a degree 'of violence, that moll
indifpntably have fcnt them all to the bottom, if

they had remained a few minutes longer in their

dangerous fituation. •
.

•

Crolfing over to the oppofite >bank, they now
fadened the kanja as fecurely as piolfible* in or^

der to wait till the approaching mornitig fhouM^
difcover where they were flatiotied, and enable

them to find the Kgvptian mariners. The men^
Wert foon difcovercd, as, on their firll milling;

the boat, they had fwam over the river, with th^y

expedation of gaining fome tidings of their vef-

fel and paiTengers. On their approach, Sonnini's

companions refolved to revenge, in fome nieafure,

the peril to which they had been expofed, and
accordingly faluted them with feveral blows.

The reis, who was a little behind, took to his

heels, at the nolfe of his fuffering crew, and it

was then impoflible to catch him. Next morn*
ing he was obferved fitting by the river's fide, in

front of a fmall village. The travellers accord-

ingly landed^ in order to take him on board, but
he
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he was ftil! foapprehenlive of a well merited cor-

rcdion, that he again took to flight. Some uf

our author's companions, howevtir, were dil-

patched in purhiit of him, and he was at lad

brought, or m«)re properly fpeaking, cayrifd back

to the kanja, which once more let fnil, and, fa-

voured hy a rtrong north-e^ll wind, arrived, on
the evening of the 17ih, at Dendera.

Tcntyris, or Tentyrai was formerly a celebrated

Egyptian city, the capital of the noine, or depart-

ment o« Tentyritus, and greatly renowned for its

peculiar fpleiidor. Temples were there crei'^ed

to Ifisand Venus, and the city itfelf was of
great extent

J but what rendered it moti remark-
able was, the enmity of the inhabitants to croco-

diles, and the .continual war which that people
waged againtl thefe horrid animals. Jt is faid,

that theTentyrite purfued the crocodile into the
water, leaped upon his back, and ran a flitk into

bis mouth, by means of which he brought him
to tjie fliore, and then put him to death.

The Urge village, now erected near the ruins

of Tentyris, has preferved nothing of the mag-
Dificence of the ancient city, but the name of
Dendera, which, in fome meafure, rccals to mind
the antiquity of its origin. It is (ituated on the
weftern fide of the Nile, at the extremity of a

beautiful and fertile plain, where the orchards
produce an abundance of fine orangt s, lemons,
grapes, figs, and pomegranates, and a noble fo-

reft of palms and fruit trees, mentioned by the
ancients, affords a moft charming degjrec of cool-

nefs, in fo fcorching a country. Dendera and
the circumjacent country are under the dominion
of an Arabic prince, who bears the title of emir

;

be is, hovt'ever, tributary to the beys of Cairo.

Our
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Onr author waited upon this ruler,- txhofe fiouTe

was extremely mean, the furniture wrenched,

and his drefs, like that of his fubjedts, confided

only of a long, black robe; he was, in fa6t, only

to be diftinguiibed from the other inhabitants of

the village by his turban, yet the qualities of his

mind made an ample compenfation for the po-

verty of his appearance, and his good fenfe was
greatly fuperior to that of the generality of Egyp-
tian governors.

Having delivered his recommendatory letters

from the beys, and from the Arabic Iheick Der-
vifch, our traveller experienced a very gracious

reception, and was much delighted witn the

cmir'S' urbanity and agreeable converfation. The
ridiculous notion, commonly entertained by tii^

natives of Egypt, refpeding the motive of Euro-

peans* rcfearcbes, was treated with proper cort-

tempt by this man, who kindly offered to con

-

dvi€t his guett'to the ruins of Tentyris, and (on

one of the Arab's aiking, for what purpofe Son-

nini had vifited the country, and why he wiOicd
to examine thofe vefliges of antiquity), he g^ave

a Ihrewd and fenfibleanfwer, that was well cal-

culated to overturn the abfurd prejudices of bar-

barians againft an inquifitive traveller r "You
are totally ignorant of the matter," faid the emir,
*' and probably are not aware that the ancef^ors

of the Franks were once in pofledion of all our
country; and that it is out of refped to th^ir fore-

fathers I Wat they quit their native country, in

queft of drawings and fragments, which ferve to

remind them of their ancient power.'*

N«xt morning our author vifited the fite of

. Tentyris, which is little mure than a quarter of

a league from the prefent village of Dendern,
.* Here
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Here he was met by the prince, who kindly under-

took to guide him in per Ton, and 10 point out fuch

objeds as had been copied by the pencil of for-

mer travellers, and the i'pots where they had dug
up the ground. He even propofed to have any
place dug up that Sonnini wilhed ; but as this

operation, performed in hnl^e and at random,
might have drawn our author into Tome difpute,

without proving of the lealt utility^ he politely

declined the offer. The emir then told him,

that the peafants, who fuppofed the Franks to

havefoi^nd a great deal of gold among the ruins,

had alfo employed their time in digging, but had
found their expedtations fadly difappointed.

Amidd a large fpace of ground, completely
covered with ruins, and attei^ing the magniti>

cence of ancient Tentyris, Sonnini faw one of
the mod beautiful monuments of ancient Egypt,
which had alike withl^ood the decaying influ-

ence of time and the fatal demon of barbarous

def^rudion. It was a temple dedicated to Ifis,

entire, and in good prefervntion ; its form is an
oblong fquare, and its conftrudion is of white
(loncs taken from the adjacent rocks. The
length of the facade is upwards of one hundred
and thirty two feet. A little below the corona,

iu the middle of the cornice, is a globe, fopport-

td by the tails of two ii(hes. The great vedibule
is fuftained by columns of twenty-one feet in cir-

cumference. Their capitals are of a fingle piece,

and reprefeht broad faces, placed oppofite to each
father, qn a feliooned drapery. Above them arc

fquare blocks, that projed beyond the figures,

and have fome refemblance to pannels. The in-

terior of the edifice is divided into feveral apart-

ments, embelliihed with hieroglyphics and fym-
G 6 bolical
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bolical figurfs. The exterior walls are likewife

charged with them in fuch profulion, that mai^y

years would be required to obtain an accurate

copy of them, if a draughti'man were even Ra-

tioned on the fpot.

The ceiling of part of the temple is finely

painted, in frefco, of a brilliant azure colour, like

that which adorns, in a clearday, thefpiemlid cano-

py of heaven. The figures in relievo, with which
this ground is intcrfperfed, have been painted of a

beautiful yellow, and thefe paintings, at the ex-
piration of fome thoufands of years, aduall^ pof-

{eC» a degree of brilliancy which totally eclipfes

the beft colours of a modern artift. The two
iides of the ten)ple are above two hundred and
fifty-four feet in length j the depth is a hundred
and ten feet eleven inches ; the roof is fiat, and
formed of large Hones, many of which arc eigh-

teen feet long and fix broad. Owing to the ac-

cumulation of fand, and the heap of rubbilh be-

hind this noble editice> the foil is raifed to a level

with the roof, which may confeqaently be exa*

mined from thence with facility, though the ele-

vation of the facade is liill feventy ftet above the

ground. The inhabitants of the dittri^, avail-

ing themfeives of this (ituation^ had built a vil-

lage upon the very top of the temple, as upon a
more foHd foundation than the muddy eWrt^, or

incon^ant fands. At the period of our authors
travels, however, this modern village >vas defert-

ed, and its ruins, of indurated mud, formed-

a

driking con trad with the fplendid remains of

the ancient city of Tentyrift.

A feitlement of a race of barbarians muft, of
necellity, have proved fatal to a monument,
whitjli they profaned by their prefence more than

they
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All the (ig;iires, that were within their reach* are

either deltroyed or Onamtfolly injured, while

thofe of the ceiling, and oo the top of the walls,

have been fparedj, from tb(: impoflibility of get*

ting at them.
Thefe, however, have not been the only peo-

ple who have diverted theipfelves with de(lruc«

tion, and triumphed in the mutilation of the

moft beautiful obje6t8 ; they were aflifted in

their barbarous rage by the troops of Cairo, who
were frequently fent into Upper Egypt, by the

commands of a fanguinary and ufnrping Mame-
luke. Thefe foldiefs often attempted to level

the temple of Ifis with the ground, by firing b\i\*

lets and cannon balls againft it in feveral parts.

By this ftupid and fcandalous pradice, the admi-
rable ceiling, already mentioned as retaining fuch
brilliant colours, was materially injured ; but the
folidity of the building, which had fo long with-
Hood the ravages of time, balBed the efforts of
ignorant ferocity.

Upon the fubjed of thefe devaftations, the
emir fpoke with evident regret, while he inform-
ed our author of the Mameluke's ma/ch through
his little Aate. This prince went, one day, on
board Sonnini's boat, having fent before him baf-

kets of all forts of fruit that the country afford-

ed, among which were fome delicious figs, ex-
cellent grapes, apricots, and pomegranates. He
likewife prefented him with fome medals, eme-
ralds, and other'^fragments of antiquity, that are

commonly found among the ruins ofTentyris.
lu rfeturn for thiv generous behaviour, Sonnini
begged tiie- emir g accoptaoce of a fowli ng-picce*

and a fmaU dock of gunpowder^ which, after

many

i
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fnany refufals, wer* gracioudy received, and efli •

Dialed To higblyt that our author was iminedi'

ately fupplied wiihr a number of ihecp, and other

provirious, for hit voyagej as a fmall conapenfa-

tion. ,

'

On the evening of the ipth, the travellers were
obliged to maintain a ftri^ watch in their bo?.t,

aji I'ume robbers were difcovered on the banks of

the Nile, who evidently defigned to comnience
an attack. Sounini was awakened from a found
ljeep» by the mod dreadful outcries, as the £gyp-
tian boatmen, perceiving the robbers approach
them, began to bellow out with all their might,

as the only expedient for their defence. The
amaeed European could not poflfibly divine the

caufe of the uproar, nor could he, for fome time,

obtain any information from his companions,
who were endeavouring, by a liberal di(tribution

of blows, to (ilence the clamorous faiiors. At
length, however, their exertions were crowned
with fuccefs, and a difcharge of mulkctry foon

rid them of their troublefome vi (iters.

Next day our author quilted Dendera, and pro-

ceeded to the viihige Abnoub, fituated about five

]f;igues to the ibuthward of Dendera, upon the

t^iXtrn bank of the Nile, and bt-Ionging to the

Arabic (heick. Ifmain-Abou-Ali. About three

leagues higher up» upon the oppofite bank, lies

a contideiable viibge, called Ballas, under the

dominion of the fame prince, and celebrated for

the great quantity ot'earihen pots that are there

niaiiutadtured. Thefe vellels, which have no
other name than that of the village where they

are made, are of a middling fize* and haye two
handles. Their bottom is internally convex, ter-

minatifii; n^rly io <i point. . Thi» ^ape, though
extremely
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r)(treme1y fnconvenient, was that of the amphons
ufed by the Romans. It feems to have been per-

petuated in Egypt from the mod remote anti«

quity.

In thefe parts of Upper Egypt, may be fre-

quently feen, whole diftri6ts, upon the bank of i he

river, completely covered with water-melons. It

is, in fad, in this iituation, that this fruit acquires

the refrigerant and bigh-fiavoured pulp, which,

beneath the influence of a burning iky, renders

it fo ufeful and acceptable an article of nutri-

ment.

On the 22d a dead calm precluded the navi-^

gation of the katija to Neguade (which lies to

the weft of the Nile) till the afternoon, although'

the travellers had quitted Ballas at day-break,

nnd the two places were only three leagues dif-

tant fl-om'ekeh other.

Neguad6 is, in fad, bat a large village, al-

though it has been honoured with the name of a
^tty. The population coniifts of Copts and a
few Catholics, among whom fome degree of af-

fluence h diflfufed, by their manufadures of blue

or flriped cloths, of which they make an article

of trade. Neguade is likewise the refidence of
a Coptic biihop ; a Catholic vicar, who fludied

for fome time at Rome; and two haughty recol-

}e6h, who are lodged fumptuoufly, and whofs
\Jkraphic pride too often wounds the unlettered

and indigent, whom they are appointed to in-

flrud and confole, by the mild influence of re-

ligion.

During the night of our author's vifit, the in-

habitants of Neguad6 were greatly alarmed,

by fome (hocks of an earthquake, which, ac-

cording to report, were equally perceptible at

Tahtaj
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Tahta} and in the latter place was feen a me-
teor, fimilar in appearance to a rainbow, while

the atmofphcre was literally obfcured by thick

vapours and terrific volumes of duft.

Next morning Sonnini continued his route;

but though he was only nine leagues diflanl

from Luxor, and the wind was favourable, he
could not reach it that day» on account of the

frequent nnuo(iiies of the Nile, which prolong

the palFage, and rehdtr it extremely troublefomc.

iVs the travellers were now in a part of the river

much infeOed by robbers, it was impoilible to

land upon either fhore. Sonnini therelore cauf-

ed the kanja to be anchored in the very middle
of the dream.
A large (tone fervcd as an anchor, and a rope,

made of the bark of a palm-tree, was fadened to

it, as a cable. During the night, an expert fwim-
mer approached cautioufly, and without noife;

but he was immediately difcovered by the watch,
who, by a mulket-Hiot, obliged him to make a
precipitate retreat.

At day-break, on the 24th, our author arrived

at the village Luxor, built on the ruins of an-

cient Thebes, upon the ea Hern bank of the Nile.

ike was there informed, that the Arabic prince,

Ifmain-Abou-Ali, was encamped at an adjacent

village, from whence he de(igned to travel

through all his eftates. Sonnini accordingly

made the bed ufe of his time, in order to over-

take a man whofe power and interefi were in

fuch great repute.

On his arrival at the camp, be was introduced

to the prince, whom he fouud in a tent, wrapped
up in a ihabby great coat, which he pulled open

every minute, .iq order to fpit upon his clothes,

* Ihis
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This eccentric being, who was extremely ugly,

quite intirm, and much advanced in years, had
the foppery to dye his beard red with hcnn^, to

concenl the confpicuous figns of his approaching
diirolution. This, however, only ferved to ren-

der him i^ili more difgufting, as the tiery hue of
the henne produced a very difagreeable effed up-
on his wan and wrinkled face. But if his per-

I'on was unfightiy and debilitated, his head wat
Ibund, and hit underttanding perfe6tty clear,

ffe was furrounded by a multitude of Arabs and
inhabitants, to whom he liftened with attention,

while at the fame time he dictated to his fecre-

taries, iffued out his orders, and pronounced
judgment with admirable preciHon and prefence

of mind.
When he bad finiHied his mod urgent buiinefs,

he noticed our author, and aiked, in a rather dry
tone, who he was. Sonnini drew near, and pre*

Tented to him the letter of Murad Bey. As loon
as he had perufed it, he loudly applauded the
attention of his friend, who bad fiSnt him a phy-
fician, of extraordinary JkilL He then began to

mention a variety of complaints to which he wat
fubje6t; but in the end Sonnini found that he
expeded to be reftored to all the strength and s\^

vacity of youth, in as miraculous a way as fable

defcribes the redolefcence of ^fon. In order
thnt no time ihould be loft in an affair of fuch
importance, the flieick determined that his doc-
tor (hould accompany him in his vifit to the ef-

tates; and that he would, upon the road, take
the needful reftoratives.

After an explanation of his intentions, the
prince: refumed his bufinefs, while Sonnini re-

tired into Uie ihade of a thicket of trees, where
he•i"***
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he was immediately furrounded by the fort of

people who, in Africa, as well ai in Europe, at*

tach themfelves to the favourites of the great.

The traveller was entertained with a fnroptaous

dinner, during which he was not without both

fpedators and flatterers, and he had confequent-

ly a fine opportunity of playiog the man of con-

fequr.nre; but his thoughts were employed upon
a ditfcrfnt fubje6t, and the duty which Ifmain
had impofed on him fat heavy upon his minci.

He wiihed to evade a delicate and dangerous of*

iice, to which be was inadequate, and accord-

ingly, while the prince indulged bimfelf after

dinner with his ufual nap, Sonnini availed hioi«

felf of the moment, to return to the houfe of a

Catholic Copt, at Luxor. The prince, however,
on awaking, cried out, with all his might, where
is the doctor? where is the dodor? and a mef-
fenger was immediately difpatched to Luxor, to

tell the European, that, as he had been fent by
Murad Bey, on purpofe to attend the iheick, If-

main, he was now become his phvlician, and moil

by no means think of quitting him. This mef-

fage was accompanied with an abundance of pro-

vihons, as a prefent from the illudrious and
whimHcal patient.

Sonnini acknowledges that he now found hrm-
felf greatly embarralfed, knowing that it was ne-

^eflary to come to a decifioo, and xct was aware
of the imprudence of a refufal to Ifmain's wiflies.

Hoping, however, to gain time, he returned for

anfwcr, that he was ready to follow his great

employer, but that he requeued pefmiifion to

take fome repcfe in Ncguade, tilj Ifmain fhouUl

commence his progrefs. This requeil was im-

Qvediately |;raQted, and 9 written Older tranfmit-

3 ted
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ffd to tfmatn'f attendant at N^guad^, thnt lie

might fupply the European with every thing be
could want or defiie. Sonnini deenaed it advifa*

ble to depart immediately, as a mark of reCpc€tp

and accordingly fet out for Neguad6, where he
hoped to find Tome means of avoiding the danger-

ous honour of being acknowledged phyGcian to

an Arabian court.

> On the 27th of June, being the day after Son-
nini's arrival, a Catholic Copt, belonging to Kou9«
alked him to meet the fuperior, whom he had in«

yited to dinner. Next day they croflfed the Nile,

and, on their reaching the oppofite bank, they

found horfes waiting to convey them to Kous.
This town, which is the refidence of a kiafchef,

is (ituated oppofite to Neguade, but half a league
more to the northward. It is fuppofed by D'An«*
ville to liaiid upon the fite of the ancient city

Apollinis Parva, which Antoninus, in his Itine-

rary, limply calls Vicus Apollinis, or the Village

of Apollo. The ooly antique monument there

to be Teen, is the front of a fmall temple, dedi*

cated to the fun. lis breadth is about thirty

feet, and its form is that of a redangular paral«

lelogram; the greater part of it is buried in fand
and rubbifli, add the remainder is only ten or
t«welve feet above the furface of the ground.
The walls have been formerly embelliihed with
a variety of figures and hieroglyphics, but thefe

are now effaced by the dertroying tooth of Time,
and the barbarous fuperftirion of the inhabit-

ants. Neither is it now poflible to difiiiiguifli

any part of the Greek infcriptions traced upoa
tbe.freizes, one of which was copied by Lucas
'n 17H> and the other by Granger in 1730. •-•y

Vol. XXIV. H TU
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The port of CoiTeio on the Red Tea, is three

long days journey, acrofs the Defert, from
Kous. The greater number of caravans from
Cofleir arrive at Kous. Some alfo go to Ba-
noub, and others to Kenne. Perfons, defirous

of laying in a dock of excellent coffee, muft
fetch It from one of thefe places, as when it

bns reached Cairo it is mixed, by the reiident

rchants, vrith common Weft Indian coffee.

At Alexandria it undergoes a fecond mixture,

and, ou its exportation to Marfeilles, it feldom
fails to be once more adulterated; fo that the

pretended Mocha coffee, fold to the French; is

frequently no other than the produce of the Weft
India colonies, mingled with a third, and fel«

dom with an equal part^ of the genuine Yemen
coffee.

Having exprefTed to Mallum Po£tor, the Ca-
tholic Co; t, a wifh to vifit the coafts of the
Ked Sea, ir author obtained the promife of a
fecure. condu^ to CofTeir; but ab it was indif-

penfibly requiOte that he fhould firft f^e the

fheick Ifmain, at Neguadt^, in compliance with
his own propofal, he returned thither with his

travelling companion, after having experienced

the utmoft civilities and attention at Kous.
During the ftay that Sonnini was obliged to

make at N6guad6, he employed his time in col-

lecting fuch obfervations as fceined beft calcu-

lated to afford an exad knowledge of the coun«
tries in which he then refided: and his firft en-

quiries feem to have been dirr6ted towards the

fertility of the lands in Upper Eg^pt, an import-

ant point, that in all ages has aSorded an ample
fubje^t for admiration.

p 8>j **. a
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It mud Indeed be confeiTed, that in this, as in

every thing elfe, which deviates from the com-
mon track, the love of the marvellous has blend-

ed feme exaggerated aifertions with the (imple

truth i
yet the foil is certainly the mod produc-

tive of any that has yet been difcovered upon the

many-peopled globe. A crop of corn, upon a

common average, yields from twenty-five to thir-

ty for one, ana it is necelTiry to obferve, that It

is not here meant to count the number of grains

contained in an ear, produced from a fingle feed;

but our author fpeaks of the entire harved, of the

mafs of corn that it furniflies in a given diftri6t«

fo that each meafure Town, yields a crop of from
twenty-five to thirty meafures,. In fuch years as

prove particularly favourable, the land laid down
in corn will yield a produce of fifty for one.

For fome time previous to Sonnini's travels, the

cultivators had complained heavily of their fcanty

crops, and yet, during thefe feafons, which they

confidered as times of dearth, the land had pro-

duced twenty for one.

This furprifing fertility is fiill more brilliant

in the fouth, than in the north of Egypt. Its

produce of every kind is more luxuriant, and«

notwithftanding the heat of the fun, refle6ted

from the mafies of furrounding rocks, it is ihad-

ed by a greater number of fruit trees, that main-
tain a falubrious coolnefs, and yield a charming
retreat to the weary and exbaufted traveller.

Exclufive of the vegetative ftrength of the

Egyptian foil, one of the caufes of fuch abundant
harvefts, is the manner in which the natives fo>^

their corn. The fower walks behind the plough,
and (Irews in thefmall furrow, made by that im-
plement, a p. ion of grain barely necelfary,

which
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which 16 properly covcrqd in tracing a fec«nd
furrow.'. By this method there is no wafle of this

corn, hut the Halks, arranged in drills and at fuit-

able dilt<inces from each otl»er, ealily receive the
imprellions of the fun and of the air, and are

neither confined nor fmothered, as is frequently

the cdfe in Europe. The grains Hkewife, with
which they are filled, foon bi^conie plump and
fine, nor ever prove difeafed vr abortive. Nfi-
ther are the Egyptian fields overrun with wetd*'f

which, in other countries, are a cruel fcourge to

the harv«!;rt. The corn is fown pure as it is reap-

ed, nor is it mixed in the fame field with differ-

ent forts of grain, which, not ripening at the

fame time, though of ihe fame genus, can yit Id

nothing but a mixture, that is equally unproduc-
tive to the hufbandman, and unproiH^ble to the

confumer.
Fields, clothed with fnch lurnriant barvefts,

cannot fail to attra6l grani> orous birds. Flocks

of pigeons and pairs of turtle doves frequently

alight in them j and fparrov s conftantly aflem-

ble there, in the vicinity of the habitations. The
crefted lark never forfakes this fertile foil, though
it is fo much annoyed by the eKctdive heat, that

its refpiratlon is evidently difficult, and, in the

middle of the day, it may be fetn with an ex-

tended bill and convulfed brealt, adually gafp-

ing tor fufficient breath to fave it from annihila-

tion.

Swarms of winged infeAs ferving for food to

fwallows, thefe birds never quit a climate fo fa-

vour;ible to their habits and fupport. The Egypti-

ans give them an Arabic appellation, which an-

fwcrs to that of the birds of Paradife, Another
Tpccies of birdj known in the more northern

parte



parts of the coontry, by the name of the wag-
tail, is no longer to be found in the fouthcra

provinces ; but fnaall flocks of ravens are occafi-

onally feeii.

The rao(l numerous and troublefome among
theinre6t$, which infeft thefe countries, are flies^

which cruelly torment both men and animals.

It is iropoffible to form a joft idea of their obdi-

nate perfeverance, when t^ey wi(h to faften upon
any particular part of the body ; as, when they

are driven away, they return and fettle in the fame
moment, and their pertinacity tires out the mod
patient fufferer. They particularly delight in fatt-

ening upon the corner of the eyes and the edge of

the eyelids, to which tender parts they are attra6ted

by a (light humidity. Sonnini obferved a fpecies,

or rather a variety, of thefe infefts, llriped with
brown and grey, and refembling the common fly,

only they were confiderably fmaller. They are

commonly feen on the whiteft part of the walls,

in the interior of the houfes, but are feldom on
the wing, and rarely annoy either men or ani*

mals.

A beautiful fpecies of ichneumon fly, with a
long weapon at the extremity of the body, alfo

enters the houfes of Upper Egypt. It fliines

with the mod brilliant colours, its head is of a

beautiful emerald green, and the corfelet and
belly are of a gliftening purple hue.

The great humble bee, or the bee with a yel-

low corfelet, is here commonly feen. It may be
known, in its flight, by a loud and continual buz-
zing. It is alfo found in Lower Hgypt ; Sonnini
met with it during the fummer months at Rof-
fetta; but it does not continue there after the
commencement of the winter.

H 3 A pretty
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A pretty fprcies of wafps is likewlie comtnoq
ia thcfe parts of Egypt. Thefe infefts are about
ten lines in length, having two large eyes, an4
three fmall points, upon the top of the head,

placed in the form of a tri.uiglc , the foie-part

of the head is of a lively yellow, wiih a triangu-

lar fpot of the fame colour between the antenn.ie,

or feelers, which have alfo a light ihade of yellow
at their bafe; the antennae arc purple in Ific re-

mainder of their length j the refi of the head, the

corfelet and the thighs are purple, the whole of

the legs are of a brownifh grey, with black

claws
J
the upper furface of the wings yellowifh,

and the under furface grey.

The firrt articulation of the belly is of a bright

black, bordered with a fine yellow ; this border

is terminated by a fmall line, which refemblCuS the

purefl gold ; the fecond is entirely black j the

third is yellow both above and below ; it is di-

vided in its breadth, at the upper part, by a black

Hne, accompanied by a fpot of a Hmilar colour j

and upon the under part of this articnlation, is

another black fpot on each tide, fmaller than

thofc on the upper partj the founh is black

above, and brown below. The other articula-

tions are of a blackiih brown. Thefe inre(5ls are

to be feen in the fields, in the gardens, and even

in the houfcsj they delight greatly in the vici-

nity of the water, and build their nelis in the

ground.
Scorpions here grow to a furprifing fize, and

Sonoini was alTiired that their bite occafioned ex-

treme agony, fwoonings, couvulfions, and fomc-
timcs death.

A fpccies of crab Is occafionally found in the

Nile, though but feidom. The ftidl that covers

, the
Viti'i^ § A-
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be upper part of its body is of a lead colour;

the antenna are partly black, and partly yellow

fpcckled w;th black ; the front of the htad is di-

verfified with yellowiih and a da ' green j the

claws and feet are green, tinged with yellow j

the extremity of the legs and toes arc ycll(iw;

and the tail is greeniili on the fides, and yellow

in the middle j the flerti is accounted excellent.

To thefe details of natural hiftory, our author

has added the following remarks on the inhabit-

ants of a country, where llavery and its conltant

attendant, ftupidity, have taken place of great-

nefs and power j where fuperfiitious ignorance

has fucceedcd the love of the fciences and the

cxercife of the arts; while perfe6l civilization

has totally difappeared and refigned its place to

brutality, and the moft unpoliflied manners.
*' It is hardly poflible," f^ys Sonnini, *' to

trace the habits of a degraded people, over whom
barbarifm reigns uncontrolled, without the in-

terference of ideas that are difgraceful to human
nature, and which are configned from the ima-
gination to the canvafs of the pidure."

In proceeding up the Nile, towards the equator,
the complexion of the men varies or grows dark-
er. Jn the more fouthern dillrids, the Egyptian
women have a thick, tawny Ikin. The female
drefs, exclufive of the opulent or foreign v/omen,
who refide at Cairo, is nothing more than a full,

long tunic, of blue linen, with extraordinary large

lleeves. *' It is not ufual," fays cur traveller,
" to meet with jealoufy witiiout love;" yet fome
of thel'e women, who are neither fufceptible of
tr.at delicate patfion themfelves, nor are yet ca-

pable of infpiring another perfon with admira-
tion^ are fometimes overwhelmed with a jealous

- fury.'^, ''-'
f^:!"

•
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fury, when they difcover their hu(band's partia-

lity for any other woman. Equally cruel and
deceitful, they inftil a mortal poifon into the

veins of their unfaithful partners, and daily in*

dances may there be feen of a dreadful revenge^

for which the delirium of pallion can plead no
excufe. Their blows are always meditated in

iilence and fecrefy, and they coolly enjoy the di-

abolical pleafure of gradually depriving an un-
fortunate being of his exigence.

The ailonifhing property afcribed to the fmoke
of mal^ic, is a Angular fa6t that was atteded to

our author by fevcral perfons, among whom were
the recollects of Neguade, though Sonnini will

not undertake to vouch for it upon his own au-
thority. It is faid, by the Egyptians, to have
the power of killing any (ick perfon by whom
it is inhaled ; and, though it is extremely proba-

ble that this is only a prejudice, it is nevertbelefs

fo deeply and fo generally fpread, that no perfon

entertains the (lighted doubt of the deadly qua-
lity of burnt maftic.

One day, the monks of Ncguade, not knowing
that any perfon was (ick in the neighbourhood,
were employed at the gate of their convent iq

perfuming their porous, unbaked, earthen veffels,

for the reception of the Nile water. Immedi-
ately a woman was feen to run with furprifing^

fwiftncfs from an adjoining houfe, holding ia

her arms an infant that was afflided with the

fmall- pox. When (lie had placed the babe be-

yond the reach of danger, llie returned to the

convent, fcreaming aloud, and endeavouring to

ftir up her countrymen againft the Franks, who,
fhe faid, had defigned to kill her child. Since

that time it ha been cuHomary to make a ikriA

enquiry,
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enquiry, in order to afccrtain whether anj? pcr^

fons arc ill in the vicinity, before ahy maftic if

burnt ; for, whatever may be the nature of the

diforder, t|ie Egyptians alTrrt.jh^it the fmokc of

this refin ,wiU infallibly terminate their e>iift.-

cnce, as foon as the olfa^ory nerves are (truck

with its fmell.

. The fuperior of Negnade, having heard of

Sotinini'srpceptian with irm.'*in-Abo,u-Ali,and of

ihat prince's with to keep hi in about his pcrfon,

crinceived a pique sk fucli diflinftiou, and could

jiot poflibly bear to fee ar.othcr European, and
one who was not an ecclcfiaftic, enjoying a de-

gree of credit which he wiflied to referve exdu-
lively to himfelf. ' While, therefore, our author

was torturing his imagination, to ^nd fomeex*
pedient that might elude the favours of an Ara-
bic prince, whom he had no defire either to fol-

low or to ferve, the monk, who fought every op-

portunity of cxercifing his pcrfidioufnefs and
•malignity, was puzzUng himfelf to prevent the

continuance of Ifmain's kindnefs to his fuppofed

phyfician. • On the arrival of the prince, at the

village Kamouli, which is at a fmall diftance

from Neguadcj the hypocrite obtained a private

audience, and ventured to complain of the de-

cline of his illuftrious patron's attachment. " It

feems," faid he, *' that the arrival of a foreigner

has injured me in your opinion, but belidcs that

this fofeisjner comes from a nation noted for im-
piety, you. will find yourfelf greatly deceived, if,

}n retaining him,you think to have the bent-(itof a

phytician. He never was in the practice of phyfic,

butf on the contrary, is a difguifed foldier, and
the name of phyfician is'' nlyamaik that he wears,

in order to make himielf fully acquainted with

. .
- the
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the country that is bleft by your juft and glori-

ous government. The medicines which he will

give, are more likely to poifon you than to work
any beneficial tfft€t, as he is totally ignorant of

their nature and operations. During the ten

years that I have been honoured with the title of

your phylician^ I have been ever fiicccfsful in

my prefcriptions, and have frequently relieved

you from ficknefs and pain. I have now dlfco-

vered, by my (kill and attention, fome new re-

medies, which will reanimate your perfon with
all the vigour of youth, I requeft, therefore, that

you will make trial of them, and then determine

whether I am not worthy to be preferred to a

mere adventurer."

Had this iniquitous fpeech been addrelTed to

a bey. Sonnini muft, inevitably, have expiated

with his blood a fraud, which would have been
regarded as deferving of the fevered puniHiment.

The treacherous monk well knew to what im-
minent danger he expofed our traveller, but it

feems that the deftru^ion of another was of no
importance in his ellimation, provided he pre-

ferved himfelfm credit, and could continue, with-

out an intrufive witnefs, to exercife the mod
ferious deceit at his eafe, Ifmain, however, dif-

covered no marks of difpleafure, and the infa-

mous monk had not the gratification to know
whether hit meafures had produced the defired

eflfea.

On the arrival of the prince, Sonnini went to

pay his refpefts to him, and was received with
the greateft refpe6t in the prefence of the recol-

lei^ himfelf, who was compelled to fiand, while

Ifmain made our author fit by his fide, as a mark
^f the contempt that he felt for the vile detrac-

tor 5
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tor ; but nothing more was faid refpedting Sonni-.

ni's attendance upon his perfon. Oar traveller
'

Itkewife behaved as if be had been ignorant of the /
whole bufiiiers.aDd confined himfelf to a requeft /

of the prince's favour and protedion, in facili-

tating the journeys which he dengned to make
in the principal parts of Thebais. Ifmain ac-

cordingly commanded recommendatory letters to

be immediately written, and the parties feparat-

ed equally fatisfied with each other; Ifmain

that be was not to have the European for his ^
phyfician, and Sonnini that he was happily freed

from the impradicable talk of renovating an old,

infirm, and difgufting debauchee.

After convincing the fuperior of the conventj

that his atrocious condu^ was clearly known,
a(fid juflly defpifed, Sonoini quitted the abode of
fuper(}ition and hypocrify, and proceeded to ^
Kous, where he was hofpitably received at the ^

houfe of Mallum Podor, the Catholic Copt al«
'

ready alluded to, and where he was neceffitated

to wait the departure of the caravan to Cofleiry,

wiiich.had been delayed for fome time, in confe-

quence of intelligence that announced the vici*

nity of fome plundering Arabs.

Kous is completely furroundcd by fruit-trees,

^hich form agreeable orchards. Thefe trees are

not, indeed, planted with that order, nor do they

exhibit that fymmetrical arrangement which is,

in general, called a work of tafte, yet there is.

probably no part of the earth where the traveller

c:in find a more odoriferous (hade, or a more bril-

liant and diverfified foliage. All forts of fruits

here come to maturity ; while the interwoven
branches of the trees exhibit the moft charming
cotdufioti. The hiQ^oms, reodered peculiarly fra-

graat
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grant by the; heat of the climate, diffuse an in-

cohiparable perfume over the fmiling regions,

and the mod delightful trfies, which in a colder

climate would languifh and remain fliut up f< r

half the year, arc uninterruptedly loaded with

bloffoms and fruit, while the pafling gales arc im-
pregnated with the mod exquifite and delicious

Emanations.

At the period of our author's vifit, the vines

were loaded with long clufters of fine fwciling

fruiti containing a lufcious and highly-flavoured

pulp. This fruit is held in the Itighed eftima-

tion by the wealthy inhabitants, and is univerfal-

}y fuppofed to be the mod agreeable aliment for

allaying the heat of the blood, occafioned by the

intenfe fervour of the atmofphere. Sonnini here

found three different fpecies of the mulk melon,

called the agour, the ahoun, and the ab-delavoui.

The firft of thefe is fimilar to the European me-
lon, but not uniform in ihape; fome of them be-

ing round, fome oval, and others much elongat-

ed. The fecond is a fpecies of cantaleupe, with

a yellow rind, and the pulp of a yellowilh

white; and t'je ab-delavoui, or flave of fweet-

nefs, which merely receives its name from its

requiring a great deal of fugar to make it palata-

ble, is elongated, and remarkable for a roundilh

protuberance that it bears at its extremity. Of
all thefe melons, however, there is none equal in

quality to thofe of Europe, as the generality of

them are very taftelefs. Yet the water melons
are excellent. At Kous our author met with a
fpecies of this fruit, the fize of which is unufual-

ly large, its fides marked, and its form much elon-

gated. The Arabs have given it the appellation

of neaiOj whlc}i they alio aOix to the ichneumon.
'

-k Upou
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Upon the dry nnd almoft fterll plains of thofe

parts of Upper Kgypt, is found the true acacia,

which yields the giim>:nabic. Its port or habit

1% gcneriilly ftonttd, its ftem low and crooked,

\\s branches long, and left almoft naked, from

the narro^^ne^s and paucity of its leaves. Its

brown, roi gh bark, armed with long, white fpines,"

give it a harlli and withered appearance; and

its flowerri are too infignificant, either in appear-

ance or oerfume, to compenfate for its unattract-

ive port anil fcanty foliage. Yet this fpecies of

acacia nnilt always be reckoned among the moft

valnable of trees, as its wood is hard, of a deep

red colour, and fufceptible of the moft beautiful

poliOij its {t^eds, inclofed in a pericarp, (imilar

4o that of the lupin, are ufed to dye Morocco
leather, and gonts are peculiarly fond of the fruit»

which is called karat by the Arabs. But the

gum, which exudes from the numerous crevices

of the bark, or from the inciiions made in the

trunk and larger branches, is a very important

article in commerce and manufadures, in which
a great quantity of it is confumed. Great heat

is indifputably neceiTary for the formation of
gum-arabic,as,notwithflanding the acacia thrives

in the more northern parts of Egypt, it there

produces no gum, while in the burning tcmpe--

rature of Thebais it is commonly covered with
congealed and indurated drops of this mucilagi-

nous juice.
»* An inconceivable fatality," to ufe the wordi

of our author, feemed to counteract every at-

tempt he made to leave Egypt. His intended

journey to AbyHinla had been relinquifhed on the

very day appointed for his departure, and (imilar

motives now obliged him to give up his excpr**
Vol. XXIV. I fion
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fion to iht ;IM to. Ht nw tefoomM-^
Ipfuifw who ttmfpUiad mioft liiai. io4 whm
efmiklBp^ him ;te thtk fiaini. Mailimi
Ifo6bl!^ tbe CttliolicCopt» who 1m4To often mo»
ii4lb4 blm«ii eioorito Cofleir»iiid wham lor

fme ttirao bebtvod towards him wUh the nett*^

ejl tpptDBOt jDordlaUty» was lo fad no better

then ^ traiior^ end fo nroch the more deogeniua^

from bit bemg complete!; verfed In all the arte

of tre]iebery, end diffimulatioa. The Mamrinke
who jQQmmended at Kooa freqoently can'tioned

oor traveller to be upon bia guard, obfenriog that

.

he wa^wen acquainted with Po6bor^ and that ha
knew him lobe a man ofwhom a ftranger cool4
not poffiblyH too mlftraftftil* Upon uiis oceii^f

fion« Somiini obfenret, j^at he had commonly
iporereafon to'be (ati^d with the coodaft of
the Maaeelok^ than with that of the nativef»r

With a more roogh and ferodoot difpofitioD»

thefe lofeignen blended a di^ree of pride, and
an ingennoof blantne(t» whteh rendered them
tmly formidable to thofe who were placed .be*

noath their defpotic fway, hftA whteh» by iofpir*

ing them with e fori of greetnefs of mind, en>r

fared the perforoaance of their proroifest and the
enjoyment of their protedion. While the Coptt»

brutiihf fdoomf• deoeitfol, and Inficnating, irpm
d^ntfnimed at the moft abjed ilaTes bf their

griOgtng and infidious deportment.
The attention ihown to Sonnini by the kia&.

dief operated at a reftraint upon thb rognet into

whofe haods he had fallen. 9at in order from-
Cairo* bereaving tbit offieer of his command, de*

prived onr.anthor of bit fnpportr and the very

men who bat a mooient before had trembled in

hit piefeooe, treated him with tbegreateft dif*

refped»



t^f^, mtttm teOMsjr fbimd dull bii attdwtlif

WM to be viAftd Id aiioClMr.
^

Fodor, In oipd^ to filiiiHler SomdM. liid oaittfi

li{» owii'f!liiil|r with that ofaTorldih nerduittlp

whofiseius toliaire tMses well <^liliei lor itijr

Irliqtiitoiii miderttking. The prqpinitiofis ior

the joamef toCofieir had, for ibme time paft»

3rielded an inexhanfHbleibaroe of.prefleneef for

aYking for prefenti and monejr. Soonini had al-

ready given thO Copt a telefcMpe^ a brace of pif-

tofti, ant feverd bottles ofcormall } 'and another
valoable telefeope had been font to the 'Hirlt*

hot he dedtoed acoopting it, as not bdng the
capraio of a fhip, and hinted plaSbly, that he
would rather accept an equivalent in noaej, a£-

thoufffa he-had alieadf taken tbo ibnch^ on vaH*
oos frivolons pretences^ as the fecnring the hiin
of the camels, the making an advance to the
leader of the caravan, Sec. ; in ihort, he had ob-
tained, at diilbrent ttmes» about five and twentjr
ii^uins, without attempting to forward th^ pr^«

parations for tlie jonmej. Soonini was told that

a caravan was upon the point of fettlng tiff, but
that its departure was dielayed by an account of
Ibme Arabs, who Were hovering in the Defert i
a few days 'after, there 'was no caravan, but he
was to be conveyed rapidly to the fliore of the
Red Sea, by feme fleet camels ; but, in this new
arrangement* he was to leave his baggage in the
bands ofthe TVurktfli merchant, who prpmifed to
forward it by the next caravan. This plan, how-
ever, was rather too barefoced, and Sonnini be-
ing well convinoed of the imprudence of confid-
ing in foch perfons, dow told them that^ not
wi(htf^ any longer to fubmit to their knaviOi
aru, he had enurdy relinquiflwd bis intended

journey
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lavottrable to the dlefignt of Bodor aaidllie Tiiiikr

Uiqr Mb e^doHfottred to cb«og« it by tfetf

ABMiif in their, power ; bat wfieair jkbe Earoppan
[te^UMOtd the ly^opey which b^ 1^ ac^anoed, oo
accoont of tbe jourpfy, they mMf many bitter

complaints, aiid endeavoured to convince biipi
' mfjie waaJtUI in their debt, for the great troo-

ble they bjidi t^^cQ* Soonini, however, refor

iatiely threatened to lay the cafe before the Ani-
..bic prince, Idnaio-Abon-AU ^ 19 confequencq of

wh^h, they broogj^t- back five feqaitis, and oor
triiveUer preferre(l being at the lo^ of the twea«

ly, to reoimnjiig longer in a place where he waa
oipofed to the mon ferious accidents, by tha

JMreachery and fi^tagems of two inch uppriiir

.^pled men.
.' Previous to his departure, as he was packing
m his baggage, Soonini perceived, that a ipeciea

of large wafp, with violet-coloured wibgs^ ha4
built its neft in the infide of a wooden cafe, be-

longing to a mariners compafs.

, The honeycomb was of earth, nearly of an oval

'

•Ibfmt and perforata in the middle with a found
hole. Each cell contained a ^ttle worm, of #
grafs-green colour. Round this honeycomb then?

were uune others, that had been begun, but wei»
left in an imperfed ftate.

'. On the 17th of July, Sonnioi quitted K^%
on horfebsckj attended .by four Arabs, and fol«

lowing the eoorte of the Nileton^ its ea^r*
^bank; |n the middle of the day, tlj^ey^halted at

the village Nouzarie,.which is peeked, as ita

name. Implies, by Copts, or Egyptian Cbriftians.

From, hence tbey.proceeded to Karnak, a mife-

irable village, wnere the cottages-might (erve aa
•

- afoil
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M foR to tfae gnnd^of the fontmndlof ndoi^
if; indeed, uny thiog c^d be ^ompBM to t|ie

moniiineiiti of Tbebet^ that ftmioiit ami iUoftrt'-

oat city« which hai been c«Teblrated bf thiS iHl
and the greateft of Grtdaii poeti^ io toe feUow
log animated firainf:

<• Not ill proiidiHidbct* mirivtil'a w»l!t ^tk^k
'

13ie world** griBii emff^ft OB <h*Emtiiii pi&7
That fpreads her conqocft o'er « thouuiad ftatea» A.^

Ai# MXttri her beroee thro' 4 himdr«i nlet i

, TiM>liu|diedhorfeiBen,and twoli«|idred.cari|
FroiB each wide porul ifluhif ti> tjhc wart/

Pors't HottCK.

About three ntiln beyondKarnak fiandtLuzor»
Another Tillage^ eroded at the foathero oxtiemtty
of the fite, fohnerlj occupied by that celebrated
city, on the eaftehi iide of the river. It wootd
have reqaired more tioie than Sooiiini conld pof*
fib\y fpare, and more fednri^ than conld bO ra-
tionally expeded, on a fpot that watinfefted wkh
banditti^ to have taken a pr<»er fnrvey of the
Vetllges,which havtiyet tritunphed over the ftock
bf ages and Iherage of barbarifm. <*^ It would
be itn^offible/ fays (mr author, " to defcribe the
feOAitioot I experienced at the fight of objeds fo
0rnid and fo majedic. It was not fiijtipiy admi-
ration, but an eeftafjr, which fufpendedt the n^%
of n^ faculties ; I remained a long time motioa-
Ms with rapture/ and was more than once in-
(^^hed to proftrate myfelf in veneration before
nibtiuments, the ereftiod ofWhichTeemed to for-
pafV the genius and t!|e porVeri of man." *

Cploflal, and other gigantic fbtoes/ oMiiks,
avenues formed by rows of fpbinxet, which arc
ftill diicemiblei though fliamefully mmilated;

13 porticoes
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Dorticoet of « prodigious elevation ; iinmenfe OQ*
loonadeit the pillart of wbiph are fome twentf,
and fome thirty feet ill circumference $ coloura

AiU retaintog an incomparable brilliancy ; gnt-

tnte and marble^ lavidiedin ihe ilrudures} flonea

<i^ aftoniibCiig (limen^ons, forming the magnifi-

cent rooft ; and, in fliort, thoufaoda of proftrate

colua|{)i» litjarally (kreW the ground, and ftrike

the tpe^tor with equal amazement and admi-
ration,

Sonnini, having^ prefented a letter from JfrnVin

Abou^Alift to the cpromandant at Luxor> iBet

with a renr civil and handfome reception,

ihd proceeded, under his efcort, ou the 18tb»

to the ruins of the ancient refidence of 'the

Egyptian monarchs. The magnificence it difr

played, and the e&tent of its circumference^ furt

panes air conception; .but new events occurred

to huny our author from a place which he ex*

peGtei to have examined minutely. Upper Egypt
Wat again about to become the theatre of hoSili*

lies between the Mamelukes. Some beys, belong*

ing to the vanq^oiihed party of Ifmain, had coO'r

tfived to obtain poCemoo of Thebais, as far as

the Red Sea^ aiid there to raife fufficient forces

to ^iye fomeJnqmetfide to thp yidorious Muradi
whil^ the lattenpras ttndinf a detachment againft

his remaining enemies, under the command of a
hhy of his hoofehbld. Ik tbii flate of atfairs,

Sonnini found himfelf between two parties oi

combatants, equally undisciplined and ungovern*
able, and inclined to commit the mofl dreadful

exceiies.^ Robbers plundered the travellers by
laodp. while pirates topped the boats upon the^

Nile, Ho^tle tribies of Arabs had frequent &ir-

mllllefc with eacll Other i aud^ ab authimty being
- at
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at ta «Qd»tlie qoprolcdcdi for^ipier could bardlv

fail of becoming • ?idim anu4ft the gcoml
coofufioD.

li wfM ooDfequMitlf impoflible for oar Irtte^
lor to reixiaio longer io tbe Qeighboorbood of cbo
••cient Tbebety oor could be' tbtok any more ot
pocerding np lowar/da tbe cataradi; at> inde-
pepdeDilv pflbe dangers |o wbicb be muft bavt
eipofed iiimfolf, from a barbaroot race» wbo ia<^

babit tbe foutbern par| of tbe countnr, tbe ene^
iniet of Murad would inqft probably baye iacrif

ficed bim to'tbcir ragCi at oiie of tbat ruler*!

emi^atiei. He was' tbereibre compelledt bow^
ever lotb> to return down tbe Nile, as tbe otify

plan that was n^t abfolulely replete witb danger,
Tbe Arab ibeick of Luior urged bim» in tbe

flronge^ manner, to depart immediately ; but bo
fiill wi(bed to crofs over to Crournei, on tbei>pr

poSte bank of tbe nver« to fee tbat part of the
ancient city of Tbebes.
Hiiswas accounted the moft difficult fpo^td

land at in Tbebais, as being infefted by a mnlti^
tude pf robbers, wbo were fo greatly ^r/eaded,
tbat tbe kiafcoef of Kous bas been beard to fayi
he would not venture %o travel there with bis
little band pf Mapieblte foldiers. Tbe (heick of
Luxor, therefore, ufed bis beft endeavours to dif-

fdade ipjT.autbor from tbe attempt, but when he
faw that his eibortations proved ineffeauaU ho
kindly pointed out fncb preqiutions as be fup*
pofed might beft contrfjbiiii^e to tbe firanger's fafer
ty, ai|d accompanied htm^ in perfon, to the boat,
10 which Sonoini arrived at Gournei, on the
iborningoftbeapth; -

Although the yillige wa^,9tQ.o great diftance

from the river, yet^ aa it waa the refort of a for-r

midabie
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ttildible banditti* our author MlowtA the §mtet
•f hitlHcnd, and reqoeilad the iiddc of Gcfarnie
(for whom he had alfo a letter ffom Ifittaiti) to
Opme to the water fide. The flieiek immediate^
coitt|>lied with hit reqneft, and condoded him to
the rooft frightful, and moft wretched place, in
appearance, that be had ever beheld. T&e mud
hotsi of which it confifti, ace badiy conftmdcd^
and no higher than a man, nor have thev aay
dther covering than a few palm leavei. Bat, if

the village it nnfightiy, the inhabitantt are far

worfe I thev are half blacky and almoti nak^d,
part onljr of their body being covered with mife-
rable rags, while their gloomy aiid haggard coon-
tenance i^ ftroo^Iy marked with the tracea of
fheir ferocions dtfpofition ; having no tafte for
agricaltore, following no trade, and, like tlie £i-

va^e animals of the adjacent mountains, eniploy*
fng themfelver folely in rapine» their a()>e6| was
greatly terrific $ and what the fli^ck of Goornd
t%lated of the banditti, was bat ill cflealated to
foothe the fears of the travellers.

Senrrini's companions, whofe imaginations had
been firongly impreiTed with all the accounts, they
heard of this deteftable place, appeared extremely
uneafy. The Syrian interpreter, equally wicked
and cowardly, cried from fear, and th^ Uiianl-

moUfiy concurred in blaming their leader, and
bemoaning the cruelty of their own (kit, in be-
ing thus expofed to inevitable deftrodibn, while
our author was feated up6n the fand in the midft
of feveral rafcallypeaiknfs, and paying their own
pitce to all who brought him idols, 6^ antique
inedals.

The weftem quarter of ancient Thei>es i^ by
1M> meant |nferi«r« tk point of magnificiBnce, to

that
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Ihf fooBumepU i,t 9ppu#i;are net in fy good pre-

iervakioo. p^ tbe nuns are piled up in^ great*

eftdilToiacr. Tbere are }xt to be feen^ a* T^eci-

mena of t^« ^&afii(king (olidity of tbe edi^cea^

t]ia;,Feie bene ere£kedt the front of tbe walls of

an ancient t^ple, co^reJy covered with bierqr

^jrpbics} a (uperb portico; and fomc coloflal

flatoes, among which, are a few fragments of

tbe ilftoe of Memnon» celebrated for the fpunda
which tt uttered at the Ma^ of the fun. Soo^

nini ce^ld only haftily admire thefe important

lemainaof antiquity, many of yhich he could

only fee at a 4iflance.

Out author obferves, that he was very anxioup

to fiEj: fome largi; excavations hewa out of the

YOf:k,at tbedifliiQCe oCthree miles to theweflward
of Gpornei ; bnt no. perfon could be found fuffi*

cientjy courageous to condud him thither, aoi^

the iheick himfelf aifured his gueft that, in couf
leqaeoce. of a recent war between his fnbje^f
and the inhabitants of fome neighbouring vil-

]ages» i^ would be highly knprndent to expofe
himfelf wii;h guides, who, far from aftbrding

any prolpdion,. would aifuredly draw upon him
the revenge of their implacable foes.

If the whole of the day, paflfed by our traveller

in a placie of fo bad repute, was not perfedly
free frpm ala^m, the night was fpeot in a date
of extreme; agitation. The lodging, ailigoed tQ

Sonninti^id his companions, was indeed one of
.the largeft/but at the lame time one of the mo^
linfubftantial, of the cottages. On retiring (qx

the rv,ening, they had taken every poffible pre-

caution againft the intrulion of the inhabitants,

bat ha4 f^icely laid theoufc^vqi down uno^
*" *"' their



their oirpeti, before eiegioa of large nti IfM
into tiio aJMrtnent* ran over their bodiei» and
bit them inceffimtljr. To add to this diitrefii, a
bolfteroot wind fprang opt which oecafloaalljr

blew down large pieces or the wretched bn tid-

ing, and at length threw one of the wini to the

earth. Ai this part of the cottage lockilf fell

outwards, the trarellers haflilf quitted their mi-
ferable flielter» and fpent half of the night walk-
ing in the open air, with their mofquets upon
thehr (houlders.

If it was dangeroni to travel to Odornd, it Was
a matter no lefs difficnlt to leave it, as the boau
of the Nile avoided its ihore, and the malignity

of the villagers had involved it in a war with its

neighbours^ and particularly with the people vf
Kamout6, a village half way to Negoad^« where
a man had been recently murdered. No one
eould therefore be found who would ferve our
author in the capacity of a guide, and the fteick,

himfelf was afraid to conduift him to Negoad6.
At length, however, a man. offered to direlst the

route, and the iheick fnrniflied horfes for a jour-

ney« which he was too fearful to undertake.

Thus our travellers remained under the protec-

tion of a nuin half naked, walking on foot, and
whofeihaufpiciout afped feemed to forbode fome
accident, from a meeting with his comi'ades. By
bis adWce the travellers quitted the plain, in or-

der to avoid Kamoule, and pafled through nar-

row gorges and irregular windings, among an
accumnuited' heap of rocks, where the guidcr

might have bewildered them, and led them into

ibmeambufcade; bat, it feems, the integrityof bis

heart made, an ample amends for his fctrbidding

appearance^ u, after a wearifome march of 6^
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b«uff, iMeondiiAad fait foUovlren (ktttf to « plaio

oenr li^6gtiad6*i» from wlieDoe tbcgr croflcd oter

ip Koot* while tb« nativeofGooriid, well pleaf-

cd at Jiafing efcape4 hit eneoiiet. re(bl?ed to

afoid an ioBpriideDt ezpoTafe of >ia perlbn a ft-

coni iitntg and accordinfflf proceeded with hia

horilei along the eaflern more of the Nile* till ho
ani^red pppofite to the place of hit refidenoe.

Scarcely had Sonnini arrived at the loddngy
whf.cb he had before occnpied at Kooi, till llal-

looft Poj^of came to vifit hioif with all the external

mariit of ifriendihip, atfid warmly congratnlated

hiflft on hii' relioqviftiing the journey to Co(feir«

as in had been lately difcovered that the Tnrkifli

nei^bant had laid a plan to have him robbed
opot) the road. To this tale, he added that Son-
nia i*s interpreter was implicated in this iniquit-

ous plot. Oar aiuhor, however, paid but little

attrmtion to the converfatipn of a roan, with
wfrafe treachery he was fo perfedly acquainted*

Th t Turkiih merchant was now abfent from
Keius, and Bonnini was well aiTured that, if the
cHfe had been rcverfed, the Turk would have
fefid a broiler ftory of Podor, in order to obtain

m new prefent. In fucb circumftanoas, the Eu-
10 pean deemed it moft prudent to diflemble, aa
file Copt was a roan of intereft in his coontrT*
anid though the proteftations of his friendihip

w« tre of mtle avail, the eSe&s oi hia enmitf
mi ght have been extremely ferious.

Quiting Kous, on the 23d of July, our author
arif^cd. on the faroe evening, at Ken^, an inooo-
fir'lerable town, fituated on the eaftward of the
Nile. It is a place of rendcavqus for the cara*
T 108 that go to Cofleir, as well as of thoTe whidh
uttdrn from that parti laden with theridi produc-

tionf
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tlonf 6f fntfii and Arabia. It wai kndwA to (lie

andentf by the name of Ccboob, or CmtUfp^Mt ;

but iC it no longer what it was in former timea.

No ttftige now exiflt of the canal, b^ which the'

wat0rf of the Nile cdmmunicated with ihofh^
the Arabian Gulf, aind rendered the town ftmbcia

for iti commerce I ' the monamenti with which
the ancient city was embelliihed haVe all difap-

fitared } the riches of the peoj^le haVie diminifh-

ed, and no trace remains of the indnftry 6f its

former inhabitants, etcept a wretched manafae-
tofe of elirthern ware.

Between Kous and Kin6 ftanda the vitlaffe

Koft, at a fmall diftance'from the water-iide,

near the fite of the ancient city Cophtos, which
was alfo rendered a flouriihing place by the

commerce of the Red Sea. Several authors make
this the termination of the canal of the Red Sea»

now filled upi while others imagine it to t>e

near^Ken6.
Continuing their voyage down the Nile, the

waters of which were now daily fwelling and
growing thicker, the travellers flopped on the

25th at Reifliie« a village on the weftern ba^k
of the river. From thence they proceeded to the

village of Kelbe, on the fame fide, at the difiance

of half a league from Sahet, where oar aut hot

had fo warm an altercation with the command-
iOg MiEimelttke and the mafier of the kanj^.
*• This,*' fays Sonnini, " was always to be a fatal

i^ttome; I found it in a date of the great^ft

fermentation } whole villages had rifen, and te-

Med to pay their tribute, in confequence of the

commencement of a war, of which Upper Egypt
would probably foon become the theatre. Seve-

ral of tbefe little diftri6ts had armed themielv^s

i agalnft



iniail Ilia kkifelief of Batjoar, who was march*
iflg •gainft then. The ilkhabitautt of Kelbe
were of the nmnber* Scarcely had we entered

their territory, till thirty or forty fellaht came
rapidly towardi qt, with fabrei and lancet. At
ire had advanced without di draft, and were un-
pirofided with meani of diefence agaiAft fo for*

midable a body^ I wai obliged to reafon with
them, at the only alternatite that remained } and«
tliodgh thefe people are little fufceptible of nn-
derftandittg the language of reafon, I foon per*

ceived that they had taken us for followers of the
kiafcbef, againft whom they were in arms; I bad.

no great trouble ib nlideceive them, and they at

laft confented to leave ua without farther moleft-

ation.**

The travellcn immediately reimbarked, but
were foon expofed to another fort of danger.

The wind blowing ftrong from the northward,
increafed the roogbnefs of the river, which waa
already confiderable, on account of a heavy
fwell. The courfe of the river was alfo confined

in this part by a craggy mountain, projeding in-

to its bed; and the waves were fo high in the
ftrength' of the current, that the little kanja,

which had no ballaft, had nearly been fwamped.
At length, however, with much trouble, the ma*
rioen reached the foot of the mountain, where
they remained in ezpedation of moi^ favourable

weather.

The European and his followers were now off

one of the moft formidable retreats of banditti^

innU the country. Several excavations in the

rock ferved them for a habitation and a look-

out, from whence they difcovered, at a great dif-

tance, the obje6U of their plunder. They, .moft

> Vol. XJaV. K probably.
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probably weremwMre o^ the ibperior flrtogtii of
the trpvellers, as tbey made no attempt to ap-

proach i bat their vicioity prevented oar aathor

nroro.viiiiiog the grqitoet hewn oat of the rock*

and which are, in all probability^ works of anti-

quity.

Finding that the wind did not abate, thongh
it was growing dark, and knowing the imprac-
ticability of paffiog the night in fo dangerous a
fituation, Ihe boatmen made a temporary fail of
p^rt of their drefs, and fleered through a heavy
fwell to Sahet, the port of Farlchoat and ofBaa-
joura. t

The reis went on (hpre at this place, but haf*

tily returned, to inform oar traveller that, in

confequencs of the confufion which reigned in the
diftri<^» it would be impoffiUe to remain off Sa«

het, without being expofed.to the dancer of affaf*

^nation. Sonnini Tent him back to tell the Sheick

Bl BeUad that he was a kiafchef, and therefore ex*

pe6^ed that proper meaCures ihould be taken for

the prefervation of his fafety. In confequence of
thismeflage, the commandant came himfelf, with
fome men, and fpent the whole night in guard-
ing the kanja. At break of day, he fent a com-
plimentary meflage to the Buropean, accompa*
niedwtth a flight breakfiiA; but Sonnini haf-

tened to quit his ftation, left the approaching

day^if^t ifcould difcover that the pretended

kia^hef was deftitute of a beard.

/After paffing the night of the 27th, at a oonfi-

(lerable viUase, to the weAward ofthe Nile, called

Beliail^,in the vicioity of which are fome ruins,

that occupy a large extent of ground, our author

proceeded to Girge, defcribed as the largeft city

in Egypt, aext to Cairo. It it the capitil of the

8ai4«
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ftti^ the rdldenoe of a bey, a^cl of a Coptic

bifliop, and cootaini a coinxnanity of monks, of

the Propaganda. The houfb are of modem, hot

irregular, cooftrodion $ and the city it baiH upon
the (hore of the Nile, which ii there reinarkably

fteep and lofty. It is diftant from Cairo aboat

three hundred miles.

As Soonini was de6rons of knowing whethet
the monks of Girg6 were better difpofed than
ihofe of Echmimm and Ne|(nade, he waited op-
cm the * fuperior, a good-l(X»lbjng man, with a
white beard, for whom he had alt^ter from Cairo.

The haughty ecclefiaftic contented himfelf with
glancing his eyes at the date of the letter,

and perceivifig that it was not very recent, he
threw the paper in the European's face, exclaim-

ing, that it ^as worth nothing. So great an ex-
cefs of infolence, (hown before many witness,
inflamed our' author's refentment to fuch a de-
gree thati he affirms, it required no fmall ejBRort

of naoderation to enable him to abdain from cor*

poral punifhment. The monk, perceiving hia

violent agitation, took up the letter, and, having
pernfed it, made a thoufand apologies, which
Sonnini received, by turning his back upon him»
find walking out of the houfe.

On the morning of the 29th, our author quit-

ted Girg6, and after a troublefome paflage; occa-
iioned by a violent, northerly wind, he reached
Menfliie, a town where the markets are always
well fttpplied, becanfe the boats, that are bound
to the north of Egypt, are accuftomed to put in

for a ftock of provi6ons. Ptolemais Hermii, a
large and populous city, formerly ftood upon tbia

fpot, but a few fcattered ruins, and a done dike,

to confine the waters of the river, afe the only

remains
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lemainf that Menihie now prefert^ of iti sfDcf^

cot fplendor.

Our author now proceeded to Sonhaje, where
he arrived on the 30th, and oo the following day
he purfued hit journey on horfeback, in company
with two Arabs, while the boat was ordered to

be taken to Tahta, which he alfo reached in the

^evening.

; This diftrid was far from being in a fiateof tran-

quillity, as the fellahs of the furroiinding coun^

Iry were rlfing, and bad refufed to pay the accnf^

tomed taxes. Thefe were joined by fome Arabs,

from whom tribute-money was likewife deniand-

ed ; feveral kiafchefs, who had united their forces,

had been recently vanquifhed by the rebels i the

fields were deferted, or completely ravaged ; pro*

vi0cns of every fort became the prey of banditti,

or hodile troops; alt Communication Was cut off

by bands of robbers, who infefted the voads| and,

in ihort, defolati^n reigned over a foil,' the fertir

lity of which could not be fubdued by this bar-

barous warfare.

The few days paifed by our traveller at Tahta
were rendered extremely irkfome, by the agitated

date of the country, which confined him, though
much againft his inclination, to the houfe; £9
therefore refolved to continue hia route as foon

as poifible, and accordingly embarked on the 6th
of Auguft, in a fort of large lighter, called a
mafch, which was then ready to quit the village

Sheick Zeineiddin, on the bank of the Nile.

About two leagues from Sheich Zeineiddin, on
the oppofite bank of the river, ftands the village

of Kous el Kebir, or Koos the Great, fo denomi-^

Dated, to diftinguiQi it from a fmaller village, on
the wefiern (hore. It is fituated oa the brow of

a lofty
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• loftf pfioiiiootof7» and prefents* to tbe regretful

tfe of • tniYellery' tbe remains of an aotiqae

ooloooade, in tolerable prefenration. Tbe terrU

tory of tbe ancient city, foppofed by fome to bave
been AntcBopolis, or tbe city of Antceot, and by
otberi Diofpolii Minor, wit defended l^om tbe

inandationg of tbe river, by a dike, confimded of
bewn fione, b"t now greatly dilapidatied. At
tbe very edge of tbe promontory and beyond^tbo

quay, are difcernible tbe femains of a mole; tbat

it fcancely covered by tbe water, and wbicb, ex^

tending into tbe river, rendered tbis reacb exceed-

ingly dangerout. At low water tbii piece of
arcbltedure, wbicb is likewife built of bewn
ftone, appear! above tbe forface of tbe dream,
and affords a probable prefomption tbat a bridce

was formerly ereded, at tbis place, acroft tbe

Nile.
'

On tbe 8tb, tbe travellers bebeld ii dreadful

conflagration in tbe yillage Koom el Aras, wbich
was fet on fire by a treacherous and cruel com-
pany of Arabs. Tbe vetkl then flopped at Abon-
tig6 for fome neceflary repairs, and Sonnini re-

iolved to proceed from hence to Siout by lapd.

On tbe iotiroation of tbis defign, a Turk, who
was an officer, in the houfehold of a bey, kindly

offered to efcort the European, who accordingly

acoepled of his compaoy, aud arrived at Siout in

tbe middle of the day.

During the journey, tbe Turk was obferved to
make his fervant pick up feveral pieces of earth,

wbicb be immediately ate, and on Sonniai's ask-

ing him what was bfs fancy for fo iingular a re*

paft, he replied, that an in fatiable appetite had
rendered it neceAary to biro, and that nothing

could prevent him from gratHying bit ticlina-

Ka tion^

/
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tion. Thif maladj (eemt to be pecoltar to the n»
tivw of Africa, who are Ireqnently attacked bf
it» and it U a weU-known ltd,, that the Negroeti
bcpoght totheWeft India oolooiet,have fometimei
periled from the 'cbnCequences of this inordtnate

appetite, after having dragged on a lingering ex*

iftence, tortured by inetfeSual chaftifenieots, and
barbarous precautions^ which th^ contrived to

elude.

On the evening of the 11th, our author pro*

ceeded to Manfelout, where he was joined by hit

companions, and on the evening of the 24th they

embarked on board a large veflel, called a galioun,

.

or (hip, on account of her fize, and the ports with
which (he was pierced, for the purpofe of carrying
guns I her cargo confifted of two thoufand five

hufidred facks of corn, or the weight of near two
hundred and fifty tons, befides a quantity of balei

ihipped' by different people j a hundred men, and
a coufiderable number of cattle. Abaft were
built three handforae cabins, one of which was
more fpacious than the great cabin of the Alta*

lante frigate. The aftermoft, as being the molt
pleafant, was appropriated to the ufe of our an*
tbor.

After a tedious delay^ the veiTel fet fail on the

inorning of the 27th, and pafTed very near the

chain oSf rocks of Aboufeda, in order to keep ia

the depth of the Areata, Qa the prominences of
the rocks were perched fome wild geefe. At the

^xtremtty of the mountain of Aboufeda, our tra<^

veller remarked the ruins of fome buildings, cut

in the rock, which had efcaped his obfervation

when he formerly paflfed.

Among the perfons«wbom the reis had taken

oa b^d, w<re four viUaias^ who had deferted



itom thie inny> and who, ba?ing efcaped the fa*

tigoet of war, fet no bounds to their infolence.

Hafiog learned that Sonnini and bit attendant!

were £on>peani> thej more particularly levelled

againft them their infalts and ootrage. They
even carried their audacity fo far» as to ftrike two
of the travellers, who, on their part, were notilow
in returning the blows. A battle enfued, and
the noife reaching our author, he ran up with
bis fabre in his hand, and with the flat of it, ap*
plied feveral flrokes to the fhoulden of the ag«
greflbrs. They immediately defifted, but the
confafion was inflantly fucceeded by a univer*

fal cry of, "an InJUe/ arike a Muffulmaur This
was an unpardonable crime, and the crew talked

loudly of throwing the offender into^ the river,

but Sonnini and his companions retired to their

cabins, and the fire-arms, with which they were
provided, appeared fufficiently formidable to their

adverfaries, to keep them at bay, and according-

ly contented themfelves with murmuring and
concerting revenge.

From the cabin windows our author perceived;

at Sheick Abade, the ruins of Antinoopolis, and
upon the fame tide of the river was ieen the vil-

lage Benibaflan, tituated at the foot of a perpen-
dicular, rocky mountain, in which the ancients

had dug fepulobral chambers. Lower down, air

agreeable contratt was formed to the rugged af^

ped of the rocks, by a beautiful forefl of palm
trees, and, at the village ofSavouad^ are to be feen
fome ruins of ancient edifices.

On the arrival of the veiTel at Miniet, the reii

immediately lauded with feveral of his paflen-
gers, and ran to the kiafchef,^ to complain that

Sonnini had had the affortnce to ftrike a Maho4
metaiu
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metan. Tboie maUcioui people took care to re*

late the event, with (everal aggravating circom*

lUoceii to every perfoo they met. The populace

of Mioiet accordiogly colleded« and called aloud

lor the head of thci dog^ who had infolted a fer«

vaDt of their prophet. Id this fituation of afibiri,

pur author quitted the bark with ooe of hit peo-

ple, and pafled through the ftreets to the houfe

of the kiafchef, who» it leems, had promifed to

puniib the aggreflbr with the baflinado on the

foles of his feet. On his arrival* the reis and the

other accufers pointed him out to the command*
ant, who was furrounded by a great concourfe of

people. ".It is thou, then,** faid the kiafchef,

in a menacing voice,, *' who haft dared to ftrike a

faithftil Mu0ulman.'* " Pay no attention/' an.

fwered our author, in a firm tone, *\ to the filly

clamours of thefe ifnorant fiilaht, to which, for

the honour of a valiant Mameluke, thou haft al-

ready liftened too long. Thou art the ilave of

Murad Bey; thou knoweft that I am hisfHend;
I have matters of the utmoft importance to com*
municdte to thee from him, and to. which I beg

thou wilt attend." Sonnini then approached himi

and pretending to whifper, (lipped a few fequins

Sfito hli hand, when the kiafchef, who had raifed

himfelf a little from his culhioti, for the porpofe

of liftcning, again rcfumed his feat, and darted

the moft menacing looks at the confounded reis.

*' Knoweft thou/* faid he, in a feigned, or at leaft

a purchafed rage, ** t)ie oonfequence of a Frank ?"

He then proceeded with a long d)ft<iVt8tion on
the power and virtues of the Franks, of whom
he was himieif perfeftly ignorant. The reis at-

tempted to reply, but the kiafchef gave him a

hox oa the ear, and afterwards ordered him to be

. . caned*
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tfsoed. In in inftaot the tpionni mob^ ilbpidljp

fitted for 4erpotifin, difperied to their refpediTS

habitttiona, prsifing the jaftice of the command-
flnt» and ^xtflling the good qualitiei of the

franks, *

Notwithftanding the public protedion of the

kiafchef, oiir author deemed it improdent to

trull himfelf anin on board a yeflel in wbich hd
had received uich fcandakius treatment. Tho
four deferten were indeed apprehended, but much
evil might be rationally expected from the enrage

ed reis and his fanatical companions. The kr«

^fchef, however, infilled' that the European
ihould not put himfelf to any inconvenience*

find fwore by the prophet, that he ihould expe«

rience nothing unpleafant in the continuatioa

of his voyage. Two officers of the command-
ant's honfebold were accordingly ordered to ta
condud our traveller to the veuel> and to inform

the reis that, unlefs his conduft towards Sonnini

was fiiitable to the refpeft duo to a favourite of
Murad Bey, bis life would inevitably be th&for<^

feit of his misbehaviour. Orders were again giv«

en at the fame time to fomfe Mameliike. officers,

embarked in another vefl*el, to take care that the
traveller received no infult. Having taken thefo

precautions, our author quitted the ihore of Mi*
Diet, and bad no occalioo, during the remainder
of the voyage, to have recourfe to the deftined

auxiliaries.

At fome diflance below Miniet, the chain of
mountains, to the eaftward of the Nile, projedi
into the river, in high and perpendicular maflet

of rock, that renders the current extremely nar-

row and rapid. On the brow of ono of thefc

difmll
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difmal eadnencetf the Copts teve ereAedt-l mo*
naftery*

On the ereoing of the 90th* (b^ tra?e11eri

Hopped Dear a fpot covered with lueMreei. This
natural grove would have been atrJDuoted plea*

ftnt in any part of the world ; but, in the vicini-

t^ ofhideout and fteril mountains, itwas truly de-

lightful. As fooB as the boaiman had caft an-

chor, the Mamelukes on board the other veflel

came to enquire, whether Socnini had any caufe

of complaint, and infifted that thcf reis fliould

make an apology for his infolence. Oureuthor
received his excnfes with difdain, but was indeed

highly gratified, to fee a roan humbled in his pro-

fence, who had endeavoured to^ifipufe iiim in fo

ferious a manner.
Continuing the Toyage down the Nile, the

mariners failod on the Sift, along a chain of high

rocks, which Teemed to have experienced fome
convulfion of nature. On their brow fiands a

«hape], which indicates that a Mnflnlman faint

is buried on the fpot, under the name of Sheich
Xmbarck.
Our author palTed by Feihn^, a town on the

weitem bank of the river. It gives its name to

an adjacent mountain, which renders the naviga-

tion of the river peculiarly dangerous, in that

|>art, becaufe, having experienced a (hock of an

earthquake, feveral maifes of rock have been de*

tached from it, and have fallen into the river.

On the ift of September the travellers were
<ietained off fiebe, by a dead calm; but, on the

following day, they refumed their voyage.

Opponte to Boufch, the chain of mountains to

the eaft rounds off into a projeding point; and

l^ecomes more elevated than the adjacent parts I

. of
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ef the i«ae cbaio. This point if ! a manncf
bleached* particnlarljr in the places expofed to

the current of the water, where its furface isofm
ihiniog white. It is called Dsjebel Gujpfe, or
the Mountain of Limej and in fad there is here

extraded'a quantity of lime, that is conveyed to

Cairo, in barges of a peculiar conftrudion.

Towards evening the mariners anchored off •
village, called Meioioum, which is fitoated at
fome diftance from the bank of the river. Op*
pofite t9 Meimoum, on the eaftern bank, is aa
old Coptic convent, and lower down is a rocky
point, known by the name of Dsjebel Nanti» or
the Sailor's Mountain, becaufe an £c[yptian failoc

is there buried^ who was canonized by his com*
radei.

Scarcely hafl the firft glimmerings of day be«
gun to revifit the earth, on the 4th of the mouthy
when the impatience of the crew to reach Catro»

induced thepn to fet the two immenfe fails of their

veflel. They had pafled the night at the diftance

of half a league frqp Old Cairo, oppofite to a
Coptic monaftery, and foon arrived at tlie Bgyp*
tian capital; butSooi^t did not reviilf bis coun-
trymen in Uiat city, having a ftroog recolledioii

of the tedionti he experienced on a former occa-
fion, and finding the enirirons in the greateft

confufion, owing to the en<|^pcnen(s and war*
like preparations of the be3rs. H«V therefore^

pajflfed haftily through a horde of undifelplioed

combatants, and repaired to Boiilac, where he
was in hopes of meeting with a conveyance by
water to Roflettk, but all the boats were retain-

ed foir,the fervice of the army. At length, How"
ever, be met with a reis, who had left his kanja at

BeiiTous, a viUa|;e below BooUc^ oader the ap-

3 pcvbanfioa
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5reben£oD tbat' it might be pot io -nqbifiUov
'be (ravelleri therefore went by land to the vil-

lage Schoubra, and from thence proceeded in a

ikiffi to embark in the kanja.
^ On the evening of the 6th of September, oar
ttthor quitted Bei^Totta* The moon ihone with
unclouded brigbtnefi upon the water* the veflisl

Slided ilowly along, between two low and mud-
y Iborea, where mariners incur no danger, and

the paflengers enjoyed a fweet tranquillity to

which, for.feveral months, they had been entire

Grangers. They were no longer harraiTed by
tbofe ferious alarms which incefl'antly befet them
daring their travels in the Said, and their fire«

arma were a fufBcient protedion againft fuch pi<<

rates, as fometimes infeil thefe parts of the Nile.

fTbey had liliewire the fatisfaaion of knowing
ihe reis to be a perfon of anihaken integrity,

and after a pleafiint rnn of about ten hours^ they

arrived fafely at RoiTetta.

As the Ramadan, or feaft of the MuiTulmen,
commaltced this year on the 32d of September,

Soontniiliad an opportunity of remarking the ce-

remony i)f its opening on the preceding evening,

at Rofletta. " All the tradefmen aflemble,*' fays

•he, *' in companies, and march in pryoceffion,

through the town, by the light of kindled chips

of refinous wood^ contained in iron pots, carried

.upon the end of long flicks. The head of each

corporation is mounted upon a fine horfe, ind
clothed in an extraordinary drefs. Several alfe

Vear maiks, which were ioudly applauded- by the

populace; but they were particularly enthufiaftic

•in their expreflioos of approlMtion, when the

chief nightman appeared tn the habit of a£un>-
-pean." .<' This £>&/*. adds Soooiol, *' may fi[tve

C. T :

"^

4, ajuft
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|i juft Sdes of the drgree of condderation wo
$nyyy in thfir conniry.**

During the month !ct apart for (he obfrrvance

of the Kamadan; eating and drinking are not

only fnrbiddeo from fun-rife to fun-iVt, but the

nfe of tobacco ii at fcverely prohibitt d. The l.f-

bourer, oppreiTed by beat and nearly overcome
with fatigue and extreme thirA, is confequently

ready to faint from inaniation; but in Egypt, at

well aa io any other country, the man of opulence
evades the law that is incompatible with his coq[«

entence, and claims a fcandalous exemption fron^

the fafferings of the helplefa and indigent, jjf

the Ramadan is a period of abftinence very diffi-

cult to be endured by the working man, it is aa
interval of pleafure to the rich, who make of it

both a lent and a carnival. Immediately after

fun-fet, feafting, dancing, ihows, and mufic, oc<r

cupy the place of every (ireet, and (If^ep kindly

intervenes, to prevent the fons of affluence froo^

perceiving the leiigth of the day. '

After fpending a few days with his friends 9.t

Rofletta, our author repaired to Alexandria^

where he refumed his native drefs, and foon af-

ter availed himfelf of an opportunity of pro*

ceeding to Greece and Turkey, in a coafting

veflTelythat was preparing to fail for Smyrna. Ex-
clufive of one perfon, who was peculiarly attach-

ed to him, he took leave of all his companions,
whofe miiiion was to terminate with his travels

in Egypt, and on- the 17th of Odober 1778, he
quitced the new port of Alexandria, and foon loft

^ght of that famous country, where the prodi-

gies of art fecm to vie with the mlraclcii of
nature, and in which be certainly exerted him-
felf to the utmoil, in order to invcfligatfi and af-

Voi.. XXIV. L ccrtaia
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certain fucb particular! ai we have already laid

before our readers. As a polUkiatit we have to-

tally avoided bis opinions and remarks, but as a

travilUr, we have endeavoured to give the nioft

ample account, that our limits wotud permit, of

his refearcbes; and flatter ourfelves that they will

meet a favourable reception, in their abridged

fitXt, from the foot of fcience and the admirers

^f hiftory. ,

TRAVELS



TRAVELS *

Iir THE

NORTHERN PART OF INDIA,

KASHMIRE, AFOHAN^STAN, amb PERSIA,

ANO INTO

RUSSIA BY THE CASPIAN SEA.
*

Performed in the Years 1 78a, 83, and 84.

By Mr. GEORGE FORSTER.

FROM amcng the varioas fabjeAi that occa-

fionally find a place in the employments of a
fiudent, or the amufemedts of a gentleman, we
may* pefbapt, (ingle- out the fludy of hiftory, aa

the moft interefting in hs nature, and the mod
beneficial tn its effeds. Hence the defcriptive

pdge, when didated by a proper fpirit, and irra*

diated by the effulgent. I>earo8 of truth, has been
generally welcomed from the prefs, and held in

the higheft eftimation by all the enlightened na»
tives of Europe ; but to the Tons of Albion it is

peculiarly acceptable, as communicating a fweet
fenfation to the heart, which triumphs in a pre-

eminence amongft the furrounding nations, and
eialtingly difcovers the unrivalled excellence of
thofe laws, and of that conftitution, which, to-

gether, receive additional luflre from every com*
parative view, and ihine with incomparable

fplendor.



fplendor, the boa (I of Britons, and tfie admirl'^ •

tiou of thr world.

Mr For tier, a civil fervant, on thr Madns ef-

laMilbment, having refolved on vi filing Benares,

that he might there invcftigaie the mythology of
the Hindoo.s, procured pemniOion to procetd to

that city, and tranfmitlcd the relation ot hif

journey, with that of his fubfequent travels, to st

irirnci, in an epif^olary correfpondence, the fub-

fiancc oi which we Ihall endeavour to lay con-
netted ly before our readers.

,
On the 23d of May, 1782, he fet off froni

Calcutta, and the following day arrived at a va-

luable and riting plantation, called Stokfagur,

where the proprietors have ellablifhed a manu-
fadure of white cloth, of which the Eaft India

Company provide an annual invefiment of about
two lack^ of rupees. They have alfo founded a

manufadofy for raw (ilk, which bears the Appear-

ance of improvement and increafe. A large quan-
tity of fpiriruous liquor is likcwife made upon
this plantation, approximating in quality to

American run)^ and; as it is applied to all the ufes

of the fiatavia nrrack, it is expe^ed to produce a

coniidcrable benefit to ihe Bengal province, from
its current (a\e.. it is but jullice toobferve that

this eftiiblilhrnent has been particularly noticed

by th«^ government of Bengal, which has, on ma-
ny other occafions, fhown a zealous difpofition

towards the eiiconrngemeut and promotion of

ufeful undertakings.

Pievioully to the era in which Bengal wai
annexed to the pofltffions of the Englilh, the

various nations who viiited it wfre compelled to

give fpecie for the greatcll portion of the commo-
dities they purchafed, there being but fetv ar-

ticlei
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ticliet iccq>tficl as a fatUfadory barter bj the na-

ttvefi. This fpccles of coinoierce^ which mud
indifputably have enriched India with a large

amount of gold and dUer, continued for more
than a century and a half. But, on the eftabliAi-

ment of the Englifli government at Bengal, the

necelfitjr of fuch a fyftem was annihilated, as the

amount of the revenues was fufiicient to pur-

chafe the cargoes of the country, and to clear the

public expenditurfs. By this means was one
channel of the influx of fpecie (topped ; and it is

fufficijcntly obvious, that the revolutions which
advanced the fortunes of the Englidi in that

quarter, have materially leflened fimilar imports
from other European nations who traded with
Bengal. An important change has alio been
effeSed on the interidr commerce of the coun-^

try, by the extin6tion of the Mahometan domi-
nion.

The n«»tive princes, and chiefs of various de-
fcriptions, who retained in their fervice a great

number of dependants, afforded a full and con-
Hant employment to a multitude of ingenious
artificers, who fupplied their makers with gold
and filver Huffs, plain nuilins, beautiful (ilks,

and many other articles of Afiatic luxury, the

ufual appendages to opulence and volupluouf-
nefs. Thefe Mahometan or Hindoo chiefs aro,

however, now removed, or fallen from their prif-

tinc grandeur into poverty and decay, and the
manufudurers, whole fole fupport depended on
thefe wealthy employers, were obliged, on their

expulfion, either to quit their profeffions, or to

abandon their country. Hence r.any branches
of rare manufa6^.ure have evidently declined, and
fome of the molt precious are now entirely loft.

L 3 The
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The great demand made by the Moglrat ao^
PerHan empiieo, for the produce of Bengal, when
Delhi and Ifpahati reigned with equal rplendor

and authority, has been con6derably lenened of
late by the di traded and impoveriihed condition

of tbofe dates j and| in fad, when we con6der
that the Moghul court exceeded that of all other

nations, both in wealth and magnificence} that

the governors, eftablilhed throughout the pro«

vinces, aflfumed the manners of the mod potent

fovereigns; and that their ihoft fplendid habili-

inenls were fabricated at Bengal; it is natural to

conclude, that the difcontinuatioii of fuch a trade

ihuft of neceflity have produced ftrong ededs; yet,

ii is probable that the loifes, which have been fuf*

tained in confequence of this commercial events

are counterpoifed by the augmentation of the

cargoes, though of a different fpecies, which are

now annually exported from thence to Europe.
During the adminidration of the MuiTulmen^

private wealth was ufually expended on the

fpot where it had been acquired, and though
opprellion and feverity might probably have
bcRn exercifed in the accumnlation, yet the

country at large was improved by its quid^ cir-

culatron through the channels of luxury, with-
out any decreafe of the general currency. It

may indeed be urged, that the furos of money
expendei] by Europeans, in their pubH'^ and piiA

vnte buildings, liavc been equivalent to the wants
of the labourer and artizan ; but our author
fcems inclined to think, that this amount is very

inconfiderabie, when compared to tiiat applied,

by the preceding governors, to the conllrudion
of mofques, baihs, Hindoo temples, grand refer-

voirs, magniticeat gardens^ and a variety of toft-
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If, t>riTate edifices* He juf)ly cbferTes, that thefe

inodes of expence are by no means compatihle

with the genias or inclination of the prefent pof-

feflbrs, who merely regard themfelves as the

moveable tenants of the day, and are anxious to

enjoy the friiit of their labours^ in the bofom of
their native home.
From the period ot Arungzebe*s death, which

occurred in 1707, until the eve of our territorial

efiablifliment in India, when the Moghul em-
pire dill retained a large (hare of its power, the

balance of the revenues of Bengal was puD<^u-
ally feni, in bills and fpecie, to the imperial

treafury. The remittance of this amount, which
has fomeiimes been equivalent, in one year, to a
million (ierling, frequently caufed fo great a
fcarcity of money, that many opulent inhabit-

ants actually found themfelves much embarralT-

cd in defraying their domeliic eXpences.

The maritime commerce of Bengal does noi
how maintain that vigour which accompanied
it, whilft the Europeans limply exercifed the
profeliion of merchants, and were confined to

the coafls of India ; yet there is a briik and im-
portant trade at Calcutta, though the advantage-
ous trafiSc, tha^ formerly fubtilied beiween this

port and Pegue, Slam, and the Malay illands, is

evidently enfeebled, and begins tu wear the af-

ped ofa gradual, but certain failure.

On the 29th of May, our traveller arrived a^
the large and commodious cantonment, of Ber-
hampore, wh^re are fiationed three regiments of
Sepoys and a battalion of Europeans, and on the
15th of June, he made an excurHun to Moore-
lliedabad, that he might view, in thnt city and
hik environs; the theatre ou wliich thuie inte-

leliirlg
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refting fchemes had been agitated, which had
eventually advanced the natives of- England to

the dominion of a wealthy kingdom. '

About a mile below Mooreftiedabad, and on
the oppofite bank of the river, lie the remains of

All Verdy Kh^n, known alfo, in India, by the

name of Mahobut Jung, a man who contrived

to raife himfelf, by his abilities as a foldier and
a ftatefman, from a private condition, to the

fubahdarry of Bengal. He waged an obftinatc

war with the Mahrattas, for the fpace of eight

years, and after an unfuccefsful flruggle, was
compelled to cede to them the difiri^s of Kut-
tack.

Not far from the tomb of Mahobut Jung, is

the burying-place of his nephew, Seraje-ud-

Dowlah, well known to the Englifb, by his cap-

ture of Fort William, and his barbarity in coo-

fining the garrifon in a clofe dungeon, where the

majority of them peri (bed from the feverity of

their fituation. The fate of this man was fimi-

lar to that of many eaftern princes, who have, in

their turn, experienced the incdnftancy of for-

tune ; he was betrayed at the battle of Plaifey

by Meer Jaffier, and ihortly aft^r alfaffinated by
order of the fame perfon.

Mahobut Jung, thinking to fecure to his fuc-

ceflbr the attachment of Meer Jaffier, beftowed

on this officer the moft important truft in go-

vernment, with his (il^er in marriage y and on

his death-bed, recommended the young nabob, in

the molt folemn manner, to his tutelage and pro-

te6tion. If, therefore, the condud of Meer Jaf-

fier were to be tried by the law of natural affec-

tion, or by the rules -of private honour, it mud
appear ia the blackeit colottrs^ and muft infalli-

bly
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{iiy force an ficeration from every feeling and

boneft he^rt. It may, indeed, be juftly urged,

that Mabobat Jung fliould have known, from
perfonal experience, the infufiiciency of the

firongeft ties, when defigned to rcllrain the wild

force of ambition in an Afiatic bread.

The Mollahs, who are here employed in per-

forming devotions for the repofe of the dead^

informed our author, that the widow of Seraje-ud

Dowlah frequently vi(it& hi^ la (I dreary refidence^

ilnd performs certain mournful ceremonies in com<«

memoration of her depnrted hulband.

Moore(hedabad is a city of no old date, ana
now bears the various marks of poverty and de«

cay, an evident refult of the removal of the court*

No buildings of note are feen in the city, nor are

there, in fad, any that are worth the flighted at*

tention, except the Maufoleums of Meer Jaffier#

'bis begum, and the Nabob Mherun. Thefe re,<*

pofitories of men, who were once tailed great,

and whofe towering thoughts diHurbed the peace
of their fellow Creatures, are admirably adapted
to reprefs or tnortify that vanity which has fo

amply fallen to the lot of human beings, as, with-
in the narrow limits of a tomb, vain mortals be-
hold a fpot, where the bo£(ies, the fchemes, and
fometimes the very names of the mod turbulent

and afpiring are confounded in one (ilent and
undidinguiflied mafs.

On the 23d of June, our traveller embarked in

a boat at Moorefliedabad, and proceeded up the

liver, with a frefti eafterly wind, for about thirty

miles. Towards evening the Hindoo boatmen
faftened their little veflel to the (bore, while they

landed td take fome refreiliment, as it is not Cuf-

ternary
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tomaiy with their (e€t to prepare any viduali
upon the water.

Next day they paiTed the village of Jungypore*
on thfe eaflern (here, where the company has ef-

tabtiQied a manufadory for raw (ilk, and on the

26ih they entered the main branch of the Ganges.
Here the river affords a fine view, that is termi*

nated, at the extremity of a long reach, by a vifta

of hills above Rajah Mhal, extending in a regu-

lar chain to the north- wefl. The Ganges, which
in the vicinity of Sooty, a village near the head
qf the Caffimbazar river, is full four miles acrofs,

was greatly agitated during our author's paiTage

by a Itrong wind, that gave it the appearance of
an arm of the fea. The riches of Bengal, with
a confiderable portion of the conveniencies of its

inhabitants, are in a great degree derii'ed from
this river» which, with its numerous interfering

branches, tranfports fpeedily, and at a reafonable

expence, the various products of diflrids', towns,

and villages, to places where they are purchafed

with avidity, either for immediate confumption,

or for the fupply ef fome more diftant marts.

The Ganges likewife affords an importanit aid to

the Engliih, in all military operations within

their own territory, as^ whild the armies, on the

Malabar or Coromandel coads, are cramped and
impeded in their motions, from a want of provi-

iions and ammunition, and are I'ometimes oblig-

ed to relinquilh the glories of an approachii^j^,

vi^ory, for the obtainment of thefe fupplies, the

Bengal armaments are comfortably furniihed

from their ftore boats, with every rev'^uifite equip-

ment, and the Europeans enjoy, within their

camp, not only the neceflariesi but the luxurief

«f life.

Towards



Towards CYcning, Mr. Former arrived at Rajah

Mbali a former refideDce of feme of the Bengal

fu^dart. AH Vcrdy Khan, io the comnience-

ment of his adminiflration, which took place in

J 742, removed the feat of government from .this

place to Moorelhedabad. The natives of India

are not much addided to curious inveftigation»

and are commonly inattentive to the hiftory of

their own country. It fcems that their chief

bappinefs is centred in the enjoyments of the

prelent hour, which are fufficient to abforb eve-

ry gloonay rcflcAion on the paft, and all care for

the future. It is probable, that AH Verdy Khan
removed his capital to Moore(hedabad, in order

to keep a more vigilant watch over the anions of

the Engliih, whom he greatly feared ; and alfo

to profecute, with greater convenience, the war '

againft the Mahrattas, who had invaded his coon*

try on the fide of the Kuttack. At prefent. Ra-
jah Mhal bears an impoveriihed afped; and were

it not for the heaps of mouldering ruins that are

interfperfed through the town and its environs, it

would be difficult to difcover, tha^ this place had

been fo recently the principal city of a great and
opulent chief.

Happening to faunter into a fmall garden, near

the bank of the river, our author perceived an
old man, employed in digging, who freely en-

tered into converfation, and obferved, that the

very fpot which he was then cultivating, was
formerly occupied by the Nobet Ghah, or the

mufic hall of the old palace 5 and that, within his

recoUedion, an extenfive garden had flouriihed

in front of bis little incloTore, which the Ganges

I

had now fwept away. Bxclufive of the conve-

nient and hofpitable houfe of Mr. Cleveland,

which
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ijvhich formed a part of the fubahdar's palace,

there is probably no region of the globe where
the inftability pf monuments, deDgned to perpe-

tuate ^uman grandeur, is more faithfalljr of
grievoiHty exemplified than at Rajah Mhal.
On the 26th, Mr. ForRer paiTed the village of

Sickergully, and obferved in its iricinity a neat

building, that had been eieded for the accoo^-

modation of paffengert. ti' ::^

* Nest day, he faw the town of Pointee* where a
Hindoo, or Mahometan, manlion (lands on an
eminence, and a mofque, now apparently defert-

ed. At a fmall diftance is a fepulchral monu-
ment, raifed to the memory of a European gen-

tleman, who died there on bis journey to Cal-

Iputta.

On tbe 29th, at noon, our traveller reached

Jungherah, a fmall, rocky iiland, where a long
line of hills, running from the fouth-eaft to the

north-^^efl-, forms a beautiful termination of a

broad rahge Of the river. Here is ereded. a fe-

minary of Hindoo mendicants, and Ibine figures

ofvery ancient fculpture are here difcernible. It

has been affirmed that Jungherah was the place

of Seraje-ud-Dowlah's atifaliination, but it feems

more probable that he was apprehended on this

fpot, whither he had fled for ilieher, from Meer
Jaffier, and that he was conveyed thence to

Mooreihedabad. ^*» ^'

Continuing his route, Mr. Forfter obfer^d the

frame of a brick well, that Uopd in the middle of
j

the dream; its wall was if^ lest^llent preferva-

tion, and flood fifteen feet abbv^'the furface of

the water. It mort likely pertained to fome vil-

lage, bn the bank of tbe Gaoj^es, that is now de-l

flroyed
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I

the number of inhabitants. In the depeodencj
of MoDgbeer, and in the extenfive mercatt of that
pbce, which are reforted to by various traders,

the inereafe of population is confpicaous ; and ia

iconfequence of fome ftrenuous exertions, twelve
Hundred Mountaineers, who formerly dwelt in

the fortreflTes, and fublifled entirely by plunder
have now entered into the Britiih fervice, and
are embodied in>s corps, that has every appear-

ance of becoming ufeful to the ftate. The gen«
tie treatment (hown to thefe perfons, with the

luperior advantages which they derive from their

prefent 6tuatiop« muft certainly operate as power-
ful inducements to their brethren, in following

fo excellent and profitable an example. The de-
predations of thefe men, at former periods, ren-

dered the roads fo extremely daneeroos* that ef-

torts were Rationed at certain pons, for the pro-

tedion of travellers, and detachments 1 1 two er
three battalions were fometimes fent againft the

favage inhabitants of the Bauglepour hills, who
have now undertaken the defence of a country,

which they had long wafted by rapine, and en-
fanguined with repeated murders.

(Quitting Mongheer, on the 3d of July, ourau*
thor arrived on the 5th at Patna. This city is to*

lerably fpacious and very populous, though much
fallen from that importance that was attached to

the re(idence of the fubahdar of Bahar. The
great cultivation of poppies in the contiguous
di(lri6ts, together with fome falt-petre works,

have rendered Patna the centre of an extenfive

commerce, and inveiied its inhabitants with afflu-

ence. The different manufactures Of filver, iron,

and wood, are but little inferior, in this city, to

thofe of £urope ; and when the rttdenefs of the

tools
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tools and the fimplicity of the proceft are duly

cpn6dered, the degree of delicacy acquired by the

artifans, in their refpefiiTe profe(fioQS« demands
a tribute of unfeigned admiration.

Numerous remains of public and private edi-

fices, feattered through Patna and its environs in-

dicate a former extent and magnificence, which
DOW no longer exift. An ancient name of this

place, llill recoUeded by fome of the inhabitants,

and approximating to that given by Strabo and
Plinjr, to the fuppofed capital of India, has fug-

geliei^ an opinion that Patna is ere6ted on the (ite

of the celebrated Palibertha. Curio(ity,*and a
momentary defire to indulge fome melanttholy

refledions, induced Mr. Forfter to vilit the fpot
where the £ngliih were barbaroully maiTacred by
the command ofCaflum Ali. The former build-

ings are all removed, and a well*proportioned

monutpent, but deAitute of infcription, has been
ereded in commemoration of that dreadful event.

On the 13th of July, our author continued his

route to Muzufferpour, the relidence of the col-

lc€tor of Tirhoot, an extenfive diftri^, about
forty miles to the northward of Patna, and pro-
ducing a revenue of about fix and a half lacks of
rupees.'

Proceeding acrofs the country, on the 30th,
Mr. Former vifited a long flraggling town, called

Choprah, fituated on the northern fide of the
Ganges, at the didance of twenty miles from
Patna. It is the refidence of the colledor of Sa-
rum and Champoran, difiri6ts yielding an annual
revenue of fourteen afid a half lacks of rupees.

Previous to the capture of this place by the En-
gliib^ the French and Dutch had fadories there

for
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for (he purpore of manufa^uring falt-petrtf, ii|

which this part of the country abounds; and it

is a lingular faGt, that the Dutch, though com-
l^elted to buy the greater part of their crude fait-

petre from the £ngli(h, were, notwithflanding;

enabled to fell it in a purified (late, at a lower
price than that of the Englifh manufndure.
rhitf commercial advantage mud be afcribed to

the rigid fydem of economy, obferved by the

Dutch in all their operations, and to the unre*

l^lKin^ attention to buHnrfs, with which that

people feem to becontUtutionally endowed.
On^the 12th of Auguft, our author quitted

Choprah, and oivthe 17th arrived, by water, at

Buxar; in the neighbourhood of which, CalTum
AH and Shiiiah-ud-Dowlah made their lad ef-

fort againd the Britilh arms. The fuperior nuno-

bers who crowded the plains of Buxar, on behalf

of thofe chiefs, availed but little, when oppofed

to the fmall, but well difciplined and rel'olute

body of the Englidi ; who, after a fmart adiob
of two hours, completely routed the combined
forces, and took the whole of their artillery.

The fort of Buxar is fituated on the exterior

limits of the Bahar province, and though fmall,

is fufficiently tenable to re(id the common at-

tacks of a native power. The prelent command-
ant has likewife added to its fecurity, by fome
confiderable improvements; and, for the better

prote6tioa of the people, who inhabit the ad-

jacent towns, he has encompafled a large fpace,

to the eadward of the, fortifications, with a ditch,

and rampart.

The curioHties to be feert at Bitlcar, are by no
hieans numerous, and fcarcely merit an enumer*
ation. There is, however, one monument-ere6k-

c4
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eJ on a fmall mount, to the wedward of tbe fort,

that is ai highly edimatcd by the Hindoos as it

the blood of St. Januarius by the Nenpolitani, or

tbe holy boufe at Loretto by Catholics in gene-
ral. I'bis monument is facrcd to the memory of
the Gold Ram, who may be occafionally feen offi-

ciating as the Mars of the Hindoos, and is faid

to have the diredion of war and victory. It is

affirmed that Ram, whilft a youth, made a vifit to

this eminence, where he remained for the fpace
of fe^en days, in order to learn the art of ma-
naging {he bow, from fome learned matter ; and
fo miraculous were his feats in after times, with
this weapon, that if the moft moderate of them
were to be recorded, our readers would readily

acknowledge, without torturing the phrafe, that
Bam ** drew a long bow."
At the diAance of two miles to the weftward

of Buxar, the province of Bahar is terminated
and divided, from Benares, by Torin Nullah, a
rivulet that falls into the Ganges, though the Ca-
ramnalTa river, from being of greater note than
tbe Nullah, and running contiguous to it, is

commonly called the boundary. In croffing this

river on fervice, the officers on the Bengal efta-

bli(hment become entitled to double pay, on ac-

count of the extraordinary expcnces incurred in

countries far dlftant from the fea coafts, and
where European articles fell at an advanced price,

from the charges of convtynnce,
The view from Buxar, into the Benares pro-

vince, is extremely beautiful and pi6turcfque.
An cxienfive plain, (kirted by a broad, winding
river, and partially clothed with exuberant fields

of corn, is highly gratifying to the eye of the

fpc^ator, while groves of lofty trees, interfperfed

M3 with
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with large and pleafant viliages, complete thd
grandear of the landfcapc, and impreflfet the coii-

templative mind with cheerfulnefs and content.

After a fhort day of liiL days at Buxar» our
traveller continued his route by water, and on the

29th arrived at the city of Benares, which, for its

coftty buildings, wealth, and population, is the

moft conliderable of thofe now remaining in the
polfefljon of the Hindoos.

At the diAance of eight miles from Benares, at

it is approached on the river, from theeaftward*

the ftranger's attention is attracted by the view
of two lofty minarets, ereSed by command of
Arungzebe, on the foundation of an ancieut

Hindoo temple, dedicated to the Mhah Deve.
The conftrudion of this Mahometan pile, which
feems, from its elevation, to look down with tri-

umph, on the falJen objeds of the Hindoos pe-

culiar veneration, was in all probability imprefl*-

ed on the mind of Arungzebe, in confequence of
an intemperate defire of infulting their religion}

and, if fuch was his de(ign, it has been complete-

ly anfwered, as the Hindoos coniider this monu-
ment as a difgraceful record,. that proclaims to

every ftranger the debalement of their city, and
the pollution of their favourite worlhip.

The tows is built at the ditiance of one mile,

from the northern bank of the Ganges, and occu-
pies a fpace of about two miles and a half. Ma-
ny of the honfei are built of tione, refembling

that fpecies found in the quarries of Portland,

and which abounds in this country. They are

remarkably high, fometimes conlifting of fix or

feven (lories j but the ftreets, where thefe lofty

buildings (land, are fo extreiocly narrow, as not

lo
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toaclmit of two common carriages abreafl. This
ctimpreifcd arrangement of the buildings has to-

tally deflroyed the efl'eds, which fymmetry and
arrangement would otberwife have beliowed on
one ot the iineft ca|iitalM in India ; and the compli-

cated inconveniences of a confined atmofphere;

an intolerable trench ariHog from feveral pieces of
iiagnated'water, and the filth that is imprudent-

ly thrown from the boufes into the ftreets, ren-

der the fituation of European rcfidents equally

iinpleafant and pernicious.

Pafling over our author's account of the Hin-
doos n^ythology, which, though intereliing to

him as an individual, feems unimportant to our
plan, and would in fad only ufurp the place of
more important matter, we haften to inform our
readers that, on the 3d of November, Mr.Forfter
made an excurlion to Bidgi-ghur, a place ren-

dered famous in the annals of Bengal, from a
large amount of treafure acquired there by the
Britifl] troops. On the iirft day our author- ar-

rived at Lutteef-ghur, about eighteen miles to

the foutb-weft of Benares. The fort is entirely

defrrted, and the pafl'age leading to it is almolt
choked up by brulhwood, and the projecting

branches of trees. Lutteef-ghur is fituated in
the centre of a circular range of hills, from the
fummit ofwhich,a thick and high wood reaches to
the wall's of the fort» The air in this place be-
ing deprived of a quick circulation, has acquired
a malignant quality, and communicates its perni-

cious influence to all animal bodies. It is in luch
fitnations as this, that a difeafe is produced,
which, under the name of, " the hill fever," per-
vades every part of the animal economy, conta-

tnicates the whole mafs of bloody and refufes to

yield
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yield to any thing but the power of mercury.
The water alfo partakes, in fuch places, of a fi-

niilar noxious property.

At the gate of the fort, a poor Mahometan Fa«
qnir had taken up his lonely refidence. His wan
and emaciated appearance gave a melancholy
proof of the deftrudive climate of Lutteef-ghur;

yet, when Mr. Forfler requeHed him to quit fo

difmal a (lation, and go where he might recover

his health, he acknowledged that he preferred an
exiftence in this place, under a burden of difeafe«

and the precarious charity of palfengers, tp a re-

moval to fome other part, where he might be to-

tally unknown, and confequently be expofed to

the rilk of fiarving.

On the 4th, after a journey of twenty miles,

our arthor arrived at the foot of Bidgi-ghur hill,

where he repofed till the morning, and then

walked up to the fort, which he defcribes as a

circumvallation of the crown of a rocky hill,

meafuring rather more than two miles from the

immediate bafe to the fummit.
The artificial fortification poflcfTes but little

l!rength, and its materials are by no means fub-

ilanlial, as may be feen by a tiiVure of the wall,

caufed by the rains, and alfo by a breach that

was made during the iiege.

This ftrong hold owes its importance folely to

its height and Heepnefs, which are fo favourable

that, [fit had been defended with any tolerable

degree of refolution, its capture would certainly

have been attended with much bloodlhed and
difficulty. Three deep refervoirs, on^the top of

the hill, fupply the garrifon with water. Some
of the ba [lions, on the eaftern lide^ are fupported

by projecting branches of the rock, and the fur-

rouuding
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i'otinding profpcft is divcrfified and highly pic-

tAirefque. The rifing and fetting fun exhibitfi,

at Bidgi-ghnr, a magnificent fpc^aclc, and im-
prelTes the fpe^lator with the warmed gratitude,

to that adorable fieing, whofe bonntpous hand
renews with each fucceflive day the blellings of

bis creatures, atnl whofe incomparable lore

onchfafes to affix feme peculiar benefit or beau-

ty to all the various parts of his creation. Thtf

ifw of the fettir>g fun takes in the river Soane,

which is ft^en to meander through a long tra€t of
diveriified country, while its filvcr dream reflets

the parting rays of the heavenly luminak'y, ancT

adds frelh brilliancy to the enchanting fcene.

A fort alfo appears, on the declivity of a difiant

eminence, which is only obferved in the evening
profpeft.

The village Mow, fituated at the bottom of
the defceni, which was well peopled, and pof-

felled a confiderable fliare of commerce, beforei

the capture of Bidgi-ghnr, is now deferted and
in ruins. The lofs of this village is fevercly felt

in many parts of the country, as it was the only
mart for fupplying the wants of the neighbour-
ing mountaineers, who bartered their wares with
the inhabitants, for the produce of the low lands.

This commercial communication has now ceafed,

and the Benares traders have but little connec-
tion with the inhabitants of the hills, who are a
hardy, active race, and mi^ht, if properly encdu-*

raged, |)rovc a very valuable addition to the Bri-
tiih troops in that quarter. It feems they are
happily exempt **rom that fpecies of fever, inci-

dent to a hilly country, which has fo cruelly im-
paired the health of the Englifh; nor do they en-
tertain foch prejudices, in their mode of living.



]('

130 FORSTBRS TRArSLS

88 affed the higher ranks of the Hindoor». and
which have been frequently known to embar-
rafs military operations. Bulwant Siog, by
means of intrigue and direct diihonefty, feized

on Bidgi-ghur, and flrengthened it, as the chief

repolitory of his riches,* and his Ton afterwards

augmented the work, increafed the treafures,

and embelliflied the place with a ftrong bridge

of (lone, that runs acrofs a fmall river at the hot*

torn of the bill.

Having refolved on proceeding, by a northern

route, to Europe^ our author aflumed the name
of a Georgian, for the fake of travelling with
greater fafety; quitted Benares, on horfeback,

on the 12th of December; and after an agree-

able journey^ of four days^ he arrived at Allaha-

bad.

. The fortrefs of Allahabad, founded by the em-
peror Acbar, pofleiTes a beautiful and commodi-
ous (ituation, on the point of land which forms

the confluence of the Ganges and Jumna. The
furroundiug fcenery is remarkably intereiUng,

and when the flow of water is rapid and fpa«

cious, an air of fuperior grandeur is attached to

its ufual charms. On one (ide; the Ganges rolls

down, with a flrong and yellow tide; and, on the

other, the Jumna glides, with a clearer flream,

by the walls of the fort. To this favourite and
fac^ed fpot, a large aflembly of Hindoo pjlgrims

refort annually, in order to walh away their

tranfgreflions, and obtain permiflHon to begin a

new fcore. In return for this indulgence, they

furnifli the yearly fum of 50,000 rupees, to the

Viziefs treafury. The fort of Allahabad is built

of (lone, and is amply fupplied with fuperb and

uCeful buildings, for the pleafures and the conve-

niences
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nicDces of life. The Ghah PadQiil, or imperial

apiirtment, is dcfcribed as one of the bcft pieces

of Mahometan architedurc that our author had

fecn in the courfc of his travels. The interior of

its upper room is conftrufted of variegated mar-

ble, of cxquifite colours, and neatly adjuded.

From hence, *' the Lord of the World," as he is

entitled by his fubje£ts, has a dillin^ view of

twelve different fuits of female apartments, in

the front of which the beauteous handmaids are

arranged, when he iiTues his mandate, that he

mav fe)e^ the favourite of the day.

In the palace-yard (lands an ancient pillar, of

about forty feet high, confiding of one entire

.

done, which coarfely refembles porphyry, and is

covered with an infcription, in the ancient Hin-
doo charader; but the letters are fo much im-
paired, by the ravages of time, that they are be-

come illegible. The Mahometans, who furiouf-

ly dedroyed every monument and cnriotia vedige,

not expreflive of their dodrine, have endeavour-

ed to claim the condrudion of this pillar, which
IS, by the Hindoos, attributed to a powerful
chief, called Beemdiyne, and have accordingly

engraved, over the Hindoo record, the names of

feveral of their emperors, (ince the time of Babr,

the fird monarch of the race of Timur, who
fwayed the fceptre of Hindodan.
This pillar, which bears the mark of great an-

tiquity, is fudicient to demondrate that Allaha-
bad was a place of importance, long before the

era of the Mahometan conqued of India. We
diould indeed pafs an unjud and contemptuous
cenfure on the underdanding of the ancient Hin-
doos, did we indulge the fuppofition, that they

overlooked a fituation fo admirably adapted to

1 the
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the enjofments of life, and to the pfrforraanoe of
their religioui duties. Almoft as maoy cities

have been brought forward, by modern authors*

to prefer their claims to the Polybortha of India,

as of old contefted for the birth-place of the im-
mortal Grecian bard. A celebrated French ge-
ographer feems to give the palm to Allahabad

;

Strabo, however, has mentioned a grand caufe*

way I leading from Polybortha into the interior

of the country; and as fuch (Irudures are coor
fpicuouB and durable, it might be ration^illy fup-

pofed, that fome part of this road would have
been Hill vi(^ble; but our author acknowledges,

that on the moft careful cKaminatioo, he could
not difcover its moft diftant trace. A mound of
earth is obferved to extend about a mile, in a lin^

with the Ganges, where it approaches the fort (

but this was certainly thrown up to fecure the

town, from the inconvenience of occa()ional inun-

dation.

About a mile to the eaftward of Allahabad,

flattds the tomb of Sultan Khufro, in the midft

of an e^tendve garden, inclofcd with a high
wall, and embellilhed with a variety of trees.

As the public edifices of the M»homeians.>arc
conftruded of the worft fpecies of the Gotbifc'or-

der, they feldom afford much pleafure to a fpec-

tator, who is taught to admire the more (imple

and chafle proportions of art; yet 4 he maufoleuni

of KhulVo, though comprKing few of the 'rules

of architecture, has foipelhiii^ peculiarly pleaC-

ing in its appearance, and diffures arotti»i it an
air of melancholy, congenially fuited to the de-

fign of its foundation. The form of the build-

ing is nearly fquare; it is raifed from the ground
by a low flight of iteps, and has a vault^ roof,

la
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in form of a dome, whofe exterior is covered

with tine coloured tiles, on which the refledioa

of the fun produces a very agreeable ctfc6t.

Adjoining this fepulchral roonuroent is one of

a fmaller lize, faid to have been ereded in com-
memoration of a female branch of the imperial

f;imily. Some Mahometan priefls, who live in

the garden, keep the maufoleom clean ; and the

different appurtenai^ces are ftill in excellent pre-

fervation, particularly the wooden bier^ in which
tbedeceafed is faid to be depofited.

Obferving a fmull curtain upon the wall, Mr.
For(l«^ drew it afide, and felt himfelf iraprefled

with a great degree of awe, on difcoveriog the

figure of an open hand, engraved on black mar-
ble. Adverting to the nature of the place, and
the purpofe 6( its eredion, he at firft imagined
that the hand, or power of the Deity, was de-
noted by this representation : but a few moments
recoUedion convinced him that Mahomed, All,

Fatima, Huflin, and HuflTein, were defcribed by
the emblem, and that it had been covered, in

compliance with the law, which excludes all

works of fculpture and painting from among th^
devotions of Muifulmen.
The revenue once paid into the royal treafury,

by the Allahabad di(irids, was equivalent to fe-

venty lacks of rupees j but the ftate of the vi-

zitr's country is now fo feverely impoverifhed
and depopulated, that it is at prefent reduced to
one fourth of the original fum. <•

Shailiah Khan (who was appointed by Arung-
lebc to govern the provinces of Bengal and Ba-
har, after the death of Amir Jumiah) has en-
ri<;hed the vicinity of Allahabad wiUi many mo-
numents of hi6 liberality. On an iniuluied rock
Vol. XXIV. N ia
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in the Jumnn, near the city, ^nd nt a fmall dif-

tance from the fouthern bank, he caiifed a lofty

apartment to be erected, which commands a dif-

tantand wildly-diverfified view, and is rendered

extremely pleafant by the refreihing breezes of

the river. A Perfinn infcription informs the

fpedator, that this charming retreat was Bnilhed,

in the year l645, by order of Shaiftah Khan.
India has been ever celebrated for affording

convenient accommodations to the traveller, who
feldom fails, at the diOance of eight or ten miles,

to meet with a public lodging, or a refervoir of

water, where he may quench his thirll, and per-

form hit wonted ablutions. As the generality

of the inhabitants have but few fuperfluous

wants, owing to the (late of their climate and the

(implicity of their life, a flight flielter again ft the

fun and rain, plain food, and a fmall portion of

clothing, confiitiite a large ihare of their com-
< forts. In Upper India, the economy of Karawan
.Serah, or the ferauce, is condn^ed in a better

manner, and its conveniences are more fenfibly

felt than in the fouthern parts of the country.

An inclofed area, containing feveral fmall apart-

ments, is appropriated to the nfe of travellers, in

every coniaderable village. The Aationary te-

nants of the ferauce, many of whom are females,

approach the ftranger, on his entrance, and ex-

patiate, in the moft alluring manner, upon the

various excellencies of their feveral lodgings.

<When the choice is made, a bed is prepared for

his repofe, a pipe is brought for his amufcment,
and the culinary utentils are'cleaned previous to

his repaft. The charges are extremely reafona-

•ble; and if the traveller is inclined to indulge

bimfelf, the addition of three-pence, to his ordi-

nary
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nary acknowledgment, will procure a fumptuous

lare, with the accompaoimcDtof a fauce, which,

Mr. Forfter obferves, "an alderman might figh

fur over his callipalh."

After attending at a funeral ceremony, per-

formed in commemoration of HuflTcin, the fon of

Ali and Fatima, our author quitted Allahabad,

on the 20th of December, and proceeded to Beg-
hum Serauce, a iiation of fix miles.

Next morning he brcakfal.led at Tutty Pour,

or ihe P^ace of Vidoryj and, on enquiring why
fo fmalhand contemptible a village had been dil-

tinguiilied by fuch an appellation, be was told»

that a (ignal vidory had been obtained there, in

former times, but bis inteUigeocer could give no
account of the particulars.

Towards evening, he arrived at Alum Chand,
the north-weft limit of the Allahabad diftrids.

The afped of the country was exceedingly bar-

ren and gloomy, owing, as it was faid, to the ra-

pacity of a former renter. On entering the fe-

rauce, Mr. Forfter found the hofts, with their

fpoufes, buHly occupied in the celebration of a
marriage. The joy and merriment, which cir-

culated in their aifembly, could not be furpalTed.

The taen were colle^ed in a body, drinking ar-

rack, and beating a fmall drum; and a feparate

alTemblage of women were chewing beetle, and
converting with furprifine fpirit and volubility*

Yet, though the jubilee had engroifed a great
lliare of their attention, they were by no means
remifsin point ofhofpitality, but cheerfully fup-
plied the traveller with an excellent fupper and
a convenient lodging.

Continuing his route, the following day, for

about feventeen miles^ our author arrived, by

nooOf
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tioon at the ferauce of Shahzadpour, which toge

>

ther with the town, is laid to have been built by
Shaiilah Khan, a nobleman, who was highly ce-

lebrated for his eloquence and elegant ftyle of
writing. The ferauce of Shahzadpour, conflruA-

ed chiefly of brick and mortar, is fupplied with
feveral large and convenient apartments, but,

from want of repair, one angle of the edlBce has

fallen into ruins. *' It is," fays Mr. Forflcr,
*' ferioudy to be lamented, that buildings, founds

ed on phnciplesofpublicfpirit, or motives equal-

ly beneficial to the ftate, and whofe ufes are Co

fo univerfally experienced, Ihould be faffered to

moulder into decay.*'

On the drd foundation of the larger ferauce^,

it feems that certain portions of land, or other ef-

tabliibed funds, were appropriated to their need-

ful repairs; but, in later periods, the liateof Hin-
doftan has been fo much di (traded, and either

the oppreflions or the poverty of its rulers have

been fo great, that thefe grants have been refnm-

ed, or turned from their original purpofe. Nor
Are the rulers alone anfwerable for the neglect or

dilapidation of their edifices, but a large iliare of

cenfure muft jul^ly fall upon the whole body of

the people, whofe weak minds arc vitiated with

felf love and ofientation, and who particularly

expofe thefe failings in the foundation of their

public work<' Our author once afked a Hindoo,

wht) was fnperintending the conftrudion of a place

of worfliip, why, in a country famed for charita-

ble benetadions, fo many old edifices, allotted to

the purpofes of religion and hofpitality, were
permitted to drop into ruins, whereas, if they had

been repaired, confiderablc fums of money might

have been faved^ and many a valuable monu-
ment
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ment of antiquity refcued from oblivion. To
this queflion tbd Atiatic ingenuoufly replied^
** Were I to expend my whole cHate in repairs,

the building would liiil retain the name of its

original founder ; but by the eredion of a ne\v

one, my own name will be tranfmitted to pofte-

ritf." According to this anfwer, it appears that

the entire credit of ereding a pagoda, ferauce,

or other public edifice, will be given to him who
lirft laid the foundation, and that no account
will be taken of him who may occalionally en-

rich the fabric with fuitableembelliihrnents.

Happening to mifs his road, In the way to

Manickpour, Mr. Fortier went to Kurrah Ma-
nickpour, in the vicinity of which are fome re-

mains of a confiderable fort. Amongft the ruins

were obferved fome broken fragments of Hindoo
fculpture, of the fame kind as that feen on a ca-

rious antique monument, in the neighbour-
hood of Benares. Fel^oons of flowers are fculp-

tured on thiK monument, which, for the fimple

elegance of the defign and the exad nfcety of
(he execution, may vie with the works of fome
European maflers.

As the air was intenfely cold, and the hoflefs

at the ferauce was unable to procure any fucce-

daneum for a quilt, our author palTed a (leeplefs

and uncomfortable night, and hallened the next
morning tocrofs the Ganges at Cootre, two miles

below the village of Kurrah Manickpour. Af-
ter travelling about eighteen miles, he reached
Muftaphabad, and rejoined his fervants, from
whom he had feparated, in confequence of his

deviation from the right road.

From the ruins of Kurrah fort, the Ganges \^

fcca winding beautifully round the bottom of the

N3 bill.
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hill, and immediately oppofite, on the northenit
iliorf, ftaiidtt the viibge >lanickpour. ^

Continuing his journey through a country much^
covcrrul with tbreil ¥;ood, our author arrived on
the 'i4th at Harrily, a fortifted town, at the dif-

tancc of twenty- four miles irom Muflaphabad.
Next day he reachetVDoolindy, the principal

town of a diHrid, rented by one of the vizier's

favourite Hindoos, and on the 2()th he proceed-

ed to Safeindy, where there is litilc elle to meet
the eye of a ftranger, than the wild appearance of

a lieril and uncultivated couiitry, the reverfe of

what might |)e rationally expe(ied in the vicini-

ty of a capital city.

From Dool\ndy, Mr. Forftcr travelled to Luck-
now, which he defcribes as a large and populous

city, but totally deilitute of fymmetrical arrange-

ment and elegance. The llreets are narrow, un-

even, and extremely dirty. The Goomty, running
on the northern fide of the town, is navigable fur

boats of ordinary dimenlions, at all feafons of the

year, and falls into the Ganges, between Benares

and Ghazepoar. A line of boats, esitended acrofs

the ttream, forms an excellent communication
"vyith a large fuburbl

Anxious to conceal himfelf from obfervation,

and finding that fonxe of the citizens began to

make inquilitive remarks, our author croifed the

water, and procured a private and commodious
lodging, in the Hullen Gunge ferauce. Having
fome bufinefs to tranfa<5l at Lucknov/, previous

to his journey to Europe* he left his fervants at

the ferauce, on pretence of viiiting the Englilli

camp, and went tothecity, where he endeavour-

ed to obtain admittance, (as a Mogbul merchant)

to one of the ofiicersj but though he entreated

the
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le atiendantf in the Tofted and mod perfuafive

iiannrr to inform their mailer of his arrival, they

toughly anfwered, that the |;eiitleman wai at

break fad, and could not be leen. Mr. Foriler

now tried another door, which teemed left flriA-

\y guarded } but there alfo his prayer was incf«

fcdtual, and as he had nothing in his pocket to

enforce hi4 requed, he was compelled to retire,

notwithUandiiii; the weather was extremely fuU
try, and the diltance «o his lodging was at lead

four miles. This liitle occurrence ferved to con-

vince our !|uthor of the edit acy of his difguife,

and the fluency of his alVuroed language. Re-
turning to his lodging, he faw another European
boufe, into which he procured admittance, by
telling the door keeper, that his attendance had
been required.

During the twenty days that he continued at

Lucknow, in which time he frequently vilited

the Englilh gentlemen, no perfon feemed to re-

gard him with fufpicion. His landlady, indeed,

feemed anxious to difcover the caufe of his fre-

quent excurfionsj but, not receiving a fatisfa61o-

ry anfwer to her enquiries, (he concluded that he
had formed fome female intimacy, and gave her-

I'elf infinite credit for the undifputed detection.

Previous to his departure from the territories of
Aflbffud-Dowlah, or, as he is often entitled, the

Vizier of the Empire, our traveller made the ioU
lowing remarks on the Oude government

:

This country is bounded on the north by fome
parts of Siranagur and Napaul; on the ealt by
the £ngli(h poiTefllons; on the fouth by the n-
ver Jumna ; and on the weft by the Doab and the

Ganges. The Code territories, which are gene-
rally ftat and fertile, are watered by the Gi>grah,

Gooflftty,
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Goomty, Ganges, Jumna and Gunduck, exclufive

of ninny rivnlcts. Thele rivers intcrfed a large

I'pacf^ of the country, and flow through mod of
the principal tow.ns; they atfo prefent Arong bar-

riers again fl ihe Mahrattah, Seick, orMoghul
cavalry. The vizier's provinces, faid to yield, at

prefent, a revenue of two millions iierling, have
experienced a fad decay finee the death of Shu-
jah>ud-Dowiah. The inhav tants affirm that the

population of the country is diminifhed, and that

the commerce has alfo i'uffered a mournful di-

minution.

But little lequires to be faid of the vizier*s mi-
litary eilablilhment, as its utility is con^ned en-

tirely to the colledion of the revenue, the en-

forcing of obedience on the leifer vaflfals, and the

fiirnidiing a body guard. The defence of the

country may be faid to reft wholly on the forces

of the Englilh, which are fupplied asneceflity re-

quires. The troops, at the period of Mr. Forfter's

travels, amounted to about eight thoufand Sepoys

and live hundred Europeans, with a proper train

of ailillery.

On the iBthof January 1783, our author quit-

led his lodgings at Lucknow, and after a dully

ride of fourteen milts, halted at the village Now-
ill Gunge, and proceeded the next day to Meah
Gunge, a thriving and populous village, faid to

have been founded by Almas. Mr. Forfter paflfed

the evening in company with a Patau, who was

returnii^g from Lucknow, where he had fquan-

dercd the greateli pni t of hiseftate on arrack and

courtefari-s. In \hv. courfe of two hours and a

half, our travellrr bcl.cld iiim empty two botilfii

of a harfli, fiery fpirir, that was futficient to have

Urivcu realon eternally iVuiii her throne The
Patafl

'V**- .•*iC---«T^J;
'tt\Uitt-'-|wtifc III
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1'atan apologized for thii exceflive potation, by

faying that it removed every dark and melancho-

ly idea from his mind, which greatly difiurbed

him in his cooler moments. This jovial Munful-

man was attended by an old mutician, whofe ap-

parel befpoke extreme penury, and whofe gums
had loft the greateft part of their natural embeN
liftiments. This grotefque performer, during the

interludes of his matter's amufement, thrummed
on a wretched guitar, wbich^he accompanied with

fomc of Hafez's odes, in a tone of voice that might

have eifedaally frightened the fierceft monfter of
thf forefts.

On the 'iOth oar author continued his route

to Banghur Mow, a large village in the diftri^^

of Almas. Here the Patau, having complete^

ly emptied his purfe, fold a piece of family tin

plate, and devoted the enfuing evening to mirth
and voluptuoufnefs.

Many of Almas's wounded Sepoys were brought
to the ferauce, from a neighbouring fort, which
had been reduced, after a (iege of (ix weeks. Th^fe
poor creatures were dreadfully mangled, fome of
them having balls lodged in their bodies, and others

being fcorched by a combuflible matter, thrown
on them in the courfe of the attack. As Mr. Forf-

ter was fortunately poifeiTed of a few medical ma*
terials, he devoted them to the ufe of the wretch-
ed fuiferers, and with a degree of humanity that

reflets the mod brilliant luftre upon his charac-

ter, he applied dreiiings to fuch cafes as could
probably receive any benefit from his aflliftnnce.

In return for this generous and noble behaviour,
he had the inexpretfible fatisfa6tion of witneffing
the fuccefsful ctfeds of his goodoefs upon feveral

perfons.
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perfoos, who were apparently defliDe4 for an un-
timely grave.

After a tedious journey of twenty'eigbt nailes,

in which he had forded the Ganges with entrease

diilicuhy, our author arrived on the 21ft> at the

ancient city of Kiiinouge, fituated on the fnxall

river Callinundy, that falls into the Ganges about
twenty miles below Furruckabad. Previous to

the Mahometan conqued, Kinnouge was ranked
among the moll wealthy and populous cities of
Hindollap. It is faid to have contained tbirtjf

thoufanu (hops Tor the fale of beetle, and to have
afforded iiniployment to (ix thoufand female dan-
cers and rauficians. An extenHve fpnce, covered

with ruins, marks the ancient roagni^cence of

this city; though few diflin^ vefiiges nrow exiil,

except fome part of a temple eredled to the ho-

nour of Setnh, the wife of Ram, which has been

exorcifed by fome zenlous Muffulman, and coU"

verted into a place of worihip; but, as the pre-

font rare of Indian Mahometans are fupincly re-

gardlefs of their prophet and his religion, the

mofque is.now defiled and abandoned. This an-

cient edifice was conflru^^ed of ilone, but in fe-

veral cavities formed by the rain, our author ob-

ferved parts of brick wall, funk twenty feet be-

neath the level of the town, and the inhabitants

aftirm, that fmall pieces of gold and filver are

iVequently difcovered among the foundations.

This city was plundered by the Mahrattas, who
alfo laid wafte the adjacent country, previoufly

to the battle of Panlfrett, jn 1761. After this

event, which proved of the utmoft importance to

the Maljometau power, in Upper India, Ahnaed

Khan Bungi lb, the chief of Furruckabad, took pof-

fetiQoa
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fffTion oTthe diftridH of KtnDouge, which, under

his government, began to cipcrgc from its ruin-

ous Oate, and aflTumed fymptoms of a recovery

ihat arc now entirely effaced.

Proceeding for about eighteen miles, our au-

thor arrived on the 23d, at the village Khodah
Gunge, in the territory of Muzzuffer Jung, atl

indolent young man, who is tributary to AUbf-
ud-Dowlab.
Nent day, Mr. Forftcr reached Furruckabad,

where be contrived fo elude the company of his

Patau acquaintance, (whofe pleafures began to

gr. ' e'ipenfive, and very noify), and to enter the

El artillery camp, where he was received

wii .iitenefs, and treated with every mark of

hofpitality and attention.

At the expiration of four days, he refumed his

journey, and rode to Kytterab, a large village,

on the wefiern fide of the Ganges; from whence
he proceeded next morning, to AHahapour, where
there is only on'b houfe of entertainment, and
that affords no nodurnal accommodation. After
fupper, our author propofed to the hof^efs, that

they (hould pafs the night^uncjler the fame roof;

but the dame, mi flaking the purport of his defirc,

and being roufcd, to indignation, at the idea of
its indecfency, faluted him with a torrent of re-

proach. *• In the exercifc of the tongue," fays

Mr. Porftcr, " a female of Hindodan has but few-

equals, and if flie has ever followed a camp, I

will pronounce her invincible on any ground in

Europe. An Englifh woman, educated nt our
nioft noted feminaries, and Ikilled in all the vari-

ous compafs of debate, will perhaps, on fomc in-

terefting occafion, maintain the combat for an
hour, which then terminates in blows and vic-

toiy,
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tory ; but an Indian dame, improved bj a few
campaigns* has been known to wage a colloquial

war, without introducing one manual effort for

the fpace of three days, fleepin|; and eating at

feafooable intervals.*' Of this defcription was
the virulent landlady, who declared, with all the
femblance of outrageous virtue, that our author
ihould not deep within the limits of her habita-

tion. At length, however, the European refo-

lutely planted his bed in the midft of ner apart-

ment, and difclaiming the idea of any improper!

condud, advifed her todifpofe of herfelf, accord-

ing to her own inclinations. The enraged AHa-
tic, obtaii^ing no attention to her clamorous re-

fufnl, was glad to compound the bufinefs, and to

accept of a fdiall pecuniary compenfation for the

injury her chamSer might fuffer.

Next day, our traveller went to Badam, faid to

have been founded four hundred years ago, by

one of the Seljukian monarchs. From a large

and eleganl city, it is now funk into an in6gni-l

ficant, mouldering tbwn. The ruins of the fort

exhibit a mortifvii^g pidure of faNen grandeur,]

as the place of tne fair attendant, and the footh-j

ing minftrel, is occupied by the fanguinary wolf]

and the hideous owl. Our author paffed the]

evening in company with fome Indian females
;]

who, for a moderate compenfation, diverted hii

wiih laughing, dancing, and iinging, till mid-

night.

After a wearifome journey, of twenty-eight

miles, through a lonely, inhofpitable country^

our traveller arrived at Owlab, a town, oucc

crowded with inhabitants, and embeUiflied witi

a variety of public buildings, but now vergiot

9 t«
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to rain, and maoy of iti ftreels choked up witli

fallen boufei.

i;^ |l|^,24 of FebrQ«rf, Mr. Forfter jilted
Sb^bflk^cli 9; large villago.in tbe'diftriA o^Fyze-
ulUbTKban^wljiore country ovincet tbe beiie£ci^

al eStfGtB of foooiiraging huibaodry, and tbtf aid

of an adive ^oTcrnment. t'opulous villages, Ikirt-

ed by beantiful 6elds c^ porn, are feen on all fidev^

and the independent fpirit wbicli pervades every

clafsof the nativesi clearly demondrates theij: ab-
horrence of defpotifm. .

;
' Next day- our author proceeded to ^ampqur, a
wealtby and populous town, and the reudence
of Fyze-ullah- Khan, here be remained till the ^

.8th, .and then continued his journey to Morada-
bad, iituated on the banks of the river Raoigun-
ga. It wa^ Once a place of confiderable import-

.ance, but like many other cities of Hindotfao, it

is at prefent greatly decayed. Among the few
remains of its pridipe grandeur, is a hot bath»

where Mr. Forfter performed the cuflomary ab-

lutions, on his reception .mong his new brethren,

as a Mogbul officer, employed in the vizier's fer-

vice. Ha^ng of'ten feen rupees ,of the coiiiage

of Moradabadj he is inclined tbfuppofe that a
mint has been eilablifiied at tbis place, though
now confounded with the wrecks of other build-

ing*.

Quitting Moradabad early on the next morn-
ing, our traveller had ^ complete view of the

lofty, northern mountains, whofe heads are en-

cru^ed with perpetual fnows. They extend near-

)y in a parallel from ea(t to Weft, and feem to

I'orni the northern bartier ^between Hindoftan
and Thibet. At the end of twenty-four miles,

be reached the village Amruab, where the body

, yoL.XXlV, O of
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k/K i iibtbHdat robber, fofpemled bjrtbe b^k
|ft>iD a trecy aflfbrdi a afeful rpe6tade to perfonl

ttrhoM naturally iodtped to oolawftfl cotlrfes.

Travenibg^* however, is feldom attended with
i^ao|per, in this part of India, ai may be (biBSti-

entljr provisd by Mr. Forfter't eiatnple, who he*

Ve^ met with impediment or ill ofage, thoogb td»

tally anproteded, bat, on the contrary; received

Civility nrom all, and kibdneft from thegeneriH'-

ly 6f the nathrei, to whom he addre0ed himfdf
)ippn any occa^on.

'Arrivmg at Chandbonr, oh the llth, be took

Into his fervice, an old Wounded foldier^ -as tfa^

Want of an attendi^nt had fuligeded him to many
iocooyeniencies, and the feraoce keepers had nni-

Ibrmly exprefled a difltke ^gainft paying the ro>

\xAmi attentions to his horfe. Proceeding to the

VillAge of Bonroo, he found tha^theplace afford-

tA no public acconnnodatioh fm pamngerii ; but

'tbe pompous language df his brave veteran, who
entitled him, '< A M'>ghttl officer of the vizier's,

going to join the army, fMoing againft the Sic-

Socv,** procured him a borpitable reception among
le inbabitants.

A ride of twenty-two miles brought our au-

thO)r,ofl the 12th, to the town of Najebabad, built

by Najeb-ud-Dowlah, whoforefiiw that its fitaa-

tion would facilitate the commerce of Kaibmire.

Thill inducement, with the deiire of eftabliihing

a mart for the Hindoo Mountaineers, probably

'Indiienced thie choice of a fpot, which, being

low, and furrounded with marfhy grounds, svSi

otherwife unfavourable for the fite of a capital

town. About a jreer after the death of this cl)i<^>

tbe fort of K^deb Gbur, which is,contiguous fe

thi l»wn, was capturad by the Mahi:attas, and

• finct
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^Bt^iM pctiod, Niajcbt^d hm ^ndyuilljr frHen
from its importaocft and U now apparenilgr de-

peiuleat pa the langaiQUog trade of K (^inire.

The odIjf caravaalera in the place ucing pcciir

pi^, our author deemed binafelf formiatjEf in oIh

Mucriog adoailtaace at a cook's ik»op^ ^b^iaipor
fd meat* drefled ia the maaocr of fi^rced meai
ball«i and ftewed heef, were prepared in a ffr

voury xnaoaer. Whilft he wu partakiag of
tl^e provifioDs, at tbif reiprt of newi'moogert,
idlei^ politicians, and disbanded foldjers, a bef
came in, and. afljped whether any travelleri were
going to Jumbo or Kaibmire, as the Ifiiafilah, of
car^van> would denart on the next dayr. In aqr
ditipn to this iatiQlUge|ice» fdx, Forfter ^riie4
that abopt i^^f^ndr^ muleSf laden with t^yr fijt^

cotton dothfjr* 994 iNtdinary calicoes, bad a][ff%^
moved itothe j|^r]t^ <^f the towp^ Having bee<^ §:^
niQied with a reocNameiHlatorf le^tftr to 9 h$n|tf
at Najjsb Gbor^ 1^^ ha^ tbo gep?ra| cIltMrgf

of diCpat^bing luiQlahs, h^nwa# in4ivodoi9«^[.$f

bim to the mtrdbf^U, whq^fe^ypjk^kmrmf
their company as a Tork, going tq, pi^clitilp

ihawlf at KammifiO} bi» fervant, l^cweyeiPt W*#
acyoidged unfit for fuch ,^ journey as Uf befbrf
tl^ra, 9nd hijlpl9Ge,wasvl^^M^ding|f^i^by f
l^^iMBiriaOy wh^ vaf exi^icPen% ndipted for

t^e European'^ pqinf^, a^'j^ng tolereWjr c^tt
verdfp^ with a gT!^ pitrt of India and Afghani^
tan, and beins tbo||9f|ghl)r fcqotinted with tlia

whole plan, <rt an ]M*VI jonrn^* ho asadjt iha
i^uifite preparationsy %$^ took upon jiimielif

every trouble^ while his emj^^jper in4aTgi|d jp
Rearing ourioa» ^aecdoie^j or ia fiaoll^af his

m- ..i,,..
',

.

.
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pniHe Uih th6 tffl^i^liert proceeded to Rilid-

nighuri, t; filtage tbikt Itlnti^iis, but havhrg^a

lar^e W^lt of watei', UftilfoaUy vifited by paf-

'"Nbxt^^a^, they trrived at Lall Dbng/ the

tibrthfefrlffnit of the vizier's tertttory, Hirhith

is feparal^ frota'Stfifi*^aghar by ia rivulet. A
jlelay i^ ihW piat^, dh accouhr of the kaifitah, gave

dur^ut*hoK^a oppbrtanity of drawing the fdlowvi

Iflg (ketch of tht inittoupdi^g' objeas/andtk
ecoribmy of a caravati: " '

*'**'

; The country between Naj«b Gfcur anid Ibis

f/ontier ii chiefly ^ ^ft^, tbtered wi^b" k>w
}M/ood^ and fll Turned wlifb>ater( The iiibibit-

«nt8 iiifofhied^ our 'feurbjieih ^t^iit, in^ the time of

Nlijeb'ild-Dd^^srhr tbci lihdriibi^cWeft^etir wi^h

IkiiMi"Was a, tveli^teuUivateA |^io^^' bu(» fadfir is

tKl^fireeiiriouslfiate of the ten^bti^'^fftfDdor-
Hi^^ii^n^ io aWiiifettcl)f{^ff!{bn Which pervades

H^dddy; ofHSb p^|e»tb«lt{t8 welfare mull de-
"^ t^B'^hAtrnk^e bif^iW ability and exe.

[ve tlildfts »f aif Irfdividtti^^ and, as a fuccef.

»d or«blef r&i^s^is a i'a^e^etit ib the hiftofyof

ili^ioJM,! i^nerd hot be ^ildhidi)?^ at xU mt^for-

Ibtfe^ Wl^i«li/iit varbtis timesi'have befiiH^ithe

ludt vlll^bU provi^^s. ^HtTiftontheotherbdmlJ

t6e kterkmsM iti^'^mvif'^Tiilte ate infalfibiy

•|tt^ide<lVith:tbB>ii)<v(l bH^fli^ir«tJcers. Hobfes

. ^M eroded with fSf<!i)^ty;«tirii^§der'4teeit^b(5e;

t^ •tbei^plfi^m^ o/'^ijPliiidry ai^ of (b MA
y\h%^mti^tuaiwii*tMf^^mh rulntatorsi with i

ltotfRi^^4*er df 'ab1irAflaer^;iiffil!lioce; tsh m^|

s':^^T|«g^tea extent^^c^aitt, lyibg on the norfbj

^ic of Ihe rivulet, the ka|^ eocairped on'tbe

*'" - ' Siriognaght



19ie>QM^ Ihe ^f ^gmlffg to mw tfigr J«r
i«o4iiJ4fiirM mfmm to provido ioom 4Mliir
agaioft tbf folar rajri, OoriHlMr aopordjffiilr MTir
nbaMni lA«i«^a<e^ liaiiioiul, or bl^^a.:mch
l^ifi# «MfilP^94 ilaotiogl)E ovcsr a l^ht baq»|i<i|9r

iramoi «»pMd by two fuppor^n, aB4 iaiMuM
IfUb fn^ll|)mfl» foroM^ pq excellent AibflUiMf

fan a tC9it« Hi«4[^gg^ifii>oori!erponding with the
^f^nolli of liM b«»e<»ooi^Mecl of a tl^in miHti^efiw

a quit, a cari?Ms^IKIlKi>aa^a«» contaioing a fpw
cbangoajof lineo^^iM) tboafoif-QieDtioned kufl»-

mul. '2^bofe fl^nlcloi, wii^: a«)Oil^bag« carried b/
tibo lUihoiiiiian, afforded a l^SflktPt accoraoQc
iMfyth and in fa^> alarge^. eqiiifN^ wonl^QOr
ly bavo crea^ anfayourable fufft^iooaaipoQg
tbe Afiatica* and in all probability might baii^

j0l]ge4ied bim to heavy impoABj, aod ImpiirtineDt

i4»veftigatioD. >t

Qqittiog tbe (pot of encampinent on tho iai4f

tbe kafikb penetrated twelve miles through the

looaiitaina» by a nortb^weft coarfe» aiid halted

/or ibe evening, in the vicinity of a fmall, bolt

es^cellent fiFeam. Xn tlia courfe of this day*a

journey, Mr. Forfier frequently remarked the

eafe and dexterity with which the mules, though
>eaviiy laden, clambered op the fteep and rugged
paths. The proprietors of the goods had ap-

pointed agents to accompany the ka61ah. Thefe
^perfoBs are not the ultimate venders of the mer-
chandife, bat tbey contract to pay the differentdo-
lies, and to deliver it fafely at tbe deftioed mart.
A faaall number of teota is provided to iheHer thr

packageairomiocieioent wetthfiT} jf ibe Jcafilab

3 feldom
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feldofH relli 'it khf^'timn tk fiHalMfs A^gM
lapply oNpiit]|rj aMii MiH f6t tllie^iMiftifiM«^

Il4'eim^,' ivho MminhBUin additidiF>lfo tbls

Hmriiltflf^ bf |it(lunige» tf /Ato it thetki4ft<dK^

ilfttlbcWrity «gailhfft rbbb^fi. <
'? ^ ?«» 'nit 9

H^IVtet day*, (be tra««ltert )^it6<k(Mf «i^t«da
ti#k« f«lrfh6r into 'fhit forHl> add1fi>t«d lilttr a

large ^ater conrflfei TMs day an odccitbftc« bap^

|)irtn«l/\(4iich involved. bur autbor id -a feri^iSi

dIfficuHy. The fatig««»%f paffiligbver a' trttfa^df

^e^t^Yand, and ibe 6iiiMNfle batf^o# the Mv^ther
jnducdd him to irWNI^«4rlkl9fe)f%i<h a pipe^^ trut

^hife he was t6n}dyl0f-'th|9f regale bencatb the

Verdant tin^bra#(> df •a'l^ee.'he tihfortaoittely loft

il^htofthtflyifidhi The gfbond infrotttbdnf
dbiEtpletdy Mv^f^ with kav#; it 'W^^lmptHfihle

t(i<d](bov^' aAHy '^ppearanee' df a ro^dj -and «^hen

lie^ddai^f'hl^ horfe Mtronld not itioire, btit with

great re|U6tatide^ in any dii^^i^^ At length,

however, after many fruitlefs attempts to difco^

v^i^aT'track or hrrbltatif^n/iofir authbr fell itttb a

^Wfow path, which brought him, through aldng
fpace of ^ woody dcfertjj^i^ a village, where the

d hit diftreft, by df.

halting-^lace of hii

Inhabitants kindly tei

fertng to cond'o^ h|

.companions, t ''«^J

On tlie 24th, tl

little hamlet, coi

"within a mile of'

If
*•-

liHiiB'etitered Jumah, a
i# fcattered honres,

ft #hich is there about

two hundred yarcNlfroadj'and from ten to fifteeii

feet deep. About/ half a mil6 below the pafTage'

is a bed of rocks, extending from the eaft fide

•more than half way acrofs the river. The ftr6am

has nearly a fouthern eourfe, (kirted OU' the weft-

em fide by an uncultivated level/ overrun with

bru(hwood«* iV**.



#Mrrood»<ind on llie other by a 'thick, gloomy
IM|ft#teiitilted only by the beaiis of the field. -

« ^Witmtmomwg, our amhor croiledfb^ river nt

tbe'^ry of Nackerghantr and qaittin| the kafi-

lab/wMch was to remain Tome time at J^umah*

he proceeded with the Kaihinifiani, and a fmall
*

party of merchants, who were c(irryinff Cotton to

the town of Nhan. On his arrival at the weft'*

ern (hore of the Ganges; he was laid ander a con*

tribntion of two rupees, by the ftationary officer,

wboalkged that he feemfd to travel very much
athii ea&, and was'tberetVA'e, indirputablyy able

ta pay that fum. Our Biiropean endeavoured to

axcijife himfelf, by urging, that he did not poP*

fefsany property liable to taxaltoiv, but his argu-
ment was totally difregardcd, and as the de-

mand of the officer waii enforced by a party of
match-lock men, he prudently gave up the une-
qual contefty and paid the fiipulated fum with
decent refi^nation.

Being rejoined by the kafilah, he arrived on the

26th at the village Khalfawala. The caravan
halted on a pleafant gr^en, adjbinin'g the village,

and ikirted by a wood, through which a tranf-'

parent ftream meandered in the moft delightful

manner. From its enticing appearance, our au-

thor was inclined to bathe, and retired for that

purpofe into the thicketi part of the wood, where
he difcovered a great number of peacocks and a
variety of other birdfl» one of which referabled

Ibe common fowl in plumage and formation, but
its flight was remarkably adive, and its lize dimi-
nutive. -

^

On the 28th, the European proceeded to the
town pf Bayrah, which, though fmall, is neatly

built, and very populous. It is the reHdence of
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IbeSlnngnafbiiv roj^h, and imif |f•pflrlv l|fr«i||^

ed tb« caplul of the lower dlvUi^^or^fVltii^

fhur, w^kh loctudef 9 fpice of lev«l qtwiiiy,

etwoen lite Urger chain of northern MPMt
taiosy Ma4-M range of fcattercd hWU «in^ iiha 6>vMb(

ThrcKigli ibefe hills, the Sicqciea have an/fif>iaf

ftraiocd tatieft into ihe country, and .dreadsi^ia
P|^|»ontion (torn Zabitah KhaHi tjlieyxan p«»iat

trale at ^leafure into the lower diOcids q( Sir

fiognagbur. The chief i«fif)«* At a lown b9%fr

ing the common infitie of the territory^ vhiob
lien about one iHindrcd miles Jo the nonth^and
i^y,tiie eaft of LaW Dong. Qwing to tha iiia^t

ftity of the prefeni rajab, the Sicques have JbCfO^

anablod to tM&, a regiUiii' tf^bijite foom tbeooiiBf

iry.

Aftiar a delay of Tome 4ays» occafiooed by Uia

duties impofed on the kalilab, the traveUeia pro*

isetded to Kbeynfapoor. At tibta plaee they

faw two Sicque borfenaen, who bad boen lent

lironattbeir country to^receive the afore-me«i;iQOed

tiiib^t From the high refpe^ fliown to Ibefe

luen^and the excellence of their accoiiKnodationii

,Mr. FocHer ardently wilbed for the power e^mi-
grating into the body of a Sicque^ or of aiTaming
fuoh an appearance. *' No fooner," fays he, " bad

the cavaliers aligbted, than beds were provid?

ed for their repofe, and their borfes were fop?

plied with green barley, palled out of the afield.

The kafilab travellers were content to lodge on

the ground, and exprelfed their thanks, for per-

miflion to purchafe what they required. Skicb if

the difference between thofe Vhp are iii» and

Ibefe who are out of power.'*

Oa the 6tb of March, the caravati crofled the

(Jumiia. aqd Salted on Ums ^cSieta baok^ This

nvei]
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n'mHowt.with a clear nrcaro, towards (he foath-

eaft, iod \H breadth is mach the fame with that

of the Ganges. No cultivation appears in the vi«

cinitjr ofJumoa ; though a fpactous plain extendi

on the wedem fide, and might be watered with-

oat moch difHculty. The Siringnaghnr territory,

which terminates in this part, is bounded by the

diftrids of independent Hindoo rajahs on th6

north and north-eaii} by Oude on the fouth; by
the Jdmna oa the weft and north-weft j and by
the dofiiinions of the Sicques on the fonth- wett.

Between Lnll Do0g and th^ Gangesj the coun-

try forms, with little interruption, a continued

chain of fylvan hills. The elephant abounds
in thefe forefts, but It is of an inferior fize and
quality to that found in the Malay and Cbitta-

'

gong quarters, and' it therefore only valued for
^

its teeth; ' •

From fhc Gatiges to the Jumna, the Wad !ie^

througb a fjfi^icious valley^ of good fc!!. bfit inf-

terfperfed with wood, and'very thliiljt^ itihabited.

The general food of the natives is wfealfcnf bV^^ad

and peai, \h€ latter being cnmmon/fy miide into

foup. Our author partook of Ihcfe provifioni,

»irtKi affirms, that he never ate a meal^'^'ith a

hFgher reliib. The revenue of Sirfhgtitighrr ^i

computfd at about twenty lacks xifrup<*e?V b.'*t

our Author's curfory view ot'^thr fbuti^ / iras in-

fiffficient to enable him tp fc^m ,ui' accurate

•judgment upon the fobjedt.' The officer on the
Hrefterit'fidethcriliimnii taxed him- in the "^inri df
ti^o rupees, allegin*» that he was liable to tlie do-
ty himfelf, as bwiiVg'Jtfcfct'ely a paflfe^ger, and un-
codneded WJtb'ijfty tf-aflfio fhtrt might prove ad-

vaptBgdblifi to^lhii'^d^nfiy. Klteeming h\ttit6\{

* fortunate



lU FOKSTltt TIA¥«Lt

foitoante in falling under no minuter notiep^lAFk

Fcirfter paid the demand without bafitation.

Continuing hb route throogh the haorictt Ka<»

rtdah and Coieroon, oor author with Ms fer?ant,

twoKaihoiiriani and a Siinaflfee, quitted the ka-

filah, and on the 9th arrived at Nhan, the refi-

idence of a chief, wbofe territory .bears the navie

of the town, and who made a pubhc entry, at the

period of Mr. Forfter's viCii^

. . I'h^ Sicquef having. ufurped a divifioo of tht

Khan country, that extends to the foothwaid of
the Punjab, and borders upon their territoriei« the

rajah took the field, in order to recover his dif^

tri6b. la the courfe of his warfare, he acquire4
much military credit, but was at length obliged

to fue for peace } nor were the conquered land^

reftored-^ till he confented to remit a tribute of

two thoufand rupees to a certain Sidjut chief.
** Tfaisfum," adds, our author, *^may a^peaf.tri-

cing in i| country where fpecie is plentiful, and
the ifUNtfi q(F living, conformably, luxuriojus and
^tfrtvaganjt ; but amungft thefe mountaineers,

whof^ manners are rude and fimple, who feek

for, little elfe than the neceflaries of life, whidi
are produced to them in great abundance, thU
i^mount is important, and to collet it, req)iiri9s

even oppre^ve exertion***

. In confequence of this war, the inhajbitants ^aod

foreign merchants of the town wero laid under

a heavy cdntribution, an^ it is extremely proba-

ble ^at the chief, who haa dlTcoverec^ wbaj( t^
people can bear, will contrive to reap the bene-

fit of the impoi^» though the caufeia dona away#
The rajah of Nhan made an entry into hia ca-

pital, not aa the illuftriom.Mi|€edot|aii»en|t#r^
/ Babylon,
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Bldf^n, bst With a few borftnnefi, wretchtdir

at^parelled, and eontemptibly moanted. Ind«9a»

had thty been better e^aipped, both thenifelvei

«nd their ^teA% wonid baire made but an indiffe-

rent flgurfs after elambdring up at lead ftx milet

of a fleep monntain/tbat iappoHft the town of
Nhank The chief, a bandfome Riming man, ra*

ther atK>ve tbe middle ftatnre, and of a brightt

oliv^ eOttiplexion, was clad in a yeltow (Hk reft

tnd a red turbai: | his arms confi^td of t fabre,

a bow, ind a qaiv6r of arrows. Notwithftittdin]^

bis grievona and fireqo^nt exaAlons, he ]» greatly

b(iKHred by the people, who run in crowds to con*
granulate him on his (afe return. They faluted

him withoitt aoife or tomult, by an inclinaticn of
the body, and toachtng the head with the richt

hand, at the fame time hailing him their father

•ad proteftori while the chttfin retbrn addrelT*

ed them, as he pafled, in the moft affeftionat^

and intetefting terms, which evidently operated

like a ftroke of magic, to obliterate the recollec*

tioB of every burden, and to bofh to illenco th*
rifing complaint. Such were the advantage re^

fulting to this warlike prince, by a happy combi%
nation of urbanity, courage, ^nd generofity.

Qt^itttng Nhan on the t2tfa at noon, our tHk^

vdler proceeded to the village, Saleannah, a: th^

difiance of eight miles. Here be firft faw, fincc

his departure from Europe, the Scots fir tree, and
the willow, which delights, as with us, in Shad-
ing the cryf^al dream with its verdant honouri^

From the fumnfit of the Nhan hill, the plains of
Sirhend prefent a wide profped to the fottth-eaft,

fouth. and fouth-weft} the view to the northward
is terminated at a (bort diftance, by moontasna
white with eternal fnow.

LitUo
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^ I4ltle danger being now incnrred from tnmU
ling lip fmall bodies; a» the moumtifift form a oa*

turai baj:rier againtt ibe incurHons of the fiicquei

Of; other marauders, Mr. FoiOer'a party, from

Ibit place to Bellafpour, was fmall. A Kafliini-

rian. trader in {ami wares accompa:pied bihi from
^}ajeb GhurA\9od;be proved, at all tinges, 9 very

pleafant and lerviceable companion. .
-

On tbe i^th reached Sudowra, a village, iitu-

ated oa a lofty eminence. The road this day led

, through a y/ooAy and mountainous country, faid

to abouod with a variety of wild beads. A tiger

)^ad newly marked out traveller's path with the

in^prefliou of his feet, but fortunately no accident

occurred, and Mr. Forller was comfortably lodg-

ed, towards evening, in the front of a Hindoo
retail Ibop, where fome excellent peas and wheat-

en cakes were fc;rved up for his fupper, after tbe{

fatigues and perils of tbe day.

The next day*s journey confilled in climbing I

deep mountains, where, our author obferves, he

was obliged to walk the greateit part of the way,

from the height being almoH perpendicular y the

eventng brought him to Lawafab, containing 4

few fcattered Tioufes and one (hop, the mailer of
|

which is defcribed a.s an unfair dealer, and a rioi*

fy wrangler ; but as he is the only man of bisl

profetiion in the place, travellers muft either fub-|

init to his. impertinence and evtortion, or other-

wife fake the precaution to lay in a dock of pro-|

yilionn at Sudowra.
Pacing Couhie, where the Nh^n country iil

bounded by the fmall di(tri£tof B >jepour, ourau|

thor arrived on the 17th at the village of KtindsJ

and thence pruceedrd, through Durmpour, to

Guwrah. During the heat of the day, he halted

nca



M«r« water mill, tW&rfi he had fewui in India.

Its c6{»ihudioo ma^MmiUr to that of a Europe^
an mtil, bat ita workmanihip waa coarfer and
its mcchanirai more fimple* in the evening, the
little party approached a famier's cottage* and r»t

quefled perraiflion to depotit their baggage^ dnd
to repofe under one of his Oieds*? The farmer
candidly faid, (looking earnestly ai our author),

he Has appreheniive that an oat6de lodging
wonfd not fati^fy them. ^He wa% iq f96k> fufpi.

cious of fome treacheroos defigo, and itwas fome
time before he could^believe, that they had really

fought his houfe for fheher. At length, howerer>
the Kalhmirian Ihowed him fome fmall wares
for fale, ^nd the travellers were th&n foffered id

occupy the front of the habitation.

The di^ri^ of Hundah and Gowrah are calN

ed the Barrah Tnkrah, or twelve portions, being
certain divifions of territory bequeathed by a
chief of Bellafpour, to his younger fon, about fif*

ty years ^go. (Thin petty Hates are ill governed,

and it is only^mong them that a traveller, from
the Ganges to Kaflmiire^ incurs the rifk of being

plundered.

Continuing his journey through Tayanaghur,
Mr. Forfier arrived on the 20th at Bellafpour, the

refidence of the ranee, or female ruler of the Ka-
lour territory. l*his town is fituated on the fouth-

ta&. fide of the Setloud, or Sutludge, the mofl eaft-

eriy of the five livers, from which the Perfian

name, Punjab, is affixed to the tra^ of country

lying between' Sirhend and the Indus. Bellaf-

pour is well built, and exhibits a regularity in its

confirndion, that is butfeldom feen in thefe parts. .

The-Oreett are paved, though rather roughly, and
the bouf]?s, built of fione ana mortar, have a very

. Vol. XXIV, P neat
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iwat ipMfraHoe. thtMkmi, a f«r)r ri^^tlMia^
it at tbii pined about thttit Imadred feet tir«a4.

. Kalour U boaiKted on tke mnh bf the Ma^
g#ah 4iftrid<$ on the tad by a large trad of
csuatf)r» calMl Bufleer; on tbe foolh bf Nbtaf
iod on the weft by the Pubjab. Its rfvecue m
comfitited at twelve lockiof rupees.

On Mr. Forftdr*! arrival at Bellafpoar, he fonnd
the ranee en^^ed in hoftilttiea with the chief

of Kangrah^ on the border of whoCe country her

army was then encamped. Ttiis Teemed lb tm^
portant an event to the mountaineers, that th^
confidered the hills and forefts of BeUaTpoor aa

the theatre of univerfal war, and fo deeply wta
it impreflbd on their minds that, in all pnAiabi^

lity, they would have-regarded the fiegeof Troy
and the ebnflifks on the Scamander as mere flur-

milhes, and would have allowed no other degntt

of comparifon, than that women were theeanfe
of them both.

To give our readers fome idea of this erentfol

matter, we preHent them with the following otm*

'

cife remarks :—^Towards the northern limit of

Kalour, is a firong hold, on an eminence* called

the Kote Rangrah, the redudton of which de*

tained Acbar*, who commanded the expedition

in perfon, a whole 3rear. To reward one of the

officers who had iignnlized himfelf in thisfervioe,

Acbar presented him with the captuivd fort, and a
confiderable portion of tbeadjaceht territory. The
delcendatits c^this chief continued in pofifeifioov

till the period, of our author's travels, when the

^ \

* AcbAf is faidi to have been the firft Mahometan prioc^
who re«iiiced the northera mouotaias of Uind^ftaA to the

okc^icnocol the empire.
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birth, And fiad come, when jro^ng, to India,where
I was taken into the houfe of a perfon of diftine-

(ion, who brought me up; that, from my long re^

fidence in India, 1 had forgotten my native Ian*

guage ; and that my time had been chiefly devot-

ed lu the employments of a Coldier, but that, be-

ing difgufted with roy*proft(fion, I had quitted

the fervice, and l^conle a cr^iTeHing merchant.*
This account was fufliciently p1au(ible to obtain

belief, and as our author varied his tale, accord*

ing to th^ place or the difpofitton of his auditors*

bis difjldife proved equal to his wi(h of conceal-

ment, pncc, indeed, he was rather alarmed, by
a paiTenger^ obferving, that he retained a Eu-
Topean> and ver)r ufelefs caftom, in his writing;

viz. tllat of writing from the left to the right i

liowever, on being told that the Turks ufed the
fame' method, th^ A(iatic cetifor appeared fatiifi-

ed,'iiMd the buflti^fs dff^ped without further in-

vefti)gation. Some other inattentions to the fornn
df Di^ new chara6h;r like^ife invoWed )itm in

mdihentury difficulties; bnt, either the' want
of penetration, or the good bumour^ofVis'com-
pamons, prevented theiti 'fiK)m 'difcovering anjr

deception, and ctieered ihe fravellor tnth fao^

guine hopeis of a fuccefsful teriilihation to fait

ndventures.
' On the 2f4(h the travellers quitted the Seflood*

and pi'OMded (ixteen miles, tiH th^y arrived «t

the villlfgb'Cdmour Hattee. At a retail (hop our
'^uthdtf "pi^iii-ed '^v^at, meal, peas, and boiled

"^Bift^ter, Mfhieh fdi'iiiied his common fare; and bf
iippTytng to the (bbp-keeper in civil terms he was
^4t^tni\y indulged with the ufd of theii'ont part

-6f tlifc habitatibtt.
*

ii c.

,niud
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After
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thrm ivith a cbtnpeterit kiioWledge oi" inilitary

difciplipe. - « .^ ,

' OniMroaching the chief, onr authorIMablf
pf^f^tnjV^ rupee, laid on the^iidrrt^T othM #tofl^

as an i^iing: It rauft herit 4hs obi^irvtUV IHA:

the ftihit of moti^y tnuft not be 'held in the na^

keA hand, but on a handkerchief, or fome part

of th^/garment, eiiended for that porpofe fand
thob£(h the faperfor njay prdbabVy telblt^ to flp-

r^\t bis petitic/ner, y^t it frequently happen^,

«ithe«"frdm fttotives of getididiltjr> or an attention

to his condition, that he^Tdifcs Hot tfl*c thi bffci*-

Ing, but only touches It with one lof his #figerf«

The hohbiir is thei^^Alit>l^fed fdtie c6Qf6rred»and
the ptrCoti, who ittplorM'^i'jfteiStion of affiftanc^«

UtrikeA with hope.
'

'

M#/ Fpriler met with a «^U reception, apfl

obtained hi»i^oe(l, relative^to the purfuance 6f

his journey. The tkilmolapder looked obliquely

at his offering, which he iluched, but wouid not

'r^c^vc j aflured the European that fome letters,

"W^Mch were preparing, Ihoutd be fbon forward-

ed] and permitted hirti, with his little party, tb

accompany the fird meiTenger who (hould be dif-

patdhcd to the Kangrah camp>
Sl^rtly after this ceremonious vifit, our author

difcovered the chief to beeoropofed of the fame
materials, which, with liftld variety, form the

difpolition of the gen^crality of Indians.' On
-meeting with him a fecond time, artended only

by an oflScer of police, Mr. Forfter was toM that

he might prefent hisoflfering; but as it happened
to be a coin of rather an inferior quality, in this

quarter, it underwent a itrid examination, and
was ultimately accepted with frowns and difTa-

^tisfaftion. Our traveller acknowledges that he

was
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'wmhmrt tt beMdlfig (6 glaiftif^ i roomndt and
Wtm^Hi d9€ormnr ftM, H tt ferved td dirdofe k

liwtfit h^iAmimm) chM£ler» be revived fome la-

4iMi<^ i tf ft'-aoequivocat a tefl imoof 9f it«

^•:tTlNi>ik»^6r« f6 «t<!i!edingt)''trbtlbWibfnr'itt

fllMtB«llarp(ti|^«vai7i>llitft itwfi with fHttt diC-

lirnlty Mr. Forfler fetnred hk'fb^d ft^ym fh«fr

m^nckn. HA^ feiiqdns^llii'ctllldl ko tittnfc, ll>lit a ^r*
Inn .^antHjr of f]ioi<bn U oototained in ibe bod^
«f ao Indian fly> M 41 ntHJ^and ri£kiier» aloioft

HMMialelf Aico^d th6 fwaUowing oMi. Bfc

-at AM! imagined that the difagreeable fenfatioAfc

be exfieirienctd might proceed from the motioA
of the infed m theitomach; but «>n examining
«ne after it bad been dlTchargedt he pereeived it

,vitboat life, though but a ihort time deprivcxi of
itanatoral air.

'

The fitnetion of the travellers in the camp waa
at onee difgufting^ and inconvenient. The heat

waa Itteml^ oppre(!ive, and the air was grdfsl^

tainted Ify a compound of ndufeous fmclls, arifing

from the uncleanlinefs of* the peop\e. Our au-
Ahoc accordingly panted with impatience for hia

caaancipation, and had, in fa€t, refolved to em-
brace any mode of operation that might lead to

a change of quarters. 'Th^ eagerne^, however,
had almoft produced a meaiure which Would, in

^H:probfibiUty, have caufed a material failure of
bislphttJi Two rocffengers, who were to vifit

the Kangrah Camp, with propofals of peace, of-

fered to conduft him and his companions |bt-

Iher in fa^ty; and our European had#C4bitn^
to accep^thcir offer/ though Orongly dtiftiaded

by his two aifociates and the chief ** chobe^aPi

• A chobedar is a pcrfon who carries a filvcr ftickbc^
fore mcQ of'hi|h iblMO. ;

' 'i



t^

1^ PORITBl*! TIAlULf

who apanimoiilly entertained an ill opinion ef

tbefe inefleogen* On the eveningt boweter,
preceding the intended departure, ibe rcheiMyif

dangeruuf, was happily rendered abortive, bfikt
arrival of a droyc of aiTet, laden with Iron* the

proprietors of which were purfuing Um turn
roaie as our author. .

-

On the xyth, the united party comnBenced
Iheir journey from the camp, but jnft aa tbey ae-

rived at the boundary of Bellafpogr. after •
march of eight miles, two of the Kangiah berfo-

men appeared in front, and plundered the unfor-

tunate ironmongers to the amount of a hundred
rupees, which in t^fe parts is accoanted a very

large fum. They likewife feixed on a Knfliml-

rian, who was at fome diftance from the company,
and were in the ad: of Gripping him, when he
loudly exclaimed that he was the fewant of onr
author, whom he deforibed as a perfon of diftinc*

tion. In confeqoence of this inlelligenoe, which
in reality was falfe, the cavaliers turned towards
Mr. Forlie.F ; but, on approaching, one of them
remarked, that be had the appearance of a balls

audiiTiee, or a perfon above the ordinary dafs^

and iiiould not faffer any moleftation. FincUng
them (o civilly difpofed, the European prevailed

on them to releafe the Kaihmirian and his own
fervant,'who had been taken in cnftody during
the. parley. He was then informed that two
]iundred Sicques, who had been recently em-
ployed in the fervice of Kangrah, would foon
make their appearance. Terrific and difcourag-

ing as this news muft of neceffity have .been to a

perfon acquainted with the licentious manners
of Nanqck's difciples, our author aflumed an un-
daunted look« and palhiog bii horfe into a briik

trot.
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the commttoA of the rajab» io the iieg^ of Xole
Kaograb. The commoa road from h«ncs Uy
through the town of NadoiHS aodthc dtftridof

Huriepour, but ap tbefp placet were cx:cQf>ied bjr

tiie Sicqoea, our author was 4XMi)petled to deviate

fronithiS qfual track, and proceed to tbeircft-

ward.
do the 30th he reromed his mote, and accotn*

?«Qied the iron luercbaots to the village Soorec.

'his place was a full day*8 journey';Out of the

road, hoi moil of the carriers were iahabitants

pf it» and naturall/ expreflied a wiih to fee th^ir

fripnds and families.

To the ea^ward ofSooree, the travellers crofied

a ridge of lofty mountains, and pi^oceedod to

Bompal, a fniall hamlet, fitoated on an eminence.

During the whole of this night, Mr. Former was
expeliEid Uk a copious andeontiaoed rain, yet foch

was the (Irength of his conftitution that his h^kh
preceived no ioJ42ry.

After a confiderable delay, occa(ioned by the

^nfavourab'-- weather, his companions quitted

Bompal, and on the 2d of Apri( arrived at Chum-
ban« $, fmiali village depending on the chiefftiip

of Jeflpul. A great portion ol' the road betweea

Bompal and Chumbah lies through a valley, plea-

i>.utly, watered by the Byas, on the northern fide

4af which may be feen the level and fertile dif-

%t\6t% of Hnriepojar. On tht^ right hand fide of{

IhiB roadf^ about mid way, is a place of Hindos

^m'fliH>, ere^ed on the brink of the ByasQange,,

jwbieh runs at the foot of the edifice, with arapii

^mamrof one hundred yards broad. The terri'

lory of Kangrab, or Katocbin, is bounded on t

lierth and north-\^eft by Huriepour ; on the ea

^y^umbayj oo the fottth by Kalour j and oi
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! INDIA* ftC 1^
the weft by the Paajab. Tbe ordirary revenae

has been eftimated at feveti lacks of rupees ', bat

at tbe period of our author's refearcbes, it had'

faffeiea a material dimintttion, owing to the

chiefs alliaiice with tbe SicqoeK, who fpread ruin

and difirefs around them whereter they go.

Alarmed at the idea of thefe marauders, who
had iaveiled the common track, our author^s little-

party, having been joined at the Bellafpour camp
by tbe Kaibmirians, determined to quit tbe ksfi-

lab, an<i endeavour to reach Jumbo, by fome un-

frequented paths. They accordingly proceeded

next day to Dada, a diftrid dependent on the
chief of Sebab. The fort of Sebab, pleafantly

iStuated on the margin of a riyuiet, was obferved

in tbe road, and in paffiog it Mr. Forfter faw two
Sicque borfemen firikea terror into tbe chief

and all his people, though (hut up within their

ftrong hold. Thefe cavaliers had been fent to

colled the tribute impofed by the Sicques, on all

tbe mountain chiefs, from tlie Ganges to the

Jumna, and as their demands had not been rea-

dlly complied with, they were holding that llyle

of language to the affrighted Hii^dods, which a
European magifirate would dired at a gipfy, or

a fturdy mendicant.
'

Qaickening his pace, and going about a mile
in front of his companionr^, our author now fell

in with a horfeman, whofe appearance was ex-
tremely fufpicious, but as the European was well

armed, and evidently the ftronger man, he appre--

bended no danger from a rencounter. Seeing a

Iflranger, and one whofe equipment made him a
fit fubjeft for plunder, the Afiatic dbmanded, in

a peremptory tone, what was his occupation, and

I

the place of his abode* Mr. Forfler's aiifwen

were
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were neither gracious nor eiplan»tor}% iful Hi
d^iarture fo abrapt, th&t the equeftrian ieemed
ofiended at bis careiefs deportment.

About a quarter of a mile farther, our travd-
ler met with another Sicque, well mounts, fln4

fufnifl^ed with arms, who was evidentlf roam^
wg in queft of fomc adventure. After recbr-
noitriog the pailenger attentively, and imagining,
moft probably from the length of his fword and
the animation of his countenance, that a contetl

might prove doubtful, he politely faluted htin^

and paifed. On his joining his corintrymeti,how«
ever, who had halted at a thort diftance, a couoi
cil was held on the fubjed of our author's pro-
perty, the refult of which was to return and fcize

it forcibly. But as the other travellers came up,

jaft as the freebooters were arranging their plan
of attack, they perceived the folly of molefting a

perfon fo ftrongly reinforced, and, therefore rode

off without giving any farther moleflation.

.On the 4th, Mr. Forfter arrived at Tulwara,
a village in the diftrift of Dutar, where theSicque
chief has built a^fmall fort, that <iommands the

adjacent territory. The countrj^, to the fouth-

ward, now affamed a level afpect, which had an

effe6l peculiarly pleafing on our author, whofe
tyes had been longdifgufted with continued and

accumulated chains of monntains, the higheft of

which appeared to pierce tlie clouds. In the

conrfe of this d:«y's journey, his party was re-

duced to the Kathmirian traler and himfelf, as

three Kathinirians, who had accompanied him

from the Belhfpour camp, went on before, and

bis lervant lagged behind.

Towards evening, they obfervcil a body of

horfemeu approaching, who were known to he

Sici]ue!<
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Sicqjses/and confequentlf gave a Ccrioias alarm,

which, however, proved ill founded. This party, ,

confining of abont two hundred perfons, many
of whom were Mahometans, was then mnrching

into the Hurrieponr dilirids. The dilmayed tra«

vellers aiTeAed* wichf great oompofnlre of counte-

nance! to fmoke their pipes, of which the Muf-
fulmen took a whiff, as they paifed, at the famie

time promifing theiti protedion againft any ill

deOgns of their aiTociates. After their depar«

ture, the Kalhmirian, tranfported with joy at hii

fortunate efcape» fwore by his beard that, on
reaching his evening quarters, he would offer to

his national faint two pennyworth of brown fugar,

in grateful acknowledgment for his unexpeded
preffervation.

At Tulwara they were accommodated with a

convenient lodging, Hete our author was joined

by his fervant, who had alfo been involved in the

perils of ihe day j and here the trader liri6tly

performed his curious vow, and reprobated his

companion's infenfibility of the providential in-

terpolition that had been made on their behalf.

Mr. Forfter vainly urged the merits of internal

prayer, and aflerted that he had already offered

unfeigned thanks to Hedven for his efcape. This
was a do6tr<ine entirely repugnant to the creed
[of the Kalhrnifian, whofe devotions confilied en-
Itirely of noi fy and oftentatious ceremony, and he
accordingly reproached the European, uithout
hhe ability either t6 underftand, or overthrow his

pore enlighlt-ncd and ratiorujl argument.
On the 5th, our author prdcefflt^d to Badpour,
poptilou' village in the Norpom difln6t; croflT-

:d the Byas.Ciungah, in a firry-bo»i, and came
Vuj.. XXJV. a int»
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into ibe Jumbo road, wfcicb has not jrct beea Id*

iieifled by the Sicqurs.

Next day he resched Gangataii« wb«re, in the

paflage of a rivulet, he was thrown from Jbb

borfe into the water, and his papers were greatly

injured by the unfortunate diiafter.

On tbeyth, he arrived at the town of Nourpour,
pleafantly (Ituated on the fummit of a hill, that

18 afcended by done Heps. Towards the foutb*

eaft the country is open, well cultivated, and em*
belliihed with a winding iiream of fine water,

while the view is contraded to the weft and nortb^

by a lefty range of mountains, capped with fnow,

whence the wind derives a cool refreftiing qua-

lityr>that is eiTentially ufeful in a quarter where
tbe heat of the fun is almoft infupportable. The
town has the appearamre of opulence and induf-

try, and is the refidence of the chief of theNour*
pour ditUtds, which are bounded on the north

by the river Raweei on the eaft by a mountain-
ous territory, called tbe Chambay country; on
tbe weft by fome fmall Hindoo diftrifis, near tbe

bead of the Punjab ; and on the fouth by Hurie*

pour. The revenues of Nourpour are eftimated at I

four lacks of rupees. It enjoys a ftate of rpore

internal quiet, is lefs molefted by the Sicques,

and more equitably governed, than any of the|

furrounding territories.

On the ()th, the travellers paftTed through tbol

village Bunguree, and tbe next day crofted thel

Rawee, oppolite to the fort of Biftouly. ThiiJ

central Punjab river, which runs near the city

Lahore, is very rapid, r.id about one hundred
' and twenty yards in breadth. lu tlic ferry-boa

were two SicqucR belonging to the fort, of whiclj

they bad taken polfellion, in confequence •«£

3 ic|
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io^ fuciiaumed to the affiAance of the Biflbuly

chief. Though this is the certain refult of evecjf^

cooae^oQ in^ witji the Si^ues, \he iofatoated

inountatnecrs never tail to crave their aid wbeii

engaged in war. 4 p^ighbonring chi^f had oom-
roitted Tome deprcdatiooii an the BilTouly di^ridsi

when the Sicques were called io to repel the ene*

my, and to guard the fort i but after performing

the required, fervice, they refuted to rellnqniij^,

their new tituation.

^ A rapid progrefs tbrongb this country, and
4votdiag,the track of the Sicques, were earneAly

recommended to the travellers^ who needed nod

fuch,an admonition. The boatman at the ferry

of Biifouly made an exorbitant demand of hirf

OR this account, but the inlerference of the Sicqi^
cavaliers* who difcerned the{impo(ition, oblige4

him to fubmit to naore reafipnnble ternis. 1 be
journey qi this evening proved dreary and folir

tary, and gave a wrong bent to every fpring Ojf

the imagination; for, if one cheerful or plealing

idea began to (boot forth, it was immediately
de(lroy^ by the prorpe6t of a deferted village, a
defolate country, and all the concomitant CDifo*'

ries of war.

An obliging houfekeeper accommodated our
traveller, at the village Piaifiie, with a noorf

agreeable lodging than could noflSbly have been
expefied. His little tenement was composed of
malei:ials I hat had reHfted thr; late conjUag^ati^

of the country, and the proprietor, with [lif fa*

mily, had refumcd the quiet poflTeffido of it. Ob-
ferving that Mr. ForHer was oppre^ed and Ian*

guid, in confequence of a frvcr canght on tho

toad, he generouHy provided iiim ivifh a bed,

and
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and gare faim every nouriflimen t that the ioife
afforded.

' Continuing his route, our author arrived on
the 11th at the village Buddoo, the reHdenceof
a petty chief, tributary to J^mbo. A fair being

held at an adjacent hamlet, the^ travellers mixed
with the numerous rpe6latora of the fetVival, and
witnefled, in the mirth and good humour therii

predominant, a ftrong contratt to the late fcei^

of wretchednefs and devaftation. Peace ber^

waved her olive branch over the rulltc habita-

tions, and every foul was attuned to harmonic
pleafure. Among a variety of diverflons, Mr.
Forl^er obfcrved a wheel, with boxes fufpended

from its rim, for the purpofe of whirling t6und
fuch perfons as are {>artial to aerial circuits. In

eonfequence of his iei^vaDt-ii delay, the European
fuilained a great inconvenience^ but a*' Kafhrni-

rian family at Buddbo relieved it in fonSe degrefe>

by a friendly reception and a light fupper.

Next day our traveller proceeded to the vil-

lage of Mancote, iituated on an eminence, that

h partially fkirtcd. by a fmail river. Here the

£^uropean'8 troubles, branched out anew, and in-

volved him in various dilBcnlties. His Kaihmi^
rian companion having proceeded, by miftake,

beyond the appointed place of rendezvou^i^ there

was no perfbn eiUier to prepare his food, or to

take care of his horfe. The (hoplceeper, how-
ever, at Mancote, notwIth(landing the Hindoos

hold 'in abomination the performance of atiy me-
nial office for ftrangers, afforded hina^grcat af»

iiftance, by giving him a (helter, a ))ed,vand (ohie

of his boufebold uteofib, for holding lbeborre'i{

corn^ and his own provifiou. , >

BeiDg
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. Mog^fld vi a nicoiUcant Seid» who refide^ in

the opper.prt of the village, and was celebrated

/or bit emineot iiindity, Mr, Forller pretested

himielf to hino, explained the nature of hit fiti^

tioBi and earneflly requefted his aid. It feema

that our author had fuppofed, a man who exiii-

ed on public charity would have cheerfully f^raot,-

ed hira the required affiflance; but the eveot
proved how greatly he wa« mifHiken. ** Ne«
ver," fays he "did mitred prieft, in all the ple-

nitude of hi« power, rolling amid ft the plura-

lities of bene^ce, regard a meagre curate with a
draper contempt of eye than did this haughty
defcendant of Mahomet receive my fupplication.*'

After expatiating warmly'on tiie diHiculties that

iiirrounded him, and throwing in a few flric*

tures on the Seid*8 ungenerous condu^tj the trar

veller received an ungracious promife of affifl-

ance, with this provifo».that be ihould himfelf
produce fire-wood. Turning away with rag^
and vexation, be loudly reprobated a violatioi^

of what the rudeft Muflulman holds facred,

the rites of hofpitality. A ftranger now inr

terfered, and pcopoiing to adjuft ^b$^ embarrafl*-

ment, carried our author to the boufe of a finging[

girl, who, on i^earing the flory of his want%
tucked up her garment with a fqpiling alacrity,

and prepared to relieve them witlu>ut delay. *'
(t

would have done your heart good," fays the tra-

veller, *' tc hav^ ^en this boneft girl baking my.

bread, and boiling my peas, (be did it with fach

I

good will, f /equently obP^rving that I had con-
^rred an honour upon her, and ultimately refuf*

log to accept of any remuneration for her trou,^

We." •
•

as On
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On the 13th our European rrached Miini^, a

Tillfll^e, confining of a few houfes.on thediargin
of a beaatiful (heet of water, that is iibondantljr

ftored with filh j thcie, however, are eoniidered

9H f'acred or royal property, and are accordingly

permitted to live without molei!at1on. The
country now became more open, and' the valleys

better cultivated than any to the weftward of

BilTouly. In the course of this day's journey,

'which was extremely pleafant, Our author met
with an encampment of beggars, and in compli*

ancc with their requeft, difmounted to take Tome
refreftimeut. He dcfcribes thctti as a n^erry

troop, and obferves that his meal, though coarfe,

w$t cordially given* and accompanied with many
kind and friendly expreflions. At Maniir^ the

wife of a Mahometan oilman undertook to pro-

vide his repB(\, but the took moft unwarrantable
emoluments out of an ill-drefled fupper, and her

cat contrived, during (he night, to lighten hii

baggage of his defined ^reakfaft.

Next day he refumed his journey throtigh a

dreary road, that lay for miles together be-

tween lofty and perpendicular rocks. His pro-

grefs was rendered peculiarly difagreeable, fromi

the want of a companion, and the afpe6k of

the country gave a gloomy turn tO his ideas, tiHj

at length he difcovered, to his great joy, a familf

fitting on a fmall, verdant fpot, where, availing

therafelves of the fituation, they were grazing

j

their cattle. He immediately joined the happyl

party without ceremony, and was prefented wifM
a cup of butter-milk. The father told him that!

ao oppredive landlord had obliged him to qotti

his houfe, and feek a more peaceful babitationj

Qne of the family fuifered much pain from
lacerate
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Uic^nited finger, and as all Europeans are rit|>-

pofed by the natives of India to be Turgeonii,

wizards, and artillerymen, the gueft was called

npon for a^Aance, which he adminiftered gratisy

to tfaetr fatisfadion.

The approach of evening induced our author

to continnc his route, and he accordingly pro-

cr<?drd to fhe lo*Arer town of Jumbo, where, feek-

ing: admillion at a retired houfe, he difcovered a

p^Tion who, about a month brforc , had travelled

in c^rmpany with him, but had left the party on
fom^ fervice of difpatch. This m^n being the

fervant of a Kaihmirian, from whom Mr. Porfter

had brought an introductory letter, ran haf^ily to

fetch his mafter^ who foon appeared, and infixed

on the ftranger's being lodged immediately in

bis houfe, though they were obliged to proceed

thither in the midft of a copious and heavy
ihower. This man, immediately on their arrival,

commenced a train of civilities^ and painful, yet

ineeHaot attentions. After expatiating with fur-

prifing warmth and volubility op the extraordi-

nary qualities and accompli lliments of his gue((,

in confequence of advice from his correfpondent

at LuckoQw, he congratulated Mr.Poriler on his

lingular good fortune in having met with him fa

early, as he would not have found another ihottrji

man in Jumbo.
On prefentinga bill for payment, which, from

having been repeatedly drenched in water, ad-
hered together as if it had been pafted, Mr^
Forfter had occaHon to applaud the generofity of
the banicer at Jumbo, who with mUch good na-
jtore foaked the paper in water, and opened the
folds with extreme caution, till be was able to

I
read the contents. Had he been diipofed to have

withheld
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wUhh«kl the required fvim, be Md (UlSoSeoC

CAufe I but, on the contrary^ be veadtly •ckiiow«
(edged tbet the bill wasgoodyBod l^indly obfervedt

It (nouid lieve been of greater value, as tbe jour-

aey had been long and faiiguing.

Jumbo is fituaied on tbe dedifity of a hill,

and contain! two didind divifions, called tba

Upper and tbe Lower Towns. S^he bafe of tho

•mineoce is wadded by the river Rawee, about
£fty yards broad, and gen Tally fordable. Upeii

its iMnks are fe^reral mills. for grinding corn*

which are greatly fuperior, in point of conAruc'*

Aion, to any others feen by our traveller in India.

It feenns they were introduced by tbe Kaflimi-'

yiaosM who hiife added many improvements to

thetown.
The articles of merchandize, cootiituting tbe

trade of' Jumbo and Kaflimire, are ofually tran-

sported by men, two of whom take the load of

a ftrong mule, and the hire is fiiced at the rate

of four rupees for each' carrier. Tbe ihawls,

when exported from Kfifhmire, are packed in an
oblong beile, containing a certain weight or quan-
tity, termed a biddery, the exterior eovering of

which is the bide of an ok or a bufTalo, ftroogly

iewed with leather thongs. A Kaihmirian car-

ries his load in the lame manner as a foldier*)

knapfack, and when difpofed to reft, he places •

fttck beneath it, in manner 6f a crutch, which
fupports the load and a(fifts him in walking;

Two caufesare afligned for employing men, ra-

ther than be^fts of burthen, in this fcrvice. It

is feid, that the chiefs, bordering on either>fide

of tbe river Chinaun, h»ve agreed tiiat no^ixed

bridge dial 1 be erected, or boat Rationed on that

fifeam. 'Othepi oicribe a caufe wliich iktn»

i.v more
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more forcible} tbe flupendous height and ftrep-

nefsofthe ioterveniDg mountains, wliich render

the paHTage exceedingly dangerous, if not iniprac*

ticable, to cither horfesor mules.

According to the belt and mofl authentic ac-

counts, it appears, that Jumbf) continued to in-

creafe in power, wealth, and commttrcc, till the

death of Runzeid Dcvc, which happened in 1770.

At this period, the prefent chief, in direft o|«po-

fition to the intentions and exprefs de6res o( his

fotheit, feized on the government, configned one
of his ^brothers, the intended fuccefTur, to an un-

timely de^th, and imprifoned another, who con-

trived to efcape, and fought the protedion of the

Sicques.

That warlike, yet predatory people, were de-

lighted with obtaining fo favourable a pretext

for entering Jumbo, and promifed to efpoufe the

raufe of the fugitive' with zeal and vigour. A
fiiiall fum had been apnualty exacted by them
from the inhabitants of Jumbo, though in a
Imuch'fmaller proportion than what was levied

in the adjacent territories; but now, under pre-*

tfnce of aflifting an injured pcrfon, they laid

wafte the rooft valuable of the diftrifts, ai,Z

at the period of our author's travels, they were
profecuting a vigorous war again ft the chief,

iwhofe oppredioos had alienated the hearts of his

Ipeople, and who, to crown his ill fortune, bad
[called in a party of Sicque mercenaries, com-
landed by a powerful offic(^r, who has ere^ed a

fort at the fouth entrance of the principal pafs,

Reading to the Punjab.

Mr. For0?r's Kaihmirian hoft, who continued
to opprefs him with fuperfluous civilities, bad a

)rother Tending in tbe fame boufe^ who .wa«

con6ned
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fcip coiKitta 111mmmwm m^if^Mm4
wub M yr of €^9iir, foi f^rMm^jr fM4^#

5n?ilW him in ifei |5>M*f«^M ,|j^^ . £

feQSblv reqaifife tbal you flioald be «p«»M||.^ diBjent, ^ tbff ar«# 1^^ and UitifiS-

ftap| ijbc<QUcMai^o^<tf#y N^H^r. ^bp liOQw

KC» ^be loppcy wiU Jb(p 1^ l|a|ce j^r4^|urie.
iB«i|t«<ioly Oil 4«liy0f{4Mf ifco «^^W p^gtaii^ «w,y W,1K4i^.t*Wi^Mnr
flypQce.'^ TMi ik1vu»» »b<% (pf»ji|W<L leo-
i?»cy (^ .pRMnoteM Iil«m«i1rf Mi «Mfc at

i

tbe amonot of tbc Jumbojfaamiysi^ 6i)|4M|^
!•# mfiwwation^ tbt i^ih^HQT faM»



W liM m,bS £i!£^ ••«* ftldom penaiu
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lit fOMtBII*! TlATBLfl

4lf fttniit^iBailt of the •miMii«e» #liei« foflji

idbiritabli Hitt4i«» ImnI wedid ft teili piMifiii

MHlQf, Ibat WM #tll ftippHed i4lli Mti of

iwater* Beficiatli ibli hoMtible fliiltenJie.irai

|lir|(illt«ii tkooflieaMaiptiiiiMii In mftastuict,

10 rfpoff^ hini(ci»'ftlter Ma jottrnejr till iho o^ft-

iQf morning, i Many HiMooofamo in Ibr the

benefit of the (hade and ihdi^iet, and obfervhig

Ibat the Eoropoanwaajlfmek^ib^. treated l%n
with i^ttentive kift^oeia» abd «iKilf|r not permit

hiniJio rife, when any of their priiidpal^eoi^e

'entered, •'•>.•
•

^

"'''^-

]

, Among a Tariel^ ofperfona irbo came^o enjdf
thecomiorts of thia cbarttaM foiind«tlon, waM
llabonoetan, who li^ himCelf d^m witbont cet

temoi^. in the interior quarter of the buildlii|.

A Hindoo of rank entered fooov after, with fev^«j

ral aitendantsi and percaitiog that the mcndi.
caat bad taboo, up the mm convenient and

|

boQorary p]ace><and that be offered' no mark of

rt(ffi^ to hia fuperiori, commanded rfaat hit

4ib<9lteltf'flioul4 1m thrown into the road. The
difci^le of Mahomet, ezdaiibed againft li^h adj

of.e|edion, but was filenced by a repiyi «^ch|
iftimat^ that, notwithfianding, the edifice wm
eroded far Ibo accoronkodation of traveUors in

general, yet in fbme cafes, aa in the prcicnt, ail

ji^frrvance of deference and precedency was A«*|

ceflary. This anecdote may : ferve as a general
4c)ioeattonof iheoatifo diffjsrence betwinttli
difpofition ofa Hindoo and a Mutfiilmaii/ Had
Ki|idoo« parlicvklarly one of a feligbus orderjj

prefumed to have thrownJiia bwafa foi, his r!<

«ir4icii,ioto ao apa^todent in a Mah^etan c^ut

try, fhat bad been previonDy occupied by tl

pit|ff|» bia punifliment would bave been

•^.t *|9V<



wmRUMdirineefttl thMdaib. i-j—j /-:.

ttM wSrf *"^ '^ -V *|i Vj^IkJ;,

•^iiwcy, with . cwSl^ffi-S,™ ?iS

•0 ««Ji,e|ce. the b.fe of wWct, o^the«Sera

(M wpojfite bank.«na the oUier teaehoi Awn

fe m!"
<>»••?«»«»» of the eitreme «eepi«&of the moiuitamowi reqge, in tbit mwrter.

"^

lit --
,

... ..... vr
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fnpMlng t<»winli the TiKaga NioflM^#
tlie Kiiit^iSf MMiDtty, Mr. Porto cftilWfha

Chlttpiliii. The method of oaiii«yiiigfaiii|^

and im bimge orer thlrftieajn te eitreg&^jr

£Mot«r. atid'd^fcrfiag'aii eiplaoatloiir Tl*

mer it between ieventy and eighty yards br«id,

iMd Aom the decMtity of thec6«Dtry, very i#^d.

Oh the oppdfite ihofre are fiiedftrongwowiett

m^, abottt foor feet hfgh, on the <ifpcr ffldt^
Which a ftout rope it Ughtly extended, andJo^
below to a fmaWer ofteV »«*?• of twiftcd <^.
In the cenfre of the fBaall rope hangt a veh^te

of net*worfc, for the cobvgranee of mwcha^i^
•nd paffengilii, and a fofficient lenglh of Koth

. endi of th^ rope pertnltf it to be landed oiieithet

fide of the riter. ThU acconunodation if hept

by mutual agreenlent. Sa^H **>« night on tfcj

^iibtcwcr fidi; In defianie <*f oor authorVpaff.

Sort, the Chinnanee officer taxed him in an ad-

itionat fee, and he waa like^lfe ncceffi^ to

WWf his paflkgc throngh an inferior trlhr of

m^f^nariet, who infeW the water ede. Ik^

firottf of arriving At the end of thii tronblefdwe

{(age, and being both ftitigued and ^^W^
$ttei«ipted to ^ap their claoionrijbi|it freft dc-

mandt^were yetmade aj^nft him, fot thttni^

accountable race of fcrryinen, ^ff^^i^^"^^
hit fervant and,the b^gi^i halfway Wtl^
river, kept them fwinring in that fitotth>n, and

Infifted <m detaining than Ull a fecorid payn^

ilibQld ]be itoadtf.. ^ ,

Though thit impediment wat exceedingw ve^

gtlout at fuch a time, yet Mr. Fwftcr could n^

iiQiQbryhelp laughln* at the awkward po^M

^U hapteft d^i^. who contini»d «o ibd

||nMe from hit flaii.l<>pe, that^ ^^^"g^j^^S^



Ut |IID1A» ku^
jQcorilfibte nfpum, •nd Uiat he woaU ntbqr
(nM^i tfi iwng tliere all iil|lit dura to give Ibem
fiilHiaiiiontl Arihiog. 1^ ntce(&tit$ of our
fmjior. iiowever, ^oolod bU refcntioeot* and to;-

daced moi to poroiai^ tbeir rrfeaie.

O^ bit imral at Hattrman, the Eorapean
waitad on a Mahometan of rank, who wai tra-

telli^f to Xeflionire/and requeued permiffioo to

tranel in hia fuite^ in order to r^pei the dreaded

attack of the eatortioQate cuftonohoofe oflitert«

frbl^K finee bis departure from Jumbo, had com*,

^led him to pay a fum that was by no meaos
proportionate^ to the flate of bis fipancet/ Zof-

pbucar l(biin» the perfon whom be addrefled*

laadilf granted his petttl^mi^ and ofiered htm;
efOiy pMBble f^aance. Thia Muffnbnan ha^l

h^en fecefitiy etfkptivfed 191 the ferviee of . t|io

ebiefleif iomlKH h^t on the charge of hm de-

fiiult, or mifdemeanor* be bid been diteft^ of
jiis office^ thrown into iblofe eofiinement, and
fub^eded to a Series of torturef^tbat bad at laft

deftro3red bis right band { pfte^ which ftftm
ful^lDgSi^he w» permitted to retire into KaQi-

wire«''y'';. ' " ,
y'f

On the Sgdyonrantbor traY^hid iwelfe~|liite|p

and baited on the Ainnmit of a ilee|i an4 (^folate

moontain. where the aif, in l^elf extreiiid|r

hieabf was r«idered painfiuij coldrbf the ^U m
a hoavy rain, thatcontinued ti)l the neat poorn*

lag. It feems alraoftneedWs to remark, that a

.parlop. tirho ondertakca this joomey, flioold pof*

ftfsa hale and vigorooi conftitotion, atid baVe
fiiQiileot Teft>Ltttion to wean bimfelf efiednaliy

[froaa the de^re ofevery luam^

I
Uv^ day thejourney eontici wholly of6hiQi«

|Mpf^^(liUa^a^d^f^nM^ t|)e^ widi,t|qiEU|l

tcfior
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terrof^apj rapidity. Thejproteaion pt fliirltiiiii

was cc^fpieupofi;^ mnf^t^nid at tbe villag^tflfin-

¥r(6||giti» wBereoor author only pM oHe^ti^fter

of a r6pee to tha coflomboufe* and beiag nif#

confidered ai'an eftabiilhed meinber of the Mlif-

ftttmaD*f familf, be was treated, at tbb other

pUc^ where they halted, with fr^ai dviUfjr.

All the eoflomhoiires on the northerii tfd<<>f Chfe

river Cbinnaun, are In the porciAoa of Kalbl^!-

rians, who have Jfbuhd» in tbeHikiddo diftHAs^a

fecare and profitable retn:ai» from tie a?iirice

fnd oppreffion of their tiilitive gdtbraofi.

On the 25th/ the travellers pfoceetted td^aih

nanl, a fmall village; dapendent 6n'4Caflifi)i^.

J^are they ytftrf accommodatedJn a oodfqtMsv the

lifaal lodaiog ofMahoodetans; ia placea tM ira

not fnppited with earavatiftirai. ' A. coi^fiderable

^quantity of hail and rain having falleti this diy,

Ae rod became lb ilip|)^ ibtt thdir^ogr^
was nptiicb retar^edVandoor author's ihdes* lately

purcbafed^ blegan tc evince fach miirks of di^o-

%ion, that be waa obliged td IslRen them to his

/^t with corii. At thi dtfiati0Ci of fiami^l to

the foutb^ead of BannauJ, they pafled the difi-

iioh 6f tlie Kaihinire territbry/Win^ witbottt the

greater circle of ittoontaflis, " *jrfe rnlera ofidi0i-

inire permit the fertile vii'lfey '6f Binnaol, w\M
is ten or twelve |ntle> inflehgth; to remain irn-

cnltivatdd, that it may not aSbrd either flielter.

'or prptifion to the bor4<^ng Mindod i^atei» i^,
in former periods, have approached the tntc^orj

jades of Kafbmi^, throogh tfaU ^radw ^
^

V Proceeding over a moantaio^'whofe afceilt ill

coippjiteri, in a winding dtrtatdii, at lii till^

!bf^r author reacted the town ofUDnrroo, a fiacil

'of IdttTteeii Mlet. FroHi" the foniiiiit fif
'

-^ afiwcl



. ,u$Mi^t^ 9^, laa

^f^Aljr of i^odk^lifii^/^^
gmiffiiii 10 ,9w mam^f m»o j>«i ipi|g fgm

i^ordfr cilti jmm^ t^sitl^ioiv pf £it f«|dBrt lo

Wjo^jr CM^ to be ateM foiif^gr ,lo |||e i^fe of
thcf >aii^ «| ll^ f$»^fl»,H It a|!fffi4» with «!«^

phift|»>a||bfi$B,|^|iiialt#jranpt t« 1^ fe|^ tbeiv

aioi^thf irf^ll ll^oC|li« Jomiia. .lo tbe:ti^

^ipfp l>f t^liaih Mia «Mu^ lyrmblyjphao
ilj^il W^lb^ ^^^ nN 4|1^ and in ioooto pbpci
imNUilliad with wno^ . From Ihence tolBei*

tifiiiiiif. Ilia foena la ^pgadinlo lofty pilea of

fnoiiialiiit wboie oarioar b|eftl» bardjrferve to

|il|pilii:ga tha (^pendiiM fertile ?al»

fi^f aiiiend fr^ jMU^jfcmt to Bifibn^, wbare
t)M||riMEi^ler ugain maeit Fith fiopendons bills/

?ahiob, witblittIai'iriatio»fkl^ totbe limita

^ Kafl^inira* From Lill |l^ to Kaibmire, tbo

load tended generally to tbe nortb-witA, weft-

nortb*weft, and weft bj nortbf.tbe fides of tbo

inliabited monntains are clothed with varipua

ioril^ of grain, as wheats barley, &c. } rice li alfo

foltivatM in the narrow Talleyv hot not in any
It a conflderablc



IW fokiTllll!t>BAl^Lt

ilii^li^falck fM: ^fwm Mhto thi iMltiiBrt

i»<;blir tbebiUi'm iteteHMled^irltli flMlte.^
d«iitf troe^ koo^ii fii'^«tlo|i(f l^lie •nM^tuM
^tMSeott iSr, •nd ttetween^liMlibo •ttdKidi^
nitiiM nuHiy pUm$ but tbeib g#ir tad^tt^^
oo tbe'imrilkirn fftce^ the monntitoti tlie cl(*

nikta ltteofiil0ttnA^ to firoitt ilid ftt^Met, at

it it too fmi^ i^j^M^Mt* of>efii^iiiidtMA
too ccAj for tbo(^Of i^dia/tboogh wo moi tm^

<^| tii^s whito liflittbO%, iirliicf ar Jottkbo it^

takii'tiii'||rtt^it«;iii4%4#c!o(»fls^^ l%e
THbgef. <^ hiiiDllci^i of tM^Hioiitlitiiiieem l^jp^'

copdH^^W<!biy android Hoihoa, aiid it&kHtp

HH ttkm^^f^eWftfino^fam^ 0(0 in cot in

{^ fii^ (!te OM^a bU^ ilrtt

^er^ «Bat Hr^al^itfdtveitUlto mitbod itf«4^
t^iMrillltili^^Stii^la'fOt^^^^

rd%r^art>f liiiid^, an^^boro Um%l^ ttuikmu

fo^mtt^it#l%f tili^i^^flli% fbimd iitoii|

la^feaptiHtha^biMyh 4li^%i|b iti#to#^l*iidtof

tWfiaiM^t^tkff in BoiNti^i Tbe l^f^lifl
it^^!|b hii depretted tho |ij%«^b of tox%/iild
Yiiarkca ^^if Ob^ae^ ^Itb a rade fitOiTME^itj*

i^hey hivO tio^^m^s building! lor pobKWW
private dfS^; iil«F|^ll^fObfer^o, im tbe poifc^m-
aribe^P|^eii^4^aiA>ffii^, tholb mitiotO ai^d;

refined ceremonlei that are pra&ifed bjr tbo fOu<

tboro Hmdooii;: :

i*M-^'

At
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•«»«»»<««•* that

HMC«wpmniti«dioteiMi aatrtt,MlilMDMsi.

HM«IW.wto»«W8ft<Mlfnrant in tiMiitMof

i»ty.«*dfeew«tlw wfeltrftlieoppMwice»

fcr«|N!, M plwM Wirt, fijkw cMtott ftfiim, a^

. ftlr^P^ **'
*f ****"* ^'V"^^ «^«»rMed from



IwRft damn tiM btcli* iMOMlb • light Ail|» pli^

:i«Mm upocbctt jtud Mfer «tli«lly OMiiQii^:^

ftce. TIm ImmIcii beloofinf ,|o |K«teiiliC^

tiiiAfoB, are kept «Hi prifwit^ minmmmtit^

ttbil pi«6tl«0yin nxcmMiy tkcmr^bf naOii^^jfi^

tlit oreed'of iov«fieii# eHEerdt • ^mng ff^datjl^
ikm, ilumbe concealntent of womea <»l#Jililifr

daft lilM aa cAablillied ottHoin of ilie jiindooi,

^before the mh|tigaiieti of India t0>he.J4atMiinii.

•Ian arms. At iheianie time ii .ipig^anifioaiiicaf-

taia.uiiigemoC iba Hiedoot^ noted in their hi^
rjfi iheogh mom. ob(b(eie, that ihe)»4idiioitmm^
Biicieiit ttittei» confine any ch(Bof^mt,mmmi
.4Mit aa ilTeir maoneis gradually loA their oiaginal

ilmi^eity, in ctMifeqtienQe of the Ininx of weaiyi,

nnd its ooaftaot attendant, luaufjr* the itma*
tioB wai intiodiieed,bf th<e rulerttdfroniitJffiiB

iof inipreaiiig the^popnlooa t^itb.#hiih09 tenaia-

tion for their families. Several apeieni l^lgMi
>dearl)r prove that #oiiifn were •dmiitetl'ipto the

JUndoo aflecnbliefy and often fioflefled an oMeo-
'fijM Aare la tho^government. One |>albiC« ia

fifttcnli^r» ia feen to the biftory of the ceWhl^U^
am» who efipeara to have been a powefM1|m^l

trior, il^at ierves to Ulaflrate thia po^lifln».iiQ;l|

likenaiie to trace to a high foarae, an <»nMit4
j

jnode of trial, formerly etiabltihe^ inBorope* i
'{

To Inttodooe this eaftetn tale to por remiMt
is Booedfary to . remark, that Site |iliii|J^|infin,

)the imaginary deity of the iiindooi» jto»^JMr

with his infeparable aflbciates, Mbah Letcbimyi

land the fnake for theporpofe of ceirreding der-j

tain evils, which had derafiged the world, itf^l
ed.it.^^pedient to perfonily human

,
crfiatpr^!.]

Narraio accordingly aQTiimed tjhe flurUil iFoiiBJ

- «hI



11^ tmrnk, k^*"* 1^
iilril iftpMtnlice of RittI Letchlmf bore ibe cIm-

intef ofWi wife, under the mom of Bmuk Dn
^1 end tiM fmftte wm meuuliorpliored into the

Dnablinoe of Letcbioion, the brotber and com-
Mnioo of R«n. If IbeoM that tbefe perlbaaget

lilted ftedx in tbo foeletiea of the world, iktr

doei any part^of the bitory mention the fedufloo

of Seeibb, bnt, on the oontrarf, jbe ia' reprerented

ai ooiminf Ibrtb on ererx ooeanon #hicli eoold,

witb [nroprietjt alloir of a femrile't interferenee.

A ibmoe of Impoitanee demanding Ram*t fter-

foi(al exertion, no eenfigned hit bride to tl^

chargi Of LBCchimun, with wImno Ihe remained

ftme* time in peace and feeority. At length,

bd#e«Or,a ftiiloot roagidan came that wa?, and

became violently cinamoored'ofSeetab. Tbit mbn
hairing difcovered, bf hit diabolical art, that the

eiret of a woman are eafily enfhared, caofcd a

Inrd of exqolfite beantf* to croft the fight of

Seelab* . Tbit artifice had the dofired effed, for

the deluded, lady tmmedtatelT eoiijoTfd her pro-

it&dr, by every pledge he held dear, by the affeC-

tien bo nore to her, and by bit firiendfliin for bar

infbindy to ptoeam her thli ebarming bird. Let-

Mmiok, eqnilly Iroobled and afioniihed at tbit

mf^i oxpittftted wamly on the impradence of

<IiHttln| her in lb dangerpot a filoation. The
. bj^SfftflOtnagei of the bird, however, bad foef-

iedttalhr filled Iho mind, and daaalcd the jadg-

mebtW Mtab, that file waa utterly iocapabieof

attkiding to the laliltaty coitn^ of her friend.

She declared that ibe'rooft eltlier pofleft the

'ebarming obje^ of her wifliei, or beifome the

'mdft wretched of women } and when Letchi-

^^Mitt 1^^ refftibd t» grant ib peHloat'a

liBfiid^lheilOw into the mod vioient pafiicm,

and•fH-'i



and tfecafed Ubd of the defign of (edodioa,

which ihe alleged to be the reafon of hif mefafiiltQ

leafe her. Letehimuo now cooviDced of the !«•

elBcacy of hii arguments, lod of the ncoeffity of

oompljring with her hainoiir, weot in fearcb of

the bird, but firft drew a magic circle arooad bit

^ir charge* and told her, that no calamity could

belal her while flie continued within the liniici

of that fpace. No fooner had Letchimon, dif-

appeared, t^an the plotting necroroaocer aflon*

CO the appearance of a decrepid old man, andap4
pfoaohed, with a feeble and tottering ^ep, the

fdaoe where Seetah fiood. He then fell, at if

completely exhanfted, to the ground, and earn*

efily requefted her to give him a little water to

quench big thirft, and reftore his Areogth^ The
humatie, but ill-fated lady was touched, widi

cmnpaflion 1 the- fight of the aged mendicasjt,

alod, with a heart overflowing with benevolence,

ihe Hepped beyond the bounds of fafety, and fell

immediately into the power of the deceiver.

Here the ftory wanders into a wide field of fic-

tibnr which tends but little to the credit of itij

author, we therefore content ourfelves with ob*j

ferving, that, after Seetah had been recpvered 1^
her huiband, he commanded, for the removal dfl

his own .private fufpicioos, and for effeduallyj

filencing the tongue of dander, that Ihe 4lloi|klj

be judged by the ordeal trial. This mandate wat]

joyfully received by the heroic lady, who waij

iflopatient to fatisfy her lord, and fo^-eahilflt

' public teft of her puriiy to the world, ^o ae*

oordingly walked undauntedly ^xrtr the burninf

|

iroo« 'f But the feet of Seetah,** fays the hilkori«

•an, «< being fliod with innocence, the fofrfbtogj

heat was to her a bed of flowers.** Waieadil]
. >. joiii
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jotfl%itliMrk Foffter, to bit opinion, that the

fime beodhs may be derived from tbit tale, at"

from tbe pcrafal of tbe Arabian nigbtt, wbere*
miidft tbe olio of genii, talifmant, and demons,

we are enabled to extrad fome joft rekitiooi of

the mannert and difpofitions of the peeple.

There ta another clrcnmlbnce which imajr cor-

roborate the pofition, that the Hindoo ladiea were
not debarred^the fight of men, by ancient ofage.

When a female of the cfaittery, or royal, race waa
Sirriageable, or fappofed to pofleTs a fufScieofc'

ceroment, for fo weighty a tranfadion: ibe waa
oonduded to an apartment, where feveral youtha

of her own tribe were aflembled ; and, on being
fieqnefted to fel^ her fatare'boiband from among
them, Ihe diftingtsifhed the objed of b^r choice,

by throwing over hii neck a wreath of flowen.
It is now neceflary to return to the fabjed of

KaAimire, and to <i?fcribe the natural beautiea

I

of a valley, which may perhaps be juflly flyled,

incomparable, on account of its air, foil, and
{rich diverfity of landfcape*

The northern part of tbe Bannaul hill, alreadf

jnentloned, is about a mile and a half (borter

than the Couthern fide; a difference which arifea

Ifiriely from the declivity of the fouthern face of
Itlie efnin.ence. ' Yet it is clearly evinced by the

Ipredpitated current of the rivers, that the vallejr

KaAmire is confiderably more elevated than
the Punjab plains. Thii height of (ituation, to-

!th€r with theprosimity of fiupendous mooo^
taios, whofe heads are encrufled \i(rith fnow dur-

ing the greater p.irt of the year, imparts a cold*
' to the air of Ksflimtre» which, according to

fH lineof latitude, it.woold not otherwife poflfefs.

Veere Kaug was the ^tSL village within thd

valle/
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?a|k7 wiiere the travellen haltedf 9i4r>finMa
wbeooe, aOer • Arid eigmiDaiian, thmrmpn
permiued lo'paff without moleftatioo. 1^i« fa-

vour, however^ wapcbiedy granted oo accoipiaof

^ulphocar Khan, who was greatly reip^dxMd ky

^%\\ claiOIea of people. Thii perfoo, on aooooot of

the lameneii of hii hand and the infirm flateof.

hit health, was obliged to travel in a litter; a

Ipectei of carriage, different from any that are

ieen in the foathem parti of India. The frame*

conftmAed of four (light pieces of wood, is aboot

four feet aiid a half ian^, and three broad, with

f| bottom of cotton lacing, or interwc^ven capei.

To the outward fides are faftened, with uton

rings, two flout bamboo poles, that pr«je6|t tbr^
feet from the e&d of the frame. The extremi-

ties of thefe bamhooa arejoofely conno^ted bjr

folds of cordf.into which is fixed, by (cloic^y twp-
iiig and binding at the centre, a ilrohg pole, three

feet long, and by thefe poles tb^ (ampan, or litter,

is carried on the ihonlders p( four men$ there is,

however, one great inconvenience attached, to this

mode of conveyance, vis. that it affords do ihcl-

ter againft the inclemency of the weather.

In fome of the difficult paflages on the hilli,

the invalid was necepitated to walk; and it Heeai-

ed furprifing to our traveller, that the bearen
were able to carry the litter^ over them^' The
kafliroirians, who commonly traverfe. this exe-

crabie road, ufe fandals made of firaW rope, as aa

appfbyed defence for their feet, and likewifip/to

fave their (hoes.

In the neighbourhood of Veere Nang, is a tor-

ment of water, that burds with impetuous force,

from the fide of a mountain, and unmediatrlf

;

forms a con|iderable Aream, which unites witli

. . \
'

other
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•Ifief^fnlett to fertilise the cbarming valley of
KiuflimiTe. On the (pot where this water reacfaea

the plaio* if • bafoo^ faid to have lieen oooAroA-
ed bftbe Emperor Jebangttir, for receiving and
difcbarglng the current. This renders the place

eKtremdy pleafant, and a rich variety of trees,

that crowii the border, fervet at once at a fplepdid

enhclliflinieDt to the fceiie» and ao ajluriogre*

treat to the tnhabitantf of that quarter, ww>, in

the fumnier Ceafon, frequently reibrt thither to

enjoy the united chanoi of (hade and water.

The road from Veere Naog leads through a
tonntry exhibiting that Iniuriant flereo^ image-
ry, wbicb is produced 1^ an elegant difpofitioo of
mountain^ valley, wood, and water ; obje6b ever

deligblftil and charming to the fenfible mind, btit

peculiarly interelling at the period of our author's

travels, when the cheerful and viviQring feafon of
fpring embroidered the ground iritfa flowers, in*

vefted the fruit trees with Ibetr root) brilliant

drelf, and called forth to view the matchlefs

beauties of the ihrubbery, a foene fo exquifitejy

beautiful, that no extraordinary warmth of ima-
gination was required, to fiamp on our autborts

mind, the idea of his ftanding on a province of
fai^ land.

On the 26tb of April, the Khan and^ his foit

proceeded to Dorroo, a fmall, but well peopled
town, where they were kindly received by the

chief, and treated in fo bofpitable a maoner^tthat
^r. Forfler no longer remembered the pains of
hb feeti and his compunions thought tbemfelves
well recompenffd for thefatiguesof theirjourney.

Next day they vifited • large town, called If-

laannabad, fituate on the northern 6de of the ri-

verJalum,which here penetrates the mountains in

Vol,. XXIV. S narrow
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narrow openings. The <kreani it abbtfl ^iflilf

Ttrdt broad, in the vicinity of the town, mtd
from tbelevelr farface of the country, haa.n fen*
•tle.cairent. Onr traveller and hit ad[bcia4ea liai

hired t boat, to proceed from hence to the ciif

of kalkniire, bat their progrefs was unespe^ted*

ly retarded, by the arrival of a writteiv order«

iphlch reqnired them to remain at Iilaaniabad»

ontil a padport (hould beobuioed from the cotutk

This check infofed a degree Of gloomioe(s into

every breaft, and rendered their fituation alnioft

wretched. The boat, in which they had emb^fk-
ed, was extriemely fmall, and fcantily cov^#ed

with a thin mat/while the wind and current^
in agalnll them, and a heavy rain completely

drenched the bedding witb water. The receipt

of fo unfeafonable a mandate greatly forpriM
the little party, as they had, during the day, of>

copied a public place in the town, where Zalphii"

car Khan had informed feveral' perfons, iir tbe

courfe of converfaiion, of his intention to depart

in the evening. But the rellridion, in all proba-

bility, was iflued by the governor, in refentmeot

of the khao*8 not viBting him; and it operated

fo ftrongly on the minds of the inhabitanu, that

even the children, who a few hoars before had
treated.- the Grangers with ^udied kindnefs and
refped, now palfed their quarters without the

ffhalleft token of attention.

In every part of the babit;tble globe, the loft of
j

power, and even the frowns of fortune, too fre-

quently caufe the defertion^of thofe, who, io the

langoage of m^kind, are denominated friends $

but Che angry, or averted looks of a monarchy are I

ever faithfully copied by his courtiers. Thin ob-

fervation it coniUatiy vert^in Afia, where th«

d €QiirticrJ
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wmmhft who hat unbappiljr roofed the indigna^

lioii ol faia maft^, becomes immediately the obr

jeAol general eontempt, and all nen feem to

iiwi hiop, aa if hjr iotottive knowledges. ^ A re*

treat,** faya our author, <* it hot rardf nude by
an A6otie Waterman, who ufuallf clofea hia poll*

Ileal career in a dnogeoo, or on a lealRold.

After a delay of three dayi^ ZttliM^ucar Khan
ahiatned pcrmiflioo to proceed to thedty^throngh
llie friendly interpo6tion ofjhe dewan,*tr prioct*

pal officer of the governor oC Kafliaaii^* who had
fficaroped in the vicinage of Ifloamabad. Thia
ptrfou, remarking the whitenefo of oar iothpr'a

Ain, madie i'ome enquiries into the natnrft of hia

piewfl and oocopaiions. Mr. Forflef told him»
that be was a Turk, travelling towards his^ows
ciwntry., by -the route of Ka(hinire» which he had
taken, in order to avoid the territories of the Sio-

ipies. Thin (ate was favourahlf heard, and. the

4Mirrator reeeived a cordial aflfnraiice^of every re*

^Btfite aSiftancei 'ft rs-

Tb^ travellers being dtreded to form a part of
At dewan's dnmeAtc fuite, thi^ proceeded by
water, on the 3d of May, to the village Bhytee-

four^ 6tuate on the northern bank of the Jalum.
^hd weather was extremely pleaiant, end the

charmingappearauc^of an eattenfive plain*arow4|-

ed with a» abondance lof cocn^ fpotted wiyiipo-

piilous villages, and enlivened by the mellt:0nobav

harrobny of a ibou&nd feathered fongfiers^ in^
preti(ed the contemplaiive bund with equal ddr*

light and admiration.

In the neighbourhood of Bbyfedpour are fdtto

lereatnsof a Hindoo temple, which though great-

ly injured by the ravages of tiifie, and the mor<b

dcAiiidive efiihufiafro of Mahometan bigotry*

flUl
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Aill retaiot etrideiit markt bf a fuperior Ufte^mi
fcalptore.

The dewviir with Zulpbncar Khao, pvoooiBded

on tbeAth lata the interior of the coaiitry, and
direded onr author to wait for them at the umtt
of Pamper» tea milea fiirther down' the river* whi-
ther an order waa* fent refpediog his acGommo*
dation. Thta perfon, who was of the Hindoo
ik6t, poffefled a more excellent, difpofition than
is ufuallf found among the natives of his coon^
try ; his domeftics #ere governed with reafooa*
ble temperanoe and hamanity ; his eompamoi|s
rejoieed in the partidpation of his affability and

foiiod humoori and, in fliort; his defiortment feem*
ed onlform^f pleafing and benevolent to all elafles

of people.

On the 7th» the dewan arrived at Pamper^
whence Mr. Forfter was conveyed td the city in

i boat*, which, thoogh deemed faperb in Kafli^

mire, wpold nnt have been difgi^aoBd in the Na-

tion of kitchen tender to a Bengal badgero.^ The
connlry being interfered with numerous dreams*
that nre navigable for fmall veflfels, a confvdera^

ble advantage would certainly refalt to it, from
the wiater conveyance, if the fpirit of the people

^was not fo completely broken by the miferable

policf of the Afghan government.
^ The city, which fbrmerly bore the name of Si-

Yingnagbnr, but is now known by that of Kaih-
•mire, extends about three miles, on each fide of

the Jalum« over which are eroded feveral wooden

' * The bolts iff KafliiDire are long and narrS)^, ^nd are

rowed with paddles. From the ftornto the centre, a lik

pt mats is extended, for the (helper of paiTengera or nier«

cbandile.

bridges^
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•f two piilet. 1^ boofet' !« Jigbtly lmih» of
Mdi'sM niovfiw* w^« bKgtf propbrttoo of tim*

, %sff. Qo « ilfliidiiig "^rM^ of tivMl 4t Jotd a oo*

f«ififigiOf ftfiecortb, which dcfcokb the Mldri^,
lnMii< iho bMvy fnowt that fall In the wti^tcf fca-

leit^Midiii ftfinliier' ll^<oiiiiiiilnicatet^« rfefrefli»

iii|> €do}n4A», whtn ihotiemiicei ore plontiBd with
o.^tnety o^ iowort, ond biihibitr at « dMaiico,

the iriow of on €l(tg«At)y«diveriilied portorre.

The Itreets *ro. exfremoljp tianroiw^ and ehohed
wiib eh^ 61th^ fhte iivhahilMtti Uhere are no
mtbHc baiMinfi %v>ortby oinmnitK though tbo

SadMlii^anift' bouft bf ^a wooden niofqoe, called

the Jumah Muffid, faid to have been oiie^ted bj
one of Ibe enriperorf ttf Hindoflan.

' The fobihdar, 01^ gorernor, of Xalbmire, n>>

iidea in the fortreilof $bere Ghar, fitnalc in tbo

Hbtb'-e^ft ifoaa^ier of the dtf, where nnift^f bli

ofie^ and foftiiets^ove ii^tewife ftationed.

'ITbe b^e^ts which Ihiierty deiirei fron a
tsM, fa)iibrioiia air, and * tifet lowing sroin^i*

<HfelV thfonigh Hft^centve^ ere greatly aUojred by
theWdeanlinert'of^^hiepeople, and |tt confined

Uifii^nidkion; Some'Covered, floating bathi, ran-

ged along ttie fide' of the ri^er>-give the chief

tjgfiimony of order or tiOfiNrenien^*^ Thefe bathi

iro eflfentialljr neceflafy t^r^e Indian MaflUmen,
who^ fibni the 'natnreof their dimate» and tbo

f>reGep)tdf "their re)iglon« are oompelled to make
freqaent ablations^

'

The Dally or Lake, of Kafliinire, jafily cele«

bleated for its beanties, and the plea fure it yieldt

to the natives of the country, 'extends In an oral

circumference, of five or fix miles, from the

fiorth-eafi quarter oif the city, and joins the rivier

'S3 Jalaro»
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JaiuiD, by a narrow chaniMl* near the ibbmlw
On tbe enfrancOf to the eaftward, it a detached

hillt where ibne pioat Blabooieun bat dedical^

ed a tempk to the great king* SoIimdob, w\mik
roemorf it highlf Teoen^ed bj the KjifhniiriaM»

Tbit eminence, calkd the Taoht Sulimao* ftMrmt

o^e fide of a grand portal to the takeji and on
the other ftandi a lower hilly elegantly clothed

witb gardent and orchardt. The north^n fiew
of the lake it terminated, at tbediftanoe of

tweWe milet, by a detailed range of moantaint^

ihiit ilope from the centre io ^ach angle} and t

from the bade a fpaciout and verdjiiit ^in^ ea«

tendt with a gentle declivity to the brink at
the water. -•

^^4^-;^',i.h.\ >:> . ,
- < . -v

In the centre of tbit plain it a large! garden*

called the Sbalimar, faid to have beeip conftrod-

ed by one of the D^K emperon. it itaban«
dantly ftocked with froit treet atid flowering

ihriifH and embelliihed with a charming canals

above which are we&ei, on archet, at fnitiblo

diftancet, four or fivefi^tt of apartmentt, each
containing an elcganit falmQin, with foar roomt^at

tbeanglet, where the foUowert of the court al*

tend, and the fervants ^prepare fherbet> coffee*

and other refreAunantt. .The frsCme of tkff

doort, in the prtiicipal faloon, it foro^d ofblack
flone^ variegated with yellow linei^ and cf a
clofer grain and higher pollih, than por|)hyry.

The canal of tbe Shalinpr it confimded of

mafonry, at far as the lower pavilion* frooi

whence tbe ilreamjs conveyed to the |i|fce,

through a bed of earth, ibaded on either fid< by

fprcB^iog treet< Tbe other fidet of the lake are

occupied by gardens of an inferior deferiptton*

jScvi^ral fmall iflandt/ eiljierging from the waiter.

. * .
' have



hmns plenfing eff«^ m»idil Um bd^uties of tli#

ksnpi. » One of them U q||led the Qtifr ^^iiaqr,
m At Orieiiul VUncpfnom beving at ««cli of ihf
•HgWt a plane trees rbi;|t one of thefe nataral or*
naineota hat sone io ilecay» and a i>avUtoii, lor*

nerljr ereded ta the cepi^ylt ni>w in mini..

fTathe aaft and welibf the town, the environfm Uttd out in pKvate gardens, which afiord »
jpleafant netreat to the ioubiuntt. Tbatffpecica
of the plane trae» called tha FlatantM Orientalih

|ft|(»td:to anive aia grcf^^flgfiee of pcrfedioiii

in Kaflupi^ej ihaoin anjr otlier.eoimt^. It ge«
naralhr groii^».t0 thf, fi^ of^«iHoak^ a
|bra>|^hl, ^ner;lrttn^ifrtilia filver-cc^^rfd har^}
in^iti Iea|»ffefeafiuifig8»e>len4ed^ ha^d, is.of 9
pk^ gneen, Tke appeamce. of IhU trce« wfc^
in /«1I foliage,> Mgi^ii^
itsifunhrafa affsras a rffl^ej^iing A^l^ft^<M» tho
ipllifliein^ofnoQQ. ,^tt^|MnQfiit|9^Viag«ti|blil

{Nr)DdQi^i^9^Kaihi|iue> thfir^fa.iDQ(|,bejoli9*a4
HI ll^ firft ranl^ pi its fairiiUance aB4 delipalu

]i|Bi^^^«)miQOg beeo.pipf^|)tal,amQi|g.|be Qria

ff^^f^^'^^^* .^^'!il^! ^ jafily l^d^ia tho
ejlitapation. !X'he feafon, wJiaiiliii Jove-

1^ '$ijn0ct%Ji;A unfo^i |ta charms to t^ anuour*
fd a^hjrr, U celebntiBi mtb great fefli^vUy bjr

lh|C|^i^ibniirians» who refpct in cro^d# lo th^

idjfjoeflit gardeat^ apd» tltrpw^pg afi(|e tl»^ exter

r'vof gravity^ which oooftitotat the grand part of
the J^ahoimeitan charadcr, enter into fcepea ,of

pl^alaife and gaiety* rarely known among other
A/iaiic nations.

The form of the valley of Kaihrotre is ellipti*

cal, and its extent* in a winding direction, from
the routb-eaft to the nortb-weft* is about ninety

miles.

i
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fiitl«l. Itwidmt grsdoalTy to liUamabad^^M^
iti %fM4tli It ftmf aA\th wbieh it e«Mitfntted(

wltH tHtti Tpfktion* to th« tciwti of Satii|ifn^, ft.

tnate tiveiity^ife milei td'tlie weftwtrd df thi

oitf. FroiMt^tfiiipre* tbi^ hioniitaiht, by a nirtti.

ral ineUnatfoii to tlie weftwah), come to a point*

•ttrd form the boandaiy between Kaibmire and
the territory of Moaaaffeiiibad. The other Ifl

mitt of Kammtre arcr, the mouiitaint of Thrbet,
on the north and 'iiorA-i»ft; Kltbt^waf, on tho
ibath4afl and fo^fif and IVoonty, H^Hh (brae

oither independent i^RHifta, 6n the'roothv#^.
' About eigbt^itffl^'^ot^wtfft^afddf^b^e^^l
thM) lallfm tiinitli'Wtli 1 IhninHvieir; halted tM
Ghote, ^tl* Imte Sdikd/ #Uieh it raid td ariOs

fVdm the l%i(>ef nfimmfilfit^^ it the diily

The ^mw iH^Kgmmk Ixslng 'geiii^lljr^ta t,

Id the ntti^ei. Wlh^ ba^ df^he ^ori^ii^
oMliytfalnk^he land^lt^li^thed Mtb'vf^
yaf, ii^^<ii^HoaM dth^ gtajht. ' kn e^mtiit fpik

det ef^hfffern isalfo ptckiupfd iii thit qWai:f<5fi

anIHfNif mo^tibint contdii ""fbfite^^^ ^eint

of ]i^n. ' BSit^«h* opnli&icJF and teld^iur lif

Ka(hi^ti^ are fottnded islii^fonHt^m#mtfie|iti
. of ma#fi; ^h'^h iiii(^btin^ivim»; ii«%moft
ieitdufivel)^ Thewbd dftbeieliilWliislnr^
from dtfiHat of Thibet* 1H% at the diflance'til

Avionlh*8 journey to the norlhward. In cof^r
it originally of a daric grey, and if it blackec^m

, Kaihmire, by a preparatio'n 6frice flcfiir. ^- Wlett
fpan into yarn, tt it ftainM with fnch colonrt as

are fnppofed mo^ likely to pleafe the parcfaafer;

pki, after being woTej^ the piece is onc^ waflied.
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ThrbordBr.'wIiidi ufuaUf c&btbiti di?eritx of
i$unM tnd eolonriy it joined to ibe iiMwk, after

lM>riail*ioii} bat is fo delicate a iiMiniier, • noi

to be ^foernible. Tbe Ibawlt ofnallf coafift of
ibree (aet» two of frbieb« via. tbe loo| and tbe

inall fqoare oiie« are oommoolx nlcd in India)

tbe otber, very long and narrow, witb a ooolider^

aUe. ani^rnre of back in tbe colonrs, it worn as

a girdle by tbe nortbera Afiatict. '

t

A wine, refembling tbat of Madeka, ii made
la Kalbmire, wbicb, if properly ripened by age,

Voold poifeff an eicellent quality*' A fpirituooa

bipior is alfo dfftilled from the grape, in wbicb,
together witb the wine, tbe nativca, of ereiy
dais, indulge freely*

Writing paper* of a fopenor quality, is fabric

rated by the Kaibmirians, who formerly derived

a very con£derable profit from their exfenfive

traffic in this article, as was Ukewife the caia

witb ibeir Ifcquer ware, cutlery, and fugars)

9n^ tbe quality of thefe roanufaifturea clearly

evinces, that there are few attainments of art

thefe people wckild not acquire, if tbey were
but governed by wife and liberal princes. But
the heavy oppreflions of tbe government, and
the auremitting rapacity of the^bordering fiatea,

have rednced the commerce of^KafUmire to a
weak and declining ftate, in proof of which por
lition, the natives theinielves«lfert, that tbe pro**

viece now contains fewer (bawl looms, by twenty-
lour ihourand, than were employed dunng their

fiilsje^^ to the Mogbnl dominion. There arc^

ftowever, ilill to be fee^, In Kafhmire, mercbanta
and commercial agents.pf moil of tjie. principal

cities of northern India, Tartary, Perfia, and
Xiifkey, whti^at the^^me Uin^^ ini^reyff) their

fortunes.
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foftttnaii tnd tnjoj tbeplearnret of • dimitt Mil
toanttf, where natore beftowther richeft/i^onii

with • rmdf nd aofptring bsod. ,

The Kaflnnirient are ftout, well-proportioned,

•nd, €DnfideriDf the lituatioD of tneir coantrjr,

which Ilea in the tbirty-foorth degree of latitude,

they may be called a fair people ( and their wo*
inen, in Ibnthem France or Spain, would be ao-

coilnted bmnettet. Mr. Former, however, fof*

fered a fenfiUe difappointment, in refpedpf their

ladies, whofe charma had been exaggerated in

the defcription which he had reieeiyed of them*

He law, ind(^* forae of their female dancen^
moft ce^brated for their beauty and the aktne*

ttont of their profeffion; but their Teaturrt were
broad, and tlieir figure coarfc} and> though their

complexion- it tolerably good, they are greatly

forpafled, in perfbnal «ccompli(hroenti, by the

womei^ of the weftem provinces of India.

The drefs of the men confi^s of a great wool-

len yft^i with wide ileeVes; a facki> wrapped in

federal fdds, round the middle} and a large tur-

ban, awkwardly placed bh the head. Beneath
the veft, a kind of ihirt and drawers are worn, by

by the more opulent, but the lower cUfs of peo*

pie have no under garment. Their native garb,

the caft of their countenance, and the form of

their beards, are calculated to imprefs the ^rin*

ger with the idea, that he has arrived among a.

nation of Jews. This feems to have been* the

cafe vith Mr. Bernier, who has attempted, bf
the aid of fome proofs, more fpedoua tnan .|ub'

ftantial, to deduce their origin from the Jc^lb
tribes that were carried into captivity. .

J

The female dreft is equally inelegant with]

that of the menrand itcomqoiently adapted taj

« obrcttie
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charmt. Their ootward»aod» freqttaofl)r« their

•oly gannept) eoofiAa of a ootioo rohe^ that ia

ktnuei Mkt a loog> lopfe Ihirt. Oter their hair^

which falls in a.fingle braid, thej wear a clofe

cap, ef crimfoB cloth, enwrcathea, at the lower
edge, with a fmall turhao» and laAened with a
ihort knot. 8ucL it the ofual apparel of the

ordinary women, who are permitted to appear

io public; but the ladies of rank are carefully

c^Dcesled from the mre of obfervatiooi nor is i%

c^nfitient with the uuice of any Mahometan na«

tion, even to fpeak of the female part of a refped*

•hie family.

In their difpofitsons, the Kaibmirjans are gay
and lively» with ftrong propenfities to pleafure.

None are more eager in the accomolation of
richetj or defire a greater ariety of luxurious ei«
pences. When one of the pooreft of the .people

finds himfelf poffefled of about t^n ihilliiigs, he
iinroediatel)r aflembles his friends, and folaces

himfelf with the pleafures afforded by the lakoi

till he hss expended the laft fsrthiog. Nor can
sU the oppreffions of a defpotic government era^

dicate this fpirit of diffipation, though their man-
acts hisve indeed fuffered a material change,
tince the difmembcrment of their country from
Hindoftan.

The laogusge o^ Kaftimire feems evidently to

ksve fprung from the Sanfcrit fiock, and is fimi"*

Isr in found to ti^at of the Mahrattas. It is^

lM>,wever, mme harlh, which has probably indn*
eed the inhabitants to coropofe their fongs in the

frrfict or to adopt thofe of the Perfian poets.

I

Yet, notwitbdanding the difagrecable tone of
their fpeech^ there ts fcarcely a natke of the

country*
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coontrf, fr6m the moft ancient to the yontlai^

who bat not • tafle for mufic.
' The reirenae, colleded from this prorinoe^ ia

the reign of Arnngzebe, was eftimated at three

and a half lacks of rnpees; bat «t the ^ireient

time not leTs than twenty lacks are eatorM bf
the rapacious Afghan governor, who, in eafe h«
tribute be not regalarly remitted to obart, is al-

lowed to execute every a€t of violence with in*
punity. This hardi feverity has greatly afieded

the de|iartment of the Kaflmuriaos* who liere

formerly volatile^ profofe, and IcqtiaciotM} but

are no.w difpirited, mean, flovealf^ and averfe

from communicating even ordinary intellifeiioe.

' Our author, during bis refidence in Kanmke.
frequently witneflfed the cruel treatment which
the lovirer clafs of people received from their naf*
ters, whofe commands were ufually accompanied
with a blow of the fide of their hatchet, a wea-

pon ufed by the Afghans as a battle-axe. Yet,

while humanity recoils from this aogentle ufage.

the various teflimonies given of the depravity of

the ftifTerers, are almoft fuffideitt to obiiterats

every idea of compaffion on their behalf. They
are colieftively deicribed, by our author, as the

moft vicious body of men that he ever knew|
and -he feems to lament, that a conftant exhibi-

tion of their enormities, held out to him for near

three months, with little relief, has capacitated

him to draw fo unfavourable a pi'fture of any

human beings.

The charader of a Kafiimirian is ^noft confpi-

cuoufly difplayed, when invetted with official

power. He then becomes intent on immediate

aggrandizement, without forming any limits toj

lus anibiiiotts defigos* Arrogant and rapadoutpl
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htt aAiont are compered of cruelty, treachery,

and the effeds of that deceit which rulea predo*

minant in the breaft of a coward. He ia like*

wife tickle in his connexions, and implacable in

bis Anmfiy} alike regardlefs of bit own honour,

and the peace' or welfare of his countrymen.

To defcend to the commonalty of the people, thc^

are Co wbimBcaUy curious, that, if a trivial quei-

tion is alked them,' its purport and intention arp

enquired into, with a ftring of fimple interroga-

tories, before they- vouchfafe a proper itnfwerj

and even a Ihopkeeper will feldom acknowledge
the poflefliion of any article, till he hat learnt the

intention of his cuflomer, refpeding the quantity

that may be wanted.
In examining the 6tuation in which thefe peo-

ple are placed, with its train of relative etfeds, a
Ipeculative moralift may difcover one of the priu*

cipal fources from whence tbis lingular difpofi-

tton and caft of manners has arifen. He will

readily perceive, that the petition of their coun-
try, the nature of the climate, and their rich and
abundant prodrdions, all tend to contaminate
their inclinations with luxury and eflfeminate

pleafure; and he will, at the fame time, be aware
of the neceffity of a religious or moral fyftem, to

counterad thefe caufes, and to imprefs the mind
with fentiments of virtue, juftice, and humanity.
But neither the religious nor moral precepts ofthe
Muflulmeo are calculated to work fuch happy
elfeds; as, inftead of inculcating the principlea

I

of reditude and phiUnth/opy, they teach the
miHaken zealots to regurd ihefairrft portion of
|th« creation with abiiorrence, and to perfecute,

with the mod unrehniing cruelty, the inbabit-

Uoittoi every nation, whirh r^jc^s the grofs ab-

Vol. XXIV. T furdilica
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furditiei of ibeir pretended propbeU Seei.ii^

then the natives ot Kaibniire prefidiog at the

Ibaotain-head of pl^nrure, neither checked bjr

apy precept, nor guided by any example of vir-

tue* he will not 1^ furprifed to find them aluin-

doning then^felvei to the giratifieatiop of their

own aomly and inordinate dafirea.

The army of Kaftimire confifts of about three

tbonfand borfe and foot, chiefly Afghans. The
Datives of the province are indeed averfe to a mi-
litary occupation,; *and it is an eftabliihed rule in

the Afghan government, to refufe the admittaiioe

of a Kafiimirian into their army. ,At the period

of our author's, travels, the troops bad recdved
little pay for two years, and many of tbem« for

want of a better fubfidencc, were compelled to

live on the kernel of the fingerab, or water-ttuti

which abounds in -the lakes of the country*

On Mr^Foriler's arrival at the city^ he was ac-

commodated with a lodging, beneath the hofpi-

tableroofof 2}ulphucar Kban, with whom he had

determined to remain ; but, being urgently preff-

ed to remove to the houfe of a Shech Mirza, the

brother of bis Jumbo hoii, be was compelled to

quit the friendly Khan, of whom be fpeaks in the

following refpe^ful terms :
*' His father, having

filled fome important flations in the uppef part

of India, at the time of the Afghan and Sicqoej

invafions, Zulphucar Khan had acquired a coo-:

verfant knowledge of the motives that aduatedj

the different parties ; and his remarks on the va-

rious events of thofe times, denoted 9 found dif-

cerning judgment, little heated by prejudice, or I

fettered by the narrow precepts that ufually fway

the mind of a Muifulman. He (lri6lly obferved

the formalities of his religion, with an apparent

coDvidioaj
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ooDvfAion df iheirjpropriety, and though he daily

witoefTed nay omimon of the icoOomary devotiona

ofMs family* he neither remarked nor cenfared

it.-

' At Sheich Mirta's, onranthor was received with
all thofe fpleadid offers of friendihip, and all that

warmth of protetlation, w*bich forms the common
burden of Afiarie languages but which, in rea-

lity* goes for notlffng. It feemo tHat the brother

at Jumbo had repre^nted Mr. Porfier aK an opu-
lent merchant, who would produce raflch profit

to the houfe, and this oh}p6t occafioned that pro-

faA6tk of eivitity* which commenced with em-
bracing his legs/and ended in walhing bis beard

with rofe-water. Nor did (he officious (heich

relax in his wearifome attentions, till Mr. Forf-

ter tvld him plainly, that his bufindfs required

him ter^proceed, without delay, t5 KabuK The
arHtil of a nierchant from jConOantinople com-

fM^ 6m authors relief, for his hoft bad then

ottl^iAjIre to fpeak a civil fentence to any one $

and as he found himfelf deceived in Bia pecuni-

ary expedations, he wa^ peirfedly indi^erent to-

wards his gued, on whonir he had lavi&ied foch
abundant careffes.

Having fatislied his CUriofity in the famous
city of Kafhmife, our traveller refumed bis jour-

ney, on the litb of June, and arrived the next
roorntng at Sompre, a poptilous town on the eaf-^

tern fide of the Jalum. Here he continued for

dboat three hours, wliile the riding tackle, which
was all of cordage, underwent (bme repairs, and
then proceeded to the village Markore, where he
obtained a lodging in a mofque. .

- Continuing his route through the hamlet of
Rourree Dana, fHuate three miles wi(l)in the li-

mita
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mitt of the province* be reached Doombah on
the 14tfa. In the vicinity of this village, the

boundary of Kaihmire is terminated by a low
thi^k wood, ikirted by a rivalet, and on the other

£de it a lofty range of mountains, ftretching to

the north and fouth, and partially covered with
fnow»
At Noufere, which was the next ftage, a part

of the road led over the brow of a fteep, craggy
moontain» while the river Muzzafferabad ran;

along the foot of the eminence, with great rapi-1

dity, and broke* upon the numerous iufulated

rocks that impeded its progrefs, with a noife like

thnnder.

At Paunch Graum the road was flill more dif-

ficult, the extreme fieepnefs of the mountain
having obliged the natives to form a path of
planks, fupporte^ on projeding beams, for the

accommodation of foot palTengers ; horfes are

fent by another tra£^. This path had been fo>

cently repaired, by order of a Mahometan men-
dicant, who had applied the favings of charity to

this excellent purpofe, and to the eredion of a
fmall building on the hill^ for the refreihment of

exhauOed travellers.

On the 17th, our author arrived at the town
of MuzzuiFerabad, fitoate on the eaiiern bank of

the Kiflien Gunga. It is fmall, but very popu-
Jous, and is the refidence of a chief, who, after

prefenting his young relations with the greateft

portion of his territory, referved this town, with

a diftrid yielding one lack of rupees, for his own
fubfiileiice*

Croiiing the river next morning, Mr. Forfler

met with a (hawl kafilah, proceeding to Pelhoor,

whom he accordingly joined. A ferry-boatj ufed

at
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at thii plioe^ it frecyoeotty da(hed to pieces bf
Ibe foroe ol* the current, ind a rocky ihore ; and
as this was the cafe at otr 8Qtbor*s arrival, he
was Deeeffitated to imfs over a bridge of ropes,

abouC <^ne hundred yards in length. Aflrong*
rope» fattened to wt)odeu pofts on either ihore^

has a certain number of carved pieces of wood,
refembling oxen yokes, attached to it, and the -

fides of' the yokes, being embraced by fmaller

rppes, aflrord- a hold to the paflengers. From the

limits of Kaflimire to Muzzufferabad, the road
inclines to the fouth-wef), andleads of'er a mo<lkn«

tainous country, thinly interfeded with abrupt
Talleys.

On the 20th, the kafilah entered Dunnee, a
fmaU viUage>on the bank of a narrow, rapid rire^,

that fitflls into the Kithen Ganga. Here th<c t^a-

ellefs were delayed until the inhabitants had
conftruAed a bridge 6f two entire beams, at the

dtft^ce of three feef afunder, with aninterflice

of planks f(toUfed by t^ord^e. The perfomiahce
•f this fatiguing work was chiefly expedited by
|be chief q^ thediftri6i in" perfon, who, notwith-

ftandiii^ l^s Advanced age, maiiifefted a great

fliare of good temper, united with a fui^rifing

ibare of perfeverance and a£tivity.

- On the 39th, the travellers encamped on the

fammitof a mountain, in the diflridHiof Jiddoon,

governed by a Patau chief. On a fteep and flip*

pery pari of this hill, Mr. Former's horfe tum-
bled, and had he not luckily caught a branch of

a tree, that hung within reach, he muft inevita-

bly have been thrown down a ^ofty declivity. Id
the courfe of the night be experienced fomecon*
fiderable ioconveniencies, as his baggage was
thoroughly drenched by the xw, and neither

Ta fuel



fuel nor ws^ler could \k fouud. At leoglb^^owf.

ev^r» tbefe etDbarraflinenti were obviated by an
a£livQ i^ttendant, who brought tbele requifite ar*

ticies from a long difiance* and prepared feme
mutton bruth, which aiforded an e&celknt regale

to the hungry and corofortlefi party.

']^ext day they proceeded to a fmall town, called

Maiighellee, the rehdeuce of the cbiqf of Tid-^

doon } tber6 they were obliged to halt for an^ef^

cort, and adjul^iaig the profpc^t of certain d^tif^i*:

till the 4ilv of July, when they continued their

rotate to 2)iLiieainut, or Enayet Serau, a fortified

village^ ,witb a caravaufera, fituate on the weft-

em boundary of Janoul. Finding that the lia<r

filah would be detained Tome days at tbia place*

and thence proceed to the town of Bvir* where
another long delay would, in all probability* be.

occafioned, Mr; ForAer refolved to profecnte bi»

journey, in company with the proprietor of hia

fleed, by a i^earer.routq. They accordingly tqplc

le^ye of the mierphants on the ytbj and after pafl^

ing the Tyrhone, diftr^s, without nioUsftattpn,»

arrived in the -eveningi at the fort of K(^te, which,
together with the adjacent diftri£^, is held by a

Nujjeeb Khan* , ,^ > ^n ?r

Next morning they refumed their joiim^» in

tolerable fpirits, enjoying the idea of having.^uit-
' ted a party ^ho greatly impeded their progrefs,

and the hope of pafling expeditioufly through a

country frequently infiefted by banditti. T;i<fe

agreeable tbough t9 were, however, foon dlfpelled,

by the intelligence of a troop of horfemen, who
were preparing to follow, and defpoil them of

their property. It waa now agreed, that they

fliould immediately return to the fort, whence a

meflengcr was difpatched, to crave theprotedion
of
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1

of t neighboariDg Seid» vrho had acquired a
great influence in that quarter. The petittoa

proved rucceftful, and our author went to es«
preTi bit gratitude, in perfon, for fo opportune
and -benevolent an afliflance. On bit arrival at

theScid'a refidence, he found him jreclined, at hia

elifii» in the midft of an umbrageous grove, and
attended by a number of boy$, ibme of whoio
were/raifiog arti6cial zephyrs around him, by
aoeana of their fiios, while others were gently
^bbing bis body. His manners wei% ftrongly-

ikiarkod with that fuperiority, ufually a£iimed by
the fappofed deicendanta of Mahomet, on ac-

count of their rank and lineage ; yet he was not
dtfictent in urbanity, nor dtd he refufe fome
fmatl prefenta, that were offered with the moft
profound refped. The authority of this perfon-

age was fo univerfally acknowledged in the fniw

rCtundhtg diftrtd, that the travellers were fafely

efcorted by a tingle domeftic, to Moorree, a fmall

v^age, depepdent on the Harbarry territory,

wbece they received the agreeable tidings, that a
PeflKmr kafilah had departed, on its way home^
a lew hours previous to their arrival.

Early on the morning of the 9th, they quitted

Moorree, and, after travelling fome hours, oyer a
gloomyand uncultivated trad,they joined thePtef-

hour company, with whom they proceeded to Hy-
der Banghee, a populous village, and 'from thence
to Bazzar, tituate about three quarters of a mile
from the weftern (bore of the river Indus.' The
flream of this river was rapid, with a firong undu*
lating motion, and about a mile in breadth, where
not interrupted by iflands. The water was greatly

difcoloured by a fine black fand, and was fo ex-
tremely cold^ that our author, in drinking it» ex«t

perienced
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perienced an ' mfuffenible^in in hii teeth. At
tb^ paflage were embarked, feveoty perlbni ia

one boat, with Tome horfeii> and a large quantitjr

of mercbandife. Tbis ht^vy lading, witb tbe

fw(;li of the current, and tbe timidity pf the paf-

fengeri, occaHoned much peril and delay.

The roAd, inclining tathe footb-weft fromMot^
saflferabad, led oar traveller tbroogb tbe moan-
tains to tiie upper part of tbe Punjab, near Nbea*
mut Serau, from whence to Kote, tbe country ia

diverfified witb hill and dale j ^t after^rda it

is plain, and lightly embelliflied witb woodi.
Tbe inhabitafUs, chieAy Afghans, refide in fmall

forts, or walled villages, and are ib extremely
difiroAful of each other, that an individoal 'fel-

dom ventures abro^id. The predatory incvafioni

of tbe Sicques, in the Attock and adjacent dtf*

Iri6^s, ufually dedroy the produce of this quarter

i

and a dry feafon, preceding, that of MrrForftec^i

travels, bad given it the appearance of a defert.

Continuing their journey through AkoflAa
Pieer Pyah, and Kalaiah, they arrived, oin the

14th, at the large and opulent city ofPelbour,
governed, with its dependent didji^s, by an Af"
gban officer, whofe remittance of revenue to the

capital, is about feven lacks of rupeea. From tbe

Indus to Pefliour, tbe road has nearly a welt and
by fouth dire6kion. The city is faid to have been

founded by the celebrated Acbar, who, feeing the

Afghans averfe from the occupations of oom*
merce, and from retidiog in towns, invited the

inhabitants of the Punjab, whether Hindoos or

Mahometans, to fix their abode in his new fettle-

ment, where their defcendants have roolti-plled

greatly. From aAvell-cbofen fltoation, that unites

Perfia and Afghaniftan witb India, as^ if by a

{ commercial
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cbmmefdHl chain, Peihonr has become a mart of

great importance, and' the reiidence of opglent

merchants, particotarly (bawl dealers, who are

here enaUea to make the moft adfantageoas

porchafei, without experiencing the tediom and
iocqrrtng the danger attendant on the route of

Kaihmirfi*

The heat at Peihonr is To intenfe that, daring^

the fanmier feafon, the atmofphere becomes al-

laoft inflanaroabl^ j yet the inhabitants are uni*

v^rfally bleffed with good health, and are feldom

attacked with epidemical diforders. The mar-
kets are well fuppKed with excellent provifions^

but travellers experience a ^reat inconvenience

from the want of a Caravai^tera, as there is no
iuch place of accommodation in the jcity. Mr;
Fprfter deemed bimfelf fortunate in procuring

admittance into an old mofqoe, where he conti-

nued for feveral days» in a lUte of unremitting

perfpiratton^ which gave rife to the following

occurrence : Having converted part of his pro-

perty fli Ka(bmire into a bill of five hundred ru-

pees, that was feoured in a catsivafs girdle, our au-'

tbor happened to examine the condition of tbia

paper, when he found the writing fo completely

obttterated by perfpiratibn, that no one could
poffibly decypher its charaders, or even conjec-

ture the nature of its fubje#. This misfor-

tune, with the- apprehenfion of numerous dif-^

^"icuhies that mnft inevitably attend his want
of nsoney in a ftrange country, operaled occa-

fionally in cafting a gloom over his fpirits; but
the thirft of farther knowledge, and the zeal at-

tendant upon his important refearches, finally

diffipatcd every ungrateful impreffion> and de-

pidnred
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fiAmi, 4n the moll brilHiDt coloors, t
flpene of fatore pleafure.

SauntsriBg wm^Hf io the bt»ir, the commoB
refort of tbe indolent «nd the man of bafinefi, he
met with • perfon who bad former^ travel)^
ip hit company, and who now agraeU to teonti-

nue the journey with him, as their road waitbe
ffroe, and to fhare the facne benefiti and accotu-

mod|tions. Mr. Forfler immediately regard'.!

thi« man as a fincere friend, and felt mdiirtii of
fatisfadioQ from the conoedioif» wbich %t kis

mind perfedly at refl } lb cordial if the pleafure

refulting to man from fbciiety, and fo naturally

do we rely on each other, whether for pleafore

oraflSftance. On enquiry into the flate of hit

iflbtiate'f purfe, he found that be pofTdfRsd but

one rupee, which mnfi afford a fttb^ftence, dur-

uig * journey of twelve or fourteen ^ys, toliim-

felf; a boy, and a horfe. Gonfciou» of the im-
propriety of returnmg this confidence by difQlof-

mg the amount of his own propei'tyyOiir atithor

told Noor Mahomed, for fudh ^as the tr#tel)er*s

ouDe, that his ca(h amoonted to no mere than

three rupees, but that he was willing to pl^ce it

in a joint fund, and they nuifl depend upon* that,

gnd Providence, till their arrival at Kabul, jbe
countenance of tbe MufTulman imntediately

brightened, and he exhorted his friend to be of

good cheer, as true believers were never forfakeo

in the hour of neceflity.

On the 25th of July they departed, in compa*
ny with a large. kafrlah, that was lent out ip^ith

fi portion of the KaQimire tribute, liild 'proceeding

through Tackal andTimrood, entered a narrow
defile among the mountains, where the Afghani
#op(kd jthe caravan, and levied a fmall contri-

bution
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VotiOD'on tecb of tbe< paffeugtii. TlMjr sirG t%m

ceive an aooaal prefoBt Ifrom ilie Pellioor gofcm-
roeot* for fafibring tiavetlert to paia uiroagh
their diftria withont ipoloftation. In the firft

part of thta day*a joomcf• dor author'a papera

were nearly deftroyid by (be beaty rain, aod to«

warda ereoing be waa entangled in a dangeroaa
adventure* tbe termination of whiob muft be aC>

cribed entirely to bia good fortune. Subfcqaent

Sthe
annoyance of tM rain, tbe heat of tbe fim

oved intolerable, and aa neither water nor
alter conld be procured, and the progrofa of

tbe kafilah waa exceedingly (low, about thirty

perfona, well armed end mounted, refoWed to

leave the efcort. They acoordingly foonout-
dripped the kafilah, but bad fcar^y rode four

milea, when a fmall troop ofAfghani iflued from
tbe billa, and demanded a fum of money as a toll

for paffing tbroo){h their territory. On the ap«
proach of thefe enemies, the leader of the impa-
tient travellers, a (lout man, witli'a large beard
and fpreading muftachios, mounted on a fpirited

horfe, was ftruck with a violent terror, and in-

ftantly communicated the fame fenCations to hia

comrades, who, except our author, were all pro-
vided with matchlocks, or (ide-arms, and mighty
by a common exertion of courage, have fairly

gained tbe advantage. The mouotaineera, per*

celving the coafternation of the party, failed not
to augment it, and proceeded, without delay, to
the ufual modes of plunder, but was prevented
from a total capture by their fears of tbe kafi-

lab's approach. Mr. Farft^r bad luckily depo*
iited his calh in two long^ narrow porfes, whtok
he wore* in the manner of zarters. The Afghani
finding him unwilling to diiinount, knocked kitn

off
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^9/S hit male, and IbrcHilf opened the dlfKefnt

ptrtt of his apptrel, lind in confequonce of

noding no^ booc?» were proceeding to wrealc

their vengi|0€e on hit perfba»'wheo • gtnerooi

. Hiodooi id^rpo(ed bis good offices^ end propofed

a rsnfom for the relca(e of his friend. Oor tra-

Teller now remounted bis mole, and was* told,

with an eiidtiog langh, hf one of the rohben,

that he and his party might proceed, asthe kafi-

lab was in fight, bat that he moft not prefoaM
to join it, at the peril of his life, until it ihoold

have paflbd the place of adibo. Mr. Forfier,

and fonon others, immediately fet off at loll fpeed,

but the valiant comaaander, ieeing the profpeft

of immediate affiftance, began to talk in a high
> tone, and/eeooed determine tp recover his ho-

nour and property, by an aflault of the Afghani,

who, notwithfUoding the near arrival of the ef-

cort, refolutely drew their daggers, advanced
their ifaields, and dared him to the combat. *Tht\

officer again qualified his anger^ but reprobated]

theircondud \n jpiritid lamgi^, and threateoedl

them with a fevere cfaafiifement on fome ftitwA

. cccafion. The travellers now proceeded pe^ce-l

ably to the village of Dickah, where they pafled|

^the night.

Qn the 28th, the officer of the efcort haviof

ordeicd his men to quit the kafilab, which
longer required their proteAion, and to marc
forwards, our author and bts companions joint

tbe party before daybreak, and proceeded froi

Bifikih to the village of BiiToaly, where tbe|

halted to dry the baggage, aftfr its expo(ore t^

M violent &ower of rain. In refuraing their pre

grefs, they experienced many obfiacles 'from rl

oarkneis of the night, the numerous currents

wate



water that rolled iiDpatiioaOjr from the bllli, and
the detached Aonet tliat fell 00 every fide, with
a noife like that of thooder.

Approachiog a rivulet, greatly enlarged by the

raio* the chief of the efcort defpatcbed ooe of hit

fivourite womeo firft, that (he might foffer no io«

cooveoience from the crowd, but uie had no foon*

er entered the ftream, than both berfelf and horfe

were fwept away and drowned. Thit melancho-
ly accident occafioned a fudden halt, and fenfibly

•fflided the leader, who threw bimfelf on the

ground in an agony of grief, and loudly lament-
ed the bard fate of his Gloved. At break ofday
the body wat difcovered, and after depoliting it

in the earth, with fuch ceremonies as their Situa-

tion admitted, the travellers crofled the fireara,

and proceeded to Jillalabad, a town, faid to have
been formerly of great note, and ftill fupporting

a moderate traffic, though much decayed. It haa

a public market, and a coarfe fugar is produced
in the neigbbouring diftriA.

Faffing the village of Ballabangh and Gunda-
mouck> they croiTed a fmall, fordable river, over

wbich are the remains of a bridge, conftruded of
bricks, and obtained a ihelter from the beat, on
the id of Aoguft, at Jugsid AH, where the wind
is faid to blow with violence during the whole
year, and fuch was its force at the time of our
author's vifit, that he humourouily obfervea, '* if

i'ach is its ufual rate, Eolus, did he live in onr
days, would Certainly fix upon Juggid All for one
of his country feats." Noor Mahomed, who be-

I

gan to think that bis comrade's money was all ex-

pended, now |reated him with negledand incivi-

lity, and. nqCwithfianding his former aifurances,

[that aealous Mahometans were never deferted, be
Voi..]^V. U would
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would liave felt all the miferics attendant upon
hunger and penury, bad he not borrowed a little

ca(h from one of the travellert.

Next day, the journey was refunned at three

o'clock in the morning, but it was fcarcely com*
inenced, when, in afcending a lofty eminence
that forms one (ide of the vaUey of Baracowi the

tackle of our author's mule broke, and himfelf^

with the animal and baggage, rolled rapidly to

the, bottom. In his unfortunate defcent he call-

ed loudly for afliftance, but every perfon being en-

gaged in more interefting buiinefs, no notice was
taken of his outcries. At length he perceived

Noor Mahomed pafling clofely by him, who, af*

ter a long helitation and a fpiteful curfe, coh-

fented to check his progrefs, and afli(ied in col-

lefling the garments and fcattered articles of the

European. They now proceeded together, debat-

ing warmly on the ill fortune of the one and the

illiberal condud of the other; but finding they

had miftaken the path, the late grievance was
foon abforbed in the effe€tB of a mutual fear, and

their exertions were immediately united in dif-

covering the right pLth, which after much diffi-

culty they regained.

Traverfing a chain of rocky hills, extending,

with little intervention of valley, for about eigbt

miles, they entered on a wide, irriguous phiin,

fpottcd with fenced villages. Towards evening,

they arrived at Kabul, the capital of the Afghan
empire, where, after a long fearch, Mr. PorRer

found a Georgian; for whom he had brought an

introdudory letter from Kaflimire. Bagdafir, who
refided in a caravanfera, and had fpent twenty

years of his life at Kabul^ made odr traveller an
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offer of half his apartment, and every requifito

afliftance.

A few days fubfeqaent to his arrival, the Eu-
ropean was feized with a fever accompanied by
an agile, probably in confequence of hts expofure

to the night air, and having (lept on nitron*

ground. During the continuance of the fever

he was opprefled by a delirious ftupefadion, and
tormented with an infatiable thirl), which, by
frequently relieving with draughts of cold water,

drenched •him in profufe perfpiration. When
the ague firft commenced, his bed clothes, with

thofe of his hoft, and all -the horfe coverings that

could be procured, were heaped on him to little

purpofe, as he lay in the greateft torment, till

the paroxyfm had wreaked its vengeance. Hit
body was completely covered with bright fpott,

between a purple and crimfon colour, which ail

Armenian baftily pronounced a fymptom of thA

plague. This man'sopiniondiffufed a general ten or

through the caravanr^^ra, and though it produced
no alteration in thecondudnf Bagda(ir,his neigh*

hours were (irongly difpofed to banifli the invalid

from their quarters; but finding that he had paif*

ed the period wherein the plague always produce*
its ctihs, and that he preferved a tolerable flow

offpirits, theirapprehenltons were partly di Tperled;

and they no longbr infifted upon his ejedion.

A dodor of phyfic was now called in by Bag<*

dalir, who, after pronouncing his patient id a de*

plorable ftate, and obferving that little fhort of a
miracle could cure him, undertook the reftoration

of his health, on the foundation of fome medicine
known only to himfelf, and which had ever hi-

therto proved triumphant over the moti obdinate

cafes. But as Mr. Forfter entertained a very (len-

der
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der Opinion of t^it inan*t ability, he nfed nnder
various pretexts, to fend Bsgdafir out of the room,
and difpofe of the medicines io fuch manner at

fisonld (ecuro him from farther injury.

Haring langniihed twenty days under the full

force of the diforder, he gradually recovered his

healthy but his frame was fb ihattered, and his

serves to much relaxed, that it was a confldera*

ble time before he could walk, or bear the leaft

noife, withont expOTiencing 9 ftrong and uni-

verfal tremor.

Finding, on his arrival at Kabul, that Chrif-

tiant, Jews, and Hindoos, openly profefled their

creeds without moleftation, and aware that the

Mahometan character would deprive him of Bag-
dafir*s a(filhnce« he readily informed him that he
was a European, returning to his own country

from India, and found, with great fatis^sdion,

that he might perform, with facility, the route he
had^ originally propofed. Sope Armenian tra*

Tellers, who bad gone from Aftracan to a Tartar

ilation, on one of the rivers at the head of the

Cafpian, and from thence to Kabul, by way of

Bochara and Balk, earneftly perfuaded him to

purfue their route, as the (horteft, and the moil

fecure ; but this fcheme, upon mature refledion,

was eiTentially defeiftive, as the Perfian language,
on which our author reined for his chief fupport,

would thus have rendered him but little advan-

tage, bciides that, the winter of Bochara was long

and intenlely cold, and no Rulfian veifel could

arrive in the Ure Gunje river till the month pi

May ; thefe reafons, with the diilike of vifiting a

country now barren of events, or of ally remaric*

ble objed of curioiity, induced our author to en-

ter FerHa, in a part where kit knowledge of the

language
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Uogoagff misht Aid hk rcfearohei, and coinbit

with Came degree at leaft of fuccefii the diffieuU

ties fttteodant npoo hit. fitufttioo.

HaviDg prefented his Eeadera with there>per<«

fonal concerns be hafteai tQ the defcriptioti of

Kabuli the refideoce of Timur Shsbf and the can

pUal of bifrdominions. This city, rurronnded by
walliHaad occupying a fpace of about a mile and
a half in circuinfBrence« is Htuated on the eaftern

fide of two united hills, defcribing the figure of a
fe^ic^ircle. The cotiftrudion of the fortiiicalion

isleatremelyifimple, with fcareely any dkch, and
the bottfes exhibit a mean appearance, bdng built

ef rough ftonea* clay, and unburned bricks. Thefe
obje^s were oonfeqtiantly ill fuited tooor aathor'a

idea of a magnificent capital ; but he jufily obt^

ferves, "the Afghani are a rode, unlettered peo-

ple, and their t:hiefl^ have but Jttle propenfity to

the refinements of life." I*

Balan Sir»or the Shah's palace, where the hoofe*

hold fervants, goards, and ilaves are lodged, is

ere^ednn an acclivity in the Cafiern quarter of
the towoi and ferves to imprefs the fpedator-^ith

8 very Henderidea of the dignity of its |>ropric>-

tor. Four/pacious bazars, or market>|daces, fiand

in a line near the centre of the city ; they wero
ereded by command of Ali Mburdan Khan, and
confift, feparately of two ranges of apartments on
each fide; thofe on the ground floor are occupi-

ed by merchants, and tbofe above are appropri*

ated to private nfe. The intermediate fpace be»

tween thefe ranges is covered tvitb a vaulted roof,

and each bazar is feparated by an open fquare,

formerly emb Ilifiied with fountains ; but thefe

faltttary ornamentsare now either choked up with
|ul)bifii# or ]pollated bv the loweft order of me*

U 3 chanics.
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cbaoicf. ProWfiont tre here to be had iHibaAd-
anoej fruiu are Hkewife plentiful, incladingp ap»
pies, pean, pomegraoatesy grapei, and peacben

}

and the market it arranged in a neater manner,
and Xeemi to approximate to tbofe of Europe,
more than to any other part of Afia.

Aa but few Indian produdioni are poflefled by
the natives of this quarter of Afgbaniftao^ they

receive from Pefliour, fogar and cotton cloths in

exchaiue for iron, tobacco, and leather. To
Khandanar are exported leather, iron, and lamp
oil, in return for fundry Periian and European
manofadurea, with a large fupply of excellent

melons; and the Tartars of Bochara enrich the

markets of Kabul with excelkot horfes, furs, and
hides.

The bordering parts of Ufbeck Tartary may
properly be faid to hold a dependency on Timur
Shah, and maintain a cooftant iotercourfe with

KjbuL The Uft>ecksyfrequently ieen by our au-

thor in the great bazar, have the fame turn of

features as the Malays and Chinefe, but more
barib; Amon|r the foreign nations who contri-

bute to the wealth of this city, by their occafion-

al refideoce and mercantile tranfadioos, the Hin-

doos of Peihour are worthy of the greeted diAinc-

tion.. Their application and knowledge in all

commercial afiairs are indeed acknowledged fu-

perior to all others, and they enjoy a degree of

liberty and protedion beneath the Afghan go-

vernment, which is only farpafled by that of ibe

Inhabitants in our Indian poflelfions. The envi-^

rons of Kabul are pleafantly adorned with gar-

dens, and fertilized by a variety of dreams, one of

which interfeds the city, and affords a charming
fupply of excellent water,

J Towardi
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Towards the bafe of the eaftern hill, already

mentioned in the iituation of the city, Hands a

fortified palace, originally defigned for the habi'

tation of the governor, but Timor Shah has con-

verted it into a ftate prifon, where bis brothers,

and fome oth^rbranches ofbisfamily are confined.

Above this edifice is feen a fniali tower,on a peak,

from whence the ground rtfes confiderably, ahd is

united by an ifthnous to the other hill. A fione

wall extends from the peak, over, the fummit of

theitwo hills, and is terminated, near the bottom
of the weilernmoft, by an ordinary outwork.
Thetra6t of country, poffefled by the Afghans,

extends from the mountains of Tartary, to certain

parts of the Gulf of Cambay ; and from the In*

dies to the boundaries of Perfia. The inhabitants

of this fpacious domain have a peculiar idiom,

but no written cbarader ; their perfons are robuft

and hardy, and their manners (Wrongly marked
with that barbarous infolence, ufually attached to

a people who fubtift on predatory excurfions.

Some hifiorians have denominated the natives of

Afghaniftan Tartars; but Mr. Forfier affirms,

that they bear no refemblance to them, either in

their language, ufage, or manners.
The Afghans are at prefent acconnted the moft

carelefs of the Mahometans, with refped to the

obfervance of their religious ceremonies. Their
ufual drefs confifts of a ihirt, a pair of long, nar*

row trowfers, a clofe woollen veft, and a high co»

nical cap, of cloth or cotton. Their cuftomary
diet is wheat, barley, cheefe, butter, and milk;
to which they add, in the winter, or when travel-

ling, a fpecies of food called croat *» Their cheefe

and

* The Croat is curdled milk, formed into little ballt,

•nd hudcncd by the fire, or the beat of the fun. When
diflblvcd
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tnd butter are mpdeof iheep'i milk lo prejTereDcf

|o. ibat of cowi.
Tbdrcunomi, in moft refpe^s, refcroble thoffl

of otti^r Mahometan nations, allowing for tbfi

difference refoltiog from climate, and the difpo*

^tion ofa rade or polithed people. Their females

are fec)uded/tbougb not rigidly* from the eye of
obfervation, and tbe men are lefs.ad.(Jided to the

yoluptuous pleafuref of tbe barem, tban tbe ge-

i^eratity of Perfian8^ Turks, or Indians.

Tbeir government mud be ever materially af-

feded, by tlic di4>o^tion of their ruler and the

extent of bis aQ^bority» but wben not redrained

by tbe exertions of a powerful prince, tbey ditV

perfo ii^to numerous fqcieties, and devote tbem-
iiBlvet to tbe guidance of a feudal conHi tut ion..
Tbeir cbieftains then retide in fortified villages^

wliere ^hey enjoy the fubmiflipn of tbeir vaHals,

find carelefsly acquiefce in the meafures of go-

vernment. It is but feldom that appeals are

made to tbj^ Sbab, except in cafes of the otmod
imppi;tance« when the authority of that gover-

nor ufually proves decifive. A Aipulated Turn i^

e^Ui^ed from the land-holder, for the benefit of

the public treafury, according to tkeir poife^ons,

but as the government is well aware of the impa-
tient nature of the people, fuch alfeiTmencs are

generally moderatCi and the mode of coUedion.

tolerably lenient.

A diverlity of natiOQs compofe the armies of

the empire, but the moft excellent fpldiers are

furniihed by the Afghan diftridla, at a )ow rate,

"Xbe inhabitants of the towns and cities, are chief-

ly Moflfolmen and Hindoos of the Punjab^ who
4

d iflblved in warm water and mingled wilh br^d, it aifordi

(|. Qourilhiogiand favou/y xep^ft*

,
ver^i
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were politically eflabliihed by the former princes

of Hindoftan, in order to civilize their weAero
province.

Timor 8bah, the reigning princeJs defcribed ai

rather corpulent, and above the middle Aature^^

big comple!(ioa. dark, and hit age forty-fix years.

On days of ceremony, he wears a high velvet cap»-

in token of imperial dignity. His dominions, ex-

clufive of thofe in India and Afghaniftan, com-
prife a great portion of Khorafan, extending on
the porth to the vicinage of Turfhiih and Niiha-

boi' i and on the north to the leiTer Irak ; yet«

from the debility of his government, the diflike

of the Afghans to civil occupations, and the in*

iignificance of their population, his revenue is

by no means proportionate to his extent of ter-

ritory.

The chief military (Irength of AfghstniAan

confifts in the cavalry, as excellent horfes are

procured with facility, and on reafonable terms,

from Tartary and Periia ; there is indeed a corps

of match*Iock men, but it is lishtly efteemed by
the people, and is, in fa^, little fuperior to the

undifciplined combatants of India. The artillery

may alfo be juftly efiimated by the fame compa-
rifon.

The remains of an Armenian colony, removed
by Ahmed Shah from the northern parts of Per«

6a, are now at Kabul. They confine their mar-
riages to their own tribe, and enjoy the unmoleft-
td profeffion of the ChriAian religion. They at-

tended the late Shah, to whom they were warmly
attached, in his different expeditions, and about
one hundred, who furvived, were for fome time
employed in a fimilar capacity by Timor ; but
6nce he has negleded the maintenance of his

army.
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army, and reltnqaifhed military parfoitSy the Ar«
meniaos have experienced many of the calami-
ties attendant upon penury. They now dwell,

with their familieg, in the diviHon of Balau Sir,

and are permitted to exercife, within a prefcribed

limit, fuch occupations as are rood congenial to

their inclinations. Yet, notwithftanding their

unremitting and proverbial induftry, they obtain

but a wretched fubfiftence.

The Afghan government, when cQnHdered as

fianding on the baHs of abfolute power, and re-

garded in a comparative view with that of other

Afiatic ftates, mud not be afperfed with the epi-

thet, of Unjuft or cruel. Its edids are rarely fan-

guinary, nor is it inimical to Grangers of any fed

or denomination ; but, on the contrary, both fo-

reign and native merchants enjoy an equal (hare

of protection in the capital^ and are permitted to

alTert or vindicate their rights, with a degree of

fpirit feldom found among the inhabitants of a

Mahometan country Capital punishments oc-

cur but feldom, and, though the prince has found

it expedient to confine his kinfmen, on account of

their diiloyalty, yet, he has never embrued his

hands in their blood. Thp predominant vice of

tbi» ruler, is avarice, which prefles hard on the

military, houfehold fervants, artificers, and fuch

iperchants as unwarily tranfaCt bufinefs at court.

Upon terms of credit. The chief ftrength of Ti-

rour is evidently derived from the debility and

difcord of his neighbours. Indeed, our author

ventures to aiiirm, that, if the Sicque chiefs were

not more fearful of an increafing, domei^ic influv

ence, than anxious to vanqui(h a conftitutional

foe, they would fpeediiy annihilate the Afghan
government in |adi9> and that if the Perfian force

ihould
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(bould be united under a brave and able leader*

the diviHon of Khorafan would revert to its an*

cient poiTeflbrs, and the Afghani would again be
fubmitted to a foreign yoke.

Having made the requifite preparationt, and
hired one fide of a camel* from which a pannier

was fufpended for hit accommodation, Mr. Forfier

refumed his journey, and proceeded to the remains

of a fort, called Killah Kazzee, twelve miles dif-

tant from Kabul, whence they departed on the

22d of September, and next morning baited on a
barren plain, having travelled over a road that

lay between hills of a moderate height, and a
country occafionally embelliflied with cultiva-

tion.

The mode of travelling now adopted being
equally fingular and curious, we prefent our read-

ers with the following outlines of defcription. A
camel, appropriated to the conveyance of paflbn^

gers, bears a pannier, or Wooden frame, about
three feet long, two broad, and two in depth,

with the fides and bottom of netted cords. The
provifions and other neceiTaries of the pafiengerii

are depofited in this pannier, and, as the night is

the only period of progrefs, it becomes likewife

the place of nocturnal accommodation. In the

day time each traveller mud exeirt himfelf in pro*

curing water, and fuel for his fire, at the fame
time watching carefully to elude the defigns of

the unprincipled, upon his property. Such a me^
thod of travdlingmuft of neceffity prove irkfome
to any one,, who has even been accullomed to it^

but to a European it muft be grievous and in'to^

Iflrable. It feems that the box, occupied by our
author, was but two feet feven inches in length,

J^od one foot fix inches in breadth. Great forc^

and
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and nd^ttCn ma ft therefore have beea repaired,

to place bim in (o difproportionable • comptfi.
On reconnoitring the oppolite fide of the cadiel,

(for thefe animalt are loaded with two pafleo-

gerii) he difcovered an old woman and an infant.

Tbii fight waa but ill calculated to compofe hit

fpiritt, at he waa led to ezped much aonojraoce,

from the cries of the babe, and the petulaooa of

the nnrfe. He waib however, obliged to yield to

oeceflity, and to fubroit, patiently, to the fulfil-

ment of his fears. The camel was likewife ex-

tremely utiruly, and frequently ftqmbled. In-

deed, his il) qualities were foon exhibited ; for,

before the party had taken their refpe^ive feats,

the animal, accuftomed to receive its burden in a

kneeling pofture, arofe fuddenly, and threw the

European, the child, and the o)d lady, in confa*

fion, to the ground. The enfuing morning, how-
ever, brought the kafilah to its halting place,

where Mr. Forfter rejoiced in his deliverance

from a cramp, that had completely benumbed
bis body, and from a horrid complication of un-

muiical founds^

From Azeeabad, where the country is general-

ly clothed with cultivation, and interfperied with

moderate hills, the kafilah proceeded to the vici-

nity of a fmall fort, on a fteril plain, bordered by

fcattered rocks and heaps of fand. The night

air wastint.nfely cold, and, owing to the brutali-

ty of the chief camel driver, our traveller was ob-

liged to go in queft of water, and the dried dung!

of camels; the latter for the purpofe of fuel,

which caufed an excruciating pain in bi^ey^d
His troubles, however, were rather amelioratedJ

by his' fmall ftock of fugar, tea, and bifcoir,]

which enablH ^ 'o fubfift without much culi-
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Miy labour. Previoui to ibit journey, be bad
g«Mi»]l)r fared belter tban bii aflbciaieai aod
tbe abofldaDce of hui provifions, however roiigb,

.procured him many adherenU aod pretended

friends: bat now be was treated with tlie moft
onieeling contempt, in coofequence of hit ac-

luiowicdging tbeCbiiflian faith* and experienced

fochua feriet of embarcaflinentif at caufed bim
feriondy to lamrnt the refignation of bis Maho-
metan difguife* in fucb a country, and under
Incb circumfiances.

On the 2tkh, be arrived at Gbizni, a dty faid

to have ilouriflicd for the fpace of four hundred
years, as the capital of a powerful and extenfive

empire/ and once decorated with many a fiately

and fumptuous edifice; bni tbefe magnificent

roonnmentt have long been levelled with the

earth, and fcarce a veflige remains, exduiive of
fome iniiihapen ruins, to note tbe prifiine gran-
deur of tlie city» Tbe fituation is on a moderate
eminence, whofe bafe ia laved by a fmall river,

and embelliflied with fruileriea. Tbe exigence
of the town is now maintained by fome Hindoo
families, who carry on a fmall trade, and fupply
the Mahometan refidents with the necefiiries of
life.

In th^ vicinage of Ghixni is the fepulcbre of
the celebrated Mabmoud, whither pilgriqoa re-

fort, from dittant quarters,, to perform their de-

votions. In noticing Ghizni and Mabmoud,. it

would be unpardonable to omit the mention of
Fardoufi, the Perfian poet, who> in bis ^a Na-
Inah, has given a fpleodid monament of epic po-
etry to the world, in the pure language of his

native country. His propitious fortune gave
him a patron, in tbe perfon of Mabmond, |n

Vol. XXIV. % wbofe
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wbofe prBi(« he fang, with all the ferfoar of en*

tbufiarm; and wbeiii for fome breach of the

prince's promife, he retired from court, bit i^n-
trymen received him with bofpitaltty, andcrowQ-
ed the iffbrti of his mafe with applaufe*-.

At GbizDi, the climate is fo cold, at to havb
become proverbial ; and it is faid, that the town
has been repeatedly buried in fnow. From K»>
bull the road has a fouth-weft diredion, and the

diftance is computed at eighty-two miles.

Continuing the journey, for about twenty
miles, arrived' at Heer Ghut, where the countiy

is diverfified with fome low hills; but, exclnfive

of a few cultivated fpots, the foil produces littfe

elfe than an aromatic, prickly weed, on which
the camels browfe with avidity, and which,
formed into balls, with pafte of unfifted barley,

conftitutes their common food.

On the 29th, thd air was fo extremely cold,

that, notwithdanding the feafon of the year, and
the pontion of the country, in a latitude between
thirty-four and thirty-five, the water, that was
fufpended from the camels, in copper veflfels, be-

came folidly frozen in the courfe of the night.

Croflling a defert, where little matter of amufe-
ment or entertainment could poffibly occur, they

arrived, on the 2d of November, at a fortrefs,

the country ftill defert, whence they proceeded,

through Teer Andaze, and the village of Potee,

to the city of * Kandahar. This place, with an

ordinary fortification,* occupies a circumference

of three miles, is of a fquare form, well inhabit-

This city^ laying in the great road that conne£ls India

with Tartary aod Tcrfia, hasloog bcca a mart of import*

•ance, .

cd,
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cd, Md tolerably floor! (hing. Among the fami«

Ilea eftab1i(hed at Kandahar are fcveral Hindooa,

whofc mercantile knowledge and induOry have

proved efl*ential to the augmentation of the ge-

neral profperity. Thii mart is alfo frequented

by the Turcoman merchants of Samarkand and
fiochara, who fend hence a confiderable quanti-

ty of indigo to their own country. Provifiona

are (^beaper and more plentiful, at Kandahar,
than at any other place on the wellero tide of the

Indus. Among the fruits, grapes and melons are
'

the moft excellent. The range of (hops, occu-

pied by the Hindoo traders, is very extenfive,

and their countenances and deportment are fuf-

ficiently demonflrative of their enjoying an am-
ple (hare of protection. The revenue, with «
trad of dependant territory, is computed at eigh-

teen lacks of rupees; and it maybe reafonably

ibppofed, from the appearance of the inhabit-

aintSy that the coHedion is made with facility.

B^iidabar is furrpuntiiled by a fpacioos plain,

richly cultivated, and adorned with gardens,

iroiferies, and Oreams, whofe excellence has be-

come proveibial. The climate is alfo happily

tenipered, between the cold of Ghizni and the

inteiife heat of India.

On prefenting an introdudory letter to a Tnrk-
>(h re^dent, named Aga Ahmed, Mr. )!'orlter was
courteoufly received, notwiih()anding his appear-

ing in the chara61er of a Chrittian ; and when he
refolved to proceed to Herat, with a ka6lah that

was preparing for departure, before the arrival

of winter, this lienevolent nann enjoined the di-

re£tor of (he caravan to take t^ipecial care of

liioiy and to (how him (mik particular kind-
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oeft tod attention, «t might be ceitiied hf «
written eflaranoe.

Cloittiag Rindafiar, on the 8th of Kofeoiher,
the traveller proceeded twelve miles, to a fniall

village^ called Koby, pleafantly fi;oated, in the
midftof a fertile plain. About three miles to

the northward of Kandahar, are the rains of an
old fortrefs, on the fammit of a deep, rocky emi-
nence. The road leads over a gentle afcent»

bordered, on either 6de, with deitached hills and
wide interv'als of level fand.

Next day; arrived at the village Aoflcockana^
on ': thinly-cultivated plain, diftt^t twelve rosiea

from the laft flation. It feems, the progrefs of
the kafilah was roach delayed, by the baflii, or
chief, remaining to adjaft fome bafineft at thm
city.

Our author's ill fortune, with refped to a tra-

telling companion, had now given, in place of
an angry nurfe and a reftlefs infant, a clamorooito

theological difputant, who, to the great niisfor-

tnne of himfelf and his neighbours, had'ftndied

over thofe books of quaint fyllogirmsandcurlona

devices, highly eftiraated by thefalfe tafle of the
modern Mahometans. Even Hafea's poems, fo

confpiououdy replete with wit and incitereiients

to terreftrial plea fures/ are forced, by this delud-
ed people, into the fervice of their prophet and
bis ridiculous religion. The fanatical traveller

was unknown to the other members of the cara-

van, but he loft no time in endeavouring to fliow

his fuperior knowledge to the bell advantage;
and, deeming Mr. Former a proper fubje£t, he
dirked the full forqe of his arguments againft

him, and adoally alarmed a travelling Arab tay-

lor, fo greatly, by a denunciation of Mahomet's
wrath
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^rBtb« vgaioft the man who ate the hreaU of an
iiii«i^i iSal the poOiT creature, wbp bad cheerful-

]jr entered ioto ouraQlbor't frrvicet for the fake

€»f an eaiV livelihooidt AarttMl ajt the. danger, and
««i)i t9 live aa Providence might dire^.

Proceeding* pn the evening pf tbe lOtb, and
pafling through Howrah Mu44it Khan, and
J^hn^kcbamparah, the kafilah arrived, on the

14th, at a large, walled village, call^ Greifiik^

^endisred extre/nely pleafant, by the proniiuity of
a fmaU fiream of exfiellent wate;. At this place,

a toll it colledled from pa0eogers, who aie taxt

$d in their own perfons and for tbrir merchan-
diaei and a flock of provtfions i« ufually prepared,

previous to a procedure over the defeat tra^ th^i

fxtei»U from bence to tb^ wayward.
Tb« nrgant demands of hunger now induced

another perfon to enter into our traveller's (er**

Kice: be was on 9 pilgrimage from Mooltan to

l^ttfcbid, the reputed capital of Khorafan, tjiongh

1^ bad fcarcely fuffipient clothes to cover him,
^o XhoQB to bis feet, and not a fiogle piece of
qoin in bis purfe. , As* however, be was unable,

liotwitbftanding the refrelliment of warm appa^^

xel and wholefome food, to keep up with the Ka-
filah, be was compelled to relinquidi bis o^ce
tp » KaOimirian, whofe countenance was as de-

mure as that of Ambrofe Laroela, nrteutioned by
(^i\ Bias, and, to the extent of his ability, as com-^

plete a knave. Not content with the bandfome
remuneration promifed lor his fervices, be de-

IJrjnied, for a con fiderable time, upon the fin he
was about to commit, in eating the ^falt of an

infidel;

••• A particular farrcd property is affixed to fait by the

Afiiiticsi who rpeak ot it as Europeans do of bread.

X3 Aiuong
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infidel; bat, it feems, that hit eompQiiAioii for
tbif offence wai not fufficient to damp hie' afiplW

tite, when fcated at the board of the infdeit whom
he affeded to defpife.

At 3hah Nadir, in the Derert, it aTe(er?oir, of
tweinty feet fqoire, farrounded by pilkirB/ and
iheltered,^^lh a terrace, which, extending be-

yond theintok of the water, yieldt an esceiloDt

accommodftton to travellen.

Padfing throogh $b<!!Nb> Lnngherah, DiUiramy
and Bacpwtto, tbflir/ arriyrd, on the aadj at

Drauze, a ibitiMM'Ihe Defert. Thit day, the

heat of the ftittllit wxtremely inteofe, a^ the'

ground, beii|§l|jiaiod fend, rendeitd the fitn^
tion of the tra^Npers almoft i^jUmrtaUe. Oti»
author pBnteOjIr refpirattoit^tfeath a ilighr

covering, 'b#^KTurko{i[Mt^^ who had no
fuch accomoiwtion, wat ftrock to the earth by=

the fun, and lay AruggUng in the moft violent

agoqy. The iffnoraot Mahometanti wlio wit*

ndjed the acciwsnt, Inftantly pronounced himA
demoniac, and began to enter into converfaiioa^

with the fiippofed fiend, who had poifeifed him.
The zealout logician, in particular, exerted hia^
felf ina manner fuitable to hit former converfli*

tion, and commanded the demon, in a perempto*
ry tone, to quit the body of a true believer, and s
branch of the facred ftock. This command, hMr-
ever, proved ineffedu^l, and our nnthor beggei
leave to interfere. He then raifed the afflided

perfon gently from th6 earth, fprinkled bis face

with water, and obliged him to fwallow a quan-

Amoag the MuITuImen, in p«rticular, a fervant it fitd to
cat t\\t fait of his matler; and, if he proves ungrateful, he
is ftiigrinatized with the epithet of Nimmock Harani,^or
• MuUrofSMti.

\
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lilf4if Ikat fvfmOiinc liqaid. The SeSd Inmie-

diatiotytrmrii^, tut his intdtedtttl p&ifen h&A
iMvitadlb levcrea fliock, that Im eonttmied for

fome time in a fort of ftupefadioD* during whicb*
fcta wiid «iid incohereiit langiiag^ cbnlraed^thb
fpeAatota in their optiiion,«»d ladiieed the logi-

cian once more to harangne the evil fpirft ih

•tendaef repreheufion and feferitf* 'tptanidine

his Tiolation of a Maboaietal>'i bod|f« and chaN
leoging bim to repeat the ereed of the pr^p^t,
that the ctoveii ifoot might oohi^icooofif appear*

IThe SeidV recoUedion waa notjet adequate to

this talk, Dovwat it till he hid imolLed his t»ipe,

(hat he repeated bis bdief diftioaijii and fliook

off all dilibbiiliiil conoeaion,«iiiidft the api^atafe

of the deluded entbo^alls.

On the 2dd» the traTellers reached Gharmow*
in the Defert* where they left the xealooa difpu-

taot, and proceeded to a popnlooi Tiljagei eisiled

Glufannee, fitimte near a fmaU ranoing ftreain.

Here tbi^ halted for the paymefit of a^oll, and
to pnrdbafe prtHKifioiM for a three days jonr-

ii^» overs barren trtCt, that extends firotnfaence

to the iimitsof Khorafan.
BoTomtng iheir journey, they pafl^d throngh

|Co9a and Gimmucb, to the vill^e Beckaf, ftand-

Ing within tlie confines of Khomfan, and Inha-

bited CKchifively by Perfians. Our author here

remarks, tliat the natives of Perfia, and partica*

lavly the military* are frequently denomteuifd
Hoisel Bach, or Red Head, from the top of tbdf
caps being covered with red cloth. ^

Palling a defert fiation called Shierbufoh, and
the AnalT Wllageof iSearut Ghah« where are the
remains of fome fepulchral mootimentsy the In^
lab arriv(|d| on the 3d of Novemberi t|
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i4 H^rat. The road from Kandiibar toOiannocii
iliKUaet to the wed>4>r well by north i Modfrcm
ibeoce to Herat, it ftiddenly cbaoget into • nor-

thern tra^* over a chanif^ign countrfi oteafion-

allf dotted with fmall, rocky adclivitiet |. the foil

if ligbtand Tandy, and its chief prodn£tioi| the
.f^omatic reed already mentioned.

Herat U fitaated on an extenfive plain, inter*

fe^d with numerous rivulets, occafionaHy em-
belliflied with bridges, and furroooded by a rich

variety of plantations, exhibiting a channing
fcene to the traveller, who has been long fii>

tigued and difgafted with the fteril monotonj of
A.fghani(lan.

^ On his arrival at the caravanfera, the onlf
place where travellers can procure a lodging, Mr.
.Former addreflfed himfelf to an Armenian, in-

iorming him that he was a European/ retnming
ifromindi^.to ^^^ native country f and that he had
aflumed the name of an Armenian, for createc

perfonal fecurity J he likewife obferved, that on
account of the numerous difficulties affe^ing a
Chriftian, among the bigotted natives of Kbora^
fan, he (iood much in need of fome friendly of-

fices, though not of pecuniary aflifiance. At the

conclufion of this little oration, delivered with
all the energy of perfuafivefpeech, the Armeni-
eu, finding himself addrefled on the fcore of J^u*

mMHtty rather than profit, quitted the apartment

abruptly, without even the accuftomed ceremo-

nies of mere civility. Our author acknowledges,

that fuch unmerited contempt roufed his 4ndig«

nation, but a moment's refl^tun on ti.& Arme-
nian character, enabled him to pardon the ajiatby

of a man, wbofe condu^ was dridly conformable

IQ the common principles of his countrymen. -
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The Anneniani of the prefent age uvt, like

tbc Jowt, with, few exceptions, occupied id the

fmaUeft branches of commerce} and, as they

have long loft their original fpirit of patriot! fin

•nd independence, they have I ^ a faint difcri-

roinatton of charader, comprifed in three words,

ioduftry^ ferviUtjbanddiflionef^y. They are feat-

tered abroad over feveral parts ofTurkejr, Pertia,

aod India, where they are frequently infuUed,

plundered, and opprefled, on very trifling pre-

tences, and at beft gain but a feanty and preca-

rtoua fabfijftecice ;. yet their mercantile ardour is

unabated, aod their ideas of pleafure are ftriiftly

confined to the aopumplatioo of riches; they are

confeqnently Grangers to thofe exquifite delights,

that refult from a pure and difintejefted friend-

^ip»

Dayt, weeka^ and monthst nay years unnumber'd roll,

WhiWfriend/kip'smztehlth charms entranre the fouls

^ White thotighta congenial, and congenial views
Or yield initruOion, or by ti^ma amufe.
Bot, ah! how (low the Hng'ring noipenta move,
Unbleft byJriend/hipt or ellrang'd from love i

The drooping heart foregoea each dear delight,

And all creation fickens on the fight. Smith.

It is iaid that Shah Abbas, aware of the bene-
fits that might accrue to his kingdom from a
temperate and commercial people, fotmded the

city'of Jolfa, exprefgly for the accommodation of
the Armenians, to whom he granted an ample
protedion, and permitted them to accompany
their nterchandife to foreign countries; but he
always retained their families at Jolfa, in pledge

of their good condu^. The vicinity of the Per-

fianGolf, long celebrated for the maintenance of
important trade with India^ was a fufficient

invitation
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invitation to tb^ Armeniani, vfbo jofTuHy baf-
tened to a region which» at once, held out the
profpeA of advancement to their fortunes, and
the blelfings of a lenient government : nor did
they ever fornt a wifli to return into Perfia, bat
when they had amafled a fuificient gnantity of
.money, they obtained the.rele^fe of their fami-

lies by the payment of confiderable furas.

In confequence of his ungenerous treatment as

a Chri(lia.n, Mr. Fortier now refolved to refuroe

.the malk of Mahometanifm, for perfonal conve-
nience. Whenever, therefore, be 4)uitted the >

caravanfqra, he became a grave,-hypocritical Muf-
'

fulman, with all the privileges, attached to that

.charader; and as the city contained a various

•defcription of people, there was but Utile proba-

bility of a detection. He frequented, in his^daily

perambulations, the eating-houfes, where the

^onverfation of the day is circulated, and the bar^

ber's (hop, which, in this city, has.a neat appear-

ance. ' In the midft of it is a Hone pillar, bearing

a cup of water in readioefH for the ufe of cuilo-

' mers, and the wails are decorated with beard-

pombs,' razors, and looking-glaiTes. .Hcfc, he

ufually procured an equal fliare of amufement
And intelligence, after his fufferings at his k)dg-

4n$> where, on account of his faith, he was not

even fufFered to draw water from a common well,

but his vetfel was ordered to be placed on the

aground, while a hired fervant filled it, difdain-

.fully, from a height, where he was Cure not to

^e6le himfelf by touching it* While the mortf-

.iied - European was fometimes waiting for this

fupply, the town ^ys, taking the caravanlera in

•the round of their diveriions, would form a dr-
jcle rouiul himi» and requeft to be (hewn in wbtt

I . part
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ptrt he was uncleaii, and wiien they received for

anfwer that be was miugitbtr itDparCf they ap-

peared greatly difappoioted.

Tho city of Herat is inferior in fife to Kanda«
bar, bat its trade is refpeAable, and an exten'five

market, covered with a vaulted roof, is filled

with a variety of (hops. Bread, rice, and but*

cher's meat, with feveral forts of fruit and vege*

tables, are equally abundant and reafooable.

Coarfe firong woollens are manufadured in the'

adjacent country, and, when made into garments,
are exported todifferent parts of northern Perfia.

Sheeplkin furtouts, with the wool in^tbe inlide,

are expofed to fale at many of the (hops, and are

iifed indifcriminately by all clafles of people, on
the commencement of winter. Some European <

commodities,Mnc]uding broad cloths, mirrors,

prints, and cutlery, ai'e brought hither, but the

demand is limited, and the quantities proportion-

ably fmall.

The police is well regulated, and the adminif--

tration of judke remarkably vigorous. Two
perfons, apparently above the common clafsof
inhabitants, being convicted of theft, were fuf-

pended by the heels, from a dome in the centre

of the market, for near an hour, to the terror of
the fpeda tors. Returning to his lodging from
this exhibition, our author feemed to think that

his property, concealed abodt his perfon, had de-
rived from it a (Ironger degree of fecurity. It

feemsjiewas extremely cautious refpefking the

difeovery of his money, as, in fuch a coomry, it*

nught have involved hicn in very ferious difficul-

ties. One day, however, a feUow-traveller hap-
pened to intrude upon his privacy^ when he was
txamiiiing the couditioD of .\m ^dances. He^

i was
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WM nftoQoded at the fight t>f lb imieb goM, tnd
WM remirkabljr ioquifitife refpeAing the method
by which it had t>cen accaniiilatied, but, fortv-

natelf for the Earapean, this mitiaicly vifit pro-

duced uo onpleafaiit confequences.
^ Refolviag to porfoe a route, at once dtred and
unknown to European travellera, Mr. Porfier

agreed with the dh«dor of a kafilah, for a con*
reyance lo Turihi(h^ a town lying in the direo
tion of Maxanderaa, but he now ftipuUited to

be treated wtLMwJfhlman, and, in order to dado
the poflibilify of a difcorery, he took opon htm*
felf an Arabic name, little known to the natiirei

of thif part.

Preriooi to hit departure, an Afghan Seid

came into hia apartment, and difeovering hit real

charader in the courfe of conrerfation, eKclaim*
ed with a joyful emotion, that he had bow ob*-

tained an opportunity of revenging the injurite

fuftained by many of hia anceftors, at the handa
of infideh, and that tmiefa our author immedi-
ately paid a'fine of five hundred rupees, he mnft
repeat the Mahometan creed, and lubmit to the

pnvate ritei of that religion. Pretending an ig-

norance of the nature of this de'mahd, Mr. Forf-

ter took the Seid to the next quarter, where the

Armenian corps, oonfiftlng of four perfons, was
then aflfembled, and required the principal of

them to explain the Afghan's meaning. This,

it feems, was the very point to which our author

wiflied to reduce the buftnefe, as the zealo<; per-

ceiving^^ Chriftians inilead of one, abandoned^

himfelf to the moft extravagant joy, and fwore

by his beard, that they fliould all incur the fine,

or be initiated into the church of his prophet.

Oh/! £ai4 he»^' what a grateful fight will be

difplayed

•«
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dtfplayed to oar holjr loader, wben thefe infiddt

(bill renounce tboir imporiiiet* aod hereff^ and
beeoroe a portion of the troe belieren. He now
coojured the towofmen* in the name of Maho- •

met, to coropelthe enemtei of their religion ei-

ther to embrace it, or to contribute to its fup-

port by the propo&d afleflinent. The 8eid, how-
ever* experienced a more oblBnate refinance than

be had expcAed from the Chriflianf» and after d>f-

playing great poweri in hia holy 0G.Qteft» he con*
ietited to withdraw his threats and dlfUirhance,

fat a trifling acknowledgment, far djybropor-

tioned to his firA demand. '^W
In two caravanferas of Herat, doring onr an*

tbor's flay, were a hundred Hindoo merchants,

chiefly nati?es of Moulton, who, by extending a
Jong chain of credit, and maintaining a brifk

trade, have rendered themfelves valuable fnl>-

jeda of the government. When thefe people

crofii the Attock, they commonly wear the drefa

of a northern Afiatic, feldom appearing without*

8 high cap and a long cloth coat. Some Jewifli

traders alio refide at Herat, where they pradife
all that chicane to which this tribe is univerfally

addicted in the weflern quarter of the globe.

Being oonveriant in the language, and habituated
to the manners of Upper Afia, the Jews and Ar-
menians mingle in Mahometan companies, with
little perfonal inconveniency.

The leading cufloms of the various Afiatic na-
tions referoble each other fo nearly, as hardly to
admit of any different defcriplion. When they
fit, their legri are either crofled or bent under
tiusm. They regolatly perform flated ablutions,

befere and after meals ; their heads are (haven/
but the beard is permitted to grow ; and all de^

Vol.. XXIV. Y grees
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grew dr*|i6^Ie cover the bead. 'ioppofing ii

ighl)r indecent to be feen naked. Tbejr never

enter a carpeted apartment^ whhoot firft t8kiog>

oft'tbeir flioet.

On quitting the Armenians, Mr. Forfter re-

minded them that, inUrad ot* rendering him aof
afllftance in a place, where Chrifliani were ex-

pofed to a variety of grievances, they had witb-

held from him even the flighteft and moft infe-

rior offices of humanity. He added, however,

that he freely pardoned a treatment which maft
juftly be attributed to the prudential caafion of
their tribe.

/saving Herat, on the I2d of November, oar

author joined the kafilah diredor, and his fami- '

ly, confiftiog of his mother, his wife, and a fer-

vant, among whom the European was received

in charader of an Arab, going on a pilgrimage

to Mufchid. On hi& arrival at the place of ren-

dezvous, be found all the party alVembled, ex-

cept the females, on whom many a reproach

was fcan^aloudy thrown. The enraged Muf-
fulmen mutually declared* that no mortal ill

would be to6 feverc a punifliment for' their de-

lay }
" bat," added they in a furly manner, « what

good can refult when *v»omeH ate concerned in

any undertaking ?'* At the approach of night,

. the kafilah proceeded, and left A'i* the direSor,

and our author, to efcort the ladies. When they

arrived, tie difciple of Mahomet began to ad-

drefs thetmwith the language of feverity, but he'

was foon ^fenced by his lady mother,* wba feem-

ed the female mier of the family. AH being de-

tained fome time at the gate of the town, to pay

toll for his kafilah, difpatched the ladies and our

travdlerr ttiidef the protedion of fome of his af->

fecialcs,

r.«<.
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ibciat«a» who, iitidinf the night a4vffnoe, and
Reaping the women't pace too (low, pnrrued

4h«ir journey without farther ceremony. When
the diredor came up* he exprriTed himfelf highly

^dirploafed with ihedeftTtion of his friends, ar,d

repeatodly thanked the £uro|)eat*- for bii aHe>v*

lion, though he waM heard (o murmur at (he i';j*

propriety of truOing Mahometan womtb ^s'iU> j(>.

iMjideL Such, however, were the female*; in n]vri-

tioo, that he might have fet bi:t heart, ct *t& kw

|he rooft intemperate quarter of the gj-jbr. ; vVn^

i|s for our author, he was Co heavily |o<9dr^ w\tb

a muiket, that he affirms hu ^'lauU) no! h^\-'^.

looked: in their faces, had they poiiVjfed al^ Lh^>

charms of the goddefs of love.

On the morning of the Ct5\h, arriMd ^t Chfy
:Soorch, where, exclulive of fomefevb' ciiUif'^frd

.fpotSi the country is equally wild and itihcfpito;-

Jble with that in the eaftern diviHon oC khcriian.

Proceeding over a bridge, conftru^tetl of britk

and niortar, upon a fmall river, running to iht

foathward, and ford^ble at mod feafons, they

arrived, on the 27th, at the village Oorion, wh^re
they faw, in the vicinity, fome wlndmil)s,.for the

porpofe of grindiuiK corn. Their io tHufl-^ion

jeems to be on the lame principle f.f ihet of v.,n'

^ope, with thin difference, that Vroaii-lf?vec1 tlags

;ire. fubilitutcd ini^ead of c?.iiV9(» wingx. The
»M)>U*gatherer M Corian, :i5€d» to be peculiarly

.vigilant .in tb*^ difchmge of his duty, which he
^pund occjiion ioe^ercife upon our author.

Travellers proceeding to the well ward, genc-
jrally procure a paiTport at Hetat, but ai fuch a

mode might have led to fomc^ill timed elucida-

tion 4>f his circumflances, Mr. Fortler neglt-Cled

j|o apply for this docume;ot, and on th^ ot!icer>

,.
• expatiating
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expatiating on the impoffibility of paffing vitb-

out the permiffion of government, he contrived

to iilence hit fcruples b? a little money, and was
permitted to fet out without moleftation.

Fading Charfoorcb and Turfala, two flations

in an uninhabited country, the kafilab arrived,

on the I ft of December, at a large and populooi
village, called Kanff, which maintains a pretty

brifk trade with Mufchid, Herat, and Tnrfliifli.

As markets and public (hops are only found in

the cities, or principal towns, of Afghanjftan and
Perfia, travellers are compelled to make'applica*
tton, for provifions, to the houfekeepers, whofe
flock often proves inadequate to their preffing

demands. Though Kauff is a conBderable vil-

lage, there is no place in it where bread is. pub-
licly vended. Mr. Forfter, therefore, advanced

a required fum to a perfon, who engaged to

procure him that neceffary article; but, after

keeping him in fufpenfe till midnight, he ab-

fconded with the money. The ufual fare of
our author, in thefe parts, confifted of breAd,

cheefe of (beep's milk, and water, which gave
him a degp'ee of vigour equal to tbe fatigue hk
endured, from b6ing daily thruft into a little crib,

on the back of the rougheft paced animal that ia

uffA for burden, and from a conftant expofure to

the inclemency of the weather. The Afghans,

whofe only aliment is bread, or curdled milk,

and water, can exert as much ftrengtb, and on-
dergo as much fatigue, in a remarkably uncertain

climate, as the porter of London, who fobfifts on
meat, ftrong beer, and fuch other articles of food

as may pleafe his own fancy* From hence, our
author is inclined to fuppofe, tbat the humaa
body can fuftain the moft laborioai employments,

. without
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!)|rii(KMit ifm aid of^pia>#l food. It ^ ind?rd an

.|}ft|ik^^f4Va^»,(iiaii()e Arabs l|ic viniiiiy of

J^/[^9e^iS^,,wboniay be faid, with liuiee^cep-

iioD» to,,(ivje (blcfly on date^ and lemons, carry

/qcb ,ep(t(aord|nary burdens,- a« to a European ear

•wouid ^ouo4 a^^i*>i^y fpii'S"^'?*

, Tfa^,travellers next entered Rue^^Ji popn Ioux

.village, where the land was coippletely covered

.>irith fnow J and next day they halted to exaaaiue

fqtna goo^s that had . been injured by the wea-
ther. Mr. ForOer, ;and three Per(ians, vfkQ h^4
retired in difguft from th^ i>rvice,pr.Timur Shah,

Utidi'^eriB returning to their families at Nifliaf^

i^ctr« occupied the lo^er part p( a windmill, wiiere

lfa/exi9Utua)iy endeavoured to de^v^'^d tyn^felve^

froig the cold,.but witl^ut efS^A. The.cayaliefi

^n^eed regarded it but little^ as liiey cleaned their

^pr(e$r and went in queft of forage, fuel, and
prpviOons, with alacrity, through the boillerous

ifiiU of iupw that feeqoed to have j^een fwe|>(

Crpiq the fummi^ ofevery mountain in Tartary*

Cpntinuing (heir porney through Say Day, a
]|ittle fortified village, pleafantly (ituated in a

svell cultivated ivalley, they arrived on thedth at

the village Ai^MT?* ^'^'hei'e the kafilah was de*

layed by .a heavy jfoll of fnow, and other tempefr

tuous weather. ^The travellers accordingly went
to fpek^eUer at the fort^ and after niuch en*

treaty, were ihowii into a fmall gloomy room,
merely fuificient to defend them from the norm,
which li^d now ket in with the greated fury. The
inhabitant^ kindly alkviatcd their didrefv, by
bringing an ample fupply of fuel; but,on«en'

quiring for provitions, it was found;, to the con*

iQicrnation pf the whole party, that not a (ingle

^^tic^e coitld bp p^rchafed in the village, yet tho

. ' . y 3 pleafuref
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pleafiiret of focietyi united to a cheerfbl fire, snd
mutull good hiiiiioar» enabled tbem to fubmit to

the dlfappoifltineDt, wttboot mormilni or repin-

ing, whlli oner of the pafleogen, who liad m-
ceifed a food edocation, and bid a aatoral tafte

for poeti^ litelrahire, amofed bif«flfoclatet witb
reading H€aW» ftory of Jofeph and Zaleicba.

wbicb, ^r iti pathetic focnies, interefiing adven-

turefy asdibe rtcb genSui of tbe poet, was admi-
rably adi|>ted to ameliorate the rigoar and in-.

conveoieBoeft of tl^jr fitoatioo.

The dativea of Aibfcara were now ^il^ofed in

commaiAorating^be death of Knflisni^ Imnd fon

of Ali, wiio perifiied at lUribailab; iJi the neijg^

bonrbodd of Bagdat, wbele a iiMkAoniiMit: if eriSs*

ed to bii memorf, andiirbiUier a fimltiiiide of

perfoni lefort in tbe bepinning of tbe nfton^

Moborrum, to repeat, tb^ir devotH^a« , Vhfk^n»
the elder brother, wai cut off by ibnie reveage-

fal female, who ceti^^p«d to tiUit tb^ ioring« of

hif life with a^^ deadly pfilfon ; biH llw eelebratioa

of this event, noticed aft anotkor part of the yclar^

does not produce fucb tumf^^MsKHm-iamentatio^^

as ufually accompany -tbe reincillbriuico of Hu^
fetn's ittte. To prevent th^Mihmm from ridl*

cuHng their okifervance.of to^ Sb^urrum cere--

mbny, the Perfians of AChbara fiiut the g^tesof

tbe fort> and commemorated the day by chaunt-

ing, in a mournful voice, tbe priifes of Ho£^ii#
and beating on their breafts with all the maiki
of unfeigned forrow.

(The ftorm having abated, t^e kafilab refumed
its progrefs before day-break^ on tbe lOtb', and
towards eve|)ing arriv«t at tb^ village Hoondea-
bad, fituated in a well cultivated and irriguoua

plain« whence they proceeded tiu^ough Fidgeroot*

and
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lAid on. the ISth reached Dc^cUabad, an cmen, po-

palout village, proteded by an adjacent tort» ^d
rendered refpeftable by a manufadnre of raw
filk. From this place to Koot, extendi a dreary

wafte, without the relief of one habitation, or a
iingle fpot of yerdnre. To the north it feen a
lofty chain of mountains, capped with fnow,
while the other quarters exhibit a fandy trad,

thinly marked with craggy acclivities.

On his arrival at Turfliifli, Mr. Forfter found
every apartment occupied at the caravanfera.bnt

a fmall prefent to the gate-keeper, who diftri-

bates the quarters according to his own inclina-

tion, introduced him to a lodging, where there

Was but one perfon. The firanger accofted our
author with great cordiality, complained of the

folitary life he had paiTed at Tur(hi(b, and fajd

he hoped to find a relief in agreeable company.
This cordial reception was admirably fuited to

the European's purpofe, a^d feemed to promife a
good iotrodadion to his Mahometan charader.
ft was now agreed, that a table (faould be jointly

fpread by tbefe companions, one of whom was to

prepare tbe daily nocals, and the other to procure
water, from a fpring that was a milq diftant from
their lodgings.

Previous to the commencement of a journey in

this part of the world, focieties are formed at the
appomted place of rendezvous, where each indi-

vidual has a feparate office allotted to him. The
moft robuft are ufually appointed to provide wa-
ter, others are enaployed in culinary operations,

and a third clafs are nominated as purveyors for

the cattle. Men of rank are, however, exempt-
ed by general fuffirage, from all laborious occnpa-

tion«
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tioUi And^ aged and infirm are ioTfriably Ireat*

ptLwitb reCpeaful.indulgence.

T)ur author t prefent companioxi wai9 CQnAaot-
ly referyed and natlanckoly> nor woyild be give
jany (urtber account of himfelf, or bift concerns,

than that he had come to Turihiih, from Aiiera-

bad. He was apparently much plenfed wiih the

European's company^ but his Angular turn of
mind rendered him an unpleafant colifague, and
in the courfe of a few days he departed to Hccar,
Jeaving our traveller in ppiTeflion.of « dark and
Solitary apartment, wit^ the privilege of being
admitted.among theinbabitants^of the caravau,

^ a /ttr^ believer.

Rcniovi rjg,. in the courfe of vacancies* to a more
agreeable IcKlging, he met with a decent pldrman^
u'buswas fmoking his pipe. This perfon had conr
trKved for fome time to procure a fubnfieoce, by
vending certain fpeUSf which were fuppofed effi-

cacious in precluding the approach of evil, and in

conferring, on their polIelTor, a conQant feries of

ifcUcity ; b,ut it was now the depth oi' winter, «n4
bis trjtde was fo extremely bad, tl^t he fi^ankly

owned he was willing to clof'e.his magical book
for ever,, if any other profpedl of a livelihood

Ihould be offeied him. Mr. Forfter being in want
^f fuch a perfonVaflillanee, cordwllyoflered him
his ntriiiance, and invited him to. partake of his

provi lions, atid the propofai was immediately ac-»

cepifd with gratiUide.
. , t t

. T!>e qKjllab, for fuch was the title affixed to

this man, on account of his profeflional abilities,

poireiTed^ natural good .temper, and foaccoinmof
dating a. difpoiition, that he would cheerfully aft,

in compliance with everywifti of his frieflLd. y^t
\b^ little regulariiy obferved by our author in. the
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boon of refffdhmenr, wai • iufajeA of fmiuent
compiaiDt to bim, at be wai an eaiioenf profict*

eot in Cbe bufinefs of tbe kttcben ; a6HTely at«

tentiire to its naanagement; and dofely attacbed

to its prodoce. His cenfore waa afuall^ convey<^

ed in an exclanoation of forprife, at tbe negleift

of a concern, fappofed by him, tbe moft import-

ant in human life } or at tbe tafte of bit patron,

when oppofite to hit own, which maft have been
vitiated by his travels through barbaroot nationa.

Having laid in a good Hock of fuel, which at

Turihiih it a dear commodity, tbe mollab and bit

benefaAor qow experienced the benefit of an ex*

ternal heat, while the air wat piercingly cold, and
the face of the country obfcored with fnow, and
thoogh their creed forbade the ufeof any refrefli-

ing cordial* yet, they were moderately t ivened

by a wholefome diet, a large fire, a dean hearth,

and an abundance of Perfian tobacco, which is

peculiarly excellent.

Mr. ForAer now devoted the'day to walking m
the town, coUeding intelligence, and frequenting

the public batht. In the evening he always re-

turned home to fupper, after which the mollah
would either read a ftory of* Yufuff and Zulei-

cha, or expound the virtue of hit fpellt, which
were fo wonderful, s,:. to triumph over moft dif-

eafet of the mind and body ; they were faid to

recai the fteps of a frail woman, to the patht of
virtue ; to (ilende a clamorous tongue } to deftrojr

worms, and to cure kibes or chilblains. He af-

firmed, that bis practice had been more extenfive

than advantageous to his finaocet, at he had been

I

chiedy employed by the lower order of people.

* Vufuff is the patriarch Jofeph, and Zuleieht is •
^Bime given b^y the Arabs to the wi/c of Mriphar

He
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}ie faid, he bad designed to travel to Mufcbid,
Avbere be might bave palTcd tbe trying feafon of

urinter, but ibat our autbor's goodneft bad now
pbviatcd biK neceffitles; as to tbe fumincr, be ne-

ver cad a thougbt upon it.

. Tbougb profeifedly a Muflulnaan, be was not

.very And in tbe duties of his religion, but out

,of tbe five daily prayers, appointed by Mahomet,
lie generally, omitted four, and foroetimes neg-

)e6ted the whole; yet, on obrprving that his com-
panion was Aill lefs obfervant, he gravely cen«

fured bis negligence^ becaufe be faid it mat pro-

per to maintain a decoruna of manners, that the

inmates of the caravanfera migbt not make unfa-

vourable remarks.

This obfervation of* the mollah's, may be faid

to dilclofe impartially, the grand tenure by which
the religion of Mahomet is held in tbe prefent

^ge. it is on a reOridion from certain kinds of

food, a certain number of ablutions, and the re-

cital of .five daily prayers, that the Muflfulman

founds his hope of Paradife, and though the lat-

ter of thefe duties, is frequently muttered over

with equal hade, and careleflnefs, when tbe ex-

liibition of a lafcivious dance, or other iimilar

amufement, attracts bis attention; yet, fuch a

perfon among the Pcrfians, is efiimated as highly

as our men of virtue, honour, and humanity* On
the other hand, whoever neglefts thefe ceremo-
nies, though the general tenor of bis life, and

converfation be void of offence, is branded with

4he mark of contumely, and unlefs he commands
jefteem by the extent of his poweif. or the glare of

^lis riches, he is inhumanly cut off from many pf

tbe benefits of fociety.
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To illuftrate the opinion of a MufTalroaD, on
the eiTential efficacy of /orms, Mr. Forfter rthitg

an obfertation of the tnollah, who faid. (fpeaking

of a friendly and agreeable Afghan), that he will-

Hngly acknowledged the merits of foch a pcrfon*i

morality, but he was forry to fee them vitiated by
his praying with folded bands. • Surely our read-

ers will l^ afloniihed, when they confider that

a creature, eiidaed with fuperior powers, br
the illuftrious ruler of creation, tlioufd have (o

tamely fobmitted to the iliackles of sin abfurd
prejudice, and have entertained an idea fo dero-

gatory to the benevolence of heaven, as to be fear-

ful of offering up the petitions of his heart, but
in ce'rtnin attitudes and portions of the body.

While our traveller and his companion were
enjoying the comforts of a good apartihent, and
favoury provifions, every room in the caravanfera

was fuddenly filled by a multitude of pilgrimsj;

from the Hirine of Mufchid. Among thole who
ruihed into Mr. Forfier's chamber, was a perfos

whoie drefs and deportment announced his fupe-

riority over his aflociates. A pilgrim, who at-

tendeid him in quality of a fervant, immediately
began to examine the room, and finding its'iitu^

ation agreeable, be diflodged the portable chattek
of the poor mollah without ceremony, dnd in an
authoritative tone, declared the place alfigned to^

the ufe of the badji, whom he reprefented as be-
ing^ of great rank tind confequence.

The hadji now feated himfelf with great fo"

lemtiity, and cafting a haughty look around^
glanced his eyes on the Kuropean, and demand-
ed his name and occupation, in a manner, which
clearly demonftrat^d his power. Our author tolct

bim that h&'^it^ an Arnbi travdUnf to Mufcliid,

but
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but to kii after confufion, the imperttfit Interfo-

gater began to fpeak in Arabic. Tbe felilty #ai
completely deteded. and tbe eiybftrrafled travel-

ler was compelled to acknowledge, tbit be was,
in reality» a native of Kaflimire, proceeding to

Mazanderan, on feme commercbl coocero. Tbit
arietion in bia anfwer produced no Airprife in

tbe badji, nor any furtbcr invefiigation. It may
bere be oblerved, tbat foch fabrictttooi ere In

common ufe among tbe \fiatic travellert. and if

Uieir true dory remains concealed, it it feldom of

any coofequence what anfwers tbey return, when
queftioned upon the fubjed of tbeir birth orcir-

oumftances.

The territory of Turihiih it' governed by afn

independent Perfian chiefs about forty yeart of
age, wboie manners are firoogly marked witb
tbat gravity, wbkh it univerfally attached to tbe

bi|[ber clafg of Muflblmen; bit appaaraol^ ia

relpedable, an^ bis adminiftration mild and po-
pular.
^ This perfonage bat built a new town, adjoining
to old TurthiCh* which it of fmall compaft, and
encireM with a wall. Tbe new town is appro-

priated to tbe refidence of tbe chief and bit offi-

cers, and it likewiff fuppUed witb a public mar-
ket and a caravanfera, tbe only one ieeo by our
author in Perfia, that Wat not fupplied with wa-
ter. The chief trade of Toribiih refults from tbe
import of indigo and other dyea^ woollen clotba,

and flpe. Tl£ chief article of export is iron,

wrought ID tbick plates. The Hindoo families

edabliihed here, occupy a quarter of tbe town*

where no Mahometan is permitted to refide, and
where they condu^ their bufinert without roo-

leftation* . Some toall companies of Hindoos are
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and on (owe parts of the Cafpian ibore i and
more confidemblc fodetiea Mte met with in ,va-

lions towns of tkt Perfian 6tilf» where tbrnr

maintain an important navigableintercoarfe with
the weftora parts of Indii.! xn

^

The Hadji, already mentioned» was a refident

of Ballroih, the principal town of Mazanderan,
whither he was now ret,arning, with the pilgrimi^

from Mnfcbid. On Mr. Forfter*s applying for a

paflage wilb the company* he affeded to fiart ib-

veral difficulties, and finding him auMous to

take the journey* he ilipulated for a. double
amount of the accuflomed hire. At length, how-
ever, the bufinefs was fettled, Mr« Forfter was
received as a fchiah among the pilgrims, without
fcruple, and on the 28th of December quittc4

Turuidi, and proceeded about ten miles to ti|e

village Killeelabad, where they pafled axold
fnowy night, with a tolerable degree of comfortj,

at a fmall caravanfera. >

Next day they were hofpitably entertained at

the fort of Hadjiabad, but our author receivedJi

violent ibock, by a fall frc^ his horfe, which t|ie

Hadji had unmercifully loaded with two heavy
paroeic of dying ftufi> b^^de the rider's weight
and baggage. Inftead of exprefllog any forrow
for the misfortune, the Hadji reprehended our
European's bad ikill, and prodided fome miibap
from the accidental ftumble.

On the 30th, proceeded to a large and pej^alous

village, called Nowblehucknm, between which
and Turttiiih the road inclines to the we^, over
a champaign and well-oultivated coonttj. At
this place, our author endeavoured to ^o^are a
flock of wheaten bread for his jottrnajTy^ver^

Vol. XXIV. Z> mm



yoniBi*f vaiTtLs

traft) but tb« nninbtr of pifgiUnib mkb
ttiide a fimiltr appHcitioD, was (o great, and
tbeir late meritorioui fenriaa fo higUy aftfeoated,

that he was obliged to reft Atiaied with a fear.

'Caket of barlef.

After travelling thirty*lwo inilaa» throagh a
defert, interfperfed with low acclivitiei^ and thin-

Ijr clothed with wood, tiMjr halted on the ift of
Jannaryi 1784, at an eminence, where a profbfieli

of fnow fupplied the want of water i end on tho

2d, airlfed at the.foiall fortified village of Tow-
rone, fitaate in the diftridi of an independant

chief, who likewife clalma the Deftrt, roachiajk

from Deronne to this place. This point Will

moft probably be nev^r dirpoted, at, fo far from
being habUabla, many traveUert have periflied in

their paiTage through it, from the intenfe heat of

the atmotphere, and the foarcity of water.

Happening to fall into difconrfe with a Ghi-

lan Seid, who had been making the pilgrimage

of Mufchid, Mr. Forfter agreed to place his pi^
tiflcDCia in a common dock with thofe of the pil-

grim, avid to (bare the benefit refnlting from ia

reciprocity of good o^ces.

On the 3d, the kafilah halted in the Vicinity of

a fmall fiream, (the firft' that bad been difeoveted

in th^ day't joumev) where both the Setd and onr

traveller cOnfented to fill a bottle for their mn*
tual ufe. The latter, however, was ^tremely
tbirfty, and made fo many applications to iW

' veifel, that the Ohilan requefied he would leave

• ibcre for bis religious ablutions.

While he retired to perform his devotions^ the

Biiropean went in fearch of fuel ; fie then r4S-

turned haittlylo his quarter, dra^k off the r6>

matniog portion of Water^ aad tqpiin betook him-
fclf
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covered hy hit aflbdatfla wbofe teoiper was
natorallj im(cible. Wben 1m had abfeoted bimv

U^ loi ibme time, he brought in a hcavf load of

wood, which he ibrew on the ground with an ait

of great fatigne« and of having performed an \mn
fmikni fenrice. «' Ay/ faid the 8eid, " while

jrott have been toiling to procure ui firing fee

this fevere nights and I, like a true believer, have
been offering up my prayerir focue hardened kau#

iir, whom I wiib majr never again drink in this

world* has robbed me of the pittance of watet

iet apart for my ablntioot.** He then made a
llridt fearoh among the traveller! for the tbiff» at

he pleafed to ilyle him> hot receiving no Utia^

hdtory intelligence, he delivered the ooknowH
culprit to the charge of every infernal fpisiti

and retired, grumbling, to hit repofe.

Arrived #n the 4th, at Khanahoody, a fortified

and populous village i the travdleri difcernedi

about three miles to the eaftward, a chain of
aoountains, of a OMKlerate hdght, eitending in a
north and fouth diredion. From the furomit of
thefe eminences is (een, to the weft and north*

weft, « fpacious plain, fpotted with a variety of
villages, and diverfified with arable lands ; nor

does a fingle aodivity interrupt the profped in

this diredion { the view, however, was rendered

cheerlefi by the feverity of the feafon, which had
completaly ftripped the trees of their gay attire^

and buried the herbage beneath a pellicle of fnoww
Faffing Kow and Kauff, two deferted villagea,

fianding on one of the great roads from Perfia to

Tartary, the kafilah reached Nafirabad, a fmaU
dilapidated fortrefs, fituated on an eminencn.
Here were obfisnred fevera} large bones, which k

feemSf
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iuam,'were t\ie remaini of fome tfUlAiiifk, fhil
died in their joarnejr to the footherir |kovincei,

whither theywereordered tobefentby N«dir8hfh.
' On the 8th they reached Shareot, a fniaU but
popalout town, fituate in the midft of a fmitfol

and irriguous plain. On their arrival at the ca-

ravanfefa, the Ghilan Setd fecbred an apartment
lor the joint afe of hioafelf and his eoinpanion.

The cold was intenfe, and had reached the point

which the Perfians term, " the ilroke of #inter {^

the fnow v-i^fcended rapidly from the clotMi, tktid

thepiercing north windWat almoft infopporiible.

Fuel if fcarcer at'thit place than in any part

of Khorafan, and when It caa be obtaitied, it ii

generally green, and unfit for immedi'ate ufe.

The apartment hired by the GHiilan had no other

aperture than the door, which he kept (hut on
account of the cold, notwith(landing our ao-
thor'i earneft entreaties for it to be fet open/ to

difcharge the fmoke. As our European was the

moft aoive of the two, it was agreed that he
Ihoiild procure firing, . and bring water, in the

morning, to enable his colleague to perform the

rei]uifite ablution, preparatory to prayer. The
'Seld undertook to kindle the fire, as he was bet-

ter able to endure its fmoke than Mr. Forfter,

and thus their employments were pretty fairly

divided, but when they came to enjoy the bene-

£ts of them, Mahomet's defcendant, wrapped in

JL large (heep-ikin cloak, would regdarly take

iiis ftation fo exadlly before the fire^ as to ex
.elude the other entirely from its warmth. So
vngenerons a mode of treatment frequently roofed

Jour fliivering authoir's anger, and induced him to

addrefs the Ghtlan, in t6rms of afperity i but

when tbe4>ffend(^cx4Wtiated on bis age and in.
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Ababroot, vitb Itt independent diftridt» nay
be faid to pertain properly to tbe Kborafan div^
Aon. tboogb ftt prefent it it coofidered at holdin|(

ol 4ftoftbad, wbicb« togetber witb tbe Hasaar
Tinreeb end Mataoderan, it governed b^ one of
.tbe moft powerful cbieft pow re6ding m Perfia.

Tbe town of Sbabroot oocopiet but a fmall fpaoe

«f gronnd» iiinoiioded in partt witb a Higbt,

eartnen wiUl. Tbe boofet are conflruded of un-
bornt brjcbtt end Bn covered witb a flat arcb.

Hany perfons in the yicini^ of this place have
loft th^Mr ooiea, toet, and fingers, by the froft«

vliicb it mucb iisverer at Sbabroot than in iny
other part of the country. The principal trade

of tbe diftrid nri(ea from the export of cot-

ton to Mazandenuiy from whence are fent in r»>

turn, Rudian Aeel and bar iron« a fmall portion

of Dutch broad cloth, copper, and cutlery.

From tbe exorbiti|nt price of fogar, that article

it but feldom ufed by tbe lower order of Per-

fiant, who AibAitute for itt purpofe a fyrup, made
of tbe inimflated juice of grapet, which they call

flierab. They likiewifc mix with their food a
bigb flavoured and falubriout acid, exprefled

ijrom the pulp of tbe four pomegranate.
Joining ft cotton Jcafilab on tbe 17th, Mr. For^

,ter procttded to Dhey Mollah, a- fmall, walled

irillage, where he and the 8eid were entertained

^itb the greateft refpeft and cordiality. The
fruitt of ihit village are reckoned pecoliarly-ex-

4%llent, and the gardent produce a charming ve*-

riety of cfcolent roott and jdantty at carrott« tur«

nipt, pe«t» ^bbaget, im.
Z3 Next
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, Next dajibqrsrrifcd'it A ffball'forfticalM

Tauck, after i^ cold aa4 wearirome joamey oif

tweoky-two milci. Eight aiilei to theToutb-eaft

of cbif place, ftauds the towo of Damgam* whofe
•levated mioarett are dilbernible at a eoofidera-

ble diflaoce. The plain, furrouoding Dauagaoiy

18 celebrated, ia the modem aonalt^ Ferfia, for

a vidorjr obtained by Nadir Shah, over the Af*
ghan Aflirnflf. This (wiere, bat dedfife battle^

in which thirty thoufand Afghans weve either

.flain>or made raptiye, advanced Nadic in the f^
oui' of Shah Thamas, who wai preieni io the

a6tioo, and afterwards permitted the conqueror

to be called the royal ila?e, by the appellation of
Thamas Kuli ; a mark of favour coniidered mm

the mod honourable that a Perfian monarch ever

conferred on a fubje6l,

Thcjourngr on the ipth led over a gradual

aCce^^t, dlverufied with patches of araUe land

.and law w<7od, and in the evening 4hey reded at

the village Killautau, fituate on the declivity of

a hill, where Mr. Forfter procured a neceflary

fupply of bread. -

Next day they pafled a range of roined build-

ings, at the diHance of one mile from the village

Hirroos, and obtained a lodging in the remains of

a bath, that, in all probability, bad once per-

tained to Tome more important place, than was
indicated by the adjacent ruins. The Ghilaa
Seid did not, this evening accompany our author,

who complained greatly of the lofs of bis pre-

feoce, and acknowledges, that theSeid't company
bad now become fo amufing and convenient, that

be already began to edeem him as a trudy friend.

From Sbahroot to this iiation, the ra^ ^ has a

wederly tendency, through a champaign couor
• . t . try.
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irf, oceafiooally dotted with low hill«. The foil

ia a mtstore of earth aod fand, and the cultiva-

tioo is good. The fidea ofthe htllB are ufoaliy cp-

tered with fMimeroaiand excellent flocks of (heep«

On the 21 ft they reached Challoo, an open viU
lage, in the vteinage of a fteep bill, and clofe to

the brink of a rapid flream, that was daihed«

with a noble effed, on the fcattered rocks which
compofed its bed. They had now entered a coun«

try embelllibed with majeftic forefts, and over*

fpread with mountains. Here alfo they faw a

namber of oaks, bat their flonted appearance

evinced their want of a better foil and kinder

climate. Mr. Forfter and the Seid were comforts

ably lodged in a mofque, by the attentions of the

villagers,who fnpplied them with an abundance of
fuel and a wholefome repaft. Tbe houfes are here

built witlrterraced rooia, fupported by largebeams.
Unfavourable weather detain:;d the paflfengers

till the 23d, bat tbe hofpitality of the peniants

fufiered no diminution, and the party then pro-

ceeded through a mountainous trad of country,

interfeded with numerous little ftreams, and co«

vered with large trees; but as tbefe were now dif-

robed of their verdant honours, by tbe icy band
of wint«r, it was impoffible to afcertain the dif-

ferent fpecies.

. Having pafled the night on the road, where a
large fire was kindled, to qualify the feverity of
the air, theycontint^ed their route through a foreft

till theevening.when our author unluckifyloft fight

of his companions, and after feveral nnfucceisful

attempts to difcover them, refigned bimfelf up to

the gloomy idea of remaining till day-light, in the
mid ft of thewild and immenfe woods. Attempting,
however, to fafteD up hit horfe, he difceroed two

men.



m$9»^ wBo w«re <iriviiig a bollock before dMtti, tttd

wb^» witbbot tnjr impertinent qoedifiot, readily

^ooduded him to a fmall ptebi, idrtcd ajr a 6oe
dream, where'be fbund the pafehgen fefrefliiof

ibemrdvea after the toilt of the da/.

On the 24th, they proceeded about twenty
miles through the foreft ; a joarney vrfaich, ly«

ing over fieep hills and a moi ft clayey foiI,<prov«'

ed e&tremely difficuU of accefs to the cattle^ ami
halted on its weflern boundary. »

Next day completed the paflage of the fofeft»

baviog frequently croifed the Mamnderao rivet

ivhich, after meandering in various direiftions,

takes a north-weilerly courfe, through the 0at
quarter of the province, and difembogues itfelf

' into the Cafpian fea at Mofchid Sir. Among
|he' hills, this ftream is pretty rapid, but fordable

foriidcQ horfe^ ; and, in the plains, it flows with

Hn eafy, regular current. A fmall aflefTment was
made 00 tf^t merchants, at a tolKhoufe, within

the verge ;)f the foref!, where Mr. Former was
pifo laid under t^ trifling contribution^ on acpount

of his bting a Granger.

In the courfe of ti^eir journey through the fo-

red, they neither met with any habitation nor
^ifcovered any culture, except a few- narrow
llrips of land at the foot of the hills, fiut now
the fcene w.^8 agreeably changed. The peaceful

valleys, crowned with luxuriant herbage ; the

peat and open villages; the verdant acclivities,

and cryftal rivulets, exhibited a charming pidure
of plenty and rural quiet, and impreffed the con*

templative mind with a foft delight. The air

was likewife perfedily ferene, though in the win^

ter feafon, and refembled that of an April morn-
ing in England. This fudden change of weather,
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ifi'lb ihon a (pace of time, refulti from the vici*

nltyjofthe' province to the Cafpian Sea j its low
fitnationi and the admirable (belter of the neigh-

boariog mouotaina. Numerous flocks of (heep

were feeding on the pailares, but tbeir fixe was
iofenor to thofe of Khorafao, and.their flefh nei«

ther fo fat nor well tafted.

On the 26th, they entered Sari, a fortified town«
and the refidence of Aga Mahomed Khan, the
chief of MuKanderan, Afterabad, and fome other

diilrids. This day's journey had led through a
flat, fylvan country, interfered with Several ri-

Tolets, and bounded, on the north-eaft and fouth-

weft, by a range of low hills.

The town of Sari was found to have fuflfered

feverely from the efleds of a recent conflagra-

tion. It occupies no great extent of ground^
bat is extremely populous, and contains many»
creditable merchants, who refort thither, with
articles oi foreign produce, for the chief and his

officers. The walls are kept.in excellent repair,

and the ditch, though rather narrow, is of a
great depth, and forms a fufficient defence againft

any enemy, who, at prefent, exifis in the coun-
try. A neat and commodious palace has been
lately ereded at this place, which isdefcribed as

CHie of the moft agreeable edifices in Perfia.

The front is occupied by a fmall efplanade, u^here

three pieces of cannon are mounted, on carriages

of good workmanfhip. In the neighbourhood
is eflabliOied a fociety of 'Armenians^ who exer«-

cife a various traffic, and diftil a fort of fpirit,

from grapes, which is a favourite beverage of
the governor.

Quitting Sari, on the 27th, proceeded twenty
miles, through a country finely diverfihed with

plains
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plains and foreftii crofled a fordabic tttemt^ lliat

iQclinei to the north>wefl, in it« way to the Ma-
xanderan river; and halted, in the evaninfi oo
the borders of a wood, near the hi.s'h road.

On the 29th, arrived at Balfrou, Isaviog tra«

veiled over the moft execrable road in all the coan<^

try. After obferving a fmall ifland in the river^

at the diftance of two miles from the town, where
Sliah Albas ereded a palace* which has lately

been dilapidated, by the governor of Balfrofli,

Mr. Forfter received intelligence of three Ra^an
veiTels, that were lying in the road of Mufchid
Sir, and were expeded to fail, in a few days, to

Baka, a weilern port, on the Cafpian Sea. It

was now eflentially requiiite that he ihould a6t

with extreme caution, his affairs having arrived

it a crifis which mud now terroinatft in fcHcity

•r misfortune He had hitherto worn the maik
^f Mahoiyfetinifm with good fuccefsj had been
admitted, onrefervedly, into the fociety ofMufluU
men; lived at the fame board with the rood
irid and fcrupolous, and conduced bimfelf> in

fuch a manner, that no perfon had the moti dif<*

tant idea of any deception. It was therefore ne^

eeflary to calm the mind of the Seid, on account

«f his projef^ed departure, and to ad, with the

utmoft precaution, at a moment when the difco*

very of the truth might have fubjeded him tci

the moft violent refentment. He therefore told

the Gbiian that he was going on a pilgrimage to

a celebrated tomb> in Mufchid Sir, and bade hiia

adieu, with an affected unconcern, while he fi*

lently breathed fin ardent ejaculation for the pro-

fperity of his venetable, deluded companion.

Reile6ihg on a variety of fceneF, that had re-

cently occupied hii attention^ and on the QuriouiA
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JNBf iDftfefllDg conuedionty fortned in the conrfb

of bit tniveliy be now proceeded to Mufcbid Sir*

a ftMggiio^ filiage, on tbe eaftern banlL of tbo

Mazanderan river, ten milet diftant from Bal*

frofh^ and about two from tbe Cafpian Sea. Ofa

tpproaebing the Ruffian quarter, be prefented

bimfelf to a perfon who was pointed ont as tbe

maHer ofone of tbe veflels, bat be was unable to

tniilce bimfelf uhderflood. An interpreter waa
now called in, who was informed, without re-^

C«r^> that our ^tbor was an Engliih gentle-

man, who bad travellied through the northern nart

«(f India and Pierfia, from Bengal, and now wilned

to return to bis native country by way of Ruffia.

For fooie time, tbe linguiil Teemed to doubt
the?ei<aci^ of this account; but, at length, be
w^s convinced of its reality, and tbe mafter

agreed ti^ convey l^u Forfter to Baku, whence
he mighft proceed, seconding to his inclination,

Tbe befinoift being thus amicably fettled, he was
invited to partaike of fome fiih broth, ferved up
in a wooden bowh he acdepfed the invitation

; with pleafure, and made a*hearty meal, iti com*
pHliy with the mafter and half a dozen Tailors.

The Ruffian habitations, at Mufcbid Sir, afe

ill conftrufted and v^ry dirty. The fides are

cempoTed of ftaket, five feet high, driven in tbe

cround, atitf. interwoven branches; and the roof

1$ iSiatc^et! with Araw. The furniture is e^uaU
ly coarfe and fimple, comprlftng Tome narro#f
nVooden beds, a long board, Iniiira in tbe centra,

for the purpoTe of a table, and a few iools, or in-

verted backets, for the adcommodatlon of tbe in-

mates; but our author had been To long apcuif-

tomed to bard liviug, in all its variations, that ^
cabin of this deTcription» iii^piied with an aflefii*

«, blage
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binge ofroagh utenfilt, apf^rody to bn viewy like

a gartii (bed botel } aad tbe wooden Ipoos, boife,

and platteii were regarded at (iipeeior luxoriea.

Duriog tbe firft cUiys of bit refidence at tbis

Tillage, ne- esperienced a great refireflicreiit . of
body and mind, at tbe incon?eQieocet of rifing

before the dawn, benumbed wttb cold; packing
up his baggage} aflifttflg tbe camel drirer in a
long and painful journey ) and, finally, ileeptug^

on the bare ground, expofed to all tbe inclemeo-
cy of the weather, were now done zwry, and bis

repofe became regular and falutary.

Tbe Cafpian Sea exhibited a magnificent
fcene, and itt waves, impetuoufly laibing the

fbore, produced, in the mind of our European, a

triumphant retrofpeft of paft dangera, tbouffb be
ingenuouily fiylet it, "a rifing fally of preiump-
tion, ill fuited to the nature of nfan;" and afiirms

that he endeavoured to fuppreft It, by calling to

remembrance tbe train of eventt whicb more
immediately promoted bis journey, and in which
bit own exertiont bad but a very inconfiderable

ihare.

Speaking of the Ruffians, with whom be now
.xefided, he iays^ they are evidently of lower fia-

lure than mod of the nations in the nortb of Eu-
rope, and bave the thick form and. broad vifage

of the Tartart* Their ufuai drefs coofifis of a

Jong ihirt, like that of tbe Mufitilmen, a ihort

pair of breechet, a long outer vefi, faftened round
the middle, with a girdle, andi a pair of boots.

Their hair bangs carelefsly round their neck, and
when they go abroad they cover the head with
a fort of bonnet, which is taken off in the inter-

'cbange of civilities, and laid afide at tbeir own
, boc^es. „^

Bfen
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Even the ordinarr claflci pofloTa a fnavitx of

nanneri and addreii, that might be imitated*

.without a Uu(h*.by the iipios of opolenoe„ in po-
liter naiioiu. On the entrance of a Enffian into

;« room» be uncovers his head, apparently regard-

Jefs of the company, and, with an air of humble
jveoeration, offert up a prayer to the Saviour of
•the World; he then pays his refpc&s to every

jperXon prefent ; and, on his departure, a^ in a
timilar manner.
Mr. Forfier had not long enjoyed the felicity

attendant upon his emancipation from labour,

and the inceiTant taik of fupportiog an aflbmed
.charader, when he undjcr^ood that no perfon
.could leave the proirince without a paflportj and,

•at the fame time, difpovered that the interpreter,

.who was an Armenian, had, with a treachery pe-

culiar to his tribe, circulated a report, that he
was pofiefled of many valuables, and,'in aU pro-

.bability, was a fpy. This fabrication inftantly

obtained credit with the Mahometans, and the

^lopuiar cry became fo Urong againft our unfor-

tunate traveller, that the mafler of the veflel be«>

came fearful of affording, him ihelter, and plain-

ly told him, that if he were to receive him on
board. Without a pailfport, both the veflel and
.cargo would be feized. Abbas AH, the princi-

j>al freighter of the bark, had ihown our author
.many civilities, fince his arrival at Mufchid Sir,

and feemed anxious to relieve his embarraiT-

,V ent. After feme time, it was agreed that the

European (hould go on board, until fome plan

might be adopted for his departure. He accord-

ingly quitted the Ruffian quarter, fecretly, and
walked to the mouih of the river, where he found
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ii longi fliallow btr, onlj nifigable for bottiiaA
light veflelf.

The bark, which was abodt the burden of nos
hnndiM tons, with two mafts, lay aboat a leag«i
fVom the ihore, in feven fathom water. In
clumiy form and conftrudton ferved to de^
monftrate, that the Raffian (hip-bailderi

made little improvement iince the time of
the Great. Having ftraight fides, and a

rous kitchen on the deck, it could only fail

ly, before a good wind; and, as the Cafpiaa ia

but fcantily Ibpplied with harbours, this, witk
other vefTeli of a fimilar conftrudion, was foi^

nilhed with anchors and cables^ of uncommon
flrength and magnitude, to withftand the impe^
tuous waves and furious gales that frequently

prevail in the open roads of this fea. The cre#
condfted of a mafter, here termed a boatfman,
his mate, fix feamen, and a cook, who provide

their own food, from their pay, and fuch privi**

leges as reful*: from their traffic.

The marmers treated our author with the
Moil Cordial hofpitality^ who mingled among
them without rqferve, and was always aceomrao!-

dated, to ufe his own expreffion, with the higt^

tft fit>ol, the beft fpoon, and wheaten bread.

During his delay in this fituatioo, Mr. Porfict

fetched out the following obfervalions on Pei»-

fia, which we hope may prove acceptable to mH
Yeaders.

Matanderan, fituate on the centre of thfc

Southern (bore of the Cafpian Sea, is bounded
by Afterabad on the eaft, Ghilan .on the weft*

and by the mountainous trad of foreft, already

mentioned, on the north. Balfrolh is confidered

m the capital of the province, though, from its

3 firengtb

mcnt



ttiiaA

er. Iti

to d^-

5rs WW©
Of PcsMk

ill

ifpiaa «
lis, witk
was fop*

tie itnpeM

equcotljr

rhccrc#
loatfmatfy

> provide

ich ptifi^

with the

d anionic

he higlr-

.ead.

T. Forftdr

ison Ptw
]e to otAr

le of thft

boanded
the wcil»

|ft, already

)ofideTed

from its

ftrength

IM tuDiA, Ice. 907

4raBftb andxentral fitoation Sari» bat boeo chof-

CD — ihc relidence of the chief.

The toprii of BaUroih is huilt in an irregulaft

«bl<Mig fbrro» and occopiei one mile and a half

•f ground in circumference. As lis fitualioo ia

Ifw and moift, the ftreels» in the winter* are

choked with mad. The houfes are roughly coii«*

llroded, of brick or clay, and have generally %
very mean appearance. There are four caravan-

feras, which are, however, inferior to thofe of
Vpper Per(ia, both in refped of fize and conve-
niences; but the niarket'place, occupying tb6
principal flreet, denotes a briik traffic.

„ The rice of Mazanderan is highly efiimated by
fhe natives, whofe marlhy lands are ill adapted
fothe culture of wheat. This deficiency of bread-

com is, however, in foine meafure, compenfated
l^ a luxuriant growth -of fugar, which, though
ci an inferior quality, i« found to anfwer its ac*

caffomed purpofes. It might be naturally fup*

pofed, from the contiant demand for this article

Sn Perfia, and the rarity of its growth on this

|fde the Indus, that extcmfive benefits muff refuU
|oM^landeran from fo valuable a pofleffions but
the cultivators are totally ignorant of the me-
thods of preparing and refining it, and it there-

lore yields but an tnconfiderable portion of pe-
cuniary advantage. The province aifo produces

t fmalJ quantity of filk, which affords employ-
ment to a fociely of Jews. Its chief trade, how-
ever, is upheld by an intercourfe with Baku,
whiph fends hither J^uffian bar iron, fiour, faf-

Ikon, and remnants of broad cloth, in return for

lB»tton» rice, and calicoes.

The navigation of ih« Cafpian Sea has been

long attepipted hy the ferfiaiis, though hitherid

thcic



thcstr endeivourii have been crowned'bat wifli'li

fmall (hare of fuccefs. Their vefleti* afaatly fif^

t^d out at Parabad, are rodely conftra^M, open,
and ill managed, feldotn venturing to Tea, but ia

the fummer.
The province Afterabad, on the eaft fide of thtt

fouthern Cafptan (hore, enjoys a falabrious air/s

beautiful country, diverfi^ed with hill and dale^

and an abundant fupply of excellent water ; bift

affords little produce for exportation, except dri-

ed mullets, that are cured by fmoke, and are Co

highly eftimated by the Ruffians that two cargoea

are annually fent to Aftracan.
* -iGihilan, the mod wealthy province borderingoa
the Cafpian Sea, is bounded on the foath by m
mountainous chain, that ciivides it from the

dependencies of Calbin and Caflian; atid oil

the weft by the territories of Talifli and Aftara.

Its pofition is a wefterly parallel from Mazao-
deran. The revenue of the chief is computed
at two hundred thoufand pounds, a confidera-

ble portion of which arifes from the produce of
iiik. It is neceifary to remark, that fpecie bean
a double value in thefe parts to the fame fum in

£ng1and. Silks are exported hence to Aftracan.

chiefly throngh Armenian merchants, who pof-

fefs the principal fliare of the Cafpian trade.

The difficulties attendant on Mr. Porfter^s de-

JMirture, having at length been obviated by a
timely application of Hindoftan gold, the veiTely

in which he had embarked, ^ot undd^ way on the

14th of March, butan unfavourable gale imped-
ed its progrefs, and obliged the mariner, to caft

anchor, till the 17th, when an aufpicious gale en-
abled them to reach the entrance of the harbour

Mi Baku. The wind now changed foddetilyrand

* >' blew

«

fcry
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Htw wHIb ftfttrtftM viftkft«e .firom tlift lind, bat
fkt pwnivaity of the Iboro kepi dowo the ISm, aixA

jlMarcoihF prtv^ttd the ddJodioo of th« orew*
Thf Kntttaoa relying qd the llr«ngth of thsir

CBorroout ancbora and cablets went tootented^

^f to Hfcf, DOT even i{tteaiDtcd to <eDtke anv prof
pftrfttioo, ia cafe of the bark pftrtiag from the an?
fheni thoogh fome few, and thole the moft ani*

pifttcd, oecftfionally opened their eyet, and ioH
yfored the proteaioa of heftvea agaioft the iwj
wi the ftovm.

Co the i6tb the tempeft abated, when they eo^
tared the port* and fainted a Ruffian frigate, with

f difcbargeof all their arma, withont either coonf
or regolarity.

The agent of the veflel happening to menttofi
^(•European paiiengerto tbecommandiog officer,

]Mr. Porfier waa fummoned on board the frigate,

where he related the motivea and general route
of bit joi^rney, and met with a reception far fa«'

ycrior, in refpca and boTpstality, to what he had

Ppeded from the roeaoeis of hia apparel*, and
ft uftfopporied narrative.

' The Gbibn envoy proceeding on board the fri^

?ate, waa greatly aftomihed to fee our author,
^bom be (uppofed a MuiTulman, (it down to ta*

ble with the Ruffian gentlemen, but when he faw

If barber commence an operation on the beard
and muilacbios, that had been worn as a conve*
Joient ma(ic» he expreircd great indignation, re-

garding Ml-. Forfler with a mingled look of fe^

verity and contempt, and peremptorily conamand-
i»>g the operator to defift. Finding bis rage dif*

* Our aui^or ohferves, that hi* drc£i ftt tt»u period wa»
wcry OiiiiOiiry. .

A a 3 regarded.
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jrvMfMi'^iiiaeilvllft^cMtetftedltliiiiMriiM^^^ t»t

3P«i» di%fioe l| «MreoMipleie/i«d'yoirill6k tte
•iwnuwP;- ^* --' .- •'^'^ ^^•'^- -^.3-^

ed tki £«»opMa with tiptffjfon hir £Wiifti«6ldld

•Aadlnnigon iftto^tbe iDwniif Bako,lM ilCb pM*
cmred liimm niflai^Awm a Ot«0lt«Hii«lMiiif, %l%#
iosktiyoiiMlsif^rtiiiMil, In »eiri«|iiif^riHe«^

clofif«l]r ooctq^dd by Cliriftiiiis tnd SdMi IfaO

\liiie town titJMn, in the fyrovtues 0f Shlf^
iPlii, Aaodi OB tbi-fidithirti fid^of'^Aie \^i Uf
dftminfereaoB it compttted at one ritile,? tfild*W
popoArtioii, ehiciytfoollAlng offnevcha^fs, ifVenr
isaHfiderahle. At the period of MfV i^MM%f%
tratehinto Ferfia^ this town had a double #att
on^theMAeni ide, but the extorter oii«^ hai be^il

deftrayed bjr die fca. The provioce^ prodoeoi#
,

gteat qoamitf of filk^ of wbleh four hefidrei

loiis are (ent mmmUf to Attn&m. Saffron fftalfw

produced there of an excellent ^oality^^ffid whicll

fionftiintet an important article oftrade. 'A foci«

«t3F of Mottltan Hindoos* loogeftabliflMin Baku,
contribotes greaily ta the cketlatioa of its coobo

neree; ^hef nfoallf embark' at' 'Fstta, a Hrge
towQt in the lower track of the Indoa, front

whence thef proceed to Baflbrab, and there joi»

the Pcrliao lofitahs) tovae few indj^ travel fo

the Cafpian Sca» bjr way of Randabkr%nd Herat^

bnt they complain grievonily of the oppreffiont

of the Mahometans, and inevitably expofe them*
felves to infalt and reproach.

On the Slit, oor anther irifited the Atafiigah,

or Place of Fire* where he wu courteooliy receiv-

,'».» ed
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f receiv-
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^ .flfptc^ttil «itli tMr «jrtMiigr# 4Nliit

^^r fimtf oofler tlie femblanoe or m% itaiWt»

t|ii4ifVinim i ato oMiiijr ap«fft«eott* <I» Mdi^aC.
tMie if n teUv voksMMi^ ^Imhoo & iTiili^liiifftsiii^

vi^igMB tf^fffl^t ^ioogh n ItMUMi^ (Of fawimn^ ^
tlM^fom«r«Hiiidooa|lar« Tbia ift it «iGi§*

4ad in the deplb of wioter it fenrflt to diMr 4b*
ttif^B Qrei^rni wbo forrooid tli a&dwhdb bto-

^ ooogb and) wmi frntriitfld appnniiea do»
«Mioii«re ibo ooxiovf qnalitf 4tf tbdi temirili^

tobol' .00 cWiof ilieJIittiMl. tbtimiiJAftMl*^
J^ intJBgli flwItVbcii,^^yiH tbo«tr ItftlMi

^ptftoroi. i bdlow found It Mard* attaadid vitli.

a firoog ooiraatof cold* 3rat JBiamawhla^ aia*.

Tba^ooloofof the flame it eioeadtogjljrpal^ vltS^«^ iiijt pereqptibte fmoke, %at it einua aibfii&
lPpo9r» Uial iapedea tbc ra&iratioQ of a tonfi'r
^•> . Eijdiifife of locb Unam tba apartaKiUBib'%

lti||a^e»i0iiiiigfrom a aatimd oxcatatioi^lNnnai
uuxfiaoUy IB ao open plaoai fimllar foleiBC%i»-.
<:iiiUiBg limekilai. aboood naar tba aatariar of
tbc irolU aod'one of tbem barbaon adapted^ by

.

tJie,HiiidoQ«, to tbe porpole of a ^suMial ph»
1^0 mooataiiioot land lafeanifoni tbia pbMB|.aac
Mkv ftroog erapttont of Samef tbe fornmadiog
foU oot^fti of a fimdy earth. iDtennixed witE
l|ooet« aod oatnre feena to dirobarge b^rdiCiv

cordaot aiaoM tnr av toolFeafire aDediiiiii» wbil^.
10 o'iber parts of tbe globe^flw Ihakaa tbe forfiMO^

with ftroDf ooBfolfiNMt aod iwffimily po«m
around a 4mgp of dellriidioii# |

la



fin Hi iod tib^a, tbii inarter «r (UiNrill ft
iHBiUii-^o the protiiice of Khf^Hii, jM AiMi lif

Aole foircifr 0f foel, and latge Mbft; tfttt

the the air hi wl^ it e<|aa»^ ebtd iitfpt^
W;#iCh thii dii^efice, that iH SMl'wiii U {|^

Mjea to fbfft, filppofed to reftlll frtioi the vld*^

nity of %hp Cifpiaii Sea. The foil con^ntdntF af«
ftRnbiii aAible Nriretl 0f#lieat ai^d t>irlc#,wMch.

fttmed ioto^bread.coBftittite tlief<xK)<>rthe|flN^

inhabitantsi the mnttoh it exoelleot. MiA rdlt ai
llie rale of a pennj per pott'pid. f|ruitt,' iiictttdiii|^

diefaiitt, grapet, peart, ihd app}ii;t» are #»tregio-'

Ihr plentifm ; and a wine it made ai t|ie towil of
8liahlDac|iee« fimilar, tp fobftahc^ aiijl fllfbiir* Mr
tlie ted wine ofBloiardeaax. tlie prov^ri^e ofSKlr-
Waii ft boQD^ed oo the north hf 0^r$eiit ; bq ths
ea^ If the Ca^an 8ea; on theToi^th by the ter«

ritory of Atknp and on the weft by the dlftrlCb^

of Ounjifl^ ao(l paH of Georgia, '
'

'

T,

On the ISth of April, every MfiTenger hetu|
ittliarlked with all the parcelt tbatcpi^ld foflP,
Vly be received/ onr a^ttior failed between ''d

final! jdand <nf rqc^'aod the niain. '^e expreflet

Kltnftlf greatly iprirrifed at the crowd ofjp^(^e»
aiid Ifae prodigtont oi;iaQti^y of ndercliaA^ile that

was feattered ovi^ the 6sdk, fini Aiijpeod^ froog^

every part of the S^et. The iodging approfinat*'

ed to bit repofe, wat to feanty, at blrely to a^i;^'

init of hit lying on one fide i but he bad fbrtiiiif,

aldy procured an interior ftation, by i^bich naeaiit'

he avoided the inconvenienice of being trOMldea

neder foot by the other paffengen. When' feat*

ed at the (ame table wiitb a Ko^n» a Gt|rSsek, ft

Fbriian, and an Armenian, he cooteni|dated^ with
cictreBie plea(bre. the canfe which had^nnited
fittperfons 6fdifierent nttioBi^ caAomiji And pre-
«*

jpidi
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OllUitt

Aeter*
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ed froia

ci:c^dea

leifi'feat*

sd^witli

kod pre-

judif

liilpek |k«l»ra juid proAt» tliroiigli«M9q^
ch*oiiib|^^n*{ff> ibft vigoioiit mirfoit ofIbd^oi;^;

'ydS^ HbelkMKigM feooet of foperiHtioHiipe fiv-

^uaM^ t^itiMPrp dowiH^yM Ml, ale Irat llltls

U^flMrdod"""
'^

,

"•'^'

.^Hmf'mg Cem two ftftiog veflil% tliot imtlMd
ll»e iif«|ii*Uf of the Aaracxn (bora, tlio boiAe'

oi^oe lo an lochor* io ihfco fathom wlittefvof|lw
w^caiUg of the ^h« /hot no 4aBd mm Sq fljj^t.

Oft th^ approach of night* |he wind hbgaH to

MSI^qm with ttneommon lory, and our anthor^lMd.

BiOt loDg^ t<^ttred to bed, whan it wsaa di&ofclcil'

. ibat the ¥iiSiA was agroooiil. A'tetfom of JDonfn**'

Inmi now enfned, marlEed with Marions tokens of
diftreis* while ibaae were ttttaring loud eiclaaM-
tionsin the Ruffian, Perfian». or Armenian laiiw

mage^ and othen were bemoaning their cfliel

^fbojr in. Jurkifli and Greek. . Amidft the 4tf
iperfit^-of modes adapted in expreffing a ftnfii of
Ibia (fifafter, and while every man waa iiDploilii|f

Ibo.interpofiCfon of P^ovidance, in hia#vQlaB^

fnage aq^ QMnaer, Mr, Forfier waa addrefled b^
e mfian, who had taken refuge in tlie cabiiiip

fUd who now implor^di^ in the mof pathetic

lerms, the accommodation of a pillowy that ba
Slight conmofe bimfelf with re6^natlon for tho
^^oach of his diflblotion. Yet it waa tonark<t

ee* that he never mentioned the name of Ma*
netj but leveled the whole force of liis peti*

ttons at All, whom he loudly invoked, under thd
»pndUlions of <* the friend of God/ the bran-

diwer of the ininndble iirord, and the Lord of
l^ialthfok : ^ 1

\
The



Im^ Wciltf fittci thit iM tliraMB Miilf
litjMiffc% btkig nofMl §ormm6, «fc#%Mr||'^mht
ilimmwMfiiw leUefcd* bat titt inciMim Huf df
tte wind lad wtftty wiri^wd^lh^ J (<ggittiiftlwi*

opnr JflMiiMiitlj 4t»genNit« Mri K?^ p^>
poM th« UphtaDiiif of tbs fiillel> 1^ tbrowiny
ofer board loiiie part of the cmo, bot thepiii^
A^en invdgbed bittarlf agaloftfoch an okpo-
diool, affiroitBg, that be who jplaoned it bad no^
thiai to lofe, and was therefore caie)eft df tb#*

ewenl. Tbairtdeaf, boweteri were tftHfoondedL

for the Baropean candidly ackcowledget, that b*
deter Mt i^itroBger relootainee to <|nii tbe foaaet

df Ule tbm a^ that moment, and obfiMnret* thar
be eenld not poflU>l7 fnpport, with fonitode, tbir

doQleaplation of an, nntioielf death* open tbat^

Ihofe, which he had <b long fooght with ouncli

kbonr and ansietf.

A little before'noon, on the 2ad, the wind be**

gan to iUbfld^ and the tnarinen were enabted*
ibongb with great difficoltjr, to holft oat tb#
boat, wbkh Wig nnproportionabljr Urge andpon^
dcMnifl, and the barb being dilbiirdciiMd of ftiebr

nweigbt» iaaaMdiatelf rofe from the fand» not
oter tooqbed it after.

miionf to qntt a TeiTeh where th# iiloltitod#

and nnfodableoeft of the paflengera had beeomef

yntf etfenfive* onr traveller, with tbe€h'ecfk mer*'

•bant, hired m Kalmock boat, in wbich tbejr pro^
oeeded, with the affiftanoe of fenr tout rowers, air

tbe rate of five milei an honr. towardi tbe AftniH
cnnebannel. \ *

Abottt qqidnight, the boatmen were lb greatly
fbtigned bjr kbeoriag at the eaN, that it was in-^

difpenfiblx oeceflarf for them to be- fefr^lbdl
with a little l^ep. Mr. Foriler w«t dfo «s^
h -*

Ueandf
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lpol« till iIm tmlt moniliif. AtliMfc
^ dtf tlM9 retard tbdr foots^ «ai.«t «i|itt

^dmiMflm ai* titioit,depoaiia«t<<ttiBiiHd
W«clit» wiMBro mariiM foardii Mc^fep^
MiMce nT the MAonMiclMtoA CH •Mbaoi'^ii
obfervanoe of qoaraoline, wbeo tiqalitOk 'Hi»i
tba Kalteocki wemtfifiaiMcdHiml «nei^t^Md
boat hired of rone Tttrkomaii Tartan^ «b# «lli

•IT iodaftrioui, qiiiet|ieeple« cbthed lilfip Kufcn
Mdiien, aod acknowledged at«fcliil fiil^eAi lo

the date. '

Oil thdr coto'mf within view of the fleet
dittffohof Aftracan, the Greek mefchaiit atolh,

sod with eo uDatfieded decent devotion, olK»red

wp a tribute of thaDkrgiving to« the Alai^h^»
ioc hit prefervadoo and fafe retorn io hit aatiio

land. Mr. Forfter voluntarily foUowtd lb eftoel*

lent ao caample.
When they had landed at Aftracaok aid arrived

ottheoaerchant*» boofeyour travatter begged leaoe

to settle to a private apartment, till he flioold have
piovided himfelf with a Eoropeaii hahilt a«d
tendered hit perfonal appearance moteStable
loan introdttdion to ftcangeraibolhit teiilbita

Icieod dmggcd him f^nrctblylatoa foom» wtthout
l^«iiog to his prdpofaU and pisefeoted iMm to n
lady aod fome (rentlemen. who, ootwithtaldiog
hit coaDaoQ jPerfian draft, Ioarii beard, aod wea-
ther-beaten face, congrati^ted him io the waim-
«ft termt upon ^i« arrival, and ende#voared» by
every polite attention, to didlpaie hit appareilt

eanbarmAnent* After « flK>rt time fpeot ioam
agreeable converiation, he retired to bed« and
ueptTonndly. till the next moroiog, when hia^»
ncfoui haft infixed on iimnlyioghiiB withiiiii*

ablo



lip ktoWMniralv Hlwwilb^ o&mnWtmA m^mK
mMaifiB^ mmSmamt wPiA 0AkMiim, bfsimu^'

rHubtuu iRfao ilb#> rtiPfui '^Jiaalwni 4ir tie

lv><C;ooiicriog tlMpltiifaf€tfi«tloii of Mr«ffbr|l
t#ir^ iivinttllito |wrtod)4tar raadivifttJ^ aa««-

iitllf expia Ibmfr defbri^dtt ^of 'tMi^qiMrter of
(MBfti «rhick iw*i|{ifet In nearijrHi^.f>lirtwiii|

t IBbe terfitoTf'Hf AHlRiurtK it'b#r(^el«d» «ii»^m

imdUof to till* iolMbitedp^rt of IVsali^tooloB

,^fftiy I OB^ tlie footfa, b)r« the terrtii'vihorct of
«ikoCtfpiiftfi oa<tbe Ibiuli-eill/ lifatdofirvt 4f
'VfariiiMrWndbad «yietb cstend^g'to Cireifc i

•nd on cbe 'ireft* Imf •ootli«r Ami iraift^ tfant di*

f'Vtdn^it fRMOiabr Bhick Sen. TIm iflnnd oicen-

^^M bf^Alb«fl»B» M "#611 a» iti ii«pendktlt>Mrti-

titofffi' iMTOdiMitt no'irlieatr yet iliem it^no'|NMrt«of

Hbe Rottin do«kiloBstiM^erToppHiiliNlli that

4nviUNiMo«rtielo/> To tho woA mm! Ibmli c^iUk
Yytf,.|bed«ntf)r pfodoon « nntnrnl £il«^ wliiefa

4t»nflieei|ind^«ioi%)cM furdooMAk piir|M>leti nml
4t.fent9 bf wntetotiringe, |ip||nreral reiiiolop»ii

^llM«»pir4' 1i»wflidlli<of4^faopnMrUM3ehn0

^««to>itkeivife gfMi^ teponed Hy tbn»4flieiki

^ ; AnioipiortnnteQniMrnnMt long AiMAiibn-
ttnam dm inhnliitMU of A^raean nod tlio Tm-
#«n> of Kiiievn nnd^Btebmnt wIm» pnicbti^n ««-

* ItJi tnpty fiwpticd with provificnu, byjneanft <^ t^
'^VUHi^l^iH Citnun, md from Co&«» thofiiik tt the dn«
ttfce ot<ii»tiiwifind.nrt|«4 > '^

v?<»» ^ flety
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Thk rivvr, whofci comfoit cqttimil<4'il4p< iJMli i

imi ibcbfmioMiNnvMorvdi Md^Aftst IkkrdM
S999nl€itmi»v4 ooMiinimBilli lovn^ lipjtf

Atlet below Aftracan. Fmnd ^ kfal: liiiBiiMr

jandja4nlta of boaia haiBg varp«d aplaClibiu

ivbifbfJKMaiiilw l^olgi M tM.ctMr, o^ ]$ij«!ttill#>

.MMMd«ili«A iioaifeii Ihoiiveri Mota^si* jIm^

4»rtbo!old^:aa9i(ili'flfl4 bf • joaiial liMildittte

«o iu|4 Iho Mlic. >771ia 9«p«l«U«fi{0ln4ftr«fP»

«fnoof .nb^nirare.io be <eekao<qi<»nwfiiiii ^Mif
-tbe Rnflianib^JpaiiT^ GfMiai%AiaM«laiia#Qi«B^
JtaiiliyidoQi* iiioeniAt BaHUna, aii4 Megainn

si, FnntioiMitlaMUMi daeay oftibftPeaiaft nmiipofcf

»

-tlia IndepeiMlBiNie oC Geoit^ tmd tbe fR^iia^
nMHia forfeiMler of ibe Caimaail^ tba^XiNrli^iA^
UaiafitMria iw^iedfiaftsa^MirtaoiilPWilian bm
JijioirTiK>k>pfef innia tbeti die caipiia.

Jto pi«fHit igoveroiQinl ia iwatuMi«a a ctiil sM

. * TItt Ifi» it a river ultinsttelyBowbc ieto the Ladam
lalte, thefbilteef the Neti.

"
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^rttwB* mid*iu ftffiita 4oiiipMi
i%Nidrdl vamnr who mv» nitlMr the tf*m dC• aiiUciA iInhi of togvlaif.

llMm it Boti prabibly* aiiolhiv fpoi on tli#

•f tlM oortli, where • ttivellir oieett witk
Aiok i dUerfified aieniMage oC MUvei» and 1^

UImMI t dirplay of toleracioo» at in llitt dly»
iHdoii ooeopitt a mediate fitoation belwetn Sih
9^ md Afia. Here are feao tbe Ore^» tbo

JUmnMir and Ronto chareQet* mfngled witli

tl0 Hindoo pagoda and Mtbometan mofont*
mW% the different fedlariet are apparently nnited

^tlMP bond of a eoounoo, focitl ootapaa. TlMi

Ameniant arti in reality, tbe beft fopportert oC
Alio ooflMnerce* at their indnftrioot enertiont am
Htpeiior to all othera, and thojr arer cbiciy thn
•pmprietort of tbe Cafpiao vedlelt, and tlie con-
Mtoftof tbe trade with P^fta. Their .weakk
hk§ enabled tbeoi to enfnre tbe favoorefgomti^
nentt and their pliant atannen liave aoqnired n
-MeoKtr inioenoe throogh all the prbvinoo.

WMnili^ remarki^ it it fi^ciently obviont^ that

Ihooneonragement^politiGaUy ihown to tint pen-

fle, iMM^onded to iocreafe the ceromcfce and tbo

fiebet of tbit qoarter of tlie empire*

V Pnriag liit temporary reAjdenee at Aftracin,

nnr travdler frequently yi6t^ tbe marine yard,

^«ifei% bo oontempiaied, with pieafdra, tbe pro-

ffi6 mtde in naval arebiteAniOt fnUemitnc to

ikm Migtt of the celebrated Pieter. Tbe iqiiadron^ the iwoteaion of tbo Cafplan trade, and«tb«r
•pollticBi pnrpofetf confiftt \k fifo fHgatet> each

'nafiyiof twentr gont» one bom^ketch> and n
ftw tendert. On atpoiint of the fliallowt at the

'month of tbo Volgt, it bat been judged expedt-

mil to cnnftmft tbofe Totfeli on t broad bottoin*

•I'v'j ... .V
'

». I: nnd



M|fMSMl»

iiie)rBrd«

tlMpro-
jQttit Id

in4«llM0r

tes» cieh

ITS •! tlie

I expedt*

ind

:ftl Ibeh • ntniMr, thai t^ ^tnm 4nm
none titan nine feet water. A large martiMi jrai4

baa been eihibltlliea. within a few ycari, at Ca-
fan* wbere ibe advantage of tke river and an
•bondant iuppty of timber have pointed onl tba

conveoicncy of bnilding the vetfeki 4or the Caf«

Sian fenrice. Many principles 9iD6 regolatioBa

a[ve been introdoeed into tbe Ruffian navy froaa

Holland, and a few ordinances, reUtire to offican*

bate been copied frooi the French i but thcj ait

•pparenily ighorant, or unroiodfol, of the Uttf

ffDtedients of the Eoglifli.

The Rnfllan mariners, exclofive of their fmA
and clothing, recHve a yearly ilipend, of abonl
baa pound eighteen Ihillings and three-peocai

•nd> as an indecement lo prefer tbe naval iarviaa

to that of the artoy* they are furnilhed with a
dally allowance of butcher's meat, which it aal

Kbted to the military, whcfe JM, providad bjr

I gov^emiiieBt» cbnfiflii only of rye- bread aod
61t. .• » •

Having fetitded his coriofity at Airacan. aftd

^rocme^'a paflj^rt,with an order for potl> hor(bi^

Mr.-ForAer ekpreftd his warmei^ aollnowled||»

sents to the generoCt Greek, »he EngUfli gentle^

man, and feveral other perfons, for their co«rtat

md hofpitsUty, and frt out on his journey ta Pe»

teribnrgh, on the lOth of May, in a foor-whe^f|
carriage, called a kibiikai

r On the lath, at midnight* he arrived al Cia^
tllttn, (having travelled twd handled and ftfty«^

ctghr miles) and next morning waited on iha

aoaBOBandant, who eaamined his paflfport* and
inding him muc|i embarraflfed for want of the

Kttdian latq;ilage, kindly luveAigaied the-aa-

Hue of Ma )ittlo.wan|s» aad %M^ly obyiMed
theni



FoM^i^f "mkmu

wWll
m thattliriwWiimigi'

IrMral, •M'Mvtfvd witk M <im^am iieitig^

HMtb Mt tMolf inlwbiud. < Hie ftrHlbn it
CMnt6o oooBfIs of tbre^ or four itooaiiittd' ymnn
MitAnm the iQllteii IroBtier lM» bttff exieniril

miOm kmth^'9/kt hf the cquMcioD of tte Ovl*

mm, tnd tb«fab)ogaHoii of tbe CubtA Tarit^
lMv4brtroft but not been ooollderBdnf|Biickb»
iMWtfiiee. ui %>

liMfing Ciaritiin. owrwiCfaorittifiilled along
ib«ro«thoni bank oftbe DMr wbiebiifM coullj

Imiiibabited, iboiigb ricbly olotbed villi «beaqi
tifiil berbtge. Tbo rarreot of tbe riter fcemed
to ran mi ibe rate oft mile and a bilf ao bour^

and tbe breadtb was tpparently nine bnadred
lieet. No occorrenoB bmel tbe cra?eller» worthy
of relilioiti bctweear Caaritfin and Ohoperlkof
fort, a dlHanoe of two bondred and tMrtje^fifa

milet. He obferret, tbat be received a aeaenl
ibMlicf and adiilance, and refieding on tSrlhir
atinn^ al a folitatjr Aranger^ and nnaoqiiaiBtnd

witli tbe langaace of tbe oonatrf, be oma a to**

lamaty tfibnte ctt iiralfb to the difpofition of tbe

naifvet, and tbe eiusdlenoe of^tbe goverrment^it
' Having "prooieded a- few anllea beyond €bo»
beirfltefi tbe jooraef waa imneded^bf tbe batak^

ing-of tbe binder axle. Tbia aafaibitnnet bow**

evilr, esblbited to our author tlie daxteaity -nP a
RdfBan tarpenteiv who* in two boQn^4.rediMnllir

piece of'grtHatimber to the ve^aitkolbrinv with**

dut ailf mber tool tbaii 4 cbtflid/attil tbufed
\M!r>S£iVii«f for bis trouble.

Proceeding hence one hnndied md twent^
ii^» arri^«d itf the popnlooiid^ tf lianboili

i-ism- whicht

reoen

iu Jd

great

nobU
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of dM

f-^ •
Mid it

barbed

inbofli

nrhicb*

«IM» IhtoflK mhnr r«iali»ia iwrti jlri

l

t»jgdr
hooMVMi with iko tvodooos ofs fOfQintf*. aImt
cBvitaoi mldbited > chwinyiif ^wwtoyriwlr*

diviMHWI witv wbMNlii Mid frapB-AmSiilNi tolMs
phnb dot id oMBh M 9i»Jbn^km bmaUam

*.Oii;lltt90lli'r«MlMd.il«ter« llnrM boadrad
•iidclflrtjr*ter«ittMdiflaiit drool TaobiA Hm
approMb «»tbtt^fllt]r Ueqttattjpfkafiint and iiii*.

tei0iiag»iM tba loAf and mmMfooa fpirat, fiddi

to amoant lo fisteen bmidrad, exbibitea, thtoaflk

a fariatjafteaolai^itipoiw a flaw/ at once osag-

Bi|ioeiit.aad'pimiefqoa. Itedrivcr of.tbo caiw

fiagataofidiiml oa» aofebor to aOeitean botafc

wMo ba wM-nCfcAM^ Moahrad bf ao obiift%

iBf aod ftdaom paiToi^ wbo^ipoho ibe BofKik
kofoagaiMritbmilitjrr^id unboTemild.and boN

neft temper fbamedia adapted to tbe^.pfp'effiefr

bebadcbofen.. Tbat aafo did notJail to pio^

eofo ibe Aianger a view af fiieb asrioitieaatgor

neraUfAttfaft Ibe notice, of tiaiv«llan» at MoC^i

eo«ri. b«t, aa.tbei^ bave been wpeatedly and mU
nmdif daferibedy Ibef aro^pafiid ofer in fileneo

bjonraotbar* I / ^*:i dzt -^iv V*<: .,' i4j

TboQgbOo' longer-tfaotcapital of .tbe empisv;

Mofeoer otincei no^facb ffoiptoBat «f decay tin

bar wealtb or ooouneroe, u ttfoally. fellow ; tbo
leaaofalDoi, a iooort. Aware of tbe attacboaeiil

of tbe«i^eient noblei to tbii dty, aodaUb of tbo

iieoedH]rfed.«vfecond ctpitijl,»in Ibeb enenlivo
dooiioHini^ it! inHportanoe. baa been ftreooon(l|F.

foppetBted rbf^goyfcmineAtr end tbe inftitnlioDi^

reoenthr eftabliflied are faid to bave augmented
lu jdcbet oonfiderably. It* likewise, derivet i|

great advantageifom tbe lefidenoe of focb of tbo

pobUi^ at are immediateljrf employed In tbe fei^
r

>^ ice



of tte Ib^/ ami wIkicmi hipi MMlil*
MMi' ftrmorite^ fomp aad p^itftf, tt » fmallir
Mpenc« tbaii at FMenftai^b.

^ Ckaitting Mttfemr* mm istbor |ivodeeded t6
Hm tonro of |CHft«atkl, #• the J$tii ol the oiooth*

arrived at Peterlborgh, where haobtained a com*
livadtofis lodging at ao Boglilk laveril/ after tra-

^Mng foof bttodred and falpnifia milet from
Ifo(e0w, ofier « road that coofifti geiieii«tid)jr of
d aN>rtft» and, with fonie tnterveotlcMM of ftdsd

frwMid, is cooftmAad of fpart of #r, laid la m
piialiel direai«i» asd eoterad with earth i •
* wofk whieh alii# at firll view eieito aAooifli^

^ImaU hut that Dei^atioa witt fahfide, en the fo*

•oHedios of Ita mat delif^ner, and of thd ahDii<»

dhnoe of tifbhir IcirBiihed in the Ruffian eni^f«.
* The hnpiBrhil eitf of Fetentborgh^ embelliflbed

Wttb a pnMkm^ dS magBtllcaDt edifioei^ interii

MNd by vegolsr aod fpaciooa flroeta, ptelnited

a beaotlM ob|eftf to the ejretofonradlreDtofftf f
hot, wheo bit imigkiatioB leeiiffred to a period

^ealy fefOtttjr yeifi dtAaat) when tUa fpbUBpm
iho dte of anr41Mtk|iia ei^» eoriehed bf an aci*

ti?e commerce, and Tifited if all the' Bationi of
lkirope» Wtfi a draarf morafa, affording a feant^

IbbiAence to » few rode fiOiermen, he felt ih^

l^llred with reverence while contempiatiog tbd
Areaiive geoioa bf the individual who bad accom-
plifhed a work of fucb amaaing importance.
«* Other monarchy fap be, '*bavO meddled
ftrmiet and agarandiaed htogdoma by conqneft

or gradoal dvliiaatlon) hot Fater at ^once dif*

' * Tkit work WM ptrformr^ by F«lcr the GMat, tbr tU
tibliiiiiit a mote ctfy coounmiicaiiM Ulwtca dit ifllertof

"^"'**^'t ffH*.,^#',awa sfw?!^-, ••r.,*?^.' t

t''< i pelled
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^itti(|llia Hairf of berbariioi tliat antelo^ Ue
conatiirt and teooglit^ it fortk to the aAonHhod
ibd applaodiiHr Tiav of Earoiio.'*

Tbe oomt Oi IlBlflilborgli hat been pMNiooaced
the moft hiiUhHit io the European trorld} aod»

iadeed* the nagnifioeot dreflct of the BoMli^*
with a varkMBi difohiy of jowdir oo«ipa|e» a&d
pompoat retloM!* feeoM to joftil^ the affertion.

It it Ukewiie reaaarked* that the bicher eUift tf
Roiiaot canafliiaia or Uf afide^ with eqoal ftd*
li^» the maimefa of other natiooe; ihat thef rea«>

^ilf attato any foreign laa^nafe} and that thaf
beat bat .fear marltt of n national origtnaUtjr*

Tbe peaCantiy, however, afoflMrhed wtthf|roog»

charaderifttc fo8tciret» at thejr aremoch attached

to tlieir fnperioitf obedient to oonunandv and ob-
ftlnatdf eoofafeooii ]ret thejr are greatljr addi6t-

ed to laroany, and aio immoderate in th^ulaef
flrong Ui|aoii.

Among leteral magnifiecot oMMinanta which
decorate Feterfl>argh» it ua oqnefirian Aataeof
tbe greateeter, emtod in front of the connctft*

houfe, and in fuU riew of tbe porU The ignea
<looking towaiditbe Neva, and bafiag thoiMt
arm extended, at inviting all nationt to partud*
pate of protedion and eacooingement) fiaadt on
a large block of ftone, whofe flaoting ftauomU
givet an albending pofitioo to the horfe» wiiioh

irjtpreiented aacrnihiog the head of a ierpent
with one of hit hind mt: an apfivopriate em-
blem of the malignant prejodie^ enconntered
and vaoquiihed bf thit renowned prince.

In tbe cooctofion of bit remarkt. Mr. Forfier

briedy noticet» tbst about three foortbt of tbe
Eiiffiantf wiw have not jret adopted the 4ttb and
tnannen of tnrofcaiif^ lyfj^ioiimatc td thft tVnr»

tan^
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iMmhnHm (If bit native coniitrjr swdiNna^^lds
dboNo Hai «»mtf iMifiilioot;«ad iiNkced^Mn
lofaykiitliiAer vilii foeti kiteBfpniDe at ofiui-

*l!iii% ff^dtod ftott lut pirii^B^ iMQf^ iisweofi-

tsijttfetB^lm.'^^ JHbliwpBfagaiW^affcdl iii« trad-

iiif^mSU^'^€iMgiB^^ oiiddk of
-fwe»^ aikli lo«mrdi mi aad of tka ibiloariiig

lapoMlit rtiivcii •fiyw|yu fe§ Jwi^landi allor a loD|r

HM tedkK9 joianfda{|^j«IM
f|yN«Bitf OB Ma oaoai^ iod^U^N^%ii^|f btwaji-

: piadatad^ adbordirnKto ita.iiia^>|b|r imeUigeiit
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