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LAWS AND REGULATIONS
OF THE

QUEBEC AUXILIARY BIBLE SOCIETY.

e | —

L.—The Society shall be called ¢ The Quebec Auxiliary Bible Society ;*
the object of which shall be to co-operate with the British and Foreign Bible
Society in promoting the distribution of the Holy Scriptures.

2.—Conformably to the principles of the Parent Institution, the Bibles and
Testaments to be circulated by this Society shall be without note or comment,
and those in the languages of the United Kingdom, of the authorised version
onl

3.—All persons subscribing 10s. or upwards, per annum, shall be members
ofthe Society. Nevertheless, persons contributing less than 10s. sLall be
considered annual subscribers,

4.—Al! persons subscribing £5 or upwards, at one time : and all Executors
paying bequests of £10 or upwards, shall be members, for life, of the So-
ciety.

5?—The business of the Society shall he conducted by a President, Vice-
Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary or Secretaries, Depositary and a Committee 3
and Five Members of the Committee shall constitute a quorum.

6.—Ministers of the Gospel of all denominations, who are members of the
Society, shall be considered Vice-Presidents.

7.—The Committee shall meet once a month, or oftener, on some day tobe
fixed by themselves.

8.—The whole of the subscriptions and donations received by the Society
shall be applied, after deducting incidental expenses, in the first place, to the
purchase of such a number of Bibles and Testaments as are required for local
distribution ; and the surplus funds shall be remitted to the Parent Society.

9.—The Members of the Society shall be entitled to purchase Bibles and
Testaments at the Depository, at the reduced prices, to the extent of five times
the amount of their subscriptions, and to any further extent at the cost price.

10.—All Ministers of the Gospel making collections in their respective
Congregations in behalf of the Society, shall be entitled, on paying such
collections to the Treasurer, to receive Bibles and Testaments, at the reduced
prices, to the extent of one half of their respective collections,—such return
being claimed within one year from the remittance of the collection ; and to
purchase Bibles and Testaments, at the cost prices, to any further extent,—
It is recommended, in all practicable cases, to supply the poor by sale rather
than by gift.
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11.—For the purpose of giving full effect to the design of the Society, the
Committee shall make it their business to enquire what families, or indivi-
duals, are in want of Bibles and Testaments, and unable to procure them ; and
it shall be the duty of the Committee to supply them at prime cost, reduced
prices, or gratis, according to their circumstances.

12.—For the still further promotion of the circulation of the Scriptures, it
shall be incumbent on the Committee to encourage the formation of Branch So-
cieties, or Bible Associations, in such Districts, within the sphere of the So-
ciety, as may not deem it expedient to form Auxiliary Societies of their own
—such Branch Societies, or Bible Associations, to be entitled to1he same pri-
vileges from this Society as this Society enjoys from the Parent Institution.

13.—A general meeting of the Society shail be held once a year,—~when
the accounts shall be presented ; a report agreed upon ; and Officers appointed
for the ensuing year.

14.—The Committee, or any twelve Members of the Society, may at any
time call Special General Meetings thereof, not less than one week’s previous
nctice being given to the Members.

15.—No alteration shall be made in these Laws, except at a General Meet-
ing of the Society,—not less than one month’s previous notice being given
to the Members, of the alteration intended to be proposed.

L
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LAWS AND REGULATIONS
OF THE
QUEBEC FEMALE BIBLE ASSOCIATION.

-

1.—TheoAssociation shall be called ¢ The Quebec Female Bible Associa-
tion,” the object of which shall be to co-operate with the Quebec Bible So-
ciety, in promoting the dic tribution of the Holy Scriptures, without note or
comment, particularly among the poor of this neighbourhood. )

2.—All persons subscribing one penny or upwards per week, five shillings
or upwards per annum, or making a donation of five dollars or upwards at
one time shall be Members of the Association.

3.—The business of the Association shall be conducted by a Committee of
not less than twelve Members, and a Treasurer and Secretary ; the Com-
mittee shall meet once a month, or oftener if necessary,on a day to be fixed
by themselves ; and five Members shall constitute a quorum.

4.—The Committee shall divide this neighbourhood into Districts, and no-
minate one or more of their Members to each, who may be aided by such
voluntary assistants as the Committee shall appoint. 1t shall be the duty of
such Members and Assistants, to ascertain what families orindividuals, within
their respective Districts, are in want of the Scriptures ; and the Committee
shall supply them therewith at the cost price, or otherwise, according to their
circumstances.

5.—The Committee shall appoint one or more Collectors for each District,
to obtain subscriptions and donations, by weekly payments, or otherwise,
either for the purchase of Bibles and Testaments, or for the general objects of
the Association, and such contributions shall be paid to the Treasurer at the
monthly Committee Meetings.

6.—The funds of the Association shall, from time to time, be expended in
the purchase of Bibles and Testaments, at the cost price, to be sold, or other-
wise distributed, to the poor in this ncighbourhood ; and any surplus shall be
appropriated in aid of the general purposes of the Quebec Bible Society.

7. A stock of Bibles and Testaments shall be provided, for lending, in pe-
culiar cases, to the sick poor and others, under such regulations as the Com-
mittee may think proper to adopt.

8.—-A General Meeting of the Members and friends of the Association shall
be held on such day as shall be named by the Committee in each year; when
the accounts shall be presented, the proceedings of the past year reported, and
a Committee and Officers appointed for the ensuing year.

9.—The Committee, or any twelve Members of the Association, may, at
any time, call Special General Meetings thereof, not less than one week’s
previous notice being given.

10.—No alteration shall be made in these Laws, except at a General Meet-
ing of the Association, not less than one month’s previous notice being given
to the Members, of the alteration intended to be proposed.
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PRICES OF BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS.
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SPECIMENS

OF

X P,

ENGLISH.

This 78 a faithful say-
ing, and worthy of all
acceptation, that Christ
Jesus came into the
world to save sinners;

of whom I am chief—
1 Tim. i. 1_5.

PICA.

All Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness.
—2 Tim. iii. 16.

SMALL PICA.

Search the Scriptures ; for in
them ye think ye have eternal
life ; and they are they which
testify of me.—John v. 39,

{
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LONG PRIMER.

These were more noble than
those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readi-
ness of mind, and searched the
Scriptures daily, whether those
things were so.—Acts xvii. 11.

BREVIER.

And thou shalt teach them diligently
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou
risest up.—Deut. vi, 7

MINION.

And that from a child thou hast known
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
| make thee wise unto salvation through
‘ faithswhich is in Christ Jesus.~2 Tim.
iii. 156,

NONPAREIL.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only bezotten Son. that whosoever believeth in
| him should not perish, but have everlasting

; life,~John iii. 16.




A Generar Meensc of the Quebec Auziliary Bible Society was held in
St. Andrew’s Church on the 13th August, 1844,

W. S. Sewell, Esq., Sheriff of Quebec, having been requested to take the
Chair, called upon the Rev. W. Squire to open the proceedings of the even-
ing with prayer.

The Chairman then directed the Secretary to read the Report, after which
the following Resolutions were unanimously adopted :—

Moved by the Revd. J. Clugston, seconded by Thos. Smith, Esq. M. D.
Staff’ Surgeon,

1.—That the Report now read be adopted, and that it be published and
circulated under the direction of the Committee.

Moved by the Revd. W. Squire, seconded by Mr. W. White,

2.—That this Meeting cordially responds to the sentiments of gratitude
expressed in the Report, for those measures of His guidance and blessing
which it has pleased Almighty God to bestow on the continued operations
of this Society ; and humbly prays that prevailing hindrances may be re-
moved, and that wider spheres of labour may be opened in this Province for
the distribution of the Sacred Seriptures.

Moved by the Revd. C. L. F. Haensel, seconded by Mr. W. Blight,

3.—That the best acknowledgments of this Meeting are justly due for the
liberality uniformly experienced by the Quebec Auxiliary, from the Parent
Institution,—the diversity and extent of whose operations in every quarter
of the globe, as well as the Catholic spirit of whose Constitution, entitle it to
the cordial and prayerful support of all who love the Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity.

Moved by the Rev. J. Cook, D. D., seconded by Mr. R. Peniston,

4.—That the condition and prospects of this Colony in regard to general
instruction, call for active, persevering, and combined exertion, to secure
for posterity the inestimable blessings of a Seriptural education, as affording
the surest foundation for the dominion of the British Crown, and for the tem-
poral and eternal happiness of the people.

Moved by the Rev. J. Borland, seconded by Mr. J. Musson,

5.—That this meeting recognises with approval the services, both in town
and country, of those Ladies aud Gentlemen who have promoted the great
work of Bible circulation in this Province ; and that the following Gentle-
men be appointed the Officers of the Society for the ensuing year :—(See
List of l)_j}iw rs.)




REPORT.

Tur Members and Supporters of the Quebec Bible Society are aware
that its operations are conducted in a sphere, which, although populous
and of wide extent, is so circumscribed by barriers to the perusal of the
Sacred Scriptures, that until Divine Providence shall have removed the
obstacles which ignorance and prejudice have raised, or until a larger
Bible-reading population shall have occupied the surrounding wilderness,
the field of those operations must in reality remain a narrow one, pre-
senting few of those facilities for Christian effort which cheer and
reward the Christian Philanthropist in other quarters of the world, and
even in other districts of this Province.

Again, in former years, the neighbouring Townships, offering imme-
diate settlement to those whom the tide of Emigration had borne to these
shores, promised shortly to teem with an industrious peasantry, and to
give ample scope for corresponding industry on the part of this Society.
But the ease and cheapness of travel to the westward, in conjunction
with other causes, having checked the settlement of the adjacent coun-
try, the sphere assigned to the Society has of late years experienced
few of those changes which open new channels for Christian enterprise,
and furnish new supplies of interesting incident to animate to fresh exertion.

An outline, therefore, of those proceedings by which your Committee
have endeavoured to discharge their trust for the last two years, will
scarcely be expected to exhibit so full or so diversifed a statement of
actual results, as has been presented by previous similar Reports. But
before noticing any of the details which have composed their operations,
your Committee are prompted both by inclination and by precedent, to
offer their tribute of gratitude to God for the unity of sentiment and object
with which their deliberations have been conducted, and even for those
limited measures of success which He has been pleased to vouchsafe to
their exertions.

The first question which attracted their attention was the re-engage-
ment of the Colporteur, whose stipulated period of service expired shortly
after their appointment to office.  The interesting labours of this first
Agent of the kind ever employed by this Auxiliary, were brought fully
under notice at the last General Meeting ; and that they had been of an
encouraging description was attested h}' the amount of the Collection
(£19. 5. 6.) then unexpectedly announced to be designed for his sup-
port. But it was soon discovered, that, in addition to the negative obsta-
cles to his success which were presented by the summer occupations of
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a rural peasantry, hindrances more positive and inveterate in kind were
springing up—the offspring of an expected but lamented hostility to the
circulation of the Sacred Seripture.- —which might ere long make his
further employment a measure of questionable utility. Your Committee,
however, unwilling to abandon the work which had been so auspiciously
begun, or to assume the responsibility of its relinquishment till every
avenue for its progress should be closed, again renewed for the then ensu-
ing winter, though on modified conditions, their engagements with the Col-
porteur, at one time even supplying him—in order to combined action—
with the co-operation of an assistant. But at length the Colporteur him-
self conceived the design of labouring in another way, and resigned his
charge, leaving the Committee, and now their Constituents, to grieve that
the early promise of this interesting experiment should have been so soon
blighted by unpropitious circumstances, and that prejudice and power
should have been able to restrain the eager desire at first evinced by the
people for the possession of the Word of God.

The Committee do not think that this French division of their sphere of
labor should be viewed as hopelessly closed against them, or that suita-
ble agencies for future action may not be procured ; but the low condition
of the funds of the Society forming another element in the aspect of the
case, the Committee found themselves, on this additional account, com-
pelled to leave it, in a suspended state, to the prayerful consideration of
their successors, in hope that the Lord of the harvest would raise up both
labourers and resources in His own best time to cultivate this long ne-
glected field.

In connection with this subject, this may be the proper place to state
that the Committee obtained the gratuitous agency of a native French-
man who opened an Ecole Missionaire in an adjacent district, and that
they also formed a Depét of French Scriptures in another distant
County from which no report has been yet received.

The next subject, of somewhat novel interest in this Province, which
came under notice, was a proposal to publish, or to aid in the publication
of, the Gospel of St. Mark in the language spoken by the small Aberno-
quois or Abenaki tribe of Indians residing at the settlement of St. Francis.
The translation possessed the further interesting feature of being the work
of a native Indian, formerly a Roman Catholic, who, having embraced
the Protestant faith, is labouring among his countrymen as a Missionary
of the Gospel. The proposal, entertained by the Committee with every
disposition to have its merits fairly weighed, was referred to a Sub-
Committee of the Revd. Vice Presidents of the Society ; but although
every care of which the peculiar nature of the case appeared suscepti-
ble seemed to have been observed in regard to the translation, the
Committee were not advised of the necessity for such a work, or of the
wisdom of its publication under the auspices of the Bible Society. Upon
a former occasion your Committee had the pleasure of granting a supply
of French Scriptures for the use of the School at St. Francis under the
direction of the above named native Missionary.
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Applications have likewise been readily responded to by the Committee
fora grant of English Testaments to the Charles Street Sunday-School
in this City; for a supply of French Testaments as School Stock of an
Ecole Missionaire conducted by a pious French Protestant in an ad-
jacent County ; and for a small assortment of Scriptures to be placed in
a School at Lake Beauport. Other openings, and additional demands, would
doubtless have presented themselves to notice, if the circumstances and
prospects of the Country in regard to Education, had exhibited a more
favourable aspect than they have worne for some years past. No pains
have been spared by the friends of Seriptural Education to improve them,
though hitherto without any very encouraging results. Petitions from
divers parts of the Province, numerously signed, have annually apprised
the Legislature of the anxious desire extensively prevailing, that the Bible
should be adopted in all Public Schools throughout the Country ; and
there is reason to believe that some negative advantages have been secured
by the united exertions which were made in reference to this subject.
Your Committee, therefore, press it anew on the prayerful attention of
their Constituents, whether it is not incumbent on them to continue their
endeavours till every immortal being within the range of their influence
shall enjoy unfettered access to those pages of inspired truth, which open
up the only road to national prosperity, and point the sinner and the
saint to Jesus Christ as the alone appointed way to individual holiness and
happiness either in this world or the next. If, then, the progress of
Education had been at all commensurate with existing need, or had legis-
lative action on the subject been unimpeded by the course of political
events, there is reason to think that larger demands would have been
received, as well for schools as for domestic use. As it is, the issues from
the Depository since the last Report was made, have been only 800
copies of the Seriptures, making the total number issued by this Society
since its first formation amount to 8,705.

The Committee wish that they were able to allude to the finances of the
Society, in terms so satisfactory as those which apply even to the reduced
distributions of the last two years ; but it is their painful duty to report, in re-
ference to these, that the Society is now, for the first time, involved in debt.
Its ordinary pecuniary resources have consisted of proceeds of sales of books,
private subscriptions, congregational collections, and donations from the
Ladies’ Association. On the issues of books, the Society has hitherto
always incurred considerable loss ; for, whilst no profit ever accrued from
those sold to the public, the grants made from time to time, gratis, or at
reduced rates, have occasioned a continual drain upon the Society’s funds,
which the private and other contributions were expected to repair ; but
in addition to this, a former Committee, in view of the wants and the
poverty of the country parts, and relying on the generosity of their Con-
stituents in town, ordered a reduction of 25 per cent. in all the prices.
This measure, however, having been approved by the Society, it became
incumbent on the Society to sustain it by extra sacrifices to augment the
reparative fund of private contributions. But the times were pleaded
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from year to year, for increasing deficiencies in respect 1o this main spring
of the Society’s resources, which, accordingly, from an average of about
£117 annually, have reached the sum of only £86. 8. 6}. i the laxt
two years. Your Committee are unwilling to dwell upon the diminished
assistance received from congregational Collections, further than to say
that they regret it, and persuade themselves that the necessities of a
Society so eminently entitled to support, only require to be known to be
relieved. The Society is unable to pay £63. due to the Montreal Depdt
of the Parent Society, or to meet its further debt to the same indulgent
Parent for books received last spring from London, to the amount of
£51. 14. sterling.

With reference to the failure thus noticed in the several specified
departments of finance, the Committee have to attribute much of the
detriment sustained by the Society to their own want of diligence and
punctuality in discharging the duties entrusted to their care. Other
causes, however, not within the limits of their control, but which it is
believed will prove to have been in some degree peculiar to the seasons
which are past, have combined to reduce the Society to a condition of
embarrassment, from which the united efforts of its friends will doubtless
be put forth to rescueit. With a view to the attainment of this result,
the Committee have already entered into a new arrangement with the
Depositary, which they trust will be advantageous to both parties; and
they have also been enabled to effect so happy a revision of the prices of
the Books, that the 25 per cent. already stated to have been heretofore
lost, will, for the future, be recovered, and yet the Scriptures will be fur-
nished to purchasers even more cheaply than before. The most confident
hope, then, is entertained that the pecuniary resources, and with them
the energies, of the Society will ere long revive. The cause itself re-
mains unchanged by adventitious circumstances : the principle upon
which the British and Foreign Bible Society is founded is no less Catholic
than it ever was: the warnings, doctrines, and promises, of the only
Book it circulates, are still Divinely adapted to awaken the conscience
and to save the soul : an1the Providence of that God whois the author of
the Bible has planted the Quebec Auxiliary where the dark aspect of its
sphere calls for united, untiring, self-denying, and prayerful effort, to
diffuse the light of those Holy Scriptures which are able to make the sin-
ner wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. The
blessing of Him, then, who can open all hearts and purses, and honor
the humblest agencies in the furtherance of His truth and kingdom, will
surely rest upon the future proceedings of the Society, and restore it to
the position it is eminently ‘entitled to enjoy amongst the public Insti-
tutions of the Country.

Allusion has been made already to donations from the Female Asso-
ciation, as forming now for a series of years an important feature in the
revenue of the Society. When other sources were failing, this Associ-
ation continued to afford the most opportune and substantial encourage-
ment, by appropriating its surplus funds in aid of the general operations
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of its own Parent—the Quebec Auxiliary. The last Report stated the
then total sum contributed in this way at £310 Currency. A further
liberal donation of £45 was made for the year 1842. The Female
Association itself then began to feel the influences already adverted to,
and was able to make another Donation for 1843 of only £18 ; which,
however, now swells the amount voted by the Ladies to the large Total
of £373 Currency, since their organization in 1832. In other respects,
the operations of this interesting and useful local Branch have been more
or less restricted by various causes,—one of them, indeed, of a highly
satisfactory description,—that of their having in a large degree ascertained
and relieved the wants of the several Districts taken under their care.
Nevertheless, since the period to which the last Report applied, the
Ladies have issued 52 copies of the Seriptures, and collected £57. 15. 6.
from between 200 and 300 Subscribers. It is gratifying to contemplate
the working of the silent yet successful machinery which the periodical
visits of a Female Association bring to bear upon the population of exten-
sive districts, by obtaining access to them in detail. And Your Com-
mittee cannot close their brief customary reference to the persevering and
generous exertions of the Ladies, without commending their work and
themselves anew to the acceptance and protection of Him who Himself
went about doing good in the abodes of poverty, and thus bequeathed
them an example that they might follow His steps.

Your Committee have received a pleasing account of the proceedings,
with copies of the Resolutions passed, at the first Anniversary of the
Inverness Branch Society, announced by their predecessors to have been
formed in the County of Megantic ; and it will be encouraging to their
Constituents to learn that the organization of this Branch Society appears
calculated to foster a local interest in the work of Bible distribution, and
to prove a blessing to that portion of the country. A donation of £3.
from the Inverness Branch forms a part of the revenue of the Society
for the past year. 'The Committee would fain look forward to the
multiplication of such Township or County Institutions, and earnestly
pray that the spirit of love and concord may unite the hearts of all who
love the Lord Jesus, in so holy an undertaking as that of furnishing the
destitute disciple in the woods of Cangda, with that first and best of all
the means of grace—the Word of God.

It only now remains for your Committee, in accordance with estab-
lished precedent, to make a brief allusion to the operations of the Parent
Society, and to conclude. A brief allusion is obviously all that could
be made within the compass of a document like this, to the far spread
labours of an Institution, which, carrying the peaceful triumphs of the
Bible into every region of the habitable globe, is instrumental in acquir-
ing for the King Messiah a widely extending empire in the hearts of men,
on which not merely does the sun of nature never set, but on which,
rather, it is emphatically true that the Sun of Righteousness is shining
more and more unto the perfect day. The Abstract of the 39th Report
of the British and Foreign Bible Society for the year 1843, will be ap-
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pended to this one, and as an ample outline will therein be furnished of
its proceedings in all parts of the world, the Committee content them-
selves on this occasion with stating that the Receipts of that Society for
the above year were £92,476. 2. 8. Sterling; its expenditure nearly
£87,000; ‘its engagements upwards of £25,000: that the 101 new
Societies formed during the year had increased the number of Auxiliary
Associations at home and abroad to 2,870—each of course enjoying its
own peculiar mechanism, and bringing thus an enormous aggregate of
combined exertion to bear upon the one design of circulating the Sacred
Scriptures : that the issues of the Society, within the same year were
982,060, the largest number ever issued in one year, and raising the entire
total of issues to upwards of 15,000,000 : that the Society has pro-
moted the distribution or preparation of the Scriptures, directly or indi-
rectly, in 137 different languages and dialects ; and that 159 is the number
of versions, in whole or in part, hitherto completed,—of which no less
than 107 are translations never before printed. In short, through the
tender mercy of God whereby the day-spring from on High is visiting the
dark portions of the earth, a more than Pentecostal, because a more
lasting, outpouring of a glorified Redeemer’s love is given, in so shedding
down His grace and blessing on the labours of His servants, that the
nations of the world may once more rejoice to read or hear—each in
their own tongue in which they were born—of the wonderful works of
God.

Your Committee are aware that, as it is not by might nor by power,
so neither is it by thousands of pounds, nor by millions of publications,
but by the Spirit of God alone, that the spiritual dominion of the Lord
Jesus is extended in the earth: but where the Word of the Lord is seen
to have free course, hope may be cherished that it is destined to be glo-
rified, and it is on this account that the foregoing statistics have been
selected, to serve at once as criteria of the usefulness of the great Insti-
tution to which they refer, and as grounds of the claims which that
Society possesses, to the prayers and personal co-operation of all, who,
rich themselves in the enjoyment of Divine revelation, would share its
blessings, till every distinction which climate, or language, or national
peculiarities, or even religious prejudice, may have raised, shall melt
away before the warm Catholicism of the Bible; till names and parties
ghall be lost in the all-absorbing name and love of Jesus; and till the
churches and governments of this world shall have become, in name and
in deed, the families and the kingdoms of the Lord and of His Christ.

Your Committee now relinquish the office which they have most im-
perfectly fulfilled—commending the Heavenly work of Bible distribution
to the support and sanction of Almighty God, and praying that larger and
larger measures of wisdom and unction from above may descend upon
the new Comnmittee, to qualify and animate them in an enterprise which
bears so clearly the impress of Divine approval, and which seeks to attain

no lower object than the glory of the free grace of the triune Jehovah,
in the temporal, spiritual, and eternal happiness of man.
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