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LITERARY RECORD,

JUNE, 1861.

Gur Canadizn Work wnd Hinistry..

SCRAPS OF METHODIST HISTORY.

Of the thirty-one preachers stationed at the first Session of our
Clonference, in 1824, at Hallowell, only three received appointments at
the Session of 1860, viz., Rev. Messrs. Demorest, Messmore, and Waldron.
Of those who were members of that Conference only five are entitled to
seats in Conference at present, Rev. Ezra Adams, who entered the Itiner-
ancy 1814 ; Rev. Samuel Belton, 1818 ; Rev. Thomas Demorest, 1819;
Rev. W. H. Williams, 1820; Rev. John Ryerson, 1821 ; four of whom
are superannuated, as are the Rev. Messrs. Wm. Ryerson and Corson,
who were then preachers on trial.  Of the total this appears to us a small
number indeed, when we consider they were very young men, possessed,
we dare say, of‘ robust constitutions, as none others could lmve been eligi-
ble, in view of the severe toil and hardship which had of necessity to be
endured, and which should never be forgotten or lost sight of by the
young men who are in our ministry in these palmy days of Methodism.
Qur fathers,—the fathers of Methodism in Canada—are worthy of all
honour and respect from us, more honour and respect, we are sorry to say,
than we, or the church, are forward in rendering them. Six of the thirty-
one died in the work, and seven are supe;annuated. Of the candidates
for the Ministry received at this Conference,—six in number; one, the
Rev. Joseph Messmore, continues his regular labours, two were superan-

puated and three located.
A-2
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At the Conference of 1825, six preachers were reccived on trial, two
of whom are still what is called effective—Rev. E. Ryerson, D. D., and
Rev. A. Green, D. D. One is superannuated—Rev. John Black; one,
Rev. D. McMullen, supernumerary; one located, and another after ten
years in our work, withdrew and joined the Episcopal Methodists: judging
by their subsequent history and the positions occupied by them, as well as
the honorary distinctions awarded, many of them must have been men of
more than ordinary talent. Three of them arc now Doctors in Divinity ;
two were editors of the Christian Guardian; one was President of the
Conference, and one is a Bishop in the Episcopal Methodist Church.

1826. Only one was received on trial—George Farr. He soon retired, and
engaged in the lumber trade on the Ottawa River, fell into sin, went to
the United States, where he was reclaimed, and died in the faith and
hope of the Gospel,—u Methodist, if not a Methodist preacher.

1827. Nine candidates admitted, three of whom have continued in

the regular work uninterruptedly to the present—Rev. Messrs. Richard
-Jones, Matthew Whiting, and Norris ; five located, one is superannuated ;
«one withdrew after more than twenty years itinerancy and joined the
Ministry of the Church of England, and two, the Rev. Messrs. Geo. Poole
and Peter Jones finished their course with joy.

1828. The same number as in the preceding year was received, two
of whom are still effective—Rev. A, Hurlburt, and Rev. E. Evans, D.D,,
—the pioneer of Methodism in Vancouver's Island, and British Columbia ;
three are superannuated, one supernumerary, one located, another joined
the Irvingites, and one united with the New England Conference of the Me-
thodist Episcopal Church in the United States, in which conneetion he died,

1829, TFive preachers received on trial, only one, Rev. John Carroll,
now effective, and he, physically, the most unpromising, yet has continued,
with a short interruption, in labours most abundant; Rev, S. Hunting-
ton gone to heaven—two superannuated—one retired from the itinerancy
and engaged in mercantile pursuits, and has been for many years, and is
still, a member of our Provincial Parliament. -

1830. The names of eight candidates appear this year, none of whom at
present in the active work. They were unusually varied in their lot and

- character, and would furnish an answer to nearly every disciplinar; ques-
tion in reference to ministers. Three are superannuated, one supernu-
merary, two located, another withdrew and became an active agent
in effecting the Methodist Episcopal Secession. The Rev. James Evans
was received this year, and proved to be one of the most laborious and
saccessful of missionaties in our day, and died.in the work. One attained
the high office of President of Conference, and two were Secretaries.



SCRAPS OF METHODIST HISTORY. 323

1831. Five probationers,—two still regularly employed. Rev. Messrs.
Wilkinson and Brock. Two ave superannuated, and one expelled.
Three of the five have been Chairmen of Districts, and the Rev. H. Wil
kinson has been President of Conference, and is now Co-Delegate elect.

1332. Of the scven admitted, three—the Rev. Messrs, Musgrove,
Warner, and Sunday, remain itinerants, onc superannuated, one super-
numerary, one withdrew, and joined the Church of England, and one died.

1833. Ten, the largest number hitherto reccived at any Conference,
and of whom the following are still active labourcrs, viz., Rev. Messrs.
Rose, McFadden, Law, Williston. John Watson, a young mon of much
promise, dicd shortly after his reception, at Hamilton City, and the Rev.
Thomas Fawcott, faithful and successful as a labourer in the cause of
truth and holiness during many years, died in March 1859, through in-
juries received on the Railway. One is superannuated, one supernumerary,
and two were dropt.

1834, Of nine admissions on trial, two only actively employed in the
regular work of the itinerancy—Rev, Messrs. Douse and Brownell. Two
have died, Rev. J. Gladwin and Rev. Benjamin Slight, A. M. Three
are superannuated, one supernumerary; and one was seut as a missionary
to the West Indies, became disaffected, visited England, joined the so-
called reformers in their crusade against the English Conference, and
finally became pastor of a small Congregational church in that country.
Probably there was among these young men a larger number possessing
literary taste and culture, than had been received at any previous session
of Conference. We have scen productions of no small worth from the
pens of four of them. The Rev. B. Slight, A.M., has given us an Exposi-
tion of the Apocalypse. Rev. John Douse has not only compiled a very
useful “ Register of Methodist Ministers and Preachers,” but is the great
Expositor of Wesleyan Law and Usage. Rev. G. F. Playter has written
much and well, besides his History of Methodism in Canada, in course of
publication. The Rev. Jonathan Scott, Missionary Secretary, has a ready
pen constantly employed,—giving us annually a Missionary Report, in
which he invests dry details with a peculiar fascination and charm,—and
is one of our ablest contributors to the Repository ; what he has in store
for us in the future of & more voluminous form and permanent character
we are unable tc say, but we expect a legacy for the Church in Canada.
Rev. Jonathan Scott and Rev. G. F. Player have been editors of the
Christian Guardian.

1835.—-Eleven ; being the highest number hitherto received, and
they were the most singularly diversified in their subsequent career
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of any admitted at any Conference. Thée Rev. Thowas Hurbart can
say, “ and I only am left alone,”—and even hehas been a wanderer,
but not from Methodism, or the work of an exemplary and zcalous
Minister and Missipnary. Four united with the Church of England,
one of whom went to Australia, another is now Chaplain to the
Provincial Penitentiary. One who came from Rome to Methodism,
and from Mcthodism to Episcopalianism is in Lower Canada : the
fourth is in Western Canada, where he has obtained some notoricety
as a thorough Puseyite D.D, Of the ~leven, onc became mentally
deranged, was dropped, and is a Millerite Preacher, yot with a
friendly lcaning towards Wesleyan Ministers, as we could discover
in a visit we had from him some months ago. Another who did not
succeed very well, shortly withrew,—practiced medicine, and then
entered with the Episcopal Methodists. Still another, who retired,
tried itinerant life once more, became again restive, and is now a
Congregationalist Minister. One returned to secular life,—and one
after some years of fruitful labour, fell into snares which unfitted
him for the ministry, and was permitted to retire. But happily we
can close our strange list by recording the termination of the race
of one of them—the Rev. B. Nankeville—as that of faithfulness to
the end.

1836.—Eleven again ; not quite soominous ae the first, yet greatly
diversied were the men. Three still eflcetive, viz,, Rev.Messrs.S.Hurl-
burt, W. Willoughby, G. Goodson. Three superannuated; one died in
his youth ; two found an asylum in the Church of England from the
labour and poverty of our church in that day ; one desisted through
ill health, re-entered, had to desist a second time, and is now a Con-
gregationalist Minister in Lower Canada ; another was deposed
from our ministry, and is, we are informed, a very popular pastor of
a Baptist Church in the United States.

"The indebtedness of other ehurches to our church in furnishing
ministers, is certainly very great, as is apparent from the preceding
details ; and whether they acknewledge or repudiate our claims,
cannot materially affect their obligations. But after all, perhaps the
obligations and benefits are on our side.

1837.—Three only, but good men and trae, they ought to be brave
men, it took three kingdoms to furnish them : one of whom, the
Rev. Wellington Jeffers, is the talented and popular Editor of the
Christian GQuardian.

1838.—Four received on trial. Two remain effective; one with-
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drawn, and one supernumerary. From this small number we have
had two Editors, one Book-Steward, a Chairman of a District and
two Secretaries of Conference.

1839 —Four received. One superannuated, and three in the regu-
lar work.

1840.--0f twelve admitted, seven actively engaged. One is con-
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States,
and is Principal of a Ladics’ Academy in the city of New-York ;
another with more zeal than knowledge entered the controversial
lists with a Baptist Minister, got worsted in the conflict, was led
into captivity, where he still remains ; another, after a few months’
travelling, united with the Church of England, and two desisted, re-
turning to former pursuits'.

1841 ~--Ten received, of these six are now cffective.  One super-
numerary, two desisted, and one neticed above, as having entered
the English Churci.

1842.—Same number of candidates ; but they of this year have
been remarkable for stcadfastness ; nine remain in the work ; the
tenth, John Williams, died at his post. Four of them for a long
serics of years have occupied the first pulpits in our church, and
probably have been as successful in their labours as any others.

“ ONE WILD FLOWER MORE.”

Upon the buttress of what was intended to be the suspension bridge
over the river Avon, near the city of Bristol, England, I was stand-
ing by the side of my honored father, admiring the romantic scenery.
Far below us flowed quietly the comparatively little river—wind-
ing its way through walls of huge rocks of various hues, rising to
the height of one or two hundred feet; while steamboats and
majestic sailing ships were bearing the commerce of the great city
to and from all parts of the world. “Do yousee that shelving rock
yonder,” my father said to me, pointing in a certain direction.
“«That one, I replied that is on a level with where we now stand:
rounding and projecting over ti . precipice and upon which 1 see
those wild flowers growing?”  “ Yes:—A little more than a year
ago a young lady (grand-daughter of the late and well-known Rev.
Leigh Richmond) on a visit to an aunt in Clifton, strolled out alone
on a Jovely summer’s afternoon to admire the scenery, and gather
the wild flowers. No friendly rail was stretched along as now you
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see. And in her eagerness she stepped upon that rock, and culled
onc sweet flower after another, thinking of the beautiful boquet she
would have to carry back as a memento of her pleasant walk.
Necarer and yet nearer, lured by the innocent beauty of the little
flowers she ventured to the edge, until tempted one step too far,
her foot slipped upon the grassy slope,~one vain effort! one wild
shrick of agonizing despair! and her frail and beautiful form fell
and was dashed upon those rocks one hundred feet below.,

“A Youth was passing on that road below at that time; he heard
the shriek; he saw the falling form; he hurried to the spot, climb-
ing with difliculty over those fallen rocks, until he found the place
where she lay, mangled, bleeding! she gasped a few timcs, and
then expired !

“ At the howe of her aunt the tea-table was set; the time for the
young lady’s return was come:—I wonder how it is she stays so
long. Can any thing have befallen her?” The servant is dis-
patched; nor had she gone very far before she met a crowd, some
weeping—and all solemn,—upon a plain board they were bearing
a lifeless form—a lady’s—can it be her? It was indeed—the same
one who a few short hours before had gone out in all the beauty of.
youth and health is now brought back a mangled corpse! The joy
of that house was turned into the bitterness of grief. And what
had occasioned it ? the allurement of ¢ One flower more.’

From the circumstance we have been led to the reflection, that
what occasioned the untimely death of this lovely young lady, hast
also proved the occasion of the eternal death of thousands.

Sinful pleasures, like wild flowers, grow in tempting beauty
upon the dangerous ground which overhangs cternal perdition.
Some venture upon it to cull just one pleasure—and yet they see
another still sweeter, near the precipice; they gather and reach out
the hand for just that one pleasure more; but as the hand grasps,
the feet slip, and they perish with their sin in their hand.

Or wealth has been the tempting flower. Just one farm more;
or one good bargain more: and then will Isit at the feet of Jesus.
But while the hand has been reaching out to grasp,—the sentence
has gone forth,—* Thou fool this night thy soul shall be required
of the¢”—and it has proved the fatal flower,—in the gathering of
which they have been undone for ever.

Reader, beware of “ one flower more”—while you stand on slip-
pery places—over eternal death, and now ‘“flee also youthful
lusts.” 2 Tim. ii, 22. H—s.
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CANADA CONFERENCE CONTRASTS.
By Jovaraan Scm‘r..

Seventy )"cars have passed since the foundations of WesLEYAN
Memopisn were began in Cavapa, and there are in Methodist
librarics now volumes, pamphlets, and papers containin,, notices of
the progress of the structure commenced in 1791 historically and
personally valuable, written by Dr. Bangs, Mr. Case, Dr. Ryerson,
Mr. Peter Jones, Mr. Carroll, Dr. Green,. Mr Playter, Mr. Hughes,
and others, whose researches have deprived oblivion of many
important ecclesiastical and chronological facts, and secured
for us and posterity, in an cdifying and imperishable form,
the most precious Connexional reminiscences. I cannotread of the
Wesleyan Ministry of the past without thinking of Charles Wcsley s
Elegy on Whitficld :—

¢ How blest the messenger whom Jesus owns!
How swift with the commissioned word he runs?!’
The sacred fire shut up within his breast;
Breaks out agnin ; the weary cannot rest, .
Cannot consent his feeble flesh to spare,
But rushes on, Jehoval’s harbinger.”

Though more than two Canadian generations have witnessed the
progress of the Wesleyan structure, I shall confine myself to the
years of one generation for the contrasts I wish thankfully to record
to the glory of God, and the good of his people. My period is from
1830 to 1860 ; and being prepared with official verifications, I do-
not send forth statements which are anonymous.

Not that the antecedent forty years were of less moment to Can-
ada, or less creditable to the indefatigable actors. The Mecthodists
of the United States—who had Wesley for their founder—were liberal
to us in men and means, and their devoted Bishops brought us many
benedictions. There were perils, discomforts, purpose, and endur-
ance in those years, never exceeded in after years. There weie
signal practical sanctity, and indomitable trust in the God of Jacob.
The drudgery was incessant. The remuneration was often the pay
of penury. The plans laid might have been for Peter, and Paul, and
Barnabas to carry out. The journeys and labours performed were-
such as, it would seem, only men of Samsonian strength could:
endure. The effect of their pulpit and pastoral words, and publie
religious services, brings to mind the best revival facts in the Jour-
nals of the Wesleys. Prayer was prevalent, and praises fervent.
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The cloud of the Divine presence rested on school house, shanty, barn,
wigwam,and grove. Of this and that and many a district of Canada,
it could be said, ‘ The word of the Lord was published thronghout
all the region.” ' There were suspicions in monopolist churchmen, mon-
opolist cducationists, monopolist politicians and patriots, and some
of their gentlemanly utterances make one remember the clerical
"and magisterial spceches of men who led on the mobs of England
and Ireland when Wesley started on his career, There was hard
work among them to undermine the Wesleyan structure, but it was
found that faith in God could counter-plot and baunlk the enemies of
Scriptural Christianity. They had Garibaldis to deal with. Circuits
extended. Missions increased. Sabbath Schools were organized.
Indians were evangilized. Christian Societies were multiplied, and
houses of worship began to stud and bless the towns and town-
ships. Rights and liberties, long denied the Methodists, were then
as since, extorted from the legislature. They have kept on winning,
by the Spirit of God, the Bible, and the Discipline, their spiritual
battles, and never retreated ; “o day the Methodist professions here
possess the largest Protestant Ministry in the Canadas ; and annu-
ally, whenthe Wesleyan Ministers came with trophies and with joy
to their Conference, * they rchearsed all that God had done with
them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.”

In these days the Brethren go to Conference by railroad ; every
man in garb is a clergyman ; and hundreds attend. Inolden times
the good men got to Conference as well as they could, some after
sad mishaps, some on saddle-bags, some in sulkics, some in ba-
teaus ; diverse were the colours and cuts of coats, neckerchiefs,
.and hats: and when thirty or forty of them had met from every
point of the wilderness, the first Conference hymn brought voice,
and tears, and heart out, and there was jubilee among God’s hardy,
triumphant servants. How honoured arc we in our ancestry !
What examples, to shame modern fastidiousness !

Knowing this, I open the Conference Mizures of 1830 with rever-
ence and pleasure. Here is no child’s play for the derisicn of
bigots, but the sublime of holy pioncer men, and the matter-of-fact
details of our Fathers—honest, unembellished. It was a memora-
ble Conference, that lasted from the 17thto the 30th of August, and
held at two places, Kingston and Belleville ; and there must have
been a thorough commotion that thirteen days on the old Methodist

f‘l_?»ay' of Quinte. After a sermon by the now sainted Healy, and an
.invitation by Mr. Jones, now our respected Co-Delegate, souls were
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saved. The records commence with the President : Winniayx Casg,
General Superintendent, pro tem, with special charge of Grape Island
Mission.” This is one of those noble and affecting appendages
which gives a true harecter to our patriarch, and apostle tc the
Indians, and lovely Grape Isiucd a lasting fame. The Presiding
Elders were J. Ryerson, W. Ryersor, and T. Metcall. The Brethren
ordained Elders were, E. Stonuy, J. Richardson, Egerton Ryerson,
J. Black, A. Green, D. McMullen. Bishop Hedding ordained them,
and conducted the services of the Sabbath. Thanks were given to
the Printing Committee at York, and another Committee was ap-
pointed. A Committee of nine was chosen to fix the location
of the Seminary, and a Constitution for the Upper Canada Academy
was adopted. Thus, before some of the present ddgmatical monopo-
lists of superior education were born, and long before others of
them were in the country, the Mecthodists were providing a liberal
and religious education for the sons and danghters of Canada.
The chief business of the Conference was routine ; but these re-
solutions on Printing and the Academy shew that the business was
not stereotyped, like that of a Persian despotism. Then, there is a
resolution on Intemperance, as it is honestly worded, to * deliver
the country from the fatal scourging of so futal a plague.” With
Mr. Wesley’s original rule and writings on Temperance long before
the world, and this resolution a gencration ago, heated total absti-
nence professors need not to have prated about the Methodists.
They were zcalous in this department before the fathers of many of
our censors could spell Temperanece. The Pastoral Address for
1830—the first in the printed Minutes—has seldom been bettered.
The fundamentals of Wesleyan truths, means, expericnce, and
regulations are insisted on. Missions, Sabbath Schools, a Confer-
ence Religious Newspaper, a Seminary of Education, Benevolence,
and Temperance Societies are recommended. It is said, * God is
with us” “During the year 1117 bave been added to the 'Church,
a much larger increase than we have cver enjoyed before in so
short a time.” Two years later the increase of members in the year
was 3,651.

In 1830 there were three Districts,—the Niagara, from Stamford
to Amherstburg : the Bay of Quinte, fiom Hallowell to the north
end of Lake Simcoe ; and Augusta, from Kingston to the Bonchere
on the Ottawa. At the Conference of 1860 there were no longer 3,
but 25 Wesleyan Districts.

In 1830 there were 35 Circuits and Missions, taking in, as now,
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all the sparse settlements from one end of Upper Canada to the
other. In those and earlier times thirty sermons were often preach-
ed in 2 month by the same lips ; sumptuous living was a rarity;
and travelling was herculcan work. In 1860 there were 270 Cir-
cuits and Missions—increase, 2351

In 1830 there were 62 Preachers ; in 1860 there were 478 in the
Itinerancy, making, with Preachers under Chairmen, Teachers, and
Interpreters, an Agency of at least 500. They would be interesting
statistics that gave us annually, fully and correctly, the number of
local-preachers, exhorters, and leaders, as being very useful helpers
of an authorised, and chiefly, ordained Itincrancy.

In 1830 the Members of the Church reported were 11,348, includ-
ing persons on Trial. In 1860, notwithstanding several secessions,
and the strenuous exertions of several other Methodist bodies, the
number was 53,634 of Wesleyans. Then there were in the general
total 1153 Indian Members ; now there are, after all their hard-
ships and deaths, 1326 in our Church.

In 1830, though there was a revived interest in their behalf, the
number of Sabbath Schools was small compartively ; and in 1860,
with other, promiscuous, organizations in existence of doubtful
utility, the number of Wesleyan Sabbath Schools was, nevertheless,
620, being an increase in the year of 91 schools, and 2658 Scholars.
- In 1830 there were no Supernumerary Ministers : now there are
17, who though, like the next class, located, are useful.

In 1830 there were 5 Superannuated Ministers ; now there are 39,
with parsimonious stipends, who have felt—some for long years—
that the Itineraney was much more than mere recreation. Then,
there are the widows and orphans of departed Ministers, who live
in sorrow and inconvenience.

In 1830 the Preachers reccived on Trial were 8. The number
received at the Conference of 1860 was 83. The Preachers on Trial
in 1860 were 121,—about double the number of all the Preachers of
the Conference in 1830.

Of the Training of the Preachers on Trial up to 1830, I sup-
pose, little can be said. The foresight of Wesley secured in the
Methodist Minutes most necessary and weighty questions to be put
io Candidates and Probationers, and the good scnse and kindness
of their Chairmen and Superintendents did not leave the Juniors
without advice as to their reading and studies; but, I conjecture
that the Young Preacher’s “ Course of Study ” was mostly volun-
tary and accidental: his books for Study the scanty contents of his
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saddle-bags ; and his place of Study cither the cedar swamp, or the
smoky, noisy log-shanty: but good sense, and the faith and love of
David Stoner, were in them. Now, we have our comprehensive
Conference “ Course of Study,” our annual District Committees for
examination, and a term at Vietoria College, for all the Proba-
tioners the work and funds allow us to send there. The desidera-
tum to-day is, a Wesleyan Theological Institution for ihe Canada
Conference, where, with the intellectual ability of a Richard Trefiry,
jun., and the soul-saving unction of a John Hunt, the Preachers on
Trial shall fif themselves as Messengers of truth and holiness, for
the roughest work of Gospel aggression. There is renown in the
rugged footsteps of our Predecessors.

Of Connexional Funds there are no returns in the printed Minutes
of 1830, but in 1833 the question is put, * What has been collected
for the contingent expenses, and for making up the allowances of
Preachers 77 It would appear that what now are two Funds, the
the Contingent, and the Superannuated, were then one.  There were
then 40 Circuits to give, and of that number 16, it is stated, gave
nothing. Toronto only found £2 15s. 6d., Kingston £3 0s. 0d.;
Belleville £2 3s. 0d., Brockville £0 15s. 0d.1 Independent of an
amount from the Book Committee, the whole Connexion gave
$563. In 1860 these two Funds—besides Interests and the
Home Grant—raised in Circuit and Minister’s subscriptions, dona-
tions, and collections, $8,075.

The Church Relief and Educational Funds are of recent date
The first of these, in 1860 produced 81,460, and the second is yearly
advancing in public favour ; and in all the Funds the laity of the
Gonnexion show an increased interest.

Of the recently established Children’s Fund the Report at the
Conference of 1860 says, “ Notwithstanding the large increase in
the number of claimants, and the arrcars te be provided for, the
increase in the nvmber of members this year will enable your
Committee to meet all the claims next year.”

The boast and joy of the Wesleyan Conference of Canada, next
to its Circuit system, is its Missionary Socicty ; and its first an-
nounced income must have reminded our Fathers of the Baptists®
maiden £13 effort—when Carey was reckoned half demented—for
the establishment of the Baptist Missionary Society ! Giving our
Society the benefit of four years, the local Receipts in 1834 did ot
rcach $800, and Simcoe paid §9%, Grape Island, now Alnwicks
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Indians, hardly $5%, Mount Pleasant, $7, Belleville, $25, Hamilton,
$150, and Toronto, about $60. In 1860 the Reccipts from these
places, (cited only for example’s sake) were Simcoe, $272, Alnwick,
$97, Mount, Pleasant, 8273, Belleville, 695, Hamilton, $723, Toron-
to, $1861. Montreal gave some $650 to the Parent Society in 1830,
and in 1860 paid $1.630 into our Canadian Missionary Fund. The
total local and voluntary Income of the Wesleyan Missionary
Socicty of Canada in 1860 was more than fifty times the Income of
1834, and amounted to $42,382. The Missions of the Society in 1830
did not, I think, exceed 16. In 1860 the Domestic, Indian, French,
and German Missions of the Society were 143,—so many Gospel
beacons and benedictions from Gaspe, five hundred miles below
Quebee on the Gulph of the St. Lawrence, and reaching through the
Canadas, to the Hudson’s Bay Territory, and Vancouver’s on the
British Pacific. “This is the Lord’s doing!”

In 1829 the Conference was of “ opinion” that the Christian Guar-
dian should be commenced, and that the sum of $700 was “ sufficient
to purchase all the apparatus for a printing establishment” In
1833 the Conference resolved “ that a Depository of Books be estab-
iished at York,” and a small frame building, a few doors north of the
present Post Office, was made our depot, with what stock, I should
like to know ; but, I suppose, it was an earnest miniature rival of
Mr. Wesley’s Book Roowm, in 1788, when he appointed a Committee
for managing it better than it had been, as he tells us. Qur first
“Book Agent” in Canada, the Minutes say, was * Brother Egerton
Ryerson” Therc he was, Secretary of the Conference, Editor of
the Guardiaz, Book Steward, and what clse in activity, the ancient
order-book of the little establishment, and his portfolio, would say.
1 beg, before proceeding, to suggest whether Dr. Ryerson’s training
at the first Wesleyan Book Room of Canada has not had something
to do with the repleteness and prosperity of the Normal School
Book Depository ! This is plain, our fertile Wesleyan Methodism
has found the country a Chief Superintendent of Education, and in
doing that, has given, by his native genius, an unexcelled system
of Public Instruction to Upper Canada. In 1860 our * Depository
of Books and Printing Office” is a lofty, extended, commodious, ex-
pensive brick building in a very eligible locality on King Street; the
offices for the Book Steward and Editer and Committees conveni.
ent ; the stock of Books filling a double front store, a long back
warehouse, and basement story ; the Editor’s daily mail alone no
trifle ; the buildings of the Printing department most complete ;
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two rooms of compositors ; engine and press rooms ; several steam
presses and others, one costing twice as much as the whole “ ap-
paratus” of the embryo establishment of 1329 ; an upper room
devoted to an eflicient Bindery; and in another room stands Mr.
Spencer’s clever Addressing Press, where there are foidings and
dispatch, to cnsure the carliest mails, and please subscribers,
Here printing is done for good Radical, Moderate, Tory, and
Orangeman ; Churchmen, Presbyterians, Baptists, and Mecthodists;
among the work doing now, besides our own Guardiun and Wesleyar
Repository, is the Canadian Agriculturist, the Herald of Truth, High
Church Music, a new edition of good Peter Jones' Wesleyan Ojibway
Hymn Book, and, I rejoice to add, the History of Methodism in Canada,,
by the Rev. G. . Playter. Then, Missionary Thomas Hurlburt has his
nucleus establishment at St. Clair, for the unigue Petaubun, and
the Missionary Socicty has its Cree press in Hudson’s Bay. I see
incidents enough belonging to all thesc Presses to make an authen-
tic 12mo. tale, in the hands of a happy-minded, apt Carroll, or ar
ingenious Hughes. The athletic energy of the Connexion has long
been doing wonders ; now its literary intellect is shewing itself.
Often about thirty persons arve employed at this Wesleyan Book,
Guardian, Printing, and Publishing Establishinent, beside the ser-
vices of many Agents and Correspondents thronghout the wide
Connexion.  We have an impression, that if Mr. Mason, Wesleyan
Book Steward in City Road, could visit it, be would say, Well done,
this costly Connexional enterprise of the Wesleyan Ministry in
Canadal

As to our University of Victoria College, the first lessons in its
halls were those of a superior Academy. After a few years Uni-
versity powers were granted, and much is Janada indehied to the
British Government for its liberality, and to the Canada Gonference,
and its agent in the matter, Dz. Ryervon, for its higher privileges
and influenee, and to a gencrous Methodist people, who have, at
different times, I judge, expended not far from a hundred thousand
dollars on the Institution. It would be gratifying to know how
many thousands of fathers and mothers, and, since it was a Cullege,
ministers, professional men, official mer; tcachers of schools,
farmers, and merchants have been educated, aye, and converted,
within the walls of our Cobourg Institution, and to have a cata-
loguc of the graduates-there honoured with degrees. The College
never rommanded greater respect and patronage than in 1860, and
I do not koow that its Presidency, Faculty, and Curriculum were
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ever more popular ;-and its present bold and just course for pro-
moting University Reform in Toronto, under the direction of the
Conference, will win for it the title of, Friend of the rights and
religion of Canada, and present to the world another proof, that
the love of Christian Learning is hereditary with the descendants of
the Rev. JouNy Westey, M.A,, sometime Fellow of Lincoln Colleye,
Oxford. .

At the Conference of 1860 it was decided on establishing forth-
with a Wesleyan Ladies’ Seminary, and 1 suppose that $40,000 or
$50,000 will be expended on the needed and admirable praject.

TRespecting the Buildings of the Connexion in 1830 it may be just
stated, that the Parsonages of the married Ministers were generally
rented, and furnished %t their own cost,—sometimes of frame, but
mostly of logs ; and not always those to themselves : perhaps the
Parsonage was little more than one corner of a shanty, and the
master seldom in it, but away on his “round;” and as to the wifeless
Preachers, their homes were generally for a night on straw where-
ever their peregrinations brought them. The Churches were now
and then frame, but often log school-houses, log one-room dwell-
ings, and log-barns, occasionally a much-talked-of “ Mecting-house!”?
In 18606 there is a striking change, and ycarly the new edifices of
Methodism employ a large number of artisans in every part of the
country, and thousands of pounrds are expended by a people who
take pleasure in the walls of Zion. Connexional, (and probably,
furnished) frame or brick Parsonages are common ; and large and
tasteful frame, brick, and stone model-dced Wesleyan Churches
give beauty and blessing to city, town, and settlement ; dedica-
tions are frequent ; and in all these temples praise waiteth for
God, and the songs are of Pentecost.

Here are results, without the aid of secular motives, or coercive
means ; for Methodism is a spiritual power antagonistic to men’s
love of tlic world. This is the success, while there has been a con-
stant influx of Papists and Pricsts from Europe; many Churches
have come, and done their best for themselves, when the Methodist
had smoothed down ruggedness; Puseyites have plotted against
Methodism ; some Churches have been shy; and others have been
busy at insidious proselytism, to damage the Wesleyan Church.
Here is position,~~won by the wisdom of the Conference, and the
pens of her more eminent members,—chiefly one, which, after many
a thrilling column and pamphlet, has not lost its Macaulay poetry,
pungency, and power. The Conference has achieved honours,
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rights, and privileges, and the bigoted partizans, and runaways
of the past, who live, know that there is, after all their onsets
and faithlessness, a Wesleyan Methodist Church to-day, the
main bulwark of Protestantism, liberty, loyality, and patriot-
ism in Canada. Iere is wnity,—the Wesleyans of Bastein and
‘Western Canada, of the Hudson’s Bay Territory, and British Co-
lumbia, in cordial fellowship and labour, in connexion with the
beloved Parent British Wesleyan Conference. Here is extent.
After several circumstantial changes in thirty years, Providence
has made Methodism a mighty and indispensable agency and insti-
tution to Canada,—the arca of Wesleyan activities so enlarged,
the proceedings of the Conference so eflfectual, the ministry so in-
creased, demands for additional preachers so ceascless, and the
membership and congregations so spread, it is now felt by many
that where there is one, there should be three or more Conferences,
in a magnificent British country, where Vicroris’s benign and un-
sullied sceptre is yearly augmenting the number and happiness of
a grateful population.

My comparisons have had to do with the Miuutes of 1830 of ten
scanty pages, and the Minutes of 1860 of 180 full pages. Whefice
these differences? 'Whence this advancement ? The answer is,—-
The Wesleyans have deemed their Bible and the Spirit of Holiness
indispensable, and their Doctrines, Means, Itinerancy, Discipline,
and standard Literature fundamental. The Presidency of the
Conference, the Co-Delegacy, the Gencral Superintendency of
the Missions, and the Chairmanship of Districts, have been,
and are, sclect causcs of our ccclesiastical and spiritual diffu-
sion. The Wesleyans have been a hearty, praying, benevolent
People. The Pcople have had a scriptural, intelligent, acute,
laborious, sclf-sacrificing, faithful, believing Pastorate. The dying
testimonies of venerable, heroic Pioneers have animated the Church.
Camp and Special Meetings have remarkably maintained the
primitive power aud purity of Canadian Wesleyan Methodism.
The forest, the shore, the mountain, and the prairie have been glad
for the Saviour. God be praised! The Ministerial and Lay ele-
ments are harmonious. 0ld Methodism—not innovation—is of
paramount importance to all, and vigilant watchings for daily pro-
vidental indications. The special call of the Methodists is not
revoked. Affectionate union with, and the example, representa-
tives, addresses, appointments, and aid, of British Methodism, have
immensely conduced to give eur work symmetry, security, exten
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sion, and durability. This is the instrumentality—this the agency
both sccondary; and unsaved home and foreign multitudes still
require Wesleyan fidelity, charity, and outgoings.

The propelling power of the Wesleyan machinery has been Divine.
The universal triths preached, Christ crucified, pardon, sanctifica-
tion, and devotedness. The light shining in darkness and perplexi-
ty has been Baxter’s celestial light. The impulse in toil, travels,
trials, conflicts, and contumely, has been the Spirit of God, sus-
taining the soul, directing Conference deliberations, selecting
labourers, prompting, answering prayer, gathering congregations,
subduing and saving crowds of sinners, and creating christian
societies, and evangelical establishments, every where ; and to
the Father, the Son, and the Spirit be perpetual thanksgivings!

What is the guarantee for the future?  Simply, fuith’s persistence
in considering practically, always, and universally essential, the
old Doctrines, the old Means, the old Polity, the old Itinerancy, the
old Heroism, the 6ld Standard Theology, Hymns, Biography, and
other Works of Wesleyism,—these ever with supreme love to Christ,
unselfish benevolence and zeal, and implicit obedience to the Spirit
and to Providence. Then, with the marvellous contrasts of 1860
inspiring hope, it will be still more inspiring to anticipate 1890,
with its accumulated Connexional conirasts and congratulations,
and Grace magnified !

The hierarchies of Heaven have not learned all their lessons yet
from the Church of God upon the carth, nor sung their best anthems
to Curisr. The faithful Servants of God, however ecclesiastically
denominated among men in their own seperate, important spheres
of labnur, feel this, and each says,—*“Unto me, who am less than
the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make
all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things
by Jesus Clrist: to the intent that now unto the principalities
and powers in heavenly places might be known by the Church the
manifold wisdom of God.”

Thig done by Wesleyan Labourers, and the profound, and weli-
nigh prophetic, declaration of Wesrey's death-bed is prolonged, and
wherever the distinguished spirit of Wesleyan propagandism pre-
vails—whether on the dreary frontiers of white scttlement, or
among far-off pagan red tribes-—it shall be said with assurance and
gratitude, “ THE BEST OF ALL Is, Gop 13 wrtH Us”|

Toronto, May 1st, 1861,
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LORD JOHN RUSSELL.

Lord John Russell is worthy of being called an English Nobleman.
From the distinguished height to which his family has elevated him, he
comes down to the level of the common people in his addresses before Me~
chanics’ Institutes, Young Men's Christian Assceiations, and various
other enterprizes for the good of the people. His abilities and virtues as
a private gentleman and as a Christian, together with his eminent services
as a distinguished and successful statesman, heve shed a lustre and a halo
of glory around the aristocratic house of Bedford. ¢ Junius” made a
strong attack upon the Duke of Bedford ; and he found many vulnerable
points of attack, which he improved to his own advantage and the
great discomfort of the noble Duke and family ; but were * Junius” now
living, and disposed as he formerly was, to puncture and annoy that
ancient and proud family, he would find some diffieulty in discovering v
single vulnerable point of attack in the private or public character of Lord
John Russell. Lord John is the youngest son of the sixth Duke of Bed-
ford, ; he was born in Hertford Street, London, on the 18th day of
August, 0. 8., 1792,"so that he will soon be 69 years of age. His mother
was the daughter of the fourth Viscount of Torrington. The present
Duke of Bedford* is his eldest brother, a man not much known, nor very
much distinguished in any way, only that he hasa title, and the prestige
of aname. Lord John received a liberal education ; indeed this does not
fully express the facts of the case, for he reccived a first class education—
first at Westminster School, where he distinguished himself by his extraor-
dinary progress and attainments, and was proverbially known as the
“ Universal Scholar,” and book-worm. He afterwards attended the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh, where he attended the lectures -of the great Dugald
Stewart, and, at a later period, the legturcs of the no less distinguished
scholar and philosopher, Thomas Brown. He was, at one time, the
youngest member of the House of Commons, having entered in 1813, when
he was only 21 years of age. He first represented the borough of Tavis-
tock, then at the disposal of the Duke of Bedford, bis father, and threw
himself into the opposition ranks, endeavouring to maintain the whig
principles of the family, against the Tiverpeol and Castlereagh Ministry,
He now devoted himself to polities as a business and as a study; and his
honesty and candour,and great abilities, together with his uncommon indus-
try, courage and perseverance, concurred with the advantages of his birth
and education, and his very fortunate matrimonial connections in life, to
give him a promizent place in the House, and very soon. the position of a
leader among the whig party. He sprang into political life at a very oppor--

¢ The last mail brings intelligence of his death.~—~Ebs. -2
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tune period, and he was singularly qualified 2nd constituted to improve every
favouring circumstance, and even thus early in life, to make his mark on
society, and to cause his voice to be heard. The cessation of hostilities
in Europe and the close of the war that had so long agitated the public
mind, and the banishment of Napoleon to a distant desert Island, left the
mind of the nation free to return to the consideration of their own affairs,
and the study of politics which more immediately concerned them. Lord
-John Russell’s parliamentary career was identified with the whig opposi-
tion until the year 1827, when he saw the success of his labour and toil
and study, and the triamph of prineciples iis which he sincerely delighted.
He early devoted himself to the important subject of parliamentary reform,
‘bringing forward measure after measure of public utility; and in this
he was supported by the voice of the nation. The suppression of rotten
boroughs early engaged his attention, for he saw in them a system of cor-
ruption, oppression, and extreme unfairness, while some large commercial
towns and cities were left without a representation. But he labourad in
connection with a noble band of enlightened and liberal-minded statesmen,
such as Henry Brougham, Sir Francis Burdett, Earl Grey, and many
other noble-minded men,—stars of the first magnitude. He manifested
the honesty of his views, and the eonsistency and correctness of his princi-
ples by resigning his seat for the borough of Tavistock, and declining to
represent a borough at all ; for, from 1820 until 1831, he represented Hun-
tingdonshire. In 1826 we find Mr. Canning in the Foreign Secretaryship
in the Liverpool Cabinet, as the successor of Lord Castlereagh, but he
was virtually the head of the Liverpool Government. Canning was an
acute politician, and a shrewd ohserver of public events: he saw that
popular feeling and public opinion were fast gaining ground, and that the
question of reform now before the House, must be eventunally carried.
The minority was fast increasing, and the pressure from without became
stronger every day. Lord John Russell pressed on his measures of reform,
including the enfrar “hisement of commereial ecities, and large manufactur-
ing towns, and the suppression of uvearly all the rotten boroughs. Can-
ning finding that he could only defeat these reform measures by a
comparatively small majority, pronounced them substantially carried.
Canning saw the prudence of stawing a change which he could not now pre-
-vent, and thus prepared the way for further changes, and more important
measures of reform. Lord John Russel was a member of the first Re-
form or Whig Ministry, under the leadership of Earl Grey, who succeed-
-ed the Duke of Wellington in 1830. This Ministry was formed on the
occasion of the death of George IV. and the accession of William IV,
Lord Jobn held the office of Paymaster of the Forces, and although his
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position was humble and subordinate in regard to office, yet his influence
was powerful and his power was great. The new Ministry came into
power by the voice of the nation, hecause the country now urged measures
of reform, and parliamentary reform was called for by the nation at large.
This was a very strong government, and was composed of men of the first
character and of the highest degree of literary and political ability. Lord
Durham, Sir James Graham, and Lord Duncannon, were some of the ccl-
leagues who were to assist him in the great work of parliamentary reform.
But the most important part of the work devolved on Lord John Russell
because he was found adequate to the task. On the 1st of March, 1831,
Lord John introduced into the House of Commons the “Great Reform
Bill,” agrced upon by his colleagues in office, and although some measure
of reform was looked for, and had been expected, yet a bill so comprehen-
sive in its character was not expected, and it took the nation by surprize.
The writer of this article was residing in Scotland at the time this bill
was brought forward, and remembers the universal excitement and joy
that prevailed even in thc land of steady habits and sober thought. The
Bill was received by the great tory party, now forming the opposition for
the first time, with derision—-and, indeed, scorn and contempt, and
was pronounced wholly impracticable. But the enthusiasm of the nation,
aud the universal popularity of the bill, changed their derision into alarm.
The opposition roused all their energies and mustered all their strength
for the contest, for they still regarded close boroughs as an essential part
of the British Constitution. Sir Robert Peel took the lead in the oppo-
sition for the first time; but he lived long enough to take the opposite side
of the political craft. The debates in the House of Commons were unu-
sually warm and animated ; talent and weight of influence were arraigned
on both sides, and after a great deal of violence in debate, and tact and
manceuvring on both sides, the bill passed the second reading by a ma-
jority of only one. This was a triumph to the opposition, and on the
motion for going into committee, the bill was thrown out by a majurity of
eight. The ministry must either vesign, or dissolv : the parliament; and
they adopted the latter alternative. The ministry knew that the nation
was with them; and they appealed to the nation to be heard on the important
question at issue, and the voice of the nation was heard, and decided most
promptly and vigorously in favor of the ministry. Lord John Russell was
returned for the County of Devon ; and when the new Parliament met,
the progress of the hill through the House of Commons, was speedy and
triumphant. The ministry was now strong, and could command a large
majority, yet, it did not last long; for it was soon taken up by internal
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diffcrences and secessions, and was suceeeded by the ministry of Sir
Robert Peel. Sir Robert Peel found that he had undertaken a
most difficult task in forming a tory government, while the nation loudly
called for reform. And in April, 1845, we find that he was foreed to
resign office, and a new whig ministry was formed under the leadership
of Lord Melbourne. Lord John Russell formed a part of the Melbourne
government ; and held the office of Home Sceretary, and with it the dig-
nity of Ministerial Leader in the house of Commons; a position that he
was cminently qualified to occupy. But the times were peculiar, and party
opposition, and party fecling was very strong, both in the House of Com-
mons, and in the country. Sir Robert Peel was called upon to form a
government, and be called around him a number of strong men, but the
pressure from without was such, that even he did not long remain in office
and hold the reins of government, for the rejection of the Irish Coercion
Bill forced him and his colleagues to retire. The government of
Ireland has broken up more thonj one government. The impolicy of en,
deavouring to rule and please a people, while under the dominion and con_
trol of a foreign ecclesiastical power, has been the secret of much trouble,
Tord John Russell was now called to the leadership of the Whig
Ministry, and head office, and managed the affairs of the empire for six
years from July 1845 to March 1852, much to the satisfaction of even op-
posing parties, and very much to the good of the country. When Lord
Paliserston was called to the Premiership, for a more vigorous proseeution
of the eastern war, Lord Johu Russell consented to serve under him as
Colonial Sceietary. Lord John and Lord Palmerston had long been
rivals, although of the same political school and creed, they were now united
for a particular purpose, in the same government, but their union was not
destined ! ng to continue. Lord Palmerston proposed that Lord John
should be British Plenipotentiary at the Vienna Confercnce, appointed
with a view to the conclusion of a peace between Russia and the Allies.
Lord John accepted of the appointment, but the course pursued by his
Lordship at Vienna, and the issue of his negotiations did not give general
satisfaction, and, in June 1855, he resigned his place in the Ministry, and
left his chief, Liord Palmerston, the burden of carrying en the war, or the
respounsibility of concluding it, in a manner that the nation would approve.
Lord John Russell early in life distinguished himself as an author, and
had he devoted himself tv literary pursuits, he would have ranked among
the first of English aristocratic authors. But he was early thrown into
*the arena of political strife, and politics became his study, and thus diverted
his attention from those subjects more of a literary character, and more in
accordance with his literary taste.



REMINISCENCES OF THE PAST. 341

We find that so early as 1819, whelr’l only 27 years of age, and amidst
the toil and drudgery of parliamentary life, he published in quarto a
« Life of William, Lord Russell, with some account of the times in which
be lived. We also find that two yewrs afterwards, he published a very
popular work on the ¢ History of the English Government and Constitution,
from the reign of Henry VIIL to the present time.” This is a work of
great merit, and most favorably spoken of by the critics and reviewers, This
was soon followed by an effort in verse, cutitled ¢ Doz Curlos or Persecu-
tion, a Tragedy in Five Parts,”—this work was published in 1822. It
was exceedingly popular and most favorably received, and passed through
several editions in one year. This work was soon followed by another
but one of a very different character, entitled,” Memoirs of the Affairs of
EBurope from the Peuce of Utrecht.,” In alater period of life he published
another work entitled “A selection from the Correspondence of John,
fourth Duke of Bedford,” and again another work entitled, Memorials
and Correspondence of Charles James Fox.” Heis 2 man of uncommon
industry and great versatility of talent; he has served his country
faithfully ; has maintained a spotless character, and pursued a consis-
tent career through a long, public life. It is said he is soon to be raised
to the Peerage, and he is worthy of the distinetion and promotion. Me
is an honor to the British Nation. Yoo,

REMINISCENCES OF THE PAST.

In the summer of 1841, after a residence of three years on the
north shore of Lake Superior, which at that time was much further
removed from the civilized world than it now is, I started on a
visit to the Indians of Lake Nipegon. This lake, which is some 70
wmiles long and 40 broad, lies north-west of Lalke Superior, ncar the
height of land. The whole region is rocky, mountainous, and bar-
ren in the extreme. At that lime there were about 300 Indians
trading at o post established at that place. A missionary had
never been in that region I had intimated an intention of paying
them a visit, and some how or other it soon reaclhied them, and a
message came back in return, that if I did so they would not allow
me to land, but would upset my canoe, give me a ducking, and
compel me to return, As there was no mention of tomahawks or
scalping knives, I did not consider this message very hostile. Two
young men belonging to that tribe hud been away on business for
the Company, and were retwrning in a small bark canoe, so I
arranged to go with them. Starting from the Pic Station, which is
200 miles from the Sault, we coasted along the shore of the open
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lake for a day and a half. This shove is bleak, bare rock, in many
places precipitous. We then entered a channel formed by a chain
of large islands. On the fourth day we arrived at the mouth of
Nipegon river. Iere on the cast is a large range of basaltic cliffs,
perhaps 200 fect or more perpendicular. Under this there is a
stratified deposit of red marble, dipping to the south-west, and
inclined to the horizon at an angle of 10 degrecs. At the stage of
geological knowledge I had at that time attained, these formations
were a great mystery to me, simply because I then considered the
wrong onc uppermost. This river is famous for the largest speckled
trout I have ever scen, some weighing 8 and 10 Ibs. This journey
was made in August, and all along the shore the huckleberries, or
whortleberries, were in such abundance that we had a full supply.
Every camp we passed was ready for {riendship or barter, to bring
out their stores. We made our way up the river for a day and a
half, making six portages, and at evening arrived at the entrance
of Lake Nipegon. Herc we met with a family belonging to the
place, and at the mecting of my men with this man, who were old
acquaintances, many questions were asked. Not knowing but the
man might be hostile, I did not make myself known to him. We
were still 40 miles from the Fort, and as my men had been long
absent, they were anxious to learn the news from their own village.
So the first question after the salutations were over was, “ Who is
at the Fort 7 Is Mishimukwu—the great bear—at home 77 “Yes.”
“Is Okimauwikumik—the chief’s house—at home 7 “Yes.” “Is
Wentigo—cannibal—at home.” ‘Yes.” At the mention of these
odd names I turned partly around to prevent his secing me smile,
but le caught me nevertheless; and to show me he cumprehended
the cause, he said, ironically, ‘ This is a terrible place you have
come to 1” Thesimple fact of his seeing some wrinkles on the side of
my face t¢ d him I understood the language, and from this he infer-
red who I was. His heart seemed to open immediately, and we
shook bands and chatted as though we had Leen the best friends in
the world. He went to his camp and brought me a bark of berries,
of near one-half bushel, and placed them before me.  On this and
many other occasions I found the language a great key to open
men’s hearts.

The following day we arrived at the Fort, and found the Head
Chicf—Grear Bear—at home, and not so formidable a being after
all.  In this name there is an allusion to a mythological being as
large as a small mountain, in regard to which there are many won-
derful traditions.

Notwithstanding their threats they received me kindly, and I
found them ready to listen to the word of truth. I found them
much superior in intelligence to the north shore Indians, and this I
accounted for from the fact that they had intercourse with the Lac
L.a Pluie Indians and others, sufficiently near the Sioux couatry,
and the stirving events of border warfare to stir the stagnant pool
of thought that for long ages has remained unruffled, farther to the
north and east. The Hudson Bay gentlemen at the place received
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me cordially, gave me a house, a little on one side, for convenience
in receiving the Indians. I, however, messed with them.

Here, all day long, the Indians came to hear the news and ask
questions, and were eager to learn to read their own language.
Wamily fends are common among this tribe, and human life is little
set by. The Head Chief one day said to me, *“ My nephew offended
me very much by killing my dog, and I would have killed him only
that I remembered that I killed his father long ago” One day the
trader poiuted out a youngish man, and s2id, “ That man killed one
of his wives last winter. He had two, and as they did not agree,
he was tired of their jars, and onc evening as he came home from
his hunting, one complained of the other, and he drew his tomahawk
and knocked her on the head and threw her out in the snow, and
there left her all night. The next morning being in want of fresh
meat to bait his traps, he cut some from his m wdered wife, with
which he took his furs.” These furs have since probably adorned
some fair one in Gospel lands. One day I heard that there was an
arrival of a part of the band I had not seen before. I went to meet
them, and found their leader, or chief, a very patriarchal old man,
bent with age, with long white locks. I approached him and offer-
ed him my hand, but he refused to shake hands with me. This
was so extraordinary that I was at a loss to account forit. The
first thought was that it indicated hostility. I said, ¢ Grandfather,
let us be friends ! at the same time offering him my hand. This I
did several times, but he still refused, and put his hand in his
bosom. Finally, he took it out, and passing one hand over the
other, said, * My hand is bloody !” I saw no blood, however, and
the idea of crime flashed across my mind. I sat down on some
billets of firewood, and talked with the old man from a little after
dinner to near evening. I was deeply interested, and explained to
the old man the leading truths of Christianity, especially dwelling
on the point that there was pardon for sinners. Idid not expect
to see the old man again in this world, and so tried to do my duty.
When I attempted to rise, I found I had sat so long that it was
with rauch effort 1 could straighten myself again. This old man’s
son was the spokesman for the tribe, and was quite intelligent for
one in such circumstances. He was one of my most constant visi-
tors, and was making good progress in reading and Christian
knowledge. The next day, as usual, he was with me, and after-
reading and talking for a time he stopped short and said to me,
“Do you know why my father would not shake hands with you
yesterday 7 I replied, “I do not regard it, or think ill of him for
1t.” «But do you know why he refused ?” I said plainly, “ No, I
do not know;” but at the same time I had my opiuion. * Well, it
was because he has been moozhulenishiwcapun—a perpetual murderer
—and knowing you were a Great Spirit’s man, and had come with
His words, out of reverence to you he wonld not give you a bloody
hand.” The old man had’ left us in the morning, and the next day
word came that he died very suddenly the night after he left. I
felt the hand of God was in it ; but on searching I could not see
but I had done all my duty to him.
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Visiting a camp onc day I had a long talk with the man. In the
meantime I observed scars on his limbs, that appeared like bullet
warks, and his daughter, about twelve years of age, had a scar on
her shoulder, and in the breast before. The man saw my attention
was drawn to thesé marks, and he cxplained that in passing up a
small stream with his family, just as he turned a short bend in the
stream, he was fived upon; the ball passed through the chest of his
daughter, and struck his hand as he held the paddle, and grazed his
arm up to his elbow. He turned his canoe as soon as possible, but
another shot passed throngh both his legs above the knees. In ad-
dition to this there was a liberal spattering of buckshot over their
persons. They all survived, however. 1 was told that some of
these people think they are not wmen until they have committed
murder.

During my stay of about three wecks the prospects scemed hope-
ful. 'We had, however, no decided converts. One evening I was
walking with the trader, enjoying the cool of the evening, when a
young man came up and asked me if they might have a heathen
dance, called Mita. 1 was surprised at this question, because none
of them had made a profession of Christianity. I could not sanc-
tion it, and then I had no authority to forbid them. I was going
on to explain that the medicines that were good were not made
better by the mitu; but this he would not admit, saying that with-
out the song and the drum any medicine was possessed of no more
virtue than rotten wood. * Well,” said he, I suppose we are not
altogether Christians yet,”” and concluded they would have one more
dance. I had no idea that they had become so favourably inclined.

The following ycar I paid them another visit and found my
friend Mishimulwn at home, but he received me coldly. After a
little he told me frankly the reason of his change of views. Said
ke, ¢ When you came here last summer, we made up our minds to
be Christians, and so threw away all our medicines and incanta-
tions, but when we went to our winter's hunting we had great
afllictions. The game all died, and many of our people were taken
sick and died. I had thrown away all my medicines, and felt the
greatest reluctance to take them again; 1did violence to my feel-
ings in doing so, but I could not endure to see my children die, so
I resorted to my old ways again; and you have brought all this
evil upon us in your visit to us last summer.”  His belief was that
1 had so much supernatural power, that like a malaria it had spread
all over the country for hundreds of miles, and had destroyed all
the animals, and caused a pestilence among themselves, This was
a grave charge, and how to remove the impression from his mind,
I could not see. To simply deny the possesion of the vast super-
natural powers attributed to me was of no use, for he was firmly
persuaded to the contrary. I listened with all gravity, and ponder-
ed the subject in my mind, not knowing but he might feel called
upon to make retaliation for the grave crime with which he charged
me. Something must be done immediately, and I could only argue
with him from lis own stand point,or from his own admitted premises.
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At length an idea occurred to me which I thought would meet the case;
so with all the gravity I conld command, I asked, “ Did your fish dic as
well as the animals 2 ¢ Oh, no,” said he, « we had great plenty ol fish;
more than usual; and only for them we would have died.” T replied,
“ Well, you know that in my journey here T came all the way by water, I
searcely touched the Jand at all.” At this point of the argument he
laughed outright. Al his objcctions vanished, and we were as good
friends as before. The matter-of-fact Anglo-Saxon, who is unacquainted
with Indian mythology, will not comprehend the above. The wild Indian
kuows but little of the laws of nature, or rather ignores them. To him
the world is full of the supernatural. I was charaed with the exercise of
vast supernatural powers, for purposes of destruction, and nothing could
disabuse his mind of this belicf. Secing it of no wuse, I did not try to
combat it, but arzued from his own principles, that if I had these powers
they would have been exerted on the water, on which I had made my
journey, and not on the land, aud the fact of' there being move fish than
usnal, showed that my supernatural power was exercised beneficiently, and
not maliciously as he had charged me. In common parlance, he insisted
that I was a great wizard or witeh, and would believe nothing else. In
reply, the substance of my argument was, that admitting T was a witeh at
all, I was a water-witeh and not a land-witeh; and thatas there was such
a great abundance of fish after my former visit, it must be I was a good,
and not a bad witch. This was a course of argument that could not be
relied on permanently, and that extreme necessity alone could justify; and
before another occasion of the like kind should come up I'saw the necessity
for imparting instruction on these matters. There wag, however, not so
mnuch danger of violence as the gravity of the charges against e might
lead us to suppose; for if he really supposed I possessed the pewers attri-
buted to me, they were as available for my own protection as for their de-
struction ; so that thus far, this superstition carried its own antidote with
it. On one occasion, some twenty-five years ago, a young woman died at
the Mission where I was residing. A pagan, and a conjurer, being there
at the time, boasted publicly that he had killed her. I was surprised at
his thus voluntarily assuming the guilt of a murderer, and exposing him-
self to the danger of punishment. I had sericus apprehensions that the
fricnds of the deceased would take him at his word, but they scemed to
take no notice of him at all; for if he had such powers they would create
as much fear and dread as a desire for revenge. No one, however, put
much faith in his professions, his sole object seoms to have been to gain
credit for a great medicine man.

I remained about three weeks at this place, busy every day from morn-
ing till vight, in conversation, visiting and teaching. About half a mile
from the fort there is a high basaltic cliff, to which I used to go daily for
excreise.  From the top of this cliff the view was very extensive, mingling
the grand and the sublime, and a touch of the terrific and beautiful.
Around me was a lake of very irregular form, 70 miles long and 40 broad,
but with many large islands, so that the whole Jake was cut into channels
of no great breadth. In scarcely any part of this lake can you get very
far from land, and at the same time in no part of it can you get where
you can sce Jand all round you. In one direction or another you will
have a watery horizon. Here and there the mountains are bare and black,and
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in many places high basaltie cliffs arise, some of them out of the water, and
tower high, to which the French voyageurs have given the name of baru.”
My favorite resort was somewhat difficult of ascent,.and was only three
or four rods broad on the top. Right on the brow of this cliff lay a large
granite boulder weizhing several tons. One day a number of boys having
accompanied me, we tock it into our heads to roll it down. I called to
mind all the seraps of poetry I had memorised in my school-boy days, about
tugsing a big stone up the hill, or tearing it from the brow of the
mountain. It would have been impossible for us to move it on level
ground, bat I saw a little more would give it a start; so we cut many
levers of white birch, and after long tngging we got it on the balanee,—
After ascertaining that all was clear below, we let it go. It cut a clean
path through the small trees or brushwood of the mountain, and went
thundering far down on the level land below. It was early antumn while
T remained there, and one warm fine day, the wind being strong from the
south-west, we saw a smoke arising at the distance of about twelve miles.
This circumstance would create but small interest in ordinary cases; but
for us it was an objeet of deep solicitude, for the column of smoke which
was that very moment growing larger, denser and blacker, was by the
wind driven right over us. That whole region is covered with moss on the
ground, with a good deal on the trees, as most of the trees are of the gum-
my or resinous kind. The gum or pitch, and the moss, are fuel for the
flames, and in dry scasons it is not uncommon for large distriets to be
entirely burnt. In our case the fire came on at a fearful rate, and in the
course of two hours was within four or five miles of us. The burnt leaves of
the evergreen trees fell in blackened hail, and T saw a small piece of birch
bark that had been borne four or five miles by the wind, fall and ignite
some dry materials nearme.  Every tub, bucket, kettle, and pail, was filled
with water, and men wera cn the house tops. We all, however, kept a
200d look ovrt towards the eanoes. intending to take to the waterin the last
extremity. But the wind veered a little to the westward, and drove the
flame out to the lake above us. It was night hefore the flame died away,
and I had fair view of it as it enveloped a whole mountain side, on the last
promontory jutting out into the lake. I havescen great firesin citics,
and the prairies burning under all circumstances. At night when the
wheale horizon is lit up the prairies in flames, it looks like a sea on fire. But
neither city nor prairicshowed the terrific grandeurand wrath of our north-
ern forest in flames. The comparisons ever present to my mind on that day
were, a world in flames, and the bottomless pit.  The roar and smoke were
too much to admit the nerves to remain quict.  On one occasion, during
a conflagration, some of the Hudson Bay traders were travellingin a birch
bark canoe, in a river of no great breadth. One of these periodic fires
swept over the country, and came upon them, so that there was no retreat
cither way, and the only resource left was to find a shallow place in the
stream, invert their canoc over their heads, while they were entirely sub-
merged, all but their heads, and wait for the flames to pass.  When they
ventured to emerge, they found their canoe scorched. A river or lake of
half'a mile in breadth opposcs no seeure barrier to these firess  Another
concomitant of these fires is, that they create such a rush of air to the
burning region, as sends a strong current upward, bearing the flaming
perticles high over head, to descend in a shower of fire far around.
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EXPCSITION OF 1 PETER, IIl. 18.—IV. 6.
By Joux S. Evaxs.
(Concluded.)

Returning to the parenthesis, we are informed that the ordinance of
baptizm has an import in relation to the baptized also. It is not for the
purpose of producing a physical effect on the body, “not the washing
away the filth of the flesh,”” but the (ewepwryun, which literally means
‘ question, requesi, requirement,’””) requirement of a good conscience
toward God. Baplism lays the baptized under obligation 10 maimain
the good conscience of which he had previously spoken, even in the
circumstances previously mentioned, v. 15, 16.

The truth which Christ scaled with his own mariyred bleod, and de-
livered unto us, must be believed, and publicly professed, and patlicly
defended, with suflicient reasons and in a proper spirit, before every
man, no matter how perverse, who asks a reason of the hope that is in
us. And he publicly exhibited in it fruits of personal piety, christian
usefulness, and devotedness to God.  And all must be done so frankly,
unreservedly, contisiently, and fearlessly as to maintain a good cousci-
ence towards God. For it is his Jaw and ordinance and not our vow
that imposes the obligation upon uws. The apostle is nct nere speaking
of baptism as a ¢ign of a present act of profession before friends, but of
it as a requirement of a constant life-long profession in future, even
before enemies, even at the cost of life. It is admivi-tered, not as an
acknowledg>ment of our having made a truthful statement of our hopes
before the children of God, but as a requircment of censcientious obedi-
ence 10 our bounden duty, to make such a defence Lefore even the chil-
dren of the wicked one, though vested with * authorities and powers,”
and headed by fallen *angels” as the grand inquisitors-general. In
short, bapiism into Christ’s death as a martyr, is a requiremsnt to part
with Jife rather than with a good conscience, to have a gosd conscience,
whatever it may cost, or to whatever it may expose.

Now we shall find express confirmaticn of the correctness of this
exposition, in the exhortation which the aspostle himself bases on what
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he had been staiing. This exhortation is given in ths next verses
which have beea injudiciously separated from the third chapter, but
which, obviously, are most intimately related to those which immediately
precede them. .

** Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffiered in the flesh, arm yourselves
likewise with the same mind, &c. We have here an evident allusion
to those sufferings of Chuist, of which he had been speaking. And
those, we saw, were not the sufferings which he endured as an atone-
ment in our stead, but those which he endured as a martyr, and as
our example. And as “all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.” 2 Tim, 3, 12; he calls on them to arm themselves
with the same mind, which empowered Jesus to endare * The contra-
diction of sinners against himself,”” and to come off more than canqueror.
Arm yourselves with the same spirit of religious liberty that does not
choose in matters of conscicnce to be “the servants of men;” with a
hieroic courage that will refuse to yield to the lusts of fellow-men, that
allegiance thatis due only to the will of God ; with that enduring firm-
ness that will not shrink from the vengeance of those who would en-
force dominion over our faith and conscience, by punishing our bodies.

¢ For he that hath suffered in the flesh bath ceased from sin.”” Ob.
serving the conneetion of thought, we at once understand the reference
to be not to mere comuion afilictions, but te the persecutions of chris-
tians as such. It is only the man who can endure these rather than sin,
that can cease from sin. The man that can suffer all things, lest he
should hinder the Gospel of Christ; that can “resist even unto blood-
striving against sin,” can ccase from sin. And such is the only one
that can do so, in such a world as our’s. Armed with the mind with
which Jesus passed threugh sufferings, a renewed man can cease to sin.
And with this heroic deci<ion even a renewed man must be armed in
order that he may be able 1o cease from sin.

“‘That he no louger should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God.” He cannot live to both at the
same time, for God and the world severally claim the undivided hear,
and the undiminished service. To choose to work the will of the Gen-
tiles would be to “ walk in the lasciviousness, lusts, excess of wine,
revellings, banquettings, and abominable idolatries.”  And surely * the
1ime past should more than suffice” *to mistake licentious indulgence
for true happiness, and abominable idolatries, for true religion,” and to
submit to the dictation of those infatuated men who think it strange
that you do not run with them, * 1o the same excess of riot, speaking
speaking evil of you.” Besides to work the will of the Gentiles would
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be to obey those who are not indepcudent law-givers, who, on 1he con-
trary will themselves be summoned *“to give accouat to him that is
ready to judge the quick and the dead.”” And as their will canrot be the
rule of judgment, it ought not to be the rule of action. But ihe will of
God is invested with supreme and rightful authority to command and to
judge, and is that therefore by which our lives should be governed, and
by which all the impious legislation and tyranny of the whole ungodty
world could not justify us in disobeying.

* For this cause was the Gospel prcached, also to them that are dead,
that they might be judged according 1o men in the fleshy Lut live accord-
ing to God in the spiri.”

Who are the dead? They were persons who, at the time, were in
the flesh, and who in the flesh might be judged by men. Ience they
were not those who had departed this life; they were not disembodicd
spirits at the time. They were persons who might live according to
God in the spirit, therefore they were not the spiritually dead, the mor-
ally depraved. As the still contirued connection of thought determines,
they were those who had been * haptized in'o Christ’s death’ as a mar.
tyr, who had been ¢ buried with him by baptism unto death,”” who were
“ crucified with him,” «cruvcificd with the woild,” who, in the dis-
charge of duty, ¢stand in jeopardy every hour,” ready to * die dailv,”
who aie alway delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” Ro. vi. 8, 43
Ga. vi. 14; 4 Cor. xv. 31 ; 2 Cor.iv. 11,

Aud the dead, 7. e, those that were baptized into death have had
«the gospel preached” to them, in such a manner, 2s 1o recommend
and inforce the import of baptis, that its design may be realizod in
thitir subsequem life.

¢ That they might be judged according to men in the flesh”” The
verb rendered ¢ may be judged® is in the subjuneiive mood, and ac-
cordingly denotes that what is affirmed of the verb is offirmed as
“objectively possible (its reality depending on external circumstances.)’”
Winer. The circumstances in which those who have no feliowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove ihem, are
placed, such as to make possible tiials on almost certain and consiant
reality. Hear the ploitings of the wicked against the just, as recorded
in onc of the books of the Apocrypha. ¢ Let us lie in wait for the
righteous for be is not for our turn, and he is clean contrary to our
doings. He upbraidath us with our offending the law, and objecieth o
our infaney the transgressings of our education.” ¢ Let us examine
him with despitcfulness and torture, that we may krow his meekness
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and prove his patience.” Wisdom, 2 ch. 12, 19. Thus ungodly men
judge or try the godly by torturing them in the flesh. And the godly
endure those trials, determined that they shall not be prevented from
serving God in the spirit at least. "When Paul and Silas were beaten,
by order of the magistrates of Phillippi, their many stripes, their position
in the inner prison, and their feet made fast in the stocks did not pre-
vent them from praying and singing praises to God even at midnight.
‘I'hough then prevented from serving God in the flesh, they were not
then prevented from serving God in the spirit. All the cunning and
power, and wrath, of men or devils, can do no more than gain dominion
over the flesh of the Christian, they cannot interrupt the service of God
in the spirit. And that the service of God mnay never be discontinued,
they were by baptism placed under the oblization, and by the Gospel
taught to worship and glorify God continually, notwithstanding the op-
posing efforts of all 1he persecuting powers of earth and hell. And to
feel * persunded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities nor powers, ner things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the
love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”” Rom. viii. 88, 89.
Thus the whole of the portion above reviewed refers to Christians
under persecution. In this connection the apostle most appropriately
introduces the subject of baptism ; because ¢ as many as were baptized
were baptized into the death of Christ as 2 martyr. And having him
for an example, they were bound, as he exhorts them, to arm themselves
with the same mind, that they may be able faithfully and continually
to serve the will of God, notwithstanding the dictates, and threatnings,
and persecuting power of the will of the Gentiles. Every human “do-
mination ends where that of conscience begins.”” And conscience
gives sole regard to the supreme will of God. Baptism embodies this
principle ; henee Ieter exhorted as he did, and hence Paul reprovingly
said to the Colossians, who had been buried with Christ in baptism:
« Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world,
why as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,”
— ¢ after the commandments and doctrines of men.” Col. ii. 12, 20.
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“OH, I"S HARD TO DIE FRAE HAME.”

BY NORMAN MACLEOD, D.D,

The evening sun is shining noo
On bonnie Lochanside,

And to the byre are creeping doon
The kye, my mither's pride

The weans are sporting on the green,
I sce things just the same

As if amang them a’ mysel’—
Oh, it's hard to dic frac hame!

I see the house--the loch—the burn—
The boat lying on the shore;
My faither working in the yard,
My mither round the door ;
The cradle rocking by the fire,
That burns a bleczing flame,
And Jeanie singing to the bairn,
O, it's hard to die frac hame!

To keep my faither in his craft
I left to win a fee,
And many a tear it cost us baith,
For I was young and wee;
T'm feared he'll break his tender heart,
And think he was to blame;
Gin I could only grip his han’,—
Oh, it’s hard to die frac hame!

My ain dear mither little kens
Her Mary is sae ill,

For 'tween us there’s a weary gate,
0’ stormy sea and hill;

And will I never sce her face,
Or hear her speak my name,

Or clasp my arms aboot her neck—
Oh, it's hard to dic frac hame!

I thank ye &’ beside me here
For the love ye've shown to me,

Ye've gi'en me meat, ye've gi‘en me clacs,
And gi’en a gentle fec ;

To think o't maks my heart grow grit,
And maks me feel like shame;

But yet—forgie :ne if I say't—
Oh, it's hard to die frae hame!

And when ye write to tell our folk
How Mary gae’d awa’,

Be sure ye tell them how I thocht
And spoke about them &’;

And tell them, too, I gae'd in peace,
Because I kent the Naue

O’ a Father and a Brother dear,—
Fareweel} I'm noo gaun hamel
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Tuovaurs oX PREACHING, BEING CON-
Trisutions to HomiLkrics, ny JAMES
W. Anexasper, D, D.—New York,
Charles Scribner.

This is onc of the most valuable
contributions to homiletic literature,
ever issued from the American press.
The style is simple and attractive—
ihe suggestions valuable and practical
—and the tone of the whole work,
cetholic and spiritual. There is here
no system of rules laid down, to which
all are expected to confirm ; no finely
spun theories of unattainable excel-
Ience, but every page of the work
gives evidence that it is the produc-
tion of & liberal and cultivated mind,
earnestly cngaged in the work of the
Christian ministry, and profoundly
impressed with the grandeur wnd re-
sponsibility of that work,in its relation
to the welfare of iminortal souls. We
unhesitatingly commend this volume
to young ministers generally, as a
work thatgcannot be carcfully read,
without cxerting a highly beneficial
influence on their future uscfulness,
in the great work of leading sinners
to the knowledge of God their Saviour.

Prysicar Grograpuy ofF THE Sea ; by
Licut. Maury, U. 8. N.

This is a highly interesting and in-
structive work, on a camparatively
new branch of physical science, Until
very recently this vast field of enquiry
was left almost wholly unexplored.

A regular system of nautical obser-
vations, chiefly established by the in-
domitable energy of Licut. Maury, has
evolved results of the deepest interest,
not only toallthose “whogo down to
the sca in ships,” but to all who can
receive pleasure, in contemplating
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iferary Bebieh wnd Record.

marvellous exhibitions of creative
wisdom, power, and goodness.

The causcs and effects of the gulf
strcam, and other ocean currents
—the changes that result from the
saltness of the ocean—the regular-
ity of the winds in their circuits,
and the essential place they occupy
as agents, in rendering this world
tenantable by man—the circumstan-
ces that modify and determine cli-
mates—the results of the deep sca
soundings in unveiling the scerets of
the great deep, with all their cognate
questions, are here brought before us,
not with the shy polixity which gen-
erally characterizes purely scientific
works, but with the fascination of ge-
nius, and the devout fervour of onc
who warks with undisguised delight,
the wonderful handiwork of God. Al-
though this work has grown out of
© Maury's Sailing Directions,” a work
intended chiefly for practical sailors,
yet perhaps this treatise derives its
highest value and interest from the
manner in which it lays bare the vast
and intricate mechanism of the uni-
verse, and the unquestionable evi-
dences it presents, of the existence of
intclligent design, in the arrangement
and combination of the mysterious
ageneies, by which the Divine pur-
poses are accomplished. 1Itisan un-
answerable argumentagainst atheism.
This boolk takes its reader up into the
workshops of the Almighty, unfolding
the most astonishing adaptation of
means to the sublime ends of creation.
We lay down this volume feeling that
in a more emphatic sense than we
had previously conceived, “EvEN THE
WINDS AND THE SEAS oBEY Him.”
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THE GERMAN WORK.

Notwithstanding the financial pressure of the times, and conse-
quent debt, and the support and enlargement of the other Depart-
ments of our Missionary Society, a good appropriation was made
to give the truths and privileges of Christianity to persons speak-
ing the German language, and the Committee, because of the Divine
sanction, is not disappointed in its expectations of immediate suc
cess in this new Wesleyan Department.

There is, in different parts of Canada, a pretty large number of
Germans, Poles, and Jews, a few of whom are piously disposed; a
nunber, even of the emigrants from the land of Luther, are ration-
alists, so-called; not a few are Papists, and too many skeptics; su
that with some there must be a removal of old anti-evangelical
foundations, before there can be a christian structure; with these
and others there must be a change from impenitency to holiness;
and where there are the remains of piety, there needs to be renewal
and renovation. There are forbidding obstacles: both moral and
social, but a simple and Divinely-applied Gospel ig already abolish-
ing bigotry, unbelief, and sin.

Some of the encouraging proceedings of our first German Mis-
sionary, the Bev. Dr. Freshman, have appeared ; he is fully occu-
pied with his pulpit and domiciliary duties at Hamilton, necessary
visits 1o distant German settlements, and effective assistance at
Missionary and other meetings. His ready compliance, in his new
position, with Wesleyan regulations, has greatly facilitated his use-
fulness, and his exclusive aim to spread “the truth as it is in Jesus,”
has cheered and expanded his own well-informed mind, and sub-
served the cause of an experimental, joyous spirituality, in dwell-
ing, church, and class-room.

Since Dr. Freshman’s fall visit to the destitute Germans and
Poles on the Upper Ottawa, an auspicious Providence has given
existence to circumstances causing hope and effort, and the Ottawa
and Pentiac Wesleyan Districts have set an example of sympathy
and liberality, which God will take care shall redound in spiritual
and social blessings to those who make the spiritnal exigencies of
others their concern.

B3-3
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Shortly after that visit the practicability of employing a German
‘Missionary was suggested, on the Ottawa, but the funds were too
low. The Chairman of the Montreal District, the Rev. I. B. How~
ard, afterward thinks he has found a suitable man to do the Ger-
man work, if means are obtainable, and writes to the Chairman of
the Ottawa District, the Rev. John Carroll. He promptly lays the
tletter befove his officials in the city of Ottawa, and they were very

“friendly to’the project, and devised uscful things. To be still more
fortified-with the good opinion and help of others, he made the matter
a pleasant Missionary episode even in the College Convention, and
therc obtained hearty pledges in behalf of the Cireuits for the sus-
tenance of a German labourer on the Ottawa. Thesc zealous and
voluntary preliminary doings were then laid before the General
* Superintendent of Missions, and he, much gratified, could not with-
-hold his consent to the needed labourer, when, in addition to the
pledges given, Mr. Carroll said, ¢ We soon had, from a part of the
Circuits, more than a hundred dollars promised, which, with what
we cxpect besides, will abundantly pay his half-year’s salary”
The Rev. William Morton, Chairman of the adjoining Pontiac Dis-
trict, cordially concurred and aided in these preliminaries; indeed,
-this new Mission has much to do in its origin with his statements
sand suggestions on the subject, the necessitous Germans being
-chiefly on his District ; and to the energetic, simultaneous co-opera-
tion of the three respected Chairmen, and numerous well-wishers,
-this Mission owes its existence ; and continued local liberality for
-it will make it a great blessing.

Mr. Karl Schmidt is the new Missionary, a young man, of goed
-health, pious spirit, studious habits, having a practical acquaint-
-ance with the English, German, and French languages. Mr. Car-
roll says his field vof labour is, “ Portage-Du-Fort, Pembroke,
Alice, Renfrew, Eganville, and, it may be, Tudor, on the Hastings
Road” Mr. Morton thus writes of his new helper and his people :
“ Of course there is a great variety of character among the Ger.
mans; but generally there is a great anxiety in hearing the Word
of Life. He visited a settlement a few days ago, where the neople
had been praying to God to send some one to preach the words of life
to them, and they received him as sent in answer to prayer. They
were pious, and when he explained to them Methodism, they said it
suited their views, and they wouid become members, and proposed
setting apart land for church and burial gronnd. We are calling
for volunteers to support this Mission—a good deal -of heartiness
is manifest.” :
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We insert a short Letter from Mr. Schmidt, and afresh commend
the German, and every vther, Department of the Missionary Society
to its friends,—who forget not God’s declaration:—¢Unto me every:

knee shall bow, every one shall swear.

Surely, shall one say, in

the Lord have Irighteousness and strength: cven to him shall men

come.”

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Freshinan, dated ITumilion,.
March 21st, 1861.

“Some months ago I addressed a
few lines to you, informing you of the
religious state of the Germans, as
well as of my labours amongst them
in this part of the country, and now,
through the mercy of God, I am cn-
abled to give you additional intclli-
gence respecting that interesting peo-
ple.

«Yesterday I retuemed from my
third visit to the Germans in the
County of Waterloo. I found them
very numerous, but alas there are but
few true Christians! In Preston there
ure about twelve hundred familes, of
whom no more than onc hundred at-
tend Divine worship ;—the rest of
them are cither refusing to take re-
fuge under the wings of the Saviour,
or are altogether declared enemies of
the cross. Still, I preached there
several times to well-filled houses. A
few months ago I was preaching in
that part of the country where some
English infidels were present. The
discourse I delivered was on th~ evi-
dences of Christianity; by the way I
mentioned also, that from the exter-
nal appcarance of a person we may
judge what he is. Iook, for instance,
said I, upon a child of God; every
expression of his face proves to be joy
and happiness ; but look upon an infi-
del (and here, however it happened,
the motion of my hand accidentally
pointed towards an infidel), and his
very face will tell you that he is a
misergble and unhappy man. After
the discourse was over, the would-be-
pointed-out infidel came forward and
asked, ¢ How in the world could that
prcacher know I am an infidel ?°
Because, said 1, the children of God
are distinguished in ecvery respect
from the children of Satan. This in-
fidel was a perfect gentleman after all,
for he seemed to be satisfied with the

answer, and was as quict as a convict-
ed man. But it v.as different at o
time, when I met with a large number,
of them, who by no means behaved
themselves gentlemanly, and remind-
cd me very much of the blood-thirsty
persccutors of the Saviour and his
apostles—but all we can do, is to pray:
for them in the language of our Sa--
viour, ¢ Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” In IIespe-
ler I again was kindly reccived by
that wealthy German gentleman, ——
Hespeler, Esq., who told me not to
leave his place without preeching ; and
after he had assisted me in making
some arrangenments, I had the great
pleasure to preach in that place the
word of life to a crowded congrega-
tion; indeed, some of whom with tears
in their cyes expressed their thankful-
ness to me, and said they would glad-
1y accept aGerman missionary amongst
them ; even Mr. Hespeler himself said
that an intelligent and pious mission-
ary would accomplish a great deal of

" good in Berlin, Preston, Hespeler, &ec.,

and I myself have no doubt that Mr,
Hespeler will do a great deal himself
to support the cause of God in that
part of the country. In Berlin I
preached this time twice. The true
state of Waterloo County, religiously
speaking, is awful. Infidelity reigns
almost supreme, but thanks be to God,
in snite of all the infidels and scoffers,
I have seen many iisteaing to the
word of God with great «tlention, and
some were happy to accept the words
of frce salvation through Christ Jesus.
Yes, even in Preston itself, where I
was preacning in both languages two
successive evenings, I have scen tears
running down many checks; heard
groans coming out of many breasts,
and the echo of the words, ¢ Lord
have mercy I" is still vibrating in my
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ears. May the Lord indeed have mer-
¢y upon that people for Christ's sake.
Amen. The Germans in Brantford are
not very numerous, but are a very re-
spectable and intelligent class of peo-
ple. Twice I have already visited
them, and preached to them, for which
they have expressed themselves very
thankfully. Here they have no Ger-
man preaching at all, and are very
anxious to listen to the word of God
in their own language.

“As for my labours amongst the
Germans in the city of Hamilion, I
have meny reasons to be thankful to
the Lord for the measure of success
with which I was favoured. But
shortly a very intelligent family,which
was formerly counccted with the Lu-
theran Church, have been received
into my congregation, and are now
becoming very useful, the father as a
class-leader, and the son as a local
breacher. he German Mcthodists

ere consist of, say six familics and a
missionary. The German Lutheran
congregation here is altogether dis-
solved, some of whom have already
joined my congregation, and the rest
of them, I hope, will soon be brought
in; for even to-day, one who was
formerly a leading member amongst
them, came to be received into my
little flock; and I think I would be
more successful in the vineyard of the
Lord if I could but havea place of wor-
ship where ¥ could preach twice every

_ Sabbath, for till now I can but preach
once every Sabbath, and that only in
ghe afternoon and on Wednesday eve-
nings, in the John St. Wesleyan
Church, for which I am indeed thank-
fal to the trustces of that church.
T'he rest of my time during the week
(when I am at home), I mostly de-
vote in visiting that people to whom
I was sent to bring under the banner
of Christ.

“ A short time ago a German Cath-
olic priest came here on purpose to
bring back to his Church some Cath-
olic families who have joined my con-
gregation, but unfortunately for him-
self, he went into a tavern, and par-
took too much of those cvil things,
which probably he thought would en-
cousage him to speak to the backslid-
ers; but when afterwards he found
out that this is not the right instru-
ment to be employed, and that the
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people would not listen to a dranken
man, he left the place, and (I am told)
resolved to become ateetotaller. Two
weeks ago, when I for the first time
administered the Lord’s Supper to my
people, T had the great pleasure to
have with me my $wo esteemed breth-
ren, the Co-Delegate—the Rev. Rich-
ard Joncs, of Dundas, and the Rev. J.
Elliott, of T'oronto, both of whom par-
took with us the Holy Sacrament, and
we all felt the presence of the Lord
amongst us. It was Brother Elliott
from whose hand about two years age
I for the first time received the bread
and wine in holy commemoration of
the death of Him whom I have found
and accepted as my Saviour. O! it
was a happy recollection indeed |

“ Before closing I must not forget
to mention that I owe many thanks
to Dr. Rosebrugh, of Preston, who not
only did all he could to make me feed
comfortable while in his house, but
assisted me in every possible way in
my mission. Dr. Rosebrugh is a
young but a very successful physician,
especially in opening the eyes of the
blind, and I trust a good man, too:
may the Lord bless his soul more and
more¢! ‘The Rev. S. D. Rice, of Ham-
ilton, is still a great help to me; for
there is scarcely a day in which I do
not ask him for some advice or other.
Just as I am writing this I received 2
letter from our estcemed brother, the
Rev. John Carroll, of Ottawa, and
since it contains some information
about our but recently establishea
German Mission up the Ottawa River,
I think it worth while to send you an
extract of it.

“¢ Oltawa, March 20th, 1861.

“¢Dran Broruer Fresssan,—I1 en-
close you $5 toward the German books
you sent me. It is more than I re-
ceived. The tracts we gave away, amd
there being no discount to the sales-
man, and having to pay the freight, it
is not & very money-making affair.
This voluntary Mission presses pretty
hard on the pockets of a few of us,
but we do not regret our undertaking.
Brother Schmidt arrived here from up
the river to-day on his way down to
Derry to see the new settlement of
Germans there. He is full of hope,
and resolved to labour on. Pray ear-



THE GERMAN WORK.

nostly foc our success. I wish we had

you down for one visit to dispense the

ordinances in several places.
“¢Yours, &e.,

‘¢ Joux CarroLy.

“ T om indeed very thankful to the
Lord for the encouragement from that
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quarter, and for the measure of suc-
cess met with amongst the Germans
in this part of the country. Praying
that He who is the Great Head of all
Missions may still continue to bless
our labours morc abundantly, I re-
main yours very respectfully and truly
in the Lord.”

loxtract of @ Letter from Mr. Schmidt, dated Clavendon Iouse, Junuary

28th,

You desire to know without doubt
how I succeed in these parts. I have
been sowing the seed, hoping that God
will give the increase in time. I find
the German population as I expected,
in & low state in outward circum-
stances, and very near like it inwardly.
I have been lately to Pembroke and
Alice, where I find a great many Ger-
man and Wendich people, who can
understand German: I visited them
through the deep snow., They were
very glad that God did send some one
to look after them; I had them to-
gether on Jast Sunday, they paid much
uttention.

They were singing when I came in;
they all received me well, some of the
women wept for gladness, to have a
Missionary. They all are desirous to
have & church ; as their outward cir-
cumstances do not promise much of
their pecuniary possessions, they offer
to cut the timber, of which there is
plenty yet thercabout. A poor wo-
man came four miles through the
snow, wishing me to baptize her child
which she carried with her. I feel
sorry that I could not do it; but she
did not complain because I explained
to her our rules of the Church. I spoke
of it to the Rev. W. Morton for whom
1 preached yesterday evening.

The Germans prefer & German
preacher.  Here, in Portage-du-Fort,
are three families which give me much

1861.

encourasgement. I preached to them
yesterday in the afternoon at 3 o'clock
in onc of their houses. I believe thu
Lord is opening their hearts to hear
what I said. In Renfrew there are
a number of Germans, and Poles too ;
I visited them all, the Poles are Ro-
man Catholics; still they cxpressed
their gladness.  There is & house
where I found seven families together.
I tell you, brother, it requires a good
stomach to go to some of those people.
Some have holes for doors; some I
have to get in by taking off my cap
and bending to the ground. They
have no floor only what nature pro-
vides, and then four or five children
having very natural clothing. I hope
our friends will show their sympathy,
and pray to God that I may be enabled
to bring them to Christ; then they
will feel more for their children, and
provide for them.

Now, I have given you somewhat
to think of. I feel not discouraged.
I hope we will soon see these people
in a better state, with the help of God.

They felt somewhat surprised when
I came into the house, gave them
tracts, Zread the word of God, then
kneel down with their poor little
children; then the parents do the
same. In so doing I hope to bring
them into a Mecthodist shape by the
grace of God.

1y
Liztract of a Letter from the Rev. Wm. Morton, dated Portage-du-Fort,
January 23rd, 1861,

“My Dear Bromier Carrorn,—I re-
ceived your two letters, the last of
which I read this morning, after my
return from Renfrew, where we held
our Missionary Meeting last evening.
I may just say, that it always affords

me pleasure to receive a communica-
tion from you. Y¥ou have been to me
a father. I remember the discourage-
ments under which I laboured, and
the encouragement I reccived from
you.
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« As to Brother Schmidt, I esteem
him- very highly: he is cvidently
pious and zealous for souls. He was
with us four or five days during the
week of prayer, &¢. ‘He preached for
me twice or thrice during that week.
‘Phere is not much system, but there
is originality and picty. Of course,
his sermonizing is after the French
type to some extent, and a little dif-
fering from the English. I believe
Brother Xarlos Schmidt is calculated
to be useful, and will make a valuable
agent for our work. I think, howev-
er, he will not study theolog) syste-
matically for some time : this may not
be of much consequence if he gets
correct views of our doctrines. The
Germans have such views of ordina-
tion that I fear we may suffer to some
extent in their estimation on that ac-
count. They bring their children,
want the sacrament, &c. I hope we
will maintain confidznce, by explain-~
ing matters, and the Ministers being
present with Schmidt,—he saying the
service, and they performing.  We had
him at some Missionary meetings.
People much pleased, and hearty for
the special fund. We called for vol-
unteers at the meetings. I like the
idea of keeping a special fund for the
German Mission for some time. OQur
Missionary Mcetings have been good
thus far. Renfrew was in advance of
last year for interest.

¢t As to Brother Schmidt being cm-
ployed by the Bible Socirty, it does
not meet my mind. JFirs/, I thiek
the agent should do his own work. 1
think he has not too much to do.
Sccondly, there is a heartiness in sub-
seribing to the German special fund;
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the Ministers in some cases heading
the list with $2; confidence would be
lost. Zhirdly, I think he cannot be as
useful. I might add to the reasons,
but forbear. I may Le mistaken how-
ever; Iwould not set up my judgment
against a multitude; but what will
we do? We have begun, shall we
change now? I expect the deputation
this afternoon, and will consult with
them, and know their mind upon the
subject.”

“ Monday Morning, Jun'y 28th, 1861 :
Drar Broruer,~—You discover that X
have rested some time since writing
my last sheet. I laid the matter of
the Bible Socicty’s proposition before
Brothers Tomblin and Masson~—my
right hand men—and they entirely
disprove of Brother Schmidt making
any change in his vocation ; whatever
he could do in his field of labour he
might. The Germans will not hearti-
ly attend our service unless they un-
derstand, and even thea they do not
comprehend Mcthodism. There is a
good ficld for Brother Schmidt, both
among the Germans and Inglish in
this region. Wilson is acting P. E.,
attending quarterly meetings, &c. Is
that right? Should he not do his
work? There is quite an interest in
our missionary meetings in this Dis-
trict. God has blessed us with some
revival here. IPraise God! Brother
Schmidt is here now. He scems to
think Portage-du-Fort is properly the
centre of Jus field. I rather think it
is. We are badly off for a teacher
here. If you know a good one, pleaso
let us know, and also the terms.

FExtract of a Letler from the Rev. Wm. Morton, dated Fortage-du-Fort,
Lebruary Tth, 1861.

Rev. axp Dear Sme,—I reccived of
brother Carroll $140; I think the
amount will mect the pressing neces-
sities of the brethren just now. 1
may however, have to apply for more
ere long. T feel grateful for you af-
fectionate regard. I hope our Mission
funds will be augmented this year. I
think we arc advancing “up here” 1
had a long campaign this year. I
closed the general tour yesterday-—a

tour of ncarly four weeks—stormy
weather &c., made it laborious, but
health has Dbeen preserved. I may
just say @ few words, first of the Ger-
man Mission.

I left brother Schmidt at Renfrew
last ¢vening, on his way to Ottawa to
visit the Germans there, and to see
brother Carroll.  Brother Schmidt
scems to be truly pious, and poessessed
of a considrrable amount ot talent in
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his way. He brings out some good
original ideas, when preaching in
Lnglish; of course, must preach better
either in German or ¥rench. Ithink
he is a valuable agent in this crisis.
If he was ordained it would be an ad-
vantage for his peculiar work., Of
course there is a great variety of
character among the Germans; but
generally there is great anxiety in
hearing the word of life. He visited
a settlement a few daysago, where the
people had been praying to God to
send some one to preach the words of
life to them, and they reccived
ed him as sent in answer to prayer.
They were pious, and when he ex-
plained to them 3lethodism, they
said it suited their views and they
would Dbecome members—praposed
setting apart land for 2 church and
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burial ground. Weare calling for vol-
unteers to support this MMission—a
good deal of heartiness is manifest.
This is an interesting Mission. The
Germans are writing to their friends
to come out, and encouraging them,
because there is a Missionary. As to
the District gencrally we are encour-
aged—there is o good future for this
country ; but it must be Nissionary
eround for some time. We have had
considerable amount of good done on
this Mission. Thank God! Some
changes are required in the arrange-
ment, &., of some of the Missions.
After going through the work, I am
better prepared to form an opinion.
My sheet is full, or I would say more.
Qur Missionary meetings, have been
very spirited.
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Extract of a Letter from the Rev. G. McDougall, dated Norwuay House,
Lossville Mission, February 29th, 1861.

We are now looking for ihe Red
River couriers, with whom I intend
to make the journey to Oxford, The
spring would be pleasanter, but in
prospect of visiting the Edmonton and
Rocky Mountain Missions, the present
is the only available time.

Here we have much reason to thank
God and take courage. At the fort a
blessed work is in progress, all the

females now profess faith in Christ, °

and a number of the men have com-
menced a praying life. Sobriety and
good conduct characterize all.  In this
we greatly rejoice, for if the servants
of the Hon. Company embrace the
truth, one great hinderance to the
christianization of the Indian will be
removed. Our English congregation
numbers sixty. We have three servi-
ces weekly for their benefit.

Our church not being constructed
in view of a gallery, we have conclu-
ded to lengthen it. The work we
have divided as follows :—The Indi-

ans provide the timber and lumber,
the Hon. Company carpenters and do
the building, and. I have ventured to
order the nails, glass, and paint in this
important improvement. We have
the hearty co-operation of Chief Fac-
tor, Wm. Sinclair, Esq.

Tor the information of friends who
like a2 well-made mocassin, or a good
pair of buck or mooseskin gloves, I
would just say, the good sisters of
Norway and Rossville have formed
themselves into a sewing society, and
arc now making a finc assortment of
the above named articles, which by
the first opportunity will be forwarded
to the Supcrintendent of Dlissions.
Our brethren having no money, but’
anxious to dosomething for the cause,
cut thirty two cords of wood, and pre-
sented it to your Missionary. The poor
people of this inhospitable clime have
little to give ; yet they arc anxious to
cast in their mite.



WESLEYAN HYMNS.
To the Editor of the Wesleyan Repository.

Dear Sir~1 have this duy unexpectedly, but with much pleasure, cceived the
accompanying letter and music from Wm. Roadhouse, Esq., a well-known magi-
strate, end universally estcemed Wesleyan, of Albion, whose ancestors were of
the genuine school of Methodism. His communication is opportune and valuable.

. Respectfully, yours,
Toranto, May 2%th, 1861. J. Scorrt.

Albion, May 26tk, 1861.

Dear Brotuer Scort,—1 have been reading & Pilgrim’s communication on our
Hymn Book and singing, also your answer. I have frequently regretted that
so many of our best Hymns are so seldom sung in our public assemblics, Know-
ing you to be a little curious, I send you a copy of « tune from an old book of
349 pages of Hymns and Tuncs that belonged to my grand-mother, (on my
mother’s side) who was a member of Mr. Wesley's Society. I do not know at
what date the book was published, but my grand-mother’s name is in it, dated
1789. It has some very good tunes in it, which were sung at that time. Com-
pare the tune Leoni, page 221, in our Sacred Harmony, with the tune I send
you. There are also three tunes in the New Lute of Zion, page 214, and 215,
so there is no necessity for a Pilgrim altering that good old Hymn to a Short
Metre tune, as it would never be so well as the good old tune, that was sung
in Mr. Wesley’s days, and also in iy boyhood and youth; and like yourself, 1
have become white-headed in Canada, but still Iam very fond of singing the old
Hymn and tune. Not long ago my mother joined me in singing the whole of
the Hymn, and she could repeat near the whole of it from memory.

Wishing you and Sister Scott ¢cvery needful blessing,
1 remain affectionately, Yours, in Christian bonds,
Wat. ROADHOUSE.

P. 8.—Aly dear mother has been very poorly the past winter, and is very fecble.
‘She is waiting with patience until her change come; she is within two montbs
of being 87 ycars.
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