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,_Boarci of Agriculture.

AN ACT TO AMEND CHAPTER 96
OFTHE“REVISEDSTATUTES ™
«OF THE ENCOURAGEMET OF
AGRICULTURE.”

. Beitenacted by the Governor, Council
and Assenbly, as follows:— |

1. Five members of the Board of
Agriculture shall be a quorum for the
transaction of business.

2. The officers of the several societies,
elected at the annual December meetings

_incach of the four rural districts,-shall

then noniinato one person to be a nember-

: of the central Board in place of the mems-

ber for such district who may go out, the
secretary of the society shall forthwith
transmit to the secretary of the central

: Board the name of the person nominated,

and the person nominated by the greatest
number of the socictics in the district,
shall be & menmber of the Board in place
of the retiring member.

3. Inadditian to the sum mentioned
in section 12, the Board shall be entitled
to draw from the Treasury annually, such
further sum not exceeding four thousand
dollars, as the governor .in council may
autliorize, from which shall be paid to the
several societies by order from: its Presi-
deot on the Treasurer of the- Board, the
amount it may be éntitled- o receive in
proportion to the sum aunually raised by
subscription and payment, which sum
shall he certified by the oath of the scc- |
retary of th society.

4. The rules and bye-laws of any
socicty shall not be repealed or altered
without &' €onsent of wmajority: of - the
memhers present at a gencral meeting.

5. So much of this chapter as is in-
consistent with this act is hereby repealed.

DISTRIBUTION OF SAMPLLES OF
AGRICULTURAL SEEDS BY THE
BOARD OF AGRICULTIURE.

The following seeds, grown under di-
rection of the Rev. Dr. Forrester, from
samples presented to the province by the
Commissicners of the International Ex-
hibition,: have been distributed by the
Board of Agriculture to some of the lead-
ing agriculturists in the different parts of
the province, with a view 10 experiment;
and we hopo to be able to make known
the results in the fall :—

1. Bald Tuscan Wheat, Victoria
Australia -

2. New South Wales Wheat (64
1bs. per bush) -

8. Canada Spring Wheat

4. Tralian' W {:mt. bearded, No. 34

5. Australian Wheat, Victaria

6. Italian Barley -

7. Black Swedish Vetches

8: Golden Vine Pea

9., Dwarf Italian Pea, No. 64

10. Tender Pod Pea

11. Swedish Pea (A.G.S, AL,

12.. Black Pea, Canada <

13. Canadian Pea, very carly -

14. Canadian Pea, very large -

1 packet.
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TorAr - 27 packets.

DISTRIBUTION. OF THE GOOD-
RICH SEEDLING POTATOES,
'II;ERII"‘HE BOARD OF AGRICUL-

The Goodrich Potatocs purchased by
the Board of Agriculture, from the family
of thie late dr. Goodrich, have been dis-
tributed to the following persons, and
societics, who have undertaken to culti-
vate them carefully, with a vidw to dis-
seminate them atnong the farmers of their
respective localities. The various reci-
picnts have been requested to farnish a
report of the results to the Board, prior
to the semi-aannal meeting in Gctober
nexti— R

William Cunard, Esq., Halifar, Cuzco
and Garnet Chili. Joseph Northup, Esq.,
Halifes, No. 380 and Harrison. Hon.
Alex. Macfarlane, Wallace, No. 380 and
Harrison. Henry Pryor, .Esq., N. W.
Arm, Gleeson and Goodrich Calico. Dr.
C.C.Hamilton, M.P.P.,Cotnwallis,Gurnes
Chili and Cuzco. Avard Longley, Esq.,
Paradise, Ann., Coppermine and Yink-cye

1 Rustycoat. R. B. Dickie, Esq., for, Am-

herst Agricultural” Society, Early Good-
rich and Np. 241. H. A. N. Xaulback,
Esq., Lunenburg, No. 380 and Harrison.
Hon. R. A. McHefley, Windsor, Gleeson
and Goodrich Calico: W. ‘H. ‘Harris,
Esq., Picton, Coppermine and. Pink-eyo
Rustycoat. Hon. J, McKinnon, -Anti-
gonishe, Coppermine and Pink-eye Rusty-
coat. Hon. W.,McKeen, Mabou, Cuzco
and Garnet Chili, Ilénry Davenport,

Esq., Syduéy, Copperroine and Pink-eyo *
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Rustycoat. Mr. Joel Densmore, Nocl,
Cuzco snd Garnet Chili. Rev. Dr. For-
rester, ‘Truro, Cunzen, Pink-eye Rusty-
coat, Coppermine, No. 380 (carly), Glee-
son, 1larrison, Goodrich Calico, Garnet
Chili, No. 241. Michael Tobin, Esq.,
Dartmouth, Early Goodrich and No. 241,
Yorticultural Gardens, No. 380 and ar-
rison. Fruit Growers' Associution (Dr.
Hea), Exarly Goodrich and No. 241, I
R. Parker, Iisq., Shubenaculie, Early
Goodrich and No. 241, W. Ross, Ixq.,
St Aun’s, Gleason aud Goodrich Calico.
Jalin Campbell, Esq., Gleason and Good-
rich Calico.

DESCRIPTION OF THE GOODRICH
SERDLING POTATOES.

Reference to these potatoes was contained
in the first Report of the Board of Agricul-
ture, presented to the Legislature in Feb-
ruary last, and printed in the 2nd number of
the Journal of Agriculture.

The late Rev. Cnavscey E. Goopricn
apent o large share of the last fifteen years of
his lifc in the origination and test culture of
new  varictics of the Potato. During this
time, he propagated directly from the secd-
ball nearly or quite sixteen thousand plants,
no two of them being exactly alike. The
most of these new varieties, were grown from
teed saved from potatees thas he imyor(cll.at
great cost, from thoss sections in South
America where the potato is an indigenons
plant.  Mr. Goodrich obtained twelve kinds
of South American potatoes, but of these
on¢ only, which he named the Rough Purple
Chili, was early cnough to mature in t{nis
climate. The object the experimenter had
1 view was to obtair new, productive, and
healthful kinds, of high quality, sach as our
fathers used to cultivate torty years ago. To
accomplish so desirable an object, Mr. Good-
rich spared neither labor, care, nor expense
in the test cutture of such a vast numlljcr of
plant. All the young plants grown some
years, after several years of patient trial, had
finally to be rejected 5 while in others, only a
sinale kind would be saved, asin 1853, when
the Garnet Chili was the only variety, out of
over seventeen hundred, that this patient and
exact man thought worthy of continuced pro-
pagation.

Qut ot the first twelve thousand kinds test~
ed from ane to five or six years previous to
1861, only fifteen varietics were named by
Mr. Goodrich, and sent ont in larger or smali-
cr quantitivs.  Since then, only a few other
sorts have been spared for trinl.  1n 1853, 4
and 5, he seattered his carliest named seed-
lings, 2nd the Rough Purplo Chili, almost
hroadeast over the conntry : so anxious was
he to benefit the public thathedid not always
stop for compensation, but sent out, free,
large assortuments of his best scedlings to
many of the Northern States.

The following arc the principal named
varictics that originated: with Mr. Goodrich,
and were first sent out by him.  Samples of
those marked with an asterisk (®) have been
imported this scason by the Board of Agri-

calture for experiment as to their suitability
to tho soils and climate of Nova Scotia.

1. Tux Brack Diasoxp—~A grand
scedling of the Western Reil, originated in
1852,  Ronnd, dark purple, yield good,
matures with the season, bears no balls.

2. *Tur Garyer Ciurn—Originated in
1853, from the Rough Purple Chili. It is
routud, a little inclined to be rouwgh ; lighb red,
good table quality, and matures with the
season, bears few balls. A standard kina.

3. Tur Mov~stAiy Juxe Pivk Eye—
Derived from the Old Early June,in 1853,
Slightly rough; white, with pueple splashes,
.'lmllpink cyes; yield good and bears balls
tieely.

4. Wrica Pixe Eve.—DBrother of No. 1.
Ronnd. white, with splashesof pink and pink
cyes ; vield large ; not entireiy hardy, carly,
guod quality, no balls.

5. Parr Brusit Ping Eve—From West-
ern Red,in 1850. Round; a blush white
when wet, with pink eyes; yield medium g
moderately hardy ; carly, bears some balls,

6. OvaTeE Prruviax.—Originated in
1853, from a wild Peruvian; ovate, white,
good yield, moderately handy; rather carly,
and bears a few talls,

7. New Hartronrn.—Brother of No. 6.
Loungish, knotty, white; yield large, moder-
ately hardy, bears ball .cecly.

8. AmazoN.~Scedling of a wild Peruvian,
in 1855. Large, round, smooth, light red,
yellow flesheds yield Jargesa little eanlier
than Garnet Chili, bearssome balls.

9. *Cuzco.— Origin same as No. 8. Round,
large, deep eyed, white, sometimes slightly
pinkish ; yield very large  bears batls freely;
a little too late for central New York, but is
well reported of in the latitude of Philadel-
phia cspecially in 18€4. Tt is highly produc-
tive.

10. TiTicacA.—Brother of Nes. & and 9.
Round, large, deep eyved; light ved; yield
ro0d ; bears balls moderately, and matures
§uplcmhcr 12th.

11. Carrao—DBrother of the three pre-
vious. Very long, smooth, medium size;
light purple, bears balls moderately, and
natures with No. 8.

12. CixTRAL _ CiTv.—Originated from
No. 5,in 1856. Varying from roundish to
kidney-shape ; size, medinm to large ; white,
with a pinkish hue at the root end ; yield me-
dium;ripe last of September, and bearsa
few balls.

13 New Kipxev.—DBrother of No. 12.
Varying from cgg to kidney shape 3 smooth,
size medium ; pinkish white when first dug;
yield large; matures September 12th, and
no balls.

14. *Correr Mixk.—DBrother of the last
two. White, with a coppery hue; cyes pink
yicld good, hardy here, but sometimesa white
tender further south ; maturcs about Septem-
ber 12th, and bears balls abundantly.

15. *Pixk EYE Rusty Coat.—DBrother
of the last three.  Larze, round; a brownish
rusty coat, a little pini'-cycd; yield larges
hanly, maturcs last of Scptember, and bears
noballs here. A desirable sort.

16, Wiite Cmns.—Originated in 1856,
the third generation in o divect line from an
imported Chili.  Round, white, hardy; yield
Luges bt too Jate to mature here. A few
only were sent qut.

17. Axous~—Originated in 1857, a grand
seedling of' a wild Peruvian,as are Nos. 8 <o
11. XRound, large; white, with vs‘ulnshc, of
rple s yield very large; bears balls freely,
{mt too late for culture here.

Of tlicse seventeen sorts, the Garnet Chili,
the Cuzco, the Copper Mine, and the Pink
Eye Rusty Coat have proved themselves the
most devicable; and by their hardiness in
seasons of * potato discase,” have saved the
country millions of moncy.

The following sorts have not been sent
;31;:. except to o few on trial, until the past
all:

18. #*Goonnicn Carico—A seedling of
the Garnet Chili of 1839. Mr. Goodrich
thus deseribed it in hig journal: « White,
with irregular sharply defined splashes of
red ; longish, flactish.emooth, and most beautt-
ful. VYines sprcnding and dark ;leaves, lairge
and dark ; flowery, bright lilac; yield Jarge;
no (seed) batls.” It ripens with or a little
cardier than the Garnet Chili; cooks white
and dry for a new seedling, and promises well
for winter use. It is highly preductive;
planted three fect cach way, on a fertile sod
without manure, it yiclded the past vear
nearly at the rate of four hundred (400
bushels to the acre.

19, EarLy Goonnici—A seedling of
the Cuzco of 1360. In 1862 Mr. Good:ich
deseribed it:  * Round to longish, sometimes
a crease at the insertion of the root; white,
flowers bright Jilac ; (produces) many  balls;
yield large.  Table quality is already very
good. ‘This sort is No. One every way.” He
said tome in the spring of 1864 : "« This
carly sort gives me more satisfaction than
any other 1 have grown.”  Iiripens with the ©
old Eacly June; and though it matured the
past season during the long drouth, it yicld-
ed over three hundred (300) bushels to the
avre, grown as the Calico, 1t has thus far
bueen perfectly hardy, and i3 the most pro-
mising early potatogrown.

an. *Tur Grrason.—Also a seedling of
1860 of the Pink Eye Rusty Coat, No. 15,
When two vears old, Mr. Goodrich deseribed
it thus: ¢« Longish, rusty, coppery; leaves
and vines dark green ; flowers while; a very
hopeful sort.” ~September 20th,. 1863, at
digping time, he added:  * Very nico; many
in ﬁnc?ﬁll; no discase.” The past sceason,
1861, under Dr. Gray's cultivation, this
variety has yielded at the rato of over four
hundred (400) bushels to the acre. The
tubers are not overgrown, but numerous;
have a fine grained solid flesh, that cooks
white. For winter use thiskind.is highly
promising. .

sllanrisoN.— A very productive sort,
remarkably solid, and a promising sort for’
winter use. Not yot sent out except to the
Hoard of Agriculture of Nova Scotia.

*241 (rather carly.) Not yet sent out
except 1o the Board of Agricultura of Nova
Scotia.

*380 (very carly.) Notyet sentout except
to the Board of Agriculture of Nova Scotias

: D. 8. Herrrox.
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Abstract of Annnal Reports and Proceed-
tngs of Agricultural Societics.

—

(COXTINUED FROM PAGK 26.)

CAPE BRETON COUNTY.

SYDNEY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Iaving been appointed Secretary of
the Sydney Agricultural Society on the
6th day of Decembier lust, (nt the annual
weeting.) and having this day been put
in possession of the records ot the Socicty,
1 find that the late Secretary has neglect-
ed sending in to the Central Board, a re-
port of the proceedings of the Socioty for
the past year, aud L shall now endeavor
10 repair the omission, so far as lies in my
power.

The Society was re-organized under
the provisions of the late act, on the 2nd
day of September, 1864,

G9 members have joined the Society;
$69 have been received for subseriptions ;
$3 have been received for debts due;
$107 have been allowed out of Provineinl
Grant; total amount of funds in hands of
‘I'reasurer, $179.

At the meeting for the Election of
Oflicers, &c., on the first ‘Luesday of De-
cember last, the following persons were
chosen :—

President, 'Thomas Butler; Jice-Presi-
dent, John Lewis; Secretary, C. 11. Har-
rington; Zreasurer, William uchanan;
Directars, John George Andrews, Alex.
Campbell, Williaw Bradford, Alexander
llowie, John Muggah.

‘The re-organization of the Society is
too recent to atford wuch matter for a
report, but itis hoped we are in a fair
wity to do s0 at our next annual meeting.

‘Fhe Society is about importing for
spring use, to thé extent of $100, in sceds
and grain, and $80 in implements, which
will be sold to the members of the So-
cicty at cost and charges. [The Secre-
tary of the Society has™ been written to
in reference to this proposal.]

Before the close of the proper season
for doing so, the dircctors will, ¢f possidle,
introduce a short horn Durham bull,some
pure South-down ewe sheep and Leicester
rams, with other improved breeds of
animals.

The latencss of the spring, and an ex-
cessively wet fall, were unfavorable- to
farming operations in this county.

Late sown grains on low wet soils, did
not fill ; and hay, on the dried and more
exposed, uplands, suffered from cold and
drouth in the carlier months; otherwise
the yicld has been suflicient to recom-
pense the farmer, as the value in the
warket is greater than in former yesrs.

 for the best articles..

Potatoes are better in quality, and the
yield more abundant, than for several
yeurs past.

Turnips are not cultivated to any ex-
tent,—they require more attention thun
farmers are willing to give them, are not
sufliciently stimulated in their carlier
growth, and the yicld generally is poor.
The same mmy bo said of root crops
generally.

Very fittle frisit is raised in this county,
aud, except in the gardens of n few gen-
tlemen, is poor in quality.

A large quantity of butter is made,
much of which is exported to Newfound-
land. The quality of this article is im-
proving from year to year. Very little
cheese 13 made.

The increased consumption of all kinds
of farm produce,— oceasioned by the
opening of new wines, railway extension,
and the rush of shipping,—it is hoped
will stimulate the farmers to increased
exertion. The cultivation of clover and
turnip crops—the foundation of all good
farming—must be attended to  This will
require the application of lime, and more
stimulating manures than the droppings
of ill-housed and poorly fed animals, and
above all, the introduction of draining,
We expect improvement in these things.

C. H. HarriNGTOY,
See. Sydney Ag. Soc’y.

COUNTY OF HALIFAX.

Lower MusQuoponoit AGRICULTU-
RAL SOCIETY.

The semi-annual meeting of the Lower
Musquodoboit Agricultural Society, took
place on the 14th April, 1865.

No. of members for the present year,
55; paid $55. The following resolutions
were adopted :—

Resolved, That we purchase an improv-
ed breed of bulls, from the western part
of.the province, for the use of the Society.
‘The bulls to be sold at auction.

One hundred and twenty dollars was
voted for that purpose.

Resolred, That we holill an agricultural
show in October next, for the exhibition
of agricultural and horticultural produce.

$80 was voted to be-given for prizes

C.. N, "Srnon',
See..of the L. M. A. Soc’y.

LUNENBURG COUNTY.

CHESTER AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

After due publicity given by -posted
notices, 2 meeting was held in the Town
House, on the 24th day of March, 1865,
at 2 o'clock, P.AL, for the purpose of re-

organizing the  Chester Agricnltural So-
ciety.”

On motion the Rev. Charles Shreve
was elected Chairman ; and I, B. Mitch-
ell, Secretary.

After vewding the act relating to such
societies, and the names of forty-two sub-
scribers being already on the list, the
society procceded to the election of its
oflicers, when the following were chosen:

Dresident, Edward eckman ; Vice-
President, Robert A. Smith; Zyeas-
urer, Duvid Witford; Secretary, H,
B. Mitchell ; Directors, William Duncan,
Thos. Whitford, Joseph Veizor, Stephen
Corkum, John Webber.

On motion, it was decided that the
society take in its circuit the limits of this
district of Chester, as represented Ly the
sessions of the same.

A committee was appointed to inspect
and report as {o the advisability of pur-
chasing a certain bull offered to the
society by Robt. Smith.

On motion, it was decided to appro-
priate $20 to the purchasing of ap Tm-
proved breed of hogs, and $40 in the
purchase of secds.

The next meeting was appointed for
Monday, the 10th day of April, at 2
o'clock, P.M..

The sccond meeting took place accord-
ing to appointment, when it was decided
to purchase the bull before alluced to,
for the sum of $32, and arrangements
were made for his keep; he is to be kept
ouly for the use of the members of the
society. It was ulso decided that one
young boar be bought,and the remainder
of the $20 be expended in purchasing
young sows; and, also, that the $40 ap-
propriated for sceds, be devoted, $20 for
purchassug clover seed, and $20 for tim-
othy seed ; and, also, that $12 be devoted
to purchasing biack sced oats, and some of
the imported new potatocs, if procurable.

The sum of $1, annually, to constitute
membership.

H. B. MircnoeLy,
Secretary.

Ixprax CORN AS A FODDER cROP.—Grow
it on strong soils—mno matter how rich—
the nearer it approaches in richness to a
barn-yard, the better; but sow the sced
very thick, so that itcannotgetanovergrowth,
and become worthless™ for fodder. t it
density act as a check to its lofty aspirations.
When grown on soils of this description, and
seeded quife thick, the amount of fodder per
acre would be apt to make a novice stare,

Earry Srrixe Frowers.—In Scotland
the snow-drop first showed its flowers this
year on the 2nd of February, the winter
aconite on the 14th of January, according to

- réports by Mr. McNab and Mr. Saddler.
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The Tield and Farnt Yard.|like the pearl in Cleopatra’s cup, be lost | 1500 acves of land annually, tilling about 200
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DRAINING~ITS INFLUENCIE IN PRE-
PARING THE LANDFCR CULTURE
AND MANURES.

Over a great portion of the surface of
Britain the land is a  perfect illus-
tration of the evilz of no drainage.—
There is a hardened “pan”about 6 inches
down, through which there is no exit for
the melted snows. Even yet the thaw
has scarcely overcome the frost, and till
then the soil, so far as it is melted, must
coutinue water-logged. When once the
frozen layer has heen fairly penetrated,
then on all drained land we shall in the
course of 48 hours, see the full advantage
which such a condition gives it.  Now
Jittle better than a pud(ﬁc, it will then
tread firm, and permit the use of imple-
ments of husbandry which would at pre-
sent only poach it into mortar.

Those are wise who wait until the land
is perwectly fit to work. Auy attempt to
gain lost time by too hurried a recom-
mencement of either seed or tillage ope-
rations will be mischievous.  Tet the soil
become firm sud dry again before the
plongh is set to work; and it will turn
over kand alveady « tilled” by frost, with-
out spoiling the goud effect of the “til-
lage™ it has thus received. But squeeze
or knead or stir the soil thus loosened
while it still i3 full of water, and you
will effectually spoil it for the season.

The special conditions of Agriculture
in these islands are a stiff soil anda
moist atmosphere.

Look Europe over, and you will not
see these conditions :lsewhere such as
they are with us. Jw where clse does
these three questions press with the same
cmphasis, under the same wmodifications
upon the attention of the land owner and
farmer. And they are mnore intimately
connected together than their general
treatment either by the agricultural or
the non-agricultural world, would at first
sight, lead any one to suppose. Travel-
lers in Irance, Belgium, Tuscany, or
China, who ad-aonish us of the value, and
effective application of sewage in those
countries, almost invariably omit to notice
the non sequitur which a moist climate
and a stiff soil place, like an extinguisher
upon most of their calculations and con-
clusions. Something of the samo kind of
pratermission scems to run through all
the discussione, and most of the writing
upon stcam culture.  As it is upon the
heavier soils that this great auxiliary of
Spring and Autmnn cultivation is pre-
emincutly needed, so it isupon the lighter
and drier districts of the kingdom that
profitable results are to be. if any where
looked for from profusely diluted manures,

It is ditlicult to make a sanguine im-
prover clearly understand thut let a fer-
tilizer be ever so precious in itself, it may

to all practical and commercial use, by
mere solution, having hecome in fact more
costly to restore. and apply. than its in-
trinsic value will repay.  ‘There still are
rivers in whose sands like those of the
once-famed Pactolus, gold-dust runs that
will not repay the labour of separation.
Ammonix, and the Sulphates and Phos-
phates are very precious; but they are
not more precious than gold ; nor, in like
case, able 1o repay the costly Iabour of
extraction, by chemical or mechanieal
reagents. This, at least, is the true point
to be objectively kept in view, not the
intrinsic but the relative, or resulting
value; not the market-price of the metal,
but whether it will pay for smelting from
the are.  Wherever there is, under adry
climate, a light thivsty soil, free enough
to filter oft the fluid part, yet close enough
to absorb that essence—volatile as it is
precious—the Ammonin, from sewage
water,—there let enthusiasts glorify its
value. But under our skies, and upon
our retentive soils, one word about solids,
how to deal with them, is worth five upon
liquids, except how to get rid ot them.—
Agricultural Gazette.

CULTIVATION ANDMANUFACTURE
OF FLAX.

The demand for fibres, both of animal and
vegetable origins, has of late years been
greatly § reasing.  This circumstance has
led to an extension of flocks in many coun-
tries, and to the growth of fibre plants.—
Although thero are several fibre plants well
suited to our climate, yet Flax is likely to
prove the most important and most useful
one. Jts culture has been revived in Ireland
aswell as in England and Scotland, and in
Canada great efforts bave been made, both
by public Boards and private individuals to
render its culture more greneral.  The editors
of the Canawlian Farmer have given a uscful
account of the cstablishments carried on by
the Messss Perine at Doon, and other parts
of Upper Canada, from which we extract the
following details. The moister climate of
Nova Scotia, and the character of its nume-
rous streams, point it out as even better
suited for flax culture and preparation than
Upper Canada:—

¢ As actual trial demonstrated the practi-
cability and profitablencss of the undertaking
other points beside Doon were sought as
centres of operation, and Mr. W. D). Perine
was joined by his twe brothers, the trio form-
ing the firm now carrying on business as
Perine Brothers.  They have at present four
seutching mills at work in Upper Canada,
located respectively at Doon,  Conestugo,
Drayton, and Baden. At Baden the pre-
wises are rented, but at the other places the
works are owned by the fvm.  They consume
at these ostablishinents the praduct of about

acres themselves, and depending upon the
adjacent farmers for the balance. They
have enfarged their business to its present
dimensions mainly by a quict exhibition of
the advantages of flax culture, in the way of
personal intercourse with the farmers, whom
they visit, and encourage by placing facts
and figures before them, loaning them seed,
and pledging them a market for the crop.
They have no difliculty now in obtaining all
the raw material they want.  The results on
the whole have beensuch as to cncoura(_vic the
Messrs. Perine, and induce them not only to
increase the number of their scutching mills,
but to import machinery for the manuthcturo
of linen. ~ This most useful plant accomodates
itsclf to almost all the climates of the world,
and may be grown successfully upon any soil
of onmlinary productive capacity. After
thorough trial of every description of land
from light sand to_heavy clay, tho Messrs.
Perine are of opinion that flax does best on
astrong loam, somewhat inclined to cloy.
‘They reconunend about 70 lbs.® of sced per
acrc as the quantity tobe uscd when the
plant is raisc‘}l for both seed and fibre. In
Canada the last weck in April or the
first week in May, may be set down as the
proper time for sowing.  Seasons vary, how-
ever; and nothing is gatued by hurrying in
the secd before the land isin proper tilth,
which is somctinmes as Jate ag the second or
third week in May. About the middle or
end of July, the crop willbe veady for pull-
ing, a process usually performned by hand. In
Olijo it is a very common practice to cut flax
with a mowirg machine, but thisis objections
able, as it wastes a portion of the fibre, and
leaves butt ends which are troublesoma to the
spinuer and manufacturer. A flax-pulling
machine which will suporsede the necessarily
slow hand processis greatly nceded. The
inventor of such a machine would be sure to
make afortune by his patent. In the mean-
time, hand-pulling must needs bethe preva-
lent mode of gathering the crop.

The average yield of flax is from onc-and-
a-half to two tons of green straw per acre,—
or abont one ton when rotted,~and 12 bush-
els of seed. Green straw is worth abo it 36
per ton, at the scutching mill, and rotted
straw $10.  Flax seed is worth on the aver-
age 81 25 per bushel. At present it com-
mands a higher figure, the market price
being $1 50 per bushel.  The above is,
arcording to the experience of the Messrs.
Perine, a safe, and if anything,a low esti-
mate. In one instance, five acres of flax
grown in the township of Waterloo, U.C.,
yielded 725 1bs. of dressed fibre per acro, and
15 bushels of sced, value $59 75 per acre.
‘This was an unusual yicld. The ch) grew
in a rich field, close to the farmer’s barn,—
the scason was every way favorable,—pains
were taken to harvest the straw properly,
and on the whole, this must he taken as an
instance of maximum success. Four tosix
hundred pounds of dressed flax to the acreis
by no means uncommon, and while 12 bush-
elzof secd per acre is perhaps about the
average, a8 high a yicld as 24 bushels bas
been obtained.

In reference to the cost of this croq. and
its profitableness, the testimony of the Messrs.
Perine is highly satisfactory.  They do not
consider that more labor is requiredthan fora
crop of winter wheat, indeed the mast of what

.bas been raised, under their inspection. bas
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not received one-half the attention as to pre-
paration of the land which isusually bestowed
upon fall wheat. Doubtless deeper plonghe
ing and_moare thorough preparvation of the
soil would materially increase the yield. The
cost of harvesting a crop of flax and prepar-
ing it for the sentching mill does not exceed
87 per acre, winle the preparation of the land
costs little it any more thau that ofany spring
cro‘). The average of the producer's profit,
exclusive of harvesting and preparing for
seutching, is comething  more than $30 per
acre. Al who have growa flax under the
auspices of the Messrs, Perine, admit that ie
is for more remuncrative than wheat, while
it is perfectly safe to aflinm that it is 25 per
eent less risky than spring wheat, and 50

et cent less than fall wheat in this country.

Vo instance of a failure in the flax crop has
taken place when the sced has been put in at
the right time, and tho Jand has been ina
proper state of cultivation. What poor
crops have been raised, have been more tho
result of inexperience or negleet on tho part
aof the producer than the fauit of the crop
itsclf.

The Messrs. Porine purchase the straw
cithier in its green or its rotted state.  They
also reeeive it, and put it thiough the scuteh-
ing process for the growers, as flour wills
grind simall lots of wheat for the family use
of the farmer.  Those who get flax scutched
for their own wse, spin and weave it into
toweling, linsey woolsey, table-claths, grain-
bags, shirting, and other articles of wearing
appare).  Most of the straw sold by the
farmers at the millsis  dew-roticd by them-
sclves.  Some of them are beginaing to be
quite au fait at the rotting process, while
many are so inexperienced in regard to it,
that the straw they offer commands only an
inferior price, from the imperfect manner in
whichit 1s prepared.

All the mills carried on by the Messrs.
Perine are on what may be styled the old
rrincip)e. The straw s broken between

weavy fluted iron rollers, and scutched by
means of steel-bladed knives fixed in a cast-
iron whee).  The flax is first passed in hand-
fuls between the rollers, then a man exposes
the seed end to the action of the sentching
knives, a process peculiar to the Messrs.
Perine, and by which the seed i3 soparated
from the tow.  Unless the sced be removed,
it makes rough places in the mavufactured
article, even in cordage.  Jn the next place,
the handful passes to the roughers, who
partially scuteh it, thefinishers then take it
and complete the process of scatching. By
a very simple arrangement of & framed stool
and fover, the scutched fax is wade up into
bales, when it is ready for shipment and sale.
Most of the fibre produced at the Messrs,
Perine’s mills find its way to the Awerican
naarket, while the sced not required for next
year’s crop, 18 sold to Lyman, Clare &Co.,
of Montreal, who manufacture linsced oil,
oil-cake, &ec., from it. Tho works of the
Messrs. Perine ave simple, and might be re-
grarded by connoiseurs as rather primitive in
design, yet in the opinion of the proprictors,
they are superior to some of the moro modern
arrangements.  They prefer their own me-
thod to the much-culogised Rowan machine,
more particularly for the following reasons.
The Rowan machine they think fails in se-
curing evenuess of length, and leaves the flax
S rat-tailed.” It also Dreaks the ends of the
bunches too much, and does: not break the

middle sufliciently. This arises from the
fuct that first one end, and then the other is
put into the manhine, having the middle only
pactially broken,  Whether this O{ﬁnion as
to the merits of Rowan’s machine ho correct
or no, certain itis that the Mossrs, Perine
suceemd in turning out an excellent article of
marketable tlax.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PREPAR.
ING BUTTER.

The following is the most approved
method of making and preparing butter
for the London market, and i3 submitted
for the advantage of farmers and dairy-
men thronghout this country. Butter
made on this system, with care and guick
dispatch, will insure high prices and quick
returns.  ‘Ihe best land js old pasture,as
free from weeds as possible, with abund.
ance of good water. The cows should
not be heated or tormented in any way;
housed at night, and fud on green food,
and the pasture changed when practicable.
In milking, take saltpetre inthe pail,one-
cighth of an ounce to eight quarts of milk.
‘The dairy should be perfectly clean, airy,
of equal temperature (say 50°), very
little light, and completely shaded from
sun, by trees or otherwises; and in winter
a stove may be required. Strain the
milk into coolers, sweet and dry, (never
mix warm and cold milk,} keep it from
two to four days, then put the whole of
the milk and cream into & clean churn,
which is not to be used for any purpose,
except during the time it is in operation.
Boiling water to be added to raise the
temperature to about 68° or 609,if horse
or water power bo used. The time oc-
cupied is from one to two hours, depend-
ing on the size of theclurn;butchurning
should not be continued beyond the pro-
per time.  After churning, put the but-
ter into bowls or pans of pickle, made
from pure water and fine-stoved salt (as
common gives the butter a bad flavour).
It should be well washed, and the pickle
changed frequently, uutil all the milk is
extracted, working with the hand thetwo
picees alternutely, until the grain becomes
quite close and tirm, whenit istobecured
with the finest dry-stoved salt and sugar.
The proportion to be one ounce of refined
sugar to one pound of salt, to be well
worked into the butter with the hand;:
but the quantity of curing materials will
depend on.the time and labour given by
the dairy-woman, in working and beating
the batter (after the salt and sugar are
applied), which should continiie until all
the pickle is driven out. Tho bhutter
should be finished the day it is churned,
and then be pressed as closely as possible
into the cask. The cask should be well
seasoned for some days previous, with
strong pickle, frequently changed, or hot
pickle; and must bo strong and air-tight;
the size.is of no consequence;if-filled and

sent off in one week.  If not tilled atone
churning, the butter is to be covered with
pickle nutil the next; but no cask to con-
tain more than one week’s butter. If
butter should, at any time, appear pale
in colottr, after churning has commenced,
a litt}e grated carrot juice may bo put in-
to the milk, and will not injure either
wilk or butter. All butter intended to
be shipped should be at the place of
shipping one day prior to the steamer
leaving, so as to run no risk of going for-
ward to the agents~— Garden, Florist
and Agriculiurist.

ORCHARD GRASS, (DACTYLIS
GLOMERATA.)

———

Judging from the fuct that the aboveis
seldom asked for at our seed stores, com-
pared with clover and timothy, it would
appear that its true value is not under-
stood, or clse not appreciated. 'We con-
sider it & very valuable grass for certain
nses, andd in particular localities, and aro
almast prepared to say that no farm,
where pasturage is part of the rotation,
should be without some of it.

"The mistake made about orchard grass
is that it is allowed to become too old
before cutting for hay, or having stock to
graze on it in the spring. No grass
grows so rapidly or continues growing so
long throughout the season, or allows to
be pastured so early. It requires, when
intended for hay, to be cut young. Blos-
soming about the same time as clover it
is ready for cutting with it, which timothy
very often is not. The bad repute of
orchard grass hay is because it is allowed
to get old before cutting, when its stiff,
fibrons stem is almost as unsuitable for
food as timothy which has gone to secd.
It’s quly value then is to use it as straw
for litter.

Many of our best farmers who feed all
their hay, and do not dependon sellingit,
value a mixture of crehard grass and red
clover beforc any other grasses. It
makes a highly nutritions hay much
relished by stock of all kinds. Claver
hay (so called), that is hay where clover
predominates, so far as we know, is sel-
dom cut, for the reason that jt grows taa
rank and coarse. This is owing either
to its chiefly occupying the ground as in
the year succeeding wheat, or else in the
second season growing so much more
rapidly than the timothy, it outgrows the
latter, allowing but very little to mix
with the clover.

Red clover is & biennial plant, and
every farmer experiences that it is only
after the second year from wheat that
the timothy has much chance to develop,
and then makes the article so saleable in
merket under the name of timothy hay.
Qrchard. grass, when sown with clover,
obviates this difficulty, grows-as-rapidly
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as clover, starts in the spiing as early,
and by this similarvity of habit makes a
suitable grass to mix with it

For pasturage we greatly value orchard
grass, for three reasons: It stands a
drowth butter than any other, will bear
heavier stacking, and comes forward in
the spring very carly.

We have often been surprised to ob-
serve how quickly orchard grass recovers
and grows after being closely cropped; a
week or ten days of sunuer growth will
make quite good pasturage. Qrchard
grass also, by its great amount of fibrous
root, tesds to improve iustead of impover-
ishing the soil, and we have observed an
orchard grass sod gencerally turns up 2
good durk color on heing ploughed. It
is not at all fit for a lawn, as it sometimes
grows in bunches or tussocks, especially
when sown thin. ‘The proper quantity
when sown alone is two bushels por acre,
when sown with clover one bushel is
suflicient. It grows better than wost
grasses under shade.  Orchard grass
weighs about twelve pounds to  the
bushel—Rural ddvertiser.

Orcliard and I'vuit Garden.
GENERAT INSTRUCTIONS FOR
THE CULTIVATION OF THE
GQOSERBERRY.

Gooseberries are raised from cuttings, or
from sced, and some raise them from
suckers, but the latter is not a good me-
thod, as bushes raised in that mauner o
more liable to throw out suckers than
those which are raised from cuttings or
seed.  Spring time is the best season for
planting cuttings, always cutting them
from the strongest and cleancst shoots.
The length of the cuttings should be from
six to eight inches, planting them on an
22 tern or nor thern border,atthe distance
of one foot Irom row to row, leaving
them about three inches above ground.
By planting at this distance, it will be
practicable to hoe and keep them clear of
weeds.  Water them frequently in dry
weather during the spring.

The gardeners about London plant the
gooseberry in rows from cight to ten feet
apart from row to row, and six feet from
plant to plant in the rows.

In spring time if you find it convenient
lay a good coat of rotter. dung on the
ground, then dig in and plant carly pota-
toes, but not so near to the gooseberries
as to hurt them.

‘The roots of gooseberries should always
be kept clear to admit the sun and air.
In small gardens we wounld recommend
planting them in a quarter by themselves,
at the distance of six feet between the
rows, and four fect from the path; the
ground will then be clear for cropping,

amnd 2 man by setting one foot on the
horder can gather the gooscherrics with-
out injuring the crop.

As gooseberries love a rich soil, they
should he manured every year, orat least
have & good coat of dung once in two
years.

Never plant under the shade of other
trees, as it will fiyu.2 the flavour of the
fruit.

It is a practice too common in pruning
gooseberries, to let them branch out with
great mked stems, suilering them to re-
main in that state for yeavs. When that
is the case, they should be cut downnear
to the ground In the winter pruning ; this
will mzke them throw out fine strong
healthy shoots, whicl will bear fruit the
second year.  Gooseberry bushes, in
general, bear their fruit on the second
year's wood. Care should Le taken in
summer to keep the middle of the bush
clear, so as to admit a free air into them,
leaving the finest and strougest shoots
from six to ten inches distant from each
other.  This will help to ripen and havd-
en the wood. It is a practice with some
gardeners to shorten the shoots in the
autumn or winter pruning, this should be
always near to a wood bud, which may he
kuown, by its heing single, whereas fruit
buds are in clusters. The shoots may bo
shortened to cight or ten inuches, accord-
ing to their strength, some leave them at
full length for three or four years, thin-
ning those that are superfluous.  Always
leave a proper number to be trained up
between the full length shoots, to suceeed
them when they are tired of bearing;
then cut the old ones down to the young
ones that are to succeed them. By these
nieans, you will always keep the bushes
in 2 constant state of bearing.

1t must be observed, that those branch-
es which were cut the first year, will in
second throw out short dugs or spurs,
which produce the fruit, and these should
by no means be cut off; unless the branch-
cs ave in a sickly state, and require to be
cut closc down, when the bushes ave
overloaded with fruit. It will then be
necessary to cut a good deal of the old
wood, in order to assist nature to recover
herself, after producing so great a quanti-
ty of fruit, for in some years the bushes
are so loaded, that the branches are beat
down to the ground. Gooseberries are
well worth paying attention to, as they
supply the table so amply, till the large
fruit comnes in.

‘There have been considerable additions
made in the varicties of the gooscberry of
lato years, from the great attention that
has been paid by gardeners, and the
growers at Manchester and its neighbour-
hood, to the raising of gooseberries from
seed. ‘The catalogues of the Manchester
growers, now contain between four and
tive hundred sorts or varietics, but some
are so very similar to each other, as hard-

ly to be distinguished, By mixing up o
rich soil to plant those in, which huve
been raised from seed, and by watering,
shading, and thinning the fruit, they have
grown 10 a size muclt larger than any that
had ever been seen in this country.  They
have made it their principal study to
improve this valuable fruit, and have
given great encotragement, by cstablish-
ing societics for distributing prizesannual-
ly, to those who raise the largest and
finest new sorts. It must however he
allowed, that some of the largest, are
much thicker in the skin, and not so well
flavoured as some of the old sorts.

Great attention should be paid to the
cultivation of the early andlatesorts. In
some old gardens, in particular, there are
very valuable sorts, that have Eeen oflate
o much neglected, we should therefore
recommend to those who live in the
neighborhood of such gardens, to observe
their time of ripening, and to cultivate
these especially which are early and
late.

It is a practice with some to clip the
tops of goosclierries with apair of garden
shears, as they would clip a thorn hedge,
this plan however we by no meaus ap-
prove of, as the fruit will not be half the
size, nor of so fine a flavour, as when the
bushes are kept clear of superfluous
wood.

Care should be taken in spring anl
sununer, to stock, or grub up all the
suckers from the root of the bushes, leav-
ing their stems clear and unencambered

Many of the Lancashire sorts are apt:
to grow horizontally and the branches
frequently trail on the ground, which
renders them liable to be broken by high
winds, especially when they are loaded
with fruit.  In that case we would recom-
mend two or three hoops to be put round
them, to which the branches may betied,
to support them, and prevent their being
broken by the wind.

Those who wish 10 have their goose-
berries very late should plant on north
walls and palings between the othertrees,
and they may be removed when thetrees
begin to meet. If laid in thin, they will
bear very fino and handsome fruit. We
would advise tv plant the finest late sorts,
as by this method the table will be sup-
plied much longer than by the common
custom of planting in quarters.

Gooseberries are very much infested
with 2 small green caterpillar, which fre-
quently devours hoth leaves and fruit.

Great attention must therefore be paid
to observe their first appearance on -the
bushes, for if not destroyed early, they
will increase so fast that they will soon
devour all the leaves, and the fruit will
then he good for nothiug, they make their
first appearance generally on the edges
and under sides of the leaves.

Take some sifted quick lime, and lay it
under the bushes but do not at first, let
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any of it touch the branches os leaves;
then shake cach bush suddenly and
snartly, and the eaterpillars will fll
into the Jime 3 if the bush be not shaken
swldenly, the eaterpillers on being a little
disturbed will take so firm a hold ns not
casily to be shaken off.  After this is
done, sift somo of the limo over the
bushess this will drive down those which
may lodge on the branches, Lhe cater-
pitlers onght to he swept up the next
duy, aud the bushes well washed with
dear lime water mixed with urine: this
will destroy the caterpillurs, that may
still remain, and also the aphides, if there
be any on the bushes—Gurdener and
Florist.

Communications.

B N T T N e A N R S NN

REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS ON
POTATO CULTURE AND THE
WELEVIL, (s0 canLED.)

Your communication came to hand the
7th inst., and it was exceedingly accepta-
bles it contained the desired information
as yon woult perceive on the receipt of
my letter dated the Sthinst. I have no
further sugeestions to offer respecting the
potato, than that it should in my opinion
be cultivated in as dry and early a soil as
possible, inorder that its season of growth
may bo correspondent to its native locality,
otherwise I fear the tuber will not be so
dey and palatable.  This is why, in my
opinion, the selection of the wild potato
should b as far south as possible inorder
that itsorganization may be better adapted
to this climmte.  With these few remarks
respecting the potato, may iy position be
pardonable while I make a few suggestions
in order that your valnuable attention may
be drawn to the important subject—the
weevil, an insect that has power to he
quite fatal to the wheat crops of this pro-
vince. A nuwber of classes or species of
the animal kingdom we are quite familiar
with 3 but of other classes again weare as
ignorant of, and the object of their exis-
tence aud the relation they hold to each
other, as if- thoy did not exist, or we were
never affected by them. Ilence the evil
cffects of the weevil and its sudden ap-
pearance in this province seeming so
mysterious. While otherwise, that is if

we liad-a proper knowledge of the weevil,

and the relation it holds to other insects—

we would in iy opinion not only be able:

to account for its appearance in this pro-
vince, ‘but would be able to prevent in a
great measureits evil effects.  Accord'ng
to my limited knowledge of the animal
kingdodr to which ‘the weévil species
belongs, there is not an animal but cither
preys or is proyed upon by some other
class of animals; which being true indi-
cates the possibility of there being a
species of insect that preys upon the

weevil in this Provinee.  Admitting that
insectsdo prey upon cach other, the harm-
less position of the weevil in Euvope com-
paved with this Provinee is quite reason-
able to the benevolent order of nature
and also makes quite apparent that an
increase of knowledge pives an increase
of power, and that cvil experienced is
simply the eflect of misimproved privi-
leges.  Please as soon as convenient give
me your opinion respecting the sugges-
tions here made respecting the weevil.

T was much pleased with the veport of
the Board of Agriculture, particularly as
you have imported some potatoes,

Jors, Dusnsyone.
Nocl, April 24th, 1865.

ALpErNEy Burrn.— A correspon-
dent informs us of an Alerney Bullwhich
is for sale near Halifax < price £15. {We
shall be glad to furnish further par-
ticulars to any individual or society
wishing to purchase.}

Caxava Farver.— Mr. 8. Selden
writes to us in behalf of the Canada
Tarmer, e has conseated to receive
ovders for the publication, and is naturally
anxious to correct an error in regard to
its price, &ec., which occurred in our
notice of the Furmer lust month. The
Canada Farmer is published fortnightly,
being issued on the 1st and 15th of cach
month, and the price is one dollar per
anmnum, and thirteen cents for postage.
It is a remarkably cheap as well as ably
conducted periodical, aud may be read
with much profit by our Nova Scotian
farmers.

Acxicvrnrurar InrLevents. — We
have several communications on this sub-
ject.  Once forall let it be understood by
Agricultural Societies participating in the
government grant that the Board of Ag-
riculture has not sanctioned, and will not
ganction, the purchase, distribution, or
sale of hay forks, manure forks, or such
like implements. The funds of societies
must be devoted 1o the encouragement or
advancement of agriculture, not to the
personal advantage of agriculturists.

Briy ror tie MaxwELTON SOCIETY.
—The Maxwelton Agricultural Society
has purchased a superior Bull, which
took a prize at an exhibition held in the
county of Syduney in the fall of 1863.

Janes W. ParreN.

Prorosep Proucuine Maren ar
ILavreax.—A joint ploughing match has
been partially arranged between the
Dartmonth and Western MHalifax Agri-
cultural Societies.

Miscellancous.

N O I N N O I NN e

DEATH OF COf.. THOMSON, THE
LEADING FARMER OF CANADA.

It is our painful duty to record the death
of this truly estimable and useful man. ‘This
sad event oceurred very suddenly on the
moming of April 20th, the imclfigcncc of
which hias cast a deep gloom over a wide cir-
clo of friends and au,u:\int;\nccs throughout
the Provinve. Mr. Thomson, afler taking
breakfast as usual with his family, left on foot
to attend a meeting of a sub-comnmittee of
the Board of Agriculture in Toronto, and
after having walked about three mileshe was
seen to grasp the fence, amd almost imme-
diately tofull; fife beeame eatinetin a fow min-
utes.  ‘The cause of this awfully sudden visita-
tion was probably apoplexy or the bursting
of a blood vessel in close relation to the vita
organs of the brain or heart.  Mr. Thomson
had enjoyed Iis usual good health tiff within
the last few months, during which time the
symptoms were not at all regarded as of a
serious naturc; and on the very morning of
his death, ho said, before leaving his family,
that he felt better, and le®t in cheerful spirits,
In half'an hour he was a corpse ! thus afford-
ing anothur illustration of the oft-quoted
words: “In the midst of life we are in death.”

Mr. Thomson was a native Canadian, hav-
ing been born in Kingsion,in January, 1794 ;
he had consequently 't recently completed
Lis 7ist year. 1is father emigrated from
Scotland to the then colony of New York
before the American Revolutionary War, on
the outbreak ot which he took up arms in
the service of hig king, and came on military
serviee to upper Canada, where he subse-
quently  settled. Being & man of energy
and sound juilgement, he obtained for himscff
a goud position in society. He married Miss
McKay, of Quebee, also of Scotch origin,
and had several sons, onc of whow, Mr. Hugh
Christopher Thomson, became a member of
the Provincial Parliament, and was the first
Wanrden of the Provincial Penitentiary, but
dicd before he entered on the dutics” ot his
ofice. The clder Mr. Thomsons family,
after some time, left l(ingston and settled tn
the ncirrhbourhood of Toronto, which was
then only au insignificant village.

The subject af this notice during the troub-
lous times of 1812, when only a youth,
volunteered his services in defence of his
country, and soon woun the confidence and
extcem of his superiors for his high soldier~
like qualitics. e reccived a commission for
-aliant services at the battle of Quecnston
Heights, and was sclected, with Ensign
Chatles Denison, to receive the silk colour

resented to the regiment by the ladies of

“ork, now Toronto. e was formany years
a full colonel of militia, and Col.—Comman-
dant of the Fifth Military District of Upper
Canada.

But Col. Thomson was better and wider
known as a steady and energetic promotor
of the most important and peacciul art of
agriculture than for his military services. He
was one of the most active of the few who
formed the Home District Agricultural Socie-
ty,—ono of the earlicst in the Province,~and
he served as tho President or Viee-President
thereof for more than lwemf' years. lo
stood in a sinnlar relation to the Provincial
Association, and became its first President in
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1846. He was the following year clected
again to the same office, and itis not too
much to say that that prosperous organiza«
tion, whick has donc so much for the agri-
cultural and mechanieal arts of Upper Cana-
da, owes move to Col. Thowson than to any
other individual, however zealously and
suceesstully many others have laboured inits
behaltl At the subscquent organization of
the Boavd of Agrienlture, he was unamimous-
Iy clected its President, a position which he
continued to hold tifl the period of his demb,
Thoso who had a personal kuowledgo of the
practical working of the Board, will readily
and gratefully acknowledge the time and
assidious attention which the late President
devoted to his dutivs, which were uniformly
discharged in a faithful, efficient and concili-
atory manner.

Col. Thowmson belonged to a class of Cana-
dians, now almost extinet, wha, notwithstand-
ing the absence in their early days of the
means of liberal education, managed to edu-
cate themselves, and by their persevering
industry, force and integrity og character,
Taid seenrely the foundation of the dowestic
and civil lil% of the colony. He was always
the consistent aml zealous advocate of our
broad system of national cducation, and his
mind was ever open to welcome light, from
whatever source it might come, that would
tend to dissipate the darkness which hung
around both the scienve and practice of agri-
culture. In 1836, he was clected a member
of the Legislative Assembly, for the second
viding of the county of York, now the county
of Pecl, and evineed much energy and a truly
patriotic spirit,dnriug the critical time of the
rehellion, in restoring peace and order on the
basis ‘of constitutional frecdom.  In politics
he may be said to have been a liberal conser-
vative, and as a magistrate, to have enjoyed
the confidence and csteesn of the public. At
both Workl’s Exhibitions in Enatand, in the
years 185t and 1862, he was appointed by
the Government as one of the Canadian
Commissioners, and faithfully discharged his
dutics, with no smali advantage to his uative
couuntry. Ife held also several other oftices
of trast and importance, among which may
he epecified, the Wardenship of the IHome
District Municipal Council, on its first orga-
nization, for several years. Ilc was president
of the Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Come
pany, ani a dircetor of the Canada Landed
Credit Company.

Col. Thomson was thrice married. First,
to Miss Terry, of Scarborough, by whom two
sons and one daughter survive him.  Sccond,
to Miss Ketchum, daughter of Jesse Ketchuto,
forsaerly of ‘foronto, now of Buffalo, by whom
he had one son, who survives fimn,—and third
to Mis. Chisholm, daushter of the Jate Dr.
1ae, of London, C. \(’., by whom he leaves
onc davghi .r

The Colonel's vacant place will long be
painfully felt, at several important Boards,
as also his absence at the gatherings of many
local agricnltural societies, to which he devo-
ted considerable tima and actention.  Being
a good practical farmer hinself, and having
great expericuce in organizing and working
agricultaral socicties, that numcrous and -
portant portion of the community had great
resprect for his judgment and abitity,  With
his own hands hic at one time or other per-
forined cvery operation on the farm,—irom
the chopping and burning of the forest, to
the pertectly cleaved and level fields, and

well stocked pastures of the most advarced
colonial hushandry.  He was among the first
to import and advanee the breeding of pure
stovk, of the various kinds, which are now
snch striking characteristics of the advanced
state of Canadian agriculture.

Mr. Thomson, at various times, undertook
largo contracts on several public works of the
P’rovince, amongst which may be mentioned
the Rideau Caunal, the Credit Harbour, and
the Welland Canal, all of which were execu-
ted faithfully and satisfactorily.

The writer of this hasty and imperfeet
sketeh of the life and character of Mr. Thom-
son, whose intimate frienaship he enjoyed for
nearly eighteen years, would dircet the minds
of bereaved relatives and sorrowing friends,
under 5o solunn and sudden a visitation, to
the hopes and _consolations of onr connnon
christianity.  Mr. ‘Thomsen was an attachicd
uember of the Church of Scotland, and oc-
cupied an important position in that branch
of the British Church in Canada. e took
an active part in the establishiment of Queen’s
College University at Kingston, in connection
with that body, and was for some years one
of the trustees of the institution. He was
also for many years a Vice-President of the
Upper Canada Bible Society. He closed a
long, exemplary and most useful Jife, sudden-
Iy, but we cannot say prematurely ; his work
was done, and he breathed his last, it may be
said, while on his way to perform a public
duty. A long train of appreciating and sor-
rowing friends followed {ns remains to the
Era.vc. and depasited them in a well grounded

ope of a blessed immortality. — Canada
Larmer.

VeGETARLE Dyucration v New
Ziearaxn.~Iua paper on the flora of Otago,
New Zealand, Dr. {V. Lauder Lindsay re-
marks that handy immigrant plants arc gra-
dually displacing the more delicate and saver
herbaceous natives of Otago and New Zea-
Iand. In the majority of cases it is to the
detriment of the colonist, whose ficlds or
pastures are destroyed by the Juxuriant in-
tvuders, though in certain exceptional cases,
for instance tn the pasture grasses and clo-
vers, he is_decidedly and langely benefitted.
Nova Scotia has suffored less from this cause
than most colonies, certainly much less than
Canada, which is becoming over-run with
thistles and other Jarge weeds, in spite of
legislative enactments.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

—

Communications are to be addressed
{pre-paid) to the Secretary of the Board
of Agriculture, Prof. Lawson, Dallousic
College, Halifax,N.S.  Comwmunications
must be in the Editor’s hands not later
than the 15th of the month, if intended
for the ensuing number.

Maxvres.—Weregret that the Printer
cannot find room this month for the
valued communication of Benronv, on
the subject of Manures. It will appear
in our next number.

ADVERITISEMENTS!

LAV LAMAAALL SRR LIAA LM VAN AN VAN AAAR AN WS
ronr SALI!

COTSWOLD SHELP
and BERRSHIRE PIGS.
. . DECIE, Yellisle Fann.
Bridgetown, An, Co., May, 1865.

1865. FRESIL SEEDS. 1865.

(Received per Steamer Canada from England,)

A New Supply of GARDEN SEEDS i—
comprising o1} the most approved catly sorts.

—ALSO—
A Good Assortment of FLOWER SEEDS

from the same source as those which Jast year gave
cntire satisfaction,  Ustatogues will shortly” bo
veady and may be had ou application to

G. IL MORTON, & Co.
Halfax, April, 1865. Qins.

N. B.~Kemoved from Granville Street to Ne.
185 Hollis Street, next the Ustox BasK.

SEEDS! FRESH SFEDS!
AVERY, BROWN & Co,,
Harve Received by the Steamer Africa,—
22 Sacks, 1 Cask, and 4 Cases of
GARDEN AND FIELD SEEDS.

2 Hampers POTATO ONTONS and SHALLOTS.

These Seeds comprize 800lbs of Swedish and
other Turnipy, as well as every approved kind and
vunety of Vegetable and Flower seeds, wluch ato
warranted of the best quahty.

—ALSO I~
Asrpricay and Wiuere Dures CLOVER and
TIMOTHY. Al of which they offer wholesale
at the lowest market prices.
S Agricultural Socicties supphed on the most
favorable fers,
Halifax, April, 1365,

FOR SALE!

A HORSE POWER for Two lorses, with
TURESTHING MACHINE, CIRCULAR
SAW TABLE, and Mill for
Cracking Corn.

—ALSOI—
Some Good SEED BARLEY!
Apply to S. FUPPER, Jr

Bcd!ord.kow.
Halifax, April, 1865.

FOR SALE.
A thorough bred Durham Bull,

Three vears old in May nest. Frowm the purest
strain in England.

Apply to
APEY ) Ewis W. HILL,
March 20, 1865. Falmouth,
————— e ————

The Journal of Ayriculture
~is published monthly by~
A, & W. MACKINLAY,
Ne. 10, Guaxvitne Street,
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA.
Treus oF SUNSCRIUTION:—

“ifty Cenls per anuun—payable in advaace.
Alunited ber of Adverti in connece
tion with Agriculture will e iuserted on stpplicativn
to the Publﬁhem. ’




