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For other foundation can no man lay thun that
is laid, which is Jesus Clerist—1 Con. iii. 11.

Jesus is the toundation of the Church,  1tis
built tipon himn as the chiel comer stone, This
fiznre is not uncomuion with the writers ol the

New Testament. i mose than one instance
they speak of the Chureh, or the comy pany of
heltevars, as a Temple, each heliever oie of
the stones off which it is Jormed, and Jesus
himselfas tre chief foundation, or corner stone.

Agreeably to this idea, Jesus is represented in
the text above quoted, ax the only foundution
on which the chuich can stand, and in which
believers should trust,

The church is that society or collection of
the good who have Leen brousht howe to God
and been fitted for heav en, through the justru-
mentality of the dispensations of grace upsn
earth. It is a permanent body existing alike
in all ages.  [tis one body though of many
members. I omust then have some common
head, and common hond ol union 1 and that
is Christ.  "The members are united in him as
the branches in the vine, and draw nourish-
ment and support from one stock. I there be
any other head, bond of unjon, source of nonr-
ishment and strength, it ceases to be the
Church ; and those individual members who
abide not in him, are like branches severed
fiom the vine, “cast forth and withered.”
Without kim, they can de nething. They can
find neither life, nor light, nor support; nor
the power to bnn'r forth fruit,

The believers at Corinth seem not sufficiently
o have considured this 3 and hence the apostie
rebukes them as carnal.  Instead of being sa-
tisfied with the authority of Christ, they se pe=
rated from him and from one another i an
unwise contention concerning the superiorily
of favorite teachers—whom 1lw\ thoughtlessly
exalted to be their masters, alihoug i adiion-
ished that & one only was their master.”” The
reprimand of the apostle is here rec orded as a
warning to all who should afterwards believe,
Yet by how many has it been unheeded !
Lvery age has wilnessed other neny and fal-
ible men, set up atthe head of the cormor,
instead of that clect and precious One whon
God .1ppmntod Asthe Samaritans ereeted a
temyple on Gerizem in opposition to that at
Jerusalem, so the secets in eliristendom have
often erecied some authority in preference {o
that of Chyist. There is still too much of this.
«Yam of Vaul, and T of Appolics, and T of
Cephas,” is still a eryv too frequently heard.
Faith is yet established on the speculations of
fallible men, and the salvation of the soul
rested on the teachings of human wisdom.

This is an crror lwq-wnﬂy and pointedly
censured Dby Jesus and his Aposties. [tis
virtually, though nol professedly, a renunci-
ation of his dulllol'i\', a rejection of his rule,
a rebellion against his government. The man
who surrenders his |udn-m(>nt to the dictation
-of other men, instead of '11»\1(“11111" to the writ-
ten word of ‘Christ’s instruction ; and the
church, which felfers 1t\ell by articles drawn
up in language which man’s wisdom teaches,
instead of walking in the wide liberty of fhe
charter of God’s huth,——]mvc laid another
foundation than that which is laid, and ave
obnoxious Lo heavy rebuke.—Rev. I TFare.

THE DEATI-BEDS OF TUE GREAT
AND TIIE GOOD.

Tt has been said of the Tnitarian faith, that
it was a good religion to live by, but not 1o
die by. The palpable inconsisteney of the
two terms of such a proposition wholly des-
troys its {ruth, and venders it an absurdity.
Tor certainly the faith thal is not good to live
hy, cannot {or that reason he good to die by
And on the other hand, the faith that is s;on(l
to live by, must therefore be the one that is
good 1o die by and the converse siafement
must hold equally good, that the faith for
death must be {he faith’ for life. What is
sufficient for the lemptations of life, must dis-
arm the ierrors of death.  In this respect death
and life are one ; what prepares man for one,
prepares him for the other 3 and what wnfits
him for one, also disqualifies him {or the other.
The good men to live are the good men to die,
and the bad men {o live are the bad men to
die 3 though they may be under the influence
of the. dmg“ they take as medicines, or the
almost equally intoxicating excitement of cer-

in um;u'u“\ of unreal elation of m ady and

find ¢
other "(Ie, the effoets of the d
which they suller and expire, s
sueh o5 o ding the w.hllc"\ i nl
heart of the besi mon, 1 hasen thout
ot dying with horror, and l'm. o Chueles
Simeon shronk fiom the fast conflict with the
great eongueror of all, with wadissembled fear,
'l‘(-m]lom'm-m. carly odnmli(m, divewse, med-
icine, the physical state of the systewy— many
causes hl\(. llu-w may intervene to determine
the state of the departing, independently of
faith, o , gin or holine

But \\]l"n all this has been conecde d, there
yer remaius o testimony f1om the last hons of
zreal wud good men, which ouzhi not 1o be
forgotten.  When the soul has been about o
cil levse from the shores of time, and sail
forth into unknown seas, it has often uttered
itself sublimely and devoutly, It has summed
up a whole Tife of 'rr)dlxl)c-~ ina loew immor-

- under
netimes
tre<s {he

with dignity, as it re
stage of being,

Nor have there been wanting to that faith
which is every where spoken against, nobie
emm]nloa of ali that was resizned in .wmh, as
of all that was holy and beautiful in life.

To o friend, Leake said, when in v\pcch-
tion of death, & This life is 2 scene of vanily
which soon passes away, and affords no cohd
salisfaction, bui in the consciousness of doing
well, and in the hopes of another lite, "I'his
is what I can say from experience 5 and what
you will find to be {rue, when you come to
mauke up the account.” To one sitting by
his bedside, the day hefore his deathy e Fo-
marked that ¢ he had lived long enough, and
thanked God for having passed his days so
comtortahly > So departed the great Tnglish
philosopher,

S0 too did 8ir Tsaae Newton die; for when
sulject to the severest paroxysms of the dis-
ease of which he died, he was never heard
1o utter e least complaint, nor to express the
least impatience. . Dro Doddridge gave him
the eredit of manifesting his fient aith in the
divine vevelation, in the mos senuine {ruits of
substuniial virtue and piety,

Milton was Tong a severe suflerer by the
zout,buta cntompmm) states that he was very
cheerful in his tits of pain, and sang ; and when
he departed, it was quictly and silently on
the Sabbath ;. which has heen the last dav o
not a few of the great and good In histor,

Dr. Bowditeh died in the most happy frame
of mind. To his saddened (viond: he said,
1 feel no gloom withinme : why should you
wear it on your faces ? 77 To enc bidding him
good night, he 10])]10& ¢ No, =ay nof, good
mwht but wood morning, for fhe nexl Lime we
meet \\'l“ hie o the mormning of the
tion.”  When in the act of dying. he called
his family avound his hedside, and xaid, adiress-
ing each one by name, ¢ Yousee T can disti
«rmsh you all 5 and [ now give you all my
pammr blessing. The time is come. Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,
according to thy Word ;> and the Jast whis-
per that was audible as he sank away, was
¢ l)ea.ullf'nl »

Dr. Parker when asked what he should dn,
if he was certain of dying In three or fonr days,
answered, & Just what T am doing g Now, &nd
intend to do tomorrow 2 and when brou :ht
{o the decisive hour, he expived in great dis-
tress of body, though in great quxeln 55, and
oven C]l(‘l_ﬂlllﬂ('*\ nf' \]]llll His conduct du-
ring his last days was desceribed by a friend in
these words—eé Al was natural, all was him-
self, his every-day self s yel there was a dig-
nity and solemnity which was felt, it were
not seen by the common eye.”

Dr. Warcester requesied one of his hrethren
to pray with him that ¢ he might have no will
of his own 5 and ashort time hefore his death,
hearing the clock strike seven, he vuquued
whether it were morning or evening, and
learning that it was the httm. he mw'erod
¢ T hope T shall be in heaven hefore seven in
{he morning®?  And he vequested the account
of the death of Clirist 1o be read to him from
the Gospel of Matthew, which were the last
words Tie heard on carth.

The restless nights of the dying Baneroft
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RN

were soothed by his repeating {he poel’s
words— ‘

tal words, and dawn its mentle around it!

And purity lm-\-(‘-\ul my hes n(
Amd truth my lips arlnmvd

I Pve grown old in serving Him,
Biv Pather and my God,

I ieddd net fepr the clostiur scone,

Novalvead the sy ]nulmul jaad, ?

tve them (his Gty and people) my
dyives love,”” said D Thayer to his rl wrhiter,
when he foli the sudden hand ol z(h. far
troin hotae while on a imum'\' el theni f
cheaitally submite  Dilie in the faith 1 have
preached, I die in peazee, and iu the hopes
ol the ( wospel”?

When Dro Ware, Jr,, felt himself drawing
near the elose of Tifes he cailed on one of Lis
danghiers to vepeat that beautitul hrmm by
Milman, ey zinning,

[ 9

« Brother, thow art ; gona hefore us.”?

And the last passiwe of the \tH‘l“ll(‘\ he
was ahle to hear, was lln' 2310 Pra < The
Lord is my shepherd 2 &, Duriug his sick-
ness, he remurked th"ll ¢ lni».mim‘ was erawid-
ted with thouslis, wcvmus thoughts of death
and tmart Illu

And when the greatspinit of Channing was
in itz Tast hour on carth, he requested that the
Beatitwdes of Christmight be vead to him, und
expived in the act of yrayer to Gad,

The last sickness of Bemard Whitman was
made beautiful by his holy frust and perfoct
snhmission to the will of Tod.  To a’ friend
whoe said to hnn. “ Your heaven has alveady
commenced,” hie replied, « Yes, T have in-
decd a foretaste of heaven 3 1 have commu-
nion with heavenly .spmts. Some of my
dreams have heen most delichtml, When'¥
leave my fricnds on eorth- [ shall gotoa larger
family in heaven.  One shott line expr
all ¥ feeland wizh to say, ¢ Father, thy will
he done 172 When he percetved himsell to he
dving, he said, ¢ O Father, receive my spivit.
[die o peace with all. My fiem fith in
Christ supperts me now.”?

The last words of Judge Story were those
in which he conmended himsell in prayer to
Almighty God. s deathbed was illuminated
with the Christian hope, full of Dnortality.

Judge Smith found pleasare in repeating,
by night, while sullering severely in his last
sickness, (he heautiful lines,

< (ol of my life ook Lontlv down:

Rehold the pams 1 feel
Rut [ am dwmb before thy ﬂnmw
Nor dare dispute thy will.”?

“ I have long,” he said “considered my-
self 2 minute man, like the soldicrs in euy ve-
volutiomny war, ready to zo al 1 moment’s
fwaming, When the verse was repeated
i to him,
1¢¢ Jesus can make a dying bed

Seem soft as downy pillows are,

While on his breast T lean my hies ad,

And breathe my life oul sweelly ﬂwrc,”
he reveatedly inclined his head In assent, and
smiled with evident pleasure, though he was
unithle to speak,

Dr. Priestley, (he day hefore his deathavhile
his son was reading {o him the TTth chapter
ol John, dwelt some lime on the advantage ho
had derived from reading the Seriptures daily,
and that it had been to him a source of the
purest pleasure.  Toa friend coming in, he
said, « We shall all meef againin anotherand
hetter world®  And when his grand-children
were hrought to his bedside, before they re-
tired for {he night, he said to them, < T am
going Lo sieep « '1: woll as you : for death is
nnlv a long, sound sleep in'the grave, and we
shall meet again.”

So has the faith as it is in Jesus Christ, in
its unadulterated simplicily, sustained the
ercat and the good in the final struggle : pood
to Yive by, it has heen also goodl, yea, glorious
{o dic b\ . These are a very few cases out of
many. They might he multlplu-(l by couni-
less instances, in humh]erhic and among pri-
vate Chrisiians of those who liave fallen .M(‘(-p
in Jesus, and the blessed hopes of his Gospel,
with a conrage unappalled by the darkness of
the g a\'o,uud prool against the sting and ter-
ror of death.

¢« Let me die the death of the vighteous, and
let my last end be like his:®? bul we musi
pray and Jabor that the life of the vighteous
may be ours, before we can hope that such
may be ouy d(. sth,-- Unitarian Annuul Regisler,

3.

One method of allack upon liberal Cliris-
tiunity is to aweken sentimoents of pity and
horvor against i, 1 am not aboutfodeny diat
this i very honestly done 5 but 1 do say that
it s an unwosthy mode ol ass; ml( that it ap-
sl not o the judument, but to the passions 3
and that it is very apt 1o be the stiongest, in
the weakest hands. ‘To put on 2 solewn
counlenance, to speak in sepulchval tones of
awe and Lunentation, o wdarn men against
this deetrine, is easy.  Buty alas! for the
we kuess of men, (01 isan justiament casily
wielded, itis also an instrument ot lerrible
power with the superstitious, the timid, and
unrefleeting. A considerate man, a manwho
respeets the minds and consciences of these he
has to deal with, will be cautious how he
tukes hold of such a weapon as this—a wea-
por which prevails chietly with human weak-
ness, which strikes the very pait of our nature
that mostneeds to be supported, which wounds
only the infirm, and overwhelms only the
prostrate. Por Doeed not say, that il s pre-
cizelv with minds in this situation that tones
of pity and homer have the greatest muflence.
A man of independent 1lnm«-ln amd vigorous
wuderst: m«lum, whe could tht(- allocd tu bear
this smt of influence, is the very person who
wnll notyield toite He will say indignantly,

< That is nothing to the purpose.  Thal does
nnt satisly me. ¥ did not ask you 10 wam me,
but o enlighten me. T did not ask you to
weep, but to veason.  Wo doubt you feel as
you say, and very sinecerely feel thusy itis
not\nm sincerity that 1 question, but your
aratnent. You degrade my wnderstanding,
when you altempt to work wpon it in; tlns
mametr. 1 was made o think, - The Lord of
conscience has given me liberly toenquire;
amd T will not be subjeet to any other influ-
ence. God has ealled me to liberty 5 and
an shall not lay e under hondage.

Nor is this all.  Pity and horvor prove no
thing, indeed; but itis morcover a matter of
hiztory, that truth—whether our doctrine be
trae or not—thut Truth hos always made its
progress amidst the pity and horror of men.
Yes g ii has come thug, amidst sighings, and
dnnb(m_’,~, and shakings of the head, and warn-
ings of danger, und fore hodings of evil, Yes;
il lield its way, throngh ln)\un like these
with dirk counlenanees abont ity and loud do-
nunciations, and woeeinl anathemas. I has
stood up and spoken in the person of ifs great
Teacher ; and men have ¢ gnashed theiv teeth
and rent their garments,” al iis voice.  [thas
gone lorth info the world, with its devoted
d|")\“('s, and heen aceounteal < {ie offse ourings
ofall things.” 1 has prophesied jn %'l(,k(,lnlh,
with its faith{ul witnesses, and hoine the eross
of ignominy and reproach.  The angry San-
liedvim, the bloody anm:ltlon, the (lunrroon,
the rack, the ma s stake, have lestified o
the ablorrence o/mwn against the trulh!

1 do not say that the truth I hold is worthy
of this gz;lmmnx fellowship. Bul I say that ifts
bheing joined in any measure to this fe Ilm\slnp
does nol prove it false.  And if it e tiue,

T solemnly helieve itis, then letnol its \d\n—

sates elaim entire exempiion {rom the trials of
their eliter brethren, Tt will 0 on, and nen
will speak evil of ity and they will strugele
against it, and they will Tmnent and weep ;
—but it will he asil they Jifted up their voice
to withstand the tolling seasons, or struggled
againel the chariot weels ol the morning, or
10111(‘( out vain {ears upon the mighty stream
that i o bear all hefore i, T say this more
in seriow, Lhope, than in scorn, T am soiry
for those who cannot see this matleras 1 think
they ought fo see it. I am sorry for the un-
ln,)pmes:, for the honest grief, which 2 miss-
placed pity, and an um,hdnldh]e zeal, and a
spirit of reproach and condemnation, give
them, But their grief, save for its own sake,
moves me not at all. I consider it as pen-
ance for their wmistaken hostility to truth, ra-
ther, than a lair admonition of citor. Ihelieve,
and ean believe no less, that this unhappiness
is simply the frvil of ervor, Uncharitableness
musl he lmh'\ppy anger musl be painful §
exclusion, and .nmtlmmuhnnfr, and (]nmnlm;
sincere brethren to perdition, musl be works
of bitterness and grief. T wonder not, that a
man should weep while he is doing them ;
my only wonder is, that he can ever do thcm,
and not weep —Dr. Dewey.




THE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN.

SCRIPTURAL REASONS
For Disbelicving
THE DOCTRINE OF TIIE TRINITY.

We draw from the Sacred Volume the fol-
lowing reasons for rejecting the Doctrine of
the Trinity @

I. ‘The terms which are necessary to the
very statemant of the doctrine, and which can-
not well b2 avoided by those wh= ho'd it, are
not found in Scriplure. The words Trinity—
trinne—Jehovah Jesus—UGod-man—are notin
the Scripture.  We nowhere find the expres-
sion God the Son, but always the Son of God;
nowhere God the Holy Spirit, but the Spirit of
God, or the Ioly Spiril. The expressions
first parson, sacond porson, third person, three
persons, ave not found. Now if the very words,
which are necessary to express the doztrine,
are not in the Scriptures, how can we suppose
the doctrine itself to be there 2 1 the sacred
writers meant to teach this doctrine, how isit
possible they should not sometimes have used
the wouds which are used in vegard toit ?

II. The doctrinz of the Trinity is nowhere
stated in express torns, while that of the sole
divinity of the Futher is taughtin language the
most explicit and dircet. There are only
three texts which sprak of the Father, Son,
and Spirit, in formal connexion j and n:ither
of these declares them to be three equal per-
sons in the Divinity. Iow is this possible if
the doztrine were tue? that the Apostles
should never namz them together but three
times, and then not speak of their being one
God ?

Indeed I am wrong, to say three texts:
there are oaly two; for ong ol the three pas-
sagas to which I referred is well known to be
no part of the B.ble —viz. LJohn v.7.% There
are threo that bear racowd in heaven, the Fa-
ther the Worid, ant the 1loly Ghosty and these
three are ene.”? This verse, every hody knows,
was never written by St Jolin, but has been
addzd to this epistle sincz his day. John
wrote in Gresk; but the old manuseripts of
the Greek Testament do not contain‘it.  Itis
Jound only in the Latin. It has therefore, no
right {o a placa in the New Testament, and
ought to b2 rejected.  Itisrejected by all im-
{‘»artiulschnlm's of every denomination, who
have inguire:dl concerning it.  There ave,
therefora, only two texts which formally name
tha Fathzr, Soa, and Spirit, in ¢omnexion.

The first is the form of Baptisi, (Matthaw
xxviil. 19) ¢ Bantizinr them into the name of
the ather, the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost.
Here the three are placed in connexion. But
-observe the mode of expression.  Does it say,
that they are threz peysons 7—XNo: it doos not
say that thoy ave persons at all.  Doos it as-
sert, that they constitute one God 7-—No. Does
it say that each is Gol 7—No such thinz.
Do:s it say that they are all equal 2——Nosuch
thing. Doesit say they are all tohs wozship-
ped? No. Then il does not {each the doc-
trine of the Twinity., IU it neither declares
them to be three persons, nor equal to each
other, nor cach to bz God, nor ecach to be
worshipped, then it does not teach the doc-
drine in question,

The same is true of the other text, (2 Cor,
xiit. 14.) < The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of Gold, and the communion of
the Holy Ghost be with you all.®® [t is not
here said that each is God, nor that all are
equal, nor that all are to be worshipped, nor
that all tozether constitute one.  Therefore it
does not teach the doctring of the Trinmty.
Nay, it virtually deniesit. Foras youn observe,
it does not speak of the Futher, Son, and
Spirit; but of Jesus Christ, and God, and the
Holy Spirit. Observe the difference, and con-
-sider what it implies. Would a Trinitarian
express himself in these words and in this
-owder, when intending to express his doctrine?
If it were Father, Son, and Spirit, we should
of conrse regard them as three, and not one,
unless expressly instructed to the contrary ;
how much more where the words run, Jesus
Christ—and Gol—and the Holy Spirit. So
that there is only one text which unites the
terms Father, Son, and Spirit 5 and that one
says nothing of the doctrine of the Trinity.
Now I ask seriously, if it had been intended
to leach that doztrine, is it possible that this
should be the case ? '

It is thus plain, that this doctrine is no
where tanzht in exoress terms. You then
say, it is perhaps taught indirectly -and by
necessary implication. I answer, it is impos-~
sible this shonld be, bacause the doctrine that
the Father alone is God is tauzht in the most
direct and absolute terms that langnage will
admit: so a3 positively to put ontof the ques-
tion every other doctrine, and to take away
the liberty of inferrinz any other {romn indirect
expressions.  That this is so, may be seen at
once from a few plain and explicit texts, which
seem {o be perfectly decisive.

(1) John xvii. 3. «This is lifc eternal, that
they might know Thee, the only true God—
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent.”’—
This is the language of our Lord himself in
prayer. Now that he was at prayer proves
that he himself could not be God; for Ged
never prays. But, besides this, he strongly
asserts, that the Father only is God.  Itcould
not be asseited more strongly.

(2 Mark xiii. 32, « But of that day and
hour knoweth no man 3 no, not the angels
which are in heaven ; ncither the Son ; but
the Father.—This is the language of our Lord.
He declares that he does not know the time
of that day and houv; that the Father only
knows. Therefore the Father only can be
God; for God knows all things.

(3) 1 Timothy ii. 3. % There is one God—-
and once Mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus.”*—What can assert more
positively than this, that Jesus is not the
one Cod ?

¢4 1 Cor. viii. 6. ¢ But to us there is but
One Godl. the Futhery of whom are all things,
and we in Himy and one Lord, Jesus Christ,
hy whom are all things, and we by him.”—
This text is very positive. It declares that
Jesus is our Lowd, but that the Father only is
our God,  Can lanzuage be devised which
shall declave it more positively ?

(5) Ephesians iv. 5, 6. ¢One Lord, one faith,
one baptism, One God and Falher of all, who
is ahove all, and through all, and in you all.?”
What can the Apostl: mean by this separation
ol our Loid, from the one God and Father of
all, it it do not inthinate the Father’s complete
and unsivalled supremacy 2 What worils can
spoak it, if such words as these mean any
iing elan ?

I ask vou then, seriously—in the fear and
prasenee of Almighty God, and in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord—il these five positive
oxplicit assertions that the Father only is God,
ouzht not to set the question at rest in our
minds?  While we have these plain and in-
tellizible declarations of the divine word—
which never have been, and never can be,
made consistent with the dectrine of three
equal persons in the Godhead—ought we to
be turnad from our faith by any arzuments
which might be drawn from more obzcure
passages 2 Onzht we totake up the opposite
doctiine, because it may be ingeniously infer-
red froin difficult and controverted toxts ?
Are we not bound by these plain declarations ?
And, while they stand in our Bibles, uncon-
troverted and unrefuted, shall it be said that
we reject the testimony of "Gad, and - depart
from the oracles of truth ?  For mysell, so
long as the glorious doctrine of the Divine
Unity is built up on these Five Sacred Pillurs,
T must confide in it as the truth of God. If
the Holy Oracle can announce any truth plain-
Iy and uncquivocally, it has so announced
this.  To my earit speaks in language the
most unambigzuous and the least susceptible of
perversion.  While T abide by it in these
plain texts, T know what | believe ; T have
the sure word of truth. I 1 forsake these for
the sake of reasoning out another doctrine
from more difficult passages, I am nol sure
that my reason may not deceive me in the
process, and lead me to wrong conclusions. T
am safar, therefore, to abide by the testimony
inseribed on these Five Pillars, which I can
read as [ run.

L. As these fundamental texts most plainly
teach the Supremacy of the Tather, so there
are equally decisive tevls respecting the
character and offices of Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit, which go to confirm it. Let us
attend to these.

(1) Let us consider, first, the language
which is commonly used tespecting our Lord
Jesus. Isit such as implies that he is the
same with Almighty God 2 Take his testi-
mony respecting himself. ¢ T came not to do
ming own will.”? T can of myself do no-

thing.?> ¢ The Son can do nothing of him-
self.”?  «'The Father that isin me, he doth

the works.”—He calls himself, ¢ ITe whom
the Tather hath sanctified and sent.” e says,
< I am come in my Father’s name.”? And
after his resurrection he says, <[ asgend lo
my Father and your Tather, and to my God
and your God.”” —Ponder these expressions ;
weigh these words: and say whether they be
the words of one who would represent himself
as the independent God.

Take the testimony of the Apostles. < Jesus
of Nazareth, a man approved of God, by signs
and wonders which God did by him.? « Ap-
pointed to be a Prince and Saviour’”—s at
the right hand of God exalted”’—<¢¢ made both
Lord and Christ.” Because of his obsdience
unto death, ¢ God hath highly exalted him,
and given him a name above every name.”
Tn the end he shall < deliver up the kinalom
to God, even the Father, that God may be all
inall; Weigh these expressions deliberately,
and consider whether it be possible that they
shouldbe constantly used concerning Almighty
God. But such as these are applied to Jesus,
in every part of the New Testament,

Consider ihe terms of faith in him which
were required of his disciples. Were they
such as implied his supreme divinity? Re-

member the confession of Peter, « Thou art
the Christ, the Son of the living God ** and

with this, Jesus was satisfied. Remember the
confession of Martha, < I believe that thou
art the Christ, the Son of God? and he re-
quired no more. Remember the reason which
John gives for writing his Gospel. * These
are writien, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God.” Who does
John say is bornof God ? ¢ Whaso believeth
that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.”
Who does he say overcomes the world ?

«¢ He that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God.” Whatwas the preaching or the Apos-
tles 2 Look through the book of Acts, and
you will find the burden of it to be, ¢ Reason-
ing from the Scriptures, and testifying that
Jesus is the Christ.”* Now, is it possible,
that in all which is thus said of the necessity
and value of faith in Jesus, when believers
were to be reccived into the chureh, and their
immorlal interests were depending  is it pos-
sible, that they should not have heen required
to believe him the Almighty God, if he were
so?  Would he and the Apostles have so so-
lemnly assured them, that faith in him as the
Son of God was suflicient, i in trath he had
been the eternal God ?

2, ‘The same conclusion may be as deci-

sively drawn from the language perpetually
used respecting the Holy Spirit—Ilanguage
wholly inconsistent with the idea of a divine
perzon distinet from the Tather, and equal
with him. The Spirit is said to be poured out
—shed—given—given wilhoul measwre; men
are said to be beplized with ity filled with it,
to pastake of it.  But this cannot be said of a
person, It signifies evidently a divine influ-
enee 3 and that may descend from the person
of the Tather, as well as from some distinet
person,  God does not hecome another peison,
because he gives his spirit to men. When
Paul visited Fphesus, he found certain Chris-
tians there, and asked them i they had re-
cetved the Holy Ghost.
have no™ so mueh as heard whether -here be any
IHoly Ghost. Ilow isthis? The Tloly Ghost
a person in the Godhead, equal with the Fa-
ther, and essential to salvation to know him,
and yet these disciples never heard of him !
Impossible—and thercfore impossible that it
should be a third person in the Deity distinet
fiom the Tather, and equal in power and
glory.
God.  Paul tells us what it is, when he says,
¢ As no man knoweth the things of a man
save the spirit of man which isin him; so the
things of God knoweth no man, but the gpirit
of God.” The spirit of God is God himself,
just-as the-spirit-of a man is the man himself,
and not a separate person.  And thus the sin-
gle supremacy of the Father remains unaf-
fected.
2. There are also many expressions res-
pecting Jesus and the holy Spirit in connexion
with each other, which confirm the evidence
that the Father alone is God. It will be suf-
licient to cite these without comment ; since
the mere reading of then will show how ut-
terly irreconcilable they are with the idea of
three persons, alike equal and supreme. « God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the holy
Spirit and with power < Jesus received
of the Iather the promise of the holy Ghost,*
¢ God giveth not the spirit by measure unto
him,** ¢ Tle that raised up Cliist from the
dead, shall also quickzn your mo:‘al bodies by
the spirit that dwelleth in you.”>  Consider
what each of these passages must meaun if the
doctrine of the Trinity be true, and you will
perceive them to be utlerly irreconcilable
with it.

IV. Thus far we have looked at the {esti-
mony of Scripture, as exhibited in particular
classes ol texts.  We may now turn lo some
considerations drawn from the general style of
the New Testament. Tlere we shall find that
the doctrine of the Divine Unity so pervades
and gives a complexion to the New Testa-
ment, that if we could conceive the doctrine
of the Trinity to be true, it would alter the
complexion of the whole. Tt would not be
sach as it is, il that doctrine were true,

This might be illustrated fiom the devoli-
onal character of the New Testament, in
which we lind that the Apostles employed no
expressions intimating that they wershipped
God in three persons; bui, on the contrary,
wenl on in the worship ol the ane God as be-
fore their conversion ;—from the conduct of
the disciples towards their Lord ; for they
never treated him as if they believed him o

the Jews towards him and towards them ; for,
even on his trial for blasphemy, they never
accused him of teaching his own divinity;
but only of saying, that he could raise up the
temple in three days ; nor did they ever as-
sert, that the disciples taught adoctrine which
they would have regarded as so monstrons
and ahominable ;—and from the controversies
which arose in that age ; wherein we find not
a single answer to any ohjection urged against
the doctrine of the Trinity; and yet no doc-
trine was so likely to call forth objections ;
there is none against which bath Jews and
Gentiles would have so strenuously protested.

From all these circumstances we argue,
that the doctrine of the I'rinity wasnot known
in the days of the Apostles ; and, thercfore,

that it is not true.—Rev. H., Ware.

They answered, e | 1Y

No—the holy Spirit is the Spirit of |,

be the Supreme Being ;—from the conduet of.
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SETTLED OPINIONS.

On some topics we may be innocently in-
different. But with others itisnot so.  When
the subject is of exalted importance to ourselves
—intimately connccted with grave questions
of fuith and morals—we are bound to give it
reasonable, and reverent attention. We claim
for religion the highest place in man’s consid-
eration. It is closely linked with his highest
hopes and deepest fears. It is hiis monitor
with regard to present duty, liis instructor res-
pecting future destiny.

In religion, as we understand it, there are
three great leading ideas—God, Christ, and
man :—God the Author of all, the Father and
Ruler of mankind,—Christ his Son, the e~
vealer of his will and the messenger of his
mercy,;—and man, the creature of his hands,
the object of his care, and the subject of his
moral government.  Various and manifold
have been the opinions which have been as-.
serted and maintained from time to time con-
cerning God, and Christ, and man. What
they are in themselves—what their nature
and attributes—avhat the nature of the rela-
‘t'ons they severally sustain to one another—
these have been topics of discussion and dis—
putation from very early ages of Christianity.
With regard to God, the questions raised have
been,—low does He exist, in one person only,
or in three persons 2 How does He govern
his creatures 7 Docs He occupy the throne
of the universe as a slern unbending Judge ;
or does he oceupy that exalted seat as a ten-
der and merciful Parent.  In other words,

will He forgive transgression, or can He for-
g ve transgression, without satisfaction hav-~
ing been made to His offended justice ? or

will He, and can He pardon the sinner whe
turns to him and repents, and enters ona

»
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life of new obedience? With regard to Christ,
the great questions have been,—what is his
nature ? is he the supreme God, or an exalted
but subordinate agent of the Supreme God ?
Ishe really the same with the Being who sent
him, ora distinct and different being from him ?
What is his oflice 7 What the peculiar bene-
fits of his mission ? Was his office to com-
municate truth and exemplify it in his life,
labours, and death : oris his death alone tobe
selected as the great central fact of Chiistian~
ity 7 With regard to man, the great ques-
tions have been,—is he a {ree moral agent, or
is he not 7 Is he hy nature capable of doing
good, or is he by nature totaily corrupt 2 Is
he subject to an uncontrollable deeree as to his
eternal destiny, or is that destiny made lo de-
pend on the character he forms ?

It will be perceived that 2ll those questions
are of the lagt importance in themselves, and
that on the replies made to them the greatest
practical results depend, I God exist in
one person only ; then one person only is
fo be the object of our worship.  If Ie exist
in three persons, then three persons are to he
the objects of our worship. If God sit on the
throne of the universe demanding satisfaction
for a violated law, fear must be the prevailing
idea which occupies our mind as we contem-
plate him. If he be there clothed with the
appearance of a tender parent, then we must
regard him chiefly with feelings of love. Tf
Christ be the Supreme God, then all our high-
est adoration should be direeted to him. But
if his dignity be that of the Son and Messen-
ger of the Supreme God, this should not be,
but we will be touched with love and rever-
ence towards him, for all that he has done,
and taught, and suffered for us in that charac-
ter. If his office was to communicate truth
and exemplify it to the world, then weshould
spare no everlion in imbibinghis doetrine and
imitating his examnple.  But if the fuct of his
death be our sole reliance for salvation and
escape from the consequences of sin, then his
doctrine and example will appear to our minds
in diminished importance.. 1f man is not a
free agzent—if he is subject to a decree inre-
gard to his destiny, uncontrollable and irrever-
sible, then his powers must be cramped,—he
must passively, perhaps hopelessly, resign
himself {o his fate.  If he is by nature totally
corrupt, and incapable of any good, then he
nzed not attempt it, nor should we expect it
from him. If on the other hand, le is a free
moral agent, capable of good as well as evil,
then he may attempt good, and we should ex-
pect it af his hands.  Such is the natare of
the practical consequences which depend on
the opinions we forin on the greal questions
at issne in the Christian world,

It is obvious that they are of the lastimpor-
tance. We are bound, therefore, to give the
matter serious altention. Can we, consistently
with our duly as rational and religious heings,
overlook the fact, that great and striking diver-
sities of opinion exist among men on the sub-
jects just referred to? Shall we be justified in
setting aside matters of such grave moment, as
things whiceh concern us not ? Shall our
minds remain quieseent and indolent while
such subjects are presented to them— content
withsome dim and shadowy apprehension, in-
stead ol a clear, well defined idea? Is it right
they shonld 7 We say most assuredly not.
We say that duty requires us {o look at those
diversities of opinion, fo ascerain as far as
possible the grounds and reasons for them, and
thus by our own exertion and investigation,
obtain setiled opinions for ourselves.

Tt is not our aim here to plead for any par-
ticular class of opinions.  We are simply re-
minding our readers, of the necessity and im-
portance of having definite and decided views
on the one side or the other, But there are
multitudes of every ciass and condition in life,
who have no settled opinions. They appear
perfectly salisfied to fravel with a certain
company in religions matters, because acci-
dent cast them there, or because they happen
to be connecied by some common sympathies
or associations. How frequent is the case
that a person born and bronght wp in a church
or communily of believers, is contenled to re-
main there, without giving himself any trou-
ble to ascertain what that church teaches to
be believed. There are thousands in the

Church of England, who are strangers to the
thirty-nine articles, and thousands in the Cal-
vinistic Presbyterian Chureh, who know hut
little of the Westminster Confession of Faith.
Hence the existence every where of so many
people who could give no proper answer if they
were asked to give a reason for the hope that
is in them. Their minds have never for a
moment heen bronght seriously to think on the
question—what is worthy of belief and what
isnol 7 Religious truth has never been ap-
prehended by them as a clear well defined set
of ideas.  Their connection with any commu-
nity of Christians is the result of some other
thing than sound rational convietion.

Several causes are constantly at work which
aperate against the formation of settled opini-
ons in a large class of minds, We eonmerely
mention them here. To dwell upon them
would exhaust more time and space then we
can spare at present. Religious indifference,
and mental indolence, ave sad obstacles to the
progress of truth,  There is too frequently.
also, the dread of an unwelcome result whiel
deters men from a thorouzh and impartial of-
fort 1o obtain decided views. And then, again.
there is the influence of carly prejudice.  No
fabled enchanter that ever graced an castem
tale, could hold his subjects more securely
spell-bound, than it can. It diffuses throuzh
the mind an wndetined and undefinable foar of
any thing that seems to clash with what it fa-
vours. It can find no reason for what it does,
yet it causes the victim it besets to kick the
beam against the weightiest and soundost
arguments that can be offered in opposition to
it.  Multitudes of weak minds, many of them
amiable too, are held in dim obscurity of he-
lief by its grasp, even while the glorious sun-
light of ascertained truth is shining cleasly
in their view.

TWe have introduced this imporlant subjeet
to our readers, not with the view ol enlarging
on it to any extent, still less did we propose {o
exhaust it, but rather to recommend it to their
own serions and candid consideration.  And
whatever may be the settled opinions to which
they arrive we must not fail to remind thom,
that they are to be Tield in candour, and with
perfect charity towards all others,

NEW GERMAN-CATIIOLIC CHURCII.

¢ A pamphlet has lately boen put forth by
Dr. Gunther of Jenn, eontaning a collection of
all the Artieles or Creeds of the New Gerimnan
Catholic Church 5 which, placing in juxta-
position the different fonnalie of heliel adopted
by the various communities which have fol-
lowed the reform movemeant, enables us to wain
a good insight into its natare and spirit. That
they should differ very materially in the bold-
ness of their tone, and in the lelitude of their
doctrines, is but to be expected, and is perhaps
the best proof of the separation heing thie resnlt
of conviction rather than of party spivit. In
some few, a lingering attachment is shown io
the old tencts and institutions, such as Tran-
substantiation and the Mass 3 in the majority
these are boldly and explicitly rejected ; and it
isa remarkable fact, that whilst the negations
contained in all the creeds express the with-
drawal of their allegiance from the Church of
Rome, the affirmations do not, we believe,
assert a single one of what may be eatled the
prominent and Orthodox doctrines of the Tine-
lish Protestant Church beyond what are im-
plied in the Apoestles’ and Nicene Creeds.
(The latter beingz adopted by only three of the
communities.) T none of them slands any re-
cognition of the Trinity, the Alonement, or
O.iginal Sin: whilst in all, the Scriptures
are emphaticatly pronounced {o he ¢ the only
true and safe source of Christian Faith.”

The foregoing paragraph is taken from the
London Inquirer. We have marked pari of
the last sentence in italies because we think
it mentions a fact worthy of being particularly
noted. The German Reformers have nobly
thrown aside the trammels of the old church
anthority and come lo the Scriptures fo read
them with their own cyes. But they have
not seen therein the doctrine of the Trinity,
the commen doctrine of Atonement, or that
of Original Sin., The fact speaks volumes.
A certain Calvinistic church has, we under-
stand, furnished the German Reformers with
translalions of its authorised symbols of faith.
To this there can be no possible ahjection.
Let the seckers after truth gain all the light
they can.  But we venture to predict they
will not fall in love with Calvinism. They
have opened their cyes in a different age of
the world from that in which the Calvinistic
theology {ook its rise.

LIBERALITY.—CHRISTIAN UNION.

The subjoined paragraphs are from {he pen
of the editor of the Baltimore Methodist Pro-
lestant. In some prior aiticles, he had given
expression to sentiments whieh were regarded
as too liberal by some of his readers. e
had ventured to say there were good and
worthy Christians in various sects out of
the pale of conventional <orthodoxy.? The
idea that any Catholics or Unitarians could
be gpood Christians was not recoived well hy
some of his correspondents : and we know
that sneh an idea is sufficient to alanm nany
worthy €orthadox” people in more places than
Baltimore.  The dicenssion avivinated in the
present movement for ¢ Christion Umson® that
is goine on in this country and elsewhere,—
The editorof the Afethodist Protestant thoweht
that it was proceeding on too narrow a basis,
And g0 must every one fhink who eonsis(-
eutly maintains the vight of pivate judsgment
and the sullicieney of the Seriptures as a rule
of faith.  Talk of eatholicity, indeed, in
such a movement! Tt is sheer sectarianism.
—this enlarging of the cirele, inch by inch.
until a precise and favored number get within
ity to exchange congratulations and  lonk
satisficd, as il they represented the entire
Christian world. - The civele may indeed ho
enlarged, but it is a scctarian eirele il
and these who press within it are as remote
from the true principle of Christian catholicity
as they were before they ventured hovond
the pale of their respective sectarian m'j.:;‘miz-
ations. 1t may do good, however, {o a cer-
tain extenl. Tt may hiing together soets
widely differing in opinion, cause them to
know each other and appreciate each other's
good qualities, and lead them into the prac-
tice of settiny doctrinal differences in the
back-ground when more general interests are
to be served.  Weslevanism and Calvinism
are widely apart: Wesley has said of a fa-
vorite doctrine of Calving that it is worse
than ¢ all the absurd opinions of all the Ro-
manists in the world”? - Now it is well to
see those sects coming toaether, and for the
time sinking their wide differences. It affords
ground to hope that the cssential spirit of
Chuistianity is working its way in the world 3
and the Liberal Christian always rejoices in
the prospect of the time when it shall have
triumphed over mere abstract dogmas, and
cifected a perfecet < Christian union?®? hetween
man and man, and a complete reconciliation
hetween man and God.  If mankind were
thoroushly pervaded by the spirit of Chiristi-
anity,—fully imbued with the all-compre-
hending charity of the Gospel.—there wonld
be no exeeption taken to the followine senii-
ments of the Methodist editor of Baltimore—
they wonld be welcomed everywhere :—

¢« Cnristiax Uxtox acatv.—It seems that
our remarks upon this subieel are considered
to have been too liberal. We give above two
lelters of disapprobation, which will show the
other side of the question.  Our readers have
the privilege to think and act for themselves.
T¥e hold that it is our duty and privilege to
be as orthodox as close, persevering, prayerful
study can make us to be : but, also, to acknow-
ledge the fruits of the Spirit, wlhievever they
are visible ; no matter how heterodox we may
suppose the fruit-bearer to beo  H must ndt
be understood, that we have advecated, or
that we teach or helieve Unitarianian 5 for
we have done, and intend Lo do no such thing;
as we believe that system to come shost of o
proper exposition of the Bible, But, where-
ever o Unitarian acfs like a Christian, itis the
best evidence, to ws, that he is one ¢ and we
gladly grasp his hand as that of a Christian
brother. Tf, as J. W. does, it he questioned
that a Unitarian can act Like a Chrislian, we
have only fo say, that we have known, per-
sonally, two or three Unitarians, who were
not exeelled in Christian character, to judge
hy Galatians v. 22, 23, 24, and 1 Johu iii, 14,
&e. 3 by any of the multitudinous ministers
and laity around them ; so far as we had op-
portunity {o observe; and our opportunity was
ample.

¢ So with Papists.  One of the most precious
Christians we cver knew, was a member of
the Roman Catholic Church, inthiscity ; and
many a time have we knell by her side at
the venerable St. Peter’s which has recently
bzen torn down o afford a site to the Calvert
Hall. So with the Quakers. Some charm-

ing members of Christ’s Body have we fol-
lowshipped among the peaceable, henovolent,
excellent Quakers. Since we have been in
the ministry ‘even, we have attended service

in the Papal Church, and the Friends’ Meet-
ing Ilonse ; and have ventured to occupy the
pulpit of a beloved Unitarian brother.  And
yet, our own sentiments have remained un-
changed, while our love for our variant breth-
ren has increased.

« Our good brothor J. W, will do well to re-
member that & man may hold dectrines that
we detest, and yet be a good Christian, Lo
onr own mind, Calvinism is one of the most
abhorrent systems, so far as it relates to Elec-
tion, that has ever heen presented-to our con-
sideration, It is inelfably ervoneous 5 and in
our humble opivion, of most fatal tendency.
Buf vet, <o nany and so great and good
Christians have held ity that we have never
veitured fo abuse it as some Avminians have
done. Dr. Payson, who was one of the best
and most useful nien that ever lived, was so
thoronsh a Calvinist that he conld not, with-
oitt violatine liis conscience, assist at the in-
stallation of an Auminian minister. We have
heard Arminians say, frequently, that they
wonld ratherbe Univeralists than Cudvinists';
and yet probablv, these very men would as-
sociate with Calvinists and yejeet the social
overtures of Universalists,

“ Bt there is no need of such detail. To
=um up the whole matter, it is our duly, we
think, to advocate otthadoxy and tooppore er-
ror ¢ rewulating the afldirs of our own Chureh
inour own way.  But, we must allow fiee-
dom of thought, speech and aetion to other
cammunities, who. holding the Bible tobe the
waord ol God, i Jesus Clirist to be the Savior
of the world, construel their creeds, and en-
deavour to vindicate theiv own speculative
Theolosy,  Aswe cannot see the heart, we
should Teave that to God 5 and he content with
helieving that he who wcls like 2 Clristian
is one.”

LECTURES ox CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE.

The course of Sunday Iivening Lectures
announced in our last, is now in progress of
delivery, in the Unitarian Church of this cily.
At the time we wiite four have been given,
which were listened {0 by numerous and at-
tentive audiences. We reprint the list of
subjeets t—

The existence of a God: Christianity a re-
velation from God: The Christian Seriptures
an authentic and perfect record of the  Chris-
tian revelation 3 The Seriptures given o rea-
sonable heings and designed to be interpreted
onreasonable principles 5 What the Scriptures
teach concerning Goi, his unity and paternal
character: What the Seriptures teach con-
cerning Christ, his person, and his office;
What the Seriptures teach concerning man,
his nature, his duty, and his destiny.

NOTE TO OUR F¥RIENDS IN CARLTON PLACE,
The Universalist Walehman, published in
Montpelier, Vermont, speaks of a ¢ letter writ-
ten from Carlton Place, West Canada,’? selling
forth the want of o preacher of tiberal Christi=
anity for that place and the neighbouring dis-
trict.  Qur cotemporary alludes, we presuimne,
to the connmunieation which appeared in our
columns a short time since.  Pethaps not,
however, for he is quite silent concerning our
ageney in the matter. But we are ansious
1o let our friends in that quarter know, that
the editor says, if they address a letter to him
he thinks he can find a suitable preacher for
them,  We shall be goatified i we can inany
way he instiumental in ajiding them to geta
minister suited to their position and wants.

== Ton e e

BOOKS FOR SALE.

re*ITE ENTIRTE WORKS OF WM. E,
E CITANNING, D D., in Two Vols. 8vo.

Cloth, Lettereds Trice (0s.

THE ENTIRE WORKS OF 0. DEWLY,
D.D., Pastor of the Churelh of the Messiah,
New York, in One Vol. tvo. Cloth, Letteved.
pp 887.  Pries 104,

COMMENTARY ON THE FOUR GOS-
PELS, by Rev. A, A, Liversong, in One
Vol.  Belfast Edition,  Price ds.

177 “The nbove Books may be had at e

Melday's Book Store, Notre Dume Street, and

at Mr. Duvsox's, 8t Francois Xavier Street.

GREENWOOD'S HYMNS
For Sale at Mr, Buvson’s Bonkstore, St Fran-
cois Nuvier S rect.

T ETTERS TO RELATIVES AND
4 FRIENDS, chiefly in Reply to Arguments
in support ol the Doetrine of the Trinity.
BY MARY S, B. DANA,
Author of ** The Southern & Northern Harps,"
“ The Varted Funily,” &e.

A Supply of the above Reeeived, and for Sule at
* the Book-Store of €. Bavsox, Montreal,

NOTICE.
57 The hours of Public Worship on Sun-
days, in the Unitavian Church, Montreal, e~

pe—

Evevex in the forenoon, and Sevex in the even-
ing—¥ree Sittings arc provided for Strangers,




THiIE BIBLE

CHRISTIAN,

CWILAT I8 UNTTARIANISM 2

Tt is often asked, in these days of enquiry, and

the frequent change ad commingling of opinions,
what Unitarianism is 2 What do  Unitarian
Chuistians believe 7 Whatare their views of God,
of Jesus Cheist, of the Atonement, of the Holy
‘Spirit, of the Bible, of the new birth, of veligion
generally ?

Lam vot going to -enter into any argument in
defence of Unitiriunism, 1 am not geing to be
controversinl. ¥ would simply offer a briet reply
to the question stated,

'Smm'lhillg of this kind, it is believed, is called
Tor by i many misapprehensions which exist on
the subjees,  The faith of Unitarians is often
mismrdersiosd and misrepresenteds T may be per-
mitted to say, calumniated, [t is often denoance.
el in te pulpit, amd from the press, aod in private
an:d gaeial meetings,  People are warned against
it as o soubdestroying cvvor. There is a partion
of the community which his @ strong prejudics
against i, without knowing precisely what it is,
or why they should be afvatd of it oenly they
ure told, that they miast have nothing to do with
it; they must wot hear its preachers, nor read the
books of the detomination,

Now o such, could my voice reach them, |
wottld sy, in the anguage which was anee used,
when the guestion was asked ¢ Can any good
come out of Nozareth '— Come and see.”
Come and see what Usnitarianism s, Understand
betore you juilge 5 then receive or reject it. 1r
it appear to be the truth of God,—if it appear
to cmbrace the simple truths of the Gospel —
then do not besitate to acknowledge ivas such.
Do not be frightened by a name 5 do not adlow
yourselves to be inlluenced by what men say z
fear God rather than man. Reverenee the truth
vou tind it.  Come and see what Uni-
tarianisin is, before yor atlow yourselves to ey
-out agaiust it. Do not condemn it unheard. Do

not allow yourselves to forma your opinion of it
from the imperfect and distovted representations
of its enemivs.  This is what T would say, could
my voice reach thuse who denounce it.

Unitarianism takes its name from its distin-
gui~hing tenet, the strict personal unity of God,
which Unitarians bhold in oppesition to the doc-
trine which teaches that God ¢ s in three per-
sons, Unitarians maintain thae God is one mind,
one person; one individual being 5 that the Father
one is‘entitled to be called. God in.the highest
se; that Ile alone possesses the attribute of
inlinite, nnderivesl _Div'um. and is the only pro-
per object of supre: e worship and love. . They
beliove thay Jesus Christ is a distine: being (rom
Him, and pessesses omdy devived artributes 5 that
he is not the suprene Gad himeelt, but hiy Son,
and the nedinm through which he bas chosen to
fmpart the richest blessings of his love to u sinning
world.

This may be ealled the great leading doctrine,
the distinguishing, and properly speaking, the
ouly distingoishing feature of  Unitarianism.
Unimrians hold the supremacy of the Father, aml
the futerior and derived natare of the Son. This
is their sole discriminating avticle of faith,

Ou several other points they difter more or less
among themeelves,  Professing little reverence
for human ereals, having noe common stamdard
but the Bible, and allowing in the fullest extent
fredom of thought, and the liberty of every
Chris tan to interpret the vecords of divine Re-
velation lor himsell, they loek for diversity of
apinion s the uecessary result, They see not
how this is to be avoided without a vielatiou of
the grand Protestant principle of individual taith
aud liberty.  Uhey claim to be therough and
consistent Protestantss

There are certain general views however, in
which they are mostly agreed, which they regard
us flowing from the great diseriminating article
of fiith above-nimed, or intimately connceted
with it, or which they feel compelied Lo adopt on
a diligent exaunination of the shered volume.

1 begin with the characterof God,  Unitavians,
as [ said, hold his strict personad unity. ‘They
are accustomed, too, to dwell with peculiar ein-
phasis on his moral perfections, his equity, his
holiness, and especially  his patecnal love and
merey. They regard it as one of the chief glories
of Christinity that it containg a clear assertion
nndd full iflesteacion of the docteine that God is

inence in their tenchings, ns one peculiarly dear
to theiv bearts, one jotimately interwoven with
theiv coneeptinas ot a trae, cheerlul, and elevating
piety, and the obligutions and encouragenents to
repentiney,  prayer, and an obedient lite, It is
the oflice of veligion, as they view it, to purity
the soul of man, o enkindle in it holy desives amd
atfectiong, and become to it w seurce of light,
strength, comfurt, pea and the pateanal char-
acter of Geod, his infinite love, tenderness, puty,
awited with the holiness of his nature, is the great
Ciden which must e at the foundation of ull such
religion in the soul.

I'hey believe that the merey of God is fiot con-
fined to a few, arbitrarily chosen out of the great
mass of beings equally sintul in his sight; but
that Qe rus with ‘o fhther's tenderness and
pity towids the whole offspring of Adam. They
believe that he earpestly desires their repentance
and holiness; that his infinite overflowing love
led him miracalously to raise up anidl send  Jesus
to be theiv kpivitual deliverer, to purify theie sbuls
from sin, to restore them to communion with
himself, and fit them for pardon and eveclasting
life in h 8 presence 3 in a word, to recoucile man
20 God; uud envth to heaven.

our Father,  They give to this dectrine 8 prom-;

They believe that the Gospel off Jesus thus
oviginated in the exhaustless and unbought love
ot the Father 3 that iris intended to operate on
man, and not on God 5 that the only obstacle
which exists, or which ever has existed on the
part of God, to the forgiveness of the sinner is
found in the heart of the sintner himself': that
the life, teachings, sufferings, and resurrection of
Jusus berome an fnsteument of pardon, as they
ave the appointed means of turning man from sin
1o haliness, of breathing into his soul new moral
and spivitual lite, and elevatingit to a anion with
the Father. They believe that the cross of Chrise
was not needed to render God merciful ; thag
Jesus satfeeed, not as a victim of God’s wrath,
or to satisty his justice.  They think thut this
view absenres the glory of the divine charvacter, is
repugnant to God's equity, veils his loveliest nt-
tributes, and is injurious to aspivit of filial, trust-
ing piety, Thasall, in their view, is to be refer-
rud primarily to the boundless and unpurchased
love of the Father, whose wisdom chose this
wethod of bringing man within veach of his par.
doning mercy. by redeeming himdvom the power
of sin, and establishing in bis heart his kingdom
of righteonsness and prace,

I now proceed to speak of Jesue Christ. As
belore said, Unitarians believe him to be a dis-
tinet being fiom God and subordinate to him,
he following may serve as a specimen ot the
processes ot thought, ws, and  impressions,
throngh which they arrive at this conclusion. [
state them it will e observed, not by way of
argument- I shall use to more of argument, 1
repeat, than is necessary to explain tfully what
Unitarianism is, and how it sustains itself,—
ou what toandation it professes to rest,

Unitirians de not rely exclusively, or chiefly,
on what they conceive to be the inttinsie ineredi-
bility of the doctrine to which they stand opposed.
They ke the Bible in their hands, as they say,
amd sitring dowan to vead it, as plain unlettered
Chiristinns, aud with prayer for divine lumin-
tion, they find that the general tenor of its lan-
guige either distinetly asserts, or necessarily im-
plies tiie snpremacy of the Father, and teaches
the jnferior and derived natnre of the Sone  In
proof of this  they appeal to such passages as the
tollowing :=—* This is life eternal, that they
might knew thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent "—Jobu xvii- 3
¢ Forthere is one God, aud one mediator between
God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”—1 Tim
il. 3, “ My Father is greater than 1."—John
xiv, 23 ¢ My doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me"—John vii, 16. - ** Iapeak not of my-
self,"—John xiv. 10, 1 ean of mine own seit
do nathing "—John v. 30.. ** The Father that
dwelleth i me; he doeth the works. " —John xiv,
10. ¢ God hath made thiat sine Jesus, whom
ye eracified, both Lovd and Chrise.”— Acets ii. 36,
** Him hath Gad exalted with his right hand, 1o
be a Priuce and a Saviour,”—Acts v, 31,

They appeal to such passiges, and generally to
all those T swhich Jesus Cheist is called, not Gosl
himsell, bue the Son of God ; in which heis
spoken of us sent, and the Father as sending,
appointiug him a kingdom, © giving” himautho-
rity, giving him to be head over all things to the
church.  Such pussages, they contend, show de-
rived power and nuthm‘ity.

Again ;3 when ths Son is represented as pray-
ing to the Father, and the Father as bearing and
granting  his prayer, how, ask they, ecau the
plain, serious veader resise the conviction that he
who prays is a dilferent being from him to whom
he prays 2 Does a beiog pray to himselt' 2

Unitarians urge thon passives like those above
referred to, ucmu'riug promiscuously, are fuir
specimens of the lauguage in swhich Jesas is spo-
ken of in the New Testament 5 that sueh is the
common language of the Bibleand that it s wholly
irreconciinbie with the iden that Jesus wus ve-
earded by those with whun he lived and con-
versed, as the Lufinite and Supreme God, or that
the Bible was meant to teich any such doctrine.
They do not tiad, they say, that the deportment
of the disciples and of the multitude rowards
Jesus, the questions they asked him, and the
character ot their intercourse with him, indicated
any such belief on their part, or any suspicion
that he was the Tufinite Jehovah,  We mect, say
they, with no marks of thesurprise and astonish-
ment which they must have expressed, on being
first madde acquainted with the doctrive,~—on be-
ing first told that he whostood before them, who
ate and drank with them, who slept and waled,
who wag capable of fatigue and sensible to pain,
was, in teuth, the Infinite and 'mmutable Oune,
the U'reserver and Governor of nature,

‘Lhey contend that the passages generally ad-
duced to prove the Supieme Deity of Jesus
Chyist, Iuil of their olject ; that without violenee
they will receive a different conftruction ; that
such constraction is often absolutely required by
the lnnguage itself, or the connexion in which it
stunds ; that most of thuse passages, carefully
examined, fur from disproving, clearly show the
distinet natore and inferiority of the Sons They
notice the fact as n remarkable one, that of all
the proof texts of the Trinity, as they are called,
there is not one on which eminent Trivitarinn
crities have notput a Dnitarian construction, and
thus they say that Unitarianism may be proved
from the concessions of Trinitavians themselves,
Ttis certainly a very extraovdinary fact, that
there is not a single text of Seripture commonly
adduced as proving the Trinity, which distin-
guisbed Trinitarian critics have not abandoned
to the Uuitarians, . .

Unitarinns find difficuities of another sort jn
"the way of believiug in o tei-personal Deity.
¢ They ohject the inherent incredibility of the doc-

that there are three persons in the Deity, it
teaches, acevrding to any covnception they can
forn on the subject, thut there are three beings,
three mindy, three conscious agents, and thus it
makes three Gods, and to assert that these three
are oney is o manifest contradiction.

Sn too with regard to the Saviour,—to affirm
that the sume being is both finite and infuite,
man and Godd, they say. appears to them to be
acontradiction and an absuedity. Hf Jesus Chrise
possessed  two  matures, two wills, two minds,
a finite sl an infinites they maintain that he
must be two persons, two heings.

In regard to bis metaphysical nature and vank,
and the time at which his existence commenced,
Unitarians undoubtedly ditfer in opinion.  Some
hold his pre-existence, uand others suppose that
his existence comuenced at the time of his en-
trance into the world. 'l he question of his na-
ture they do uot consider as fmportant,  Sote
tuke this view. "They think that the testimony
of the apostles. the oviginal withesses, to whom
we ave indebted for our knowledge of hiin, bers
only on his birth, miracles, tzachings, lite, death,
resurrection, and ascension 1 that is, on his char-
acter and offices, and that beyond these we need
not go 3 that these are all which it is hoporang
that we should know or believe ; that the rest
is speculation, hypothesis, with which. ng practi-
el Christians, we have no concern 3 that neither
our comtort, our hope, nor our urity ot pur-
don and eternal life depends upoun our knowledge
or belief of it.

At the same time, all entertain exalted views
of his c¢haracter and offices.  In a veverence for
these they profess to yield 1o no elass of Christians.
The divinity which others ascribe to his person
they think may with more propriety be peterred
to theses ¢ We believe firmly,” says one of the
most eminent writ of the denomination, ** in
the divinity of’ Christ’s mission and office, that
he spoke with divine authority, and was a bright
e of the divine perfections.  We believ. that
Jesus Christ was the most glorions display, ex=
pression, aud representative of God to muukind,
s0 that in secing and koowing him, we see and
kuow the invisible Father ; so that when Christ
came, God visited the world and dwelt with ien
mare conspicuously thun any tormer period,

In Christ’s words we hear God speaking 5 in

his miracles we behold God acting 5 in his ¢
acter and life we see nn unsullivd image of Got's
purity and love.  Webelieve, then, in the divin-
ity of Christ, as this term is often and properly
used.”

Unitavinns do not think that they thus detrace

from' the true glory of the Son. They regard
bim as one with God in affection, will, and pur-
pose.. " This unjon, they think, is explain-d by
the words of the Saviour bimsell. ~ ¢ Be ye also
oue,” says he to his disciples, ** even as | and my
Father sue one;” not oue in natare, bat in pur-
pose, atTection, and act. Through him Christians
are brought near to the Father, and their hearts
are penetrated with divine love. By union with
him as the true vine, they ave nurtured in the
spiritual life.  In his teachings they find reveln-
tivns of holy truth,  They ascribe peculiar power
aud significance to his crosse  To that emblem
of selt=sacrificing love, they turn with ainotions
which language is too poor to express.
The cross is connected in the minds of Chris-
tians with the Atonement, On this subject
Unitarians feel constrained to differ {vom some
of their fellow Christians.  They do not “reject
the Atonement in what they conceive to be the
seriptural meaning of the term, While, however,
they gratefully ackunowledge the medintion of
Christ, and believe that through the channel
ot his gospel are conveyed to then the most pre.
cious blessinga of a Father's mercy, they object
strongly to the views frequently expressed, of the
connexion of the death of Christ with the forgive-
ness ot sin. . They do not believe that the saffur-
ings of Chirist were penal——designed to satisfy
principle of stern justice, for justice, say they,
does not inflict suffering on the innocent that the
guilty may go free, And besides, they believe
that God’s justice is in perfect harmony with his
mercy, that to separate them, even in thought,
is greatly to dishonour himm.  They believe that
however the cress stands conneeted with the for-
giveness of sin, that connexion, as before suid, is
to be explained by the effects wrought on man,
and not on God

They believe that in thus teaching, they do
not rob the cross of its power, nor take away trom
the sinner his ground of hope. Lo the objection,
that sin requires an infinite atonement, and that
none but an infinite being can wmake that atone-
ment, they reply by saying, that they fimd in
theiv Bibles not one word of this infinite atone-
ment, and besides, that o act of u finite being, a
frail, sinning child of dust, can possess a charng-
ter of infinity, or merit an infinite punishment ;
that it i3 an abuse of language so to speak 5 and
turther, that if an infinite suffever were necessary
tu make due atonement for sin, no such atone-
ment could ever be made, for inlinite caunot sui-
fer; that God is unchangenble, and it is both ab-
surd and fmpious to aseribe suffering to him
God .cannot die 3 and admitting Jesus to have
been God s well as mau, only his human nature
suffered ; that there was no infinite suffever in
the case 5 that thus the theory of the infinite
atonement proves a fallacy, and the whole fubric
fills to the ground. Still is not the sinner left
without hope, because he leans on the original
and unchanging love and compassion of the Fa-
ther, to whom as the primary tountain, we trace
back all gospel means and intluences, und wheo is
ever ready to pardon those, who through Christ
and his cross are brought to vepentance for sin,

trine in itself considered.  Theyr suy, that they
i cannot recetve the doctrine, because in asserting

and holiness of heartand life.
By the Holy Spirit, Unitariuns. suppose is

meant not & person, but an influence: and hence
it is spoken of as ¢ poured out,” ¥ given® and
we hear of the “anointing”” with the holy spivi,
phrases which they contend, precinde the ideaof a
person. It was given miraculously to the firss
disciples, and gently, as the gathering dews of
evening, distills upon the hearts of the followers
of Jesus iu all ages, helping their infirmity, mio-
istering to their venewal, and ever strengthening
and cowforting them. It is given in auswer 1o
prayer,  As Christ said, “ It ye being evil,” fm-
pertect betngs, ©* kuow how to give good gitis
unto your children, how much inore shall your
Father who is in heaven give the Holy Spiris
to them that ask him,” —Luke xi. 13.

Unitavians believe that salvation through the
gospel is olfered to all, on such terms s all, by
God"s help, which be will never withhold from
any who earnestly strive to know amd do his
willy and lead a pure, hamble, amd benevolent
fife, have power to aceept.  They reject the doe-
trine of native total depravity, but they assert
thiat man is born weuk and in pussession of appe-
s and propensities, by the abuse of which all
come actual sinuers, and they believe in the
necessity of what is figuratively expressed by the
“pew birth 7 that is, the becomi spiritund
and boly, being led by that spivit of trath and
love which Jesus came to introduce info the souls
of bis followers.  This change s sianific
called the coming of the kingdomn of heave
the heart, without swhich, as they teach, the par-
don of sin were it possible, wonlid confer no hap-
piness, and the songs of paradise would fall wirh
harsh dissonanee on the ear,

While they earnestly inculeate the necessity of
a holy heart and a pure and benevolent life, they
deny that man is to be saved by his own merit,
or works, exeept as @ condition to which the
merey of God has Deen pleased to annex the gitt
of eternal life und felicity.

There is nothing pecaliar in the sentimeuts
which Unitarians, as a body, entertain of the
Bible, which iy ex them from other scets,
They go to it as the fountain of inspired rrath.
They vegard the several books which compose the
volwe, as the records of a Divine Revelation.
They make it their standard, their vale of faich
and life, interpreting it as they think cousistency
and the principles of 2 sound and approved critis
cizm requive. In proof of their veneration for
the seriptures, they appeal to the fuct that seve-
il of the best defences of Christinnity against
the attacks of infidels, bave come from the hands
of Unitarians,—a fact which no one acquainted
with the theological literature of modern times,
from the Reformation down to the present day,
will call in question,

Unitarians have been nccused of unduly. exalt-
ing human reason.  To this they reply, that the
Bible is addressed to us as reasonable beings ;
that reverence for its records, and respect for the
natures which God hus bestowed on us, makes
it our duty to use our understandings and the
best Hights which are afforded us, for ascertaining
its meaning ; that God cannot contradict in one
way what he reveals in another 5 that his word
amd works muost utter a consistent language 5
that if the Bible be his gift, it cannot be at war
with nature and human reason 3 that if we dis-
card reason in its interpretation, there is no ab-
surdity we may not dedace from it; that we
cannot do it greater dishonour than to adwit that
it will not stand the serutiny of reasou ; that it
our fuculties are not worthy of teast, it they are
so distempered by the fall that we can vo longes
vepose any confidence in their veracity, then re-
velution itself cannot benetit us, for we bave no
means left of judging of its evidenees or import,
and are reduced 10 @t stite of utter

Unitarians sometimes speak  of reverence for
human nawire,~—of reverence for thesoul. They
veverence it as God’s work, tormed for undying
growth and improvement.  They believe that it
possesses powers capuble of receiving the highest
truths,  Lhey believe thut Gud, fu various ways,
makes revelations of rath and duty to the hu-
man soul 3 that in variows ways be quickens it—
kindles in it holy thoughts and aspivations, and
inspires it by his life giving presence.  "Lhey be-
lieve that Bowever divkened and degraded, it
is eapable of being regenerated, renewed, by the
means and iufluences which he provides.  Lhey
believe that it is not so davkened by the fall, but
that some good, sume power, smne capacity of
spivitual life, is left in it. But they ackuowledge
that it has need of belp § thut it has need to be
breathed npon by the divine spirit. "Uhey believe
that theve is nothing in their peculie wode of
viewing Christianity which encourages presump-
tion,-—enconrages pride und self exaltation, They
believe that the heave which knows itself will be
ever humble.  They feel that they must perpet-
uaily losk 10 Gud for uid.  'Lhey teach the ne-
ceasity ol prayer, and a diligent use of the means
of deveut culture, "Uhey do not then tench rever-
ence for human nature in any such sense  they
urge, a8 woulld countenance the iden that man is
suflicient to save himselt without God.  They
pray to im lor ilumination ; pray that he will
more and more commuunicate of himselt to their
souls.  They teach the Vighting influences of'sin,
They beliese that in the wniverse which God has
tormed, this is the only essential evil, and that to
reseue the human soul from its power, to win it
back to the love of God, is the noblest work
whish religion can achieve, and worth all the
Llood and tears which were poured out by Jesus
in the days of his bumiliation.
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