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MATERIALISM.

BY REV. W. B. CLARE, QUEBEC.

“ But there is a spirit in man.”—Job xxxii. 8

I believe there is a latent infidelity in the
heart of every man, which can never be
removed, till the Spirit of God quicken the
dead soul into spiritual life. Man, in his
natural state, being dead in trespasses and
sins, can neither realize spiritual things,
nor feel a sense of their supreme importance.
There may not be a positive disbelief of
divipe things. Their existence may be
admitted, and yet their power may not be
felt. And hence it is that men, having a
patural dislike to the truth of God, and
an inability fully to realize it, are so apt to
imbibe erroneous views, or fall into down-
right infidelity. Till the natural unbelief
.of the heart is removed, a man will always
be ready to fall into outward and positive
unbelief,

Unbelief has assumed different’ forms
in different ages. During the last centary
atheism prevailed extensively. That has
given way, in the present day, to pantheism,
which denying the existence of a personal
God, and representing God, in every thing,
is scarcely, if at all any better. During
the same period, among those who had
uot gone thus far, a disbelief of revealed
religion had taken possession of the minds of
many; and an utter countempt for it was ex-
pressed not unfrequently both in books and
conversation. From the beginning of this
century things took aturn for the better.
Formal infidelity was written down; and
the genuineness and authenticity of Serip-
ture established by irresistible argument,
so that among intelligent and well read
men, disbelief in revelation scavcely dared
showitself. Itwasanearnesttime;jand men
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were in earnest about religion, as well as:

every thing else; and the effects of this
ate seen in the general respect manifested
for religion, in the improved appearance
of churches and church-going habits of

the people;in the zeal for, and success of,
missionary enterprises,—in the improved
tune of moral feeling, and energetic efforts
to promote the social comfort, and moral
well-baing of the masses. Again, the tide
has tarned, and the natural enmity of the
heart to God’s truth is just mamfestmg
itself in another way.

Ainong unbelievers in the present day
thera is generally some respect expressed
for the Scriptures, as venerable produc-
tions of antiquity, more or less authentic, as
containing, among heaps of questionable
matter, portions of truth, which may be
sifted out, and ascortained by the careful
exercise of reason. This view procseds of
course, upon the denial of the inspiration
of the Bible, and tends to destroy all con-
fidence in it; yea,torander it utterly worth-
less, and incredible;—fov its authors claim
inspiration, and if this claim can be dis.
proved, then of coursein follows that they
are utterly untrustworthy.

There is another class of men, who pro- -
fess great respect for the Bible, admit its
c}mne inspiration, and express a desire
simply to embrace and follow out what
they believe to be its teachings, and yet
reject some of the most important doctrines
which the great body of Christians hold
dear, and which have been embraced, with
very few exceptions, by all the most learned
and competent interpreters, both in ancient
and modern times. One of the doctrinas

rejected by this class of men, is that of the
N0, 5,
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immortality of the soul of man, or to
speak more correctly, that of the existence
of the soul, as any thing separate, or
distinct from the body. They regard
man, not asa complex being made up of
soul and body, but as a unit, and exclu-
sively ‘a material being. It follows there-
fore from this, that, when man dies, he
does not fall asleep, but he ceases, as a
distinet being to exist. For, if what we
call the soul of man is nothing distinet
from the  body, when this body becomes
lifeless, and is dissolved into its primitive
elements; and the atoms of which it was
composed pass into vegelables, and,
through them into the bodies of other men
and animals, it is clear that, though the
matter of which the man was composed
still exists, the man himself has ceased Lo
exist. And'such a thingas the resurrec-
tion of a mere material man, the matter
of whose body has existed in many dif:
ferent bodies, is a physical impossibil-
ity. A new creation of a precisely similar
man there may be, but the vesurrec-
tion of the very same man, with his
personal identity untouched, there cannot
be.

This doctrine of materialism,—one of
the most shallow and irrational which the
misguided mind of man ever devised, the
modern advocates of it pretend to find in
Scripture.  Here then Ishall join issue with
them, and endeavor to show, that such a
doctrine does mnot receive the slightest
countenance from the word of God properly
understood. With this view then I shall
consider, first the leading texts, to which
these men appeal, in support of their
materialistic views, and then, in the second
placs, bring forward the most important
seriptural evidence, in support of generally
received opimion concerning the immor-
tality of the soul, and its capacity of exist-
ing in a state of consciousness and activity,
when separated from the body.
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First, then, our opponents appeal to
the Pentateuch for negative argumeats, in
support of their peculiar views. Tt is ad-
mitted that, in the Pentateuch, there is very
little direct reference to th:e future state of
existence, no appeal made to men’s feel-
ings as immortal beings, and no induce-
ments held out to obedience to God’s law,
drawn from a regard to a future state of
reward and punishments. And on the
absence of all appeal to the future state of
existence, Bishop Warburton, one of the
most powerful of English writers, founds
his great argument for the divine legation
of Moses. There is much force in the
Bishop’s argument; but Ifee! persuaded
that there are indirect allusions to the im-
mortality of the soul, in the Pentataeuch,
which show that the ancient Hebrews
kuew and received . that great doctrine;
and to these I shall afterwards vefer. But
the modern Sadducees are not content with
endeavouring to draw negative arguments
from Scripture, in support of their pecu-
 liar views: they endeavour to bring direct
and positive evidence from the word of God
that man is merely a material being, and so
far as any immortal spiritual principle is
concerned, no better than the beasts that
perish.

Let us look at some of these passages.
The passage to which I sball first direct
vour attention, is that which at first sight
appears most strongly to favour the doc-
trine of materialism; you will find itin
Eccles. iii. 18-22. In this passage the
wise man i3 speaking of the vanity of man
as mortal, aud of the wickeduess and folly
of those who live only for a present world:
and regarding the condition of such, he
said in his heart, or prayed, that God
might manifest them to themselves, and
let them see that they are no better thay
brute beasts. Solomon does not express
it as hisopinion, assome ignorantly sup-
pose, that man spiritually-is no better thana

*
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beast; but he prays that men indulging
in sin, and living only for a present world,
might be made {0 see, that they are acting
the part of brute beasts, aud reducing
themselves to their level. And then he
goes on to illustrate his meaning in the
19th verse:  “TFor that,” says he, « which
befalleth the sons of men, considered us
animals, befalleth. beasts: even one thing
befalleth them; as the one dieth, so dieth
the other; yea, they have all one breath:.
so that & man, w'th reference to his animal
nature only, hath no preminence above a
.beast: for all the pursuits of the natural
man, living for a present world only, are
vanity. All go unto one place; all are of
the dust, andall turn to dust again.”
And then in the 21st verse he explains the
true state of the matter, pointing: out the
grand distinction between the man and the
beast, Jamenting that so few cousider it.
“«Who knoweth,” says he,* the spirit of man
thal goeth upward, and the spirit of the
beast that goeth downward to the earth "
As if be had said, how few are there who
show by their lives, that they kuoow and
consider the grand distinction between the
man and the beast, which consists in this,
—that the spirit of man goeth upward to
appear before God’s judgment-seat, while
the Spirit of the beast goeth downward to
the earth. And then, in the 22nd verse,
he states the conclusion at which he has
arrived, as to the manner in which men
should act with regard to the fruits of,
their own labor. « Wherafore” says he, I
perceive that there is nothing better than
that a man should rejoice in the fruit of
his own works.” This just means, that
he had arrived at the conclusion, with
regard to 2 man’s conduct in this world,
that he ought to take the comfortable use
of the fruits of his honest industry, receiv-
ing nothing but what he could possess
with 8 good conscience, and retaining no-
thing but what would afford him enjoy-
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ment, and not uselessly heaping up
wealth for those who are to come aftér
him. For this he assigns two reasons.
First, because this is the portion assigned
him by God in the world, and he should
enjoy it, and be thankfulforit. Secondly,
he shonld enjoy and dispose of it himself;
for he knows not who may come inte
Ppossession of it after him, or what use the
future possessor may make of it.

It must be admitted that thisis a some-
what difficult passage, but, far from counte-
nancing the gloomy doctrine of the mate-
rialist, it brings prominently forward the
spiritual nature of man, and states that the
grand distinction between the man and
the beast is this, that while the spirit of
the heast goeth downward to the earth, the
spirit of man goeth upward to heaven.
That this is the mearing of the passage is
evident, from the parallel passage in the
12th chapter of this same book, where, at
the 7th verse, the Preacher saith, “Then
shall the dust return to theearth, as it was;
and the spirit shall return vnto God who
gave it”—It will be universally agreed
that an author best understands his own
meaning; aud consequently, when an ob-
seure or dubious statement occurs in one
place, it ought to be interpreted, according
to the known opinion of the author, as
more clearly developed in some other por-
tion of his writings.

The spirit of this somewhat difficult
passage is faithfully and beautifully ex-
pressed in the following paraphrase quoted
from an anonymous author, in Dr. Clark’s
Commentary:

« Man was born

To die, nor aught exceeds in this respect
The vilest brute. Both transient, frail and vain,
Draw the same breath; alike grow old, decay,
And then expire: both to one grave descend;
There blended lio, to native dust returned.
The nobler part of man, 'tis true, survives
The frail corporeal frame: but who regards
The difference? Those who live like Dbeasts, as

such
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Would dfe, and be'no more, iftheir own fate language, are capable of forming an in-
Dopended on themselves. Who once zefiects, selligent opinion upon the subject.

Amidst his revels, that the human soul . .
()f origjn celestial, mounts a]of{;' ' The ]2'3}[ Vorse of thls Psalm 18 ala{)

Whils that of brutgs to earth shall downward go? | pressed into the service of the materialists,
“ Nevertheless, man being in bhonour
abideth not: he is like the beasts that
{ween this passage and the 46th Pealm, perish’.” The meaning of this is explained
which is urged also by materialists in | in the 20th verse, where the sentiment is
support of their peculiar views. T bave!more fully expressed—¢ Man that is in
seen the 7th and 9th verses quoted with | honor, and understandeth * not, is like the
this view, omitting the parenthesis con- beasts that perish.”  Thet is, the man of
tained in the 8th verse. “ None of thcm' wealih, who cccupies an honorable post-
cin by any means redeem his brother, tion in this world, but understandeth not
nor give to God & ransom for him; thatlthe relation in which he stands to God,
1
!
l

There is a considerable resemblance be-

he should still live for ever, and not sce 'is as stupid as a Lrute beast. This verse
corruption.”” It is difficult to sce how  seems to me vather to prove the immor
this bears on ihe subject of materialism at , tality of man. There 1s a contrast hero
all, and nothing but a most perverse in- | implied, though not expressed, between the
genuity can press it into the service. I!end of man and the end of the beast.—
would observe that the Psalmist is here | The beast perishes, man does not; and
speaking of those worldly-minded men'theufme more ought to be expected, in
who trust in their wealth; and his object | point of intelligence and religious feeling,
is to show the utler inability of wealth to | on the part of the man than of the beast.
ward off that death which such men | And yet it is not so, in regard to these rich
niost dread. Noue of them can, by their | worldly-minded men, who trust in their
riches, redeem a brother from the grave,  riches rather than in their God; and in
nor give to God a ransom for him, that ' this respect, are no beiter than the beasts
he should not die and see corruption; butl that perish.

that be should live for ever. The paren-; There is a passage in the 146th Psalm,
thesis in the 8th verse,—¢ For the re-|on which the materialists lay great stress,
demption of their soul is precious, and ! and which they think is decisive of the
it ceases for ever,” is not very easily un- | question in their favor. At the 4th verse,
derstoud. The celebrated German critic | it is said—* His breath goeth forth, he
Hengstenberg translates it thus— And | returneth to his earth;in that very day his
precious is the ransom of their souls, and { thoughts perish.” It has been alleged
he must put it off for ever” Granting that, if the soul is the living, thinking
that this has no reference to theredemption , part of man, the statement here made that
of the suul, propeily so called, which I do | the day a man dies bis thoughts perish,
not think it has, but that the word soul | proves that, at that time, the soul or
here means simply a breathing frame, and | thinking principle perishes with the body.
that the expression refers simply to the! This is very puerile and shallow criticism,
impossibility of money purchasing a re-| for thoughts arve just as much distinet
prieve from death, wlat has this. to do , things from the thinking being, as words
with the doctrine of waterialism? Ob- are from the man that utters them, or
viously nothing at all, in the estimation | strokes from the hand that inflicts them.
of men who, from their koowledge of { And surely a man’s thoughis, or purposes,
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or intentions, may perish, while the man;
who forms thern does not.

This is a sufficient answer, so far as the
present controveisy is concerned. Bui
the word thoughts does not here convey
the true meaning of the original. The
Hebrew word thus rendered, here properly
means splendors, or glories. You will
observe that the psalmist is exhorting men
not to put their trust in princes, who can-
not save themselves from death. And
here he tells us that their splendors perish,
the day their breath departs from them.
They are then reduced to an equality with
other men, and hence the folly of trusting
in them.

To be continued.

Q>

A THOUGHT FOR BUSINESS MEN.

Business may thrive or languish, success
ot disappointment may attend your plans,
wealth or poverty thay bestanding at your
doors—it is all one as t> your future des-
tiny. Every hour is bearing you on
towards the judgment-seat of Christ;every
transaction in which you engage, every
calamity that sweeps over you, every aus-
picious venture that helps to fill your cof-
fers, is helping to mould your character
for endless blessedness or eternal woe.
Whether you are oppressed by the leaden

stagnation of trade, or elated by the ensigns
of & luxuriant prosperity, thero is one in-
terest that never droups, one mighty Traf-
ficker whose work never intermits. Invisible
to mortal eyes, He is gliding about among
yeu, alike active and unsparing in your
seavons of depression, and in the palmiest
days of your commercial triumph. While
He keeps at a distance, you heed Him not:
He may mow down His victims by thou-
sands without disturbing your composure.
But sometimes He crosses your path so
near you—He strikes down a partner, a
neighbour, a friend, so dear to yous heart,
or so clogely affiliated with you in business,
that you are startled : you feel like one who
sees the ground torn up at his feet by a
thunderbolt.  For the time, you feel that

life’'s misnamed realities are airy nothings.

-
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You are ready to exclaim, with the great
British statesman, “ What shadows we are|
What shadows we pursye!” But how
transient, too often, are these impressions!
You miss that familiar form in your walks,
but the crowd closes in, and, after a fow
days, fills up the void produced by his
removal; and though %e may uct be at
once forgotten, the solemn and tender re-
flections awakened by his death, ave soon
merged in the absorbing secularities of your
profession.—Is this to act as becomes your
rational nature? Can you appeal, in its
vindication, to these maxims of prudenge
which govern you in your business arrange-
ments. While you are contriving how
you may increass your property, you may
be summoned to that world where all the
gold that was ever mined could not pur-
chase a drop of water to cool your par(ﬁle'd
tongues. ~ While you are hanging with
suspense upon the mails and the telegraph, -
for intelligence which is to consummate’or
blast your earthly hopes, the voice of God
may fall upon your ear. “This night thy
soul shall be required of thee!”—I speak
as to wise men. You need a portion
which is satis{ying and inalienable; which
neither Jife with its temptations, nor dedth
with its disruption of all mortal ties, can
take from you. Such a portion is to-be
found only in the Gospel of Christ.

“This is the field where hidden lies
The pearl of price unknown:
That merchant is divinely wise,

‘Who makes tho pearl his own.”

To secure it, is to have God for your
Father, Christ for your Saviour, and heaven
for your heritage. To neglect it, is to
peril your everlasting felicity on the
uncertainties of every fleeting hour.  Yield
while you may, to the strivings of the
Spirit, and accept the proffered mercy:
for “the redemption of the soul is precious,
and it ceaseth for ever!”— The Bible and
the Counting House, by Dr. Boardman.

It makes a difference to God how we
act. His happiness is affected by the con-
duct of His children; for His heart is the
beart of a father. If, when my child sins,
a pang goes through my own soul, and %
fly to*rescue him from further iniquity, it i
because God struck into my breast a little
spark of what in Him is infinite.~—Beecher:
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Little sins are really sinful as larger.—
"They are foxes, and they spoil the vines.
One flaw ruins us in the eye of God. We
recognise and act upon this in other
things; sad and strange thst we should
fail to do so in higher. “Who does not
see that the tiniest flaw or fracture in a
dinmond vitiates the whole gem, beit avery
‘Koh-i-noor—that the smallest streak or
stain sets aside the marble block of Carrara,
that is like the driven snow—that the
slightest spot or speck dims to rejection
the whole polished lens—that the most
insignificant leak is periloue? In these
cages it will not arrest the verdict to allege
the fault is so very small. Actual trans-
actions establish this.

Ounce a famous ruby was offered to this
country. The report of the crown jeweller
was, that it was the finest that he had
ever seen or heaat of, dwt that one of its
facts—one of the “little” cuttings of the
face—was slightly fractured. The result
was, that almost invisible flaw reduced its
valuo by thousands of pounds, and it was
rejected from the regalia of England.

Again, When Canova was about to
commence his greal statue of the great
Napoleon, his keenly-observant eye detected
a tiny red lme runaning through the upper

portion of the splendid block, that at infin- i
| lect of the lesser maketl way but for the

ite cost had been fetched from Paros, and
he refused to Jay a chisel on it.

Once more. In the story of the early
struggles of the elder Herschell, while he
was working out the problem of gigantic
specula or teleseope lenses, you will find
that he made scores upon scores, ere he
got one to satisfy him. A scratch like the
slenderest spider-line sufliced to vitiate
what had cost him long weeks of toil and
anxiety. Again.  In the «leak” of a
ship, the measure of the ship to resist the
shock of wave or the strain of the “wind
is not its strongest but its weakest part.

The tremendous issues contingent on
the attention or non attention to the slight-
ast “leak,” was illustrated in a recent inci-
dent in the present deplorable civil war
in America. One of the Federal war
ships had what seemed a merely supeifi-
cial “leakage,” and, though noticed, it
wes not thought necessary to countermand
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the order that she should take part in an
approaching conflict. .A¢ the crisis of the
encounter it was found that the sea water
had got oozing iuto the gunpowder maga-
zine, and rendered nearly the whole useless,
On that powder hung victory or defeat.—
The ¢ little leak” went uncared for, and an
inferior force won.

I would have you see and koow as-
suredly that nothing in or about sin can
be—except in the relation of words—« lit-
tle;” that sin is and ever must he sin, and
sin ounly, and sin absolutely, and sin eter-
nally.  The smallest neglected spark of

fire has flashed out into a conflagration;

the smallest neglected leak has sunk the
proudest ship; the smallest neglected sick-
ness bas « brought down” to the grave;
and the smallest cousciously neglected,
unconfessed, and therefore unpardoned
sin will loose you, O man! O woman! thy
soul! Only when our sin has been car-
ried to the Lord, in penitent confession been
placed beneatl: the «sprinkling blood,” is
there deliverance.

Spencer, in his # Things New and Old,”
furnishes us with a quaint but pat citation
from Ludovicus de Granada:—By the
want of oune nail the iron shoe is lost; and
the shoe being lost, the horse falleth; and
the horse falling the rider perisheth.—

Such are the dangers that he incurreth
that neglecteth ¢small things,” The neg-

greater evil; and he that setteth lightby
‘small things,’ falleth by *Jittleand little,””

Also another, even more apposite, from
! Philippus Boskierus, « A little rope suffi-
[ ceth to hang a great thief; a little dross
| abaseth much gold ; a little poison infecteth
much wholesome liquor; a little heresie
corrupteth much sound doctrine; a little
fly is enough to spoil all the alabaster box
of ointment. So the smallest sin, the least
peccadillo, witnour Gop’s MERcy, is suffi-
cient to damn our souls to all eternity.”—
AMr. Grosart on ¢ Liltle Sins.”

Take from the Bible the Godship of
Christ, and to me it would be but a heap
of dust. I would as soon have all Egypt
raked into a heap, wherein not a stone of
its cities, nor & trace of its inhabitants tould
be found, as that book, if its Christ be not
God.— Beecher. )
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1. It must be owned that no question
has ever besn moved of greater conse-
quence to our peace and comfort than this,
how shall a professor come to a true satis-
JSaction about kis state towards God. Or
how shall he be ascertained as to his inte-
rest in the blessings of the covenant and
the eternal safety of his precious soul.

We know that we must all appear befoje
the judgment-seat of Christ. Az soon as
the King of terrors has given the wmortal
stroke, our souls must launch out into an
unknown eternity, and must be landed in
a state of everlasting happiness or misery.
Yes, our own consciences Sometimes place
us beforehand in the presence of God the
judge of all. And a time will speedily
co-ue when we shall approach to the very
borders of eternity.  1f conscience be now
awake, the question presses upon the mind
with the greatest importunity, “ How can
I be satisfied as to the concerns of my
immortal soul.” If Christians in general
were but thus brought solemnly to realize
these important matters, they would pre-
sently apprehend in their very hearts that
pothing less than a foundation entirely
safe, and a hope absolutely sure, would
serve their purpose. .

2. But where is ibat to be found which
is sufficient to support the soul and con-
science in the agouies of death, and the
prospect of un eternal state? Where is
that which will give. satisfying relief to the
consclence, and a clear confidence before
God? I know you will immediately say,
in Jesus Christ alone. But do not your
thoughts still leave room for-such questions
as these, “ how shall I come at Christ, or
how shall I be assured of my interest in
him? What shall or what must I do to
obtain it, or what must I experience or
practise in aqrder to gain satisfaction.”
Here come iu abundance of perplexing
queries, and a score of important difficulties
not easy to be solved. So that you are
almost as much at a loss about your ever-
lasting state, as if you had heard nothing
of Christ and his work for sinners. This
important question then still returns un-
answered. _

To solve it to our satisfaction,

!

we set )
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about examining our own.hearls and ways,
our past conduct or past experience, in
hopes of finding something there which
may be the means of allaying our pains
-and easing our consciences. We look with
eagerness and solicitude into every corner
of .our hearts to see whether in the midst
of all the dad we find there, we cannot find
something good wrought in us, or some-
thing truly gracious in our experiences,
that should be & proper satisfying proof of
our especial interest.* All which paius.
are taken chieﬁy with the view of obtain-
ing case to our minds and couscieuces.
Upon inquiry we perbaps discern some
probable evidences in our favour, or think
we have felt some distinguishing experi-
ences; and thus we obtain ease and relief.
But what if it should appear after all that
these evidences are attended with uncer-
tainty, or that there is some reasun to,
suspect that they may be delusive. How
then can the mind be eased or the con-
science pacified upon tkis plan?

Aud let us here seriously seflect that
while we are thus anxiously employed to -
get rest fo our souls, we are under a strong
bias to think the best, and make the best
of what we find'and feel. How then can
we know but that, under the influcuce of
such a propensity, we may actually put &
cheat upon ourselves, through a fond de~
sire to apprehend that our state is at bottom
safe and good. And what if our deceitful
hearts should operate ju this case to bring
us into a delusion? Where are we then 2

I know that these thoughts at first view
seem to take away all use for marks and
signs. But they do not, as we shall soon
see. However that may be, no ene, I
think, can deny or evade the foree of these
observations, how searching or discourag-
ing soever they may seem to be, But

j there are some further thoughts equally

alarming which must not be omitted.
Have not many made a shining profession,
and in their own and others’ apprehension
been favoured with the most distinguishing
experiences, who yet have turned out
hypocrites and apostates! Have not many
talked high things about the witness, seal,
and earnest of the Spirit as enjoyed by
o 87 H ! .
the as;rxh‘?).g?a%tfgsggg)oi% g{?&ﬁmﬁoﬁéﬁ:} f"'x?ighlfa'i‘!ﬁ:; '

must rest on God’s Word. with . if they
would have sonsiblo nssumnc‘,vé.”—g‘.lfi ff“&s:i“éf.
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themselves, and yet bave been, in the event )

THE GO0OD NEWS.

But perhaps your anxious wminds will

found liars? Again are there not cOun?"here object, « How can I'be satisfied with-

terfoit graces, comforts, and experiences
Odn these things be denied? {.)Tpon this
lan for obtaining peace, we must there-
tore distinguish, divide, and rubdivide very '
uicely, before we can be supposed to arr,i've‘
at any degree of certainty, by distinguish-
iny what 18 genuina fromn what is counter- |
foit, and after all, most probably, the!
matter must remain in doubtful, sad sus '
pension. How then can we have any solid
peace? Again, perhaps we are in such
circumstances as to the distress of our
souls, or as to approaching death, that a
speedy answer mus! be given, or the soul
sinks under its load, anl runs almost into!
desperation. Many inexpressibiz strugglea'
are produced in the soul, perhaps when
there is neither time nor capacity to ex-
amine the matter sufficiently. And yet, in |
the midst of these unhappy circumstances,
if & person discerns the iufinite importance
of his soul’s affairs, he sees thai nothing
short of a cortainty upon which he may
immediately rest,will afford him satisfaction.
‘8. But does the Divine word leave us in
such a perplexily as this? If it daes,
where is our hope, our rest, our confidence?!
Must not Christianity be, upon this plan,
avery uncomfortable thing—a very uncer-
tain scheme for hope and peace toward
God? And does it not in this way actually !
leave us, yen, and oblige us, to take the |
chief part of our hope and comfort directly '
from what we may be supposed to have
folt or done? But, behold! in the midst'
of all these inextricable perplexities, the'
Gospel' proclaims the Lord Jesus Christ'
and his salvation, open and free for the!
sure relief and hop~ of the distressed and !
uilty soul. If this Le discerned in its|
eauty and importance, how necessary,‘
how valuable, encouraging, and altracting
must the hope of the Gospel appear! Now
while everything else proves uncertain, this'
is cortain; when every other refuge and!

support fails, this appears sufficienty firm |
and free: it is found a safe retieat, a sure |
foundation, a sufficient stay, detached from !
every other thought and consideration.® i

¢ In Brook's Cabinet of Jetwels, there is mention
mado of a dying sant who testfied that the_ poace |
ao had enjoyed through life ** did not sv much ariso

rom o groater moasuro of gracethun other Chris- |
tians had, vt from an 1minedate witaessing of the

“heart-sinking conclusion, that

| gia—and therefore from mine.

it

‘seattered my fears, and gave the most

Spirit; but bscause he had'a more clear understand-
ing (_)f’ tho covenant of grace than -others, having
studied and proached it 8o many yoars.” "And,in
Fragor's Life, we have this tostimony, * that which

did me most 3ood was, & more full discovory of the.

covenant of grace, moditations on the gospel on
Christ's gentlu nature.”—JSelect Btoaraf;htea, vol. 2,
3- 217. *“About cighteen yoars ago, I foll into &

oop and droadful oEpmssmn of spirits, tho very
remembranoe of which 18 ready to make me shudder
evon to this day. Thero was gome grest disorder of
body, but my mind was_still more disordered, and
folt the woight of all. Everything of & distrossing
and torrifying nature, as to my spirituel concorns
espocially, secmed to be prosent with me. I
myself the most miserable boing on this side of hell,
T often wondored to sec people affiict thomselves
about the common ¢alamities of hifo; they sppeared
mero triflos, infirmities that might be easily borney
but mine was a wounded spirit, torn with tho clenrs
est apprehensivns of the mali uno{ of sin, and the
displeasure of an Almighty God. I not only could
not see any interest I had in his pardoning moroy,
but feared I was given up by him to the tyranny ¢
my corruptions, so that I should certainly fall int>
somo gross and scandalous sin, as a just judgment
upon me, snd so bo left to perish with the most
agegravated guilt, a monument of the Divinoe resent-
ment «gainst false protenders to religion. I often
wished to die, even though I dreaded the conse.
quonces. I sought the Lord by prayer and otHer
means of grace day and night, but he still hid his
face from me: now ans! then o ghmﬁse of hope would
break in upon mo, but it was of short continuanca.
The Bible seomed as 2 sealed book,in which I could
noet with no comfort, though often much'to aggra~
vate my distress ug&f increase my_ terrors. I en-
deavoyred to examine myself, and search for the
evidences of renewing grace in my beart, but all in
vaun; the mure I searched, the more dark, and cons
founded, and distressed I grew. I continued to

reach indeed to others, but vory often with this
. ¥ myaelf was a cast-
away. Sometimes, even in the midst of my work,
the meclancholy darkness would rush in upon my
soul, 50 that I was ready to sink down in the pulpit.
Though for the mest part I was tolerable during the
exeorcise. yol I generally went to the pulpit and ro-
turned from it with trembling heart and_kiees.
Many passages in the book of Job, and tho Psalms,
particularly the 88th Psaim, I felt, as I-road thow,
with peculiarsensations. ThusIcontinued formore
than twelve wnonths, enjoying scarcely-two comfort-
able days together. . .

¢ At length I came to this resolution, namely, to
gve up the puint of proving myself s child of God al+
ready (which was what I had bean labouring at ail
along). 2s a necessary modinm of my comfort, and
grant that I was a vilg, sinful, and overy way un-
worthy creature, admit the wﬁolq charge brought
agamst me, and seek my remedy in Chrnst. For I
argued, There was forgiveness with God for the chig
of sinners. The blood of Christ could cleanie from a
g He camp to call not
the rightcous, but sinncrs o repentance—¢inners vwith-
out distimotion of degreos, sinners as such, and be-
oause they woro such. Itwas said, that whoseever
would, might come and take of the water of life freely.
and that he would 1n no wise cast them.out. Henco 1
was led to observe, that, if I could not go to him as
a samt I might go to him 8s a sinner. Y reso}ved,
crefore, to lay aside my inqniries after the evidenco
of my intorest in him as one of his renewed people,
and to look entirely to him, from whom all renewing
ﬁmcc. and the evidences of it, must come—to look to

im a8 & guilty. polluted, perishing creature, that

had no hope, no succour, but in the. pure mercy of

God through him. And thus I wagled to suchviews

of the all-sufficiency of the great Redeemer and his

willingness to save even the worst of sinners, such as

I conoluded myself to be, as silenced all-mg goubts
)

‘peace and juy to my eonscience, Inow learntindesd

ghtfol:

thought *
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outan assurance of my vwn special interest
fn Christ, which this general declaration
of the Gospel cannot afford me, because it
Lears an equal aspect to all sinners as
guch{” But I would ask again, What
kivd of assurance lo you want? Do you
want to be so fully certified of your ever-
lasting welfare as to be sct at rest from all
surt of fear-—an assurance that shall deter-
mine your state, whether you love and
obey Christ or not?!
able to say, My mountain stands strong,
and I shall never be moved? Do you
went such assurance as shall allow you to
think yourself safe, in any other way, than
that of a constant, immedia‘e, absolute
dependence upon God in Churist for all you
want and expect, and so trusting, loving,
and obeying him accordingly? If so, get
this assurance of interest and safety where
you can: the Word of ‘God doss not give
it you, because it does not as ert directly
concerning any individual now living, that
he shall certaisdy be saved; ueither can
you obtain it by any positive certainty
arising from duties or experiences, since
the heart is always deceitful. But see
here in the Gospel such a certainty afforded,
as brings the soulinto a state of immediate
dependence upon God, and cleaving to

what I thought I had (apnd perhaps reaily had)
learned before, namely, to live by faith alone upon the
Son. of God—to make his sacrifice and rightenusness
my constant rqfu%c, and draw all_my consolations
thence. I found I had unawares laid too great a
stress upon evidences of grace, and looked too much
to them: for my comfort, and too little to Christ. I
plainl¥ saw, that with al} the brightest evidences of
grace about me, I wasstill a sinner and must app
tomy Saviour as such, inordor to give life and vigour
to my consolations and hopes: and that the spiritual
hfe in me raust.he per%(:tually‘supphed from the
samo fountain whence-I'had derived what.I bad al-
ready experienced. I found that the seasons, of
darkness were not the proper seasons Zor_scoking:
afterevidences; but that the immediate and leading
duty was, trusting in the Name of the Lord. 1 saw
mors clearly than ever, that in the great business of
acceptance with God, T could bring no righteousness
of my own that would avail; but that, as a creature
utterly undone myself. I must look to him twho takes
away the sin of the world. That God never rejected
any that seriously and in earnest applied to him,
because they were more guilty and wnworthy than
others, or accopted others because they wera less so;
sndyin a word, that as the best must, o the worst
may, come to him, through o penitent faith in the
precious blood and righteousness of his Son, with
equal assurance of a gracious welcome. And from
that time to this (I bless God for his great mercy) I
havu never had any loag-continued doubt of my in-
torest'in his. saving love. Whenever darkness and
distreas assault me, [ am cnabled to look to him who
e the iight and congclation of Israel:and to romem-

rthat his grace is as frec to mo as another, and

that'lie is &3 willing as ableto save to the uttermost all‘

- come unto God by Him.’—Letter from an old

D) you want to be
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Him alone, assuring us, that in.resting o
Him we are safe, and nowhere: elze: that,
while we in our hearts: esteem God in
Christ as our ewn only hope. and portion,
our everlasting ioterests are secure, aot.
merey; in the purpose of God, according
to the everlasting covenant, but likewise
according to the open promise of the gos-
pel. Yea,we are assured, that in knowing:
and obeying the gospel, the Spirit wit-
nesses with our spirit, that we may enjoy
everlasiing consolation, and good hope
through grace.

4. The Seriptures most comfortably de-
clare the gospel to be of such a nature
that whosoever belicves it skall be saved;
while they aver, with equal solemnity, that
ke who believeth not shall be damned, So
that our greatest concern lies here: lest our
faith should not bs the faith of God's elect;
lest our shope should " uot be the hope of
the gospel; and lest our obedience should
not be the obedience of fuith. Whether
our faith, hope, aud obedieace be of the
rigirt kind, can only be known by its being
produced, supported, or influeuced by the
gospel. TLet us then look a little closely:
into thin matter. Every person, except
one that is in despair, has some hope; and
that hope of his is supported by some
thoughts or sentiments in his mind and
heart. Now, I say, that if the sentiment
which gives a person his peace of com-
science be anything opposite to, or-separate
from, the gospel, as proclaiming a free and
perfuct Saviour, he does not believe it ; but

Iy | he has, or desires to have a satisfaction

which the gospel does not admiaister,
Perhaps it is an enthusiastic satisfaction,
tormed upon a persuasion or appiopriation
wrought by some spirit, which spesks to
him more than, or aside from, what the
gospel, properly understood, will consent.
Or perhaps bis satisfaction is antinomian;
such as affords him reason to fear sin less
thaa otherwise he might see a v .cessity
for, if he had not this hope. Whereas we
must always take it for granted, if we can
dare to sin, or can dare to neglect our
duty, under an apprehension of the safety
of our state, however obtained, or however
proved, that we do not now understand-the
true grace of God; for that makes all who-
understand it to know and feel;, that it

teaches them' to deny all ungodliness and
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worldly lusts, &c. The satisfaction which
the gospel affords is such, that a person
cannot indulge sin without losing that

THE GOOD NEWS.

only about the thing believed. *So that a
person comes to know that he sees or be-
lieves, not by reflection upon, or examination

satisfaction; because in so doing his heart | into anything in himself, but by finding
says that not Christ, but self and senseare ' or experiencing that what he sees or be-
his hope and portion. Or perhaps a per- | lieves aftects his mind. Thus there is pro-
son’s pesce may be Pharisaical or self- | duced a sort of experimental union between
righteous in someshape or other, supported | him that sees and believes, and what is
by some species of self-confidence, saying | scen or believed by him; so that he is
in his heart, “I cannot be contented with ! affected with pleasure or pain, according
a saviour freely and openly proclaimed; I to the light in which the thing appears
do not like to be set upon a lavel with the ' that is seen, heard, or believed. Now, let
vilest of sinners, and to receive my hope bus apply this plain thought to the ‘report
and comfort upon the same plan with such ! of the gospel.
—1I will not stand upon the same footing' 6. The doctrine of free grace in Jesus
with them.” Or else be will say, “1 have, ! Christ to sinuers, as such, proclaimed in
or 1 must have something distinguishing ! the word, is iv itself most joyful, comfort-
in me, some mark or sign, or I will not, I Fable, encouraging, and soul-pacifying news;
dare not, believe and rest upon Christ.” | therefore we cannot know that we believe
But after all, you may say, “ How can ;it, but by feeling, or becoming conscious
1 be satisfied, unless 1 am conscious, that I | that we are comforted, encouraged, or
believe #ruly and savingly, since the Scrip-! pacified thereby. Accordingly, the first
tures say, He that believeth not shall be Veffect of this belief must be peace of con-
damned? Must 1 not, then, by examina- ‘ science before God through® the biood of
tion and proof, have it appear to my con-  Christ, and some sense of the Divine favour
science that I am a true Leliever, before 1 i through the righteousness of Christ, pro-
can have any well-grounded satisfaction#” | claiined as free in the gospel. This must
This I find to be the grand objection ''be, more or less, the Decessary conse-
frequently made and urged against the’® quences, unless there remain in the mind
present view of the gospel; and since it | some ignorance, doubt, or mistake, abont

10ay be considered as a case of conscience,
by which many are perplexed in tbeiri
souls, as well as a sentimental objection |

whereby many may be stumbled, I shall',

the gospel itself; or unless the mind bs
drawn off 10 something else distinct from
it, or opposite to it, whereby the efficacy
of the truth proclaimed ay be enervated

therefore take the more particular notice ' or undermined. When this appears to be
of it in the following observatious. the case, nothing can be more suited, to
5. 1f we attend, then, to common sense ; remove any impediment in the way of its
and constant experience #s to the uature,!efﬁcacy, than the declaring, explaining,
manner, and proof of believing or seeing, © proving, or vindicating the truth, with its
wo shall fiud that these things are of such 'importance. If this method be rendered
a nature that they entirely resolve them- ' eflectual by the Spirit of God, who alone
selves into their objects, so far as experience ' zan do it, then the mistake is rectified, the
is concerned therein. A persou is no far- | mind enlightened, and the doubt solved;
ther couscious thut he sees an object, than ' wherenpon the person is encouraged and
as the obj: seen does some way affect | comforted by the blessed word, on which
him; neither is a person properly conscious ! he is caused to hope.®
that he deligves & proposition of importance.  * “What qualification can a guilty, polluted, im-
any further than what he believes impresces ! 2algnt eaturobrng ol Suviour besand o bkt
bhim. When we behold an object, in i Holiness in principle, and the fruits of it in practice,
common cases, our wmiuds are not emplored | His o meecsenry to s s peat of eternallifo;
in thinking about the manmer of our see- | Imses;
or the motion of light, but are ouly ,I Tho proper auswer to cyery wue that says, What shall

lod

- - ? 3 - ~
led to attend to the object secn; and 88 0 | G o La and e el st Beens
believiug, we are not thinking about any i what God has testified concorning his Son, as the

- . . preat projntiation for sin, and yon will find th
exercises of our own miuds therein, but experfoncc of the cﬂesc; of His bhwd,fti:;ptxrz?et %:

r b g the gospel pro-
es 3 because that belief itself is nezessary to our
oliness; for the heurt is said to be jurizied by faith,
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7. Though what the person now sees
and believes, be in itself a general truth,
openly proclaimed, yet the effect produced
in believing it is a pecwliar experience of
spiritual peace, rest and refreshment; so
that while others may be supposed to re-
main strangers to it, or to disbelieve it, or
to be under some mistake about it, he that
believes it, according as it is declared in
the Word, becomes possessed of a distin-
guishing experience, whereby he differs
from what he was before, and from what
many others are.

8. This distinguishing experience is of
such a nature, that it contains or produces,
more or less, an experimental consciousness
of an interest in, and enjoyment, of the
blessings comprehended in the declaration
of free grace.

For when a person sees the Son, and
believeth on Him, as freely exhibited, he
therein and thereby becomes couscious that
what he sees in Christ becomes Aés light;
that Christ in whom he believes becomes
kis hope; that his soul is supported by that
.on which he trusts and leans: and that he
is quickened and attracted by that glorious
gospel which he believes and loves.* This
is the way in which all spiritual blessings
come to be experienced and enjoyed by us.
In this way we may arrive at satisfaction
and support. And it is in vain, and un-
safe {for us, to desire to seek after any other
knowledge of special interest than what
arises out of, and is accompanied with, this
sense and experience of a vital union and
connection between our souls and Christ
in a way of believing. Chuist is brought
80 exceedingly near to us in the gospel of
his grace, that he is no sconer seen and
known, as thus exhibited, but this peace
must arise in the soul more or less; other-
wise, neither Christ, nor the gospel, nor the
Divine grace, as revealed, can be said to
be quite fres.

conseience from doad works, and of his power to save
ug from our qrfntuul blindness and depravity, and
every evil, will follow. It is for want of entering
thoroughly into this distinction, and mistaking the
anatare of faith, and the order and place appointed
for it in tho great affair of salvation, that so many
sincoro Christians live such great strangers to the
£olid and lasting consolations of Christ.”—ZLetter from
an old Afinister.

© % Do you ask me, beloved, what it is that chiofly
strengthens faith? It is having much to do with

esus.’—J, H. FEvans. Again, * How is faith
strengthened? By being much oxercised with tho
‘objeot of faith.”—Do.

To be continued,

128
PRAYING MOTHERS.

A clergyman from Californis related

the following incident, in connection with
his own experience and observation: As he
had a large circle of friends and acquaint-
ances at the Kast, and as it was known
that he was traveling to a great extent
over California, he received many letters
from anxious friends, begging him to-hunt
up a brother or a son, and endeavour to
bring them to Christ. Many an earnest
letter of this kind he had received. Among
the rest was one from a mother, so urgent,
so full of entreaty, that it took a deep hold
upon his heart. The letter told him how
she had agonized and prayed for a son in
California, until she had lost all traces of
him, and begged of him that, on her be-
half, he would endeavour to look up the
lost boy, who she feared was in the broad
road to ruin, and, as he loved souls, do sll
he could to save him.

Then the speaker went -on to say, “I
hunted for that son a whole year. Imade
inquiries for him everywhere. I deter-
mined to find him, if possible. At last 1
found him in a gambling saloon, at.the
| card table, deeply engaged in play. In the
midst of his game I approached. him, and
told him I wished to speak with him. We
descended into the street together. I told
him how long I had been on the hunt for
him, and it was all about the salvation of
his soul. He laughed me to scorn. He
assured me I used my time and money to
| very poor advantage in Jooking for him,
tand as he would take good care of himself,
jhe did not know but thanks for all my
painstaking would be superfluous. He
said much that indicated that he looked
upon my efforts with haughty disdain and
contetpt. But I bhad a commission to
fulfill. So I requested him to go with me
to the temperance room and there sign the
‘erperance pledge; and then I wished him
 to go to the prayer-meeting with me. He

flatly refused to do either. Stepping up
i close beside him, I placed my hand upon
i his shoulder and said, ¢ Charlie, I believe
| you bave a pious, praying mother. L am
| here at, the request of that mother, All
1 this long year have I sought you, from

| place.to place, in obedience to a request of
| that mother.

I have the letter in my
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pocketasking 'this of mie; would you like
to see it? The young man was strack
‘dwimb for 8 moment with astonishment,
T .zan my hand into my pocket for the
purpose of showing him the letter. <O,
said he, ¢ don’t show it to me; don’t pro-
duce the letter. I cannot bear to see it.
If .2ny young man owes a debt of gratitude
‘40 &.mother, none more than I T asked
him.again to go with me. He answered,
¢ et me go back and finish my game, and
then I will come and go with you” He
went back and played out his game, and,
good as his word, he came out and went
withme. We first went to the temperance
rooms, arnd he signed the pledge. Then
we went to the prayer-meeting. The man
was s00n in great agony of spirit. !

“Tomake 2 long story short, that young
zan became hopefully converted, and wit-
nessed .2 good confession before many wit-
ngsses. He'was a liberally educated young |
man. He was, in process of time, chosen
to be a judge-of the court of the county in
which he-resided. He was a conscientious
judge. One day he was trying a manwho
was jodicted for gambling and similar
offenses—just such as he had before been
guilty of. The man at the bar was a
desperado, and shot the judge upon thej
bench. He was mortally wounded, and
life was fast ebbing away. He sent im-
mediately for me,” continued the speaker;
« I had just time to reach him and receive
his last words. O, what precious words
they were. ¢Tell my dear mother,’ =aid
the dying young man, ‘that I am dying
in the assured hope of a glorious immor-
tality beyond the grave. Send to hera
thousand thanks that she sent you that
letter, and O, a thousand thanks to you’
that you so faitbfully followed me up, and
huuted that whole year for me. Tell my
darling mother I thank her for that love
which never tired, and for the pravers
which were never owitted for her far-off
son. I am going—going to heaven. I
shall meet her there. O, who can value
a mother's pravers? And who would
complain of the faithfulness of a covenant-
keeping God, if they would give him no
rest, as did this mother—my dear, dear
mother? Farewell’ "—From Five Years
of Prayer and the dAnswers, by Rev. S.
Irenceus Prime, D.D.
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«THE DAY IS AT HANDZ?

They tell me that a day will be,
A dark and-wondrous day,

YWhen earth, with every herb and tres,
Red fire will burn away.

They say the stars from yonder sky
Like withered leaves, will drop,

The sun will shut his golden eye,
And in his journey stop.

They say the silver moon will fell,
Like blossom irom a bough;

And palace-gate and steeple tall,
Will wasted lie, and low.

And there will be loud trumpet sounds

To waken from their sleep
The bones bencath the churchyard mounds,
In tho cold graves and deep.

And Christ onr Liord from heaven will come,
That dark and wondrous day,

To take his happy people home,
And send the bad away

Into o place of fire and pain,
Uf tears and many a cry;

Where years, and years, and years again,
No comfort will be nigh.

What should i do, a feeble child,
If soon that day should rise,

With the red fires and tempests wild
Of judgment in the skies?

O Saviour Christ, Thou wilt descend
A great and mighty King;

And yet Thou art the help and friend
Of many s feeble thing.

0O Lord of angels! Lord of men!
Teach me thy way to seck;
And in thy mercy save me then,

Though I be young and weak.

There is an anger that is damnable; it
is the anger of selfishness. There ¥ an
anger that is majestic &s the frown of
Jekbovah’s brow; it is the anger-of fruth
and love.

1f & man meets with injustice, it is not
required that he shall not be roused to
meet it; but if he is angry after he bas
had time to thiok upon 1t, that is sinful.
The flame is not wrong, but the coals are.
— Beecher,
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THE TEACHING OF CHRIST'S®
MIRACLES.

Had Christ appeared upon earth with
no superhuman power, the world might
have justly asked for proofs of his high
comtmission. When an ambassador goes
from any nation to a foreign court the
first thing he produces are his credentials.
So with Chuist, he did not come to earth
noaccredited.  He both confirmed faith,
und confounded unbeliaf by his wonderful
waorks.  Aud that Christ's miracles were
genuine, there is all the evidence which at
this remote period of time could be-desired.
He who insinuates that they might have
been nothing more than well planned im-
postu res, must be prepared to admit, that
his own perception is keener than that of
the whole Jewish nation of Christ's day,
for no one then denied their reality. The
testimony even of his enemies was, “This
man doeth many miracies” We have as
strong proofs that Christ performed mira-
cles, asmost of us kave of the existence of .
foreign -countries. Weall believe that there
issuch a place as Japan, although we have
uever been there ourselves, nor yet convers-
ed with any oue who hasvisited it. And
upon what grounds do we believe that
there is such snisland? Simply upon the
testimony of others. Why then call in
question the same proof with regard to the
miracles of Jesus? The people of his day
were no doubt as apt at detection as what
we are now, and they believed them to be

genuine.

Some emicent men of our own times
contend that Satan can grant the power
to work miracles, and they point to the
miracles of the Egyptian magicians as an
instance; and they say & miracle only sub-
slantiates ope of too things, that its per-
former is either assisted by God,or by Satan.
Be this as it may, one thing we kuow,
that the miracles attributed to Satan differ

widely from those attributed fo Chirist. If

‘Safan bas performed ény miracles at all,

he has performed no miracles of mercy,

‘what Christ’s all weére, with one solitary

exception—the cursing of the fig tree. A
corrupt fountain . cauhot seud forth pre
water, neither do men gather grapes " of
thistles, nor figs from bramble bushes,
The miracles of Christ then, taken in
connexion with his own assertions, prove
him to be the Son of God with power.
Behold him treading in wajesty the white
crested waves of the Galilean lake, while,
the vessels of the mariner are tossed as play-
things upon itsbosom. He asks for peace,
and sooner than said, the boiling sirges
hide their heads, and the howling winds
fly back to their mountain homes. Say is
not this the very God of the storm. Sea
him, at the marriage at Caua of Galilee,
where the water reddens into wine at his
command : there he stands forth as the
bountiful one, who at vintage time hangs
up the clustering grapes upon the vine,
and in the desert of Bethsaida, where the
five barley cakes swell out mysteriously to
feed the hungry multitudes, does he ngt
show himself to be identical with Him,
who, in his unbounded beneficence, causes
{hb harvest to rise up yearly from grains
beneath the soil. How glorious is his
person! A healing virtue is bound up in
the skirts of his garment. The wonder is
not that there was one Zaccheus, who got
up into the sycamore tree to look at him,
but the wonder is that thers were so few.
For death yiclded up ‘its charge, the grave
sent back its festering dead at his word,
and disease fled at his touch., Multitndés
followed him from city to city, and stra.ge
multitudes these! The cripple from the
womb stood up straight, aud walked by
his side; the duinb sung hosannas to his
name, the deaf listened to his sermons, and
the born blicd gazed with wonder at his
vulume speaking eye. Never man wrought
works likethis man for he only is the. God-
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man, who turned the laws of nature at his |'Root and the offspring of David. He-gazes
will, evenas he turneth the rivers of waters. | yet again, and the look inspires his old age
Lot those who would deny his divinity, | With all the poetry of youth. For, stauding
study his acts afresh, and if they cannot |"PoR the verge of the grave, he sings * Lord,
discover in them the mer ¢y and the might now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,

. . ) . according to thy word; for mine eyes have
of 5 Gt;)fd'"m :].b e(;:a;se t!:}eu}'lundf'e} :;t:mdlp &S | seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared
are wilfully blinded, aud they will not see, | yofore ‘the face of all people; a light to

X. Y. Z lighten the Gentiles,aud the glory of thy peo-
ple Israel.” Having seen the king in the
OLD SIMEON. beauty of childish indocence, Simeon now
wished to shut his eyes for ever upon all
Forty days after Cbrist's resurrection he  earthly objects. Like old Jacob, who said
entered the taberaacle not made with hands, o ' . i s i ive
. » B« 1t is enough. Joseph my son is yet alive,
glorious conqueror, and what a contrast was, gjmeon says, It is enough; Jesus, the Mes-
that entrance with his entry into the typical siah, bas now appeared. I have seen him,
temple on Mount Moriab, forty days after‘aud I am now contented to die” This good

hisbirth. Then be was a poor helpless babe. | (15 an was now prepared to die. He had
The rich weut thither to present their first-{ (oo Christ, and he rejoiced in him as his

born sons, in the courts of the Lord’s hous‘e, | Saviour. And no one is prepared to die,

W}th the redemptiou lamb b]eatiug by their until like this old man he bas seen and em-
sides, but ﬂ’f’ poor carpenter and his wi.[‘e braced the Lamb of God. No onpe is prepared
could (Em]y bring with them the humbler gift { to depart in peace, until by fuith he has seen
—a puir of young pigeous. Mary's heart,how- | that child, which “is set for the fell and rising
ever, ‘brought more than her bunds, for she agaip of many in Israel.” And itis to them
could say, “My soul doth maguify the Lord.” who, like Simeon, are * waiting for the con-
And such a gift at God's altar he will everhon-} o 1 4c 0 ey 19 1ot Te is thus revealed.

our. Andhe diditthen. Thehigh-born Jew- ’ : X Y. Z -

ish matron might look disdainfully upon Mary,

her poor gift and poor son, while she prided THE UNFETTI;RED CALL OF
herself upon her own wealth; but methinks INFINITE LOVE.

she Would be somewhat taken aback mith .
surprise, when the president of the Sanhedrim, By the Rev. Horatius Borar, D.D.

Simeon, son of the illustrious Hillel, entered

. ! ... | “Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ys
the temple, for he passes by her son of h]gu' to the waters” Without delag, or doubt-

blood, and stops, besiqe the fvife of an nrtiz‘an ing, or lingering, Come! You are a wan-
from Nazareth, who is paying down her five  qo%ovin a wasteful desert. Above you,
shekels (which she can ill spare) to redeem  the scorching sun; beneath you, the burn-
her infant from the Levitical service. Heling sand; around, the dreary wilderness.
looks at her son, and as he gazes a voice from | No pleasant verdure, no refreshing palm-
within says to him, as it afterwards said to | tree, no sheltering covert, no shadow of a
John at the bauks of the Jordan, “ Behold I rvent rock in gll this weary Jand! You

the Lamb of God.” Still he scans the littie | bave sought water, and there is noue, and

one in amazement: but that is not enough; he ! your tongue faileth for thirst. Whither

< . .2 7 . ishall you turn? You have gone to the
must haodle him, and now he has him in his | desert-fountains and found them dry, or

armg, and is bestowing upon him the best, gnoq Gith the salt and bitter water which
blessings of his heart, which is throbbing with , only increased your thirst. Oh, turn in
gratitude to God. Old Simeon asks notfora | hither and see this great sight, a fountain
aign; he is conviuced at once. He is fully opesed in the d%ert,—-opened for you.—
persuaded that this is the seed of the woman | Go no longer from one broken cistern to
~ths. Lion of the tribe of Judah—the|anoiher. Draw near this living fountain
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which flows for you. Driuk, yes, drink,
abundantly of this full, this free, this
freshly-flowing fountain! It is truly a
rofreshing fountain from which the weary
spirit drinks and thirsts no more. Itis a
living, life-giving fountain, and whevever
its immortal waters flow, theysend through
the fainting, dying spirit their streamn of
immortality. It is a pure river, clear as
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of |
God and of the Lamb, and he that Jrinks
of it is at once transformed into its own
transparent purity.

Oh, then, poor sinner, for what are you

12%
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committed o few sins less than you. You
say again, were I innocent, I would feel
no hesitation in hastening to the Saviour.
Were you innocent, you would not need'
a Saviour to hasten to, you ¢ould do
without Him. In short, were you really
to have, before coming to Chuist, the

preparation which you are seeking, when
you came to Him you would find Him to
be no Saviourat all for you, for He came
to call not the righteous but sinners to
repentance. ’
The gospel not merely presents itself to
you, but it comes to you. It does not

lingering? Why should you tarry ome ask you lo meet il halfway. It meets
moment? Not for invitation, nor for you all the way. Itis not a voice which
liberly, for there is no exclusion, no un—lspeaks to you from afar, but one which
willingness, yea, all gladness to receive{comesto your very ear and heart. All
you, and the invitation is proclaimed most | that it asks of you is just that you be will-
freely to you, to all. Not for entreaty, for | ing to take freely what is so freely given.
now are you eatreated, asoften before you | Poor burdened sinner, hear this, and be
bave been, to come aund take the water of | of good ¢l I You would fain have the
life freely. Do you wait tili you can bring | gilt, the precious, the immortal gift, which
something along with you to purchase the | is more to you than the wealth of worlds.
offered blessing? I tell you again, it is| Well, here is the gospel, swhich anuounces

without money and without price,—most
absolutely free! ~ Are you waiting till you
are thirsty enough? 1 tell you that you
are thirsty enough already, and that no
one could be otherwise who has lived a
single day in a parched land like this.—
And besides, if you think that your thirst
i to quakify you for receiving Christ, you |
are miserably deluded. It makes you feel |
your need of Him, but thatis all. It can-
not qualify you for receiving Him.—
Nothing in you can do that. Do you
wait till you have wrought some improve-
ment upon yourself? If you tarmy till
you have made yourself bétter, you will
tarry forever, you will never come at all.
Would tlie 'sick mau think of making
himself better before he came to the physi-
cian? You say, had I not been so guilty,
T might. be received; that is to say, you
suppose there is a certain amount of guilt |
which might be forgiven, but every ad-
dition to it casts the balance against you;
and you are to be condemmed, mat so
much because you have not believed on
Christ, but because you have committed
a few sins more than "another, and that
other is forgiven, not so much because he
bas-believed on Christ, as because he has

the gift. It tells youn that that gift is not
more precious than it is free, free in itself,
and free to you; free to you as you are,
not as vou hope to be after some weeks’ or
months’ preparation; free to you this very
moment, all impenitent, all unbelieving,
all ungodly as you are; free to you asa
sinner, not merely altkough you are =
sinner, but just decause you are a sinner!.

“ But my heart, my hard, my impeni-
tent, my unbelieving heart, surely I must
have it softened and subdued a little be-
fore I cau venture to go to Christ.” Auad
who, then, we ask, is to do this for yon?
Can you do it yourself? «No; not my-
self” Can any created being do it for
you? ¢« No: not any created being.”—
Who, then, can doit? “TLord to whom
can I go but to Thee? Trou hast the
words of cternal life.” Tt is plain, then,
that the first, the very first thing you

"have to do, is just to go to that Saviour

who thus invites you, that He may de-
fiver you from all that hardness of heart,
from all that unbelief over which you
mourn. The existence of these within
you is the strongest of all reasons for
going straight to Him without delay, that
all which you lament may be taken away,

»
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I MUST PRAISE MORE.

The title of a recont article wag, “I
must pray morey” and in it I expressed
wounder thet we pray so little, and gave
veasons why we should pray more. But
it strikes me that we ought to preise more,

_ =2a well as pray more. 1 do not know how
it is with others, but I know that I have a
great deal for which to be thankful and to
praise God. I feel that it will not do for
me to speud all my breath in prayer. I
should thus, it is true, acknowledge my
dependence on God; but where would be
the acknowledgment of his benefits con-
ferred upon me? T must spend a part of
my breath in praise. O, to be animated
from above with that life whose alternate
breath is prayer and praise. God has been
very good to me. Yes, he has exercised
goodness towards me in all its various
forms of pity, forbearance, care, bounty,
grace, and mercy; or to express all in one
word, * God s love,” and he has been love
to me. Ido not know why he should
have treated me so kindly. T have sought,
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very bad policy to praise no more than
Christians ip general do. They ‘Weiild
have much more success in prayer, ifong
half the time they now spend in it were
spent in praise. I do not mean thdt they
pray too -much, but that they praise too
hittle.  Isuspect the reason why‘the Lord
did such great things for the psalmist was,
that while he was not by any means defi-
cient in prayer, he abounded in praiz,
The Lord beard his psalms,; and while he
sung of mercy shown, showed him mote,
And it would be just so with us, if'we
abounded morein praise and thanksgiving,
It displeases God that we should be always
dwelling on our wants, as if he had never
supplied one of them. How do-we know
that God is not waiting for us to piaiss
him for a benefit he has already conferred,
before he will confer on us that -other
which we may be now so earnestly desiring
of him? It is wonderful how much :more
prome weara to forget the benefit received,
than the benefit wanted; in other words,
how much more inclined we are to offer
prayer than praise. For one who offers

but can find no reason out of himself. I|genuine praise, there yay be found fen

conclude it is because he “delighteth in
mercy.” His nature being love, it is natural
for him to love his creatures, and especially
those whom he has called his children. O,
the goodness of God. The thought of it
sometimes comes over me with very great
power, and T am overwhelmed in admira-
tion, Nothing so easily breaks up the
fountain of tears within me. Those drops,
if I mmay judge from my own experience,
were intended as much to express gratitude
as grief. T think T shall be able, without
weariness, to spend eternity on the topic of
divine love and goodness.

Reader, can you not adopt my language
a3 your own? Has not God been the
game to you? And shall we not praise
him? Shall all our devotion cousist in
prayer? Shall we be always thinking of
our wants, and never of his benefits—al-
ways dwelling on what remains to be done,
snd never thinking of what has already
beeu done for us—always uttering desire,
and never expressing gratitude—expending
all .our voice in supplication, and none of
it in song? Is this the way to treat 2
benefactor? No, indeed. It is mot just
g0 to treat him; neither is it wese, Itis

L 3

that pray. Ten lepers lifted up- their
voices together in the prayer, « Jesus, Mas-
ter, have mercy on us;” but only one of
the ten “returned to give glory to God”
The rest were satisfied with. thé benefit—.
this one only thought gratefuily of the be-
nefactor. His gratitude obtained for him,
I doubt not, a greater blessiug than ever
his prayer had procured; and praise has
often, I believe, in the -experiencs of the
people of God, been found more effectual
for obtaining blessings than prayer A
person being once cast upon a desolateisland,
spent & day in fasting and prayer for his
deliverance, but no help came. It occurred
to him then to keep a day of thanks
giving and praise, and he had no sooner
done it than relief was- brought to him.
You see, as soon as he began to sing of
mercy exorcised, the exercise of mercy was
reneved to him. The Lord heard ths
voice of kis prasse.

Christian reader, you -complain perhaps
that your prayer iz not heard ; suppose youn
try the efficacy of praise. Peradventure
you will find that the way to obtsin new
{avors, is to praize the Lord for favoum
received.  Perhaps, if you corsider his
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goodnes, tie will-cotisider your wants. Tt
‘may be you are a parent, and one child is

eouverted § but thore is another, concerning’

. whom you say, “O that ke might live
‘befors thes.” (o now and bless the Lord
for the conversion of the firat, and it is
very likely he will give thee occasion shortly
to keep another day of thanksgiviag for
the salvation of the other. Some of us
are sick. Perhaps it is because we did not
praise the Lord for health. We forget
that benefit.  'We do not forget our sick-
ness. O no. Nor is there any lack of
desire in us to get well. We pray for re-
-covery. And so we should; but it strikes
me that we might get well sooner, were
we to dwell with less grief and despon-
dency on our loss of health, and to con-
template with cheerful and grateful admi-
tation what God has done for our soufs;
the great love wherewith he loved us, even
when we were dead in sins: and how he
spared ‘not his own Son, that he might
spare us; and gives us now his Spirit, to
bain us the earnest of heaven, our eternal
home. If we were to think such thoughts,

to the forgetfulness of our bodily ailments, |

I judge it ‘would be better for the whole
‘man, body and soul both, than any other
course we can pursue. If the affliction
should still continue, we should count it
light, aye, should -rejoice in it, because it
is his will, aad because Lie says he means
to make it ‘work our good.
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he will mever lét thee Want matter for
praise.  “While I live will T praise the
Lord: Twill sing praises unto my God
‘while I have any being.”— Nevins.

«HE SHALL NOT LOSE BY IT.”

So said Mrs. B.,in our presence the othér
day, in reference to anact of kindness shown
her by a shop-keeper. She was in need
of a very small quantity of a certain article,
which, from special circumstances, was of
much consequence to her, but must have
seemed & trifle to the shopman. She was
not a regular customer of his, and be did
not even know her name. Yet he left his
place of business, and went in person to &
wholesale house at some distance, and
succeeded, after much trouble, in providing
the desideratum. His obliging disposition
in the circumstances was considered Te-
markable, and in return Mrs. B. resolved
that he should “not lose ” by his kindness.
She will putchasemore largely than hereto-
fore, and will recommend him to her friends,
The shopuian will find inthe end that his
trouble abeut a trifle was a good operation as
a business transaction. It is possible that,
as ‘afar-seeing man, he may have had an
eye to the future at the time; if so, bis
sagacity will not have been in vain,

‘The above is agood jllustration of the
, principle that kindness brings its own re-
{ ward. Not a few seem to act upon- the

There is nothing glorifies God like praise. | idea that a friendly and obliging disposition
“Whoso -offeréth praise, glorifieth me.” is altogether unnecessary in business opera-

Psa.l. 23.. Prayer expresses dependence
and desire; ‘but praisc, admiration and
gratitude. By it, men testify and tell all
abroad that God is good, and thus others
are persuaded to « taste and see that the
Lord is good.” Praise is- altogether the
superior exercise of the two. Praver may
be purely selfish in its origin, but praise is
ingenuous. Praise is the employment of
heaven. Angels praise. The spirits of the
just made perfect praise. We shall not
always pray, but we shall ever praise.
Let usanticipate theemployment of heaven.
Latus-exercise ourselves unto praise. Let
us learn:thesong now, O that men would
prage the Lord for bis goodness.” But
above all, “letthe saintsbe joyfulin glory:
let them eing &lond upon their beds.” ~I
<chargs thes, my soul, to praise him, and

tions,—thal whatever is done out of the
ordinary routine through mere kindress,
is so much dead loss. This is a great
mistake. The mass of penple are won by
even the smiallest indications of a spirit of
accommodation. A trifling favour wins
 the gratitude and confidence, and makes a
ilasting impression.  As a mere matter of
self-interest, therefore, a gererous and oblig-
ing policv commends itself to ail business
men as the best. Then, bow much mocre
pleasure is afforded to all parties. The
shopman who took the trouble to oblize a
iransient customer in a small matter, was
none the worse off in feelings, any more
than he was in purse. He doubtless felt
all ‘the better, becauss he was doing what
'he knew would give pleasure. His success
was rewarded at the time by & cheerfn}
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emile and bearty thanks. It was a ray of
sunshine in two hearts. How much even
the petty details of ordsnary traffic would
be transformed from mere hard toil to the
means of cultivating the kindlier feelings,
did this spirit generally prevail!l How
wise and benevolent that word of our bles-
sed Lord, if carried into all the concerns of
life, “ As ye would that men should do to
you, do ye also to them likewise.” No one,
n any sense, * would lose by it."—Presby-
terian.

i —woe

BLESSED ARE THE DEAD THAT
DIE IN THE LORD.

4 Blessed are the dead.” Blessed—
The life-tide swiftly coursing through the
veins—the bounding pulse, the strong
frame, the gladsome heart, are such pleas-
ant, precious things—how can the dead
be blessed? For Death is such a dread
mystery! All that we know of it inspires

us with fear. The sealed eyolids, the
dulled ears, the unresponding lips, the |
stony brow, the stilled heart! The spirit
quails at thought of all these; and very
naturally, for we so love life, so0 joy in its
excess, so cling to it, above all else. And
then the impenetrable.mystery of death so
awes us. We can imagiue what the faint-
ness, the dimness, would be, but after-
ward, when the familiar scenes around
are. shrouded in darkness—when loved
voices grow indistinet, and then altogether
lost—when the last slight cord issnapped—-
what then?  Whither goes the naked
spitit? Is its trackless flight alone? or
what kind of beings accompany it?—
Standing on the edge of a rock, beneath
which roars and foams an unfathomed sea
of darkness, what becomes of it when the
unseen Hand strikes it off, and the cold
wave envelopesit? Ob!isit any wonder
that we start back affrighted from the
touch of death? How can the dead be
« blessed?”

« Who die in the Lord.” Impossible
to be blessed without, but in Him—en-
folded in His arins who is the Resurrection
and the Life—even to die is « blessed.”—
For then the darkness is not profound,
_His smilo enlightens it—the passage is not
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cold, His love warms it. The conscieney
sprinkled with the atoning blood has no
fear of death. He who fesls the everlat-
arms around him cannot be unsafe or
lovely. Itis mot “a leap in the dark” ty
him. Faith penetrates the mist, and des-
cries the celestial city in its glory onlya
little way off, and knows that a mcinentary
plunge into the river, and the other side.is
gained—a shout of welcome heard. Ab!
yes, for those ¢ who diein the Lord” aw
s well/ ,

“ Blessed are the dead who die in the
Lord.” Thrice blessed. Holy hands will
wipe away the hot tears, and the aching,
weary heart will be at rest, and for ever,
No more yearnings unsatisfied, no .mors
being misunderstood, no more neglect and
unkindness, no more unappeased heart-
shungerings. Never more will the buraing
blush dye the cheek atthoughts of unfaith-
fulness. Never more shall sin-blots dark-
en the heart that loves Jesus. Naver
more will His disciples grieve or leave the
Saviour. They shall behold Him face to
face, shall sit at His feet among the many
mansions of the Father’s house, and be
perfectly, changelessly, sinlessly happy.—
Yea. «“blessed are the dead,that die in the
Lord”

Dear reader, some time there will come.a
cryto you, a cry that shall summon you
to appear before the Almighty. 1t is no,
pérchance, a pleasant thought. You do
not like the idea of leaving all you love,
and who love you, and going forth into
the unseen world.  Yet il must be one day,
and none may say how soon. Will death
be a dlessed thing to you? Will it find
you ready to depart and be with Christ!
or will yoursphit start back affrighted
from it? ~ Better than life is the Christian’s
death, for it introduces him to glory inef:
able. Are you a Christian? Do you be-
lieve in and love the Lord Jesus Wil
He befriend you in that fearful hour? I
80, you ave very happy, if not you am
very miserable. «How will you do
the swellings of Jordun?” Thereis but
ono rafe answer: « I will fear no evil, for
Thow art with me.” Can you say 0 -
If not, 2o at once to the Saviour. %% Be
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and: thon

shalt be saved.”—Marianie Farningha,

|

N

« At midnight there was a ery tnada” |
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THE GOOD
LIGHT-HOLDERS.

—

BY REY. THBO. L. CUYLER.

Every voyager through the British Chan-
nel will remember the famous light-house that

stands near the gates of the A tlantic. Itrises
from a rock in the midst of the waves; its
beacon-blaze.streams far out over the mid-'
night sea. The angry waves, for many a
loug year, have rolled jn-—thundering against
the tower’s base. The winds of heaven have
warred fiercely around its pinuacle; the raing
nave dached against its gleaming lantern.—
But thereit stauds. Itmovesnot, it trembles
not; it is founded on a rock. Year after
year, the storm-tossed mariner looks out for
its star-like light as he sweeps in through the
British Channel. It isone of the first objects
that meets his eye as he returns ou his home-
ward voyage; it is one of the last which he
bebolds after his native shores have sunk
beneath the evening wave. Ou the base of
its tower is this inscription: “ To give light
and 10 save Iife.”

That tower of Eddystone is a Ligur-How-
nEr to all who come within its range It'
does not create light, it ouly sheds it, and
“giveth light” to every passer-by ou his watery |
way. This image of a light-house may have
been in-the Apostle’s mind when he wrote
to the Phillipians of the surrounding heathen
and jdolators, and said to them, * Among
whom ye shine as lights in the world."—
Bome travslate the word torch-bearers.—
Others hold that it refers to starsin a dark
night All the interpretations look to the
game ides, viz., that Christigns are Chris's
light-holders to their fellow-men.

The lantern of a light-house is not self-
luminous. It has to be kindled by a band
from without itself. By nature, every Chris-
tian is as unfitted to give spiritual light as
the empty tower on Minot’s Reefor on Sandy
Hook would be to guide the mariner, at mid-
vights  God creates the natural power, the
mental fuculties, as the builder rears the
stone-tower of Eddystone or Sandy Hook.—
Neither natural heart or stone-tower are self-
luminous. A hand from without must bring
them light.

Conversion by the Holy Spiritis a spiri-
tnal illumination of the soul. (od's grace
lights up the dark hesrt. Sometimes sud-
denly, as in the case of Paul, Sometimes, as
in the case of John Newton, there is at first
afgebie gerne:-of light, like the little blue
point of flame on & candle-wick, and this germ
oflight grows into & clear, full blaze. The
beginuiug of true religion is in the first acts

of sincere penitencé—the first breathings of
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earnést prayer—the first hungerings after
God—the first honest attempt to do right and
to servé the Lord. God's grace, remember,
is the only originsl souice of the light tha$
makes auy man & lumioary i society. And
when 2 man has once beenkindled at the eicss
of Christ, he is bound to shine.

And in order to do this, he need not be
conspicuous in society for talents, wealth, or
intellectual culture. 'I'he modest candle by
which a housewife threads her necedle shines

-as truly as does the great lantern that burns

in the tower of o City Hall.

An fumble saint who begins his day with
househould devotions, and serves his God all
day in his shop, or at his work-bench, is as
truly 2 light holder as if he flamed from
Spurgeon’s pulpit or illuminated a theological
clags from a professor’s chair. To *shine”
means something more than the mere pos-
session of piety, or the enjoyment of piety; it
is the reflection of Gospel-religion that makes
the burner.

Martin Luther was an Eddystone-tower to
bewildered Hurope. On the other hand, the
humblest tract-visitor or misston-school teach-
er is a lantern-burner to guide some lost wan-
derers toward heaven. Harlan Page, the
pious carpenter, never taiked with a person
for ten minutes without saying something to
benefit his soul. He was a steady burner; so
was Deocon Safford, of Boston. 'I'homas
Dakin, a poor pensioner of Greenwich Hog-
pital, distributed over one hundred thousand
tracts every year, and when at last death
smote him down suddenly, his pockets wers
found filled with tracts entitled “ Are you
prepared to die?” Dr. Nettleton carried his
gospel-lamp from town to town—held it forth
every eveniug to gatbered companies of anx
ious souls—aand during his lifetime gunided
mauy thousands to a kuowledge of the
Saviour. Oh! what a heaven Nettleton will
have!

If every Christian who trims his lamp and
keeps the oil of grace up to its full supply is
such a blessed benefactor to others, what a
terrible thing it is for a Christian to let his
light go out!” A traveler who once visited a
light-house in the British Chaunel said to {ke
keeper, “But whut if cne of your lighta
should go out at night?” * Never,” said the
keeper, “ never—impossible. Sir, youder ars
ships sailing to all parts of the world. If to-
night my buroer were out, in & few days I
wight hear, from France or Spain, or from
Scotland or America, that on such & night
the light-house in the Channel gave no warn-
ing, and soms vessel had been wrecked. Ahl
Sir, T sometimes feel, when I look at my
lights, ag if the eyes of the whole world wese
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fixed on me. Goout! Burn dim!never,|parents were members uf the- Chareh, and
8Sir, aever!” very quiet, respectable people. Her father, a

How closely this incident comes home to , man of few words, wasindustrious nnd honest,
us-all. Perhaps in eternity I may hear that but concerned himself very little sbout the
some precious soul was wrecked, because my | spiritual welfare of his children.  In maiuten.
pulpit was not a faithful light-holder to my | ance of family worship he was irregular—
congregation. Some Gospel-burners were | Her mother talled a great deal about religiop,
neglected and grew dim. Qne mac perbaps, | but seldom in such a way asto interest others,
stumbled into a druvkard’s grave, because I, This daughter was immoderately devoted to
did not warn him soon enough ugainst the | dress, and to frivolous pleasures. Her mother
peril of the first gluss.  Another broke | would often say to her, “1 wish, Amelia, thas,
God's Subbath for want of keeping the fourth | you could think and feel as I do about these
commandment trimmed and burning. Before | things; but you will never do so till you be.
another was not held up the exceeding sin- | thivk yourself.” Mother,” Amelia would
fuluess of sin; and Jesus, the light of the | reply, “I do not wish you to worry about
world, may not have been set forth aright to , me, or to pray for any change that will spoil
wandering sinners.  “ Go out—burn dim!”, my pleasures. Youung people, you know,
God bhelp e to say “ Never—xgver!” must have their amusements.”

I know of certuin households in which I| At the time of my call, circumstances
fear the lamp is out. That boy would not | favoured conversation upon religious subjects,
be seen so often on his way to the theater, | and having gained Amelia's attention, I urged
or the drinking-saloon, if futher and mother | upon her importance of her immediate conse.
help up the torch of loving warning! That| cration to Christ She admitted the truth of
giddy daughter, who was ounce thoughtful | all I said but evaded the force of every ap-
about her soul, might now be o Christian, | peal, by referring to the fuct that she was
if there had been a Lght-holder near at| young, and declared that she could not, at
hand, to guide her to Jesus. There was, present, give up the pleasures which were to
a lamp of profession in the house. It did herso interesting. The postulate upon which
not shine. The oil was out. Love of the|she fell back was, “ Young people, you kuow,
world had extinguished it. That dark lan- | must have their amusements.” The interview
tern left the house in midnight. was closed with some plein and earnest rs-

Thank God! some lights never go out.— | marks upon the claims of the Saviour, ané
Death connot quench them. They shine | the danger of delay.
forever. Luther's greaut lautern, “the just, By the grace of God an impression wes
shall live by faith,” still gleawns from Wart- |, made that resulted in her conversion. The
burg Castle. John Bunyan's lamp twinkles' work of the Spirit was deep in her heart, and

. yet through the gratings of Bedford Jail. | she soon sought the counsel and prayers of
Old John Brown is still lighting ten thou- | her pastor. A clearer case Jf conviction of
aand fugitive foutsteps to liberty. Pastors, | sin [ have never witnessed. Her ultimate
parents, teachers may be called home 0 reception of Christ was cordial and com-
beaven; but, like the good mother of the | plete.
story, they “set a lightin the window,” to |~ Some four months afterwards, as she re-
guide-souls to the mansions of glory. . | quested admission into the Church, T examin-

“Then gird your loins, my brethren dear, ed her closely as to the characteristies of her

That distaut home discerning; experience, and was gratified by the evidences
o“l‘:&bse“‘]i”f "1‘)‘5 gef,‘ us word, of athorough change. She was manifestly “iu
very famp be burning: Christ, & new creature.” “ Well, Amelig,” [

° said, ¢ what do you now think about amuse.

YOUNG PEOPLE MUST HAVE ments as necessary to young people?” She fel
THEIR AMUSEMENTS. the point of theinquiry, but was not disconcert-

—_— ed,and replied, #I still think that they are neces-

The world make a great mistake in imagin- | sary to the young; but the difficuliy is, we
ing that religion would debar them from en- | make a wrong choice; those in which T once
Jjoyment. 1t only debars from pleasures that | indulged were only the refuges ef an unhappy
eorrupt: while it opens, in the stead of these, [ mind. I enjoyed them, because, for the time,
others that are fur higher and more satisfy-| they made me forget myself, my mortality
ing—gplessnres that bring with them no sat- ! and my desting. Your preaching made m¢
iety, and leave behin? no sting. Read in il- | miserable, and I tried by such expedientsto
lastration of whis, the following:— quict an uneasy conscience. I now see how-

“Young pevple nust have their amuse- | trifling and wicked they were. Christ has
mants,” said a young lady of ‘nineteen, whom | given me employments that make me happy.
I'metin one of my parochial visits. Her ﬁﬁnd more- pleasure than.J can tell you; 1
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gaching eight poor children whom I have
gathered 1ato aSabbathclass. I find pleasure

in the distribution of tiacts, and conversation | out into

|
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and wonderful to see——a: plant, fair herald of
the spring, had risen up, and leafed, and blown
ull beauty, beneath its snowy crust.

with the ignorant and poor. I find pleasure  Is God less omnipotent in one kingdomn than
in our meetings for social devotion. 1 find, another? My trustisia him who has wrought
pleasure in the study of the Scriptures, and in | greater wonders in the- realms of grace thar
communion with God at the mercy-seat.— | in the fields of nature.

These are now my, happiness. They are ne-

Truc, I smno Christ to repair to the grave,

cessary to me. All others are insipid and | saying, Lazarus, come forth! or go to church-
odious. Oh that ull our young people kuew | yards with voice as mighty to awake the dead
the pleasures of experimental end practical | as the dormant. Still, 1 do not stand here

religion!"— W atchman and Reflector.

SPEAKING TO THE DEAD.

BY THE REV. DR. GUTHRIE.

Did you ever see a dead child laid out by
tender hands, or even sculptured in cold
marble? With its air of calm repose, how
beautiful it looks] Here death ssems divest-
ed of kis terrors. It looks so living—I had
almost snid angel-like—that it needs, as it
were, but that we should touch it, or speals,
to wake it up, and wake again
often cheered a mother’s heart,
from happy slumbers.
that the child is dead; yet there is something
harder to believe. With no bad passions
stamped on its open brow, an infant looks so
guiltless, and is so guileless; looks so innocent,
and is so ignorant of evil—that kueeling at
a mother’s feet, with sunbeams falling on its
golden locks, its little hands held up to heaven,
its lips lisping a simple' prayer, it is hard, s
very hard thing, to believe that this creature,
is dead in sin; and that, as storms lie sleeping
in the calm bosom of the deep, and thunder
and lightning in the clear blue heavens, a
thousand crimes are sleeping 1o that infant
besom. Yet so itis. Itis dead in sin! and

| so are we all—*death has passed on all men,
because all have sioned.”

i If so, you may say, how useless to speak to
sinuers! - Who speaks to the dead? Itseems
in that case, as useless to address unconverted
men, as it were for me to go and take my
stand in & churchyard, aud turning a'grave-
stotie.into a pulpit, address myself fo the hol-
low.skulls and nouldering bones around; and
inthat case preaching seems as mad asa
mother’s cries when she hangs over the dead,
and calling her boy by name, implores him to
speak to her. Yet, “I am not mad, most
uoble Festus.” Not mad—no! Have pot I
seen life spring up under almost as unlikely
crcumstances?  No longer ago than last
winter, when the ground lay covered with
hugering snows, and the earth lay bare, cold,
aud wan, like 4, shrouded corpse, came.a.sud-
den thaw, to reveal whatit was most cucious

TP Y—

the voice that | #nother man, as weak,
;m?iv‘(;?ke hg: who is called to speak to a dead body? God
It is hard to believe { ¢an give yeu life though you were dead—dead

j the words of God to men.

like the king of Israel, when, with the letter
in his trembling hand, he looked on the loath-
some leper to exclaim, “ Am X a god to kill
and make alive, that this man is sent to me
to be cured of his leprosy?” Peter was no
“god, to kill or make alive,” yet he’ entered
the lonely chamber; walked up to the pale,
dead body; kuelt by its side; looked on the
fixed ond filmy eyes; took the cold hand of
Dereas into hig own, and saying, ©Tabitha,
arise!” repeated the miracle of Bethany. Was
such power imparted by God to a human
voice? then why should I, who am called to
speak to dead souls, have less faith than
as fallible, as mortal,

as a grinning skull. Therefoie I preach in
the pame of him whose heart is love, and
whose word is life; who saith, and it is done;
who commandeth, and it standeth fast

“ Repent,” therefore; “and be converted,
every one of you.” Believe in the Lord
Jesus Christ,and thou shalt be saved. Awake
thou that sleepest, and call on thy God.
Awake to salvation; time is pressing.
Awake to prayer;,the door is shuiiing.
Awake to work; the night is fulling.
Awalke to flee! the treacherous tide is creep-
ing round und round you. Awake to believe}
who does not, i3 damned; who does, is save

«THE HOLY GHOST SAITH
TO-DAY.”

1t is not Paul that says this in his own
name; it is the Holy Ghost. It is not
David that says it; it is the Holy Ghost.
The words occur in Ps. xev. 7, % To-day,
if ye will hear his woice!” and they are
Yes; remem-
ber these are the words of the Holy
Ghost; for soit is written, Heb. iii. 7,
and iv, 7.

The words express a wish—a strong
wish—an earnést desire—a vehement
anxiety; and this wish, desire, anxiety,.
is Gods. It is the Holy Ghost that says
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to you, « To-day, if ye will hear His
voice/” The words are like Exod. xxxii.
82, “And now, if thou wilt forgive their
sin!” that is, Oh that thou wouldst!—
Oh if such a thing might only be! Or
they are like Christ’s pathetic lamenta
tion over Jerusalem, + If thou hadst
known!” that is, Oh that thou hadst but
kunown!

The Holy Ghost here shews ws God
arging men to hear the invitation of
mercy. Ye sons of men, oh that you
would Kear! And oh that you would
bear To-day! Not at any time, not a
future time, but Zo-day. Not after Satan
has had time again to ply his arts on you
—not after you have again tried the
world——not after conviction has been |
once more dulled, and deadened, and stifled |
by busiuess, by pleasure, by care—but now,
to-day, while the words of God are ring-
ing in your ears,

THE GOOD NEWS.

circle, as the Roman ambassador did to
the king, saying, *Decide for peace or
war ere you pass from the spot.” Ha
limiteth a certain time; and the word
“ To-day” points out how far the circlo
extends. Long-suffering has an end, even
the long-suffeving of God. *Ob, then, « If
ye will hear His voice!” 1t isnot man,
but the Holy Ghost, that so speaketh,

To-morrow is not as this day. Zo-day
the Holy Ghost says, * Hear His voice;"
and shews us God ip  Christ inviting,
calling, urging sinners, imploring them,
beseeching them. As to “ Zo-morrow,”
the Holy Ghost shews us God, as Judge,
shutting the door, setting the flaming
sword at the gate of Paradise, declaring,
with uplifted hand, « They shall not enter
into my rest.’—d4. 4. Bonar.

T'o-day, to day—while the great sacri-| ANECDOTE OF WHITFIELD AWD

fice of Christ is within view, while Clirist
still waits at the right hand to *make
intercession for all who come unto God
by Him.” 7o day, to-day— while you feel

your need, while you still ave sensible of
your owninability to be your own Saviour;

{o-day, to-day, while the Holy Ghost still |

strives.
« Hear His wvoice/”—the voice that

gays, *Come, let us reason together’—
the voice that says, “Ifany man thirst,
Jet him come unto me and drink"—the
voice that says, ** Look unto me, and
be saved, all ends of the earth™—the
voice that says, “I am the bread of life”
—«1 am the Light of the world"—

THE POOR NEGRESS.

« Imprudently going out, I caught cold,
immediately relapsed, aud was taken, as
every one thought, with death, in my friend
Mr. Sherburne’s house. In my own ap-
prehension, and in all appearance to others,
I was a dying man. T preached, the peo-
ple heard me as such. The invisible real-
ities of another world lay open to my
view. Su~h effeets followed the word, I
thought it was worth dying for a thousand

| times.

¢ Though wonderfully comforted with-

« Come unto me, and I will give you iy atmy return home I thought I was

rest.”

dying indeed. I was laid on a bed upon

Oh that you would hear! Giieve nol | (ha ground near the fire, and I heard my
the Holy Spirit of God. “.Harden nol|fiiends say, *He is gone! But God was

your heart” as Pharaoh did—as Israel
did in the provocation in the wilderness
Sin is secretly gnawing the vitals of your
soul. Repentance for sin is a duty now;
forsaken sin is a duty; confessing sin to
the Lord is a duty, and a duty to-day.—
Pardon is veady to-day; for the fountain
is full tothe brim. Purification is ready
to-day ; for the Holy Spiritis in the gift
of Jesus. ¢ Harden not your kearts.”
Remember He who says « To-day,”

| pleased to order it otherwise.
| recovered ; and sooh %fter, a poor negro

I.gradually

woman would see me. She came, -sat
down upon the ground, and looked ear-
nestly in my face, and then said, in broken
language, ¢ Master, you just go to heaven’s
gate; but Jesus Christ said, *Get you
down, get you down, you must not coms
here yet; but go back, and call soms
more poor negroes.” I prayed to ths
Lord, that if I were to live, this might be

limiteth the time—draws round you a |the event.”



THE GOO
WHERE DID HE GET THAT LAW?

An aged lawyer of great eminence and

talents, who, from early life, had imbibed
infidel principles, one day met an elder of
the Presbyterian church, who was also a |
lawyer, and said to him, *“I wish, sir, to
éxamine into the truth of the Christian
religion. What books would you advise
me to read on the evidences of Christi-
anity ¥’

The elder, surprised at the inquiry, re-
plied; “That is a question, sir, which you
ought to have settled long ago. You |
ought not to have put off a subject so im-
portant to this late period of life.”

«Js it too late?” said the inquirer; «I
never knew much about it, but I always
supposed that Christianity was rejected by ‘
the great maiority of learned men. I in-
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aud stated his objections. He liked this
passage—he thought that touching and
beautiful—but he could not credit a third.

One evening the elder ealled, and found
the unbeliever walking the room with a
dejected look, his mind apparently absnrbe™
in thought. He continued, not noticing
that any one had come in, busily to trace
and retrace his steps. The elder at length
spoke:

“You seem, sir, to be in a brown study.
Of what are you thinking ?”

“I have been reading,” replied the
infidel, “the moral law.”

“Well, what do you think of it#” asked
the elder.

I will tell you what I wsed to think,”
answered the infidel. I supposed that
Moses was the leader of a horde of banditti;
that having a strong mind, he acquired

tend, however, now to examine the subject | great influence over a superstitious people:
thoronghly myself. I have upon me, as and that on Mount Sivai he played off
my physician says, & mortal disease, under some sort of fireworks to the amazement
which I may live a year and a half or two | of his ignorant followers, who imagined, in

years, but not probably longer. What
hooks, sir, would youn advise me to read ”

“The BrsiE,” said the elder.

“I believe you don’t understand me,”
resumed the unbeliever, surprised in his'
turn: “I wish to investigate the truth of
the Bible.”

“I would advise you, sir,” repeated the
elder, “to read the Bible. And I will
give you my reasons. Most infidels are
very ignorant of the Scriptures. Now to,
reason on any subject with correctness, we
must understand what it is about which
we reason. Ir the next place, I consider
the internal evidence of the truth of the
Sacred Seriptures stronger than the ex-
ternal evidence.”

“ And where shall I begin my investi-
gation?” inquired the unbeliever. ¢ At
the New Testament ’

“No,” replied the elder; «begin at the
beginning—at Genesis.”

The infidel bought a commentary, went
home, and sat down to the serious study
of the Scriptures. He applied all his strong
and well-disciplined powers of mind to the
Bible, to try rigidly but impantially its
truth. )

As hewent on in his perusal, he received
occasional calls from the elder. Theinfidel
freely remarked upon what he had read,

their mingled fedr and superstitior, that
the exkibition was supernatural.”

“But what do you think now?" inter-
posed the elder.

“I have buen looking,” said the infidel,
into the naturc of that law. T have been,
trying to sge whether I can add anything
to it, or take anything frrm it, so as to
make it better. Sir, L cannot. It is perfect.

¢ The first commandment,” continued
he, « directs us to make the Creator the
object of our supreme Jove and reverence.
That is right.  1f he be our Creator, Pre-
server, and Supreme Benefactor, we ought
to treat Him, and none other, as such.
The second forbids idolatry. That certainly
is right. The third forbids profanity.
The fourth fixes a time for religious wor-
ship; and if there be a God, he ought
surely to be worshipped. It is suitable
that there should be an outward homage,
significant of our inward regard. If God
be worshipped, it is proper that some time
should be set apart for that purpose, when
all may worship Him barmoniously and
without interruption. One day in seven
is certainly not too much, and T do not
know that it is toolittle. The fifth defines
the peculiar duties arising from family re-

latious. Injuries to our neighbourare then

classified by the moral law. Thay.are
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divided into offonces against life, chastity, |« WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING AT
property, and character. And,” said he, .
applying a legal idea with legal acuteness, | Some time ago, I was standing in front
« 1 notice that the greatest offenco in each jof a shop window where several nico
class is expressly forbidden. Thus the paintings were huug up for sale. AsI
greatest injury to lifeis murder; to chastity, | was gazing, first at one picture, and then
adultery; to property, theft; to character, | at another, a friend came up and tapping
perjury. Now the greater offence must | me on the shoulder, said, « What are you
include the less of the same kind. Murder looking at#" T told hin. of course; and
~ust x}quudete\e;)' .’t“J“",V ;'0 ]‘fef; ‘z‘}d““el‘z after a few more words had passed between
every mjury to punty, and so ot the rest. | ys, we separated. Long after this did the
And the moral codeis closed and perfected | ge’nt]e tall) and the fl‘iel::(‘l]}' inquiry come
by a command forbidding every improper juto my mind, and I feel a strong desire
desire in regard o our “e';{hb“m's- to put the same simple question to each
«T have bieen thinking,” he proc}eeded, of my little readers—* What are you look-
“ where did Moses get that law? T have | jng qz2"

read history : the Egvptians and the ad-\ "Perhaps you think it is no matter at
Jacent nations were Jluvlaters; so were the al] what you lovk at; but Jet me tel) you a

Greeks and Romans; and the wisest and ! story. .
best Greeks or Rumans never gave a code  T'have read of a person who was never
of morals like this. Where did Moses get kuown to be out of temper—who always
this law, which surpasses the wisdom and | ceemed bappy. The world treated him
i);lilosopihy of the _"’:St e“"%‘““}‘“‘-} “:—{*’5? (just as it treats other people; but whatever
e lived at a period comparatively bar- ‘took place, he was the same quiet, un-
. R | pilace, < ¢ sa q 16, g
barous, but he has given a ]]Im ‘m which moved man. A person of his acquaintance
the learning and sagacity o all subsequent . jnquired of him one day the secret of his
time can detect no flaw.” Where did he }undisturbed bappiness, when he replied,
getit? He could not have sonred so far « T am happy because I make a good use
fhove i oo e bl of vy e Wit bk st
atisiied wher ‘blarned at. ed his conduct as to mahe Lim what he
came down from henen. T am comineed ' was. e was asked to explain how it was
of'f;‘he truth 0{ the religion of the Bible” “let Iis happiness dependeld on the use of
The u:ﬁ_hn,‘—- !:~ﬁ-l~'l A !f)ll‘:t’i‘:—*]\_- his eyes, a: d he gavethe following answer:
mained w‘ in.s. death a firm 1_whewr in the '« When I ook around me, I see a great
trath of Christianity. —.1rvine. many persons who are worse off than I
N ‘:“”T —— 'am,—when T look down, I think of the
THAT VOICE IN ETERNITY. grave where I must soon lie,—and when I

A miuister, while attending church in lock up, T long to be in heaven, wherel
a strange city, was struck with thesurpass-) hope to dwell for ever with Jesus. Thus
ing sweetness of the voice of a young by mﬂk'"g ag00d use of my eyes, I am
lady who sat near hin.  Being afterwards always happy.”
introduced 1o ner, he inquired whether she,  Again, then, my dear cbildren, let me
loved the Saviear.  She replied, « I jask, « What are you looking at?”
afrmud not™ = Then, my dear young: The Bible tells us a great many things
friend,” said the mumister,  what will you | abeut the use of the eyes.  Solomon says,
do with that voice in cteruity ? Shall it |+ Let thine eyes look right on, and let
be spent in uttening the walings of the thine eyelids look straight before thee—
lost forever " | (Prov. iv. 25.) So that how a person
The quest on seut convietion to her heart, ; looks, ot what ke lvoks at, is taken to
and she rested not il she had found peace | show what his conductis.  Sin isa erook-
in believing. ed, zigzag path,—goodness, an opay,
Reader, you often sing as you best can, gstmight way; and the wise king would
perhaps you sing well.  Whai will you | have us reipember, that if we would walk
dewith your voice in eternity I—dmerican | straight, we must lock siraight.  Agsin,
Messenger. ]then, L.ask, * What are you fooking @f’
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Are you looking at the émprovement
of your minds? You will soou have to
take a part in the world’s work. Are
you fitting yourselves for that work by
striving to become intelligent, thoughtful,
and wise ?

Are you looking at your sins? Every
one kas sins to be mourned over, prayed
over, and striven against. The longer our
sins remain unlooked at and unchecked,
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«] DO THAT WHICH I WOULD.
NOT”

#]f then T do that which 1 woald not, I consent
unto the law that it is good. Now then it is no
more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.’—
(Rom. vii. 16, 17.)

It looks, I have no doubt, an apparent
puzzle to the understandings of many, that
a man should do what is wrong while he

wills what is right; and move especially,
3 that he all the while shouid be honestly
they are to resist. . _ | grieving because of the one, and as honestly

Are you looking to Jesus, for the for-  aspiring and pressing forwards, nay, mak-
forgiveness of your past sins, and for thei ing real practical advances, in the direction
help of his Holy Spirit to enable you to o"he other. And yet you can surely
love and serve h{m day by dz}y ! . fizure to yourself the artist who, whether

Are you looking at the condition and iy hainting, or in poetry, or in music, la-
wants of others, and flomg all you can to bours, yet Jabours in vain, to do full justice
make every one bappier and better? to that ‘model of high excellence which his

If you are not looking at these things, I | imagination dwells upon. He does not
must ask agam, with all earnestness, Wiat ¢ ‘things that he would, and he does the
Are you looking at? L.  things that he would mnot. Thers is a

Remember,  The wages of sin is death;  lofty standard to which he is constantly
but the gift of God is efernal life, through aspiring, and even constantly approximat-
Jesus.Ch}'lst our Lord.»—The Teacher's ing,—yet along the whole of this path of
Offering. !genius there is a.perpetual sense of failure,
and a humbling comparison of what has
been already attained with what is yet seen
; in the distance before it, and a vivid ac-

There are no weary heads or weary ; knualedgment of the great deficiency that
hearts on the other side of Jordan. The, there is Detween the execation of the hand
test of heaven will be the sweeter for the, and those unreached creations of the faney
toils of earth. The value of cternal rest | that are still floating in the head.  And
will be enhanced by the troubles of time. | thus an agony, and a disappointment, and
Jesus now allows us Lo vest on bis bosom. | a self-reproval, Lecause of indolence, and
He will soon bring us to rest in bis father's | carelessness, and aversion to the futigues of
house. His rest will be glorious. A rest, watchful and intense study,~—all mixed up,
from sin; arest from suffering;a rest from | you wiil observe, with a towering ambi-
conflict; arest from toil; a rest from sorrow. , tion, nay, with a rapid aed successful
The very rest that Jesus enjovs himself. | march along this walk of scholarship—
We shall not only rest with bim; weshall | How often may it be said of him that he
restlike him. How many of the earth’s | dves the things which he would not, when
weary ones are vesting in His glorious  one slovenly line or cureless touch of the
presence mow! It will be undisturbed , pencil Las escapied from him, and when
rest.  Here the rest of the body is distur- | he fulls short of those pains 2ud that sus-
bed by dreamns, and sometimes by alarms; | tained labuur Ly which he hopes to rear a
but there are e troublesome dreams or, work for fL.mortality. Yet is he making
alarming occurrences there. Thanks be  steady and sensible advances all the while.
unto God for the rest we now enjoy! Ten , This lofty esteem of all that is great and
thousand thauks to God for the rest we | gigantic in art is the very steps, in his
shall enjoy with Christ! Woearied one, | mind, to a lowly estimation of all that be
look away from the cause of thy present has yet done for it; and both these to-
suffering, and remember there is a rest re- | gether are the urgent furces by which he

the greater they become, and the harder

o

’ THE ENDLESS REST.

maining for thee. A little while, ard thou
shalt enter into vest.— The Prayer Meeting.

L]

.18 carried upwards to a station among thé
| men of renown and admitable genius who
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have gone Lefore him. Now, what is true
of the schclarship of art is just as true of
the scholarship of religion. Thereis a
1oodel of unattained perfection in the eyes
of his faithful devotees, even the pure, and
right, and absolutely beautiful and holyl
law of God; and this they constantly Ja-.
bour to realise in their lives, and so to
build up, each in his own person, a befit-
ting inhabitant for the realms of eternity.
But while they love this law, they aie
loaded with a weight of indclence,
and carnality, and earthly affections, which
cumber their ascent thitherward; and just
in proportion to the delight they take in |
the contemplation of its heaven-born ex-

cellence, are the despondency and the!-

shame wherewith they regard their own
mean and meagro imitations of it. Yet
who does not see that out of the believer's
will pitching so high, and the behever’s
work lagging so miserably after it, there
cometh that very activity which guides
and guarantees his progress towards Zion, ;
—tbat therefore it is that he is led to ply
with greater diligence the armour which
at length wins bim the victory,—that the !
babe in Christ is cradled, as it were, int
the agitation of these warring elements,— '
that his spiritual ambition is just the more '
whelted and fostered into strength by the !
obstacles through which it has to fight its!
way,—and rising from every fall with a

fresh onset of help from the sanctum‘y,!é
does he proceed from step tq step, till he

has finished the faith, till be bas reacbed ;
the prize of his high calling.— C'halmcrs.‘

'
—— e — |

-~

SAVING FAITH.

True saving faith is daily growing, and |
constantly persevering. ¥aith lives; but;
because its life is imperfeet, it still grows:
and increases. It is said that ‘the Righ-!
teousness of God is revealed in the Gospel |
Jrom faith io faith! That is, as Faith
grows mare and more capacious and |
quicksighted, so God's righteousness is more |
and more discovered toit. The Apostle
commends his Thessalonians, and thanks
God for this,—that ¢ their Faith groweth
exceedingly.! Aund Faith so grows, as
that it perseveres. ‘It fails not’—¢It
draws not back to perdition, but Lelieves |

|
}

!
!

THE GOOD NEWS.

to the saving of the soul’ Tt makes
¢ faithful to the death, and so *he believer
receives the crown of life! If thy Faith
grow and persevere, that is true faith in-
deed. False faith is like the picture of a
man on a wall that grows not, and like a
blazing star, it continues dut for a time.—~

F. Rcberts, D.D., 1651.

A PRAYER WRITTEN IN THE
TIME OF A TRYING DISPENSATION.

In our trouble, Lord, be near us,
We go mournful all the day;

Oh!let not thy judgments fear us,
Shield us, Liord, we humbly pray.

Bless to us this dispensation,
Let thy blows no more descend,
Grant us grace and consolation,
Keep us faith{al to the end.

We are sorrow-worn and fainting,
Satan, sin, and fears prevail;

Let thy tender heart, relenting,
Yield us snccour, lest we fail.

Weare fecble, poor, and dying,
We have nothing sure but Thee;

While our woes are multiplying,
Near us, O our Father, be.

And while storms and darkness gather,
Lightnings flame, and clouds amass,
In thy bosom, Heavenly Father,
Let me nestle till they pass.

And in every dispensation,

With which thou art pleased to try,
Give us grateful resignation,

And more meetness for the sky.

And when done with time forever,
Earth and all terrestrial things,
Take us home, no more to sever,
To be with thee, priesisand kings.

RocrwooD. A, A

God, in arranging his purposes of mercy,

; has been pleased sv to honour the suppli-

cations of man, as to constitute them s
part of his plan, and to give them a place
antecedent to the actual bestowment of
grace.— Rev. Jas. McGill.



THE GOOD NEWS.

Sabbath School Lessons.
March 13th, 1864,

GIDEON’S SIGN.—Jupces vi. 28-40.

‘We are in this lesson incidentally informed
of the lamentable fact, that the worship of
the gods of the heathen was freely practised
in Israel, and that among the very family from
which Gideon, the appointed deliverer, was
chosen. The very night after the divine ap-
pearaace, a message came to Gideon, well
calculated to test his faith, and the extent of
his obedience. He was to throw down the
altar of Baal that his father had. Though!
this altar seemed to belohg to Gideon’s father,
whose name was Joash, it was destined for
the common service of the town. Itis pro-
bable that Joash was the actual leader of this
rebellion.  _After having thrown down the|
altar and cut down the grove, Gideon was to'
build an altar to Jehovuh, and offer sacrifice
thereon. -

This work Gideon did in the night.

When the citizens arose betimes, perhaps
to pay their morning devotions to Baal, and
saw what had taken place, they were speedily
informed that Gideon had done it, and nothing
but his blood could satisfy the persecuting
rage of these infutuated idolaters.

Joash, though himself guilty of idolatry, |
was unwilling to have his son punished; aud
probably by what he had done he was con-
vinced of the sin and folly of worshipping an
o}, particularly o god which counld not de-
fend himself.

1t is generally agreed, that under Baal the
power of the sun was personified. DBual had
temples and images, as well as altars and
groves ;- but in this case we read only of the
elementary apparatas of his worship—the
altar and the grove.

At the proper moment the Spirit of the
Lerd clethed Gideon with authority and
power.  1Te biew the trampet for volunteers,
and the Abi-ezrites, the men of his own clan,
were the first to join him.

Having gathered what seemed to Lim an
gdoquate number of troops, Gideon wished
for a sign. He now required 1t; not, perhaps,
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s0 much for the confirmation of his own faith,
as to authenticate his commission in the eyes
of the strangers who had responded to his
call. v

The sign he made choice of was .remark-
able: “If thou wilt,” &e., ver. 37. T'his is an
experiment natural enough to occur to a man
of few sand simple ideas, and these connected
chiefly with agricultare. The thing came to
Gideon as he had desired. It is not stated
that the ground about the fleece was quite
dry, but that is implied.

Gideon, for further assurance, and with a
becoming apology for his presumption, ven-
tured to ask that the miracle might now be
reversed—the fleece to be dry and the ground
to be wet.

This of the two was the stronger proof of
supernatural interposition, seeing that it is
the property of wool to absorb whatever dew
may fall, aud its dryness'when the ground
about was wet with dew, was altogethér a
miraculous thing.

God granted him' this request also.

Observe—I. The condescension of the Most
High God. Though God ordered Gideon to
go forth to the deliverance of Israel, yet He
had compassion on His weakness, and granted
him various tokens for the purpose of esiab-
lishing his confidence.

II. The efficacy of prayer. The signs

| Gideou asked were not promised, neither were

they forbidden.
bis prayer. ,
II1. If God help us we need fear no evil.

God heard and answered

—_—

March 20th, 1864,

THE GREAT SUPPER.
Read Luke xiv. 15-35.

1. The invitation rejected, yer. 15-20.

Blessed. s he that shall cal, §c. This
guest beard Christ mention “ the resurrection
of the just,” and having the Jewish idea of the
Mesaialt's temporal Kingdom, thus expressed
himself.  Christ replied with this parable, to
show that instead of joyfally accepting the
jnvitation to God'~ kingdom of grace, the
Jews with one consent rejected it

A great supper. Supper was the chief
meal among lastern nations, Mark vi. 31.
The heat prevented such enterteinments don



140 THE GOO0OD NEWS.

hig the day. It was often most sumptnous:l tation! Rev. xxii. 175 Isa Iv. 1; Prov, i,
and luzurious, and thus represents the rich | 20-23. How often have you been invited by
varied blessings of Christ's gospel, Isa. xxv. 6. the Bible, minister, parent, or teacher ?
Bade many. This refers to the many pro-; 3. Beware of rejecting Christ. Few
mises and iuvitations addressed exclusively to | openly and pluinly say they will not have
the Jews in Old Testament times. U things | Clrist to reign over thém; many make
ave now ready. It is still the custom in some | “excuse.” “Iam too young,” Eccles. xii, 1.
countries to send a sceoud messeuger to the | “Tou happy with my pleasures,” Eecles. xi. 9;
guests. Christ might refer to the invitations  Matt. xvi. 26.  “Some other time,” Acts
given by Ilimscll aud Lis apostles, Matt. x.§ xxiv. 25; 2 Cor. vi. 2. “None of my con-
5-7. — = Begiuning «t Jerusalem,” was his | punigus are going to Christ,” Prov. xiii. 20
rale. Ver 18. None openly refused to come, , viii. 36, Beware, God will Lever excuse you
but all made excuse.  The excuses were most | nothing makes Him so angry, Luke xiii. 25;

insufficient ; none of the circumstances pre-
cluded acceptunce of the offer. Those invited
evidently did just what they lihed best, yet
the things fur which iy rejected the invita-
tion were all in themselves lawlul. Oxen were
used in plenghing, 1 Kiogs xix. 19.

II. The house jilled, ver. 21-24.
mVer. 21. All was reported to the Lord, Isa.

ii. 1.

Being angry. Nothing so provokes God's
anger as sinuers refusing to be saved !

The servauts were fiest sent to gather the
offscourings of the city, aud when dhere wis
still “room,” they were sent further into the
country, “bhighways and hedges "—to gather
guests till the house was “filled.” Ver. 24
The Jews are a monument of God’s wrath to
this day.

OL Wko cunnot be Christ’s disciples, ver. |

25-35.

Ver. 25. Christ seems to have left the
Pharisee’s house, a great multitude following
Him. He stopped, turned, and evidently still
pursuing the lize of thought suggested by the
case of those who, giving their hearts to other
objects, sought to be excused from serving

God, addressed to the crowd the impressive !

words, “If any maw,” &ec, ver. 26. Christ
uses the word hale to imply that the love we
were bound to give even to father or mother,
was “hatred ™ compared with the luve due to
Christ ! Bear his cross—ua symbol of shune
and death.  Christ saw his own = cross ™ lying
across bis life-path ; Lis people mnust be par-
takers with him.

Ver. 25-30 is a solemn warning to couunt
the cost of serving Clivist.  Ver. 31-33, tells
bow greater still the cost, and how great the
folly of attempling to fight against God
Ver. 34,35, One who professes to be Christ’s,
and yet does not so fullon Lim, is like salt
that has lost its savour.

APPLICATION.

1. God has prepared a feast jer us.
Ohrist is himsell the feast, Matt. xxvi. 26-28.
In Himis all a poor siuner can require, 1 Cor.
i.30. “Come unto me,” Matt. xi. 28.

2. How free, full, and frequent the invi-

; Prov. i, 24-28.

4. odre you really a disciple of Christ?
If so, then, first, you have counted the cost
and hnow tae folly of fighting azainst God!
ver. 31 5 Isa. xxvil. 4. Secondly, You have
'cuuntud the cost and are willing to give up
, all for Christ. 1t is not easy to do so. “ The

youug man,” Matt. xix. 21. Peter. Yet
Abrabam gave up bis son—and many their
; lives fur God, Heb. xi.
5. Fulse disciples of Christ are like salt
that has lust its savour, fit for neither this
, world nor the next, ves. 35. Has your life a
, “savour " of Christ ?
SUBORDINATE LESSORS.

1

| 1. Fellow teachers! see you bear your
{ Lord’s invitation to whom and as He sends ib
{ —Tell Hinif it is véjected.
i 2. We perish by abusing lawful things }—
Lputting them in Christ’s place.
I 3. “Yet there is roow”-—in Christ’s love
; and grace, and in heaven too—and God will
. bave it filled with ransomed simers. How
many stand without, ver. 23,25, Oh, compel
them to come in.

-L. 'Tnough you lend an earto nothing else,
i “liear™ this, ver. 35.—Edin. S. S. Lessons,

4
i

It is not death but life that we long for
when we sigh to flee away and be at rest.”

Wi.n we think of the grave, of the
chill and ghastliness of death, we cannot
p 52y that we are so willing to try it; but
{when we leap the grave, sink the very
i memory of it, and land safe over in beaven,
then, indeed, are wa ready, ay, longing to
depart.

{How skilfully does Panl sail past the
tho L pieasing puints, without touching
too hut on either: «It is not that we
would be unclothed, but that we would be
clothed npon.” )

It 15 not desivable to be borne away
alone,t lie and moulder in the cold, danop
grave; L.t it #s desirable, soon as may be,
to entc: jweaven.—DBeccher,




