Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il
lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

The institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture rastaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture mangue

Coloured maps/
Cartes gaographiques en couteur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or biack)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre qu2 bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations eri couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de 'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de 1a marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de l'impressicn

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

Includes index{es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de l'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est fiimé au taux da réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 30X

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



Presbyterian Record.

VoL, XXIV, DECEMBER, 1898, No. 12
CONTENTS.
THOUGHTS FOR THE CLOSING YEAR 309 Notes of a Honan Trip, by Rev. Murdoch Maee
“YouTu's RECORD," our new paper. 310 Kenzie.. 322
Ouit COUNTRY, by Rev. A, J. Mowatt.. 310 Bajali, the funthtul Bhwl U)xnu’t. l;\ m\ l»r
Our HoME WORE, Buchanan. ... ., teretsseniesenaninsane 325
Home Missions, by Rev. Dr. Warden,.......... 312 | Youxa PEoPLE'S SOCIETIES,
Ti;e":\ugmenmtion Scheme, b:v Rev, Dr. C&mp- - Our Missions on the Pacific Slope, by Rev. Dr,
TR TR Lisese bell, Vietoria (... Lo.ciiiiil Lol e B2
ugmentation, West, b\ Re‘ “ T Hcrridge ...... 814 TmCt\x‘u‘l,{;‘?) },,} :(:)(orm 'Zg
Church Notes and Notices. ... ceereeesains vee ceees 316 ‘The Philippines and l‘luhppmos _____________ 1
OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS.«..eiiuciiiianitiinineannns . 817 p Wo
The latest from Korea, by Rev, Mr. Foote.. ceee 317 L];fo::‘nawt ‘? f).m' a1
Twenty-five years on I;rromung.n, by Re\ II A Sins of th};: Toug.uc' “““““““““ tetTeestnnesaene 334
RODEItSON. cooiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiaanen. PP . 319 it A ALt seereeee s
. . Don't Robyour Master, by Dr. Cuyler............. 3%
Erromanga’s Grand 0ld Mxm ............... JERTPTN 3i9 o e O A i TTim o
Notes from Ching, by Dr. Perer O, Lesie wor ooer 20 A Convenient Seuson,—Never too Dark to See Him 336
New licbridcsJouings.bync\'. J. Annand........ 32 RECEIPTB tciieniieteiiiniaioeenssnanseacsassennannss 337
The last issue of another yvear has come., On  for which He gave it. His patience and kind-

behalf of its readers, and of the Church whose
work it seeks to help, the Recorn gives heartiest
thanks to those who have kindly aided in its cir-
culation during the year.

Troublesome their work has sometimes been,
bat nos fruitless. It is not too much to say that
no little of the interest of our Church in missipns.
Home and Foreign, is due to the missionary
letters and other information given in the Recokbp.
This information is enly useful as the Recorp is
circulated, and thus the helpersin its distribution
are among the most effective agents in our church
work.

May they not grow weary in well doing, but
try this year to make the circulation larger than
ever and the REcORD will try to be more worthy
of their efforts. Subscribers can do much to
lessen the difficulties of these willing helpers by
promptly handing in their subscriptions in
advance.

———

THOUGHTS FOR THE CLOSING YEAR.

First, and chief, with every man, should be the
thought—*What is my attitude towards the on®
upon whom I depend for life, for every breath I
draw, for all that I am and have? Am Iinan
attitude of friendship or enmity, obhedience ot
‘disobedience, of humble trustful reverence and
love or of careless disregard? Is the aim and
effort of heart and life pleasing or otherwise to
Him? If the former, itis well. If the latter,
then another year of life has not fulfilled the end

ness for a year have been wasted. What if that
patience should weary, and no more years be
given ?

2. How huve I grown in character? I may be
richer or poorer in pocket, weaker or stronger in
body, but these changes are of lesser imnportance.
The great question as to wealth, health, strength,
is, am I richer or poorer, more or less healthy,
weaker or stronger, more beautiful or ugly, in
character, which is eternal. Life is given to
shape character for eternity. That character is
taking on fixity. Soon it will be past change.
What progress have I inade this year towards at-
taining that shaping of character which 1 would
like to hava crystallized into permanency ?

3. What use have I made of my opportunities
for others? What suffering have I tried to re-
lieve; what sorrow to cheer? How huve my
words and deeds helped others: into a better way,
or the opposite. So little will sometimes give
help or oncouragement to another's weakne:s or
sorraw, or direction upwards or downwards to an-
other’s life !

4. Whab use have I mado of the year’s oppor-
tunities of sending to the world’s dark, hopeless
millions, that knowledge which has put into my
own life so much of brightness ?

&. Turning irom my own doing to God’s doing,
from my disregard of Him to His care for me,
from my filling of the year for Him to His filling
of the yoar for me, how full His seems by contrast,
Egypt's seven fab years against the lean, are
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poor to illustrate God’s plenty to us in the year
now nearing its end. What cause for gratitude
as wo review His filling of the year for us !

6. Tho end of the year suggests the end of the
years. What will be then the review? Simply
the sum of the years and days as they pass. If
we would make tho backlook from life’s end a
glad and grateful one, it can only be by filling
well each year, each day, as it comes. Once past
it coimnes no more.

¢THE YOUTH’S RECORD.”

We are starting a new paper, monthly, for the
youung people of our church, slightly larger than
the Children’s Record, but at tle same price, only
fifteen cents a year, in parcelsof five and upwards:

The Children’s Record will continue as hereto-
fore, but there is room for another, along the
same lines, for an older class of young people. To
make it uniform with the other two Records, it
will be called Youth's Record. We will then
have three Missionary Records, one for the child-
ren, one for the young people, and one, the
PRESBYTERIAN RECORD, for all, young and old.

The approval of the General Assembly for this
step was asked and given more than a year ago,
but this year has been so occupied with the pub-
lication of the Sunday-sciiool Helps, that it was
delayed. Now that these have been transferred
to Toronto the way is clearer to andertake it.

We trust that thiseffort will meet with a hearty
response. It is the only paper fur the youth of
our church. It is the only paper for these youth
that will give them news of our own missions, in
the knowledge of which they should be trained.
Take other papers if necessary, but give our own
Records a first place among papers for the young.

Samples sent free on application. Address Rev.
E. Scott, Y.M.C.A. Building, Montreal.

In this connection, while cordially welcoming
the bright, attractive papers for the young that
come from abroad, the mind of many is that there
is no listle, in even the best of them, that we can
well do without.

The ¢ Presbyterian Board ” in Philadelphia is
making an earnest cffort to circulate in Canada
ils youth's paper, Forward, and sample copies
scattered liberally among us had quite.a Canadian
flavor.

But it seems hard for our friends across the
line to get away from the life long tendency and
habit of sceking to prejudice what is British,
Staries of revolutionary days, in which the
‘“Yankees” arc always heroic, noble, and true;

“.and the ‘““red coats,” the British, almost as
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invariably tyrannical and brutal, are served up ad
nauseam. One of the latest copies of Forward
that we picked up and read, had its two leading
stories of this class. No wonder that their young
people grow up with a bias and prejudice that
makes them incapable of judging fairly anything
British.

1t is little short of eriminal for these religious
educators of the young to persist in this course,
as has been done forso long, and which has had
so evil an influence. At all events, if they wish
to educate their own young people along that
line, we do not wish such food for our youth, and
it would be a loyal, patriotie, Christian, thing
to allow foreign periodicals to stay at home
until they can find something better for the
mental and moral food of their young people than
the carrion of issues a century dead.

OUR COUNTRY.

BY REV. A. J. MOWATT, MONTREAL.

Tte lines heve fallen unto me in plessant places; I
‘have a goodly heritage. Ps. 16:8,

In his recent thanksgiving sermon from this
text, Rev. A. J, Mowatt, of Erskine church, Mon-
treal, made his theme the duty of cultivating the
Psalmists spirit of content and thankfulness, and
loyalty to our own; seeing the best of, and mak.
ing the most and best of: (1) Our own placs and
w@ in life; (2) Our own home;(3) Qur own
congregation and church; (4) Our own country.

We give below some good, strong, words that
he spoke upon the last subject; and in seeking to
live out the thouglt let us remember that one of
the most effective methods of making our coun.
try great, and without which no new country can
come to goodness or greatness, is the active and
earnesb carrying on of our Home Mission Work,
leavening the new regions of our wide land with
the Guspel. Mr. Mowatt said:—

In the few words I have to say on this point, I
want you, and myself too, to be fired and inspired
with the old psalmist’s love of country. To him
there was no country like Canaan. It was not
much of a country in size. It wasall broken up
with mountains and wadies. But to his love and
Toyalty there was no country the sun shone on to
‘be at all compared toit. It was the country God
Towards
it God fel5as he felt toward no other;.and he did
for it what he had done for no-other.

Every hill was sacred. Every crag and-torrent
were historic, emblematic, full of inspiration to
the devout soul. A bit of rock land in Canaan,
that you could hardly get a plough ,into, wag
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more in his eyes than the fut acres of Euphrates
or Nile, and so of that bit of rock land he sang of
¢tlines fullen to him in pleasant places ™ and of
his ¢ goodly heritage.”

As Canadians we should be animated by a like
love of country. There should be no country
like ours to us. It is our homeland. We were
born in it. We grew up in it, or we are growing
up in it. We learned our first lessons in it. We
heard the Gospel here, bowed in prayer, felt our
need of Jesus and found him, looked up and saw
God and heaven so near our soul. A father’s and
mother’s precious dust lies yonder over the hill.

True its winters are long and rigorous. Itssnows
deep. Its woodlands and wastes so wild. And
it is not so advanced in the culture and progress
that are the glory of otherlands. But we are not
true Canadians, if, after having seen other coun-
tries; sunny Italy, beautiful France, the land

of Lutner, the rich Orient, we do not come back -

to Canada, saying:—Canada is good enough for
me. Here letr me live and labor. Here let me
pray and work for my country’s good. She has
possibilities before her, a future awaiting her, that
no country on the face of the earth has. Let me
believe in Canada. Let me sing the praises of
Canada. Let me feel that God has his eye on
this land for good, and that he wants to bless her
people with his choicest blesrings.

Thus this thanksgiving day, I would like
to preach love to our country, loyalty to her in-
stitutions, devotion to her interests. Instead of
croaking at the way things are managed, or
mismanaged, praising every country and seeing
good in every country but our own; let us change
our tune,let us harp on ancther string, even as
the patriotic psalmist tenches us here, and let us
count ourselves happy that we are Canadians, and
sing of the lines that have ¢ fallen to usin plea-
sant places” and of our ‘‘goodly heritage,” our
glorious Dominion.

Opposition enlivens trade, even in miracles.
For long, the Redemptorists have had their far-
famed shrine of Ste. Anne de Beaupre, with its
alleged miracles and immense pilgrimages en-
riching the coffers of the Order. Now the +‘blat
Fathers are competing for the homage an \ the
penco of the faithful. Their shrine at Cap fela
Madeline, near Three Rivers, “ue., is raidly
gaining fame for its healing power, and bit ling
for o first place among Canada’s wonder-wo \ing
resorts It is eaid that during the past suf -mer
one hundred thousand pilgrims visited the sl “ine.

Thero has recently been erected a numb~wr of
hotels and boarding houses, and a magni‘icent
church, costing $180,000. Progress backwaid !
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Two sister churches have, during the past two
weoks and months, lost each two men, whose
names and work have long been prominent.

The Auld Kirk in Scotland is poorer by the
passing of two notable men, Principnl Caird and
Dr. John McLeod. The former lacked but two
of fourscore years, and was called awny by death
on the very day that his resignation of the long-
filled Principualship of Glasgow University was to
take effect. The latter, younger by a score,
cerried off in his prime by typhoid, had been
Minister of Govan for twenty-three years; his
presentation to that parish being the last time
that Glasgow University exercised tlus privilege
before the abolition of patronage in 1875.

Morae recently the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.,
has logt Dr. John Hall and Dr. Mutechmore, both
nearing the seventies, men of great stature, with
a great life work well done,

Dr. Hall had gone, as usual, for his summer
vacation to ¢‘dear old Ulster,” as I heard him
once say in a sermon in*Cooke’s Church, Toronto.
He never returned.

Dr. Mutchmore, besides the pastorate of one of
the largest churchesin Philadelphia, has for years
been proprietor and editor-in-chief of the Presby-
terian, a bulwark of Evangelical orthodoxy, and
one of the leading religious weeklies of the
U.S.A., and at his two-fold ministry, he wrought
till near the end.

In other churches, as in our own, the workers
change, the work goes on. Let our “shift” ba
well done.

LETTING SELF GO.

There is no greater source of misery than being
occupied with one’s self. The habit develops an
excessive sensitiveness to every breath of opinion
and comment, and a suspiciousness of such com-
ment where none is uttered. The mind comesto
a state like that of the body in which every prick
of a pin festers, and turns to a sore. Nothing 1s
amore wholesome cure for this than the power
and practice of getting outside of self, and be-
coming interested in the men and women around
us. It is oneof the great uses that childhood
renders us that it gives us human beings of
wonderful interest, who awaken in us no false
sensitiveness, and charm us into forgetfulness of
our claims, our sores, our private griefs. The
world i3 kept young by having this fresh life
poured into its bosom that wemay forget cur
selfishness and our grievances. The man whose
interests are with those around him has no 1ime
nor opportunity for selfish n.isery.—Sel.
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Our bome Missions.

Will East, as West, please read carefully the
articles that follow, on Home Missions and
Augmentation. The writers are western and
have taken the western field for texts, but the
sermons are continent-wide, the articles for the
most part dealing with prineiples which are un-
affected by longitude.

The Maritime folk have as usual gone about the
raising of their brotherhood fund, the Augmenta-
tion Fund, in a methodical, business like way.
The Synod at i‘s recent meeting stated the
amount that it thought each Presbytery should
give. The Presbyteries have had their meetings
and have divided up their respective allotments
into the smaller sums which they think each con-
gregation should give, and now the congregations,
most of them, will as heretofore, loyally give the

amount asked of them, some of them more; and

many a small congregation that would other-
wise have ¢ occasional supply” will be able by
their own liberal efforts, £hus aided, to have their
own minister, their regular Sabbath services, in
their own church home. A good deed, well done.

——

It isof the utmost importance that action Wesb
be taken at once and the work carried on with
enthusiasm and vigor. Envelopes have been pre-
pared for special collection on behalf of Aug-
mentation. Ministers and others can obtain a
supply of these, as well as additional copies of
lenflet, by addressing the Rev. Dr. Warden,
Presuvyterian Church Officers, Toronto, to whom
ali contributions should be sent.

STATE OF THE FUNDS. WEST.

The Church year now ends on the 3lst March,
It may be of interest to know how the Funds
stand at this date. In the following column, the
first table shows the estimated amount required
for the current ecclesiastical year, the second
column shows the amount received by the Treas-
urer to this date, and the third column showsthe
amount still required before the end of the year,

3lst March :
Estimate Received Amount
for year. todate. required.

Home Mission........ $ 82,000 &11,300 $ 7¢,70p
Augmentation ........ 28,000 2,300 25,700
Foreign Miss'n........ 65,100 9,100 56,000
French. Evangel’n... 25,000 5,500 19,500
Pt.-nux-Trembles .... 10,000 600 9,400
Runox College...... e 12,000 1,800 10,200
Queens College........ 4,000 220 3,780

“ deficit. 9,000 —_— 9,000
Montreal College... 5,000 220 4,780
Manitoba College..... 5,000 600 4,400
“Widows & Orphans.. 10,000 950 9,050
Aged & Infirm Min.. 17,000 1,650 15,350
Assembly ceeeeneuennenes 6,000 1,750 4,250

$278,100 $35,990 $242,110
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If in the habit of making collections for the
Schemes of the Church throughout the year, and
allocating the whole sum among the different
Schemes at the close of the year, and then for
warding viie amounts to the Agent of the Church,
please make this change : forward the collections
as they are made, and save the Schemes paying
interest while your gifts lie idle. Then at the
year’s end make your allocation and state to the
Agent of the Church the amounts to be credited
to different Schemes.

HOME MISSION FUND, WESTERN
SECTION.

Toronto, 28th Nov., 1898.

Every since the union of the churches in 1875,
the Annual Home DMission circular has been
written by the late Rev. Dr. Cochrane, the ener-
getic and loved Convener of the Committee, whose
recent death the whole Church mourns. On the
very day of his death he dictated several letters
in connection with the work of the Committee,
8o that up to the closing hours of life, he wasen-
gaged in furthering the interests of the Scheme.

In consequence of his removal, and under a
deep sense of responsibility, I send out this circu-
lar, reminding you of the claims of the Home
Mission scheme, and soliciting your hearty co-
operation on its behalf. May we have abundant
evidence that while the workers are providen-
tially removed, the Master does not permit the
work itself to suffer loss.

Steady progress is being made from year to
yesr. In the older Provinces of Ontario and
Quebec, there are at the present time, 171
Mission fields, with 436 preaching stations, in
connoction with which there are 6,144 famihes.
Last year the Committeo expended $24,650.00 in
helping these families to maintain ordinances.

It is interesting to note the great change which
has taken place in the method of working these
ficlds of recent years. Formerly, most of them
swere supplied by student missionaries, who con-
ducted services regularly during the summer
half-year. In the winter, however, many of the
fields were without service, while in others, only
an occasional service was held. Now, however,
the large mnajority ofthem have continuoussupply
during the whole year, by means of ordained
missionaries. As a result, it is believed that eve
long, many of them will call their own pastors
and become augmented charges, and will soon
thereafter reach the gelf supporting stage.

‘While the number of mission fields has greatly
diminished in many of the Presbyteries of Ontario
and Quebzc, in others the number has been in-
creasing of late years. More especially is this
true of the Presbyteries of Montreal, Ottawa.
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Lenark and Renfrew, Kingston, Barrie, North
Bay and Algoma.

To the west of Lake Superior, we have now 14
Presbyteries, where twenty-five years ago there
was none. In these Presbyteries there are at
present 90 self-supporting congregations, 33
augmented charges, and 197 mission lields, with
(84 preaching stations. The present vigorous
and hopeful condition of the Presbyterian cause
in the Western Provinces is largely owing, under
God, to the efforts of the Home Mission Commit-
tee during the past twenty-five years, The work
in the West is likely to grow even more rapidly
in the next ten years than it has during the pre-
ceding decade. Immigration ie greatly on the
increase of late, and the successful opening up
and development of new mining districts, with
the building of new branch lines of railway, are
rapidly increasing the population, rendering de-
sirable the opening of new mission fielde in larger
numbers than the funds at the disposal of the
Committee justify.

The recent reception into our College at Win-
nipeg of two young Galicians, who are studying
with a view to Christian work among their fellow
countrymen, of whom there are now 14,000 in the
Northwest, is & most hopeful sign.

At a meeting of the Executive last month, in
response to & request from the Presbytery of
Kamloops, and upon areport from the Rev. C.
W. Gordon, who had recently visited the country
opened by the Crow’s Nest Railway, the Commit-
tee decided to commence work among the men
engaged in the mines in the neighborhood of
Rossland, Nelson, and Whitewater. This is a
work such as has not hitherto been undertaken
by the Committee, and one which will not only
entail & heavy expenditure of money, but which
will require men of special gifts. At present, the
(lommittee are on the outlook for suitable mis.
sionarics to labor among the miners.

Last year the Committee undertook work in the
Kiondyke gold district. The first missionary,
the Rev. R. M. Dickey, left in Sept., 1897, fol-
lowed soon after by the Rev. A. S. Grant, and
more recently by the Rev. J. Pringle and Rev. J.
A. Sinclair. Ours was the first Canadian church
to send missionaries into this new territory, and
it is encouraging to report that we have been able
fairly well to overtake the work there. Owing to
the uncertainty as to the future of the district,
the Committee, did not feel justified in increasing
the number of missionaries thisfall. They await
developments, expecting that on the opening of
navigation next season, it will be necessary to
largely increass the staff. The Committee have
been disappointed as to the financial returns from
that country, helieving that while the outlay was
exceptionally heavy at the start, the salaries of
the missionaries would, ere long, be borne by the
people themselves, This expectation has nob
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been realized. Almost the entive expenditure,
both as to outfit and salary, hasthus fur been met
by the funds of the Comnnttee. This has not
been owing to any fault of the nussionaries, who
deserve the warm sympathy and support of our
people fur their self-denyng labors i & peculiarly
ditlicult and trying ficld, but owing to the excep-
tional circumstances of the distriet.

A church building is being erected in Dawson
City, at n cost of $11,000.00, which is expected to
be entirely provided by the people themselves.
In Eldorado—a district adjoining Dawson City---
a lot has been secured, on which there 1s a build-
ing which is used meantime for services, Until
some decision is definitely reached with reference
to the building of a line of railway, via Glenora
and Teslin Lako, no action has been taken by our
missionary at Glenora towards the erectionof a
church. 'The expenditure last year on the work
west of Lake Superior, including the Klondyke,
exceeded $45,000.00.

The estimated amount required to carry on the
work of the Home Mission Committee this year is
882,000.00, in addition to whatever may be
necessary in connection with the work among the
miners. Last year the total amount received for
Home Missions from the congregations of our
Church, including Sabbath Schools, Christian
Endeavor Societies and private individuals, was
$58,160. Tho sum of $12,000 was obtained from
bequests, and $11,800 from Britain,

This year, thus far, very little has been receiv-
ed from bequests, and the contributions from
Britain are only $4,130. It seems, therefore,
that of the total amount required this year, at
least $75,000 will need to be got from our own
people. Thisis about 30 per cent. in excess of
of the amount they contributed last year.

Considering the improved condition of the
country, it is reasonable to expect a large in-
crease in contributions for Church work, and the
Committee’s earnest hope is that they will not be
disappointed. They look for this increase in all
sections of the Church.

Will you kindly present the claims of the
Home Mission work to your congregation and
Sabbath School and other organizations connected
with your Church.

Soliciting your cordial co-operation.
Believe me,
Yours faithfully,
Ront. H. WARDEN,
P.S —The Church year now closes on March 31,
P.P.S.—Copies of the above in Leaflet form,

free, for distribution, may be had from Dr.
Warden.

As early as possible in the line of the day make
& bend in the Divine direction, if you wish every
hour of the day to bring you nearer to God.
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THE AUGMENTATION SCHEME.
BY DR. CAMPBELL, RENFREW, CONVENER, WEST.

To my Brethren tn the Ministry :—

Expansion meets us everywhere in these days ;
on Eustern traffic lines, at Western mines, and
best of all, all along the line in the growth of var
Mission Field.

Clear headed business men rejoice in it, and
declare that it ie the making of Canada to hold
the trade by meeting the expansion now, at al-
most any cost. Shall not they and we together
show like wisdom and decision in the other
sphere, where the inaking of Canada, in the high-
est sense, i3 being wrought out? Doubtless,
carnest men amongst them are waiting and ready
to be with us in any decided movement ; only
they would say, “Itisin your line, so you must
plan and tell us what is needed, for we are very
busy men,”

Have we any plan? Loving hearted and clear
headed men wrought out the Augmentation
Scheme, with the intent of meeting the Home
Mission Committes at all its terminals, and of
handling, without loss or delay, all material
offered to the Church’s further care. It may not
be the ideal plan, but it is what we have just now,
and so useful has it been that this may be said:
‘“If at any gathering of business men, called to
consider some pressing material interest, a plan
similarily tested and successful should be pre-
sented, the money needed te carry it through
would be provided in a single hour.”

And we, brethren, if we go tothe work unitedly,
and with whole-hearted conviction, can accom-
plish the same thing in half an hour. Give me
half an hour in which each of you, in his own
pulpit or in that of an exchanging brother, shall
speak from heart to henrt, informing our people
and appealing for their aid, and I have no fear as
to the result.

Something behind that of course ; the situa-
tion grasped, conviction graven on your hearts
and minds, and above all, love on the spring ; then
there can be no failure. This gift I shall surely
have, your Church shall have, your Master shall
have, for I abide in this faith, that ‘‘for Zion’s
sake you will not hold your peace, and for Jeru-
salem’s sake you will not rest, until the righteous-
ness thereof shall go forth as brightness, and tne
salvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.”

r—r——

AUGMENTATION, WEST.
BY REV. W.T. HERRIDGE, OTTAWA.

The work which the Augmentation Fund has
accomplished since its creation in 1883, is itself
themost eloquent testimony to its worth, and
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the greatest incentive to its enthusiastic support
by every member of the Presbyterian Church in
Canadu. At the sume time, it becomes necessary
from yenr to year to set forth its conditions and
requirements.

Our first word must be ono of grateful thanks
for tho large measure of support which was given
to the Funds during the past ygar. More gener-
ous interest was shown in many quarters and
very hearty re-ponse from many old and tried
friends, Thus, the Committee was enabled,
though in an exceedingly modest way, to meet
the needs of the various congregations under its
cave, and even to show a small balance on hand.
This was mainly because something over $2,500
came from ‘¢ British Grants,” a source of revenue
which was ours for the first and last time.

The ordinary revenue ran behind the expendi.
ture by $1,500, and when it is remembered that
this year, the Committee, with the express sanc-
tion of Assembly, added as many fields in new
districts as will increase the expenditure to at
least 826,000, as compared with £ 23,000 last year,
it will be understood that between £4,000 and
$5,000 more will be required from our people to
keep pace with the demands which are fairly
made upon the Fund.

In fact the Assembly authorized the Committee
to go the length of $28,000, and, in another year,
80 pressing are the demands, even more than that
may be necessery ; but with the good help of
Presbyteries, who have shown great carefulness
in securing moderate claims, the Committee have
kept down expenditure to a point lower than
was expected, and are hopeful that the
Church's response to the appeal now made may
be so generous, that again they may make ends
meet.

DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES.

The aim of the Augmentation Fund is not to
pamper congregations, but rather tostimulate
them to.the point of complete self-support. That
such efforts have been successful is proved by the
fact that each year a number of .charges are re-
moved from the list altogether, while many that
remain have diminished grants given them. Iy
some cases, of course, owing to peculiar diffi.
culties, growth is exceedingly slow; and it is
just here that tho assistance of the Fund is most,
required, if Christiun ordinances are to bo main-
tained at all.

Quebec and some parts of Ontario call for our
aid as urgently as the Western Provinces
of our Dominion ; and while the results may he
less exhilarating, they are not less beneficial,

The work of the Assembly’s Committee is as.
sisted by exact reports from Synods and Presby.-
teries, and each case is submitted to the most
rigid investigation. The Committee might be
accused, perhaps, of enforced parsimony, but
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never of extravagance. It may be safely assorted
that no Fund of the Church is administered with
greater care.

GROWING REQUIREMENTS.

While there are yearly removals from the list
of augmented charges, a still lurger number
seeks admission toit. This arises from the ad-
vance of Home Mission Scations to a point at
which they are entitled to a place on the Fund,
and is, therefore, & gratifying sign of tho Church’s
growing strength in the Dominion,

It has been usually found, as might be expect-
ed, that when a congregation acquires the right
to call its own minister, much stimulus is given
to its liberality, not only in supporting him, but
in doing what it can for the Church at large. The
Augmentation Committeo rejoices in the relief
which is thus from time to time afforded to the
Home Mission Fund, and in the opening given
for that aggressive wo..c which is so imperatively
called for, especinlly 1a tho Northwest and Brit-
ish Columbia.

But unless the Augmentation Fund receives
generous aid, it becomes impossible to assume the
new obligations which are thus imposed upon
it; and, a8 a conseguence, the whole cause of
missions in Canada suffers injury. Insupport-
ing Augmentation, you are practically helping,
in a kind of double way, to bring the message of
the Gospel to the frontiers of civilization, and no
one needs to be told how much that message con-
tributes to the real welfare of our beloved land.

All this is illustrated fully by some recent re-
marks of Dr, Robertson. He was asked: What
of the growth of missions last season ? ** Twenty-
one new missions; fifteen missions advanced to be
augmented congregations, and ten missions and
congregations become self-supporting. About a
score more are ready to go on Augmentation list,
but the Committee is too poor to adopt so many
orphans just now.”

But isit not a pity and is it not aloss to the
Church that the Committee is kept thus poor
when there is such grand work to be done?

UNITED ACTION,

The Augmentation Fund relies for its support
upon the gifts of the whole body of Presbyterians,
and not alone upon those of a few wealthy con-
gregations. In order to succeed we must all do
what we ean. The strong should bear the in-
firmities of the weak, but even those congrega-
tions which are not so very strong will find their
cficiency increased by ceming to the aid of
others.

It is pleasant to helpthose who do their utmost
tohelp themselves, and from year to year figures
assure us that the average contribution per
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family to this fund, from augmented charges, is
greater than that of self-sustaining congrega-
tions, That is, without doubt, a gratifying
state of affuirs, though one which ought not to be
accepted with mera complacency. For unless it
means that augmented charges are giving too
much to the Fund, it must mean that self-sus-
taining congregations are giving too little. We
appeal, therefore, to every minister and every
Church member to do the utmost in order to
make the support of this Fund more nearly uni-
versal than it now is; and we are persuaded that
our appeal will not be in vain,

HELP FROM OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

The Committee records with much pleasure
the growing interest manifested by Sunday
Schools and Young People’'s Sccieties and kin-
dred organizations. There is room, however, for
much further development in this directien. It
will be most beneficial to the young people of our
church to acquaint themselves with our needs,
and the work which we are segking to do; and
the more thoroughly they understand these
things, the more generous will be their aid.

THE OUTLOOK.

We speak of crucial periods; but each year is
crucial in the progress of our young Dominion.
We are bound as a Church to see that none of
our children are in want if we areat all able to
keep them. The rapid development of Western
Canada culls for energetic action, if we wish to
keep pace with the needs of our fellow-country-
men in the prairies, the forests, and the mines.
Our brothers there aie well worth attention,
Many of them will lack those helpful influences,
with which we are so familiar, unless we come
to their aid.

And while it would be pharisaical to suppose
that we are by nature any better than they, yet
amid the peculiar menaces to morality which
frontier iife presents, it becomes doubly needful
that theinroads of materialism and vice should be
kept back by the might of Christian principles.

It will be largely our own fault if gain in gold
means loss in manhood. The noblest patriotism
calls us to the task of laying secure foundations
for our country’s welfare. The religion which we
profess is, above all things, a religion of unself-
ishness. If Christ is to be believed, the only
way of saving our own lives is by sceking to
save the lives of others. It is our works which
prove the gernineness of our faith in him. Pres-
byterians have never been slow to meet their
responsibilities; and as, year by year, fresh obli-
gations are presented before us, we aresure that
the heart of the Church will be stirred to achieve
the noblo and inspiring task which God has given
it to do.
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CHURCI[ NOTES AND NOTICES.

CALILS.

¥rom St. Andrews, Truro, to Mr. R. G.
Strathie, of Newport, N, S.

From Thorburn, MN. 8., to Mr. J. A. Mac-
Kenzie, of Acadia Mines, N.S.

From Woodstock, N. B., to Mr. Ireland. Ac-
ceptud.

From Mount Forest, Ont., to Mr. James Berber,

¥rom Kintore, Ont., to Mr. J. Lindsay, of
Collingwood. Accepted.

From Buckingham, Que., to Mr. Wm. Patter-
son, of Leamington.

¥rom Uptergrove and Longford, to Mr. W. P.
McEachern, of Watertown,

From Hillsburg and Bethel, Ont., to Mr. M.
McKinnon, of Fenelon Fulis.

From Kintore, Ont., to Mr. John Lindsay.

From East Ch., Toronto, to Mr. H. A, Mac-
Pherson, of Acton, Ont.

From Bethel and East Normanby, Ont., to Mr.
dJ. G. Reid.

From Culloden and Varschoyle, Ont., to Mr. A.
Stewart, of Stratford.

INDUCTIONS.

At Harbor Grace, Nild., 18 Oct., Mr. J. P.
Falconer.

At St. Peters, C. B., 15 Nov., Mr, Calder,

At New Dublin, N. S., to be ordained and in-
ducted 6 Dec., Mr. A, G. H. Fraser.

At Kirkland, N.B., 1 Nov., Mr. W. J. Fowler,
called from Sherbrooke, N. S.

At St, John’s French Ch., Montreal, 16 Oct.,
Mr. Valentine de Genova, ordained as missionary
to the Italians of Montreal.

At Knox Ch., Sydenham, Ont., 1 Nov., Mr.
Black.

At Chatsworth, Cnt., 2 Nov., Mr. Little.

At St. Andrew’s Ch., Orangeville, 8 Nov., Mr.
R, W. Dickey.

RESIGNATIONS.

Of St. Luke’s Ch., Bathurst, N. B., Mr. A. F.
Thompson.

Of Airlie, Blackbank, and Banda, Mr. W. Gal-
lagher,

Of Aylmer and Springfield, Ont., Mr. W. H.
Anderson,

Of Mosu, Ont., Mr. Alex. Fraser.

Of St. Andrews and Shakspere, Ont., Mr. R.
Pyke.

Of Listowel, Out., Mr. W, Cooper.

Of Knox Ch., Sutton West, Ont., Mr. James
Fraser, after a pastorate of nearly forty years.

Of Summerside, P.E.L, Mr. E. M. Dill.

OBITUARIES.

Rev. Reo. E. Dyde, was born in Ottawa; was
educated at Kingston Collegiate Institute and
Queen’s University ; in January of the present
year he was ordained and appointed missionary
at Sharbot Lake and Bedford Station. In the
eurly summer failing health ¢t mpelled bis resig-
nation, and on the 17t’) Oct. L.e was called torest
at the early age of twenty-eight years,
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PRESBYTERY MEETINGS,

Synod of the Maritime Provinces.

1. Sydney.

2. Inverness, Little Narrows, 14 Mar., 11 a. m,
3. P.E. Island, Chrlt'n, St. Jas., 7 Mar., 11 a.m.
4. Pictou, New Glasgow, 10 Jan., 1.30 p.m.

6. Wallace, Ambherst, 7 Feb.

6. Truro, Truro, 10 Jan., 11 a.m.

7. Halifax, Hx. Chal. ‘

8. Luuenbm-[{ Yar., Lun., 6 Dec., 10.30.

9, St. John, St. John, St. A., 17 Jan.
10. Miramichi, Newcastle, 21 Dec., 10 a.m.

Synod of Montreal and Oltawa.

11. Qnebec, Sherbrooke, St. A., 13 Dec., 2 p. m,
12. Montreal, Mont., Knox, 13 Dec., 10 a.m.

13. Glengarry, Maxville, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m.

14. Ottawa, Otta., Bank St., 7 Feb., 10 a.m,
15. Lanark&Ren., Carlton Pl.,22Nov. 10.30 a.m.
16. Brockvills, Kemptville, 13 Dec., 10.30 a.m.

Synod of Toronto and Kingston.

17, Kingston, Napanee, 13 Dec., 11 a.m,

18. ‘Peterboro, Ptrbro., St. P., 13 Dec., 9 a.m.
19. Whitby, Pt. Perry, St. J., 17 Jan,, 10 a.m.
Lindsay, Lindsay, St. A., 20 Dec., 11 a.m.
21. Toronto, Tor., Knox., 1 Tu. ev. mo.

22. Orangeville, Crangeville, 10 Jan., 10.30 a. m.
23. Barrie, Barrie, 13 Dec.. 10.30 a.m.

24. North Bay, Emsdale, 17 Jan., 9 a.m.

25. Algoma, Webbwood, March.

26. Owen Sound, O. Sd., 20 Dec., 10 a.m,
Saugeen, Mt. Forrest, 14 Dec., 10.30 a.m.
28. Guelph, Guelph, Kx., 17 Jan., 10.30 a.1n.

Syncd of Hamilton and London.

29. Hamilton, Ham., Knox., 17 Jan., 9.30.

30. Paris, Paris, 13 Dec., 10,30 a.m.

London, 8t. Thos.,9 Jan., 2 p.m., 10th, 9a.m.
32. Chatham, Chatham, 1st, 13 Dec., 10 a.m.
33. Stratford, Strat., Kx., 10 Jan., 10.30 a.m.
34. Huron, Clinton, 17 Jan., 10 a.m.

35. Maitland, Kincardine, Kx., 17 Jan., 1 p.m,
36. Bruce, Paisley, 13 Dec., 10 a.m.

37. Sarnia, Alvinston, 6 Dec., 10 a m.

Sunod of Manztoda and the North-West,

38. Superior, Fort Wm., 1st week in March.
39. Winnipeg, Man. Col,, 2 Tu , Jan., bi-mo.
40. Rock Lake, Boissevain, 1st week March.

41, Glenboro, Glenboro, 6 March.

42. Portage, P. la Pra., 1 March.

43. Brandon, Brandon, 7 March, 10 a.m.

44, Minnedosa, Binsearth 8 March, 10 asm.

45, Melita, Melita, 7 March, 9 a.m.

46. Regina, Indian Head, 1 March.

Synod of British Columbia.

47. Calgary, Lethbridge, (provisionally, 22 Feb.)
48. Edmonton, Lacombe, da.e not fixed.

49. Kamloops, Revelstoke, date not fixed.

50. Westminster, Vancouver, St. And., 6 Dec.
51, Victoria, Nanajmo, St. A., 6 Dec., 10am,
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Our Forefgn Missions,

The beauty of the opening paragraph of Mrs.
Harrington’s paper in October RECORD, ahout
her father Dr. Geddie, was obscured by its
arrangement in type. It should have heen as
follows:

My father, John Geddie, was,-—
born in Banfl, Scotland, April 10, 1815;

* % ¥ * %
licensed by the Presbytery of Pictou, May 2, 1837;
¥ ¥ %X ¥ ¥

sniled from Newburyport, Mass., Jan. 28, 1847,
¥k X * ¥

landed on Ancityum, New Hebrides, May 29, 1848;
* % K ¥ ¥

entered into rest at Geelong, Australia, Dec. 14,
1872.

¢ Through the naked words and mean,
May we see the truth between.”

The couplet is a quotation from Kipling, and
the article that followed was a filling iu of the
“ truth between,”’ in order, the above lines serv-
ing ag divisions of the subject.

A FAULT, A LOSS, A REMEDY.

Anill that affects our Foreign Mission work, as
well asall the other Schemes of the Church, is
that in some congregations it is the custom for the
treasurer to hold the missionary money collected
thronghout the year, and then forward itin one
sum to the Agent of the Church, some time be-
tween January and March, in time to be put in
the church accounts before the closing of books at
the end of the church year, on the 31st ¢f March-

The result is that, as the work of the Church at
home and abroad is being carried onall the year
round, money has to be borrowed and interest
paid upon it, until the collections come in at the
end of the year to pay it off.

If treasurers would forward the money as it is
collected, this interest would in some measure be
saved. If collections are kept back wumtil the end
of {he year, part of the amount has to go for the
money that had to be got in place of them to
carry on the work. If o congregation collacts one
hundred dollars, and it i ¥ept lying on hand for
most of the year, it is not worth more to the
Schemes of the Church than, sy, ninety-five dol-
lars would have been at the beginning of the year,
because a part of itself has to go to pay for moeney
that was needed to carry on that amount of work
throughout the year. A small amount of interest
mey sometimes be obtained upon it when it is
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kept in o bank, but not so much as has to be paid
for the use of the money.

All collections shoukl be forwarded promptly,
whenever they aremude. 1t is the Lord's money,
needed for the Lord’s work, and should@ not be
kept ** laid up in a napkin.”

If the custom is to colleet during the year and
then allocate the amounts at the end of the year,
among the different Schemes, ther forward she
amounts agthey are collected, and the funds will
have the use of them, without paying interest,
and the statement of the amounts to bhe finally
allocated among the different Scthemes can he sené
ab the end of the year, and be credited accord-
ingly.

The amount that has to be spent yearly in
carrying on the work of the ciurch, in the shape
of interest, while small sumsare lying idle in
treasurer’s hands all over the church, would of
itself be of no little help in carrying on additicnal
wark. Thus the Lord’s cause is in that measure
hindered.

THE LATEST FROM KOREA.

BY OUR MISSIONARY, REV. MR. FOOTE.

¢ Qur first glimpse of the rugged mountains of
the Hermit Nation, Korea,” writes Mr. Foote, in
the Pres. Witness, ¢ was on Sunday afternoon, the
fourth of September.

““ Korea is decidedly a mountainous country,
giving o stranger the impression that it might be
an uninhabited, barren, treeless waste. But the
mountains are broken by large, fertile, beautiful
valleys, through which flow vivers of great im-
portance to navigation, forming highways through
the most populous districts into the interior of
the country.

FIRST GLIMPSE OF KOREAN LIFE.

It was Sunday evening when the ¢ Higo
Marn” dropped anchor in the harbor of Fusan,
and Monday morning we set foot for the first time
on Korean soil.

Fusan is the largest and most inportant city
in southern Korea. The new city, consisting of
three settlements, the Korean, Japanese, and
Chinese, occupies low ground close to the water’s
edge. Old Fusen, three miles distant, is situated
in one of the fertile valleys of Korea.

Between these two cities crowds of people
move to and fro, the gentlemen dressed in white
and scrupulously clean, v“th a black hat made of
split bamboo, horse hair, and silk, held in its
place by bands tied under the chin; the coolie,
with clothes once white, and no hat at all, carry-
ing an enormous load of thres hundred pounds

.
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ona *“jickey” fitting closely to his back, or as-
sisted by a neighbor, bearing o Sedan chair con-
taining some foreigner or official, or it may be
guiding a heavily burdened pony toward some
business centre, to barter his load for houzehold
necessities.

MISSIONS IN FUSAN.

On a high hill, ten minutes’ walk from New
Fusan, are the mission premises of the Presby-
terian missionaries of the U. S. A. North. That
church is represented here by Dr. C. H. Inrvin,
Rev. Mr. Ross, and Miss Chase. The last two
arrived recently, and are busily engaged with the
language.

Dr. Irvin has been on the field six years. He
has a Horpital and Dispensary partly equipped
at his own expense. Lest year he anwsthetized
over three hundred patients, and rcceived about
gix hundred dollars in fees for the mission.

Although Fusan has been occupied since 1891
by missionaries, it has experienced nothing of the
religious awakening of Northern Korea.

‘We also met here Rev. Mr. Adams, who labors
at Taigu, a new station one hundred miles in-
land. He has recently returned from an itinerat-
ing trip and reportsa lurge eale of books, and
deep interest among all the people.

At Old Fusan are three missionaries of the
Australian Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mr,
Adamson, Miss Menzies, and Miss Brown. It
was in Fusan that the first missionary to Xores,
of that church, the saintly and scholarly Davies,
died in 1890, of cold, persecution, and neglect,
while travelling among these people, breaking
unto them the Bread of Life.

NEARING OUR JOURNEY'S END.

We left Fusan on the 5th of September, Mon-
day evening, and on the morning of the 7th arriv-
ed in Chemulpo. The following day we took a
river boat and steamed up the Han river, fifty-
five miles, meeting here friends of the Presbyter-
ian Church of the U. S. A. North, who were ex-
pecving us. At dark we reached Mr. Miller's
residence, feeling that our seven weeks’ journey,
covering about ten thousand miles, was at an
end, and that we had reached the land where
our strength would be used in our Master’s ser-
vice.

Sunday morning was spent with Rev. S. F.
Miller, in visiting four villages on the river Han,
four miles from Seoul. The Xorean knows no
Sabbath until he becomes a Christian, and as
there are fow or no believers in these villages, all
were spending the Lord’s day as other days.

But the good seed is being sown, the light is
breaking, the leaven is at work, and unconscious-
1y the heathen Koreanaof thesevillages are being

infinencad by the Gospel.
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We distributed about six hundred tracts, full
of gospel truth, conceining the Holy Spnit con-
trasted with tice evil spirits which tucy worslap
Men were eager for the messace. They ceased
theic work and came forward to listen to the
words spoken.

We had been out only a short time when a
crowd of men, each with a tract, gathered by the
river side under the shade of Jarge trees. Ono of
the number read the tract to the others, who Ls-
tened with close attention. As he finished, they
addressed qurstions to Mr. Miller, and he
now took advantage of this opportunity and
preached a sermon to them explaining the way of
life..

Such gatherings occurred several times during
the day. The Koreans have inquisitive minds,
and the truths of the Gospel presented in this way
have a wonderful effect.

In the afternoon Mr. Miller preached at & regu-
lar service.

Dr. Grierson and Mr. McRae attended the
Korean service at Seoul, and each spoke to the
people with the aid of an interpreter.

The knowledge of Christ has spread in a won-
derful way over the whole land. There is no
need to look for an opening or an opportunity to
preach. The people are eager to hear and the
field is already white for the harvest. Mission-
aries leave their homes for weeks at a timeo visit-
ing village after village, superintending the work
growing up around them. The great problem
now is to train a sufficient number of native
Christians of ability and piety to become pastors
of the churches already established.

WHERE MACKENZIE LIVED AND DIED.

We have received a warm welcome from the
Koreans, but nothing touched our hearts so deep
ly as the presence of two men from Sorai with
en invitation for us to make our home with
them.

One was Mr. Saw, with whom Mr. McKenzie
lived, and in whose house he died. He is a noble,
intelligent-looking man, and said to be one of the
best native Christians in Korea. His signaturs
is attached to that letter sent to our Board by the
Christians of Sorai. Thesoe people now feel that
their prayer has been answered and look for our
help.

There is now an endowed school in Sorsi
known as the McKenzioschool. Before hisdeath
Mr. McKenzie gave Mr. Saw one hundred and
forty dollars, requesting him to use it as he
thought best. Land was purchased, and the
Christians erected a school building ab their own
private expense. The rest is sufficient to pay 8
teacher’s salary.

As s00n as possible we wlil visit this province
and msake arrangements to locate permanently

when spring opens,
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS ON ERROMANGA.

«J have baptized about seven hundred adults
and eight hundred children, ordained thirty
eblers, married over three hundred couples,
trained, more or less, over one hundred teachers,
all of whom were employed for a longer or
shorter time on their own island, and some
of them on other islands” So writes Rev.
H. A. Robertson of his quarter century on
Erromanga. ¢l have baptized infants and little
children, and when they grew up married them
and  baptized their children, some whom are
now old enough to be married.

Nearly all the older people when we took up
our work here bave long since passed away, and
to-day there are very few old men on the island.

For all the Dblessed chauges that have come
over Erromanga since that never-to-be-forgotten
98th of June, 1872, when Messis. Watt, Milne,
and Macdonald, and their wives, sailed away in
the first ¢¢ Day-spring > after co.nmending owr-
selves and our work to God, we are truly thank-
ful 1o God, and to Him be all the glory.

That night after I walked back to our louely
house, after the dear old Day-spring with our
missionary friends on Lomd had faded into the
gloom and shadow which scttled down upon the
waters, wo prayed that we might see the day
when Erromanga might e wen for Christ.  “Er-
romangn for Christ.”—was the burden of our
evening prayer, and thank Ged thatisnow largely
true.  Your prayers, our prayers, the prayers of
God’s people the¢ wide world over have been
answered for one of U.e dmkest spots anywhere,
andone of the mert degiaded, most cruel, and
savage people inall the Pacifie.  Wo have now
twenty-two elders, thirty-six teachers, and three
hundred church members.

——

ERROMANGA'S “GRAND OLD MAN.”

The New Hebrides Islands have among their
older Christians some grand men, who were
brought npin heathenism, and were among the
first to accept Christianity.

"The Christian party being so small, and heath-
cnism so  hostile, the stand taken by any of the
leading men, led by the Spirit of God, tended to
develop in them still greaterstrength of character,
and being amongst the first of theChristian party
they naturally became leaders in the native
Chureh as itextended.

Many of the earlier converts have passed away
but some still live, of whom Yomot has perhaps
the first place on Erromanga. the  Martyr Isle.”?

For forty years, since before the murder of the
Gordong. he has been a faithful helper and pro-
tector, and for 22 years a teacher, Of him Rev.
H. A. Robertson writea;—

-
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¢ After a most faithful service of over twanty-
two years as teacher, Yomot was relieved from
the active duties of teacher in March last, and
appointed to vi-it the surrounding districts as
much as his strength will permit, in order to urge
the teachera to greater fuithfulness in their spe-
cial duties, and to press upon the people to aid
an encourage their teachers in all their work
among them.

Dear Yomot has been for forty years the warm
and truo friend of the Erromanga Mission, and u
least since we came, twenty-five years ago, he
hasbeen by far the strongest and most fearless
supporter we have had in our varied work and
difficulties among his countrymen.

He is, like us all, far short of what he ought
to be. He has his weak points and his turns of
laziness. At times he is crotchety and self-
willed, and I often think would have done more
good if he had been more gentle and mild, soas
todraw men to him, but thess points are not
natural to him. He loves to rule in his own
abrupt manner and for many years he has had
more influenco than any other nativeon the island,
not excepting cven the chiefs.

Dr. Gunn well described him on a visit here.
A number of our teachers were standing in a
group. Iasked Dr. Gunn if he had seen Yomot.
He said he bad not. “Well he is onc of that
group, can you point himn out?” e at once did
so, and said, ‘I would cell Yomot ‘An iron
man.’”

Notwithstanding his faults and failings, Yomot
has been the ablest and best friend of the Erro-
mangan Mission for many a Jong year, and when
our lives were in dunger, during the first seven
years we spent on the Islands, Yomot scemed
completely without fear as to his own safety, and
not one of the loud talking savages would meet
him'fairly and single handed, but he was ever
watchful for us, day and night he kept near us,
and if he had to rest or go to his plantation he
took gond care to get some of his friends to pro-
mise not to leave us until he returned.

Forhis faithfulness to ug in these earlier years,
for his affection for all God’s cervants, and especi-
ally for the whole souled boldness and courage
after James Gordon fell, and for his warm admira-
tion of the noble brothers Gordon, we shall
never forget him.

Yomot has a clean cheracter and a record of
missionary work that any man might well bo
thankful for. Flo was ordained tho first elder on
Erromanga, in July, 1882, at our ever memorable
communion service held in the open air, the
Martyr’s Church not being inrge enough to hold
one-half tho asscmbly.

The grass smells the sweetest that is cut down.
The Christian’s sufferings should make his hife
more fragrant.
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NOTES FROM CHINA.
BY OUR MissioNARY, DR. PERcY C. LESLIE,

Shanghai is rich, both foreigners and Chinese
possessing much wealth. The foreign or Euro-
pean par of the oity is quite modern and hus
many fine buildings of atone.

The shipping is immense, boats of every de-
seription thronging the harbor and receiving and
distributing merchandise through their own land
and all over the world.

JUNKS AND WHAT THEY SAIL IN.

The Chinese junks are curious things and re-
minded me very much of the pictures of the fleet
which Columbus brought to America. It is difti-
cult to distinguish between bow and stern, exceps
that the stern has a strucsure much like a small
house built on the deck. Another striking thing
about the Chinese boats is the water they float in.
They cannot well help floating, it is so thick that
it would be difticult to sink. It mustbe substan-
tial diet for the average Chinaman.

It was our privilege to he present at the
mounthly meeting of the Shanghei Missionary
Association and meet & number of those who have
been in service for many years, including Rev. Dr.
Muirhead who has celebrated his 50th anniversary
of service, and his natural force is not abated.

CHINA’S MILLIONS.

In our short stay at the native city of Tientsin I
understood as never before the meaning of the mul-
titudes of China Everywhere onr turned it
seemed asif there must be a Jubilee celebration or
Laurier demonstration. It was almost impossible
for us to get through with our rikshas, and time
after time we were in a deadlock and could not go
forward nor turn back. Thestreets are about ten
feet wideand nosuch thing asa sidewalk. The
people are as sheep without a shepherd. .

RIVER SAILING ; FROM COAST IN TO HONAN.

Slow progress. When there isa favorable wind,
our crew hoist & sail, and at other times they
get out and harness themselves into the ropes and
pull the boat along. We average daily about
twenty-five miles, not fast enough to take your
Lreath away.

The inside of the boat is divided into three sec-
tions: kitchen, saloon, sleeping-room.

This form of travel is much more comfortable
than Ihad expected. We get out and walk every
day and thus have an opportunity to see the coun-
try, and when we pass through a village as we do
daily, we are sure o have a mob staring at us,
many of the hoys, and others too, calling us
¢ Fareign Devils.”

There is no trouble in gathering a congregation
tolisten. One day we were looking at a temple
and quite 8 crowd gathered inside, and the oldest
wan in the nanber started talking to our spokes-

wman.  He freely confessed that the gods there
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could not hear or see and they only worshipped
them because they were told to by their emperor.
The priest was there listening and did not have a
word to say.

This particular temple was one of the best we
have seen, and isvery old, belonging to the former
dynasty, which makes it over 200 years old. The

. temples are bare, dirty, placesand have room far

very few people ata time ;,the people are only
supposed to come and bring their offerings, wor-
ship and go away ; there is no church service as
we understand it,

Daily we pass scores of villages and cities and
we are frequently within easy seeing distance of
twenty villages at once. Many of these are very
small, but some of them run up into the thousands
and tens of thousands.

The country here is much like our Western
plains at home and is very rich. There is no rice
grown in this part of China at all, but abundance
of wheat and other grains and vegetables of all
kinds.

OI the hundreds of villages that we pass through
on this journey, only one has a foreign inissionary
resident, and only two or three others have native
preachers, while the vast majority have never
heard the Gospel, and many have vever seen a
foreigner before. One old man was astonished to
learn that our country was lighted by the sun : he
thought it was China’s sun exclusively, like a
good many people at home who believe that the
Sun of Righteousness helongs to them alone.

LIVING ON THREE CENTS A DAY.

At present there are tiwenty-five men staying m
the compound at Chu Wang who have come te
attend the station class for the study of ahe
‘“doctrine.”” They get an allowance about equal
to three cents a day to pay for their food while
here, for they are very poor and this pittance is
ample for their wants. Some of these are recorded
catechumens or probationers, the others are seek-
ers after the truth.

A NATIVE COMMUNION.

Yesterday, Sunday, was a great day for us, for
six of these men were baptized into full member-
ship with the Christian Church, after heing on
probation for oue, two, or three years, our rule is
one year at least,—and having passed an examina-
tion by the missionaries on the fundamentals. Nr.
Mackenzie preached on the eunuch and Phillip,
and after this the men received the ordinance of
baptism, kneelingon the brick floor. Itwasanim-
pressive scene.  In the afternoon we tad commu-
nion, to give these men an opportunity of partici-
pating, and abount twenty sat down at the table,
including seven missionaries.

Of course we have other converts but they were
at home in other villages, where the sacramentis
observed at intervals. DMMost of the new members
arc very ignorant, bubtwo of the six are promus-
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ing young men and it is hoped that they mayhoth
become native agents of the church. We have no
native pastors yet, for the native churches could
not supporb them, and strange as it may seem to
you, it is well established by experience that it is
Lest to wait till they can do so, for after once help-
ing them it is almest impossible to begin self-
support.

‘“ HINDRANCES” IN CHINA.

Let metry and tell you some of the difficulties
that & Chinuaman has to confront before he takes
his stand &s a Christian.

In the first place, he thinks his own religion is
ss good as any other and sees no reason for chang-
ing ; as one old inan said, after listening to us
attentively, ‘‘that is your religion, this is
ours.”

A man will frequently admit that the teaching
is better than his own and that he should helieve
it ; but then the nextdifliculty arises—* How am
1 to give up the worship of my people.’” The fact
that it has been the custom of the Chinese to wor-
ship gods for past thousandsof years is quite suffi-
cient argument for the average man to adhere to
the *‘custom.”

Their worship includes the worship of their
ancestors and every man counts thiga sacred
right, and wishes his offspring to remember him.
This is & real difliculty which you cannot realize
uniil you sce the people and enter into their feel-
ings on this matter.

Another reason which presents jtself is the fear
of persecution.  Ivery man is a unitina family
of adozen to thirty, composed of lus parents and
brotlers with their wives, all living in the same
yard, off which open their houses of one or twe
TOOmS.

He will want to read his Bible if he can read at
all, to have worship with his family, to keep the
Sabbath ; und all these things, combined with his
disregard for the gods, crcate such a radical dis-
tinction between bim and the rest, that annoy-
ance and persecution is quite natural.

Another hindrance is that the Gospel offers no
joaves and fislies, for many are going around ina
chronio state of hunger, sometimcs doing on one
or two mealsa day. It is often harder to refuse
them than to help, but if that plan was siarted
the crowds will como for that reason alone and
misinterpres the meaning of the Gospel. That is
the plan the Catholics have of getting converts,
and it.is very effectual to get members into the
Church.

Bus the greatest difficulty of all isthat ¢‘ye will
not ¥ When we combine the influences that
tend to keep the Chinese away from the Gospel,
weareled to give praise for every soul who is
gathered from these hnndreds of millions into the
kingdom, for it is nothing less than a miracle of
graco,
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NEW HEBRIDES JOTTINGS.

FROM REV. DR. ANNAND.

Tangoa, Santo, Aug., 1898,
Dear Mr. Scott:—

We have our times of depression, as well as our
time of elation. The month just past has been
one of the former times. Some few of the students
lately received into the institution, who have had
more intercourse with white men than most of
the others, were dissatisfied with the food and
clothing supplied tothem. Beforewe were aware
of it, they had stirred up discontent among many
of the younger lads. Seeing that something was
wrong, we made particular inquiries, and learned
the facts. The ring-leaders sere publicly re-
buked, and threatened with dismissal, unless they
at once gave up their unreasonahle murmuring.
Now the bad talk geems to bave ceased, and all is
again running smoothly.

Even among the heathen in the bush, there are
troubles, as we learn from the following incident.
Mr. Lang was lately requested not to take any
more jew’s-harps to the market, where we buy
yam aud taro, until the taro planting is over ; be-
cause, *“ Mary (term for woman in general) make
him jew’s-harp all time, no work alung taro.
Bym by plant him taro finish, we speak him, you
bring him.”” The English, used generally about
the group, can hardly he commended for its purity.

A bush Ind working with Mr. Bowie, came to
him the other day for medicinefor a sore on his
leg.  'When told that he was injuring his health
by over much eating, he replied, ¢ What name
you make him? This fellow, him no helonga
kaikai.”? That is, he did not put food into his
sore leg.

The same lad being called, but not hearing the
call, soon came with the question, ¢ You talk
along me? One fellow he speak me, you talk
along me. Me mno hear him you talk. This
fellow (tugging at his ear) along me fas” (fast) ;
meaning that he was dull of hearing.

It is very difiicult to geb some of the students to
give up this styleof speaking. Among themselves
we frequently hear such phrases as, ¢ Him he
here.”  “That fellow belonga me.” “ What for
vou make him that fellow? 2 ¢*What name you
make him? ? &e.

Two wecks ago the ** bana ”* were on our coast,
for several days. They are the fry of sowe fish
common here. They come in myriads, darken-
ing the water for yards along the shores. The
natives scoop them up with baskets and buckets
and even with their hands. Fishing and feastang
is the order of the evenings while the bana are
around. They are a very palatable dish, and
they are not despised even by the missionarices,al-
though about a dozen are required for v very
moderate bite,



322

The work of the Training Tustitution being
largely routine, there is little of interest to report
in our daily labois. In this quiet place we have
few visitors, and those we have get very little
time on shore, as the steamer’s stay is always
short.  Qur neighbors, Mr, and Mrs. Landels,
were with us four days early in the month, after
the death or their little boy. This sudden he-
reavement was a very severe blow to them.

During the past month, the weather has becn
favorable ; food has beenabundant ; the health of
the people has been good ; and upon the whole,
despite our time of depression, we have had great
cause for thankfnlness. The Lord be praised: in
Him isour hope.

The S. S. Ysabel arrived a few days ago, bring-
ing seven more students, all unmarried men and
lads, from Mr. Milne’s parish, This addition to
our number brings the total up to seventy.

Through the kindness of Mr. Cronstedt, a
settler on Tongoa, the natives of that island have
contributed, for the Training Institution, the
sum of £14: 11 :4.

The subscription sheets, from twelve districts,
show gifts, collected by chiefs and teachers, from
one penny up to two shillings and six pence.
Probably more than six hundred people helped to
make the gencrous amount. Mr. Cronstedt and
Lis family made up the balance of £16: 12, and he
sent me an order for it on a Sydncy firm.

From Sydney we have good news{or ourstation.
A young lady, a graduate of the University
there, and well recommended for her missionary
zcal and good work, is reported to be willing to
accept an appointment 2s assistant teacher in our
Institution.

All are fairly well, and the work moves on hope-
fully. With greetings, Yours ever.

KOREA AS A MISSION FIELD.

Now that Korea is one of our mission fields, we
should seek to have an intelligent knowledge of
it. The following from Bishop Joyce of the
U. S. A., who has recently visited it is mos? en-
couraging. He says:—*‘The Korean field is ripe
and ready for the best work of the Church.
I am more and more convinced that now is the
golden opportunity for the Church of Christin
Korea 3 and of such conviction is every man who
kuows the real situation of that country asitisto-
day. Not to heed God’s call to do our very best
now for the spiritual good of Korea’s 12,000,600 of
people will be to close our eyes upon angwered
prayers, and refuse to do the very work that we
have heen asking God to give us the opportunity
of doing.

< All our schools are crowded with pupils ; web
conld have greater numbers if we had roam for
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them, and more teachers to instruct them. Our
medical work is reaching more people than ever
hefore, and tho good influence of our huspital
work was never so widespread a:ul polent as it is
atthis time. I wish all our people at home conld
realize the vastness of t™e work they are by their
prayer, their sympathics, and their gifis, helping
40 carry forward in these ends of the earth.”

.

NOTES OF A HONAN TRIP,
BY REV. MURDOCH MACKEXNZIE.

Chu Wanyg, Honan, Aug. 28, 1898.
Dear Mr. Scott,

Some brief notes of a visit recently made toa
number of Chinese villages, may help in enabling
your readers to understand the nature of the difli-
culties confronting our mnative Christians in
Honan.

In the first village visited there are four men
and six women who have mude a profession of
their faith inChrist. To do so means that they
have abandoned the customs in which they for-
merly took parbas heathen. The auncestral tab-
lets are removed from the place in which for
generations they stood. The household gods had
to he removed from the conspicuous position ac-
corded them in the Chinese home. Our Christian
friends are not to be scen in the precinets of the -
idol temple on the 1st or 15th of'each month, the
dates on which all faithful worshippers are ex-
pected to perf«rm their devotions.

To the average idolater this is the one aspect of
Clhristianity thrust on his atteution, the
Christians have given wup what they formerly
practised. To us the main attraction is the
beliefs 2od conduct, which have taken the place
of the idols and their service.

The little company here meet for the worship of
the true God each Lord's day. The leader is far
from being a strong man, but he is the best in
the group. He is the only one in the company
who can read and attemps to explain portions of
God’s Word. Being a busy working man, he has
very little time to spare for reading or study. His
fellow-Christians trust him fully, however, and
thus far all louk up to him.

One of the woinen has suffered at the bands of
her son on account of her faith in Jesus, hut she
is resolved on following hiia, even though her foes
are those of her own housel.ald.

The native church in this village is composed
of men and women who are honest in their pro-
fession, desirous of doing what they know to be
right, and sever’ g thumselves wholly from the
idolatrousceremouaies of otherdays. Their know-
ledgeis limited buy steadily increasing. Asyet
they are bibes ingrace. Lackinga strong leader
they are not able to take up an aggressive atti-
tude, and they a.1d to their pumber slowly,
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The evening spent with them drew us closely
together in Christian devotion mind love. They
joined in the hymns sung and showed in varions
ways how Jesus and his truth are influencing
their hearts and homes.

An hour’s observation was sufficient, to convince
one of the discouragements they constantly meet.
Their idolatrous neighbors are numerous, violent-
1y opposed to Christianity, many of them slaves of
the deadly opium habit, and some addicted to
more degrading vices. The whole atmosphere
seemed tainted there. Groups of boys and giris
stood outside the inn, seeing scenes, and listening
to words, which cannot hut have a most perni-
cious tendency.

Accustomed only to such sights and sounds,
Lkow can they preserve any regard for purity,
truthfulness, love, or kindness? In such an en-
vironment what -will their future be? A man
does not xequire the gift of prophecy to forecast it.

Before visiting the second village on our list, a
night had o be spent in a town having no follower
of the Lord Jesus.

On entering the inn yard what was our surprise
to find about sixty tramps taking up quarters in
it for the night. They were members of a profes-
sionai band of peripatetics who left their native
district some months earlier in the year. They
pracsically terrorize the towns and villages they
visit. The man who does not possess cash or
silver when these men are on hand may esteem
himself fortunate. Begging, stealing, threaten-
inz, beating, are all in their line of business. To
curse, gamble, use opium, and cast aside the
ordinary propricties and decencies of life, all
seemed easy for them that evening.

While I was taking a stroll to avoid them, ore
of the inhabitanis of the town mct me, and, afier
delivering himself in & manner mcre forcible than
polite concerning the tramps, he inqired whetlier
I was prepared to buy the little girl he held by
the hand. He seemed greatly surprised when in-
formed tkat Christians reprobated such practices.

The native Christian who accompanied me en-
gaged in conversation with one of the tramps
until a late hour and was puzzled to know how
to answer some of his objections.

Early next day, Ivisited the only Christian
known to us in that region. He is a bright, hope-
ful, fairly intelligent, aggressive, and sympathetic
man. At present ho stands by himself in his
home and village, the only man ou Christ’s side.
It takes faith and courage to enable a man to do
so singly in Honan.

I could almost wish that this man were in the
village referred to above. His presence there
would aid greatly the little Christian community.
We archoping that Ged will use him in advanc-
ing his cause in hisown viiluge shortly.

Somewhat minglcd feclings took possession of
my heart in visi.l: g village number three. It

THE PRESBYTERIAN RICORD.

-ers three yoaos w0,

323

was the centre of a husy circle of Christian work-
In the spring of 1396 we had
Lhe names of sixiven persons taken on as catechu-
mens there. Some of these belonged to other
villages and towns, but all met with the Chris-
tians at that centre from time to time. We then
trusted this was to he our banner +illage for ag-
gressive evangelism.

What has happened to disappoint this hope ?
Two of those recorded have come under the influ-
ence of the Romanists and now oppose the Jesus
religion. Two have taken to the use of opium
and are now itsslaves. One man tampered with
money not his own, and was forced to flee for a
time. The leader of the band is owing some
money to his fellow-Christians now. Death has
removed one, and discord keeps another from
beartily uniting with the remaining membersof
the band. One of the best of the younger men
has beeome a medical assistant, and heis not
now in a position to remnder much assistance to
the cause of Cl.rist, where he was amony the first
to identify himscif with it. Another member of
the band, whorendered yeoman service to Mr.
Goforth in opening the station in Chang Te Fu,
is home now suffering from what will probably
be his Jast illness. He was the ouly man there
that day to speak courageously and fearlessly for
Christ. A change has passed over the once hope-
ful scene presenied there. The cause of Christ
lives Lut does not grow there.

To aud to the misfortunes of the little church,
its leading member has a man in the village who
is his sworn foe. He Joses no epportunity of
manifesting his dislike to all connccted with the
leader's family. The latter put up with it pa-
tiently for a time, Lut is now getting wearied of
such experiences, and is anxious to have the mis-
sionaries intervene witha view to making a re-
petition of past seenes impossible. It is far from
easy work geiting such a foe to desist, and even
the Christizn brother mey tlink, with a shiow of
reason, that if the miss? .i.a1les were in his place
they would feeland act s le i3 now doing. It
may take time and tact, f.ich and much prayer,
forbearance and forgivencss, before we see that
village occupy ing the pesition it once did among
our rising Christian communitivs.

Somew hat different is the sccne presented in
the fourth village visited. We have three hap-
tized Christians and one inquircr there. They
are hear y and hopeful, testifying for Jesus as op-
porturityis given,ancpraying to God fora time of
soul-awakening to visit their fellow-villagers.

The leading Christian spirit there is at present
troubled in heart as to his duty m the matter of
paying the temple dues. These are levied on all
the inhalitants, and his landlord has given hi:n
notice that if Lie refuses to contribute his share he
must leave hishousr  Astemplesand theatricals
in China are ordinarily associated with idolatry,
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he is unwilling to pay the sum asked from him,
yet if it is not given he may soon be homeless.
We, of course, advised him not to compromise
with evil, but to explain manfully his position as
a follower of Jesus, and abide by the conse-
quences.

Hitherto his influence has been most helpful to
other members of the little Christian bands in
that and neighboring villages, and we will regret
seeing him take a step backward. The path of
duty inhis case is far from heing an easy one. If
he should yield it will give a show of victory to
the idolatrous party.

Coming to the last place visited on the tour, the
heartiness of the welcome given should be noticed.

-It did my heart good to meet our Christian breth-
ren in that town. They praised the Lord joyously
in the singing of hymns, and entered with
genuine interest into the study of the passage of
Scripture read. The leader here is a young man
of considerable promise. ITe is able to read, is
thoughtful, ready to take his stand for Christ
openly and courageously, aund realizing clearly
what his so doing will necessitate.

Hig father is a professivg Christian also, but
holds that when harvesting operations are being
carried on it is not necessary to observe the Sab-
bath. If displeased with any member of the
church he absents himself from the services held
on the Lord’s Day, even when work is not pressing.

This conduct on his part causes anxiety to his
son, as he is told by some to make a good Chris-
tian of his own father before trying to make
Christians of them.

Then his wife, not as yet a decided Christian, is
strongly influenced by her friends at times
against her hushand on account of his opposition
to idolatry. The young man has bhorne his trials
patiently, but is beginning to feel now as if he
may be forced to divide the home in order to have
some peace.

A friend of his now desires to take to his home,
and train up for himself, one of this leader's
children. According to Chinesecustom he shoull
be willing to part with his child. As said friend
is an opium user, and violently opposed to Christ-
ianity, the father insists on inserting as one of the
conditions of parting with his child that he will be
permitted to be a follower of Jesus. To this con-
dition his friend refuses assent. In the circum-
stances it is likely that the child will remain with
the father.

Anuncle of this young man has heen on our liss
of catechumens for some yearsnow. He isa poly-
gamist, and hitherto our mission has not scen its
way clear to admit such men to full communion.
‘While pursning his calling of a peddler this man
does a considerable amount of preaching and is
well thought of by his brother Christians.

His son. a bright young lad, unfortunately does
not possess their confidence to any great extent.
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They still believe that he gambles and drinks
wine too freely. On this account, although he
passed a good examination in Christian knowledge
last spring, he has not yet received baptism.

The father naturally feels somewhat grieved

over this refusal and it is not easy getting him to
look at the matter from our standpoint.
. At aun earlier date the young man was refused
admission into the school, and on applying fora
situation in the mission was rejected there also.
We are thankful to see father and son regularly
meeting with the little band of Christians and
aiding in extending the Redeemer's kingdom.
We trust the day <will soon come when they too
will bhoth be received into full membership.
Meantime we are doing what we all believe to he
best in their case.

The Church in that town bids fair to be the
most aggressive and prosperous connected with
this station. The’ experiences through which
they are passing will purge and strengthen them.

Contact with our Christians here opens our eyes
to some of the difficulties attending an open con-
fession of the religion of Jesusin China. Even
the missionary finds it hard to understand
how trying the position of some of the converts
is. He has had nething answering to it in his
career asa Christian and so is' not well fitted to
counsel the man who is beset with obstacles,

These men have the Master’s tender sympathies
and require all the assistance His servants can
give them. Their lives are very precious in His
sight. It was for these, and such as these are, all
over the world, that He laid down his life. His
Gospel is getting rooted in their hearts mean-
time, and in coming days its fruits will be appar-
ent to all. It i3 gradually introducing a new set
of ideas, influences, and motives into their lives.

Christianity is wakening their faculties, sweet-
ening their lives, purifying their hearts, and lead-
ing them to take up a new attitude toall the cus-
toms and systems of their native land. It is
arousing & spirit of inquiry, which to some of us
is one of the most hopeful features of the work.

‘We want to see them read God’s word for them-
selves,lind out its treasures of grace and of truth,
and know what light it will give on all the pro-
hlems which the religions of China have hitherto
left in midnight darkness. The Dbible will solve
for them many of these, and also raise many
others peculiar to itself.

These men are growing in grace and in the
knowledge of our Lord and Saviotr Jesus Christ.
The number of the redeemed is constantly in-
creasing. Slowly and steadily the work of the
Lord is going forward at present. It will move
with rapid strides in coming days. Weconfident-
1y appeal to Canadian Christians to aid in bring-
ing on that time by their intelligent interest,
sympathetic consideration, generous givings, and
believing prayers,
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BAJALI THE FAITHFUL BHIL CONVERT.
LETTER FROM REV. J. BUCHANAN, M.D,
Indore, India, Oct. 13, 1898.
My dear Sister,

I left Amkhut day before yesterday at the firss
peep of day, and with a man for guide through
the by-paths of the jungle, made my way through
the jungle grass, often higher than my head when
seated on thé pony.

At the close of the rains here we have very
heavy dews, and as I brushed through the grass
and weeds, down came the showers from the drip-
ping grasses, so you can imagine what a bath I
had for about two hours in the damp cold morn-
ing. .

Then the sun came out and in a very short time
the heat was intense. I g:t to Dobad, heated,
hungry, and weary, about one o’clock in the
afternoon.

This is one of the deadly times to makea trip
through the jungle, but as I am living in the
midst of it and going about continually, I did not
see any need for hesitating to make the trip when
it seemed necessary, as it now did. Doing the
will of God one can tread upon serpents and they
can do no hurt.

I am expecting Mary and the children in abous
one month, but will not take them into the jungle
till the malarial season is fully past. They will
probably stay awhile in Mhow and then at Rutlam,
till at least the 1st of December.

Saturday week Bajali came again and wished to
be received as a follower of Jesus Christ and he
baptized. She has suffered & good deal of perse-
cution, and it is wonderful how well she has stood
and with how little knowledge of the Word and
will of God. It has been impossible for her to
come oftener than every ten days or two weeks,
and then for an hour or so, as her relatives are
very much opposed to her having anything to do
with Christianity. Yet, while buffeted and treat-
ed as an outcast all these months, in the midst of
temptations from Bhils and Mohammedans, she
has, so far ag one can see, continued faithful. The
last time she was here she said: “ You don’t re-
ceive me;—and my people, because of my desire to
serve God, reject me. How much longer am I to
goon like this??? She seemed to wint to come
and stay with our Christians.

I comforted her, but urged her still to endure
for Christ’s sake and the sake of her friends, and
that so she might win father, mother, brothers,
and sisters, and many others to God.

After talk and prayer she went away, hut early
the next morning, Sunday, she was with us for
family worship. I asked her if she had heen
home. No. She had not stayed with us either.
She had lain down and siept somewhere, perhaps
by the wayside or in the jungle ; tigers, panthers,
and hyenas, less dreaded than the bow and arrow
of angry kinsmen.
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After the worship was over T had a long talk
with her, and then I explained to her that I fols
cert~ o thatit was God's will for her to take wp
the czoss in her own home. That while she had
received strokes, and had had them continually
railing upon her, she had not yet suffered unto
blood. No serious hadily injury had heen infhict-
ed. Her life was threatened, but God was the
Ruler of all, and that morning we had as our
lesson the eyes of the yourg man being opened
to see the horses and chariots of God filling te
mountain.  ““I'rust in Him,” [ said, ‘“‘and no-
thing can come save what he may permit for your
good and his glory.”

She said with trembling and tears, ‘‘Well, I
shall go and tell them of my decision. T dones
mind if Tam beaten, but if I am killed what gowl
will that do?”  She had faith enough to take her
life in her hand and go.

It was after earnest prayer and careful thought
that I urged her to go. I knew it was duty. 1
knew that God’s way was best, but what it might
be that lny before this simple sturdy Bhil girll
knew not.

With faith, and yet with fear and trembling,
she set out for home. Goil cared for her. le
did not fail to her. Last Sunday morning early
she again appeared. Can you imagine with what
thankfulness and gladness of heart we received
her.

She told her story. On going home she told
them where she had been, amd that she had been
there to learn of God, and wanted only to follow
Him.

They were very angry with her from day to
day during the week as they scolded her. She
held to her purpose to obey and serve God, the
Maker of heaven and earth.  One of her brothers
threatened to kill her on the spot. MHe was re-
strained in some way, who can doubt it by the
power of God. Still she refused to retract.

"Then Sunday morning early she told them that
it was Sunday and that she wished to goand
worship God on hisday. All being gatliered 1 -
gether they thrust her out, saying, that if her
heart was there and she was determined to go,
never to show her face among them again. So
she came early on Sunday morning and stayed
\]\‘ith us. Her face was bright and happy that
aay.

.%urely Gad had fulfilled his promise and kept
her in the midst of dangers,

On consultation with the three senjor Christians
it was decided thatshe be not sent back, just now
at any rate, as that course secemed to beclosed for
the present. She went to work on Monday to
earn herown living and he a eharge to no one.

Bapu is to drill her an hour daily ina little
catechism, “Gurun Gyan,”” which gives a heief
satement of Cod, man, and salvation ; and thus
Tuesday morning hefore daylight X came away.

Two men seen on Monday evening sitting ahout
seemed to catch her eye. She seemed to fear it
might be some one coming to take vengeance. It
was a relief to see that they were Amkhut men,
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Doung People’s Societies.
THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE’S ‘“PLAN

OF STUDY.”

Conducted by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener.

The monthly Topics are so arranged as to be
adapted to the various sorts of Young People’s
Socicties. They are set down for the second
weekly meeting of each month and the Topic s
treated in the ‘‘ Record” the month preceding,
in order that societies may have the materials for
the meetings in hand well in advance.

The special ¢¢ ‘Fopic Card” for the Presbyterizm.

Y. P. 8. C. BE. Societies has been issued as before.
It embraces the ** Uniform ™ Topies, the Monthly
Topics of the Plan of Study, and the Questions on
the Shorter Catechism for cach meeting through-
out the year. Price 81.00 per 100.

“Baooklet containing the samenatter, and also
Daily Reading for the whole year, price $1.50 per
100. Societies may have local matter printed on
one page of cover of Booklet at extra cost of 81.50
per 100.

Orders and remittances for Topic Cards and
Booklets to be sent to

REev. D. R. FrRASER,
592 Markham St., Toronto.

For 1899.

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study for
the New Year follow naturally upon those of the
two yeuars preceding. They take up fresh periods
in our Presbyterian Church History, as well as
some of our own mission fields not previously dis-
cussed in detail. The Book of Praise gets two
meetings. One meeting is devoted to the impor-
tant question of Church Membership, another to
“Qur Own Society,” and still another to the
General Progress of the Work of Qur Church and
its Outlook for the Future.

THE TOPICS ARE AS FOLLOWS.

January—OQur Missions on the Pacific Slope.

February—The marks of a Good Hymn, illus-
trated from the Book of Praise.

March—Our Work in the West Indies.

April—Presbyterianism in Ireland; its origin,
struggles, characteristics, influence.

May—Church Membership, definition, privi-
leges, duties.

June--Thomas Chalmers and his times.

July—The work of our Woman’s Missionary
Societies.

August—A  great Scottish Hymn Writer,
Horatius Bonar, and his Hymns in the Book of
Praise.

September...Our own Society; the deepening
of its life, the strengthening of its work.

October—What our College Students do for
Home Missions.

November—Duff and Missions in India. .

December—OQur own Church; the Old Century
and the New.
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Topic for the week beginni =3
January 8th.

OUR MISSIONS ON THE PACIFIC SLOPE.
Mark 106: 14-20.
Litera ure.

Professor Gregg's Short History, §1.00, givesa
few points, "The amplest details may be found
in the Reports of the Home and Foreign Mission
Committee m the General Assembly’s Minutes,
in the Recoxrp, and also in *¢ The Missionary Tid-
ing«,” published by the W. F. M., S., Western
Section.

Programme.

1. Deseribe the mountains, rivers, forvests, ofthe
Pacifie Slope.

2. The mines and the miners,

3. The fisheries and the fishermen.

4. The Indians of British Columbia and what
we are doing for them.

A. The Chinese and Mission Work among them.

The abnve are some hints of the wealth of mat-
ter for the evening. The anxiety should be to
take only such points o< can be pretty thoroughly
treated within the time. It would not be sur-
prising if some societies might have to devote two
evenings to this topic.

Paragraphs.

Rev, Dr. Camnpbell has found room in his arti-
cle only for the mission to the Chinese. Readers
of the Recorp will be glad to know that he pro-
mises articles on the other missions on the Pacifie
Slope later.

AT THE MINE'S MOUTH,

One of the last thoughts of the late Rev. Dr.
Coclirane in connection with the Home Mission
work, which, as Convener of the Assembly’s
Commniittee, he directed with such enthusiasm for
nearly thirty years, was for the miners in the
mountains, who, far up on the sky line, are shug
off by the distances, and by the ruggedness of the
region, from the towns below.

The Committee over which he presided less than
a week before his death, decided to begin a special
miners’ mission at three places. The mission-
aries will live with the miners, and the building to
be put up will be at once, church, manse, and
general rendezvous for the miners, a place where
the men can come and go freely.

The work will require missionaries of special
gifts, but, even as when the call for a special sort
of men for the Klondike was made last winter,
men were found, so without doubt, stalwars,
manly missionaries, with the necessary grit and
grace will be ready to o now.

This special work, so needful, will cost consi-
derable in addition to the ordinary Home Mission
work of the Church.  All who wish to help should
send their contributions for this work to Dr.
Warden without delay.
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“The growing importanse of the mining in-
dustry in British Columbia will appear from a few
figures. The value of the mineral output was as
follows :

1898.
weeee$ 25,000 00
193,000 00
79,000 00

1896.

§1,250,000 00
2,100,000 00

722,000 00
.. 16,250 00 191,000 00
. 981,000 00 2,550,000 00

The total value of the wineral output for 1897
was $10,500,000—40 per cent. in advance of
1896.”

Coal ceveurenenee

HINDRANCES,

‘“ Everywhere worldliness and alove of plea.
sure are hindrances to the progress of true re-
ligion. To these, in mining districts, must be
added Sabbath desecration, gambling, drinking
and lewdness. Picnics and gumes are occasion-
ally found on Sabkath, but Canadian sentiment
is against them, and such practices will likely
cease. Public sentiment and the strong arm of
the law are putting down gambling in its grosser
forms ; in mining camps, huwever, shops and
saloons are frequently open on Sabbath—the lat-
ter seldom closed—and the pimp and his proteges
are seldom molested. The absence of family hfe
and suitable boarding-houses greatly increascs
the danger of the brothel and saloon. Sentiment
is steadily changing, however, in favour of a quiet
Sabbath and clean and sober towns.”

THE INDIANS OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.
The names of the tribes sound strange and
uncouth. Hero are some samples:

Noof Winter  Summer
Tribes. people. Villages. Villages.
U-clul-ahts. 179 Ucluelet, Scattered,
To-quahts. a1 Toquah.  Mah-a-ko-a
O-hi-ahts 200  Dodgers Noo-muck-a-
Cove. mis.
Hew-chuck-les- 40  Various  How-chuck-
ahts. les.
#Shesh-ahts. 160  Various
islands. Alberni.
*Q-pitch-es-ahts. 65  Various
islands.  Alberni.
The vacious agencies, preaching, Sabbath

Schools, week-day schools and medical work, are
succeeding in breaking in upon the old standard
of morality, and at Ahousaht it is said that

“The standard of morality is higher. Poly-
gamy has practically ceased, wife-desertion and
ill-treatment are less f equent, but little liquor
comes to the reserve, and gambling is not so gen-
eral. Seven or eight Indians came to Mr. Russell,
our missionary, asking to take a pledge, renounc-
ing caxds, liquor, and impurity, and without ex
ception the pledge has been kept.”

The great hope of work among the Indians is
in the children, )
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‘* Qur Missions on the Pacific Slope.”

BY REV, J. CAMPBELL, PH.D., VICTORIA, B, C.

When asked by the Committee on Young Peo-
ple’s Societies to write an ** article of a couple of
pages for the REcorp on ** Missions on the Pacific
Flope,” [ agreed. But in reviewing the field 1
find it so extensive, that I can do but scant jus-
tice in so small a space, even to ene of the three
departnients of Missionary woih in our Province,
Home Missions, Missions to the Induns, and
Missions to the Chinese. I will, thercfore,, con-
fine myself in this issue to work among the
Chinese, leaving vur work among the Indians,
which is interesting and important, and that in
the Home Mission field, which is rapidly expand-
ing, for fubure issues.

The Mission of our Church to the Chinese in
British Columbia was coiamenced by the ap-
puintment of the Rev. A. B. Winchester, by the
General Assembly's Fo M. Commuttee, in Decem-
ber, 1891. He arrived in Victoria on the 21st of
April, 1892, The Mission was made visible by
the opening of the evening school on the 9th of
June.

Soon after Mr. Winchester’s arrival; Mr. C. A.
Colman returned to Canada from Canton, China.
As the language of the North of China, which
Mr. Winchester had studied during his two year's
residence as a missionary there, was of no use as
a medium of communication with the Chinese in
British Columbia, all of whom are from tue Pro-
vince of Kwang-tung, Mr. Colman, who speaks
Cantonese fluently, was engaged as Mr. Win-
chester’s assistant.  He has remained in the Mis-
sion up to the present, with the exception of one
year which he spent in Ontario. He is faithful,
conscientious and successful in his work, and by
permission of the General Assembly is pursuing &
special curriculum, under the supervision of the
Westminster Presbytery, with a view to ordina.
tion.

I. THE STAFF,

The staff of teachers at present consists of the
following :

Rev. A. B. Winchester, Supt., Victoria; Mr.
C. A. Colman, Vancouver; Mr. L. W. Hall,
Union : Mr. Ng Man Hing, Victoria, and Mr. Lo
Chaung. Mr. Winchester and Mr. Colman were
appointed by the General Assembly’s Foreign
Mission Committee.

Lo Chung was chaosen by the Chinese Chris-
tinns at a religious conference held in Victoria
nearly two years ago, to be their missionary, and
is supported by themselves. They, at the same
conference, agreed to support Ma Seung at Can-
ton Presbyterian College, with the view of his
assisting in mission work among his own country.
men in this Province,
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1X. THE FIELD,

British Columbia is 700 miles long and 400
miles wide. The most important points where
the Chinese have settled can be reached by rail-
way or water.

The disinnces are so great, and travel so ex-
pensive, that it has hitherto been practically im-
possible to attempt the evangelization of the
Chinese, except those residing on or near the sea-
board.

Within a radius of 100 miles of Rossland there
are about 1,000 Chinese, but the distance from
Victoria and return is 1,250 miles. It can be at
once seen that this region cannot be operated from
Victoria as a centre.

At the Forks of Quesnelle, Barkerville, Ques-
nelle, Lilloet, Clinton, and smaller centres in
Cariboo, there are about 1,000 Chinese. But from
Victoria to Barkerville and return is 2 journey by
steamboat and railway of 576 miles, and by stage
700 miles, in all 1,276 miles.

Travelling in Cariboo, Kootenay, and Cassiar, is
much more difticult than in the Eastern Provinces,
owing to great mountains, weary passes, stormy
lakes, and dangerous coast-line.

Early last summer our missionaries determined
to make a tour through the Province, explore
the interior in relation to the Church, and give
them an opportunity of hearing the Gospel.

When the enterprise was in danger of being
abandoned, for want of funds to defray expenses,
Mr. Colman received a letter from India enclos-
ing £20 to be used in this work, and anothercams
to Mr. Winchester from China with a draft of
§100, to be used in special work, and the Chris-
tian Endeavor Society of First Church, Victoria,
gave 320, and the Sabbath School $10, for this
exploration trip.

Messrs. Winchester and Colman started on
May 28th, and rcturned on July 6th, spending
six busy weeks, yet only part of the field was
visited. Mr. Colman and Mr. Ng Hingare now
again going over the principal points visited in
the summer.

The plan is to begin the ‘‘attack” on the
strategic centres of Kootenay. There should be
aman placed at Revelstoke or at Rossland to
operate the centres between these points.

Qur missionaries, on their trip to the interior,
preached the Gospel to Chinese who never before
heard it, some of whom have been in British Col-
umbia thirty or forty years. *¢Tell it not in
Gath )

In Revelstoke, Rossland, Nelson, Kaslo, and
Trail, are many Christians who would assist in
this work if there were a missionary placed there
who could organize and speak to the Chinese in
their own language. It would cost only abhout
8600 per year, including travelling expenses, to
support & Chinese preacher placed at Revelstoke
or Rossland, to superintend that wide territory.
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It is scarcely credible that there should be
1,000 Chinese in the country from Revelstoke to
Golden, and south to the boundary, left to perish
in this Christian land, without once hearing the
Gospel. Butitis a fact, a crying shame to the
Christiang of Canada, and especially so when §50
per month would provide a missionary.

There are also at least 1,000 Chinese north of
Ashcroft, besides those at Yale and Lilloet dis-
tricts, for whom nothing is beihg done to lead
them to Christ.

The Chinese Christiuns do what they can for
themselves and their countrymen, but that is
little. They support a student in the Presbyter-
an College at Canton, and another ascatechist at
New Westminster, under the direction of Mr.
Winchester, the Superintendent of Missions for
the Chinese. Two others, excellent young men,
would study for the ministry, but it costs $50 per
annum to keep each of them at the College at
Canton.

The points occupied and the order of their oc
cupation are, Victoria, Vancouver, Union Mines,
New Westminster and Steveston.

Victoria has a Chinese population, for eight
months of the year, of about 3,500, and for four
months about 2,500. Vancouver has about 1,500 ;
New Westminster about 600. Union had about
1,200 until two months ago, when the Proviucial
Government enforced the Mining Act, prohibit-
ing Chiness from working underground, which
reduced the Chinese population there to a small
number. Itis just now impossibleto say what
the future of Union may be, viewed from a
Chinese Mission standpoint.

At all these points, except New Westminster
and Steveston, regular week evening and Sab-
bath services are held. At Victoria the average
attendance at the week evening school was 22,
This year it is much larger. At Vancouver the
attendance is very encouraging. At New West-
minster last year the attendance was 20. This
year it was very good, but since thefire there the
work has not been resumed. At Union Mr. Hall
and his zealous wife have done excellent work.
At Steveston during the canning season, there
are between 3,000 and 4,000 Chinese to whom the
Gospel is preached by our missionaries stationed
ab Victoria and Vancouver. 1t is hoped that
work will soon be commenced at Rossland, Nel-
son, Chiliwhack, Wellington, and Revelstoke,
under the oversight of the Superintendent.

III. RESULTS.

To those who imagine that all we have to do is
to goin among the Chinese, and proclaim the
Gospel, and that these idolaters within our land
will ab once comprehend the Plan of Salvation,
receive the Gospel, and be converted, the results
must appear very small and discouraging. But
to those who consider the numbers, conditions,
and need, of the Chinese, who remember the age-
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long superstition, and false faith, which must
first be uprooted, before their hearts are prepared
for the good seed of vhe Kingdom, the implacable
hatred of the carnal heart to the Gospel message,
and the insensate rage of the Chinese against
those of their number who ally themselves to a
hated foreign sect, and refuse to perform the
most sacred idolatrous rites at the shrines of
their ancestors, to all such our work will be seen
to bear the seal of God’s approbtion, and to be
full of encouragement. We sow; God will bring
the harvest.

In addition to those reccived into the Church,
there aresome in Victoria, Union, s1d Vancou-
ver, who are on a kiud of probation, and we hope
before long they may be received into the
Church.

Some have gone back to China who were dili-
gent students in our schools, and attentive lis-
teners to the preached Word, and somo have
been called to the Great Beyond, of whose salva-
tion‘there is good ground for hope.

We cannot close this short article without re-
ferring to the assistance given our misgionariesin
their work by the Christian people in the Pro-
vince. Wherever thero is a week evening school
they give much help as teachers, without which
help the work could not be carried or.

The Christian Indeavor Societies of St. An-
drew’s, First, Zion, and Mount Pleasant, Churches
of Vancouver, have supplied teachers and paid
the rent of the Chinese school at Vancouver.
Those of First, St. Andrew’s, and St. Paul’s,
Churenes, Victoria, have assisted in teaching;
and First Church Socicty and Sabbath School
have contributed to the school expenses. Those
who have becn most faithful in this work bear
witness that their own spiritual lives have been
strengthened by the service.

May the Lord awaken others also, especially
many Christians in our Church who have hither-
to done little or nothing for this work, to em-
brace the splendid opportunity of giving the
Gospel to a heathen people, whom the Lord in
His Providence has placed at our very doors ;
who, when they have heard, may become, like
the woman of Samaria, preachers to their own
people, as some already have become. They are
the Lazarus at our gate asking to be fed with the
Bread of Life.

¢ Can we, whose souls are lighted
With wisdom from on high,

Can we, to men benighted, f
The lamp of life deny ?*

A poor colored man in the West Indies brought
to one of the missionaries the sum of $13 to help
in spreading the Gospel, and when asked if that
were not too much for him to give, replied, *‘God’s
work must bedone, Massa, and I may bedead.”?
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PAY THE LORD ONE-TENTH.

Will you not commence paying the Lord his
tenth? No matter what your income, nor from
what source it comes. No matter how old you
are, or how young. You receive something. Set
aside one-terntn of it; try it for a year anyway.
It pays! Pays in spiritual blessings; pays in em-
braced opportunities for usefulness and doing
good ; pays in a higher, deeper,broader, happier
Christian experience—pays in every good sense.

CULTURE OF HABITS.

Youth is eminently the fittest season for estab-
lishing habits of industry. Rare, indeed. are
the examples of men who, when their earlier
years have been spent in dull inactivity or trifling
amusements, are afterwards animated by the love
of glory, orinstigated even by the dread of want,
to undergo that labor to which they have not
been familiarized. They find a state of indolence
indeed, not merely joyless, but tormenting.
They are racked with cares which they can
neither explain nox alleviate, and, through the
mere want of pursuits, they are harassed with
more galling solicitude than ever disappointment
occasions to other men. Not trained up ¢*in the
way in which they should go,’”” when they are
young, they have not the inclination, and when
they are old they have not the power, to depart
from idleness. Wearied as they are with doing
nothing, they form hasty resolutions and vain
designs of doing something; and, then, starting
aside from the very approach of toil, they leave it
undoneforever and ever.—Dr. Parr.

PRACTISING.

What was Christ doing in the carpenter’s
shop? Practising. Though perfect, we read
that he learned obedience, and grew in wisdom
and in favor with God. Do not quarrel, there-
fore, with your lot in life. Do not complain of its
never-ceasing cares, its petty environment, the
vexations you haveto stand. Above all, do not
resent temptation; do not be perplexed because
itseems to thicken round you more and more,
and ceases neither for effort, nor for agony, nor
prayer. That is your practice. That is ¢he
practice which God appoints you; and it is hay-
ing its work in making you patient, and humble,
and generous, and unselfish, and kind, and
courteous. Do not grudge thehand that is mould-
ing the still too shapeless image withinyou. It
ig growing more beautiful, though you see itnot,
and cvery touch of temptation may add to its
perfection, Therefore keep in themidst of life,
Do nob isolate yourself. Be among men, and
among things, and among troubles, and diff-
culties, and obstacles.—Henry Drummond,
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The Thorld Field.

It is suid that widow re-marriages arve reported
to be on the increase in India, a hopeful sign.

Nearly six hundred thousand dollars were last
year contributed by the native Christinns
heathen lands.

Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P., England, has notified
that he will move for a Vwrhamentary Com-
mission of inquiry into tihe «larnnng growth of
Romish practices in the Established Church.

The Philippines comprise twelve hundred little
islands, the summits of a group of submarine
mountains, many of which are wctive voleanoes.
In consequence, earthguakes are frequent there,
and sometimes very destructive,

The Indian Standard reports a revival of the
barbarous custom of hook-swinging at seven sep-
arate places, by which twelve couples lately sut-
fered inhuman torture.  The inspitation of the
movement is from well tu-duo ciasses, while the
victims are low castes.

At a public meeting held in Caleutta last Aug-
ust, for the purpose of organizaing a ** Society tor
the Protection of Children,” a Justice of the
courts said that two cases had come before him of
little child-wives who were branded with red-hot
irons.

The Philippine Islands, 1,200 in number, with
population of 7,500,000 are without a single Pro-
testant missionary, but the Brtish and Foreign
Bible Saciety has maintained a depot av Luzon,
and the languae in which portions of Scripture
were offered is the Pangisauen.

Normandy, once so free from intemperance
and so prosperous, has begun to show the eticets
of the cider brandy industry established there
twenty or more years ago, During the past fif-
teen years the mortality has increased eight per
cent.; infant mortality, fifteen per cent., and
illegitimacy. twenty-five per cent.

The Waldenses in the northwestern part of
Ttaly number about 27,000 souls, and they have
48 churches and 45 missions. In the city of Rome
itself there are 15 Pi-*estant churches, while
prior to 1870 there were none. In the aear future
another will be built, viz., the ¢ Lutherkirche”
(Luther Church) of the German Lutheran con-
greazation located there. The funds are already
in hand.

A writerin Life and Light for Women gives a
pitiful aceount of the sufferings of Chinese wives.
They eadure their miseries as long as they: can,
and then perhaps some dark evening a splash is
heard in the nearest well, a low cry, and all is
over. * I have heard,” says the writer, ‘‘the
bustle and commotion sure to follow that act,
and an inquiry the next day elicits the fact that
the young wife, goaded to de-peration, had end-
ed all. *They dragged the well for her,” said the
voluble informant, * and her husband was awfully
mad, because it made the water turbid.’”
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It has been remarked lately that a movement
seems to be going on among the Mohammedans
over India.  There are signs of o stirring among
these very dry bones. In Poona several young
Mohammedans of culture have been approuch-
ing various of the missionaries to inguire about
the truth.  Some of these attend a Sunday Bible
class in connection with the Presbyterian church.
Ivis aclass intended for Christinns and is at
present engaged over the Gospel of St. John,
*“which,” said the Mobammedans, “*is the very
thing we want to study 7 1n it surely they can-
not fail Lo recognize *‘ the glory of Gind in the
face of Christ Jesus” to which their race is so
Hind. —Indian Standard.

A Belgian missionary upon the upyper Conge
snys in the Missionary Herald that on a market
day there 1515 customary to take prisoners of war
up and down, with marks on their naked bodics,
showing the parts the purchasers have selected as
sonn as the budivs are cuv up.  The object 15 to
attraet purchascrs, and when the best parts are
sold, the prisoner is killed.  One case 1s mention-
ed in which no purehasr could  be found for the
man’s head, and the buyers of the legs and arms
became impatient, and these were accordingly
cut off, and the vendor procceded with his search
for a purchaser of the head.  And yet there are
thuse who say that the religions of the heathen
are good enough for them, and that it is use-
less to disturb them in their opinions and prac-
tices.

The changes in Central Afrien since Living-
stane’s day have been marvelous.  Along the
shores of Nyassa, Livingstune threaded s way
a lone explorer thirty years ago. It was then an
unknown wilderness, the people were cruel siv-
ages who had never heard of Jesus Christ, and it
took months, even vears, to send and receive
commumeations from England. Now, as the
steamers of mssions and commeree plow the
waters of the great luke, along the shores may be
seen Christian towns with themr churches, and the
familiar telegraph poles, over whose wires a tele-
graphic message may be sent to London in the
early morning, and an answer received alittle
after sunset the same day ! All this is wonderful,
but lays a correspondingly wonderful responsibil-
ity upon the Church of Christ,

THE WALDENSIAN CHURCH.

The restlessness among the priests of the Rom-
ish Church in Italy and Sicily—many having al-
ready come out from her commuunton—is a signi-
ficant sign of thetimes. Theuncient Waldensian
Churth is making her influence felt in many di-
rections. One result of her mission enterprise in
Riesi, in Sieily, is most encouraging. Last month
the new church there, which hail been in process
of erection for some months, was opened amid
many congratulations. Pastors and delegates
from various parts of the island, and some from
Southern Italy, took part in the rejoicings. They
were met at the gate of the town by a band of
music, which played the Italian National An-
them and the hymn of Garibaldi.—Sel,
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THE PHILIPPINES AND THE PHILI-
PINOS.*

BY F. DE P. CASTELLS, GUATEMALA.

Formeily agont of the British «nld Furcign Bible Society
in the Philippines.

The Philippines were formerly annexed to and
tuken possessson of by Spain in 1565, when Le-
gazpi, with his retinue of friars and warriors
came, forty-four years after their discovery by
Magellan. The Pope had decided that all lands
to the west of America belonged to Spain, but
the king was under obligation to establish and
maintain ‘¢ the Catholic religion” in all of them.

The friars who came, therefore, endeavored to
do the two things : turn the natives into Roman-
ists, and combine with the soldiers to establish
the Spanish authority. Thezeal with which they
entered into this double work was extraordinary.
It is said, for instance, that to *‘convert” and
baptize the whole population of Cebu took only
eight days. The people had, however, probably
already been overawed by the doings of the cowl-
ed men.

The islanders of that time, far from being
savages, had already attained a considerable de-
gree of culture. They believed in a Suprome God
the Creator of all things, whom they named
Bathala, and alsoin a multitude of other invisible
beings, called anitos, whom they worshipped and
sought to propitiate by thesacrifices offered in the
temples by their priests and priestesses. They
held commercial relations with the neighboring
countries, and their political organization was
fairly good, the supreme power being hercditary.
They were masters of the musical art, and had a
system of writing all their own. In the north
monogamy prevailed, and the women were re-
spected.

Ths part which the friars took in the conquest,
however, gave the Roman Church that suprem-
acy which has worked so disastrously both for
the colonies and for Spain. For in reality the
Philippines have always beena dependency of
the Pope rather than a Spanish colony. Not
only is the Roman Church here established by
law, to the exclusion of all others, but her clergy
are under a charter which makes them inviolable,
while each individual priest is & monarch in his
own parish, wherehe keeps reaping the only hene-
fits that ever came of colohizing the country.

The clergy of the Philippines is composed of
the following : The archbishop of Manilla ; three

*Many do not realize that the area of the Philippine
Islandsis almost equal to that of Japan, though their
population is less than one-fourth that of the Mikado’s
empire. They are rich and fertile, but the climate and
misgovernment have combined to keep the natives from
progressing industrially, intellectually, morally, or
anirit .
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bishops, with their seeg at Vigan, Nueva, Caceres,
and Cebu; 600 parish priests, who are nearly ail
regulars; 200 nuns; and 1,400 other friurs in
various institutes. It is from these islands that
the Catholic missions in Formosa, Tonkin, and
Southern China are being maintained, and from
them, too, that the last Carlist war of Spain,
lasting through seven years, received most of its
funds.

Observing the baneful effects of priestly domin-
ation, the liberal governments of Spain tried
honestly to mend things, but their schemes were
always defeated by the strong reactionary influ-
ence of the friars and their home supporters.
For instance, a late colonial secretary, Senor
Bocerra, had thought of extending the civil codw
of Spain to these colonies. The cortes decreed it
80, and the officials in Manilla were instructed
accordingly. Then tho colonial board and tho
viceroy’s counsellors, chief of whom were tho
bishops and archbishop, had a meeting, and de~
cided to vefo the resolution of the Spanish parlia-
ment, so that the Spanish civil code has never
yet operated in the islands, and such liberties as
that of conscience, of assembly, of speech, of wor-
ship, of the press, enjoyed to some extent in
Spain, are still unknown there.

No patriotic man could ever be satisfied with
such a state of things. To guard against public
opposition, therefore, the friars have ever been
wary about admitting natives into the priesthood,
or to any position of influence. But yet the pro-
test came. Thirty odd years ago a revolution
was set on foot; suppressed, it broke out again
lagt year. The movement was a social rather
than a political one. The cry was for reforms,
not for independence. The monks proposed
the extirpation of all those involved. At the
same time the liberal pressin Spain urged the
government to be just, and deprive those heart-
less friars of the power wielded these three hund-
red years. Instead, however, there wasa com-
promise, and everything resumed its usual course.
The present revolution wears a new aspect. The
ultimate outcome of this rests wholly with God—
even the God that can make the very wrath of
man to praise him.

In 1883 the population of the Philippines was
estimated at seven and three-quarter millions;
later it was down at nine millions ; but even this
latter scems to fall below the actual number.
Allowing the official figures to stand, however,
in the matter of religious profession, we should
have to distribute them thus: Romanists, 7,000-
000 ; heathen, 1,300,000; Mohammedans, 700,-
000.

Mohammedanism was first introduced in the
XIVth century, and has made a great advance in
the south. Of the heathen mentioned, about
250,000 are in Luzon, as many again in Palawan
and the Visayss group, the balance being in Min-
danao and other southern islands. '
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The Chinese population is about 100,000, and
their descendunts, styled Sangleyes, by native
women, are also numerous. These Chinese are
not allowed to practise their idolatry, and on
marrying must become Catholics, the. priest only
being able to effect such a union.

In the mountainous parts of the interior we
come across the dwarfish Igorrotes, or Negritos, a
people of the Pupuan or New Guinea type, but as
they are beyond the control of the authorities,
little is known about them. They are the abori-
gines of the country, the term Jgorrote being an
adaptation of the Papuan patronymic ¢ Igolote.”
The Spaniards and the Spaaish mestizos together
can hurdly muster rare than 25,000,

Roughly spesking, thepopulation of the Philip-
pines is composed of twomain sections: the Taga-
logs, inhabiting the northern portion of the archi-
pelago, and the Visayas occupying the southern
part. But all, with theexception of the Igorrotes,
belong to one and the same race—the Malayan.
As the seat of government is in Luzon, and this is
the Ligest and most populous of the Islands, the
Tagalogs arethe best known of these people, and
have taken the lead in every respect.

The general character of the islanders exhibits,
in a striking manner, the ruinous effects of sin,
and manifesta the failure of Romanism as & moral
force. For amoung those people wo see much
licentiousness and drunkenness, witcherafv and
idolatry, lying and stealing. But yet the samne
people are naturally endowed with qualities, and
present traits which, under the sanctifying influ-
ence of the Gospel, should make them a great
blessing to that part of the world. For instance,
they are grateful, sensitive, and hospitable ; have
a most remarkable aptitude for the finc arts,
being * the Italians of the East.”

Though commonly accused of indolence, they
are a great improvement over all the other
branches of the Malay race. The priests testify
of their liberality in giving for the erection of
churches and the support of religion generally.
Hardly a town is without its band of music, and
they delight in using their talent in the service of
their superstitions. The Tagalog ladies are also
very musical ; the harp is their favorite instru-
ment. At the time of the conquest they were
greatly addicted to the coryapi, which is a sort: of
viol.

In their simple-mindedness they are very
credulous, and mix the Divine name with most
profane and foolish things. They still retain
many of their old heathen customs, but in a
modifed form and tinged with Romanism. The
word Erangelio, *“ Gospel,” is by them employed
to signify a small bag made of cloth, containing
aserap of paper, with the first fourteen verses of
the Gospel of St. John in Latin. Thisis worn by
nearly every female, hung uround the neck for
an amulet, the idea being that it wards off sick-
ness.
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These people live on simple food, chictly rice
and fish, and dress in light clothes, The Spun-
inrds have introduced bull-fights, but the natives
prefer their own cock-fights. These latter are
the general pastime on Sundays and all fenst
days.

Quite a vaviety of dialects arc spoken in the
islands ; and it is interesting to sce how the
farther we trave! southward the clearer becomes
theiv affinity with the Malay. The inflections
and grammatical construction of the nurthern
dialects are, indeed, in greab contrast with the
simple syntax of the classic Malay ; but that the
elements of the language are Malay, is altogether
too obvious to be disputed. And when we reach
Sulu, or Jolo, near Borneo, the fact becomes
more apparentthan ever, owing, no doubt to the
ancestors of the present people having come from
the south, and by way of western Borneo, where
wemay also find the Malays in possession of all
the waterways, and the aborigines driven in-
land.

The importance of some of these dialects, from
the missionary’s point of view, will appear from
the fact that Visayan is spoken by about 2,000,000
people, Cebuan by some 400,000, Tagalog by 1,-
300,000, Vicol (2 dialect of the lntter) by 325,000,
Ilocano by 350,000, Pangasinen by 300,000, Pam-
pango by 200,000.

The three principal products of the islands are
sugar, hemp, and tobacco, quantities of these be-
ing exported annually which are worth about
$25,000,000 in U. S. currency, a great deal more
than the importsamount to. The public revenue
is equal to ten million dollars, American money,
most of it coming from direct taxes, customs,
monopolies, and the official monthly lottery. The
census of 1583 admits that tlhere are over 609,800
people who are not subject to civil authority, and
pay no tribute at all.

The climate of the Philippines is decidedly hot,
especially ab such o low level as that of the capi-
tal. The range of the thermometer during the
year is from 65° to 95° Fahrenheit, in the shade.
The year is divided into a dry season and a rainy
one, of nearly equal duration. It often rains in
torrents and inundations take place, when trav-
elling in the interior becomesquite impracticabie.
QOceasionally there occur long droughts and the
crops are ruined.  This, together with the carth-
quakes, the hurricanes, the voleanic eruptions,
and the devastation caused by locusts, are seri-
ous drawbacks to the material development of the
country. Of the voleanic action, which is in
operation in thege islands, the words of Sir John
Bowring, wricng in 1839, may give us somo
iden :

¢“The destructive ravages and changes pro-
duced by earthquekes are nowhere more remark-
able than in the Philippines. They have over-
turncd mountains, they have filled up valleys,
they have desolated extensive plains; they have
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opéned passages from the sea into the interior,
and from the lake into the sea.

“ There arc many traditional stories of these
territorial revolutions, but of late disasters, ihe
records are trustworthy. That of 1796 was sadly
calamitous. In 1824 many churches in Manilla
were destroyed, together with the principal
bridge, the barracks, a great number of private
houses ; and a chasm opened of nearly four miles
in length. The inhabitants all fled into the
fields, and six vessels in the port were wreck-
ed. The number of vietims was never ascer-
tained.

“In 1828, during another earthquake, the
vibration of the lamps was found to describe an
arc of four and a half feet ; the huge cornerstones
of the principal gate of the city were displaced ;
the great bells were set ringing. It lasted be-
tween two or three minutes, rent the walls of sev-
eral churches and other buildings, but was not
accompanied by subterranean noises, as is usually
the case.” R

Since theabove lines were penned, two very dis-
astrous earthquakes have been added to the list ;
one in 1863, the other in 1880.

The question now asked on all sides is, ‘“What
will be the future of the Philippines 2 Are they
at last to be opened to missionary effort? It
seems they will be, and I earnestly trust and
pray that it may be so. ‘¢ God works in a mys-
terious way His wonders to perform ;” and He
will yet vindicate His truth, somchow, some time,
despite human wickedness and folly. If God is
pleased to open up the way, we shall begin work
quietly at some convenient cenire, and then go
on enlarging, just as the Lord Himself may di-
rect, The evangelization of this archipelago of
six bundred inhubited islands, is a very large
undertaking, and it will therefore require great
abnegation on the part of the workers, and great
liberality on the part of the Church.—2Missionary
Revicw.

A Hindu, who lived a long distance from any
missionary, and who had never bheen inside a
Christian church, was led to believe in Christ by
reading the .Gospels. Finding a command to eat
and drink in memory of our Lord’s death, and
knowing nothing of church order and ritual, he
was accustomed each day to take a littlerice, say-
ing, “This I do in remembrance of Christ;”
then, drinking a little water, he would say, ““I
drink this because Christ died for me.”” Thusin
his soltitude this disciple was taught of the Spirit.
—Er.

A movement scems to be going on among
Mahometans over India. There are signs of a
stirring amopg these very diy bones. In Poona
several Mahometans of culture have been ap-
proaching various of {he missionaries to enquire
about the truth. Some of thesc attended a Sun-
day Bible class. It is a class intended for
Christiansand isat present eugaged over the Gospel
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of St. John ‘‘ which,’? said the Mahometans, *‘is
the very thing we want to study.” In it surely
they caunot fail to recognize ** the glory of God in
the face of Christ Jesus*? to which their race is so
blind.

News has just reached England of an unparal-
lelled incident in Christian missions. In a village
three hours distant from Ning-po, China, a Budd-
hist temple, its idols, and some very valuable
land and gardens atta~hed, have been voluntarily
assigned by deed of gift to the Free Methodist
mission, for use as a Christian mission station.
The head men of three villages surrounding the
the temple have given their written consent to the
establishment of the mission there.—Ex.

A COURTEOUS LIFE.

Every one who is trying to lead a good life
should also try tolead a winsome and courteous
life. By abandoning gentleness of disposition
and graciousness of word and deed he throws
away a means of growth and an effective weapon.
And yet it is not uncommon for men ahd women
to think, or to pretend they think, that rudeness
of manner and a neglect of the courtesies of life
are evidences of a strong character, and thata
rough and uncivil habit of speech is an admirable
proof that the speaker is a ¢ plain blunt man,”
who is above shams and pretenses.

It is a grave mistake to adopt a rough manner
of speech or action, for not only does it degrade
one, but also lessens one’s chance of doing good
work. Rude and rough people are ready to ex-
cuse themselves for their own courseness; but
after all, they despiseit in those who are striving
to instruct and help them. Cleannessand bright-
ness and winsomeness in thought and word and
deed and manner and material surroundings are
always able to help what is good. Roughness
and rudeness and ugliness are evils that must
sometimes be endured, but can never be defended
as virtues in themselves. Iudeed, as one wise
writer one said, ‘‘ He who makes goodness disa-
greeable commits high treason against virtue.”

Think of the world’s groatest necessity. It
seems to me, as I think of it, that I can hear acry
coming over the deep sea, like the pitiful, earnest,
entreating cry that came to Jesus long ago,
¢¢ Carest Thou not that we perish?” And Jesus
has given His answer to that question: ¢ Ilay
down my life for the sheep.” We who belong to
Jesus, you and I, what answer shall we give?
Shali we not follow Him in service, in sacrifice, in
life and in labor? Shall we not lay down our
lives day by dny that we may faithfully do our
part in bringing these perishing souls unto God?
—Biszop TUCKER, of Uganda.

.
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FROM DAY TO DAY.

My days are stairs that lead to life’s great end,
And one by one I steadily ascend;

Climbing with purgose thirough the upward road
That brings me to the city of my Gad. '

Sometimes the step is bright with the full sun
That shines in cloudless radiance thereon ;
Sometimes a shadow falls upon the way,
But, dark or light, I need not go astray.

One stair is rough, with thorn-points all hestrown
But shoes of iron tread the nettles down;

And one, so steep, my weary, crippled feet
The painful ascent scarcely can complete.

Sometimes it isa slippery step I tread,
Al fierce temptations make my soul afraid ;
But held in Christ’s dear hands, so tender, strong,
The next I mount with courage and a song.

—Sel,

¢ 1 have seldom found it to be a lost thing to
give a present of a Testament. I was greatly
astonished aboutf a month ago. A cabmanu drove
me home, and when { paid him his fare he said :
¢ A long time since I drove you last, sir.’  ‘But.’
said I, *I do not recollect yon.” ¢ Well,? he said,
1 think it is about fourteen years ago; but,’ he
said, ‘perhaps you will know this Testament??
pulling one out of his pocket. * What,’ I said,
tqid I give you that?’ *Oh, yes,” he said, ‘and
you spoke to me about my soul, and nobody had
done that before, and I have never forgotten it.?
¢What,” said I, ‘haven’t you worn it out?’
‘No,” hie said, ‘I could not wear it out ; I have
had it hound,” and he kept it very carefully in-
deed.”’—Spurgcon.

THE BLURRED SIDE.

Somebody once sent the poct Whirt'er a blue
fringed gentian carcfully pressed between two
dises of glass; but whether or not the gift was a
beautiful one depended upon the side one loo.
at. From one side it had no definite form, and
appeared like & blurred and indistinet mass of
something without beauty or color; but when
scen from the other side, all the exquisite color
and delicacy of the lovely flower were revealed,
with every tiny fringe defined, and every faintest
veining perfectly shown.

The poet hung it against the window, putting
the blurred side cut, and the beautiful flower side
toward his room., Passers-hy on the street who
chanced (o glance up at the window. saw only
the gray shadow against the glass, but the one on
the inside looking out saw the perfect flower.,

People have their blurred side, too, aiid so have
actions. and often we look upon this and never
guess the beauty of the reverse side. We take a
hasiy glance at a person, or what he dues, and
eondemn a< untovely what perhapsis full of gree
and beauty ““on the flower side? We misinter-
pret each other heeause we do not fully kuow
sach othor. A beiter acguaintance, a lieartto-
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heart knowledge of friend and friend, will give
the fairer view, Leb us train ourselves to look
for thizin the people we meet. Leb us strive to
put sthe best possible construction upon the
actions of others. Our bearts will be the richer
for the charity given in this way.—Sel.

SINS OF THE TONGUE.

The Bible texts under the headings of tongue,
lips, words, mouth and speech, as they are ar-
ranged in the concordance, form an exceedingly
profitable study.

No Christian can study them and not be im-
pressed with the solemn consequences which
follow on a right or wrong use of the organs of
speech.

That it is the most important factor in our reli-
gious life is evident from the language used in
first chapter of Jumesand the twenty-sixth verse.

In Prov. 18: 21 we have, ‘‘Death and life are
in the power of the tougue,*? and again * Whoso
eepeth his mouth and his tongue, keepeth his
soul from troubles’’—chapter twenty-one, verse
twenty-three.

We do not expect irreligious people to be espe-
cially careful in this respect, but we do expect
it from Christians, and that the sins committed
by them just along this line are numberless and
far-reaching in evil results no one can deny.

¢ In the multitude of words there wanteth net
sin, but he that refraineth his lips is wise.”
Unprofitable conversation leaves the mind ener-
vated, and hinders spiritual growth.

The very opportunities to-day afforded us for
social intercourse tend to foster this evil, When
the country was sparsely settled, distances long,
means of locomotion difficult, and social and reli-
gious gatherings were comparatively few in num-
ber, people had not much chanceforidlechitchat.

Labor-saving inventions, the appliancesand con-
veniences of modern home life, leave a large mar-
gin of time for what is after all simply **idling
away the hours.” With increasing ease and
luxury seems to come a trifling spirit, quite the
opposite of *‘ redeeming the time.>

“ By thy words thou shalt be justified and by
thy words thou shalt be condemmned.”  Are these
declarations of the Master considered in their
solemn hearins, upon our eternal interests ?

Thomus & Wempis says, ‘It is casier not to
speak a word at all, than not to speak more words
thaa we should.”?

A poor and ignorant man once came to a
scholar to learn some texts of Seripture.  The first
one given him was this: ** I said, 1 will take
heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue.”
# 1 will not return,? said the man, * until I have
learned this,”  Months passed and he came not.
is teacher inguired the reason. e replied, *¢ I
have not mastered this lesson.”?

If we timce to their source neighhorhood dis-
turbances. broken friendships, church contentions,
which result in uaprofitable service for Christ,
impaired usefulness and severed relations hetween
pastors and people, we will find it more often
than not in some one’s careless, gossiping, or per-
haps spiteful tongue.—Sel, )
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DON'T ROB YOUR MASTER.
BY REV. DR. CUYLEK, IN C. E. WORLD.

The chief thing for every true Christian to
remember i3 that ho belongs to Jesus Christ.
He is not his own; he has been redeemed by preci-
ous, atonmg blood. How much do you owe to
your Saviour, my young friend? You owe him
tho best that you have; he has the first claim on
your thoughts, your time, your talents, and your
influence. The best is none tvo good for him,
and you should never put him off with anything
less. Whatever else may be stinted, never rob
your loving Master.

The primal idea of all healthy and happy
religion is your giving to Jesus all you have and
all youare. Thatis the real meaning of the word
‘¢ sanctificavion.”  Some people nse that word to
signify a process of soul-purifying; and there are
some who claim that they have attained to sinless
perfection, but my old friend Spurgeon used to
say that hie was rather shy of ‘¢ perfect people.”

The Bible meaning of the word “‘sanctify " 1s
to set apart, to consecrate to God. When wur
Lord said, ‘I sanctify myself,’” he did not assert
that he was putting off sin, and becoming perfect-
ly holy; for he had always been wholly without
sin. He meant to say, * consecrate myself to the
fulfilment of my Father's will, and to the glorious
purpose of laying down my life for the salvation
of sinners.”

A genuine Christian life is the constant con-
secration of our bodily powers, of our talents, of
our affections, of our money and our influence. to
Him who bought us with his blood. The more
willing you are to give Jesus Christ the best you
have the more you are attaining to the Bible idea
of holiness.

STEALING JMONEY FROM CHRIST.

How many of you givea fair honest thare of
your income—be it large or small- o your
Master? Perhaps you areearning very little; but
it cannot be less than the poor widow's *‘two
mites,” and Jesus praised her liberality.

Ihave known Christians to say, ‘I cannot
afford togive us much as I once did.” That may
be, but when you began to retrench, it is quite
possible that you began by cutting down your
contributions to charitable and Christian objects
before you curtailedin anything else. Ifanybody
was to be serimped, it was your Master. where-
ashe had the first claim, and everything elso
ought to wait until ho has been served.

“When I got any money,” said the learned
Erasmus, “I buy books; if I have any left, I buy
clothes.” There spake the genuine scholar, who
cared more to feed his mind than to adorn his
body.

Too many Christians say by their practice, ** If
I am making money, I will treat myself to a fine
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turnout, or my wifcto costly jewelry, and what
I have no use for, I will put into the contribution-
box.” The fattest sheep is kil for the table
of selfishness.  The pooc *“ crow-bait” is palned
off for sacrifice on the altar of charity.

The punishment of ull such petit larceny of the
Master is that the perpetrators become mere

“arow-baits ¥ gpiritually, and never become
t‘:tllletic in grace, or rich in heavenly treasures.
* The liberal soul shall be made fat,” all the rest
arc only skin and bone.

Every young Christian ought to begin with a
systematic plan of beneficence, and lay uside a
certain wmount out of his income or his earnings
for Jesus Christ.  That must not be touched. 1f
you take a dollar of thut for any selfish use, you
are robbing your Master.

T once had in my church an excellent member
who lived ina very modest house und in very
plain style, and yot put his check for quite large
sumsg into the contribution box on Sundays.
When T once asked him to help in building & new
ission chapel, he modestly said, *The next
thing I give must be a piano to my daughter.”
I know that a man who had given hundredson a
Sabbath before he would treat his child to a piano
had put Christ in possession of his purse. He
soon became a very prosperous man, and has given
his thougands to support missionarics and endow
colleges and many other benevolent purposes.

My observation has been that Christinns who
give the Lord the first place in their bestowments
of money usually have prospered. The samo con-
scientiousness that kept them from robbing their
Lord and Master kept them from extravagance
and spendthrift indulgences and reckless specu-
lations.

STEALING TIME FROM CHRIST.

What is true of money is equally true of time,
Your soul needs a certain amount of time for
your Bible-reading and jour private devotions.
If, in order to feed your soul on the Bre.d of Life
or to have a proper time for prayer, you must risg
earlier in the morning, then quit your pillow the
sooner  Don’t cheat your soul o yowr Suviour.

John Wesley had a fixed rule to be out of bed
and at his devotions at a certain very early hour.
On one rery cold morning he was tempted to
break his rule: but presently the glorious old man
was heard to say, < Well, John Wesley, you may
do as you like, but I.am goiug to get up,” and out
he sprang.  If Wesley had not learned how to
make self obey Jesus Christ in small things, he
never would have founded Methodism.

If your marning hours must he so ordered as to
secure time for your Bible and your devotions,
see to it that nothing short ‘of the sharpest neces-
sity keeps you from your place in the evening
gatherings of your Endeavor society. Say to,
other tempting invitations, “‘I am engaged for
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this evening,” and stick to that engagement as
scrupulously as a bank-teller does to his engage-
ment to be at his post every day when the bank
opens.

The roason why so many Endeavorers desert
their meetings for pleasure parties, for bicycling,
or places of amusement, is that their consciences
fail to see that they aro really robbing their
Saviour. The pledge of attendance was not
given merely toa society ; it was given to Jesus
Christ! The Master will miss you, even if no-
body else does. Small excuses do not avail with
him ; and when you play loose with conscience,
you rob your own soul and your master also.

SOME THINGS CHRIST IIAS A RIGHT TO.

If Christ has a right to the best you have and
the best you can do, then you should make the
best preparation possible for every meeting you
attend. Certainly if you wereto take part ina
prize debate, or were appointed to read a paper
before & literary club, you would give time and
thought to it ; is it not as much your duty to
give thought and preparation to your interviews
with your Lord? You dress carefully when you
are invited to a social company ; will you let
your goul stroll in careless rags toa meeting with
the King? When you complain that a meeting
is ¢dull,” it is because you carry into it a dull
heart or & listless mind ; the best cure for a cold
meeting is to carry a live coal there in your own
soul.

It is charged that some Endeavor societies rob
the spiritual life of the church more than they re-
cruit it. That can be the case only when they
are robbing their Master by refusing him the best
they can give him. Consecration is a deep, far-
reaching, perennial process. It is not a pious
spasm, or the formal signing of » pledge too soon
forgotten. It isenthroning the Lord Jesus Christ
in the heart with full sway over your time, your
purse, your brains, your affections, and your influ-
ence.

Never commute with your Master for a *‘half-
fare,” or a cheap ride to heaven. 1f you go
empty-handed into heaven you will be ashamed
to face your Saviour there. I entreat you not to
turn him off with the “‘candle-ends” and “‘cheese-
parings ; ” your very best is quite too little for
Him who endured the agonies of Calvary that he
might redeem you from sin and hell, and write
your name in his * book of life” forever and ever-
wore.

‘Unbelief does nothing bat darken and destroy.
It makes the world a moral desert, where nodivine
footsteps are heard, where no angels ascend and
descend, where no living hand adorns the fields,
feeds the birds of heaven, or regulates events.
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A CONVENIENT SEASON.

‘“ Have you neversecen & man waiting for a con-
venicnt season? There is such a great fascina-
tion about it, that though you may have great
respect to the truth of Christ, yet somehow there
is m your soul the thought, * Not quite yet, 1t
is not time for me to become 2 Christian.’

Isay to a boy: ¢“Seck Christ.” He says “‘ No;
wait until I get to be & young man.” [sayto
the young man: ‘‘Seek Christ.” He says:
““Wait until I come to mid-life.” I meet the
same person in mid life, and I say: ¢ Seek
Christ.” He says: ¢ Wait until Iget old.” I
meet the same person in old age, and say te him:
** Seek Christ.” He says: * Wait until I am on
my dying bed.” I am called to his dying couch.
His last momentshave come. I bend over the
couch and listen for his last words, I have par-
tially to guess what they are by the motion of his
lips, he is so feeble; but, rallying himself, he
whispers, until Ican hear himsay: ‘I—am—
waiting—for—a—more— convenient— season,”—
and he is gone.—DR. TALMAGE.

NEVER TOO DARK TO SEE HIM.

With fear and trembling and great humility a
young minister accepted a charge in which there
were reputed to be many intelligent and highly
educated people. . )

He was greatly perplexed as to what the sub-
ject of his first sermon ought to be; until upon
visiting the church, in order to see the interior,
he found engraved in large letters on the pulpit
the words, ** We would see Jesus.” Suchaflood
of light and warmth filled his soul as he realized
that he was there to show forth ‘¢ Jesus Christ
and him crucified,” that when the hour for the
services came on the following day, he spcke as
one inspired, and the whole congregation felt
that they had had such a glimpse of the beauty
of that Life as never before was vouchsafed them.

Ah! what different lives would ours be, if in
the worry and turmoil and weariness and anguish
we would just stop long cnough to “‘sce Jesus.”

A little girl, as she lay dying, looked up into
the face of her mother, who was standing at her
bedside, and said, ‘“Mother, I cannot see you
very well ; it is growing dark.” Then she closed
her weary eyes, and there was sileuce for a brief
space. Presently she opened them again. There
was a glad light in their heavenly blue, whilea
celestial smile illuminated her pallid countenance
as she added, ““ But I can see Jesus!”

And so with us as we toil along, though the
way be dark and lonely, and our eyes heavy
with weeping, yet we may still *“gee Jesus,”
who is our sun and shield, and a very pre-
sent help in every time of troubleand distress,—

Union Gospel News.
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Brantford Ladies College

COnservatory of [Music.

Superior inducemente t0 Specialists in Music,
Elocution and Art.

Conservatory offers advantages unaxcelled in the
Dominion. Krause Piano Method taught.
Leipzio scholarship, entitling to 12 months
tuition free at Leipsic Royal Conservatorium,
to the mosb proficient studenb in all musical
subjecta,

Send for Calendar,

MiISS PHILLPOTTS,
Lady Principal.

PRESEYTERIAY CHURCH IN CANAGA,

PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
Presbyterian Record, 50c yearly. Five or
more to one address, 25c. each.

Youth’s Record, 30c. yearly.
to one address, 15¢. eac

Children’s Record, 30c. yearly. Five or
more to one address, 15¢. each.
Please do not send postage stamps
farger than one and two cents; nor in
gquantities more than twenty-five centa.

Address: REV. E. SCOTT,
Presbyterian Offices,
MONTREAL,

Five or mere



