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‘1 have watched the wanderings of the human
families in all ages. [ have noticed the numerous colonies
they have formed in different parts of the world. I have
been struck by the courage and adventure of the Gauls
and the Romans when they took possession of new
countries. | have watched the progress of the Greeks
up the Black Sea, when they sought to extend their
dominion, and when they landed on the islands of the
West, and of the Tyrians when they took possession of
Carthage. But, of all the bold efforts ever made to call
civilization into existence, none ever exceeded the daring
enterprise of Lord Selkirk, when he planted a Colony on

the Red River of the North."

ARCHDEACON JAMES HIUNTER, M.A

S
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THE VETERANS OF THE FUR TRADE

OR

The Retired Servants of The Hudson's Bay Company.

To all whom it may concern :

At a meeting of the Veterans of
the Fur Trade Association held in
the office of A. S. Stewart, Esq., in
the City of Prince Albert on the 12th
September, 1905, the following reso-
lution was passed, viz
“That a pamphlet setting forth our
claims be prepared as soon as possi-
ble by the Chairman.”

In accordance with the above reso-
lution, 1 shall now attempt to give
a statement of (a) the grant of land
from the Hudson's Bay Company to
Lord Selkirk; (b) the grant of land
that was set apart by the Hudson's
Bay Company and Thomas, Earl of
Selkirk, for the retired servants of
the Hudson's Bay Company on the
12th June, 1811, and (¢) the Public
Books of Assiniboia that were lost
on the 24th August, 1870, the
that Sir Garnet Wolseley took
session of Upper Fort Carry

In order that we
derstand the question we
to deal with, we must
tain that hides the past
this country and take a
the 59 years that preceded the trans
fer of  Rupert's Land, the North
West Territories, and the District of
Assiniboia, to C‘anada We  shall,
therefore, commence at the vear 1811
DEED OF 174,555,520 ACRES TO
LORD SELKIRK
12th June, 1811, the Hud

Company, under the au

day
pos

rightly un
about

may
are
raise the cu
history ol

glance over

On the
son's Bay

thority of the Roval Charter granted
to them on the 2nd May, 1669 by
King Charles the Second executed a
deed in  London, England, by which
they transferred to Thomas, Earl of
Selkirk, a tract of land in this coun-
try, containing 116,495  superficial
miles, or 74,555,520 exclusive
of water A\ portion of this land
thus deeded now forms the Province
of Manitoba, and another portion i
included in the new Province of Sas
katchewan The Western boundary
defined upon the map
panying tne runs through
Fort Carlton, in Saskatchewan

acnre

line as accom-

deed, old

One of the objects in view for con-
veying these lands to the Earl of
Selkirk, was for the purpose of estab-

lishing a British colony in the coun-
try known thereafter as the District
of Assiniboia

In this deed of 1811 it was, and is,

one-tenth of
acres be set

expressly
the  said

provided that
71,555,520
apart for free grants, to be from time
to time given to the retired servants
of the Hudson's Bay Company, settl-
ing in the country, the quantity of
land to be given to such servant being
rank or grade in the
other words, the deed
provided that nine-tenths of the land
would belong to Lord Selkirk and his
heirs forever, and one-tenth of the
land would belong to the retired ser-
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company,
“and for no other intent or pur-
pose whatsoever.'

according to his
service, In

use
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Out of this one-tenth of the grant
to Selkirk, an ordinary laborer was
entitled, after serving the Hudson's
Bay Company three years, to 200
acres, while a master of a trading

post, or one holding equal rank with
him was entitled to 1000
After

acres

the granting of this deed in
1811, when the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany were hiring was
very often specified in their contracts
that at the expiration of their term
of service, a free grant of land would
be given to each servant settling i
the country, and many servants wers

servants, it

hired and settled in the countty by
reason  of this inducement Many
such retired servants received  thei
grants  of land, and many did not
and have not to this day

On the I8th July, 1817, Lord Sel
Lirk made a treaty with the Indian
at the forks of the Red River, now
the City of Winnipeg. By this treaty

the Indians ceded to King George the

Third, two miles deep on each side of

the river except at Fort Dougla
and Fort Daer, where they ceded six
miles, measuring from each fort o
every side

On the 8th April, 1820, Lord Sel
Kirk died at Pau, in France

Under his will, dated 7th August
1819, and which will was proved, ap
proved, and registered in the Prerog
ative Court of Canterbury, on the
Gth June 1826, Lord Selkirk willed
his ungranted lands o District

of \

mivola

hi on Dunbar

James Douglas, comnmonly known a
Lord Daer Lord Selkirk appointed
eight persons as his executor four
of these refused to act, vi Peter
\\l'uhh-xhtnn, Sir James Hall, Dugald
Stewart, and Peter [1kett. On the
Ist July, 1820, these four executor
above mentioned trassferred  their
powers as executors to Sir  James
Montgomery, Adam Maitland, An
drew Colville, and John Halkett, the
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four acting

On the 19th
executors of
appomnted Sir
Governor of

executors
May,

1823,
the will of Lord Selkirk

the acting

then
I'rade 1w Rup-
Parker Pelly,
Fur Trade in
Assiniboia, Attorneys
for the said the pur-
pose of granting or selling any  part
of Selkirk's estate in the Distriet of
\ssiniboia attorneys there-
after sold lands in  the
District  of Assiniboia  in behalf of
the estate of the Earl
of Selkirk, and property
of the

George Simpson,
the Fu

ert’s Land, and Robert
then Govecrnor of
the District of

executors, for

These
grantea and
Thomas,

the
Company

said
not as

Hudson's Bay

THE GOVERNMENT (F ASSINI
BOIA
Ith September

the

On the 1812, peace-
District  of
William
appoint
to Miles  Mac

authorized 1to

the

able  possession of
\ssiniboia was
Hillier

ed for

granted by
one of the

that

attornie
purpo
duly
anu o

Selkirk his

the

donell, wil

wa
receive

Farl of

the the use of
and a
and ef

the Hud

the 12tl

heir

1£ns lorn

fect ol

according 1o

the  deed given by
son fay
1811
the 1th

1845

Company o
June
From

to the

September, 1812, up
the District of As
governed by a

Vear

inibola wa Governor
time by the
with the help of a
number of police

1835 the settlers
the attorney of the
Simpson, to
him to place the Government
different footing

avpointed frem time to

acting executon
utlicient

In the
asked by
Sir

year were
execu-

help
upon a
There were at that
time 5,000 people in the colony, in
the District of Assiniboia. A Gov-
ernment was then formed, consisting
of fifteen members, and known there-
after “The Government of The
and Council of Assiniboia.’

George

as

Governor



At this date Sir George Simpson's
ronk in the Hudson's Bay Company's
service was Governor-in-Chief of the
Fur Trade of Rupert's Land, but by
virtue of a power of attorney from
Lord Selkirk's executors he became
the Civil Governor of the District of
\ssiniboia, and in his absence from
Fort Garry he appointed from time
to time in his stead, as Civil Gov
ernor of Ass,niboia, the Governor of
the Hudson’s Bay Co's Fur Trade in
Assiniboia, to which  the people did
not object

We now come to a matter which
should be of intense interest to evers
person in the Dominion of Canada,
VIZ, (=
I'he Hudson's Bay Company have
never been able to show a title fron
I'homas, Earl of Selkirk, or his exec
utors or their attorneys, or the
heirs of Thomas, Earl of Selkirk
wnd qone of them, as far as has bheen
made known, to us, have at any time
ever reconveyed the lands known as
the Selkirk Estate, or the Distriet of
\ssiniboia, to the THudson's Ba
Company

I'hat even if the District of Assini
hoia had  been reconveved to the
Hudson’s Bay Company, such re-con
vevance would not deprive the right
or interests of retired  servants ac
quired by them before or after such
re-<conveyvance, Lord  Selkirk  could
will only nine-tenths of the Distriet
of Assiniboia to  his  son Dunbar
James Douglas, and as to ourselves
we who are the retired servants of
the Hudson's Bay Company and the
hona fide owners ol the land
have never signed away the
right to our land in the remain
ing one-tenth part of the Distriet of
\ssiniboia.  Many of the retired ser
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company
received  their  land but there are
many who have become entitled to
free grants out of the said one-tenth,
o expressly reserved for them in the

T VEreraxs ov
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District of Assiniboia, who have ne-
ver received the same

I may mention here that in  the
year 1821, the North West Combvany
of Montreal having formed & coali-
tion with the Hudson's Bay Company
the  su ernumeraries «f  these two
companies were drafted as settlers in
the Red River Colony. and from time
to time after that, the retired ser-
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company
f various grades, received their lands
and  made  “The District of Assini-
hoia their Haven of Rest

In dealing with this matter 1 am
forced to cast some reflection on the
Lordon  Stock-Holders of  the Hud-
son's Bay Company

\s already stated, Sir  George
Simpson, one of the governors
of the Hudson's Bay Company's
Fur Trade, was made Attor-
ney  for the executors of Lord Sel
kirk in 1823, He died in 1860, thus
acting as Attorney for a period of 37
vears. It is said that the Chinese have
a way of dwarfing a pine tree till it
will grow inside a flower pol Sir
George Simpson tried a similar pro-
cess with Lord  Selkirk's settlement.
His poliey as chief administrator was
not [ agricultural expansion, but he
Kept the farming community  on as
small an  area of land as possible
While he expanded as far as he could
in the District of Assiniboia, the Fur
Trade irterests of the Hudson's Bay
Company, on  the other hand, he
dwarfed as much as he could the col-
onization irterests of the executors of
o Lord Selkirk. Instead of giving to
cach retired servant of the Hudson's
Bay Company the quantity of land
promised in the deed of 1811, with
a few exceptions only, he gave free
grants of 100 acres, 50 acres, and
frequently only 25 acres, thus keep-
ing back from the retired servants
of the Hudson's Bay Company the

P —
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actual quantity of land to which they

were entitled.  His usual manner of
dealing  with a person was as fol-
lows:—If it weire a three chain river

lot that was to be parted with, the
Attorney would make the retired ser-
vant purchase half of the lot at about
seven shillings and six pence per acre,
and the other hal)¥ of the lot he weuld
give as a frve grant, and this system
was adopted by him for two reasons,
(a) To keep the Colony from expand-

ing and hurting the fur trade, and
(b) To avoid having to treat with
the Indians  for more lands, which
would lead to the enlarging and ad-
vertising of  the Red River Settle-
ment

The writer saw the Red River Col
ony for the first time on the 5th
October 1857, In that vear a num-
ber  of servants who had been em
ployed in the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany’'s Fur Trade in Rupert’'s Land,
were  retiving, and  these servants
with  their wives and families came
up to the Distriet of Assiniboia  to
receive the lands that had bheen pro-
mised to them in the one-t nth part
of Lord Selkirk's estate.  The writ-
er belonged 1o one of these families
The Hudson's Bay Company’s license
to trade over this country  which
they had received from King George
Third in 1821, expired in 1858 In
that same vear a petition from the
Red  River Settlers was introduced
by the Duke of Newcastle, in  the
British  House  of Commons, asking
for a better form of Government

In 1859-1860 another petition from
the Red River Settlers to the Legis-

lative Council and assembly of Upper
and Lower
asking fn

Canada, was introduced

to Canada
PUBLIC BOOKS

During the

the

da

annhexation

M vears that preceeded
transfer to Cana-

such

of this country

there were publie hooks as
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land registers, maps and other re-
cords, that belonged to the people of
the Distriet of  Assiniboia. These
books, maps, ete., were not the pro-
perty of the Hudson's Bay Company.
There was one book which 1 shall
deal with particularly, viz: Register
Book A This book contained:—
1. An authenticated copy of the
deed of land from the Hudson's Bay

Company to Lord Selkiek dated 12th
June, 1811

2. A map showing the lands deeded,

3. Copy of the treaty made by Sel-

kirk with the Indians in 1817

L. A map showing the lands ceded,

5. Copies of  Lord  Selkirk's two
wills

6. Letters probate from: the Arch-
hishop of Canterbury

7. Power of Attorney to Robert
Parker Pelly and Sir George Simp-
son, and other documents

Register A
by the officer
was Governor

was carefully guarded
who for the time being

of Assiniboia It con-

tained Sir George Simpson’s author-
ity to  administer Selkirk's estate
This book has been handed down from
one Governor to another The last
Governor  of  Assiniboia  who  had
charge of it was Governor William
McTavish The late Dr. Bunn has
also  guarded Register \. for Sir
George Simpson.  The knowledge of
the existence of this book, its con-
tents  and the reason for its being
guarded so  closely was known to
several of the retired servants of the
Hudson’s Bay Company who had
become settlers  in  Assiniboia, and
these old retired servants kept the

secret just as closely as if it bhelong-

ed to a Masonic fraternity
I may mention here that along
with the other public hooks of the

country  Sir George Simpson caused
a new Land Register to be opened to

be known as Register B, This hook
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was openetd about the vear 1512 n
the time of Governor Finlayson
This register contained the entries of
1542 River Lots, ad is now In
the possession of the Hudson's Bay
Company at Winnipeg

Copies  of  Register B, were made
for the Federal Government by the
late Col. W. N. Kennedy and Frank
Clarke, Esq. since 1870

So much for the public books at
present W shall  refer to them
again.

AMter Sir George Simpson's death
in 1860, there was no one in Assini
bola who could grant certificates for
land to the retired servants of  the
Hudson's Bay Company

And any sales or transfers of the
lands mentioned in Register B, were
attended to by Mr. John H. McTav
ish from 1860 to the vear 1870

However, the death of Sir  George
Simpsoi in 1860, caused a new de-
parture for a short time in the ad-
ministration of the lands in Assini
bola Ihe  Hudson's Bay Company
could sell no lands as they had panrt
ed with  that right in 1811 What
as ot to be done for those who
wanted lands outside of those men
fioned in Register B.?  Bishop Tache
came to  the rescue In February
1RG0, Bishop Tache

Homestead Law in the Government

introduced a

of Assinihoila, of which Government
he was a member, and upder this
homestead law, many settler took
lands, and were protected in  their
right to them during the ten vears
that preceded the transfer of Rupert's
Land, the North West Territories
and the Distriet of
Canada \ copy of this Homestead
Law was placed on file in the De-
partment of the Secretary of State
by the late Governor Morris
A NATIONAL BLUNDER

On the 8th August 1868, the fol-

\ssiniboia 1o
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lowing letter was sent from Down-
ing Street, to the Govercor General
of Canada, Lord Monck

‘My Lord,—

I have the honor to transmit to
vou, for your Lordshin's informa-
tioi, the enclosed copy of an act of
Parliament, conferring powers for the
surrender  to Her Majesty by the
Hudson's  Bay Company of their
territories and privileges

In pursuance of the powers con-
ferred by this Act of Parliament, 1
purpose  to enter into negotiations
with the Hudson's Bay Company as
to the terms on which they will sur-
render their rights, and 1 shall not
fail to keep vour Lordship informed
of the course of such negotiations.”

The Act referred to is the Rupert’s
Land Act

To which letter Lord Monck re
plied by cablegram, as follows:—

Quebee, 9th, Sept. 1868

‘Privy Council wish to send a dele-
gation to London to take part in
treaty with Hudson’s Bay Company.
They are anxious that negotiations
with company should be postponed till
arrival  of delegates in  London
Please inform me by cable how soon
vou will be able to receive them,
They are prepared to go immediate-
ly."

MONCK

Colonial Office, 11th Sept. 1868
Delegates to advise with me on the
arrangements between the Crown and
the Company should start at once. 1
have appointment with Governor of
Company for 18th, but will now con-
clude nothing until delegation shall
have arrived
BUCKINGHAM & CHANDOS
Quebec, 22nd September, 1868
‘Delegates intend to sail from hence
October  3rd.  They trust nothing
will be concluded until their arrival
in England, where they will be due
about the thirteenth.”
MONCK

sl




Under the authority of an Order in
Council

Sin

of

MeDougall

ert’s Land and the North-West Terr-
itories They proceeded at once to
England to  excute the  important
mission confided then During
the whole of the negotiations with
the stock holders of the Hudson's
Bay Company nothing was said re
garding the vast area of 71,555,520
acres that had been deeded by the
Hudson's Bay Company to Lord Sel
kirk 1811, and it was therefore
taken for granted by the Canadian
delegates, that the lands around Hud
son's Bay, and the lands now in Man
itoba and  Saskatchewan, were all
held the Hudson's Bayv Company
under the Charter of King Charles
the Second, which was not the case
The delegates due time con-
cluded their arrangements with  the
Hudson's Bay Company and returned
to Canada, and « the 17th  May
1869, Sir Joln Young, then Gover

nor-General

the

of
agreement

the
Cartier
were

entered into with

Canada
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October
and Hon

Hudson's Bay Company, on the

of the

agreement

and

House

Parliament

was

for the Temporary

pert’s Land and the
itories

the 20th September

the

powted
Canada

North-West
afterwards

of the Dominion
North-West

a people

the
ern

Jand

with Canada.™ On

in the vear 1869

Wm McDougall wa ap
under the  great  Seal of
Licutenant-Governor of the
Ferritories, and shortly
proceeded in the name

our

when united

own

then

Government
Territories,
who had om

Commons

1868,
Wm
appointed a delega-
tion to England to arrange the terms
of the acquisition by Canada, of Rup

laid a copy of

the
table
This
ratified by Parliament
passed \n At

Government of Ru

North-West Terr

government

towards
10 gov

own

our
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rights and our

privilege and
dence

assumed

The

affords.’
19th
Hudson's Bay
Deed of Surrender
Ly Queen

statement

they were owned
1869,

ember

ol

laws,
were British subjects, proud of  the

iecalous

Victoria

a people  who

the indepen-

November, 1869, the
Company

executed a

to Her late Majes-

ol

all their rights

otherwise, in Rupert's
Land and the North-West Territories
following is

ol
of Assiniboia

an approximate

lands in the Dis-

showing by whom

the 19th Nov-
the date of the Hudson's

Bay Co's Deed of Surrender, vizi—

1. Lands  claimed by
the  Hudson's  Bay
Company Upper
Fort Garry, and rati
fied by Canadian Par
liament May 1869

2. Lands claimed by the
Hudson's Bay  Com
pany at Lower Fort
Garry, and ratified by
Canadian  Parliament
in May 1869

3. Lands owned o
man  Catholic and
Anglican Churche
about

1. Grants and  pur
chases, Kildonan set
tlers, about

5. Selkirk's grant to
Chief Pequis, about
25 miles by |

6. Lands purchased by
retired servants fron
Attorney  of  Estate
Sir George Simpson
about

Homesteads
by settlers at different

places ir

about
8. Selkirk’s

ance

left

taken up

ssiniboia

heirs

of

hal
nine

10 acres

100 acres

15000 acres

12800 acres

K000 acres

152315 acres

10,000 acres



66,845,513 acres

67,009 968 acres

tenth about

N Free grants to

retired  servants
hy  Si George
Simpson and
MeTavish
about 152 315
10 Retired  Ser

lands

Gon

ants’
hal. left

tenth, about

of one
7,303,207

155,552 acre

Total acreage of

Fstate "
out of these land
ate proverty  of  British subjects
hat in Mayv Federal Par
formed the little provines of
hout 13
R an1.120
trifte under one-eighth of the
1kirk Fstate!

further  with thi

555,520 acres

It was the pri

1870, the

vhich contained

\Manitoh

WS sgquare mile equal to

Lord S
In dealing land

ome of

h upon
Ned Red Rive
Rebelln f ISEDIRTO. and what fol
toher 1868 AN

ived Fort Garry (R[]

Rive

peration vore not onposed by "
but the Hud

aquite

neaple of the
on's Bay
tisfied
In the

writer wa

country

Company were not
matter

Tuly

returning fo the

over the
1RGO the
Selkirl

the
Fort

month of

Settlement from St Cloud, in

nited States, when, bhetweer
\bherer
Dr. Johrt Christian Schultz
Paul

the

mhie and Georgetown, he met

who was
Our conver

the

on his way to St

sation iturned to subjeet of

Tar Vereraxse or Tap For TrRADE

to take place

about
cormtry. We both felt that the

Bay Company in London
acted fairly in concluding an
arrangemert the Canadian Gov-
ernment without consurting the Red
River people and Dr. Schultz predict
od trouble in the country

change that was
in the
Hudson's
had not

with

On the 20th of August, 1869, Col
Dennis arrived at Fort Garry He
was sent by the authorities at Ot-
tawa to join Mr Snow, who had
heen instructed to commence surveys
for the Canadian Government The

survers were hegun at Oak Point, m

French  Settlement The settlers

protested at havine their lands  sur
veved differently  from their original
metes  and  hounds C'ol. Dennis
topped operations, and reported to
Oftawa. that the settlers were op
posed 1o the new method of survey
On the tth, October, 1869, Col Den

instructed to “proceed with
plan proposed.’

nis wa

the survevs on the

ind he continued his survey on priv
ate property

In the month of September, 1869
the  Hon Wm. MeDougall was ap
nointed  Governor  of Renert’s Land
ud the North-West Territories

In the early part of the month of
October, 1869 a very important meet
ne was held at the house of Mi
Thomas Sinelair, Senior, in the par

of &t Andrews, a few doors from

where 1 lived The meeting was held
to discu the situation of affairs in
the District of Assiniboia.  Mr John
Bruce and Mr. Louis Reil were pre
ent at the meeting

Mr. Sinclair was a member of  the
Government of  Assiniboia, a level
headed m and a good citizen. The
feelin of the few who had gathered
together was, that Canada should be
pprised in some wev or other of the
mistake that was heing made
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T

th

aged 1o Lisly

Fow Tras 11
over the bargain that had been
with Canada, imasmuch as they
tock-holder or'ly, were getling
me-twentieth of the lands and al
¢ whole of  the purchase money
300 000, Sir Donald A, Smitl

the ehiel Tactor

v Chiel Traders for the time being

el and the French were the next
" that the Thigh Commissione
had to deal witl I'he French e
ended that the tock-holders of e
Hudsor Bay Company i London
could not legally sell, nor surrender
the Distriet of Assiniboia to Canada
ismucl the Hudson's Bay Com
vany had no title to the lands in As
mthoug
e 100 i mvited  the
I I ot heir wishes bhefor
1thoritie it Ottawa Riel
Wit to the Comn:iassioner tha
i he | | wnd Scoteh inhab
i | oo 'y Were O |
( ba il nade betweer
I Bay Company and Car
! i lid not | their sup
( vl wi he rench, hee
) ( pa un 1hose
t nvadin the country and
15 imprisoned those in  the
1 v who had opposed the Frencl
H winted out that unless the
wopl ere united in asking Canada
) hey desired hey
| it be heard
I'he High Commissioner the azreed
do w he could 10 cause the
h I Scotel resdent ol e
] ' \ I 1 hie ,"IV"‘
T gment  of
i om Ca
It v a herefore under the per
d advise of the High Com
i ne for nada that the En
| and joined with 1l
Frenct in askir for their right
1 da. and in formir a s
nd Provisional Government
0 the 19th of January IXTH, Sit




Te VETERANS OF

12

Smith  addcessed a mass
Fort Gacry, al

Donald A.

meeting in witich  he

guaranteed to  the people of  this
country in the name of “anada, all
the rights and privileges that  were
given to the other provinces, I they
would only consent to enter the Uon
federation of Canada At the con

clusion of the meeting Mr. Louis Riel
moved, seconded by Mr. A, G. B

Bannatyne, “That 20 representative
shall be elected by the English popu
lation of the Red River, to meet 20
other representatives of the French
population, on Tuesday, the 25th
instant, at noon, in the Court House
with the object of considering the
subject of Mr Smith's commission,
and to decide what would be best for
the welfare of the country The 10
delegates were duly elected and thes
met in the Court Hoeuse near Fort
Garry on the 25th January, 1870
I'he convention sat fifteen days. On
the third day of the meeting a com
mittee consisting of Thomas Bunn,
James Ross, Dr Bird, Louis Riel

Louis Schmidt and Charles Noliu was
appointed to draft a “Bill of Right
submitted to

High

to be Sin

Smith,

which was
Donald A

er, for Canada
The Committee
of  Rights
1870, and it
Convention

Commission

the Bill
January
by the

reported
on the 29th

was taken up

clause by clause and
the 5th February
adopted.  The cor

until ith

until
was fully
then adjourned
1870

discussed
when it
vention the
of Feburary,
Commissioner
reply

when the Can
adian Sir Donald \
Smith gave his the Bill of
Rights, and invited delegates to go
to Ottawa and consult with the Goy
On the 8th Feb
question of sending

10

ernment there
ruary 1870, the
to Ottawa was
hy led
discussion of recognizing and reorgan

a delegation taken up

the Convention. This to the

Toe For Trane

ising the Provisional Government, be

lore the delegates lo send to Ot
tawa with the Bill of Rights now
agreed upon, were appointed. A com
mittee  was  then  appointed by the

and decide on
the basis and details of the
which we
Rupert's
Ferritones

Convention ““to discuss
Provision
reed

Land

al Government have ag
formed for
North-West
9th
recommended
advisability of
Assembly

Is to be
and the
On the
committee
vention the
Legislative

1870 the
Con

creating a

February

1o the

to be composed

ol twenty-four member twelve Eng

hish and twelve French, and a Cabinet

tructed as follow
Riel, Esq
Court

Lo be con

President.—Louis
Judge of  Supreme Jame
Ross, Isq., M. A

Sherifi.—=Henry MeKenny, lsq
Bird

Gereral .G B

Coroner D

Postmaster Bau

natyne, lisq

Collectors of Cu Johin Suth

toms

erland, Fsq, Roger Goulet, kEsq

Secretary of State 'homas Bunn

lisq
\ssistant Secretary ol State
Louis Schmidt, Esq

Secretary of the Treasury —W., B
O'Donohue, Fsq
Provisional

I'his  wa ecoryd

Government, formed fler the
had
Fnglish
On th

united, fron epresentative of

French and Scotel

10th  February 1870, @

ballot was taker in the convention
Canada and resulted

Reverend .J, N
\lfred

delegates to

in the election of

thot Judge Black ardd
Sceott

In di
aid

missing the convention, Riel
I'he First
the

its acts."

Provisional Govern
ment as ful!
all Meaning
(1) Taking up arms

responsibility
by this

umes

for

(2) Keening Governor MeDougall out




of the country.

(4) The occupation of

tGiarry by the French,

(1) lmprisoning certain persons.
With four things the English

and Scoteh had nothing to do

Upper Fort

these

Two men  were  now  extremely
happy Sir Dorald A, Smith, that
he had managed so far to protect the
stock-holders  in London in  their
bargain with Canada, and Louis Riel,
in believing that with the help of the
whole  community  now united, he
would be able to defeat the purpose
of  the stockholders, and to break
their with Canada, so fa
the Distriet of

bargain

as it aflected \ssin
thola

On the 23rd  January, 1870, Dr
Schultz made his  escape from the
prison at Fort Garry, and on the
15th February, 1870, he was join
vd at Kildonan Church and School, by

a force of about 600 armed men, The

writer was one of those who took up
arms  on this  occasion under D
Schultz, and Major Boulton The

ohject of this uprising was to release
the prisoners in Fort Garry A dis-
patch was sent to Riel by our Coun
cil of War after waiting about
12 hours for a reply, 83 prisoners
were the evening of the
16th after
worn to keep the peace
It was during our halt at Kildon
an Churceh that Sutherland was killed

and

released in

February having been

on the 16th  February 1870, and
that  Parisien  received his death
wounds,  from which  he died a few

days afterwards and 16 days after
the death of Sutherland, on the 1th
of March, 1870, Thomas Scott was
shot outside the walls of Fort Garry
March, 1870, Com
of Instruction
were issued by the Secretary of the

22nd

missions and Letters

On  the

Provisional  Government Mr. Tho
mas Bunn, to Rev. J. N. Richot,
Judge Black and  Mr. Alfred Scott,

the delegates to Ottawa, and on the
28rd

of March, 1870, these delegates

Tue Vererans or Tue For TrRApe

carrying with

started for Ottawa,
them our Bill of Rights, which
tained  the under which we
would consent the Confedera
of Canada.

con

terms

to enter

tion
I shall only deal with three clauses

of our Bill of Rights:—

(lause 1 reads as follows:— “That

the Territories heretofore known as
Rupert’s Land and the North-West,

shall not enter into the Confederation

of the Dominion, except as a prov

ince, to be styled and known as the ee
Province of Assiniboia, and  withi

rights and privileges common to 1he

different Provinces of the Dominion

10 reads as follows:—
Hudson

(lause

“That the bargain of the
Bay Company, in
transfer of the Government of thi
country to the Dominion of
be annulled, so far as it

respect  to U

Canada

interferes

with the rights of the people of As
siniboia, and so far as it would ai
fect our future relations with Can
ada.”

(Clause 11, reads as follows:—
“That the local Legislature of the
Province of Assiniboia shall have full
control over all the public
the Province
all acts or arrangements made or en
tered with reference to the pub
lic lands of Rupert's Land

lands ol
and the right 1o annull
mnto
and the

North-West now called the Provinee
of Assiniboia.”

The writer has had several con
versations with three of the gentle
men who drew up the Bill of Rights
that was sent to Ottawa in 1870,
vie: James Ross, M. A, Gold Med
aist, of Toronto University, Curtis
J. Bird, M. D., and Thomas Bunn,

Secretary of the Provisional Govern-
ment.

What was the object to be attained
by embracing in one province the
whole of Rupert’s Land and the
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North-West

1

Territories as asked for
n clauss

Why did we ask in clause 10 that

the b the Hudson

Bay Con

\nd wi 11, for the cor
trol ol { uhli ant

Because, it was felt by those who

Bill of  Righ that

trict of Assinibola, Lord

tate vhich  contained

L ano, 0l Cr wa quite large

enough for a p ' 1 ‘ Iy

( hole of thi rea eld b

private individual here eI I

public lands to give to incoming set

I wnd e vl watlable tor pub

i purpose 1 Wi therefore, e

or Tuy

with
and
For
orn

did

1he

1 he

(i

Fur Traps

oul

Bil

nd «

nadiar

i

cetally

1

ha
hat
\ ¢
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hid them way ind
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records only, as would
rargain that had beer
Hudson's Bay Company
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weether for the dispatel
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Glaoverno \ ih it

| I Survey |
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It It I
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0 (

tition w ) d
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) Kild
‘ Govert
hi | |
69 ] i 1
] ( ]
" f 1 trouble
| 5 petitic
m of «
) 1870 d
jal S (

) n t n L8 T
S84, S I \l
Irossed the tize of
Holy Trinity Hall Sir

received

entering
Chief A«
Bay Com

1 most LM
records and
the Canadiar

ucl

ot hurt the
ide with the
in due time
| islatur
of busin
11 |
vee In I
I \
1
di if
G
11
bl f
r wisl
the 3011
ed by A
Mh Au
lonald
Winnipe it
John Mac

Tue Vereraxs or Tue

donald told the people why the Fed
eral  Gover ent U lowi
Charters for branch lines of railway
mning from the Main line of the ¢
I’. R., into American territory Hi
tso spoke of the splendid bargain
that had been  made when Canada
hought thi country from the Hud
o1 Bay Company and told hi
widience that the value of one  block
of land in the City of Winnipeg wa
Il that had heer paid to the Hud
or Bay Company for the whole
! Iy
\ the ( f1 eeti the
I ] \ A ked 0
eply to Si Jol \. Macdonald by
lett 1 of hi weeel
li \ ¢ " e of
" \ h 1 did d T received
! Wi | (
I clifie, Ottawa
Sa 114 S
1 ]
! t e nted
\ p ctter of
\u 0 hefor Whateve \
L ‘ " tior
hip « 1 Bay (
\ ' | thet
( ed by e In jal 8
| { ( Wequit
f ] { (:
I | elieve
\ f full
J ' M I
lan Favior, Fsq
Winnipe
0wl I replied follow
Winnip S Kl N84
I i
Referrin Lain vour letter
' 4 i 1 1 L ) Ly
1 L d 1o our lamd that coming
in between the charter of the Hud
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son’s Bay Company, and the Imperial

Statute to which you refer, there is

another title to an immense tract of

land

by the Imperial Government

considered

And be

which has not  bheen

tween the Canadian Government and
the people of this country, the same
title intervenes, and still holds good

I hope in the near future to be able

to send vou a copy of the title

I have the honor to be, sit

Your obedient servant
JAMES TAYLOR
he Hon, Sie John AL Macdonald

Ottawa

I'o which letter T received no reply
Before the death of the late M
I'ho dunn, he informed me that the
priteipal ords of the country had
heer wed by Mro J0 L MeTavisl
md were beint afely protected by
nn fo futun ISt and |-t'.¥~l‘l! rea
caution as to how 1 mroached M
MeTavish on the subject I need not
hardly add that T have taken the
reatest  precaution in approachin
Mr. MeTavisl nid have, after sey
eral vea " neee ful i diseony
Colony Re 1 \ and - alse
e fort O regardin all
he her hook d  records of  the
Mistriet of Assiniboia
When | ened the b M
Mel 1) " o ¢ how b hook
! cord ul come into s po
PRS0l He alse aid that he  had
lent I:' Iste \ ow one occasiol o
Governor Morris, and tl the book
i ment House, Wi
i DOSSESSTOL of Governom
schult For other hooks ps and
veord he advised me to wrile to
Sir b I A Smwtl When 1 asked
(iove or Schult o allow me to see
Regist \. he hesitated, and then
promised to let me see it some tin
later on I waited a considerable
i when one dav | received the

following letter

Tue Fur Traps

(Private)

Manitoba and Keewatin Govern
ment House
Winnipeg, 17th Dec I 888
Dear Mr. Taylor:-

Wednesday (first) evening at 7 p.m
The book vou would like to look over
will be at your service at 9 p.m. and
ary notes or copy vou wish to make
can bhe made

With best wishes in which Mrs

Schultz joins,

Believe mu
Your very truly
John Schultz
Jas. Taylor, Esq
Winnipeg

\nd so Register Boolk \ hat
we had been searching for, for vea
was placed into my hards by Gove
or Schultz in December, IRRK, eight
een veal after the transfer of thi
country to Canada I set
it once 1o make copy of Regist
A\, for my own use, photographed
the maps, and then returned the Reg
ister on the 27th  March, 1889, to
Governor Schult I might say here
that the maps of the first surveys of
the Red  River Colory have never
heen used by the Federal Government
o far as we are aware, and many of
the original settlers have not  been

ible to this dav to secure patents for
the lands that they hrongl ith the
into Confederation, but have heen de
prived of their land inly on a
count of the loss at the time of the
transfer, of their public books and of

ficial maps of the District of Assini
hoia

The question will be a by the
reader of this pamphlet ha any
thimg ever been done by any person
or persons sirve the transfer witl
regard to the retired servants’ elain
to the one-tenth part of Lord Sel
kirk's estate, to try to have the mat

answer is ‘'Y
this claim has
with other claims

ter settled? My
On several
been included alory

oecasions




The

that
eral

have been presented to the Fed
were  al
ways handicapped on account of not

being able to

Government, but  we

show documentary evi

dence as to how our titles originated

We could only tell the Government
that our claims were valid and just
On the other hand the Ottawa gov

ernment could do nothing for us, in

asmuch as thoy were not in

posses
sion until very recently of the ori
inal titles to our lands In adjust
ing our land claims in  the past in
the Selkirk Estate, the Government
have confined themselves, nearly al
together to the copy of survev, that
had been handed to Governor Archi
bald by the late Mr. J.H. McTavis!
and also to Register B., already 1¢
ferred to, so that while many of u

have been  the losers, the Canadiar
Government are not  altogether to
blame in refusing to recogrize owm
claims  without eceing  the proper
proofs However, the case is differ
ent now Six vears ago, in 1900 the
Federal Government were in po
session of authenticated copies of the
original titles to lands ir the District
of Assiniboia. So that we are now i
a position to place our claims be

fore the G
evirlenc

vernment accompanied by

that is indisputable

Referring again 1o the

questior
Has anything ever beer done in the
matter of the claim of the retired
servants of the Hudson' fay Con
panyv”

The following atten have heer
made to find our lost hook nd other
records and to prove our clain

1. Reference has already been made
1o a vetition sent to Governor Arel
ibald in 1870, Had Governor Archi
bald appointed a Commission to e
quire itto the e uses thot led to the
troubles of I1869-1870, this claim of
the retired servents of the Tudsor
Bay Company to the one-tenth of
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Selkirk’s  Estate, along with others
that  would have opened up, would
have been clearly proven

2. On the 27th March 1881 the
late Hon. J. Norquay, at that time

Premier of the

presented to

Province of
the  Manitoba

Manitoba

Legisla

ture, a petition from several of the
old inhabitants of the country The
prayver of the petition read as fol-
lows
That  vour Honorable House au

thorized the handing over of all the
hooks and paper the property and
records of the past  government of
this courtry
That vour Honorable House allow
the appointment of a committee of
mvestization to I composed  of
twelve persons as follow vi

Hn 1. Norquay

Hon. Mr. LaRivier

Thos. Greenway, M.P.P

\. C. Killam, M.P.P

J. Ward, Esq

F. R Gemmell, Fsq

. P Leacock, Esq

Capt. W, Kenneds

P. Delorme, Esq

' Martin, M.P.P

P, Thihert, FEsq

J. Tavlor, Esq
That the said committee of investi
ration be empowered to summon wit-

nesse to ask o

and to
past

and
into
country as

hook papers,
the
shall

necessary hy

make such
this
be deemed advisable and
the committee
That in the

ties the

enquiry
history of

execution of their du

commitie of mnve atior to

have full powers
That upon completion of its work
the committee to report to the local

Legislature at its next meeting.’

3. In November, 1886, the Hon. J
Norquay wrote a special letter to
the Mimister of Interior dealing with
all our claims to lands, the retired
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servant claim being included, and  settled claims and grievances requir
then sent me the following letter ing attention to be submitted to the
Witmipe 15th Nov.. 1886 Governor General in Council, praying

My dear Mr. Tavlor — for some settlement of the same. h
I have to acknowledge the receipt the event of the petition not receiy

of vour favor of the 30th October | ing the prompt attention i is ob

vious it requires, 1 hereby pledge my

notice you have been interesting vour

self in the claims of old settlers | self, if elected to represent the county
of Lisgar in the House of Commons,

that I will introduce this petition

have just written to the Minister of

Interior practically the substance of

what 1 see was adopted by vou and o discussion  on  the floor of the

several others in the shape of a mem House of Commons, and further that
doing 1 will not abstain from bringing this

in  Mmatter up in  such a way as will

orial You can reckon on my
everything in my power to assist
bringing this vexed question to a eventually cause some definite action
I will persist

to be taken, and 1

satisfactory conclusion
Yours Sincerely ently represent the necessity of the

JOHN NORQUAY same, feeling, as T do, the equity and

justice that is reallv  denied these

L. At the impending ction in 1887
. J t J stions s
for tha Haoiise of Uominons. Proleasoy people by Keeping these question 0

G. Smith. A. W. R Esq od A long unsettled And further, that 1

' 1 VOSS .S an

A. Macarthur, Ksq., were mentioned will not conclude anv  arrangement

a3 condidates: Tok the ‘Gouaty of iits with the Government in connection
with the petition without first cor

gar Fhe writer was very strongly |
sulting the chairman and secretary of
urged to become a candidate for the :

the said commn it te

same county \fter two interview

with Mr. Ross at whict everal Iam, yours truly

\. W. ROSS
the 11th Feb., 1887, the
pany were fully discussed, the writer tition referred to in Mr. Ross’ letter
and  measuring  fortyv-nir« feet n
o the Hm

claims with the claim of the retired

servants of the Hudson's Bay Con .

agreed to give his influence and sup
port to Mr. Ro provided Mr. Ro length, was forwarded

would undertake to champior Secretary of State

these clain it the House 6. In 1887, the Legislature of Ma

of Common Whereupon Mr. Ro itoba dratted an address to the Gov

ent the following letter to our con ernor General in Council, asking for

mittes a Roval Commission to settle all
Winripeg Jar Jith, 18K7 claims the etired servants' elaim

To My I. R. Bunn, Secretary Old  being included

Settlers Central Committed 7. On the 15th May, IS8R, a con
Sir As a result of an interview e mittee appointed by the Manitoba
tween Mr. J. Tavlor Chairman of  Legislature received a delegation  of

the above mentioned committee and 0 persons from different parts of th
myself, T beg to make the followim old colony at which the clain: of th
promise and request that vou will at  retired servants of the Tadsor Bay
the earliest moment advise vour com Company  was  discussed along with
mittee of this action. In the matter other claims

of the petition now being circulated K. In September, 1888, the Hon.

and signed by the peonle having un Norquay in Parliament, reminded the
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that
the Legislature had reco

Government the
pointed by

mmended that a Royal Commniission be

commitive ap

appointed  composed of parties  ac
quainted with the position of affairs
to be imvestigated The Hon. M
Greenway, Premier, rvephied that the

Government intended taking it up at

the carliest  possible  moment, and
complying with the request of the
committee

9. A resolution of retired servants
and others, passed at a meeting held
in Winnipeg on the 19th January,
1887, was sent to Robt. Watson, M
P., Ottawa, with list of claims at-
tached.  The 11th claim on the list
was the claim of the Retired Ser
vants of the Hudson's Bay Company

10. On the 2nd February, 1889 1
wrote to Sir Donald A, Smith as
follows:—“We have also to ask that
you will be good enough 1o advise
that  the Hudson's Bay Company

hand over to the Government of Man-
itoba for our benefit all public books
maps, and the proper
ty of the Government of the Council
of Assiniboia \s
cords we at
attempting
‘I.IH'
promised
this

other records

without these re

labor great disadvantage
to get patents
late Mr. J. 11
that would
subject

when
for our lands
McTavish

write

he
You on
On the
Donald A

treal

20th  February
Smith replied

“that

1880 Sir
Mon

took

from
saving always

welfare

he
a greal mmterest

would be glad to

in
support
to the
way

oul and

any matter
presented by
ernment

hly

us Dominion Goy

in any could
He
about public books and
the 6ith March, 1889, 1
letter Sir Donald A
Silver asking
with him
1889 Sir

call

he possi

do said however
On
addressed a

Smith
allowed
and the
Donald A

him at

nothing
records
o at
Heights
an interview
8th  March,
Smith asked

to be

on
1o

me on

The 19

Fur Trave

11.30
son's Bay

a.m at the Hud
Land Depart-
which | did We
several matters. 1 pointed
how that many of
received  patents  for

in Manitoba
books,

tomorrow,
C‘fompany’'s
Winunipeg,
discussed
oul

ment,

him
not

1o 50 us
oul
lands because lacked
the maps and of the
country, to help us to prove our tit-
Sir Donald “Riel
maps records.” 1
“No, when Riel  left  the fort
our public books fell into the hands
of Mr. J. H. McTavish and the High
Commissioner for Canada. (Sir Don-
ald A, Smith) Sir Donald then asked
me to copy the peti-
tion that had gone to the Secretary
of State, on the 11th February, 1887,
and promised to do all he could for
us in Ottawa. 1 then called his at-
tention the manner in which my
grandfather, the late Wm. Mackay,
had promised a free grant of
land in the one-tenth part of Selkirk '
Estate and had it and
that there were retired
servants were equally entitled,
that have never received their grants
myself among the number He then
asked me to write full particu
lars of all

had
we
records

les

said, stole

your and said

send him a of

1o

been

received
many other

not

who

him

these matters

On
Sir

he 15th
Donald
he

March, 1889 1 sent
\. Smith all the informa
asked to prepare for
also the following
held among
which T find
that Riel

and records,

tion had me
wrote
the belief
and

viz

him, and

Regarding SO
many
held by

troved

persons is
vourself
the hooks
now the
he good enough to

des
maps
I have to

honor to ask vou

accept  from me
that I am
the

lands

copies
ing by
tions of
Selkirk
the
also be furnished
them |

two maps send-
express,
our titles
Istate

authenticity

founda-
in the
proving

showing
to

Documerts
of
if

Sav

these maps can
to have

in 1KRO

wish
that

Tou

might here
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Ex-Governor Morris compiled a book

showing the different treaties that
Canada had made with the Indians
and dedicated the work to the Earl
of Dufferin,  In that book thereis a
full copy of the Selkirk Treaty and a
map of the lands ceded.  There is al
S0 a portion of the deed given by the
Hudson's Bay Company to Lord Sel
kirk in 1811, a very small portion
however, the larger portion of the
deed is kept out of print I'he map
of the country deeded by the Hud
son’s Bay Company is also kept fron
the public The map of Selkirk's e
tate that 1 am sending  vou should
have appeared in Ex-Governor Mo
ris’ bhook

11, On the 8th April, 1889, Mr. B
Marion, M. P. P, when starting fo
Ottawa carried with him a list of all
the claims, and handed them to the
Minister of Interior when arriving a
Ottawa. The 11th claim in this list
was that of the retired servants of
the Hudron lav Company

12. A letter was sert by the Old
Settlers Committee to the Minist
of Interior in April, 1889, with the
list of c¢laims the retired servant
claim included, letters and lists  of
these claims were sent at the sanu
time to Sir D. A, Smith and R. Wat
son, M. P. P

13. A petition was sent to the Mir
ister of the Interior in  June, 1889
signed by French and English inhal
itants  asking for the appointment of
a commission to settle this and othe
claims

14, In the month of July, 1890, the
writer  interviewed the Ho |
Dewdney at Ottawa. three interview
were  held  discussing  the  variou
claims, the retired servants claim to

the one-tenth part of Lord Selkirk
Estate

was fully discussed, the writ
er having with him a copy of Col
ony  Register A It was the first

Tur Fer Trape

time  the original titles had  bewo
seen by the Deputy Minister, Mr. A
M. Burgess, and to his great surprise
although he expressed no desire  to
zet then

15. On the 6th March, 1905 a mem
orial was sent to Sir Wilfrid Laurier
asking him to provide for grars ol
land to the retired servants ol the
Hudson's Bay Company and their de
seendants,  in the  Autonomy  Bills
creating the Provinces of Saskatche
wan and Alberta Sir Wilfrid Law
ier gave a very kind reply on the 21st
April, 1905.°"

16, On or about the 16th June
1905, a petition to his Excellency the

Governor  General  and Couneil wa

ent to Mr. Lamont, M.P.. Ottawa
lor presentation Ihis petition wa
handed to the Minister the Inter
10r at Ottawa

When  Governon Schul hand
ed me  Register \ i Govern
ment House Winnipeg he asked
1 not  to  give pubhicity ther
to the Diets concerning the true own
ership of the lands in the old Bistriet
of \Assiniboia I questioned the rea
son, the Governor told me that ““the
Canadia Government  had  made a
terrible blunder in the way they took
over the District of Assiniboia and

would never do for it to bhe knowt
that as a servant of the Government

I have handed vou this powerful wea
pot Governor Schultz also point
( out other very substantial reasor
for maintainin at that time
which T newd ntion now hut
which 1 Vi uarded. Sirvee
coming 1o e Katchewar o
the 13th April, 1899 1 drew the at
tention  of the Hon. J. A Smart
then Deputy Minister of the Interio
to the great value of Register Bool
\ I informed him that “the hool
was at Government House, Winnipe
hat there i copy in Lonton, |
1 another in Fd l and 1
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bave a copy, | may add that uis
register was on file in the Red River
Colony before the year 1823, It is
most important to have Register

A" or a copy of it placed in the
Department of the Interioy at
Ottawa.’

Ater some further correspondence
on the subject, I was informed on
the 7th of February, 1900, *‘that Reg-
ister “*A"" had been transcribed by a
meniber of the stafi in the Dominion
Lands Oflice, Winnipeg, and a  full
copy of all its contents sent to the
Department of the Interior, Cttawa
and 1 have to thank you for the in-
formation vou have so Kindly given
on this subicet

\nd thus it took thirty vears from
the date of our entry into confedera
tion to bhe able to place in the hands
Ottawa

of the Federal Government a
the proofs as to our rightful owner
ship to part of the lands in the Di
trict of Assiniboia, commonly knowp
as Lord Selkirk's Estate
What then have we to say as retired
vants of the Hudson's Bay Com-
anv, and what is the object of our
petition to the Parliament of Canada
at this time”

Simply thisi=That out of the 7
155,552 acres of land reserved for
the retired servants of the Hudson's
Bay Company under the deed from
the Hudson's Moy Company to the
Earl of Selkirk on the 12th of June
1811, and reserved for no other use

intent or purpose whatsoever, only
about 152,345 acres of land have been
rranted to said retired servants, leav
ing a balance of ahout 7,203,207 acres
to be yet distributed among the retir
ed servants and their deseondonts, and
we ask that ) ! ! now dis
tributed among the retired servants
and their descendonts prd lea  the
present servants of the Tndean’s Ray

Company and their decerndants, I

a) uol be consicered reasonable to
attach any blame to the Government
of Canada for the serious blunder
that was made in the purchase they
claim to have made from the stock-
holders of the Hudson's Bay Com-
pany of the 74,565,520 acres of the
Selkirk Estate, before examining the
title; but now that the proof is before
them, we trust that we shall be al-
lowed the lands that so justly belong
to us, and we wish to be clearly un-
derstood that in the ad justment of
ol l'l.llln\, no one who is now a set
tler in the old District of Assiniboia
must be disturbed in his possession
or s patert set aside

Have we any guarantees that the
Federal Government is in duty bound
to secure this  property to us? We
have.

1. On the 6th December, 1869, we
were assured by the late Queen Vie-
toria's Proclamation issucd over this
country:—"“That all your civil and
religious rights and privileges, shall
be respected, your properties secured
to you.”

2. On the 16th of February, 1870,
Sir John Young, then Governor Gen-
eral of Canada, instructed his Grace
Archbishop Tache to give us the fol-
lowing assurance:—

All who have complaints to make,
or wish to express are called upon to
address  themselves to me as Her
Majesty's  Representative and you
may state with the utmost confidence
that the Imperial Government has no
mtention of acting otherwise than in
perfect good faith towards the peo-
ple of the North West. In declaring
the desire and determination of Her
Majesty’s Cabinet, you may safely
use the terms of the ancient formula,
“Right shall be done in all cases.”

3. The Manitoba Act guarantees
patents to lands that have been
granted by the license and authority
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of the Hudson's Bay Company, whe
ther in fee-simple or freehold or less
than frechold,  The one-tenth of Lord
Selkirk's Estate was set apart  for
us by a deed under the license and
authority of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany in 1811

One word regarding the Manitoba
Act.  The Manitoba Act was passed
in the Federal House of Commons on
the 12th May, I870—just two month
and three days before this country
was transferred to Canada Donbt
existed as to the validity of the Act
—and so in order to set the matter
at rest, the British House of Com
mons passed an Act on the 29th  of
June, 1871, which gave the required
validity to the Manitoba Act

And one word as to the transfer of
this country to
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Lord Selkirk's titles to  lands on
the Red and Assiniboine Rivers are
in our possession and also maps ot
S property

At the end of the third day the
Minister informed me that the De-
partment would consider the claims
more fully and give a reply in writ
ing I then left Ot 3
11th June,~+4 I received a letter
from the Deputy Minister of the In
terior in which he wrote as follows
regarding the Manitoba Acti—

‘All modes of acquiring lands be
fore the transfer mentioned in vow
letter would appear to be covered by
the provisions of the Manitoba Act
except  purchases  from  the Indian
Chiel Peguis

Have we anything to show that Sir
George Simpson \ttorney  for the
Selkirk executors ever gave retired
servants of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany free grants of land in the Sel
Kirk [Estate

Yes We still have a few of Si.
George Simpson's Certificates  for
lands given gratuitously to retired
servants of the Hudson's Bay Com
pany But  besides the certificates
that we hold, the writer has to say
that when he was Deputy Registrar
for the County of Lisgar, it was his

privilege to  examine applications

made for patents by old residents
and in many instances the settler
produced a certificate for lands that
had been given by Sic George Simp
son, free of charge, and this cernfi
cate was sent to Ottawa along with

the application for a patent from the
Crown
The late Thomas Sinclair, FEsq
Registrar for Lisgar and also the
Colonel W. N. Kennedy, Regis
for Selkirk
the certificates
the
should

late
trar
of

Simpson in
certificates

have handled several
Sir
way

file

of
same
he

George
These

on in the

1990




Department of the Interior at Ottawa

Register “B."" a copy of which has
been in Ottawa for many years, shows
many free grarts of land to retired
servants of the Hudson Bay Com
pany

\ll honor to M
ish for protecting
A. for our use and

John . McTav
Colony Register
benefit, and for
helping us as far as he could urder
the circumstances
I shall now

that this short history of

conclude by trusting
the claim
1 servants of the Hud
Company will meet with
the approval of the committee whose

of the reti

son's Bay
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wishes 1 have endeavored
ut

to carry

And that our parliamentarians i
the Federal House of Commons, and
in the Legislatures of Manitoba and
Saskatchewan will  examine most
carefully all the titles connected with
this matter, commencing from the
12th  June, 1811, and after having
done so, will then deal with us ac
cording to Her
in the spirit of British justice

JAMES TAYLOR,
Chairman

Majesty's promise—

Prince Albert
November 15th, 1905




NOTE.

All persons receiving  this  pamphlet will oblige by
acknowledging receipt of same to Jumes McKay, Esq., K.C,,

Secretary, Prince Albert, Sask.

As it is important that we should have the names of persons
who are claimants to the lands mentioned in this pamphlet,
it would greatly factlitate matters if the following form were

filled in by such claimants,

Namq
Present PO, Address.
Province ..

Place of service with  Hudson's  Bay Company

Length of time in service

This form may also be filled up by representatives of
retired servants of the Hudson's Bay Company, setting forth

their claims,







