Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

4

The Insti has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographicaily unique, which may aiter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked bslow.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleus ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

@’Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/
La reliure serrée peut causer de ‘ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de Ia marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

1} se peut Que certaines pages blanches ajoutses
lors d'une restsuration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n'ont
pas até filmées.

Additional comments:/
C ires supplémentaires:

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu‘il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cot
exemplaire qui sont peut-8tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

W: discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

/Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Wuwﬂlrouﬂh/

Transparence

B/Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de I'impression

ZTCominuous pagination/
Pagination continue
includes index\es}/

Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de 'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de fa livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Génerique (périodiques) de Ia livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce documant est filmé au taux da réduction indiqué ci-d

10X 14X 18X 22X 28X 30x

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



T e 4 -

TH: PRES

THE AR

CHURCH IN Caye

CHIVES
BYTirAN

A

.
.

.

.
¢
)
/

S

WE FREACH CHRIST AND HIM CRyCIF~~

%
e '
¢y

* s

e

0o & P
Go Yo into all the World and Prosch \EJ 14
L]

the Gespel to Lvery Crcutuye.__ G A >

cxﬁt‘rngv,*,,_
ST

%)
THE MARITIME

[O0)
o

\b/
Zade
NV

.. 7
QQ

{ [ S -
'; CANTENTS. PG
i Bditorial Notes............. ... ... . o523 .
b1 The Meeting of Synod ... ... .o oo 335
" Annual Meeting of the W. F. M. Society ............. .... 320 !
Death of Mrs. Maerae......... .................. ... ...330 |
Mr. Morton’s Address at Synod...........oovieiiniiea... 330 !
The Relation of Children to the Church, and their mutual
duties: by Rev. A. Gunn ......... «................333
NEw HEBRIDES :— :
Letter from Mrs, Anmand. ...... ... 885 )
A Missionary Tour in Erromanga: by Rev. A. H. McDonald. . 336
A Fatal Leak ; Murmuring. ... ......oocoviiiiii.,.....338
Mrs. Loring’s Awakening..........c..oovieiiiiiinienn...... 339
Romes Tender Mercies ; Effects of Tobuceo...... ........... 342
Wise and Unwise waysof Helping ..... ..................343
An Honest Christian Man .................................344
My Last Cigar ; The Poor Armenians ; A Stupid Error. . ... .. 346
The Bible and the Intellect ; The Study of the Bible......... 347
What the Deaconsaid ..o ooviirniininniia .. 348
‘ Reflex Influence of Missions. ....... .........oocoivuinn... 349
Fruits of Family Worship . ..............o il 349
! Gentle Wordsat Home........... ......coien voill.....350
Distress of Soul. ... ..ot iii i 351
i The Unfailing Hand................ ... . .....385
Pious Profanity ; For His Sake...............c...co .. ... 351
The Bible to be Studied in Youth ..........c............ ... 352
| | LinestoaSkeleton........ ..ol il o, 352
t
RS,

3

=

.
ot o’ prond

—
e —————,
o

BN

-2 a2

.
S




“There is much here to sadiden one's heart

-services ina room 42 by 24 feet, which we
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Zitevary 3otice.

ScriuNER'S MaoaziNg for October comes
breezy with African travel, for the first av-
ticle is “How I crossed Masai Land” by Jos-
eph Thompson, with illustrations ~ from
photographs. A scientilic article, one of the
clectric serics—on *¢ Blectricity in War”—
(1) In naval warfure,—(2) In land warfare,~—
with illustrations, shews the wonderful pro-
gress in this branch of applied s-ience,—* A
summer in Iceland™ — with illustrations,
makes one thankful for a more hospitable
country and genial clime. ¢ The Life of
Benvenuto Cellini” illugtrated, will delight
the lovers of art, while the reader who wants
nothing but entertainment will find it in the
stories serinl and complete, which makes up
the remuinder of the number  Charles Scrib-
ner’s Sons, New York. Price 25 ceunts or §3
per annum.

MISSION WORK IN CENTRAL
AMERICA.

The need of the Gaspsl and the difficuli-
ties of mission work in Central Amesica are
vividly set forth by the Rev. Joshua A.
Gobey, a missionary in Costa Rica, who
writes tu the London Christian as fotlows :

“With my family I left England in 1888
for Jamaica, where I remained tor five years.
As the resnlt of a missionary tour to some
islands in the Caribbean Sea, and to some
poarts in Central Auerica the Jaumaica Bup-
tist Missionary Society decided to commence
Christian work in the Republic of Costa
Rica and desired me to become their firsy
nmussionary. My wife and myselt have now |
been in this country fourteen months,

and to depress the spint, but our work is
the Lord's and He is our hope. We hold

reat, paying 35 dollars per month. The

place iz unhealihily situated, often uncom-

fortably full ; the stury above us is occupied :
by ti ve families, and the savitary arrange |
meuts are in a wretched condition. We are |
surrounded by rum shops and the sights and
sounds around, even while Divine service is .

being conducted, make us often very sad.’b

We have to endure scoffing and soeering and .
other discouragements. There is g-neral

sceptical indifference; on Sunday men are

paid their wages, business is doue, triins are |
running, frequently \esselsloaded or unload- '
ed, rum-rhops full, drunkenness, blasphemy, '
gambling, and -other sinful practices are :
common. Nevertheless, God in whom we ;
trust is with us. Some few have come out |

on the Lord’s side, and othors we trust will
soon_follow.

*‘The Panama Canal works are completely
abandoned. A large.nunber of men huve
recently come here from there, and thus our
responsibility is increasing. Our great want
in this town is a suitable building in which
to prench, A piece of land is promised, and
a portion of the money required has been
raised, but we still need from+£259 to £300.
This is, like the surrounding Repnblic and
States, aRomaun Catholic country, and great-
ly needs the Gospel. The natives speak
Spanish, but the grent m+jority in this town

and for tnany milesup country, speak Eng--

lish. At present lam the only Protestant
missionary in the Republie. Our work is not
conlined to the town. Along by the sea-
boatd, aud into the interior, on the old rail.
way, and the one in course of construction.

i I visit, preach, sell, aud give Bibles, hynm-
books, and tracts. My wife conduct, ser-

vices in the town di ring my absence. We
get our turn of fever, which to have is never
to forget.”

 DISOBEDIENCE.
Mr. Moody tells of a little nephew whom
he watched one day, while he aod his mo-

ther were passing through one of those cur-
cial moments which decide a child’s char-

acter as obedient or disobedient. The little:

fellow had taken a Bible from the table, and
thrown it on the floor. HIs mother said,
¢ Gio and pick up uscle’s Bible.”

He said he didn’t want to.

¢ T did not ask you whether you wanted
to or not; go and pick it up.”

“T won't.”

““Why Charlie,” said his mother, “ who
taught you that naughty word? I never
heard you speak so before. If you don’t go
and pick up uncle’s Bible, I shall puaish

ou.”
Y Still he declared he wouldn’t do it, and
she repeated her threat of punishment, add-
ing that he should have to pick it up too.
He then declared he wouldn’t, looking at it
asif he would like to, but really somehow
thought he could not; even getting down on
the fionr and, with both his arms.around the
ook, seeming to try, but still persisted
that he’Vconldn't.” “Again the mother re-
peated sternly and inexorable her threat of

‘puvishment, and that he would “ have to

pick it up too.” At last she broke the boy’s
will, and the minute that was done, he pick-
ed up that book as easily as possible. "’I
felt very much 1aterested,” was Mr. Moody’s
comment, ¢ for [ knew that if she diduw’t
break his will, he would break her heart.”

e
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One feature of the lute meeting of Synod
was the large number who took part in the
work. To give names in connection with
an account of the work would be reproduc-
%gl,‘on a not very minute scnle, the Synod

oll.

Rev. John Jamieson, missionary in For-
mosa with Dr. Mackay has been for some
time in very feeble health through lung dsi-
ease. Writing to Dr. W'nu%rope, Mus.
Jamieson says : ‘“We hope for the best, but
it is well that you,.as well as we, should at
the same time be prepared for the worst.”

Mr. Henry stated in his report to Synod
that there were 63 congregations of our
Symnod, whose young people gave no collec-
tion last year for the Dayspring and Mission
Schools Fund. If the church of a score of
years hence is to be an active, working, giv-
ing church, the children of to-day must be
trained to take an interest and do their part
in sending the gospel to the heathen.

An interesting account of a tour in Erro-
manga, ‘‘blood-stained Erromanga”—the
“Martyr isle” is given.on another page. We
have frequently given lengthy and _most in-
teresting accounts by our missionary, Mr.

Robertson, of his work there} and the "prd-.

gress'that it has made. Mr. McDonald, one
of the younger missionaries accompanied him
-on a tour that he recently made through the
island, and has kindly sent us a rveport of it
for which on our own behalf and that of our
readers we are deeply thankful. There are
two other articles to follow.

1889, No. I

The Convener of the Home Mission Com-
mittee spoke as follows at the late meeting
of Syno(‘, and we commend his words to the
prayerful consideration of a Christian people.
“Our great  difficulty is lack of men. A
numbetr of laymen are likely to be employed.
Elders ought to go out to stations within
their reach, especially during the winter
months.  Therc are only three good proba-

-| tioners in the field. We need at least fifteen.

Why have we not more men >—More for the
Home Mission—more for the Foreign Mis-
sion. Ministers do not preach enough about
the duty of devoting the young to the
ministry. Parents shounld devote their boys
to this work.  Last spring ten young men
greduated from Pine Hill ; within six weeks
of their graduation the ten were settled ov
nearly so,”

It is not their Roman Catholic friends and
neighbors and fellow citizens of. whom men
are 50 often constrained to make complaints
but that ecclesiastics —political system, the
Papacy which Father McGlynn calls‘‘the ma-
thine.” What might be expected if the pap-
acy had the power, is seen in the fact stated
by The Christian World of London, that the
Pope recertly conveued the secret consis-
tory, ta denounce, as an outrage upon the
Papacy, the action of the Italian Govern-
ment in erecting 2 statute to Givrdano Bruno
on the spot where in 1600 he was burned as
a heretic. He was a grand man of noble
character aud brilliant powers, but upon
some obscire questions he held opinious
which the Papacy did not approve, and he
was burned simply for holding what they re.
garded as heretical. And now the papacy
endorses the act of centuriesago,showing that
in its attitude towards religious liverty and
human progress, it is still the same. The Lon-
don Standard which Yoes not often touch

-upon such matters is moved to say: “The

legitimate inference is that, if they had the
power, they would again pile up the faggots
and thrust in the torch as a punishment for
the holding of opinions on certain abstruse
points in which they themselves do not hap-
pen to participate.”
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At the opening of Knox College, Toronto,
Oct. 2nd, Professor McLaren took for his
subject at the opening lecture, “The Unity
of the Church and Church Union.” He
showerd that the unity for whichChrist prayed
was notof /ol but of flock, that thereisnothing
in the Word of God to teach men that the
Chureh of Christ is to be one in outward or-
gunization any more than that it shall be one
n color or Innguage or nationality.  Start-
ing with the iden that the Church is not an
outward organization “c the whole body of
believers, he showed that Christ’'s prayer is
now fulfilled and receiving daily fulfilment.
If the unity prayed for by Christ be outward,
orgenic, visible union. then the Church is
un outward organization.  This is the posi-
tion held by the Church of Rome, but if it
be, as Evangelical Protestants believe made
up of all who are united to Christ, then they
are one with him, and one with each other.”
‘The grand hope and aiwm set before the Chris-
tiun by Christ is not to seek the bringing of
alldenominationsinto one ideal organization,
but to look upon all believers of whatever
denomination as members of the body of
Chyist and all belonging to the one flock with
the ane shepherd.

Two widely known ministers of the Free
Chiirch of Scotland, Principal Rainy and
Professor Blakie are in distant colonies, and
write home deeply interesting letters to the
Free Church Monthly- Dr. Rainy is in Aus-
trilia and writes of the wonderful progress
of that island continent. We are accustom-
ed, he suys, to hear of rapid growth in some
of the Western American cities but no less
wonderfulis that of, say, Melburne, which
hagpassed in fifty or sixty yewrs from a
growp of tents and nuts toa noble and popu-
lous capital containing not less than four
hundred thousand people. Equally marked
i the progress of the Preshyterian Church
for,according to the statement of Dr. Steele,
fifty years ago there were not twenty-five
Prasbyterian ministers in all Australia, now
there are] nearly six hundred.  Dr. Blakie,
in the same paper writes from Bauff in our
own North West. He predicts a marvellous
future, and that at no distant day, for the
Pacific Coast, with its natural advantages,
its immense resources and its unparalleled
climute  He emphasizes too that which is
so often heard, the vast importance of pos-
sessing that land for Christ in its earlier
stages when its character and institiitions
are forming,. .

The Sabbath -was made for man but not
for mammon. Yet the latter is ever seeking
10 get possession of the day of rest. In

many places, however, the suvccess ie in
man’s favor.—It is eoid that, in Belgium
the Ministers of Railways has taken up the
question of the weekly rest duy. and effect-
ed remai kable reforms.  Already ubout two
hundred goods truing have been stopped
from running on Sabbathe, and eight thou-
savd workmen who toiled in the central de-
pots are free all day.

From Philadelphia the good news cowes as
follows :—** The Barbers’ Sunday Closing
Aseociation of Philadelphia began its crus
ade ngaiust the opening of barber thops ou
Sunday, and out of 1500 shcps only twelve
were reported as having been open. The
Press comments :  ** The barbers who seek
Sunday rest scored a victory yesterday.
Only twelve places out of 1500 were found
open, and the proprietors of these may he
sorry to day that they did not close. There
is no reason why the 3300 barbers in the
city should not have & day of vest as well ay
other people, and it is to be hoped that they
will succeed in their eflorts at Sunday clos-
ing.”

In railway work in the United States
there is also progress as will beseen from the
following extract. “‘The Sunday rest move-
ment is moving grandly. Last week we
noted the important action, in this counec-
tion, of the Vanderbilt roads. This week
we have to note similar action by three
other railroad corporations. On May 3, the
General Manager of the Bnston & Maine
Railroad issued an order forbidding all Sun-
day work, hereafter, on the different divi-
sions of the railroad, except such as may be
required to run the regularly advertised
trains, or 10 make such repairs as may be
made necessary by accidents Saturday night
or Sunday. The Delaware and Hudson
Canal Company, which controls over seven
hundred miles of railroad, has issued a
notice to the effect that *‘ no freight will
hereafter be received from or delivered at
any connecting railroad between the hours
of 6 4. M. Sunday and 6 A. M. Monday.
Neither will any freight, except live stock
or perishable property, he moved on this
rond between these hours.” A similar
order has recently taken effect upon the
rie and all its connecting lines.

~Mzr.-and’ Mrs. Morton will return to their
field, leaving Nova Scotia somewhere near
the first of November. Their experience
during the past few weeks is sending them
back glad at heart. A few weeks since there
appeared no sign of lady teacher or mission-
ary to supply the needs of the field. Now
as they return they will be accompanied by
Miss Archibald and Miss Graham, teachers

\ ) e
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and by Mr. Fulten J. Coftin, missionary for
Couva.

Miss Gruham who goes to Trinidad, is a
great grand-daughter of Rev. James Gra-
nun, of Stewiacke, one of the early minis-
tors of Nova Scotia.

Strange how death in the mission field
which we sometimes think acts a deterrent
to others is sometimes used by God for a
purpose just the contrary. When news
came of the death of the late Miss Archi-
bald, at Couva, the Miss Archibald who
is now going who was a friend of
her’s and  who had  often thought
of the ficld and work, said « her mother
that she felt as i she should go and take up
the work thus laid down, and now in obedi-
ence to the call her response is ‘‘Here am 1
send me.

Mr. Coftin who gues to Couva is a native
of P. E. Island, and finished his studies last
spring at Princeton. He vecently received
a unanimous call to Richmond,. N. B. The
Presbytery of St. John met at Synod, sus-
tained the call and presented it to him.
Though he knew of nothing to prevent he
asked for a time to consider the question,in-
tending, if no further light came to him, to
accept it.  On Monday night he heard Mr.
Morton at Synod, and the impression that
had been for some time upon his mind,
whether he should not offer himself for the
foreign field deepened almost to conviction.
On Tuesday morning he spoke to Mr. Mor-
ton on the subject, but did not decide. Af-
terward he thought he would go home to P.
E. Island, and perhaps consult with friends
and take longer time to consider. With
this intention he went down to the wharf on
Tuesday. intending to go to Charlottetown,
and found that the bout had gone. He re-
turned to the church, received a message
from Mr. Morton and had another conversa-
tion with him, making further inquiry about
the work, and finally offered himself for it.
At ten o'clock in the evening the F. M.
Committee came together to consider the
matter of which some of them had Dbeen
thinking during the day. Careful inquiry
was made on various points from those who
could give information, medical men were
called in to examine and report, and ere the
Synod was ready to.close all had been ar-
ranged and the uppointment made... Several

ints.in the progress of the case:'s€emed so

istinctly the hand of Providence that the

committee feel confident that they have the-

man of God’s own appointment for the
work.

Mr. Simon A. Fraser who has been in
Trinidad will return to Nova Scotia this
autumn to resume his studies.

A lady of St. James congregation, Char-
lottetown, gave Mrs. Morton $50.00 to he
used in forwarding her work among the
Hindu women.

Shelburne is to have a new Presbyterian
Church to replace the old one which was
built in 1804,

On Sabbath, Sept. 27nd, the new Presby-
terian Chureh at River Hebert was formally
opencd for public worship. Rev. James Me-
Lean, of Great Village preached in the morp-
ing, Rev. D. Macgregor, of Amherst in the
afternoon, and Rev. E. M. Dill, of Parsboro

‘in the evening. The church will seat from

330 to 400 people. It is very neatly finished
and will cost with furnishing about $4,800.
The debt is about $2000. Mr. Smith is do-
ing well in this widely scatteredfield and the
energetic Presbyterians of River Hebert
have **had a mind to work.”

THE MEETING OF THE 8YNOD.

Ever since the Union of 1875 our'Syndd
meetings have been l'mited to two days: or
two and a half, the work and interest be-
inyg transferred to the General Assembly.
‘I'his was felt to be an evil as not more than
one eighth of our ministers and preshytetry
elders ever attend the Assembly, which meets
for the most part in the West, making, ab-
tendauce hoth difficult and costty.  This
year for the firat 1ime since the Unioy, the
Synod extended into the second week, meet-
ing vn Thursday evening and closing late at
uight the following Tuesday, and nearly, all
experienced « sense of velicf from pressure
and a calm enjoyment in the prosecution of
the Synod’s work., C el

As Rev. J. M. McLeod, the Moderstor '6f
last year, has rvemoved to Vancouveri' : the
openiny serimon was preached by the éx-Mod-
erator, Rev. E. A. McCurdy, from 1. Tifi.
II1. 15, **That thou mayest kuow how tiiou
oughtest to behave thyself in the houde'éf
God -which is the Church of the living -God,
the pillar and ground of the truth.” =

.ot

The Synod was then constituted,.yi@h
prayer and the [Clerk read the changes in
the Roll during the year, which werg g8
follows :— Co
Deaths.—Abratam MecIatosh, St. Anns,

-March. 10th, a» d A. Ogilvie Brown, ng\p-

Lelton, April 27th. . S
Demissions.—D. B. Blair, J. Ferry, J. A.
F. Sutherland, E. Gillies, A, Biown, Johw
M. McLeod, W. J. Thompson. B
Tyanslations.—A. °S. Stewart’ to Mosa,
Ontario, G. Fisher to Dalhousie, A. Fi:Cavr

.
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to Campbeltin, J. M. Plobinson to Moncton,

Inductione.—W. T, calder, J. W, Mec.
Lennan, John Valentine, J. F. Dustan, W,
H. Ness, Gavin Hamilton, G. Fisher, Joseph
McCoy, A. F. Cuarr, E. Gillies, J. M.
Robinson.

Ordinations. -Roderick McLeod, Andrew
Boyd, John Calder, A. W. Thompssn, W.
R. Muir. A. W. Lewis, W. M. Iraser, D.
Meclntosh, J. W. Crawford, G. A. Leck, J.
F. Smith, (i, amilton, W. J. Fowler, W,
McLcod, . Roberts, W, A. Tuffts, Henry
Dickie, J. M. Lennan. D. Wright, B Mec.
Kenzie. Reception, .James Murray.

New  Congregations.—Little Bras d'Or ;
Blue Mountain and Garden of Edeu ; Brook-
field ; Weldford and Mill Branch.

These changes have their lessons.  The
deaths, demissions, and translations, bid us
work, for soon the Master’s call may lead us
away from present opportunity. The ordin-
ation, inductions, and new congregati-ns,
call for gratitude to God that the church is
growing, and wmore laborers entering the
field. ‘These thoughts were the more deeply
impressed by the ex-Moderator’s closing
words as he recalled some of the incidents in
the history of our church that had taken
place neir this historic spot during the past
hundred years.

Next came the choice. of a Moderator’
which resulted in the appointment of Rev
N. McKay, of Chotham, N. B Of all the
winisters of the Kree Church Synod of Nova
Scotia at the time of the Union in 1860.
Mr, McKay is the «nly one now in charge
of a congregation within vur houuds.  Thus
awiftly do the fathers pass away. In a few
fitting words of thanks he tiwck the chair
and assumed the duties of his office.

Amid all the changes some are spared to
Iabor long. A few ce'ebrate their jubilee,
so few inderdl in the service of our church,
that the Synod did well in unenimously
adopting on motion «f Rev. T. Sedgewick,
seconded by Mr. Scott, the following resolu
tion :

The Synod would unite with his congre-
gation and Presbytery, and with the com-
munity of Truro iv congratulating Dr. Me
Culloch on the attainment of his Jubilee
They rejoice at his presence among them on
this occasion ; they assure him of their con-
fidence and affection and of  their
senze of the great”” service he has ren-
derd  to the church, moie especi-
ally in the origination and: -development of
her Educational and Home Missionary ef-
forts, and they would enrnestly pray for him
that in his case the words of the Psalmist
may receive an abundant fulfilment, “They

that are planted in the house of the Lord
shall flourish in the courts of our God. They
shall still bring forth fruit in old age to show
that the Lord 18 upright, He is my rock
and there is no uurighteousness in Hiw.”

Sympatheti: sorrow for absent members
was deeply felt. Rev. Dr. Macrae, of St.
John, had been on his way to Synod when
the telegeaph brought him tidings of the
sudden «teath of his wife, and then came the
darker and deeper shadow that it was caused
by a pa~kage of poisoned candy sent through
the mail to his address.  Others too were
mourning, Mv. Christic had a few days pre-
viously buried his wife at a ripe aze, while
word had just been received that one of our
young nissionaries Mrs. Macrae had been
called to rest.

The following resolution of condolence,
moved by Dr. Burns and seconded by K.
Mecenenzie, was adopted :

‘‘Reverently recognizing the hand of God
in the afllictions with which certain of our
beloved fathers and brethren have been re.
cently visited, the Synod expresses deep
sympathy with them, and agrees to devote a
portion of ta-morrow forenson’s sederunt to
the remembrarce of them at a throne of
grace.”

On Friday, routine business and items of
more local interest occupied considerable
time, but there was one matter in which our
church as a whole is deeply interested and
to wiich the afternoon was largely devoted,
viz., the Theological College. The subject
came up on this wise. Lust winter owing
to the increasing number of students the ac-
comniodation for lodging them was rather
Limited. The local Committee. to whom the
detuails of n:anagement are lag-ly entrusted,
proposed to the College Board the addition
of & mansard voof to the present building.
The Board felt doubtful as go the wisdom of
spending more money upoh the present pro-
perty, some thinking that it would be better
to dispose of Pine Hill and erect new build-
ings on our own lot near the new Dalhousie
College. The matter was referred to Synod.
After a long and interesting discussion it was
decided that the whole subject be deferred
unti! next meeting of Synod.—the Board be-
ing instructed to keep the matter before it,.
gather all needful information and repurt to
Synod. ' :

Friday evening was devoted to Home Mis-
sions The report which was submitied by
Rev J. MeMillan showed a prasperous year.
Our Synod raised last year for this work,
£5,118 In-.one Piesbytery alome that of
St. John's there are 80 Home Mission sta-
tions, with 1300 families. The losses to our
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church have beean very great from not car.
ing in the past for these districts, many of
which were originally settled by Presbyter-
iang, but through negloct their descendants
have scattered to other denominations or
grown up regardless of veligion. The iu-
creaging interest that the church is now tak
ing in this work in looking «fter her scat-
tered fields ia bearing rich fruit in gathering
the wanderers in.

Rev. James Robertson, superintendent of
Missions in ths North West, addressed the
Synod for an hour on that great Home Mis-
sion Fisld. Helis 2 mantof intense energy.
and imparted to his audience somewbat of
his enthusiasm as he told of the great
door and effectunl that is opened in the
North West. The work is rapidly growing.
The poople are liberal in self support but
need help. and we in the Eastern ssction
havelhitherto done scavcely anythiug to aid.
The whole burdeun has been upon the West,
Mr. Robertson is to visit many of the
chiurches in the Mavitime Provinces in Octo-
ber and November to address meetings and
take collections for this work. ‘The churches
in the United States for a time did not press
their work in the great West as vigorously
as she should have done and the ill results
are seeu to-day. Letour church take a les-
son regarding the great Novth West country’
that has been entrusted to us to -take and
keep for God. Lust summer in the North
West’there were 143 laborers engaged among
the white settlers, and 22’amung the Indiaus

On Saturday the Synod held but a fore"
noon session as many of the ministers had to
go out to preach on Sabbath either for their
own congregation or for others. The prin-
cipal subjects taken up in the morning were

in connection with the ‘*Presbytery of 1'rini-

dad,” the reports on Sabbath observance
and on Systematic Benelicence, and, that of
the Alumni Association,

A naw presbytery was added}to the church
by this Synod, viz. : The Presbytery ot Trini-
dad. Hitherto it has been in u sense a
Presbytery *at large” but now so far as our
own missionaries and ordained ussistauts
are concerned, it is anchored to our church,
and the names of our missionaries are thus
placed on the Syuad roll.

‘The Report on Sibbath observance was
submitted by Rev, T. Cumniing. It referred
in terms of thankfulness to the Sunday ‘le-
gislation passed last winter by the legisla-
ture of Nova Sentia, and recomme nded the
Synod to petition the Houss of Commons for
legislation to prevent the desecratium of the
Lord’s Day. After discussion regarding re
cent legislative and judicial action and the

newer popular forms of Sabbath desecration,
the report with its recommendations was
adopted.

Rev. M. G. Henry submitted the report
on Systematic Beneficonce, aud was able to
repo: t progress. Arrears are becoming less
known. Weekly offering is being more
widely adopted. Ministers are in o number
of cages being paid mounthly and the practice
is on the increaso. The increase in the sup-
port of the schemes of ths church is very
marked. During the year 20 000 copies of
the Synods tract on Systematic Beneficence
were printed and it is being cireulated with
good results.  In the speaking which follow-
ed points that were made specially promin-
ent were the duty of all the ministers setting
apart a tenth for God and the blessing that
follows it, and the great contrast between
the returns of to-day and those of a dozen
years ago, the unworthy wmethods that have
been known sometimes in raising money for
the Lord’s cause. The recommendations
adopted by Synod were in substance the
same as last year, the principle of laying by
in store and giving regularly, that ministers
give due prominence to the scriptural teach-
ing on this subject, and that the youung be
early taught their duty with regawd to giv-
ing.

The Report of the Alumni Association
-was given in by Rev. T. Cumming. A dis-
cussion and resolution followed ou the bene-
fits of the Assvciation, in promoting an
esprit du corps, and of rhe merits of courses
of lectures which the As<ociation has pro-
vided for the students. Our young ministers
were heartily recommended to join the As-
sociation.

On Sabbath the Rev. L. G. MeNeil by
appointment of Synod conducted Divine ser-
vice in the morning and Rev. Mr. Aitken,
of Newcastle,-in the evening, and many of
the members of Synoid enj yed a day of ress
in listening to the gospel mstead of preach-
ing.

Monday gathered tack from various quar-
ters many who had been out for the Sabbath
and a long and vigorous day’s work was ac-
complished, closing up with a grand TForeign
Missionary meeting in the evemring.

After a number of items of business in the
morning the Report of the Ladies’ College
was submitted by Mr. Laing ‘The build-
ings*hiave.cnst in all about $50 000, andstock
has been.tiken to:the amount of about §40,-
000, leaving a considerable sum on mrigage.
The prospects avre very .guod. The attea-
dance is large anil increasing, an:l the re«

ceipts for last year met all expenees and lefc
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a Lalance of 31300 on the right side. Rev,
Johh McMillan, the Synod's” visitor to the
college, spoke highly of its efficiency and of
My, Liaing » valuable services in connection
witl it, Testimony fror different quarters
showed that the popularity of the Coliege is
increaging, that 1t is wortby of the warmest
comnmendution £ the chuich at large. Cau-
tions too were given of the danger of Protes-
tauts sending their girls to such institutions
as convent schools whose aim is tn destroy
the faith-of their Protestant pupils in the
pure gospel and to lead them, if pussible, to
the Church of Rome.

Monday noon had been decided upon as
the time for fixing the next meeting of Sy-
nod, and upon invitation of Rev. J. M. Rob-
insen, in the name of his cougregation, it
was cordially agreed tomeet next year in St,
John's Church, Moncton, on the first Thurs-
day of October, at 7.30 p. m. .

Monday afternoon was largely devoted to
Augmentation, one of the most important
schemes of the church. Rev. E. Smith,
Couvener, submitted the report for the past
year. Lust Synod asked the church for
38006, and its response was $7,966 50. The
tollowing Presbyterics paid more than was
agked of them : Wallace, Picton, Halifax
and Lunenburg and Shelburne. The other
Presbyteries guve less. 154 congregations
gave as much as they wers asked for or
more ; 25 paid in part’; and 9 gave uuthing.
T'wo congregaticus have becoms self sustain-
iny during the year, viz. : Orwell and Lower
Musquodubuit,” The Synod asks the church
for $3000, the same as lugt year, and it is
proposed that afcer this year the expendi-
ture will be limited strictly to the income of
the Fund, that is, that all aid recaiving con-
gregatious will be supplemented up 5o $600,
and after that the amount on hand will be
distributed pro rata until all ace raised to

he $730 ur as nead it as may be attained.

Monday evening was “‘Foreign Mission
night.” After a short statement by the
Conveuer regucding the Fands and the work,
Mi. Mortou spoke for about an hour on the
work in ‘Trinidad. Calm, clear, earnest,
far secing, bis addvess made a deep impres-
sion, and like that of Mr. Robertson’s on
Friday evening, made the Synoil realize that
whxlv( they had o great work at home and in
the I\"rth.west, they had another no less
great and imperative in the Foreign Field,
that they must do the one and not leave.the
other undone. [he substance of Mr. Mor-
ton's'address we give in aitother page and
noed not reviow it further here. Rev’s. Jas,
F. Sinith, W. P, Archibald, Dr. Burns, and
Rfa\'. J‘. D. Murray, of Australia, spoke, and

a resolution was adopted, expressing thanks
to God for the success of our missions, we!-
coming Mr. and Mrs, Morton, tendering
sympathy to Mr. Mucrae,thanking the teach-
ers now coming home,recording appieciation
of the services of Mr. Cropper in St. Lucia,
and commending all to the care and Jove of
God. Thus cune to its close the best For-
eign missionary meeting the Synod has had
for yeare.

The morning and afternoon sederunts of
Tuesduay were taken up by a lively discus-
sion on‘the perennial Jesuit question. We
need not dwell u})on the speakers or the
speaking. Speeches, except by movers of
motions were limited to  ten minutes, and
thus necessarly condensed  Men had to
sy their sav without munecessary rhetoric
andstop. The diebate was conducted with
great spiritand interest, some thinking it
was too late to say or do anything now,
others thinking that a protest against wrong
doing should be made even though the
wrong is done, and as a means, however
small; of preventing like future wrongs.
The motion of Dr.Burns, who introduced the
digcussion, wasfinally past by alaree majority.
It expresses emphatic condemmation of the
incorporation of the Jesuits’ Estates’ Act and
wppoints o committee to watch over this
matter and take such steps as may be deem-
ed advisable in line with the action of the
Assernbly.

Tuesday evening, the last sederunt of the
Synod, was & busy and prolonged one, the
keystane o’ the nicht being reached ere the
closing hymn was sung and farewells
spoken.

The first part of the evening was oceu-
pied with the report on Sabbath Schools
submitted by Rev, T. C. Juck. Messrs. J.
Sinclair and Rogers spoke of the qualifica-
tion and work of teachers,—Rev. J. Me-
Millan, of teachers’ meetings, and how to
conduct them,~-Rev. ‘I'. Fotheringham, pre-
sented the Assembly’s Scheme for Higher
Instruction,—Mr. J. S. Smith of Halifax,
and Rev. J Forbes spoke of the Society of
Christian Endeavor, warmly commendin;
it to our congregations. Dr. McCulloch and
and Mr. Coftin emphasized the importance
of attention to S. S. Libraries, and Rev. J.
Anderson the S. S. service .of praise, espe-
cially the -value of the Tonic-sol-fa system of
notation as an aid to the young in learning
to'sing.

Rev. N. McKay submitted the report of
the Comunittee on Temperance sgeaking very
hopefully of the change for the better. The
chief agency producing the change is the
faithful preaching of the gospel. The Scott
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Act hus dono much good and the sentiment
of the people is largely in favor so prohibi-
tion. The report with its recommendations
was adopted,

A resolution moved by Dr. Burns was
udopted at this stage cordially recommend-
ing the Synod’s Historical Society to our
Ministers and people.

The report of the Aged and _Infirm Minis-
ter's Fund was submitted by Rev E. Grant,
convener.  ‘Total receipts, $3,6190.  Ex-
penditure, $2,683. Bulance, §835.47. 1Y
congregations uided. 97 gave no help. 114
ministers paid rates. 73 gave no rates.
$2,850 will be required this year for annui-
ties. Inall we will need over $3000. It ‘is
proposed to pay annuitants a little more if
possible.  We have 16 annutants, but oth-
e¢rs are now ceming on.  The importance of
connecting themselves with the Fund can-
not be too strongly urged upon our young
ministers. It costs a mere trifle.  And con-
gregations should ull make a small contribu-
tion to it.

The Report on the State of Religion was
presentedI;)y Rev. Join Murrwy. So far as
he had received reports, from 8 presbyteries
and 117 congregations, the progress gives
good cause ffor cheer, One point insisted
upon in the report is the necessity fgr ob-
serving fomily worship und for family re-
ligion as the foundation o1 all church life.
Dr. Murray and Mr. Baird spoke on the re-
commendations which oun their motion were
adopted.

A statement was made by Dr. Patterson
of the conditionjof the Widows’and Orphans'’
Fund showing that the widows now receiv-
ing aid from the Fund are 19, orphaus, 18

And now asthe Synod’s work come to o
close an agreeable gurprise was given to
those who had patiently remained until the
end. Tne _Foreign Mission Committee
which had been laboring diligently all the
evening to bring its plans to wmaturity suc-
ceeded in doing so just as the work of the
session was done, und then led to the plat-
form and introduced to the Synod that for
which they had so long sought, and hoped,
and prayed, o “missionary for Couva,” Mr.
Fulton Johnson Coffin.—1t seemed as though
the name were prophetic, as if the mantle
as well as the name of the martyr-missionary,
Samuel Fulton Johnson, of béloved memory,
hed fallen upon him. Heartily the Synod

chicered tha glad surprise, and,.led by thé.

moderator joived in & fervent prayer. of
thanksgiving to God for thus leading. unex-
" pectedly by o way we had not previously
‘known, and sobronght us to.a much desired
haven.

Resolutions of thanks were then pissed to
the minister and managers of Prince” Streot
Church, to the people of Pictou for warm
hospitality, to the Y. M. C. A., to railway
and stewmboat lines, and to the press. The
Moderator briefly addressed the Synod, and
then adjonrned it to mect again at Moncton,
on the first Thursday of October, 1890, at
7.30 p m,

The grand old 122 pselm was sung, con-
cluding meer was offered by Dr. MeCul-
loch, and the henedicton was pronounced by
the moderator at 12 o’clock, ‘midnight, and
80 we went our ways.

Bulwer suys that poverty is only an idea
in nine cases out of ten, and we belicve it is
s0. Some men with ten thousand dollars
year suffer move from want of means than
others with three hundred. The reason is
the richer man has artifical wants., His in-
come is ten thousand dollars, and, by habit,
he spends twelve or fifteen thousand, and
suffers from Leing dunned for unpaid debts
to kill a sensitive man, A man who earns
a dollar a day, and does not run into debt,
is the happicer ef the two, There ave people,
of conrse, who are wealthy and enjoy their
wealth, but there are thousands upon thous-
ands who do not  kumow &' mom-
ents peace, as it were, because they live
above their means, —Sel,

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE W. I M. S.

On the 26th of September, the V¥ F M.
Socievy, Eastern Section, met in Charlotte-
town.  Eijghty-five delegates were present,
fiud the meeting continued in scssii);’l for two

2y8,

The report of the Pictou Pﬁé,%'l)'yterinl
showed a membership of Y95, in 24 guxjliur-
ies, 4 mission bands und life members, with
o total income for the past year of $1,330.57.

Halifox Presbyterialveported amembership
of 1200 in 26 auxiliaries and 13 mission
bands, with a revenue of §1149. Lo

From Truro Presbyterial was yeported a
membership of 670 members innuxiliuries and
mission bands, with an income of $909 . for
the year. Besides these are the auxiliaries in
other Presbyterics making the whole .mem-
bership of the socicty about 4000, in 90
auxiliaries and 35 mission bands with a total
income for the year of over $5000.,...Two
new Presbyte.ials onein each of the Presby-

-teties of Cape Breton have been.formedtdur-

§ngdt]1fé year, and six new auxilisrigs.orgau-
ized, o ;",‘ . soad Ve,
A subject which liad-been remittedfer con-
sideration hy the General  Assembly, .viz. :
Whzcher the Society should nid the Home

e et e LD
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Mission work as well, was fully discussed,
and the almost unanimous sentiment was
that while there should be an incrensed in-
terest in Home Mission work this Societv
should continue to devote its encrgies to the
Toreign Field.

In addition to the sums already pledged,
the Society voted, subject to the approval
of the . M. Committee, $100 to Mrs. Mor-
ton for u Bible woman ; 8240 for St. Lucia,
for u second teacher ; $400 for a church at
Arima, and $300 for a teacher for My, Laird
in his work among the Indians ot the North
Waest.

The officers of last year were for the most
part re-elected and the Society adjourned to
meet, on the invitation of the President,
Mrs. Burns, in Fort Massey Church, Hali-
fax, next year.

Rev. E. Smith, representing the F. M.
Committee, spoke at the evening mecting,
while the presence of Mr. and Mrs. Morton,
aud Mrs Iwart, the much esteemed presi-
dent of the W. . M. 8. Western Section
gave added interest to what was in all re-
spects a most successful and inspiring meet-
1N e
Ii\’ith Mr. and Mrs. Morton many of our
people are happily acquainted, and have lis-
tened to them with unmingled delight, but
Mrs. Ewart was almost a total stranger in
the Eastern Section.  To many she will be
such no longer, and with those who met
her, the memory of the geotle presence
earnest words and wise counsels of this veri-
table mother in Israel will long remain.

DEATH OF MRS. MACRAE.

Death has visited our Mission field. Mus.
Macrae, of Princetown, fell asleep on Sab-
bath, Sept. 8, and was buried the following
day. It is but three yearssince she and her
husband left, full of life and hope for their
chosen work in Trinidad in which they were
so richly blessed. Tor some time she had
been prostrated by plenrisy, but seemed to
be improving. Good hopes were entertained
of her recovery, hut these have not been re-
alized.

Mrs. Macrae was a native of Truro, but
much of her carly life was spent in Dart-
month, in the care of that well known and
estimable christian lady, Mrs. Kelly. She
was well fitted both by matural gifts and
acquired attaimments for the important
work to which she was called, and from
which she could seemingly ill be spared, but
the Lord’s ways are not our ways. -

Mr. Grant writes as follows :

San Fernando; Sep. 6, 18S9.
Dear Mr. Morrison :

The mail leaves to-morrow for New York.

1 must write and what shall Isay?

You have probably heard from Mr. Mac.
rae since he returned from Gasparee* on the
24th August. Mrs. Macrae took ill there.
She left home with a cough which gave how-
ever no concern. I went down with them
on Monday, Aug. 5th, and returned alone on
Saturday, the 10th. She was very well
during my stay. She was attacked with
pleurisy on the 21st. Dr. Knaggs visited
and advised them to get home. .Qn the 25th
the day after their recurn there was prema-
ture confinement of o still born ¢hild. The
pleurisy continued, and all that medical
skill conld do wus done.

On Wednesday, Sept. 4th I was there.
Though ill there were no serious apprehen-
sions?)y Mr. Macrae or by Miss Semple,
who has been asa sister to her. Las cvening
we got alarming news, and Mrs, Grant and I
went off at once.  She had rallied, appeared
comfortable, and we returned a little before
micnight. Intelligénce this morning gives
little hope, but we wait in hope. It may bhe
that the Lord will interpose and raise up
one who is highly esteemed by all your
agents. '

Tuesday, Sept. 10th.

Mrs. Macrae died Subbath night at 10.40.
Her funeral, which was at four yesterday,
was largely attended by sympathizing
friends. 1t was very touching as we
passed the Anglican church to find her bell
expressing the sympathy and sorrow of that
communion.

Thus wave after wave passes over us, but
it is the Lord. Some of us however have
been mercifully sparved for a long tiwe, let
not then candidates be disheartened. Mrs.
Macrac felt very keenly the death of Dr.
Macknights daughter, but now she has fol-
lowed, one amid#ropical heat the other
in the more bracing atmosphere ef a higher
latitude. We need recruits, hasten then to
the front. Let us not'be faint-hearted.

Yours very truly,
K. J. Graxr.

ME. MORTON'S ADDRESS AT SYNOD.

On Friday night you were taken by Dr.
Rabertson to the North West, where nis-
sionaries sometimes sleep unhavined amid
the snow. I am to take you to sunny Trini-
dad where the temperature neverfalls below
63 °on winter nights. He told you of wheat
in the'fields, and gold and silver in the
mines. Trinidad is a land of sugar, cacao,
cocoa nuts, asphalt, and I am sorry to say,
rum,

A seasido resort where the missionaries
sometimes go for a few days change anad rest.
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It would be quite easy hy « selection of
facts. without telling a single fib, 10 paint
Téinidad either as a paradise, or as a prizon.
Here aie shme ot the items in the bright
picture, 70,000 tous of sugar, wuch of it
vaccum pan crystals ; 18 mi.lion pounds of
cacoa beans, scme of itthe best in the world’s
market ; an inexhau-tible Jake of pitch, pro-
ducing a revenue of £20,000 sterhing per an-
num ; turtle as cheap 8 beef ; Lananas to
tempt ' n epicure, at four for & cent; oys
ters growing on the trees, not a traveller's
story either, but a solid fact; yams 40 lbs.
each, with pine apples and orunges thrown
in, That is the bright picture. The dark
‘oue would tell of snakes, 15 fect long. (I
have seen 1ne tu-h) of scorpions in ones
‘slippers, and centipedes in one’s bed; we
had cases of both; 0 beef that obatinatily
refuses to be cate s, of turtles that are sel-
‘dom caught and of. appetities that 'refuse
turtle ; of water that tustes as if it had
stood for a time n the sun, of noice to
cool such: water, or no mouey to pay for ice.
Now both pictures.are false. . Trinidud like
- the North West and Novi Ncotia, is a toler-
-able place to live in, neither a paradise unor
& prison, o ’
Our chief ¢ ncern however is with “the
- people rather than the place, for the men
are greater than-the cane fields they cnlti-
“vate, and all this but a prelude,

Since I last had the pleasuie of addréssing
you six years ago, sevetal of our missiona-
ries have fallen on sleep. The workers die,
bub the work liveson. We dry our tears

~for the recent dead to plead with the living
on behalf of that work,

What I have to say will, I trust, empka-
size three things, the importance of the
work, the encouraging nature of it, the pres-
sent pressing call to gather up our energies
and go forward. ’

When we landed in Trinidad 22 years ago,
we were sent to 25,000 Hindus. These have
increased to 60,000, and still the living
stream flows in at the rate of 2,500 each
year, with a sinaller stream of 500 retarning
to the shores of India. Here are surely
numbers enough to work upen.  Aiways in
heat and oft iu weariness y« ur servants have
toiled on, and God who gi:eth the increase,
hath permitted them t, come again briuging
their sheaves with them.

Including St. Lucia over 300 were baptiz-
ed last year. The communivn roll numbers

382. Over 2000 childrenarc now. Feceiving }.

both secular and religious instruction, Two
native ministers and catechists are employed
in teaching their countrymen. In 1888 the
converts contributed over $1900 or nealy
$5:60 per communicant. Proprietors of
estates contributed over $3500, the Colonial

7

government fur educatien over $4600, which
with dunations, made the total amount con-
tributed in Trinidad over $11,000, against
$9,300 séut from Cunada, ‘These tigures im-
ply wuch.

Take the question of schuols. The gov-
ernment had a system of purely sceular in-
struction, hke that in Ireland.  Song years
ufter we went to Trinidad this system was
+upplemented by what is known as assisted
schiouly, that is schuots vpened by churches,
societies, or individuals,to which the gorvern-
ment granted aid in. proportion to results
und under tixed regulations which providei
for four hours secular imstruction. It is
privcipally under this system that our
schouly receive aid from government. Of
late years sume who weve not couteut wish
the uid thus received have endeavoured to
break down the government, or ward,
schouls a8 they ave called in ‘Frinidad and to
substitute therefor a System of church or de-
nominational schools. They suvught to pose
as the advocates of religious scheols, in op-
‘porition to secular or what they called un-
godly schools, ‘T'his is a misstatement of the
isgue. We believe most strengly in .the re-
ligious instruction of the young. We would
most gladly have all the schouls +pened and
closed with prayer aud the Bible read in
them, but our 6ppunents will not even agree
to have the school opened with the Lord’s
prayer or the ten commandments taught in
is.  What they want is really se~tarian and
separate schools, government money with
vely little government coatio!, children,
our future ciiizens, classified in our schools
not according to their educational require-
ments, but according to the religious deno-
mination f their purents. Under such a
system, effective aud graded schools become
impossible. Now your missionaries have all
aleng worked toward the government sys-
ten., which is secular but "allows religious
instruction to be given by ministers of re-
ligion, or their representatives at the close
of the schuol, subject of course to a con-
science clause. For a year or mure the bat-
tle has beeu hot. But the last news indi-
cates that the government system will be
maintained on unsectarian lines, The whole
discussion has brought the school woik of
this church into prominence and led the
government to {eel and admit its responsibil:
ity in the matter of educating the children

f Indian immigrants,

Another matter coming up for considera-
tion is a proposal to make attendance at
school ubligatory from 5 to say 11 or 12
years of age, or till pupils bave passed the
IV. standard. Also that so far as atten-
dance is obligatory the sshools shall be free.
If these two points are gait & we shall re-
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joico: +For sheir purents and planters will
drivesthe children to school that th - may
passrthe necessary standard and be permit:
ted.to go to work.

.For infants who make 200 attendances in a
yeuar, if taught in a separate room, we get
33:60.po: anuun from the government. If
in the same room, $2.40. For all who pass
a standard higher than they had attained
before,-we get $6.00 per annum. Some
spevial grants have also been mide to us to
provide for =pecial cises, so that this year
wé hupe to earn nearly $6000 from govern-
ment, which is prepared more and more to
provide tor the secular instruction of the
Hindu chuldren. This in-ieed is, for the fu-
ture, assured either through your missiou
schools orat the hands of the government.

Local interest in the work has been secured.

and iz yearly ceep-ning. The imp.rtauce
of these Indian immigrants to Trinidul is
now-fecoguized by the government aud by

the.people generally to an extent iv never

waswbetore.

{\When sugar fell below $2.00 per cwt., and
the.coolest heads 12 that hot couutry were
dismK§ed at the hopeless prospect, our East
Tagisns accepted reduced wages and partial
lossdf work with commendahle patience.
Theyturned to the cocoa estates where they
aveddsgined to do good work in the future.
Theyihave flowe { into the mterior and set-
tlediso:that if we had the Eoglish franchise
3000 of them would have votes. Guided by
British skill, they have, toa larze extent,
made, and in the lace sugar crisis, saved,
‘Iibidad.

Tne§ nre appreciated more than they ever
were. ‘They arenuderatood better, and they
feel more at home.  That your mssion has
conttibuted its share to this happy result is
generally admitted : and in cousequence the
wnfluence and importunce of the work are
manifestly increasing.

Lat.ne here say unce for all that while
Triuid«d has greatly benefited by her Indim
Immigrants, these Immigrants owe very
much: to Trinidad.  Tney come, in most
cages, without a rupee,

In. 1887 the: had deposited in  the
Government Savings Bank £49,254 sty, and
remitted to sheir friends in India £2000.
And those who retuened t» India in that
yoar took with him £12,065 stg. in bills and
specie, hesides gold and silver ornameuts
which they were wearing, to the value of
£1000 more.

Men converted in Central India are Cate:
chists in Trinidad, Men and wowmen con-
verted in Tvinidad are living and preaching
the gospel at Necemuch and Calcutta and
various places between. India furnishes onr
language and our literature, We are part
of a great people, 100 millious of whom
epeak the sume tongue.

That the people give so liberally and are
o willing to take part in Caristian work is
another ground for encouragement. I am
deeply interested in Home Missions and
wi uld rejoice to see much more done both in
the North West and in New Brunswick.
But the heathen are much wore to be pitied
than men at home, who have the Bible, the
catechisin, the Psalm book, and a Christian

| training to begin with. They could aud

ought to have met in families an.l in bnds,
and formed their own church, though dwell-
ing solitarily in the wood. Our converts are
¢owng this. Oae man for instance far away
from aby roissionary, is the chief spiritual
s uide of some 35 christians, and missionary
to twice as mny heathens. Another, coa-
verted in India, has § large settlement to
work for. Surely well trained members and
elders at home might in this imitate our
converted Hindus with advhfitage., "~ °

What has been done in 8t. Lucia by’ ns-
tive workers under the direction of Mr. Jas.
B. Croppershows what may be done if only
we honestly take up the work that God sets
before us.

Missionaries spend Satarday forenoons in
training the native agents. This work is ex-
tremnely important. Young lads are employ-
ed as monitors at salaries ranging from one
to three dollars per month. Theirr werk is
to aid in getting ia the children and in
teaching them the ficst and second Scandards.
‘These grow up to assistant teachers in the
larger schools, and ultimately teachers. Any
missionry may e nploy a promising convert
as a catechist, if his estimute will bear the
cost. These are trained for their work and
if suceessful are placed on the permanent
list by the Missiou Council. The best of
these catechists are the material out of which
a native ministry should be trained. This
is now our most pressing duty.

Our work is important and encouragiag.
The future is bright with hope and weighty
with respousibility. ‘The evaungelization of
this peovle is your work, if you rise to the

eall of duty «nd the demands of the occasion.

This implies both industry ! From Port of Spain to the Pitch Lake, that

and,-thrift in the prople, and valuable op- | is, the must populous part of the Island, is

portunities of exercising them in the coun-
try.

We inast never lose sight of the relation
of ourwork in India.  India comes to the
American shores tu lure us to mission work.

cccupied by our mvssion, excepta gap be-
tween the Tuuapuna and Couva Districts.
(That gap may yet perhaps be closed up.)
Befure us lies a goodly inheritance to pnssess
for Christ. The time has come to define the
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issue we are niming «t in Trinidad. Sime
gond hus heen done. Are we jusc 10 go un
doiny some wore goad within nore or less
cirenmycribed limtts—using leaven dispro-
portiuned to the meal with results that are
disppuinting?  With the vacancy as Couva
filled up, present means and efforis are ade-
quate to such a re=ult. 1f however, we are
tully to possess this people- if we are 10
drive out heathenism tnstewd «f sharin the
land with it, these present meaus and elfurts
are inadequate. Let us say distinctly whe

ther we take up this wider and nobler aim,
and if we o, let us summon up resolution to
face it with large-hearted Christian enter-
prise. To evangelize the Hivdns of Triui-
dad, so far as mau's part 18 conceined, 18
surely not beyousd the strength «f the church.
We ure, I believe, called in Providence to-
this, and it is & splendid oppurtunity, Let
us ot halt after a good beginning, but seize
the occasion and press o the victory.

As a step towards this we have asked the
Foreign Mission Committee 10 give us & fifth
missionary for Trinidad, that arrangements:
may be made for effsctively training native
pastors,and catechisfs. The committee have
agreed to dg,so, a8 soou as practicable, These
cautious men (gnd-gome of them are perhaps
cautions to excess) considered the matter.
laid it on the tavle, slept and prayed over it,
then endorsed it anauvimously. They dare
not go back. They could not stand still.
They decided to g forward. Fathers and
Brethren, who among you, heing in their
pluce, would have done otherwise. Only
your older missionaries are able to train the
pative pastors. ‘The burden ou them now is
almost more than they can carry, To drifs
on is to wear out the time and miss the op-
portunity-—to save in the spring and Jose 1
the harvest—to let the flood-tide pass v ithout
launching the =hip, Fhis is surely not to be
dreamed vi. Duty and enterprise alike for-
bid is

With your cordial support the means ne-
cessary will doubtless be provided.  For the
agents we must pray to G wl and look to the
sons and dughters of our chireh both here
and in Trimdad.  Parents and friends and
congregatious muat hold themselves ready to
give up their lovel ones when the call of God
comes. The best men are wanted and a
%:ood man fur the work s worth untold gold

he danger wnust not be magnified and craven
fears encouraged. We lend our sons to bat:
tle and erect moveinents to our Parkers and
Welsfurds when they fall and hush our
children around the winter’s fireside with
tales of their bravery. To reap the haivest
of the sea we man our flects though every
year brings its tale of cruel sufferings and
Wwatery graves, and all this is heroic. But

when men and women fall in reaping the hat-
vest of sonls 1t ix too often considered waste.
This will never do. Soldiers press on to vie-
tory, over the dead bodies of their comrades
sure of & nation's applause. Let the church
then rejoice when her best and bravest leave
her howe entrenchments to scule the encraiey’
ramparts.  \Vhen the sall of God comes: to
one of your most prowising young wew let
1o tews be shed for him.  Send hun to ‘the
battle field with an anthem, and if he fulis
there send unother tc fill his place.  What
are a few lonely graves to weep abemt if
God be slorfied and the heathen be redeem-
ed. Wemustall die once and sumewhere.
When and where matters little, if cnly our
work be done. There 1s an_enrnest caib dov
three men from Canada. Will not someione,
moved by the spirit of God and hedged in
by His Providence, ray with 1ipencd resolu-
tion *:Here am I, send me.”

In sailing Jown the East River lately theve.
were.times when but little water-way was.
visible. The way wus however never clased s
but opened up as we advanced and at led}{th
stretched away in a long reach to Rictouyl
where we arrived as nivht clo ed in. »Zhus!
in Trinidad we have often felt our wiy'
where we could not see far ahead., Now'
however, we scem to be able to look down.a’
leng reach out mto a large and safe place:;
and we propose to trim our fires and . dader’:
a full head of steam press earnestly forwatd'
before the night comes on. v

LAt e

THE RELATION OF CHILDREN IO+
'HE CHURCH AND THEIR.
MUTUAL DUTIES. o

A et
A PAPER READ AT THE HALIFAX PR!-'.SB\'TH!;Y’S
§. SCHOOL CONFERENCE AT STEWIACKE,
BY REV. ADAM GUNN.

.

There has been an idea prevalent. and 1
do not know if it has died cut altogether
yet, that children are to grow up straugers
to God. and, after they have come to years
of maturity to he converted during arevival
of veligion or under the preachiug of the
Word, ‘Chere is nw foundation for such an
idea in the scriptures, The children of
christian parents are included in God’s cov-
enant with their parents, for the Apostlé
Peter says, ‘“T'he promse is unto you-and
vour children,” and the Apostle Paul says,
“The unbelieving husband is sanctified by
the wife, and the unhelievug wife is satiébi-
fied by the husband, else were your children
un Jean, but now are they holy. This re
lation exists by birth. It is not made by
baptism, but baptism acknowledges it and
formally enrolls and copuects the child"with

the visible church, and yet is it not & sad
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fact that with all our teaching so many of
the young, young tmen more especially, are
not in full communion with the church, aund
do not consider themsalves christians and we
require to have recourse to evangelistic ser-
vices to bring them in, when the sctipture
1dea is that they should grow up in the
church. [f the church dischaiged her duty
faithfully. and by the church I mean the
fa.nily, the Sabbath School, and the pulpit,
there would be hope that the children would
grow up to serve the Lord fiom their infancy,
that there would be no time of which they
were conscious in which theydid unot love the
Lord, The object of onr teaching then
shonld be not to have the child store up
truths in his memory for future use, but for
present use, thati the child may now love
and gerve God. The Divine injunctien ‘is,
“‘bring them up,” not for future conversion,
hut “‘in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord,” *‘“Crain up a’'child in the way he
should go.” Tt is nut merely in the way in
which he should go when heis old, but in
the way in which he should now go. The
true idea of christian traming is that the
child should grow up & christian, and never
know himself as being otherwise. I have
no sympathy with the doc¢trine that deuies
original sin, and asserts that christian nur-
ture is educating the gond that- is in the
child. Tle scriptures plainly teach the ex-
istence of original sin, the corruption of the
huwman nature, yet is it not more lik \ly that
the evil can be overcome when the child is
young than when confirmed by years of sin-
ful habits? Aund is he not more susceptible
to faith when yourg than after he comes to
riper years ? A child way not be able to un-
derstand the philosophy of religion, but
doctriues that he caunot intellectually re-
ceive he may practise. ‘There may be love,
faith aud repentance in the child’s life before
he can comprehend what is meant by those
terms.

Infancy and childhond are the ages most
susceptible to good. It isa pernicious idea
that the child must first grow up in the
wrong of sin and afternwards be couverted
to God, that there must be first a season
of disobedience before there is obedience, a
time of hatred before there is love. It is
true that chuld is born in sin and mast re-
ceive a new heart, but God can give that
new heart in infancy s well as in riper
years. The Spirit can work as well on the
soul of the child as on that of the adult.
Children through their mother’s teaching
nave learned to love their absent father
whom they never saw, atan age so early that
they were never couscious of a time in which
they did not love their father, and is it not
possible so to present Jesus to the littie ones

in his matchless love, dying in our room and
stead thet their hearts will be drawn to Him
at a similar early age? .

The way in which Alexaunder the Great
attained such a powerful army with which
conquered the world was by having children
born and brought up in the camp, whereby
they become so well acquainted and exercis-
ed into weapouns from their infancy, thatthey
looked for nothing elee but to fight,, and if
this werla is ever to be won for Christ the
children must be brought up to serve the
Lord, or in the words of scripture, brought
up in the nurture and admonition of tie
Lord. Whilst it is the church’s duty to
make conquests from the world, by going to
the highvays and hedges and compelling
men to come in, yet -‘we must never forget
that if the chwich is to thrive it must be
more especially by growth from within.
Oar Dominion and the neighouring Republic

‘are greatly increased from-year tv year by

immigration, but'a natiou’s chief dependence
for growth ought to be from its own house-
holds, so with the church. Aad Wwhen chil-
dren are-thus trained for the Lord from ta-
fancy we ‘may expect higher-types of chris-
tian character than when converted after
coming to manhood. ‘Chen‘there will be a
peopls educated to all good enterprises, and
1t i8 then that we may expect the kingdoms
of this world to' become the Kingdom of our
Lord and His Christ.

This is nothing new. Chlldren have been so
trained. Of Samuel, it is said “He minister-
ed unto the Lord being 2 child.” Jeremiah
and John the Baptist were sanctified from
their birth. Timothy from =a child had
known the Holy Scriptures. Polycarp,
Justm Martyr, Richard Baxter, Matthew
Henry, Isaac Watts, President Edwards and
many of the most emiunent christians that
ever lived began to serve God early in life ;
some of them never knew the time when
they did not love the Lord.

Let us teach the children now to trast in
Christ and seek to have them grow up in
Him. It is hardly necessmy that I should
say here that the children ought to attend
the preaching service  The Sabbath School
was never intended to supersede the pulpit ;
and if it is necessary that they should be ab
gent from one of the services I would say,
let it be the Sibbath School, but they may
attend both, and as you farmers pnt the
hay'in the rick low enough for the lambs to
reach it, so our preaching ought not to be
beyond the unde-standing of the children.
Itis true that sometimes they are restless
and may nnt be able to sit still like older
people, but that is no reason why they
should be left at home, and even although
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iestless we are not to infer from that, that
they give no heed to what is said.

Mr. Hammoud the *‘children’s evangelist”
télls of a little boy who_was severely censur
ed by his father on returning from church
fot inattention during service. Theboy per-
sisted in declaring that he beard all the
preacher said.  fis father would not be-
lieve him, accugsing bim of loaking more at
the rafters than at the preacher. *‘But. fath-
er, T did hear all the preacher said and I can
tell it to you.”

He then began and astonished his father
by giving the text, the heads of the sermon |
and much that was in it.

“J declare,” suid the father, “‘you did hear
the sermon.” '

1 told you I did, father ; and now I can
tell you exactly how many rafrers there are
in the roof, for I counted every one of them
during the service.”

Often in my pastoral visitations I ask the
children about the sermon of the previous
Sabbath, and whilst there are some who can
tell nothing of it there are others who can
give raore of it than many adults can,

Whilst T wonld urge no one to come to the
Lord’s Table, yet when children give evi-
dence of having a knowledge of the way of
Salvation and of exercising faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ, if they desire to come they
sbould not Le hindered, but rather encowrag
ed. The fold of Christ is for the protection
of the young in Christ as well a3 pasture
ground for those of mature age. The little
babe needs the anxious care of a mother and
so should thechildren have all the protection
that church fellowship can give them. Spur-
geon who receives many children into his
church says, that whilst often he bas tu dis-
cipline those received in adult age, it is eel-
dom that he has to discipline one that he re-
ceives in childhood.

The youngest person I think that ever I
reeeived into churcn communion has been
studying for the last few years witha view
of labouring as a missionevy in China. An-
other I received when yonng, his mother ex-
pressing fear that he did not understand
what he « as doing, has now for some years

consistent members of my church. When
children are in full communion with the
church we are not to expect them to act as
old people. Religion:does not limit nor sur-
press the plays of childhood. It does not
forbid healthful recreation or innocent sport.
I heard an elderly person say of a boy who
was in church fellowship.

“*He is a fine boy dut he is so full of play.”
So he ought to be.

None ought to be happier than he.  Was
it not predicted as a happy time for Jerusa-

lewn when *‘the streets of the city shall be full
of boys aud girls playing in the streets there-
of.” Let us pray more enrnestly and lubour
wore diligently for the children expecting
them to receive the wew heart in emly in.
?a.sni'y and it wiil be unto us according to our
aith.

2ow FPebrides.
LETTER FROM MRS. ANNAND.

The W. T M. S. bave published in the
Witness the fullowing interesting note from

iMrs. Annai.d from her far away home in
the South Seas:

Our house has quite a home look about it;
each room has something in it to remind us
of dear friends far away many of whom we
shall never likly meet on earth again. We
are both well and busy all the time at some-
thing Our work among the people is mov-
ing aleng very slowly : it requires much
patience aud waiting. A number of the
men and hoys attend church and school, but
the women are not allowed to come yet.
Oue of our chiefs is seldom away from church
either morning or afterncon, and he has com.
menced to attend school lately. ‘I'he other
chief will not enter the building, though he
says that the worship is good, but that he is
ot accustomed to it.

We ‘feel much for the poor women and
girls ; they are such poor degraded slaves,
and aie beaten some times fearfully by their
enraged husbands for very slight offences.
Mr. Aunand has interfered in tw 0 cases ; one
was on our premises. It isso little we can
do for them yet.

We were quite touched by the conduct of
the men and boys about a month age, the
day that they dug their new yam. In the

; afternoon the little boy who furmerly owned

the land our house is on, with bis old grand-
mother carrying svme yam and cocoanuts,
which, he said, wasa present for us. Then
just before tea Isaw the two chiefs and
others coming along, cach bringing yam.
‘The chiefs first put theirs down by our door,
and every mun and boy in this village, ex-
cept two men who uie too lame to ccme,
brought some yam, even the two youngest
hoys, wec tots, brought a small yam each.
We bad over two hundred weight of yam.
After they had laid it down they all sat
down to have a chat and show their friend-
liness.  After a little the chief said, ¢ Mis.
si, is it your time to eat, go and we will
-git here,” . So they waited. After tea Mr.
Annand went and. chatted with them till
nearly dark. Lost year the two chiefs and
a few of the head men brought us presents
of yam,
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Dear friends, pray that the Lord may
goon open the durkened minds of these poor
people! They seem to be quite proud of
their missionury, and say that he is to abide
perindnently among them, As yet, however,
all they wish us here for, is that they may
obtain from us such things as they desive.
The truth has apparently produced but lit-
tle effect upon them thus far. They come
to service and listen attentively to what s
said, but they never scein to allow it to in-
fluenco their conduct much. Such a thing
a8 giving up their old heathen customs does
not appear to cuter their heads at all. How-
over, when we cousider their degradation we
should not be surprised at that. We lnbor
in faith that bye an:d bye the seed now being
sown will sprout and grow; in fact it may
now be germinating, and may soon appear as
the tender blade. We must not expect
fruit before the sowing has been well oone.

Yours sincerely
M. A. Ax>axp.

A MISSIONARY TOUR IN ERRO-
MANGA., No. L

BY REV. A, H. MCDONALD, MISSIONARY OF THE
VICTORIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN
MALIKULA,

For the Maritine.

Many of your readers will have heard of
this islaud and will remember that on this
land valuable lives have been Jost. Tifty
years ago John Williaws landed along with
his companion Mr., Harris, and owing to scine
misunderstanding  they were murdered.

Siuce then the Rev. G. N, Gordon, Mrs,
Gordon and the Rev. J. D. Gorden have
heen martyred on this island.  As you come
into Dillon’s Bay you long to get on shore
and see the spots hallowed by the martyr's
blood. Now what a contrast there is. To-
day you may go over the whole island and
nnless you wrong the natives your hfe will
be safe and you will be treated with respect.

In 1872,three months after Mr, JJ. D. Gor.
don’s death, Mr. Robertson with his wife
landed at Dillon’s Bay. Yor many years
great caution had to be exercised, and now
the missionary and his wife have reason to
be thankful to God for the steady progress
that the natives have made. Que of the first
people introduced to me was Numponari,
the youngest son of the wmurderer of John
Williams; one son is a very succcssful.tench.
er, besides being tne head chief in-the island,
whilst another one is the teacher of Dillon’s
Bay infeut school. . The eldest son still
clings to the old heathen superstition, but he
gives signs now of a change coming over

him, To illustrate the changethat has come
over the people of this island, 3000 pounds
of arrowroot weresentaway last year to pay
for hymn booksand testaments. Mr. Rob-
ertscn promised to take me with him when
he went on his trip round the island, but we
were unable to start till Thursday.

We were hesitating whether to go or to
weit for a while, for if po:sible we intended
to visit the heathen part of the.island called
Unepanga.  On Wednesday night Mr., Rob-
ertson decidel we should go, and e on
Thursday afternoon at two o’clock, Mr,
Robertsun and mnyself set out on our jour-
ney. We had abundance of people to carry
our things,for the mission natives turned out
in great force to accompany the missionaries
on their tour so that no danger should befall
us 1f they could prevent it.

After saying farewe!l to Mrs. Robertson
and Annie, we set off for the river, and hav-
ing crossed over we immediately commonced
to ascend. The ascent is very steep, in fact
it was like climbing up a ladder for over
1000 feet.

We had many places, where we stopped in
our upward journey to view the scenery, for
it was well worth stopping to look at even if
that were the only reason. ‘F'he creek, dig-
nified by the name of the Williams River,

winds away up the valley glistening like
a silver thread for miles. The hills on either
s'de lend a certain picturesqueness to the
view that vividly impresses the scene on the
memory for ever.  Down at the foot of the
steep brae which we were 1scending, peeping
out from amongst the cocoanut palms and
orange groves were the hounses of the mission
premises, while clustering about without any
attention to order were the houses of the
natives.

Half way up the hill the natives drew our
attention to a small knoll where the Rev.
G. N. Gordon had his house, A little way
down the hill was the scene of the martyr-
dom of Mr. Gordon. He wasat work put.
ting up another house when some natives
came and decoyed him away. The natives
set upon him and one man made a blow at
Mr. Gordon’s spine. ~ Mr. Gordon knocked
the axe out of the wman’s hand and then
the remainder of the natives came after Mr.
Gordon. After a time Mr. Gordon started to
run back to the house, but bhefure he got far
he was knocked down and despatched. One
.native had been detached to kill Mrs. Gor-
.don, so as the missionary was breathing his

-last hiz wife was despatched to meet him in

the “Homeland”.  Such hallowed recollec-
tions came up in my mind that for u time I
stopped on the spot. )

On getting up on top of the hii. ii2 pathi

led along the ridge until we were near the
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end of our journey. Our way for miles was
through rich pasture land that would dolight
the hearts of Australians,  This is of no use
to the natives at present for besides being
indolent they have no cattle ¢f their own.
As years go Ry, however, the missionary
hopes to see the chief utilising 41l his land.

As we passed along we saw natives burn-
ing the grass so that the road might be clear-
ed. Here as elsewhere, people find that fire
is the easiest way of clearing the road
through grass land.

Our rond for a few wiles was the main
road to the south part of the islaud, and it
was in good order ; but we experienced a
change when we came to a brauch path, We
had not been long on our way when it com-
menced to rain, gv a halt was called for con-
sultation as to whether we should go forward
or backward.,  After a littlo talk forward
was the decision, as it would be eusy to re-
turn next day if the rain continued. The
rain fell all the afternoon, and as we passed
through lanes with reeds on both siges we
got a continued shower bath.  Were it not
for the damp state of things round about us
we would have enjoyed this walk immeunsely,

We arrived at the end of the path on the
ridge at last and found ourselves on the cdge
of a high cliff looking down on a village at
our feet, After clamberivg down, slipping
here and there jowing to the greasy state of
the road, we reached the end of our days
journey namely the village of Rampuntomesi.

The village nad a lot of cocoanut trees and
orange trees planted long ago when Mus,
Robertson first came to this village. I was
much pleased to see that some effort had
been made by the natives to keep the place
inorder. The natives here are much cleaner
than T had expected and evidently have had
the restraining 1.fluence at work. We found
a native grass house nicely.cleaned out pre-
pared for us so that after putting on dry
clothes we were able to make ourselves com-
fortable.  After tea we had worship, and
being tired soon retired to rest. Thenatives
when they had done their chatter, gathered
gether and sang their hymns.

Early in the morning I awoke to hear one
of the natives read a portion of Matthew to
his companions. We were up betimes, and
after worship had onr food and then 1 went
for a walk along the jegged coral. On com-
ing back I found Mr. Robertson preaching
to the villagers. After the servica was over
Mr. Robertson took the census of the'pedble
round about. The death rate of Erromapga
is not so high as in some other islands, yet
Mr. Robertson told me that there were now
fewer peopls on the island than lagt year by
.one hundred. o

All the people .here were glad to, see “the

migsionaries, yet Mr. Robortson told me that
he at cno time was unable to come to the
village owing to the hostility of the people,

The villagers now are all christisns and
although there may he some shreds of sup-
erstition clinging to them, yet it is "touching
to see them listen eagerly while the mission-
ary is proclaiming Jesus Christ the Redeem-
er of the world.

After getting our things pncked we set
our faces toward the villige of Rumpunya-
teve, where we were to make a short halt.
The way was winding and we had very lit-
tle level road, and what level road we had
wag very greasy so we had to progress with
a gliaing motion. We came along through
some very rich jungle land, land that should
have been supporting many villages. It is
the one thing that surprises me here, viz. ;
the few people on the island. The land is
sufficient and fertile enough to support thou
sands of natives, yet there are comparative-
ly few people on the island. Throughout
the dey I saw many splendid varieties of
crotons, Dracaenas Hobiscus, one stands
astonished at the abundance of vegetation.
Guvas, custard apples, egg plauts, pive
apples, eocoanuts, mummmy apples, yams,
bread fruit, taro, kava, oranges, lemons,
and sugar cane all grow in profusion here so
rich is the soil. One feature £ noticed about
the natives to-day and that was that they
had not such a clean appeavance as those
natives which we saw yesterday. Mr Rob-
ertson addressed the people here and then
after some fcod we started onwards for the
village of Rampumunonkasx. As we went
along the Chiet of Dillon’s Bay asked leave
to bring in his brother as he was anxious to
shake hands with the missionaries. This
man has been a great heathen, but there are
signs now of his desire to come in and give
over his heathenish practices, Along with
this man another was brought in and it was
a great day iu his life for to-day the ban
that was I.id upon him was to botaken off.
This mauo lapsed tivo vears ago, and in order
to discipline him he was put out of the
church privileges, but as he wighed very
much for a long time to come back Mrn
Robertson took this opportunity of receiv-
ing the man back into fellowship. I am
told that the natives think this is a punish-
mentand feel it so. A little further on a
great wailing was heard, and the reason for
this was that a wife was wailing for her hus-
band. When the husband dies the wife has
to wail for forty-nine days. This wemn
had-been crying for fourteen days. -

When'we reached Rampunumonkasx we
found a new house built for us and every-
-thing was in readiness:for us. A fire was at

once built, and after- éveniug» worship we
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were soon asleep. In the morning the na-
tives of the village were summoned to ser-
viee by the ringing of a cow bell. At this
place Uswo took service. Kverybody was
attentive while Uswo pressed home the truth.
After the service Mr. Robertson took the
census of the surrounding distriet and then
settled various disputes.

We next went a mile further on to see
another village, snd after making due en-
quiries there we started back for Dillon’s
Bay, for the ronds were ju such « state that
our journey would have been very diflicult.
To day a man that had been shut «ut of the
community for attempted murder was shak.
en hands with and admonished not t: do so
again., At this spot the sole survivor of the
murderers of Mr. Gordon has given land for
a chureh to be bnilt on and there is every
hope that he will be on 1l 2 Lord’s side.

After reviewing the work doue on this
visitation 1 am glad to be able to record the
great improvement that is perceptible in the
mission natives as contrasted with the
heathen natives. It is a hard struggle for a
native to give up all for Christ, and it is
very pleasiug to be able to see the great
good that christiauity has done for this peo-
ple.  They are no longer vile avimals, but
they are christian people trying in some
measure to hive the hic of chrirtians. I saw
many brave examples of christians, and al
though people may point to natives whu
come around for the suke of good things yet
we do not need to come down to the New
Hebrides to gaze on parasitee. Tt com’orted
me much to see so plainly the evidence of
the power of the gospel. We all can say
with Paul, “For Tam not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God unto sal-
vation to every one that believeth.”  As we
were on our way back I thought that people
living in favored lunds might get great good
if they could see how much is being done to
the islanders. As the sun  was  setting,
hghting up all the valley, making the hilis
for miles exceedingly beautiful, we arrived
at the top of the hill opposite the mission
house and rapidly descending we soon got
home. Wae were glad to get back safely to
the mission house  The journey was a very
iustructive one, aud it was a sourcs of greav

.joy to me to see the people reccive the gos-

el.
P We were very thankful however, when
we once again assembled in the mission
house to give thanks to Almighty God for
his mercies to us. A. H. MacDoxarLy,

Religion is intended for both worlds, and
right hving in this is the best preparations
for the next. Character is decisive of des-
tiny.— Tryon Edwurds.
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A FATAL LEAK.

A gentleman living in the country, whose
supply of water for houschold purposes was
scant, had a cistern dug near his house for
collecting the rain which fed on the roofs of
the buildings, TFor a time the expedient
answered perfectly; the supply of water was
abundant. Suddenly, however, the puwp
failed to give forth the conteuts of the re-
gervoir. T'he rain would fall copiously, and
for a timea few pailfuls would be drawn,
but vory soom thesupply ceased. The pump
was carefully examined and found to be in
perfeet working order, and no flaw could
anywhere be discovered. At length it oc-
curred to the perplexed honseholder to ex-
amiane the cistern itself ; then the mystery
was solved. It was found that in one corn-
er the cement had cracked, and there wasa
gaping leak which allowed the water to es-
cape into a distant pit. It was now plain
thut bowever freely the rain might fall the
tistern would soon be empty agoin, as there
was this ever-widening le.)r through which
the water disappeired. Sucha leak in our
church lifs is the Sabbath profaned or neg-
lected. The rains from above may fall a.
bundantly, the church’s machinery may be
dilligently plied, but the law of the Subbath
largely forgotten will preve a leak sorious
enongh to undo and render nugatory the
happy influences hoth of the showers of
heaven and the labours of man, It bus been
well said: ¢ The streams of religion run
deep ov shallow, accordingas the banks of
the Sabbath arve kept up or veglected.”—
Pearl of Days.

, MURMURING.

<. No blessing comes to the murmuriug,
compluining, discontented heart. When
ance this evil of discontent entered into the
soul, nothing is right. Even the ‘‘angels’
food” was not good enough for the murmur-
ing Tsraclites, and ‘‘the co.n of heaven”
could not satisfy those whose souls were
filled with the discontent of carth. But
when once the heart has found rest in God,
and all its murmarnings are hushed in sweet
submission to his will, there is peace in be-
Yieveivy, and joy in the Holy Ghost, and a
hallowed-confidence iu the kind providencé
of Him-who huth done all things well. *‘Let
your conduct be without covetousness, and
be content with such things as ye have ; for
He hath said, I will aever leave thee, nor
forsake thee. So that he may boldly say,
The Lord is my helper, and I wili not fear
what man can do unto me.”
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MRS. LORING’S AWAKENING.

1t was one of those warm July mornings
in which summer sometimes seems to de-
light to impress upnn us all tho fervency of
her nature. Mrs, Loring wearily ogene(l her
eyes, afte. & fitful, uoneasy slumber, She
was awakened by the noise which her hus-
band was making as he performed nis toilet.
The shades were drawn up to the tops of the
windows and the broad, waim rays of the
sun were streaming into the room. How
her heud nched ! and how weak and unre-
freshed she felt! She Jooked.at her husband
with a sort of wondering admiration, as he
stnod before the mirror, brushing his hair
with immense energy, loudly whistling the
while. “How well, and full of life he seems,”
she thought, and she said, ‘“I'om, do you
vever feel tired §”

“Oh no, indeed,” he replied, “I don't
knoww hat it is to be tired.”

“Nor sick ?” she continued.

“No, never, my dear.”

¢“Oh Tom, I do feel so weak and weary
this morning,” she said. o

¢*Well, my dear,” replied "Com, carelessly,

. “if you want to be strong and hearty, you
should exercise more, and take good care of

_ yourself—but don’t stop tv talk now, it is
time this moment that ynu were up, for you
know there isa great deal to be done this
morning.”

Yes, indeed, she well knevw: that,. for this
was the day appointed for the Sunday-school
picnic down at Paradise Bay. All the pre-
vious day she had toiled to make prepara-
tions for this fete, and in the gieat cool pan-
try just off from the kitchen, were carefully
laid away a half bushe! of light, flaky crul-
lers, sprinkled with white sugar; half a
dozen loaves of lemon and sponge cake ; two
large platters of tongae anri chicken sand-
wiches, folded in damp napkins, and covered
with large tin pans, to keep them moist an i
fresh. Besides these, she had promised
some of her dainty soda biscuit, of which
Mv. Loring was so proud. He boasted of
his wife’s cooking, and well he might, for

sk e had a deft way of measuring and mixing, :

which made whatever she put her hand to
turn out just right.

Tired as she was, there was no alternative
but to rise and take up ‘the burden of the
day.. The family must have breakfast, and
the baskets of eatables were yet to-he pack-
ed ready to go  So she made o hasty toiiet,
twisting her beautiful hair into a tight knot

at the back of her head, threw on a dingy.

calico wrapper, and went out into the kit-
chen, where Lisbeth the little German girl,
whom she had taken from the village alms
house to keep her, was already frying saus.

age for breakfast. The hot sun streamed
across the floor, the flies buzzed about, and
the strong odor of the fiying prevaded the
room, and made her fecl more faint and ill.
Peter, her seven-year old son, was perched
on the back of a chair, rummaging the top
shelf of a closet, in search of his ffshhooks,
which he had hidden up thére in an old tea-
pot, away from his brother Xdmund. Mra.
Loving walked to the stove, pushed tho fry-
ing pan back, and placed over it a lin cover
to keep in the smell, closed the blinds,drove
out the flies with her paper whisk, and di-
recting the little maiil to set the table, she
procecded to measnre and si't her flour, pre-
paratory to making her biscuit. Mr. Lor-
ing in the meantime bustled in aud out, with
the boys at his heels, hauling out from clos-
ets and drawers various baskets, kettles and
boxes in which to pack the good things they
were to take to. the picnic—and . papers and
string. knives, towels, bottles, pans, and
pails were atrewn iu their wake like wreck-
age on the sea.. Through the open door, she
covld see her daughter Minnie, swinging
herself in the hammock, . cool and calm,
turning over the leaves of 2 new hook. On
the table in the corner was Minnie’s white
dress {which she had washed the evening
before) rolled up tight in a towel, yet to be
ironed for her to wear to-day.

Mrs. Loring sighed—but went on with her
work ! Atlength the biscait were made
and baked—soft aud snowy on the inside;
crisp and brown .on the outside; the break-
fast was ready, and the hungry family gath.
ered aroand the table, full of fun and ex-
citement.

‘‘Minnie.” said the mother, ‘‘please pour
out the coffee, I will not come in just yet,
for I want to press out your dress while the
irons are hot.’

No objection was made to this. She was
rot going to the festival. The demandsup.-
on her strength in making ready the eatables
left her no desire to join in the pleasures of
the day, and the family had grown accustom-
ed to leaving her out of all their plans,

Ironing, alone in the heat, she listened to
their talk and laughter, aud a bitter feeling
crept into her heart as she thought, I have
no p:}rt in all this, except to do  the drudg-
ery.’

The meal was soon over, and the confusion
increased, for the brys were to be dressed,
and Mr. Loriug called continually upon his
wife for one thing oc avother. Minnie wrs
in her own roomn getting ready to go, and
poor-Mrs. Loring. was almost beside herself
as she tried, while lending a hand, now here
and now there, to direct Lisbeth to clear up
the ki*ehen and get the dishes washed.

At length the voice of Mr. Loring calling

- eams
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her loudly from up stairs caused her to leave
everythiug and rush breathlessly to him.
“Yes, Tom, what is it?” Tom stood with

_his back to the window, holding a small

hand glass before him, carefully pulling out
with a pair of tweezers here and there a
grey hair from among his whiskers. So in-
tent was he, that he did not remove his eyes
from the face in the mirror to the jaded vne
of his wife, but said serenely :

““Margie, it has just occurred to me that
perhaps 1t would be well to let Lisbeth go
with us to-day; there are a good many
things she can do to help us, and poor girl,
I notice she looks rather dull this morning.
I thimk aboliday aud a little ‘let-up,’ from
her work would do her good. Don’t you
think, as we shall all be away, that you
could do without her to day ?”’

Mrs. Loring opened her blue eyes wide at
thie speech. They flashed and flamed just
for a moment, as she thought, ‘‘He is far
more solicitous concerniug his servant than
thoughtful of hir wife.” Her husband while
waicng for her answer, smiled at himself in
the little ¢lass as he twitched out one very
white hair, and did not see the look of in-
dignation in his wife’s face. .

““Well, Margie.” said he, at !ast looking
up, ‘‘what do you say.”

«Oh, yes,” she replied pleasantly, ‘she
can go if you wish it.”

+¢All right, then,” said he, “‘tell her to
got ready at once, for the wagon will soon
come for us.”

Lisbeth was nearly wild with delight at
the unexpected pleasure, and atarted at once
for her room, but she turned back again.

“But the dishes, ma’am, and the beds,”
she snid, "‘and who will make the supper ?
It nmst be that I shall not go.”

“Yes, Lisbeth, go,” snid Mrs. Lering,
*‘and you can help all the more when you
come home.” Thus reassured, the girl sped
away to don her holiday finery, and be
ready to join the party.

At last they were all gene.  She watched
them from the door, until they had pussed
the turn in the road just beyond the saw
mill, then she went back into her disordered
house, and did what a woman would natur-
ally do under the citcamstances—she drop-
ped into a chair, and cried as if her heart
would break. Cherry, the big black cat,
who bad been for many years a pet in the
family, walked back and forth, rubbing him-
self against her dress, mewing and purring
as if troubled to see her grief.

“Ah, Cherry,” said she, **You and I are
left here alone, aud I am.-grateful even for
your sympathy,” and she arose and poured
out a snucer of mlk for her old friend in ac-
knowledgment of his affectionate concern.

At this moment she heard voices under her
window. A couple of tardy ones were hur-
rying on to overtake the party.

+The Lorings are gone,” said one.

«Not Mrs. Loring,” replied the other,
“'gshe never goes vut, She was such a pretty
bright girl when he married her, but she has
grown now to be a poor faded out drudge.”

She listened in amazement. The words
were a revelatiou to her. ““Is it ‘possible,”
she exclaimed, “‘that I am alone in fault ?’
and her thoughts went back fifteex years,
when Tom Loring and she stood up in the
pretty parlor of her futher’s house, in anoth-
er State, and how the wedding guests had
praised the manly beauty of the groom and
the lovelivess of the bride. How Tom would
follow he around like her shadow, and never
seemed happy out of her sight; how when
they went to live in iiie little cottage under
the hill, that she had resolved to be a model
housckeeper. and how her new duties had
so fully occupied her tiine and made her so
tired that she had no inclination to go out
among their old friends in social visits as
Tom delighted to do. Then the children
came, Minnie, Edmurd, and Peter, and
with them more care and Jess strength,
How often she had repulsed Minnie’s offers
to ‘*help mamma,” and had driven the boys
from the kitchen becauss it was so much
easier to do the work herself rather than to
be bothered with their noise and awtward
efforts to help her and so, in all these years,
little by little, it had gome to be understood
that “*Mother never went out;” that mother
waa always busy in the kitchen, and rarely
ever joined in any festivities—and yet, no
one could make better lread, or cake, or
pies. ~Hersoft soap was the boast of the
village, her pickles and preserves always
won the prize at the county fair, but she
had grown to have a pinched, listless look,
her pretty brown hair was done up in a care-
less fashion. and her clothes were plain and
dowdy. She was always at work, and must
dress for it, and many an evening, late into
the night, did she spend in the kitchen alone
while the family were in the sitting room
busy with their various occupations, the
boys with their lessons, Minnie with her
fancy work, or entertaining her young
friends, Mr. Lering with bis newspaper or
book, for he was a home man, and esjoyed
his home evenings rather than that ques-
tionabije gathering place for men in the coun-
try;-the village store and post-office. Often
when she had heard them talking and laugh-
ing together, she had felt bitterly toward her
husband and children, and wished that she
could die and get away from all this indiffer-
ence and haid work, intv that laud of love
avd happincss and sympatby, which was
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beyond. But now! oh! how many things

camse to her ! Had she not persistently put
the love anu consideration of her family
away from her? Had she not, ufter all,
brought this on herself ? Tears, not angry
tears now, were trickiing down her cheeks,
and as she moved about putting the disor-
dered house to rights she was thinking and
plauning. A new.light had dawned upon
her, and this is what she did.

She opened the door of her pretty little
garlor, su cosy and tasteful, with its piano,

ookshelves, upholstered furniture and lace
curtains, aud she walked directly to the long
mirror between the windows, looking ear-

nestly aund attentively at the figure she saw |

there. It was that of a woman about thirty-
five, not bad looking, with large, expressive
blue eyes, but darkly underlined hoilow
cheeks, hands rough and unshapely. A form
tall, but slightly bent ; gaunt aad limp-look-
ing in her fa led calico wrapper.

‘I don’t wonder much,” said she, “I
have chogen to be a drndge. I look like one.
No wonder that they treat me as one. No
wonder that my husband does not care for
me, and my childreu are indifferent, I have
a duty in this matter which I have never re-
alized béfore. To make them respect me,,
I must first respect myself. Tobe the ad-.
viser, fricnd, companion and true wife and
motner I crave to be, 1 must not make the
kitchen my home, but if I must work there,
then. then they must share my labors,

Now I will see what can be done in the
way of permanent, improvement,” and she
proceeded upstairs to her room, »nd opened
the door of her wardrobe. There hung
gond dresses enough, but it had been months
since she had worn any of them. Selecting
& trimmed black silk skirt, she laid it out
on the bed, and then, opening one of her
bureau drawers, she tock out a white mull
sack, trimmed with lace and lilac ribbons.
This had been a birthday gift from her sis-
ter who lived in the «ity, but it had been
put away as been quite ton dressy for her
ever to wear. Then she let down her hair
and rearranged it with braids and crimps in
a manner becoming to her, and proceeded to
arrry herself in the garments she had select-
ed. Again she passed mto the little parlor,
and stood once more at the looking glass.
How different from the shahby, forlorn-
looking being she had seen there a short
time before! and she registered a voiv that
it never ghould be seen there again. i

“And now,” she said, “I am going to give
myself a holiday.” So she closed the blinds
and doors, and taking out the last magazine
and a pillow, she went out under the shade
of the old oak tree, and gathering herself in-

to the hammock, for the first time in her
life she read herself to sleep, & deep, peace-
ful, restful sleep, and when she awoke she
felt stronger and b tterjthun she had done
for weeks.

The sun was nearly down. The party
would soon be coming home, but she did not
stir. She haé laid the wood in the stove all
ready tr light, and filled the tea kettle, but
no further preparations had she made to-
wards getting the supper.

Presently she heard the clatter of horses”
hoofs along the country road, the singing
and the laughing of the returning merry-
makers ; still she remuined quiet.

Mr. Loring, Minnie, Edmund, Peter and
Lisbeth were set down at the door with their
empty baskets and boxes, and she smiled at
their consternation as they exclaimed,
*“What are the doors shut up for?” ¢How
awfully still everything is1” ““Where’s
mother ?  Still she.remained silent in her
swinging retreat, + After a shert wondering
search, the boya shouted, ‘‘We've found her,
Here's mother, out here in .the bammuck,
and she looks just too lovely for anything.”

** Hello 1" said Mr. Loring, as.he came out
into the yard, ‘‘what’s up? Why Maggie!
how sweet and pretty you do look,” and he
stooped down and kissed her softly on the
cheek, while Minnie pressed closely to her
mother’s side and affectionately took her
hand.

“Sit down a toment, children and Tom,”
she said, I have something to say to yon;”
and she set up in the hammock and rested
her feet on the ground, while they, awe-
struck with her manner, dropped into rustic
seats which were near.

“I have been doing a good deal of think-
ing.” shz said, “while you have been away,
and [ have resolved to turn ovor a ‘new
leaf.’ ” And then she told them what Thave
related to you. They listened attentively,
with mingled curiousity and admiration,
and acquiesced heartily in the plans which
she, ih her new role, unfolded to them.

From that day the Toring were a bappier
and more united family. Not that the change
was brought about atonce, but gradually a
division of labor was instituted,

Minnie, in time, became her mother’s lov.
ing companion and able agsistant. The boys
learned to perform many little household
service to help their mother. Mr. Loving
developed into a thoughtful, helpful hus-
band, and when he came to know by experi-

ence how hard his wife had tciled, was not.

only willing but deemed it quite necessary
that she had a strong, competent person to-
assist her, Mrs. Loring grew to be patient
and winsome, and took:her proper place in
society. One little rémark made 'by Peter
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will indictate the nature of the change. “‘[
say, Edmund,” said he one night as they
were undressed for bed, *“how nice and
plensant mother is; 1 am real proud of her ;
what nice stories she tells, andwhat beauti-
ful songs she sings ; and yet 1 used to think
she could do nothing but scrub and scold.”
~—Ilustrated Christan Weekly:

ROME'S TENDER MERCIES.

¢ In a letter to the T'imes, the secretary
of the Ivangelical Alliance says—A poor
man, & Protestant, of Ilvaho, in Portugal,
was lately tried at Aveiro for the crime of
refusing to take off his cap to a cross car-
ried at a funeral.  He was allowed a legal
adviser, but the judge as well as the prose-
cutor turned against him; he was condemn-
ed to twelve months’ imprisonment, with
hard labor, without the option of a fine, and

.costs besides; he has appealed against the

crue) sentence, and the Evangelical Alli-
liance, is now watchiug the case.

At Campo Briptano,a small town in Spain,
where for many years the pure Gospel has
been made known, a Protestant chapel, with
the permission of the authorities, had been
built and opened.  On the Lord’s Day,
when the Protestants and their pastor had
assembled for morning worship, a mob of
men and women (about 1,000) instigated by
Romish Priests, surrounded the door in
great excitement, shouting oat, * Death to
the Protestants,” causing the small congre-
gation to fear for their lives, The police
fortunately arrived in time and disperred
the mob, but the chapel has since been clos-
ed and by order of the authorities, and the
Protestants cannot move about without risk
to their lives. The Madiid committee of
the Spanish branch of the Evangelical Al
liance has appealed for protection to the
Protestants.” . :

Why is it that it is only where Romanists
are in the minority they talk so charmingly
about religious freedom ?  Are there any
Protestane countries in which scenes simi-
lar to the above, but with sthe bootr on the
other leg, take pblace? One rule in this
Protestant land, another in Papal countries?

The Jews in New York city have forty-
nine synagogues, and constitute a larger
population than in Jerusalem itself, number-
ing nearly 90,000. They form an influential
element, many of them being bankers, mer-
chauts, editors and politicians.  Although
comprising ten per cent. of the population,
they contribute less than one per cent to the
criminal classes.

EFFECTS OF TOBACCO.

However ‘harmless tobacco may he to
moderate and careful users—who, as Dr. C.
W. Lyman states in a late entertaining pa-
per, may avoid some of the virnlent oil and
nicotine by thorough combustion and clean
pipes or cigar holders ~it is unquestionably
capable of producing most poisonous effects.
Tne most noticeable and important symyton
of nicotine-poisoning is a depressed action of
the heart, often known as ** smoker’s heart.”
In an expcrimental observation of thirty-
eight boys, all of classes and of average
health, who had been using tobacco for per-
iods ranging from two months to two years,
thirth-two were found to have irregularity
of the heart’s action, disordered stomachs,
coughs, and a craving for alcohol; twenty-
seven showed severe injury tov constitution
and growth ; thirteen bad intermittency of
the pulse ; and one had consumption, These
symptoms disappeared within a year after
the tobacco habit was abandoned. The
Maoris of New Zealand were finely develop-
ed and powerful people at the time of the
advent among them of the Europeans, but a
passionate fondness for tobacco has sprung
up among them, and has resulted in decim.
.ating their nun.bers and reducing them to &
very inferior physical condition. There is a
widespread belief that tobacco is a paiverful
germ-killer, and an Italian physiologist has
just obtained some scientifie confirmation of
this view. Various microbes—such as those
of cholera, typhoid fever and pneumonia—
were exposed to the fumes of burning tobac-
co, and in every case the subsequent develop-
ment of the germs was either greatly retard-
ed or prevented altogether. Further experi-
ments will be made to determine the germi-
cide value of tobaceco and its constituents,
and wbether smoking can ever claim any
place in the treatment or prevention of dis-
ease.—Selected.

A keen struggle has been carried on in
Pennsylvania recently over a prohibition
amendment to the constitution, and the
liquor interest has won the day. The New
York Zimes says that wealthy brewers of
New York city contributed $100,000 to de-
feat the Pennsylvania ameudment, and that
the brewers of Pennsylvania eontributed
$200,000 for the same purpose. Temperan:e
people have to contend not only with the ap-
petite of the drinker, and theindividual rum-
seller’s love of guin, but with the powerful
wealthy organized liguor interest that makes
comion cause, directs all its energies where
the conflict is going on, and spends money
freely to accomplish its purposes.
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WISE AND UNWISE WAYS OF HELP-
ING.

By J. R. Mrituer, D. D, ix N, Y. Evasa-
LIST.

In various ways in these midsummer days
there have come to e an unusual number
of uppeals for help. Few of these have been
requests for money; nearly all have been
culls for sympathy and for such help as one
heart can give another in its distress or faint-
ness. Many of these appeals have been
from strangers, coming in letters from those
whose fuces I have never seen.

So I have been led to think a greut deal
about the best ways of helping others. It
was Charles Kingsley who said ¢* We be
come like God only as we become of use.”
The duty of being helpfual to others stands
foremost among vur Juties. But there are
wige and unwise ways of giving help. We
all have power to do mueh for others, yet
just what we ought to do in cach particular
case requires carcful thoughs. Jndiscrimin-
ate help is often mose harmtul than it would
be to do unothing at all. Indeed oftentimes
we ought to do nothing but put a little fresh
hope or «nergy into the heart of the one who
appeals to us.

There is a delivhtful story in tle earvliest
annals of the Christian Church. which is
rich in its practical suggestions just at this
point. A poor lame man lay at the temple
gate, asking alms. Two apostles wercen-
tering, aud to them the beggar appealed.
One of them answered ¢ Silver and gold
have I none;” so he put no coin in the out-
stretched hand. He might have passed on
after telliug the man that he had no money,
but he did not. Money was not all the beg-
gar needed, and Peter had something to
give. *“Sach as I have give I thee.”

We often stand before human needs and
distresses in which we seem to have no silver
or gold, Sorrow waits before us and we
cannot lift it away. Lameness or blindness
or sickness, ormisfortune of sume other kind
tonehes our heart, but we have no miiacle-
working power. What shall we do in such
cases? Can we do anything? Yes, weal-
ways have something which we can, give,
and it may be a better gift thun that which
the sufferer craves.

Here is a suggestive story from Turgeneff's
 Poems ifwProse:” “T was walking in
the street—a beggar stopped me, a frailold
man. His tearful eyes, blue lips, rough
rags, disgusting sores—oh how horribls
poverty bad disfigured the unhuppy crea-
ture. He stretched out to me his red, swol-
len, filthy hund ; he groaned and whimper-
ed foralms. Ifeltinull my pockets. No
vurse, watch or handkerchiet did I find, I

hae left them all at home. The beggar
wt 3, and his outstretched hand twitched
ana trembling slightly. Embarrassed and
confused, I seized his dirty hand and press-
ed it : ‘“ Don’t be vexed with me, brother.’
The beggar raiged his blocdshot eyes tomine,
his blue lids smiled, and he returned the
pressure of my chilled fingers. ¢ Never
mind brother,” stamrerved he; ¢ thank you
for this-—this too w gift, brother.’ I
felt that I, too, hd¥l rov..ved a gift from my
brother.”

Who will say thut the word which reveal-
ed the feeling of brotherhood was not ten
times a better thing to the beggar than if
is hand bad been filled with cuin 2 None
of us are too poor to speak kindly to the
beggar .ho asks our alms,

Following the old story of the Beautiful
Gate a little further, giving his hand to the
beggar, lifting him up avd healing him.
Some of us say that if we only had money
we would do a great deal of good. Here we
learn that theie are other ways of helping
evou Leguars than by putting coius in their
hands. Money is good alms when money is
really needed, butin comparison with the
divine gifts of hope, courage, sympathy and
affection, itis paltry and poorindeed. Who
will say that Peter did not do inmeasarably
more for the beggar than if he had filled his
hands with coins and left him lying there in
his lameness? Was not healing, which
gave the man power to earn his own living,
far better for the beggar than would have
been gold enough to support him all his life
in hig helplessness? If we can put new life
and hope into the heart. of o discouraged
man, so that he rises out of his weak des-
pair and takes his place agan in the ranks of
active life, surely we have dooe a far better
thing for him than if we had given him
money to help him nursea little longer his
miserable unmunly despair.

What most people really need iu their
troubles is notv to have the burden lifted off
or even lightened, but to bave their own
hearts strengthened, so that they shall not
fail in their duty, nor faint in their stee yyle,
Not assistance-in carrying the load, bu*a
fresh inspiration of cowrage and energy,
they may carry it for shee,” but ¢ He will
sustain thee.” Usuallyit ie a good deal
better for people to fight their own battles
through, carry their own loads, and bear
unlightened the crosses God has shaped for
them, than to have any one seek to make
things easier for them. We may intertere
with the divine discipline, when we are run-
ning up tooar friends with our help at
every paint of stress. .

It is always vastly better to give a well

wan something to do by which he can earn
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hand and leave him idle. In tke former case
we encourage him to be brave and manly ;
in the latter we make it easy for him to be
weak and  despairing. It is the poorest
kindness to wark out a child’s school-exam.
ples for him ; the truly kind thing is to en.
courage and stimulate him to solve the ex-
ampies himself.  So inall spheres of life,
we may do others sore garm by unwisely
helping them and making life easier for them
than God intended it to be.  Our niission to
others is not 20 much to do something for
them as to help to make something of them,
“Quar friends are those who make us do
what we cun,” said Emerson.

All this has a very practizal bearing on
the question, How shall we help otuers?
We must stand for Christ in this world of
need and sorrow, and must be to men, in
onr listle measure, what He would be if He
were in our plice. He has put the loaves
in our hand with His blessing upon them,
anh we mustnot fail to give the hungry
people to eat, that they may not fuint in the
wilderness. We must give just what we
have to give. Because we do not happen to
have silver and gold, we must not thevefore
conclude that we bhave nothing to give.
Really we have better things than money
coins.. Bread is better than money when
oue is huugry. Love is-betier than money
when one1s heart-hungry. Hope is better
than money when one 1s discouraged.  Such
as we have, we should always give. That
i: one lesson.

Anvther is that we should be sure not to
help unwisely.  When people come to us in
therr distress and uced, it is very easy to fall
into a mere emotion.] sympathy with them
vlich inno way makes them stronger to
Lear their trouble or brave their hardship.
Ju is casy to encowrage nour friends their
seuse of loss or of bitterness, by merely com-
miserating them as they sit in the shadows,
by encouraging their vecital of misfortune,
aud by dwelling with them on the clements
of sadness in their pecehar experience. This
1> what many mean by condolence. But we
do nut in this way give any real comfort to
our friends. True comfort is strength to
eadure. The Christian’s duty in sorrow is
not merely to pass through it, but to pass
thoough it victoriously. Our mission as
comforters is, therefore, to help those who
sutfer, in whatever way, to be conquerors,
and wmore_than conquerors, through Him
that loved them. Mercly weeping with
those who weep is not enough: we must
help them to be strong, to beacquiescent in
the will of God, to believe and trust and
hope, even in the darkest hours. We must
be sure thatit is real help that we give,

his own bread, than to put the bread in his § belp that strengthens and inspires, and not

mere weak emotional tenderness that only
leaves the sufferer wesker, with less courage
and power to endure,

AN HONEST CHRISTIAN MAN.

The following incident will serve
to illustrate the truth that a tiuly honest
man will not take « lavger sum for property
than its just value, even if he is offered
more,

A certain man named George Smith came
one day to a farmer named Daniel Jones
wishing to bay a pair of oxen, and said:
“Those red oxen of yours suit me, and [ will
give you $120 for them.”  Daniel Jones re-
plied: *That is $30 more than they are
worth.,”  George Smith lovcked wonder-
struck at this remark. The farmer said: ‘I
know the value of those oxen better than
you do. One of them is a little ‘breachy,
and the other one cannot bear the heat so
well as some oxen, and yet there are good
qualities in them: but all things considered,
$90is all the; we worth, and you may have
them for that price.” George Smith gladly
took the axen, and said to a man on his way
home; ‘It beats all what a differcnce thelre
is in the religion of men. Now,there is o d
James Clark,my aear veighbor; I have heard
hitn make many a long prayer. If he had
mwaed these beautiful oxen he would have
asked me S130 or more for them, and he
would have called thema great bargain at
thut price. and he would not have said a
word abiout one of the oxen beiug inclined to
be breachy, and the other not very tough in
hot weather. I do nut know angthing abont
religion myself,but one thing I know, as
well as I know where the sun shines on a
warm day, and that is, there is a mighty big
difference between Daniel Jones® religion and
Jawes Clark’s religion.

—No greater mistake could be made by
missionaries, says the Indian itness, than
that of yielding to the present popular de-
mands for * results” in the shape of conver-
sions and baptisms. Any missionary knows
that he counld baptize very many more thaa
he does. He could bifing in Haming reports
every year; but it .will be fafal to the na-

-tive ¢hurch of the future if thereis any let-

ting down of the high standard-of the gospel
in order to secure converts. Sacrifice of
quality to quantity will wreck missionary
effort. Better have twenty truly converted
and fully conse:rated souls in your native
church than two thousand whose daily lives
bring reproach on the Cross of Christ.
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GOOD TEVPERED PARENTS.

How we insist upon good temper ia our
children, frowning upon stubbornness and
anger, and that cross-grain of perversity
which has come down from the primal par-
ents, and is a sort of hallmark in wearly
every baby that has ever lived. But uni-
formly gond-tempered fathers and mothers
are not so common as they should be, and
when we tind them-—managing a nursery,
presiding at a table, directing a household,
setting young feet iu the way they should
go—we feel like saying as of old was said in
another connection, ‘‘their price is above
rubies.” It isnotin the power of an ili-
tempered child to do the mischief, create
the suifering, cast the gloom, that an ill-
tempered father can, bringing with him over
hi§ own thresholil the sharpness and the
chill of an east wind, nipping the soul of she
sengitive girl, hardening thé opposition of
the obstinate boy, frichtening the toddler
who hides beneath his motber’s skirts in-
stead of makiug a grand rush for his father’s
arms ; giving the cook and housemaid cause
for gratitude that they are paid by thewponth
and may leave when it is done, and are
neither of them the man’s wife, obliged to

put up with his whims and caprices, his.

fault-finding and satire. till the end of their
mortal lives. The misery an 1ll-temperel
father can make is exceeded ounly by the dire
wretchedness and utter helplessness which
follows in the wake of a fretful, morose, dis-
couraging, and ill-to please mother, who.
more thau all human beings else is = black
frost in the home garden, a malarious in-
fluence in the home atinosphere. Fortunate
the family where the parents are always
good-tempered ! Deeply to be commiserated
the family where they are usually the re-
verse !

Consider 2 moment how helpless are the
young people when 1t comes to the question
of dealing with the misbehaviour of parents.
You may stand the baby in the cornes, and
banish little Jack to the room upstairs, if
either is determined to pout or storm, or ery
or be ‘““contrary” You may remonstrate
with Ella, who 1s twelve, and desire Joha

Heory, who is nine, to change his lowering
countenance to a bright from a sullen ex-
pression. How often do we hear a mother
say, “Look pleasant, my child ! We cannot
have cross Jooks in the dining-.room or the
parlour,” or wherever it may be. But the
child may not thus reprove the older person,
nor send him or her from its aggrieved pre-
sence, nor do anything except bear in silence
what the parent may chonse to impose.
Nine times out of ten, of course, the evil
-word is contagious, and the coutagion

spreads. Sunny-hearted and sunny-faced
pavents make sunny hearted and smiling
little folk. A habit of good humour in father
and mother becomes a habit of amiability
and real sweetness 1n the circle from the girl
and boy in their teeus, to the youngster ia
the crib,

It may be urged and with trath, that par-
ents aro often tried and troubled)by anxieties
of which the children kncw nothing. The
problem of ways and means, the disappoint-
ment in anticipated remittances, the ships
that never conie in, the battles and defeats,
and sorrows double-cdged that are the por-
tion of later life, are quite nnkvown to our
darlings, éxcept as the reflection from our

|| perturbed and untranquil spirits falls upon

theirs. It is well that life’s morning should
be cheery, and that they who ave bearing
the heat and burden of the day should be
strong for whatever may come. Bnt with
neeld s promised grace. It is doubtful -
whether any man or woman got through a
hard day more successfully by scolding at its
ills, and making others miserable because its °
sky over his head or hers was, for the time,
of iron and brass. Such skies often melt
over brave hearts and true, and always,
whatever the sky abuve our head, above that
again stretches heaven, and our Iather in
heaven is always ready to hear us when we
pray, and to send, if need be, His aungels to
our relief.

There are people who ave plodding and
toiling from morning tiil night, day by day,
year by year, that they may -‘leave a for-
tune,” or at least a competence to therr
children. To fhis end they add field to field,
pile up stock in bank by laborious thrift,
deny themselves everything except absolute
necessaries, and grow narrow and shrivelled
because out of sympathy with the world be-
yond their own front doors, and all for the
life that now is ; for the fashion that passeth
away. Meagre is the harvesting from such
seed-sowing. It it right to be diligent and
to look well tnthe ways of one'’s househald
in pecnniary affairs. But it is better to cul-
tivategraces and amenities than to grow
rich in money and pauperized in soul. Aad
no future store of gold and silver can ever
ripay to one’s children the loss that istheirs
il fatner and mother be ili-tempered,churlish
or hateful in the sight of God and man.—
Murqaret Sangster, in Christian. Intelligenc-
er.

The difficulties of Scripture I treat as I do
the bones of the fish I may be eating, lay-
ing them #sideI cat the fish. All thatis
now plain I leave for the studies and explana-
tions of eternity.—Cecil
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MY LAST CIGAR.

One Christmas my mother invited her
children to her home to spend tho day. I
“went, and enjoyed the last Christmas I ever
spent with her.  After enjoying a real good,
old-fashioned Christmas dinner I went out
doors to smokean extra Jarge and fine Ha-
vana, which a friend had given me a few
days defuve for a **Christmas Cay smoke.”
I found the flavor fine, but the tobacco was
much stronger than I was accustomed to, so
that when only a chird of it was smoked I
found myself quite dizzy, and compelled to
cease operations, though I had used the
weed for ten years.

So I let the fire go out, and after the diz-
ziness pissed off 1 went back into mother’s
presence, with the unlit cigar between my
teeth. As I entered mother looked up and
said :

My son, I wish yeu would do somethmng
to-day that you will in the future always be
glad you did \lo upon this Chkristmas day,
which will be of permanent good to youn
through your remaining life, and make your
mether happy as well.”

“Nane 1t, mother,” I replied.

“Throw that cigar into the stove, end
never smohe another, or use the vile weed-
ing any way ; it is a slow but sure poison, be
sides being an expensive habit.”

Itook out the cigar from my mouth,
looked at it, asked myself can I leave off
smoking—then I looked over to mother’s
chair ; her eyes were closed, but her lips
moved, and I felt that mother was lifting up
her heart to God for me, and the words came
to me, “My grace is sufficient,” and instant-
ly I raised the stove lid and threw in my
Havana, and said :

“Mother Twill do it.”

“You will never regret it,” she said, and
tears of joy rolled down her cheeks. And I
am happy tv say I never have regretted it.
‘rh2 great wonder to me to day is, how I
ever could consent to haveendured the slave-
ry of tobacco ten years. Having been a free
man fifteen years I have come tc despise
tobacco in every form in which men wse it.
And how a father can use the vile weed, sna
encourage his children to useit, as thousands
doin our State, is one of the most astonish-
ing things to me, and of the saddest things
I encounter. Ard X hope Christiun women
will wage their war upon tobacco as well as
upen rum until it is bhanist '3 fiom every
home. Mothers, do you- .ty ! TFathers,
do it by your example as weii as by pecopt,
and then the evil will be stamped out, be-
cause there is no influence so powerful with
a son as a father’s and mother's. —Christiau
at Work.

THE POOR ARMENIANS!

They are undes the rule of the Turk,
which means that they are continually ex-
posed to oppression,® misrule. robbery and
muarder. They are nominally Christiang
and for this they are subjected to Mohzmme~
dan-hatred and contempt. Around them,
on the mountamiranges, hangs a flerce
horde of semi barbarians,sthe Kurds, {given
to robbery,Jto ceaseless harrying of 4defence-
less peeple, to lawlessness in geseral, and to
special raidslon quiet villages and argicul-
tural districts, when fire and sword doa
descructive work. Itis pitiful to read of
the atrocities. The Turkish government
looks on witn indifference, and is suspected
of secratly inciting thel;warfare upon the
Avmenian Ch-istians. But a voice that &is
wont to be h2ard in all European capitals
has beep lifted upliv behalf of the poor wor-
ried’dwellers on‘the Armerian plains. Mr.
Gladstone bas described some of the atro-
cities perpetratea by the§Kurdisn chiefs,
and makes a plea for; the intervention of the
European powers. It isisaid that the Eng-.
lish «zovernment has made some strong re-
prescntations to the Court at Coustantinople
anul the Sultan is begiuning to feel that the
situation in Armenia is a serious one. Our
Preshyterian Church has an mterestjin that
far-off land, because} of the presence of a
number of its missionaries there.—Phil Pres.

A STUPID ERROR.

The most stupid of all errors which a sin-
ner can cling to is the notion that time will
make him better. Hissins may give up him:
it will not avail unless he also gives up his
sins. Time is nothing; it is an agent; itis
but a mode of thought; and if it does any-
thing it only makes a man worse and not
better by hardening kim into evll habits.
But the grace of God calleth you- to repent-
ance, aud if you repent not, that golden,
that inestimable life, which once for all God
has given yon must come to nothiny, or
better not have been- To every soul here
which is at this moment in conscious and
unrepented s'n, I say—yet pot I, but the
Lord—that not health, not success, not life
ituelf is to you, of anything like an import-
ance so_unzpeakable as determined vepcnt-
ence. Itis, it should be, for you the very
work of life.—drchdeacon Farrar.

~—The government of China hasat last
forbidden the drowning of girl babies. The
penalty is to be sixty blows of the bamboo.
"This is a step 1 the right direction, but till
parvents there are Christ:anized, they will
still make way with girl babies seeretly.




THE MARITIME

PRESBYTERIAN. 347

THE BIBLE AND THE INTELLECT.

The point of which we are now to treat is
perhaps of secondary value, but it ought not
to be unnoticed. A habitual, diligent study
of the Bible will cultivate the intellectual
powers of young men. We all wish to have
and we all need mental strength. We re-
cognize it as one of our noblest possessions,
one of the most useful, too; one having
money value, as well as social and moral.
And yet the average young man of to-day,
when he reads at all, is inclined to occupy
himself exclusively with what we call “‘light
reading,” such as is found in cheap maga-
zines, low-gra le books of fiction, and daily
papers—much of it trumnpery and trash.
The result in such instances is inevitable.
He who confiues bimself to such starvation
stuff will become shallow-brajined and sup-
erficial ; he will have narrow range of vision;
he will become incapable of close hard think-
ing and will be compelled to simpiyskim the
surface of subjects which have any hody of
thought to them. On the other haud, the
direct tendency of the constant use of the
Bible is to develop and decipline the intel-
lect of the reader and to enlarge his mental
outlook. Does any one doubt this? Look
at the wondertul contents of the book, their
depth and diversity. Hcre we have an ex-
tended res elation of God’s being and char-
acter, the most sublime form of knowledge ;
here we have the vecord of creation, of the
of the ongin of man, of the primeval history
of wankind, and of the moral and religious
development of our race.

Here we have the entire history and legis-
lIation of Israel. Here we have memorials
of the rise and fall of eartl’s proudest em-
pires. Here we have stirring glimpses into
th~ future. Here we have reasomngs and
arguments of many divinely inspired advo-
cates. Herc we have the noblest ethical
maxims. Here we have a full analysis of
the forces and impu ses which contrul human
nature. Here we have picturesque descrip-
tions of Old World scenery, marvelous inci-
dents and vivid delineations of life. Here
we have strains of poetry and eloquent ora-
tory. Here we bave partial biographies of
partriavchs, warriore, prophbets, apostles, and
martyrs. Here we have the hfe, the say-
ings, the wmiracles of Christ, and here we
have an account of the rise and progress of
Christianity.

Froude has truly said of it, “The Bible
thoroughly known isa literataie of itself,the
rarest and richest in all departments of
thought or imagery which exists.” From
this review of its resonrces it is easily seen
that the pages of the Bible abound in in-
structive matter whichmustinform, strength-

en, and refine the mind, which must give
keen perceptions and deep sympathies. There
are many other beoks which will perform
this sume office of intellectual quickening—
hooks of science, of history, or of polite
letters, bnt we claim a pre-eminent place for
the Bible, and so commend it to you.—Pro.
John M Naugher.

T'HE STUDY OF THE BIBLE.

It is wholly out of my power to reply to
your letter in the marner which its purpose
would recommend and its object requires.
But I am unwilling altogether to withhold a
few words which may, at any rate, serve as
an indication of sympathy with your desire
to profit by the treasures of the divine word.
I will not dwell on the need of a light from
above, or the duty of seeking it;of being
vigilant againss the excuses of the slothful
spirit ; of cultivating humility ;of bearing in
mind that God has, througn all the long
ages, had a people whom he has led; that
we are not the first who come to the wells
of salvation opened by Christ and His apos-
tles. I will assume that you are strict adher-
ents of method in this great study, as to
make your results comprehensive. In this
view I commend you to consider whether
the table of lessons, old or new, may not be
of much use. Two things, however, especi-
ally I commend to your thoughts. The first
is this: Christianity in Cbrist and near-
ness to Him and His image is the end of all
your efforts.  Thus the gospels, which con-
tinually present to us one pattern, havea
kiud of precedence among the buoks of Holy
Secripture. I advise your remembering that
the Scriptures have two purposes—one to
féed the people of God on green pastures,
the other to serve for proof of doctrine.
These are not divided by a sharp line from
one another, yet they are provinces, on the
whole, distinct, aud insome ways different.
We are variously called to various works
but we all require to feed in the pastures and
to drink at the wells. For this purpose the
Scriptures are incomparably simple to all
those willing to be fed. The same cavnot
be said in regard 2o the proof or coustruc-
tion of doctrine. This is a desirable work,
but not for us all. It requires to be possess-
ed with move of external helps, more learn.
ing and good guides, more knowledge of the
historical development of our veligion which
development is oune of the most wonderful
partsof all hnman history, and, in my opin-
ion, affords.also one «f the strongest demon-
stratious of its truth and the power and
goodness of God. —Afr. Qladstone to a Lead-
¢r of a Men's Class in Manchester.
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WHAT THE DEACON SAID.

“Yes,” said the deicon, ‘‘there’s many a
a man that calls himself honest, ‘that’s nev-
er 30 much as inquired what amount of
debts heaven’s books are going to show
against him. I've learned that. There were
Jesrs in my life when L hardly giuve a cent
o the Lord withiut begrudging it, and I've
wondered since what Il ever have talked
about if I'd gone to heaven in those days,
for I coaldn’t talk about any thiuyg but bar-
gains and money-getting here, and those
wouldn’t have been suitable subjects up
yonder.

“Well, in those years I was telling you
about, it w.s dreadful how I cheoted the
Tord out of his due. OQuceina long timel
paid a little to our chuich, but I didn’t give
a cent to any thing else. F.reign ission
Sunday was my rheumatiz day, reg’lar, and
I didv’t get to church. Home mission day
was headache day with me allers, and [
stayed away fron meetin’. Bible Society
day I'd gen’rally a tech of neuralgy so't I
didn’t feel like going out, and I stayed at
home. Tract Society day I'd begin to be
afraid I was going tu be deat, aud oughtn’t
to be out in the wind, so I stayed in doors ;
and on the Sunday for helping the Publica
tion Society, Iike as not my corns were un-
usually tioublesome, and I didu't feel uble
0 get out.

“Wife wanted me to take a religious pap-
er once, but I wouldu’t hear to’t. Told her
that was nonsense. I didn’t believe any of
the aposties ever took religious papers. The
Bible was encugh for them, and it ought to
De for other folks. :

““And yet, 1 never even thought I wasn’t
«doin’ right.  T’d come into it sort of gradu-
al, and didn’t think much about giving, any-
how, except as a sort of lusing business.

“Well, my little givl Nanaie was about
sixyears old then,and I was dreadful proud of
lier, for she was a smart little thing. Onpe
Sunday night we were sitting by the fire,
and Nannie’™d been saying her catechism,
aud by and by she got kind of quiet and
sober all of a sudden she turned to me, and
rays she, ‘Pa, will we have to psy reat in
heaven ?” .

‘ ‘What ? says I, looking down at her,
kiod of astonished like.

¢ “Will we haveto pay rent in heaveu ?'
says she again.

¢ ‘Why, no,” says L
think that? -

“Well, I conldu’t get out of her for a time
what she did mean. Naunie didn’t know
wuch about rent anyhow, for we'd never had
to pay any livin’ in our own house. Butat
last I found out that sh’d heard some men

‘What made you

N
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talking about me, and one of them said :
‘Well, he’s bouuu to be awful poor in the
next world 1 reckon. There ain't wuch of
his riches laid up in heaven.” And as the
only real poor folks that Nannie ever knew
were some folks down at the villaze that had
been turned out of doors because they
couldn’ pay their rent, that’s what put it
into Nannie's head that maybe that 1'd have
to pay rent in heaven. .

“Well, wife went on and talked to Nan-
nie, and explained to her about the ‘many
mausions’ and our ‘Father’s house,” you
know, but I didu’t listen much, I was mad
to think Seth Brown dared to talk about me
in that way ; right before Nannie, too.

“I fixed up some pietty shaip things to
say to Seth the next time I met him, and I
wasn’t very sorry to see himn the next day in
his cart. 1 began at him right off. He lis-
tened to everything that I sputtered out,
and then be said, ‘Well, deacon, if you
think the bank of heaven's got anything in
it for you, I'm glad of it ; butI never seen
yg_u making any deposits,” and then drove

off.

“Well I walked over to my blacklLeuy
patch and sat duwn and thought, and the
more I thought the worse I felt. I was
angry at first, but I got cuoled aud I thuught
of Foreign Mission Sunday and the 1heum-
atiz, and Home Mission Sunday and the
headache, and Bible Society day and the
neuralgy, and Tract day and the corns, till
it just seemed to me I couldn’t stand it any
louger ; and I knelt down in the blackbeiry
patch and said, ‘O, Lord, I've been a stingy
man, if ever there was one, and if I ever get
to heaven, I deserve to have to pay rent,
sure enough. Help me to give myself, and
whatever I've got, back to Thee.”

Aund I believe he has helped me ever
since. ’Twas pretty hard work at first, get -
ting to giving. I did feel pretty sore over
the first dollar I slipped into the collectinn
plate, but T've learned better now ; and I
niean to keep on giving ‘as unto the Lord’
till I go to heaven where N: nnie’s been these
twenty years.”—Fyom a Leaflet Publishcd
by the Americun Home Mission Society.

—Spurgeon relates that he deemed it a
strange thing when he saw on a country
weathercock the motto, ¢* God is Love,” and
he asked his friend if he ment to imply that
the Divine Dove can be as fickle as the wind.
“ No,” said he, ¢ this is what T mean—
which-cver way the wind blows, God.is Love;
though the cld north wind, the biting east
wind, still God is Love, as much as whea the
warm, geunial breezes refresh our fields and
flocks.”
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REFLEX INFLUENCE.

A striking illustration of the reflex influ-
ence of missionsis scen in the cuse of the
Hermonnsburg Parish, Germany. In thirty
years from the time the people bepan their
foreign mission enterprise this Church had
about 150 missionaries and more than 200
native helpers in their missions, with 3,920
communicants. During the first seventeen
years of this time the home Church received
10,000 members. The veflex influence of
the foreign and domestic work is recognized
by all. The dome of the Pantheon at Rome
suggests to Bruneleschi of Florence to build
the magnificent dome that foi these 500
years has crowned the historic Church of
that city: Rome gets back her pay through
Michael Angelo, who, equally at home in
Florence and in Rome, building St. Petars
Church in thelatter city, taking the hint
from Florence, crowns that marvel of archi-
tecture with the noblest dome in all the
world. The high-domed edifice of Christ-
ianity we erect in this land shall set the pat-
tern for yet nobler edifices that are to.stand
on the great heights of~ foreign lands; were
they, in turn, incorporating such beanty and
glory as the genius of other peoples shall in-
dicate in the edifices they rear, shall make
the helpful suggestion t.» America herself in
turn, to build all the mightier and nebler
structure for the King of kings.— Jlisxion-
ary Review.

FRUITS OF FAMILY WORSHIP.

TRAIN UP 4 CHILD IN THE WAY HE SHOULD
GO.—PROVERBS Xxxii. 6.

The much-neglected duty of family wor-
ship has n it possibilit'ﬁs for good which a
simple striking incident may help careless
parents to realize, as well as encourage those
who are faithful. It is found in connection
with the above text in an admirable collec.
tion of ¢ Old Testament Auecdotes,” which
with companion volume on the New ‘Testa-
ment has recently been published by Messrs.
Armstrong & Son, of New York.

The opening scene is » oark one iu every
respect. At miduight in one of the inacces-
sible ravineg in the Black Forest a century
ago, & strange auction was in progress. The
place was lighted by torches, which casta
ghastly glare tirough the darkuvess of the
abyss. Savage-looking men, armeq -to.the
teeth, were sitting in a circle, while one
stood in the midst, Tholding up articles for
sale. Itwas a gangof brigands who had
that evening robbed a stage coach. Accord-
ing to their custom, they were engagedin
selling the stolen articles among themselves.

After o good wuny pieces of dress and tra.
velling bugs bad been disposed of, and while
the gluss and the bottle were going from
hand to hand, and each member of the com-
pany vied with his neighber iumaking un-
seemly jokes and setting the Assembly in: a
rvar, & New Testament was held up last of
all  The man who acted as auctioneer in-
troduced this ¢ article’ with some blasphem~
ous remarks, which made the cavern resound
with Jaughter. One of the company suggest-
ed jokingly that he should read a clhapter
for their edificacion, This was unanimously
applanded, and the auctioncer, turning up a
page at random, began readivg ina voice of
mock-devotion.

While the company were greatly amused
at this sacreligious scoffing, it was not ob-
served that one of them, a middle-aged man,
who was one of the eldest members of the
gang and used to be foremost in their crimes
and 1n their debauchery, became silent, and
clasping his hands on his knees, was absorb-
ed in deep thought. The passage which the
auctioneer had read was the same which
that man’s father had resd thirty years ago
at family worship on the day when he, to
escape the hands of the police, fled from the
parental dwelling, never to return again.
At the svund of the words which he remem.
bered su well, the happy family circle, of
which he had been a member, rose to his
fancy. In his imagination he saw them all
seated round the breakfast-table which was
covered with the blessings of a pew day.
He saw his venerable old father sitting with
the open Bible reading the chapter which
was to prepare them for prayer. He saw
his tender hearted mother sitting by his fa-
ther's side, attentively listening to the
Word of God. He saw himself with his
brothers and sisters joining in the devotion-
al exercises, which entreated for them the
cuidance, protection and blessings of God
during the day. He saw it all as clearly be-
fore his mind as if it had happened that
morning. Sivee leaving home he had never
opened a Bible, never offered upa prayer,
never heard a single word which reminded
him of God and eternity. But now, at this
mowment, it was as if his soul woke out of a
long sleep ot thirty years—as if the snow of
~a long, long winter melted away on a sudden
at the sound of that well known Bible word;
and all the words which his good father had

spoken to him from his "childhood, and all °

the lessons, admonitious and prayers of his
pious mother—which themn were scornfully
given to the wmds, now came flying back to
his memaory, as the winter crop bursts forth
through the snow when the vernal sun un-
shackles the fields, and causes the hidden
life to rise from the long dreary grave.
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Perfectly absorbed in those hallowed re-
collections, he forgotall that was round him,
heard nothing of all the scoffing, laughing
and blaspheming that was passing in his
presence, until on a sudden he was waked
out of his reveric by a rude tap on the shoul.
der, which was accompanied by the question:
¢ Now, old dreamer, what will yougive for
that book?”  You nced it more than any of
us, for you are undoubtedly the biggest sin-
ner under the firmament?” ** So Tam,” he
answered, struck to the very bottom of his
heart by the truth which he recognized in
that rough joke. * (Give me the book. I
will pay its full price.” The next day the
brigands dispersed through the neighbour-
hood 1o turn their burgains into money Che
man who bought the Biblo went also on his
erraud, but ke directed his steps to no re-
ceiving house. He repaired to a lonely
place where he spent the whole day in the
agonies of unspeakable remorse. and but for
the consoling words which his Bible held out
to him, he would certainly have made away
with bimself.

But God had merey on that repenting sin-
ner, and sent 2 message of mercy and peace
to his heart. The next day on entering a
village where he resolved to speak to 2 min-
ister, he heard that the gang was overtaken
the night before by a detachment of soldiers,
and taken to prison. His resolution was
confirmed now all the more. He told the
minister the whole of his life’s story, and
requested hin to direct him to the police
office where he gave himeelf up to the hands
of justice. This proof of the sincerity of
his repentance saved his life. His comrades
were all put to death, but he obtained a re-
prieve from the Grand Duke, to whom his
story way reported. After an imprisonment
for some years he was set f:ee on account of
his exemplary conduct. A Christian noble.
man took him into his service, and he prov-
ed a blessing to his master’s household till
he died in peace, praising Jesus Christ, who
came into the world to sa\ ¢ sinners, of whom
he confessed himself to be the chief.—Sel.

~Shaftsbury was the philauthropist of his
generation. No man of lus age had such
skill in reaching. touching moving, mould-
ing, even the worst and most hopeless crim.
inals. One man recently discharged from
prison went to him for counsci; and years
afterwards, redeemed to God aud humanity
he was asked where his reformation began.
“With my talk with your earl.” ‘cht;
what did the earl say 77 It was not so much
anything he said ; but he put his arm around
me, and he said, “Jack we’ll make a man of
you yet.” It was his touch that did it.
Women's Tribune. .

GENTLE WORDS AT HOME.

What trifles make or mar the happiness of
home ! Mr. Jones comes home to dinner,
x red and perhaps a little cross, The dinner
£8 not quite ready, the meat is a little over-
done or no quite done enough, and Mr.
Jones thinks he does well to be angry. Itis
trying, to be sure ; and Mrs. Jopes, if she be
a lovingwife, will do her very utinost to pre-
vent such contingency ; but it may be she
has had the charge of soveral small children,
with an inefficient servant in the kitchen,
and has really done her best. I wonder
why I can’t have my dinner in comfort like
Tom Smith,” says Mr. Jones. Now Tom
Smith has just twice his income, and Mrs.
Smith is able to keep a thoroughly efficient
servant, besides which she has no children
All this Mr. Jones forgot in his anger, but
not so his wife It makes the question
doubly galling to her, and shereplies quickly,
«I wonder why I can’t have as much house-
keeping money as Mrs. Smith.” This turn-
ing the tables on Mr. Jones is very consoling
at the time, but is another of the trifles that
destroy the peace of home. A soft answer,
a conciliatory word, would have stopped the
quarrel at its beginning, but now retorts fy
back and forth and an atmosphere of irri-
tation and anger pervades the household for
the remainder of the day—aye, for the re-
mainder of life—for each family jar paves
the way for another, unless some ighty,
reforming force. some new birth of love and
holiness comes in. The children catch the
tone of their parents and bicker among them-
selves, and that house ceases to be a home
except in name. Only where lové reigns in
every heart, where slights are neither given
nor inkagined, where no bitter, cutting word
is ever spoken, can there be a happy, an ideal
home-—Sel.

The Japanese Papers give gloomy accounts
of the terrible floods of August 20th. in the
city of Wakayamo and in the districts of
Nishi-Mure and Hidaka. Trom 10,000 to
15,000 persons are represented as drowned,
and 20,424 as needing relief. The river
Kinokuni rose from thirteen to eighteen -
feet above itsusuallevel. Towns and em-
bankments were wasted away. Enormous
losses in property were sustained. The dis-
aster to Johnstown which stirred public
sympathy so deeply was nothing like this in
extent. Probably later intelligence may

modify the present reports, but there seems
to be no doubt that the destruction and
sufforing are of an apnalling character. It
looks as if 1889 was determined to be mem-
orable in the Old World as well as in the
New on acceunt of its watery devastations.
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DISTRISS OF SOUL.
BY REV. WILLIAM T. BERGER.

Lord Jesus, lead me. I would [eave
The sius and caves that burn my sonl;
Distresging thoughts my spirit grieve

The world distracts and soriows rolt
Like conflicts o’er my weary way,
Jesus, it seems t0 dark to-day !

My trembling fect have often tried
To tread the way thy feet have gone,
But they have failed, a human guide
Has led my steps thro’ paths unknown.
Be near me now when all is night,
Jesus, I sce no breaking light ¢

The way seems long and lies between
This dreary earth and gates of gold:
I know if I may only lean
Upon some arm to lift aud hold .
My tottering steps, I soon shall gain
My home, though daysare dark with rain.

Lord Jesus, lead me. Take my hand
Leave me not here to find my rest,
For who can lead in this strange land ?
I would be home upon thy breast.
Be thou near me while vet I stay,
Jesus, it seems so dark to-day !

THE UNFAILING HAND.

A traveller following his guide amid the
awful Alpiue heights, reiched a place where
the path was arrowed by a jutting rock on
ove side and a terrible precipice on the
other. The guide, holding on to the rock
with one ham%, extended his other hand over
the precipice for the traveller to step upon
and pass round the jutting rpck. He hesi-
tated, but the guide said : ‘¢ That hauod
never losta man.” He stepped upon the
hand and passed on safely.

The child of God who takes the Saviour
as His guide in this world of darkness and
danger, bas the help of an uufailing hand.
Who that has ever trusted Himn has been
disappointed ? He stretches out His hand
He hoid us
by His right hand in the midst of danger.
And He hassaid: ¢ My sheep hear My

voice, and I know .them, and they follow
Me; and I give uuto them eternal life; and
they shail never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of My hand. My Fa-
ther, which gave them Me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of
My TFather’s hand.” ¢ That hand never
lost a mon ;” blessed are they who can lie
safely within its hollow, protected by its al-
mighty grasp.”—Episcopal Recorder.

PIOUS PROTFANITY.

Young Christians, learning to pray in
plublic, are.apt to fall into the habit of re-
peating the name of God so frequently and
1 such quick succession as not ouly souuds
tidiculous, but is in violation of the com-
mandinent that forbids the taking of God’s
name in vain. In that short but most com-
prehengive prayer which the Saviour gave
us as a model, he uses the name of the Fa.
ther but once. 'To have used it oftener
would have been using it in vain. Such
careless and unnecessary use of the name is
not only profane, but, if done mostly to fill
up, would be letting it down to the level of
a sort of wadding or packing material to fill
in the vacant space where ideas or words
run short. ‘T'bus to use the name of God as
asubstitute for words to make up the vol-
ume of a prayer, or to give time to think up
something else to say, is tantamount to
turning it into u sort of verbose cruteh or
wooden leg on which to keep along in ling-
ual lameness until the tongue can move on
again in its wonted way, and is irreverent,
as well as inadequate and ugly. Some good
and well educated young winisters of the
Gospel sometintes err in this particular with-
out knowing it, and their friends feel a deli-
cacy in calling their attention to the fact.
And toavoid this error it isnecessary to

L be careful as to how we use God s name in

cither prayer or singing;and froma want
of this reverent care, there is scemingly
much pious profanity in prayer-meetings
and zesthetic church choirs.—Uncle John, 1
St. Louis Preshyterian.

FOR HIS FAKE.

Anything dope for Christ is great, and i%
will be sure to bring a great reward. The
greatness of him to whom the service is
given makes the service great. Sir Walter
Raleigh cast his cloak into the muddy strect
for Queen Elizabeth to step upon. The act,
which done for anothor, would have been
thoughvy trifling or ridiculous, was commem-
orated in history and romance as g eat and
honourable in him, becauss it was dene for
his sovereign. So the smallest gift you be-
stow the humblest work you do, the feeblest
talent you employ iu the service of Christ
is made excellent and glorious by the infinite
greatnesy and glory of Him whom yon serve.

‘Because you cannot do a great thing do not

sit down idle and do nothing. Because yoo
cannot startle the world with your benefac.
tions, do not fail to give anything.
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THE BIBLE!' 170 BE STUDIED IN
YOUTH.

It is of the deepest importance” that Serip-
tures should he studied, and, as much as
possible, printed in the memory of our
young days. The resnlt is often wonderful,
In the bosoms of the most reckless men
some fragment of beautiful feeling often lies
buried ; some floweratill lingers from the pa-
radise of purer thoughts and desires,
which sin has not entirely ploughed out,
though it may have destroyag its blossom
and fragrance, We. read of o physician by
whose skill the ashes of a rose in a glass,
under the gentle influence of heat, gradually
expanded, as from a durk cloud, mto its na-
twal loveliness. The fable of science may
be realized in the purification and garnishing
of the human mind. God works His mira.
cles oftentimes by humble agents;in His
hand memory may becom an ungel to bring
us good tidings of hope and joy. Beneath
its sunshine the withered flower of meek.
ress, of purity, of patience, may revive, and
be arrayed in all the charm of its original
btoom, It will be by His grace. after all,
that the change is effected. ‘¢ Spiritual
idens,” guid a great and good man, may be
recollected in old age. but can hardly be ac
quired” .

The remembrance of the Bible warning,
or a Gospei promise, has aroused the sleep
ing conscience, and poured peace into the
bosom. It was while steering a vessel
through glonm and tempest, and the hand-
writing of God flashed upon the soul of John
Newton. The ouly child of his mother, he
had been caveful y instructed in tie hal-
lowed page :—

*He had early learned
To reverence the volume which displays
The mystery-—thelife which cannot die.”

Those impressions sin had obscured ; but
like a beautiful landscape seen ina dark
night by lightning, they all revived for a
season ; memory spoke to him, in accents
that carried him home to his mother’s arms,
of death and judgement to come. The land-
scape fades with the flash;and so the a-
wakening thoughts of Newton died with the
impulse of the hour, yet not without leaving
a faint impression behiud. The Bible is
never studied in vain 5 its pictures of Chris.
tian holiness are never impressed upon the
tender mind of childhood without an. earlier
or a later benefit. Their lustre may be ob.
scured by crimes and sorrow, but they are
not worn out ; the light from heaven cana
waken their colours into a more pristine
beauty and freshness,—Set,

LINES TO A SKELETON.

About fifty yearsago the London Morning
Chreuicle published a poem entitled *‘Lines
to & Skeleton,™ which excited much attention,
Every effort, even to the offering of o reward
of fifty guineas, was vainly made to discover
the author. All that ever transpired, was
that the poem, in a fair clerk’s hand, was
found near a skeleton of remarkable beauty
of form and color, in the Museuwn of the
Royal College of Surgeous, Lincolns Inn,
London, and that the Curator of the Muse-
um had sent them to Mr, Perry, editor and
proprictor of the Morning Chronicle :

Behold this ruin! 'Twas a skull

Once of ethereal spirit full,

This narrow cell was Life’s retreat,

This space was thought’s mysterious seat.
What heauteous visions filled this spot,
What dreams of plessure long forgot !
Ner Hope, nor Love, nor Joy, nor Fear,
Have left one trace of record here.

Beneath this mouldering canopy

Once shone the bright and busy eye;

But start not at the dismal void—

Tf social Love that eye employed,

If with no lawless fire it gleamed,

But through the dews of kindness beamed,
That eye shall be forever bright,

When stars and suns are sunk in night.

Within this hollow cavern hung

The ready, swift, and tuneful tongue ;

If Falsehood s honey it disdained,

And when it could not praise, was chained;
If bold in Virtue'’s caure it spoke.

Yet gentle Concord never broke !

This silent tongue shall piead for thee
When Time unveils Eternity.

Say did these fiugers delve the mire?
Or with its envied rubies shine?

‘Lo hew ¢he jock or wear the gem,

Can little now avail to them.

Butif the page of Truth they sought
Or comfors to the mourner brought.
These hands a richer meed shall claim,,
Than all that wait on Wealth or Fame.

Avails it, whether baie or shod,
These feet the path of duty trod ? |
If from the bowers of Buse they fled
To seek Affliction’s humble shed ;

If Grandeur’s guilty bribe they spurned,
And home to Virtue's cot returned—
These feet with angels wings shall vie,
And tread the palace of the sky. :
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