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THE:

:‘}fangman speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.”
*This'is love, that we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. VL COBOURG,JUNE, 1832, NO. 6.

From the Christian Bapust.

LAW OF MOSES,~LAW OF JESUS.

The “ moral law,” or decalogue, is usually plead as the rule of life
to believers in Clrist, and it is said that it ought to be preached * ag
a means of conviction of sin.” The seriptures never divide the law
of Moses into moral, ceremonial, and judicial. This is the work of
schoolmen, who have also divided the invisible world into heaven, hell
and purgatory ; who have divided the obedience of Christ into active
passive, and both; who have divided the members 3f the church into
speechless babes, seekers of religion and regenerated saints; who
have divided the kingdom of heaven, or clhristian kingdom, into clergy,
ruling elders, and laity ; and who have philosophized, allegorized,
and mysticized christianity into an incoraprchensible and undefinable
jargon of christianized praganism and judeism.

. We published, seven years ago, 2 speech pronounced to the associa-
tion on this subject, in which we objected.to this division of the law;
the substance of which, if we recollzet right, was this: we objected
to this division of the law, First, because it was unauthorized by either
the Old or New Testament, i e. neither God by Moses, his Son
Jesus Christ, ner Lis apostles, had ever made such a division. They
always spoke of the law as one grand whole. « The law was given
by Moses, but the grace and the truth by Jesus Christ”  “ The law
aud the prophets continued until John the Baptist.” ¢ You are not
under the law,” &e. &e.  Here is po moral, ceremonial or judicial
law, but ¢ the law” Secondly, beeause this division of the law per-
plexas the mind of the student of the bible, who, while be meets the
words * the law,” is puzzled to know which of the three is meant;
whereas, if he would always view the phrase « the law,” when not
otherwise defined, as the one sud undivided law-of Mosed, he would
.never be perplexed. Because, in the third place,” this division is il-
logical or incorrect, as respects the moral and judicial law. All wri-
térs and speakers we have either heard or “scen, blend, in their ex-
positions, moral and judicial precepts, making the latter as moral
as the -former. They have no palpable " or distinguishable criteria
of distinetion. :cause, in the fourth place, they represent the
ten commandments as the moral law; whereas they tell us that
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the law contains two tables: the former teaching religion, or our
duty to God; the second teaching morality, or our duty to our neigh-
bour. This moral law, then, is both moral and religious; these
same divines distinguish religion and morality. In the fifth place,
because one precept of this moral law was as eeremonial as any item
in their cercmonial law, viz: the fourth commandment.  For these
reasons and others, we objected then to this division of the law.—
We have never heard anything said, though much has been said on
that subject, of the least weight to change our views delivered at |
that time. i
But, without going further into the detail on this part of the sub.|
jeet, we proceed to observe, that Moses, the great lawgiver to the'
Jews, delivered ihis lat as a rule of life to the Jews only ; and it was/
all equally important to them, and binding upon them. It was all’
. holy, just, and good, as respected its design ; and equally divine and+
authoritative: He that touched the ark died the death, as wellas:
be who stole the golden wedge. He that offered strange fire upos |
the altar was consumed,as well as he that cursed his father. He that!
gathered fucl on the Sabbath, and he that blasphemed the God of
Israel, were devoted to the same destruction. But the law of Moses,
was given for a limited time. The world was about twenty-five hun.
dred years old b®ore it was given ; © for untd the law, sin was in tbel’
world,” and this law was designed only to continue till the promisel!
seed should come, the great Lawgiver. Moses pointed Isracl to thi:
‘great Lawgiver. Mulachi told the Jews to remember this law untl
Elias should come. The Messiah said plainly, © that the law aud the’
prophets preached till John.” But, “ since that time, the kingdon:
of God was preached.” Paul repeatedly affirms that christ'ans ar ‘
not under the law, butunder the gospel, as a rule oflife. In teach ]
ing the Jews he compared the law to a school-master until Christ |
came ; since faith or Christ came, he assared them they were m:
longer wunder the school-master. He declared they * were et
divered from the law”—¢ they were free from it’— they were deal!
to it.” He says, © it was done away”~— it is abolished”—¢ itis dis;
annulled.” !
Moses had a brother of great dignity, of illustrious fame whos!
name was Aaron. This brother of the lawgiver was divinely ordained!
a high priest, and divine laws ordained concerning him and his sue:
cessors. In process of time the sou of Jesse was erowned king over’
Isracl. under God, who still retained the sovereignty. Concerning
this David aud his successors divine laws were published.  Israel
were under Moses as a lawgiver, under Aarvon as high priest, under
David as king. These three were types of Clrist as lawgiver, pries,
and king. Now the populars and we agree in one grand pointes
this topic. They say that * Jesus Christ is our only prophet, pries
and king” To this we cordially and fully agree. Therefore, we wil
ot subwit to Moscs as our prophet or lawgiver. to Aaron as our high
priest, to David as our king. If we would yield to Moses as our law
giver, wewould yield to his brother Aaron us our bigh priest, and
to the son of Jesse asour king. We honour Moses, Aaron, and

David. We study their bistory. their offices, and their deeds, W
~rroar e}




—

-
—

THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 147

revere them as Messiah’s types. We will treat them with every due
respect ; but will not put ourselves under them. While we aeiznow-
ledge Jesus to be the great lawgiver, the great prophet, the great
high priest, David’s son, and David’s king, we are assured that every
part of Moses' law worthy of our regard has been republished and
re-enacted under more glorious circumsatnees and with more illustyi-
ous sanctions by him—that every item of Aaron’s priesthood has been
fulfilled by him—that every excellent trait in the character and gov-
ernment of David has been exhibited by him, free from imbeeility
and imperfection. Messiah, you gre my only prophet, priest, and king;
for you are worthy.

AMERICAN BIBLE UNION.

This otanization, designed to present to the world a faithful re-
vision of the Buglish Scriptures, is muking praiseworthy efforts in be-
half of the great object it has in view. The following uppeul we readi-
lv lay before our readers.

ArresL ror Praver.

The Board of the American Bible Union affectionately addresses
all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ sincerity: -

Dearuy Beroveo Brerurzey axp Sisters,—The importance of
faithfulness in the revision of the Lnglish Scriptures, cannot be too
highly appreciated. * Beery word of God is pure” No one can
calculate the pernicious consequences of an erroncous, obscure, or im-
perfect translation of @ single passage. DBishop Horne, in his cele-
brated Introduction to the Study of the Iloly Scriptures, states that
“the hardening of Pharaoh’s heart (which idea he regards as the re-
sult of an erroncuvus translation) has been a fruitful source of malig-
nant cavil with the adversaries of the Bible; some of whom have not
besitated to aflirm that this single chapter is sufficient to destroy the
authenticity of the entire Seriptures.”

Every experienced Christian knows, that the most minate portions
of God’s holy word, are precious.

Biussed by the Spirit's influence, they become sweeter than manna
to the taste, while they iinpart renewed vigor to the soul. A single
word or phrase is sometimes made by God the means of awakening
sinners, and moie frequently of comforting and edifying His saints.
How unspeakably important then to remove cvery covering from di-
vine revelation,and to let the Lawmypof Life shine forth in allits native
clearness and brightness ! .

The following are a few of the reasons drawn from the Seriptures
themselves, for particularity in respect to every expression of dcheo-
vah.

Devreronomy, 4: 2 —Ye shall not add te the word that I com-
mand you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it.

Deut. 27: 8 —And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words
of this law very plainly.

Psalm 12: 6—The words of the Lord are pure words: assilver
tried iu a furnace of earth, purified seven times.
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Psalm.119: 140.—Thy word is very purc; therefore thy servant
loveth it.

Psalm. 138 : 2:—Thou hast magnified thy word. above all thy
names.

‘c{ eremiah 23 : 28,—He hath my word, let him speak my word faith-
fu

Habakkuk 2.: 2.—Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables,
that he may ruw that readeth it.

Matthew 4 : 4.—Man shall not live by cating bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Matt. 5 : 19 -—Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least
commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the- least :
in the kingdom of heaven.

Acts 20: 20—-I kept back nothing that was proftable untogou

Acts 20 27 1 have not shunned to declare unto you the whoh.
counsel of God

2 Tiwothy 3 : 16.—All Seripture is given by inspiration of God
and is profitable for docirine, for reproof, for correction, for msczuc :
tion in righteoustess. |

Revelation 2:2: 18, 10.—For I testify unto every man that hear d
eth the words of tae propheey of this book, if any man shall add unte'
these things; God shall add unto him the plagues that arc written !
in this book. A.d,if any man shall take away from the wordsof!
the book of this prophey, God shall take away his part out of the
book of life, and out of the holy city, and from things which arej
writtenin this book. ;

Every false trauslation, either takes from or adds to the word of !
God.  When such faults arve unkuowa and unintende:d, after proper !
diligence has been exercised to diseover it, guilt does Hot attach— .
But when the fault is known and permitted, or when ignoranse rcsu]t;
in negligence, culpabnlxty is unavoidable.

In respect to the fSaghish Seriptures. the importanceof a faithful re-”
visionis inlauced by nwwerous cousiderations, among whick are the
following: /

1. The English is our mother tongue. The Apnstlef; were cow |
manded to begin at Jerusalem.. While we are seeking to give pure ;
versions to the heathen, we should have primary 10541:1 to our own |
countrymen.

2. Itis not improbable that the T'nfrhah lmmnn'e will prevazl
amoag more than half the population of the globe

3. Tae nations.who use this language are the most enterprlsm"
in the world, and the most influential:

4. Pure religion in.its forms, its doctrines, and its practices, s
more prevulenb among them than with other nations, and from this
springs a holy missionary spirit; so that ander God tne world mainly
depends for the maintenance and propagaticn of true Christianiyy
.uron those who use the Enoglish Scriptures.

{* 5. The charaster of a version among the heathen is very hrgelj
influenced by that of English. Most evaugelical missionaries fib
low the rule, which, Rev. Fruncis Mason states guided him in the,

~
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Karen Seriptures. : )

« When the signification of a passage was doubtful in the transla-
tors mind,it has been his rule to render according to the English.”

6. Notwithstanding such influence, which has a tendency in case
of doubt to make the Inglish version the umpire, there are so many
!l clear cases of error in it, that the vgrsions made by our missionaries
differ from it in numerous and very mmportant particulars in which
l the English is 2orong and the others right.

7. Not a commentator has written upon the common version who
has not discovered and pointed out erroneous translations.
8. Not a minister acquainted with the originals, has preached

i for any length of time without firding the necessity of correcting
1| the version.
© 9, The duty is onecf present, daily, and familiar consequence.
' While the effects of its proper discharge must deeply influence future
. generations and the world in general, they must ke imediately and
o powerfully felt among ourseives, in our families, throughout our
"' country. and they must greatly promote the piety of the Christians
"and the glory of Him who gave the word for the benefit of man-
! kind. :
. Impressed by thesc and similar considerations, the Board of the
! American Bible Union are profoundly sensible of the need of Divine
' guidance in their endeavors to secure a faithful revision of the com-
i mon English version. They especially feel this need at the present
, time, when many of the revisors employed by them, both in England
' and Ameriea, arc commencing their work. The Board of Managers
' realize their dependence vpon the direction of God in all their oper-
' ations ; but they sce more than usual reasons for combined and fer-
! vent supplications for heavenly grace and wisdom, to influence the
. hearts and guide the judgment of, those distinguished scholars, to
! whom they have been led by the providence of God to entrust the
duty of examining and correcting the English version.

Influenced by such views and feelings, they appeal to you, as the
children of God and lovers of Histruth, earnestly entreating you to
remember the American Bible Union and its great objects at
the throne of the heavenly grace, and especially to supplicate, that
revisers of the English version may be kept from error of every
kind, and be enabled by the aid and guidance of the Holy Spirit to
render the translation so accurate and faitbful. that it shall be a
correct transerips of His mind as conveyed in the divine originals,

Seevcer H. Cone. President.
Wy H. Wyckorr, Corresponding Secretary.
N B. Pastors are requested to read this Appeal before their
churches,

]
i

’ NO IIL
It is not too much to presume, from conclusions arrived at already,
that the following points are cordially and beartily acknowledged :—

COMMUNION. . N
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1st. The Divius Scriptures, and not the leanings of something
called eharity,are to be our standard in deciding who are the chogen
in Christ.

2nd. Members of Christ's body are made by receiving the doctrine
of the Apostles and obeying it ; in other words, by hearing the mes.
sage of life ealled the Gospel, bclmvtng it, and submitting to it in the;
baptismal burial and resurreetion.

3rd. Those wha are members of Christ’s body, are, by the authonty
of God himself, entitled to the commemorative ublc which is con%L
crated with his name. j

4th. Open eommunion is too open: it creates church membelsbj’
another standard than the orncles, and then gives them a title 1!
feast at the Lord’s board on the first day of the week. |

5th. Close communion i8 too close: it interdicts and proseribes,
without listening to the laws of the Master, with as mueh assurance: )i
as those who fill the rauks of the opposite extreme. ;

6th. Among those who agree in these particulars, and who freely] '
give the hand of fraternal weleome to all who have put on Chrig,
there is a diversity of opinion respeeting the proper treatment of
those who are religious according to what they have learned, but wh
are not Christian citizens,

7th. An opinion is of no authority in the ehurch of Jesus Christ.:
and, whether plausible or otherwise, must never become, prominent

8th. When an opinion becomes practically offensive to any brother
or congregation, the law of Christ puts a veto upon it, and keepsit
from continning to exhibit itself in a practieal and injurious form.

These eight points we believe cover the whole ground so fur asw
have our eye on the subject of communion; and, as there is ome
very tender item in the nbove, not ofren wisely looked at by any elas
of professors, let us touch upon it with all frankness and explicitness
As the reader will conjecture, the delicate point to be consideredis
that which is embraced in the question, How shall we treat these wh
are pious and yet not subjects of Christ’s kingdom, when we are seatel
round the Lord’s Table? Let us remember, Ist. that our Divine,
Master has left no specific directions for this class of religionists—
half hrothers, full ousins, brothers-in-law. or whatever they mayh
called ; and therefore lot us remember, 2ud, that in speaking of thes
friendly people whose piety might cause many 2 citizen of the kin
dom to blysh far very shame, we oy not and dare not affiem anythiyg
by way of taaching, but only opinionatively. The authority of Chris
is the only gvmml of teaching: human counsel and human propriff
4, tha busiz of opi~ion, ;
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But before we touch upon the opinionative side of things—a side
which should alwnys be $ouched with peculiar delicacy and very
great caution (beeause teachingis invariably sufe, while the expressivn
of an opinion may be very unsafe)—Ilet us pay a little more attention
to what can be taught in the nameof Jesus. We wish toaim another
blow at both open and close communion; and in the meantime
exhibit the cardinal prineiples on which the obedient friends of desus
are to meet at the sacred board.  We shall take the aid of a figure.
Elder Open Communion, a very liberal professing gentleman, is
desirous of sceing his people sit at the Lord’s feast comfortably ; and
therefore whiie the new chapel is building he has a railing put around
acertain part of it, and he gives orders to have a certain number of

seute within the railing which encloses what we may call the commu-
nion sanctuary. The Illder counts his fock. selceting with all religious
diserimination those whom Ze regards as pious and fit for what is
popularly called fellowship ; and finding just seventy-one, he takes
by the hand precisely seventy and one to enter with him iuto the
sanctuary to cat thesacred supper.  Elder Close C- mimunion. at the
same hour, same town, and ina chapel furnished with a similar

duce them into the place of the Feast  In addition to faith, piety,
obedionce, aud cliistian eunduct. the Klder must nceds know how
the doctrine of elcctitmysuch as Mr. Ca:vin taught, is reecived, how
Gour ereed” is view. d, und if there be the least fraternal feeling for
any religious men but striet or regular Calvinistic Baptists. The
Elder fiuds thirty-five of the true and pure sort. of vhom he has not
the least doubt that they are “ close” vnough for hin, and he holds
everything tight and tales great care that exactly thaty fve scats
within the railing are filled, neither more nor less

Now we maintain that in both these instances the Feust is not the
Feast of saii.ts at the Lovd’s Table. These Blders take upon them.-
selves to say who are fit to sit and eataud who we not fit to sit at

the table of commemoration. They cannot say to the communicants,
Ezamine yourselves ; but they can say. WE Have £XaMINGD YOU AND
WE FIND YoU wortiy. Had this patent system of communion been
in vogue while Paul took care of the churehes among the Genti'es, he
would not have written on ouo ocasion, He that eateth and drink-
eth unworthily, eateth and drinl eth condemuation to himself”’; but
be would have written to the K'd:r of the cliwch and said to him,
‘Sce that no one sits at, the Commun on Table who will eat and
drink unworthily.” The Apostles themselves did vt ufficiate in ¢his

sanctuary, is at far more pains to discover Zés brethren and intro-
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i capacity in th; Cl-zurcb”(.)t.‘ God when first established. Whevo is the

" fashion.

- which leans neither to one side nor the other.  The party communioni’

; bility that heaven mever authorised; becanse, in the second plact
. Scriptural eommunion is set at defiance—the guests looking ab et

| third place, the Table of the Lord is pushed out of its place to makeil
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authority for it now?

We most heartily enter our protest against all these narrow, mt
shell, sixpenny views and practices when the noble philanthropy of
heaven is to be exhibited. Protestant priests who stand up between
the Lord and the consciences of men, and take upon themselves to
determine who should eat and drink at the sacred Feast, have received-
their license from somc other souree than the author of life. The
Open Communion prineciple is precisely as contracted, meagre,and.
bignted as the other ; but its contracteduess is developed after another

It is difficult indeed to persuade all men that there is such a thing
as standing apon ground occupied by neither the Open nor Clos
Communionists  Very many argue on this subject like the two grea
parties on the subject of Deity.  When the Bible student is asked ifhe
subscribes to the doctrine of the Trinity, and he responds thatbe
finds nothing in the divine creed to warrant the use of such terms; be
is without ceremony set down as a Unitarian. On the other han
when he is enquirved of whether he believes in the doctrine of Unita
rianism, and his response clearly signifies that he regards the Unita
rian doctrine as a speculation never heard of until long arter the
church of Christ was established ; he is then accounted a Trinitaria.
Thus the heterodox and the orthodox drive him tkis way or that wy
according to the pleasure of their own will, never realising that ]
pupil of the Lord is bound to receive the doetrine of the Apostle:

is of the same brotherhood. If hLe finds one who is not of the opa
principle, he ranks him immediately among the close men; and if
he ascertains that he is not a close man, then he is counted with the opn
men. S0 it goes, and so it will go until we learn to stand upon better
beeause holier, ground.

We teach and preach against thesc fashionable forms of communion
because, in the first place, the Leaders or Elders assume a resposst

other rather than at the Author of the Feast; and beeause, in th

a test of fellowship or a standard of membership—a purpose for whid
the Christian lawgiver never designed it.
What, then,do we want? For what do we contend? Woan

. striving for liberty—the “ glorious liberty of the sons of God.” 4
—
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| teachers open out the great principles of ‘the Christian Dispensation;

lot them teach the things of Jesus Christ plainly, boldly, con-
.l stantly, without fear or favor, whether men will hear or forbear, let
" them exhibit the cardinal elements which serve as the great basis of
! Christian communion ; let them speak and say to all men,-that it is
pot any man’s or any sect’s Table, but that it is the Tord's, for those
to feast at who have given themselves to him—those who love, honor,
and obey him ; let them sound out the fact that the great Master has
appointed no man or class of men to choose out persons who may be
" thought fit to sit at the Lord’s table; let them declare the language
* of the Lord—“ Tixamine yourselves”—*see that you do not eat.and
drink to yoursclves condemnation.”

¢Stop, stop,’ ‘says an objecting brother, ‘you will induce every
prefessor who ¢kinks he is onc of the Lord's people to come and take
part 2t the Lord’s Table, spread for those only who are subjects of
the kingdom ; and all who are not subjects, though very devout and
- exemplary otherwise, should be distinctly told that their presence at
" the Lord’s table i8 not to be tolerated.” Our response is, that if
teaching the counsel of God will encourage some of the imperfectly
tanght pious to take their scats at the Communion Table, it is
_simply our opinion that we should not get up an artificial barrier to
| fence them out from the Feast. We assume nothing and take no
 responsibility such as the above objector; for he assumes that his
opinion is law, and by acting upon it becomes in a certain sense

' patties personally interested. And here our pious friends can learn
this most valuable lesson, namely, that it is every way wise to rely
upon something more substantial and trustworthy than a mere
opinion in things pertaining to an acceptance with God, our title to
the blessings of the gospel, and the hope of life.

But it may be objected, that the language we have quoted from
Paul, “ Examine yourselves,” &e., is addressed to those who have
puton Christ. Granted. It stl]l aptly illustrates one of the prinei-
ples of approach to the Liord's Table, not by one professor examining
another, but by each one making examination of himself. The
question of title to the Table of communion is not now before us;
and indeed upon this question, viewed in a matter-of-fact light, there
is mueh unanimity among, all Protestant professors. In pleading
for faith, for baptism, and for subsequent Christian deportment as the

basis of the divine title to the Lord’s Table, who is he that denies we
stand -upon safe, because scriptural, ground? D. OvripHANT.
Vzcton/, New York, June, 1852,

 responsible where he shou'd throw the entire responsibility on the -
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MIMISTERIAL TITLES.

My Dear Breruer Earon—Some of my brethren have been led
to the enquity, How is it that you as a people professing to be guided
solely by the Werd of God, can possibly call your ministers by any
other name than that of Bishops, &c, as in Paul's Epistle to Timothy.
Tor their information, and perhaps a large class of professors. will
you be so kind as to favor us with an article on this subject and also
_the propriety of callinga man though engaged in the work of pro.
claiming the gospel.a “preacher.” Some individuals, honest brethren,
are of the opinion that no man prenches the Gospel in these days, nor
i4 it possible that any man can preach the Gospel since it was preached
by the Apostles—that all any person can do 15 to teach that which
has already been preached, with the - Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven.”

If it should prove that these titles are false, would it not cut offa
good many titles and appellations given to vain erring man—appel-
lations which held eortain individuals up befure the community as
“Divines.? “D. Ds.,” “ Rev D. Ds.” &e¢? For my own part. I can
hardly look at any dznominational paper now-a-cays without feeling
disgusted at the sight of titles. which in my estimation would have
made even Christand his Apostles blush to wear.  Men teaching the
holy religion of Christ with him who was lowly. meek withont guile,
unassuming, for a pattern. and yet -exaited by yride and vain-glory,
aveariug the mark of the heast upon them in the form of titles. &e
How clearly the prophet Isatak suw these cays in which we ive.
am inelined to think that the 55rd chapter of Isaiah does nut mean
altogether man in an ~ unregenciate state.” Many do in these
days rejoice in the hope of salvation threugh Lim who lias - borne our
sorrows.” By thewr examplc they fu'ly deelare that they esteem him
as @ man - sicicken of Goo ond aghicied ™ They are not willing to
stoop to the plain yeb humbie tities of the men who waded through
fire and bload to ive them the ~ Luowledge of salvation”  « Pride
goeth bafore destruction. and a banghey sperit before a fall”  Inview
of this. Brather Eaton. I am inclined to helieve that the day is not
fardistant when tuc loftv mountains in Tsrael shall be levelled by
the equalising spirit of Gorl's menth. and  Mystery Babylon™ “be
found no more at all”  Mav heaven speed the day when righteous-

ness shall cover the whole earth.
Your brother in Christ, J.D.

WESPONSE.

My pEar Sir,—I can-see no impropriety in calling a teacher of
the truth a “preacher of the Gospel.” That the Gospel has been
announced by the Apostles, and a record: of the sentiments uttered
handed down to us, do not preclude the necessity of  re-proclamation
of the same facts. Our fathers may have.been good linguists and
mathomaticians ; but if they neglect us—if they refuse to giveus
instructions<we need teachers as much as thoso who first studied
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these sciences. Qur instructors are as really teachers as those who
first became acquainted with science. Paul wasa *preacher and an
Apostle” (1 Timoathy ii. 7). He exhorted Timothy to * preach the
word” (2 Tim. iv, 1) and he further taught him that if he gave
attention to his instructions, he should become a good “minister of
Jesus Christ.” (1. Tim. iv. 6. Hence I conclude that it is seriptural
and seasonable to call those who devote themselves to the proclama-
tion of the Gospel, Ministers, Preachers, Proclaimers or Heralds of
the Gospel or glad tidings of salvation. Evangelist is a name nearly
equivalent to theabove. Minister is more extensive in its meaning.
All the officers of the congregation may properly be called Ministers ;

appellation, the phrase “ Minister of the Gospel” to any other desig-
nation for one laboring as a teacher of the truth—an overseer of the
church, and as a herald of life and salvation. But I would not

spend time and strength in the discussion of the application of any of
l these terms to those who performed the indicated work.

As to the term Bishop: it has so long been misapplied, and is, to
my mind, so manife:tly an improper translation of the Greel Lpis-
copos. that T seldom use it. The Baptists and dignitaries of the
Anglican ("rurch, who gave us the common version, were neither
unfurm ucr cousistent in their reudering of this word. Take a few
instances.  In Piul's address to the Elders of the church at Ephesus,
he rays = Take heed, therefore. unto yourselves, and to all the flock
over which the Holy Ghost hath made you (Lpiskopous) overseers ;"
(Acts xx. 23)  Why not translate the word - Bishops,”here 2 Was

it because the congregation at ¥phesus had so many, and it would,
i tpercforc: mi?itate agaiust one man being a bishop over ﬁft).f congrega-
l tions 7 Auain; Peter, to the Blders of the churches in Pontus,
" Gulatia. Cappadocia, Asia and Bythinia, says: « Feed the flock of

Clirist which isamong you, taking the oversight (Episkopountes) not
i| by constraint, but willingly , not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind,
! &e” Here they were compelled to translate the word “oversight™
“ they could net warp in the word Bishop without a circumlocution.
‘! But when Paul says, if a man desire the office of ( Epuskopes) Bishop,
| he desives a good work,” (1 Timothy, iii 1). Or when Peter says
| Ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned uuto the
i Shepherd and (Episkaopon) Bishop of your souls, (1 Petcr ii,25) they
h translate the original Bishop. Why nota uniformity? Why over-
', seer in one place, and the same word Bishop in another? Nothing
l“i in the connexion, that can be given as a reason. Epislkopos means an

but not proclaimers or Evangelists. I therefore prefer, asan ordinary |
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overseer—an instructor, guardian, patron, supenptendent &e., and
should have been so rendered ; but what then would have become of ’ ,
the Bishop's dignity? The common people know the meaning of )
the word overseer ; and the man who sces his workman but once a "
year at most—seldom as often—would not be a faithful oversecr;

but call a aan a Blshop, andto the mass it meansa great man—an |
awful dignitary in % the church.” '

TFor these and many other reasons, I seldom apply the term to the “
Overseers of the Lord’s congregation.  When such are 40 or 50 years !
old I often address them as Klders; but when they possess seriptural I
qualifications and discharge their dutms faithfully, whatever may be .‘
their age or secular ealling, I would designate them as overscers of ‘
the congregation of the Lord. !

The profanity of addressing men as Divines (Gods), Reverend, '
and Very Reverend, and Fathers.in God, is so manifest. I marvel "
that so many good men allow themselves to be thus addressed. But
it is the fashion, and these great men must please the world; they
know the * world will love its own.” % When in Rome we must do
as Rome does,” is & maxim that few lose sight of. W.W.E

—_————
POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES.
NO. VL

“You are disorganizers” is an accusation hurled against the
Disciples by those whose religious schooling has given them a strong
bias in favor of theology which shapes itself according to modern
taste. The chargeis acknowledged ; not, however, in the sense in
which it is made. We certainly desire to be disorganizers by weak-
ening and destroying whatever is anti-seriptural and untruthinl ; and
for this we have the highest authority and the very best example.
But our principles arc not disorganizing in any opprobrious or evil
scuse.  As far from it as the heavens are higher than hades. No:
our pleadings wherever successful bring order out of confusion, make
peace where there is strife, and produce spirituality in the room of
the genteel vices and religious profanity of the times.

What Protestant would not gladly disorganise the Romish Church? '
Who would not like to lend his influence in such a work? There is
not a Protestant on earth but would, if he could by moral means,
overthrow the ramparts which environ the eity of the Great Babylon. '
It is no secret why. Every one believes that the elements and power:
of that ecclesiastical organization are essentially and irretrievably
corrupt. Protestants, then, every one of them, are disorganizers!

—
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And Joes not every weil read man know that one of the unpardonable

char«rcs against the first Reformers who fought the « Ioly Apostolie
| . Clureh,” was that they taught diserganizing doctrines? And the
. charge was true ! But not as the Romish priests and bishops meant
l: it. Tyndal, Wycklifie, Huss, Luther, Knox, and many others with
: them were disorganizers. It could not be otherwise. Romanism was
. not Christianity ; reformation was necded; and therefore wherever
these prmmplcs were introduced, the old clements received their
death-blow

So it was when christianity began its triumphs. TFrom the temple
in Jerusalem to the furthest Kast of Judea's Province, and to the
furthest West of the boundaries of Galilee, the Jewish Elders and
, Doctors ruled with uninterrupted sway. Jesusappears. He breathes
words and utters prineiples which strike at the established customs.
¢ Henceforth,” says he, “ there shall be three against two and two
against three.”  1lis doctrize finally disorganizes the whole nation,
What a disorganizer! And behold the working of the Apostle who
was sent to bear light to the world of Gentiles. Temples are deserted,
: idols destroyed, conscerated books burned, and even priests turned

fame than they desired on account of the effects of their labors.—
¢ These men who turn the world up side down are come hither also,”
was said of them in bitterness while they were pleading the claims of
i | the Saviour in a certain city.

!; Such were the upheavings, such the disturbances of the old clements
i among Jews and Geutiles, when Jesus and his witnessing Twelve
il introduced the religion of this dispensation.

From these premises we are willing to draw two arguments; 1st,-

' that the founders of our divine religion, in one aspect of their labors
. were disorganizers while they were organizing the church of Christ ;
" and 2ndly, if the Apostles and Jesus bimself could not teach withous
. giving offence and stirring up the wrath and enmity of their cotem-

'I poraries, it is not 0 be wondered at if those who in these days seck |

. to re-proclaim like prineiples, shall stir up opposition also. IIence the
frlendl3 reader may be assured that we are not intimidated when it is
affirmed that our doctrine is disorganizing, nor are we to be discour-
aged when 2 multitude stand up against usopposingly and call us hard
names. We cannot suffer more in these respects than those who have
gone before us.

il It is indeed curious to hear some sincere men talk about established

away from their former services, wherever Paul suceessfully pleads |
Jesus and him crucified. The Apostle and his coadjutors had more |

|
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| there is a *preacher” and a few adherents, there is a church;—but

customs and venerated usages. Blind argument! Carried a single
step to a legitimate issue, it would slay every Protestant from the
least to the greatest ; for surely if customs are made obligatory by
the length of time they have been established, the adherents and
worshippers of the supreme Bishop who sits on St. Peter’s Chair are
the nearest the truth, and Protestantism is a deception from first to
last. Some of the pious men of our time, are therefore only imitating
the loyal sulijects of the Pope when they affirm that we must bow to
customs because they have been long established ; and indeed. it
they only knew it, they yicld their Protestant principles in full; and,
if the logic be admissible, the quicker we are all found in the arms
of the Papacy, the safer for us.

But in pleading for the pure teaching of Ileaven as devcloped in
the Record written by God’s own pen, we do not. we cannot disorgan-
ize what is of God. Paityism indced may suffer in the corfict;
but partyism is worth little even in the esteem of thore who are most
imbued with it. The things of party are not the things of salvation;
and only the things of salvation are thereforc valuable. Now.in
raising our standard for wlat is divine. there can be nothirg of a
disorganizing cLaracter to be feared.  Hence, therefore. instead of the
frightful ery of disorganization. let the opposers put their fingers on |
the passage in God’s Holy Word by which our position or prineiples !
are discountenanced or condemned; or let it be shown that our
principles condemn any word, sentence, sentiment, or doctrine. in the
one Divine Book. Is not this fair?—is it not candid ?—is it not
right?

The simple organization and beautiful order of the christian church
have not only been perverted ; but the establishment and perpetuance
of churches have been reduvced to a speculation. Money and minis-
terial grace have become the bonds and cements of ccclesiastical
organizations rather than the truth and Jove of the Gospel. The
church primitively was a company of faithful men, redecmed frem
sin, who edified themselves and gave light to the world; now the
church consists of a set of articles and doctrines, which aiticles and
doctrines are to be implicitly subseribed to, and the adherents to pay
a tax to a clergyman whose business is to do the religious thinking. !
preaching. exhorting and praying for all coneerned. Thus wherever

———

no minister, no church. And if there be no money there will be no
minister!! Thus the religion of our Lord has been converted into
an iniquitous speculation; and infidelity, the natural fruit of religious
hypocrisy, has risen upon the ruins of the christian church.

p——
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Now, because the Disciples expose these awful departures from the
faith, and honestly endeavor to be led themselves and to lead
others by the inspired models given us by the Lord's Apostles, ac-
knowledging what is good, and rejecting only what is buman in all
theological systems, we are treated by many as though we denied the
religion of God, and spurned at religion itself.

Union, peace and love, are manifestly rich and true fruits of the
Spirit, without which ehiistianity has no artraction: and it is equally
manifest that this union, this peace. this love, must rest upon the
firm. broad. sure basis of truth. Where there is no sueh basis, there
can be no union in the true and proper sense of the term. The plat-
form must be us wide asthe seope of the gospel—as strong as the power
of the Spirit—as reliable a8 the auth.ority of Jehovah—as enticing as
the charms of salvation. * Where. in Protestantism, shall we find such
a basis or a proposition looking in anywisc towardsit? We answer,
without @ boast. that if found at all. it is found in the pleadings of
those who resst party tenets and party tests. and wrge the whole
professing world to 1eturn to primitive growid; and instead of the
charge of d’sunion beirg applicable to these new's labors who take
this star d they ae to be viewed as the only real promoters of union.
And here we may. witl out a retaliatory intent. gravely jut to our cp-
pouents the very simple question. What have the numerous branches
of Protestant Ciur'stiwdea dune. or what are they now duing, {ur the
comprehensive and wide-embiacing unity of the Gasyel of Gud’s Son?
Are not parties new  jaities. constantly formirg amerg the very
penple who have tie greatest dread of anything callid primitive?

" Duriy ¢t ¢ three centuries in which the prineiples of Protestants have
throwr the light of Catlel.cisim into the shade. bave not innumerable
parties w.d most mischicvous sects arisen to fight that against this,
and ths ngainst that with all the animesity of yolitical or p1aticnal
warfure © Petty foundations have been laid. a1nd etty organizations
defended . but where is the unity? Lat us ask again—where 97—
With wihat an il grace. therefore. comes tle common ety of, - You
create division.” frem persous and yaitics who live. move. and have
their being in contention. aud whose prineiples necessaiily lead to
farther and greater division !

But after all. this is not the argument to be used, though it is ar-
gument enough in oneaspect of the subject. Tle yuestion, the great
question. is, ~ What saith the Scriptures?” We love union; we
plead for union; we work for union; we deprecate disunion; and
thut we may kaow bow to destroy the seeds of division,and do allin

1
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our power for the unity recommended by heaven, we look at the
brotherhood which existed when the Gospel was first preached and
took eficet. “ One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father

of all” formed the basis of that holy union which was the wonder of -
the world for ceuturies; and shall we be told that such a basis as -

this las now a tendeney to ereate discord and strife? And if we are

found advocating union upon this heaven-laid foundation,is it not

perceived that those who oppose our efforts do most certainly oppose -

the authority of the head of the chureh ?

But what produces division? This is the query. Will not all
respond with us— The teacking of men, and not the tenehing of
God.) Well, then, who is it that venerates, loves, and follows the
customs and counsels of men? Who is it that relers to traditionary
authority 2 Who is it that ercets human piatforms, and espouses

human organizations?  Are there any who have courage and candor

to amswer these questions ?

Tle truth is, more than one Lord is acknowledged-—several faiths
have been manufactured and consecrated—a rariety of baptisms are
in fashion—and the God and Father of all has been speclated upon;

and hence apostacy in doctrine has been followed by apostacy in i

practice. The bouds of union have been broken; and division, con-
fusion, and every unhallowed work have been and now are the result.
The Disciples deplore the evil, and invite all men to the remedy—not
our remedy but God’s.

Christian union, however, is not & union of opinion. To unite men
in opinion is impossible ; but to unite men in the truth of the Liord
Jesus is what has been in the past, and will be again so soon as the
primitive order supercedes the traditionary dogmasof our fathers
and contemporaries. But what is opinion?—what is truth? We
must speak of these more fully. ’ D: Orienaxt.

Port Hope, 1852.

MARRIAGE—ANOTHER SENEX.

Dear Brorier OrirnaNt.—\What is brother ¢Senes” driving at
under * the marriage question” in a late issue? Is he afraid that
christians will not avail themselves of an unlimited privilege to marry
whom they think best, ¢ choose well” of human kind, restricted only,
I presume, to one as long as he or she lives? If this be his feeling,
I must say I do not sympathise with him. My fears are; that many
act so recklessly in reference to this most important relation, that
caution is needed such as is implied in his second page at the bottom
«if they make a judicious choice they may be happy; but if an
unjudicious choice, misery will he the result.” This is much more
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.necessary than to explain away the Scripture restrietion as he

attempts to do.

Auy clristian coming to the Word of the Lord only for instrustion
will perceive that the intermarriages of the sons of Gud with -the
daughters of men, (Gen. vi) is there recorded with disapprobation,
and as a warning to others. To support his notion, brother Senex
labors to show that the phrases “of God.” “of men,” are equivalent!
and thgt the antedeluviansenjoyed the liberty of marrying * all which
they chose” Il might add that the Israclites enjoyed the libgrty
of worshipping Baal, &e., but that does rot prove it was right  His
second witness, 1st Cor. vii 39, he says “beyond all dispute to be
married ‘only in the Lord’ is a spiritual marriage, &e.” I, and I
think almost all except himself dispute this—and for good reasons:
Ist, because the \postle gives dircetions to those who were already
“married to him who is raised from the dead,” and could not mean
what Senes says it does; 2nd; because Paul could not judge it hap-
pier for a widow to,abide so than to be “married in the Lord” in
Scnex’s view of that phrase.

1 pass to his third aud last witness to prove that according to the
law and the gospel, " - the whole of ‘Adam’s posterity have the liberty

. to be married to whom they will.”  Axd must not the reader be sur-

prised to be here referred to the daughters of Zelupheod, who were to’
b married only to the family of the tribe of their father, (Numbers
Y ¥ )
xxxvi6). Not one of his witnesses speak to the sulject at all, much
less prove “ that the whole of Adam’s posterity have the liberty of
1

being married towhom they will,” provided we mean not by liberty”
power to do “wrong as well as right” T may have misunderstood
the meaning which he attaches to liberty.  Thus I have briefly noticed
his arguments, and wish he may see their irrelevanee.

I will now, with your permission, offer soe thoughtsto the serious

: your : S
conzideration of thuse who are mewbers of churches and wnmarried.
Dear Lrothers and sisters: before you ailow voursclves to tuke the
Jy b

first step tuwards this most important relation, view the subject with
prayeziul consideration in all its bearings in relation to yoursclves,
and your posterity, fur time and eternity ; notwithstanding all that
Senex preaches tothe contrary, you must diseover (especiully as there

. i3 no reason for a different course) the expedieney of marrying

it

i
H
il

christians. I must doubt the christiauity of the individual who can
make a choice of a companion for life, in sickness and in health, of
one who is nowise yualified to lielp in the way of usefulness here, nor
prepared for heaven hereafter. And Y am certain thatin order to
being up children in the ways of the Lord. the best efforts of both
pavents are nceded. All who are anxious to train their offspring for
everlasting Yife, know this to be true, while they also kunow that it
would fill their hearts with sadness to raise a family of mere auimal
men and women. :

Sevex and others who desire to be taught 72 one way, may say,
“where there is no law there isno transgression.” Show us the
prohibition. " I am tired of the pertness and confidence with which
some in this style speak. Who could show the law to those who eat
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inidol's temples ? and yet they sinned against Christ and azainst the {!
brethren. It is not from legislation only that we learn the way of
duty; but from the study of the sacred Oracles in every form in whish
they address us.  On the subject before us. their testimony is clear
and decisive from Noah's day. God prohibited Israel from inter-
marrying with the nations-for fear of twrning them from his own
worship to that of false gods. The King of Moab at the suggestion
of Baalam, by this means brought wrath upon Israel; and Solomon
caleulating that it was impossible for him to turn idolator, feared no
danger and married many strange women, who succceded in turning
away his heart from God, so that we find him in his old age going
after the goddess of thv Sidonians and the abomination of the Am-
monites, and building high places for other gods in the lLill before
Jerusalem. If the fashion now was. for every one whose heart was
turned away by this means. to offer sac-ifices to idols, there would be
many high places in the hill before (eur) Jerusalem (1 Kings xi7)
I could fill pages with names who ones bid fair for cternal life and
have turned from the ways of godliness by marrying ungodly persons, '
and can we wonder at it when they tuke no warniug?

Avy intelligent Disciple must know that the primitive Jewish
Cliristians wore cast vut of the synagogue; and consequently could
not, if unmarried, have the privilege of marrying one of that nation;
and their education in the scriptures as well as their prejudiees
would prevent their mariying a heathen. so their circumstances
favored their duty to marry christiausonly  Twe Gentile converts
were in circumstances resembling the Jews: and it appems  that
instead of thinking it safe to marry an infidel or ja.an, they were
in doubt cancerning the propricty of living with their unbelieving ‘
partners. until corrgeted by the Apostle. At that  time,
however. the boundary line between the church and the world was
more defivitely marked ; those who feared Ged and wronght right-
eousness were o one side, and those whu cared for none of these
things were on the other Now it is dilferent  In the chnreh we
have those whose christian eharacter is very imperfectly deve.oped,
and we find some who fear God aund govern themselves more hike
christians than church members, who never were bagptized ; aud when
such is the case, T am of opinion that if christians marry those whose
characters have been formed under the influenee of the Gospet, thuugh
they may not be church members. they sin not

In conclusion, I would only add, that in the present . :ate cf society
1 cannot see any reason for any christiun where be cam begin to
maks an excuse for marrying an unbeliever, much less an ungodly
person.  ~I speak as unto wise men; judgs ye what I say.”

The Lord give us wisdom in all things. ANOTHER SENEX,

Grimsby, June 23rd, 1852.

OUR MEETING IN ERIN.
At 2 meeting of the Provincial Co-operation of the Disciples of
Chriet, for the spread of the Gospel, held in the village of Erin, on
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Saturday, the 12th June, 1852, Brother Alexander Anderson was
appo. *ted Chatrman, and James Lesslic, Secretary.

The Scerotary of the Committee of Management for last year,
Brother William Oliphant, submitted the annual Report, which was
unanimously adopted.

The Treasurer of the Committee, Brother L. Parkinson, submitted
also his account for the year, which was read and adopted.

REPORTY
OF THE SECRETARY OF TIE COMMITTEE OF Ct-OPEKATION.

The Committee of the Provincial Co uporation,in presenting to
the Churchos a report of their proccedings during their term of
office, now expired. desire to state that they have acted under a sense
of the vast importance of the work cemmitted to their care. To
sound out the word of life for the salvation of a lost world would
seem to be a work so peculiarly worthy of God and good men—
so execedingly important, honorable and glorious, as to call forth all
the best effurts of tho people of the Lord.  Yet it has been the Jament
of good men of every ago. that their labors in the Lord's cause have
been eomparatively feeblo and ineflicien.. How rarely oue can be
found who ean truly say, “for me to live is Christ.” The first thing
to which the attention of your comumittee was direeted, was the liqui-
dation of a debt for which certain members of a former eommittee
had beeome personally responsible. “

Your Committee, through the aid of a few churches applied tc,
were enabled to relieve those brethren from all liability in the matter
referred to.

The funds of the Cooperation being exhausted; and your com-
mitteo cousidering it inexpedient to employ laborers without havingin
hand ecither the means, or satisfaotory assurances of means, to remu-
nerate those employed, resolved, in couformity with a suggestion
adopted at the last annual meeting, to send to the churches a special
messenger, to receive contributions and pledges for the support of
Evangelists.

With this vicw a correspondence was entercd into with Brother A.
P. Jones, who consented to visit the churches in behalf of your com-
mittee.  Circumstanoces, however, prevented his leaving home as
contemplated ; and your committee were subsequently enabled to
avail themselves of the efficient services of Brother Auderson, whose
labors resulted in the obtainment of contributious and promises to the
amount of upwards of £142. '

Your committee being thus enabled to enter upon their proper
business—that of sending forth laborers into the fields. which are
already white unto harvest—immediately endeavored to find suitable
persons for the work. But here difficulties were met which appeared
almost insurmountable, With an earncst desire to labor on the part
of those applied, each had his peculiar obstacles and embarrassments,
which constrained him to say, I pray yon have me excused. After
considerable, yet necessary, delay, in the way of negotiating and

—a
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" corresponding, your committee obtaincd rthe services:of ibrethren
Black and Oliphant, whose zeal and devotion your committee feel
- confident will be duly appreciated by:the ibrethren, .An account of
their proceedings and labors would ng doubt be interesting;‘but -as
this will in due course be furnished by themselves, your committee
would merely express the convietion that.thus far the. blessing of the
Lord has attended their.efforts. .

Ycur committee were applied 40'by one of the contluctors of ‘the
Christian Bunner, for aid in placing that periodical on a more satis-
factory basis, by directing the special attention of the brethren to the
-importanee of the subject. Your committee, under the impression
rthat this did not properly come under the seope of their jurisdiction,
crespectfully deelined acting in the matter. ‘Yet, for the sake of the
«eause of truth,and of those more immediately concerned in the
_publication of the Bwnncr. they would now. with all due deference,
urge upon the brethren the importance of answering. in the wmost
decisive manner, the question, Is it expedient or inexpedient to make
zealous efforts to sustain the Christian Bunner until it shall be
self-sustaining ?
Your committee fecl that they eannot propeily close without di-
recting attention to the nature of certain difficulties or objections
presented by brethren who weresolicited to labor for the Co-operation.
These brethren-are devoted to the Lord. and willing to spend aud he
spent in his serviee, They reason thus. = We desire to serve the
| Lord, not simply for a few months or a year; but for life. or <o long
.as God shall grant ability, We stipulate for no monthly or yearly
allowance. If the brethren will say to us. The Lord has need of
you; do the work of an Kvangelist, and we will provide for you and
-yours the things that are needed. we will Jeave ali and labur to the
extent of our ability. But to labor for a few months as ministers of
the gospel, then resume our sceulur pursuits with diminished ability,
but inereased necessity, arising from the derangement of our business
and again serve as Bvangelists—our affairs meantime beconsing more
and more entangled—this appears like a fruitless attempt to serve
two masters.  We must therefore decline aceepting the all of the
brethren until 2 more sceriptural system be introduced ™
Your committee fe!t they had no authority to say, * Lemve ¢V, and
you will be provided for.” But they leave it with the brethren to
say -whether or not it is practicable to wodify the presentsystem of
employing ivangelists. so that those employed could give themsclves
wholly to the work. In view of the inconvenience :experienced by
Evangelistswho have found it necessary oecasionally to attend to-their
private affairs, your committee deemed it expedient to allow those
" they might employ to distribute nine mouths’ labor throughout the
| year. It isintimated that at-the expiration of thesterm of service of
| the ministers now employed, there.will remain-in the treasury a balance
_of about £10,.availible for the general puzposes.of the Co-uperation.

Shall the Proviacial Co-operation be.permanently established; or shall.

The ‘attention .of the brethren has been directed to. the-question,—. |

" smaller-Co-operations be substituted ? However this-subject may be .|

S —
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disposcd of, your committee firmly trust that' the brethren are fully
determined to operate and co-operate to the extent of their ability, in
extending the knowledge of the glorious gospel of the blessed God.
For themselves aud those with whom they are more immediately
connected, your committee would say that they feel increasingly alive
to the luty of sending forth chosen persons who are willing to spend
and be spent in the service of the great King, who aione is worthy of
all dominion in heaven and on earth. o

Brethren, let us persevere unto the end. In due time we shall

. reap if wo faint not. ~ May the Father of Mercies pardon our short-

comings, and work in us more fully to will and to do of his good
picasure, and to his glorious name be aseribed all praise foreer.
James Kineovmy President.
Winiay OQuienant, Secretary.

Tie names of the churches and of the hrethren representing them
were then called for, and were as follows :—

Svutle Dorchester.—Brothers Raundall Beutley, and Amos Whitte-
more.

Ruinkam.~~Brothers Asher ITolmes and Leonard Yager.

Esqucsing .—~Brothers Peter Laird and James Menzies.

Lrin.—Brothers Dugald Thompson and Hugh McMillan.

Lramosa East.—Brothers William Oliphaut and James Iivans.

Eramosa Test.—DBrothers Lazarus Parkinson and R. Royce.

Loamosa Ceutre —Brothers John Bsutchart, Jr., and Duncan An-
derson. :

Toronto City.—Brothers Thomas C. Scott, and James Lesslie.

Osharca.—Brothers John Dovle and Asa Burke.

Piclering ~~By letter from Bider Barelay.

Licton —Brothers Gilbert Trumponr and Thomas Ketchum.

King.—Brothers John Ross and Gabriel Wells. e )

The Charman then ealled the attention of the brethren to the duty
of deciding whether the existing organization for the purpose of
sending out Evangelisls should be sustained, modified, or changed.—
A diseussion then arose upon the uestion, in which most of the
delegates took part.  The chureh at Rainham was desirous to aid in
any arrangement to soud out a sufficient number of Evangelists into
the field, and particularly into that neighborhood. The church at
Aylmer had no weny of forming a losal organization, and were
desirods to aid, by every meaus in their power, the spread of the
Gospel. The cliurch at Esquesing. desired a continuance of the
present arrangements, being unable of themselves to sustain an
Evangelist. The brethren at Erin preferred dissolving the present
organization and forming one of a local character. Eramosa Rast ji
preferred upholding the present system of co-operation. FEramosa ||

. o
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West desired an organization of a local character. The centre church
in Eramosa desired a lesser co-operation; but were prepared to
submit to the decision of the majority. Toronto City, by its repre-
sentatives from the church, was favorable to the existing arrange-
ments. The brethren from Oshawa urged strongly the continuance
of the present arrangements. The Picton church were very desirous
for an organization with other bodies near their own locality. ‘Tne
church in King, having no hope of forming another organization
which would be likely to subserve the interests of the cause, desired
to continue the present co-operation. The chureh at Pickering com-
muunicated by letter that their peculiar circumstances rendered it
inconveunient for them to contribute to the co-operation during the
coming year.

It was then Resolved, That the present Co-operation be continued
and sustained for one year.

It was then unanimously Resolved, That the following brethren
shiould form the Coemmuittee of Mauagement for the year, namely:
Brethren L. Parkinson, W. Oliphant, J. Kilgour, Alexr. Anderson,
R. Royce, James Mitehell, Hugh MeMillan, Chailes MeMillan, and
Alexander Adams.

The Chairman having reminded the brethren of the success which
attended the employment of a messenger to visit the churches, in
order to the raising of funds, desired an expression of the minds of
the brethren upon the subject. It was then Resolved, That the
Committee be empowered if they deem it necessary, to send an agent
to yjsit the churches, in order to stir them up to a spirit of liberality,
and to receive their contributions.

The attention of the meeting was called to the recommenda-
tion givenin the report of the Committee that the monthly
periodical published by Brother Olipbant should be more generally
sustained. A statcment was then read showing that it now paid
cxpenses. An earnest appeal was *hen made to all the churches,
there represented, to employ their utmost efforts to extend its circu-
lation as an important means ol aiding in the spread of Divine |
Truth. o |

The enquiry was then submitted, Where shall the next meeting be |
held? when it was Resolved, That it Le held in the Village of
Williawmsville, in the Towuship of Rainham, o1 the third Friday in
June, 1853. ’ .

A vote of thanks was then formally tendered by resolution to the
Committee for last year; but was, by request of its members, set
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aside as formal and unnecessary. The approbation exprossed by the
meeting of their labors during the year, was the best manifestation
of the thanks of their brethren.
It was then Resolved, That the Report of the Committee and of
the proceedings of the Meetiny be published in the Clristian Bunner.
The meeting closed with devotional exercises about 9 P. M.
ALEXR. ANDERSON, Chairman.
4. LESSVUIE, Scretary.
Frin Village, June \2h, 1852,

.S The day following a letter was received from Brother William
Bradt. of Jurdan, intimating that the church in that willage would

also to employ an Evangelist for that section of country Kast of
Hamilton.

———

LABOURS OF EVANGELISTS.
REPORT NO. V.

[By reason of iudisposition. I have been prevented for a season
from laboring with brother Black —D. Q.]

Brorasr OrirnaNt,—In some localities there are more obstacles
to the progress uf the gospel than in others; but the most discouraging
of all arc to be met with where the trath has been professed and not
honured by its avowed friends.  In the present state we donot ex: eet
to find «// who profess the faith coutinuing faithful ; but under proper
training, I believe the majority will be kept from apostacy.

Near twenty years ago the original gospel was received in Prince
Edward Bistrict; and tfrom that time to this, it bas had to strusgle
agatust many seriows diffealties such as would have disevuraged tried
friends. were it not for their confidence in its divine origin aud the
blessing of its sithor  Among its first advoeates in that place, were
men of cousiderable taleut and tact, but deficient in (or rather desti-
tute of) piety. ‘Their efforts terminated on the elucidation and
enforeement of first principles, and exposing sectarianism, a .d family
worship was considered an item of this ism. Alorg with this,
discipline in the churches was neglected to such a degrer that they
¢suld hardly maintain their visibility. I need not write the history
of the cause here any further than to say that they now all see the
necessity of making an effort to recover themselves from every error
into which they had fallen. I labored among them alone for some
time, and was treated with all christian kindness that could be
manifested toa brother; and I cannot but hope things that accom-
pany salvation from them.

They have many gifted and intelligent brethren there; and if they
succeed in organizing themselves into harmonious working churches,
they will be a blessing to the County of Prince Edward.

contribute ten pounds to the funds of the Co-operation; but designed

| .

James Brack. ]
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REPORT NNO. VI

Having understood from the brethren in Prince Edward that they |
would like brother Doyle to spend some time with them, I called !
upon him and Elder Ash at Gshawa, on my return, and stated my |

own convictions to be in accordance with the brethren’s wish ; and
after some deliberation, it was agreed that he and myself should forth-
with make them another visit. 3 s socn 2s we could get ready, we
returned and commenced our lehors with tie brethren at Hillier.—
The church that used to meet there, ceased to meetas a church.
Many went back {o the world, and the faithful few became discouraged.
Our object was to try to rally them; and Lefore we left them we had
the pleasure of secing thewm reorganiie; and several who backslid
confessed their faults, and enited with them. Their Elders are Wm.
Whitney and Daniel Spencer; and Erother Cornelius Ainsworth
promnises to labor ameng them in word and doctrine.  Brother Jacob
Platt, of Athol, and others continued to meet at West Lake, for
edifying themsalves and publishing the word; but owing to some

difficulties in the way, many brethren and sisters did not meet with
them. Al the brethren were anxious to be united in the truth which i

they love ; and we had the plea.cre of witnessing a most interesting
meeting of all who could attend at brother James Ketchem’s, when
the good sense, christian intellizence and strong attachment to
Christ and each other exhlbited. gave us satisfactory assurances of
good times coming. Their Elders are brethren Heury Lambert.
Gilbert Trumpour. Sunson Pzlen, and George Werden.  Brother J.
Platt is considered by all the neighborliood to be 2 good 1 aud a
good preacher. The only baptisin here was that of a very young girl
who had a religious training from infancy.

Brother Doyle promised to spend one-fourth part of the present
year among them ; and I trust by his labors the churelics wiil be edi-
fied, and many added to the saved. Janes Brack.

REFORT No. ViL

Dear Broruer Ourrnaxt—Having at the request of the Co-
operation met at the Township of Rainbamn. we beld a series of
meetings in that place to advocate the cause of the Redeemer. Though
the season of the year was very unfavorable for obtaining a large
audience on week-day evenings, we are happy to state that we were
heard with attention by those present.

It is also with much pleasure that we acknowledge the kivdness of
our Baptist friends who allowed usto occupy their meeting house on
three occasions while we were there ; and that they manifested, in
other respects, a friendly—even a brotherly—desire that ‘God will
promote the cause which we advocate.

After continuing the meetings for eight days, we brought them to 2
close on Lord’s I'ay, the 11th instant, when our hearts were cheered
by two females submitting themselves to the claims of their Re-
deemer in baptism.

Praying that God’s blessing might rest upon our affectionate breth-
ren in this place for their christian kindness towards us, we have

|

Ml e
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1éft them for -the present; and have arrived in Wainfleet, where we

hepe to have the opportunity. to become acquninted with the Lord’s

people,and to proelaim “fie Gespel to sinners KpMuNp Surprarp.
JamEs BLacK.

Wuinfleet, July \5th, 1852
—— e

THE BIBLE: CHRISTIANS IN CANADA WEST..

This Society is connected with the Bible Christians in England,
which was formed in the Parish of Shibbear, and County of Devon. in
the year 1815, by Mr William O'Bryan, formerly a Local Preacher
among the Wesleyun Methodists  Mr. O'Bryan having heard of
upwards of twenty contiguous parishes in the north of D&fon where
there were no Methodists or dissenters of any kind. was induced to
visit sowe of these parishes, and preach the gospel among the inhabi-
tauts” This irregular way of praceeding. as it was deemed by the
Wesleyans, led to his separation from that body, and to the establish-
ment of this connexion.

The work continued to extend in Devon and Cornwall. and preach-
ers were raised up to carry it on, until in 1319, four years from the
formation of the first society it was judged proper to hold a Confer-
ence. At this Confercuce the connexion was divided into twelve
circuits, and thirty itinerant preachers were engaged in the work,
fourteen of whom were females.

Some of the members having cmigrated to Canada and requested a
preacher, the Conference of 1831 appuinted J. Glass to thix Provinee,
who. ahout two years after was followed by J. H. Eynon.  The latter
" ueceeded in colleeting several of the emigrants and forminz them

with others into societies. and, as the wwmk extended, additional
preachers were sent from England, and some also raised up in this
country.

The faith of this community is expressed in the following summary
of doctrines :—

. L That the Ioly Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments

ii contain a revelation and arc a complete rule of faith and praetice.

ti 2 That God is unoriginated, unchangeable, and indepeudent;

o Almighty in power. every where present. and lnowing all things;
infinitely gracious. hialy, just, and pure; the creator, preserver, and

governor of all things.

3. That in the Gadhead there ave a plurality of persons. termed
in the Seriptares, the Father the Word or Son, and Holy Ghost; and
that these are co-equal and co-cte nal.

4 Man was created free from a:l moral impurity, in righteousness
and true holiness, capable of coutinuing in that state, but liable to
fall.

5 That by the abuse of his pure agency he fell from that state,
became morally departed and trapsmitted his defilement to all his
posterity.

6 That to redecm mankind from the consequences of the fall, the
cternal Word assumed human nature * tosted death for every man)”

Ii and thereby made a complete atonement for the sins of all the huma,,
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race, spd procured the influence of the Holy Spirit to help their in-
firmities; and having confirmed the efficacy of that atonement by his
resurrection, ascended into heaven, where he *ever liveth to make
intercession” for them.

7. That repentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus
Christ are the only conditions on which the benefits of Christ’s death
are offered to those who partake of the light of the gospel.

8. That all who thus repeut and believe the gospel, are regenera-
ted, and have the witness in themselves that they are justified freely
by his grace.

9. That it is the privilege of every true believer to be sanctified
wholly ia the name of our Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.

10. That Christian’s continuance to this state of salvation, depends
on his maintaining a life of humble and obedient faith.

I1. Taat there are two sacraments appointed by CGlrist to be ob-
served in his Church; namely, Baptism and the Lord’s supper: the
former showinZ the necessity and prefiguring the regeneration of the
soal, and the latter commemorating the death of Christ Jesus, and
containing ou his part a pledge of gospel benefits, and on the part
of the comsmunisant. a manifestation of his firm trust in the Redeemer,
and a solemn act of dedication to him. i

12. That there will be a general Resurrection from the dead, both
of the just and the unjust. .

13. That there will be a day oo Judgment at which God will judge
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, and unalterably deteruine the
eternal destinies of all men according to their works.

14. Thatthe puwwsiment of the ungodly in hell, and the happiness
of the saints in hieaven. will endure for ever.

This connexion’s affairs are munaged by cerfain official meetings.
termed JiLpers' Mernaes, which ave held for each society, or if the
society be small, fur two or more socicties united, and are compesed of
one of the itinerant preachers, the class leaders, stewards, local
preachers and such other members of the respective socicty or socle-
ties as may be chosen.

2. Circuir QuarTerLY Mermings composed of all the prezehers
itinerant and local belonging to the circuit, the cireyit and society
Stewards, Class-leaders, and Chapel-Trustee-Stewards, when members
of the Socicty.

3. District Mzerings held annually or oftener if circumstances
require it: composed of all the itincrant preachers in the district. and
a circuit steward from eacl circuit, if sent by his respeetive quarterly
meet ng,

4. A~ AnNvar CoNrFERENCE consisting of the President and Secre-
tary of the preceding Comference, the superintendents of districts
Preachers sent by their respective District meetings, and representa-
tives of districts chosen by the stewards from among themselves at
other District Meetings. The Annual Conference bhas jurisdiction
over all the districts thut compose it; the District Mecting manage
the affairs of their respective districts ; the Quarterly Meetings of
the circuits, and the jurisdiction of the Elders’ Meetings is confined

! to their respective socicty. or united societies as the case may be.

e cmme
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JORDAN MEETING.

Brorier Ovrtenant,—The brethren at Jordan invited brethres
Brown and Anderson and others to meet with them to hold a pro-
tracted meeting.  Myself, and brethren Randall and Strickler from
New York, assisted. From Friday noon (25th inst.,) antil Monday
noon following, the attendance was good, especially on Lord’s Day,
when Elder Brown, of Newstead, New York, addressed a evowded
house full of attentive hearers, besides a erowd of atteniive and
inattentive hearers outside.  The subject of Elder Brown's discourse
was the “ wedding garment,” which lie bandled very skilfully and
cffectually ; and I know ¢hat there must have been many there, who,
if they continuc disobedient, must labor bard to forget what they
must know. At the interval between the forenoon and afternoon
exereises, brother Brown baptized six converts in the presence of a
very respectable assemblage of between six and eight hundred spee-
tators. In the afternoon the house could not hold the people who
listened to brother Anderson on the Pentecostian address, which he
analyzed and presented in his usual style.  On Monday, considering
that it was *training day” at Jordan, we had a good hearing also.
Brother Brown addiessed us; and one came forward to submit te
Messialt’s claims, by being baptized in his name.

The above is a formal notice of a meeting which was pleasing and
I trust profitable to all who love the truth; and will long be remen-
bered  Acquaintances were formed and thoughts suggested that
may every way impraveus I wasnever more convinced than I then
was of the puwer which men of good scnse and seriptural views and
facility of edmmunicating them in the speaking siyle of their audi-
ence, have over a popular assembly which an aceurate eritic cannot
have. When this preacher is tormenting himself with fears of im-
proper diction. bad grammar, &e, the other, fearless and careless
about such trifles, is “ scudding bis way to glory,” and caries the
sympathies of nine-tenths of his hearers with him, and they are all
bencfitted. I remain,

Dear Brother Oliphant,
Yours truly,

Jordan, June 30th, 1352. Jaxes BrLacxe

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

Berovep Brotuer,—There is joy amongst us, as there is joy in
heaven ; sinners are repenting and believing the gospel. We have
visited the water three times within the last four weeks. Six have
put on Christ by immersion ; and one has united who was baptized
before. ¢ The barvest truly is plenteous; but the laborers are few.”

In the bonds of love,
I am yours affectionately,

Evyund Surerard
South Dorchester, June 21st, 1852,

Brotuer OripnanT,—Knowing from expetience it is good to hear

good news, I am happy to have it in my power to communicate some H
~ = z i - :
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good news to the brethren ; which I can do through the columns of
the « Christian Banner.” .

. Some three weeks ago, brother Doyle immersed a worthy man
Into Jesus Christ, who, together with his wife, who had been a
Baptist, joined themselves with us.  Thus another faniily is-numbered
;vith us; and we caleulate théy will be an honor to the cause we
ove.

Liast Lord’s Day we were again enlivened by the reception of an-
other » household,” a brother ‘and sister Lusxmore,- from Ingland
about twelve months ago, united with ns. They are truly devoted
and godly persons; and we calenlate somewhat upon him as a publie
speaker. Qur prospects are encouraging.

I am happy to hear of the interesting meeting in Erin, T regretted
much I could not be there. Iwill try next year and attend the
annual gathering Yoursin the best of bonds,

Josepir AsiL.

Oshawa, June 28th,; 1852.

NOTICE.

The Church in Wainficet hus concluded to have a big meeting,
.commencing on Friday, the 24th of Scptember next Elder Browa
of New York, and brother Anderson have promised to attend; and
brethren Black and Oliphant are also requested to be in attendance.
We trust that brethreun. sisters, aud friends will, by their presence,
' give encouragement and success to the meeting. .
i A, .Ceenpenan.

—

WORDS FROM JOHN WESLEY..

We may die without the kn wledyge of many truths.’and be earried -
to Abrahan’s bosom; but i we dic without the love of God. what will
knowledge avail us? Just as mueh as it avails the devil and his-
angels. I will not quarrel with you ahont'my opinion; ounly see’
that your heartis right with God—tiat you love your neighbour,-
walk as your master walked; and I desive vo more. I am sick of-
optnions; Lam weary to hear them—my soul loathes their frothy
food, Give ma solid, substantial religion; give me an humble love
of God and man—a man full of werey and good fraits—a man laying-
himself out in worksof faith, the patier.c of hope, the-labour of love.
Let my sounl be with such christians wheresoever they are. and:

.

whatsoever opinions they may hold. « He that doeth the will of my-i

Father in heayen. the same is my brother, and my sister,and my
mather.—Ane. Messenger.

——————

To an afflicted mother. at the grave of her dead child, it was said;
“ There was once a shepherd, whose tender care was over his flock
dayand night. One sheep would neither hear his voice nor follow
him; 80 he took up her little lamb in his arms,and then the sheep.

- came after -him.”— Clikl’s Paper. o
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