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CATUPIAli ?i„ r,.

It has long been a subject of regret and of same surprise that more 
enterprise haa not been exhibited by Canadians In ; rodnoirg national mov­
ing piotnres# lth unrivalled scenery, a history exceptionally reasontio, 
teeming wi th adventnre, pathos anS thrilling incident, all the 'r. rod lent*

torial dramatisation are present, and yet this rloh field 
haa remained practically neglected, and we ore dependent on alien pro-
dneora, on of tcueh with the genius of the country.

.

At last a real attempt Is to be made to remedy this defect, ^he 
Canadian *latoric ^eatorca, of Vancouver, arc about to prod too a "made-in- 
Canada” film, which ought to enn ly the long*felt want, ‘"'he subject 
ohoaen for the first ox erleent is founded upon t^e dev. a.G. ac oth*s 
well-vnotm book, ’policing the , loins, ** the graphie otexy of the north 
West loon ted olioe, which has boen read and ad> irod by ill who love t heir 
country and its institutions and hae received the highest praise from 
litorary critics, Mr. ïacBeth wrote from an Intimate \ oroonal kno. lodge, 
and has produced a book of absorbing intercot,

The 'story of the Mounted 2 lice, as it will be presented in the 
picturination of thi narrative, is the story of the settlement and growth 
of 'Teatorn Canada. It is a t pio which appeal e to young and old all e, an 
epic of courage, of er uranee, of virile achievement. The dangers and 
tragedies of the early days, the noble oeocr 11 oh mont of the groat 1 loneero, 
the railway builders, the gold-aonkors; the suppression of rebellion and 
the tracking down of criminals - it may well be believed, na the proa coins 
oloins, that such things ’pro erly portrayed aa a living pancra a, ith the 
Mounted I dice as the central figures, will dwarf into insigniflean e the 
fletlonal prod00tiens."

It is 1 oped that ether works of primo interest to Canadians will be 
produced later, on 1 all win wish for the iccoea of the enterprise. If the 
ocm, any holds to its 1 *■ Jticn to roduee a series , " educutionel films of 
this character, presenting auU en tic history in a manner to ont r tain and 
Impress Itself n the ~inda of *h© audience a, it will be doing a 30 nr* eouble 
w r’- for olnen rone, and t ill ho contributing a to an
important n tional movement. e have been too long fed from extraneous 
sources, and are becoming surfeited with that kind 1 ? diet.
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July 20th, 1922

Rev. R. G. MaoBeth, M.A., 
335 Eleventh Avenue West, 
Vancouver, B.C.

Mÿ dear Reverend MaoBeth:-
Let me acknowledge receipt of

your letter of July 12th.
I am very glad a project is on foot to 

use your hook "Policing the Plains" as a basis for a 
film. I can imagine nothing from a Canadian point of 
view more interesting or more inspiring. Even outside 
of Canada I am sure such a film would he very acceptable 
and I wish Mr. Steele all success in his efforts to give 
such a film to the public.

The making of these films is, of course, 
a very costly project. It is -^ot a matter of a few 
thousands, but a matter of many tens of thousands and 
I cannot imagine any set of business men taking it up 
unless they were in such a business, nor would men invest 
money in the project if the idea were to make this film 
and this film alone. There are, of course, many wealthy 
men in Montreal who give most liberally and generously 
to all charitable and patriotic endeavour. This, 
though, is not a patriotic thing and would be regarded 
solely as a business venture and Capt. Steele would 
have to impress them with the merits of the scheme. I 
remember him very well and I am sure I wish you both 
every success,for the project is a worthy one and ought 
to succeed.

Yours faithfully,

principal.
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