Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any of
the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming are
checked below.

Coloured covers /
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged /
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated /
Couverture restaurée et/ou peliiculée

Cover title missing / Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps / Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than biue or black) /
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que blzue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations /
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

‘/ Bound with other material /
Relié avec d'autres documents

Only edition available /
Seule édition disponible

/1 Tightbinding may cause shadows or distortion along
interior margin / La reliure serrée peut causer de
Fombre ou de la distorsion le long de la marge
intérieure.

Blank leaves added during restorations may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have been
omitted from filming / |l se peut que certaines pages
blanches ajoutées lors d’'une restauration
apparaissent dans le texte, mais, lorsque cela était
possible, ces pages n’ont pas été filmées.

‘] Additional comments /

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below /
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10x 14x 18x

Ulnstitut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il lui a
été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet exem-
plaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue bibli-
ographique, qui peuvent modifier une image reproduite,
ou qui peuvert exiger une modification dans la métho-
de normale de filmage sont indiqués ci-dessous.

Coloured pages / Pages de couleur

Pages damaged / Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or iaminated /
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

\/ Pages discoloured, stained or foxed /
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached / Pages détachées

Showthrough / Transparence

| Quality of print varies /

Qualité inégale de I'impression

Includes supplementary material /

Comprend du matériel supplémentaire

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata slips,

tissues, etc., have been refilmed to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages totalement ou
partiellement obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une
pelure, etc., ont été filmées a nouveau de facon a
obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Opposing pages with varying colouration or

discolourations are filmed twice to ensure the best
possible image / Les pages s’opposant ayant des
colorations variables ou des décolorations sont
filmées deux fois afin d’obtenir la meilleure image
possible.

Cover title page is bound in as la§t page in
Commentaires supplémentaires: book but filmed as first page on fiche.

22x 26x 30x

12x 16x 20x

24x 28x 32x



No. 4.

BILL.

“An Act to providebetier for the freedom of
Elections throughout this Provinee, and
for other purposcs therein mentioned.”

Reccived and Read a first time, Tuesday 15th June, 1811

Sccond Reading.



BILL.

An Act to provide better for the freedom of
Elections throughout this Province, and
for other purposes therein mentioned.

WHEREAS the practice of having but

one Polling Place at' Elections of Members
of Parliament, which prevailed in both Upper

and Lower Canada, previous to the passing’

of the Act of the Imperial Parliament for
the Union of those Provinces, and which, by
the provisions of that Act is continued as
the law of the land in this Province at this
day, has ‘proved to be of danger to the pub-
lic peace, and is moreover in large Counties
and Ridings attended with much inconveni-
ence to the Electors generally ; And where-
asit is expedient to provide against such
evils und to afford every reasonable facility
and convenience to the electors for giving
their votes ; And whereas it is expedient to
limit the time for holding Elections, and
generally to provide more effectually for the
freedom of Elections, and the holding and
conducting the same ; Be it therefore enac-
ted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty,
by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Council and of the Legislative
Assembly of the Province of Canada, consti-
tuted and assembled by virtue of and under
the authority of an Act passed in the Parlia-
ment of the United Kingdom of Great Bri-
tain and Ireland, intituled “ An Act to Re-
“ unile the Provinces of Upper and Lower
“ Canada, and for the Government of Cana-
“ du ;"and it is hereby enacted by the autho-
rity of the same, that all laws in force in this
Province or any part thereof, relating- to the
manner of holding aiid conducting Elections
for Members to represent the. people of this
Province in the Provincial Parliament, in so
far as their provisions arc at variance with
or repugnant to this Act, shall be and the
same are hereby repealed.

Il. And be it enacted, that hereafter at
every Election for a Member or Members to
represent any County, Riding, City, Town or
Borough in the Provincial Parliament of this
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Province, at which a Poll shall have been
duly demanded and granted accordingto law,
a separate Poll shall be opened and held for
every Parish, Township, and Ward, as the
case may be, into which such County, Ri-
ding, City, Town or Borough may be divi-
ded.

III. And be it enacted, that until any City,
Town or Borough shall be divided into
wards for general municipal purposes, it shall
and may be lawful for the Returning Officer .
for such City, Town, or Borough, when and
so often as he shall receive any Writ for the
Election of one or more Members, to repre-
sent such City, Town or Bc.qugh in the
Provincial Parliament, by an instrument in
writing under his hand, to divide such City,
Town, or Borough for the purpose of such
Election into two or more wards.

IV. And beit enacted, That in all cases
where one or more Parishes or Townships,
from their not containing the requisite num-
ber of Inhabitants, shall not have become
entitled by law to hold Parish or Township
Meetings, for the Election of Parish and
Town Officers, and shall not as yet have
held any separate Meeting for such purposes 3
but for such purposes shall have been united

.to any adjoining Parish or Township, such
Parish or Township shall, for the purposes

of this Act, be also united to the same Parish
or Township, and instead of a Poll being
opened for each of such Parishes or Town-
ships separately, one Poll only shall be open-
ed and held for such United Parishes or
Townships.

V. And be it enacted, that the Poll for
every such Election, for every Parish and
Township in such County or Riding, shall be
held at the place where the then last Town
Meeting for the Election of Parish and
"Town Officers for such Parish or Township
shall have been held, and the Foll for every
Ward in every such City, Town and Bo-
rough, at such convenient place within every
such Ward, as the Returning Officer for such
City, Town or Borough for the time being
shall appoint.
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VI. And be it enacted, that at every such
Election, the Electors of such County, Ri-
ding, City, Town, or Borough, shall poll
their votes for such Election at the Poll

which shall be opened for the Parish, or,

Township or Ward within which the pro-
perty in right of which they shall respectively
vote at such Election shall lie, and at no
other.

VII. And be it enacted, that every Elec-
tor before he shall be received or allowed to
poll his vote at any such Election, shall, if
required by the Deputy Returning Officer to
whom he shall tender such vote, or by any
Elector or Candidate at such Election, or by
the Counsel or Agent ¢f any such candidate,
in addition 4o the oaths or affirmations which
may now by law be required of him, make
oath or affirmation before such Deputy Re-
turning Officer (who is hereby authorised to
administer the same) that he hath not before
voted at such Election, either at the Polling
Place where he shall tender such vote, or at
any other Polling Place within such County,
Riding, City, "Town or Borough, as the case
may be.

VIHI. And be it enacted, that every Re-
turning Officer to whom any. Writ for the
Election of a Member or Members-to repre-
sent any County, Riding, City, Town, or
Borough, in this Province, shall be directed,
shall, by Proclamation under his hand, issued
and published eight days before the holding
such Election, appoint the day for proceed-
ing to such Election, at the most convenient
place for such purpose, in such County,
Riding, City, Town or Borough ; at which
day and place he shall attend between the
hours of twelve o’clock at noon, and two
o’clockin the afternoon, and proceed by Pro-
clamation to such Election in obedience to
such Writ.

IX. And be it enacted, thatin the event
of a Poll being demanded according to
law at any Election for a Member or
Members to represent any County, Riding,
City, Town or Borough, in this Province,
the Returning Officer shall, and he is hereby
required to grant the same, and forthwith to
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appoint some day not less than four nor more
thaneight days thereafter for taking such Polls,
and he shall forthwith, by public proclama-
tion, give notice of the time and place at
which the Polls of such Elections shall be
taken. in the several Parishes, Townships,
or Wards of such County, Riding, City,
"Town or Borough, as hereinbefore provided,
and shall thereupon adjourn the future pro-
ceedings in such Election, to. some day
within four days after the day fixed for the
taking such Polls in the several Parishes,
Townships or Wards as aforesaid.

X. Andbe it enacted, that.at” every such
Election, when a Poll shall be granted, the
Polling shall' commence in all the Parishes,
Townships.and Wards in said County, Rid-
ing, City, Town, or Borough, respectively,
at nine o’clock in the forenoon of the day fixed
for taking the Polls for such - Election, and
such Polling shall continue for. two days
only ; and such two days shall be consecu-
tive days, except where Sunday, Christmas
Day, or Good Friday, or any two of them,
shall intervene, in which case the second day.
of Polling shall be the day following any such
Sunday, Christmas Day, or- Good Friday, as
the case may be, and the said Polls shall -be
kept open for eight. hours. on..each day of-
Polling, and no Polling shall "be kept open
later than five o’clock, in the afternoon of the-
second dav of Polling.

XI1. And be it .enacted, that for the pur-
poses of taking the Polls for-such Elections
as_hereinbefore directed, the Returning Offi-
cer to whom any. writ for the - Election ofa
Member or Members, to represent any -
County, Riding, City, Town,. or Borough,
in this Province shall be directed, shall, by-
warrant-under his- hand and seal, appoint a
Deputy and also a Poll Clerk for each- and
every of the Parishes, or Townships, or
Wards, as the case. may be, within such
County, Riding, City, Town or- Borough ;-
and shall by precept, under . his "hand -
and seal, require- each of such Députies-. to-
take the Poll. of such Election, for.his: Pa-: .
rish, or Township, or Ward, as the. case may -
be, according. to law, and to return the:same . .
to him under his hand and seal, by the day
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10 which such Returning Officer shall have
adjourned such Election as_hereinbefore di-
rected, on which day such Returning Officer
shall proceed to ascertain the state of the
general poll of such Election, and to declare
the same, and to declare elected and returned
the person or persons who shall have the
majority of the votes Polled at such Election,
in the different Parishes, or Townships, or
Wards, in such County, Riding, City, Town,
or Borough, as the case may be.

XII. And be it enacted, that all powers
and authorities now by law vested in Re-
turning Officers, and necessary for the order-
ly and proper taking of the Polls of Elections,
for Members to represent the People of this
Province in Provincial Parliament, shall be
and the same are hereby vested in every such
Deputy Returning Officer, within his respec-
tive jurisdiction, as fully and absolutely as in
his principal.

XIII. And be it enacted, that no Deputy
Returning Officer or Poll Clerk shall pro-
ceed to the receiving and recording of votes
or to the discharge of any other of their res-
pective duties, at any such Election, until in
a- public maunner they shall have severally
taken,-and subscribed in the Poll Book, the
following oath or affirmation, which cath or
affirmation any Justice of the Peace of the
District in which such Parish, or Township,
or Ward shall lie, is hereby authorised "and
on request required to administer:

Form ¢f Oath.

“I. A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm as
“the case may be,) thatI have not directly or
“indirectly received any sum or sums of mon-
“‘ey, office, place or emolument, gratuity, profit
*‘or reward, or any bond, bill, note, or other
“written instrument or verbal agreement,
“whereby such is promised or secured, eith-
“er by myself.or any other person for, or to
“my use, benefit, - or advantage, for making
“any false or incorrect statement or entry
“in the Poll Book; to be taken at this Elec-
““tion, or-return of the same, or for shewing
“any-favor.or partiality at this' Election, and

B
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that I will faithfully anfl impartially perform
my duty at this Electioni to the best of my
judgment and ability;”

“So help me God.”

XIV:. And be it enacted, that hereafter
no Returning Officer or Deputy Returning
Officer, in this Provintce, shall have any pow-
er to graint or entér upofi any séfutiny of the
votes polled at aiily liplectic)ii, ‘for a Member
or Members, to represent the people of this

Province in the Provincial Parliament.

XYV. And beit enacted, that every Depu-
ty Returning Officef at ady Election for a
Member ot Members, to represent the peo-
ple of this Province in Provincial Parliament,
shall be, and he hereby is authorized and
empowered during the périod that his au-
thority as Deputy Retirning Officer shall
continue, to administer the oath or affirma-
tion of allegiance to any person or persons,
who may be willing or desirous o6f taking the
same, which oath or affirmation so taken,
shall to all intents and purposes whatsoever,
have the like effect upon the ¢ivil and politi-
cal rights of the party taking the samg, as if
the same had been administered by a Com-
missioner or Commissioners for that purpcse
specially appointed by the Crown.

XVI And be it enacted, that every Re-
turning Officer for the respective Counties,
Ridings, Cities, Towns, or Boroughs in this
Province shall be entitled to the following
fees and allowances for the services and
disbursments hereinafter specified respect-
ively, that is to say;—For attendance on the
day of opening the Election; ,

For attendance on the day of closing the
Election, wheré Polls have been taken,

For dan Election Clerk on the
former day, For an Elec-
tion Clerk on the latter day,

For two Constables on the day of opén-
ing the Election, and the same on the day of
closing it, where polls have beén taken; and
for  Constables at each Poll, pér diem
each, - A _For messenger to
each Deputy Returning Officer, pef niile,. for
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each mile travelled, For
each Hustings when necessary,

For each Deputy per diem while
taking the Poll, For each Poll
Clerk while taking the Poll,
and that such fees and allowances shall in
cach of the sections of this Province respect-
ively, that is to say, in that section hereto-
fore forming the Province of Lower Canada,
and that section-heretofore forming the Prov-
ince of Upper Canada, be paid to every such
Returning Officer respectively by the like
persons, out of the like funds, and in the
like manner, ds the fees and allowances
heretofore payable to Returning Oflicers, in
cach of such sections, respectively, shall or
may have been heretofore used and accust-

omed to be paid.

XVIL. Andbe it enacted, that every re-
turning Ofticer and Deputy Returning Offi-
cer in this Province, shall have full power to
swear in such and so many special Constables
for the preservation of the public peace at
such Election, as such Returning Officer or
Deputy Returning Officershall or may deem
necessary or expedient jor that purpose.

XVIIL. And be it enacted, that it shall
and may be lawful for any Returning Offi-
cer or Deputy Returning Officer, during any
part of the days whercon any such Election
shall be to be begun, holden or procecded
with, or on which any Poll for such Election
shall be begun, holden, or proceeded wih,
to demand and receive from any person
whomsoever, any offensive weapon, such as
fire ayts, swords, staves, bludgeons, or the
like, with which any such person shall be
armed, or which any such person shall have
in his hands or personal posscssion; and
every such person who upon sich dematd
shall ‘decline or refuse to deliver up to Buch
Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Off-
cer, any such offensive weapon as afstesaid,
shall be deemed guilty of a misdémetnor
punishable by fine not ekceeding
" poutds, ehd imprisoritnént not exceeding

Mocnths, or by both, in the dis-
c¢retion of the Court, whose duty it shall be
to pass the senténce of thé 1w upoh such.
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person upon his conviction: Provided al-
ways that upon reasonable request made to
such - Returning Officer or Deputy Return-
ing Officer, after the close of such Election,
any such weapon that shall have been deliv-
ered up to such Returning Officer or Deputy
Returning Officer, shall be restored by such
Returning Officer or Deputy Returning Offi-
cer, to the person‘from, wlom. the same, may

have been taken as aforesaid. R

XIX. And be it enacted, that every
person who shall be convicted of a bat-
tery, committed during any.part of the days
whenever any such Election shall be to be
begun, holden, or proceeded with, or on
which any Poll for such Election shall be to
be begun, holden or proceeded with, within
the distance of of the
place where such Election or such Poll shall
be to be so begun, holden, or proceeded
with, shall be punishable by a fine of not less
than ~ and imprisonment for
not less than or either,
in the discretion of the Court, whose duty it
shall be to pass the sentence of the law upon
such person upon his conviction.

XX. And be it enacted, that it shall not
be lawful for any Candidate for the Repre-
sentation of any County, .Riding, City,
Town, or Borough in this Province, with in-
tent to promote his Election, or for any oth-
er person with intent to prom(:z the Elec-
tion of any such Candidate, either to pro-
vide or furnish entertainment at his expense
to any meeting of Electors, previous to or
during the Election at which he shouldbe a
Candidate, or to pay for or procure or en-

age to pay for any such entertajmment, or to

urnish any money or other property to any
person or persons whomsoever, for the pur-
pose of being expended in procuring the at-
tendance of voters at the Polls, or to contrib-
ute money for any other purpose intended to
promote the Election of any particular per-
son or persons, for any such County, Riding,
City, Town or Borough, except only for de-
fraying the expenses of. printing and the cir-
culation of votes, handbills,.and other papers
previous to or during any such Election,
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XXI. And be it enacted, that it shall not
be lawful for any persdn, mnot being the Re-«
turning Officer for such. Election, or his
Deputy for such. Parish, Township; or
Ward, or the. Poll Clerk; for such-Parish,
Township, or Ward, or one of the Consta-
bles, or special Constables, appointed by
such’ Returning Officer, or his Deputy, for
the orderly conduct of such Election or Poll,
and the preservation of the public peace
thereat, and who hath not had a stated resi-
dence in such Parish, Township, or Ward,
for at least months, next
before the diy of such Election, to come
during any part of the days upon which
such Poll may be t6 remain open, into such
Parish, Township, or Ward, armed with of-
fensive weapons of any kind, as Fire-
arms, Swords, Staves, Bludgcons, or the
like, or for any -such person, being in such
Parish, Township; or Ward, to arm himself,
during any part of either of such days, with
any such offénsive weapons; and thus
armed, to approach within the distance of

miles of the place where
the Poll for such Parish, Township, or Ward,
shall be held.

22. And be it énacted, that every person.

offending against any of the provisiouns of the
next two preceding sections of this act,
shajl be deemed guilty of a misdeméanor,.
punishable by fine not exceeding
pounds, and imprisonment not exceeding
months, or by both,
in the discretion of the Court, whose duty it
shall be to pass the sentence of the Law,
upon such person, upon his conviction.

23. And be it enacted, that every person
who shall be convicted of a second offence,
under either of the said two Sections of
this act, shall be thereby disqualified from
being Elected to represent any County,
Riding, City, Town, or Borough, in the
Provincial Parliament of this Province, and
from voting at any Election, for a Member or
Members to represent any such County,
Riding, Town, City, or Borough, for the
space of Years next after the
day on which sentence shall have been pas-

c
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sed upon him, for such offence; andevery
person who shall be convicted of a third
offence, under either of the said Sections,
shall be thereby, for ever thereafter, disquali-
fied from being elected, and from voting as
aforesaid. ' :



