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Montreal Hcltgtons Tract âoetetn.X

The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Montreal Auxiliary Religious 
Tract Society, was held in the Wesleyan Church, Great St James 
Street, on Monday Evening, January 25, 1847. Joseph Wenham, 
Esq., in the Chair. The Rev. John Alexander engaged in prayer. 
Mr. James Milne read the Report.
Moved by Rev. F. Boswobth, M. A., seconded by Rev. J. Gridlet :

1. That the Report now submitted, be approved and printed under 
the direction of the Committee ; and that the following Gentlemen be 
the Office-Bearers and Committee for the ensuing year, with power 
to qpld to their number, viz. :—

HENRY VENNOR, Esquire, Treasurer.
Rev. J. GIRDWOOD, Corresponding Secretary.
Mr. JAMES MILNE, Recording Secretary and Depositary.

eOMUITTtM.

Ministers op the Gospel, resident in the City.
Joseph Wenham.
David Smith.
Charles Cellins.
William F. Grassett.
P. Howard.
A. F. Sabine.

James Mills.
Dr. Holmes. 
William C. Evans. 
D. P. Janes. 
James Roy. 
Samuel Hedge. 
Thomas Tait.

William Lunn.
James Ferrier.
James R. Orr.
James Court.
Henry Lyman.
Kollo Campbell.
Captain Maitland.
Moved by Rev. Chas. Churchill, seconded by Rev. J. Gikdwood :

2. That it is a pleasing circumstance to learn that the Tract distri­
bution has experienced considerable inert ase in one part of this City; 
and we hope a greater interest may be taken, and a more extensive 
distribution secured, by the active co-operation of all the friends of 
this Society.
Moved by Rev. M. Richey, M. A., seconded by Rev. H. Wilkes, M. A. :

3. That the funds of this Society are not only inadequate to the 
accomplishment of any new and important object, but are insufficient 
to sustain that which has always been the particular feature in its 
operations—a gratuitous distribution of its publications—thus shewing 
a great disproportion between the interest taken and the appioval 
expressed in reference to its principles, character, and object.
Moved by Rev. R. M'Gill, seconded by Rev. J. M. Cramp, M.A. :

4. That we regard with undiminished gratification the continued 
success with which the efforts of the Religious Tract Society are 
attended, and rejoice in the hope that, in this work of faith and labor 
of love, now extending to every part of the world, all those connected 
with it will persevere until the great object shall be attained, and its 
publications are found diffusing light and knowledge in every quarter 
of the globe.

A Collection was taken up amounting to £9 14s. 6d.
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ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT.

IETY. The Committee of the Montreal Religious Tract 
Society, in laying their annual statement before the 
friends of Tract distribution, would begin by saying, 
that they have deeply felt the little interest which 
the operations of this Society excite in the minds of 
the members of the Protestant churches of the City. 
Is it becaubs the work the Tract Society has under­
taken is unimportant ? or that the publications it is ' 
its privilege to distribute, are of doubtful character 
or tendency ? neither of these suppositions can be 
admitted. The fact, that the declaration of the
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way
of a sinner’s acceptance with God through the atone­
ment of Jesus Christ, is contained in the smallest 
publication of this Society, is enough to commend it 
to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. 
The importance of sending abroad the truths of the 
Gospel in this form, admits of neither doubt 
disputation. The many proofs of the Divine favour 
vouchsafed to the instrumentality here used, in bring­
ing souls out of nature’s darkness into the marvellous 
light of the gospel, is sufficient to warrant its proce­
dure, and to stimulate afresh the zeal of its conductors. 
These things being stated, it may be asked, how is 
it, then, that the Committee Meetings of the Society 
ate so poorly attended ? that so many of the districts 
of the Tract Association are without distributors, and 
the funds necessary for the proper working of tlie 
Society so scantily supplied ? Indeed, collectors for
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this purpose cannot be obtained, 
the Society languishes for want of aid ;—its useful­
ness is diminished, and the opportunity of bringing 
the knowledge of the way of salvation within the 
reach of thousands denied them.

In proceeding to give the details of the transactions 
of the year, your Committee begin as usual with the

IMPORTATIONS.
The velu» ef Books and Tracts imported this year,

including two Parcels from the United States, is... £26* 3 2
Bought in the Province...................................................
Returned from Depositories in the country, fee...........
Add to which grants from the Parent Society of two

Parcels of Tracts.»..................................................
Grants from Rev. Messrs. Willoughby and Wilkes.......

For these reasons
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£329 3 10

OPERATIONS.
The Cash Sales from the Depository amount to..............£163 10 3
The Credit Sales amount to.............................................. 130 io &
The Gratuitous Distribution to......................................... 70 11 9
The number of Publications received into the Depository

during the year amount to................................................. 90,689
The total issues to....................................................................... 72^327

The particulars of the issues will be furnished in a 
tabular form in the Appendix.
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THE AGENT.

At the period of last Report your Committee were 
unable to say what would be the result of the attempt 
of this Society, in conjunction with the Canada 
Sunday School Union, to employ an Agent 

As far as this Society is concerned, this has not 
come up to our wishes ; a comparatively small num­
ber of books (218 volumes) have been sold, 5746 
Tracts and children’s books have been distributed, 
and this is the whole fruits of our share of the 
Agency, at an expense considerably exceeding the 
value of the books sold.
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GRATUITOUS DISTRIBUTION.

Under this head there is a considerable increase on 
the preceding year. To the Montreal Association 
for the Distribution of Religious Tracts has 
furnished :—
English Tracts.....................................
French Tracts, (and 21 G elle) ......  ..........

been

31,623
2,762

Total 34,375
The General Hospital, the Jail, the Military Hos­

pital, and the Shipping, have been supplied with 
Fracts. In one of the Hospital’s there has been an 

in teresting case of conversion, the particulars of which 
will appear in the Report of the Association for the 
Distribution of Religious Tracts.

GRANTS RECEIVED.
As on many former occasions, we have the pleasure 

of again recording the munificence of the Religious 
Tract Society, London. With our Spring impor­
tation we received the handsome donation of £20 
sterling value in Tracts, and, with our Fall order, 
Tracts to the value of £10 sterling additional, rrmi; 
a total of 28,666 Tracts, or 254,022 pages.

t rom the Rev. Mark Willoughby we have received 
a donation of French and Gaelic Tracts, to the valve 
of £5 3s. lOd. currency; also, from the Rev. H. 
Wilkes, English Tracts to the value of 16s. 5d.

By these seasonable supplies we have been enabled 
to meet the demands on the Depository to some ex- 
tent, but the gratuitous distribution of the year will 
exceed the value of the grants received to the amount 
of £30 4s. lid.
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THE DEPOSITORY.
' . . \
The location of the Depository has been changed

from M‘Gill Street to No. 6 St Joseph Street,
Becollet Suburbs, where it is conveniently situated,
in connexion, as heretofore, with the Montreal
Auxiliary Bible Society and the Canada Sunday
School Union.
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In directing the attention of the friends of truth to I °1 the g 
the mighty movements of the Parent Society, they I being £ 
are pointed to one of the most important instrumen­
talities for religious effort of the present day. It 
pours out its streams of divine truth in about 96 dif­
ferent languages, and to almost every part of the I evidence 
earth ; in forms and dress highly attractive ; in size I The first 
and matter suitable to every age, rank, and condition | hve Socii 
in life ; embracing food for every degree of mental 
capacity, from the lisping infant to the sage. The 
numbers in which its publications issue from the Ibrou^^ 
press and spread over the world are immense. The lAnxioyg i, 
issues for the year ending March 31, 1846, were |?X°red She 
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year, thereby shewing a constant and increasing |<viiow*hip; l

erelon of hei

tions re< 
would nc 
of the Pa

A woman

mog

demand.
During the year, 245 new publications have been 

added to the Society’s list, 429 Libraries have been 
issued at reduced prices, to Day Schools, Sunday 
Schools, destitute districts, Union Poor Houses, 8tc. ; 
independent of Libraries sent to the Colonies and to 
Foreign Lands.

Amongst the new publications of the year several 
of the “ Monthly Volumes” have appeared. This is 
a spirited effort on the part of the Managers of the
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see bene! 
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ante own words : “ Before I left her, I presented her with a tract, 
called The Swearer's Prayer ; but she had no hope that her 
husband would receive it. I then directed her to lay it in his way, 
that he might meet with it by accident ; thinking with her, that he 
might pay more attention to it than if presented in the ordinary 
way." She acted according to the direction given, and, in a short 
time, the tract met the husband’s eye. He read it over, and appeared 
agitated ; he read it over several times, and became greatly alarmed ; 
he saw his own spiritual character so strikingly set forth, that a deep 
anxiety for his spiritual interests, and an ardent desire for salvation, 
were awakened. In the midst of these impressions he sent for a 
companion in iniquity. They both read the tract together, and it 
produced similar results in the second instance. The awful state­
ments of that tract were like “a nail fastened in a sure place." From 
that time they began to attend a place of worship ; they yielded to 
the impressions of Divine grace ; and both became united to a Chris­
tian Society, in which they remain.

May the trophies of the cross be multiplied daily, and may the 
earth soon be filled with the Divine glory !
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A DRUNKARD CONVERTED.

One of the London City Missionaries states the following fact :— 
■“ R— became acquainted with a dissolute set of men, and from that 
hour prosperity and happiness left his home. His business became 
neglected, his children had ruin staring them in the face, and his 
affectionate and faithful partner was frequently found bathed in team 
at one, two, and three o’clock in the morning. Many ladies and 
gentlemen, interested in the welfare of the family, remonstrated with 
and exhorted him ‘ to turn from his wickedness, and live and none 

more assiduous in this good work than the pious and excellent 
clergyman of the parish in which he lives ; but all to no purpose, and 
the clergyman had to depart to the East Indies as a church missionary, 
without seeing any reformation in him. The time was, however, 
comlne, when a tract from this mission was to be blessed by God, not 
only to the outward reformation of the man, but to his spiritual en­
lightenment. I had long felt for him and his interesting family, and 
I resolved to send him the tract. The Way to be Healthy and 
Happy. He knew not from whence it came ; but he kept it in hi* 
pocket, and read it at every meal. Many inquiries did he make, and 
many tears did he shed over it; he * wondered who could send it 
It mattered not ; God sent it, and he has eminently blessed its perusal. 
R— first became outwardly reformed ; he is now pious, and the sister» 
of his late beloved pastor are witnesses of the interesting change 
The moral wilderness bas budded and blossomed as the rose; and h* 
whose delight was once in the song of the drunkard and the oath of 
the profane, now reads and kneels, and prays with hie 1 healthy andl 
happy' family."
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BROAD SHEETS IN THE WAITING-ROOM OF A PHYSICIAN.

A physician in London, a zealous friend of the Society, has th* 
walls of his waiting-room for poor people covered with its bro»if 
sheets. It is truly gratifying and encouraging to state, that by th» 
means, some years since, a poor abandoned woman was brought l«

|l ® .



THE POOH OLD COBN MILLEB.

As two of us were going into the country, we came up with a 
decent-looklng old man, resting himself by the way, as he had got a 
hurt in his foot. We were at once known to each other from his 
haring lodged in the Vagrant Office for a week on account of being 
unable to walk. On entering into conversation, he said, that it was 
the good providence of God that took him to that place, for he had 
there learned something he had never known before. He wept as he 
spoke, and taking out a parcel of tracts which be had carefully pre- 
served, he said, “ Here is something I can read by the way. I shall 
make a book of them, and they will be of great use to me at a future 
day. Looking at us, he said, “Does not the Lord say, • Let the 
wi(fced forsake his way, and the unrighteous man hie thoughts • and 
1st him return unto the Lord,’ etc. And again « Though your sins 
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.”’ We gave him suitable advice W 
parting. He was then leaving town, so that we are net likely to 
meet with him any more. He wept as we shook his hand, and ex- 
pressed his hope that we may meet again in heaven.

FBOM A CLERGYMAN NEAB HUDDERSFIELD.smmma house where there was a young man In a declining state of health, 
and who with his mother, appeared to take my solemn warnings in 
rather a light and careless manner; yet God was pleased to bless the 
warning, and strike Into the young man’s mind a solemn thought of 
his unfitness for the death to which he was fur advancing. By lending

F-F Stftr strs
f*ntan“- He became, indeed, “ a new man.” Sorrow gave J£e
to an ardent desire to learn of his state by nature, and the blessed 
provision of mercy made by the gospel of Christ He died a few 
weeks ago ; his whole soul was full of love, and peace, and joy His 
worn and decayed countenance beamed with delight, when, even with 
jms, he gave on hie dying bed the tract which he loved so much, to 
^ .poor.a"d jp*1 “other, with the expressed wish for her to keep
sivh.T* i* 0fUn‘ He.dled ln tbe presence of his friends; many 
?. * te®”» prayers, and resolutions of amendment were then m-d. 

which eternity alone will tell the result and effect of. The piousuid 
of this young man was much talked of among the
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■
solemnly and deeply convinced that there was something real in the 
religion he so much despised. At hie own request, I read to him 
portions of The Sinner's Friend, and the New Testament, and 
earnestly besought God to bless them to his mind. This man became 
for a long time so cast down by a view of his own heart, present 
danger, and past character, that I feared much for several weeks that 
God had given him up to the way of hie own heart. He was fast de­
clining by a rapid consumption. His objections to Christianity were 
all dissolved, and his doubts about hell token away. Groans, 
sighs, tears, and deep ardent prayers took up the place of his former 
vile curses and oaths. I never in my ministerial career hava met 
with euoh a monument of Divine grace ; the lion was turned Into a 
lamb, the monster into a tender-hearted child : he often expressed 
himself in a pleasing manner. “ I always feel," he said at one time,
“ easy and happy after you pray for me; for I fear God will scarcely 
hear my prayer." I have reason to believe that the chief portion of 
bis time (after he was confined to his bed by his disease) was spent 
in crying to God for mercy, for Christs sake; and mercy indeed wee 
given. Peace, and pardon, and love were shed over his miserable 
soul, and he became a monument of God’s grace, such as I have 
seldom seen. Several times he said, “ God has made you and the 
qyding a great blessing to my soul." I asked him once what he | 
prayed for ? and he said, “ that God would be pleased for Christ’s 
sake to give him a new heart.” I was by his bed-side a few hours 
before he died ; he bade me farewell, and pressed me with his poor 
withered hand, saying, with the fervency of death itself, “ God has 
made you a blessing to me; I only now wish to die ; I have solid 
comfort and peace through my Saviour Jesus Christ." He died truly 
happy.
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F BOM THE SPEECH OF JOSEPH TBITTOlf, ESQ., AT THE 
SOCIETY’S LAST ANNIVERSARY. '

I was conversing with a party who holds a very responsible situa­
tion, and stands very high in the confidence and esteem of those with 
whom he Is connected, and he told me that, upwards of thirty years 
ago, when this Society was very different in extent from what it 
now is, he chanced to see in the desk of a companion a packet of 
your publications. Curiosity prompted the one to ask, and Christian 
readiness led the other immediately to surrender, that packet, In 
which was a solemn, striking tract on eternity. That tract was 
blessed to his conversion, and now, though incessantly and arduously 
employed during the week, and past the vigour of youth and early 
manhood, I do not believe there could be found a sabbath-school 
teacher more diligent, more regular, more devoted than he. And 
he told me further, what I am sure this meeting will rejoice to bear, 
that, when from time to time he revisits bis native place, he finds 
tracts which he distributed more than twenty years ago, still pre­
served and bound up together, and circulated through its cottage 
homes. Here is surely encouragement for the Tract Society to thank 
God, and take courage, and go forward.
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“THE SABIATH-BRtAKEB DECLAIMED.”

One case I wish to name. A young man, a botcher in this place, 
was in the habit of attending my ministry for some time, but kept his 
shop open on part of the Lord’s Day ; but a tract that was left at his 
house by a friend, made such a deep impression upon his mind, that 
when his wife returned borne she found him in tears. Soon after, 
he was made happy in the Lord—closed his shop on the Lord’s day, 
and bas since become a member of the church, and a teacher in the 
sabbath-school ; and I believe that he is walking in the fear of the 
Ljrd, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost. This case I am sure 
will delight those men of God that form the Committee of the Tract 
Society.

“ THE HISTOIIV OF ELLEN.”

Miss M. A. S. formed an acquaintance with an ungodly young 
man ; little by little It was perceived that it would lend her to neglect 
the means of grace, if not to give up altogether attending to Divine 
things. Every means were taken to bring her to see that misery 
must result from such a union ; but she could not break «ff the cor­
respondence. She now absented herself from the tabie of the Lord, 
and wag seldom seen in the house of God. Mrs. F. calling one day 
to see her, she told her how unhappy she felt, and assigned as a reason 
the forming an acquaintance with one who was not a Christian. Mrs. 
F. put into her hands that little gem of a publication, The History 
of Ellen, the reading of which so powerfully impressed her mind, 
that she resolved to return to the path of duty and religion again. 
To God be all the glory.

AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY.

This Society continues to prosecute with energy 
the cultivation of the great field which Providence 
has assigned to it. During the past year it has issued 
73 new publications in seven languages, including a 
number of valuable volumes ; its circulation for last 
year has been 5,153,898. Its gratuitous issues 
amount to 30,705,246 pages, value $20,470 16, 
making a very considerable increase on those of the 
preceding year. Its income from all sources has 
been $153,916 16, of which $71,132 16 
free contributions. The expenditure has been $153,- 
916 16.

The proportion which the donations of this Society 
bear to its entire income (nearly one-half) is very 
much to the credit of our American friends : it shews
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that they are alive to the value of the press, and their 
zeal for the diffusion of truth to counteract so1 much 
that is pernicious in the light literature of the present 
day, is worthy of all praise.

The system of Colportage (of the Society’s publi­
cations) ie still carried on with vigour : in five years 
six million of volumes were sold by this means ! It 
is delightful to contemplate such a distribution ; to 
think that the works of Bunyan, Baxter, Doddridge, 
Flavel, Edwards, Abbott, &o. &c., are so freely scat­
tered over the land, is sufficient to cheer the hearts 
of the desponding, and to bid them “ bless God and 
take courage.”

UPPER CANADA RELIGIOUS TRACT AND BOOK 
SOCIETY.

Our Sister Society in Toronto continues to pros­
per. The issues are increasing year by year, as the 
fine portion of the Province where its operations 
earned on expands in wealth and population. May 
its efforts to diffuse precious truth be blessed of God-

Its issues for the past year have been—
Books sold 
Tracts sold
Gratuitous distribution 
Sermons
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59,97*
1,080Fourteen Libraries containing 1080 rois.

Total 61,054ear rerrre ewerr

Being 3846 beyond the issues of last year.

BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS WITH THE SCOTCH 
VERSION OF THE PSALMS, &C.

The supply of those Scriptures has become a ne­
cessary and rather important part of our operations. 
The number imported this year is greater than on

1



id their 
rmuch 
present

any former occasion, the sale they have met with 
encourages still farther additions to the orders ; arid 
also the hope that so many copies of God’s Hoi/ 
Word may be made effectual, through the operation 
of the Divine Spirit, to the enlightening of many 
amongst the respectable denominations of Christians 
who use these versions. The number pf Bibles and 
Testaments of the above kinds that have been im­
ported this year is 1901, the particulars of which 
will be found in the Table in its proper place.
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TRACT DISTRIBUTING ASSOCIATION.

This noble band of Self-denying labourers in the 
arduous and often thankless work of distributing 
from house to house the

►OK

messengers of sovereign 
mercy, continue to discliarge their duties with zeal 
and fidelity. We have pleasure in bearing testimony 
to the devotedness of those engaged in the work ; at 
the same time, we regret to say that several of the 
districts have been vacant the greater part of the 
year. But we rejoice to say, that our Wesleyan 
friends have organised among themselves a Branch 
Association, and have untertaken the Quebec Su­
burbs as their portion of the work. May the Lord 
prosper them in the undertaking, and may “their 
zeal provoke very many.” As a first-fruits, this in­
fant Branch has paid into 
ten shillings.
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The Report of the Association, which is of an en­
couraging character, will be printed in the Appendix 
of our Report.
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The income of the Society from all all source* hoe been Jfc)32 6 10
Subscriptions and Donation*..................................
Remittances from Branch Societies, Agents, Ac.

The principal items of expenditure during the year hare been— 
Remitted Religious Tract Society, London, for publics*

cations Imported ............................... ................................
Remitted Francis Orr & Sons, Glasgow, for Bibles and

Testaments with Psalms, &c...........................................
Remitted American Tract Society ....................................

39 3 11 
119 11 8

134 14 5

93 1
19 4

FINANCES.

CONCLUSION.

In drawing this Report to a close, your Committee 
would devoutly desire to give glory to God for some 
good effected through the instrumentality of the 
tract? distributed under their auspices. We are per­
mitted now and then to behold some fruits arising 
from the seed sown ; much more good, we have no 
doubt, has been done than we shall ever know of in 
this world ; but we cherish the hope, that at the day 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed, and 
that which was hidden shall be brought to light, 
many will be found clothed in the garment of the 
Redeemer^ righteousness, who have been brought to 
the exercise of faith in the precious “ blood of the 
Lamb” through this feeble, and it may be much des­
pised, means of grace. Believing as we do, that the 
truth of God is “mighty to the pulling down of 
strong holds,” and that the knowledge of the name 
of Jesus shall cover “ the earth as the waters cover 
the sea;” that although we are called to mourn over 
the lukewarmness of some—the indifference; of others 
—of whom better things might be expected ; and to 
contend against the corruptions of the human heart, 
and the striving of the man of sin ; yet we would 
bear in mind the fact, “ that greater is he that is that 
for us than all they that be against us.”
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Tracts and Sermons.

Hand Bills.

Broad Sheets.

38mo. gilt edge.

Select Sermons.

38mo. Children’s Books.

18mo. Rewards.

Bound Volumes.

64mo Series.

Periodicals.

Children’s Tracts.

GsbHc Tracts.

Tracts.

Hand Bills.

Bound Books.

93mo. Children’s Books.

Edinburgh Bibles. 

Edinburgh Testaments.

Tracts for the Blind.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS. Rev. Dr. 
J. T. Bar 
James Mil

tion
R. Craik, 
Collection 

Meeting 
Dr. M‘Dii

SUBSCRIPTIONS IN MONTREAL.
Collected by Mr. IT. C. Entra.

Joseph Savage 
A. Savage
J. Keller , ... ... 0 5 0
Henderson Brothers 0 A 0 
J. W. Red path ... 0 6 0 
Tait, Fowler & Co. 0 10 0
Small sums ..........  0 5 71
Mr. Willoughby ... 10 0
A. Hamilton........... 0 6 0
S. J. Lyman........... 0 10 0
G. Hagar..........
C. Freeland ...
W. C. Evans (second) 0 5 0

Collections by Mrs.
Woodbury and Miss 
Duel os...........

Collected by Mre. Woodsvar and 
Mite Duclos in Recollet and 
St. Antoine Suburbs.

Mrs. T. M. Taylor... £0 5 0 
Mrs. B. Lyman ... 0 5 0 
Mrs. Morrison ... 0 5 0 
Mrs. Hutchinson ...0 5 0
Mrs. Burns ........... 0 6 0
Miss Young ........... 0 2»
A Friend._ ........... 0 2 6
Mrs. C. Fitts........... 0 2 6
Mrs. Peck ..........  0 2 6
Mrs. Thomas Tait... 0 2 6 
Mrs. A. Hamilton ... 0 2 6 
Mrs. Norman S. Frost 0 2 6 
George B. Muir, Esq. 0 2 6 
Mrs. Wilkes ...
Mrs. W. A. Wilkes 
Miss Lyman ...
Mrs. David Ferguson 0 2 6 
Mrs. Gordon ...
Mr. Newcombe 
Mrs. A. Fitts ...
Mrs. Lawley ... ... 0 1 3
A Friend...........
Mr. R. Lawley 
Miss M'Jane ...
A Friend...........
Mrs. W.Roes...
Mrs. Fisher ...
Mrs. Lapelletrie ... 0 1 3 
Mrs. Montgomerie... 0 1 3
Mrs. Rodd ..........  0 13
Mrs. Hatton ........... 0 13
Mrs. Sculthorpe ... 0 1 3 
Mrs. M. H. Seymour 0 13
Mrs. Perkins..........  0 13
Mre. John E. Mills 0 13 
Mrs. Matehltt... ... 0 1 3 
Mrs. M‘Dowall ... 0 1 3 
Mr. H. Irish .,. ... 0 1 3 
Small sums ..........  o 2 6

|j cott
... £l 0 0
... o io e

J. Ferrier 
Onesimus 

Bucklm 
T. Harvar 

tion
W. C. £ 

eeriptloi 
Geo. Kerr 
Rev. R. L

...0 5 0 

... 0 10 0

PAYME

...0 2 6
0 2 6

...0 2 6
Smith's Fi 
L’Orignal 

ciety . 
Mrs. Rodd 
John Lloy 
Joseph Sai 
J. Barnan 
P. Murphi 
Miss E. p; 
Mrs. Dr. < 
9. Hedge., 
Mrs. Cam 
Joseph Lei 
George Kei 
Rev. W.

Smith's 
James Her 
Edwardebu 
Miss Light

...4 2 6

Subecriptiona made at lait .4tni- 
vereary.

E. C. Tuttle........... I
R. Campbell ........... 1
L. Russell 
James Cooper...
A. M •Donald- 
John Learning 
T. E. Woodbury ...
R. Lr’ham ........... l
A Friend to the Tract

cause ................... 15 0
James Thomson, La- 

prairie ................... o to 0

0 2 6 
...0 13 
...0 13

0
0

... 1
0
0 ...0 13 

...0 13

... 0 1 3 

...0 13 

... 0 1 3 

...0 13

... 0

... 1
1

0
0
0
0

Collected by Mr. Ji Mills. 
Mrs. Muir 
J. R. Orr 
H. Lyman ...
B. Anderson ...
James Mills ...
J. Holland 
B. Symn 
J. Birka ...........

0 103i 1 0 15
0 6
0 10
0 5
0 5
0 6
0 10

D. F 0 10
Joseph Wenham 1 0

T
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Smith's Falls Branch £2 
L’Orignal Branch So­

ciety ...........
Mrs. Rodden...........
John Lloyd ...........
Joseph Savage...........
J. Barnard ...........
P. Murphy ...........
Miss E. Plimsoil ... 
Mrs. Dr. Grant ...
S. Hedge... ...
Mrs. Carre ...........
Joseph Leeming ... 1
George Kerr, Perth.,. 1 
Rev. \V. Aiken,

Smith’s Falls ... 0 
James Henderson ... 0 
Edwardsburgh Branch 3 
MissLightfoot ... 0

Rev. James Cairns... £1 1 0
Brockvllle Bible So­

ciety ......................31 8 6
Charles Freeland ... 1 0 O
Rev. John Edwards 0 9 8
Miss Fenwick......... 0 2 6
A. & J. Cameron,

Perth .................... 2 4
... 1 12
... 0 5

Rev. Isaac Law 
John M'Callum 
Henry Freeland ... 0 9 
T. M. Thomson ... 7 16 
Bible Society, Mon­

treal ... .,
K. M'Pherson 
Dr. Holmes 
Miss Reddy 
W. Brewster 
A. Gray ...

... 45

... 0
... 0
... 0
... 0
... 0

PAYMENTS RECEIVED FROM BRANCH SOCIETIES, 
AGENTS, &c., 1846.

FREE CONTRIBUTIONS, 1846.

Rev. Dr. Carruthers £0 5 0 
J. T. Barrett, Esq 
James Mills, subscrlp-

Quebec SuburbBranch £2 10 0 
William F. Grassett, 

subscription... ... 0 5
Miss Grafton........... 0 1
Rev. D. Black, St 

Therese
James Court, subscrlp-

0 15 0

tlon 0
R. Craik, St Luke... 1 
Collection at Annual

Meeting ........... 10 15 9
Dr. M‘Dlarmld,Pres-

0
........... 1 0 0

tion ........... 10 0
cott ... ... 10 0 

j. Perrier, jun., Esq. 2 0 0 
Onesimus Larwlll,

Buckingham ... 0 10 0 
T. Harvard, subscrip­

tion
W. C. Evans, sub.

■eriptlou ........... 0
Geo. Kerr, Perth ... 0 
Rev. R. L. Lusher... 0

John Dougall, sub­
scription ........... 0 5 0

Mrs. Galt, subscrip­
tion .................... 0 5 0

Mrs. Hill, subscription 0 5 0
Mrs. E. Muir, do 
Rev. J. Girdwood,

subscription........... 0 5 0
James Barnard, sub­

scription ........... 0 5 0

... ... 0 5 0 0 5 0

0
1
0
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EIGHTH ANNUAL KEPOHT

or TUB

MONTREAL ASSOCIATION

FOR

THE DISTRIBUTION OF RELIGIOUS TRACTS.

Again our Anniversary is at hand—to the man of 
the world a matter of little moment ; and it would 
appear, that even with the religious community, the 
efforts of the members of this Association to promote 
the eternal welfare of their fellow-beings, are almost 
undeserving their notice, 
jersuaded that the work is the Lord’s, and with the 
smile of Heaven upon our labours (which we rejoice 
o be enabled to state we have enjoyed during the 
ear), we can estimate the favour of man at its pro- 

>er value, and “endure all things, as seeing him who 
s invisible.” Though the proceedings of the Tract 
)istributor may now appear in no striking light, 
ret, by the Divine favour, the influence he exerts 
' ill extend to that period when the heavens and the 
arth shall be no more, and time, with all its 

and delusions, lost in the vastness of eternity, 
low encouraging is the thought, that in the mul- 
ïtude of the redeemed around the throne of the 
Iternal, many there will be, who will trace their 
rat inclination heavenward, to the perusal of the

But we know and are

con-
■ems
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select fr“ ThereforeTracts distributed by this Association, 

comfort ye one another with these words.” I rican Ti
The result of the distribution in the City and | best sui 

Suburbs, during the past year, is as follows :—
32,700 

1,573 
2,764

» •
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English Tracts
Handbills..........
French Tracts. 
Galic do .. 20|

I 37,057Total

À great increase will be perceived in the distribu­
tion of the past year, in comparison with that of the 
year preceding, owing to the more efficient plan of 
distributing at present adopted, and to a more faith­
ful discharge of their duty on the part of the Distri­
butors.

Each District (the City and Suburbs being divided 
into six) is thoroughly visited at least once a month, 
and a tract left at every house where it will be receiv­
ed. The Distributors regret they can report but little 

with the Roman Catholic population, there 
being few of that persuasion who can be induced to 
take the Tracts, from the influence of their priesthood, 
whose opposition still continues unabated. The num­
ber of those connected with the Association who

i
success

I fit
1

t\ speak French is very small, and without Distributors 
who understand that language, we cannot expect to 
do much good with the Canadians. Are there no 

conversant with the French language,

1
i’E

young men,
who will lend their assistance in this importai!
work ?

We have again to record our sincere thanks to the 
“ Montreal Auxiliary Tract Society,” for their con­
tinued gratuitous "supply of the Tracts distributed by 
this Association. This year, however, they have ex­
ceeded their former kindness, in permitting us to
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Chcrcfore I select from the catalogues of the London and Ame- 

! rican Tract Societies such Tracts as were considered 
City and | best suited for distribution in this neighbourhood, 

and ordering of those selected to a very large amount, 
for the special use of the Association. The public, 
who reap the benefit of this liberality on the part of 
the Montreal Auxiliary, will we tnist respond to it 
in the same spirit, and which can be shown by thin 
year doubling the usual receipts of that Society.

The following interesting narrative of the conver­
sion of a soldier in the Military Hospital, from the 
reading of a Tract, was received with the October 
Reports. It was drawn up by the Hospital Serjeant, 
Mr. Wilkinson, at the request of the Distributors in 
the Hospital

" Private W. 8—, being ill with fever, was admitted into the 
Military Hospital early in October. The first Sabbath he waa in 

be receiv-g Hospital, two Dlttribntors (one a converted Canadian) came roend as 
i i r.ii I “f0*1 wilh Tracts, and as they passed through the wards put one in 
but little! bis band, which had these very solemn words for its beading, ‘ This 

ion there I “** Toar ,a8t Sabbath. ’ To a person in his situation, nothing could 
* t* »>ora pointed or appropriate. He took up the Tract to read, but

no sooner did his eye rest upon the above words, than his hand fell 
powerleee upon his bed, to use his own words, 4 They strutik me like 
s thunderbolt' A sudden trembling seized hie frame ; the 

The num- and admonitions of a pious father—his Sabbath-school instructions, 
and early impressions—all rushed upon his memory with a force that 
could not be resisted or described. He thought, 4 If this is ♦& be my 
last Sabbath, I am lost ! My soul is lost ! ’ It may readtiy be sup. 
posed -that whilst the Spirit of God was thus powerfully operating, 

expect to he was the subject of emotions that could net easily be concealed.
He requested the surgeon to have him removed to a ward by himself, 
which was kindly granted. As it is my custom to convins with the 
patients on serious subjects at fit opportunities, and being aware of his 
case, I endeavoured to point him to the sinner’s Friend rod Advocate, 
assuring him of the sufficiency of the atonement to meet hie case, and 
of Gods willingness, by virtue of that atonement, to save him then. 
We engaged In prayer, and from his deep sighs, penitential tears and 
fervent responses, I had no doubt of his sincerity, but waa led to 
hope that the hour of his redemption drew nigh $ although upon this 
occasion he received no joy, yet bis awful forebodings of coming wrath 
were in a measure subdued, and he began to exercise hope in the merer 
of God. • Thus he continued to plead with bis Maker for three days ’ 
now and then reading hie little Tract, which he held in hia hand day 
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whilst we were earnestly engaged with God In prayer, with heart» 
and eyes uplifted to the mercy seat, the Sun of Righteousness arose 
with healing in his wings, the clouds were dispersed, and the new­
born eoul sweetly praised the God of his salvation.

As one proof of the reality of this work, I would mention, that bo 
sooner was he made a partaker of God’s saving grace, than be sent for 
his ‘ comrade,’ and besought him to give up sin and seek the Lord."

We may remark, that from his recovery to the 
present time, the soldier above referred to, has con­
tinued “ steadfast in the faith,” notwithstanding the 
opposition and ridicule of those who knew him as he 
had been in his days of thoughtlessness.

What a remarkable proof is here presented of the 
efficacy of Tract distribution in turning sinners from 
the error of their ways. May it have the effect of 
inciting the Distributors to redoubled diligence in 
this work, and “in due season they shall reap if they 
faint not.”

A change of great importance was effected late in 
the year in the Quebec Suburb District ; that Dis­
trict, from Dalhousie Square, having been constituted 
a Branch of the Association, and has been given up 
to a Society formed in connexion with the Wesleyan 
Church in that part of the City, under the following 
circumstances:—Several members of that Church 
having united to form a Tract Society independent 
of this Association, for special effort in that quarter ; 
it was represented to them, that unpleasant inter­
ferences would take place, with two societies, hav­
ing the same object in view, labouring in the same 
neighbourhood. Accordingly, application was made 
by those who were about to form the new Society, 
through their minister, to have the whole of the 1 of our e 
Quebec Suburb assigned to them, and to admit the 1 weekly 
contemplated Society as a Branch of the Association. 1 think m 
The application was favourably received, and the 1 paucity < 
District, with limits as above, assigned to the appli- I undertak
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:
<Jants—the Military Hospital not to be included. 
The Tracts used are the same as are distributed by 
the Association. A monthly report is to be given of 
their proceedings, and their members have the privi­
lege of attending the meetings of the Association. 
It will thus be perceived, that in reality there is but 
little change in the position of the Association 
gards that part of the City. The chief consideration 
by which we were influenced, in giving up the ex­
clusive control of that District, was, that it would 
have been unjust to deprive those living there of a 
more satisfactory and efficient distribution, than we 
could possibly accomplish with our limited number 
of assistants.

That the new Society works well, the following 
Report will abundantly testify :—

, “QUEBEC SUBUBB BRANCH, JANUARY, 1847.
This Branch commenced operations on the 13th November last, 

and since that period 593 families have been visited weekly by 31 
Distributors, and 2648 Tracts have been circulated.

A meeting is held every Friday evening, at which the Distributors 
exchange their Tracts and make their reports. It is matter of devout 
thankfulness to Almighty God that we are enabled to record, that 
their humble efforts have been crowned with no small measure of 
«access. Thirteen children have been gathered into Sabbath schools 
and twenty persons persuaded to attend Church, of whom are five 
hopeful conversions.

The success that lias thus far attended the labours of the Dletri- 
utors in this section of the City, has been truly encouraging. In 

general, the Tracts are received thankfully, and the Distributors re- 
solve, in prayerful dépendance on the Father of all mercies, to per- 
•evere in this glorious work.”
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There arc several matters in this Report deserving 
of our special notice. The plan of simultaneous 
weekly distribution throughout the District, is we 
think most excellent; but one, which from 
paucity of numbers, we have as yet been unable to 
undertake. We perceive, also, that the «loan sys­
tem” has been adopted by the Quebec Suburb

our
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Branch; a plan that we were compelled to give up, 
after a lengthened trial, from the same cause as pre­
vented our distributing weekly. The time spent in 
looking for the Tract to be exchanged was found to 
be so great, that but a very limited distribution could 
be made on the Sabbath. We hope, however, by the 
accession of new members, soon to be enabled again 
to adopt the loan system, and to carry on a regular 
weekly distribution through the whole of the Dis­
tricts. When it is considered, that for the supply of 
this large City and Suburb's with Tracts, we have 
no more Distributors than as found necessary for 
the proper performance of tie work in the Quebec 
Suburb by the new Society, some idea may be 
formed of the disadvantages we labour under.

We want assistance; but if ministers and their 
people prefer engaging in Tract distribution in con­
nexion with their several Churches, we will not object 
to their so doing. It matters little to us whether 
those who labour in this work are immediately under 
the control of the Association or not, so that the 
duty be faithfully performed, 
not support us, let them take the work into their 
own hands, and ensure a faithful Tract distribution 
for the City. It cannot surely be expected that 
twenty or thirty individuals, no matter with what 
zeal they may be possessed, or how diligently soever 
they may labour, are sufficient for carrying on this 
work in a proper manner. We hope there are still 
amongst us many whole-souled Christians, who can 
unite in a cause like this, without its being under the 
surveillance, or in connexion with any particular de­
nomination, Let such, then, cast in their lot with 
us, and assist in our Catholic Crusade against the 
powers of darkness.
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The most pleasing part of the Report of the new
Branch is, that already five conversions have been 
incidentally the result of their labours in that sec­
tion. In a single month, so many “ brands plucked 
from the burning,” through the instrumentality of 
Tract distribution. “ To God be all the glory.”

We have now for several years advocated the es­
tablishment of a City Mission in Montreal, through 
this, the only means of our communication with the 
public ; but as yet we regret to see that no action 
whatever has been taken towards commencing that 
undertaking. How trifling would be the sum neces­
sary to support a single missionary—five 
pounds from each congregation would more than 
suffice for that purpose. Will nothing be done in 
this matter ? Its importance and usefulness cannot 
be questioned. Will the Protestant ministers of the 
City not exert themselves, and agitate the subject ? 
To the decision of the “Canada Evangelical Alli­
ance ” we commit the question.

Although at the risk of being set down as depart­
ing from our sphere, in touching upon subjects with 
which, as an Association for Tract distribution, 
may be supposed to have no connexion, yet we can­
not close this Report, without expressing our fervent 
hope, that the “ Asylum for Female Servants out of 
Place ” (the necessity for which was shewn so for­
cibly in the extracts from the Monthly Reports of 
the Distributors, published in our last Report) will 
not be overlooked by a benevolent Christian people ; 
but that the safety of those who contribute so much 
to the general happiness of society will meet with 
becoming solicitude.

Until the close of the last century, when the true 
missionary spirit began to be felt in the Mother
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i Country, it was the stigma of Christianity, that men, 
for the sake of gain, would encounter hardships o 
every description, and wander amongst the most 
brutal savages, with no other object than to amass 
wealth ; whilst the professed followers of the Ke- 
deemer were making, we may say, no efforts, com­
bating no difficulties, to carry the Gospel to the 
dark places of the earth; but resting satisfied with 
their labours in their own land, and amongst their 
neighbours and countrymen. But this reproach has 
been wiped away. In the remotest countries, and 
most fatal climates, the Soldier of the Cross may now 
be found instructing the barbarous and long-neglect­
ed races of men in the way of salvation, pointing 
them to the regions of blessedness beyond the grave. 
Yet even now, how backward are Christians >» sup­
porting enterprises that have the eternal good of man 
for their object How different, for instance, is the 
zeal manifested in the support of the missionary 
cause, with what would be displayed in the promo­
tion of any project of trifling temporal importance, 
and in that department with which we are connected 
-the distribution of Tracts—how feeble do our ef­
forts appear, when contrasted with the labours of the 
men of the world in the dissemination of their views 

• and opinions on temporal matters by the same in­
strumentality. The great political and commercial 
changes, and the social reforms, so lately effected m 
the Mother Country (which already are felt in the 
remotest corners of the earth, and whose influence 
will extend to the latest posterity,) are mamlythe 
result of extended and persevering labour, in send- 
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Tracts. Shall such a powerful engine for influencing 
the public mind for good or ill, be so much neglected 
in the work of the Lord as it is at present ? Will 
the followers of Christ any longer suffer themselves 
to be outdone in zeal in this cause by political agi­
tators ? We hope not. And let the nothingness of 
all worldly objects, and the awful importance of 
eternal things, influence many in forming a correct 
and prompt decisioû. In this cause all may unite ; 
here is presented a broad field, where no compromise 
of minor differences on religious matters is required, 
but where true “ Evangelical Union” may be beauti­
fully exhibited to the world. Let there, then, on the 
part of the Churches of this City, be a vigorous 
united effort to sustain this Association in its labour 
of love ; and by a hearty co-operation, enable us to 
prosecute this enterprise with means somewhat pro­
portioned to the extent and importance of the under­
taking.
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LIST OF MEMBERS.

K \\

!| Mr. JOHN M'WATTERS, Chairman.
Mr. JAMES A. MATHEWSON, Secretary and Trtaiurer.

I1 II SUPXBIHTEIIDBNTS.
Messrs. John M*Watters, 

William Norton, 
George Morrison.

Messrs. David Savage, 
John M'Callum, 
James Knox,

DI8TBIBÜTOB8.I Messrs. Thoe. M‘Waters, 
J. M'Watters, Jr., 
J. Telfer,
Robert Feeney,
M. Junod,
Louis Barre,
R. M'Lean, 
Strathearn,
J. Dunbar,
Joseph Jackson,
J. P. Clark,
G. Mentais,
D. M'Cord,
— Hicks,
— Mochrie.

Meurs. John Birks,
John Keller, 
John Gibson,
J. M. Blackader, 
J. Kirkpatrick,
O. Alexander, 
Alexr. Johnson, 
Wm. M'Intosb, 
James Halliday, 
— Gibson,
Wm. M'Counall, 
Samuel Wilson, 
H. Jersey,
H. Freligb,
W. Morrison,
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Misses Stephens, 
Higgs,

Miu Connell, 
M'Kenaie.

Mrs. Milne,
Woodbury,
Tanner,
M'Kenaie,

Quebec Sububb Bbanch,
Mr. Raffan, Superintendent. 
31 Distributors.■’
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V

CONSTITUTION.

1. That this Institution be called The Montreal Association for the 
Distribution of Religious Tracts.

•r.

2. That this Association shall consist of all such pious persons, 
he disposed to unite their operations in carrying out the

now
who
objects of a general Tract distribution, according to the plau 
proposed.

3. That all persons desirous of becoming members of this Associ­
ation, shall be received by a rote of the Society, at any General or 
Monthly Meeting, but not admitted to full Membership until they 
hare been engaged for three months in distributing.

4. That it shall be the duty of the Members of this Association to 
distribute Tracts, to converse with those they visit on the important 
subject of personal religion, and to urge an attendance on public 
worship, as well as a regard to the other means of grace.

5. That the Members shall meet elatedly once a month for prayer, 
in connection with the object in view, when each Member shall pre­
sent a written report, and give a statement of such facts as may have 
occurred in the course of distribution.

6. That all monies contributed shall be received in aid of the funds 
of the Montreal Religious Tract Society.

7. That the Officers shall consist of a Chairman and Secretary to 
be chosen annually by the Members.

8. That it shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep a record of 
the proceedings of each Meeting, and also the Reports of the Distri­
butors. He shall also take charge of all monies received by the As­
sociation, and account for the same.
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