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" AGREGATE MEETING.
Mr. Moore’s speech continued from fourth page.

But I proceeded far enough to be able to
olare that more melanchely evidence of the possible
de ersion of the human intellect was never placed
er:; ITuman record than can any day be e.\'_l.rgu_.-led
o “(he public reports of those disgraceful cxlubnlnons_
fi:'er:r hear.) From the Lord Migh Chance]l.or of
{;nrfl::'nd, wjio undertook to trample on a Cardinal’s
hat for the eutertainment of a city banquet, down to
{he indignant Londoner, who announced to his sym-
athising fellow-citizens the desecration of Windsor
](:a,élle by a Popish dancing-master—from the info-
rinte preacher, who, from a Liverpool pulpit, demanded
the bloofl of every Priest who might administer a
Catholic sacrament, down 1o the brotalised populace
who insulted chatity itsell incarnate in the Sisters of
Mercy—{rom the scurrilous ruffian, who, amidst the
. applauses of an Oxford audience, impugned the chas-
fity of the venerable mother of an illustrious Prelate,
Jown to that heathen populace, who publicly burned
in effigy that Mother whom all generations of Christ-
jans call blessed, tl.lpre_apl[)ears 1o be no intellect so
¢levated that this agitation has not had power to ]oyrer
_qi0 eapacily so mean that it has not tended still {ur-
her 10 L]lebase and degrade—uo geodness so pure thal
its coarse vulgarity has not insulted—no huaman feeling
so pious that its namanly ferocity has not outraged—
ug reverence: so holy that its sacrilegious rancor has
A violated (greut cheering.) From this seething cal-
A( ron the popular vapor reeked up into the Hause of
“Commons, and the result was, the pro_duclwn. of the
Feclesinstical Litles Bill. — And yet, in passing this
Rill, the three estales 'of the realm were compelled to
appeal to the [vish Bxs_lm_ps to allow their acl to pass
juster as law; and this is what they call resistunce
1o Papal aggression—to lay themselves prostrate at the
mercy of A score of men in Ireland whom lhe_y ('m!l
Popish Priests, and rely upon their prudence, dignity,
and forbearance, not to hold up the law and the legis-
lature of the country to contempt, but to allow the
sham to pass current that ha!!-u-thous-.md men in
England can nullify z_mcl invalidate the whole l'el_l-
sions woiship of the Irishpeople.  Why, we « defy,
fleny, spit on, and scorn” their enactment (tremen-
dous cheering.)  Our Prelates will coutinue to be
Rishops of our [rish sees, al'l slatutes of this country
1o the contrary notwithstanding (continned applause.)
These parliamentary wags have been only banbooz-
ling and  befooling the people out of dours, whe were
halloving them on, in altempting 1o persuude l_hqm
that they aredoing aught but strengthening Catholicity
in England by challenging it to meet them in Treland
on sueh an issue as this (cheers, and eries ¢ hear,
hear.””) On the whole, tlgereiqre, 1 do not regret the
passing of this bill. 1t will bring o au issve the old
question of right and wrong that has been long pend-
ing—it will lay bare an old uleer that has long
required a surgeon 3 and by hwrrying on a greal crisis
iLwill necessitate the adeption of a great poliey (lond
cries of “hear.””) Those valoreus champions of the
garrison Church of this counury, who imagined that

cheers.)

this bill would be a bulwark o their totlering es—

ublishment, will find, or [ am greatly mistaken, that
this bill will be what we call inIreland a sore sight 1o
it (Joud cheering.) A twelve month ago, it lay hid
from pursuit, sale in congenial darkness, and over-
topped by kindred calamities—the people of lreland
had begun to forget that they were siill wronged and
plundered, in the fond belief that they were no longer
tobe insnlted (hear, hear.) This new insult has drawn
their indignant attention to the extent and enorinity ol
the old wrong (renewed cries of < hearhear.”) Reli-
gious toleration had begun to ereate religions apathy
amongst ns—religions intolerance has blown into a
flame that religious fire which had been suflered to
slumber ere the peace ofiering was half consumed—
(prolenged cheermg)—bul which this day, secs again
rising bright and pure {from our altars, on which will,
ane day, smoke, in national expiation, the holocaust of
complete religions justice (enthusiastic applause.)
We have met here to-day, therefore, not to protest
amainst a single wrong, but to demand our entive veli-
gious rights (hear, hear)—not o protest against an
Llcclesiastica! Titles Bill, bul to resist and overthrow.
that old Anglican aggression against onr Church,
wiich we believed to have suuk into a torpid neces-
sity, oppressive by its dead weight alone, and living
on'in a kind of prescriptive dotage—(cheers)—but the
inherent and mischievons vitality of which this Jast
spasmodic convulsion compels us 1o recognise (liear.)
Now, of all the poor and mean misapprehensions of
the real bearings of the late crisis, there is none that
appears 1o me more utterly mean and unworthy than
- that which wouldl represent the late attack of Lord
John Russell—(groans)—and his followers, as the in-
terraption of a state of things perfectly safe and satis-
factory, and a millennium of religious peace and
concord, in which perfect religions justice reigned in
the zenith, and perfect religious content and concord
dawned in the horizen (hear, hear) What was the
teal state of things that this aggvession interrupted 2
An ingnlted people and a plundered Church, the na-
“tional Faith 1olerated and undermined, a contemptible
anisance sealed in its holy -chair, and decked in its
s>0ils—and, in the midst of all, the flaunting old har-
Itt of [rish representation plying her miserable trade
amidst roined hearths and violated shrines (cheers.)
fregard the state of things which this ebulition of
pent up intolerance interrupted as far more fatal, infi-
nitely more diggraceful, than the position_which we
assume under this new indignity. (¢ Hear,”” and
cheers.) We were more oppressed before, because
we were not ashamed of our oppressionj we are now
degraded less, because we swear before God that, will-
ingly ut least, we will nc longer sufler the degrada-
tion. (Loud cheers.) And I thank God, therefore,
and Lord John Russell, as the instrumeut under God
ol awakening Irish constituencies and I rish represen-
tatives 1o Lhe greatest degradation under whicha na-
tion ever slumbered, and the greatest duty that ever 2
People was called upon to perform. (¢ Hear,” and
prolonged cheering.) 1 believe the religious policy
of England towards this country, which we are this
dzy assembled 1o deelase that we will endure no lon-
ger 1o be at the rtoot of every evil—political, social,
moral—aye, and material—which has made Treland
an exceplion to the peace and prosperily of the em-
ire, and a dangerous anomaly in the history of its
legislation, (Prolonged cheering.)

The Lord Bishop of BIRMINGHAM came forward
1o propose the next resolution, and was received with
the most hearty applause. His Lordship said that the
resolution’ with which he was honored, by its having
been entrnsted to his care, was as follows :—

«'That for the above objects, we deem it necessary
1o establish a Catholiec Defence Association, and that
the same be and is hereby established.”

Looking around that illustrious assembly—itlustrious
for the number of eminent names of those who cailed
them together—illustrions from the character of him
who presided over it—(great cheering)—and made
mote ilustrions, inasmuch as their chaivman had been
made the especial mark of malignant calumny—
illustrious from the number of learned and distinguish-
ed men who stand on this platform—illustrions from
the feeling of those who came there that day lor the
purpose of recording, and hearing others record, their
seutiments on that ocedasion—(Hear, hear)—looking to
the great objects that meeting contemplated, he couil
not donbt—and every hour hu sat there confinmed him
in that opinion—that those objeets wounld be accom-
plisherd before that society which they assembled that
day to form would reach anything like an advanced
period of age. (Hear.) In Epgland—whose Chureh
ic had that day the honor to represent—in England
the question has been often asked, what would become
of the English Catholics were it uot for the Catholies
of Lreland?  Why, they wonld be swallowed np in
the abyss of that exeitement il they had not the lrish
Catholies to sustain them. (Hear, hear.) U is in
Ireland their strength wasto be found,  Their foree in
England consisted in uniting their strength with that
of the lrish Catholics 5 and i looking to Dublin as the
great Catliolic centie and eapital of the British emnpire,
and making thelr voices heard through the Trish press,
and which was so difficult to be made heard through
the press of England. (Cheers.) As they had already
listened to so many dislinguished aud eloquent men,
he would be brief, and speak as much as possible to
the peint. (Cheers.) However, before he turned to
that subject, there were one or two facts in explanalion,
which hie conceived it as well to take that epportunity
to put forward. Tt had been industiionsly and labori-
ously put forward, that the origin of the opposition 1o
this =0-called aggression was the manner in which the
Catholic Hierarchy in England had been esiablished
-—that but for the putiing forward of the Apostolic
Letter in a way deliberately designed 10 give ollence
and to provoke, this aggression ot onr liberties had not
been lieard of 5 that this tumult which had solong rung
in their ears would have failed to be raised.  Now, in
opposition to that he had one or two simple facts to
communicate, which he could state from his own
knowledge. 'The first was this: the Apostolic Letters
did not reach England—there was no authentic copy
of it in the hauds of any English Prelate until fall o
month after the lefter of Lord John Russell had ap-
peared. It was a document not intended to have been
formally brought forward and promuleated throughout
the country, but, by an accident which they had alto-
aether failed to trace in England, and which even in
Rome had not been traced, a copy of it was published
in two French newspapers, and seized upon {romt them
by the English press fully six weeks belore any
authentic enpy reached LEngland, or could, therefore,
be carried into eflect. (Hear, hear.) And now, a
woitt respecting the Pastora) which had become so
Fimous, and which deserved to be famous. (¢ Hear;,
hear,” and loud cheers.) When his Eminence the
Cardinal Archbishop of Westminsier pennced that
Pastoral, as he (Doctor Ullathorne) had every means
of knowing, he contemplated but the congregations
under his own jurisdiction. He conched it in Janguage
perfectly intelligible to them, though, by a little garb-
ling, it might be made unimelligible to others. He
penued it in Rome, utierly unaware that there was
that voracity on the part of the English press for Ca-
tholic documets, and when it was brought forwasd in
parliament the prime minister could not deliver an ex-
tract from if to the house without emitting words which
showed the spiritual objects which alone that document
contemplated. (Hear, hear.) Let him now ask
whether the Catholics of Ireland had any connection
with either the Pastoral or the Apostolic-Letter, or
whether they deserved to incur persecution on acconnt
of them—(hear, hear)—and yet in England, Ireland,
and Seotland, the Catholie Bishops were outlawed, and
they being the essential foundation of the Catholic
religion, did not necessarily follow that by the outlawry
of theiv Bishops every particle of their refigion was
persecuted, proseribed, and ontlawed by that penal
enactment?  [Hear, hear.] The qualities of a law,
as they had been tanght, were that it should be in the
lirst place honest, in the second place just, and in the
third place possible—that was to say, the law shoold
not controvert the Divine worship—it should not con-
tradict hwmnan reason or natural law; and, lastly, it
shonld be possible of execution—that is to say, that it
should not stand opposed to men’s conscience. How-
ever, it was nol his purpose to guote now to them
Catholie anthorities, or any of the illustrious legists of
the Catholic Church. Every Bishop in England had
now, of course, to marlk out a comrse {or himself, and
therefore it was necessary for them to consider what
was justifiable to be done, and what to be lelt undone.
There could be no doubt that this Jaw conld not be
acted upon in Ireland. [Loud cheers.] Bnt they had
in England before them the possibility that its weight
might fall upon them, and; therefore, it was their duty
10 examine carefully the entire of this enaciment, and
consider what course they should adopt in case of its
being put in execution against them. Blackstone, in
his Commentaries, said that the legislatore in all its

acts was subservient o the laws of the great Law

Giver, and that no. human law shall be suffered 1o con-
trovert the law of human reason and revelation—nay,
says that great Protestant commentator on the laws of
his country, ¢ we are bound to transgress that law, or
else we must offend both ‘the natural and the Divine
laws.”? The question then arose—Was the establishing
of Bishops of the Catholic Church, which depended en
the exercise of the supremacy of the successor of St.
Peter—was this a power that depended on the state or
not? If it depended not on the stale, as a necessary
consequence they could not submit to this enactment
without ubandoning the fundamental constitution of the
Church. Having 1o consider the question rather as a
Catholic Bishop thau as a politician, he had come to

the conclusion that it would be impossible for him-to

\
'

acquiesce in this penal enactment without, at the same
time, committing the crime of heresy and incnring
the guilt of schism. [Vehement cheering.] 1t was
heresy to maintain that the establishment of Bishops
or the marking out of dioceses belonged to any other
than to the successor of the Apostles, in whom was
concentrated the whole plenitnde of Apostolic power.

the Catholic religion in both conntries. Now, it only
remained for him (the Riglht Reverend Bishop). to offer -
his humble prayor 1o the Almighty Giver of good that,. -
in His mercy He might be pleased to sustain and up-
hold 1this association, and that He might guide its
leaders in the light of His Divine wisdom, and, if it
were His Haly wiTl » 1o enable the Priests of His Church

It was heresy to say that the Chureh, in the exercise
of her spiritual powers, conld be made subject to the
supremaey ol.the state.  Witness this the blood of all

the martyrs! [Cheers.] For what else did they die
but that they could not submit theéir consciences—they
could not submit their Faith—they could not submit
their obedience o their spiriteal superiors—to the tem-
poral power. Therefore, the Catholies of the empire
could not acqniesce in the recent enactment withon!

betraying the fundamental counstitution of the Church
—ihat supremaey which Cardinal Fisher, the illustri-
ous Arclibishop Plunkett, and Lord Chancellor More

died to wmaintain.  If they acquiesced in the principle
that the state could intrnde itself into the domains of
the Chureh, what would it be ot to join themselves
1o that great apostacy, which its authors had eatled the
Reformation? The Pope hinsell could not retrace his
step on the ground of o right in1he stale against his
act withont ineurring the charge of heresy, and without
snrrendering that sacred power which had been com-
mitted to him from St. Peter and his i}lustrions sue-
cessors ; and they all knew the Pope would not do it
[Loud cheers.] The Pope, were he to yield before
this aet [us it was predicted he would,] and were the
Catholic Bishops to yicld before it [as it was pomised
they would do], would deprive the Chureh of England
of one-haif of its power and its vsefulness, and would
be submitting themselves, their Faith, and the discip-
line of the Chireh to the power of England.  Cousi-
dering, therefore, the penal act from thistemporal point
of view, it would be elearly seen that whatever might
be the consequences a Catholic Bishop could not
acquiesee in it—nay, he was bound to do something to
shaw thut he could nat acquiesce in it—he was bound
to protest against it; in the words of Blackstone, he
was bound not to obey it. [Enthusiastic applanse.]
Daniel the Prophet was commanded by the authorities
of the state that he should not pray unto God. The
Prophet Daniel conld not vbey that faw; he continued
to pray to God, and took the consequences. The three
Hebrew children who were commanded to worship the
galden call in the plains of Shinar, could not obey so
impious a command ; they disobeyed it, and took the
conseqnences.  Elishar was told to eat forbidden
meais; he could not obey, and took the consequences.
Therefore, when the Apostles went forth to preach the
word of Christy and the civil power said ¢ you musl
preach no more in that name,” their answer prepared
for their suceessors in any similar emergency was in
these terms—¢ Whether we shall obey God or man,
judge ye.* [Loud applause.] At the same time,
averse Lo any opposition to the civil power—averse to
any tendency to insurrection or insubordination—bound
as they were to sustain all honest, just, and tighteous
laws—bound as they were to support the government
of the country in everything in which they could con-
seientionsly do so—it would become their duty to con-
sider what precise course they should adopt in reference
to this act. [Cries of ¢« Henr, hear,”” and cheers.]
He [the Bishop of Birmingham] had no difliculty
whatever in lel]ling them that havirg most carefully
and deliberately considered this questior, the line
which he had marked ont for himsell was plainly and
simply this:—-In the first place, it was not for a Bishop
of the Church of God, whose character should be
eharily, meekness, and humility, to pitch pride against
the pride of state, or to respond o bravade by bravado.
(Hear, hear.) [t was his duty by every consideration
to avoid the slightest conflict with any enactment,
however penal or severe it might be; but when his
duty stood in the way-—~when his conscience was sum-
moned—when the Divine law spoke—-it was his duty,
looking to the great lights of the Church in former
days, calmly and deliberately, without passion ov ex-
citement, 1o take his comse, and the course which he
intended to take was this. e could not wilhhpld his
sianatare (that was the signature connected with his
office), and at the same tlime, perform ils funclions,
give those documents, or furnish those certificates
which were necessary for the ordination of Priests, the
dispensation of marriages, or other acts of an Episcopal
character. He could not renounce that signature
without becoming a great recreant to the Church of
God, and an apostate fo his high oflice ; and, therefore,
when it was absolutely requisite—when he conld not
otherwise falfill his duties—the nct must be done, and
it shall be done. (Applause.) He had considered
the consequences, and in the event of their coming
upon him, he had determined upon the course which
he would pursue, and which it wonld be Lis duty to
follow. (Hear, hear.) He (the Right Reverend Bishop)
had no more o say than, raising up his eyes and heart
to pray to the Almighty being who out of all evil brings
zood, and who, even out of this unjust penal law has
drawn good results—first, it has been the means of
striking deeply iuto the popular mind a recognition of
the power of the Catholic Hierarchy. The provi-
dence of God had, by means of this bill, unmasked
the false amongst ourselves—(hear, hear)—and when
once they were krown, it would be comparatively ecasy
to avoid or repel their assaults. (Hear, hear.) Besides,
there were other advantages arising out ol this oppres-
sive enaciment. (Hear, hear.) In the first place, one
great effect of such a sweeping injury, levelled at the

religious freedom of Catholics, would De the coalition
for mutml defence and protection of the Catholic
people of both countries. (Hear, Thear) Tt wonld

tend to promote a better nnderstanding and fusion of
feeling between Ivish Catholics and their brethren in
the Faith in the sister country. (Loud cheers.} They

woulll now be one in Jeeling and in spirit; and in

proof of the dismay with which this coalition was

Jooked upon by their enemies, it was merely necessary

1o advert 1o a certain anticle, which hail recently ap-

peared in a Jeading English journal, notorious for anti-

Catholic prejudice, and for its tendency of honnding

on the enemies of the Catholic Faith in their career
of bigotry-and oppression. (¢Jlear,”” and hisses.)

The tendency of that article was, if possible, to_pre-

vent the union between the Catholics of England and

their Irish brethren— (hear, hear)—proving how im-
| portant the fact of that union was considered by those

who sought to prevent ils consummation, in order io

effect their object of persecuting and laying prostrate

o defeat all the designs and machinations of His
cnemies. (Loud cheers.) His Lordship then con-
cluded by again reading and moving the resolution,
and resumed his scat amidst loud cheering.

Mr. JOHN REYNOLDS, M.P., then came forward
to second the resolation, and was received with vehe-
ment and reiterated peals of applause.« He could assure
the vevered and gilted Lord Primate who filled the
ehair on this great and important occasion, as also his
Grace of Tuam, aud other Prelates, who honored this
meeling by their presence, together with his fellow-
citizens and conntrymen present, that in rising to fulfill
the pleasing duty of seconding this reselution, he felt
doubly honored in being sclected 10 perlorm that highly
eratifying task. (Cheers.) Two hundred milliens, ajl
acknowledging spivitnal allegiance to the Chair of
Peter, now filTed by his Most Holy Father Pope Pius
IX. (cheering) Were they to be told by a parcel of
designing fanatics that they should not rally round that
Chalr, filled as iL was by 2 suinted Priest of the living:
God? His (Mr. Reynolds) fearned, venerated, and very
cloquent friend, il his Lordship would permit him (Mr.
Reynolds) to call him so—the Lord Bishop ol Birming-
ham—(lowd cheers)—said he would obey a higher law
—uumely, te law of God—a iaw before which the
law of the Commons crumbled into dust—as superior
to the law of England as the most majestic castle was
tothe meanest pigsty. (Laughter, aud cheers.) He
(Mr. Reynuolds) was proud to lear that eminent Pre-
fate declare that, even at the risk of sufliring incarce- -
ration within the walls of o dungeon, he would refuse
to turn his back upon the soleinn commands which it
was his duly to obey. Butno Irish Bishop who ae-
knowledged the Divine law would ever appeal to the
people in the manner alluded to by the Bishop of Bir-
mingham. If pence were subscribed in this country
to lignidate whatever fines might be imposed upon
Bishop, he (Mr. Reynolds) believed the money would
be converted o other and more unpleasant purposes.
(Laughter, and eheers.) He would teave Lord John
Russell, Lord Clarendon, and their Atlorney-General
along with them, to discover the meaning of that sen-
tence.  {(Lowd cheering.) The government wonlkl
incarcerate no Bishop in this country—they wonld not
dare imprison any of the Tord’s anointed here. (Ve-
hement cheering, and eries of ¢« Never.””) He would,
if necessary, repeat this decluration in the House of
Commons, as he had already made it to Lord John
Russell over and over again,  (Loud cheering.) Hav-
ing said so much by way of preface—(loud Taughter)
e would take the liberty of calling their attention to
the abjects which had called them together. His re-
vered Triend the Lord Bishop of Edinburgh has mo-
destly pleaded not guilty to the charge of being a ter-
ritorial Bishop, It was to be rearetted that he was-
not a territorial Bishop. (Hear, hear.y e had pointed -
out the way in which hethought this Jaw ought to-be-
violated. Bishops, however, de[one way of disobey-
ing things, and Juymen had another. (¢ Hear,” and
laughter.) Bishops combaled misfortunes by prayers,
laymen combated them by other and less holy wea-
pons, (¢ Hear, hear,” and renewed laughter.) Lay-
men in these countries had engraven upon their minds
the wholesome advice of that caiiting and hypoeritical,
but clever, soldicy— Oliver Cromwell—~who, when
addressing his men previous lo a celebrated battle, he
said, ¢ Men of Israel, retire to rest; refresh your- -
selves by meuns of balmy sleep ; trust in the Word,
but sleep upon your matchlogks,” (Great laughter,
and cheers.) That was precisely the advice which
he (Mr. Reynolds) would give them that day. (Laugh- .
ter, and tremendons cheering.) Now, this did not
mean powder and ball.  Altheugh, if he thought the
rights of the people conld not be attained without them,
he would not be guilty of the hypocrisy of telling them
that he would not have recourse to powder and ball
for their attainment and defence. But there was no
necessity for the use of such weapons. (Hear, hear.)'
They would shed ink and nol Dblood. They would
trample upon the Whigs, while at the same time they
would maintain the Queen. (Cheers.) Yes, they
would trample upon the Whigs, and also upon the
Tories. (Loud cheers.) And, he repeated, that while
trampling upon both those factions, they would defend
their Queen and respect the law. (Hear, hear.) They
drew a broad distinction between her most gracious
Majesty and those scheming ministers who gave her
bad advice, and who diminished, if it was possible to
diminish, that love and affection entertained lowards
the Queen by all classes of her faithful subjects in
this country. (Hear, hear.) And was he to forget
their services or dishonor the graves of those Protes- -
tant friends of civil and religiousliberty ? (Hear, hear,
and great cheering.) What were the Catholic people
of the United Kingdom called npon to do now? “What
was the duty of the advocates of religious freedom at
present?  To repel aggression, and demand the repeal
of an acl which some of the mast eminent lawyers in
Engiand slated would paralyse the functions of the
Catholic bishops and clergy, [hear, hear]. Me [Mr.
Reynolds] then held in his hand the case submitted,
and the opinion of one of the most eminent lawyers at
the bar in England—he meant Mr. Badely. He"
would not then read the opinion, which secupied more
than three sheets of briefing paper, but it wonld be
published in the Freeman’s Jowrnal. What, how-
ever, did the opinion say? That no bishap of ‘the
Catholic churell in England, Ireland, or Scotland, .
could perform one of his ecclesiastical functions with-"-
out violating the law_fhearj—and that for every such™ -
act they would be subject to punishment by fine,"and ' .
to imprisonment for a misdemeanor. Therefore, let’ " -
the Catholics at that meeting, and in the Unitéd King- * -
dom, see what they were about; let them Jook each’
other in the face, and ask if the country wasworth’
inhabiting il such a state of things was to be borne—-"" -
[hear, hear, and cheers]? . Couldthey call themsglves .
freemen while that atrocious act disgraced the stathie-"
book [hear, hear]? They were slaves, religiota -
slaves, so long as that insulting act was unrepealed;
and they would not bear it, if they were. actuated by~
the spirit that should inflnence freemen [cheers.} A ‘>
copy of the case that had been' submitted ‘to “Mr:
Badely, had been sent to Mr. Scully, Q C., whose
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