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THE LIBERAL PLATFORM
DISCUSSED BY

HON. G. W. ROSS
AT BARRIB

In reo,s,„g his speech at Barrie the Premier eliminated asiMjs praCcatle the material used in the speeeh at 7a an"\Son,e pianhs ,n the U,>eral Platform that .ere merely referZ

|»re entitled to th^griili't't^^^^^^

1
1

Education and Agriculture

If t„ U. a l,igl,.„,i,„I,,l li?rVh.f: "''''•, ^''''"'""' """ 'f "^
l«f "h.«.ti«u,.l faeili.iH, f c en daV 3 ""? ""f ''" "^ '•"*
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liorninl »cIkj<i1», ari.l liuililinii^ v,,..vi,illv (Icvi.tml c. Tei'luiiciil sul.jed-

li.ivi. Wcncrecle.1 in T..i"iil", li.-ilin. Sinitf..iil ami linir.ttonl. Miinu .1

TiiUiiin;.' is uuj^ht in L'li Mii.u.K an.l H sli,' Soicm-i. in \:i s.-lu...!-

Till! Sir Williuni Miicil"nal(l Instiluti', al Hui-lpli, taken omt l>y Uii-

ncnt carlv in I lifi-, supplies insliufti.m t.i nver a Inniilni

.laugliliMs in ll..usi.|i..l.l S,i,.|,ci-. anil is a .staniiinj- proof of lie-

li-i-iif tliisgreal •.liloalioiial lii^nifaclor in iinr Ontario Ci.vein

niflit. Till- liuililiiiKs, of wl.iili 111- "lael.. a frvi' (,'ift. i-ost ovi-i 81711,011.1

111 llio.li'partnii'iit of lii);lii'r ToilmiiMl Kiliioalioii ami Kiiaim-i'iin-.

tho Siliool of Fractical S.-iince in roionto is liy far til.' lai;;i'»l t.'.lini.a

school in raiiail.i, ami lias |,'rown with astonisliiiiiJ! rapullty. I l»

atti'liilani-.' in IfS:! was only 11 pupils; this yi'ar it is 4liO. '1
1.

hull. line's ami ..piipiiioiil hav

.r|-,v<liiati'S arc .•ouill.-.l auvili;

I loveri

farim'r

ciiuliiii

.St ni-arly half a million ilolhirs. a

till' iM'st I'liiiini'iTs in till' protVssion.

Agriculture.

In ai,'rii;ulture the Conservatives simply erolorseil the im-ili..

iidopteil l.y the (iovernment for the improvement of every liraii.li <

this comprehensive suhjecl. The umlouliteil prosperity ..f -he llii.:i.)

liirmcr is largely 'I'"' '" ''" ''f'"''^ "' ^'"' Aljricultuiv Departmei.i 1-

the improvement of stiM'k, instrueti.,n in dairying anil fruil-Kro" ..;

anil the diflusioii on a jjenerous scale of practical instruction tlioui'

Farmer's Institutes, Imlletiiis, and departmental reiKirts. No n.

now doubts the su.-cess of the Agricultural College, which il^ 11*71 "

»

attended l>y :H students, now it has an attendance of "-Jt*. Hi

Dairy Schools at Kingston. Cuelpli and Stiatl.roy have returned ili.'

cost probal.ly Sll fold, and the Winter Fairs at Ottawa amlCi'll

recently estahlished have lieen receivedwithuniversaleoinmen.ini"!

It is no exaggeration to say that the work of the Departii.in'

Agriculture has aihleil millions to the wealth of the Province.

In these two Departments what has tlie country learned fro", il

Opposition? Practicallv nothing. Mr. Whitney declares liini-lt

favor of an Educational Council elected hy the teachers. l-.» ti>

years we have had such a council on wliicli the ti hing prot'i-sMnii

represented. This council hi's full control over all the exaimii.ii".

conducted l.y the Department, and over the authorization ..t ox

books for Public and High Schools. What would ho gam.~l

changing its constitution Mr. Whitney has not yet explmie

L<K)king over the various amendments to the School Act for l'"- i.'

thirty years. I challenge the Opposition to point to any meii

change of any importance either to pupils or teachers for win.

can claim credit. The school system of Ontario has attaim

present state of perfection through the unaided efforts of tlieC

inent. No suggestion ever came from the Opposition in a.lv.n

the estahlislinient of kindergartens, continuation classes, t.s

schools, or university federation.

-HIT i'l

1, 111.-;
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2. Purity of Elections.
nic Cmvcnli,,!!

pi,,,.,.,! j,„.|f ,. , .
,

P Wen ooraniitted.
*" "' "'* "'''"rt practices

^itNencie» ,vl„.,.e it ,v,„ I.eliewV.r'H'"'
"".'' <"«'™'"'l-iseme of con-

,„,,,;:r - ™^. o„t t..e «,Ht „nn:,:rrt^:
::^-i^

The Conservative Conference
lunnnj; t<)tl,e Corisen-iti,.„ c <^

"«;' >".t painful. Neither ii | llrWu'r'"'
"'" '=°'"™«' i« «st.,„i«,,."^-«a wo..,! ,„• di.,.,„ti.fa.til„''^:;^'' -^;-;ayof hi,,upp„,t''.

corruption .shown l,y the



Klectiuu Courts to have |in'vnilci| in rviilivf |iiirty.

UiiKua^t! wH-s iisit) witli r.-^'iinl to tln'ir oppniirni-.
:

i-rt-dii \v;i-- \mi!i

Will fi»r wliat WP iitti'Mii.i»"i 1" «in ill liriiiKiiiK iftliTidfrs jo ju.sLi.-.

No iiM-nti'iii WHS niJi'lt' <>t' tlip t'lu-l ih.tr duriri;,' mv time I" .>rt"fii(i( i

-

rti-n- iir<»>^cfit*<-(l, scv.'nil (im'<l ;iiiil mhhi' Mcnt In jiiil, iioi wmm iuiv

m.-rHiMii mail.' of ill.' t'a.l tliiil tin- liiw wa- rt'cfiitly aiiiciulcti >o as l-

Hi'.'iiti- LlivaliT .citairity in tlh' cuuvii-li i .l.-cliuti otl'tMnv-H
;
ah

w;i.-. a.-jiiiM.-ialinn nt' ih.-ii- ..j.|.MiiriitH im.l :Lc.iuitliil l.y -iU'liii- ol' iIkih

gelvf,; no (VM.hition of tli.'iiTorif.'n-ti.T j.'avf lli" s!i;;lit*st .In.' a,- l^.

tlieir t'liliiiv ifiU'iili.Mis aiitl s.. w.- arc l.-fi t.. assuint' that as a j.an>

tlifV liav.- a.-.|iiic-.-f.l in tli.' iiiis.lf*.<.|>s (|i-;.l.».-"i in South Ontario ui,.!

ill 111.' t.inr I.I I'lv.' ..thfr i-ori-tiuifiii iis <.]..-iif.l i'hv tlie Klt'cti-.n Ciuii

for t'.irni[)L [.raftices,

3. Railway Taxation and Assessment.

Am.'ri:,' ill'- ;;r'-at .-..i |->iali-'ii-4 that have ;ir..^v ii iij. ill t In- .oiinin

ill the last ;iO yfar>. the railway> own tlie greatest aTuount ..t

real pr.ip.-ity and consetpH'nlly share ino?*! iii ihe prnt.-.-ti.in anii

UmioIIis ot' our niunieipal system. Itieitie^ ami towns railwav pn>].tTH

is ass.ss.'d as other pr..[)erty and may In- said to pay a reasnnal.l.

ihate .>f municipal taxation, In rural .lislri<-t.; railn>ads, lliat is ihr

riL'lit .if way, are assessed on the same Imsjs as a.ljoinin;; lands Us.-.|

for farmiiiLT purposes. HaviiiiJ re'.ani to th • value ..f the framhi-

knd tlie l-i-iie e.-irniiii-s .if .lur ri!iways it has l>een tVIt for many yt;ii-

that, ti -'i. tax-'s f..r munhipal iiiirp..ses wen- inade.|uale an.l far hei.iu

tlie laxes pai.i bv i>rivate pn-p.-rty li..lclers. In lSlt8, the small lax -i

$5 (.er mile wa8'imp.>sed hy i h" (ioveinmelit whieli was inereast'il ui

lliOt to a tax of ?30 per mile in llie oryaiiizi'd pari of the l'r.pviii"'

an.l I.I --'-0 in the unorj.'ani/eil ; and where tlie road was .l.aiM-

tracked a tax of SI" 'ler mile was im()osed for the extra track.

The Pettypiece Bill.

Uniler Ihe law of lS!t8, the railways yielded the Provinc.- ;i

reventie of #:U,'J98 : in 19114, tie' revenue amounted to .*IS7.<'i"i

Mr. Pettypiece, tlie menilter for l.amliton, who studied the metlimi-

of Railway taxation prevailini.' in the United States, introdueeil a I'.il

m few sessions as[o hy which it was pntposed to apply to Ontarif* mi

foads a new system of taxation and from which a much lar','er rev.ini

would lie derived. This liili was referred hy the House, in 1
!*""•. i"

the Special Committee <m the Ass' ^smi'iit Act, whieh d.vlinc.l i-

accept either tlie methtMls or the principle wlijch it cntaine.!. I--'

vision Mr. Pettypiece reintriHlnccl the Hill when, to tli.- surpii- 'i

everylioily, it was found that the memU'rs of the ()p)M.sit i.m "li-

opposed it on tlie Assessment C.iinmittee, evidently in lii;- h"}"' "!

eniharrassini,' the (Jovernment, spoke in its defenct'. As the Ho-' mi

mont had a measure of its own on the same (jiiestion. and a-; Mr
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Trunk I'lu-ifi,- hIicuI.I U. ,ii,v,.wI l.i ih.- fV.wn .iimI .iisi,„.i..l ,,f i,, ili..
inlyiy,,, „l il„. |ml.li,- lr..;,Mny A. Ih.- .liMnji.',. I...i»,,. r„i,.,„
iiml «.-,.,.rii I.M,n,i„r.v..t-(l„l.ui.MM,l l,.,i-l 7r,(Mnil,.,. h,„1 1

1„. 1 ;,.v,.,.„-
iiKMif l(,„l»„)- in I'lio ,„i|,., i„ l,.n;;li,. lli.TO i, lirr.. ,. , .,„,. |i,.|,l f..r thi-
'"^" • '"»'" 'i"'^ "li'-r-f Ih.-v »ill Ih. „f II,.. K„.„i,.,,t ,„h„„i,. „mnv .Klwm.ht, ,i,„lwh,-n. llic'V nii, j i,.|,i tl>,. Iar«,.st ,vnT,ii,. I?, tl,.-
Priiviiiiv 'I'hr Ciin.uliari I'.i.ili,-, it is sniil, l„i, iviiiiz...! i*l l.lioi. iilil}

';""' ''"•,^" ''"«" >!-' I«'l» \Vinni,«.;;uiMlV,„.,„,u,.r. \VI„.f
U„- I r.,nn.-c MLlI ip,ilizec,netlii|-.ic.f lli;il ,iun is ncrliiip, „(' l,.ss i,,,,,.,,!
«l.,v lliar, lliut ll„. (_l„i,„„„„.nt sh.ml.l l,„i i|„. |..,.si„^, ,„ ,)„. w„l,,
|i.,w,.|s.m,i tli..|.i,uiliin;,,f s,.|ti,„i,Mi.s i l,n„,;..|, ,1,,. \„,-t|„Mr. ,li»tri,t ^

5. Timber and Minerals for the Settlers.
I'hi- .I.M-i,ii;.ii,,i, of III,. C..riv,.nti,.n it. favor of ilm .ettliT ivi.

^|.M>.p..iYui.l.„iis|,„b.,i. Tl,.. (•„„v.„„i I,.,.|„r..,l •ihut L.vprv /...,...

>/. |.Mr,.l,„,.r .,r l,,,.;,,.... „f ,
, „ |,„„is sl„.|| „„ ,,,i,i„„ ,,.,ss,.ssi.,„ .„

siiiii 1,11,. I- i,.-,v.. ti„. ii^-ht ,,, ,.„t f,„. i,i^ ,,„„ ,„ |.„;. ^,1,. ,^,,,

:''"'"l'.","" "' '""'"" tl.ci,'"it pii ni.v ,.v..|,i,..l, ,„„1 tl„il |H.„,li„,, ,|„.

'"^"'l
'' '"> !"' ',"" '-•"i'"' -l"'ll i"i>.^ th.. ,.iKlil ... ,.„t „„,| tak,.;,-,.,,,

ot .-h,,,-.., s.. mu.li „t th,. |,i,„. as l„. „,„v r ir,- for iMiil,!,,,.. ,,,..1

f,.|„.i..^. ;,„.l ..lli..r u-,.s, nn.l that „„ ,.„i„|,l,.,i„„ „f his M.ttl,.„„.,it ,i,„j,
tl... |.ur.ha«i.r or l,K.-Hl«. slu.ij r<.t...iip a pal.m tV tin- Ci-ow,, witl,,.,,,
rpsi.rvaiioii of fmw. i.,in..s .ir minerals,"

This sl,it«,i,.„l is so ..|..ar as t., i-,.,|„i|.p litch, or „„ ,.xnla„..ui..„
lliHs,.lllrrs|,nv,h.i;..sai<.|,h,i„lvs,.t forth, anil what is i„o,l in,.,,,,-,,,,.
t.. him wh..n h,.n..ts his |,at,.„t. l„.o,vns ,.v,.,;vlhil,- oi, the soil .„ ,„„l,.i
th.. soil. »l,..|ii,.rn 1,,. tinil,..r .ii inii„.rals. ,Vt present iiiiMir.ils ,ii.
ex...M|.i...l l,..M, ll„. |,al,.„l, ,.,..„ .. aLiri.i.Uuial lati.ls. It is pos..,
to al.oli-li tills .!x..|„pCi.in.

In onl..,-, howpvor, that spltlcrs rnav ii.it ioa.lv..rt..ntlv io.-ai,. ;.
luMienil lan.is, honipstoiul inspectors uri- to lie appoinl.-il ii'i tli,. nii..i
j;aniz...l .iisiri.-ts. Wlienever an appli,-,iti.,n is nia.le for sinth.in,.|it |..
h.jniesli.a.l insp,.ctor is to r,.,»,rt at o,,,-,. to tli,. thrown Un.ls' .\.'.ii. ,

to 1 1.. , anipt..r of the lan.ls in .piesti.in. If ihev are mineral lan.l-. ...

an.ls „.,„.H va iiahie for r,..for,.st ration p,irp,>s,.sthi.n for aKri.', ,

th.. setller will Im ..xiluile.l, as it woul.i he no k-in.lness to pennit liiii.

':'.""
;' '"!"': ''•'"" ''''''••' 1'" """''I l'< 'We to nink.. a livin- In

this way the timlH-r laiiils woul.i he preserve.1 a.s a source .,f ni.rp.M ,'

income ami ihe mineral lan.ls wonl.l he .,p..n t.i the pros.,..cl.,i' (
'.i i

lng..iil .he i.l..aof the Conv.iition. a feiv ho sl..ii,l inspeclois I, , ,.

ulreaily liei-n ap|..ii,it.i.l. It is ..X|i.....e.i liv this ,n..aiis ihiii lli,. ,1..] ,.

winch ofl..n.,ccur|....l in the issue o.' pal., its, will I,, picvcil. i an.h, ,1

jlssiLin ass..|.l,.,ii..|i, iluti sure p,.,f,„.„ie.l. the settler will .„. u'liiii.l
his tiill titl.. with.iut any ies..rvan..n whatever

,"" "'''' l"'i"l tl"- i"Mfer ', .al!,..! liv .Mr. Whitnev .ulo,....! a

resolution almost i.l..nti..al with that pas„.'.l hv the I ilii'nil ('„,
i.
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tlmt wliere f'ulp lands and wiiter powers were coiitrihutary one to tli.

other thiit liutli .ilioulil lie put up at auction ami hoIiI to tlie liijj;lie-t

bidder. It required no little eff'iit, in tlie t'li'st instance, to secure tlif

necessary (:ii[>ital to test tlie ([Uality of our pui[) woo<l, and also to tr?-t

the Canadian luarkct for the i-onsuniption of Canadian pulp. In all,

seven concessions iiave already Ijeen j^ranted by the (Jovernment, tlii<i'

of wliich are working very satisfactorily;

—

(1) The Sault 8te. Marie Puli) and Paper Works, in whir),

!?1.0tin,tiOO liave l)een invested and wtiich pitMluce 100 tons of puip i"r

day.

(2) TlieHturgeon Kails Pulpard Paper Works, in which 81, GOO.

have ln'cn itnested and wliich pi-ffduco 40 tons (»f paper per day.

(.{) TIk' Spanisli lliver Works, in whicli 67O0,Oi have h.-n

invested and wliith are capable of producing lUO tuns of pulp \v i

per day.

The lli'st two mentioned works are now in operation; tin- l;i-t

mentiuned will l)e opened early next spring'.

'llie niosl important pulp'dislricts of the Province lie north of li.i'

Height of ],and. it was esiitnate'l liy the explnratit'n.s matle a f--\y

years ago that tb;it nortlinn district contained 1*88,000,000 cordon:

pulp wood. All pulp woikI cut on Crown laud.s pays a royalty nt' |m

cents a cord, and canncit Ih; e.tported from Canada. Pulp wooil cut mx

laruls located foi- seitlement, wlieihei- the patent has issued or not. ;iir

free of royalty and oati be disposed ui Xu any purcliaser the same ;i^ .iri\

otiicr commodity.

8. Provincial Commission for the Protection of Munici

palities.

'I'here h;is grown up uithin the last few years a strong tend*'

to capitalize (nmpaiiies f;if l>evi>nd tiie amount of working i-.i|

neees'-;ii-y fur their o|ieiatioii. Kveri railway corporations aie an\i

to lloat tlieir bonds for a larger sum than the revenue of the eonij.

would warrant. Municipalities, too, in order to develop local i'n

tries, or it may be to get advantages from enterprises of a p'-iv;iic <

pulilic character are .s«»metimes inclined to assume obligations^ Itiiv

Konie to (lie ttitepayers.

The Convention, realizing the <langer to the cr-edit of tlie cuin

as well a-i to prnpei'ty owners in nmnicipalities, suggested the ;i|'| •

nieni of a Provincial Connnission with power to look carefnib

every obligation of the description mentioned that caTue Ix'forc I'

nient, and after a close scrutiny of llie standing of the corpoiat ii

niiinieipality, as the case mjty be, to advise the House, or it ni;iy i

Private Uilb. Comniitt*?e, with regard to tlie propriety (tr impropi i

of the les^islation proposed. Such a Hoard would no doubt '"

eflFective check upc>n monopolies an<l franchises that might int- ri
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introduced a Hill for tlii.s purpose last tSession, but owing lo liis absence

from illness for a f;oo(! part of tlio Scfssion, be was unable to pusb it

tbrougli. No doubt tbo matter will receive early attetitiftn at some

future Session.

10. Minister of Colonization and Labour :

Tilt' sitMleiiient of New Ontario is one of tbe great pn»blems Ijefore

tlie (iovemnicnt. Already imt :*ti,OUO,l)00 acres out of tbe 130.000,000

conipo^inj; tbe area nf tlic Province bave passed to the liands of private

owners. Over tbree-quarteis of tin; wbole area of tbe Province is still

in tbe Crown. Manitoba and the West are tilling up to a certain

extent at llie expense of Old Ontario. We bave millions of acres of

w(H>iled lanils as fertile as the l)est prairie land of tbe west, with

ciiniatie conditions equally go(Ml and capable of sustaining a population

«tf at b-'ast one or two millions. Owing to the tardy growth of our

population as compjin-d with tjuel-ee. we lost six seats by the last

i;erisii> in the House •( ("ommon>, and 've are liable every deceinnal

peri<«l to further losse- The settlement, therefore, of tbe Province is

not }nnely a local (iue-.tion but one of Dominion concern. To that

end the (Sovernmcnt projected the Temiskarning and Northern Ontario

Uailwav. To that end over three millions of money have been

expemled on Colonization Roads. The onstruction of the Grand
Trunk Pacillc offers a golden opportunity for settlement, extending

over a distance of 750 miles through the nnddle oi" the Clay lielt

North of the height of land.

So ii':ipressed was the (.'onvetitii'ti with the importance of this task

that it rei-onimetidi;il the appointment of a Minister of colonization,

whose chief duties would in: to invite settlers from abrond and to pre-

serve to New Ontaiio tlie sur]>bis population of Old Ontarit). Tbe
Hepartnient of r^lHiur was lo be associated willi such a Minister, so

tliJil in inviting immigi-ants special care could he taken not to eiuroacb

upon tbe laljour market either \ty unsuitable labour or by more settlers

than the country could properly al)sot'b, Tbe project is an ambitious

one of filling up the hinterland of tlie Province, and tbe Liberal Party
is prepiu"ed to assist in such a vast undertaking.

In the Conservative platform there is practically n(» refei-enco to

New Ontario or to the importance of lilHng it up with an industrious

and frugal population.

11. Temperance Reforms.

The subject of tempei'ance was so

tbe manifesto of t,' .\lliance that it is

it here, nor is it my purpose to discuss

otlier meeting.

fully discussed in my reply to

not necessary to enlarge upon
it at any great length »t any
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lowing t-riiis ;— "Tliiit tliis Conference in recognizing that iiliuws ..xist

in connection with the Hqiior traftic places itself on record as Ijeun: ni

full sympnlhy with all well-ilirecte.! efforts to promote tcmperaruv and

innra! reform."

A Resolution like this might lie adopterl hy the License Vi.^tual-

lers" \ssoriation or 1)V the inmates of the penitentiary and ha^' qiule

as much iiKaning a's it had on the Minutes of ihe fonfeien.-.-.

According to I lit Mnil report Mr. Whitney said at Napaiiee iliat

"if l)v the raising of mv little tinger T could hring ahout pmhihllion,

then prohihition we would have." His statement according lo 1 lit

GMi- was ' If I could hy lifting mv little Hnger aholish olf tiie earlli

intoxicating li.|Uor, 1 would lilt that linger." Mr. Whitney ha 1 an

opportunily, when the Mi|Uor Act of VM2 was hefor.' -he K.nis,- ,,t'

prohibiting the sale ol li.|Uor in Ontario, as far as tlj' I'rovmce had

iuri-diction, hut he not onlv <lid not raise his little finger in that , ;we

hut he sp.ike with great 'vehemence against it ,.nd nearly all his

followeis in the House followed his example.

That puhlic opinion wants adxaliced lemperauce legislation is

evident from the reduction of liquor licenses from over fi,000 in 1-4

than .'1, 1100 in IIIOI, anil no man who wishes well of his cc.unity,

oils voung men and women, would hesitate to -tipport

uny measure that' w.)uld promote lempeianee and curtail tl vd

effects .if the drinking haljils of society.

12. Public Utilities.

The onnership I'V nuinicipalitios, and in some cases liy the

Government, of puhlic 'utilities, has lieeu for many years the .avowed

policy of the Liberal Partv. Alreadv the right has been conferred

upon municipalities to control the public service of water, heat, gas,

electric hght, telephones, street railways, public parks, lihrane-.. etc.,

and the Oovernnieut has extended this principle to Ihe ownership of the

Teraiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway.

The Convention alflrmed its approval of this policy and ex|ucs-eil

.. ,elf in favor ..f any amendments to existing laws which would make

it easier, if necessary, for municipalities to purchase private mtere.-ts

in such services foi- 'the benelit of the tax|iayers. The Convention also

expressed it^elf as opposed to perpetual franchises and placed ibirty

years as the lilnii at which a muiiicipalilv should have the right to

surrender control of any luiblic utility. Already about thirty inu

palities own the services 1 ]yj.\i

purchased them through the ope

Act. It is held in certain quail. rs that the Conmee Act i

undue adv.intage over the tnunicipality

to le

particu

mentioned, and in most ea^es have

tion of what is knownas the Conmee
; to

private corporations an undue aOv.intage over tne municipaioy. This

statement, however, is disputed, but whether true or not, municipalities

have been able under its pr.olsions to purchase the rights of private

corporations, easonahle terms. U experience has
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sl]i>wM lliat tlie Coniiiee Act imposes utirensuimlilc tiM-riiH upnri a
i-cpr-pi.nnioii, (.r (jci'liiins jimchinery diltii'ult of iipplicnlion. iluri it
»li..iilcl be anicmlwl mill with that lire I^f-islalurc .am .Iral wh.-ii llii'
npporlmiity otYcrs.

Any line 'vlm cmsiilers the i,'rettt interests wiili wliii-li d,,. |.il„.,,,|
platt'.iiin ilenls must hi- impressed with the .v.uiiil jiiilu'iiienl ot llie
L'liMvi nliipM (inil its tirm i,^rasp of tlie most iiiiporlHiit iv>ii,.s i,i>,t iinw
wiihiii tlieiaofjo 111' praeticul polities, anil liv way of eunliast il lui-ht
he inliivMin^' to plai-e siile liy side witlj th'is plallonn the poliev Ih-st
of llie Coiiservalive Cimfeience and seeondiy the poliey of the leader of
the Opposition as enunciateil at Napanee. ' An extramdinaiv eiieiim-
stanee ui this eonneetion is that the (Jonsei-vatives have two ].,,liiies,
'"" •' '! 'ly " <'oiif'eieiioe and the other framed Ijy the leader, and of
the two. il is hard to tell which is the weaker one. I will take the
<-'i.nferenL-e poUey first :

—

Pl.ATFOItM OK CONSEIiVATIVK CuNKKRENIK.

f a iiical ininini' otlire in

i.ffio

Cotn

the

id minerals i

I'lank 1 recommends the establishment
h niiiiin;^ district.

The (Junference, in luloptins this plank, fo: ^,,t that three minin"
< were already established

;
one at Hat Portage, one at lliehipf-

coton, and one at Sudbury, and that anolher was recently opened at
iiult. .So this plank is merely borrowed from the poliey of the

Lilieral parly.

Plank L'. 'I'hat the settler should have the timlx'r
his land, subject to certain restrictions.

This has lieen in sulistanee the poliey of the (ioverninent for the
last twenty yeai-s, which the Liberal Co'nvention rcccii ided to be
modified siimewhat as to the reservation of minerals in patents <'runte<l
by the Crown. "

Plank 3 approved of Public Ownership.
IS was also the Liberal policy for a quarter of a eenturv.

I'laiik 4 endorses Mr. Whitney's action in declining proposals of
coalition made to him.

\s a matter of fact proposals for a coalition were never made by
me or by any person on my authoritv.

Plank ."i recommended llie distribution of bulletins
aj-riiullural topics among the Public Schools of llic I'rovinee.

This is but a trilling and coniparativelv u.sele.ss addition lo the
agricultural eiliicatioii now carried on in Public Schools and in Norm.d
and Jlodel Schools. Nearly two million bulletins and reports were
distributed by the .\grieultuial Departmenl in the last Hve years.

Plank (; asked that the inteiest on ni..ney loaned for tile and
nimiicii.al drainage should be no higher tharr lire actual tost thereof to
the Province.

on tinrely

w fi
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Tliis plunk wa^ i|viit4' iinnecesHary as the riite churjijed rmiiiMipali-

ties is the niln now pjvic] hy tlie Province.

Plauk 7 referred tn the inspet'tinn of factories luul prisnn nmde
;,'ooils and tlie settlement of lalwdir disputes.

In tlie face of exi^^tiiij; le;,'islatii)ii and the practii^e of the (m.m'im.
ineiit, this plank is als(» unneces.sary. Altlioiijih prison-ma' h- LTiimU
are not so laljelled, they an; of such a diameter as to coTne 171 cnmpeti-
tiun in a \ery lijii'ted sense witli free lahour.

Plank 8 expressed syinpatliy with temperance and mnral lef.iim.

An utterly useless expression so far as legislation is enncenied.

Plank 9 objected tr» Orders-in-Council -njuriousjy afTectiin; the
prosjiector. miner and settler, etc.

No such Orders i,ave Ijeen passed except where the individual
interests arc? to l)e sulM»rdiriate(I to the public ^;ooil.

If from this platform is <liininated the p(,>Iicy of the Liljeral Paitv
on various topics: enumerated, the platform will l»e so narrow and so
purposeless that no Party iiavitig any respect fur itself would e\ er
presetit it U> a discriminating public. Many a Municipal Councillor
a(M>eals to the country on hrojider issues, and this must have been
Mr. Whitney's own opinion, f(»r in liis Naparu'e spi-ech lie practically
ignore<l the Party platform and enunciated a new poli'-y possessed of
no rnoie originality than tliat iulopted by the Conference. Here are
the points as far as they can be gathered from tlie newspaper report* :

—

Mit. Whitney's Platform.

(1) Law Reform :

On this point Mr. Whitney is delightfully obscure. '-Division
Courts should be relieved of many anomalie.s, litigation expedited anti
appeals reduced to one in tlie Province." If Mr W^hitney tliinks that
he can carry the country with lum on that Measure of law reform it is

somewhat extraonlinary that two or three j'arr.ago he acquiesceil in
the withdrawal of a Bill dealing with Division (Vmrts and other legal

anomalies, which the Attorney-General had kept before the House for
several weeks.

(2) The development of New Ontario :

That has l)een carried on without much sympathy or support from
Mr. Whitney or his followers.

(.S) Tt-iilway grants should only lie made for development or
colonization purposes:

That has been the policy of the Liberal Party for twenty years.

(4) The abolition of the Iwnus system for railway construction :

How railways can be built into unproductive territory without
aid, Mr. W^hitney lias failetl to explain.
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It i(* in no true hhum* of tlic w<(nl a piirry [jiatfnrrii. The ( 'oiiference

'fan not )i re|ire.s<'ntativ(' Ifxly lilic tin* Lil)erul Convention. Had it

Iwen H Conference ai tlif <!orisfrvali\e Piuly. the pliitfonn wouhl have
l>een. doulit Ii*sh, mufli inoir coiiipifhensiM'. iShouM a cliiinj,'e of lea* let

(KTCur. llic I'lrty woul.l not he l.nunii either l>y Mr. Whitney's Weehira-

tions of policy or l»y ihe lieclnDiI ion- uf (he ('onfcrence, which was ealleil

at hi- u;,'j(estion. It is for the peopli' of Oniiirit) to say whetlier the

jjreat Lihenil Convention that s|Hike for the whole Party, and siih-

niitted a pohey of a projjrc^slve characier, clear-cut and statesmanlike

in every respeet, or tho Conservative Pai'ty that in the main were mere
imitators of what Lilierals h'ul done oi' proposed to do, that showed
iu» initiative or cpMacity for coiivtriM-Tive lejjislation, is most worthy
of heing entrusted with the government of Ontario.




