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THAT
MAINWARING AFFAIR

CHAPTER I

TBI MAINWAMNOS

Th« flerce wnlight of . «Utrjr if .moon in the ewl*
I»rt of July forced iti way through every crevice udcnnny of the do^Iy di»wn ihutten in the luxuriow
pnv«te offices of Munwaring & Co., Stock Brokeir ud
slender daft, of light, darting here ud there, lent . rich
glow of color to the othenriie subdued tones of the de-
gant apartments.

A glance at the four occupuits of one «rf these rooms,
who had disposed themselves in various attitudes according
to their individual inclinations, revealed the fiK:t that ftree
out 01 the four were Englidmien, while the fourth miriit
have been denominated as a typical American fiom Uie
professional class. Of rather slender form, with a &ce of
rare sensitiveness and delicacy, and resUess, penetmtinK
^ei^ his every movement indicated energy and alertness
Onthe present occasion he had little to say, but was en-
gaged m listening attentively to the conversation of the
others.

B»ide a rosewood desk, whose belongings, arranged with
mathematical precision, indicated the methodical businea
habits of iu owner, sat Hugh Mainwaiing, seniw memb«

7
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lit!'

of the Ann of Mainwaring & Co., • man approaching hit

fiftieth birthday. Hii drea and mannen, lea pronoun-

cedly Engliih than thow of the remaining two, betokened

the polifhe<* man of the world ai well ai the ihrewd finan-

cier. He wore an elegant buiinea luit and hia linen waa

immaculate ; hit hair, dark and ilightly tinged with gray,

wai doaely cut ; hia imoothly ihaven bet, lea florid than

thoie of nia companions, waa particularly noticeable on

account of a pair of dark gray eyes, cold and calculating,

and which had at timet a tteel-like glitter. Though an

attractive fiue, it w«a not altogether pleating ; it waa too

leniuout, and indicated ttubbomnea and telf-will rather

than nnnnea or strength.

Hali recliii'ng upon a couch on the opposite side of the

room, in an attitude more comfortable than gracefiil,

leiiurely tmoking a fine Havana, waa Ralph Mainwaring,

of London, a cousin of the New York broker, who, at the

invitation of the latter, was paying hit firtt visit to the

great western metropolis. Between tiie two cousins there

were few points of resemblance. Both had the same cold,

calculating gaze, which made one., subjected to its scrutiny,

feel that he was being mentally weiglied and moisured and

would, in all probability, be found lacking; but the Lon-

doner possessed a more phlegmatic tampetament. A year

or two his cousin's junior, he looked considerably younger,

as his hair and heavy English side whiskers were unmixed

with gray and he was inclined to stoutnea.

Seated near him, in an immense arm-chair -"hich he

filled admirably, was William Mainwaring Thornton, of

London, also a guest of Hugh Mainwaring and distantly

connected with the two cousins. He was the youngest of

the three Englishmen and the embodiment of geniality.

He was a blond of the purest type, and his beard, parted

in the centre, was brushed back in two wavy, silken mamn,



THE MAINWARINCS

while hii dew blue eyei, beuning with Undlinea and
Sood-humor, had the fimnknea of « child'i.

Hugh Miinwwing, the wte heir to the ftmily cMale
•oon after the death of hii ftther, lome twenty-five yeai^
previoui to thii time, became weary o< the monotony of
hi» Engliih home-life, and, remlved upon making hii per-
manent home in one of the large eaitem ciUes of the
Umted Statei and embarking upon the uncertain and
treacheroui leai of iprcuUtion in the western world, had
old the esute which for a number of generationa had beenm the powMion of the Mainwaringi, and had come to
America. In addition to hii heavy capital, he had in-
verted a large amount of keen buiincs tact and abUity-
his venture had met with almort phenomenal iuccea and
he had acquired immenae wealth bcsidef hi> inherited
fortune.

His more conaervative cousin, Ralph Mainwaring, while
never quite forgiving him for having disposed of the estate,
had, nevertheless, with the shrewdness and foieught for
which his amily were noted, given to his only son the
name of Hugh Mainwaring, confident that his American-
English cousin would never marry, and hoping thereby to
win back the old Mainwaring estate into his own line of
the fiunily. His bit oC strategy had succeeded ; and now,
after more than twenty years, his foresight and worldly
wisdom were about to be rewarded, for the occasion of
this reunion between the long-separated cousins was the
celebration of the rapidly approaching fiftieth birthday of
Hugh Mainwaring, at which time Hugh Mainwaring, Jr.,
would attain his majority, and in recognition of that happy
event the New York millionaire broker had announced his
intention of making his will in fiivor of his namesake, and
on that day formally declaring him his lawful heir.

Thia had been the object of the conference in the private
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o|«e« of Hu|h MilnwMing, «ad now thrt it WM ow Md
•II iH»€«Ty anmngein«i.h«l been iMde, that icMlonu
turned from hii dert with a ligh of relief.

•' I am heartily glad that thii buniUM ii over," he .id
addre»ng hi. guett.; " it hM been on my mind for m»e
time, and I have comulted with Mr. VTiitney about it

"
with a dight nod toward, the fourth gentlemu,, who J.,
hi. attorney and legal adviwr. " We have both felt that
it Aould have been attended to before thi.; and yet a. I

considered thi. would be the moM iitting time to make a
toal adjuatment o. afbir., I have on that account delayed
toiWer than I otherwi^ would have done. Now every-
HUag if arranged, in a manner Mtia&ctory, I tnot, to all
PM«e. immediately concerned, and nothing remain, but
to draw up and execute the paper., which wiU be don-
to-morrow.'-

" You are not then troubled with any unp!.:a«at wper-
irtition. regarding the making of a wiU ?••

coi rented Mr
Thornton.

"N," replied the other, dowly. "I am not of the
opinion that it will haMen my exit from thi. world; but
even if it did, I would have the nti.ftction of knowing
that my own wi.he. would be carried out in the MtUemrot^y ertate, and that no one w^ derive any benefit
fiwn n^y demiK excepting thoM whom I condder legally
entitled dieteto."

"^'^

Ralph Mainwaring looked curiouriy at hi. couan throuch
half-doKd eye..

"I «ippoM," he remarked, very deliberately, "that
even in caw there were no will the property would revert
to our branch of the fiunily ; we are the neareM of kin
you know." '

"Yes, I know your ftmily would be conudered the
Uwfiil hein," Hugh Mainwaring repUed, while he and
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^^^ '^^ «*'^' "^ thi. U not Eb,.

with um, pretended cUim .g,i«, «,« .i,e. m^ i^^to «• .fliir, deflnitelr ««!«, i„ „y^;T ' •"^•

Of coune •• «ipo«w ,h, ^^^ ,,,^

'^yi^ My ri»« I might h.ve lud for th* boy'.^«d Hon-t .uppce. Thornton, that you have m» oS«tioni tt nuie on Edith'i «xount " '^ ^'*"

r.h::t^-------^-^'«:
•nje little c'ock on the nurble numtel chimed the hourof fo^, c««ng . genemi movement of wrpriK.

Pon my «,ull I had no idea it wTZ l«e " e.cWmed Mr. Thon>.o„, taing out hi. wJTwhS'HrhM^nwanng, touching« electric bu«on. replied.--
"*

nucipated. I will give lome instructiom to the h^rf
clerk. Md we will lave »t once.

"

"*'»*• •>««»

no.!il«^.Tr:^r^-^-^-—o^

P«^bly .hall not be at the^office for 1^'^'^
un^« wmeth.ng of unu««U importance Aould^mlS
or Mr. Chittenden. Any penonal calk if .~-.i.ii

POJ*n..M «y that I can'^Z3 aTl?:/cff"^ ""-

tic^'J""^ '^""'' """ -^^ " ^- ««^" '-tn-c

J'i"^'**'-
Whitney." Hugh Mainwari^g oMtinued atthe«me time touching «.other electric buL. -jT'^

II
*
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«. win b* one of our pmjr at Fair Oaki; my u«n-
^i^ twy wlU ccompuy w, and the papen will be drawn up

to-morrow in my private library, after which you wiU doM the honor to join la in the plcanra of the Mlowinf

"I an at your lenrlce, Mr. MainwaHng," napoodwl
the attorney; "but," he added, in low tonci, intei^iMi
only for Hugh Mainwaring'i ear, but which were heud
dlitincUy by the private tecretary, now Mandinf bedde the
d«*, " would it not be better to dmw up the WiU here, in
your private office? My ptemce at the houK on the
I«»ent occaiioa m^t attract attention and anme lome
MMpidooi ai to your intentioM."

" That makee no difference," replied Hugh Mainwaring,
quicUy, but abo ipeaking in a low tone; "my private
papera are aU at the houae, jid I chooK that thia bjdnca
AaU be conducted there, i believe that I am maMer inmy own houae yet."

Mr. Whitney bowed in acquieacencc, and Hugh Main-
waring turned to hia lecretary,—
"Mr. Scott, Jutt doae up everything in the office as

quickly aa poidble and get ready to accompMiy me to Fair
Otta; I ihaU need you there for two or three dayfc"

It wa. not the first time the prii|pecietary had accom-
panied Mr. Mainwaring to hii eleglffl wburban itsidence
»n<l he UKJentood perfectly what waa expected of him. and
immediately withdrew to make hit piepaimtion. at expedi-
tioudy aa poanble.

For lome reaaon, which Hugh Mainwaring had never
•topped to explain even to himaelf. he alwayi accorded to
hM private secretary much more reqiect and coi<3idemtion
than to any one of his other numetooi employees
Hany Scott was not only a young man of superior edu-

cation and good breeding, but what particularly imsimei
u
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W|i^J|JOTw In hli fcvor WM . wtttlBwrtunU M,,,. ,1^^

fl««» of M.lnw.rin, 4 Ca, «Ml M Jn^^ i«flnmimiMd dellcKy which keof him, under all ciraiin«wK».
from My iw,*4«r* o th« one h«rf. or undue familiuii*

H.tLr^ ?• ?• "•''' "^^^ ^' "^ *«<••

BtUe nor. thM • j«,. wd. h,„„, ft^^^r accoopMled
hto to P.lr Onto to mnain for . d.y or tJof«^^
quwUy, quite (kmiliw with the ho«e wd groundT
A» he K-entered the roon., having exchund hit bwi."« wit for one more wiuble to the ocoMion, there wm

»« one premt but what inrtinctively, though perfaan««o«do»4y. ,«xvu«d in him a t„* ^XnTlS
tt«ed him ai wch. Tall, with a q>leodid physique

pMty which, a few momenta later, enteied the Mainwarinc«^. with it, CO., of a«^ and wltod away rS
direction of Fair »«H / » •»



CHAPTER II

r\

•f1

a

rAW (MRS

Tn hone of Hugh Maimnring «m om of Ttnr
pihtW wburbM midMiM lihMtcd on a b«MitiftU avenue
nmniBf in a northcrijr direction fhMi the city, but it had
aol bcm for io nany jmui in hit poMadon without
wpiiiinf MOM or.tbe chanMteriMiai of in oirner, which
pve it an indiTiduality quite dteinct from in ekipni
ncifhbon. It had originally belonged to one of the ohtat
and wcalthieM funilicf in the couaty, for a itrictly modem
houM, without a vartige ofanUquenem lingering in ita halb
and with no faint uuma of bygone dayii pervading in
•«n»ai|*«te, would have been entirely too plebeian to luit
the taf^i of Hugh NUinwariog.
From the Hreet to the main entiancc a broad drivewmy

woon.1 beneath the jnteriacing bought rf a double line

.

giwJt oaks, frrm whi.h the place had Ovrived iti name
BeauUM groundi extended in e||||«rection. and in the
nnr of the manrion sioped niii^ypjlii sdge of a mUl
4ake. Facing the weit wai the main entnmce to the howe,
which was nearly surrounded by a broad veranda, com-
manding a fine view, not only of the ground* and imtrt-
diately surrounding country, but also of the Hudson River
not &r distant.

'

The aoutuwettem portion of the building contained the
private toomi of Huj^ Mainwaring, including what wm
known as the "tower," and had been added by him soon
after he had taken posMnon of the place. This part of

«4
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»*«-. llBin, A, wlb (h-n floor u, t^U.rbZkT£

™«»»ft«« Mr. M.lnw.ring denominM«d hi. "mc.

tb* ^ of that M, i7?^ ""okinfrooin, uid in

m.i_ k.« Ir^ ^ ""• corri«ior ntendiiw from th.««^. bo. U^ WM o« the «..h rid. ofIZe^

.l«dr mentioned W^ *' "^' '^"

a^dfc!
"^^''' «^'W^"'« ch.«cteri«ic of F«,

OJ. rince corjmg i„,o the po««on of Hugh Mainw.!"

S^T^^ the reception of "Uncle M«e," fte

^1.r '-,r«=^«f «hegn«„d.. were im,;^^;

^or l!i"*^^^'J'«^"-°' ^eotheneithirC

^^C^'.^^^ •" ch«.be„n.id. oneJ^
S«oSoJ^ ^^ *e «erve which ch«cteri«d

>S
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Compuatively few lervtnti wete employed and few wei«
needed, for never, until the praent occasion, had Fair

Oaks been thrown open to guests. Occasionally Mr.
Mainwaring brought out from the city two or three gentle-

man friends, whom he entertained in royal fashion. Some-
times these guests were accompanied by their wives, but

such instances were extremely rare, as ladies were seldom
seen at Fair Oaks.

In the entertainment of these occasional guests Mr.
Mainwaring was frequently assisted by Mrs. LaGtange,
known as his housekeeper, but in reality holding a position

much more advanced thiin is usually implied by that term.

Among those who had been personally entertained by Mis.

LaOrange, this fiust, of itself, excited little comment ; it

being evident that she was as &miliar with the fiuhionable

world as was their host himself, but surrounding her was
the same dim haze of mystery that seemed to envelop the

entire place, impalpable, but thus &r impenetrable.

She had come to Fair Oaks some fifteen years previous

to this time, dressed in deep mourning, accompanied by
her intiint son, about three years of age, and it mm gener-

ally undentood that she was distantly related to Mr. Main-

waring. She was a strikingly handsome woman, with that

type of physical beauty which qg|huids admiration, rather

than winning it ; tall, with suHIPnrm and carriage, rich

olive skin, large dark eyes, brilliant as diamonds and as

cold, but which could become luminous with tenderness or

fiery with passion, as occasion required. To those whom
she sought to entertain she could be extremely charming,

but to a few even of these, gifted with deeper insight than

the others, it seemed that beneath that &scinating manner
was a dangerous nature, a will that would brook no restraint,

that never would be thwarted ; and that this was, in reality,

the power which dominated Fair Oaks.

i6



FAIR OAKS

After yean of mysterious seclumon, however, the beauti-
ful home of Hugh Mainwaring, while maintaining its usual
reserve towards its neighbors, had thrown open its doon to
guests from across the water ; and on the particular after-
noon of the conference in :he private offices of Main-
waring * Co., there might have been seen on one of the
upper balconies of the mansion at Fair Oaks a group of
five English tadies, engaged in a discussion of their fiist

impressions regarding their host and his American home.
The group consisted of Mrs. Ralph Mainwaring and her
daughter Isabel

; Miss Edith Thornton, the daughter of
William Mainwaring Thornton and the fiancie of Hugh
Mainwaring, Jr. ; Miss Winifred Carleton, a cousin of
Miss Thornton

; and Mrs. Hogarth, the chaperone of the
last named young ladies.

Understanding, as they did, the occasion of this their
first visit to the western worid, and being personally inter-
ested in the happy event so soon to be celebrated, they
naturally felt great interest in their new surroundings.
The young Udies were especially enthusiastic in their
expressions of admiration of the house and grounds, while
Mrs. Mainwaring, of even more phlegmatic temperament
than her husband, remarked that it was a fine old place,
really much finer thanj|e expected to see, which was quite
an admission on her pfll

" It is just as lovely as it can be !" said Winifred Carle-
ton, coming from the railing, where she had been watching
the broad expanse of ocean visible in the distance, and
seating herself on a divan beside her cousin. " I do think,
Edith, you are the most fortunate giri in the worid, and I
congratulate you with all my heart."

"Thank you, Winnie," replied Miss Thornton, a pro-
nounced blonde like her fefher, with large, childlike blue
eyes

; " but it will be yours to enjoy as much as mine, for

•7



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

you will alwrnyi be with me; at leut, till you an iMrried,
you know."

" That ii a very recklea decUtation on your part, for I

am likely never to marry," responded Mia Carleton,
lightly. She wi« an orphan and an heitcn, but had a
home in the family of WiUiam Mainwaring Thornton, who
wai her uncle and guardian.

I«bel Mainwaring, reclining in a hammock near Mis
Thornton, smiled languidly. She was tall, with dark hair
and the Mainwaring cold, gray eyes. " You scem to ignore
the ict," she said, " that our cousin is likely to live in the
exclusive enjoyment of his home for many years to come."
"You mercenary wretch I" retorted Miss Carleton;

"are you already counting the yean before Mr. Main-
waring's death?"

" Isabel, I am shocked I" excUimed Mrs. Mainwaring.
"I don't know why," replied that young Udy, cooUy.

"I was only thinking, mamma; and one is not always
accountable for one's thoughts, you know."

"But," said Miss Thornton, wonderingly, raising her
large eyes, iiill of inquiry, to Mrs. Mainwaring, "after
our cousin has announced his intention of making Hugh
his heir, don't you think he will be likely to extend other
invitations to visit Fair Oaks ?" ^

"Undoubtedly, my dear," i^Rd Mis. Mainwaring,
" there will probably be an exchange of courtesies between
the two branches of the &mily from this time. Though
I must say," she added, in a lower tone, and turning to
Mrs. Hogarth, "I do not know that I, for one, will be
particularly anxious to repeat my visit when this celebration
is once over. So 6t as I can judge, there seems to be no
society here. Wilson has learned from the servants that

Mr. Mainwaring lives very quietly, in lact, receives no
company whatever; and, I may be mistaken, but it cer-

iS
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tiiiUy Mem. to me that thi. Mn. UGnmge occupie. nuher
•n anomtlous parition. She ii here „ hi. hou.ekeeper •
"fnrMt, yet .he entertuns hi, guest., wd her muuiei. ue
•nytbiDg but thoK of a Mrvant.

"

"Why Aouldn't die, mamma?" inquired label, lather
abruptly. " Coudn Hugh ha. never married.-which i. a
very good thing for u.. hy the way,-*nd who would help
nim entertain if hi. housekeeper did not ?'

'

"It i. not her positi i to which I object so much,"
remarked Mrs. Hogarth, quieUy, " though I admit it ^em.
rather peculuu-, but there is wmiething about her own per-
"wnality thj npreses me very unfiivoiably. ' •

"In your opinion, then, she is not a proper peraon,"
said Mr.. Mainwaring, who was fond of jumping at con-
duaon.

;
" well, I quite agree with you.

"
"No," said Mrs. Hogarth, with a smile, "I have not

yet formed so decided an opinion as that. I am not pre-
pared to say that she is a bad woman, but I believe she is
a very dangerous woman."
"Dear Mm. Hogarth, how mercilealy you always scattermy fincies to the winds!" exclaimed Miss Thornton;
until this moment I admired Mis. UGrange very much '

'

"I did not," said Miss Carleton, quickly; "from my
first glimpse of her sb«i>as seemed to me Uke a maliKn
preance about the place, a veritable serpent in this beauti-
nil Eden I"

"Well," sold Isabel Mainwaring, with a slight shrug,
1 see no reason for any concern regarding Mm. La-

Grange whatever she may be. I don't suppose she will
be entailed upon Hugh with the property ; and I only hope
that before long we can buy back the old Mainwaring
estate into our own branch of the femily. ' •

"That is just wlut your father intends to have done
Whenever the property comes into Hugh's possession,"

•9
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rc,>Ued Mn. Mainwuing, and wm about to my miwthing
fiuther, when a mutical whifUe attiacted the attention of
the ladies, and, looking over the balcony lailing, they kw
Hu^ Mainwaring, Jr., approaching the home, on his
return from a day'i fishing, accompanied by Walter La-
Grange, a young sophomore, home on his vacation.

The former wis a typical young E.igUshman, with a
fiank, pleasant countenance. The latter, while inheriting
his mother's beauty and resembling her in a marked de-
gree, yet betrayed in his fiux a weakness which indicated
that, lacking ability to plan and execute for himself, he
would become a ready tool to aid in carrying out the
detigos of others.

The ladies, having discovered the hour to be much later

than they supposed, and knowing that the gentlemen would
soon return from the city, speedily adjourned to their
dresung-rooms to prepiue for dinner.



CHAPTER III

THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMINT Or HUGH MAINWAWJIO

IMMEDIATKLV after break&st the following morning, Hugh
Mainwanr-. having excused himself to his guests, retired
to his pnvste library, in company with his secretary and
Mr. Whitney, his attorney. A number of fine saddle-
horses havmg been brought around from the subles, the
young people cantered gayly down the oak-lined avenue
intent upon a morning rid;, their voices echoing musicaUy
through the grounds. The elderly people, after a short
chat, gradually dispersed. Mrs. Mainwaring retired to her
room for her accustomed morning nap; Mis. Hogarth
sought the huge library and was «x>n absorbed in theworUof her fiivorite author, while Ralph Mainwaring and
Mr. Thornton strolled up and down the gravelled walks,
enjoying their cigars.

" This is a very good bit of property," remarked Mr.
Mainwaring at length, mnning his eye with cold scrutiny
over the mansion and grounds ; " taking into consideration
the stocks and bonds and various business interests that
wiU go with it, it will make a fine windfall for the boy "
" That it will, and Hugh certainly is a lucky dog I" re-

sponded Mr. Thornton ;
•< but you seem to have some defi-

nite knowledge regarding our cousin's finances; has he
given you any idea as to what he is really worth?"
"He? Not a word." Then no" an expression of sur-

prise on his companion's &ce, M nwsuing continued.
I have a number of business acq. atances on this side

(\
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the water, and you may rm „ured I have kept mywlf
well poMed aa to the way thing, were going all theie yean.
I have had lomething of thU kind in view all the time "
"I might have known it," replied Mr. Thornton,

with an amiaed .mile. •< I never yet nw a Mainwmring
who did not undentand how to feather hi. own neM.
Well a. you «y, it i. a fine piece of property; but, doyw know, Mainwaring, it .trike. me that the old boy wem.
a bit anxiou. to get it di.po«rf of according to hi. own
liking a. quickly a. pomble."
" It doe. look that way," the other acknowledged.
"Well, now, doesn't that Kern a little peculiar, when,

with no direct heir, that we know of, the property would
in any caw revert to your family?"

Ralph Mainwaring puffed in nlence for a few momenta,
then removing hi. cigar and slowing knocking off the adie.
he replied very deliberate!

j
,— '

"It i. my opinion that he and that attorney of hi.
are aware of wme ponible cUimant., of whom we know
nothing."

"That i. my idea exactly," add Mr. Thornton; "and,
don t you know, it has occurred to me that pomibly, un-
known to us, Harold Mainwaring may have left a child,
whose existence is known to Hugh."

'• That would cut no figure in this case," Mr. Mainwar-
mg answexed, quickly. "Even had there been a living
child,_which there was not,-he could make no claim-
whatever, for Harold was disinherited by his father's
will."

"Yes, I know the old gentlemen disinherited Harold,
but would his heirs have no claim ?"

" Not under that will. I was present when it was read
and I remember it debarred 'both him and hi. heii,.
forever.'"
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" Poor Harold I" tdd Mr. Thornton, after a momtnt'*
Hence; "he wai the elder ion, wu he not?"

•• Ve», and hii bther'i bvorite. It brake the old maa
heart to diiinherit him. He fiUled npidly after that oc-
curred, and he never wai the mmt towardi Hugh. I al-
ways thoiieht that accounted for Hugh'* lelling the old
place ai he did ; it had too many unplcannt roemo-
riec"

" Harold died won after that unfortunate roarriase. I
beUeve."

"Yea; he learned too late the character of the woman
he had married, and after the death of their only child, he
left her, and a few yean later wai lost at lea."

"Well," continued Mr. Thornton, afterapawe, "have
you the remotest idea as to who these possible daimanH
against the property may be ?"

" Only the merest suspicion, as yet too vague even to
mention

; but I think a day or two will probably enable me
to determine whether I am correct or not."

At that moment, Harry Scott, the private secretary,
appeared, with a message to the gentlemen from Hugh
Mainwaring, to the effect that he would like to have them
join himself and Mr. Whitney in his libnuy.
As they passed around to the southern entrance with the

secretary, they did not observe a closed carriage coming
swiftly up the driveway, nor a tall, slender man, with ca-
daverous features and jharp, peering eyes, who alighted
and hastily rang for admittance. But two hours later, as
Mr. Thornton was descending the winding stairway in the
main hall, he caught a glimpse of the strange caller, just
taking hU departure. The stranger, hearing footsteps,
turned towards Mr. Thornton, and for an instant their eyes
met. There was a mutual recognition ; astonishment and
scorn were written on Mr. Thornton's fcce, while the
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'"•elftobepwicuJarlveB,^^,
^^rMge exerted

he. though cJSTL!^ '"» !° ^''^ ^'"'"•y. »»'«

he turn^ «„.ewh...5™p«,,h';:hrr.^;;'^^^^^^

.ion fl„hJ^:^^ of'Mri:^"'
' '-"'-«P-

"coundtel." ^' * " "^y*^' «nd a

only th.t'1 met hilTet ^1^;:^^"^"' "' *-•'

calm '.^t'lTh*
'*'"' '"''"^' *-«'• Oe ren«i„ed

-limed Mhr^Ttir?"""' ^"i-""«'""c

!>. .e ^e or tLr;:.sr-rrLtT
"Oh vL™i"^!^\^ "" •" *"« -""try r ^''

OI>, yes. rephed Ralph Mainwaring ; "I ,eft E„g.
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ta-d abow two y«„ ,,0; he ptayrt one too wny of hh

hopl»,. I „pp«,. u, ««, . wide, ^,„ „f ^^^ ,^^
"Pojjribly I may have been muuken." remrked Mr.Thornton, qme, y. rdizing ,h., he h«. uncon«:io«ly

^:?xiSr' "'°"'' '•""' •"• -»'""- -
An.wkw^ .ilence followed, broken by young Scott.

Sn^h f•,^»*^"«'' "bni'y. where he ^VL
,h. K .^ ' ^*'' '^""^"'8 P^-ed for . few word, irifh«« buUer. .nd the .ttomey. p«i„g « .fc,, ^V"c««ht the nun', reply, given in . low tone.-

^^
"No, iirj Mn. UGimnge."
A litUe Uter. the l»t will «d t««,ment of Hugh Main-w«ng WM „g„ed by the t.«..or, «d duly .SLed by

Hugh^Ma.nw.r,ng drew . heavy .igh. «yi„g ;„•; u^
'• That i. M I wiihed, my name«ke i, mr heir •"

thenUtng the document, he pUced it in .he hJd. o ki,^
To-monow

1 , it to be read in the presence of\ll themember, of the family, after which. Mr.VhitnTy 1 dLt
.0 have .t put m your po««on for »fe keeping ^ntilT"needed; when that will be, no one can -yjiit may bLsooner than we think. •

'

•"/.i may be

A marked change had come over his manner sinceluncheon, and hi. tone., even more than hi. wor,^ ^^eep m,pr«„on on the mind of everyone p,«ent The^de of melancholy ,»^, however, and. ringing^
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be", Hugh Mtlnwmring ordeiwl cMtrUmm for hlm-.i/. a u,.
«»«» for the .ftemool. .Bd dep^M^vT^r

"^ **

once more and l«vi. n«, .
i'l«™ra"y

1 I will Much
H.Z I ? ^ I ' ' "'"*' '"Mplored."H.«ng locked the library, he retun,[d to the i.ie HeMew the combination, and loon tl» <™..T

ope-, -vealin, .he cJn.enu^^^ IS thn^"*

•-d undert.^1tJlL hTtr«l T '" "" '"'^ »-

he began a c.ru. ^^^:rZ.1ZZr^lT.'corapartmentt. Variom Driv.». h1
'nwugh all the

">d then replaced i^^«"T- ^""""'"^ ""^ '»">'»«»

-eemed ofToT^l STd^"!!"'"""' '
^'^'»' ''"' «"

he hoped to find
"'''^'"^ »«>"»<=• of that which

explored. Further March reveded the key concealed in ,



THE M8T WFLL AND TESTAMENT

""J^T" "• •PP««' '« to ih« lock; the cover Ik.

^o'junli.h. fell ^«. hta rtoolder u^itjZ«^«^ .lining «,d «ineUW„, f««, theZthTofTl

ir1 '^.'""r
"^ • p«w yellow «d ««y ;..h•ge. he Igh, of which thrilled him with hop. He

J^
7" ""^ "»* object of hi. «,rch. WithTl^

.nn'Il'rf
*'"! '*™"« "" •»'*' "hen he hetrt footMeo.

doo« of the «fe together, tuming the h«.dle w m to lock

oJUte^;;-^"* •""•• -^^ '-'">« «-

.

-•n^^rre^^lr::^'-:"-'— Mr.M.„.

Heni^"r*'"^r'
•!."•' "=»^= " •'O'e the name of -

,

" Show the gentleman up." he lid. Tie buUeTbowed»d wa. gone, and in an incredibly .hort time. whTv^Scott
. pube thrabbcd wildly f™„ hi. recent d^^'"'the stranger entered the room

ow»very.

What co«nandmg pre.ence, rather pde Ue, dark mo»
»7
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•iJd«,«dbl.ekcurnn,W,. H,,o«drt^«.«,

*>ferrou,Mr.Qirnrth«;r ^^ Wh« «, I

birthday. «kI « f, i.^ r* **f"- To-morrow i. hit

co.;;ircii;';::if• ^"'-' '^-k. "•>.. scot, w«

now I recUl .h.. Vf TT^

'

^ ""P*^ ""X ""tad. but

"»miy would not intrude at > time » inopportune "
The wcretary started ' < r w^ ..„.

FFuriune.
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^
"PWiBpi no«," rtplied th* other, in • pKaUu Um.
I mtrtljr bMrd it mMiionod, and All putla have mr

coiifiUutetioiifudbM«ri.hci. Kindly «y to Mr. Main,
•wing that whtn iIm happjr event !• over I hope he will
|<ve me hi* ewli«« conrfdeimtion. My addra. for the
P«wnt will be the Arlington Houm. Do not take the
trouble to ring, I can And my way."
" Vou will And thia way much ihorter, lir," Scott -eplied,

«J)eiilng the door into the anuthem hall. Mr. Camithen
thanked him and, with a profound bow. took his departure
Ai the hour waa late, Scott found it neccMry to devote

himwirat once to hi> work, and he had but JuM completed
It when the sound of wheels was heard outside, and a lew
moments Uter his employer entered the room.
The latter studied Mr. Camithers's card quite attentlvclr,

i.
'

frowned upon learning that his intentions n-nidini
the making of his will had become known by outridenL
but he soon seemed to foiget the occurrence. Soon all
were gathered about the dinner-table, and the eveninc
pMwd very pleasantly.

^
When, at a Ute hour. Hugh Mainwaring, in the dimly.

Ughted veranda, bade his guests good-night. he gmsped the^^rf his namesake and Hid, in a tone remarkably

"Hugh, my boy. the distance is long between the
trenty-Arst and the Aftieth mile-stones on the journey of
Ufc. Heaven gnmt, when you shall have reached the
tatter, you may look back over , brighter pathway than
I do to-night !" t~

7
-a

-irTiVT *^';/°™« •»" P««>. he murmured to him-
•elf. If I could but have had just such a son as he !"
He did not see, though there was one who did, awwan's form glide away in the dim Ught. her eves

(wmuig with malignant fixe.

*9
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CHAPTER IV

A TERRIBLE AWAKENING

For some time after his guests had retired, Hugh Main-wanng remained outside, walking up and down in the
storhght^apparentjy absorbed in thought. When at length

i:>rrrt:;tr''-
•''-•-'-----

-

'•At once, sir, if you wish," the secretary replied.No there is no hurry
; any time within an hour," and

'

he passed up-stairs.

n^!'"'^'^l "^'r
"^ ^°" P™""* down the cor-ndor towards the hbmry. but paused on hearing an angry

Grl^ge"
""''* "' " """ '^'^'"^ asVrs fZ

"Where would you be to-night?" she cried, "wherewould you have been all these years, if I had bu expo^

bro&er dunng his lifetime; you have pei^istently ignored^ur son, your own flesh and blood ; and now you^ouldrob him, not only of his father's name, but of his fether's
fortune,_cast him off with a mere pittance,-^d pu

that you had been given such a son as he! You arem my power, and you know it only too well; and I will^e you^and your high-bom, purse-proud family rue^
Hugh Mainwaring-s reply to this tirade was in«idible
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unt,l the hbnuy door opened «d M™. UG™„ge cj^e

«carc«y aware of his presence until, as he pasKd downthe comdor and entered the library he ,^^^^1?

I will detain you but a moment. Mr. Scott.- he said^king wearily ;" I have a few instructions I would^^you to carry out early in the morning; and I alTl S

He went to his room, but not to sIp..,^ m- j
.»o full of the events of the^^L^ llTsslI
^e^^tedeven^ofthemor^i. S^ighrirrt:^to his discovery of the afternoon, and. taldne the shlb^document from his pocket, he read and re.reL^^^,'

none with it ? Should he let his employer know at once

he hold It for a few days and await developments?

hisis ""T f'°^' "'''° "' "-> "0"^ from

exhausted and weary to undress, threw'himsdf as he ^upon a couch and was soon sleeping heaVil^
3'
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The sun was shining brightly into his room, when
Harry Scott was awakened the next morning by a woman's
scream, followed by cries and sobs and a confused sound of
running to and fro. Almost before he could collect his
thoughts, he heard steps approaching his room, and, rising,

hastily exchanged the smoking-jacket in which he had
slept for a coat. He had barely time to make the change
when there was a loud knock, and some one called his

name in quick, sharp tones.

Opening the door, he saw Mr. Whitney standing before
him, while in the background servants were running in
different directions, wringing their hands and moaning and
crying hysterically.

"Mr. Scott," said the attorney, in tones trembi ng with
excitement, " come to the tower-room at once ; Mr. Main-
waring has been murdered !"

"Mr. Mainwaring murdered!" he exclaimed, reeling
for an instant as if from a blow. " Great heavens ! it can-
not be possible

!"

"It is terrible, but a feet, nevertheless," replied Mr.
Whitney; "he was murdered last night in his private

rooms."

"How and when was it discovered?" Scott inquired,
his mind still dazed by the wild torrent of thought surging
through his brain as he recalled the events of the previous
nighk.

" Hardy, his valet, was the first to discover it this morn-
ing. We have telephoned for his physician and for the
coroner; they will be out on the next train from the
city."

Harry Scott shuddered as he entered the femiliar room
where he had taken leave of his employer but compara-
tively few hours before. Even amid the confusion, he
noted that in the outer room everything appeared the same

3»
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M When he Ust nw it, but the portitres at the fiuther side,
pushed widely open, revealed a ghagtly sight.
Upon the floor, about half-way between the desk and

«fc, his head resting in a small pool of blood, lay Hugh
iUinwaring. He was inclined slightly towards his right
side, his arm parUally extended, and on the floor, near his
nght h«id, lay a revolver, while an ugly wound just above
the nght eye and near the temple showed where the
weapon had done ite deadly work. The closely cut hair
about the temple was singed and his (ace was blackened
showing that the 6tal shot had been fired at close nmge
There were no indications, however, of a struggle of any
kind

;
the great revolving-chair, usually standing in. front

of the desk, had been pushed aside, buf -ything eke
was in Its accustomed place, and the des! losed and
locked.

Ralph Mainwaring was already kneeling beside the body

;

Mr. Thornton and young Mainwaring, who had entered
immediately after Scott and the attorney, stood speechless
with horror. With what conflicting emotions the young
secretary gazed upon the lifeless form of his employer?
fortunately for him at that moment, no one knew; as his
mind cleared, he began to realize that his position was
likely to prove a diflicult and dangerous one, and that he
must act with extreme caution.

The silence was first broken by Mr. Thornton, who ex-
claimed,

—

" Terrible
! Terrible

1 What do you think, Mainwaring ?
IS this murder or suicide ?'

'

"Time alone will tell," replied Mr. Mainwaring in a
low tone

; "but I am inclined to think it is murder."
" Murder without a doubt !" added Mr. Whitney.
" But who could have done such a deed ?" groaned Mr

Thornton.
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Hugh Mainwaring was attired, a« when Scott had laat

•een him, in a rich dresing-gown ; but as the lecretary

knelt beside the silent form and touched the left hand
lying partially hidden in its folds, he gave a slight start,

and, quickly passing his hand within the dressing-gown,

announced in a low tone,

—

" His diamond ring and his watch are both gone I"

" Robbery !" exclaimed young Mainwaring ; " that must
have been the object of the murderer I" while his fiither,

glancing towards the safe, remarked,

—

"Wc must ascertain whether anything else is miss-

ing."

" We will mahe a tl^orough examination of the room
after the coroner's arrival," said Mr. Whitney, "but, for

the present, everything must remain as it is."

" Should we not send for a detective at once?" Mr.
Thornton inquired.

" I have already telephoned for one upon my own re-

sponsibility," replied the attorney.

"When were you last in these rooms, Mr. Scott?"
asked Ralph Mainwaring of the secretary, who had risen

to his feet and was making a careful survey of the room.
"About twelve o'clock last night, sir," was his reply;

then noting a look of surprise on the iaces about him, he
added,

—

' ' came at Mr. Mainwaring's request, as he wished to

give directions regarding some work to be done this

morning."

" He was alone at that time?"

"Yes, sir."

" How did he appear?" inquired Mr. Thornton.
'

' The same as usual, except that he seemed very weary. '

'

"Was he in this room?" asked Mr. Mainwaring.
" No, sir; he was seated in the library."

34
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The sound of voicet in the corridor sttnicted Mr. Main-
waring'a attention, and he turned quickly to hii son,

—

" Hugh, I hear your mother'i voice ; go and meet her.

The ladies must not be allowed to come in here."

Mr. Thornton turned to accompany young Mainwaring.
Near the door he met his daughter and Miss Carleton,

while a little farther down the corridor were Isabel Main-
waring and her mother. With terror-stricken faces they
gathered about him, unable to believe the terrible report

which thuy had learned from the servants. As best he
could, he answered their numerous inquiries, and, having
escorteJ tl.em to another part of the house, left them in

charge of young Mainwaring, while he returned to the
library.

Meanwhile, the news of the murder had spread with
lightning-like rapidity, and already crowds of people, drawn
by that strange ikscination which always exists for a certain

class in scenes of this kind, were gathering on the grounds
outside the house, forming in little groups, conversing

with the servants, or gazing upward with awe-stricken

glances at the closely-dn-wn shutters of the room in the
tower. The invisible barriers which so long had excluded
the public from Fair Oaks had been swept away by the
hand of death, and rich and poor, capitalist and laborer,

alike wandered unrestrained up and down the ork-lined
avenue.

At the door of the library, Mr. Thornton found Ralph
Mainwaring and the attorney conversing together in low
tones.

"Yes," Mr. Mainwaring was saying, "as you say, it is

undoubtedly murder ; but I confess Iam at a loss to under-

stand the motive for such a deed, unless it were robbery

;

and you do not seem to give that idea much credence?"
Mr. Whitney shook his head decidedly. " Unless we

35
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find very itrong evidence in that direction, I cannot

believe that this is any case of common robbery."

"But to what other motive would you attribute it?"

in<|uired Mr. Mainwaring.

" Until further facts have been developed which may
throw light upon the nubject, I do not feel prepared to say

what the motive might have been."

"You evidently have your suspicions," remarked Mr.

Mainwaring, while Mr. Thornton inquired,

—

" Had our cousin any enemies that you know of?"

Mr. Whitney turned a keen, penetrating glance upon
Mr. Thornton for an instant, and the latter continued,'—

"I thought it possibly that in his business relations he
might have incurred the enmity of some one of whom you
knew."

"No," the attorney answered, quickly, "I am not

aware of anything of that nature. Mr. Mainwaring made
few intimate friends, but he was universally respected by
all who knew him. If he had any enemies/' he added,

very slowly, " they were within his own household."

Ralph Mainwaring looked sharply at the attorney, but

Mr. Thornton exclaimed,

—

"Egad I sir, but you surely do not think this deed was

committed by any one of the inmates of this house?"

"As I have already said," replied Mr. Whitney, "1
am not prepared to state what I do think without further

knowledge of the facts in the case."

"Of course we understand that," rejoined Mr. Main-
waring ;

" but we desire to have the benefit of your opin-

ions and judgment regarding this case so soon as you do feel

justified in expressing them, and, since you are vastly

more familiar with the circumstances surrounding it than

we, we wish to rely on your suggestions in this matter,"

The attorney bowed "My advice for the present
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would be to Uke ore that no one leave* the premiic*, aiid

that you bIki send for Mn. IjiGrange ; I with to aee her,"
he aaid briefly, and paned into the library.

Ralph Mainwaring beckoned to the butler, who wai
standing at a little distance, awaiting orders.

"Call the housekeeper at once, Mr. Whitney wishes to

see her in the library ; and send Wilson to me, and also

the coachman."

With a silent acknowledgment of Ihe order the butler

withdrew, and a moment later, John Wilson, a middle-
aged man and a servant of Ralph Mainwaring's who had
accompanied him from Ix>ndon, appeared, followed by
Brown, the coachman at Fair Oaks.

Mr. Mainwaring first addressed the latter. " Brown, for

Itie next hour or so, I wish you to be stationed in the hall

below. Keep back the crowd as much as possible ; when
the coroner and physician arrive show them up at once,
but on no account allow any one else to come up-stain."

Then turning to his own serving-man, as Brown de-

parted to the duties a.ssigned him, Mr. Mainwaring con-
tinued,

—

" For you, Wilson, I have a task which I cannot intrust

to any one else, but which I know you will perform fiiith-

faUy and discreetly ; so far as you are able, keep a close

watch upon every one within this house, without seeming
to do so ; pay close attention to all conversation which you
hear, and if you hear or see anything unusual, or that

seems to have any bearing on what has occurred, report to

me at once. Above all, do not let any of the servants

leave the premises without they have my permission."

"Very well, sir," Wilson replied; as he moved away
the butler i

• reappeared.

' The housekeeper has not yet left her room, he
said, addressing Mr. Mainwaring. " I gave the message by
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the charobemiaid, and ihe lent word that i>he had been
praatrated by the terrible newi thif morning, air, but that

he would ice Mr. Whitney in a few momentii."

Ai the man retreated, Mi. Thornton paimed middenly in

hii walli up and down the corridor,

—

" 'Pon my aoul, Mainwaring I it atrilten me—particu-

lariy lince hearing that will read yesterday—that there

muM have been aomething with reference to that woman
—well—rather peculiar, don't you know."

"Ititrikeame," replied Mr. Mainwaring with marked
emphaiis, • that there may be something rather ' peculiar,'

a> you call it, in that direction st present, and I believe

Mr. Whitney is of the aami opinion."

" How is that? You surely do not think it possible that

in his mind she is in any w.y associated with this murder—
if it is a murder?"
" He evidently suspects some one in this house, and for

the present we can draw our own inferences. Regarding
those provisions in the will to which you just now alluded,

I can assure you I was not too well pleased ; but I knew it

was useless to raise any objections or questions ; to my
mind, however, they furnish a clue as to the passible

claimants against the estate, which we were discussing yes-

terday, and perhaps a clue to this latest development,

" By my soul I it looks like it ; but surely she could

have no valid claim."

"Valid or not," replied Ralph Mainwaring, "there
must have been a powerful claim of some kind. When a
man of Hugh Mainwaring' s type leaves a handsome an-

nuity to his housekeeper, and an interest in his business

worth fifty or seventy-five thousand to her son, it may be
considered pretty strong evidence that "

At a warning glance from Mr. Thornton, Ralph Main-
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wMing pMMd sbruptlx •»««. hirning, aw Mn. UGimage
coming iMMMlody down the corridor. She wu drcMd
with even more than unitl c«re, with quantitin of rich
l«:e fiutened looxly about her ihapely neck and blling in
profiaion o>er her beautifully moulded wriiu and hand*.
Her dark, handwrnie feature* liore no tnu:e of recent proa-
tiation, but betmyed, instead, ligni of interne excitement.
She bowed lilently and paawd onward, entering the libimryn quietly that the attorney, abMrbed in thought, wai un-
aware of her preience until she stood before him. He
started slightly, and for an instant neither spoke. Each
was silently gauging the power of the other.

For some time, Mrs. UGrange had been conscious th«t
Mr. Whitney was one of the few whose penetration could
not be blinded by her blandishmente. In addition, the
fact that he was the private solicitor and legal adviser of
Hugh Mainwaring did not tend to inspire her with confi-
dence regarding his attihide towards herself. Nevertheless,
he was an eminent attorney and this was a critical moment

;

if she could gain his favor and his services in J r behalf,
it would be a brilliant stroke of policy. Her plans wet«
well laid, and she was prepared to assume whatever rtU was
necessary, so soon as his words or manner should give her
the desired cue.

For this, she did not have long to wait ; one searching
glance, and she had read in the piercing scrutiny and cold
scorn of his keen blue eye that, so &r from winning favor
from him, he would prove her most bitter opponent, and
as quickly she determined upon her future course of action.

Mr. Whitney, on the other hand, though a frequent
visitor at Fair Oaks, and familiar with the fascinating
manner with which, when she chose, Mrs. LaGrange
entertained the guests of Hugh Mainwaring, was now
forced to acknowledge to himself that never had he seen
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khi> handiOTnc woman m beautiful a* at the prcwnt mo-

ment. The eyet looking into hi* with luch depth of

meaning,—the exprcMion, the altitude,—alt were utterijr

unlike anything which he had ever acen ; but hi* fece

grew only the more litem, for the thought then and

there occurred to him that perhapa here waa the lolution

of the m)'iteriouii power which thin woman had wielded

over the man whoae lifele» form wan now lying in their

preieuce.

He obaerved that '' luminoui eye* grew suddenly cold,

while her head aaumed its usual haughty |)Oiie ; the brief

•pell was over, and each undentood the other.

After a few geuerel directions, Mr. Whitney remarked,

"This day's events will be br diflercnt from what we had

anticipated."

"Yes," she replied, with a mocking smile, "in that it

brings to the guests of this house, instead of future expec-

tations, the immediate realization of their wishes I"

"It is not to be conceived for one moment that any of

them take that view of what has occurred," he replied, in

a tone of displeasure.

"Possibly not," she rejoined, "although the prospec-

tive long life of their host seemed to greatly detract, at

least in the case of one of their number, from their enjoy-

ment of the occasion which they had ci .ne to celebrate."

"To whom do you refer?" he inquired.

" It is unnecessary to give fumes, " she answered, coldly;

"but had the Mainwarings of London known the fiu:ts

which I know, they would never have creased the water to

take part in the &rce which was enacted here yesterday.

There are Mainwarings with better right and title to this

estate than they, as they will soon learn."

Neither by look nor gesture did she manifest the least

consciousness of, or concern for, the itumimate form visible

*>
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in Um adjoiiiia^ room. With (udden directMai, uid ig-

noring the implied threat in her lait wordi, Mr, Whitney

uked,—
" Mn. LaGrange, >i what hour did yoii lam ice Hugh

Mainwaring ?"

She wa« about to reply, when Scott entered ftxMn th«

tower-room. He had heard her Uwt remark, and hia dark,

piercing eye* were fixed '.i|)on her lace in keen wrutiny.

She wai quick to note the fikct and heaitated an infant,

while a change, inexplicable to the attorney, {uarrd over

her lace,—nurpriitc, a nhade almoat of fear, ard haughty

defiance were visible in tpiick mcccauon ; then, turning

again towardn Mr. Whitney, iihe amwered, indilTerently,

—

" It waa quite late lant night ; I do not recollect the

hour."

Ai the attorney waa about to »iieak, Mr. Thornton

appeared at the door of the library.

" Beg pardon, Mr. Whitney, but I believe the coroner

and others have arrived ; aa you know the gentlemen, will

you kindly meet them ?'

'

"Certainly. Mr. Sco.c, ^ .^ will please remain here,"

and the attorney hastened out into the corridor.

Again Mm. LaGrange and the secretary fitced each

other in silence, each apparently trying to read the other's

thoughts and probe the depth of the other's knowledge

;

then, as the gentlemen were heard approaching, she with-

drew, leaving him alone.
f



CHAPTER V

IMWRTANT linCDVKIlin

TTHmuon, h«.«^ f,om Ihe corridor i„,o ,h. main m,«ve gemlemen were »lowIy lending ,he brood «.ir*.y

ri^^'TM'r"^"""""" One.younger^^

"tended Im luod to Mr. Whitney in -ilent greetingTh» w« Dr. Hob.rt. Hugh M.inw.ring'« phy^fT^o«e of h„ „«, i„^^,. frt„^^ ,, ^^^_^

JTchir.
^"'"»\''°"°*'»8 him were Mr. Elliot. .«JMr. Chittenden, of the firm of Mainwimng Sc Co.. whHe

iomewh.. below medium «ze «d of mode.t .pp«.m„ce

introduced to Mr. Thornton „ Mr. Merrick. Proceedi,«

on. foUowed. «,d Mr. M«nw,ring having riven ttebj«ler instruction, to «,mit ... oneTnto the'ib',^£Whaney mjuie . brief .utemen, regarding the ^^^of U.e murder, and all p^ mto .he room'in thel^"^
Dr. Hobart at once bent over the prostrnte form withgenmne „rrow. The millionaire broker had been one of

nl .r'""'!"'' ""'"^•l'^"'"^«'»d««n ripenednto a mutual atuchment. notwith.t«,ding the diapaAhH^y .ge.. After a long look at the fitce of hi.^^g»ve ptoce to the coroner, who w«i al«, a phyaician. iC
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pMttolljr lifted lh« body and both exuniited the woind,
ihe (mall dim who Iwd accompanied the coroner lookiac
on lilently. It ww found that the bullet had entered JiM
above the right eye and had paawd through the brain in a
ilighUy downward direction, coming out near the faaia
upon the nme aide. The moit careful learch &iled to
diKloae the bullet, and attention waa next directed to th«
revolver lying upon the floor near the right hand. It wm
a Smith tc We«>n, thirty-two calibre, with but one empty
chamber, that from which the latal bullet had probably
been diKhargcd.

" Can any of you gentlemen tell me whether or not thia
Iwlonged to Ihe deceaaed?" incjuired the coroner, holding
up the revolver.

There wai an iniunf* pauM, and Mr. Whitney replied,
"I know that Mr. Mainwarin^ owned a revolver, but,
having never ieen it, am unable to annrer your Inquiry.
Perhaps hi* -reUry could give you the deiired informa-
tion."

" I have often seen a revolver lying in Mr. Mainwaring't
deik," iaid the secretary; "but 1 .loubt whether I could
identify it, as I never observeJ ii ^.losely. I should Judge,
however, that this was the same size and make."

" Would it not be well to see if it is still there?" sug-
gested the attorney. " I suppose you have a key to the
desk."

" I have, sir," he replied, at the same time producing it.

Crossing the room, he unlocked and opened the desk. An
instant later, he announced, as he closed the desk, "It ia

not here."

There was a subdued murmur, and Mr. Thornton wu
heard to exclaim,

' Suicide I That has been my imprewon
all along."

Kiilph Mainwaring glanced inquiringly at the attorney,
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who ihook his hetd emphatically, while the coroner once

more iwpected the wound with an air of perplexity.

"Doctor," inquired Ralph Mainwaring, "in your

opinion, how long hai life been extinct?"

"I should judge about eight or nine houis," replied

Dr. Hobart. ' • What would you say. Dr. Westlake ?'

'

" That would be my judgment, also."

"You would say that death was instantaneous?" ques-

tioned the attorney.

" Without a doubt. It could not have been otherwise."

Ralph Mainwaring consulted his watch. "It is now

half after nine ; in your judgment, then, this must have

occurred about one o'clock this morning?"

" About that time."

"At what hour was Mr. Mainwaring last seen by any

one in this house?" asked the coroner.

"As nearly as we have ascertained thus far, at about

twelve o'clock."

' Twelve ? Indeed ! By whom ? and where ?'

'

" By his private secretary, and in the library adjoining.
'

'

"Very well," said the coroner, after a pause, during

which he had made a memorandum of certain details

which he considered of special importance ; "the under-

taker can now be sumiaoned, as I believe he is waiting

below, and we seem to have ascertained all the &cts pos-

sible in this direction j and, Mr. Whitney, I will next see

the valet, whom you say was the one to discover the situ-

ation this morning."

In the slight confusion and delay which ensued, Mr.

Elliott and Mr. Chittenden took their departure, with the

usual expressions of condolence and regret, followed a few

moments later by Dr. Hobart, who was accompanied down-

stairs by yoimg Mainwaring.

Meanwhile, Mr. Merrick, having made a close scnitiiiy
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of the lifelea form, had been slowly walking back and
forth in the tower-room and library, his handi in the

pockets of his short sacque coat and his eyes apparently

riveted on the floor. Several times in the Ubrary he
paused and, bending downward, seemed to be intently

studying the carpet ; then, after two or three turns about

the room, he sauntered towards the windows and doors,

examining the fiutenings of each in turn, and, on reaching

the door opening into the southern hall, suddenly disap-

peared.

"A very mysterious case!" commented the coroner,

when he had finished his interview with the valet. " Thus
fiir nothing can be learned which throws much actual light

on the subject one way or another, but if anybody can

unravel the mystery, Merrick can."

"Merrick!" repeated Mr. Thornton, turning to Mr.

Whitney in surprise. " Is Mr. Merrick a detective?"

"He is. I did not introduce him as such, for the

reason that in a case of this kind he usually prefers to

make his first visit incognito if possible.
'

'

"Very well; you have taken the responsibility in this

matter. You understand, of course, Mr. Whitney, that we
want no amateur work in a case like this."

" Mr. Merrick is no amateur, '

' said the attorney, quietly

;

"he is one of the most trusted and one of the surest men
on the force."

"Before we go any farther," interposed Ralph Main-

waring, " I suggest that we ascertain whether or not there

has been a robbery. We can at least satisfy ourselves on
that point."

"Acting on your suggestion, we will examine the safe,"

said Mr. Whitney ; " though I, for one, am not inclined

to think there has been any robbery. Without a knowl-

edge of the combination, the safe could not be opened
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unlea forpe were employed; and it certainly bean no
evidence of having been tampered with."

"Proceed with your investigation, Mr. Whitney," nid
the quiet voice of the detective, who had entered unob-

lerved from the smoking-room ;
" unless I am greatly mis-

taken, the person we are after is some one pretty £uniliar

with various 'combinations' in these apartments."

There was a general expression of surprise, and all turned

towards Mr. Merrick for an explanation, but a glance at his

impassive face convinced them that questions would be

useless.

With a few swift turns the secretary unlocked the safe

and the ponderous doors swimg open, showing books and
papers in their accustomed places. Everything appeared
in perfect order ; but as the attorney began a rapid ex-

amination of the interior, he suddenly uttered a sharp

exclamation, while, as he continued his search, his manner
betrayed considerable excitement.

"Anything wrong, Mr. Whitney? anything missing?"

queried Ralph Mainwaring.

"Everything is missing I" the other exclaimed, after

a moment's pause, turning around with a pale &ce and
holding in his hand an empty cash box; "there is ab-

solutely nothing left but an old cheque-book, a few drafts,

and some other papers of no value whatever except to

Hugh Mainwaring himself!"

Half a score of questions were instantly raised : " Was
there a large amount of money in the safe ?" " Did it con-

tain anything of great value ?'

'

Scott, standing silently in the background, seemed to see

again the brilliant gems flashing in the sunlight, as he had
seen them in his search on the preceding day, but he said

nothing.

"There wasa considerable amount Oi cash," the attorney
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ww«ylng. "Mr. M«inw«ringdepo«ited»Ui5e»umtliem
when he but cune out from the city, and," he added more
dowly, " the old family jewels were kept in the ale."
"The Mainwaring jewels I" echoed both the English-

men. "Impossible I incredible I" While Ralph Mainwar-
ing exclaimed, "Why, they were worth a fortune aeveiml
times over in themselves I"

" I am aware of that," answered the attorney. " I often
remonstrated with Mr. Mainwaring, but to no purpose ; for
some reason which he never explained he always kept them
there."

"I would never have believed him capable of such
recklessness," said Mr. Thornton.

"Recklessness!" exclaimed Ralph Mainwaring; "it
was the biggest piece of imbecility I ever heard of I What
is your opinion now, Mr. Whitney, regarding a robbery in
connection with this case ?'

'

"That there has been a robbery I am forced to admit,"
the attorney replied, courteously but firmly; "but my
opinion of the matter is still unchanged. I regard the
robbery as only incident to the murder. I do not yet be-
lieve it to have led to the deeper crime."
"Do you know, Mr. Scott, whether any one beside

yourself undentood the combination of the safe?" Ralph
Mainwaring inquired.

" I do not, sir," the secretary replied, conscious that all

eyes had turned upon him at the inquiry and that the de-
tective was observing him closely.

Meanwhile Ralph Mainwaring loudly lamented the
missing jeweb, until it was evident to all that their loss, for
the time at least, had completely overahadowed all thou^t
of the tragedy they were investigating.

"They must be recovered at all hazards and at any
price," he said, addressing the detective. "There were
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•'

riogle gemt in that collection which com a fortune and

which have been heirlooms in the fiunily for generationi."

After iiirther learch which failed to diaclose anything of

importance, or any clue regarding either the murder or the

robbery, anangementi were made for the inquest to be

held at three o'clock that afternoon, and the party was

about to leave the apartments, when Mr. Whitney paused.

"One moment, gentlemen; there is one more point I

would like investigated. I maintain that we have not yet

discovered the most essential clue to this case—something

to throw light on the possible motive which prompted the

murder of Hugh Mainw8''ing. I now wish to make a

final trial. Mr. Scott, wil' )ou once more open Mr. Main-

waring's desk for us anu lake out the will that was de-

posited there yesterday ?"

Ralph Mainwaring started. " The will ? You surely do

not think
"

" I think it might be safer in our own pcasesBion," said

the attorney, with a peculiar smile.

'
' And right you are I " added Mr. Thornton, approvingly.

"I wonder you had not thought of that younelf. Main-

waring."

Meanwhile, Scott, having opened the desk in compliance

with the attorney's request, had looked for the will where

he had last seen it on the pRieding day, and, failing to

find it, was searching through the numerous receptacles

containing Mr. Mainwaring' s private papers. The silence

around him became oppressive, and suddenly looking up,

he enco>^tered the glance of both Mr. Whitney and the

detective, the former with an expression of triumph in his

keen eyes. Perplexed and bewildered, Scott excl^ined in

a mechanical tone,

—

"The will is gone ; it is nowhere to be found
!"

" I thought aa much," said the attorney, quietly.
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CHAPTER VI

THE INQinST

Tm crowd, which early in the day had gathered about
Fair Oaks, imtead of diminiihing, nnemed rather to increaie.

u the hours slipped away. Littic by little the fiu:ts be-
came known to outsiders,—the loss of the old fiunily

jewels, concerning whose existence and probable value

vague rumors had been circulated in the past, the drawing
up of the will on the preceding day and its strange disap-

pearance in connection with the sudden and mysterious

death of the testator,—all combined to arome public in-

terest and curiosity to an unusual degree ; it seemed the
culmination of the impenetrable mystery which for years

had shrouded the place.

As the hour for the inquest approached, the crowd was
augmented by each suburban train, until a throng of busi-

ness men of all classes, interspersed with numerous re-

porters eager for the details of the aflair, covered the
ground and even sought admittance to the house, for the
millionaire broker, though a man of few intimate friend-

ships, was widely known and honored in the financial

and commercial world.

Shortly after the arrival of the 2.45 train from the city,

the Mainwaring carriage came rapidly up the avenue, two or
three other carriages following in the rear. As it stopped,
Mr. Whitney alighted, followed by an elderiy gentleman
of fine appearance and two officers of the special police,

who inunediately began to force back the crowd, while the
attorney and his companion hastily entered the house and
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iEiT"^ "" toexa-ehim for. moment. „dS-
Well. what «,cc«? Have you «™ck thcl^iy.With Men.gm.ucri «nile. the detective replied ' The

v-ue Uter. What dTjoltnk^r^"
""' ""^ ^ "^

piS^f'S.^*'™"
"ote-book/he took therefrom .evemJpie«, of burat paper, most of which were so btackened A«

ti>e&.nt«ce.„fwriti„gwhich they borewe^X^l^^S
^n^^:^''- '-'* -'• -- Of w„^«-,^„^

Mr. Whitney .tudird the bits of diK»lored Daner f„r.moment^^d then exctaimed in excited to^-^"^
'"'

Ko^Z LS-l:..'^''"
-'"^ *^" ••-ctive.^nor

ne^'-'^Tnd >Sw'"°°
^°'"««'" -c"*'™"*! the attor-

""y «» oe ; and here are other hit. < .. »-
myestate and all property.. ..o hold theZ,eWer^gether with.' Well, I ri,ould say theseT^reT ,where did you find them?" " "^ '^"'''

" SJlL^'' "T"'^'*
» large screen was standi^

Strange 1" exclaimed the attorney "I n™„ .^1^
that before, much as I have beenTl/ •

""" -^"^

so
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" It Mped my ol»erv«tion for lome time," reoH-d «„other "I „„ehed the firepl«e in 0,e librarT^uf.^gmte ii v«y .™,U „d w. concelcd by it Wetl.^

rjxi.;r^;rriS: ''^" •'"'"'^«' "•• '^«-

.ttl'J!if"l' '^""*'i"*
P'"' "^ *"''•" commented the

tnat he or ihe, whoever it wa., did not make .ure thatthey were entirely consumed. • •

««! iure that

"TTiepenon may have heard some «jund and fe»in>

not;:;!::''"'''^'''''"'"*'--"^^-^-™^'
"Nothing of special importance. I have learned „n.

^m Tr\L f:
'""^" '-" "-" ---'^S 2^room, but in the library."

-« la uus

" The lib«ry I Why do you think that ?'

' I do not think it, I know it, and was confident of it

nothing about it. however, for the present. We will «now, if you are ready."
"e wui go

Joining the gentieman still awaiting them in the libnmr

idSeirrple^S."'
''-" •^'' '^'•"^ "^^ '•^'^e

M«nwhile, the coroner and members of the jury afteraJjhting from their carriages, marched gmvely up^b^s^n and were conducted by a servant into one of the^
Td "T";""

"'"" '"'' ^"^ "^y °' «>« murdered n^Under fte direction of Dr. Westlake, the juiy individXviewed&e wounds, noting their location and character^^a brief visit to the room in the tower, aU pas^C:stmr, and were shown into the large libraryon^^
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Thecoroner occupied •taigeMm-ch.irrt one tnd of m
teng wTitJag-uble in the ce»ti« of the room, the ju^r bei»,w»ed together near hi. left, while on e«h ride ofthe
toble chair. h«I been pUced for the «:commodation of .fcwof the more prominent reporter., the othen. Ie«avwed, nationuig theniKlve. at the daor« /. wd open

In the room l»ck of the libmry were the .erv.nt.. thewwnen grouped iboai the great arched doorway with white
frightened Ace., the men .tanding a litUe fimher in thi
rear, while in a dim corner, partially concealed by the
heavy portiirc. and unwen bjr any one excepting the «-
vant.. wa. the detective.

When everything wa. in readines,, Mr. Whitney entered
the room with the genUemu, who h«I accompanied him
out fiom the city and followed by the Undon guert,. In
the lead were Ralph Mainwaring and hi. «m. the entr«,ce
of the latter cauring a unaU rtir of intei«t and excitement,
« a Kore of pencil, at once began to rapidly Uetch thefeatwa pf the young EngliAman, the intended hdr of
Hi«hM«nw.ring. The young man', lace wore an expre.-«on of unconcern, but hi. iather'. feature, were w^lnd
•«vere. To him, the Iom of the wiU meant romething
more than the forfeiture of the exduuve owneiriup of.
valuable ertate

;
it meant the overthrow and demoUtion ofone of hi. pet scheme., cherirfied for twenty^e ye«,

ju.t on the eve of it, fiUfilment; and tho« who kne,;Ralph Mainwaring knew that to thwart his plan. wa. a
"•ngerou. undertaking.

Mr. Thornton followed, escorting Mn. Mainwaring and
h^daughter, the cold, gray eye. of I«bel MkiZring
ftulung a look of haughty disdain on the fiice. abouTto
Bringing up the rear wa. Mm. Hogarth with her two
cha-Xe., Edith Thornton and WinifiXcarleton, theS
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«»..»
. •ccompwii.d by her ion n.--7 . ,

^'

po«ibte fh«„ r^'Tf .h k'
'^"°'' " "^•-

Wl view of .he «,v^ h''
"^ "" ««»-«"»« •

degree. Md her We,,«, 11T" "^ ""^'-W* ^ "»

~bUe «d exqui«.e. w„ waJtot^'STofJ^'In the silence that falln»~i .«..
"'*''"•

word., oOled forJlT:^^:^i,':l' "T
""''

">«». with a fnnk A^ '7"« yeorge Hardy. A young

stepped for^.T^'^'lrr; """""^ "--
u»-p:^inU„.rie..the:^™n*::^^i';r''- '"^ ^
^ How le„^ have yo.. been in the employ of Mr. Main-

" Nearly four yeu»,«ir."

• E^n^, U». time you have held the position of valet?"

^what time .hi, morning did you discover what had

"Abou. seven o'clock, sir."

• r W gone as usual to^d« bath-room .o p«p.« the
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b«fc fef Mr. MainwMing, ud when cvctytUng wm ia
r-dina. I knockfd « hta door to wa« him. Thm «m
no Miwer. aDd, after knocUng levenl timei, i ualoclwd
the door «Kl looked in. I «ir he h«l not rxupied the
room but I didn-l think much .bout th.t, um «ent on
tHrough the imoking-room into the libiiry, and then I ww
Mr. Mainwaring lying on the floor in the next room. At
ftnt I thought he wai lick and went to him, but aa I got
neuer I «w that he wa. de«i. and then I noticed the
revolver lyinc bttide him."
" What did you then do?"
•' I wai frightened, .ir, and I went to call help a« quick

aa I could." ^

" Who wai the fint petion whom you met and told of
your diKovery?"

" WeU, sir, I went dm for Mr. Whitney, becauM he was
a frirad of Mr. Mainwaring'iand a Uwyer, and I thought be
would know what to do; but on my way to hia room I met
Wjhon, Mr. Ralph Mainwaring't valet, and I told him what
had happened; then I called Mr. Whitney and told him
Mr. Mainwaring had ihot himself."

" Did you get the impronon that Mr. Mainwaring had
Aot himwlf from the &ct that the revolver lay ne« hit
hand, or had you any other reuons for that inference?"
" No, lir, that was the only leaion.

'

'

" Can yoii state poritively whether this revolver belonged
to Mr. Mainwaring?" asked the coroner, at the me Ume
passing the weapon to Haidy.

J'J"^
"'•" '^^'^ "" ""' PW^PHy. hajJding it

tMck after a moment's inspection, "that is Mr. Main-
wing's revolver. I've cleaned it many a time, and
there s httle marits on it that I know sure."
"Very weU. After summoning Mr. Whitney, did you

caU any other membera of the household ?• •
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"Mr. Vmtotr Mot me to call Mr. Ralph M«inwarii«i
bat I met Wilwn aipin, wd he Mid he Iwd Jtitt told Mr.
Mninwaring and Mr. Thornton, and wa« on hii way to the
•oom of jroung Mr. Mainwaring. Down the hall I met the
butler and told him what had happened, and we both went
into the iibiary, and I itayed there till Mr. Whitney came."

" When did you la«t Ke Mr. Hugh Mainwaring?"
"Shortly after dinner but evening, between leven and

eight o'clock, I ihould ay, lir."

" Where wai that ?"

" In the main hall down-iUin, lir. He (topped me to
My that he would not need me but evening, and that after

bxking up hit room* for the night I could have my time to
myielf."

" Was the locking of hii oomi umally included among
your dutiei at night?"

" Yci, lir
; hii private room* and the hall on the Muth

ide."
"' J you have any stated time fordoing this?"
' It nine o'cUxk, sir."

" You locked the rooms as usual last night ?"

"Yes, sir; that is, I locked them all right, but it wm
later than usual."

"How was that?"

" About half an hour after Mr. Mainwaring spoke to me,
the housekeeper came and asked me to keep the rooam
open till about ten o'clock, as she was expecting callen
and wanted to receive them by the south hall into her
private parlor."

"At what time did you lock the rooms?"
"A few minutes after ten, sir. I felt kind of uneasy,

because it was Mr. Mainwaring's orders that the rooms be
shut at nine; so soon as 'twas ten o'clock I went around
ootaide, and, seeing no light in her parlor, I went in and

»
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ft„."
""" "P-«™»» to lock iIh I

yo" f nf «matm ,)»„ ^m PIM* at ilM
"Did

"NlSifr."

" No Mmqini, jrou iMui 7 No, dr ••

" *|^ «»»• My one In hi. roowi?..

U» main hall lodMd and iLh«-T «» ooor Into

"
j***

f-" I^W tl» d.H.M. .o o» «un haJI
?•

I ^^i!Z,^^r^'-—"rlock«l in «,.,v«da,

I rtl kT^-^ ""^^ uncommon thorouah bM ni«hlIthwght at tot U« I .neli^, .JkeTuke «1^

nwerial teemed to be?"
^^

XSlfr™^". «•- the p.7^on the^^
•Unght«KJtheiew„ nothing in the fimMKe"

««..«r!'*'°L'^"'^'« '»"«' -bout the placeat a&7 time last night ?"
-»» i<w»
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"Mo, dr."

^X^a^*^""'^ •* """P^ »<* . *!. of

'•TIl.y ted tte or<Uii«y lorta, rir; .ml tliM, in .ddi-
tio". « ««U. potaM lock, tte. when . e«an ^riJ^
Siif^ .K

»"'«_^ ted tte tey «d und««,S1te
•orui^ of the ppring.

"

" Who ted kqn to (It dMM lockt?"
••No on« bui M,. M.tow.ri„,. Wtea te « hoai,"d w«,ted tte door. m,lock«i. te hull, tte ke» iT.

p^tlcutar pl« in u« Ub«,y wte« I^ fad2. M^wlwB he went tmy te alwayi look them with Wm."•DM jrou unlock tte Ubrwy dooi. this momla,?-
OnlyttedooriBtotten»tahdlwh«Iw«Mtoaill

Mr. WWtaejr,_ih« h«! nothing butM oixJlnwr lock • bo»
U^e oO^r d<«. i«o tte ««h tell, w- un.^^'

2

•eyi |one when I dm went into tte Ubraiy '•

'•One quation more. Do you know wtether «y ooe

"I don't know ibr certun, m, but I think not "

-Wle H«ly ««™«, hi. fbnner pl.ce ««,„g the .erl

" Mr. Whitney," «id tte coroner, after tte witne. h^l^ven tted«.il. ofhi. .nivn, ,„ ,he tower-room in re.po«e
toAerjJet', ««««, ..^n you plei« «.,e whenVwd^ wtet ci,am«w«,, you IM «.» Hugh M«n««»g

sr
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««««her upon Z ^Z^^'^T^f,^"1 "^ ">-''

«^i«. would «« le.L
X""

We^el^ "''rr "l!" «ch»ge of good wi.h«. ^tZ^tK^ "*
lum Jiving or heaitl him »p«k " "^^ "*

. -ile of .co™ p^'^^J.f£ ^J;;';^-*;'
word.

•'Untirt^n,tf.3lwotr;"^^' ^"^^
"d the execution oH^^^'i^^^'^'^'-y^K
•"nainder of the day w^ j'o^

"«» t«™«>t. The
of his guests." ^ •" *« entertainment

tioZfthe^r
'""'"' "' " '^'^ •»'™ the condi-

a»d7^dirs:r.:;^rit'^„: -» ^-^-per
to his cousin -ndlleJe Hu^hliil '^''' """^*'"»«

--.^^dt.;^h"eT:ero^r— ^^

-

Win, n^tSLiST"'"'
"^^ ^'^~- "^in. this

"On'r this -.^HedMr^Whitney.w.-.h
marked em-



THE INQUEST

There was a general movement of surprise both .m„„„

attorney, doaely observant of Mrs Tj.rr,„„ ^a—-- ^"HrS•uddenlyaawme a strange pallor.
*^'

SSJ^r^
»«°orandun, which he held. " do you k^whefterthere were any rt™,ge„, ,» p^, Oaks yesUay

T

Ihave no personal knowledge on that subjecT^
*^ng m the^oon, and mnark, we« nude at lunche.

I«L nl
the forenoon, whether to see Mr. Mainwarin,lam not prepared to state."

«"nwanng

"Will you state the nature of those remarks?"
I should prefer to be excused until Uter in thi, „™.na.on. For the p«sent, I will merely »; ,^ete^"

ably known by both Mr. Mainwaring and hi, guests Ih>f I «n not mistaken, by the secrecy also, aTSt^«ent.on of the man's mune seemedTo^ Mr h.^^Majnwaringv^ry unpleasantly."
"**

"In what respect, Mr. Whitney?"
"He grew very pale and appeared confused, if «,t

naa Deen seen at this house, and he seemed abstracted .nrfvery un^jke himself for fully„ hour afterThe^r'Will you state the name of this man ?"

«j;;.rirr"' "^"^^ «<'•-'' ^—r»
59



CHAPTER VII

A BATTLE ROYAL

" Ha«ry Scott, private secretary of Hugh Mainwaring,"
•nnounced the coroner, when Mr. Whitney had resumed his
chair.

A» the young secretary walked deliberately through the
crowded room, there were few who &iled to remark his
erect, athletic form, his splendid bearing, and especially
the striking beauty of his dark &ce, with its olive tint,
clear-cut features, indicative of firmness and strength, and
toige, piercing eyes, within whose depths, on the present
occasion, there seemed to be, half hidden, half revealed
some smouldering fire. Instantly a half-dozen pencils were
transferring to paper his form and features.

"Say, what are you 'doing' him for?" whispered one
reporter to his neighbor. " He isn't anybody ; only the
old man's secretary."

"Can't help that." replied the other; "he's better
looking than the English chap, anyhow; and, in my opin-
ion, the old fellow would have shown better sense to have
left him the 'stuiT.'"

Meanwhile, young Scott, having answered a few pre-
liminary interrogatories, turned slowly, facing Mis. La-
Grange, who was watching him with an intensity of manner
and expression as though she would compel him to meet
her gaze.

As his glance met hers, a look of inquiry flashed from
her eyes to his, accompani«l by an expression persuasive
almost appealing. But the only reply was an ominous flash
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ftom the dark eyes, ai, with a gesture of ptoud diadain, he

folded hit aimi and again iaced his interlocutor, while,

with eyes gleaming with revenge from under their heavily

drooping lids and lips that curie;! from time to time in a

smile of bitter malignity, she watched him, listening eagerly

for his testimony, losing no word that he said.

The young secretary well understood the character of

the enemy with whom he had thus declared war, though

he was as yet in ignorance of the weapons she would use

against him, but the honeyed words of the little note

crushed within his pocket had no power to swerve him for

an instant from the course upon which he had determined.

After a few general questions, the coroner said,

—

"Please state when and what was the first intimation

received by you of any unusual xxurrence."

" I was awakened this morning by a woman's scream

and heard sounds of confiised rum'ing in different direc-

tions. A few moments later Mr. Whitney came to my.

room and informed me of what had occurred, and I then

went with him to the private rooms of Mr. Mainwaring."

"You were associated with Mr. Mainwaring yesterday

during the greater part of the day and evening, were you

not?"
" I was during the day, but I did not see him after

dinner until late at night."

" Did you notice anything unusual in his appearance at

any time yesterday?"

" He appeared rather depressed for about an hour after

luncheon, during the execution of the will."

" Did you know any cause for such depression?"

"I attributed it, in my own mind, to the conversation

at li'jncheon, to which Mr. Whitney has referred."

" Regarding one Richard Hobson?"

"Yes, sir."
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"Do jfou know what, if «ny, rdations existed between
Mr. MuDwuing tad thii Hobnn ?'

The black plume* of Mm. UG.ange'. fiui suddenlr
quivered, her cheek paled, and her breath came and went
quickly, but theae were the only signs of agiution which
she betrayed, as Scott replied,—
"I have no knowledge as to what reUtions existed

between them of late. I only know that Mr. Mainwaring
had, yean ago, some important private business with this
man."

" Will you state the nature of this business ?"

" Without giving exact details," Scott replied, speaking
deUberately but with no hesiution, though consciou. of
the surprise and indignation depicted on some of the iaces
about him, "this man was employed as an attorney by
Mr. Mainwaring before the Utter came to this country, and
has since, at various times, extorted money fitwi him by
threats of exposure regarding certain transactions."
The silence that followed this statement was of itself

oloquent. The young secretary felt every eye fiutened
upon himself, and, though his own eyes were fixed on the
coroner's &ce, he saw reflected even there the genend
expression of mingled astonishment, incredulity, and re-
sentment. Unmoved, however, he awaited, cooUy and
impassively, the next words of the coroner.

"Mr. Scott," said Dr. Westlake, a touch of severity in
his tone, •' this is a serious assertion to make regarding a
man so widely known as Mr. Mainwaring, and so uni-
versally considered above reproach in his business trans-
actions."

"I am aware of that fact, sir," replied Scott, calmly,
"but reference to the private letter-iiles of Mr. Mainwaring
will prove the truth of my assertion. I made this statement
simply because the time and place demanded it. You were
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I

^^ given What I coir^i:,":*!'-
""'"' "^ «»«-.

- o?l!nL™r^ ^"L^*"
;- •^"' «"- y- a^.

.

lent letter of «:knowlS™I„» .

"""' " »«' i™""

would « hj;„°;:;i™;tzt "r """'^
-«»in immediately, but ^uriL Mr v '"""'' °°' ^"''

would never be able to eC^K * ^^''''waring that he

•'f'lnot IT"'"
'^'' '^'' «PP««-ce?-.

c^ed";; rS^;.'-.'
'»-"««-'>'' ^-Po««. «. have

wore dark^^sel •. '
'^'''"* «»vd-wom, and

" Did he state his enand ?'

'

"Only that he wished to see Mr Vr.i,n« of special importance ^e^t^?''""'* °" '^•
insistent, but. on leJSTL Mr 1- """ .'^""^ »*"
that he would receive n^b^l^'J^foTTl*

"" °"' '"''

readily consented to rf,f., v •
* '^^ °' ^°> he

" n-rfn !^
""* interview until later. '

>

..
„.•'

'"
J^''^ »>» '^e or address ?"

WIS card bore the name of I H»„^ /^

<lon. He gave his pre^tnli, ?^
CarrutheB, of Lon-
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At tUi poiiit a pendlled note wu huded by the conmer
to Mr. Whitney, who immediately lununoned George HaidyMd haitlly de^jatched him oo acme errand.
"Mr. Scott," resumed the coroner, "were you in Mr.

Mainwaring'i private library at any time during lait evm.
ing?"

"Iwainot. iapent the entire evening in my own room."
"When did you again aee Mr. Mainwaring?"
" Not until after eleven o'clock. I had come down for

a imoke m the grounds outside and met Mr. Mainwaring
in the lower haU on the way to his rooms. He asked me
to come to his library before retiring, as he wished to give
ome final directions for the next day. About half an hour
Uter I went to the library door, but hearing loud and
angry talk within, I waited in the haU some fifteen or
twenty minutes until I knew Mr. Mainwaring was alone.
I then entered, received his instructions, and went directly
to my room for the night. '

'

" Were you able to recognize the voices or hear any of
the conversation ?"

"I was. I recognised the voice of the housekeeper,
Mrs. UGiange; but feeUng that I was hearing what was
not intended for me, I walked back into the main hall and
remained there until Mrs. LaGrange came out."
" You saw her leave the library?"

"Yes, sir; I passed her in the corridor."
" She saw you, of course?"

"She seemed scarcely conscious of my presence until
we had passed; she then turned and watched me as I
entered the library."

"What was the nature of the conversation which you
heard?"

"I only heard what Mrs. UGrange said. She evi-
dently was very angry with Mr. Mainwaring "
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and impMBiveno. that «««^ .

""Jifference

«me .ccret of which the othe™ littl/d^^ '
'""'

But, if spoken indifferently, the worH. «.~ - .
with indifference The rZJ T

" "°' '"""»«'

renews .Z «P"rte™ bent to their taik with

Td^y iSorL'
'"^'^ •'-elopmenu «.S"la racy. Ralph Mainwaring's face was H>rV »,vi.

S.'-ri; tta^
™'°" ^«"^^^-°-^n

^.: the:".i:jsrh:reyTSfi.r^i' - -^
•mile pUying about her lip.JZ SLt^ ^^ ' ""^^
of her own words.

*° *'"' fepetition

JDM Mr. Mainwarin, „^e no rep.yP" i„q^^ ^
"He did, but it was inaudible to me "
• You went into the library as soon =.»,-. .
"I did."

"™ya» soon as he was alone?"

" At what hour was this ?'

'

"A few minutes past twelve "

'W^nftat the last time you «.w Mr. Mainwaring living?-.

yoriS"?"
°" """= ""•*"' "^ °-- - »» ««- after
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"Icaimot."

"Mr. Scott, by your own ttetcment, you miat h*v«
been in Mr. Mainwaring'. libimry within an hour preceding
hi» death; comequenUy. I would like you to give every
detailof that interview."

" I am perfccUy willing, gir, but there ve few to give
The interview occupied powbly ten minuten. Mr. Main-
wanng appeared very weary, and, after giving directions
regarding any pcnmial mail or telegnuns which might be
received, suted that he wished me to consider myself his
guest on the following day and join in the festivities of the
oco^oo. I thanked him, and. wishing him good-night,
withdrew."

"In which room were you?"
"We were both in the Ubrary. When I flist entered.

Mr Mainwaring was walking back and forth, his hands
folded behind him, as was usuaUy his habit when thinking
deeply, but he immediately seated himself and gave me my
instructions. The tower-room wis dimly lighted and the
curtains were drawn quite closely together at the entrance. '

'

"Did you hear any unusual sound after reaching your
room?" ^ '

"Not at that time. I was aroused about three o'clock
thu morning by what I thought was a stealthy step in the
grounds in the rear of the house, but I listened for a
moment and heard nothing more."
"That wiU do for the present. Mr. Scott. You will

probably be recaUed Uter," said the coroner, watching
the secretary rather curiously. Then he added, in a
different tone.

—

" The next witness is Mrs. LaGiange. '

'

There was a perceptible stir throughout the crowd as,
with a movement of inimitable grace, Mrs. LaGiange
stepped forward, darting a swift glance of such venomous
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»«- Orleton, Uut U» !.«„. with . wonun',3
proceeding, with new imer«tiu„Jclo.e, .Mention.

,u *!? ''G'«W« ««* her phce Md began wwrerim,.h. que^iotj, .ddre-ed to her. the ..ge, H^„e„ pZ5
-.11 more cicely in their effort, to etch every wor^.T^^ .njrt.nct.vely that «n,e ««ling developa^t,^^

Sl7lr ',
'° '"'*^ to the ,«,«« ,0 «.,e her Ml««e^«« „ply c-ne. in cl.„ tone, with u„e,„ivoC

" Eleanor Houghton Mainwaring "

Or'lZ^,:!'^ '-*"'" •"«- «--«. "»«

" ^'" y**" «»te ywa- relation to the deceaaed ?' •

m'uTJ'' '•'^y*««ded, but unacknowledged, wifeof Hugh Ma.nw.ring." w», the calm reply.
^^'

'• Heaaertate when and where your marriage took place,"-Id the coroner, watching the witne, narrowly.

.n«..h J^" ^T^*^ ''"'^'''y '" ^»«J<». »bout threemM^ before Mr. M„„w„,ag came to thi, ^^ntry "
How long ago WM that ?"

" A little more than twenty three ycai,
"

.U ft« vr^'Sr
^^.""^^'"-«"y °»'^«d. «d that in

S w~?"
M,.nwar,ng ne^.r acknowledged you i.

«,^^*'' *" " **"' "™' * **••<'*• «"d. owing tocertain unp„ a,„t circumstances attending the LirZZ
our mamagi be rtnctly private. I acceded to his wishes«d we were manned a. quieUy a. poasible. At theSof three month, he de«=rted me. and for four y^ 1^»o. even know where he had gone. During lITtim,.
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however, I lemcd that my hwhaiid, who had been fearftil

of toiling hit proud name by having it publicly joined with

mine, was, in the nght of the laxr, a common criminal.

I finally liaccd him to America, and Ave yean after he

dewrted me I had the pleaiure of confronting him with

the fna» which I had obtained. With pasionate protota-

tione of renewed love and iair promiiet of an honorable

married life, he wught to purchiie my lilence, and, fool

that I was I I yielded. He claimed that he could not at

once acknowledge me ai hit wife, becauw he wu already

known aa an unmarried man, but in the near future we

would repeat the marriage ceremony and I ibould be the

honored miftrea of hii heart and home. I believed him

and waited. Meantime, our child wai bom, and then a new

rUe had to be adopted. Had he not known that he waa

in my power, I would then have been thniit out homelea

with my babe, but he dared not do that. Initead, I waa

brought to Fair Oaki dresed in widow'i garb, at a distant

relative of his who was to be his housekeeper. So, for my
son's sake, hewing he would some day receive his ri^ts,

I have lived a double life, regarded as a servant where I

should have been mistress, and holding that poor position

only because it was within my power to put the master of

the house in a felon's cell I"

"Can you produce the certificate of this marriage?"

inquired the coroner, regarding the witncs with a searching

glance as she paused in her recital.

"Unfortunately," she replied, in a tone ringing with

scorn and defiance, " I cannot produce our marriage cer-

tificate, as my 'iusba.nd kept that in his possession, and

frequently threatened to destroy it. If it is in existence,

it will be found in his safe ; but I can produce a witness

who was present at our marriage, and who himself signed

the certificate."
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"Suit Um Mine or (hit wHmh."
" Richtrd HolMoa, of Loodoo."
"Vou ire then •cqudnted with thin Hobwo?" th.^^r l«,ui«d. « .he «„« .i„« m.ki„,ri,„*!

the memorandum he held
^

^N.n.™lly. « h. w«. .. one time my hu*«d'. ...

"
Do you know whether he called mow than once?"

by hl^d^- "
"""" "'^' '" "« •^•°*°«' "complied

"
He died to aee me on private buiinea. >'

laterr
"'' *"*™""'" °' "^"« **'• Malnw«ln,

"I know nothing regarding hii intentiom."
M«. UGrMge," «id the coroner, after a ~».

Of eleven and twelve l.«t night, we.* you not?"
H^^ftce darkened with anger at hi. fonn of addreia

-rCgt^^l'S"''"''-^'''--"---

M^n^.;?"''"" ""^ ^•°""*"' ^"-^ *°^ 'o Mr.

•ubject m much better than mine.

"

^7 ™ uie

J^^^l ^ *^ '™*"'°8 "^ y^ 'hreat to Mr. Main-«nng that you would make him and hi. friend. n»«.the day '. proceedings ?'

'

^"'
"He understood my meaning. He knew that I could
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I Ihe wtll, Md could rain him by opatiaf hk
duplicity anil fr»ud."

" Wh«l reply did he iMlief"

"He «niwored me, m mmi, with uwen; but I mw
that he f lomewhat apprcheniiive. I wiihed to give him
a little tin" to reflect upoa a propMiiion I had made, and
I left u»e libiary, intctidin( to return later; but," ibe
•dded, tlowly und ligniAcantly, • I wia wpenedcd by
another viiitor."

" Explain your mcMiing," aid the coroner, briefly.

"My huri)and'i private lecreury entered the library
directly after I left. Some thirty minute* lal-r I paaed
down the corridor towanb the libmry, and wai itattled to
hear Mr. Mainwaring, in loud and exciu-d tone*, de-
nouncing aome one aa a liar and an impoitor. The reply
waa low, in a voice trembling with rage, but / caught the
wordf, 'You are a liar and a tbiefl If you had your
dewrti, you would be in a felon's cell to-night, or traiM-
ported to the wildi of AuMralia I' There wai much more
In the Mme tone, but m low I could not diitinguiih the
wordi, and, thinking Mr. Mainwaring wai likely to be
occupied lor nmc time, I immediately retired to my
room."

" Waa the voice of the lecond speaker Cuniliar to you?"
inquired Dr. Weatlake, in the bn:athle« silence that fol-

lowed this statement.

A half smile, both cunning and cruel, played around
the lips of the witness, as she answered, with peculiar
emphasis and witli a ring of triumph in her tone,—

" The voice was somewhat disguised, but it was distinctly
recognizable as that of Mr. Scott, the private secretary."
To Scott himself, these words came with stunning force,

not so much for the acctisation which they conveyed, as
that her recital of those words qwken within the Ubiaiy
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.-JH., . ^"^ '*• *^"» " 'hough he had h«i««n«»~dowIy, OMoftht acton.
"*""«'>«>'>««.

Th* ienenl wonder and coiwernation with . ,irl. k-•« no, «,.rt«. bx .he c«wd quicWy ,^Lt,i^

.^^^r.eS;^°::;."r^^

-r^dTo.'^*'''^"-^'*"'"'"*^'"

J^Can you .ute about what tin. you hen, thi. con-

w lacked only ten minutes of one.

"

"I O'd no.. I heaM nojme in .he halk; ^ Mr.



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

Mainwwing'g apartments were lo remote from the geneial
•leeping-rooms that no aound from there, unlea very loud,
could have reached the other occui> mti of the house."

Further queMiong fiiiled to develop any evidence of
importance, and the witnes wai temporarily dismiaed.
Glancing at his watch, the coroner remarked,—

"It is nerly time to adjourn, but if Mr. Hardy has
returned we will first hear what he has to report."
As the valet again came forward, Dr. Westlake asked,

" Were you able to learn anything concerning the strangeis
who were here yesterday?"

" Not very much, sir," was the reply. " I went to the
Arlington firet and inquired for Mr. J. Henry Camithem,
and they told me there was no such person registered there

;

but they said a man answering that description, tall and
wearing dark glassesg, came into the hotel last evening and
took dinner and sat for an hour or so in the office reading
the evening papers. He went out some time between
seven and eight o'clock, and they had seen nothing more
of him."

" Was Richard Hobson at the Arlington ?"

"No, sir; but I went to the Riverside, and found
R. Hobson registered there. They said he came in in the
forenoon and ordered a carriage for Fair Oaks. He came
back to lunch, but kept his room all the afternoon. He
had a man with him in his room most of the afternoon,
but he took no meals there. After dinner Hobson went
out, and nobody knew when he came back ; but he was
there to breaklast, and took the first train to the city.
I mad<! some inquiries at the depot, and the agent said
there was a tall man, in a gray ulster and with dark
glasses, who took the 3. 10 train this morning to the city,
but he didn't notice him particularly. That wan alll could
learn."
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unm,*^ !^'/^-^^ *« 'nq««t WM then «ljourned

with the hotBehold .t Fair 0.k. ^ expected to «m«„on theprem.^. th., night; ,„d, dinner ^er. the ™Xmen .ncudmg Mr. Whitney, locked then^lve. Sfnthe Urge hbrnry to discu. the inevitable contert aL"would .riK over the ertate .nd to devi« how wTu. Ae-« po-ible delay, to ^u« po«.icn "of ' rpt'
Later in the evening Harry Scott came down ftom hi.room for a brief «,oIl through the ground.. A^itt

I'bmn' and heard the eager, excited tone, within «men,benng the dinUy-ligh.ed room above witT^ ri,^,occupant, unloved, unmoumed. unthought of. in m^S~ to the preceding night, when Hugh 'illlin^^JS^..hed upon h« guests such royal entertainment and .^U» rec,p,ent of their congmtulations and their p™fe«iZof esteem and regard.
vowons

As he paced slowly up and down the avenues, his

fiiture^ At the earliest opportunity that day he tad returned to the city, ortensibly, to attend to son^ JieTpj^c
despatches, but his main errand had been to cor^T^^an emmem lawyer whom he knew by reputatioT^rSwhom both Hugh Mainwaring and Mr. WhTtn^'

"
„„merous legal contests, had found a powerfu ^d bi^"opponent. To him Scott had intnited his Twn c^pv,ng h.m the fiUlest details, and leaving in hisZ^for safe keepmg the proofs which were soon ^^Z

Uined by Scott had been present at the inquest. .ppa.^„Uy« a disinterested spectator, but. in reality, one ofX™«
intensely interested of them all.

^"
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CHAPTER VIII

THE WEAVING OF THE WEB

Tin o'clock fourd an eager crowd anembled in and

about the large library at Fair Oaks, drawn by reports of

the aeraational features developed on the preceding day.

The membeii of the household occupied nearly the same

pontions as on the preceding afternoon, with the exception

of the secretary, who had entered the room a little in

advance of the others and had seated himself near the

coroner.

Notwithstanding the glances of doubt and distrust which

Scott encountered, and his own consciouaieas that suspicion

against himself would deepen as all the fiu:ts in the case

became known, he was as impassive as ever. Even Mr

Whitney was wholly at a loss to account for the change

in the bearing of the secretary. He was no longer the

employee, but carried himself with a proud independence,

as though conscious of some mysterious vantage-ground.

On the other side of the coroner, but conveniently near

Scott, was Mr. Sutherland, while in the rear, commanding

a good view of both gentlemen, as well as of nearly every

fiice in the room, sat Mr. Merrick, though to a stranger

his manner would have implied the utmost indifference to

the proceedings.

The first witness called for by the coroner was Johnson,

the butler. For the first five or ten minutes his testimony

was little more than a corroboration of that given by the

valet on the preceding day, of the discovery of the death

of Hugh Mainwaring.
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"You i«y," Mid the coroner, "that at Mr. Whitney'i
request jrou remuned in the upper haU, near the library
and within call ?'

'

"Yes, sir."

"Will you atate how long a time you ihould think
elapaed between the aUrm given by Hardy and the ap-
pearance of the entire household, including both the guests
and the servants?"

"Well, sir, Hardy gave the alarm a little after seven.
The servants were already up and crowded around there
immediately, and I should say that every one, including
the ladies, was out within twenty minutes, or thirty at the
latest, with the exception of Mrs. LaGrange and her son."
" At what time did the latter appear?"
"It must have been considerably after eight o'clock,

sir, when she came to the library in response to a message
from Mr. Whitney."

"And her son?"

" I did not see Mr. Walter UGiange at all during the
forenoon, sir."

'

'
How was that ?'

' inquired Dr. WestUke, rather quickly.
'

' Was he not at Fair Oaks ?'

'

" I cannot say, sir. I did not see him until lunch<!on."
" When did you last see Mr. Mainwaring?"
"A little after eleven o'clock night before last,—Wed-

nesday night,—sir. I was in the hall as he passed up-
stairs to his rooms, and I heard him ask Mr Scott to come
to his library."

" Did there seem to be any coldness or unpleasantness
between them ?

" No, sir ; they both appeared the same as usual.

"

"Did any strangers call at Fair Oaks Wednesday aside
from those mentioned yesterday?"

"No, sir."

r$
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" Will you describe the ftrangen who were here, itatiiig

when they called and any partictilan you are able to give ?"

"The man giving his name as R. Hobson called between

eleven and twelve, Wednesday morning. He wu tall,

with thin features, small, dark eyes, and a very soft voice.

He came in a carriage, inquired for Mrs. LaGnuige, and
seemed in considerable haste. He stayed about an hour.

The gentleman who called about four in the afternoon also

came in a carriage and inquired for Mr. Mainwaring,

saying he had been directed to Fair Oaks at the city offices

of Mainwaring & Co. On learning that Mr. Mainwaring
was out, he asked for the secreUry ; and I took his card to

Mr. Scott, who gave directions to have him shown up into

the library. I do not know when he left. He was tall,

with black hair and moustache and dark glasses."

"Mr. Hobson's call occasioned considerable comment
at luncheon, did it not?"

"Yes, sir."

" Did you observe that it had any effect on Mr. Main-
waring?"

" Well, sir, I thought he appeared considerably annoyed,

and after luncheon he asked me whether Mr. Hobson had
inquired for him "

" Did you admit Hobson when he called in the even-

ing?"

" I did not, sir. I merely met him at the door and
directed him to the south side entrance."

"At Mrs. taCrange's request?"

"Yes, sir; in accordance with her instructions."

" Did she give any reason for such instructions?"

" Merely that his former call had caused so much remark
she wished to receive him privately.

'

'

" Was he alone when he called the second time?"
"No, sir."
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"S" ^°" '^"^ ^' P"*" *'«' "^ompwied him?"
No, «r. TTie man rtood «, 6r in the dudow that I

could only Ke the outline, of his form. I should »y he

hi^v'« " """ ''"*'" " "' "°^"' "^^ «>°»ide»bly

" Do you know at what hour they left?"
"No, sir."

Further questions fiuling to elicit any facts bearing upon
the atuation, the butler was dismissed, and Brown. Tc
than the butler, seem,ng rather eager to impart some piece
of mformation which he evidently considered of special
importance.

"^"^

After a few preliminary questions, the coroner aaid.-
'At what time, and from whom, did you firet hear ofMr. Mainwaring's death ?'

'

"About half-past seven, yesteiday morning, sir. I wa.
a-tak.ng care of the horses, sir, when Uncle Mose-he's

^.rf'Tl'
""'^^ '"'"'' ^ '^^ «'»»"*' °" his way

to the tool-house, and he tells me that Mr. Mainwarin«

t^ .^".""n"^ '" ""^ "'«'"' "8*" '" his own roomsand then he tells me "

stabler
'°"^ "^ ''"" '^" "'' '^^ *' """^ '" *«

" Before I heard of the murder? Well, about an hour,
I should say. I generally gets up at six.

"

"Had you been to the house that morning?"
"No, s.r

;
but I went right up there after seeing UncleMose, and I was in the kitchen telling what I had Ln the

M** p^ u
'.'7'"" *''" ''"""' ^' """"^ 'J'"^" »"d '"'id as howMr. Kalph Mainwaring wanted me, and that I had better

keep my mouth shut till I was asked to tell what I knew."
Where were you last Wednesday night?" asked the

coroner, rather abruptly.

n
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Brown looked lurpriied, but antwered readily, " I wm
out with lome friends of mine. We all went down to the

city together that night and itayed out pretty late, and it

leenu a mighty good thing we did, too.

"

" Why «o?" asked the coroner.

"Well, lir," Mid Brown, deliberately, glad of an op-

portunity to tell hii story and evidently determined to

make the most of it, "as I said, we stayed out that night

later than we meant to, and I didn't waste no time getting

home after I left the depot. So, when I got to Fair Oaks,

I thought I'd take the shortest cut, and so I come in by

the south gate, off from the side street, and took the path

around the lake to get to the stables."

" What lake do you mean?" interrupted the coroner.

" The small lake back of the {Tove in the south part of

the grounds. Well, I was hurr/ing along through that

grove, and all of a sudden I seen a man standing on the

edge of the lake with his back towards me. He was very

tall, and wore an ulster that came nearly to his feet, and

he looked so queer that I stepped out of the path and

behind some big trees to watch him. I hadn't no more

than done so, when he stooped and picked up something,

and come right up the path towards me. The moon was

shining, had been up about two hours, I should say, but

his back was to the light and I couldn't see his face, nor I

didn't want him to see me. After he'd got by I stepped out

to watch him and see if he went towards the house, but he

didn't ; he took the path I had just left and walked very

&st to the south gate and went out onto the side street.
'

'

"In which direction did he then go?" asked the coro-

ner.

" He went up onto the main avenue and turned towards

the town."

" Can you describe his appearance?"
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"Only that he WM tall and h«J very black hair but hi.

What did he pick up from the ground ?"
"I wuldn't Ke very plain, but it looked like a «n,Uiquare box done up in paper.

"

'

" You did not try to call any one ?

^.
"?*°' "; "^^ ™" <l'<ln't go near the houie. and Ididn't think much about it until Uncle Mo«e t;id meyesterday morning that the night before he seen--"

storl W T"* "."T"
"' "*

=
*' *'" ''* •'''" '«" W« <>*«story. Was that all you saw?"

Jn''*°:'"'J""""'''" ''P""* ^™*n' *ithaquick sidegtance towards Mrs. UGrange. who occupied thrslme
position as on the preceding day. "l Z going Z«towards the subies, thinking about that man. Ld all of fsudden I noticed there was a bright light i; one of th^r^msup-stain. The curtains wasn't dili, .^ I .l^^
itr "^T

"""^ "*»»'» I -alked up towardTT
.^^'"'"^^ """ ' "'' '^'- M^-waring's secietary. hIlooked awfully pale and haggard, and w^ walkin7„p anddown the room kind of excited like. Jus. then I ha^e^S
to Step on the gravelled walk and he heard me, fo^s^ed and ooked kind of frightened and listen«, a momem, and then he stepped up quick and extinguished The^ht and I was afeid he'd see me then fiomXlindow

.. M t! ^"' ^ "'°"«''' '^ "^KHty queer—°^

^J*.
Scott was dressed, was he?" interrupted the

"Yes, sir," Brown answered, sullenly.
" Did#m go directly to your room?"
"Yes, sir."

" What time was this ?"

' I heard the clock strike three just after I got in."
Vou saw or heard nothing more?"
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"No, «ir."

"You knew nothing of what h«d occurred »l the houM

until the gardener told you in the morning?"

.•N yts no, sir," Brown stammered, with another

glance towards Mrs. UGiange, who was watthing him

cVowly.
" What did you uy ?" demanded the coronet

"
I said I didn't know what had happeneri til! Uncle

Mose told me,
'

' Brown answered, doggedly.

"That will do," said the coroner, watching the witne*

narrowly as he resumed his ph»ce among the servant*.

During the Utter part of Brown's testimony, quick, tde-

giaphic glances had been excl^anged between Scott and

Mr. Sutherland, and one or two slip* of paper, unobserved

by any one but Merrick, had passed from one to the other.

Scott was well aware that the statements made by the

coachman had deepened su^cion against himself. He

paid litUe attention to the crowd, however, but noted

particulariy the feces of the guests at Fair Oaks. Ralph

Mainwaring's, dark with anger; that of the genial Mr.

Thornton coWy averted ;
young Mainwaring's superciUous

slare, and his sister's expression of contemptuous disdain

;

and as he studied their features his own grew immobUe ai

narble. Suddenly his glance encountered Miss Carleton's

face and was held for a moment as though under a spell

There was no weak sentimentality there, no pity or sym-

pathy,—he would have scorned either,—but the perfect

confidence shining in her eyes called forth a quick response

from his own, though not a muscle stirred about the stemly-

set mouth. She saw and understood, and, as hifcyes fell,

a smUe, inexpli«ble and mysterious, flashed for an ins^t

across her fece Im was gone.

"John Wilawiji' announced the coroner, after a sli|^t

pvise. •,
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A middle aged mui, nther dull in appmnact, tampt
«Br » (»ir of keenly obKrvui eyes, stepped lorward with
•low preciiion.

"You are Mr. Ralph Mainwaring'i valet, I believe?"
aid the coroner.

"TTiat I am, lir," wu the reply.

" Have you been for lome time in his employ >"
The man peered tharply at Dr. Wettlake from under hii

heavy browi, and replied, with great deliberation, "Niah
onto thirty yean, »ir."

Then, noting the aurpriae in hii interlocutor'! lace, he
added, with dignity, "TheWilwni, lir, have lerved the
Mainwarings for three genetatiom. My ftther, air, wai
valet to the &ther of die dead Hugh Mainwaring, the
Honorable Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring, sir."

A tniile played over the features of young Mainwaring
at these words, but Scott started involuntarily, and, after
studying Wilson's &ce intendy for a moment, hastily pen-
cilled a few words on a slip of paper which he handed to
Mr. Sutherland, and both watched the witiiess with special
interest.

His testimony differed little from that given by Haidy
and by the butler. He sttted, however, that, after accom-
panying Mr. Ralph Mainwaring to the scene of the murder,
the latter sent him to summon Mr. Scott ; but on his way to
the young gentleman's room he saw Mr. Whitney in advance
of him, who called the secretary and immediately returned
with him to the library.

"Was Mr. Scott already up when Mr. Whitoey called
Jura?"

tjlf coroner inquired, quickly.

" He was up and dressed, sir," was the reply.

Wilson also corroborated the butler's statement that
Walter LaGrange was not seen about th<, premises until
luncheon, and stated, in addition, that the horae belonging
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i» 'HS^^'^*"'
'='-«'«™^«'." - next »1M «Hl

Z/^T' • J"^ ''^ "«*»«> quietly tookh«^r^

<»ch word lud been crefiiUy weighed
^^^

M^'n^i;^"'""
"-^ «" «^ PH-e ™on- of Mr.

"YM,ifr."

"yZ T'"^
'^ "» ««— .-I Wedne^Uyr

.'.'

JjT**
"" **"'^* "' '*''^* '° the halli.

"
Wben did you Uut lee him?"

"About two o'clock Wednesday .ftemoon."
Sute how you fim heart of hi. de«h "
I WM working in the hall, ujwitaii. about »v™ .k .morning «,d hard running back ind f^K ,^ ^
Did you go m to «e him at that time ?"
•**> "". for a moment."

•• Did you notice anything unu««l i„ hi. «om,?"

.ooml. " """^ '"^'""« """""^ '" Mr. Mainwaring'.

"Did you in any room?"
"Ye., ar."

"In what one?"
"It. Mr. Scott', room, a little Uter."
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"SiMewhiMyouobmved."
"A lew minutci after r left th. Ubwry 1 «» Mr Scott

f*»«««'rf'»l"««>o. and r>*wiy with Mr. Whitney. ««1

-J!^^'^'""""**'"^- Then thing, w«,-nnrn .rou«d , onride«ble, wd the top drawer of h.,

went to the city."

" When did he go to the city ?"

"About noon."

• M^Z.Zi^;';^^
the^y or evening p,e^„,

'•No, «r; but I know he w.. locked in Mr. M«n-

" How do you know the libnry wai locked ?"

thJ'Jljr r**''!!''
!" *!" '"""''"' •"•• ' •«•«• him unlockAe^door when the butler cme up with «,me gentleman'.

"Did you «e the gentleman who aune up^m 1.^,?..
No, iir.

The witne. colored .lightly, but replied, "I think Imet him once or twice ; I don't remember ju« when "
^'^He wa. away from home ,«rt of the time, w»i he

" I don't know where he was."
Nothing further of imporunce could be learned from

the witoea., and, a. it wa. then past twelve, a .hort recea.wi. taken until after lunch.

Scott took hi. place at the table with the gue««, «wn.
.ngly alike indifferent to cold averiion or^f^
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He was coiuciom that Miw Carleton waa watching him,

her manner indicating the same frank friendliness she had

shown him on the preceding day, and in response to a

signal from her, as they rose from the table, he followed

her into one of the drawing-rooms, joining her in a large

alcove window, where she motioned hinvM a seat on a loi^'-

divan by her side.

"You have made a bitter enemy in Mra. LaGmnge,"
she said, archly; "and she has marshalled her forces

against you."

" Do you think so?" he asked, with an amused smile.

"Certainly. She dis^yed her tactics this morning.

I am positive that muchxt* the testimony was given in

accordance with her orders."*
'

' For the most part, however, tHA witnesses stated facts,
'

'

Scott replied, watching her closely. ,
'

j
" Yes ; but facts may be so misteprranited as to give an

impression quite the reverse of the truth."

" That is so. And a misrepresentation having a founda-

tion of truth is the hardest to light. But," he added, in a

lighter tone, "all this testimony against me does not seem

to have produced the same impression upon you that it has

upon the others. Your suspicions do not seem, as yet, to

have been very thoroughly aroused."

"Perhaps my suspicions are as dormant -3 your own
apprehensions. I £iil to detect the slightest anxiety on

your part as to the outcome of this, one way or another.
'

'

"No," he replied, after a pause; "I feel no anxiety,

only resentment that circumstances have conspired against

me just at this time, and contempt for people who will be

led by appearances rather than their own judgment. '

'

" People sometimes use very little judgment where their

own personal interests are concerned. '

'

" In that case," said Scott, as they rose to return to the
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library, where the others had already preceded them, " 1

uppoae the word of one urprincipled woman and of three

or four ignorant servants will be allowed to outweigh
mine."

They had reached the library and Miaa Carleton made
no reply, but Scott s^in saw the same inscrutable little

smile play over her features, and wondered at its meaning.



CHAPTER IX

TANGLKD THRKAOS

Upon rauming the eMniiiution, the fint witnen called
for was Mary Catron, the second cook, a wonun ahout
thmy.five yean, of age, with an hon«t &ce, but one
indicative of a fiery temper. Her testimony w^ brief
but given with a directness that was amusing. When
qu«tioned of the occurrences of the day preceding the
murder, she replied,—

"

"I know nothing of what went on except from the
go«ip of the rest. My place was in the kitchen, and Ihad too much to do that day to be loitering rornd in the
haUs, leaning on a broom-handle, and listening at key-
hole., and she cast a glance of scathing contempt in the
direction of the chambermaid.
"Did this 'gossip' that you speak of have any bearing

on what has since occurred ?" the coroner inquired.
••Well, sir ,t might and it mightn't. 'Twas mostly

about the will that Mr. Mainwaring was making; and L
-how them that got litUe was angry that they didn't get

tr whX'"""'"
"" *°' """''^ ^"""^ "' "°' «"""8

^^••How did the servants gain any knowledge of this

" That's more than I can say, sir, except as I knows the
nature of some folks.

"

Upon further questioning, the witness stated that pn themght of the murder, between the hours of two and three
she was aroused by a sound like the dosing of an outside
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door, but on going to one of the buement windowi to
listen, ahe heard nothing farther and concluded ihe had
been mistaken,

"Did you see the coachman at that time?" she wii
aslced.

" A few minutes later I looked out again and I lee him
gaping and grinning at the house and jabbering to himself
hke an idiot, and I was minded to send him about hia
busmess if he hadn't a-took himself off when he did."
" He was perfectly sober, was he not?"
"Sober for aught that I know; but, to my thinking,

he's that daft that he's noways responsible for aught that
he says."

" Were you up-sUirs soon after the alarm was given?"
asked the coroner, when she had told of hearing from the
butler the news of the murder.

"Yes, sir
;

I went up as soon as ever 1 heard what had
happened."

" Who was in the libtary at that time?"
"Nobody but some of the servants, sir. I met Mr.

iVhitney just as I came out.

"

" Did you meet any one else?"

" I met no one, but I saw the housekeeper coming out
of her son's room. She didn't see me ; but she was telling
hmr to get ready quick to go somewheres, and I heard her
sa- hurry, for every minute was precious."

-..-ois Picot, the head cook, could give no information
whatever. When the alarm was given, he had rushed,
with the other servants, to the scene of the murder, andm his imperfect English, accompanied by expressive French
gestures, he tried to convey his horror and grief at the
situation, but that was all.

The two maids who attended the English ladies were
next called upon ; but their testimony was mainly conobo-
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wtive of that given by the chamlwrmaid, except ttut
Samh Whitely, Mi» Carlctoni. maid, .tated, in addition
that she had «en Mr. Walter I^Cninge leave hi- mother'il
room in great ha.te and go down-stain,, and a little Uter
from one of the upper windows, aw him riding away from
the Etobles in the direction of the couth gate.

Hut one y .nt remained, "Uncle Mose," as he was
fimiharly calleu, the old colored man having charge of
the grounds at Fair Oaks. Hi, snow-white hair and l«:nt
form gave him a venerable ap,>eanince ; but he was still
active, and the shrewd old face showed lK)th humor and
patho. as he proceeded with hi, ,tory. He had l«en a
slave in his younger days, and still designated his late
employer by the old term •'„»«,.•• He was a well-
known character to many present, including Dr. Westlake
who knew that in this instance .juestions would have to b^
abandoned and the witness allowed to tell his story in his
own way.

"Well, Uncle Mose, you have been employed at Fair
Oakf for a long time, haven't you f"

' Moah dan twenty yeahs, sah, I'se had charge ob de«
yer grounds; an' mars'r Mainwaring, he fought nobody
but ole Mose cud take cyah ob 'e-n, sah.

"

" You were about the grounds as usual Wednesday were
you not?"

"I was 'bout de grounds all day, sah, 'case dere was a
pow ful lot to do a-gittin- ready ;,r de big doins dere was
goin to be on mars'r's birfday."

"Did you .see either of the strangers who called that
day?"

"I'se a-comin' to dat d'rectly, .sah. You see, sah I
wants to say right heah, befo' I goes any furder, dat I
don know noffin 'cept what tuk place under my own
ohserbation. I don' feel called upon to 'spress no 'pinions
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'bout nobody. I je»' wants to state a few recurrences dat
I noted a. .Ic lime, s[K.-,hally 'bout dem ftmngem m wm
heah m pertickeler. Well, „h, de fust nuin, he come
heah m de n«wnm'

.
De Inglish gentlemens, dey had been

a-walkin m de ground, and je,' done gone roun' de comer
ol. de ho,«e to so to man.'r Mainwaring's lilnrrry. when
d.s nun he come, up de avnue in a kerridge, an' de fust
ing I heah .m a-cussin' de driver. Den he get, out and
loolu roun kmd o' quick, j™' like de po««.m in de kohn

de rose, on de front poach, an' I looked ct 'ira pow'ful
sharp, an when de dooh opened he jumped in quick, a,ef he wa, glad to get out o' right. Well, K.h, I didn't
like de pearance ob dat man, an' I je,' fought I'd getanoder look a. 'in,, but he stayed a mighty long time, s^,an b,me by I had to go to de tool-house, an' when I g^back the kerridge was gone. '

'

"Could you describe the man, Uncle Mo«?" the coro-
ner asked.

"No sah, I don' know a, I could 'scribe 'im peracly
but Id know 'im, no matter where I .sot eye, on 'im, and Iknow d .m the nex' time I see 'im. Well, <ah, dat aft'
noon, mars'r Mainwaring an' de folks had gone out ridin'
an I wa.s roun' kind o' permiscuou, like, an' T see anoderkemdge way down de av'nue by de front gate, an' I waited,p«tm maybe I'd see dat man again. While I waswaitiV
by de front dooh, a.l ob a sudden a man come roun' fromde .side, as ef he come from mars'r Mainwaring's liberry
nut he was anoder man .

"

"Didn't he look at all like the fi„t man?" inqu,^ ,he
coroner. '

"No, sah; he looked altogedder diff'rent; but I don'know a, I could state whar'in de differensiashun consi^ed
sah. Dis man was berry good lookin' 'ceptin' hi, eye,'
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•B' dem yoh cudn' m, 'cue he had on cuU'ed j'—Tt
Mebbe hii eyes wa> pow'fiil weak, er mebbe he didn't
want nobody to lee 'em ; but I 'ipicioned dem gltmtt
d'rectly, wh, an' I watched 'ira. He goea down to de
kemdge an' takes out a coat an' says lump'in to de driver,
an' de kerridge goes away towds de town, an' he walki
off de Oder way. Birae'by I see 'ii.: «wire back again
on de Oder side oli de street "
• Was he alone ?" interrupted the coroner.

..."y"' "''' *"'
' '*°"* "''' ™y 'y on ">'"> «n' he

didn go on to de town, but tuhned down de fuii side
rtreet. Well, i«h, I didn' see no moah ob 'im den ; but
dat ebenm' I'd ben a-workin' roon' de house, sprinklin'
de gnus and gettin' ready foh de nex' day, when I happens
to pom by de side dooh, an' I sees dem two men comin'
out togedder."

" What time was this, Uncle Most ?" the coroner aaked
quickly.

"Well, sah," said the old man, reflectively, "my
mem'ry is a little derelictious on dat p'int, but I knows
'twas gettin' putty late."

" Are you sure these were the same two men you had
seen earlier in the day?"

"Yes, sah
;

'case I stepped in de bushes to watch 'em
Dey talked togedder berry low, an' den one man goes
back into de house, an' I seen 'im plain in de hall light,
an' he was de fust man; an' while I was a-watchin' 'im,'
de Oder man he disappeahed an' I cudn' see 'im nowhar,
but I know'd he was de man dat came in de aft'noon'
'case he look jes' like 'im, an' toted a coat on his arm'
Well, sah, I t'inks it a ; .rry cur' is sarcumstance, an' I was
jes' comin' to de preclushun dat I'd mention it to some oh
de fembly, when de fiist man, he come to de dooh wid de
housekeeper. I was in de shadder and di / didn' see me.
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d«h My, d., „ , b.z'no. contnu:t ; I do« my p,rt,J
I .p«^ my pay,. An- .he «y., .Qh, y„, yoh AM»»b yohr money widmu fiiil/ An' I „y. J mv«'f

«n nuffin da, «n«r„. yoh nohow,' .„' , ,«. home, .„•
<i>t. .11 I know. «.h. Bu, !«: ben |K,w'ful „rry eber«nce d.. I didn' le, m.„'r M^inwaring know 'bLtUcaw 1 ha. my '»picion»," and the old darkey .hook hUhead while the tear. couiKd down hi, furrowed cheeksHow did you hear of Mr. Mainwaring's death?"
aakcd the coroner.

" De coachman, he done tole me, Kih."

occmrt''''""'
""'''™'" "»'«• "»' yo" «oW him what had

"No, «h; he done tole me; I'd come up to de placepow'f"l^ly da. mawnin' 'c, dere wa. to'be .uch'b^

•table, pow'ful fiu- on his boss '•

" Do you mean Walter LaGiange?'

»k' !l
' "'''"''<'• coachman he came out an' I ax 'imwhar de young man «^ gwine dat ahiy, an' he ay man',M«„wanng ben killed, an' man.'r ^Valter had to go totown a. fas' a. his how cud take 'im.

"

" Do you know when he returned ?"

" He came back, «h, befo' berry long, an' den he went.-ay agmand didn't come back till mos' noon "

wa. r^W.
""' '^"'"' "^ **" *™''^ *^ '='»"'™"

" What did you mean by stating that you firs, heard ofMr M«nwanng , death from the gardener, when the re-vene was the truth ?"

" 1 don't know," he replied, carelessly; " I ,'p<« j „«
»
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miMd. I nmemix, ulking with him .bout it, .nd I thought
Be told tat.

^
" Vou h»'' forgotten the interview with Waller U-Onnge, I prewimc.

"

Brown nuule nc tnawei.

" Why did you not mention that ?"

" I wm-t ulced to." he replied in inwient lone. ; •• »«,Mid nothing to me abc't Mr. UC.range "

"Vou .ree»pected to Mate in full every ot.ur^nce
Mving any bearing op the utualion. '\5u may give the
paniculan of that intervi..w now. >

J a •«
-There', not. ing to tell more than Uncle Moae told.

1 wa. »..king in the .table, lu «ual, and Mr. UC.range
ctme in m a big hurry and ordered me to addle hi. hone
-quick « I could, that Mr. Mainwaring had .eenmur-
aered, and he'd got ti. go to town."
"At what time wa. thia?"

"About half-pau fc.ven, I diould «y."
" Did he state hi. errand?"
"No, -ir."

"When did he return?"

_" I Mw hi. hone Manding in the yard outaide the Mable.
about hal'an hour after, and then 'Iwa. gone, and I didn'tMX It again till noon."

Walter UGrange was next called. He staled that he
had spent the greater part of the day preceding the mur-
der away from Fair Oaks; he had not been at home to
luncheon or dinner, and consequently knew nothing of the
strangers seen on the place that day. He had returned
about hall-past ten that evening, and remembered «*i„e
Mr^Mainwaring and hi. guests seated on the veranda, but
he had gone directly to his room without meeting any one
rue first intimation which he had received of any unusual
occurrence the next morning was when his mother entered
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hta room Mid told him ih.i Mr. M«in»triD| l»d either
^..^munterrt or h: o „mitt«l «icide. no on. kn..

•|
Wu thit her c.ily obJ«l in romin, to your loom f"
No, ur

;
.he wuted me to do in enrnd for h. r."

•' W III you «ute the nature of thU crrud ?"
" It wu only to deliver a note."
" To whom?"

u,'Jt
**'• ""'*"•" •''« young man inawered wedily,

Tin^'-M TT'u '?:""'• "•• ""' "«" "^ «""«''» of ">y
kind which the had betrayed that day.

" Did you deliver the note ?"

'Yei. lir."

"Then, under your mother', orden, you went .0 the
city on your lecond trip, did you not ?"
" V—yei, «r."

''Were you wcceaiful in finding Mr. Hobwm there?"
Yea, jir," the witnea aniwered lullenly.

hi™ ^ "^ other buaine. in the city aaide from meetingmm, had you not 7'

'

*

B......en the coroner', ptmirtence and hi. mother', viai-
ble .ign. of di.plea.ure, Walter UGnnge wu te lorimr
hi. temper. ^l

" If you know u much about thi. buaine., I don't Me
the lue of your que.tioning me, '

' he rciorted ..ngrily " If,no afliur of mine «,yw,y
; I h«! nothing <o do with it, no.

I wo.. I be mixed up in it ; an,- if ^ou want any informa-
tion you d better aak mother for i. ; if. her b»in« andnone of nune.

After a few rnon ,uertion., r.hich the witne« annveied
•ullenly and in mono.yllabl«, he wa. <lismi»ed.
"Ml Higg-nbotham," announce'i the coroner The

greater mrprise wa. mani sted on ever* ride a. the
• iuor member of a well-known firm nf jeweUer, .fepped
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tmnrd ; tha iMiia gentleman who had accompanied Mi.
Whitney on hU return from the city on the pr>^eding day.

" Mr. Higgenbotham," nid the coroner, " I believe you
are able to fimiiOi mne tentimony which will l« |iertinent

allhiatime."

"Yea, Dr. WcMlake," roiiondcil the other, in deep,
IP jaical tone*, " I think poniibly I i«n render you a little

aiitance in your inveitigationi."

" Mr. Higgenbotham, do you recogniie the young gen-

tleman who haa Juit given hia teitimony?"

" I do, air," laid the witneai, adjiiating a pair of eye-

glaam and gaiing aleadily at Walter UGrange. "I
recall hi* (ealurci perfectly."

"You were penonally acquainted with the late Hugh
Kainwaring, I believe?"

"Yea, air, intimately acquainted with him."
"You are, I believe, fiuniliar with the Mainwaring

Jewela which are now miwing?" continued the roioner.

Walter UGrange looked uncomforuble and hi* mother'n
cheek paled.

"I am, air; having had them re{-^tedly left in my
pOMCHion for wfe keeping during th .r owner'* abaence
from home ; and I have al*o a co,npleti! liit of th.'m, with

a detailed deacription of every piece."

"Very well, Mr. Higgenb'itham, will you now pleaae

tate when, and uiider what circumatancei, you aaw thi*

young gentleman?"

"I was aeated in my private office ycaterday morning,
when my head clerk came in and aiked me to »tep out into

the aalesrooms for a moment, as he aaid a young man wa*
th-re trying to •ell lome very fine Jewel^ and, from hi*

youth and hi* ignorance of their value, he feared *ome-
thing wa* wrong. I went out immediately and aaw this

yoimg gentleman, who l/taded mc for ingpectioQ a tupcrb

W
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Mr M.in™ri„g'.; „ ,h, je..,. „„ ^, "'^'^
»W.ed to di.p«e of the... for «,dy c»h to „,„t «

fo^H^ V'""* '" ' «»*»''roker for Ic. tl»„ on^fourth the, .ctu.1 v.l„. About hlf .„ hour tat.rT rf^n.-w, of ,h. robbery .t Fair 0.k., .„d th.t the. Zjew... were m«,„g,. „d knowing th., Mr. W '^ J^

proceeded to the p.w»hop. where he .!«, identified the

Mr. Higgenbo.h«„ p,u«d for . moment, producing .p.ck.ge from ,n inner pocket, which he proce;ded toTl" We «cured . |o,„ of the jewel, for . few d.« '^h,e«...nued advancing toward, the coroner "l^^'.hey"e, .nd here i. . copy of the li«. of which I .pok^ Bv

M™tL/' ~ "" "*' "^ •'" •^ "»• «»y

«

He pUc^ u,e open c»ket on the uble. There «.. .
95
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moment's ailence, broken by subdued exclamations of

admiration as Dr. Westlake lifted the genu from their

resting-place.

"You are correct," he said; "the description is com-

plete. There is no doubt that these are a part of the

collection. I see you have marked the value of these two

items as seven thousand dollars."

"Yes; that is a moderate valuation. And were the

prices c' the other articles carried out, you would see that,

with the exception of a few very small pieces, these have

the least value of the entire lot. I believe I can be of no

fiuther service.

"

Mrs. LaGrange was next recalled.

" Have you anything to say in reference to the testimony

just given?" the coroner inquired.

"I have this much to say," she replied, haughtily,

"that I could have given you the history of those jewels,

including, perhaps, some fects of which even Mr. Higgen-

botham and Mr. Whitney are in ignorance, and thus have

spared you the infinite pains you have taken to make

public the straits to which I was reduced, because of my
position here, when in need of a little ready money. I

could have informed you that they were originally a part

of the old Mainwaring collection of gems, until they were

given me b/ my husband."

" It harlly seems consistent that a man who treated his

wife in thi; manner in which you claim to have been

treated would bestow upon he- gifts of such value as

these," the coroner remarked with emphasis.

"They were of little value to him," she answered, with

scorn ; " as vou have been informed, they were the poorest

which he possessed. Besides, there were times when I

could persuade him to almost anything,—anything but to

acknowledge his lawful wife and his legitimate eon."
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sale oT?h""
"°"7 """" ^°" ""= '""d '» m« by fte«le of ,h« jewel, ,o be paid ,o Hob«,„ ?"

'^ **
u was.

'*In accordance with thp f^rm. -.r

trouble Knowing th,.
"""*-' ' *'" "ve you the

deluded ofouT^htnle"" """
' """^ '""='^

'" ««

myhusband-HLth IrL.^™'.
prday .or„i„, „,

diate need of his«A^ic« "^ J """''^ '"'" '""»-

to that effect HeTelnX"""''"^'^*'" »'"• *ord

once. -nierLl, of ITT ."
'"«' "^ •"J™"' "«

already told y^ •

"""' "'• «*8-botham ha.

Hu;"^rS^"''~^"-XourH.ht.f™™
"That was left entirely to his own discretion."

clerJ.
""' '^"'" '"^ ''P—« of Mr. Hoh^n's

b™:;hfraTuni\oT"'''
"

"''» "' >- --'^S"' as a witness to our contract. I knew t),»» k.
present, but he remained in the shadow ^Tdwjll
notice of him whatever."

' '°°'' °°

"
Your contract, then, was a verbal one ?"

' It was.

Upon being closely questioned, Mr. LaGranee rei.e»»-rf

"^n the alleged interview between Hugh Mainwaring^
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.. M. SCO..." «id thccoronc, -^"l^ru^lf

"

existing be.««n Mr. M«nw.r,ng and you«df P

time of hi. dea.h?"
,.^ ordinarily

SCO., flushed .\igh.ly a. he 'ephed
^

exis.ing be.ween employer •"<> ^°^tr^^
^Ueve Mr. «^"7";«.rXSp-ia^ve of hi. Vind-

°'
:r^:fZ:^'^. any unplea»n. word. pa««l between

you?"
__

" None whatever. viainwaring of a

..Was your la.t interview wi.h Mr. Mainwar. g

friendly nawre?"

::rre;ou . «y m «-- -surr/.
^ven .0 the '^^^

^J^^:^'^^^^^ ^^ ^-"'^

niied in angry conversation witn mi

one o'clock
?'

'

^^^^t foundation."

"I*:»«*°^rj LT^e statement of the witness

tt Do you mean to say i"**^

was wholly without truth?" „ ^eged by

..I do not «ie»y

*f^,^f te, for that is something

:i;rgwrhr.p;oUi.ge-^;n-^^

"'fr^as'^LIrte' time a. which you wen. to your

"^Tvery near .hat time, as my interview wid. Mr. Main-

waringTould not have exceeded ten nnnutes.
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occupied with lome personal matten that I felt no inclina-

tion for ileep. I lighted a cigar and became so absorbed

in mjr own thoughts that I was totally unaware of the lapse

of time, until I was aroused by what I thought was a

stealthy step outside. I then became conscious, for the

first time, that I was very weary, both physically and

mentally, and I also discovered that it was nearly three

o'clock. Astonished to find it so late, and exhausted by

hours of protracted thought, I threw myself as 1 was upon

a low couch, where I slept soundly until awakened in the

morning."

Further questions failed to reveal any discrepancy in his

statement, and he was dismissed.

The testimony of Ralph Mainwaring and of his son

added nothing of interest or importance. Mr. Thornton

testified to his incidental meeting with Hobson and to the

reputation which the man had borne in London. When
he had resumed his seat the coroner remarked,

—

"As a matter of form, I will have to call upon the

ladies, though it is not expected they will be able to

furnish any information throwing light on this mysterious

case."

It was, as he had said, little more than a ceremony

and occupied but a few moments. Miss Carleton was the

last one called upon. She stated that it was nearly eleven

o'clock when she reached her room, but added that she

did not retire immediately, as her cousin. Miss Thornton,

liad come in, and they had chatted together for more than

an hour ; that while so engaged, she heard Mr. Scott come

up-stairs and enter his room, which adjoined heiB, and lock

the door for the night.

"At what hour was this?" inquired the coroner.

" It could not have been more than twenty minutes after

twelve, as it was twenty-five minutes after twelve when my
99
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. couain went to her room, and thu wu about live mlnutei

e'rlier."

' Can you state whether or not he left hia room withir.

the next half-hour?"

" I know that he did not," ahe replied. " I can teatify

that he remained in hia room until after one o'clock.

After my cousin left 1 diacovered that the moon was juat

rising, and the view acron the Hudson being extremely

beautiful, as well as novel to me, I extinguished the light

in my room and sat down by the open window to enjoy it.

I heard Mr. Scott stepping quietly about hia room for a

few moments; then all was still. I sat foi some time

admiring the scenery, until I waa aroused by hearing him

pacing back and forth like a person in deep thought. I

then foimd it was much later than I supposed,—nearly one

o'clock,—and I immediately retired ; but so long as I waa

awake I could hear him walking in his room.
'

'

As Miss Carleton finished her testimony it was evident

that the tide of general opinion had turned somewhat in

&vor of the young aecretary, but the latter quietly ignored

the friendly glances cast in his direction.

it was generally supposed that all testimony in the case

had now been heard. Considerable surprise was, there-

fore, manifested when the coroner nodded to Mr. Whitney,

who, in turn, beckoned to some one in the hall. In

response the butler appeared, ushering in a tall man, with

cadaverous features and small, dark eyes, which peered

restlessly about him.

"Richard Hobson," announced the coroner.

" At your service, sir," said the man, advancing with a

cringing gait and &wning, apologetic smile.

" Mr. Hobson," said the coroner, after a few prelimi-

narir " I imdentand you were somewhat acquainted with

the late Hugh Mainwaring."
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"Well, y«, lir, ttmrwhat," the other replied in loft,

iniinuating tone», but with peculiar emphuii on the worf
used by Dr. Wettlake. " Indeed, I might lay, without
exaggeration, that I wai probably better acquainted with
that estimable gentleman than wax any one in this country.

'

'

" When did you last see Mr. Mainwaring?"
" I have not seen him to speak with him for fully

twenty-th-ie years."

"You have corresponded with him, however, in that

time?"

The witness showed no surprise.

"We exchanged a few letters while I was in England.
I have neither heard from him nor written to him since

coming to this country."

" When did y^ j last see him, regardless of whether you
spoke to him or not ?"

"Probably within the last two or three weeks. I have
occasionally met him on the street.

'

'

" Did Mr. Mainwaring see you at any of these times?"
" If he did, he did not recognize me."
" Did you see him when you called at Fair Oaks. Wed-

nesday,—either morning or evening?"

"I did not."

" Mr. Hobson, will you describe the man who accom-
panied you when you called in the evening, Wednesday?"
" I could give you a general description. He was a

large man, about my own height, but heavier, and rather

good looking, on the whole. But I am not good on details,

such as complexion, color of hair, and so on ; and then,

you know, those little things are very easily changed."
" What was his name ?'

'

Mr. Hobson smiled blandly. "The name by which I

know him is John Carroll, but I have no idea as to his real

He is a very eccentric character, many-sided as it
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were, and I never know which dde will come upper-

moM."
" He ia your clerk uid in your employ, i» he not?"
" Agent, I think, would be a preferable term. He ii in

my employ, he tranaacta ceruin buaineia for me, but he

does it in hii own way, and come* and goea at hii own
discretion.

'

'

" Where is he at present f

'

" I have no idea, sir."

" Did he leave for the city that night, or did he remain

with you at the Riverside Hotel ?"

" He was not with me at the hotel except for a few

huun. I have not the slightest idea from whence he came
to see me, when he went away, or in what direction he

went. He was in haste to be excuwd as soon as our joint

business was done, and I have not seen him since."

" Did he have on dark glasses that dity?"

" Not when 1 saw him, but that was only in my room at

the hotel, and for a few moments in this house ; he would

have no need for them at either place."

" Did he not accompany you from the hotel to Fair

Oaks?"
" No, sir; we met here by prearranffment."

" When do you expect to see your agent again ?"

"Whenever he has any business reports to make,"
Hobson replied, with an exaspeiating smile ; "but I have

no idea when that will be. He has other commissions to

execute ; he is in the employ of others besides myself, and
tiansacts some business on his own account also."

"I understand, Mr. Hobson, that you have repeatedly

extorted money from -Ir. Mainwaring by threatening to

disclose facts in your possession regarding some question-

able transaction."

" No, sir ; my action coutd not be termed extortion or

loa



TANGLED THREADS

bbckmtil within the meaning of the Imw, though to uy
one convenut with Mr. Mainwaring't private cotretpond-
ente it may have had that appeaiance. I waa, however,
merely malting an effort to collect what waa legally due
me. Mr. Mainwaring, before leaving England, had volun-
tarily bound himaelf to pay me a certain lum upon the
condition that I would not reveal certain Inuiaactiona of
conaiderably more than ' quationable ' character. I kept
my part of the contract, but he (ailed in his. I wrote him,
therefore, threatening, unleaa he fulfilled hi> (hare of the
agreement, to institute proceedings against him, which
would naturally involve a disclosure of his secret. He never
paid me in full and the secret is still mine," he paused,
then added sl.rfly, "to keep or to sell, as will pay me
best." .

"Was Hugh Mainwaring ever married?" the coroner
asked, abruptly.

"I believe he was not generally considered a married
nun, sir."

" Was there ever any private marriage ?'

'

Hobson smiled enigmatically. " You already have the
word of the lady herself, sir ; that should be sufficient. I
cannot reveal any of Hugh Mainwaring's secrets,—unle»
I am well paid for it I"

Hobson was dismissed without further questions, and the
examination being now at an end, the coroner's jury re-
tired to the room in the rear of the library. Very few
left the house, for all felt that little time would be required
for the finding of a verdict, and comment and opinion
were freely exchanged.

"Well," said Mr. Sutherland, turning towards the sec-
retary with a smile, " they did not learn one (act from that
last witness, for I doubt whether one of the few statements
he did make had an ioU of truth in it. By the way, Mr.
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Scott, it'i very Cartuiuue thing that you've got the ptooii
you h«ve. It wouM be a riiky piece of worli to depend
on that man's word for pro< ; he i« at ilippery ai an eel.

With ihoK prooA, however, thete in no doubt but that
you've got a liiong caae."

" It wiU be hard to convince Ralph Mainwarins of that

fact."

"Ym, he looks ai though he would hold on to his

opinions pretty tenaciously."

"Not so tenaciously as he would gnsp any money
coming within his reach t"

At a little distance, Mr. Whitney was engaged in con-
versation with the Englishmei..

"I never thought he could be in any way connected
with it, " he was saying. " In the first place, there was no
motive, there could be none ; then, again, I believe he is

altogether above sur cion. I know that Mr. Mainwaring
had the most implici. confidence in him."
" Well," said Mr. Thornton, " for my part, I'm heartily

glad if there is nothing in it. I always liked the youni
feUow."

" That's just where I don't agree with you ; I don't like

him," Ralph Mainwaring replied in a surly tone. " He
may be all right so &r as this nutter is concerned ; I don't
say yet that he is or isn't ; but I do say that to defiune a
man's character after he's dead, in the manner he has, is

simply outrageous, and, you may depend upon it, there's
some personal spite back of it."

" Oh, well, as to Hugh's character, I don't think 70U
or I are going to fret ourselves about that," laughed Mr.
Thornton. "He probably sowed his wild oats with the
rest of us, and there may have been some reason for his
ftaving England as he did.

"

"I don't believe it," Ralph Mainwaring retorted, an-
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r'ly: »>«befere he could i.ymor,, eh. doon opened Mdth^rone,'. Ju^- dW i„.o ,he roor.. There^Ti^unt
\^' "^ • '~*°*"' "" "* **""'« '*' •»" "nourcwl.
It «M whet every one iMd expected, ud yet there w« not
o|«Uut^exp,ri.nc«l . feeling of di-pp«ntmen. .nd d».

"We And that the deceued, H-jgh M.inw.rinK, c«ne
to hii de.th by the diicharge of fe»olvcr in the
of KHne perMio or penon to ut unknown."

iitt



CHAPTER X

MHINK THX KCIMIII

Thk /crowd dupcficd npidly, |Mwing down the csk-

lined avenue in twai and thrcm, engaged in animated

diicuBiion of the details o( the inqucit, while each one

advanced tome theory of hii own eegarding the murder.

Mr. Sutherland had talien hia departure after mailing an

appointment with Scott for the following day, and the

latter now (tood in one of the deep bow-windowi en-

gr .laed with hia own thought!. Suapicion had been par-

tikily diverted from hinaelf, but only partially, aa he well

knew, to return like a tidal wave, deepened and intemllied

by penonal animoaity, whenever the fiKta he had thui lar

io carefully concealed ahould become known. He gave

little thought to this, however, except aa it influenced him

in planning hia coune of action for the next few dayi.

He waa aroused from hia revery by the sound of ap-

proaching steps, and, turning, met Mr. Whitney.
" Ah, Mr. Scott, I was just looking for you. I thought

possibly you had slipped back to the city with the crowd.

I wanted to say, Mr. Scott, that, if it will be agreeable to

you, I wish you would remain at Fair Oaks for tht next

few days, or weeks, as the case may be. Mr. Ralph

Hainwaring has retained my services to aid in securing

his title to the estate, and the will having been destroyed,

complications are likely to arise, io that it may take some

time to get matters pujusted. Much of the business will,

of neceanty, have to le transacted here, aa all of Mr.



KMINP THK SCENES

MaiBwuiDg'i private |iapen «ra h«rr, and If yOH '«fll Miy
•od help u* out I will lee, of roune, thai jrojr Klary goa
rli '>t on uuMul."
An excuM for muuning at Fair Oaka waa what Scott

panicularljr dcnired, but he replied indifferently, "If It

will accommodate jrou, Mr. Whitner, I can remain for

few da)ri."

" Very well, i caonot aay jiat how long we may nmd
you, though I anticipate a lo^g (onteM."

"Againat Mn. I.aGrani(e?"

"Yu; though the hu. In my opinion, no legal right

whatever, yet ihe will make a hard fight, and with that

tri( kitcr Hobion to help her with hin chicanery, it ia liabl*

to Uke lome lime to bat them."
" You expect to win in the end, howcvcrr'
"Certainly; th< c ii no docbt but that Ralph Main-

waring will win the caae. He will get the property either

for hif ion or for himaelf. We aie first going to try to

have the will upheld in the court*. Failing in that, the

property will, of coune, be divided between the neara*
hein, Ralph Mainwaring and a younger bachelor brother

;

in which event, the whole thing will, in all probability,

finally revert to his son Hugh."
" Mr. Whitney, what is your opinion of Mm. UGrange's

story of a private marriage?"

The attorney shook his head decidedly. "One of her

clever lies; but if she ever undertakes to tell that little

romance in court, I'll tear it all to shreds. She never was
married to Hugh Mainwuing; but," he added, slowly,

"I may as well tell you that Walter waa his son. Mr.
Mainwaring the same as admitted that to me once ; but I

am certain that, aside from that fiu:t, that woman had
some terrible hold on him, though .lever knew.

By the way, Mr. Scott, do you ki. .: /thing of the
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laitkuUn of Ihai iniiMcUan lo which Ihsn btltn n-
(mcd and lo which Hotoon dludcd io-<fcy ?"

"Yomir."
Mr. Whitney lookad keenly ai ihr ••vug man. " You

obtained youf kno».<d(|C oHgina! .om other Kwnci
than Mr. Mainwaring'a rormpondem e, did you not ^'

•Ve^iir."

"I thought M. 1)0 you know, Mr. <olt, I would
denounce the whole thing a> a lie, a ntheme of tliat

adventuroB, or that im|iaator, Hotaun, or both, by which
they hope to gain unie hold on the hein, were it not that,

from your manner, I have been convinced that you hate
«me penonal knowledge of the beta in the raae,—that
you know itr more than you have yet told."

Mr. Whitney paiwd, watching 'he young lecrelar*

cloaely, but there waa no leply, and, with all his pen<

tration, the attorney could read nothing in the immoUlt
fcce before him. He continued,—

"Whatever that tianiaction may have beet, I wiah to

know nothing about it. I waa much attached to Mr.
Mainwaring and rcupected him highly, and I want to

reipect hit memory; and I will I ' you frankly what I

moa. dread in th. coming conlcM. T expect nothing elw
but that either that woman or Hobaon will drag the aflair

out from ita hiding-place, and will hold it up for the

public to gloat over, aa it alway* doa. I hate to nee a
man'i reputation blackened in that way, eapecially when
that man waa my friend ard hia own Mpa are aealed in

death."

" It ii a pity," aaid Scott, slowly ; "but if one wiahea

to leave behind him an untarnished reputation, he mw.
back it up, while living, with an uii .,iemi«hed character.

"Well," said the attorney, tentatively, aAer another
pause, "Ml. Mainwariag's character, whatevef il may

'•f
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h«vt bna li««M« we wcr* moctaicd with him, certainlr
iMd no elTert upan your life nr ml-w, hciu « I kti that it b
nothinx with which we «rc dim-tly rem ernni ; and I tie-

lleve, In hit I know, that it will L« for your Intemt, Mr.
Srott, If you My nothlnf regarding whatever knowledge
you may have of the paat."

Mr. Whitney, wati hing the effert of hia wordx, mddenlyw an e«|irewian toully unlike anything he had cvrr iwen
on the Che of the lerreury, and yet Mrangely bmiliar.

Srott turned and 6red him, with eyea rold and tyniral
aod that Kemed to pierce him through and through,
remarking, inlonn of quiet Irony, '

I am gr.aily oliliged
for your advice, Mr. Whitney, regarding my intcreiiti, but
it ii not needed. Furthermore, I think all your thought
and attention will Iw re<|uircd to look after the intere«t« of
Ralph Malnwaring," and without waiting for tcply, he
•tepped through one of the low, old&^hioncd windowi
opening upon the veranda and diiappearut, Icavin the
attorney alone.

" By Ceorge, but that waa cool I" ejacuUted the latter.

•And that look; where have I leen it? I bcWeve that
Ralph Mainwaring la more than half right after all, and
there in Mmiethlng liack of all thic I"

So absorbed wai he In hi« own tvAectiom ai to be wholly
unaware c' the presence of the detective in the hall, near
the doorway, where he had i>auj>ed long enough to witnem
the parting lietween Scott and the attorney, and who now
paned quietly upntaini, remarking to hinuelf, "Whitney
ii pretty tharp, biic he'i more than got hii nwtrh there.

That young fellow in too deep for him or any of the rent

of 'em, end he'a likely to come out where they leant expect
to find him."

Half an hour later, Mr. Merrick, stepping from the
private library into the upper louthem hall, heard the

109



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

•ound of voices, which, from his familiarity with the rooms,

he knew must proceed from Mrs. Lc.Grange's parlor. He
cautiously descended the suira to the lowest landing, in

which was a deep window. The shutters were tightly

dosed, and, concealing hinuielf behind the heavy curtains,

he awaited developments. He was now directly opposite

the door of the parlor, and through the partially open

transom he could hear the imperious tones of Mre. la-

Grange and the soft, insinuating accents of Hobson. For

a while he was unable to distinguish a word, but the varia-

tions in Hobson's tones indicated that he was not seated,

but walking back and forth, while Mrs. laGrange's voice

betrayed intense excitement and gradually grew louder.

"You are not altogether invulnerable," Merrick heard

her say, angrily. " You were an accessory in that affair,

and you cannot deny it
?'

'

Hobson evidently had paused near the door, as his reply

was distinctly audible. " You have not an atom of proof,

as you well know ; and even if you had, our acquaintance,

my dear madam, has been too long and of too intimate a

nature for you to care to attempt any of your little tricks

with me. You play a deep game, my lady, but I hold the

witming hand yet."

" If you are dastardly enough to threaten me, I am not

such a coward as to fear you. I have played my cards

better than you know," she answered, defiantly.

"My dear lady," Hobson replied, and the door-knob

turned slightly under his hand, "those little speeches

sound very well, but we both underetand each other per-

fectly. You want my services in this case
;
you must have

them ; and I am willing to render them ; but it is useless

for you to dictate terms to me. I will undertake the case in

accordance with your wishes, but only upon the conditions

mentioned."
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to HlZf"'^,
*" '"""""""• *"" *" "id""/ »ati.fi«:toryto Hobson, for, a, he opened the door, there w« aS^umph on his face. He glanced .uspic l^aJuTthh^U and. on reaching the door, turned to Mn-'uG^'e

whohadaecon,pa„iedhin,,«,ing,inhi,smoothesttone..-
I shall be out aga,n m two or three days. Should ^ou-»h ,0 see me before tha, time, you can Telephone to myoffice or send me word.

"

h <= ra my

retum.^rV"'""^
""^ ^' ""' "'' <'«'»"•«. b"t a. she

Let me but once get my rights secured, and he will fi"dwhether I stand in fear of him i"

avoided the front part of the house and grounds takinginstead the gravelled walk leading through ttl
'^

Wds the 'akein.herearando:C2\ide%C;'
^he was hurrying along this n.ther ^lude^ l'„ n,
^ch other, Hobson mstantly conjectured that this must bethe secreury who had betmyed such familiarity ,^trth^»rr«pondence which had passed between hi'm^f a„dHugh Mamwanng, and that it might be to his own inte^ito form the acquaintance of the young „«„

^'
Qu.ck as thought he drew from his pocket a card and« suddenly in hi. mpid walk, Jd, with a p™V:und

" I beg pardon
;

I cannot be mistaken
; have I not thepleasure of addressing Mr. Scott ?•

"That is my name," replied the secretary, coldly
I beg you will accept this card; and allow me to-ggest that you may find it conducive to your i„t"r«^

"

z:z dTso"
'" "•"- -''' '^- -' ^^-^:

Scott gteed from the card to the speaker, regarding
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the Utter with doM »crutiny. " You «e«m very lolicitom

of the intereati of a stranger, as it is not to be presumed

that you have any ulterior nmtive in making this sug-

gestion."

Hobson appeared to ignore the sarcasm. "It is barely

possible," he continued, in his most ingratiating tones,

" that I may be in possession of fects which it would be to

your advantage to U.;m."

"In case you are, I suppose, of course, you would

impart them to me simply out of pure disinterestedness,

without a thought of pecuniary compensation?"

Hobson winced and glanced nervously about him. " 1

must hasten," he said ; " I caimot stop for explanations

;

but you will find me in my office at two o'clock to-morrow,

if you care to call. Meantime, my young friend, I am not

perhaps as mercenary as you think, and I may be able to

be of great assistance to you," and with a final bow, the

man hastily disappeared around a turn of the winding

walk.

Scott proceeded in the opposite direction in a deep

study. " Is it possible," he soliloquized, " that that crea-

ture is on my track and has any proposition to make to

me ? Or, is he afraid that 1 know his secret, and that 1

may deprive him of his hold upon the Mainwarings?

More likely it is the latter. A week ago I was looking

for that man, and would probably have endeavored to

make terms with him, though it would have involved an

immense amount of risk, for a cast-iron contract wouldn't

hold him, and his testimony would be worth little or

nothing, one way or the other." Scott glanced again at

the address on the card. " Not a very desirable locality !

It probably suits him and his business, though. I believe

I will give the scoundrel a call and see what I can draw

out of him."
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Dinner wis announced as Scott returned to the house,

and a number of circumstances combined to render the

meal far pleasanter and more social than any since the

death of the master of Fair Oaks. Mr. Merrick was

nowhere to be found, and the slight restraint imposed by
his presence was removed. Mrs. IjtGrange and her son

were also absent, preferring to take their meals privately in

.1 adjoining room which Hugh Mainwaring had often used

as a breakiast-room. The silence and frigidity which had

lately reigned at the table seemed to have given place to

almost universal sociability, though Ralph Mainwaring's

&ce still wore a sullen scowl.

As Mr. Whitney met the secretary, his sensitive fiice

flushed at the remembrance of their late interview, and he

watched the young man with evident curiosity. Scott was

conscious, however, of an incieased friendliness towards

himself on the part of most of the guests, but feeling that

it was likely to prove of short duration, he remained non-

committal and indifferent. As they left the table, Miss

Carleton rallied him on his appearance.

" Mr. Scott, you are a mystery !"

"Why so. Miss Carleton, if you please?" he asked,

quickly.

"Just now, when everybody's spirits are relaxing after

that horrible inquest, you look more serious and glum than

I have ever seen you. I threw myself into the breach this

afternoon to rescue you from the enemy's groimds, whither

you had been carried by the sensational statements of Mrs.

LaGrange and the coachman and chambermaid, and I have

not even seen you smile once since. Perhaps," she added,

archly, "you didn't care to be rescued by a woman, but

would have preferred to make your own way out."

"No," said Scott, smiling very brightly now; "I'll

not be so ungrateful as to say that, though I believe I am
113
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geneimlly able to fight my own baltica ; but I will confcH IWM wmewhrnt diappointed thii aftenuMn when you gave
your testimony."

How could that be?" >he inquired, greatly nirpriMd.
" Up to that time I had flattered myself that I had one

friend who had iaith in me, even though circumstances
conspired against me. I discovered, then, that it was no
confidence in me, but only a knowledge of some of the
acts, that kept her from turning against me li:.e the rest."

Scott spoke in serio-comic tones, and Miaa Carleton
looked keenly in his bee to see if he were jesting.
"No! you are mistaken, Mr. Scott," she said, slowly,

after a pause. " My confidence in you would have been
just as strong if I had known nothing of the (acts."
"Thank you; I am very glad to hear that," he an-

swered. Then added, gently, "Would it be strong
enough to stand a &j heavier strain than that, if it were
necessary?"

His tones were serious now, and she regarded him in-
quiringly for a moment before speaking; then seeing
young Mainwaring approaching with his sister and Miss
Thornton, she replied, in low tones,

" I have no idea to what you refer, Mr. Scott, and I
begin to think you are indeed a 'mystery;' but you can
be asnired of this much : I would never, under any circum-
cumstances, believe you capable of anything false or dis-
honorable."

Scott's eyes expressed his gratification at these words
and he would then have withdrawn, but neither Miss Carle-
ton nor young Mainwaring gave him an opportunity to do
so without seeming discourteous. Both drew him into con-
versation and found him exceedingly entertaining, though
reserved concerning himself. Isabel Mainwaring still held
herself aloof and took little , art in the conversation, but

"4
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to make amends for this Mias Thornton botowed lome of
her moat winning imiles upon the handwme young lecre-
ttry, iier large, infantile blue eyes regarding him with
wondering curionty.

After a plesuant evening, Scott excuacd himself and
retired to his room ; but an hour or two later there was a
knock at his door, and on opening it he saw young
Mainwaring in smoking-cap and -jacket.

" I say, Scott, won't you come out and have a smoke?
I've got some fine cigars, and it's too pretty a night to
•toy m one's room ; come out on my balcony and we'll
have a bit of a talk and smoke."

Scott readily consented, and the two xoung men pro-
ce'.ded to the balcony upon which Mainwaring's rcjm
cpen-.d, where the Utter had already placed two reclining
chairs and a small table containing a box of his favorite
Havanas.

For a few moments they puffed in silence, looking out
into the starlit night with its beauty of dim outline and
mysterious shadow. Mainwaring was the first to speak.
"I say, Scott, I'm awfully ashamed of the way that

some of us, my family in particuUr, have treated you
within the last day or two. It *as confoundedly shabby,
and I beg your pardon for my share in it, anyhow."

"Don't waste any regrets over ;hat matter," Scott an-
swered, indifferently ;

" I never gave it any thought, and
it is not worth mentioning."

" I do regret it, though, more than I can tell, and I

haven't any excuse for myself; only things did look so
deucedly queer there for a while, don't you know?"
" Well," said Scott, pleasantly, " we are not out of the

woods yet, and there is no telling what developments may
arise. Things might ' look queer' again, you know."
"Tha 'I right. I 'now a gentleman when I see him,

"5
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unlo. I happen to Iom my head, and that daera't occur
very often. Now if. different with the governor. He'«
got so confoundedly wrought up over that will, don't you
know, that he can't think of anythivg else, and there', no
reason in him."

"As I understand it," remarked Scott, "Mr. Main-
waring expects to win the property in any case, either for
you or for himself."

"Yes; and naturally you might think that the loss of
the will wouldn't amount to much, one way or the other

;

but It's like this: the governor and I are very different

;'

I know we've got plenty of ducats, and that's enough for
me, but not for him; he is ambitious. It has always
galled him that we were not in the direct line of descent
from the main branch of the Mainwarings; and it has been
•

IS one great ambition since the death of old Ralph Main-
waring, Hugh's father, a few years before I was bom, to
win into his own family the old Mainwaring estate He
had an idea that Hugh would never marry, and gave me
his name, hoping that I would be made his heir. Should
the governor succeed in this scheme of his, he will imme-
diately buy back the Mainwaring estate, although he knows
I don't care a tap for the whole thing, and we will then
have the honor, as he considers it, of perpetuating the
old family line. On the other hand, if the property goes
to the nearest heirs, it will be divided between him and
his younger brother. Uncle Harold has no more ambition
than I have, and though he is at present a bachelor, that is
no guarantee that he will remain one; and, anyhow it
isn't likely that there will be much of his share left when
he gets through with it. So you see how much importance
the governor attached to that will."

"I understand," said Scott, as his companion paused.
Then he added, musingly, "Your uncle's name seems to

lid
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be nther ununat .mong the M«nw«riogi; 1 do not reciUI
your having mentioned it before."

' "Wh,,, lUrold? On the contmor. i, i. ,hc gr«,
nwie in our ftmily, especially in the main line. I would
have been given that name if the governor had not been
looking out for Hugh Mainwaring'. money. There wai a
direct Ime of Harold, down to my great-grandfather He
gave the name to hi. elde>t »n, but he died, and the next
one, Ralph, Hugh', fiither, took up the line. (Juy, my
grandfiither, wa. theyounge.t."
"One would aliao.t have thought that Hugh Mainwaring

would have borne the name of Harold," commented Scott
Young Mainwaring m,oked for a moment in silence,

then »id, ,n lower tone.. "Old Uncle Ralph had a mbby that name."

"Indeed! Had Hugh Mainwaring a brotWr?" Scott
aiked in lutpriM.

"Yes, there wa. a brother, but he died a great many
year. ago. There i. quite a .tory connected with hi. name
but I don't know many of the particulars, for the governor
«ldom alludes to it. I know, however, that Harold wa.
the elder „n, but that Uncle Ralph disinherited him for
marrying against his wishes, and afterwards died of grief
over the affair, and soon after his father's death Harold wa.
-'»t at sea."

'
You say he married

; did he leave any children ?'

'

" No. I believe he had no children ; but even if he had
they would have been disinherited also. Uncle Ralph was
«vere; he would not even allow Harold's name to be
mentioned; and Hugh also must have turned against his
brother, for I have heard that he never .poke of him or
allowed any allusion to be made to him. '

'

"Well," said Scott, after a pause, "I believe Hugh
Mainwanng's life was 6r from happy. '

'

ii
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"You ire right there. I'll never fcijet the tait wonh he
ever ipoke to me u I took lave of him thai night. They
»ere to the effect that he hoped when I ihould have rmched
h» age, I would be able to look Uurk over « happier paM
than hi> had been. It ii my opinion, too. that that woman
wai the cauie of hi< unhappinm, and I believe the i» at
the bottom of all thii trouble."

Their converution had drifted to the myitery then wr-
lounding them, and for more than an hour they dwelt on
that wbject, advancing many lurmiici, wme itiangely im-
probable, but none of which Kemed to bring them any
nearer a aolution of the problem.

"My fint vi>it to thii country ha> proved an eventful
one, nid young Mainwaring, a>, at a late hour, they
finally wparated for the night, "«,d I don't know yet how
It may terminate; but there', one thing I thall look back
upon with plouupe, and that i. my meeting with you ; and
I hope that from thi. time on we will be friendi ; and that
thi. friendrfiip, begun to-night, will te renewed in old
England many a time.

"

"Are you not nther raih," Scott inquired, riowly,
"con«dering how little we know of each other, the cir-
cumstances under which we have met, and the uncertainty
of what the future may reveal ?'

'

" No
;
I'm peculiar. When I like a fellow, I like him

;

and I've been studying you pretty closely. I don't think
we need either of us be troubled abo>it the future ; but I'm
your friend, Scott, and, whatever happens. I'll stand by
you." '

"So be it, then, Hugh," repUed the secretary, clasping
the hand of the young Englishman and, for the lint time,
calhng him by name. " I thank you, and I hope you will
never go back on that."

lit



CHAPTER XI

HKIHHnHINi;

Om the following morning the gentlemen at Filr Oaks
were attir at an ununially early hour, and immediately after
brokCut held a brief conference. It wai decided to oAer
» h«vy reward for the apprehennon of the murderer of
Hugh Mainwaring, while a le»er rewaid wa« to be oAeied
for mformation leading to identification and arrest of the
guilty party. Preparations were alio to be made for the
fimeni, which would take place the next day. and which,
in accordance with the wishes of Ralph Mainwaring, was
to be strictly private.

Their conference at an end, Ralph Mainwaring ordered
the carriage to lak<i himself, Mr. Whitney, and the secretary
to the depot.

" I believe I will ride down with you," said Mr. Merrick.
''Certainly; plenty of room. Going to the city?"
"Yes: but not with you gentlemen. We will part

compaii/ at the depot and I will take another car."

" How are you getting on, Mr. Merrick?" inquired Mr.
Thorton.

"As well as am be expected, all things considered,"
was the non-committal reply.

"Going to be a slow case, I'm afraid," commented
Ralph Mainwaring, shaking his head in a doubtful way,
while Mr. Thornton added jokingly,

"We've got some mighty fine fellows over home there
at the Yard; if you should want any help, Mr. Merrick,
I'll cable for one of them."

119
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" ThMk you, ilr," wid the deleclivc, with (|ulet dignitr •

•• I don't .ntici|*te th.t I •h.ll mnt .ny uuiunce ; *nd If
I ihould, I will hardly need impoR it from Scotland Y.rd."

•' H.. h« I Th«t all depend., you know, on what your
man u. If the lucal happeni to have any Engliah blood
in him, it will take a Scotland Yard chap to run him
down."

"On the principle, I ,uppoi», of 'wt a rogue to catch
a rogue,' " Merrick replied, »milinK.
He had Karcely finiidied ipcaking when Hardy niddenly

entered the room.

"Beg pardon, air," he laid, addrewng Ralph Main-
w»nng; "but the coachman ii gone I We've looked
everywhere for him, but he'i nowhere about the place."

•' When did he go?" aiked Mr. Whitney, quickly.
"Nobody knowa, ,ir. Joe, the rtableboy, layi he

haan t been around at all this morning."
" Bring the boy here," aaid Mr. Mainwaring.
There waa imUntly recalled to every one prewnt the

memory of Brown'i inwient manner at the inquest to-
gether with his confined and Use statemenUi. m a few
moments Hardy returned with the sttble-boy, an unkempt
Ignorant lad of about fourteen, but with a lace old and
shrewd beyond his years.

"Ate you one of the servanfi here?" Mr. Mainwaring
inquired. *

" I works here, ef that's wot yer mean ; but I don't call
myself nobody's servant."

" Hov C: • happen that you were not at the inquest ?"
be demanded.

" Didn't got no invite," was the reply, accompanied by
a gnn, while Hardy expUined that the boy did not belong
to the pkKe, but had been hired by the coachman to come
nighU and mornings and attend to the stalile work.
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" Wh«t Ho you know about thii Brainif iaqulitd Mr.
Miinwaring, tddm*in( the boy.

Wil, I gucM he'a ben a-goin' it at a putty Urtly (ah

<'You mean he waa bat?"
" I giWM that') about the aiie ofit."
" When did you nee him la«?"
" Hain't Men nothin' of him wnce laa' nl«ht, an' then

he waa wner cn«ty an' didn't »y much. I lome down
thif morain' an' went to work,—he allu» left the itabte
key where I could get it.-but I hain't Men nor h«,rH
nothin o' him. Me'n him," with an emphatic nod
toward. Hardy, "went up to hi. room, but he wam'l
there, nor hadn't ben there all night."
" Why do you think he waa Gut ?"

"Wal, from all I've beam about him I gueaa he'a ben
go.n' w.th a kinder luird aet Utely. I've Men aome putty
tough-lookin' aubis hangin' 'round the aublca. There waa
a lot of 'em waitin' for him Wedocaday night."
"Wedneaday night!" ejaculated Mr. Whitney. "At

what time? and who were they?"
"I dunno who they waa, but they waa hangin' 'round

about eight o'clock waitin' for him to go with 'em. An'
then he'a had lota of money lately."

" How do you know thia?"

"I've beam him a-jinglin' it in his room; an' night
afore laa' I dim' up-stain and peeked in, an' he had a
whole pile of gold piece* 'bout that high," meaauring
with hia hand.; "but he Me me, an' he aaid he'd gimme
a whalin' ef he catched me at it agin."
"Did you watch him la'.t night?" ..ked Mr. Main-

waring.

" Vaa; he acted ao kinder queer that I waited 'round to
see what be waa gom' to do. After 'twaa atiU an' he

lai

:^l
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dwu(hl I'd ggnt, h« come doini m' •tartid off lomrdi
Uw lidc MKct. Jci' fcr fun I Mlcred him ; an' whm he
got lo ihc kke he Mapped end looked ell 'lound, « eflo
meke Hire there wim'i nobody to we him, »n' then he
takei lomethin', I couldn't lee what, out ftom under hit

coal an' chucka ti quick into the lake, an' then he uaned
on a run down towarda the itrcet."

"Couldn't you lee what he threw?"
" No, I couldn't ice what 'twaa ; Iwt it ilruck the water

wAil heavy."

" !• that all you know about the aflUr ?
"

"Yai, thafiall."

" Wait a moment," naid Mr. Meirick, aa the boy turned

f) leave the room. "Can you tell how many, or what
kind of looking men were with Brown on Wedneiday
night?'

" There waa three of 'em. One waa a big feller with

kinder iquint eyei, the other two waa ornery lorkin' '•Hen

;

one of 'em waa dark like a furriner, an' t'other «,ne had
nrter yeller hair."

" How long were they there?"

" About half 'n .lour, r guea. They wai all gene 'tote

nine o'clock."

" Did you hear anything that waa laid ?"

"I hcam 'em talkin' lomethin' about the boa."
"Mr. Mainwaring?"

" Yai. He'd made a kick about wmethin' or 'nuther

that afternoon, an' Brown he waa cuiiin' mad, an" then
when they went away I beam one of 'em lay lomethin'

about ' makin' a good job of it.'
"

"How waa thii, Hardy?" inquired Mr. Whitney.
" Had there been any wordi Wednoday between Mr.
Mainwaring and the coachman ?'

'

"Yea, lir; I had forgotten it; but now I remember that
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when he came lack thai tAcmoan, he found loine fcull

wllh the coKhman, and Brown wi* vt.y into4ent, and
then Mr. Mainwaring Ihraatened lo dnrharge him."

" 'hm my mmI I I >hould my hew wu nmcthinii wonh
leaking Into," aaid Mr. Thomtoa. m the hoy left the
room, arcompanied by Hardy.

" A great pity that we coiild not have had hi« tntimony
at the lnc|iicat," rommenlcd the attorney. "We might
then have comereil Brown ; twt I waa not aware that there
wia Mich a |iefiHm employed on the place."

Meanwhile, a (arriage ordered by telephone from the
Arlington had already arrived at Fair Oak*.

"Well," wid Ralph Mainwaring, "the carriage la

wailing. We had Iwtter proceed to the depot ; we can
talk of thii latcM development on our way."
"You will excuw me, gentlemen," laid Mr. Merrick,

quietly, " I have changed my mind, and will poMpone my
trip to the city."

"Slrui.li a new trail, eh?" i|uericd Ralph ','iinwaring,

with a peculiar exprewon, ai he pauMd to light a cigar.

"On the contrary, lir, only following up an old one,"
and, with a umewhat ambiguoui tmile, the detective with-
drew.

The coarhman'i Midden diaappearance, together with the
&cti learned from the tuble-boy, formed the lubject of
diacuwon for the next half-hour between Ralph Main-
waring and the attorney, Scott listening with a thoughtful

Skc, although taking little part in the converaation. Upon
their arrival at the officea of Mainwaring & Co. they were
given a cordial greeting by Mr. Elliott and Mr. Chittenden,
after which they paaaed on to the elegant private officu of
Hugh Mainwaring. Mr. Whitney was visibly aflected as

he entered the familiar rooms, and to each one was forcibly

recalled the memory of their meeting a few days befise.

"i
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A brief silence followed, and then in subdued tones they
began to discuss the business which had now brought them
thetc.

At about two o'clock that anemoon, Scott found himself
entering an ancient and dilapidated looking block in a
rather disreputable jart of the city. He had fulfilled his

appointment with Mr. Sutherland, and after an hour's
ronversation both gentlemen ap|wared very sanguine re-

garding the case under consideration. As Scott was taking
leave, he produced Hobson's card and related the particu-
lars of their incidental meeting at Fair Oaks, and Hobson's
urgent invitation to call upon him at his office.

Mr. Sutherland laughed. "About what I expected,"
he said. " It was evident from his remarks at the inquest
that some one—probably Mrs. LaGrange—had posted him
concerning you, and he is afraid you are onto his secret."
"I had questioned if it were that, or whether possibly

he might be onto mine.

"

"Not at all probable," said the attorney, after a mo-
ment's reflection. " If he really understood your position,
he would be far too cunning to allow you to get sight of
him. You have the scoundrel completely in your jjower.

'

'

"Yes, as much a.s he is in anybody's power; but it is

doubtful if any one can hold so slippery a rascal as he.
I believe I will give him a call, however."

"It would do no harm, taking care, of course, that you
give him no information.

'

'

"Oh, certainly," said Scott, with a smile, as he paused
for an instant in the doorway ;

" my object will be to get,
not give, information.

'

'

"His object will probably be the same, '

' was Mr. Suther-
land's parting shot, as he turned with a laugh to his desk.

Scott, having ascended a narrow, crooked stairway,
found himself in a long, dark hall, poorly ventilated, and
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whose filthy condi i waa o.ily i, - apparent even in the
dim light. Far ii tb; rear he .* a door bearing tlie

words, •' R. Hob6c:i .Mtomey." As he pushed open the
door, a boy of abcu i,^,v...L. n who, with a cigarette in
his mouth and his feet on a table, sat reading a novel,
instantly assumed the perpendicular and, wheeling about[
laced Scott with one of the most villainous countenances
the latter had ever seen. Something in Scott's appearance
seemed to surprise him, for he stared impudently without
speaking. After silently studying the (ace before him for
an instant, Scott inquired f .r Mr. Hobson.
"He is in, sir, but he is engaged at present with a

client," said the boy, in tones which closely resembled
Hobson's. " I will take in your card, sir."

The boy disappeared with the card into an adjoining
room, returning a moment later with the most obs&iuious
manners and the announcement that Mr. Hobson would be
at liberty in a few moments. Scott rightly judged that
this ceremony was merely enacted for effect, and contented
himself with looking about the .small, poorly furnished
room, while the office boy opposite regarded him with an
undisguised curiosity, which betrayed that this client—if
such he could be regarded—differed greatly from the usual
class. Young and untaught though he were, he had learned
to read the faces about him, and that of his employer was
to him as an open book, and the expression which flashed
into Hobson's eyes as they fell upon Scott's card indicated
plainly to the office boy that in this instance the usual
conditions were reversed, and the attorney stood in fear of
his visitor.

A few moments later the door of the next room opened
noiselessly and Hobson, attired in a red dressing-gown and
wearing his most ingratiating smile, silently beckoned Scott
to enter. With a quick glance the latter took in every

"5
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detail of the Kcond apartment. It was somewhat larger

than the firrt, but the furnishing was meagre and shabby in

the extreme, and, with the exception of a small set of

shelves containing a few dilapidated volumes, there were
no visible signs of an attorney's office.

Hobson did not speak until he had carefully closed the

door, then he said, in low tones,

—

"As our conveisation is likely to be of a confidential

nature, you would perhaps desire greater privacy than can
be secured here. Step this way."

He openeo the door into a room so dark and so thick

with stale tobacco smoke that at first Scott could discern

nothing clearly.

"My den I" said HolKon, with a magnificent flourish,

and Scott stepped within, feeling, he afterwards said, as

though he were being ushered by Mephistopheles into the

infernal regions, and tl.iS impression was not lessened by
the first objects which he was able to distinguish,—a pair

of skulls grinning at him through the smoky atmosphere.

As his eyes became accustomed to the dim light he
noted that the room was extremely small, with only one
window, which opened upon the blank wall of an adjoining

building, and with no furniture, save an enormous, high-top

desk and two chairs. One of the latter Hobson placed

near the window for his visitor, and then busied himself

for a moment at the desk in hastily concealing what to

Scott looked like some paraphernalia of the black arts.

Upon the top of the desk were the two skulls which had
first attracted Scott's attention, and which he now regarded

rather curiously. Hobson, following his glance, said, by
way of explanation,

—

"Rather peculiar ornaments, I dare say, you consider

those, Mr. Scott ; but I am greatly interested in phrenology

and devote much of my leisure time to its study. It is not

126
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only «nuMng, you know, but it i, of groit aniMuice in
reading uid understanding my fcllow-men, and enables me
to adapt myself to my clients, so to speak."

Having Mtisfectorily arranged his belongings, Hohton
locked the door, and, seating himself behind his desk
appeared ready for business.

"Well, my young friend," he began, "I rather ex-
pected you, for I flatter myself that I undersUnd enough
of human nature to know that there are very few who will
pass by an opportunity of learning something for the
advancement of their own interests or the betterment of
their own condition in life."

"That may be perfectly natural," Scott replied; "but
you flatter yourself altogether too much if you think that I
have come here with any expectation that you can advancemy interests or better my condition."
"Tlat remains to be seen. Much also depends upon

yourself for It .hat a young man of your calibrris
not without amb
Hobson paused, -garding his visitor with sharp scrutiny

but receiving no reply, continued, " I might add, that to a
young man with ambitious designs such as yours, I would
probably be able to render great assistance."

" I am not aware of any unusual ambition on my part
"

"Oh, no, nothing unusual. You simply had no intention
of remaining Hugh Mainwaring's secretary any longer than
was necessary. That was perfectly natural, perfectly laud-
able, my young friend, and I admire the shrewdness and
foresight with which you set about to accomplish your
designs. At the same time, I believe I am in a position to
give you just the information and advice you need in order
to insure your success.

'

'

Both men had the same object in view. Each wished to
ascertain what the other knew concerning himself Scott,

"7
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unable to determine whether Hobson had fpoken at random
or with an inkling of the (acta, answered, coldly,

—

" I do not know to what you refer, or on what grounds

you base the inference which you seem to have drawn."

"No? Then you will allow me to remark, Mr. Scott,

that 8-ich femiliarity as ycu with a portion of Hugh
Mainwaring's private correspondence, extending back over

a period of fifteen or more years, taking into consideration

the facts that you cannot be much more than twenty-five

yeara of age, and have only been about two yean in M-.

Mainwa.ing's employ, would indicate that you had sought

to acquaint yourself with some facts connected with ;ou-

employer's early life with the express purpose of using the

same to your own advantage."

"You must see the inconsistency of such a supposition,

when you consider that I have been in possession of these

facts for some time—it is unnecessary to state how long

—

and have made no use of them whatever. '

'

" Possibly," said Hobson, with emphasis, " your knowl-

edge of the facts may not have been definite enough to

warrant your use of them."

His voice and maimer unconsciously betrayed the im-

I)ortance which he attached to Scott's reply. The latter

detected this, and answered evasively,

—

"It is sufficiently definite for my own personal satis&c-

tion in any event."

Hobson shook his head. "It is useless to evade the

point. You had an object in looking up that correspond-

ence
; you intended to make a good thinf out of the facts

you got hold of; and, if your information is sufficiently

complete, you can make a good thing out of them
yet."

" If I have not attempted anything of that kind in the

past, would I be likely to try ;t at this late day?" Scott

•all
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«»ked, with the air of one who is open to «ny aviUable
suggestion.

Hobson at once assumed a confidential manner, and
moving a little nearer hi» visitor, replied, in a low tone,—'
" Ix»k here, Mr. Scott, that's just why I wanted to meet

you. You sec 1 know more about you than you think.
I've taken an imiLsual interest in you, too; ind, seeing the
little game you were playing, and knowing that I held the
trump card myself, I naturally would like to take a hand
and help you out at the same time. Now, the point is

just this, Mr. Scott
: What do you really know concerning

tne transaction referred to in that correspondence? I
suppose you are familiar with all the letteis that passed on
both sides?"

" Perfectly so.

"

"Certainly. But you will acknowledge, Mr. Scott, that
.hose lettere were expressed in very guarded terms, and,
with the exception of possibly one or two, gave no hint of
the nature of that transaction. Rememlwr," he -McdJ^
impressively, " I have an exact copy of the correspondence
on both sides, and no one could ever assume any statement
or admissions that were not there."

" I presumed that, of course," said Scott, calmly.
" Now, my young friend, let us get down to the actual

knowledge which you have of the (acts. You are, I

suppose, aware that tliere was a missing will involved' in
the case ?'

'

"I am; and that one or t»o of your letters purported
to show that the missing will was destroyed by Hugh
Mainwaring. '

'

" Did I make any such allegation?"

" Not directly
; but your allusions and references would

be clear to any one having a knowledge of the English
statutes."

r
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Holxon Btarted, and inquired quickly, "Are nu
familiar with English law?"
"I made mjmelf fiuniliar with your ciutions and refer-

ences in this case.
'

'

" I see
; you have indeed made a study of the case.

Well, Mr. Scott, permit me to say that 1 accused Hugh
Mainwaring of nothing which he had not previously con-
fessed to me himself. Have you any knowledge concerning
that will,—its terms or conditions, or the names of the
testator or beneficiaries?"

" There was nothing in the correspondence to give any
clue to those particulars. I could only gather that Hugh
Mainwaring had defrauded others and enriched himself by
destroying this will."

Hobson looked relieved. "Without doubt, he did;
but allow me to call your attention to one point, Mr.'
Scott. You see how little actual knowledge you have of
this aflair. There are others—Mrs. LaGrange, for instance,
and the mysterious individual whom she heard converring
with Mr. Mainwaring on the night of the murder,—all of
whom know as much or more than you ; and while this
meagre knowledge of the case might perhaps have been
sufficient to bring to bear upon Mainwaring himself, per-
sonally, it would have little or no weight with those with
whom we would now have to deal. You know nothing of
the terms of the will, or of the persons named as benefici-
aries, whom, consequently, Hugh Mainwaring defrauded.
You have no proof that he destroyed the will. In fact,
my dear young friend, you could prxxluce no proof that
such a document ever existed at all

!"

"Do I jnderstand you, then, that those 'Ateis, Mr.
Mainwaring's included, would not be regarded as proof?"
Scott asked, with well-feigned surprise.

"Not of themselves with these people; I know them
'*>
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too well • Hob«>n riiook hi, h««J decidedly, .hen con-..nued, ,„ oscular tone,. " Re„.ember. I «n oX.JL^Lof your cha ... w,.h ,hem. M^nwaring'. iLTt^cvery guarded mine ,carcely le», «>. .,^%y would Lve

W,ll„n, rhomton. They n.igh. even charge you withforg^gth, whole thing. The ,K.int i, juf. .^ MrScott: n order to be able t. get anything from the*
part-e, you mu,t have complete dau, aI«olute plf rfevery ««„„,, ,,„ .„ ,„ ^^ , ^^^ ^^^ PJ^f of

proofii are m the po™e«ion of no one but my«lf So youKe I an, the only one who can a»i,t you in thi, matter '•

in ' mer
"""P*™""" *<"''^ ^O" den»nd for 'a»ii,t-

" We will not put it tliat way, Mr. Scott," Hotaon

the
'^ smaJll malignant eye, gleaming with delYghfa:

prejudiced against me
; I might not be able to work them« succe^fullya, I could wiij,, but you and I could worT

together very smoothly. I could remain invisible, itwere «,d give you the benefit of the information I posses,and of my experience and advice, and you could thensT
ce»fuly manipulate the wires which would bring in the ducat,for both of .«. What do you say, my young «end?"Do you think that either Ralph Mainwaring or Mr^oniton would «re enough for any secrets you might ^able to disclose to pay you hush money ?•

'

"lobject to the term of -hush money.' I am merely^.ng to get what was due me from Hugh Mainw^ng

t^^ZTT '" "" "" ""^'^ "- ^«' "o^-i

r„ .K T .'/
""^ "*"™ '° ^"K'^-xJ "^^ «' -P in styleon Ae old Mainwaring estate. TTiey would 1^ r.l„Knative about the tmily reputation then.

'
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" Where «re the benefkiariei of Ihit will that wm
de»troyed?" Scott Hiddenly inquired.

Hofawn !..pked ihirply at him. ' Dead, long ago.

Why do you a>k ?'

'

" I wan thinking that if they or their hein were living,

it would l)e better to go to them with thi» information.

They would probably pay a good price for it."

"You're right, they would," Hobnn replied, ap-
provingly; "but they are all dead."

•• Were there no helm left ?"

" None whatever, more'a the pity I However, I've got
a good hold on theK English chapii and will make them
hand over the aovereigiu yet.

'

'

The contempt which Scott had hitherto concealed an

Hobson unfolded hia plana was now plainly visible on hit

6ux aa he roae from hia chair.

" Don't hasten, my young friend," said Hobaon, eagerly.

"Sit down, sit down ; we have not laid our plans yet."

"No, nor will we," was the reply. " If you think to

make a cat's-paw of me in any of your dirty, contemptible
pieces of work, you are mistaken. If you think that I

came here with any intention of listening for one moment
to any of your vile propositions, you are mistaken. I

came here simply to satisfy myself on one point. My
errand is accomplished, and I will remain no longer.

'

'

Hofason had sprung to his feet and now faced Scott,

barring the way to the door, while fear, anger, defiance,

and hate passed in rapid succession across his evil counte-

nance, making his appearance more demon-like than ever.

"You lie!" he exclaimed, in a hoarse whisper. "1
have not given you one word of information I"

"No," Scott interrupted, "you have given me no
information, and you could give me none, for the reason

that I know more concerning this whole afiair than you do.

'3'
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While the l.„er ™ ^j! * """P "•»" ">« "«"•

vnlv.r —J 1. .

'eceivea, !>cott picked up the re-vol«, „d. h.v.„g examined it, dipped i. i„.o hi? pl\eT

Vic':.' ''lI'lThlte^'^r•" •—> Of our in..." ™«y DC needed u evidence later "

bu. not d...;«rg:;:^re;pUo7
"""""" " -^ '^«'

"Who m the devil are you, «,y».y?.. he growled

;
Th«« -noneof juur bu.ine« wJever - &r„n.i«.

no comment."
"^

'

""""^ "° ''"«"°»« ""d "»king

«ii7;i'rg"hif hot" "' r^" •^""p""'' "<• ^°«.

-../iltrHth-^^^Ste'^^el-

«Sd .:,H ° '" «°' "° '°''l on me by anything r»
^« .:„^^'.Th'""'^"^'

'^''™" b-niTeifhir."SCO" looked .. him .„ instant wirt «Ient contemm.
'31
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"You cowmnlljr Koundrel I all I have to wy lo you at

pracnt ii, be ctrelul how jrou Intrrferc wish me I I'm

only wrry I loiled my hantb with you, but I'll do it igain

if neceaary ; end the next time you will bre wotie I" and,

opening the door, he \Mmed quirkly through the outer

room, conKioui of the amaied aure of the office boy, who
had overheard hii laiit wordi. Hobaon did not atteni|il to

follow him, but pated up and down hit room, trembling

with fear and nge combined, and vainly atriving to imagine

who hii viaitor might be. At laat he aat down to hta deak

and began to write mpidly, muttering to himaelf,—
" I half believe—only that he'a loo young—that he ia

aome hui . : over here trying to acent out the whole thing.

But," h- i..ded, with an oath, "whoever he ia, if hi

cnxMK my track he'll be likely to follow Hugh Mainwaring

before long, that's alll"



CHAPTER XII

On the morning tollowinK Scoti'i inlerview wiih Hob-
»n^ he .«roke « ,„ e.rly hour, vaguely con«iou. of wme
dirturblng InfluenLe. though unahle to Irll whit h«l
«w«kened him. He Uy for moment reclling the evenu
of the preceding d.y, then suddenly remembered th*l thi.
«• the diy (l,ed for the funeml of Hugh Mairwaring.
None of the lerv^u were utir .bout the hou«, but Scottwon bectme conK^iou. of the Kund of .teUtl.y movement,
and .ubdued voice, coming through the open window, .nd
n«ng, he looked out. At fir.t he could Me nothing un-
>»ual. It wu ju.t Kinri«, ,nd the river, at a little dUtance
himmering in the golden light, held him entranced by it.
-eauty. Then a .light rustling in the riirubbery near the
Uke attrw:ted hi. attention. The golden OaOs of nmlight
had not yet reached that .mall body of water, and it Uy
•mooth and unbroken a. the wrfiice of a mirror, k> dear
at that hour that one could ea.ily look into it. depth..
Suddenly, light boat rtot out fnjm the .ide nearest the
grove, breaking the smooth suriace into a thouswd ripnlinn
w.ve. of light. In the boat were two men, one of when
Scott in.t.ntly recognized a. the detective ; the other who
was rowing and h^l his back toward, the house, seemed to
be . stranger. Some one concealed in the shrubbery
called to the boatmen, wh-reupon they rowed aero, in
that direction, .topping a few yards from shore. Here
thcj- rested a few moments till the surface was uain
nooth, when, both men having carefully peered intTthe

• H
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dtfOu of the liitic hkc, the dttniivc proceeded to let
down * dnt into the water.

•By C.twgel" iicolt cjuuiatcd, "Ihe >ly old fox i>

improving the 0|>portunily, while every one l> bleep, lo
dr»g the bke in H*rch of whatever the couhnuut thre» m
there. All right, my dear Mr, go theni ! But I'm iwrm.-
what intemted in ihii affair mywlf, and I don't intend
that you ihall monopoliie all the latt> in the ca»e."

Keeping an eye on the lioat, he dromed <|iiickly and,
letting himwir out at the front entrance, he ha>tcn«l down
the walk through the grove lo the edge of the bke, keeping
hinuelf con.ealed among the ircen. The boat ww mov ing
•lowly liack and forth, and wan now in jwch a poMlion that
Scott could lee the £ice of the man rowing, who proved to
be, aa he had thought, a attanger On the other aide,
«eated under the flowering >hrubii and treat bordering die
lake, waa Joe, the lUblc boy, watrhing prociTdingi with
intenae intereu. With a unile, the young iccreury fol

lowed hii eumple, aeating hinwelf at the foot of an
ancient elm whoK btanchea drooped neariy to the groumi

"All right, Mr. Detective!" he laid, "I can itay m
long at you. If you bit to make a nucce* of your work
thi» morning no one will be the wiwr, but in cane you find
anything I propoK lo know aomeihing aliout it myielf."
The sun wai now ihining brightly, Iwit the hour was yet

lo early that there waa little danger of any one ebie appear-
ing on the acene, eapecially as it waa Sunday morning.

For neariy an hour Mr. Merrick and hia companion
rowed riowly back and forth in constantly widening circlea.
meeting with no aucceaa and saying little. Suddenly,
while Scott was watching the (ace of the atiangcr, wonder-
ing who he might be, he hearH a low exclamation and aaw
that the drag had fiulened itailf upon lome object at the
bottom of the lake. He watrhrd eagerly m ihcy drew ii

•|j6
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THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

"You've been fishing, 1 see," said Scott, pleuanay.
" How did you nuke out ?"

"Well, I've made this find which you see here," an-

swered Mr. Merrick, as the boat headed for shore. "I
don't know yet what it is, but it has not lain long in the

water, and it may be worth looking into.

"

Scott made no reply until the detective had sprung
ashore

; then, as the latter proceeded to examine the box,

leaving his companion to Uke care of the boat and drag,

he said, in a low tone,

—

"That is likely to prove an important discovery, Mr.
Merrick.

'

'

" You are fiuniliar with it then?" queried the latter.

" I have seen it in Mr. Mainwaring's safe. That wai
the box in which he kept the old jewels that were stolen

on the night of the murder."

Mr. Merrick whistled softly and studied the box anew.
" Well, there are no jewels in it now, but we will open it.

There is no one up yet to let us into the house, so suppose
we go to the stables ; we'll be safe there from intrusion."

They proceeded to the stables, and, arriving there, Scott

was puzzled to see Merrick's companion at work and evi-

dently perfectly at home.

"We are going to use your room a while, Matthews,"
said Merrick, carelessly. Then, noting the surprise on
Scott's &ce, he added, "This is Matthews, the new coach-
man, Mr. Scott. I thought you knew of his coming."
"At your service, sir," said Matthews, respectfully

lifting his cap in response to Scott's greeting, while the

latter inquired, as he and the detective passed up-staiis

together,

—

'

' When did he come ?'

'

"Yesterday afternoon. He applied for the position,

and, as he happened to be an acquaintance of mine, Mr.
138
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THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

and, ao long u he choM to remain ailent, Scott refrained
from questioning him.

At length he clewed the box, saying, indifferently,
" Well, I don't know aa there is any reason why I should
detain you any longer, Mr. Scott. We have satisfied
ourselves as to the contents of the box, and you have
identified the articles. For the present, however, I would
prefer that you say nothing of this."

" Certainly, Mr. Merrick. The discovery, whatever its

import, is your secret, and I shall make no mention of it

whatever."

"I don't know that it is of any special importance,"
said the detective, carelessly, as they prepared to descend
the stairs; "but it only confirms the opinion the: I have
had all along."

" Don't you think that this tends to show that the
murder and robbery were connected, notwithstanding Mr.
Whitney's theories to the contrary?" Scott inquired, as
they were about to separate.

"Possibly," replied the other, gravely. Then added,
with a smile, "Mr. Whitney has his own preconceived
ideas of the case and tries to adapt the circumstances to
suit them, when, in reality, one must first ascertain what-
ever (acts are available and adjust his theories accordingly. '

'

They parted company at the door of the stables, but
Scott had not reached the house when the detective, with
a peculiar smile, returned to the room up-staiis, and once
more opening the box, drew forth from underneath the
satin linings a folded paper, yellow with age and covered
with closely written Unes, which he lead with great interest,
after which he remained absorbed in thought until aroused
by the entrance of his friend, the coachman.

Several hours Uter Scott stood alone beside the casket
of the murdered man. The head had been turned slighUy
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THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

lovelca life and out of the grot love I bear that &ther in

hit iar-awajr ocean giave,—in his name and in my own,

—

1 forgive you, hif brother, even that wrong I"

As Scott left the room, he pased Mr. Whitney in the

hall, who, seeing in his lace traces of recent emotion,

looked after him with great surprise.

" That young man is a mystery !" he soliloquized. " A
mystery I I confess I cannot understand him.

"

A little later the master of Fair Oaks passed for the last

time down the winding, oak-lined avenue, followed by the

guests of the place and by a small concourse of fr :nds,

whose sorrow, though unexpressed by outvrard signs of

mourning, was, in reality, the more sincere.

Mis. LaGnuige, who, as housekeeper, had remained at

Fair Oaks, seemed, as the last carriage disappeared from

view, to be on the verge of collapse from nervous prostra-

tion. No one knew the mental excitement or the terrible

nervous strain which she had undergone during those last

few days. Many at the funeral had noted her extreme

pallor, but no one dreamed of the tremendous will power

by which she had maintained her customary haughty bear-

ing. When all had gene, she rose and attempted to go to

her room, but in the hall she staggered helplessly and, with

a low moan, sank unconscious to the floor. The screams of

the chambermaid, who had seen her fall, summoned to her

assistance the other servants, who carried her to her room,

where she slowly regained consciousness, opening her eyes

with an expression of terror, then closing them again with

a shudder. Suddenly she seemed to recall her surroundings

;

with a great effort she rallied and dismissed the servants,

with the exception of the chambermaid, saying, "It was

nothing, only a little faintness caused by the heat. The

room was insufferably close. Say nothing of this to the

others when they return.
'

'
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"Oh, my intcretts be hinged I" he excUimed, petu-

lantly. " I don't Ke that you've accompliahed much for

my inlereats with all your Khcming. A week ago I could

hold up my Sead with any of the fellowi. I wa» tuppoaed

to be a relative of Hugh Mainwaring's, with good pruapects,

and that I would come in for a good round nun whenever
the old fellow made his wilt,—^juit as I did. Now that's

gone, and everything'! gone; I haven't even a name
left I"

" Walter LaGiange, what do you mean ? Do you dare

insinuate to your own mother "

"Why don't you call me Walter Mainwaring?" he
sneered. "As to insinuations, ! have to hear plenty of

'em. Last night I was black-balled at one of the clubs

where my name had been presented for membenhip, and a
lot of the fellows have cut me dead.

'

'

"Walter, listen to me. You are Hugh Mainwaring's

son and I was his wife. I will yet compel people to

recognize us as such ; but you must "

"Tell me one thing," he demanded, interrupting her.

" If I was Hugh Mainwaring's son, why have I not borne

his name? Why did he not recognize me as such? I'll

claim no man for my lather who wiuld not acknowledge
me as his son.

'

'

Then, before she could reply, he added, " If you were

the wife of Hugh Mainwaring, what was the meaning of

your proposal of marriage to him less than three months
ago?"

She grew deathly pale; but he, seeming to enjoy the

situation, repeated, sneeringly, "Less than three months

ago, the night on which he gave you the necklace which

you commissioned me to sell the other day t You urged

your suit with a vengeance, too, I remember, for you
threatened to ruin him if he did not come to your terms.
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wonwD. " Mjr no—the only living being of my flcrii and

blood—even he hai turned (gairat met" Too proud to

recall him, however, ihc tank exhauited upon a couch,

and, burying her bee in her handi, wept bitterly for the

Ant and only time in her remembrance.

Meanwhile, the gueiti of Fair Oaki, having returned

from the fi">etal, had anembled in the large libraiy below,

and were engaged in animated diKuaion regarding the

diiposition to be made of the property. Ralph Main-

waring and Mr. Thornton, with pencili and paper, were

computing itodu and bonds, and estimating how much of

« margin would be left after the purchase of the old Main-

waring estate, which they had heard could be bought at

a comparatively low figure, the present owner being ». le-

what embarrassed financially ; while Mrs. Mainwaring wu
making a careful inventory of the fiimiture, paintings, and

bric-4-bnc at Fair Oaks, with a view of ascertaining

whether there were any articles which she would care to

retain for their future home.

Mr. Whitney, who, as a Hchelor and an intimate friend

of Hugh Mainwaring's, as well as his legal adviser, had

perhaps more than any one else enjoyed the hospitality of

his beautiful suburban home, found the conversation ex-

tremely distasteful, and, having furnished whatever inform-

ation was desired, excused himself and left the room. As

he sauntered out upon the broad veranda, he was surprised

to see Miss Carleton, who had made her escape through

one of the long windows, and who looked decidedly bored.

"It's perfectly beastly I Don't you think so?" she

exclaimed, looking frankly into his (ace, as if sure of

sympathy.

She had so nearly expressed his own feelings that he

flushed slightly, as he replied, with a smile, " It looks rather

peculiar to an outsider, but I suppose it is only natural."
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Urn anricious Ihu the rnt of Uwm, u he acriflccd •
fortune for love. It wu (|uite * little romance, you know.
He and hii brother Hugh were both in love wl'.i the tame
lady. 'rh< father did not approve, and gave hia aou their

choice between love without a fortune or a fortune without
love. Hugh Mainwaring chow th- latter, Imt Harold,
the elder, waa tnie to hii lady, and waa coniiei|uenlly

diiinheriied."

"Poor Hugh Mainwaring!" commented the attorney;
" he made hia choice for life of a fortune without love,

and a aad life it waa, too I"

Mia Carleton glanced up with quick aympathy. " Vea, it

Itemed to me hia life muat have been rather lonely and aad.

"

There waa a pauae, and ahe added, " And did he never
apeak to you, hia intimate friend, of hia brother?"

"Never."

" Strange I Perhapa he waa like the otheta, after all,

and thought of nothing but money."
" No, 1 cannot believe that of Hugh Mainwaring -he

attorney replied, loyally; then added, "What beer of
the brother, Miaa Carleton ?"

"He was lost at aea. He had started for Africa, to
make a fortune for himarlf, but the boat waa wrecked in a
atorm and every one on board waa lost.

'

'

"And hia lamily, what of them?" queried the attorney.

"He had no children, and no on: ever knew what
became of hia wife. Ti.e Mainwaringa are a very prosaic
fiunily

; that is the only bit of romance ii their history

;

but I alway njoyed that, except that it rnded so sadly,
and I alwaya admired Harold Mainwaring,. I would like
to meet auch a man aa he."
" Why, I should say there waa a romance in progrea at

present in the Mainwaring family," aaid Mr. Whitney,
miljng
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Tht atloniey looked up in wrprn*. '• Why, no, Mia
Cvlctoo, I would Bot ihink racmb'^nc* poalble. Mr.
ScoM ii much duicT uid hl« Cniuie. an illonhcr dif-
Brvnt.'*

"Oh, I did not n'M u) uijr roembUnce of foiiuK or
conpleiioa, but hia n»mi.r. and aomclima hit capnaion,
Mrika me aa verjr rimilar. I mppan bccaiw he waa
aancialcd with him ao much, yoa know."

Mr. Whilnejf'« eyca aiain iranderad to the face of the
*i .vtary. He Uarted involuntarily. " By (ieorge I" he
^«MUted, mentally, " Hugh Maiming, aa wre aa I

live I Not a feature like him, but the aune eaproaion.
What doci it mean ? Can it be amply from awKialion ?"

In a Mate of great bewilderment he endeavored atill to
entertain Mia Carleton, though it ia to be feared ihe found
him rather abaentminded. He waa poMing out of the
dining-room in a brown atudy when tome one touched
hia arm. He turned and uw Merrick.

" Wh.™ you are at liberty, come out to the grove," the
latter laiil, briefly, and waa gone betore the attorney could
more than bow in reply.
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" Anxioia to secure the property according to the temu
of that will, I suppose."

" Anxious ! He is perfectly insane on the subject ; he

can't talk of anything else, and he'll move heaven and
earth to accomplish it, too, if necessary.

"

" Don't anticipate any difficulty, do you ?"

"None whatever, unless from that woman; there's no
knowing to what she may resort. It will only be necessary

to prove that the will, if not in existence at the death of

the testator, was fraudulently destroyed prior theteto, and
I think we have a pretty clear case. By George, Merrick

! '

'

suddenly exclaimed the attorney in a different tone, as he

paused on the way to the stables. " I hadn't thought of it

before, but there's one thing ought to be done ; we should

have this lake dragged at once."

Merrick raised his eyebrows in mute inquiry.

" To find whatever Brown threw in there, you know ; it

might iiimish us with an almighty important clue."

"H'm! might be a good idea," Merrick remarked,

thoughtfiilly.

" Of course it would I I tell you, Merrick, I was cut out

for a detective myself, and I'm pretty good foran amateur,

now."
" Haven't a doubt of it," was the quiet response, and

the pair resumed their walk. Both were soon comfortably

seated in the coachman's room, their chairs tilted at just

the right angle before a large double window, facing the

sunset. Both smoked in silence for a few moments, each

waiting for the other to speak.

"Well, my friend, what do you know?" inquired the

detective, while he watched the delicate spirals of blue

smoke as they diffused themselves in the golden haze of the

ionlight.

'
' Just what I was about to ask you,

'

' said his companion.
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deith wu planned and ready to be carried into execution
in the event of his refusing to comply with that woman's
demands made by herself, personally, and later, through
Hobson. We know, from the darkey's testimony, that
Hobson and his companion appeared in the doorway to-

gether; that the man suddenly vanished—probably con-
cealing himself in the shrubbery—as Hobson went back
into the house ; that a few moments later, the latter reap-
peared with Mis. LaGiange ; and the darkey tells me that
he, supposing all was right, slunk away in the bushes and
left them standing there. We know that the valet, going
up stairs a while after, foiind Mrs, LaGrange in the private
library, and at the same time detected the smell of burning
paper. You found the burnt fragments of the will in the
giate in the tower-room.

" Now, to my mind, it is perfectly clear that Mrs. La-
Grange and Hobson proceeded together to the library and
tower-room, where they first destroyed the will, and where
she secreted him to await the result of her interview with
Mainwaring, at the same time providing him with the
private keys by which he could effect his escape, and with
Hugh Mainwaring's own revolver with which the terrible

deed was done. Later, finding that Mainwaring would not
accede to her demands, I believe she left that room know-
ing to a certainty what his iate would be in case Hobson
could not succeed in making terms with him, and I believe
her object in coming down the corridor afterwards was
simply to ascertain that her plans were being carried into
e-xecution. Now there is my theory of this whole affair

;

what do you think of it ?"

"Very ingeniously put together! What about the
jewels ? Do you think Hobson took them ?"

"No. I think Mrs. LaGrange got possession of them
in some way. She has no means of her own to hire that
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•""""drel, jret the darkev ht^ i,-,
•nUJy, «.d you «e her v^l^

'"^"^ •» Whim lib-

prepared to Ky how or when .h
"""""'"Ig" I'm not

*^;^/ het^d h^;oTZtL^^ ""' ""• --"^
h« immedUtely changed IhrL I

'^ *^ '" "P*" "• «»<1

h.d discovered .he n^comh.?""?™- '^h^"" »he

•»« "He i, a deep woJT^ ^^tlTylT •""•"• " "^

'

omplishing her designs
'• ^ *""™ »«/ ofoc-

«.~^Ty;:t^^""• «"» •<• *»« no pUce i„ .hi.

y-'erday, bu. I am n^^'j""' f
''

'""f"'
disapp,.^,,

S-d'd .n the iigh. of:t:X^r ttl" "r*"
^^ "-

very probable that Mis U.c^^u ^^- ^ «Wnk it

the murder to assist her^^*^'^ ""P'"^"^ '>'» ""ce
Crime, and .hatTthyV uZj^'^l""'"- "^ '"«

«a«*of whatmaybehidd«r.r^ t^^'^'^' '"

own sto^r, he was i. he cih- th!^ ' • u
' '^«"d">g to hi,

after the murder was com„„;;L^' "* ' "'" """^ «""

auspicious looking cha4T.e^^" "*"' *'* " ""P'^ °f
;; By George

1 when did you learn that?"

inquest" "
*'" ^"'""' «=- his testimony a. the

^'S:Z'J^ ''' ' ""' ""^ " '-e mscal give you
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dinata hu his eye on him day and night. At last reports,
he and Brown were occupying the same room in a third-
class lodging house ; I'll wager they're having a game of
cards together this evening.

"

" Well, well
! you have stolen a march on us. But, if I

may ask, why don't you bag your game?"
" I am using him as a decoy for larger game. Whatever

Brown is mixed up in, he is only a tool in the hands of
older and shrewder rascals.

"

Before the attorney could aay anything further, Merrick
rose abruptly suit stepped to a table near by, returning with
a package.

"What do you think of that?" he asked, removing the
wrappings and holding up the rusty) metallic box.

"Great heavens I " ejaculated Mr. Whitney, springing
forward excitedly. "Why, man alive, you don't mean to
say that you have found the jewels

!"

"No such good fortune as that yet," the detective
answered quieUy, "only the empty casket;" and having
opened the box, he handed it to the attorney.

" Where did you find this?" the latter inquired.

"Fished it out of the lake."

" Ah-h ! I should like to know when. '

'

" While you were snoring this morning."
" Great Scott

! They'll catch a weasel asleep when they
find you napping

! But, by George ! this rather confirms
my theory about that woman getting possession of the jewels
and hiring Brown to help her, doesn't it?"

Without replying, Merrick handed over the revolver
which had been brought to light that morning.
"Where did you get this rusty thing? Was it in the

lake, also?"

The detective nodded affirmatively, and Mr. Whitney ex-
amined the weapon in some perplexity.
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.11 T _

•Veil, I must uv •* fc* «

•"u done wi,h Hugh Main^JT . ^^ ™« ""^''ng

" you .re doub.1J^^ i, .% 7'°.'''""'°"' " ™».
brc, while thai • ^^ ? ^"'"'"«" Weaon, 3,cli!

morning of the murder X',^°" ' T'""' " ^»- O" «1»
I found .he bullett^^^uZC *V°™"" ""^ ^o™-
«d from that hour to this IZ v

'*'"' •""""""""y.
'-pected, that this d^rty^.^,"";"'"' *'»"-fo- I hJ5
«^ng's played no part ,„VLr'^"„°' ^ ^'>-
you can .ee for youzSlf. •

'

""'"« ""^ '» '"e bullet,

conclusively that i, could n^eVK ? "•"'*"''
"""""K

*e ibmiliar aa-calibr^^^Z '^'' """"^ ««-
"Well, I'll be blesserfif T

'

*at revolver of MSIi^dTT '" ""' *"='-'
anyway I"

^^"« ' ^^ '" dj fith the affair,

sMZ^rLrtr^etcj- °"- "^^ ^-
-'

arranged plan, on the parttf ^ IT"^'"
""'"""^'^

fair an appeamncc of^utd LTT"' '" «*™ *«
dered man convinced me tha, ,h

*^'' "' ">= """-
produced by the weapon lyS,!:"""'

"""" "^™' •^°
'ootheB, and when I leftTif,f

'"'"• ^'"' '^l"" '«!
'he inquest, I k„e, tL Hulh J"""

"'" ^°"' '" »««"d
-•'h a 38-calibre relate" f„ hflT'"*'^ "«=" '"ot
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(nmnged in the tower-room u to give the appearance of hii

having deliberately ihot hiinieir betide his dak and with hi*

own revolver."
'

' By George I I believe you' re right,
'

' aaid the attorney

;

" and I recall now your lUtement that day, that the ihoot-

ing had occurred in the library; I wondered then what

leaaon you had for such an opinion."

" A tmall itain on the library carpet and the bullet told

me that much. Another thing, which at fint puzzled roe,

wa* the marked absence of blood-stains. Thete was a
•mall pool of blood underneath the head, a slight stain on

the carpet in the adjoining room, but none on the clothing

or elsewhere. The solution to this I found on fiirther in-

vestigation. The wound had b^een firmly and skilfully

bandaged by an expert hand, the imprint of the bandage

being plainly visible in the hair on the temples. Here is the

proof that I was correct," and Merrick held up to the at-

torney's astonished view the stained and knotted handker-

chief. "This, with the private keys belonging to Mr.

Mainwaring's library, was in that box at the bottom of the

lake. Do you consider Mrs. LaGrange or Hobson capable

of planning and carrying out an aflair so adroitly as

that?"

"You've got me floored," the attorney answered, gaz-

ing at the proofs before him. " Hobson I know nothing

about ; but that woman I believe could scheme to beat the

very devil him.<elf ; and yet, Merrick, when you think of it,

it must have taken time—considerable time—to plan a

thing like that."

" Or else," Merrick suggested, " it was the performance

of an expert criminal ; no bungling, no work of a green

hand."

Mr. Whitney started slightly, but the detective continued.

" Another point : Hobson, as you say, was the one man
58
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tera» imply .h,. he w^^dL •*
""' •"• "" "' •"^h

Merrick -nilT^I. v-jJ^J^'T
*;""««"' 8l"«.-

opinion that I. Henrv C.m„k .
""^'"'*^ •" *«

noon, i, i^eiiil'Z^e^^i-'';^^^-;''' <^'-

«»>P«.ied Hob«,„ in ,h, evening?.
' ^"" *'"' ""

^^rfhitJUn^-^L'-r""- -'<"•
- positive, both in h7,^™„7.'r 'I' r"

"' ^'"'^
;on.™.tion .ith „, that the/^ ^'eZV^
Cam.the„ acted fearl^^^.^0 '7 ""' ""^'^ "^'*«-

"hile. if you will «o?.o ^^ u ,
™P'" °""=«^"'

i

"ho tried to SeTd.^nnt °V''
°'"' ""' '"•"'«^

«en hi, face He all
'^ " °^ ^'"'"' "« "^ J-d

much conc^ed" p:^^: ^T™'""' " ^' -^^ound, a,

'n that event. 'nZTZi^:'^:^!^- '^
""* a skilful hand the nl»nL > ^ ^ ""^'"8 <»"

wo^tnand HolTn - ^^ "''*'''' ""^K-J by '-uat

and M^UGrang^lC'Cn ';r
"" ""' ""' «°'»°»

•nd for a much Ion~r^L ,k
""^ """^'^'y a«x=ia'«ilonger time th^n j-o« su^ct." and Mer.
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rick repnted what he had overheard of the interview in

Mn. LaGrange'i parlor, juit after the cloae of the inqucM.

Mr. Whitney liitened with deep intere»t. " Well, well I

And you heard her accme him of being an acceaory?

Of counc ihe referred to the murder. By Ueorge I I

hould have wanted them arretted on the ipot I"

After a ilight pause, he continued. "There'i one thing,

Merrick, in the conduct of Camithen which I don't

undentand. Why, after telling the lecretary that he

would remain at the Arlington for the next two or three

dayi, ihould he return to the city the next morning on

the 3.10 train?"

" He Memi to have been an impulfive man, who acted

on the ipur of the moment," Merrick answered; "but

the strangest part of that a, that he did not return to the

city at all. He bought a ticket for New York, but the

conductor informs me there was no such man on board

;

while the north-bound train, which pulls out about five

minutes later, had a passenger answering exactly to his

description. The conductor on the latter train also in-

formed me that, just as they were pulling out of the

station, a man, tall and dark, rather good looking, he

should judge, though he could not see his bee, and

wearing a long, light oveicoat, sprang aboard, decidedly

winded, as though from running, and immediately steered

for the darkest comer of th: smoking-car, where he sat

with his hat well drawn down over his ftce."

" Carroll again, by George !" exclaimed the attor-

" Here is a problem for you to solve," Merrici v

tinued pointing to the revolver and box lying sids. ly

tide. "You think Brown threw those in the lake. Who
was the man that Brown saw standing beside the lake just

before three o'clock in the morning, and what was he

doing? He was tall and dark, and wore a long coat or
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<*««. W„ ,h.t Qmoll or Crruih.™? Did he threw
•nything into the take? And if », what?"

Mr. Whitney gued dubiomly .t the detective for .

Zkti^r.is.'"'^
'" "''"" ""'^' ••"" " --'x

'No, Merrick; you've got me there I 1 never h.ve

*e deu,! work. I h.ve to be guided by the nutin pSnt. in
the cue. TTien, .giin, I g,ve Bnnvn'. te.timony very little
thought « I comudered him unreli.ble and irre.ponJble "

Well, to come b«:k to the • main point.,' then : what

^.T,Kr^°"«- ?"""""« ""• ^^'»»8« ""1 Hob.»n with th.. affa-r that might not apply e.,u.lly well in
the caws of certain other people ?"

"Wh.t,e«K)n? Why, m«, alive I therein every ,««on

^'. In the aw ptace, her one object and «m for the

Sr„hT "f*'""" ^"" ^ ^" '0 P" hold ofHugh MainwMing . proi«rty, to Kciire for het»lf and her
•on what ihe call, their ' right.' •

"n»t iH the point," Merrick interrupted. "You con-
..der her guilty beau« rf,e would be interested in securinga hold upon the property, although .he, pcn»nally, ha, Z
r^ZTT'- "" ' """ "™""» '<> y°- '^' 'he™might be othen more deeply interested than she, inasmuch« they havx valid claims, being ,he rightful heirs?"

J nev.. thought of such 4 p.«ibility," «id the aston-u^ed attj^mey; ...„d , do,V. k„o« ,h„ , undcmandnow to whom you refer.
'

'

"I have learned from various rcl,.,W, source.,' the
detecfve replied, -that R,|ph Ma.uwaring ha, a younger
btother, Hatold, who ,s as much of a money-lover^
hmself, though too indolent to lake the «me measure.
ibr acquinng ,t. He i. , reckless, unprincipled feUow. ud

t.
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hiving about nu. through hi. own property, i umtontiuid,
he h« h«l grai .xp«t«ion. regtrdiB, thU Amerian
«t«te, depending upon hi. .han of the lune to retrieve
hi. WM«| fortune. I learned yerterday, by cable, that
Jince the departure of Ralph Mwnwaring and hi. ikmlly
for thi. country, hi. brother ha. been mi.«ng. and it i.
•uppoKd, among hi. awciate. in Ixindon, that he look
the nent rtewner for America, intending to awrt hi. own
CHUnH.

" And jou think " the attorney intemipted, brcMh-
leiriy

;
but Merrick riiook hi. head and continued,-

d.!'..*");* '^li"
*^' "*"" "^ "^ inve«igation., Inri-

dentally ducovered Hugh Mainwaripg'. wcet, and, con-
•equently, Hobwm'. Kcret, only that I know the real fact,
ta the caK, which Hobwn doe. not know. You. u
M.inw.nng'. friend, will not care to l«m the deUih, and
I rtall not qieak of them now. but I will my thi. much •

there are probably in exigence to^lay. and perhap. not
very &r dirtant. hein to thi. property, having a ctaim
preceding not only that of Ralph Munwaring or hi. Km
but of Hugh Mainwaring himKlf.

"

There wa. ulence for a few moment, a. the detective
pai«ed,Mr. Whitney'. wrpri« rendering him .peechle.;
at laat he nid,

—

"Wen, you are a truthful fellow, Merrick, and you
never jump at conclusion.. m> I know your .utement. can
!» rehed upon

; but I'll be ble»ed if I undenmind how or
when you have gathered all thi. information together I

«PP0K it would be unless to ask your deductiomi from all
»u, but 1 wiri. you would answer one or two quortion.
Ito you think that thi, Harold Mainwaring, or tho.e po.-
Bble hem you mention, would put in an appearance per-
•onally, or that they would work through agent, and
cmiiwiries ?

ite
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"Oependi iluwcther upoD cimiimMncct. Hank)
»U^-MiBg would no. u likely u> .pp«, »«*.«.„,>«* he were pretly e(rectii.lly diiguiKd. An to the
otto^-lf Ihex were to ukr their ctaim.-it would be
difficult to Mr jiM what courK they might take. 1 have
"•dc the* Malemenl. merely to give you a him of the
IKMbilitin Involved in the ck. It U now getting rather
late, but I will give you one or two pointen to ruminate
upoii. Don't think that Hob«m will run any riaki or
put himKir to any penonal inconvenience for Mn. U-
Grange. He i. working fim and fbremort for Richard
Hobwn, after that for whoever will pay him bcM. An-
other thing, don't ever for a moment imagine that Hugh
Mainwaring-a private iecrettry i> looking for a Job Ifimy opmion he'll give you fellowi one of the hardcM Jofaa
you ever tackled; and, unle« I'm greatly miataken, he^
got brain, enough and lacking enough to carry through
whatever he undertakei,"

" Say I I don't know a> I e«cUy ratch your meaning

:

but thM . one thing I wanted <o a>k you. What do you
think of that young man, anyway? I can't make him
out.

'• I noticrd that you had not a«igned him any place in
that theory of yoiim."

"No; he's been a mystery to me, a perfect myitery

-

but th , evening a new ,Jea ha« occurred to me, and I
would like your judgment on it. Ha. he ever reminded
you of «,y one? That i., c«, you recall any one whom
he rcKmblea?

"Well, I should «y there wa. a marked .e«mbUnce
I ve often wondered where your eye. weie that you had
not seen it."

"You have aatkcd it, then ? Well, » have I , but ithM pu«led roe, tor, though the look wa. tmiliar. I wa.

II'
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oabit 10 racall whoM it wu until lo-nl(hl. Now tlM I
h«v« iKiUtd if. Uul, tektn in ronnctiion wiU> nnw other
Ihinp I havr oUervtd, h« led mc to wonder whether it

were povihle that he !• ion of Hugh Meinwtring'i, of
whoee exiatence no one in thie country hu ever known.

"

" Hugh Mainwiuing I I don't undeiMand you."
"Why, you iuM acknowledge)! you had noticed the

toemblance lietween them I"

" I beg your pardon ; but you muM recollect that I have
never leen Hugh Mainwariag uving. and have little idea
how he looked."

"By George I that't a fact. Well, then, who in the
dickena do you think he rteembla ?".

The coachman'i itep waa heard at that inMant on the
Main, and Merrick'i reply waa necoHrily brief.

" Uyiag ande expreaidon, Uke featuie for feature, and
you have the 6ce of Mn. LaGmnga,"



CHAPTER XJV

TH» nrr or «cott, tmii t»i «i[T»«y

0«i| oflh, Am dutioi whir' ,h.. ^,^r, «» al|«,
2»» U. P«form during hi. hrc „, « W, 0.k., wn,toma. . copy of th. loM w,;. Wo =-,1 „wi, ; „„

« It h«l been dicuwd by Hugh M. „..p.„ , „.. .h«i i«,
morning of hi. life, .„d i. ,« b«, ,h, u, . '..r , „ZX
«wo Wtgwn tiwttcribe them in hi. clc. .hir-.niphy
Eng^ed in thi. work, he .» «,ted .t the Urp dert ia

-e for the «« tl™ ri„, ,h, d„^ „f j^ ^^^

tered the adjoining room.

"Et*d I" he hard the Utter excUim, .ngrily, ••
if ,h„«««. K«.«J,el think, he h« .ny hold on^f'or that he«n keep me on the «ck o he did Hugh, he'll find h. h«m^e the bigge.. mi.uke of hi. life. I, i. „o,hi„g b^,

. bUckma.l.ng «heme, .nd I've more th«, half . m,„d ,o

m* t T" '" "" '*"°" •"" "•"I •>»« beKg»rly
importer where he belong.. '

•
-^s""/

J.'l'^''^ ^'"' **"* "^ '^"'« ""''" ">« ""^n-
•tance., Mr. Whitney aaswered, quietly, • for I, natumlly

W believe. Mr. M».„w.rin.. that U,ere i. «m,e,hing b«krfaU tha which neither jou nor I would ere to havepven ^blicity. But, laying .«de that con«de«tio„. I^rf the epimon thai it might not be to your intere« topuAthia matter too doMly." * «~ w

l\
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"Cta wh.t ground,, rir. do you hue your opinion?"Mr. Munwiring demmded.
ne .ttomey, reply, however. w„ 1,,, upon Scott

«IK 'r"""
«'« "^ comerof the blotter uponwhich he w„ drymg hi, work, now completed. ln.tSyobi .ou, o everything el«. he c«fu„y .^i„.a fti

de.1, .„d h«l been ,„ „„ b„, . eon,p.„,iv,,y ,hor, time.
It bore t«ce. both of Hugh Mainw^ing'. writing ,„d ofh» own, but thi. name, .Unding ou, boldly on one o™°""Utterly unlike either. Nor did it re«mble any of™ e

when the de»k w.th .ts p.raphera.li» had been last u«d
Con«der.bly perplexed, Scott suddenly recalled a .nailpocket m rror which he h«l «en in the desk T^Hl-^y found, and, having pUu^ , .. .^e righn^glel«ned over to get a view of thr -.^e a. it 1u«I b^

fiun, l.n„ above he «gnatu« which he had not ob«rved,but which were plainly viable in the mirror. It w,. wel

TJ^ ""f7 *'" *" *" =''''^*' <»'. " he read the«P»h.re wtth the word, outlined above, he wa. spellbound

I"ve Hr; .rrr:"'
""^ Pa^ly.ed.'lable fomove. H« bnun whirled, and. when he at last sank backn ha cha.r, his face was blanched and he felt giddyT^d*un. from the discovery which he had made. SXl Jhe b^^me couscous of his surroundings. Again he hearffas in a dream, the convetsation in the adjoining roomHie attorney was speaking.

"

"I do not at present feel at liberty to give the source ofmy -"on, but Z can assure you it is^ectly relUblf

unless he had ample authority to back it up. • •
""^'"

,
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•in>ply prepcterou,. The «t.^ rf

The whole thing j,

Hugh M«iwlri„g, and f™rhL ,

"* "«"'""' "*

»e»» of kin You „„ 1! ,
° ""' °''" '^"r "

Cher cUil,uCg pTor" hT~"
""'

'° "'^ "^ '"^
" H*d not HnTk M ^ * ' " """ »»>«u«lity."

" h/i^h ^ * Mu"""^"? an elder brother?"He had; but you must be atraiv fk.> w j- j
•nany yean ago.

"

™' "* *«" « ««»«

"But had that elder brother no »ue?"

«<dedtS;fone'^^'^?r''«'-°''«^- ^
would'h.veL"^"^;:^-"^

^V^"'
"-'*«

•ntire esute w«i tnuuferred to H^'m "' '^
prace» before the^tHf s

"''«\'*"'"«ri'>« by legal

•«ving been Wer ^X„t''r"; "V"^, -' --
though he had never exists

"' " '^' " "^"*«>'''

-ner, however.Te':'::,;!"/^ "' """""^ '^ "«

ana paased from the library into the hall
'

still wondering at his appearance Mr wi,-.
«eded to the tower-room .nH

^'"*'' P^
tle^en were ab^r^T'th "

""T"' """ "»* «"-
the lost will; tt^ "3^: P*"^ °^ 'he duplicate of

on taking 'he d«u„tlt^^h ^LrhTL"'^''!,''"''

"^Tar:r-^----«=
-'^inhi^^rdrortireX-

: --r—

-

more t lan usually thm,^h.f„i
'^ *" '«'°«1

If
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•ith endlai doubt, and «rmi.ai repwling h» iccmt
«i«overy that he found it exceedingly dflficult to con-
centrate hw attention upon the work required of him

That afternoon, however, while engaged in looking
through K.n,e important document, belonging to Hugh
Main^ring, kept at the city office,, a cablegtam w*i
handed him, addre«ed to him«lf perwnally, from Barton
* Barton, a well-known legal firm in London. The de-
.patch itKir cauKd him little .urpriie, a. he had been in
corrapondence with thi. firm for more than a year ; but the
c^tCTt. of the mewge were altogether unexpected, and
left him in a .tate of bewilderment. It read,—
"Have you met J. Henry Carrutheni, of Undon

ippo«d to have sailed ten day. since, or can you give
us his whereabout.?"

Fortunately, Scott was alone, Ralph Mainwaring and
the attorney being in the private offices, and he had
plenty of opportunity to recover from his sniiprise. For
T»if an hour he revolved the matter in his thoughts, won-
dering whether thi. had any bearing upon the question
which for the last few hours he had been trying to solveA httle later he Knt the foliowiug reply

:

" Penon mentioned seen on 7th instant. No trace once
You have my letter of 8th instant. Cable instructions. '

'

A. the Mainwaring carriage appeared at the offices at
four o'clock, to convey the gentlemen to Fair Oaks, Mr
Whitney was surprised to find the secretary still engaged

"If you will excuse me," the latter said, pleasantly
"I will not go out to Fair Oaks this evening. I have
some unfinished work here, and I will remain in the city
to-night."

Upon entering the offices the next day, however, the
attorney found the following note addressed to hinuwlf

:

168



THE EXIT OF SCOTT THE SECRETARY
"M«. Whitney.

wh.ch you k,„d y offered me. I ™ „ot i/„^ "f7»^d have only .«e„ ,00 gUd ,0 render youX Htti:

rvrtToL: " "' •^"' '"°-'"«' "
'

<">. '^' y»nave no easy case on your hand.

" Very truly yours,

"H. Scott."

A, Mr. Whitney read „.d rere«l this note, the word,of the detecve regarding the private secreta^ we^^called to hi. mind, and he muttered - ^^ ^m n

maii Tr;o'^Vf't'""
,"**"• '• " "'y -'dent the youngman is not 'looking for a job;' but I'll be ble»ed if Iknow what to think of him I"

Upon Mr. Whitney', return to Fair Oak., he found thegu«t. ..ambled on the venuida, overlooking .trivlr

!L, T '
*''° '""^ J"" «'«™«J fi^m a few l^^

^n M rr fr""*
"'"' -™"'en.ble comment

" Now, that is too bad !" cried Edith Thornton - He

rmrc^r"""^' ^' '^^ *"*' =" •««-'"« - "^e^
"I don't know that any of us were so charmed withhmi a. one might be led to suppose from y^T^mTkEduh, • «id Isabel Mainwaring, with a diiinful"t^towards the attorney, who had seated him«lf be^de M^
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Cirleton; "but here, almost any one will anawer for a
divenion, and he wai really quite entertaining."

"It is nut to be expected that you would see or appre-
ciate his good points," said her brother, with half a sneer;
" but Scott is a fine fellow and a gentleman, and I shall

miss him awfijUy."

Miss CarletoM remained silent; but for some reason,

unexplainable to heraelf, she was conscious of a vague
sense ot disappointment and injury. She would not ad-
mit to herself that she was troubled because Scott had
gone, it was the manner of his departure. Surely, after
the friendship and confidence she had shown him, he
might at least have sent some word of farewell, instead of
leaving as he had, apparently without a thought of her.

However, she chatted graciously with Mr. Whitney, though,
all the while, a proud, dark face with strangely beautiful
eyes peraistently forced itself before her mental visicm,

nearly obliterating the smiling lace of the attorney.

Meanwhile, Ralph Mainwaring was giving the detective
his views on the subject.

"I, for one, am not sorry that he has followed the
example of the coachman and taken himself off. It is my
opinion," he continued, in impressive tones, "that we
will yet find he had reasons for leaving in this manner."

" Undoubtedly !" Merrick replied, with equal emphasis.
"Now, that's just where you're wrong, governor," said

young Mainwaring. " Scott is as good as gold. There is

no sneak about him, either; and if he had reasons for
leaving as he has, they were nothing to his discredit

; you
can stake your last shilling on that I"

" Oh, I know he has pulled the wool over your eyes,"
said his father; "but he has never tried his smooth games
on me; he knows I can see through him. I detest him.
One of your typical American swells I Just what one
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» •llowed to nocute with gentlemen !"
"But, begging your p.rdon, Mr. M»inw«ing," the

1 He^r:?'.
""'"''' ••«'Sco..i.not„';m^

en. He h« lived Ie» th«. two y«™ in thi. country."A Chora, of exclanuition. followed thi, tt«en«nt
Not an American I Thenhemust bean Englishman "

cned M.» 0.rie,o„, her .parkling eye, uncon^iZTl^.
traying her pleasure at the diKoveiy.

"Merrick, are you ,ure of that?" inquired Mr. Whit-ney, m a,toni,hment.
'«'• "nil

I al^'"^"^^'
" ' ''~''' »«*" have m«le the a«enio„

Ralph M»in^„g „,dde„ly turned the convention.

wiifLc^ o'S*;.

""'"-'"- ^•'•^'-^'^'-

"The petition was filed thi. afternoon, and will be

C^t'he'S; ?
""" "-• "'« '^''

'
""^ - y-

"And then will you gentlemen be reauy to rtart for

iX'r vo"r
'^"""''* """'"^' * ""=" "' '"-•»''«-«

"Well, by my «,ul! I should say not," laughed Mr-n-onjwn, before her husband could r;ply. ^Tt ^i
«tU up th,, estate, even if there should be no co„t;st;

Mr Whtne^."
""'''^' " ""^ "^ °" ^^ ^«-. «",

mon^ but I am not aware of any contestants with
efficient means for continuing it the length of time you

"Mercy me!" exclaimed Mrs. Mainwaring, addre«ing
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'do you and Hugh ioleod to remain hen
herhiaUnd;
«U that time?"

"Our ttay wilt probably be wmewhat indefinite," he
replied evi«»ely

;
•• but that i. no leann why you uid the

young ladicf need remain againat your will.

"

"Indeed
' Why could you not have uid a. much be-

fore? Neither tabel nor I «re to remain here a day
longer than i, nece«ry; we have «mply l«e„ ,w«ting
your pleaaure. Wilson, bring me the morning papem; I
want to «e what boat, are expected. We will take the
8nt .teamer home. Mr. Thornton, will you and the
young ladie. accompany i». or do you prefer to remain in
exile a while longer ?'

'

"Well," replied that gentleman, smiling genially
•peaking for mywlf, I would moR- than half like to

rtay and m thi. thing through ; but the Udies are in the
majority, and i ^„ .tide by their decision. How i. it,
Edith? I suppoK, as the novelists say, you will be -torn
by conflicting emotions. ' '

'

"You horrid old papa I Of course, if auntie is going
b«k, I dull go with her. What do you say, WinT
ned?" '

"I have very little choice, one way or the other," Mi«i
Carleton replied, more quietly than was usual for her-
"whatever you and Uncle William decide, will suit me "

'

"Ah, here are the papers!" said Mrs. Mainwaring,
^justing her eye-glasses. "These dreadful Ameri,^
dailies! she exclaimed, as she scanned the pages; "one
never knows where to find anything. Ah, here it is,
and just what we want I The -Campania' sails ThuR-
day, at three o'clock. That will suit us ixactly. '

'

"To-morrow
! so soon I" excUimed two oi three voices

"Certainly," she replied, rising. " I shall have the
maids begin packing at once; and, Mr. Thornton, IriiaJI
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Her dq»rt„„ ""'"«' "" "«^' f" «hc breaking up of

gone rf,e remained rtandiS^ wZ^^^ , « ?"
'" '»<'

dreami,, out on .he rivert'dtltT^, ^^ "nie^

?

riowly „u„.eH„g up.„d down ,he vemlrL oCti
« »ugge«ion of a ™ile in his kindly cy«

.h.» r "•' '" "°'''°^''"«<1; "Whitney i, a bi«er <<»I

^w'irrt";'^" •"' '^ •* """^ -^ S^mow m Hat direction. If I'm not rai«ak«. T vJ_

en .Doard the Campania' many hours. I'd like to K-aboaj^ myself and watch the tra^formation .Ltj'^
*" **

».iug wim regard to young Scott ' How ,fiA .
discover he was an Englishman?"

"o* d.d you

»at ne was of hnghsh descent followed as a matter nf

„ ,.
««" to be keeping an eye on him."U IS my business just now to be nested r.™^

everyone associated with this place iC^'T^^
«. eye on^« for the l.,t thirty minutes •

'""'"^

«nce he left^^
"""^ ^°" "" -^•'""K of him

"Since his reagnation of the „Ury as well a. the
'73
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pOiitiOB of private MCTCtuy?" queried the detectirc. half
to binueir, with a tone of arouMment, wUU Mr. WUlaey
fciled to comprehend. "Yei; I met him lo^^ at the
Murray HUl."

"AttheMmayHill! h he >ieppiBg«lien?"
'< He e« '.ntly wai thii laoraing So waa I. tariUy

we were both 'atopping' on the aaiM b.iaineai; I cannot
My."
The detective'! ftce wa* a atudy, a> wai alio the attor-

ney'!.

"I nippoaed," aaid the latter, after a ihoit paiw,
" from the tenor of hii note, that he intended to leave the

city at once."

"Poaibly he doei," replied the other, enigmadcally,

and, having coniulted hii watch, turned abruptly in

another direction.

"Say, what will you do about him? Shall you watch
him?" Mr. Whitney called after the vaniihing figure.

Merrick looked back over hia ihoulder with a peculiar

mile. " I shall not loae track of nim," he laid, slowly

;

" he if too intettating."



CHAPTER XV

Tm MainwMiBg party „, ,„„„ ^^ ^

Mr Thornton, Mn. M«inw»ring'« effort, to the ronr™^
»«*i.h««,ding. Atthel„,™thell^ T^J^

•Si::;.:rreU™'"' "^ -^ '""«-• *»''

But even Mn. NUinwaring's &ci*i n,.»^i_ i .,

h. hJ!. • "^ *»'''"« •"• "««"•"» NvitterinK^

The deck, were crowded with humuuty, for the moM

C:t-rd^hr:^/j^-tit5^-'f

on I «,d Label Mainwanng; "unl«," ,he «lded

Mr. Whitney should contribute a few r A»J^.:
vulgar demon^nttion. in public!"

I detot B«:h

^ ^"'™' » ««»>y &ce w» wmewhat overct

i|.
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IbMfh Why, it would Mem diAcull to dttcnainc, liBc*
•iw Htmid to have no rcfrau at iMving AoMrics.
"Uncy me I" alMulMed Mn. MiJnwuin(, -whrt .

<li«dlUI cRMTdl It i. fcr wone Uiu when we oune
ow. Htt«h, I woodcr if your fciher eiuunined the thip'i
«. I |»rticuUrly requetted him to do lo. I wiihed to
"certiin whether there would be any (Henda of oun on
board. One doca not can to make acquaintance* promia-
cuoialy, you know."
"I don't think the governor invcatigatcd the nibject

very thoroughly," young Mainwaring replied, with a laugh.
"I noticed when we regiatered there were three or four
pagea of name* preceding oun, and I don't think he gave
the matter much attention. If I hid time I would look It
It up for you, mother, but we mim go aahofe in a few

"If I am not miitaken, my dear lady," aid Mr.
ThontOD, who had overheard the convenation, •' you will
have little time or inclination for looking up acquaintaacci
onthiatrip."

"Maylaakwhy?" Mn. Mainwaring demanded.
"I think," he replied, malidoudy, "that you and

Iiabel will be too much occupied in cultivating the ac-
quaintance of mal de mer to care for your beat frienda."
"How'a that, Thornton? Think it will be rough?"

inquired Ralph Mainwaring.

"The captain tella me the wind ia fieahening every
moment, and we'll have a decidedly choppy lea before
night. I'm thinking we'll have a nasty trip."
" In that caae, perhapa mamma and I will not be the

only victim*, " laid Itabel Mainwaring.

" I f«ar not," responded Mr. Thornton. "Were it not
for my inherent chivalry, I ahould turn back ; but I cannot
leave you ladiea to meet your &te alone."

7*
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took herTS- • """* '»•'»•'«»•.- h.

. wclco™. .hould I ^cetZl,*Z^"^ IT T"^ "'

Mfaa r..i.._
*^" "' "* »ltoniey, went ashore • »nd

SuddcnlTJ"!" "^rTj;' "»™'««'»''lc «.i.fiic,io„.





MiCMCorr MwuiTiON mt own
(ANSI ond ISO TEST CHADT Na 2|

J ^IPPLIED IM/OE Inc

^^ 1653 East Main StrMi

—JS RochHtar. N** Ywk 14609 USA
'JSSS (716) 482 - 0300 - Phon*
^m (716) 2Sa- 5989 -FOK



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

opportunity to with you « pleasant trip. Are you a good

Bilor?"

" I hardly know," she answered. " I have had so little

experience on the sea. Why? Shall we have a stormy

passage, do you think?"

" Nothing dangerous ; a little rough, perhaps ; but with

congenial company, such as I trust you will find," and his

eyes gleamed with kindly merriment, "you will hardly

mind that. Good-by, Miss Carleton ; bon voyage ; and

if I can ever in any way serve you as a friend, do not fail

to command me," and before she could reply he had

vanished in the crowd. She looked in vain for any trace

of him : then turning to glance at his companion of a

moment before, discovered that he had disappeared also.

A moment later the great ocean liner glided majestically

out from the harbor amid prolonged cheers and a final

flutter of farewells ; but she was well out upon the tossing

waves ere Miss Carleton turned from watching the receding

shore to join her friends, as yet having found no solution

of the problem perplexing her, nor even the meaning

which she felt must be concealed in the words of the

detective.

They had not been out many hours before it became

evident that Mr. Thornton's unfavorable predictions re-

garding their journey « ere likely to be fulfilled. The sea

was decidedly "chopp>" and the motion of the boat

anything but exhilarating.

When the hour for dinner arrived, Mr. Thornton, his

daughter, and Miss Carleton were the only members of

their party to venture forth to the dining-saloon, the

others preferring to have a light repast served in their

own apartments. The captain, having discovered in Mr.

Thornton an old-time friend, had ordered seats for him

and his party at his own table, and the young ladies,
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finding their appetites rather an uncertain quantity, had
plenty of opportunity for observing their fellow-passengeni,

particularly an Anglomaniac of the most pronounced type,
in the penton of a callow youth seated opposite them, whose
monocle, exaggerated collar, and affecud drawl afforded
them considerable amusement.

"Winifred," said Miss Thornton, as they were leaving
the dining-saloon, "do you see that young Englishman at
the farther table?"

Her cousin glanced carelessly in the direction indicated,
noting the fine, athletic figure seated, back towards them,
at some distance, attired in hvavy English tweed.

"Yes. What of him?"
" Nothing in particular ; only the sight of him is such a

relief, you know, after that wretched caricature at our table.
'

'

"Poor little harmless dudelet !" mused Winifred, with
a smile; "his self-complacency will be short-lived when-
ever he meets Isabel. She will simply annihilate him with
one of those glances of hers !"

At Miss Carleton's suggestion, they went on deck j but
Edith grew so rapidly ill that her cousin assisted her below
to their own elegant suite of apartments, which adjoined,
on one side, those occupied by Mis. Mainwaring and her
daughter, while on the other was a comfortable state-room
belonging to Mrs. Hogarth.

Finding Mrs. Mainwaring and Isabel already reduced to
a state of abject helplessness which required the attendance
of both maids as well as of the stewardess. Miss Carleton
left Edith in Mrs. Hogarth's care, and, wrapping herself
warmly, again went on deck. The wind was increasing
and she found the decks nearly deserted, but the solitude
and the storm suited her mood just then, and, wrapping
her rug closely about her, she seated herself in a com-
paratively sheltered place, alone with her own thoughts.

"79
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A* she readied the parting interview with Mr. Whitney
•nother (kce .eemed to flash before her virion, and a half!fomed query which had been persistently haunting her for

i Lt Wh?"' Tu'""''
'''''"'"' "'^P'""' <''"»"'''d

™P'y-
,
What would have been the result if that other

instead of leaving without one word of ferewell, had asked

t'^1 K .
*°" •• '" ""*" '"^^ •'*'"' Even in the

friendly shadow of the deepening twilight she shrank from
ftcing the truth gradually forcing itself upon herA solitory (igure pacing the deck aroused her from her

Sk ''/ T"^^'^ '"• '"=°8"«"1 'he young
Englishman of whom Edith hed spoken. DreJd inw«m jacket with cap well pulled down over his eyesand hands clasped behind him. he strode the rolling deck
«^th step as firm and free as though walking the streets ofh« native city She watched him with admiration, till
•omething m h,s carriage reminded her of the younr
secretanr at Fair Oaks, and in the sudden thrill of plLure
produced by that reminder there was revealed to her

tolvade"^'""™'^
* confirmation of the truth she sought

She watched the retreating figure with flashing eyes andbummg eheeks. "It is „ot true!" she excLed. to
hereelf. paaionately. " I do not care for him ! It was
only a fency, a foolish infatuation, of which, thank heaven
neither he nor any one else shall ever know '

'

But the monarch who had taken possession of her heart

Silked.'
"""' ""' ^' """' "" ""'

'° "^
'° ^'y

M(anwhile, the young English stranger passed and re-
passed, unconscious of the figure in the shadow, uncon-
«:.ous of the avereion with which one of his countrywomen
regarded him because of his resemblance to another He

i8o
'
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to^ WM v«nly Peking the solution of problem, which

AJl th.t night the .torm laged with increasing fury andmommg found the entire Mainwaring party
-"
7n 2tretired I„t.- as Mi«i Carle.on express^ ir'she he«Ifwas the last to succumb, but finally forced to an iLomTnous surrender, she submitted to the inevitable'T^Zgrace^. po«,ble. only ..ip.Ui.ing that she be leL" ^^

Toward, night the storm abated slightly, and wearyof her own thoughts, which had been Jy.h.ng bu Z7able, and bored by the society nf hi
^^'

»i^ry. She ..ppJher'^T:::^? atutTr^rven"
««red out on deck. The air, laden with salt spmy IZlmvigoratrng, and without much difficulty shHounT Kway to her sheltered comer of the nril H
She had ..en seated but "f^::Z.'^^^'Zir:!^e young Englishman made his appeanince as p I^cu^Land unconscious of his surrounding, and L free^l 'f

cast a wrathful glance u«mZ ^ ^ompa^Y- She

•ust fh-„
8'«"'^e "pon the unconscious young stranger

humor under existmg circumstances adding to her senTS
rTL "^^ ^^P'^™"""- She grew ill. and detlTn^ "o

2^ a once to her apartments, but found her p"^"

«iucipated. Dizzy and famt. she had just reached th-



nn

THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

her head toward* her rescuer, luppoeing him one of the
officen of the ship, only to diKover, to her horror, that
she was in the arms of the young Englishman. His iace
was in the shadow, but the light tailing on her own face
revealed her features, and at that insUnt she heard a
smothered exclamation,

—

"Great heavens! can it be poHsible?"
Something in the tone startled her and she listened,

hoping he would speak again. He did not ; but she noted
the tenderness with which she was borne down the stain
and put in care of the stewardess. Again she listened
eagerly for his voice, but his words were brief and in an
altered tone.

During the succeeding twenty-four hours in which Miss
Carleton tossed in misery, one thought was uppermost in
her mind,—to discover, if possible, the identity of the
stranger who had come to her assistance. The only in-
formation obtainable, however, was that he was evidently
a gentleman of wealth, travelling alone, and apparently
with no ac>;uaintance on board with the exception of a
young English officer. She determined, at the earliest
pos.sible moment, to meet her mysterious rescuer and thank
him for his kindness, but was unable to carry her plan into
immediate t .ecution. Meantime, she learned that he had
twice inquired for her.

On Sunday afternoon, their fourth day out, the storm
had ceased and the weather was gradually clearing, and
Miss Carleton, somewhat pale but quite herself agiin,
came out for a promenade. She found quite a number of
passengers on deck, but for some time she looked in vain
for her unknown friend. At last, after several brisk turns,
she saw him standing at a little distance, talking with the
tall, dark-eyed man whom she had seen in convereation
with Mr. Merrick. The younger man's cap was thrown

i8a
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b«:k. revealing to Min Ctrleton the line profile, almoit
clamical in its beauty, of the .ecretary at Fair Oaks. For
a moment her pulse throbbed -vildly. She felt a thrill of
pleasure, not unmingled with a twinge of the rcs-ntment
which she had been nursing fo, the last few days. Then
she walked calmly in his direction, saying to herielf,—
"At least, I will thank him for his kindness.' I am

no love-lorn peasant maid wearing my heart upon my
sleeve!"

She had nearly reached his side, though he was unaware
of her presence, when the young English officer approached
from the other side and, slapping him familiarly upon the
shoulder, exclaimed,

—

"Well, Mainwaring, my boy, you've kept your sea-legs
well on this trip."

The Ull, dark-eyed man withdrew, and Miss Carleton,
utterly bewildered, turned and slowly retraced her steps'
Mainwaring! What did it mean? She heard the name
distmctly, and he had taken it as a matter of course,
replying pleasantly and quietly, as though he had known
no other name. The mystery which she had thought to
solve had only deepened tenfold. She was aroused by
the cheery voice of the capta'ii.

"Well, well. Miss Carleto.., glad to see yod out I I
congratuUte you on your speedy recovery. How are the
ladies? and how is my old friend Thornton?"
They took a few turns up and down, chatting pleasantly,

till Miss Carleton, looking into the face overflowing with
kindliness and good humor, said,—

"Captain, I have a great favor to ask of you."
"Granted, my dear young lady, to the half of mv

kingdom !"

"May I have your permission to examine the list of
cabin passengers?"
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The captain elevated his chaggy cyebrowi and hii eyei

twinkled with merriment. " Ah I anxioia to learn if lome
particular friend ii on board, I nippoie. Some one wai

inquiring of me the other night regarding your identity."

"Indeed!" mid Mia Carleton, a world of inquiry in

her eyes.

"Yet; Mr. Mainwarin;;, 'he gentleman convening with

Lieutenant Cohen over there. He and I both went to

your aaiatance the other evening, but, much to my regret,

he wai quicker than I. He remarked to me after he came
back on deck that he had nippoied you were a Btranger,

but that your Ctce looked familiar. ' He asked your name,

and whether you were with Mr. Thornton and hiK daughter,

stating that he had met you. Correct, I presume?"

"Quite so," said Miss Carleton, quietly.

"And now about that passenger list. Miss Carleton;

you have my permission to examine it, and I will accom-

pany you myself"

She thanked him. "Are you acquainted with Mr.

Mainwaring?" she inquired, careleasly.

"Never met him until this trip. On firat learning his

name, I supposed him to be a member of your party, as he

is evidently a gentleman ; but I soon learned that he was

alone."

A few moments later the register t»s opened for Miss

Carleton's inspection, but she did not have to searr'i long.

Half .t-ay down the fint page she found, in the fiuniliar

writing of the secretary, the name which she sought

—

" Harold Scott Mainw?ving."

•>*



CHAPTER XVI

MUTVAL KXPLANATIONH

I

Thanking the capUin for hi> courtesy, Mia Culeton
returned to her accuMomed seat on deck, and, since one
is never more alone than when surrounded by a crowd
of utter strangers, she felt at liberty to puisue her own
thoughts without interruption.

She could scarcely cr.'dit what her own ears had heard

or her eyes had seen. Harold Scott Mainwaring I What
could it mean? Could it be possible that the secretary,

having fiuniliarized himself with the family history of the

Mainwarings, was now masquerading under an assumed

Dame for some object of his own ? But she dismissed this

idea at once. She had assured him at Fair Oaks that she

believed him incapable of anything iatse or dishonorable,

and she woi.ld abide by that belief until convinced other-

wise. But if this were indeed his name, what had been

his object in assuming the r»U of Scott, the s^retary?

Which was genuine and which assumed ? Who could tell ?

As if in answer to her thoughts, she saw the subject of

them approaching. He was alone and looking in her

direction, and on reading the recogni'.on in her glance,

his own face lighted with a smile that banished the last

(hade of resentment and suspicion from her mind, albeit

there was a question in her eyes which prepared him in a

measure for her first words. With a smile as bright as

those with which she had been accustomed to greet him at

Fair Oaks, she extended her hand, saying, slowly,

—

" Mr. Mainwaring, this is indeed a surprise 1"

•8,
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She watched him cloietjr, but there wm not the quiver

of an eyelaih, only dow, imcniuble iinile, m he
replied,—

" Mia Carleton, I will add to that, and my that thii i»

the pleaiantett turpriie of my life."

Si;e bliahed at thr implied meaning of hi> word*, ara
he added,

—

" I have not wen /ou on derk until to-day."

" Not but Friday evening?" ihe inquired, archly.

Hi* imile deepened. " I did not know that it wia you
at that time until aft-r I had lufied below. Did you
recogniie me ?"

"I thought I recognized your voice; and I have often

wiihed to thank you for your kindnea, but thii ii my tint

0{.portunity, as I have not been out since until to-day."

"Please do not mention it. Had I dreamed who it was
thus brav' ig the storm, I would have offered my assistance

earlier. I have not yet recovered (i my surprise on
discovering the identity of my fellow-pawonger that even-

ing."

" Indeed I" Uughed Miss Carleton ;
" my prcvnce heie

is very easily explained. It is simply the result cf one of
Mrs. Mainwaring's numerous whims, as she suddenly de-

cided upon an immediate return to EngUnd. V think,

however, that the surprise >«as mutual."
" Accordingly, I suppose that mutual explanations should

follow," he answered, lightly. Then added, more seri-

ously, " Miss Carleton, I am aware that there is much in

my conduct that must seem inexplicable to you. In a few

weeks everything will have been made dear, in the nat

course of events ; but, if you would be at all interested to

hear, I would greatly prefer that you should have a perfect

understanding of the situation before the fitcts become
generally Itnown."

tS6



MimrAL EXPLANATli NS

" I ihould grcnUy appreckte MchaiuikorconAdenct,"
«h« replied.

' U agreeable to yon, Mia Carleton, let m pm around
to the other aide ; it ii lena crowded there. My friend and
I have two chain, and, aa he hai gone to hia •tate-room to

do lome writing, we ahall be in no danger of interruption.

"

When comfortably nceted, the yoiing man laid, " It i» a
Mrange itory which I have to tell, but I will try not to ux
your patience too leverely. One week ago this afternoon.

MiM Carleton, in paaing through the hall at Fair Oaka, I

accidentally overheard a portion of your convenatio . with
Mr. Whitney, aa you related to him the itory of the unfor-

tunate love and death of my lather, Harold Scott Main-
waring."

MiM Carleton s'lrted violently, but laid nothing, and,
after a dight pauie, the ipeaker continued,

—

" My earliett recollectioni are of a home in Australia,

.»ith foster-parents, whose name it is unnccnsary to men-
tion, but whose care and love for me seem, as I now look
back, to have ec.ualled that bestowed by natural parents

upon their own child. Not until I had reached the age of
fifteen y««r! ("id I ever heir of my own father. I then
lear.ied that he had given i..e, at birth, into the keeping
of my .ostrr-parents, with instructions that, unless he him-
self thould call for me, I was not even to know of his

exis:(;nce until within five or six years of my majority. I

learned, further, that his action in thus placing me in the

handc of others had been solely on account of deep trouble

» d sorrow, of which he wished me to know nothing until

I had rearhed the years of manhood. When giving me
into their kc.ping he had also given them a small packet,

containing a sealed letter, which was to be read by me on
my twenty-fim birthday, if h.. had not himself claimed me
before thai time. I was told that, while I was too young

««7
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eo nuin uiy Kmemtirancs <rf him, he frc<|iiciilly viaiied

me and nanire«ied the grnioi devotion to hi* child, but
M 1 grew older he renuincd •wty, writing occnionallv to

my foiter-fiithcr.

" In the lut letter rereivcd from him, when I wu bout
five yearn of age, he iiUted that he woi going to Africa to

make a fortune for hii ion. Nothing fiirther wan heard
from him until there came tiding! of hi* death at Ka, in

the manner which you recently related.

"Of all thii I, of coune, knew nothing until ten yean
later, but what waa told me at that time made a deep
imprenion upon me. Of my mother I could learn abK>-
lutely nothirg; but for my (ather, of whom I had no
penonal knowledge, and concerning whom there •eemed to
much that wa* mysterioua, I felt a love and reverence
alnuat akin to adoration, and I longed for the dav to come
when I could read the letter he had left for me and learn

the whole lecret of that lad life.

"My twenty fin* uirthday arrived, and the myMeriou*
little packet w^ platted in my hands. It conuined a few
valuable keepnkea and my (alhcr'n letter, written out of
the bitter »-.gui»h of a broken heart. He told the Mory
of his disinheritance, with which you are lamiliar ; but the
loM of the property he cared little for in comparison with

the loH of his fiither's love ; but even that wa. as nothing
to the sorrow which followed swiftly and which broke his

heart. He sUted that, because of this great sorrow, he
had placed me in the hands of trusted friends that I should
be banished from the fiUse-hearted woman who had borne
me and who believed me dead, as it was his wish that neither

of us should ever know of the existence of the other."

Harold Mainwaring paused for a moment, and Miss
Carleton, who had been listening with great interest,

exclaimed,

—
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"And ii > pomiMc, Mr. MainwcrlriK, that, in til th«M
yean, you have had no knowledge i:oncerning your mother f

'

" It in a (art, Miw Carlelon, that I do not tvm know
her lui r, or whether or not the ii> livinp i only ho|«

and pray that I may never knowingly r , , her, for ht-r

neart and life muxt Iw—|iardon the ex| ^on

—

n IbIk

and ax blaik an hell itself."

There won a look on hin (ace which Mi« Carteton had

never lecn. (inidually, however, hin feature* aoftened,

and he continued,

—

" In accordance with my lather'ii with, expreaed in the

tetter, thr* I thouM complete my >tudieii in England, I

ailed fc that country within a few week* of my twenty-

fint bir...day ; and while there I learned that part of my
ttury which ii of tron e*pecial intereat to all partie* con-

cerned at the preaent tir-e.

" I had been but a f nonths in England when I felt a

gttaX desire to visit, inc
_, lito, the old Mainwaring esute.

Accordingly, under the name by which you have known
me, I arrived at the estate, only to learn that the home of

my fiither'* boyhood, and of the Mainwaring* for several

generations, had passed into the hands of stranger*. My
grandfather had died within two yearn of my father's

marriage, and the younger son had sold the estate and

gone to America. Incidentally, I was directed to an old

servant of my grandfather's, who yet remained on the

place and who could give me its whole history. That

servant. Miss Carleton, was old James Wilson, the father

of John Wilson, Ralph Mainwaring'* present valet."

"Ah I" ejaculated Mia* Carleton, her face lighting with

pleasure ; "I have seen the trusty old fellow hundreds of

times, you know. Indeed, he could give you the history

of all the Mainwarings for the last three hundred year*."

"He gave me one very important bit of hiatory,"

«9
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Harold Mainwaring replied, with a nnile. " He tdd me
that old Ralph Mainwaring, after the departure of his ion

for Auitralia, &iled rapidly. He wai slowly but surely

dying of a broken heart, and, though he never mentioned

the name of his elder son, it was evident that he regretted

his own harshness and severity towards him.

" On the night before his death he suddenly gave orden

for an attorney to be summoned, and was so insistent in his

demand, that, when it was ascertained that his old solicitor,

Alfred Barton, the father of the present firm of Barton & Bar-

ton, had been called out of the dt^, a young lawyer, Richard

Hobson by name, who had formerly been an articled clerk

in Barton's office, was called in in his stead. A little be-

fore the hour of midnight, in the presence of his son, Hugh
Mainwaring, Richard Hobson, the attorney, and Alexander

McPhenon, an old and trusted Scotch friend, Ralph Main-
waring caused to be drawn and executed a will, completely

revoking and setting aside the process of law by which

Harold Scott Mainwaring had been disinherited, and
restoring to him his fiUl rights as the elder son, McPherson
and the attorney signing the will as witnesses."

Miss Carleton's eyes dilated and her breath came and
went swiftly, but she spoke no word save a single, quick

exclamation.

"James Wilson, the servant, was also present, but in an
obscure comer, and his presence seems to have been unno-

ticed. The next morning, at five o'clock, Ralph Main-

waring passed away, happy in the thought that he had at

last made reparation for his injustice to his elder son.

Within two months the old Scotchman died, and Richard

Hobson was then the sole surviving witness of the last will

ar -< testament of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring.
' This was all the direct information I could obtain firom

Wilson, but from other sources I learned that Hugh Main-
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waring wu never the nme after his fiither's death. He
grew stem and taciturn, and would allow no mention of

his brother's name, and within two yean he had disposed

of the esUte and left England forever ; while a few yean

later tidings were received of the death of Harold Scott

Mainwaring at sea. I also learned that about this time

Kichaid Hobson suddenly rose from the position of a

penniless pettifogger to that of an affluent attorney, though

he was engaged in questionable speculations far more than

in the practice of law.

" I visited the chamben of Barton & Barton, and learned

through them that everything had been adjusted in accord-

ance with the terms of the will in their possession, which

disinherited the elder son ; but Hugh Mainwaring' s action

in disposing of the estate had excited considerable comment.

" Having pledged them to secrecy, I disclosed my iden-

tity and related to them the story of the old servant. To

my surprise, they were inclined to give the story credence

;

and, acting upon their advice, I obtained all possible

information regarding Hugh Mainwaring, and, when my
studies were completed, sailed for America, with the ex-

press determination to secure proof in verification of the

&cts which I had already gathered, and to establish my
claim as the legal heir of the Mainwaring estate. I was

not without means to do this, as my father had accumulated

considerable property during the few yean he lived in

Australia, and my foster-parents are people of wealth.

"You will understand now, Miss Carleton, why I took

the position of private secretary to Hugh Mainwaring.

You will realize how eagerly I studied the correspondence

between him and Richard Hobson, from which I learned

that the latter was extorting large sums of money as the

price of his silence regarding some fraudulent transaction,

presumably the destruction of the will ; and perhaps yoa

191
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can imagine my feelings on discovering, one day, among

Hugh Mainwaring's private papen, a memorandum to the

effect that the will had never been destroyed, but was still

in existence and in his possession. I knew that to make

any demand upon him for the document would be worse

than useless, as he would never admit my claim. I must

find it for myself. I searched for that will as for hidden

treasure, and. Miss Carleton, I found it I"

"Oh I" she exclaimed, unable to repress her emotion,

"I am so glad I Do tell me how and when I

"

" I found it on the last day of Hugh Mainwaring's life,

within two hours after he had signed his own last will and

testament."

" What a strange coincidence I

'

'

" It was strange ; and it was my discovery on that day

which formed the subject of my thoughts on the following

night, the night of the murder, and which kept me pacing

my room imtil three o'clock in the morning."

" Did Mr. Mainwaring know of your discovery?"

"No; I had no opportunity to see him that evening

until too late, even if I had chosen to broach the subject

to him at that time."

" Might he not have discovered in some way that you

had found the will?"

'
' I think not. Why do you inquire ?'

'

" It only occurred to me if it might not be possible that

he had reason to think his secret had at last been dis-

covered, and, rather than face the consequences, com-

mitted suicide; but it seems improbable. But to think

that you are the son of the one whom I have always

considered the noblest of all the Mainwarings, and that

you, and not Hugh, are the rightful heir to the old Main-

waring estate \ I am more than glad, and Hugh will be

glad also. He will not begrudge you one shilling or have
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one unkind thought towards you, though I cannot lay the
same for his &ther.

"

" Hugh is a noble-hearted fellow," said Harold, warmly.
"He has promised me his friendship, and I believe he
will stand by it."

He spoke briefly of his plans ; of his business in London
for a few daj-s

; and, when the will should have been pro-
Uted in the English court, of his return to America to
establish his claim there.

"Mr. Mainwaring," said Miss Carleton, after a pause,
" I am inexpressibly glad to learn what you have told me,
and you have my sincerest wishes for your immediate
success. I appreciate, more than I can tell, your confi-
dence in permitting me to be the first to know of your
good fortune. May I be the first to congratulate you?"
He took the proffered hand; but, looking into the

beautiful eyes sparkling with happiness, his own face grew
serious, as he replied,

—

"I thank you for your congratulations and your good
wishes. Miss Carleton, but I sometimes question whether
my discovery, on that particular day, of the will—the last
link in the chain of evidence against Hugh Mainwaring—
was a matter for congratulation."

" How is that?" she inquired, quickly.

" Do you not see that when all these facts become known,
they may be used by my enemies to direct suspicion against
me as the possible murderer of Hugh Mainwaring?"
"Who would think of such a thing?" she exclaimed,

indignantly.

" Ralph Mainwaring will," »,j his prompt reply.
" He might try to incite the suspicions of others against

you, but he would know in his own heart that his insinua-
tions were unfounded."

"I have no fear of him," said Harold, with a smile:
3

,93
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"I only mentioned it to show that I do not utidpate

upon my return to America that my pathway will be ftrewn

with roses."

He paused a moment, then added, " I had this in mind,

Mia* Carleton, when I asked you once whether your con-

fidence in me were strong enough to stand a heavy strain,

if necessary."

She blu^ed slightly at the reminder, and a look of quick

comprehension flashed across her fiu:e, as, for an instant,

she dropped her eyes before his earnest gaze. When she

again looked up the luminous eyes met his own unwaver-

ingly, as she replied, in firm, low tones,

—

" I will believe in you and trust you to the fullest extent,

whatever happens.
'

'

"I thapk you more than I can express," he answered,

gravely; "for, believe me. Miss Carleton, I value your

confidence and friendship <ar above any and every other."

"I did not suppose you needed any assurance of my
friendship ; though, after your sudden departure from Fair

Oaks, I felt somewhat doubtful whether you cared for it."

He did not reply at once, and when he did, it was

evident he was repressing some strong emotion. "I feel

that there is an explanation due you for my manner of

leaving Fair Oaks. I am aware that it had the appearance

of rudeness, but I can only say that it was from necessity

and not from choice. There is something more which I

hope some day to tell you. Miss Carleton, but, until I can

speak as I wish to speak, it is best to remain silent ; mean-

while, I will trust to your friendship to pardon whatever in

my conduct may seem abrupt or inexplicable."

The conversation was terminated at this point by the

appearance of Lieutenant Cohen, whom Harold Mainwaring

introduced as an old classmate, and presently all three

adjourned to the dining-saloon.
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ofIt*^*'
M.in*»ring ««1 Mi« Carlcton the remainderof the voyage paased imriftly and pleasantly, and the friend

t ^^hf' Trl"^'^ ''"•"-'> --X
,K K^ *^ ° """^ "^ '°"« P"«^ •««*«*•> them. «,dthough M,. Crleton «,metime. detected on the^"?
her compamon a studied avoidance of pen»a«l .Zcteye

,
wh.Ie wondering slightly .t his ^If'impo^d^S'

.

Je often read .n his dark eye. a language ^do^llthan words, and was content to wait
It was his desire that the other memben of her party-.ould sun ren«.in in ignorance of his real idenuV^

ton and daughter «x,n made their appearance and greet^ftc quond^n secretary with unaffected cordiality.Z^Tliomtonwas too deeply engrossed in renewing acqua.^

to the younger man, while Edith felt in duty bound todevote herself to the entertainment of M™. l^^^,
^dfcabeUtasIc which Miss Carleton was not at alldis^
air weaAer had become an established &ct nd l^d hadbeens.ghted did M.. Mainwaringand her ."

..terappm

:^S't^:- r;fz"
--'''-'«- ^^-^--^

nec^rvt"*;''^"'
"'"^'^ ""'• *«» Car'«o° ^vasnece^inly bnef. She gave him her address, saying,-

I would be delighted if you could considfr ^1.
see you often before your return. '

'

"I thank you, Miss Carleton," he replied. "If niesent^-umstances would admit of it, nothfng would '-vH;^er pleasure than to accept your invftation, bufL^^""^ conditions it is, of coun>e, impracticable, itn
•9S
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sot now ity how long I will remain in London, but I with

to make my «tay «* brief ai poaible, and to that end shall

devote almoat my entire time to businea ; but," he added,

with a peculiar smile, " I shall not leper* the oRence

committed at Fair Oaks. You may rest assured I shall not

return to America without seeing you, and I hope at that

time to be able to speak more definitely regarding my

fiiture."

There was that in his eyes as he spoke that suffused the

&ir English face with lovely color and caused a tender,

wistful smile to linger about the sweet mouth long after he

had left her side. '

He was one of the finit to land, and Mias Carleton,

watching from the deck, saw, almost as soun as he had

reached the pier, a fine-looking gentleman in the prime of

life step quickly out from the crowd, and, grasping him

cordially by the hand, enter at once into earnest conversa-

tion. Harold Mainwaring turned towards the steamer for

a parting salute, and, as both gentlemen raised their hats,

she recognized in the new-comer, Alfred Barton, the junior

member of the firm of Barton & Barton. She watched

them until they dis.inpeared in the crowd, then, turning to

rejoin her companions, she noted, standing at a little dis-

tance, the slender, dark-eyed individual whom she had

observed on previous occasions, also watching the scene

with a smile of quiet satisfaction, much like that which

Mr. Merrick's face had worn at the beginning of the

voyage.



CHAPTER XVII

Um riNM A WAV

MiiTJ!rr
^^"^ ""•"" """• "'""" Mainwring enteredM» Carieton. pnvate drawing-room in Mr. Thornton',

London home. Soon after her arriviU in the city .he h«l
received from him a brief note of apology. Mating that
unexpected bu.ine« of the greatest importance would ren-
der .t .mpo«.ble for him to call a, early a, he had antici-
pated; hence thi. was their dm meeUng since the leave-
taking on board the " Campania."
As Mi« Carieton stepped forward with cordial «nile and

hand extended to welcome her visitor, she wa, rfiocked at
the change m hi. appearance. He was pale, almost hag-
gard, and deep lines about the mouth .- d eyes toldTf
•ome intense mental strain. She gave a .w cry of aston-
ishment for it seemed as though years, instead of only afew weeks, had intervened since she had seen that (ace
"Mr. Mainwaring, you have been ill !" .he excUimed.
No, Miss Carieton," he replied, his face lighting with

a rare smile; "I have been perfectly well, but L of
Bleep and constant care and anxiety have told rather
•everely on me. Nothing more serious, I assure you "
"Anxiety!" she repeated, at the same time motioning

ilv H^'T ' """ "'''•
" ^'"''y 5'°" <'° "°» "°«cil»teany difficulty in establishing your cUim ?'

'

"No difficulty so far as its validity U concerned. My
attomeys aamre me there can be no question as to thaiwith such inefiitable "- • •

unlooked-for
proofs in my possession, but some

complications have
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10 prepare ounelvet to meet them. But I did not call to

bunlen you with my perplexities, Mia Culeton. Tell me
of jrouneir I tnitt you have been well «nce I iMt aw
you."

"Yet, I am utually well," aid Mia Carleton, who

thought ihe detected on the part of her viiitor an avoid-

ance of any detaili concerning himaelf ; " but I have been

rather bored of late." Then, in amw r to hii look of

inquiry, she conunued, "Of coune, on account uf Hugh
Mainwaring'i death, we have been living very quietly since

our return, but, notwithstanding that fact, society has been

paying due homage to the pr08|iective increase of fortune

and added social position of the Mainwarings I am not

particularly fo:id of society in the ordinary sense of 'he

word, you know, and I have found it exceedingly tiresome."
'

' From reports, I should judge < society' to be very fond

of yourself," he remarked, with a smile.

" After its own fashion," she replied, smiling in return

;

"but it becomes very monotonous. It is the same old

round, you know, only that just now it bows a little lower

than formeriy, while It mingles condolenca and congratu-

lations in the most absurd manner. One hears, 'Such a

dreadful aflair I so shocking, don't you know I' and ' Such

delightful fortune I I quite envy you, my dear !' all in the

same breath. I am only awaiting what society will ay
when the real facts become known."

Harold Mainwaring made no reply, but a strange palHr

oveiBpread his already pale bee, M which Min Carleton

wondered.

"I have thought very often of you during these past

weeks," she continued, "and felt quite impatient to learn

how you were progressing, and your note was so brief, you

know. It left so much tmsaid. I fear you for;get how

interested I am in all that concerns yourself."



LOVE nWM A WAV
"No," he replied, Ocmly, "I do nol feffet : «d I•PP»c(.te your interot in me even though I njy not -em

e^«Kl dunng .he .light p.u.e which folloved. Z
co«^« her .pp„hen.ion,. He «id nothing fanher, ho^

.ndri,eerii-.ne« which .he WMtr from feeling
•< I hoped to h.ve the pl.»u„ of meeting you often ere.h». .nd my uncle imd cou«„ would h.ve 1^ .^ZZwelcome you to their home during yo^r «.y i„ ildon.but they have Ju« gone out of town for . few d.yi "

.Jm^""?'"'
*" ^''*°"'" he replied, quietly, "I

::t"y<:i;if'r.'
"^"'»"-'

^ -•-"^- •o - no*^

••To-morrow!" Ae excUimed, while her own cheek-uddenly paled. " Do you return «,««„ ?"
**

r.lll,'':'
'''' '"'''"*• **""'»« her emotion, «,d .peddng»p.dly to conceal hi. own feeling,; -'my bu^n^^w

.^ '.!^ u
?""'• "" "'^"°'' "ore =on.plex than I.n c.^ed, but I shall renam well equipped for'he ba^. •

And you will w.n, I am «,re. -.-Il „« wmethinK^M,ng your plans • she added, with a wistfi,l ^Tle^,^^

^Mr A,r!^T"'°°
*" """" "»" »« -ed to betray,

.n^i. .
"^ ^°" 8°^ ""h "e to America." he id^long cheerfully; "and we have already ;ab2l^i

•tructions to Mr. Sutherland, my New York attorn^;^.ng the initiatory ..ep,. L. Barton and^S
will be accompanied by Jame. Wilson, the old «rv.n"Tho

I. ^ .
I*
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witiMMd the ewctttion of the wUI,"—Mte Carlttoii't tjm

brightened,—"ami alio by thoroughly competent, Am-

cliM Scotland Yard officer."

She gave a low exclamation. " I mc what a poweiftil

wilnca old Wihon will make ; but the detective, what wiU

you do with him?"

"We are going to inveitigate the murder of Hugh

Mainwanng," he laid, calmly.

"Why, wrely, you cannot mean " Oie hckitated.

"You do not think that lutpicion will be directed agaimt

any of the goat* at Fair Oaki, do you?"
" My dear Mia Carleton, I cannot ny at pccwnt. Per-

haps," he added, slwly, looking iteadily into her eyei,

"perhapt, when all ii over, wapicion will be directed

agaimt myielf n unmistakably that public opinion w^ll

pronounce me guilty."

"I cannot believe that," she cried; "and even were

it so,—should the whole world pronounce you gvilty,—

I

would still believe you innocent ; and I think," she added,

quickly, "that is your object in employing a detective : by

finding the real murderer, you will esublish your own

entire innocence."

"May God grant it!" he replied, with a fervor she

could not understand. " I thank you. Miss Carleton, for

your kind words ; I shall never forget them ; and, however

the battle goes, I can feel there is one, at least, whose

friendship and confidence arc mine, can I not?"

"Most assuredly, Mr. Main^-sring. Kut why do you

speak as though there were a poeiibil.iy of defeat or

failure? I am so confident that you will win, after the

story of your life that you ha/e given me, that I am all

impatience to ioam the outcome of the contest, just as

having read one chapter in some thrilling romance I am

eager for the next."

- ^?»o
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He nlled at her compariion. •• RoU life, m wdl m
foiMiice, MMnetima rontiim (urtling iuri>rMa, Mia Cute-
ic The next chapl-.rmiKht prove lea pIcMUil."

She looked keenly into hU bee for • moRMnt, and her
manner became aa lerioua aa hia own.

" There muat be lomething," she aid, "of which you
have no< told roe ; if w, I will not a>k your confidence
until you choow to bestow it, nor do I trutt you, penon-
ally, any the leai. h only teemed to me, with your praa-
pecti of iuccen, and the great wealth and envUble poaitioa
»c luon to become youn, there could be no unpleamt
anticipationa for the future."

A bitter imile croMcd hi) &ce, a* he inquired in lo«,
tenie tone*, " Of what avail rt wealth and poaition to one
who linda an iniurmounuble harrier piMed between him-
•elf and all that he holds most precious on earth t"
"I fear I do not understand you," she replied. "lean-

not imagine any barrien surrounding you ; and did they
exist, my judgment of you would be that you would find
some way to surmoimt or destroy them."

There are some barriers, some fetters, " he said, - - Jy,
"against which humanity, even at its best, is power.ess."
"Yes," she answered, a touch of sadness in her voice

;

"and there are sometimes sorrows kad troubles in which
even the closest and warmest friendship is powerless to aid
or comfort.

'

'

" Don't allow yourself to think that of your friendship
for me," he said, quickly. " Assured of your confidence
and sympathy, I shall be ten limes stronger to bee what-
ever the future may bring. If I gucceed >n what I am
about to underuke, I shall one day tell you all that your
friendship ha>' »>een worth to me. If I fiul, the thougnt that
you belie- .. and trust me, while it will not be aU
thatlcoul^ -1, may be all that lean aak."
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"And If jrou ihouid bit," ihc queried, ilowljr,

jrou give iiM no opportunity to ihow jrou, and othcn, mjr

cooAdence in you, even then?"

"Mydeu Mia Carlciaa," he replied, in tons irenni'

loia with nipprcaed Ming, " much a* I appreciate your

UadncM, I woulH never, now or at any future time, will-

ingly mar your . or your happineai by asking you to

hart any burden which might be laid upon me. I would

at lean leave you to vo your way in peace, while I went

"And t?" the aaked, reproachAiIly. "Would it con-

tribute to my happinea, do you think, to remember the

onow and Miflering which I was not allowed to ihaK >"

" Could you not forget r'

"Never I"

The young m-tn iprang to his (--^ abruptly, hit hot

working with emotion, and took t- r three i i« about

the room. At lut he pauied, dirccti; n front of hi.'r, and,

folding hit arm*. Mood looking down i. o the beautiliil eyes

that met hit own m unfliu .lingly. He wai outwitrdly calm,

but the imouldering fire which wemed to gleam in hii dark

eya told of intense mental excitement.

" Mi« Carlt >n," he laid, itowly, in tow tones, but yet

which vibrated tiirough her whole being, " you are almost

cnid in your kindness ; you will yet make a coward of me I"

" I have no fear of that," she answered, quietly.

" Yes, a coward I Instead of remaining silent as I in-

tended, and keeping my trouble within my own breast, you

will compel ..\e in nlf-defence to lay that which will only

give you pain to hear, thereby adding to my own suffering.

"

" Perhaps y' i misjudge," she replied, and her voice had

a ring of pathos in it; "any word of explanation—no

matter what—would be less hard for me to endure than

thisi



LOVB FINDS A WAV
"Ood know I would iMk« full vxpknMiMi if I could.

Iiw I CMMM. «nd I fc«f Uwr, ii nothing I tan a^ iImI «U|
«o»«ld toyour Mpenw. Mi* Cwtooii, you muM nMd
nowofdi from „, „ ^,,| you lh«l I tev, you. I hav«
lo*«. yc. .Inuw from the ( d.y of our meetin,. .nd
wh.tever life n»y h.». In More for .nc, yo... wd you .k»..
•rill h.». my lev. But. lorin you « I do, could I h.ve
looked forward lotheprcMnl time.cauld I feroMMMni
h«vc forr«*n wh«t wm .waiting me. believe roe. you ihoukl
never have known l.y word or took, or uiy other Hm. ofmy love." • •

»•

He puned moment, then continued. " (f that weiv
•», I might have borne it ; I could have locked my love
forever within my owr heart, and suffered in lileoce; but
the bet that you have given me lome rcawn to believe that
you were not wholly indifferent to roe.-the thought that I
might in time have won your love.-makei the poMibiliUei
of the fi-ture a thou«^.od timet harder to bear. hi. harder
to forego the joy. of r radiw when once you have had a
gl<m,«e within I It ^^ ,o thi. I alludH when I .poke

^ I^.',TTr^",*""'
•*"'" »''^"* ^"^^ "Xielf and

•II that I hold holicM and beat on earth I"
" But I do not undenund I" .he cried, her lovely color

deepening and her eye. glowing with a new light, until
Harold Mainwanng confe«ed to himwlf that never had heeen her w beautiful. •• What barrier could ever exi«
netween you and me?"

For an inatant he looked at her in wience, an agony of
love and longing in hi. eye. ; then drawing him.elf up to
hi. foil height, he aid. riowly,—
"Not until I can Mand before you free and clear fromU« fiuntBrt diadow of the murder of Hugh Mainwaiing,

W4U I ever a* for that moat preciou. gift of
tovel"
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Her &ce blanched at the mere poaibility suggeited by
hii words. "But you are innocent 1" she cried in swift

protest, "and you could prove it, even were suspicion

directed against you for a time."

"Even admitting that I were, the taint of suspicion is

sometimes as lasting as the stain of crime itself
"

She arose and stood proudly &cing him. " Do you

think I would fear suspicion 7 To hear from your own lips

that you love me and that you are innocent would be
enough for me ; I would defy the whole world !"

He did not at once reply, and when he spoke it was

slowly and reluctantly, as though pach word were wrung
from him by torture.

" My dear Miss Carleton, even to you I cannot say that

I am innocent.
'

'

There was a moment's pause, during which she gazed at

him, speechless with astonishment ; a moment of intense

agony to Harold Mainwaring, as he watched whether her

&ith in him would waver. But she gave no sign, though

she scanned his &ce, as the condemned criminal scans the

document handed him as the fateful day approaches, to

ascertain whether it contains his pardon or his death

sentence.

" Understand me," he said at last, gently, unable longer

to endure the terrible silence, " I do not admit that I am
in any way guilty, but until I am fully acquitted of any
share in or knowledge of the death of Hugh Mainwaring,

I can make neither denial nor admission, one way or the

other."

" But you still love me?" she inquired, calmly.

"Miss Carleton,—Winifred,—^how can you ask? You
are, and always will be to me, the one, only woman upon

earth."

" That is sufficient," she answered, with a strange, bright



LOVE nNDS A WAY
nlle; " my Uth in you i. perfect, ud fiUth and love cu
wut."

•• Wait, my love I until when ?" he cried.
"If needful, until Eternity's winlight dinpels Earth',

rfiadow. I Eternity holds ample compeniation for all of
Earth s waiting."

, m'J"u'
'"'' *^""*'" ^' '^''' '"'^ Prot»ting, while he

folded her to his breast, "you know not the risk you may
be runmng

;
I cannot accept the sacrifice that may be in-

volved.

"My decision is taken, and it is irrevocable," she an-
swered, with an arch smile; then added, "There can be
no barriers between us, Harold, for Love wiU find a way I"



CHAPTER XVIII

I

I

AN UNFORESEEN rOE

Though nearly lix weeks had elapsed since the death of

the master of Fair Oaks, and as yet no light had beea

shed on that mysterious event, the interest of the public

mind in the affair had in no wise abated during this bri'

interim. On the contrary, its curiosity had been so whetted

by the partial revelations of the inquest, thaf •* had eagerly

followed each step of the legal proceedings Jing towards

the inevitable contest over the property, ready to hail with

delight the appearance of the Mainwaring skeleton when

it should step forth from its long hiding to disclose the

secrets of the past.

As early as possible, a petition, setting forth the terms

and conditions of the last will and testament of Hugh

Mainwaring, and praying for letters of administration in

accordance therewith to be issued to William H. Whitney,

the executor named in said will, had been filed in the dis-

trict court. A few days thereafter, the petition of Eleanor

Houghton Mainwaring, for letters to be issued to Richard

Hobson, was also filed. The hearing in the application

for letters of administration occupied several days ; very

little evidence was adduced, however, which had not

already been given at the inquest, and in due time an order

was issued by the court, appointing Mr. Whitney adminis-

trator of the estate, with instructions that the same be ad-

justed according to the terms of the lost will. From this

order, Eleanor Houghton Mainvraring, through her attor-

ney, Hobson, had appealed, and the contest had at last

begun.
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For greater convenience during the legal proceedingi,
Ralph Mainwaring had closed the surburban residence, dis-
missing what servants were no longer needed, though still

retaining the new coachman, and had removed to Hugh
Mainwaring's city residence, where he and hu son made
themselves perfectly at home, dining with Mr. Whitney at
his club. Mrs. LaGrange, having been compelled to re-
sign her position at Fair Oaks, had also removed to the
city and taken apartments in a convenient hotel until the
termination of her suit.

The afternoon of the second day since the opening of
the case was drawing to a close ; the testimony on the ap-
pellant's side had been taken, and it was expected that the
respondent would be heard on the following day, when an
event ttuispired which completely overthrew all proceed-
ings had thus &r, and which promised the waiting public
developments as startling as could be desired.

This event was none other than the filing in the district
court of a document purporting to be the last will and
testament of the fath-r of the deceased Hugh Mainwaring,
by the terms of which the Mainwaring estate, as it then
existed, together with the bulk of his other property, passed
to Harcd Scott Mainwaring, an elder son who had been
previously disinherited, but was by this will restored to his
full rights. With this document, worn and yellow with
age, was filed a petition, setting forth the claims of one
Harold Scott Mainwaring, the lawfiJ, living, and only son
of the said Harold Scott Mainwaring named in the will,
but since deceased, and sole heir of the Mainwaring esute,
and praying for letters of administration to be issued to
George D. Sutherland, attorney for the said lawfiU heir.

The court adjourned amid intense excitement, just as
the newsboys were crying the headlines of the evening
papers,—

»07

I I

I'



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

" A New Heir to the Mainwahng Property I Discovery
of Will secreted more than Twenty-five Years ! Millions
wrongfully withheld from the Rightful Owner I"

Strangely enough, the two most interested in this unex-
pected turn of affaiiB were among the latest to learn the
surprising news. Ralph Mainwaring, having felt slightly

indispobed, and knowing that his side would not come up
for hearing until the following day, had made himself as
comfortable as possible in the elegant apartments which he
had appropriated to his own use, while his son had left the
court-room at an early hour to devote the , nainder of the
afternoon to letter-writing.

The latter glanced up from his writing and nodded
plea'wntly, as Mr. Whitney, pale with excitement, was
ushered by the butler into the library.

"Mr. Mainwaring, is your fether in?" the attorney in-

quired, hastily.

" I believe so,
'

' replied the young man, smiling broadly

;

" the last I knew, the governor was luxuriating in his rooms
up-stairs ; I think you will find him there now. How's the
case coming on, sir?" he added, as the attorney turned
quickly towards the hall. "Anything new developed?"

"Yes; decidedly new!" Mr. Whitney answered, rather
brusquely

;
" you had better join us up-stairs !" and he dis-

appeared.

The young man's fece grew suddenly serious, and, spring-
ing from his chair, he swiftly followed the retreating figure
of the attorney, arriving just in time to hear the latter ex-
claim, in reply to some question from his father,

—

" Well, sir, the storm has burst I"

Ralph Mainwaring was, as his son had said, ' • luxuriating'

'

in a supert- reclining chair, his eyes half closed, enjoying a
fine Havana, but the attorney's words seemed to produce
the effect of an electric shock.

20S
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"The deuce, sir I what do you man?" hedemwd-dinsuntly «uming an upright poaition

""""•^f
"I Bmply mean that what I have expected and dreadedall along has at last come to pan.

"

'• Then, since it was not unexpected, it is to be presumedU»t you were at least prepared for i, ! That sh^^Tnlh» d«.gnmg client must, at the last moment. hTvrexert^the.r inventive faculties to a remarkable degrU I

-

K 2^ ' «=<»"n«^," said the attorney, quietly ignoring

afternoon. •
Jevelopments of this

wafch^'l'tr '^
w""'

'"'"^ ""*'='' '"« "'"""y

vTn « ' ^"^ ""'" ""' "o™™* «> apparentYoung Mainwaring's boyish 6ce grew pale as he^^dhe occasionally glanced a, Mr. Whitney, as thoueh^W
jnh.sfi^e either confirmation or conf;dict3^^«'

KrllirhT' """""' -'^possessed, prese^'g

imlr ,

''^ ™°' '"'*^^"' "^Pidly assumed antoc»t apoplechc hue. the veins stand.ng out from h"temp.es ,,ke whip-cord.. and when he spoke his voiceTremW^ w,th rage He was the fir.t to b^k the silencri^wjh_an oath, he flung the papers upon the floor. ex^W

y^L'^inj^"
'^°""""" "^-^ '^"'^^""y' Mr. Main-w-nng, sa.d the attorney, -'and I shall have to admit

«>9
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that it certainly luul every appearance of genuinen«» ;
if

ft is a forgery, it is an exceedingly clever one."

"Do you mean to tell me that you believe, for one

moment, in thi» balderdaah ?" demanded Ralph Main-

waring, at the same time rising and striding about the

room in his -.vrath. "The utter abduidity of the thing,

that such a will ever existed, in the first place, and then

that it would be secreted all these yeaiB only to be ' dis-

covered' just at this critical moment I It is the most trans-

parent invention I ever heard of, and it is a disgrace to

your American courts that the thing was not quashed at

once I"

" That could not very well b« done," said Mr. Whitney,

with a quiet smile ; "and as the matter now stands, the

only course left open for us is to prepare ourselves for a

thorough investigation of the case."

" Investigation be damned !" interrupted the other, but,

before he could proceed fiirther, he was in turn interrupted

by young Mainwaring.

" I say, governor, you'd best cool down a bit and listen

to what Mr. Whitney has to say ; if this thing is a forgery,

we surely can prove it so; and if it isn't, why, all the

bluster in the world won't help it, you know."

Hia fether 6ced him with a look of withering contempt.

" ' If it is a forgery ! I tell you there are no • ifs' about

it. I suppose, though, you are just fool enough that, if any

man made a pretence of a claim to the estate, you would

simply hand it over to him, and thank hira for taking it off

your hands!"
" That's just where you are wrong, governor. 1 would

fight him, fair and square, and he would have to prove a

better claim than mine before he could win. But the point

is this, don't you know, you can fight better with your

head cool and your plans well laid beforehand."
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"The young nun U right," »id Mr. Whitney, quickly

:

there « every indication that our opponent, whoever or
whatever h. may be, i. well prepared for contesting the

"!f u
^ ""'''"'^'' he hai plenty of evidence on hi, .ide

and the best or legal counsel."

"Evidence, I B,ppo«,," interposed Ralph Mainwaring,
with a meer, " in support of a document that never existed,

u mT .""' ""'" ""'•' °" •''" <»« °f 'h" "^'h
;

for
Harold Mamwaring never had a living «,n. Have you
seen this remarkable individual ?"

" I believe no one in this country has seen hit., as yet.
".r. He IS expected to arrive on the ' Umbria,' which I
understand is due the early part of next week."
The &ce of the other showed slight surprise at this sute-

ment but, before he could speak, the young man in-
quired,

—

"I say, Mr. Whitney, what sort of a man is this attor-
ney, Sutherland ? Is he another Hobson ?•

'

Mr. Whitney shook his head significantly. " Mr. Suther-
Und u. one of the ablest men in hi, profession. I consider
him a fine jurist, an eloquent pleader, and a perfect gentle-
man. I had some converation with him after court ad-
journed, and while he, of couree. stated no details hepve me to understand that his client had a strong caseHe al«, informed me that Barton & Barton, of London,
had been retained in the case, and that his client would be
accompanied to this country by the junior member of thenrm, Alfred Barton."

"By Jove, that looks bad for us!" ejaculated young
Mainwanng, while his father excUimed, impatiently _

'• Barton & Barton ? Impossible ! that is mere bombast I^hy man. the Bartons, (ather and sons, have been the
6«..ly «,lu:itors of the Mainwarings for the past fifty yean,.The old firm of Barton & Sons had charge of the settle-
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mcnt of the oUte when it pMMd into Hugh Mainwaring'i

poMCMion at the death of hii bther."

"So I had undentood," laid the attorney; "I have

heard Mr. Mainwaring hlimelf ipeali of them."

"And," continued tlie other, "only a few days before

uling for America, I called at their chamlien in I«ndon

and told them of Hugh's intentions regarding my son and

received their congratulations. Now, sir, do you mean to

tell me, in the bee of all this, that Barton & Barton are

retained by this mushroom claimant, whoever he is ? Pooh I

preposterous I"

Mr. Whitney shook his head slowly. " Mr. Sutherland

is not the man to malie any misytatementt or allow himself

to be misinformed. All I have to say ia, if thotie attorneys

are rettlned in the case, it certainly looks as though our

opponent must have some tenable ground in support of his

claim. I am inclined to think they will make us a hard

fight, but I am confident that we will win in the end.

The main point is this : we must be prepared to meet them

on whatever ground they may take, and, aiter hearing their

side and the proof tliey set up, we can easily determine

our line of defence."

" To the deuce with your line of defence I I tell you,

Whitney, there is just one point to be maintained, and, by

my soul, it shall be maintained at any cost!" and the

speaker emphasized his words by bringing his clinched

hand down upon a table beside hii ith terrific force;

" that point is this : Harold Scott Mainnuring never had a

living, lawful son ; no such person exists, or ever has ex-

isted on the iace of the earth, and I can prove what I say
.

"

"Have you absolute proof of that?" Mr. Whitney in-

quired, quickly.

"I have," replied Ralph Mainwaring, triumphantly,

while his cold, calculating gray eyes glittered like burnished
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" Ifanx man think* I have been uleep for the pm
twenty-one yean, he ii deucedly miMaken. Mr. Whitney,
•ince the day of that boy'n birth," pointing to hin nn, •<

I

have had but one fixed renolve, which hai been paramount
to everything eluc, to which everything cIk hai had to Mib-
•erve,—the Mainwaring e«ute with iti milliona thould one
day lie hii. Not a day haa paaed in which thia wai not
uppermoM in my mind ; not a day in which I have not
•canned the horizon in every direction to detect the least

«hadow likely to intervene between me and the attainment
of the deareat object of my life. When the newa of Harold
Mainwaring'a death reached England, in order to guard
againit the ponibility of a claim ever being aiKrted in that
direction, I Kt myMlf at once to the taak of finding for a
certainty whether or not he had left any inaue. I never
reated day or night until, after infinite labor and paini,
I had »ecijred the certificate of the attendant physician to
the effect that the only child of Harold Mainwaring died
within an hour from its birth."

'

'
Have you that certificate now ?'

' inquired the attorney.
'

'
Not here ; it is among my private inpers at home. '

'

" Cable for it at once ; with the death of Harold Main-
waring's child fully established, the will would cut no figure,

one way or another.
'

'

"That will," said Ralph Mainwaring, fiercely, turning
upon Mr. Whitney with an expression which the latter had
never seen, "let me tell you, will cut no figure one way or
another in any event. That will, remember, is a forgery

;

and, if necessary, I will prove it so, if it takes my last shil-

ling and the last drop of my heart's jlood to do it ; do
you understand?"

The attorney understood, and was more than ever con-
vinced in his own mind that the old will filed that day waa
genuine.

"»
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Motnwhile, in Another put of the city, Mn. UGiugt
Mt alone in her •partmcati, •waiting the coming of P.ichurd

Hobmn. It wai coMideiaMy put the hour which he had

wt and daylight wai ilowly merging into dinlc, yrt enough

light itill remained to show the change* which Ibe laat few

week* had wrought in her fiice. Her featuret toekad

pinched and drawn, and a Mrange pallor had replaced the

rich coloring of the olive akin, while her dark eyea, cold

and brilliant aa ever, had the look of lome wild creah:re

suddenly brought to Niy. She nhuddered now, ai, from

her window, ihe aw the cringing form nf Hoh«m ap-

proaching the building.

"To think," she exclaimed to henelf, pawonately,

" that that creature is the oniy one to whom I can go for

counsel or advice I I loathe the very fight of him ; fool

that I was ever to place myself within his power I I

thought I could use him as a tool like the rest ; but it is like

playing with edged tools ; yet I dare not let him go."

A moment later, she heard a stealthy, cat-like tread in

the corridor outside, followed by a low, peculiar Up at the

door, and Hobaon entered.

Slie crossed the room slowly, keeping her face in the

shadow, and, motioning him to a chair, seated henelf op-

posite, watching him narrowly.

"You are late," she said, coldly, in response to his

greeting.

" Admitted, my lady," he replied, in his usual unctuous

tones, "but I naturally wished to ascertain all the (acts

possible regarding this new deal, and, seeing Whitney

nosing about on the trail, I decided to remain within

ear-shot and pick up what information I could second-

hand."

"What did you learn?"

" Nothing very definite, and yet enough, perhaps, to

*«4
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give ui our cue until Airther developmenli. My dear lady,

what do you think of thii new turn of afliiiii?"

"The whole thing i« timplx prepoileroia ; • piece of
the nuM conMimtwte •udscitjr I ever drruned of I"

"Hal I thought it would itrike you ai particularly

nervy. It i> the moiit daring bit of Invention I have lecn
for lome time ; and it muat be a pretty cleverly concocted

cheme and pretty well backed with the ducau aho, for I

learned tonight that the ' heir,' " laying ipecial emphasii
on the word, ' liai lecured the lervicct of Rarton tc Barton,

and thoM birJi are too old to be caught with chalT; betidei,

you know ai well ai I the part that flrm hai taken in the

Mainwaring aflaitK.
'

'

" Barton & Barton 7 Incredible I The CMe h hopek*
then for Ralph Mainwaring : he ii a fool if he expccu to

win."

" Just what I was leading up to. Whitney ii no natch
even for thii nian, Sutherland, and he will be a mere child

in the hands of the Bartons. Now, the question is, where
do we come in ? As you say, Ralph Mainwaring's <aae is

hopeless, unless " and he looked significantly at his

client.

"I do not think I quite catch the drift of your mean-
ing," she answered, slowly.

" Has it not occurred to you that there are not two peo-
ple in existence who can so quickly tear to shreds the scheme
of this impostor as you and I ? There is not a human
being living outside of myself who knows the real iacti

concerning that will; and who could give such effective

and convincing testimony regarding Harold Mainwaring's

son as yourself?"

"Admitting all this, what do you propose?"
" When Ralph Mainwaring has staked his highest card

and finds that the game is irrevocably lost, what will he

f
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Ml give at ih« Um critiol mooMnt (or mfafnct Mich «
wi ran then Airaiih him?"

" And which coune would you punut in thai (veol?"

ihc adtcd, a tinge t^ irony in her tone. " Would you

deny that luch a will evrr exiMed in bee of whatever

evidence may be brought forward in iti nipport? or would

you admit being a party to the dcMruction of the will ?"

" My dear madam, I am perfectly capable of conducting

thia aflikir to our mutual ntiibction and without running

my head into any trap, a» you lo pleaiantly niggeat. And
rig!'t here allow me to lay that it would he JuM a* well for

you not to make thow iminuatiom which you are to fond

of throwing out at random. A* I Mid before, no living

penon outiide of myielf, including even yourwif, knowi

the &cti regarding that will. You have your own nirmiici,

but they are only lurmiia, and you had beat keep them to

youtielf, ai you know enough of me by thii time to know
it will be to your interr it ' > u:cept nty nuggeitioni and tail

in line with my plana."

Her iace waa in the ihadow, and he did not lee the

icomful curl of her lip or her peculiar expraaion, a« ihe

remarked coldly,

—

" You are only wasting wordi and time in your efforti to

intimidate me. You have not yet made any tuggettiona

or outlined any plans. I have asked you what you propcae

to do."

" I have not time to go into delails, but, briefly stated,

I propow, when the right opportunity presents itself, to

prove, fint, that this document filed to-day is a forgery.

If I can show conclusively that the original will was acci-

dentally lost, or intentionally destroyed, or if I happen to

have the original in my possession,—under any of these

conditions I gain my first point. Then, through your

testimony, I shall demonstrate unequivocally a still more
3|6
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iaponut point, thai ihu lo-called h«ir ii •
poMor, thai no wch indivlduat exiui."
"And for (hit, you npcci—what?"

J'lV^^ l*^"
''•^'^ • '»'"•«"«' r«nunemloo. lo

he divided, of coune. between you««lf .ml mywlf, and
R«lph Mainwaring »i|| only too Rladly give the half of hi.
kingdom for nich wrvicet."

'• And your tertimony would have w much weight with
IWphM.inw.ring and the Banom, and with everyone
ehe who ha. any knowledge of your lA)ndon hi^.y I"

Hobion winced viiibly, but before he could reply .he
continued:

'^'

"You are ulking the mo«t arrant fooliihnea. You
know that thow men would not allow your teitimony in
«»irt

;
they would very quickly procure evidence to ihow

that your word, even under oath, i. worthier ; that you are
a liar, a perjurer and a "

'• Not K,ft«, no, «,&,,, my u^y. ifp.«hi«orie.are
to be nked up, I know of one which embrace, a much
wider area than London alone; Melbourne, for inrtance,
and Pari, and Vienna, to lay nothing of more recent
event.!"

"Do your wont, and I will do mine :" i*e replied, de-
fi«ntly. •' That is nothing to the point, however. What I
have to lay i. thU

: You are a fool if you think that you or
I can ever extort money from Ralph Mainwaring. He
would give no credence whatever to anything that you
might My, and if once my identity were revealed to him
he would go through fire and blood rather than that one
ihilling of his should ever become min-."
" And what do you propose to dc he asked, nUlenly
Do you intend to gi ve up the game ?"

"Give up? Never! I would give my life fin, I i
will yet have my revenge on the Mainwaring., one and aU

:

"7
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and I will repay them double for all the Insult and ignominy

they have heaped upon me."
'
' That is to the point ; but how will you accomplish it ?"

said Hobson, in a more conciliatory tone, for each feared

the other, ai-J he thoroughly understood the spirit of his

client. " Let us be reasonable about this
; you and I have

too much at stake and too many interests in common for

us to quarrel like children."

"If I were differently situated, I can assure you we
would then have very few interests in common, '

' she re-

plied, bitterly.

" Well, supposing you were, what would you do in this

case?" he inquired, softly, apparently taking no notice of

her remark, but in reality making a mental note of it for

future reckoning.

" Defeat Ralph Mainwaring, by all means ; if necessary,

produce testimony to show that this will is genuine. If he

spends his last shilling to fight the case, so much the better.

Then, when the case is settled and this so-called heir is

master of the situation, or supposes himself so, bring suit

to show that he is an impostor, and assert my own claim

as the nearest living heir."

Hobson whistled sofily. " A plan worthy of your am-

bition, my lady, but hardly feasible. It is one thing to

assert a claim, and smother to be able to establish it.

Through your over-ambition you would lose in the end,

for, should you succeed in dispossessing this stranger,

Ralph Mainwaring would surely come forward with his

claim, and you would be beaten."

" When I lay down arms to a Mainwaring, I will lay

down my life also," she answered, proudly.

•• You think so, perhaps ; but let me tell you the best

course for you to pursue is to make terms, either with Ralph

Mainwaring, as I first suggested, or else with this new-comer
3.8
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:^lt:^T -•"'^o-^xU.^.temng u. expo. hi.

Mrs. UGmnge m«ie no reply, and Hobwn, ri,ing to
.-! .J^eave, «,w her (ace for the fim time and paused sur-
P ised at Its strange expression.
" Well ?•- he said, with a look of inquiry

scarcely ^emed her own. "I was wishing, just for themoment that this st™„ger, whoever he miy be ^ i„r«l.ty the one he claims to be. I would need no at^"
to make terms with him then !"

'^

" You forget
; he would be a Mainwaring I"

jy*' *'"^ ''^"'°"''' ^ "'^'"''y Mainwaring and the

have loved him better than my own life.
>

"Love!" repeated Hobson, with a sneer. "Whowould ever have thought to hear that word from your lips -

But how about your son, Walter ; do you not love him ?"
'

Him
!

she exclaimed, passionately ; •' the price I paidhoping to win Hugh Mainwaring
! I am proud of hiHmy own flesh and blood, but love him ? Never I"

' But you have not yet told me what you think of myl^t suggestion," he said, tentatively, watching her closely

r„« J^."""
^^^'^ '"'*""'>'= ri»i"g with all her ac-customed hauteur and turning from him with a gesture ^f

dismissal, she replied,—

"Come to me later, when I shall have measured lances

w
""" "7 "PP""^"'' ^d you shall have your answer "

w,tK hT ? 'P°''^°' *'"' her dismissal was final, andwith darkemng &ce he left the room.

»9



CHAPTER XIX

MUTUAL RECXKSNITIONS

The sudden turn of afTairs in the Mainwaring caie ex.

cited no small amount of comment, and for the next ensuing
days speculation was rife concerning the recently discovered
will, but more particularly regarding the new and unknown
claimant. At the clubs and elsewhere it formed the prin-

cipal topic of conversation, and Ralph Mainwaring was
loud in his denunciations of the , one as a forgery, and of
the other as an impostor. To all such remarks, however,
as well as to the questions of the curious, Mr. Sutherland
had but one reply, accompanied by a slow, quiet smile

;

that on the day set for the hearing, he would not only prove
the validity of the will, but would also establish, beyond
all doubt or question, the identity of the claimant.

As a result, public curiosity was so thoroughly aroused,

that upon the arrival of the "Umbria, '

' an unu-sual crowd of
reporters was assembled at the pier, notwithstanding a pour-
ing rain, and the gang-plank had no sooner been thrown
down than a number of the more ambitious rushed on
board, eager to be the first in gaining some bit of informa-
tion or personal description. Their efforts, however, were
unsuccessful, as the individuals whom they most desired to

meet remained in their state-rooms and declined to be
interviewed. Not until the crowd had about dispersed and
the patience of a few of the more persistent was nearly ex-
hausted, was their zeal rewarded by the sight of a party of
four Englishmen, who hastily left the boat, completely en-

veloped in heavy mackintoshes, and, taking a closed car-
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n«ge which was awaiting them, were driven rapidly to the
Waldorf Hotel.

r j
~-m

At the hotel the party still remained inaccessible to all
visitors with the exception of Mr. Sutherland, who spent
much of his time in their apartments. It was ascertained
that the party consisted of two gentlemen, one of whom
was accompanied by a valet, the other-presumably the
attomey-by a clerk, but all efforts towards gaining any
more definite information prove absolutely futile The
arrival by the next steamer of another stranger, an elderly
gentleman, who immediately joined the party at the Wal-
dorf, after having registered under an evident alias, only
served to deepen the mystery.

Upon the arrival of the day set for the hearing of the
proof m support of the ancient will, the court-room was,
at an early hour, packed to its u'most capacity. Occupying
a prominent place were Ralph Mainwaring and his son
accompanied by Mr. Whitney, the sensitive face of the
attorney more eager and alert than ever. At some distance
from them, but seated rather conspicuously where she could
command a good view of all that occurred, was Mis. La-
Grange, while in a remote comer of the court-room par-
tially concealed by the crowd, was Richard Hobson.

Within a few moments preceding the appointed hour,
Mr Sutherland appeared. His entrance caused a sudden
hush of expectation throughout the crowd and all eyes were
immediately turned in his direction. Accompanying him
was a gentleman whose bearing commanded universal ad-
miration, and whom the Mainwarings instantly recognized
as the English barrister whose connection with the case
they had deemed so incredible. But a still deeper surprise
awaited them. Immediately following the attorneys was a
young man whose features and carriage were familiar, not
only to the Mainwarings, but to scores of spectators as well.
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I those of the privat<s lecretary of the deceased Hugh

Mainwaring, whose testi.nony at the inquest had created to

much of a sensation, and whose sudden disappearance

thereafter had caused considerable comment. There was

a ripple of excitement through the court-room, and the

Mainwarings, father and son, watched the young man with

strangely varying emotions, neither as yet fully compre-

hending the real significance of his presence there.

"The secretary!" exclaimed Mr. Whitney, in a low

tone. " Can it be possible that he is concerned in this?"

" He is probably the hired tool by means of which this

has been brought about. I might have known as much !"

replied the elder man, his old hatred and wrath reviving

with greater intensity than ever, bnt before he could pro-

ceed further his glance fell on the secretary's companion.

He was a tall, elderly gentleman, with snow-white hair

and beard, but with form erect and vigorous, and with

piercing eyes which met those of Ralph Mainwaring v.ith

a flash, not of recognition alone, but of disdain and de-

fiance that seemed to challenge him to do his utmost.

With a muttered oath, the latter half rose from his ch^r,

but at tnat instant his attention was arrested by the two

men bringing up the rear ; one, small and of uncertain

age, the other, older even than he appeared, and bearing

the unmistakable air of an English servant. As Ralph

Mainwaring recognized James Wilson, the last relic of the

old Mainwaring household, he suddenly grew pale and sank

back into his chair, silent, watchful, and determined ;
while

his son and the attorney, quick to note the change in his

appearance, made neither inquiries nor comments, but each

drew his own conclusion.

There was one other to whom the white-haired gentle-

man did not seem an utter stranger. Mrs. LaGrange from

her post of observation had watched the entering party
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with vUble signs of excitement. Her lips curled in •
mocking smile as she caught sight of the secretary, but

glancing from him to his companion, she involuntarily re-

coiled in terror, yet gazed like one fescinated, unable to

remove her eyes from his (ace. Suddenly the piercing eyes

met her own, their look of astonishment quickly changing
to scorn. She flushed, then paled, but her eyes never

Altered, flashing back mocking defiance to his anger and
scorn for scorn.

Meanwhile, the quondam secretary, seated between the

attorneys on the one hand and his elderly companion on
the other, seemed alike unconscions of the many curious

glances cast in his direction and of the dark looks of Ralph
Mainwaring now fastened on him. At a little distance was
the old servant, his immovable features expressing the ut-

most indifference to his surroundings, looking neither to

the right hand nor to the left.

Not so with the remaining member of the party, the so-

called "clerk !" Seated beside the English barrister, his

eye seemed to sweep the entire court-room with a glance
that omitted no details, not even the cringing form of
Hobson, who quailed and seemed to be trying to shrink
still further into concealment as he felt himself included in

the search-light of that gaze. But no one saw the slip of
paper which, p moment later, was handed to Alfred Barton,
and by him passed to Mr. Sutherland. There was a hur-

ried filling out of blanks lying among the papers on the

table, a messenger was despatched, two or three men edged
themselves into the crowd in Hobson's vicinity,—and that

was all!

Promptly at the time appointed the case was called.

There was perfect silence throughout the court-room as Mr.
Sutherland arose, holding in one hand the ancient will, and
with breathless attention the crowd listened for the opening

M3
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wordi of what wu to prove one of the fierceit and moit

bitter contests on record, and of whose final termination

even the participants themselves little dreamed.

After a few preliminaries, Mr. Sutherland said, addrea-

ing the court,

—

"Before proceeding farther, your honor, I will give

orders for the subpsna, as a witness in this case, of one

Ricliard Hobson, a/ias Dick Carroll."

Then turning towards the crowd in the rear of the court-

itxrni, he added, " Let the papers be served at once I"

There was a stir of excitement and a sudden craning of

neclis in the direction indicated by the attorney's glance,

where three men had sprung forward in obedience to his

orders.

Hobson, at the first mention of his name, had glanced

quickly about him as though seeking some means of escape,

but on hearing the a/iaj—the name he had supposed un-

known in America—he paused for an instant, seemingly

half paralyzed with terror. But the sight of the approach-

ing sheriff broke the spell, and he made a sudden lunge

through the crowd in the direction of an open window.

His progress was speedily checked by one of the deputies,

however, and afler a short, ineffectual struggle he sullenly

submitted.

" Bring the witness forward," said Mr. Sutherland, with

his calm, slow smile ; " we may call upon him before long,

and he would probably prefer a seat convenient to the wit-

ness stand.
'

'

As he was seated opposite and facing the English party,

it was noted that the 'ace of the old servant lighted up with

a look of recognition, and he watched the new-comer with

evident interest. Hobson, having carefullj avoided the

eyes of both Alfred Barton and the private secretary, soon

became aware of Wilson's scrutiny, and after regarding him

1X4
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fixedly for a moment seemed suddenly to rerooni,- k- :
turn, and also to realise at the Ir^^

'^08"'" him in

a h. 5h to fall over the crowded court-room •

mmd and memory, but now u,k,„ my death-bed Z^ m

to the nearest l.vmg hein> of the Mainwarings bu on nn

toolet' a^°*
"""^ *'" ''™«'^'l- "°'»«°''' feelings,^ deep and genume at that moment for disguise werepU.n|y mirrored in his face. Having for y^^^^JZ
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. , .u- A^A and that Mtoniihroent, tew, »na

a,:i" ra^'ct^o; hU rc.ur«. tnerging into «t^
'"=™ °«^ ^ pronounced the tume. of the

F^Tfew Lconds hi. brain reeled, and he «w only the

, of .jTd^rman ..it looked th.t night.-tem «.d



CHAPTER XX
OWNINIl riKK,

.iT^TT ' ^'"""' ^'"^ """^ »"» o". John Wil«>n,who h.d given ,„,imony,t the in.,ue.t. though unaww^
of the retatiomhip between them.

in.ri!!''..T""!r'"
"'.^ "" '"°"''^' "''" ••"• -^ P«'i"'n.ne.,

' I undentand you were for a number of ye.™ in.hr employ of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring, the tctatorwho* name ii affixed to this will ; i, that w ?• •

,J1J"'
"''" *" "* "P'>'' *''"« 'he attention of thecrowd wu at once riveted upon the witnew.

"Will you .tate how long you were in hi, employ, and
in what capacity ?" />•"««

" I*" h|» valet, .ir, from his twenty-fifth year until thed.y of h.s death, a little above thirtyfive yL. sir; anddunng h,. last illness, of about three months. I ^Thnim constantly, you might say, sir."

" Do you recognise the document just read in your hear-mg as anything which you have heaid before ?"
"That I do, sir."

"State when and under what circun„tances you have
previously heard it." ^ ^^'

"Atthedeath-bedof Mr. Ralph Mainwaring. sir. twenty
five years ago the seventeenth of last November. I was
present at the making of that will. sir. the night beforeMr. Mainwanng died. I heard him give thosf words toAe Uwyer, and then heard them read to him before the
will was signed."

»»7
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"By whomw«»ltdi»wn?" ....
"By Rlch/ird HobKWi. tlr; the mwi rittlng ther*.

pointing to the ihrinking figure of Hob«)n,

" Do you podtively identify that mM u the writer of

"That I do, lir," with marked emphaai.
,
" when one

once K« eye. on the like« o' him. he', not likely to forget

himMMn." „ „ .

"Wa. Richard Hol»on the attorney of Mr. Main-

""Ah. no, .ir." with evident «:oTn ;
"hi. attorney w„

Mr. Alfred Barton, the lather, .ir, of thi. gentleman, in-

dicating the Engliri. barrirter, while the intere.t of the

crowd ojepened. .iiv
" How, then, wa. thi. man e-nployed to draw the will?

"Ml Barton wa. out of town, .ir; and a. Mr. Main-

waring wa. dying and naught would «ti»fy him but to have

.lawyer, they brought Mr. Barton', clerk.

" State the circum»tance. under which thi. will waa

dniwn; wa. Mr. Mainwaring influenced by anv one to

inake it?"

"He wa. influenced by none but hi. own coMcience,

rir. You «*, .ir. three or four year, before he wa. very

angry with hi. elder «,n, and cut him off without a .hilling

and gave everything to Mr. Hugh But it broke hi. h»rt

to do it, for Mr. Harold wa. hi. favonte, a. indeed he wa.

evervbodv's, -hough he never mentioned hi. name ag^m

::^T.^^^ he'made the will. Well, «', aUtha^a^

we knew he wa. dying, and he knew it, and he wa.^ !«.

till late at night, when of a imdden »>« '<»"» '°/«'
J^

Uwyer. Mr. Hugh tried to put him off. and told u. lus

mind wa. wandering; but 'twa. nou.e; and the carnage

^ «„, for Mr. Barton, and when wo.1 «» brought b«k

that •'e wai out of town, it was sent again and brought back
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J V. „„ i^':;^"rixi,Tz

" Who else wu present ?"

HX^^-er^?;'."'"
«""• ^^y McPhe^., Mr.

"Noo„eel«? Were there no phy.. « present?"^^Thcre were phj^cian. in the ho^, ... Z^Zl the

'•He*dl^* f'/'• ^""'^°« "^« .fterwardsr

«d««ned ...isfied."
''""'' *"" '«' «««' -X

" What was oone with the will ?"

;•
Mn Hol»on took it away with him that night."Have you ever seen it since ?"

"No, sir."

thJ'JJr T^"-"
'^'^ "' '""""'X' ^O'inK the witnes.

/uu iiaw amxJd to the will upon that niirht ?•

'

.,„!"'.!"•.*!' •*.^'-; Mainwaring-s writing, onlyHu
McPherson's writing Iknow.

' you mark that blot after his

"9
name? I re.

V 'III
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„«„t« hta f«-i«« «1«. nigh, bcc-r h. h«l b.«ud .h.

'*^And .h. third n«n., i. th.t ih. «gn..ur. of .h.. ««..

'"'IrJn^'^Kh; .bou. th.. n«»-. writing." th.
o|J

Wlol t^cd. with . .hrcwU look; "l«.t you will mind

!!rorn.mc i. the -m. writing « th. will it^lf. .nd h.

wrote th.t .nd .igned hi. name to it, for I «w h..n^

" And you have neither k«. th« will, nor hewd it re-l

until thii morning?"

"No, iir." „.
» You have retnembered it all the* yew.?

..iTybe no. word for word. .ir. but I have kept the

r::L:i^;:j^L. .hi. *. .he wm d»w„ up on th.

night of which you .peak?"

"Thai lam, rir."

" Did you ever .peak to anyone of thi. will?

"?o„onebutmV«n,.lr. ^"- H"«\^r;"n
that iort of a man, I could not .peak to h.m about it, or

Sa^tlirbrother. I '^'^ ^^ U »ilo.^^ ^V^^
Sold place in hope, that «,me day Mr. Ha-M ->d

«™e tick to have a look at hi. old home, and i could

fTwrnrf it (or I thought thing, h«l not gone right al-

rJX mn welTni of hi, death, and I thought.

witoo late J
I could do no good by ,peak.ng. and I held

my tongue until the young gentleman came.

WilTw.. then di,mi»ed and Hol»on -» "-» ^J
to the «and. More even than tf>e readmg of the old will,

I .ruTwhich had dawned upon Hob^n", m.nd » he

J. .he piercing ga.e of .he ^^^'^Z^'^^'^Z
Omt the position which he had intended to aawme, advert

S^^'LTcUimant and «. an ally of^^^^^^'^
« «rither politic nor »fe. Hi. view, on that .ubject had

.3»
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nmleT|oo« a decided change, and, with hit imial weaiiMr-
vane procliviUeii, he wa» now prciarinK to uke a totally
different lundandttrive to ingratiate hiin«lf iniu the fiivor
of the new heir, at the ante time leaving, if |«Bil)lc, a
few looi>-hole» through which he could retreat, nhotild
«omc veering wind change hit courw in another dire. tion.
"Mr. HoUon," aid the attorney, nomcwhat abrupily,

when the necemry preliminariei were over, "did you on
the night of November 17, i8~, a. t a* attorney for Ralph
Maxwell Mainwaring. in the drawing up, at hu request, of
hit laat will and tesUment?"

" I believe w, tir," wax the guarded aniiwer.
"Wd you or did you not?" Mr. Sutherland per-

Mated.

" I did, air."

" Have you, during all thene yean, had any knowledge
that the will you drew under the rircunutance. already
mentioned was (till in existence?"

After a ilighl pause, the wilnew replied, "I had no
positive knowledge to that effect."

" Did you believe the will to be in existence?"
Hobson reflected a moment, then replied, cautiously, "

I

was led toaupixwe that the will did not exist."
" You remember the form, terms, and conditions of the

document drawn by yourself on that occasion?"
" I do, perfectly," he replied, with more assurance.
"State whether the will read in your hearing this mom-

mg is identical with the one drawn by yourself"
Holison now saw the drift of the attorney's questions,

but it was too late.

" As near as I ran recollect," he stammered, but a word
ftom Mr. Sutherland recalled him.

"You just said you remembered perfectly."
" 1 believe they are identical in form."



([

I

THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

" Mr. Hobson," »id the »ttomey, spreading (lut the

document before the witness, but still retaining his hold

upon it,
" will you state to the court whether that is your

writing, and whether the last name, that of the second

witness, is your signature."

With great precision, Hobson adjusted a pair of eye-

glasses and proceeded to scrutinize the writing closely.

"Well," he remarked, at length, very deliberately, " I do

not deny that to be my writing, nor am I prepared to posi-

tively affirm that it is such. The fact is, my chirography

varies so much from time to time that I often find it diffi-

cult for me to verify my own signatures."

" Here are some papers which may assist the gentleman,

and may be of some use to the court," said a deep voice

with rich, musical inflections, but slightly tinged with sar-

casm, and the EngUsh attorney handed a small package to

Mr. Sutherland. "They contain," he added, "some

specimens of the witness's chirography of about the same

date as the will."

"The writing in both cases is identical," said Mr.

Sutherland, as, having examined the papers, he showed

them to Hobson, but a glance at their contents seemed

rather to confuse the witness than otherwise, for he remained

silent.

" Do you acknowledge these letters to be of your writ-

ing?" inquired the attorney.

" I do, sir ; and I have no doubt but that the other is my

writing also."

" You acknowledge this, then, as the will which you wrote

at the dictation of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring the night

before his death?"

"I believe it is, sir."

" Mr. Hobson, why was this will not make public fal-

lowing Mr. Mainwaring' s death and burial ?'

'

23a
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.L
"".

' "* """^"'ng. at his own request, and he
afterwards gave me to understand that it was lost

"

encl^f" T **^ •*'•* •" ''"P'°« "'"« " '» 'he exist-ence of such a will, were you not ?"

ness bom of desperation.

" That is sufficient for the present."
A few moments followed in which the attorneys con-

suited together, while comments in tones ofsuE ^c^
R I'f

^''?'"^''' ''"' "'"'^Ked among the crowd.R^ph Mamwanng had sat with darkening face thrwh-
out the testimony thus for; now he r^marke^ to Mr WSt-
ney. with a bitter sneer.—

wol?' *'^""^l
"" ^<^'^y '^^'^^ "hose oath is

worthless, and an imbecileold servant, who could be bought
for a half-crown !

'

'

'~"(5ni

Young Mainwaring turned upon his father a look of in-
dignant surpnse '.Governor," he said, "it would notbe well for you if either old James Wilson or his son heard
that remark of yours !"

•• It will be well for you to attend to your own business
and^keep your mouth shut!" responded his father, an-

Beneath the aUm exterior which the young man pre-served the old Mainwaring blood was now fast riZ.'L^t
he made no reply, for at that instant Mr. Sutherland an-nounced the name of the next witness

:

" Harold Scott Mainwaring!"
There was a sudden hush throughout the court-room,

broken an instant Uter by a low murmur of mingled aston^
bhment incredulity, and wonder as the private secretaryn»e and walked towards the witness stand. A few comments r«iched h., ea«. but he seemed unconscious of them.

2J3
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ltd, having taken his place, turned towards the audience a

iace cold and impassive, inscrutable to his enemies, who

could read nothing of the conflicting emotions beneath that

calm, immobile surface.

He taw the crowd of upturned (aces—incredulous, won-

dering, curious ; he caught the mocking smile of Mrs. La-

Giange and Ralph Mainwaring's dark, sinister sneer ; but

he took little note of these. Uke an arrow speeding to

the mark, his glance sought the iace of young Hugh Main-

waring. Their eyes met, and in that brief moment there

was recalled to each a starlit night on one of the balconies

at Fair Oaks, and the parting words of young Mainwaring

to the secretary, " I'm your friend, Scott, and whatever

happens, I'll stand by you."

With swift intuition each read the other's thought, and,

although there was no outward sign, Harold Mainwaring

knew from that instant that there would be no retraction

of that pledge.

The slight ripple of excitement died away while the

witness was sworn, and the crowd listened with interest even

to the preliminary interrogatories.

" Where were you bom?" asked the attorney.

"In Melbourne, Australia," was the reply, while deep

silence awaited Mr. Sutherland's next question.

" Mr. Mainwaring, I believe you are familiar with the

will just read, are you not?"

"lam."
"Please state when, and under what conditions, you

gained your knowledge of this will."

" I first learned that such a will had existed and knew

its general terms, between five and six yeare since, through

information given me by James Wilson. From data found

a little over a year ago among the personal letters of the

deceased Hugh Mainwaring, I ascertained that the wiU

S34
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WM rtill in exirtence, and on the 7th of July li« i ^^rcd the document iteelf «,d bec«ne pe^onlly fiu„i,Ur
with Its contents." 7 •m«u,mi

of the date so eventful in the recent history of F«r OaJu
the interest of the crowd deepened.
"Did you discover the document accidentally, or after

»pecial search for it?"^M the result of a systematic search for more than a

•• Please state whether you took any stq* leading to the
ducovery o this will during the four or five yelm im-m^mtely follow, ^ your fim knowledge of it ; and if so,

B,J^ ' ^T ''^"^ °^ *= *"' x*"" "ft" entering Ox-
ford, my studies necessarily occupied the greater part of my
t.me for the next three or four yean, ; but I lost no oppor
tunity for gaimng all possible information relating not only
to the Mamwaring estate, but more particularly to HughJtanwanng and his coadjutor, Richard Hobson. Among
o her fects. I l«med that immediately after the setUemen!

A^^^ ' "^^ M^n^^i-g had disposed of the same^d left EngUnd for America, while about the same time
Richard Hobson suddenly rose from a penniless pettifogger
to a position of aiBuence.

"As soon as my studies were completed. I sailed forAmenca with the avowed determination of securing fiir-
ther evidence regarding the will, and of establishing myclaim to the property fmudulently withheld from my &therand from myself. In thesecuring of the necessary evidence
i succeeded beyond my expectations. As Hugh Main-wanng s pnvate secietary, I gained access to the files ofh« personal letters, and soon was familiar with the entire
correspondence between himself and Richard Hobson

»3S
'
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I

from which I learned that the latter wu detnanding and
receiving large sums of money as the price of his silence

regarding some past fraudulent transaction. The nature

of that transaction, I ascertained in this marginal note, in

Hugh Mainwaring's handwriting, upon one of Hobson's

letters which happened to be more insolent in its tone than

the rest. With the permission of the court I will read it

:

" ' He insinuates that I destroyed the will j I oaly gave

him to understand that it was lost. Little he dreams it is

still in my possession and will be, until such time as T.

too, have to make final disposition of my estate I Why I

did not destroy it, or why I do not, now that the property

if rightfully mine, I cannot say, except that I dare not

!

" Thus conscience does make cowards of us all ?"
'

"With the discovery of these words," concluded the

witness, " began my search for the will itself."

"From the discovery of this letter which led you to

believe the will was still in existence, you prosecuted your

search for the document until the 7th of last July?"

"Yes, sir, wheneirer an opportunity for search was

offered."

" Where did you finally find the will ?"

"In the safe, in Mr. Mainwaring's private apartments

at Fair Oaks."

"On July 7 last?"

"Yes, sir."

" That was the day on which you, acting as Hugh Main-

waring's secretary, had drawn, at his dictation, his last

will and testament, was it not ?"

"It was."

"Mr. Mainwaring," said the attorney, deliberately, his

eye quick to read the £ices about him, "is there in your

mind any connection between ihat event and your dis-

covery of this will?"
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"Only the matt indirect," wu ih- »„i •

equal delibemtion. " The feet th]^H \ »^. *""" '^"'

making nnal di»D«itio„ !.r K
^"^ ^'"'™ring wa.

CM wnr^'i.'irtte^.;:;:x»,f
:'v°

'""-^ «>«

bHng':s.teir:;^o?rwr '*'"'• --•"""^ -

,.„;;f:r «"« «'•« «»« "nd circum..«,ces of your find-

it."
°*"" "" hour's search I found

" What did you then do with it ?"

^X^"'°-'°~^" "*«"» Mtart..™*.
"It was."

emSs.'J^i^"i;eS.tth'''-
'"*"""''' ^"^ -"'«•

Mainwar/ng ^hrdi^::;"; ^e ^i ^2""^ '" ^"«'-

sation with him relating thereto"
'"'' ™"""-

Excent"^' "f!

"'""°" "' '^^ "»"" «° him whatever*.xcept fy, a few moments, immediately upon his retu™

After a slight pause, Mr. Sutherland continued « vclaim to be the Uwful son of the HaroldTrw ' ^°"
mentioned in this will. ,nM ..„..?!.^^°r.**""'^»8

.
and as such the lawfol heir under
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its tenm »nd condition!, of the Mainwmng prop-

erty?"

"I do." .

..Ha. it not been generally undeirtood among thwe

mippoaed to have knowledge of the ftcU in the case that

HiuoW Scott Mainwaring, at the time of h.s death, had no

living child ?"
,,

" That has been the general undersundmg.

..Will you explain how the fact of your existence has

been kept concealed all theae years ?'

'

The silence following the attorney's question was so deep

I. to be oppressive until broken by the answer of the wit-

ness, clear, cold, and penetntting to the remotest comer

of the crowded room.
'

j .... v
.< Within an hour from my birth, a dead child was sub-

stituted in my place, and I was secreUy given by my father

into the keeping of trusted friends, with instrucUons that

until I had nearly attained my majority I was not even to

know of his existence, or of the reUtionship existing be-

''^n Mainwaring," said the attorney, "are you willing

to stote the reasons for such an extraordinary proceeding

on his P*it
?*

'

. L 1

For the first time the impassive bearing and the calm,

even tones of the witness gave way; the smouldenng fire

in his dark eyes burst forth, as with impassioned utterance

and voice vibrating with emotion, he replied,—

.. It was done because of sorrow, more bitter than death,

in his own heart and home, of which he wished me to know

nothing until I had reached the years of manhoodand could

miderstand the nature of his wrongs; it was done that I

should be forever barred <rom all association with, ot

knowledge of. the base, false-hearted woman who bore his

name only to dishonor it,-who. though she had given me
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Wrth yet beli«v«i me d«d.-,h.. I migh, live „ ig„o»ntof her ex.«ence u d,e of mine ; it wm done beclu«7f

Itlt' r J"
!"'" ''"'•' ' '"*• '°' *•>'«=»' I "O-Jd to-<Uy

r.iSh^r'" **^,T'*"«'''
"«°"'«y» "nde«ood the^.nt which prompted hi. word., but they crried hi. audi-

ence with h.m m . wdden wave of .ympathy, and .. hepataed. men applauded and women wbbed, while the judge
vainjy rapped for order.

^
One figure alone remained motionle«, .pellbound. Amid

^^Ty,'TT'; "•"• ^«™°8e«t a. though tumeJ
to stone her hand, claaped no tightly that the JeweU cutd«ply into the delicate fled,, every vestige of 'color flrffern her fi.ce. her hp. a*en. her eye. fixed upon the wit-ntm, yet i^emingly wemg nothing. Gmdually. a. rfie be-<»me con«:.ou. of her surrounding, and of the curious

>e^ though her eyes never left the fi«:e of the wit-

" Mr. Mainwaring," continued the attorney, when orderhad been restored, "when and how did you fim learn thatyou were the son of Harold Scott Mainwaring ?• •

"My fint knowledge regarding my own fiither I received
«t Ae age of fifteen from my foster-parents, who told meof the manner ,n which I had been given to them and of

1„ ^^^ "^
f"*""

" ''=* J'"" ^'" •»" the full par.ticukrs I d>d not learn until my twenty-fim birthday, wl«n
Ireceived a letter written by my father soon after my birth

luIdT .!"• ":: '"P"* °' "^ foster-parents'untilAom have attained my majority. In that letter he gaveme fte story of hi. life, of hi. marriage and con«qLt

tSvTt' Z':''''''''
«^-'"sorL which^Z

Shortly, which Jed him to voluntarily exile himself from his
'39
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Moved England, and which Anally led to hii Mcriftc* «t

the love and companiomhip of hit only child."

Ai Harold Mainwaring pituMd, Mr. Sutherland remarked,

" I, myself, have teen the letter to which the witneM refers,

but I consider it of too personal a nature and too private in

character to submi' for examination. I will say, however,

that both my honored colleague, Mr. Barton, and myself

have compared it with other letters and documentt known

to have been written by Harold Scott Mainwaring, the elder

on of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring, and have found the

writing in all cases identically the same. There is yet one

more question which may have a bearing later upon this

case, which I will ask tn. ^^tness. Mr. Mainwaring, have

you, during this time, received any clue regarding the

identity of your mother, or is that still unknown to you?"

With great deliberation, the witness replied, "Until

within the past three or four days, I have known absolutely

nothing regarding even the name of the woman whom my

&ther made his wife, or whether she were still in existence.

I have recently learned, however, that she is living, and,"

he added, more slowly, " I know that she is present in this

court-room."

It was afterwards recalled that, as the witness resumed

his seat, a curious sound, something between a gasp and a

sob was heard, but amid the tremendous sensation produced

by his last statement it passed unnoticed.

With very little delay, Mr. Sutherland announced the

name of the last witness,

—

" Frederick Mainwaring Scott
!"

Again the silence deepened as the white-haired gentle-

man, with great dignity, took his place upon the stand.

His heavy, sonorous tones rang out over the court-room,

while fiom time to time the piercing eyes beneath the

beetling, snow-white brows sought the fece of Ralph Main-
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»^»« with thdr ijlent but uiunlrt.k«bl. rh.ii-

„J°'^'^"«"«*e« you engaged?"

««nd, are you not?"
^°" "P°" '^' ^*^

«'.'wT "** *""' '^" '"^ '^« <>«y of W» birth."

-erCe'^l^eir.^'™"-"- -.erwhiS^^^.

« He brought her to Au8t«Ji. in the v«n hope
241
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that, removed ftom other influence*—the Influence of hli

own brother, in particular,^4he would jret prove true to

him. Within the fellowinf year, hii wn wai bom ; but

before that event he had ftilly learned the character of the

woman he had married, and he determined that no child

of hit should be diigiaced by any knowledge of iti mother,

or contaminated by aaociation with her. To my wife and

myself he i-onfided hii plana, and, as we had no children

of our own, he pledged ut to the adoption of hia child

while yet unborn. An old and trusted nunc in our iunily

was alio taken into the secret, but not the physician em-

plo3red on that occasion, aa he was a man of no principle

and already in league with the Use wife against her

husband. When the child was bom, Mrs. Mainwaring

waa very ill and the babe received comparatively little

notice from the attendant physician. A dead child, bora

but a few hours earlier, was therefore easily substituted for

the living child of Harold Mainwaring, while the Utter

was secretly conveyed to r own home.

" A few weeks later, th .lild was privately christened in

a small church on theoi Jittn of Melbourne and the event

duly recorded upon the church records. He was given his

lather's name in iiill, Harold Scott Mainwaring, but until

his twenty-first birthday was known among our acquaint-

ances as Harry Scott, the same name by which he has been

known in ycur city while acting as private secretary to

Hugh Mainwaii.ng."

"Are you fiuniliar with the letter written by Harold

Mainwaring to b is son 7"

" Perfectly so ; he gave it into my keeping on the day

of the christening, to be given to his aon when he should

have reached his majority, if he himself had not, before

that time, claimed him as his child."

" You can then vouch for its genuineness ?'

'
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"ICM."

"About five^eLT i^x ^'?""""«- «h«fc«her?-

^^^Mr.Sco...d.dyo„e.,,H«,of.hc«i..e„.eof.h«

•«.bU„ce to iSlSrdl M^*""*^ '" '""' • "
or h.^de«., X^r;^^^^^ "-'"'

-^"^on^^^-dX?.™"'''^'"'' ""'^^ ^- •^«

or:LT.r^r.r,^; '^,t™T
• '--

right, to the very lu» pounj j!L "" '° ««^°« hi,

•>« «ided. white hi. Tk «;:, z^^"^'r '^•••"

»4. I8-, of Harold W « •

°*^'™'' "» J"»«

»4}
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A piercing thriek niddciilx nn( out through the I

court-room, uid the crowd, turoing Involuntariljr at the

fcmitUr name of Elewior Houghton Mainwtring toward*

the Mat occupied by Mn. laGrangc, law that wretched

woman link, with a low, dccpairing moan, unconacioua to

the floor, u aevetal iprang to the aaiitance of the un-

fortunate woman, Mr. Scott, turning nriftly toward* the

,u(<ge, exclaimed,

—

"There, your honor, I* a moM unwilling witnea, but

ODe who hai very elTectively cooflrmed my tcitimoay I"

The greatcM confuaion followed, leveral women having

Untcd from nervoui excitement, and, ai it waa then nearly

the court adjourned until the afternoon leaion.
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™« «-»tT TK«OW

"00. Briefly "^.d fL"l hi
" "" "»"~«»"

"*»'"« with mm^om^Z', *^ '"'"'• "^

Sevenl (byi would be tm„i.^ r

-led out ta.o ,he c^i; ''':,T^
""* " "" ^'«'*''

"« various exiu. t^ T« "
^K

""^"^ ""'^ ""o^h
tl-tdecWon woJldt .Xi^r 'IT'""'^ " '° ^'

•he ~:qu.inunce otZ""',
"'""""' *'«' '-' "-«le

offered that he woul . . \t^
'*•""«' '"""y "*«» "e«

even admitted to p. ue
"* * ••" *'" *»

"He if a fool if.

"•"""ebewihow."
"He'll not give up. how/

«« too much of the bull-,', .h„„, u-
"-*« him break hi. hold in he 1 '' ?"""« *"'
"ng." ™° "" he hu .pent hi, |„, ,hi|.

««'heyou„ifc,2"';.,f"
•'"•'>"" for the whole c7b

Md you m.
"*'«»«« played his trump card vet •

H5

'"^, "the young fellow

*« the reply; .-he',
•bout him; nothing will
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lUlph Mainwuing, puung hastily from the court-room,

accompanied by Mr. Whitney, overheard the Uut remark.

His only reply, however, was a look of icom fladied at the

speaker, but the sardonic smile which lingered about his

closely compressed lips betokened on his part no anticipa-

tions of defeat, but rather the reverse. Even Mr. Whitney

wondered at his silence, but young Mainwaring, leisurely

following in the rear, knew it to be only the calm which

presages the coming storm.

His &ther, followed by the attorney, stepped quickly

into the Mainwaring carriage and beckoned impatiently for

him to follow, but the younger man coolly declined the in-

vitation.
'

" No, thank you, governor. I'm going for a bit of )i

stroll ; I'll join you and Mr. Whitney at dinner."

As the carriage rolled away he stood for a few moments

lost in thought. His father's words to him that morning

had stung his pride and aroused in him a spirit of indepen-

dence altogether new, which had made him the more keen

in observing his &ther's expressions and movements, and

in drawing his own deductions therefrom. He had formed

some theories of his own, and as he now stood in the a&,

autumnal sunshine, he resolved to put them to the test.

Turning suddenly in an opposite direction from that

which he had at first taken, he found himself confronted

by Harold Mainwaring and his party as they descended

the court-bouse steps to the carriages in waiting.

Instantly the young men clasped hands, and the frank,

blue eyes gazed into the piercing dark ones, with a fnend-

liness of whose sincerity there could be no doubt.

" Egad, old fellow !" he exclaimed, in low tones, "I'm

glad to see you, though you have taken us rather by sur-

prise. I'll not take back a word of the promise I made

you, nor of what I've said about you, either."
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" 1 did not think you would. Huirh " U.r^iA —i- j

rn^in, the proffered'hand i.^"yT:i iSTIJ^Sof fiuth in you .nd in your word. only^^^d tli^^

-d^t^feof you .ndyour frie„dA,p. though I w.,^^ y^

^"?ij t^X•r^<!:^ow^':•Zhn•'T •^

tha much, and I mean it. I would ather give uo whaTl
I^PPC^ wa, mine to you than to ^.yuSy'e^^ t! !

come, but 1 11 see you as soon >< T r™ >> j T,
-^

"-ndclasp the youngm»^'""' "<^ -* "'o'her

On arrivingat the Waldorf, a note was handed to HaroldM«n^ng, with the information that the wtadSfwaiting nearly an hour, as there was an^^^He well taew the writing; it was the same a^^Jt^ fte

^ darkemng &ce he opened it and read the foUo;ring

" I must see yon at once, and X beg of you to come to

^'th^^rf
"^

'"T""" " '^' o-ciocTJi^h t""Lrto the name of mercy, do not deny me this one favor. I

y^ Sr^'*'"*""^"-''-^ - "--. of which'

"Eleanor Houohton Mainwawno."
M7
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After brief coiwulution with hU attomeyi, an answer

was sent to the eflect that he would call in compliacce with

the request, and a little later he surted upon his strange

emnd.
With what wildly conflicting emotions Mis. LaGrange

in her apartments awaited his coming may perhaps be more

easily imagined than portrayed. She had not recovered

from the morning's shock, but was nerving herself for the

coming ordeal; preparing to make her final, desperate

throw in the game of life. Success now, in this last ven-

ture, would mean everything to her, while failure would

leave her nothing, only blank despair. Pride, the domi-

nant passion of her life, struggled with a newly awakened

love ; doubt and dread and fear battled with hope, but even

in the unequal contest, hope would not be vanquished.

Shortly before the hour appointed, Richard Hobson's

card was handed her with the information that he must see

her without delay. She understood the nature of his errand

;

she knew his coming was inevitable ; her only desire was

to postpone the meeting with him until after the interview

with Harold Mainwaring, but on no account would she have

him know of her appointment with the latter. She tore

the bit of pasteboard in two.

"Tell him to call to-morrow," she said to the mes-

senger ; but he soon returned, with another card on which

was written,

—

'
' Important ! must see you to-day.

'

'

It was nearly five. Quickly, with fingers trembling

from her anxiety lest he delay too long, she wrote,

—

"Call at eight o'clock this evening; lean see no one

earlier."

As she gave the card to the messenger, she glanced again

at the little French clock on the mantel.

" Three hours," she murmured ; " three hours in which

24»
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l.t^^' '^i^V " ^ •"==««•' I "» bid defiance to

*SL •"I
'^""^ "-' "• 'he Window. whe« S^

i^STdoSi"' •"- •••« --^-« ««- -'4

wh™-S'"'*"'''''^"°™''*'"«»""<'fthe blockwhen a clo«d carnage wa, driven «pidly to the hotel «da moment later Harold Scott Mainwarinjw.. ^.n^ce^
,h.?

^««'hrobbed wildly a. she turned to meet hTm.h« .uddenly stopped, seeming , dead weight in h";breast, as her eyes met his.

For a moment neither spoke; once her lip, moved butno sound came from them. Before that L^S^1
h«d felt o throw henelf at his feet and plead for merev»d for love died within her; her tong^e^m^ "4^'^
lyzed, powerless to utter a word, and the words she w^dhave spoken fled from her brain

wh!l"!K'T"*
observation he noted the terrible changewhich the last weeks, and especially the last fewhouTwwrought m the wretched woman befo« him. andT^^fenng, evidenced by her deathly pallor, her trembl^T^

J«.^.ion. and the look of dumb, L»tIX^S
idLrdo„"r^

•" ''-
"-'- "^ -y -^

He was the first to speak, and though there was no soft-emng of the stem features, yet his tones were g«~ealmost pitying, as he said,— * '

me7 wLT' " "^ '•^"''"^- ^"^y '"'" y°" ^°d forme f What have you to say ?"
At the somid of his voice she seemed somewhat reassuredand^ad^ancmg a few stej» towaMs him, she re^H^U
" Why did I send for you ? Why should I not send for
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you? Think you a mother would have no desire to tee her

own ion aft?r long year« of cruel »epaiation from him ?'

'

"There is no need to call up the past," he said, more

coldly; "the separation to which you refer was, under

existing circumstances, the best for all concerned. It un-

doubtedly caused suffering, but you were not the sufferer

;

there could be no great depth of maternal love where there

was neither love nor loyalty as a wife."

Her dark eyes grew tender and luminous as she fixed

them upon his fece, while she beckoned him to a seat and

seated herself near and &cing him.

" You forget," she replied, lin the low, rich tones he had

so often heard at Fair Oaks ; "you forget that a mother's

love is instinctive, bom within her with the birth of her

child, while a wife's love must be won. I must recall the

past to you, and you must listen ; 'twas for this I sent for

you, that you, knowing the past, might know that, however

deeply I may have sinned, I have been far more deeply

sinned against.
'

'

" Not as regards my father," he interposed, quickly, as

she paused to note the effect of her words ; "he sacrificed

fortune, home, friends, everything for you, and you re-

warded his love and devotion only with the basest infi-

delity."

" That your father loved me, I admit," she continued,

in the same low, musical tones, scarcely heeding his words

;

" but, as I said a moment ago, a wife's love must be won,

and he fiuled to win my love.

"

" Was his treacherous brother so much more successful

then in that direction than he?" Harold questioned,

sternly. "Within six months after your marriage to my
father, you admitted that you married him only that you

might have Hugh Mainwaring for your lover."

She neither flu:died nor quailed under the burning in-
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?. ^ ?, ' " *' 'y" "^ ""* ^l-™" "Pon hi. TicttaT^

Ae replied. «,ftly. « i „id ,h„ „„,^ „„j
•

--on but if I „ught .o make Hugh M.if::;^„7^
tever, ,t wa. not that I loved him. but through revenge forh« h.v.ng trifled with me only to deceive a'd desert nl^
Before I married your father, both he «>d hi. brother were•mong my most ardent admiren. The younger brothereemed to me fiu- more congenial, and had he nonesed
one-half the chivalry and devotion which the elde^br^^rwa^ mani erted^ he would have completely won my
teve. The nvalry between the two brother, led to bitter
«r«.ge.nent, which won became known to their fkther.who lost no time in aKertaining it. cau«. Hi. anger on^ng the fi^ts in the c« wa. extreme ; he wrote mean .n^ilting letter, and threatened to diwwn either or bothof hi, „n. unle» they di«:ontinueJ their attention, toa d'sreputable adventure.,' „ he cho« to .tyle me.Hi«h Mainwaring at once de.erted me, without even aword o. explanation or of fi^well, a 1, a. if that werenot enough, on more than one occasion .e openly inailtedme in the presence of hi. father, on the rtreet. of London
I realized then for the fim time that I cared for him
ODwaijd that he was, though I did not love him as^";
tt.ought,-had I loved him, I would have killed him, then

&tW .1
y:''"" '='^" """ "^'' ' "-ri^d your

firther^ partly for the position he could give me-for I didnot believe that he, the elder son and his &ther'. &vor.

2i7°fl
^ di«"^«l-^d partly to .how his brother andAeir father that I still held, as I supposed, the winninghand On my wedding-day I vowed that I would yet

Sv^ft*
*^°waring to my feet as my lover, and when,d»rtly afterwards, your Either was disinherited in hi. Ikvor
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I,

mjr desire for revenge wai only intensified. I redoubled

my eflbrts to win him, and I found it no difficult task ; he

was even more willing to play the lover to his brother's

wife than to the penniless girl whom he had known, with

r I possessions but her beauty and wit. At first, our meet-

ings were clandestine ; but we soon grew reckless, and in

one or two instances I openly boasted of my conquest,

hoping thereby to arouse his father's displeasure against

him also. But in that I reckoned wrong. He disinherited

and disowned his son for having honorably married a

woman whom he considered below him in station, but for

an open affaire J"amour with that son's wife, he had not

even a word of censure.
'

' Your &ther discovered the situation and decided upon a

life in Australia. If he had then shown me some consider-

ation, the future might have been vastly different ; but he

grew morose and taciturn, and I, accustomed to gay society

and the admiration of crowds, was left to mope alone in a

strange country, with no companionship whatever. What

wonder that I hungered for the old life, or that a casual

admiring glance, or a few words even of flattery, were like

cold water to one perishing with thirst ! Then new hope

came into my lonely life, and I spent months in dreamy,

happy anticipations of the future love and companionship

of my child. But even that boon was denied me. It was

hard enough, believing, as I did, that my child had died,

but to find that I was robbed of that which would have

been not only my joy and happiness, but my salvation

from the life which followed !
'

' She paused, apparently

unable to proceed, and buried her eyes in a dainty hand-

kerchief, while Harold Mainwaring watched her, the hard

lines deepening about his mouth.

"After that," she resumed, in trembling tones, "all

hope was gone. Your father deserted me soon afterwards,

mutmmm
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hoold never be known, and that I would imwin iUent le-

garding the will. I could do nothing then but accept hit

condition!, but they were galling,—too galling at lait to

be longer endured I"

•' How it it that you and Walter bear the name of La-

Grange?" heaiked.

She hcdtated a moment, then replied: "I married a

man by that name Mon after leaving Australia."

" Before or after the tiding! of my bther'i death?" he

queMioned, itemly.

" We heard the news of his death toon after our mar-

riage, but he had deserted me yean before, so it made

little difference. I met Captain LaOrange in Sydney, and

we auled together for Paris and were married there, but

we toon grew tired of each other. I left him in about

two yean and went to Vienna, and from there returned to

England. In tome way, Hugh Mainwaring learned of the

maniage, and when I came to Fair Oaki, he insisted on

my taking that name for myself and child."

She spoke wearily and with an air of dejection, for it

wu plainly evident that Harold Mainwaring wm not to be

deceived by misstatements, however plausible, nor were

his sympathies to be aroused by simulated grief A few

momenta of silence followed, while she watched him in-

tently, her bee again &lling into the pinched anii haggard

outlines which he had observe^ on entering the room.

When he at last spoke, h lice was calm, without a

trace of anger or bitterness.

" Mn. LaOrange, I have been informed that in the days

before you mined my bther't '.ife you were an actress in a

tecond-claas London playhouse, and I see you have not

yet lost tome little tricks of the stage ; but we are not now

before the footlights, and it will be much better to lay aside

everything pertaining to them. Nothing that you have

mm
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SJ.'n 2!!^ "'' ^'' *" ••^«* "' iynpithl*. for

h«« -giUnrt jrou bee.u.e of it. uUer fctaity j, „ Z»««~y to go over the ground ^m, but if you couldno. «cip«c..e the love «,d devotion be«owed ui «„^my fcther. you .hould never have «xepted ^i; Zt•~«pting ,t „ you did. you were bound by every con

Lm^'Jr.^""'"* "• ""•• y* »*• been W.e to

niheSL W
'""°°''' "^ *» y"" »*» wifehood «dmotherhood. &be to your.elf I I have no. come here torep««h you. however. I will only my U»t I do no.W.eve.hecp^i,y_U,e capability even-<,f love exi«..^^er«««,. within you. B„,..,„^-

toiler "the capKity for wffering doe. exi«. ,„d I c«,-ejothout any rimuUtion on your pan that you have

«fte.^ the «em f«.ture., .he broke down, and genui^U«,c««r«d down her pallid cheek, a. d,e cried. "Suf-fc«d I what have I not «,tfered ! I am homele., penni-
tai. degraded, an outcast

! There i. no hope, nr help for
meunl«.youw,Uhelpme. I know what y'L m^t tWn"
Of me. how even you, my «,n, must de.pi« me. but a. adrowmng mw catches at a .tntw. I «„t for you. hoping
that you would m mercy pity me and help me -

"IVvmiarily !• .he exclaimed. almo.t in Kom. "Can-
not you undcrrtand what I need mort? It i. pity svm-

^r. die threw her«lf upon her knee. be«de him. " onlybe my wn. forget the p.« and let me be to you. a. I anC
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I

your moihirt No, IM me bel" the cxcUmcd, m ht
would have niKd her (rom her kneeling poMura. ••!

have no ion but you, for Walter, like hii bther, haa de-

aerted me, with taunta and ineen. I can help you, too,"

the added, eagerly, but in low tone*, " help you in a way
of which you little dream. Do you know what Ralph
Mainwaring will attempt next? He will try to implicate

you in the murder of Hugh Mainwaring I"

" That wilt be no more than you yourwlf attempted at

the inqueM," he anawered.

" Ah, but hi« motive it different ; in my cate it waa
but the retort of a weak v^oman to divert napicion from
hetielf; but he will teek to fiuten thit crime upon you
to defeat you, to cnith and luin you, becauae he feati

you at hit opponent, and it it within my power to clear

you from any chargct he may bring againit you."
Her voice tuik nearly to a whisper, her eyet were dilated,

and the waa trembling with excitement.

He watched her intently for a moment, then tpoke in a
tone of cahn command. "Tell me how you could help

me. What do you know of that affiur ?"

" Liiten, and I will tell you," and leaning towards him,
the whiqiered a few wordt in his eara.

Only a few wordt, but Harold Mainwaring started as

from a thock, while hit &ce grew at pale at her own, and
it wat with difficulty he could control his voice, at he de-

manded in quick, excited tonet,

—

" Do you know what you are saying? Are yoti speak-

ing the truth ?"

"Yet, before Heaven, it it the truth, and the horror of

it hat haunted me day and night ; the thought of it has

driven me nearly mad, but I dared not breathe it to any
living human being."

" You have told no one else what you have jnt told me?"

«S«
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»"II accept nothing less-
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"What would I car* fJ J ' '" •^<""fo« "

night proude for me - ! /"L TJ' """" ""« X*

•"--Pt nothing .™„^„„„,„^^^^^-, X
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•' Then wt iMjrM well end ihii ctmknaet," h* rtpUcd,

calmly, " for I hold my fcther in too deep love and rever-

ence ever to permit of my cpplylnK to you the incrcd nene

of 'Mother.'"

Her eyct flwhed *t the mention of hia bther, uti she

WM ilxMil to (pedk, but he lifted hii hand wamlngly.

"Hiahl" hecoinniMidedi •• not one word ihall you ipcak

•gnip . him in my prcwDct t Before I go, I will give you

n opportunity to reconiidn your declantion of • moment

•go."
" I will not rcconrider it. You are like every Main-

waring that I have ever known, in that you think money

and shelter, mch aa you might (ling at lome niperannuated

ervant, will take the place of the true poution and honor

that are my due."
" Do you then, finally and once for all, refine any and

all oflen of aMiitance from me?" he atked.

"I do," the replied, proudly; "I will not accept

charity from a Mainwaring,—not even from you I"

" Very well ; if that ii your deciiioo, I bid you adieu,"

and before ihe could reply, he wai gone.

He paaed fwifUy down the corridor, hia head bowed

slightly, looking neither to the right hand nor to the left,

but hit step had an elasticity it had not possessed in weeks,

and any one passing near him would have heard the single

exclamation, " Thank God I"

Upon reaching his carriage, he spoke quickly to the

driver, "To the Waldorf at once !" and wu borne away

by the impatient steeds even more swiftly than he had

come.

Meanwhile, within the room which he had just left, the

wretched woman, whose Useness and pride had wrought

her own undoing, stood listening to the retreating foot-

•teps ; she beard litem die away in the distance, heard the
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CHAPTER XXII

SmSSION IN THE RANKS

When Ralph Mainwaring and Mr. Whitney arrived at

the club they found young Mainwaring already awaiting

them at their private table, but it was &r from a Mcial

group which-'Wt down to dinner that evening. The elder

Mainwaring Btill preserved, an ominous silence, and in his

dark, glowering iace few would have recognized the urbane

guest whom Hugh Mainwaring had introduced to his small

coterie of friends less than three months before. The

younger , though holding a desultory conversation with

the attorney, yet looked decidedly bored, while from time

to time he repttded his father with a cynical expression en-

tirely new to his hitherto ingenuous lace. Mr. Whitney,

always keenly alert to his surroundings, became quickly

conscious of a sudden lack of harmony between fether and

son, and feeling himself in rather a delicate position, care-

fiilly refrained in his remarks from touching upon any but

the most neutral ground.

A couple of hours later, as the three with a box of cigars

were gathered around an open fire in Ralph Mainwaring's

apartments, it was noticeable that young Mainwaring was

una<!ually silent. In a few moments, however, his lather's

long pent-up wrath burst forth.

Addressing the attorney in no very pleasant tone, he

demanded, "Well, sir, what do you now propose to do

about this matter?"

"It is to be a fight, then, is it?" Mr. Whitney asked

with a smile, knocking the ashes from his cigar.

" Yes, by my soul, and a fight to the finish. Under-
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when *e fma for co„t..t come, ru meet him on hii own

PoL' MTwH-r"* •" """'"^ "'*"'">^ =°""«'." inter-

Hi.X. ' P^'="'"'y in niatten of thi, kind

>on, but,n the mom.ng I shall cable for Upham & Black

ne» for „« ^^T '^ ^^ conducted considerable busi-

»« any price. I shall also cable frc^ h
'^

to the «™,oH ,
?'"°° "'^ this cunning importer falls

W.^htm^"'""' ^^ -"• «"'' "-* ^ •-ve on^jurt'

"How is that ?•• questioned the attorney « Vo , .
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torted, with a .neer. " Whether he is the »n of HmoU

M«inwaring or of Frederick Scott, roatteni little; boUi

were renegades and outcasts from their homes. No, sir,'

'

and there was a ring of exultation in his tone, while his

steel-giay eyes glittered, " I have a surprise in store for the

young man J
when he gets through with this contest, he

will find himself under arrest as the murderer of Hugh

Mainwaring.'

Young Mainwaring rose suddenly and began pacing the

room, while Mr. Whitney exclaimed,—

" Mr. Mainwaring, yoU astonish me !
I certainly «ul

to see how you can connect the young man with that terri-

ble affair."
, ,

" What else could be expected of a man who acknowl-

edges that for years he has been dogging the steps of Hugh

Mainwaring and acting the part of a spy, not only in his

private ufflces, but even in his own home, stooping to any

m«ns, no matter how contemptible, to further his ne&rious

designs? Would such a man, when his schemes were

finally matured, have any scruples about taking the life of

the one who stood in the way of their fulfilment?"

" But, sir," protested the attorney, "such adeed would

be wholly unnecessary. Admitting all that vou have sa'd

regarding the means employed by him, would it not be

much more reasonable to suppose that he would attempt to

bring his man to terms either through a personal interview

or by bringing suit against him, rather than by resorting

to brutal crime?"

"And supposing he did have a personal interview for

the purpose of setting forth his cUims, do you think that

Hugh Mainwaring would be bamboozled by any of his

cheap trickery? No, sir, not for one moment. He would

simply pronounce the whole thing a sham. Well, sir, if

yeu will recall some of the testimony at the inquest, you

26a
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will lee that is procisely what occurred. Hugh Main-
waring, within twenty or thirty minutes preceding hit
death, was heard to denounce some one as a • liar' and an
' impostor.

'
An ' impostor, ' mark you ! Very applicable

to the case we are now supposing. And in the alterca-
tion which followed, the other party called him a • thief,'
and made some allusion—I do not recall the exact wotds-1
to his being ' transported to th* wilds of Australia." Now,
ar, there is no doubt in the mind of any sane man that
those words were spoken by the murderer of Hugh Main-
wanng, and I think now we have a pretty good clue to his
identity."

"But the young man stated emphatically this morning
that he made no mention of the will to Hugh Main-
waring."

" To the devil with his statements ! There is evidence
enough against him that he will be ruined when I get
through with him. He has dared to try to thwart me in
the plans of a lifetime, and I'll make it the wom piece
of business he ever undertook. Underetand, I want you
to institute proceedings against him at once !"

"Governor," said young Mainwaring, quietly, before
Mr. Whitney could respond to this tirade, "in whose
name will these proceedings be instituted, yours or mine?"
"Well," replied his lather, with a sneer, "I don't

know that it makes any particular difference to you in
whose name it is done, so long as it is for your benefit."
" Begging your pardon, sir, I believe it does make con-

siderable difference. And I will say right here that I will
have no proceedings entered, either in my name or for my
benefit, for two reasons: first, Harold Scott Mainwaring
IS no impostor; we had abundant proof to-day that, under
the ierms of that will, he is the sole claimant to the prop-
erty

; and second, you know, sir, as we!! as I, that years

hi r
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go, your own lervant, John Wilson, told you that wch
a will had existed, and there is every ground for believing

that this document is genuine. I just begin to understand

your little game, governor, and, by Jove I I will not be a

party to it."

Up to this point, astonishment at his son's audacity

seemed to have bereft Ralph Mainwaring of the power of

speech, but now he demanded in thunderous tones, while

his face grew purple with rage, " What do you mean, sir,

by daring to address such language to me ? You impudent

upstart I let me tell you that you had best attend to your

own business I"
,

"This is the second time you have told me that to-

day," said the young man, calmly, though the hot blood

was fast rising ; "allow me to inform you, governor, with

all due respect, that henceforth I will attend to my own

business, and will not trouble you to attend to it for me.

If you had any just or tenable grounds for the proceedings

you are about to institute, I would have nothing to say

;

but, begging your pardon, you have none whatever ; it is

simply a piece of dirty work with which I will have noth-

ing to do."

"You ungrateful dog ! This is your return for my care

and forethought for you, is it ? Do you retract every word

which you have said, or I'll cut you off without a penny,"

and with a feariiil oath he swung himself around in his

chair with such violence as to overturn the small onyx

table upon which the cigars were standing, shattering it

to fragments.

The young man paused directly in front of his father.

"I retract nothing," he said, quietly but firmly. "You

are at liberty toYollow the example of old Ralph Maxwell

Mainwaring if you wish, but you may regret it later, as he

did."
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'•And do you think EdiU, Thornton will marry . penai-

, ,
"Moimig

, ana l am not quite a Dauoer

and .f Ed„h „ the gir. to be turned from me und";
the^^arcumstances. why. the «x,ner I find it out Z
sneered his father, ignoring his last remark

sta^ buft '"""r
*" •"'" "^' '""" " ™-h smaller

TJ ''.'^'"" '" *""= ''"^'^ ^"'ther. You under-stond my position, and that is enough. Mr. Whitney."

^heir to?h
""'"""""8's will, I, and not my father,

ZtZ ? ?T"'''
""-^ "'""°™ ""= 0°' to con!

rill l""
°' """" '^"*='"°« 'f " " -^ont^ted

fh./i „" '^ '° y°" *•"« "d "o*. distinctly

ot o*J ""V""'"'
""= '^^^ °°^-" ^-thorize S

both good-eyenmg !" and he quietly left the room.
Zounds

! exclaimed the elder man, as the door closed

Si rve"'or '"^^r"^ """-^ •-'
» ^^

Zls Ir T *"'"' '•' """ ''^''^' """1 -change
places, because she was so much more lilce myself amiwhat I would like a son to be.

'

'

^ '
^

'• He has the Mainwaring blood all right," replied the

s^StrpZ"^""'-—--^"^
itis'n^jKl""'" *r""'"'^y''

'°^ne 'n this manner;

L^ ^^^ ^ '"'"" ^^''^ *'"'"' h"*^-". '^d the youn^fool will look at it in a different light to-mirrow " ^
r thmk not, Mr. Mainwaring," «id the attorney
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quietly ; " he is enough like Hugh Mainwaring, and like

yoamM, that when he decides upon a certain line of ac-

tion, he will not be eiuily turaed aside. You may rert

amred that he will have nothing whatever to do with thii

contest, and that if you wish to carry on the fight, you will

have to do so under your own colors."

"I'll do it, too," he replied, fiercely ;
" I'll enter pro-

ceedings in my own luune, as the nearest heir after Hugh

Mainwaring."
" In that case, your brother must be notified, as he will

be entitled to share the esute with you ; that may cause

us some little delay, but—i-'

'

"Curse it all !" the other interrupted, angrily ; "I had

not thought of that ; he will have to come in for a share

;

confound that boy's foolishness I I'll get hold of him to-

monx>w morning and see if I cannot talk some reason into

him," and Ralph Mainwaring relapsed into sullen silence.

It was a new experience for him to meet with opposition in

his own family, least of all from his son, and he felt the

first step must be to quell it, though decidedly at leas just

how to proceed.

A little later, Mr. Whitney, finding his client disinclined

to further conversation, after making an appointment for

the next morning, excused himself and took his departure

for his own apartments at the club.

As he passed down the stairway into the spacious hall,

what was his surprise to see Mr. Merrick comfortably en-

sconced in a large leather chair, reading the evening papers.

The two men shook hands warmly, and together passed

out into the cocl, starlit night.

"When did you arrive, Merrick? and from what point

of the compass?" inquired the attorney.

"Got in on the 9.30 train," the detective replied,

seeming not to have heard the second question ; " learned

a66
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you w«e at M»iDWBring|^ „ I ttopped in, but told th.buU« no, ,0 di«u,b you. „ I WMiTnVhun^ "

did'JL"",^/""'"'
'~"°* «^"">e evening p^„..M^you r,«l the «count of thi. morning'. pwc,«i^ j^

"I did."

" What do you think of them ?"
" I am not in tke least sofpriKd "

rfott„~rgr.et;'
•"'-'-'^ ^'^'^ - *•

. , VI
"^""wnng etute is no surpnse to you ?"

No« whatever." Mcnick repUed. with the mo« ex-»P««ing coolne., «Hing. a. he noted the other', in--^«la» .m.te. ;. yo„ ^y ^„ . ,.„, ^^^^ ^^ ^J^Uata, one evening, of the pcsiMe existence of claimwitB

Hugh Mainwanng hinaelf. • •

woISl' J",'?'' '^.r'
*"~'"°'*"'y «» the detective'.*onto of a few week, before were thu. recalled, thentookmg h,, companion «,uarely in the fee, he exclaimedhjf playfully, half indignantly. "I don^t .upp<« y^w. go », fer as to claim any fiuniliarity with Tt oWwill which has just been resurrected.

"

•> s cigar. I was aware that there was such a will in ex-«.ence or at least that it had existed up to the time of

TJl '^f'"" °^ ""'"'' S<=°" Mainwaring, other-wise known as Harry Scott, secretary "

this?"''°T^'L"'l!"
"'^ '""' "^'-^ y°" «<=' hold 01- allthis? questioned the attorney, in a tone of bewilderment

I was pretty well conversant with the facts in the case

rnt'^ir-^"""^- '-'—" ^'i^'
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I

" The ' Campania I ' Hotvens and earth, man I Do you

mean to lay that he went over on the lame boat with Mia

—with the Iwiiea from Fair Oaks?"

"Certainly; and I don't think," Merrick continued,

watcking the attorney ahrewdly, "that Mink—the ladiei

ftom Fair C%k»—objected to him as a fcllow-travellcr,

either,"

Mr. Whitney changed the lubject. "Then you know

that will to be genuine, do you?"

" H'm I am I on the witnew itand?"

" No ; but I think I ought to tubptena you to keep the

other aide from getting youf testimony ;
you might make

a troubleaome witness against us."

" My testimony might be worth much or little : I am

not giving it to either side at present."

" Well, I would not have it go out, of course j but for my

part, I am inclined to believe not only that the will is

genuine, but also that Ralph Mainwaring knows that it is."

" He vrill fight it all the same."

" Yes, but on rather different grounds from what he first

anticipated," and Mr. Whitney t;ave Menick an account

of young Mainwaring's defcaioii. " In my private opin-

ion," concluded the attorney, " Ralph Mainwaring is a

fool, for he has got a pretty hard combination to go

against ; they've evidently got a strong case, splendid legal

talent, and plenty of money to back it all. However, I'm

making a good thing out of it
"

" Yes," said Merrick, enigmatically, " Barton & Barton

are undoubtedly men of great ability in their profession,

but that ' clerk' of theirs who has come over with the

party," with peculiar emphasis, "is the smartest man in

the whole crowd !"

" The clerk ! why I thought he seemed rather an insig-

nificant sort of a fellow ; what do you know about him ?'

'
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For reply ihe detective only gave • .hort, unnleMwl^. «d. to., hing hi. cap. tumH .brnptly^\^
anything .bout yourself yet. Wh., h.ve you been doing?
«nd how long are yoM going to be in to»n ?"
^^••A day or two. perhap.. ,x«ibly , week , I cannot

" How are you getting on ?"

But the detective waa loat in thought and appwentl,

JTJ! T"' '^' <=«='>"»"?'• he renutrked. ab-
itractedly, after a moment's silence.

r^iT^l
'"^!?»"\ '*"' yo" d"-'' -y that he wae

e^it'edj
'"

'

'"""" "" '"""^y ««'«i™««.

,J 7!!*' '"^"i "^u'
**^'"^"« "'""ler ? I don-t know

that I have «ud that he wa. concerned in that," Mer-nek answered, suddenly coming to him«.lf and evidentlyenjoyng the attorney's expre^ion of blank perplexity
he was mixed up in a .hooting affair, however, which

occurred about that time, and by holding him in , twe hope to get on to the principals. Oh." • ... mJ
tarelessly. anticipating another inquiry from W, ft it'
ney, "I'm getting there all right, if that is what you-ant to know; but I won't have somebody else dov.4smy tracks and then claiming the game by and by" '^

"Man alive! what in the dickem are you driving af?vou are in one of your moods tonight.

"

JJI"^^.,"''"
^""^"^ •^P""'- indifferently, then

»dded quickly, "There is a sensation of some „rt in
there

; see the crowd of reporters I"

hoJ!"^ r? "^'"°« "" " *'"' '=°™". °<" ' l«rge
hotel, and glancing through the windows in the diiectiM.
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indkatMl by the detective, Mr. Whitney nw, m he h«l

aid, s crowd of reporten in the office and lobbiee, wme

writing, fome talking excitedly, and othen coming and

going. Jiat then one who was leaving the building |)a»ed

them, and Merrick itopped him.

" What ii going on ? What'i the excitement ?'

'

"Suicide I" the young man replied, liaatily. "That

woman who waa mixed up in the Mainwaring caie ha*

nicided by poiaon."

The attorney and the detective exchanged Martled

^aacca, then both entered the hotel.



CHAPTER XXIII

rLOTSAM AND JtTIAM

Ak hour Ulcf the ..torwy .nd the detective re.ppc.red«d.thr««Ung their w,y thron.h the c«,wd Will^^•bout the hotel, walked ..pid.y down the .treet.L in
*mi, vjonvemng in l«* toites.

"A CM of wicide undoubtedly." «id the attorney.Md «rcely to be wondered at, taking .11 the drcum
«*nce. mto con.iderannn Do you kn..v. I .« „ow mo«thM ever .ndinerl to the belief that sl,e wa. in «,me w.^c^jt^ted with Hugh Main.aring-. death, and ,J, .^«ch.«veUt.on of her character a. w.,„^,i„ ,^ ^^morning, ihe feared (urther disclosure! '

J^ei'^^^'^"?!.
•' ^ «»"I«ni«». but the latter•eemed engtooed with h.s own thoughtaand made no reply

I never wa. k> completely floored in my life,
•

the .t-torney continued, "a* when it auneout that Harold Main-w^g was her .on
; and I yet fitil to .ee the nece«ty formboduang that feature into the te.t.mony. I should Lvethought that would have been pa-ed over in silence "

Memck replied, •' „ seem, to have been done with a pur-ple. Hu attorneys were le«ling up to that very point in•uch a nuumer that, when the climax wa. reached she«u d involtrntarily betray he«lf-^ she did^^'c:;?
&™iig_ in the strongest manner the testimony alrer 'v

Jl'J ^li^'n* "^^^ "«•"•" '»"^ 'hewtomey, mus-ingly, " though it had not occurred to me. '

'

After • short pause, Meirick continued : '< When I «m
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THAT MAINWARINd AFFAIR

firat called to Fair Oaks, I siisi)ected some relationship be-

tween that woman and the secretary, as he was then called ;

there was a marked resemblance between them ;
both had

the same peculiar olive skin, while their features and car-

riage were almost identical.

"

"Yes I recall your mentioning the likeness to me, and

at the same time I was puzzled by the resemblance between

him and Hugh Mainwaring. Well, I always said he was a

mystery, and no wonder I

"

They had reached tie club-house by this time, and, as

Merrick declined Mr. Whitney's invitation to enter, both

men remained outside for a fe* moments. Once agam,

the attorney endeavored to sound the detective regardmg

his work and the progress he was making, but the latter

suddenly became strangely imcommunicative.

" My client is going to charge Harold Mainwaring with

the murder," said the attorney at last.

Merrick laughed scornfully, and for the second time that

evening wheeled abruptly and turned down aside street,

leaving Mr. Whitney standing upon the club-house steps,

watching the rapidly retreating figure with mingled vexa-

tion and amusement.

"Something has upset Merrick," he soliloquized, as he

finally turned towards the entrance ;
" who can he imagine

U 'dogging- his tracks, as he terms it? These detectives

seem about as jealous of their reputation as we lawyers are

supposed to be. Ralph Mainwaring is going to engage

' the best legal talent that money can get !' H'm
!
when

he comes to settle, he may find that my ' legal talent will

come just as high as the best of them.

Could Mr. Whitney have been present at a conference

held that evening in one of the private parlors of the Wal-

dorf, he might have had a better understanding of the cause

of Merrick's perturbation.
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FLOTSAM AND JETSAM

Gnmge. Mr. Scott at once cxpre««d his satisfactTon a.h outcome in that she had rejected all offer, of^Zeexcept upon her own terms.
"««iance

"That is best, that is best just as it is
" he sairf -™

Phatic^lly
;

..you do not want 'to be ham;ered ^ th Tyobl^fons she might impose upon you, and as for ever

be thought of for one moment. Your course was nVhtperfectly right. But what was the statemenTof Lh1portance which she was to make ?"
™"

rephed, and drawmg his chair closer to those of his rnn,

studr^h^^endThisrliL/^"^
"' '"' ^ -^ - ^

tio::^Mr'°^rt;ir
'"' ''""' "^ '-"''" ""-

,J1! T^J^"^"^
'hat she did; she seemed like one

Td^r^t:;,?.-^'^
'^-—ont had hatu,:::

"There could be no reason in this instance for doubtingher, commented Mr. Scott, thoughtfully; .-she would•»ve_„o motive for making such a stftement'if it Jerl „«

^Z^V'^'
Mai°»'aring !" exclaimed the attorney, -.

it is

.eft":?;.''""
""^""^^ '^'^' ' '"'"^ -u before we

'.'Th?l°'''
' ^"l''^^"'-d to me then too improbable."

cases hke th«, he replied; -.McCabe should be put
*73
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on to this immediately, and we must call SutherUnd. I will

summon him, myself, at once," and he left the room.

The foster-father and son, left for a few n.oments to

themselves, had little to say, but sat looking into each

other's faces with eyes full of meaning, each understanding

what was in the other's heart. At last, as they heard re-

turning footsteps, the elder man spoke,—

"It was a good thing you went there, my boy i
<=<""«

what may, you will never regret it."

" Never I" the other replied with emphasis.

It seemed but a few moments ere hurried steps were

heard along the corridor, followed by a light, familiar

knock, and Mr. Sutherland entered

"I recognized your voice at the 'phone, Mr. Barton,"

said the attorney, after greetings had been exchanged,

"and something in its tone, aside from the general import

of your message, led me to believe that the call was of

special importance, therefore I lost no time in coming here.

" You were correct," replied the English barrister
;
"we

have made a most important discovery, bearing not only

upon the case in hand, but also upon the Mainwanng

murder case."

..Ah—h!" responded the attorney with evident in-

terest ; then drawing his chair near the group seated about

the open fire, he asked, with a swift glance about the room.

" But where is your ' clerk,' Mr. Barton ? Should he not

be present ?'

'

"My 'clerk!'" replied Mr. Barton, with peculiar em-

phasis, and plainly appreciating the humor of the inquiry;

"my 'clerk' is, I believe, at present engaged in most as-

siduously cultivating the acquaintance of Ralph Mainwar-

ing's coachman."

Then, as Mr. Sutherland elevated his eyebrows in mute

inquiry, he continued,

—

»74
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FLOTSAM AND JETSAM

W-ick; and while hj rmV:'"°r""'^''°" °'" «'''•'

coachman, I have mvL^r '""^ «"«factory a., a

return." ' "" ""P*""'' officer upon his

"Ah, I see !" ejaculated the other ••»,• ube denominated a ' sub ' " ' " *''^' ""'ght

'' wJS;;lT2"£-«^n' 'Ha. McCa,.e though,

present business I"
«c'l"a.ntance. But now ,o

"--t:^uhrvfaSior rr- «'• ^-'^-'-'^
ciU. proceeded! uniiatrc'"^':'" '"T"'^

'^^ ""= -
restrain his en husii exuC^

°"' ""^ '^°"''^
'^'^^^Y

hi' face, but there w^^ ""y ""^ '""'"'^ *"««=" ""
» "e fi.. approach^r :;S"^'.'""»-ner
'one as he cordially grasped'hisln!;:::'

"'""« '" " '-

congratulate you " ''*"
' ^ay that I

-^"st^^r"ISr'^' -' «'• ^--erland.

explains eve^thing! Thi tilJ^T
"' "'=""'"^''' "T"-

incontrovertible; but fi„ ! ""' "^^ '"^"'"'^ly

hazards and at any cImI "'"'Vr'"'^
"^' '™" -' ^'

what a witness he lill mar."
'""'"" "'^''"''^ 'hink

Mc'Sist:i^t;:^rj,:T '".^ '«-- --
'he earth. But we mu ^ -f

''" " "P°" 'he (ace of
co.«e of actiot for th S n'

'"""''"'^'^ "^^ °- °-
our plans, and JZ^lalZT""': "'''" ^'""S" "
-•'h .he utmost otut,:: andlrcy

""'• " ''' """= '™^'
Oanner was ordered and .rved in the privacy of their

*7S



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

own ipartments that they might be entirely free from in-

tmsion or interniptiona during their deliberations, and it

was at a late hour when, their consulution erded, they

gathered about the open fire with their cigar», awaiting,

with much self-congratulation • cheerful talk, the return

of the absent McCabe.
" Confound it

!" excUimed Mr. Barton, presently, glanc-

ing at his watch; "what in the deuce is keeping that

fellow so late? If we had not especially wanted him, he

would have been here two hours ago."

"Perhaps," suggested Mr. Sutherland, "he may have

found the coachman mote communicative than he antici-

pated."

" He has doubtless struck some clue which he is follow-

ing," was the reply; but at that instant there was a light

Up at the door, and the man generally known as the

English barrister's "clerk" entered.

"Well, Mac," said Mr. Barton, cheerfully, " 'speak of

the devil'—you know what follows I What luck to-

night?"

"Very feir, sir," said the man, quietly toking in the

situation at a glance, as he noted the eager, expectant feces

of the four men, and, dropping into a chair near the group,

he instantly assumed an attitude of close attention.

Ordinarily, McCabe was, as Mr. Whitney had remarked,

rather an insignificant looking man. He was below medium

stature and somewhat dull in appearance, owing to the fact

that he seemed to toke little interest in his surroundings,

while his face, when his eyes were concealed, as was gener

ally the case, by the heavily drooping lids and long eye-

lashes, was absolutely expressionless. When, however, he

raised his eyes and fixed them upon any one, the effect was

nuch the same as though a search-light suddenly flashed in

one's &ce ; but this was only upon tare occasions, and few
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•wual observen would .Irean. r,f ,k l

i„^,. °"*^">''"""»«e after ,o.„,gh,,r„,hi„^.

another, his chief etumedthJe
*""'"* »"«' fo'

stepcomig'up th^Li^'
"°' ""''' °' "^«

' ^ heard a

Mathieson-^ia,
Mi.thews ,LT^ '^"^ •" ^''^ J'""

'he hall. We pass^ S^fh '°"^'!"""-«''d nude for

»nd I cluttered^n ^t "' ""^ ""^ "^ •''e stairs.

•hen at .he foot of ,he',"^f
""";" ""^^ - ^ -uid

"Pstai. again, -nore o1^',r;' "^
^^ "^^ -<1 crept

thing else, so I could reco^J k ^ •' ""'"' ""•" ""X"
"Whatrf,rf„ ["'"'"K"'" him afterwards."
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Mys he, kind o' nharp like. ' An' sure,' njr* Jim, ' it WM

only Dan McCoy, the clerk of the big London lawyer who

ha* come over with the young Mr. Mainwaring I've heard

you speak of, and a right clever fellow he is, too! '
' ClerkI

'

he roars out, ' c lerk, you blithering idiot I he's no irore

clerk than you are coachman, nor half so much, for you're

fit for nothing but to Uke care of homes all your days I

Do you want to know,' says he, ' who you've been enter-

taining? That's no more nor lew than Dan McCabe, a

Scotland Yard man they've brought over, nobody knows

what for, but whatever his game, he's made you play into

his hand!' I didn't stiy to hear more," McCabe con-

cluded, "I got out."

"But how dot.* this Merrick know you?" Mr. Barton

inquired, as the laughter caused by McCabe's recital sub-

sided.

" He doe. r.'t know me, he only knovra of me," the man

replied. " I found that out an hour or two later, when I

met him in a crowd at the Wellington Hotel ;" the speaker

glanced curiously in the direction of Harold Mainwaring

for an instant, and then continued, " I knew him by his

voice, but I spoke with him, and he had no idea who I

was."
" But how has he heard of you?" persisted Mr. Barton.

"There was an American detective—a friend of his—

who came over on the ' Campsmia' on • 'le same trip with Mr.

Mainwaring. He was following up a case in London, but

he managed to keep his eye on Mr. Mainwaring and kept

this Merrick posted of all that he was doing. It we be

cause of some remarks of his that I got wind of, that 1

determined from the (irst to get onto his game."

"Well, Mac," said Mr. Barton, tentatively, "are you

ready to go to work now ?'

'

The keen eyes flashed for an instant in the attorney's
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&<:«. then the man amiwerecl .luietlv <• if „- .

"> tell mc, I'm ready to go ,o wo k'on
^ ' "'"'"'*

'" my own way • if vL- T " "^ ""'n hook and
7 "" *«y

.
If you ve anything to uv Vn i,„, , .,Mr. Barton Blanrnl » ih- '.i.

"""/•' " near it."

McCabe what wc l^ve U ^'"^ " ''' ^'^ '*"" '«"

plan, are."
' '"'"«*• ""'' "•» i-t what our

briefly an^d dL^ "^ liST:' H
'°" '°""" """• ^

h«d made. McCabe iLTn H . I
*^'"">' *'"•'• 't-'X

whether or no. 'he J^wer "a! ! r'""^'"
•'°'>' ""'

h'« 6ce gave no si.r 11^ ^
^ '^'^ •'^ »"">.

curiously ^t Ha^o^dXnwar^n'; " "" '""«• "' ««=«•
"Mrs. LaGrange told you thi.?"
•She did."

"Atwhattime, ifyoupleaw, sir?"
At about half-fNut five."

"Are you aware, sir. that with .u
""d, you are proLbi; the.I '"'P*'"" °^ ••"

I^Orange living?" ^ "" ''"~" *'"' "* Mm.

.oniS wLirMfB^Ir'H ""r'^"^ '"-"«'. "
mean, tLr' " demanded. "What do .-,u

o-i"::::;,:;;;:dtie;^^^^:'--'"'Mrs.u-

^-----rarL^Zn'i^^-

Mai-aring, '^^1 I'S tfl'
'^""^ ""°"^

'•'oughtpo.ible.listeneSIo.hrl^'l.lX.;*' ' *""

«-
a

caae or suicide, but thought noS' or il^^l
*79
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bwrd the wonun'i n«me, thci. I dropped in »nd picked up

the fccto in the cue," and he proceeded to reUte Ihe de-

Uilii of Ihc affair.

Ai Harold Mainwaring lintcncd, he recalled the look*

and wordi of the wretched woman, Iier genuine misery,

her falnehood and dctcit, her pitcouit pleadingn, and the

final lage and icorn with wnich nhc had rejected hi« awirt

ancc even in the (ace of »uch deaperatio.. and despair; and

a niclcening »cn«e of horror utoli over him, rendering him

almoct obi-
'

-ma to the convenation aroimd him.

"'Twan there I »aw this man Merrick," MiCabe waa

•aying in conduaion. " I heard him queitioning th,. maid

about Mr. Mainwaring'a interview with the woman; he

evidently waa onto that 1 aaw the girl myself shortly

afterwards and gave her a hint and a bit of money to keep

her mouth shut about Mr. Mainwaring. She seemed

pretty bright, and I think she will unde.stand her busi-

nesa."

"Confound that mcidlesome Yankee! what was he

prowling around there for?" interrupted Mr. Scott, angrily.

" He hac. no business prying into Harold Scott Mainwaring's

affairs, and I'll have him und. -Und it ; let him attend to

his own duties, and I think, from all reports, he will have

his hands more than fiill then. Mr. Sutherland," he con

tinued, addressing the dtlorney, " there's no knowing what

that beastly bungler who calls himself a detective will do

next ; this thing is likely to be out in the morning papers

with the boy's name mixed up in it, and it must be stopped

right here. His name must be kept out of this at any

price, and you probably can reach the New York press

better than any one of us."

"You are right," said Mr. Sutherland, rising hastily

and preparing to leave ; " our client wants no notoriety of

that sort ; and I will make sure that nothing of the kind
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•ui.prc«cd."
'^ <^^very,h.nB of .h.. m,„.,e i.

needful now, l,ut, liv „« or^cJ^ h
* •'° *•»«•->, i,

gentlemen." * ^^' """' ''~'»"'" "ocd-night.

An hour later, f '-Oibe took ki. j
theorie, or plani he hin ^ . 1

'^'l*'""^ "^ hi. own

« leave the WaTdorfttlnTt^'
"""^ """ ""' *" «"

"Yo.r 'clerk- has been suddenly ralW to i«„i
.".portaat business," he «.id to m' t^^," ""f"

°"

smie, adiinir "Vnun,-
'•uarioii, .ith a (juiet

ikely or S'thJvouT™ """ '^'^''°-%. ^"'^ " » no.
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•ad mow thMi w«t icluaUr teciulred of jw i "O T"" "««*'

)»ve no regrcu over the aRiilr."

"
I untlentand thai, lir ; b«il the thoughl Hut I cmnnol

banlih from my u.ind ii, knowing to well her Ireithery

and deceit, i> it po»ible that »he herwlf had a hand in the

murder, and finding at U«t thai there wa» no hoj* of gain

Ing my friendihip, did the (tar the developmenu which

might follow from what ihe had told ?"

The elder man rfujok hi. head thoughtfully. "Wr

cannot «y, my boy ; the thought occurred to roe almont

inrtanuneouily, for, without doubt, ihe both hated Md

feued him ; but time alone will UU."



CHAPTER XXtV

Hrrwttx THR AL-ni

c^img •cen« of he court-room wm added the uicide of

~^sstri5Lr-j^;£

with the Fir Ck. t^^y
^" '" ""' *•/ """^ctrf

o?Sh""M°"'
''"' "^ •-- -^"«ed''K's^"L':of RaJph Mainwarmg ,nd hi. brother, H.mld W ^«nng; hi. «,„. .h^ „,, heir underthe wMl of H t

«7.^ ,

"^/"°'*" "'P*"« »*'*«" father «,d»„«nd the latter had established himself in asuite^
""'

m^nts at the Murray Hill.
^ "^ "P"*'

young Mainwaring's course occasioned great surprise,nany commended hi, wi«lom. but few wve him r^?7

'

*c genuine .nse of honor which hX^t^' hi^"
""

•""her, ...nd worthy of Hugh Mainwaring hin»e«1

^M

(I'

J!

iff.
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There is no show for him. anyway, and it's much better

policy to yield the point now, don't you see, than to fight

it out along with that pig-headed father of his."

•' He underetands on which side his bread is buttered,

and don't you forget it, my dear boy," was the Uughing

rejoinder.
" It's always best to stand in with the wmmng

side; he won't lose anything in the long run, and he

knows it."

Such remarks occasionally reached young Mamwanng,

making him exceedingly indignant.

" You may say, once jOid for all," he said to a reporter

who was inter viewing him in his apartments at the Murray

Hill, "that in withdrawing from this contest I am not cur-

rying favor with Harold Scott Mainwaring. He and I are

the best of friends, but that fact would not hinder me from

giving him a fair and square light if there were the shghtrat

doubt as to the validity of his claim. But there isn t ;
he

has proved his right, legally and morally, to the property,

and that' s enough for me.

"

"But Mr. Ralph Mainwaring must have some tenable

ground for contesting his claim," said the reporter, tenta-

tively, hoping to get some of the inside facts of the case.

Young Mainwaring froze instantly. "I have nothing

whatever to say, sir, regarding the governor's action m

this matter; any inforraatioQ you desire on that pomt you

will have to obtain from him."

The next development in the Mainwaring case was a

report to the effect that th? whereabouts of Harold W.

Mainwaring could not be ascertained, and it was generally

supposed among his London associates that he had followed

his brother to America by the next steamer. As this re-

port was supplemented by the further facts that he was a

man of no principle, heavily inv. \ in debt, and deeply

incensed at Ralph Mainwaring's success in securing for his
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»n U,e American estate in which he himself had expected

new direction, and "that Mainwaring affair" became Th!absorbing topic, not alone at the club, and othrpU t

H^^ a matter of no small wonder that theHJhS
with that of the woman shown by the preceding day's te,t.mony to have been so closely related to him' /erW,

hands dol^r
""'=' °° "^'" ^" "°'"«^' -" ''«'•» -i".

of fo™ °?r''
''.'''' "' "^ ^^'5' ''°«' *- "-"e'r a matter

elusive, and the interment, a few hours later was stnV.h,

sTrvr thtr'"^
''' ''"^-"^ -'^ rr^et2

Tel^UtL:."'
^^"^" °-^ '"^ '- -- o^ «>e

It was their first meeting since learning of the stranee^elauonship existing between them, and Walter UotZas he entered the presence of the dead r«t ,

of Harold Mainwanng, who had preceded him. His ownfece was haggard and drawn, and the hard, rigid lin" deep

them
"

Th'T '"' '°' '"' °^'^°* °" '"« Iket betTn«jem. Then his eyes looked straight into those ofZZMainwanng with an expression almost imploring.
Tell me, he demanded in low, hoarse tones, "is it

i
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tnw that I am—what she once said and what report it now

ttying—the son of Hugh Mainwaring?"

" It is true," the other replied, gravely.

"Then cune them both!" he excUimed, while his

hands clinched invoU-ntarily. " What right had they to

blight and ruin my life? What right had they to live as

they did, and let the stigma, the shame, the curse of it all

fall on me ? A few months since I had the honor and re-

spect of my classmates and associates ; to-day, not one will

recognize me, and for no fault of mine !"

" Hush I" interposeij Harold Mainwaring ;
" I know the

wrong which has been done you,—they have wronged me,

also, far more deeply than you know,—but this is no time

or place to recall it
!"

The calmness and kindness of his tones seemed to soothe

and control his excited companion.

"I know they have wronged you," the latter rephed;

"but they have not ruined you! You have not only

friends and wealth, but, more than all, your father's na...e.

I," he added bitterly, " am a pauper, and worse than a

pauper, for I have not even a name !"

For a few moments Harold Mainwaring silently studied

the haggard young face confronting him, in which anger

was slowly giving place to dull, sullen despair ;
and his

own heart was suddenly moved with pity for the boy

" Robbed of hU birthright before he was bom,"

reared in an atmosphere of treachery and deceit calculated

to foster and develop the evil tendencies already inhented

;

yet, notwithstanding all, so closely akin to himself

" Walter," he said, gravely, at the same time extending

his hand across the casket, "I realize the truth of much

that you have said, but you need not allow this to rmn or

a»6
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«hat it is not bliZed ,,v
''"" "'""'• ^^ «° '«

your^lf a man of honor andT T '^~"«-'^°'"«
' «<

woS iuf„;:raX':rTJr°r^^^^ -^ «>-
friendship he lud ever known nT'' "^^ '''^' «'^""'"«

alook,searching,ai™;t;:iJi;;?r«l'l^- "« R^'ve

6ce; then reading n„,K [ ' """''^ Mainwaring'g

rered\and;:;l:/C„f/" """'''• '' "»" '"« P™^

if you did !
•

'

•"*""=' '^'J " ""x-ld be no great wonder

ycr own un'woXnVL '^1'^ r,;"
"^ ""= -"" "^

othere." ""^ "'^ "»^ wrongdoing of

There were signs in the boy's face of = h t
between the old pride, inherited frlt^ h

."''^ ""'«8'*

a proposition, I would tell him ,
' ^ '^^^ "^ ^""^h

George, if you wU stll J^"„7 f
°

'° .'''^ f
^"

^
•>«' "^

™n enough anyway that vn.f'ir'
"^'"' '"'' ^'" ^

Afewd^ysla^:'ir'°"""'=^"-8-'
•'"

'ess, had diLppear;d whuht^h f^^'

Pennil««and friend-

knew nor cared In'al ' k t ™" '^'"'«' "'='"'er

of the princiS wLtem^v ''"^ -'-blishment in one

Mainwa^ingTco !^™;"'«''-^ '"^^ "^ "-e firm of

Harold Scott ]vS°nw ^ ^^ '"^°' '="°'^ ^ ^^e ward ofScott Ma:nwanng, was entered as an employ*, wift
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proipect of advancement should he prove himself worthy

of responsibility anu trust. But of this, as of many other

events just then quietly transpiring behind the scenes, little

or nothing was known.

Meanwhile, as the days slipped rapidly away, the party

at the Waldorf was not idle. There were conferences,

numerous and protracted, behind closed doore, telegrams

and cablegrams in cipher flashed hither and thither in niul-

Utudinous directions, while Mr. Sutherland seemed iairly

ubiquitous. Much of his time, however, was spent in the

private parlors of the English party, with frequent journeys

to the court-house to ascertain the status of the case. From

one of these trips he returned one evening jubilant.

"Well," said he, settling himself comforUbly, with a

sigh of relief, " the first point in the case is decided in our

favor."

" That is a good omen," Mr. Barton replied cheerfully ;

"but may I inquire to what you refer?"

" I have succeeded in getting the date for the hearing

set for the next term of court, which opens early in

December."
" I am glad to hear it ; a little time just now is of the

utmost importance to our interests. Did you have any

difficulty in securing a postponement until the next term?"

"Whitney, of course, opposed it strongly. He said

his client wanted the matter settled at the earliest pos-

sible moment ; but I told him that so long as Ralph Main-

waring persisted in butting against a stone wall, just so

long a speedy settlement was out of the question
;

it was

boimd to be a hard '^ht, and would be carried over into

the next term in any event. Then I had a private inter-

view with Judge Bingham, and, without giving particulars,

told him that new developments had arisen, and, with a

litUe time in which to procure certain evidence, we would

a88
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•"•ve our opponent, completely floored .1,even have an inch of fnomf *'"""'' **«"<1 «ot

under present conditilT *" """'' "P°n.-*hile
•Wiling, would, if S™,;

*^.'°*"""«' »° '°"« » he had a
'o a higher court -ZThinZ .

' """ '"»'' °' «PP<al

"ill be ample time." ' ' "" '"'''""J '<> tWnk.

"It looks now "
sairl IM» n

«>««. "as though we mLt !' ^''"' P'*'""''^ " tele-

dence much sooner Iha'll T""'^
'" """""S "«« "vi-

you think of that?" «d L ^'Z""""^'^"- ^'«« do
Sutherland.

*" ''""'«' "«> <>«Pa«ch to Mr.

ove?.l''Xw'JH«r"
'"^^''-^"«' -^ '"' ^'"ced «pid,y

cu2'
'"="'"" ^'^^"•^ -'eft the City,.. ,,„.

Mr. Barton bowed " vvM-i,
"that he has evidently s^ k .kT"'

'" "''"° "P'^'
once starts on the tmiUtTotlv .

'^'"'' '^'^ *'''" "^^

^iy not any great lell'r
?''"''''°" °^ ''"^-^nd

nmshisgametoc^^r.- ' '""'' '^'"'"-before he

tog;tr;:hS4'':;f
r''"'''

"^^'"K "i^ hands
the death- on this, for it'will s,l,°"u' ?"' '° ^' '*" »«

work, the pandes dJuI^LT ""'' "'''' "'
come within my twentyTlTof 1T'

'""""" "^ '^"
Mr. Barton smiled.

'
'f^LX'^"';"

"
same opinion with yourself." he sl^?",

'"'""'^ "' "«'

KHim from him to-day r^nu^r ^ '^^'^ed a cable-

once of the date set fo^ thTr ^
^ "^ '" ''"°"" ^'^ «

"ot, for a kingdom. £ o^^"'' " ''^ ''^'''^ "= -"'d
With the Lou;ctie„?tIf fhr"""^'^'"--. Maanwaring had b^n s^/t^ °' *^"''''"°«

December term of court ^e Zu° "'L''P*'"»S °f «he
" 'ne pubhc paused to take breath

!^
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ad to wonder at thU unlooked-for deUy, but preptntioM

for the coining contot were continued with unabated vigiw

on both udet. Contnuy to all expectationi, Ralph Main-

waring, » fu ftom objecting to the poMponement of the

caie, took ipecial paim to exprea hi» entire latiiiaction

with this turn of aflain.

"It if an indication of comcioui weaknen on their

part," he remarked with great complacency, a» he and

Mr. Whitney were dining at the club on the following day.

"They have e/idently discovered some flaw in their de-

fence which it wiU take, some time to repwr. I can afford

to wait, however; my attorneys and experts will soon be

here, and while our side could easily have been in readi-

neu in a much shorter time, this, of course, will give us an

opportunity for still more elaborate preparation, so that we

will gain an immense advantage over them."

" I suppose, Mr. Mainwaring," said one of bis listeners,

giving a quick side-glance at his companions, " I suppose

that during this interia a truce will be declared, and for

the time being there wUl be a cessation of hostiUties be-

tween the parties in interest, will there not?"

"Sir I" roared Ralpn Mainwaring, transfixing the

speaker with a stare calculated to annihilate him.

"I beg pardon, sir, I intended no offence," continued

the irrepressible young American, ignoring the warning

signals from his associates; "it only occurred to me that

with such an immense advantage on your side you could

afford to be magnanimous and treat vour opponent with

some consideration."

" I am not accustomed to showing magnanimity or con-

sideration to any but my own equals," the other rejoined,

with freezing dignity; "and the fact that my 'opponent,'

as you are pleased to deaignate him, is, for the present,

allowed lioerty to go and come at his pleasure, although

S90
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people in genenl .» .« v,^ „, L *^ "** of which

«hi. pc«on who has«SJS "" "^^ '^'^' '^en

inal merely, but of . cond,™!^!^ ^ ' "'^'«' "''»•

0-in of evidence evVrjtkTw^r;::!'^"^^^ •'^'

hinMelf. • ^ "'^ '''^'* hu been fctged by

There wu an omiaow silence u R>ini, m i^ the Ubie. bmken ..^ by^'^eM^°'^"«"«"•ted at a htUe distance whTwhn
''' 8«tlem«,

».ed listener, had Sn ;o J^Jn^'
T"""''. *" ""'•

<• Tu»«v •^ '" '"e convenation

Thew^ '^
' ""^ ^ '"q""" their nature?^

'^ ^e r::::: r^-^-:^
"" """- '''"^«°-. b.

which was al, that ^"eS!^.:::^
"". ""P"«^ ^'^""ge,

Mainwarin,, wr^hTn:^'^: %;^^' ^ î^P"
^utionary glance from Mr.S% he^^;'*^"«

"

"pon the speaker, gUrine at him fn ^ ^" """^'^
for a moment. ^ ™ "" ""'temptuous silence

--re "^Z'Z^l *' -^^""^ of -. -, but

«nn«ra of effrontery, publicly nd mb\mh-
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. • ^ kinMclf $. bUckiiuttler u>A
knave, ««!«-

„lf by hi. own rtateroent. wd «»«»««='»"^^^ jjKii py •"• ... furthennore, mim "

the deepe.' dye wd I *"' "y-
^j^jj „^ hi.

HTOld SCO.. MainwHi^. "
J« '^'^J ^^ ^der of

d.y. upon the gallow. '" "P"^ »'^'^7« th«k. for

stn^r.:^a^-^^^^^^^^^

he remarked, ""-"y.- ^^^ ttat you Wled to

Ml was .urprued, Mr. '*""'?,3^ „^ „ «« were

recognize the gentteman who addre-ed you a. you

leaving the toble.
"

^j^ ^ut

interference. Do Y"" '^'«": '''"^^^
„f him," the attor-

.. I have never -tMrnbu I know of h
.

_^ ^^ ^^^
ney replied, watchmg h» f.ent clo«

y^ ^

oiable J.
Ponsonby Roget, Q. C, ot uona

of couree that you knew him."
^^^

..J.
Ponsonby Roget. Queen " Com«'^3^ „ that I

met him. but it

-"."""gf
°'

^f. 'he^d^ vi«bly an-

•^r^at i. jl:?what no one i. able « «y.;«^«^^*^

attorney, dowly. " He i. .topping at the Waldort.
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our Wench, lh« Englioh p.rty, but whether u . puMt or in
proTciiioml capKity, no one hju been able to ucertain "

.
"^"**»' ."»»

'
"hy dW you not give me thi. inform.-

tion earlier?*

.K
'.' ^Zi^ *^ •"•' •""'='•"• "»""• Mr. Malnwaring,

that I did not learn of the beta niyielf until within the hut
two houn. My attention wax called to the gentleman aa I
entered the club. I a»umed, of coune, that you knew
him, at leait by light, and when he addrcMd you t up-
poaed for the iniunt that you were acquaintances. '

'

"But how came he at the club? None of the party
from the Waldorf were with him."
"He wa. there aa the eapecial gueat of Chief-Juitice

rwmalee, of the Supreme Court, the gentleman tn hia left.
Judge Parmalee .pent much of hit life in Undon. and the
two are particular friends."

"WeU, it's done, and can't be undone, and I don't
know that I regret it," Ralph Mainwaring remarked, sul-
toJly. •• If he chooses to identify himself with that side
of the case he is at liberty to do so, but he has my orinion
of his client gratis. "

Mr. Whitney made no reply, and the drive was coo-
eluded m silence.

Meanwhile, Ralph Mainwaring had no sooner left the
club than a chorus of exclamations, protests, and running
comments arose on all sides.

" Harold Scott Mainwaring the murderer of Hugh Main-
wanng I That is carrying this force beyond aU bounds I

'

'

"If he cannot get possession of the property in any
other way, he will send the new heir to the gallows, eh?"
" He will attempt it, too ; he is desperate," said one.
" He may make it pretty serious for the young fellow "

said another, thoughtfiJly. • You remember, by hi, o4ii
statements he was the last penon who saw Hugh Mainwar.

i'
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la. .Uye; In fcct, he «• Ir hi. Ilbnry within • fcr

2!m«up«c«l.ng hi. d«.h, ««> •«"•" '^ 'r,'^"
brought to light, If. not to be mvfO^ that he h«J «.y

gre«t»irectlon for hi. uncle."

.'What U thU. gentlemen?" -id » reporter, brlAly.

•ppetring on the Kene, notebook In h.nd. " Any new

development, in the M.inw.riiig CMe ?"

"Ye., • genuine Kn«.tionl" Aouted two or three

*"'"
Gentlemen, .ttentlon . moment 1" «id • commwdlng

voice ouulde. wd «n Imtwt Uter a tall, well-known ^.

*""The ubiquitou. Mr. SutherUndl" Uughingly w-

nounced • Jovial voung fellow, rtanding near »he entrance.

•• Sutherland, .ow I. thi.?" demanded one of the elder

gentlemen.
" Have you a private Uttery conceded about

your perK)n with invWble wire, distributed throughotit the

city, that you leem to arrive at any and every .pot jurt on

the nick of time?" «. nin,

"That i. one of the Mcrett of the profe«ion, Mr. Nor-

ton, not to be revealed to the uninitiated," replied the at_

.tor^. while a quick gUnce flaAed between himself and

'
the Queen". Counsel.

,

"There i. one thing, gentlemen," he contmned, with

great dignity, " to which I wi,h to call your '"ention p«^

ticuUrly you gentlemen of the pre». I am aware of the

.utture of the -senotion' of which you made mention a

moment ago, but I wish it distinctly understood that it .»

to be given no publicity whatever. The name of my chcnt

i. not to be bandied about before the public m connection

with any of Ralph Mainwaring's .mputation. or viUifica-

tion., for the re.«)n that they are wholly without founda-

tion We are thoroughly cognizant of that genUeman s

intenlion. regarding our client, and we wiU meet him on
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"UWW. beyond 11 .h«iow of do«U ou, rli.n,'. «U T',
a«J ...U^o .h, NUinwring „u.e. bu. ,c will. .. ,h.X
Even were there wiy tn,th in th«e ii»inu.tiom, it wouldbe Ume enough, when the charge, .l.ould be prefcr.ed
«g.ln« our Chen., to bhuen U»„ before -he public, but«nce they «e only the product of .pleen uul n«Ii™i,y

S-TrS^^'-" " •"• '^"'" -«• ^"^^ -^^
"Hut it right I" mponded two or rhice voices wUI*Mt reporter replied, courteoiMly,

" "'« *"| ceruinly mpect your withei, lir; bpt you lee
the p,bl.c ,. on the p,i rrW, so to .peak, over tl.i. c»e.

^Ji ? °!I.r"'"
*° «"'"•"' "^ •^•'y "«" "hich we c«^

to «Id to the merest. You have checked u. .« on ««ewther interesting matter already, I believe."
" Perhapa lo," nid Mr. Sutherland, quietly, " but I canprom« you that before long there will be developm™„ i„

A. the rewlt of Mr. SutherUnd', prompt action, thenew.p.pc„ conuined no allusion to that evening's scene at
«>e club

;
but even his energy and caution were powerless toprevent the spre«i of the affair from lip to lip. Mentioned

2« La """r'' '"• "»»" "PP"^ °°-«'. «>•«

Z J "* '" "" ''''««''"». "ith various alteration,
and additions, till it was regarded as an open sec- •;

circles of society. I, reached young Mainwarin, „ .i,

Tk!!*!^ !"^
^^'^°' '•""^'" « "-e Murray H..,, andhe bowed his ••ead in shame that a Mainwaring should stoop

to so disgrscefiu an exhibition of his venomous „™^m
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halrtd. U ntehti HmoM Soui M«in«r«ring, Mid Iht

anouldcring tin In the <l«rk eym gloimrd •frr»h and tht

pitwd fcrc grew ri«ii« »nd rtem. Donning overcwl and

htx, he left hli •partmenii >t «hc Waldorf, and •lar'-l (brth

in St direction of the club mow fre«iueiited Ralph

M waring and Mr. Whitney.

He had gone but a ihoft diitancc when he met young

Mainwaring. The young men exchanged coidUl greeli»(^

and, at Harold'i requert, hU couain rMraced hit itepa to ac-

company him.
•• Why are you making wch a itianger of younelf, Hugh f

I have ii^rcely leen you of law." Mid Harold, after a little

general conver«ition.

" Well, to be (rank with you, old boy, I hav-m't been

around to often a* 1 would like for two reanom ;
for one

thing, I find people geneially are not inclined to regard

our Wen Iship in the name light that we do. You and I

imdenuna one another, and you don't iu»pect me of an^

Bunkeyiim, or any ulterior motive, don't you know, "

" I undctitand perfectly," laid Harrid. *> hi» couain

pau'cd, Kcming io find lomv difficulty in ct /eying hi«

exact meaning ; " and lO long ai you and I do undei.tand each

other, whi.t ii the use of paying any attention to oulwderx?

Whether we were frienda, or refund to recognixe one

another, their imall talk and go«ip would flow on forever,

o why attempt to check it ?"

" I believe you are right ; but that iin't .11 of it, don^t

you know. What I care moat about i« the govemor'n

loung hia head in the way he hai tately. It limply out-

rrgeous, the reports he has started in circulation I'

Hugh paused and glanced anxiously into hia cousin's (ace,

but the frank, brotherly kindness which he read there reas-

nred him
" My dear cousin," said Harold, warmly, " notK. i that

£96
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dlirmnce between u.. There .,. but ,wo «»Uli«„Zt" Ihl. conBectloo ihai I regret
" ™»"»ttncj«

^A«d .he .« ,h.,^. ,„ ^,^, ^ ^^^^

I. ^I^eLhe'rf^ "• "^ -^ '^'"'^"«' "«» •»-• •-

"By J«ve! I'm with you on that " tk. «ka.in^ h..r.„y ...^ • ^ r^-l. :; j:;C:/;;-

^^J, T, ;^.'«"'"^ •
k"- ^t he .m,«d,

knol..^
^•*'^''' ""P'—"' ^«" y^. don', you

vey h«l r.,ched the club-ho^c, .nd H.rold M.inwr-

the boyi.h fccc, reg,rding him with ^h Klidtud.

IIMI it would g,*e him great delight to crry them iml"«cu..on
;
but. my de.r boy. he wi' never h.^ th

"
tun.ty to even make the Mtempi, •

^^'
Yo.mg Mainwimng'. tut brightened. " Why .re vouprepared to he«l him off in th.t direction? By Jo»!?I m nght gUd to know It. Well MI be .m.,n/ . 1

Wddorf in the cou,« of. d.v or w„ v . ^ **
but I rtnn', .

'^ "• ''<'• "'"'^h Obliged,but I don t aue to go into the club-rooma to-night 7,^

.fter-dinner.peechofhi.. Oood-night!"
Ai H«old Mainwaring Muntered carelealy through th,c ub-rooms. returning the greeting, of the «JeltS rf

uie Object whjch he weU knew wm in their mind., however
«97
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until, meeting Mr. Chittenden, the Utter drew him aside

into an alcove.

" I say, my dear Mainwaring, are you aware that your

esteemed kinsman has you under strict surveillance?"

Mainwaring smiled, though his eyes flashed. " I am

aware that he has made statements to that effect, although,

thus fer, his 'surveillance ' has interfered in no way either

with my duties or pleasures, nor do I apprehend that it

will."

"My dear fellow, it is simply preposterous I the man

must be insane.
'

'

" Is he here this evening?" Mainwaring inquired.

" No ; to tell the truth, he has not found it so very con-

genial here since that outbreak of his; he seldom is here

now, excepting, of course, at meals. Mr. Whitney is here,

however."

"I came here," Harold Mainwaring replied, "with the

express purpose of nieeting one or the other, or both ;
on

the whole, it will be rather better to meet Mr. Whitney."

"No trouble, no unpleasant words, I hope?" said the

elder man, anxiously.

" Mr. Chittenden, when you knew me as Hugh Main-

waring's private secretary, you knew me as a gentleman

;

I trust I shall never be less."

"You are right, you are right, my boy, and I beg your

pardon : but young blood is apt to be hasty, you know."

A little later Harold Mainwaring strolled leisurely across

the large reading-room to a table where Mr. Whitney was

seated. The latter, seeing him, rose to greet him, while

his sensitive fece flushed with momentary excitement.

" Mr. Mainwaring, I am delighted to meet you. I had

hoped from the friendly tone of that rather mysterious note

of yours, upon your somewhat abrupt departure, that we

mi^t meet again soon, and, though it is under greatly

agS
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The younger man responded courteously, and for a f,wmoments the twn >-h.f«.j i ,
"""/> ""a lor a few

era! interest IIm
P'"""-''/ "pon subject, of gen-

the coming htigation is terminated, your client .Wnr!nsftute proceedings against me of; L diffe^nt 2rtcriminal proceedings, in fact
" nature,—

'It IS none too public for me Mr Wh,>n-„ r ,.

have not yet answered my inquiry. Mr. Whitney/'

efflct i I
'''''™^"'' "' ^"'""^ «™« to that

Wt^re " 77°*'=" -oq^aintedwith him that Iknow there is no doubt but that he will attemnt tn-what he has threatened. But. Mr Lintr^^S:to say a word or two for mvself Tn ,\. ,

over the estate I as Vlh m '°"""^ '^"°"csutic,
1, as Kalph Mamwarine's conn«.l »«^u„d to do my part without any reference'to my oTn pTsona, opinions or prejudices, and I expect to'mee" ^ou

»99



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

and your couiuel in an open fight,—perhap a bitter one.

But this much I have to lay : Should Ralph Mainwanng

undertake to bring against you any action of the character

which he has threatened," here Mr. Whitney rose to h.s

feet and brought his hand down with a ringing blow upon

the ttble at his side, "he will have to employ other coun^

Kl than myself, for I will have nothing whatever to do with

mch A C&5C •

He paused a moment, then continued :
" I do not claim

to understand you perfectly, Mr. Mainwaring. I will con-

fess you have always been a mystery to me, and you are

.till There are deptljs about you that I cannot fathom.

But I do believe in your honor, your integrity, and your

prebity, and as for taking part in any action reflecting upon

your character, or incriminating you in any respect, I

never will!"
, ^

A roar of appUuse resounded through the club-rooms as

he concluded. When it had subsided, Harold Mainwanng

replied,

—

"Mr Whitney, I thank you for this public expression

of your confidence in me. The relations between us m the

past have been pleasant, and I trust they will continue so in

the future. As I stated, however, I came here to-night

with no unfriendly feeling towards yourself, but to ask you

to be the bearer of a message from me to your client.

Ralph Mainwaring, not content with trying by every means

within his power to deprive me of my right and title to the

estate for years wrongfully withheld from my father and

from myself, now accuses me of being the murderer of

Hugh Mainwaring! Say to Ralph Mainwaring, for me

that, not through what he terms my ' inordinate greed and

ambition,' but through God-given rights which vo man can

take from me, I will have my own, and he is powerl^ to

prevent it or to stand in my way. But say to him that I

300
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will never touch one farthing of this property until I «imd
before the world free and «:quitted of the most remote
Jhadow of the murder of Hugh Mainwaring; nor until the
foul and dastardly crime that stains Fair Oaks shall have
been avenged !"

Amid the prolonged appUuse that followed, Harold
Mainwanng left the building.



CHAPTER XXV

Km TO COVER

A DULL, cheerleas day in the early part of December wn
merging into a stormy night as the west-bound express over

one of the transcontinental railways, swifkly winding i»j

way along the tortuous course of a Rocky Mountain canyon,

suddenly paused before the long, low depot of a typical

western mining city. The arc lights swinging to and fro

shed only a ghastly fadiance through the dense fog, and

grotesque shadows, dancing hither and thither to the

vibratory motion of the lights, seemed trying to contest

supremacy with the feeble rays.

The train had not come to a fiill stop when a man sprang

lightly from one of the car platforms, and, passing swiftly

through the waiting crowd, concealed himself in the

friendly shelter of the shadows, where he remained oblivi-

ous to the rain falling in spiteful dashes, while he scanned

the hurrying crowd surging in various directions. Not one

of the crowd observed him ; not one escaped his observa-

tion. Soon his attention was riveted upon a tall man,

closely muffled in fiir coat and cap, who descended from

one of the rear coaches, and, after a quick, cautious glance

: about him, passed the silent, motionless figure in the

shadow and hastily entered a carriage standing near. The

other, listening intently for the instructions given the

driver, caught the words, " 54S Jeifeison Street."

As the carriage rolled away, he emerged front the

shadow and jotted down the address in a. small note-book,

soliloquizing as he did so,

—
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variotn rliian of men congregating in the i.otel office, moit

of them for an evening of social enjoyment, though a few

seemed to have gathered there for the purpose of conduct-

ing business negotiations. Among the latter, aAer a time,

was the tall man in fur coat and cap, who appeared to be

waiting for some one with whom he had an appointment,

as he shunned the crowd, selecting a seat near Mr. Rosen-

baum as the roost quiet place available. Having removed

his cap and thrown back the high collar of his fur coat, he

appeared to be a man of about fifty years of age, with iron-

gray hair and a full, heavy beard of the same shade. He
wore dark glasses, and, having seated himself with his back

towards the light, drew forth from his pocket a number of

voluminous type-written dociunents, and became absorbed

in a perusal of their contents.

Meanwhile, the proprietor of the Clifton House, feeling

considerable curiosity regarding his new guest, sauntered

over in his direction.

"Well, Mr. Rosenbatmi," he remarked, genially, "you

have hit on rather a stormy night for your introduction to

our city, for I take it you are a stranger here, are you not?"

The soft hat was raised slightly, revealing a rather stolid,

expressionless face, with dark eyes nearly concealed by long

lashes.

" Not the most agreeable, certainly," he answered, with

an expressive shrug and a marked German accent, at the

same time ignoring the other's question.

'
' Your first impressions are not likely to be very pleasant,

but if you stop over a few days you will see we have a line

city. Do you remain here long ?'

'

"I cannot say at present; depends entirely upon busi-

ness, you understand."
'
' I see. What's your line ?'

'

For reply the stranger handed the other a small card, on



RUN TO COVER

bS^'SI ,"''^'^' "^'^^^"^ Brother. DUmond

"Diamond broken, eh? You don't Myi" exclaimed

respect. Must oe quite . busine». You represent thisfi™. I suppose
; you are their silesman ?"

The stranger shook hi, head with a smile. '• We haveno «al«men," he answered, quietly. " We have branch

t™velmg».lesmen. Any one can sell dUmonds ; mybusin«., to buy them." with marked emphasis o'n thel!.

"Well." said his interlocutor, "you're not looking for•em out here, are you ?"
'oonmg tor

" Why not here as well a. anywhere ? So far as my ex-perience goes, it is nothing uncommon in this part of thecountry to run across owner, of fine stones who, for one^n or another, a.e very gUd to exchange the «me fo^

rock, he 11 put up most anything to make a raise."
rhere are many besides those who are down to bed-"ck. a, ,,,, i, ^,„ „^ ^ ^^^ exchle^f

tl^t k,„d,"3aid Mr. Rosenbaum, speaking with deX^on and keepmg an eye upon his neighbor in the fur coat

;

but the>r reasons, whatever they may be. do not concert^us, our busmess „ ,in,ply to buy the gems wherever wecan find them and ask no questions '

'

ti„^I'''H
"""/°"'*'' ^" ^'^ approaching in their direc-

t.on evidently the individual for whom the man in the furcoat was wa:tmg, and Mr. Rosenbaum, thinking it time to
Put^ar.e^totheconver.tion,roseandbega/todon\:

y>5
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" Surely you ue not going out to-night I" .id th. »«.

b.dd.ng hi. ho.t g-xxl.cve„i„g, he «,lied fSweu'.^i
.h.t every word of their convena.ion had bcei ove,h2dby the.r ..lent neighbor, „otwith.Undi„g ,he voI.^nT»documenu which «emed to engro» hi. aften.ion

i;*:r^irh^'"*:^'-'
t'.oix u:.irrr'

I HL """' '"' '"""^ ""1 fof » number of blocfa

Upon emerging therefrom . block away, the soft fel, hat

J^
g.ve„ place to a jaunty cap. while a pair of goS-

,

nmmed eye-gla^e. perched upon the «,uiline nose gave thewearer a decidedly youthful and d^binnaire app^^ /
i'T„t,"\' ^f""'^

""^ '" ' ''"""y "KhtedTation

the door-bell vigorously and a^ited developments Aft!^cons.de«ble delay the door wa. unlocked' and part^i^^opened b, a hatchet-faced woman, who peered ca^y
candle wh.ch the draught momentarily threatened ^o extin

"Good-evening, madam." said the stranger, airilyPardon «,ch an unseasonable call, but I wish to see Mrl^venng, who, I understand, has rooms here "

»harply, her manner mdicating that this bit of information
306
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'''"> P^^S
«'ief of the landlady

""'" ""= ^"P'' •" ">» evide«

moml^tle^o^o,^'''"-!,;:^^^ Mr Rosenbaum paused
•..only habitable building visibleLT ^' '"' ^"* ''^« '^^
•>« a few rods farther doj" .h.

" "" """'*''"«= vicinity,
^hose dilapidated appear^!

"'"."'^" '^'« a small cabin

f'.«J- ApproachingTe X" ^?''' "'' '' """"°^'="
^ed the door; it o^d bu "sbl"

'°"''' '^'- ^°-"'-«"
"«' "e found it. as he had"uSd '''"'"'"• "^-l' »*-°ad^n«.«d. empty and deserted.

I
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Stationing himcir ncu • window which overlooked Na
545i he regarded the iiolatcd dwelling with coniidtrable

IntercM. It wai a two-itory itructure with a long exteniion

in the rear, only one itory in height. With the exception

of a dim light in thii rear ^xirtion, the houM wai entinly

dark, which led Mr. Rownbaum to the concluaion that the

landlady'! private apartmcnu were in thii part of the build-

ing and remote from the loom occupied by her lodger,

which he iurmiied to be the front room on the lecond floor,

a tide window of which laced the cabin.

For more than an hour Mr. Rownbaum remained at hi*

pott, and at lait had the aatitiaction of leeing the tall Agure
in the iur coat approaching down the dimly lighted •ticet.

He aKended the itepa of 545, let himwlf in with a night-

key, and a moment later the gas in the upper front room
wai turned on, ihowing Mr. Rownbauni'a surmiie to be
correct. For an initant the flaring flame revealed a pale

bet without the dark gbuMi, and with a full, dark beard
tinged with gray ; then it wai lowered and the window-
blinds were closely drawn, precluding the ponibility of fur-

ther observation. The iace was like and yet unlike what
Mr. Rosenbaum had expected to see ; he determined upon
a nearer and better view, without the dark glasses, before

making any decisive move.

The following evening, as soon as it was dusk, found Mr.
Rosenbaum again at the window of the deserted cabin,

keenly observant of No. 545. A iaint light burned in the

rear of the lower f.ik while in the front room upstains a

fire was evidently burning in an open grate, the rest of the

house being in darkness. Presently a man's figure, tall and
well formed, could be seen pacing up and down the room,

appearing, vanishing, and reappearing in the wavering fire-

light. For nearly an hour he continued his perambulation,

his hands clasped behind him as though absorbed in deep

J08
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proceeds. I,i«.,ely J^^ ^hj^^l "^"^ "'*» •»««
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|UM, um) I will force yo» to ihaw jrour hand before it h
omi"

(ilaiKing caMMlly acroM at hit neighbor, he found the

dark gloiM* focuHcd upon himwir »iih mth fixity tliat he
rei>|ionded with a friendly nod, and, making lonie trivial re-

mark, found Mr. Manneringnotatallavemetoconverwtion.

A few commonplocni were exchangnl until the arrival of
Mr. RoKnbaum'* order, when the other remarked,—
" Evidently you do not find the cuitine of the ("lifton

Houie entirely utiilactory."

" It ii very good," Mr. RoKnlwiini aniwered, indiffer-

ently, "but an occovioniU change it agreeable. By the
way, iir, have I met you at the Clifton ? I do not rcmeml)er
to have had that pleonure."

"We have not met," replied the other. "I law you
there laiit evening, however, aa I happened in lOon after

your arrival."

" Ah, lo? I am very deficient in remembering (ace»."

Mr. Manncring heiiuted a moment, then remarked witii

a imile, "I, on the contrary, am quite obaervant of iacei,

and youn scemg lomewhat bmiliar j have I not leen you
elKwhere than here?"

Mr. RoKnlaum raided hii eyebrows in amusement. " Ii

in very possible you have, my dear tir ; I travel constantly,

and for aught that I know you may have lecn me in nearly
every city on the globe. May I inquire your business, sir ?

Do you also travel ?'

'

"No," said Mr. Manncring, slowly, but apparently re-

lieved by Mr. Rosenhaum's answer, " I am not engaged in

any particular line of business at present. I am interested

in mining to a considerable extent, and am out here just

now looking after my properties. How do you find busi-

ness in your line ?'

'

Mr. RoKcnbaum shook hit head with a slight shrug.

310
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"
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Mannering replied

;
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n

f I
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mining properties in which we are both interested, and I

could bring in some of the gems with me, and we might

then see what terms we could make.
'

'

" I can remain over, sir, if you can nu.'.;e it an object

for me, and if the stones prove satisfactory I have no doubt

we can make terms. Why, sir," Mr. Rosenbaum leaned

across the table and his voice assumed a confidential tone,

" money would be no object with me if I could get one or

two particular gems that I want. For instance, I have one

diamond that I would go to the ends of the earth and pay

a small fortune when I got there, if I could only find a per-

fect match for it !" and he launched forth upon an enthusi-

astic description of the stone, expatiating upon its enormous

size, its wonderful brilliancy and perfection, adding in con-

clusion, '
' and its workmanship shows it to be at least two

hundred years old I Think of that, sir ! What would I

not give to be able to match it
!"

A peculiar expression flitted over his listener's &ce, not

unobserved by Mr. Rosenbaum. He made no immediate

response, however, but when at last the two men separated,

it was with the agreement that they should dine together at

the same cafd three days later, when Mr. Msinnering would

have returned from his conference with his friend, at which

time, if the latter cared to dispose of his jewels, they would

be submitted for inspection.

Upon retiring to his room that night, Mr. Rosenbaum
sat for some time in deep abstraction, and when he finally

turned off the gas, he murmured,

—

" He will produce the jewels all right, and may heaven

preserve us both from the hoodoo !"

For the two days next ensuing, Mr. Rosenbaum watched

closely the arrivals in the city, but, notwithstanding his

vigilance, there slipped in unaware, on the evening of the

second day, a quiet, unassuming man, who went to the



RU.V TO COVER
Windsor Hotel, teeistvr , ,

"litudeof hisownro.1 T r
^'**"''»"'". in the

following day. Mr J^l'"
'*"^ ""« '"''' !'''"'» «»• the

spection among the leading h'V.'
'" '^'''"« * '°'"" o*" '"-

'he office of'the SC Hr""'r ""'^'y'"'°
inclined, and soon was °l«ed in"""

"""" ^'^'^"j'

proprietor and a dozen of fhf'1 K T'"^""" *'"> '^e

informed that he w^tlnr T' "" "^ ^f^""' -"e
'ookout for "snaps "iHri^"* "r^" *'"' '''«' °" "^e

This announcement prod' '^
"^ ""'"'"^ '^vestments,

•here were not waging P,entv''r'/'^ '^''""S' ""^
Johnson around the^/onS .T'"'.

"""^'^ '" t-''* Mr.

Hi«;o the leading .ilTrn ^^I"ZSr •"'^"""

no n^lntS'to"^''''
-'' «'•M- ..but there's

you understand, ano males ^ ,

""'' °" "'^ 1- »-
And that reminrme.TenUemr.t:rT '°^ •"^«='^'

you happen to knowa'lntThJnaLVofM °"^
>s interested in mines out here?'-

"^"^ "'^
"='"'"=nng, who

"Mannering?" answered one of .K"-n by that name has been al„d hte'off"'
'.

'

'

''"^'^ "
last two or three months • but T H v< - ,

"""^ °" ^°' ">«

-ted in mines to any e'xten th I
'^^ *"= "" '"'-

plenty of money." ' "'°"«'' ""^ ""^ems to have

scr;;;h!'m'."'"'^"'^'-"^''---in1;wiUyon.e.

blu'el^l'^id'^iXrytn'^r' ""- -^ -.^
queer sort of fellow."

^ ^ '° "^^ '° anybody; a

Mr. Johnson nodded hnt h.(x. i.

.At
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weeks, and in all that time he's never exchanged a dozen

words with anybody, till here, the other night, that diamond
Dutchman of yours," addressing the proprietor of the Clif-

ton, "came waltzing in there, and I'll be hanged if the two

didn't get as con6dential over their dinner as two old women
over a cup of tea."

Mr. Johnson turned towards the proprietor with a quiet

smile. " The ' diamond Dutchman! ' Is he a guest of your

house?"

" Mr. Rosenbaum ? Yes ; do you know him ?"

"Not by name, but I think I have seen the gentleman

on my travels; engaged in the jewelry business, isn't he,

and carries his advertisements on his shirt-front and fin-

gers?"

" That's the man," the proprietor replied, amid a general

laugh. "Why? He's all right, isn't he?"
"All right for aught that I know, sir; I haven't the

pleasure of the gentleman's acquaintance, though possibly

I may have if we both remain here long enough," and he

carelessly turned the subject of conversation.

A little later, as Mr. Johnson left the Clifton, he solilo-

quized, "Well, if I haven't exactly killed two birds with

one stone, I think I've snared two birds in one trap. Since

coming West I haven't located one without seeing or hear-

ing of the other; it's my belief they're 'pals,' and if I

can pull in the pair, so much the better."

The following evening found Mr. Johnson in the vicin-

ity of the Royal Cafi ; having discovered a small news-

stand opposite, he strolled in thither, and, buying a couple

of papers, seated himself in a quiet comer, prepared to

take observations. He had not waited long when Mr.

Mannering made his appearance, and, after pausing a

moment to look up and down the street, entered the

restaurant. He had been seated but a moment when Mr.

3«4



RUN TO COVER

.^rrrxri;r?r "'^^'' '-^-^ -'«'-„
'-0 men shook hanla^d "L h"

'?"' ""= "«• ^he
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'°" """ ^"^"^ ^"P^- for these P- he asked a.
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" I think," nid Mr. Mannering, " that my friend vould

dispose of them at a reasonable figure, as he is at present

in need of ready cash with which to consummate an im-

portant mining negotiation."

After considerable fencing and parrying, Mr. Rosen-

baum made an offer for the gems, to which Mr. Mannering
demurred.

" Show me a higher class of gems and I will offer you a

better price," said Mr. Rosenbaum, finally seeming to

grow impatient. " Show me one like this, for instance, and
I will offer you a small fortune," and opening a case which

he had quickly drawa from his pocket, he took from it an
enormous diamond, beside whose dazzling brilliancy the

pair of gems under consideration seemed suddenly to grow
dim and lustreless. He held it up and a thousand rays of

prismatic light flashed in as many different directions.

"What do you think of that, my dear sir? When
I can find a match for that magnificent stone, we can

fill an order which we have held for more than twelve

months from the royal house in Germany. But where will

I find it?"

Twirling the gem carelessly between his thumb and
finger, he watched the &ce of his companion and saw it

change to a deathly pallor.

"May I see that for one moment?" he asked, and his

voice sounded unnatural and constrained, while the hand
which he extended across the table trembled visibly.

"Most certainly, sir," Mr. Rosenbaum replied, and, in

compliance with the request, handed to Mr. Manneri..g the

gem which the latter had himself disposed of Jess than

three months before in one of the large Western cities.

Nothing could escape the piercing eyes now fastened upon
that face with its strange pallor, its swiftly changing ex-

pression. Unconscious of this scrutiny, Mr. Mannering
316
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turned the stone to Mr %Tu "^""""'y. he re-

found .heeyesof he uiterTed ::;
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therefrom an exact duplicate of the wonderful gem, placed

it upon the table beside the latter.

With a smile which the other did not see, Mr. Rosen-

baum bent his head to examine the stones ; he had recog-

nized his man in the brief instant that their eyes had met,

and now, within his grasp, lay, as he well knew from the

description which he carried, two of the finest diamonds in

the famous Mainwaring collection of jewels, stolen less

than six months before ; his triumph was almost com-

plete.

Meanwhile, Mr. Johnson, who had overheard much of

their conversation, was congratulating hinvself upon the

near success of his own schemes, when the officiousness of

a waiter overthrew the plans of all parties and produced

the greatest confusion. Catching sight of the gentleman

waiting in No. 4, he ignored the cashier's instructions and

entered the box to take his order. Mr. Johnson's rep'y,

low and brief though it was, caught the quick ear of Mr.

Rcsenbaum, who muttered under his breath,

—

"The hoodoo! confoimd him !

"

At the same instant a draught I'fted the curtain to No. 3,

revealing to the astonished Manrering a view of Mr. John-

son's profile in the opposite box. His own face grew

white as the table-cloth before him ; he reached wildly for

the diamond, but both gems were gone, and Rosenbaum

confronted him with a most sinister expression.

"My diamond I" he gasped.

"The diamonds are safe," replied the other in a low

tone, "suid you," addressing Mannering by his true name,

" the more quiet you are just now the better."

The elder man's face grew livid with rage and fear, and,

rising suddenly to his feet, his tall form towered far above

Rosenbaum.

"Wretch!" he hissed, with an oath, "you have be-
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jint stopping at No. 545, a tall figure got out and haitily

dinappeared tip the ttqM, while the cab whirled rapidly

away.

Turn about, drive back quietly, and amwer no qua-

tiona," Roaenbaum laiil, ilipping a bill into the driver's

hand, and then glided swiftly through the shadow to No.

545. His manceuvres were seen, however, by Mr. John-

son, who immediately proceeded to follow his example.

Running quickly up the steps to No. 545, Ronenbaum

produced a bunch of skeleton keys, which he proceeded to

try. The first was useless, the second ditto; he heard

step* approaching; the third fitted the lock, but, as it

turned, a hand was laid upon his shoulder, a dark lantern

flashed in his lace, and a voice said,

—

" Your game is up, my man ;
you had better come with

me as peaceably as possible !"

For answer, the other turned quickly, and, without a

word, lifted the ^lapel of his coat, where a stor gleamed

brightly in the rays of the lantern.

The hand holding the lantern dropped suddenly, and its

owner ejaculated, ' Heavens and earth ! what does this

mean ? Who are you ?'

'

"I am Dan McCabc, at your service," was the cool

reply ; then, as the other remained speechless with aston-

ishment, McCabe continued : "I've no time to waste with

you, Mr. Merrick ; we may have a desperate piece of work

on hand; but if you'll come with me, I give you my word

for it that before this job is over you'll meet the biggest

surprise of your life.
'

'

Pushing open the door, McCabe noiselessly climbed the

stairs, beckoning Merrick to follow. By the light of the

dark lantern he selected the door leading to the room occu-

pied by Mannering, and, after listening a moment, nodded

significantly to Merrick.
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CHAPTER XXVI

MAINWARIHO VS. MAIHWAKIMfl

The caw of Mainwuing ventu Mainwaring had ben
et (br the opening of the December tenn of court, being

the Ant one on the docket. The intervening weeki,

-tmitd with ptcpantion for the coming litigation, had

paifd. and now, on the eve of the contot, each aide having

maithaUed its forcei, awaited the beginning of the fnj,

each ^ike confident of victory and each alike little dream-

ing of the end. Frtt^nearand&rwasgk'heredanarrayof

legkl talent a* wel' a v' expert teitimony leldom equalled,

all for the purpoae of determining the validity or invalidity

of a b:t of paper—yellow with age, time-worn and mmty

—which itoiod ai an imunnountable barrier between Ralph

Mainwaring and the fiilfilment of hit long cheriihed project.

The Fair Oaki tragedy Mill remained aa deep a mystery

ai on the morning when, in all its horror of lickenlng

detail, it had ttartled and ihocked the entire community.

No trMe of the murderer had been aa yet reported, and

even Mr. Whitney had been forced to acknowledge in

reply to numeroix inquirie* that he had of late received no

tidings whatever from Merrick, either of success or failure.

Since the announcement of Harold Mainwaring at the

club that he would not touch a brthing of the Mainwaring

estate until not only his own name should be cleared of the

subtest imputation of murder, but until the murder itself

diould be avengedi it had been rumored that the party at

the Waldorf was in posseaion of fiuts containing the doe

to tiie whole mystery. Though this was mere conjecture,

3"
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•idcnblc portion of the rrowd, unlit ttentidn wu Middmljr

diverted by the tight of • itytith turnout in the thapc ofan

elegant tmp and a pair of niiierti bay* driven Undctn, whkh
paacd the Mainwaring carriage and took iu iKMition at

•onie distance nearer the pier. Seated in the trap were

Harold Mainwaring and Hugh Mainwaring, junior. Their

appearance together at that particular time and place excited

no Utile wonder and comment, e«|iecially when, Ihc gang-

plank having been thrown down, the young men left the

turnout in rare of a polirenian and walked rapidly toward*

the hurrying ilream of paiMengen, followed more >lowly by

Ralph Mainwaring and hia party.

All wu explained a few momenta later, an that embodi-

ment of geniality, William Mainwaring Thornton, loomed

up in the crowd, hii daughter U|x)n one ann, upon the

other Mia Carlclon, and accompanied by Mn. Hogarth

and the usual retinue of attendantn.

' IxMka like a fiunily reunion, by Gcorgr I" exclaimed

one of the on-lookere, ai a general exchange of greetingn

ensued, but to a close observer it was evident that between

some members of the difTerent parties the relations were

decidedly strained. No so wilh Mr. Thornton, however ;

his first greetings were for the young men.

"Well, well, Hugh, you contumacious young rascal!

lOw are you ? I hear you've kicked over the tracesand set

the governor and his sovereigns at defiance ! Well, you've

shown yourself a Mainwaring, that's all I have to say t

Here is a young lady, however, who is waiting to give you

a piece of her mind
;

you'll have to settle wilh her."

"Papa!" exclaimed Edith Thornton in fiuut protest,

her fiur lace niffused with blushes as she came forward to

meet her lover, while her fiither tu. led towards Harold

Mainwaring.

"Well, my dear sir," he said, extending his hand with
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"You know very well," continued Ralph Mainwaring,
fluihing angrily, " that if you had forbidden Edith marry-
ing Hugh under prewnt conditions, he would have got
down off hii high horse very quickly."

"That ii something I would never do," Mr. Thornton
replied, calmly, "for two reasons ; first, I have never gov-
erned my daughter by direct commands and prohibitions,

and, second, I think just as much of Hugh Mainwaring
without his lather's money as with it ; more, if it is to be
accompanied with the conditions which you imposed."
"Then am I to understand," demanded the other,

angrily, " that you intend to go against me in this matter ?'

'

"My dear Mainwaring," said Mr. Thornton, much as
he would address a ^tulant child, " this is all the merest
nonsense. I am not going against you, for I have no part
in this contest ; my position is necessarily neutral ; but if

you want my opinion of the whole matter, I will tell you
fiankly that I think, for once in your life, you have bitten
off more than you can swallow, and you will find it so
before long."

" Perhaps it might be just as well to reserve your opinion
till it is called for," the other answered, shortly.

"All right," returned Mr. Thornton, with imperturbable
good humor ; "but any time that you want to wager a thou-
sand . .- so on the outcome of this affair, remember the
money is ready for you I"

The conversation changed, but Ralph Mainwaring was
fiir more chagrined and annoyed than he would have ac-

knowledged. Mr. Thornton's words rang in his ears till

they seemed an augury of defeat, and, though outwardly as
dogged and defiant as ever, he was unable to banish them,
or to throw off the strange sense of depression which fol-

lowed.

Meanwhile, amid the discocdant elements surrounding
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•is more than I can understand, how-
thCK woidi,

ever.
'

'

"I think 1 can explain that part of it," said Harold,
with a smile; " but how such a statement ever came into
his hands is a mystery to me. I will see you this evening
without feil," and, assisting Miss Carleton into the carriage,
he bade her au revoir, and hastened to rejoin young Main-
waring.

That evening witnessed rather a novel reception in the
private parlors of the Savoy; both parties to the coming
contest being entertained by their mutual friends. When
Harold Mainwaring finally succeeded in securing a t»e-a-
tltt conversation with Miss Carleton, she placed in his
hands a small packet, saying,

—

" You will find in this the statement of which I spoke to
you, and I wish you would also read the accompanying note,
and explain how the writer came to have so good an under-
standing of the situation."

With eager haste he drew forth a sheet of paper little less
time-worn and yellowed than the ancient will itself, upon
which was written, in the methodical business hand with
which he was so familiar, a brief statement to the effect that
a certain accompanying document described as the last will
and testament of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring had been
drawn and executed as such on the night preceding his
death, its intent and purpose being to reconvey to an elder
son the family estate, to which he had previously forfeited
all right and title ; that efforts made to communicate with
the beneficiary had proved unavailing, as he had left the
country and his place of residence was unknown. Then
followed Hugh Mainwaring's signature. At the bottom of
the page, however, was a foot- note of much later date,
which put a different complexion on the foregoing, and
which read as follows

:
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•o now, permit me to asure you that if I can ever lierve

you ai a friend, you have but to command me.

" Most sincerely yours,

"C. a M«RWCK."

A smile of amusement lighted Harold Mainwaring'a

£ice as, glancing up from the note, his eyes met those of

Mils Carleton's with their expression of perplexed inquiry.

" This is easily explained," he said ;
" do you remember

the tall, slender man whom we observed on board the

' Campania' as being rather unsocial and taciturn ?"

'
' Yes, I remember he rather annoyed me, for I fancied

he concentrated considerably more thought and attention

upon Vi than the circumstances called for.
'

'

" W/iich shows you Were more observing than I. Such

a thought never entered my mind till I had been about ten

dajrs in London, when it occurred to me that, considering

the size of the town and the fact that he and I were stran-

gers, we met with astonishing frequency. I have since

learned that he was a detective sent over to London on an

important case, and being an intimate friend of Merrick's,

the latter, who, I am informed, was shadowing me pretty

closely at the time, requested him to follow my movements

and report to him, which he evidently did, as I have since

heard that Merrick had expressed to one or two that he was

not at all surprised by the developments which followed my
return to this country. Consequently, it is not to be won-

dered at if he has an inkling that you may be somewhat

interested in this case.
'

'

"But what could have been Mr. Merrick's object in

shadowing you ?'

'

'

' I cannot say. It may have been only part of his profes-

sional vigilance in letting nothing escape his observation

;

but from the first I was conscious of his close espionage of
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noment, the £uth and love whicj itood loyally by me la
my darkest hour,—the hour when the shadow of the crime,
which hai forever darkened Fair Oaks, was clonng about
my very soul

!"

Startled at the sudden solemnity of his words and
manner, she remained silent, her eyes meeting his without
a shade of doubt or distrust, but full of wondering, tender
inquiry, to which he replied, while for an instant he laid

his hand lightly and caressingly on hen, '• Only a few days
longer, love, and I will tell you all I"

On the morning of the following day a dense crowd
awaited, at an eariy hour, the opening of the December
term of court ; a cro*d which was steadily augmented till,

when the case of Mainwaring vertut Mainwaring was
called, every available seat was filled. All parties to the
suit were promptly on hand, and amid a silence almost
oppressive, proponent and contestant, with their counsel
and witnesses, passed down the long aisle to their respective
places.

Seldom had the old court-room, in its long and varied
history, held so imposing an array of legal talent as was
assembled that morning within its walls. The principal
attorneys for the contestant were Hunnewell & Whitney
of New York, and the London firm of Upham & Black-
well, while grouped about these were a number of lesser

luminaries, whose milder rays would sufficiently illumine
the minor points in the case. But at a glance it was
clearly evident that the galaxy of legal lights opposing
them contained only stars of the first magnitude. Most
prominent among the latter were Barton & Barton, of
London, with Mr. Sutherland and his life-long friend and
coadjutor, M. D. Montague, with whom he had never
failed to take counsel ii cases of special importance, all

J3*
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pnvnnged plan, deviied by thow who had been lifelong

enemia of Hugh Moinwaring and the contestant, to

defiaud the latter of hi* rights, and to obtain poHewion of
the Mainwaring esute ; and that the transparency of the

device in bringing the no-called will to light at that

particular time and under those particular circumsfc.nces

was only too plainly , Heat.

Mr. Whitney was warming with his subject, but at this

juncture he was peremptorily called to order by Mr.
Sutherland, who suted that he objected to counsel making
an argument to the jury, when he should confine himself

simply to an opening sUtement. Mr. Whitney's face

flushed as a ripple of amusement ran through the court-

room, but the obje<ition was sustained, and, after a brief

summary of what the contestant proposed to show, he
resumed his seat, and the court then adjotuned until the

following morning.

The first testimony introduced on the following day va»
to establish the unimpeachable honesty and integrity of the

deceased Hugh Mainwaring. Both Mr. Elliot and Mr.
Chittendea were called to the stand, and their examination

—particularly the cross-examination, in which a number of
damaging admissions were made—occupied nearly the

entire forenoon j the remainder of the day being devoted
to the testimony of witnesses from abroad, introduced to

show that for years a bitter estrangement had existed

between Frederick Mainwaring Scott, the alleged foster-

father of the proponent, and the members of the Main
waring family,—the deceased Hugh Mainwaring and the

contestant in particular ; and also to show the implacable

anger of Ralph Maxwell Mainwaring against his elder son

and the extreme improbability of his ever relenting in his

fiivor.

Day after day dragged slowly on, still taken up with the

at
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Buton & Barton look occatiooil notct, which were after-

wardi paved to Sutherland and Montafue, and by thim

laed with telling effect in the cront-examination*, but the

facet of one and all wore an exprcvion imcrulable a* that

of the iphinx.

Only once wa» their > luanimity diiturbcd by any ripple

of agiution, and then the incident wa» lo little understood

a* to be loon forgotten. Ai the third day of he trial wai

drawing to a cIok, a despatch in cipher wan handed Mr.

Sutherland, which when translated leemed to produce a

startling effect upon iu readen. Barton 8t Barton ex-

changed glances and frowned heavily ; Mr. Sutherland's

bee for one brief moment shewed genuine alarm, and

Harold Mainwaring, upon reading the slip of i«per passed

to him, grew pale. A hurried consultation followed and

Mr. Montague left the court-room.

On the following morning the papers announced that at

II P.M. the preceding night, the Victoria, the private car

of the piendent of one of the principal railway lines, with

special engine attached, had left for the West, evidently on

businea of great importance, as everything on the road had

been ordered side-tracked. It was suted that no particulare

could be ascertained, however, regarding either her pas.

sengets or her destination, the utmost secrecy being main-

tained by those on board, including even the trainmen.

This item, though attracting some attention, laused less

comment than did the (act that for the three days next en-

suing, neither the seni( Mr. Barton nor Mr. Montajjue was

present in court ; b»it no one suspected any connection be-

tween the two events, or dreamed that the above gentle-

men, with two of New York's most skilled surgeons, were

the occupapts of the president's private car, then hastening

westward at almost lightning speed.

On the afternoon of the sixth day of the trial, u it be-
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both on the main floor Md in the galUrloi, mm
; thfongi were coagn|aied aboui Uw doorrayi, thow

in Um rear andiog on duin >nd bmiehei thai Ihej might
obuin • view over the hcadi of their more fortunate neigh-

bon, while even the recaact formed by the rnormoua win-

dows were packed with humanity, iwo rowi drrp, the outer

row embracing the inner one in its desperatr effot (o main-

tain its equilibrium.

The opposing sides presented a '.n«rken contrsat in their

appearance that morning. Ralph Mmnwaring betrayed a
nervous excitentcnt very unusual in one of his phlegmatic

lempeiaincnt ; his hce alternately fliahed and paled, and
though much of the old defiant bravado remained, yet he

awaited the opcUng of proceedings with visible impatience.

No> was Mr. Whitnc]i l«ai exated, hii manner revealing

botit \i ,^don and anxiety. On the part of Ilarold Main-

waring and his counsel, however, there wu no agitation,

no hafte; every movement was charactwriied by com-
posure and deliberation, yet something In their beanng

—

something subtle and indefinable but nevertheless irresiitible

—impressed the sensibilities of the vast audience much as

the oppressive calm which precedes an electric i«orm. All

iielt that some great crisis was at hand, and it was amid
almost breathless silence that Mr. Suthirind arose to make
his opening statement.

"Gentlemen of the jury," he began, and the slow,

resonant tones penetrated to the Cuthest comer and out

into the corridors where hundreds were eagerly listenird

"as a defence to the xjharges sought to be established in

your hearing, we propose to show, not by fine-spun theories

based upon electrical and chemical experiments, nor bril-

liant sophistries deduced from microscopic obscrviitions,

but by the citation of stubborn and incontrovertible &cts,

that this document (holding up the will), copit* of which
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CHAPTER XXVII

THB SILENT WITNUS

AmoACHiNO footttepi were heard, but they were the

ttepi of men moving slowly and unsteadily, as though carry-

ing some heavy burden. An instant later, six men, bearing

a casket beneath whose weight they staggered, entered the

court-room and, making their way through the spell-bound

crowd, deposited their burden near the witness stand. Im-

mediately following were two men, one of whom was in-

stantly recognized as Merrick, the detective ; the other as

the man who, a few months before, had been known as the

English barrister's clerk, now wearing the full uniform of a

Scotland Yard official. Bringing up the rear was an under-

taker, who, amid the breathless silence which ensued, pro-

ceeded to open the casket. This done, Mr. Sutherland

rose and addressed the judge, his low tones for the first

time vibrating with suppressed feeling.

"Your honor, I request that William H. Whitney be

first called upon to identify the witness."

Controlling his agitation by a visible effort, Mr. Whitney

approached the casket, but his eyes no sooner rested on the

form and features within than his forced composure gave

way. With a groan he exclaimed,

—

*
" My God, it is Hugh Mainwaring I" and bending over

the casket, he covered his face with his hands while he

strove in vain to conceal his emotion.

His words, ringing through the hushed court-room,

seemed to break the spell, and the over-wrought nerves of

the people began to yield under the tremendous pressure.

}¥>
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Mr. Sutherland nused a warning hand to check the tide of
nervoui excitement which threatened to sweep over the
entire crowd, but it wa. of little avail. Piercing screama
followed

;
women fainted and were borne from the room,

and the faces of strong men blanched to a deathly pallor as
they gazed at one another in mute consternation and be-
wilderment For a few moments the greatest confusion
reigned, but when at last order was restored and Mr. Whit-
ney had regained his composure, Mr. Sutherland inquired,—

" Mr. Whitney, do you identify the dead man as Huirh
Mainwaring?" "

"I do."
•• But did you not identify as Hugh Mainwaring the man

who, at Fair Oaks, o. or about the eighth of July last, came
to his death from the effect of a -unshot wound ?"

" I supposed then, ard up until the present time, that itWM he
;

there certainly was a most wonderful resemblance
which I am unable to explain or account for. but this,
beyond aU question, is Hugh Mainwaring."

"Will you state what proof of identification )ou can
give in this instance that was not present in the other?"
" Hugh Mainwaring had over the right temple a slight

birthmark, - red line extending upward into the hair, not
always equally distinct, but always visible to one who had
once observed it, and in this instance quite noticeable I
saw no trace of this mark on the face of the murdered man •

but as the &ce was somewhat blackened by powder about
the right temple, I attributed its absence to that &ct, and in
the excitement which followed I thought little of it. On the
day of the funeral I also noted .ertain lines in the &ce
which seemed unfamiliar, but realizing that death often
makes the features of those whom we know best to seem
strange to us, I thought no further of the matter. Now
however, looking upon this face, I am able to recall several
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differencei, unnoticed then, but all of which go to prove

that this is Hugh Mainwaring."

Ralph Mainwaring was the next one summoned for identi-

fication. During Mr. Whitney's examination his manner had

betrayed intense agiution, and he now came forward with

an expression of mingled incredulity and dread, but upon

reaching the casket, he stood like one petrified, unable to

move or speak, while no one who saw him could ever forget

the look of horror which overspread his features.

"Mr. Mainwaring," said Mr. Sutherland at length, "do

you know the dead man ?'

'

" It is he," answered Ralph Mainwaring in a low tone,

apparently speaking more to himself than to the attorney

;

"
it is Hugh Mainwaring'; that was the distinguishing mark

between them."

"Do you refer to the mark of which Mr. Whitney has

just spoken?"

"Yes."
" What do you mean by designating it as 'the dibtin-

guishing mark between them' ? '

'

Ralph Mainwaring turned from the casket and faced Mr.

Sutherland, but his eyes had the strained, iar-away look

of one gazing into the distance, unconscious of objects

near him.

"It was the mark," he said, speaking with an effort,

" by which, when we were boys, he was distinguished frqjjn

his twin brother."

" His twin brother, Harold Scott Mainwaring?" queried

the attorney.

" Y«," the other answered, mechanically.

" Do you then identify this as Hugh Mainwaring?"

"Yes; and the other—he must have been—no, no, it

could not be—great God I" Ralph Mainwaring suddenly

reeled and raised his hand to his head. Mr. Whitney
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•ptang to his aaiitance and led him to hit chair, but ia

thoK few moments he had aged twenty yean.

A number of those most intimately acquainted with Hugh

Mainwaring were then called upon, all of whom identified

the dead man as their late friend and asKxiate. These

preliminaries over, Mr. Sutherland arose.

"Your honor and gentlemen of the jury, before pro-

ceeding with the testimony to be introduced, I have a brief

statement to make. Soon after the commencement of this

action, we came into possession of indisputable evidence

that Hugh Mainwaring, the supposed victim of the Fair

Oaks tragedy, was still living, and that of whatever crime,

if crime there were associated with that fearful event, he

wa. not the victim but the perpetrator. We determined at

all hazards to secure him, first as a witness in this case, our

subseqient action to be decided by later developments.

Through our special detective we succeeded in locating him,

but he, upon finding himself cornered, supposing he was

to be arrested for the murder of his brother, attempted

suicide by shooting. The combined skill of the best sur-

geons obtainable, though unable to save him, yet prolonged

life for three dajrs, long enough to enable two of our num-

ber, Mr. Barton and Mr. Montague, to reach him in season

to take his dying states :ent ; a statement not only setting

forth the facts relating to the will in question, but embracing

also the details of the Fair Oaks tragedy and mystery.

This statement, made by Hugh Mainwaring and attested

by numerous witnesses present, will now be read by Mr.

Montague."

Amid an impressive silence, Mr. Montague stepped to

the side of the casket and, unfolding a document which he

held, read the following

:

" i, Hugh Mainwaring, freely and voluntarily and under

no duress cr compulsion, make this, my dying statement,
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/,

not only u a relief to the mental anguiih I have endured
for the pMt few month*, but alM in the hope that I may
thereby, in my lait houn, help in lome degree to right the

wrong which my life oftreachery and cowardice hai wrought.

To do this, I muit go back over twenty-five yean of crime,

and beyond that to the inordinate greed and ambition that

led to crime.

"My brother, Harold Scott Mainwaring, and I were
twins, so marvellously alike in form and feature that our

parents often had difficulty to distinguish between us, but

utterly unlike in disposition, except that we both possessed

a fiery temper and an indomitable will. He was the soul

of honor, generous to a'fiiult, loyal-hearted and brave, and
he exacted honor and loyalty from others. He had no
petty ambitions ; he cared little for wealth for its own sake,

still less for its votaries. I was ambitious ; I loved wealth

far the power which it bestowed j I would sacrifice any-

thing for the attainment of that power, and even my
boyish years were tainted with secret envy of my brother,

an envy that grew with my growth, till, as we reached

yean of maturity, the consciousness that he, my senior by
only a few houn, was yet to take precedence over me—to

possess all that I coveted—became a thorn in my side whose
rankling presence I never for a single waking hour forgot

;

it embittered my enjoyment of the present, my hopes aM
plans for the fiiture.

"But of this deadly undercurrent flowing &r beneath

the sur&ce neither he nor others dreamed, till, one day, a
woman's face—cold, cruel, false, but beautifij, bewitch-

ingly, entiancingly beautiful,^<:ame between us, and from
that hour all semblance of friendship was at an end. With
me it was an infatuation ; with him it was love, a love ready

.

to make any sacrifice for its idol. So when our fiither threat-

ened to disinherit and disown either or both of us, and the
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Wk, ficUe hart of . womw wu laid in the baUnco i««in.t

»/""^ *""'"• ' "" "'' opportunity for ^,i„g ,heteng coveted prue. We each m«le hi. choice ; my bother«W h^,rth„gh, for . me- of potti^e; hi.' right, we"
tnwrferred to me, .nd my ambition wa. at la.t gratified

Nov.™!!!""
*"* "*• *""' ^~" '*'"• »° ">» night ofNovember .eventeenth, ,8-. within a few hou™ preceding

J^iSh- ""i: I'
"**""'"• "'^°'""« ">ewiU by which

to ht^«^' r'"*
" """ ""' "»" "»»°"°<r him again

to h» foil nght and title to the estate. Thi. wa. „otVnwed to me. Though no word, on the .ubject had

~. gr^lually relentmg toward, the «,n who had ever been
h.. fiivonte. «,d on the l..t day that he wa. able to leaveh» room, I had come upon him unaware in the old picture^lery, ..and.ng befo« the portr«t of hi. elder „nf.S
chedfa. When, therefore, on the night precedinrhi.daa my ather demanded that an attorney^ .ummfn^"^fee mg. can be imagined. Just ^ the pri^e whichhad ^ long regarded as mine was almost within my grasp

a ^n '^\'' "" '""'^ ""= '" '"« gratification^

^^Zr:^ "^ .'''^"•' ^"-y^Se I could have
throttled h.m then and there without a qualm ; fear of thelaw alone held me back. I tried to dls^uad; him bu itwas usele-. I then bribed the servant sent to bri^g ^eattorney to report that he was out of town, and when tlutproved of no avail. 1 sent for Richard Hobson, a pennil«
Jyster, whose Uck of means and lack of pri;cip^ iZaeved would render him an easy tool in my hands. He

^jj rjr'> '°"^''^' ''"°' '^'^ *« <="'"«» i»to«compact I imie dreaming I was setting loose on my track
.ventableheU-hound! ThewiU was Lwnand ^i^^
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Hobion and one Alexander McPhenon, *n old friend of

my bther's, dgning ai witneasef. Within twenty-four houn

of iti execution, Richard Hobaon was richer by leveral

hundred pounds, and the rill wai in my poMcnion. Two

dayi later, I had a fiilae telegram lent to our place, mm-
moning McPhenon to his home in Scotland. He left at

once, before my father's burial, and his death, which oc-

curred a few weeks later, removed the last obstacle in the

way of carrying my plans into execution. My brother at

that time was in Australia, but in what part of the country

I did not know, nor did I try to ascertain. My constant

fear was that he might iti some way—though by what means

I could not imagine—get some knowledge of the will and

return to set up a claim to the estate. As soon as possible,

therefore, notwithstanding the protests of my attonieys, I

sold the estate and came to America.

' Concerning the yean that followed, it is needless to go

into detail ; they brought me wealth, influence, power, all

tkat I had craved, but little of happiness. Even when

there came tidings of my brother's death at sea, and I felt

that at last my title to the esUte was secure, I had little en-

joyment in its possession. Richard Hobion had already

begun his black-mailing schemes, his demands growing

more frequent and exorbitant with each succeeding year.

Through him, also, the woman who had wrecked my
brother's life received some inkling of my secret, and

through this knowledge, slight as it was, gained enough of

a hold over me that life was becoming an intolerable bur-

den. Through all these yeara, however, I kept the will in

my possession. Even after hearing of the death of my
brother, a cowardly, half-supeistitious dread kept me from

destroying it, though doubtless I would have done so soon

after making my own will had I not been prevented by cir-

cmnstances unforeseen, which I will now state.
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"The eventi which I >m about to reUte we itunped
upon my bnin u though by fire; they h.ve htunted me
ctoy »nd night for the put five months. On the seventh
Of July last, I made and executed my will in favor of my
namesake, Hugh Mainwaring, and on the following day—
his birthday and mine-he wa. to be declared my heir. Itw" pait eleven o'clock on the night of that day when I
retired to my private library, and it was fiilly an hour later
when, having dismissed my secretary. I fimUly found my-
^If alone, as I suppo«^d, for the night. My thoughts weic
ar from pleasant. I had just had a stormy interview withmy housekeeper. Mm. UGrange, who had tried, as on
previous occasions, to coerce me by threats into a private
"«ri«ge and a public recognition of her a* my wife and
of her child and mine

; and, in addition, the occurrences of
the day had been of a nature to recall the past, and events
which I usually .ought to bury in oblivion were passing be-
fore my mental vision despite my efforts to banish them.
Suddenly a voice which seemed like an echo of the past
recaUed me to the present. Somewhat startled, I turned
qmckly, confronting a man who had entered unperceived
ftom the tower-room. He was my own height and size,
with curUng black hair and heavy mustache, but I was un-
able to distinguish his features as he remained standing
partly in the shadow. Before I could recover from my sur-
pnse, he again spoke, his voice still vaguely iamiliar.

'•

'
The master of Fair Oaks'—the words were spoken

with stinging emphasis—-seems depressed on the eve of
his festal day, the day on which he is to name the heir and
successor to his vast estates !'

"I remembered that a stranger had called that day
during my absence, who, my secretary had informed me,
Jud shown a surprising iamiliarity with my private plans
'"I think,' I replied, coldly, ' that you &voied me with

347



THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

• call thii afternoon, but whatever your bMinoM then cr
now, you will have to defer it for a few day*. I do not
know how you gained admittance to theie apartmenU at thif
hour, but 1 will tee that yoa are CKorted from them without
delay,' and ai I ipoke I roie to ring for a lervant.

" He anticipated my intention, however, and with the
HHity of a panther ipnmg noiKlenly acroa the room,
intercepting me, at the lame time raiting a large, Engliah
buU-dog revolver, which he leveUed at me.
" ' Not to fiut, not to 6it,* he taid, toftly ; ' you can

afford to wait a little ; I have waited for yean I'

" I ttood ai though^ rooted to the tpot, gazing at him
with a tort of iatcination. At he emerged into the light

there wat lomething almoM iamiliar in hit featurei, and yet
tomething horribly incongruout and unreal. Hit eyet
glowed like living lire ; hit toft, low tones reminded me of
nofting to much as the purring of a tiger ; while the tmile
that played about hit lipt was more terrible than anything
I had ever teen on human lace. It was ten timet more
fearfiil than the muzile of the revolver confronting me,
and seemed to freeze the very blood in my veint.

" 'You take a base advantage; lam unarmed," Isneeted.
" I knew too well with whom I had to deal to come

unarmed,' he replied; 'though this,' and he lowered the
revolver, ' thit is not the tort of weapon you would em-
ploy,—a thrutt in the dark, a stab in the back, that is your
ityle, coward I'

•"I demand an explaii-/.:ion of thif,' 1 said.

" He folded his arms, still retaining his hold upon the
weapon, as he answered, ' Explanations will follow in due
time

; but surely, on the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of
such a life as yours, congratulations are first in order.
Allow me to congratulate you, Hugh Mainwaring, upon
the success which has attended and crowned the past
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<l\'

IM will Mtd UMuncat of • dying IkUier, of wUch fM
hav* dcflmudcd im for twcBty-Avc yean t'

" ' You are a liar and an Impoator t' I cried, cniaged

at the Mund of my brother'! name, and for the imtant be-

lieving the roan to be Mine emiiMry of Hobion'i who had
OMd it to work upon my feelingi.

" Drawing hlaaelf up to hii liill height, his eyet blating,

he anfwered in low tonei, ' Dare you apply thoae epitheti

to me, uiurper that you are? You are a liar and a thief,

and if you had your dewrti you would be in a felon'i cell

to-night, or traniported to the wildi of Australia t I an
impostor ? See and judge for younelf I ' and with a sudden,

wift movement the bta^k curiing hair and mustache were

daahed to the floor, and he stood before me the exact

counterpart of myself. Stunned by the transformation, I

pscd at him speechless; it was like looking in a mirror,

ftature lor feature identically the same I For a few seconds

my brain seemed to reel from the shock, but his tones re-

called me to myself.

" <Ahr he said, with mocking emphaaii, 'who is the

impostor now?'

" My first thought was of self-vindication, and to effect,

if possible, a compromise with him. < I am no impostor or

usurper,' I Mid, 'because, believing you dead, I have used

that to which in the event of your death I would be legally

entitled even had you any claim, and T un wilting, not as

an acknowledgment of any valid claim on your part, but as

a concession on my own part, to give you a liberal share in

the estate, or to pay you any reasonable sum which you may
require

'

" He stopped me with an intolerant gesture. ' Do not

attempt any palliation of the past with me/ he said,

sternly ; ' it is worse than useless ; and do not think that

you can make any compromises with me or purchase my
3J»
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•ilk • MSM of mjr own impoiencjr my ngc and hsind In-

crcacd. Forgetful of the weapon in hli hand and almoM
blind with Any, I (pnng toward* him, intending to throttle

him—10 Mrangle him—until he nhould plead for mercjr,

Imtantlx he railed the revolver in warning, but not before

I had Kiied hii wriit, turning the weapon from mywif.

A brief itruggle followed, in which I loon found my (trength

wa* no match for hi*. Growing dc*perate, I .ummoned all

my (tiength fur one tremendou* elTort, at the lame time

holding hiiwriit in a vice-like grip, forcing hi* hand higher

and turning the revolver more and more in hi* direction.

Suddenly there wa* a (laih,—a *harp report.^^nd he fell

heavily to the floor, dragging me down upon him.

" For «n imtant I wa* too much *tunned and bewildered

to realize what had happened, but a glance at my opponent

revealed the lituation. He lay motionleia where he had

fallen, and a ghastly wound over the right eye told the ter-

rible *tory. Daied with horror, I placed my hand over

hi* heart, but there wa* no motion, no life,—he wa* dead

!

The awfiil truth forced itwif upon me. Mad and blind

with nge, I had turned the weapon upon him and it had

diicharged,—whether by Kime nidden movement of hi*

hand, or by the accidental preiaure of my own finger* upon

the trigger, God alone know*, I do not I One iact I could

not then, nor ever can, forget ; it wa* my hand that gave

the weapon its deadly aim, however blindly or unwittingly,

and the blood of my brother whom I had wronged and de-

frauded now lay at my door.

"The agony of remorse that followed wa* something

beyond description, beyond any suffering of which I had

ever dreamed ; but suddenly a thought flashed upon me
which added new horror, causing m« to spring to my feet

caid with terror, while great beads of perspiration gathered

oa my brow. When that terrible seeae should be revealed,
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THAT MAINWARING AFFAIR

" My fevered bnin grew cool, my pulK iteady, and my
nervei firm ai I proceeded at once to act upon the idea.

Kneeling beude the dead man, I examined the wound.
The bullet had entered above the right eye and paaed
downward, coming out at the base of the brain ; from both
wound! the blood was flowing in a slow, sluggish stream.

Drawing a large handkerchief from my pocket, I bound it

tightly about the head over both wounds, knotting it firmly

;

then carrying the body into the tower-room, I made sure

that all doors were locked, and proceeded to put into exe-

cution the plan so sutddenly formed. By this time I was
myself, and, though the task before me was neither easy nor
pleasant to perform, I went about it as calmly and methodi-
cally as though it were some ordinary business t ; .action.

As expeditiously as possible I removed the ouia man's
clothing and my own, which I then exchanged, dressing

the lifeless form in the clothes I had worn on the preceding
day, even to the dressing-gown which I had put on upon
retiring to my apartments, while I donned his somewhat
travel-worn suit of tweed. Having completed this grue-
some task, I leit the body in much the same position in

which it had originally fidlen, lying slightly upon the right

side, the right arm extended on the floor, and, to give the

appearance of suicide, I placed my own revolver—first

empt)ring one of the chambers—near his right hand. On
going to my desk for the revolver, I discovered the explana-

tion of my brother's words when he said that he had
already undone my work of the preceding day, the final

act of the ferce I had carried out. In the terrible excite-

ment of thos^ moments his meaning escaped my mind

;

now it was clear. My own will, executed with such care,

and which early in the evening I had left upon my desk,

was gone. That he had destroyed it in his wrath and
scorn I had abundant proof a little later, upon incidentally
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finding in the null g«te in that room the partiaUy burnedW««f of the document, which I left to"^^,, .J^r^1

(u'^ll
"ti'fi^tohly <%K»ed of Hugh Mainwwing

(« the de«l man now seemed to my over-wrought im.^
nation), I m«le prepmdon for my immediate departureTh« occupied little time. There wa. fortumitelT*™

«u« nature I left,_they were of value only to Hu^. Main-'•nng, and he wa. dead I A. the cai* would L inade-

deTl^^^rr', : '"I "r*- ' "'^'^ -^^ con.ide«ble

fi~lly did. Theae I put in a .mall box covered with ordi-
n^Trwtappmg-paper to attract as littleattention as po»ible,

S^j!"^* T'""^ "^ prepamtions. I remo;^ th^

pnvate key. to my hbrary into the metallic box which hadheld the jewel.. Then donning the black wig and mu.-

^enmy. together with a long aUter which he had l4 i^Ae tower^room I took one farewell look at the &mili^aparunen^ and their .Uent occupant and «ole noisele»lyo^t mu, the mght. I n^ained on the pn™u«. only lonj

Zh T?/"" ?' "™" ""' '" '""^ ^«- °f *« "ouJ, intowhich I threw the metallic box and it. contents, then foN

?rot '^\"-"«'' ">« ^'ove to the side st'r^t 1 l^L^ Oafa, as I weU knew, forever. While yet ;» t^ePomid. I met my own coachman, but he failJ to recog

I L"^!'"
"y di.6"i»e. My plans were already formS

L^ TtL
""^

J--^'-'-
"-' "r >-'« visit,^ andtcaller of the preceding afternoon, whose card bore the

^ofJ^HenryCamithe^, were one and^sam^ My«cre.«y I»d .Uted that Carruthers had come o„, from2
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dty that day, to my appearance at the depot, dreoed in hit
own disguije, would probably attract no attention. I wai
fortunate enough to reach the depot just as two trains were
about to pull out ; the suburban train which would leave in
three minute* for the city, and the north-bound express,
due to leave five minutes later. I bought a ticket for New
York, then passing around the rear of the suburban train,
quieUy boarded the express, and before the discovery of
that night's fearful tragedy I was speeding towards the great
Wert.

"But go where I might, from that hour to this, I have
never been free froii, agonizing remorse, nor have I been
able for one moment to banish from my memory the sight
of that face,—the (ace of my brother, killed by my own
hand, and a discovery which T made within the first few
hours of my flight made my remorse ten times peeper. In
going through the pockets of ihe suit I wore I found a letter
from my brother, addressed to his son, written iu my o»-n
library and at my own desk while he awaited my coming.
He seemed to have had a sort of presentiment that his inter-
view with me might end in some such tragedy as it did, and
took that opportunity to inform his son regarding both his
past work and his plans for the future. What was my
astonishment to find that his son was, at that time, as
totally unaware of his fether's existence as was I a few
houre before of the existence of a brother

!

" From this letter I learned that the son had been given
aw«y at birth, and was to know nothing of his true parentage
until he had reached yeare of maturity ; that he himself
had been shipwrecked, as reported yeare ago, but had es-
caped in some miraculous manner

; that reaching Africa at
last, he disclosed his identity to no one, but devoted all his
energies to acquiring a fortune for his son. He succeeded
even beyond hk anticipations, and when neariy twenty

JS6
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yean lud el«p«d, sdled for his old Australian home, to
find his son. Arriving there, he learned that his son, while
punning his studies in EngUnd, had obtained information
of the will made in his Cither's &vor, and learning facts
which led him to believe that the will was still in existence
and in the possession of his father's younger brother, had,
with the advice of his London attorneys, gone to America,
and was then in his uncle's employ for the purpose of
secunng proof regarding the will, and, if possible, posses-
sion of the will itself. Upon learning these fects, my
brother had immediately proceeded to London and to
Barton & Barton, his son's attorneys, who, upon his arrival
there, informed him of his son's success up to that time
and also notified him that his brother was about to cele-
brate his approaching fiftieth birthday by naming the son
of Ralph Mainwaring,as his heir, Ralph Mainwaring and
6mily having just sailed to America for that purpose. My
brother then took the iint steamer for America, arriving
only two days later than Ralph Mainwaring. Though
unable to obtain an interview with me at once, as he had
intended, he had succeeded in catching sight of me, in order
to assure himself that the marked resemblance between us
still existed, and, to emphasize that resemblance, he then
s.aved and had his hair cut in the same style in which I
wore mine, so as to render the likeness the more striking
and inisputable when he should announce him.self to me.
"His existence and return he wished kept secret from

his son until the successful consummation of his plans, but
he wrote the letter as an explanation in case there should
be any unforeseen termination. The letter was overflowing
with a father's love and pride ; his allusion to the difficulty
with which he had restrained his feelings when he found
himself face to face with his son on ihe afternoon of his
call, being especially touching. Ihe perusal of that letter
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•dded a hundred-fold to my own grief «,d remone. Idued no. run the ride of diidosing my^lf by lending it tomy brother'. «o, but I have pra*rved it oirefuUy for him,
•nd desire it to be given him ai quickly a. pomble

"Through New York pepen I learned from time to time
of the murder of Hugh Mainwaring, the loM will, the dis-
covery of the old will, and the appeamnce of the rightful
heir. From that wuice, alw, I learned that Merrick, the
detective, ww, riiadowing the murderer, who w„ generally
luppoaed to be a man by the name of Carruthen. I had
one advantage of Merrick. I knew him-my old friend
Whitney having often panted him out to me^while he did
not know the man he wught. Many a time in my wander-
ings I have Ken him, and, knowing well the game he was
after, eluded him, only to &11 at laat into the snaie of one
whom I did not know. The man marching for the mur-
derer of Hugh Mainwaring encountered another, tiailing
Ae murderer of Harold Scott Mainwaring, and I suddenly
found my time had come ! A coward then, as always, I
toed to shoot myself. In the darkness I held the muzzle
of my brother's revolver to my own temple ; instantly there
flashed before me his fece when I had killed him ! I grew
sick, my hand trembled and dropped; then, as my pur-
suers came nearer, I aimed for my heart and fired ! This
IS the result. Death was not instantaneous, as I had hoped ;
instead, I was given this opportunity to make some slight
reparation for my sin; to aid, as I said before, in righting
the wrong wrought by my past life.

"And now, in these my last moments, I do solemnly^rm and aver that on the night preceding his death, my
fether executed a will restoring to my elder brother his fiill
right and title, which will I have for more than twenty-five
years last past wrongfully and fraudulently withheld and
concealed

; and that my brother being now dead, killed bv
35S
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my on hand, though unwittingly and unintentionidly, his
son Harold Scott Mainwaring, is the rightful and sole heir
to the entire Mainwaring esute.

"Signed by Hugh Mainwaring in the presence of the
foUowingwitnesKs: William

J. Barton, M. D. Montague,

McCabeandC. D. Merrick."
At the conclusion of this statement, there was shown in

evidence the rusty metallic box—dragged from the lalte-
with the keys and the knotted, blood-stained handkerchief
found therein. This was followed by brief testimony by
Harold Scott Mainwaring and the old servant, James Wil-
son, but the proceedings following the reading of the state-
ment were little more than mere form. There was litUe
attempt atcross-examination, and when the time came for the
argument by counsel for contestant, Mr. Whitney, who had
been deeply affected by the confession of his old friend
declmed to speak.

All eyes were fastened upon Mr. Sutherland as he aroK
as was supposed, for the closing argument. For a momenl
h« eye, scanned the faces of the jurora, man by man, then
addressmg -he judge, he said slowly, in clear, resonant
tones,

—

" Vour honor, I submit the case without argument."
In less than forty-five minutes from the conclusion of the

Statement the jury retired, but no one moved from his place
in the crowded court-room, for all felt that little time would
be required for their decision. In ten minutes they re-
turned, and, amid the silence that followed, the foreman
annomiced the verdict, "for the proponent, Harold Scott
Mainwaring. *

'

Cheers burst forth from all parts of the room, and the
walls rang with applause, which was only checked by a sud-
den, simultaneous movement of several men towards the
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contcMant. With the announcement of the vojcdict, Ralph

Mainwaring had ruen to his feet, a* though in protest. For

an instant he stood gasping helplessly, but unable to utter a

word ; then, with a loud jtroan, he sank backward and

would have fallen to the floor but for his attorneys, who had

rushed to the assistance of the stricken man.

A few moments later the lifeless remains of Hugh Main-

waring were carried from the court-room, while, in another

direction, the unconscious form of Ralph Mainwaring was

borne by tender, pitying hands, among them those of the

victor himself, and the contest of Mainwaring vtrsus Main-

waring was ended.****»*
The bright sunlight of a December afternoon, ten days

after the close of the trial, crowned with a shining halo

the heads of Harold Scott Mainwaring and his wife as they

stood together in the tower-room at Fair Oaks. But a few

hours had elapsed .lince they had repeated the words of the

beautifiil marriage service which had made them husband

and wife. Their wedding had been, of necessity, a quiet

one, only their own party and a few of their American

friends being present, for the ocean-liner, then lying in the

harbor, but which in a few hours was to bear them home-

ward, would carry also the bodies of the Mainwaring

brothers and of Ralph Mainwaring to their last resting

place.

Here, amid the very surroundings where it was written,

Harold Mainwaring had just read to his wife his father's

letter, penned a few hours before his death. For a few

moments neither spoke, then Winifred said brokenly,

through .'ast falling tears,

—

" How he loved you, Harold 1"

<' Yes," he replied, sadly; "and what would I not give

for one hour in which to assure him of my love ! I would

3*0
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giMDy have endured any suffering for his sake, but in the
few moments that we stood fiice to fitce we met as stran-

gers, and I have had no opportunity to show him my
appreciation of his love or my love for him in return."
" Don't think he does not know it," she said, earnestly.

" I believe that he now knows your love fcr him fiir more
perfectly than you know his."

He kissed her tenderly, then drawing from his pocket a
memorandum-book, took therefrom a piece ofblotter having
upon it the impress of some writing. Placing it upon the
desk beside the letter, he held a small mirror against it,

and Winifred, looking in the minor, read,

" Your affectionate father,

"Habold Scott MAiNWAmmo."

Then glancing at the agnature to the letter, she saw they
were identical. In aaswer to her look of inquiry, Harold
said,

—

" I discovered that impress on the blotter on this desk
one morning about ten days after the tragody, and at once
recognized it as my fiither's writing. In a flash I under-
stood the situation ; my 6ther himself had returned, had
been in these rooms, and had had an interview with his

brother! I knew of the marked resemblance between
them, and at once questioned. How had that interview
ended ? Who was the murdered man ? Who was the mur-
derer? That was the cause of my trip to England to try
to find some light on this subject. I need no words to tell

you the agony of suspense that I endured for the next few
weeks, and you will understand now why I would not—even
to yourself—declare my innocence of the murder of Hugh
Mainwaring. I would have borne any ignominy and dis-

honor, even death itself, rather than that a breath of suspi-
cion should have been directed against my lather's name."
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" Mt hero 1" ihe excUiined, »miUi>g through >«' ««^|

then tdced. ' ' When »nd how did you \tm the re.1 fccti?-

.. Almort immediately upon my return to^ ^'T''

«d from M... UGrmnge," .nd he told her ^.ly rf W«

Wot interview with that unhappy woman. " Up t* thed^

of the funeml, .he *.» inno™"' of the truth, ^» « «~*

day .he detected the dit ence, which aone of th. othm

NW. She knew and recognized my fcther."

Standing at hut on ...e wertem vemnda, they took their

fcieweU of Fair Oaks.
..„,. I

.. Bwutifal Fair Oaki !• Winifred murmured
;

once I

loved you; but you could never be our home-, you hold

meiBoriet&r too bitter I"

^^." Harold r,!pU«l. gravdy. "It i. darkened by

crime «k1 rtain«l with innocent blood. The only bnght

feature to redeem it," he added with a «ule, "» the

„««ory of the love I found there, but that, and he drew

^^ do.ely within hi. own. " I uke with me to Eng-

land, to my father', home and mine."

Together thevleft the majctic arched V"^^'^^'^
downthe oak-lined avenue, through the dim twUightofAe

great bough, interlocked above their head., pa-ed on. o«

ito the rmUght, with never a fear for .hadows ti»t miglu

come ; each Long and confident in the love that un|«d

them '< for better for worse, for richer for poo«r, in Bck-

MM and in health, . . . till death u. do part.
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